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        Netanyahu says Israel will not stop striking Hezbollah until all its goals are achieved
      

      
        NYC Mayor Eric Adams says he doesn't plan to resign despite federal corruption case against him
      

      
        Helene is upgraded to Category 2 hurricane as it barrels toward Florida
      

      
        Hearing on Trump assassination attempts says Pennsylvania failure was by Secret Service
      

      
        Zelenskyy visits Washington as election year divide grows over Ukraine war
      

      
        Military recruiting rebounds after several tough years, but challenges remain
      

      
        Oklahoma executes a man for a 1992 killing despite board recommending his life be spared
      

      
        US health authorities need to play a larger role in cannabis policy, a new report says
      

      
        OpenAI looks to shift away from nonprofit roots and convert itself to for-profit company
      

      
        Shorter games, more running, more action. Two years in, MLB's rule changes have provided a jolt
      

      
        Diners are skipping restaurants and making more meals at home as inflation trend inverts
      

      
        Americans are more likely to see Harris' gender as a hurdle than they were for Clinton: AP-NORC poll
      

      
        Japanese court acquits the longest-serving death row inmate of a 1966 quadruple murder
      

      
        Hoda Kotb is leaving NBC's 'Today' show early next year
      

      
        US and allies call for an immediate 21-day cease-fire between Israel and Hezbollah
      

      
        Russian missiles and drones target Kyiv for 5 hours and hit Ukraine's power grid
      

      
        New York City Mayor Eric Adams has been indicted, sources say
      

      
        at a very high level
      

      
        Georgia's anti-LGBTQ+ measures raise fears of hate crimes in the conservative South Caucasus nation
      

      
        A huge Hurricane Helene is expected to hit Florida as a major storm and strike far inland
      

      
        Trump says Ukraine is 'demolished' and dismisses its defense against Russia's invasion
      

      
        Israel tells its troops to prepare for a possible ground operation in Lebanon
      

      
        Pope expels a bishop and 9 other people from a Peru movement over 'sadistic' abuses
      

      
        Israel-Hamas war latest: Israel threatens ground operation after long-range Hezbollah missile attack
      

      
        California Gov. Gavin Newsom vetoes bill to help Black families reclaim taken land
      

      
        Mexico's most popular president in decades is retiring. What will he leave behind?
      

      
        As an era ends, the city that was home to the Oakland A's comes to grips with their departure
      

      
        NTSB engineer says carbon fiber hull from submersible showed signs of flaws
      

      
        Judge approves $600 million settlement for residents near fiery Ohio derailment
      

      
        What to know from the UN: Ukraine doesn't want the world to forget, and attention turns to Lebanon
      

      
        Harris will campaign on Arizona's border with Mexico in attempted show of strength on immigration
      

      
        A Black student punished for his hairstyle wants to return to the Texas school he left
      

      
        US is sending $375 million in military aid to Ukraine and will announce billions more
      

      
        10 homes have collapsed into the Carolina surf. Their destruction was decades in the making
      

      
        Congress passes temporary bill to avoid shutdown as lawmakers punt spending decisions to December
      

      
        Harris is making a 'capitalist' pitch to boost the economy as Trump pushes deeper into populism
      

      
        Thousands are pouring into Syria, fleeing worsening conflict in Lebanon
      

      
        Fluoride in drinking water poses enough risk to merit new EPA action, judge says
      

      
        The Secret Service is investigating a report that an agent groped a Harris staff member
      

      
        It's time to roll up sleeves for new COVID, flu shots
      

      
        A tale of crushing security lapses and missed chances to stop the man who shot Trump
      

      
        Ukraine urges world leaders not to seek 'lull' in Russia's war instead of true peace
      

      
        Israel has landed heavy blows on Hezbollah. The victory it seeks could prove elusive
      

      
        C'mon get happy, Joker is back (this time with Lady Gaga)
      

      
        Trump tells women he 'will be your protector' as GOP struggles with outreach to female voters
      

      
        One day along the Texas-Mexico border shows that realities shift more rapidly than rhetoric
      

      
        Netanyahu will address the UN as Israel, bogged down by one war, barrels toward another
      

      
        Zelenskyy's victory plan sets Ukraine's terms in a desperate war against Russia
      

      
        Israel bombards Hezbollah, killing a top commander, while families flee southern Lebanon
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            In an impromptu appearance, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres spoke to the Security Council as an escalation with the Gaza war has now begun to impact Lebanon.
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            A damaged building at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburbs, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A man reacts in a damaged apartment at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Saksakieh, south Lebanon, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A man stands on top of a damaged car at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Saksakieh, south Lebanon, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A man carries a damaged bicycle at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Saksakieh, south Lebanon, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            6 of 21 | 
            Fatima Abdel Rahman Zorout, 7, who was wounded in an Israeli airstrike, is wheeled on a gurney at the Alaaeddine Hospital in Sarafand, south Lebanon, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Ali Abdel Rahman Zorout, 5, who was wounded in an Israeli airstrike, poses for a picture at the Alaaeddine Hospital in Sarafand, south Lebanon, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 21 | 
            People run to take cover as a siren sounds a warning of incoming rockets fired from Lebanon, in Safed, northern Israel, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            People take cover as a siren sounds a warning of incoming rockets fired from Lebanon, in Safed, northern Israel, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            10 of 21 | 
            Displaced women and children sit in a classroom in Beirut, after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Displaced people sit in a school yard in Beirut, after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Displaced women smoke waterpipes as they sit in a school in Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Volunteers distribute clothes to displayed women at a school in Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Displaced people gather in the hallway of a school in Beirut, after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            15 of 21 | 
            Displaced youth hug as they take shelter at a school in Beirut, after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south with their families, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            16 of 21 | 
            A displaced boy sleeps in a classroom in Beirut, after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south with his family, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Displaced children play in a classroom at a school, in Beirut, after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south with their families, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Displaced children sit in a classroom in Beirut, after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south with their families, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            A man carries pictures of his relatives standing at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Saksakieh, south Lebanon, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            20 of 21 | 
            A man carries a damaged bicycle at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Saksakieh, south Lebanon, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            This is a locator map for Lebanon with its capital, Beirut. (AP Photo)
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                                    In an impromptu appearance, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres spoke to the Security Council as an escalation with the Gaza war has now begun to impact Lebanon.
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            A damaged building at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburbs, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                    A damaged building at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburbs, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A man reacts in a damaged apartment at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Saksakieh, south Lebanon, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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                                    A man reacts in a damaged apartment at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Saksakieh, south Lebanon, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A man stands on top of a damaged car at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Saksakieh, south Lebanon, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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                                    A man stands on top of a damaged car at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Saksakieh, south Lebanon, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A man carries a damaged bicycle at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Saksakieh, south Lebanon, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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                                    A man carries a damaged bicycle at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Saksakieh, south Lebanon, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Fatima Abdel Rahman Zorout, 7, who was wounded in an Israeli airstrike, is wheeled on a gurney at the Alaaeddine Hospital in Sarafand, south Lebanon, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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                                    Fatima Abdel Rahman Zorout, 7, who was wounded in an Israeli airstrike, is wheeled on a gurney at the Alaaeddine Hospital in Sarafand, south Lebanon, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Ali Abdel Rahman Zorout, 5, who was wounded in an Israeli airstrike, poses for a picture at the Alaaeddine Hospital in Sarafand, south Lebanon, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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                                    Ali Abdel Rahman Zorout, 5, who was wounded in an Israeli airstrike, poses for a picture at the Alaaeddine Hospital in Sarafand, south Lebanon, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            People run to take cover as a siren sounds a warning of incoming rockets fired from Lebanon, in Safed, northern Israel, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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                                    People run to take cover as a siren sounds a warning of incoming rockets fired from Lebanon, in Safed, northern Israel, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            People take cover as a siren sounds a warning of incoming rockets fired from Lebanon, in Safed, northern Israel, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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                                    People take cover as a siren sounds a warning of incoming rockets fired from Lebanon, in Safed, northern Israel, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            Displaced women and children sit in a classroom in Beirut, after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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                                    Displaced women and children sit in a classroom in Beirut, after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Displaced people sit in a school yard in Beirut, after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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                                    Displaced people sit in a school yard in Beirut, after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Displaced women smoke waterpipes as they sit in a school in Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Volunteers distribute clothes to displayed women at a school in Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Displaced people gather in the hallway of a school in Beirut, after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Displaced youth hug as they take shelter at a school in Beirut, after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south with their families, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            A displaced boy sleeps in a classroom in Beirut, after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south with his family, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Displaced children play in a classroom at a school, in Beirut, after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south with their families, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Displaced children sit in a classroom in Beirut, after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south with their families, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            A man carries pictures of his relatives standing at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Saksakieh, south Lebanon, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A man carries a damaged bicycle at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Saksakieh, south Lebanon, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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                                        TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) -- Dimming hopes for a cease-fire, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Thursday that Israel plans to continue striking Hezbollah "with full force" and will not stop until all of its goals are achieved.
Netanyahu spoke as he landed in New York to attend the annual U.N. General Assembly meeting and as U.S. and European officials were pressing for a 21-day halt in fighting between Israel and Lebanon's Hezbollah to give time for negotiations.
Only a short time before his statement, the Israeli military said it killed a Hezbollah drone commander in an airstrike on an apartment building in the suburbs of the Lebanese capital.
Netanyahu said Israel's "policy is clear. We are continuing to strike Hezbollah with full force. And we will not stop until we reach all our goals, chief among them the return of the residents of the north securely to their homes."

    


Israel has dramatically escalated strikes in Lebanon this week, saying it is targeting Hezbollah. Israeli leaders have said they are determined to stop more than 11 months of cross-border fire by the militant group into Israel, which has forced the evacuation of tens of thousands of Israelis from communities in the north.




The statement tempered hopes for the international initiative aimed at halting increasingly heavy exchanges of fire that have killed hundreds of people in Lebanon and threatened to trigger an all-out war between Israel and Hezbollah. Israel has talked of a possible ground invasion into Lebanon to push the militant group away from the border.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Soon after the statement was issued, Hezbollah TV station Al-Manar reported an Israeli airstrike in a suburb of Beirut. It and other stations showed a damaged apartment building in Dahiyeh, the mainly Shiite suburb where Hezbollah has a strong presence.
The Israeli military later said the strike killed Mohammed Hussein Surour. Hezbollah offered no immediate comment on the claim.

    


Two people were killed and 15 wounded in the strike, the Lebanese Health Ministry said.
Over the past week, Israel has carried out several strikes in Beirut targeting senior Hezbollah commanders. Earlier in the day, a strike in eastern Lebanon killed 20 people, most of them Syrian migrants, according to Lebanese health officials.
Israel has dramatically stepped up its bombardment in Lebanon, saying it is determined to stop Hezbollah's near-daily rocket volleys over the past 11 months that have forced tens of thousands to evacuate homes in northern Israel. Strikes since Monday have killed more than 630 people in Lebanon, around a quarter of them women and children, according to local health authorities. Intensifying Hezbollah barrages have wounded several people in Israel.
Hezbollah has not yet responded to the proposal for a pause in fighting. Lebanon's caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati welcomed it, but his government has no sway over the group.
Hezbollah has insisted it would halt its strikes only if there is a cease-fire in Gaza, where Israel has battled Hamas for nearly a year. That appears out of reach despite months of negotiations led by the United States, Egypt and Qatar.

    


In its statement, Netanyahu's office said that "the fighting in Gaza will also continue until all the objectives of the war have been achieved." Netanyahu is expected to meet with other world leaders on the sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly.
One of Netanyahu's far-right governing partners threatened on Thursday to suspend cooperation with his government if it signs onto a temporary cease-fire with Hezbollah - and to quit completely if a permanent deal is reached. It was the latest sign of displeasure from Netanyahu's allies toward international cease-fire efforts.
"If a temporary cease-fire becomes permanent, we will resign from the government," said National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir, head of the Jewish Power party.
If Ben-Gvir leaves the coalition, Netanyahu would lose his parliamentary majority and could see his government come toppling down, though opposition leaders have said they would offer support for a cease-fire deal.

    


Israel launched a massive operation in Gaza after a Hamas-led attack into southern Israel on Oct. 7 in which some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, were killed, and some 250 were taken hostage. The Israeli campaign has killed more than 41,000 Palestinians in Gaza, according to local officials.
Hezbollah began firing rockets into Israel one day after the Oct. 7 attack in support of its Hamas allies, and Hezbollah and Israel have traded fire ever since.
Israeli families of the hostages said they are pushing for a possible cease-fire deal for Lebanon to include provisions for the war in Gaza, especially securing release of the roughly 70 hostages still presumed to be alive and the bodies of some 30 others.
Gil Dickmann, whose cousin Carmel Gat was kidnapped and was one of six Israelis whose bodies were recovered from tunnels in Gaza in August, said the hostages' families are feeling forgotten as attention shifts to the northern front. He called on Netanyahu to reach a truce with both Hezbollah and Hamas with provisions for the release of hostages.

    


"We know that these things are connected to each other, the northern part and the southern part," Dickmann said Tuesday. "We're very worried that if we don't make the right decisions now, we will miss this amazing opportunity to get the hostages out."
Before this week, the cross-border barrages between Hezbollah and the Israeli military had killed about 600 people in Lebanon, mostly militants but including more than 100 civilians, and about four dozen people in Israel, roughly half of them soldiers and the rest civilians. The fighting also forced tens of thousands to flee homes on both sides of the border.
Israeli leaders have said they are determined to force Hezbollah back from the border to allow its citizens to return to their homes. It has moved thousands of troops to the order in preparation for a possible ground operation.
It says its escalated strikes across Lebanon the past week are targeting Hezbollah rocket launchers and other military infrastructure. Hezbollah in turn has fired hundreds of rockets into Israel, saying they are targeting Israeli military positions. On Wednesday, they fired on Tel Aviv for the first time with a longer-range missile that was intercepted.
Early Thursday, an Israeli airstrike hit a building housing Syrian workers and their families near the ancient city of Baalbek in Lebanon's eastern Bekaa Valley. The Lebanese Health Ministry said 19 Syrians and a Lebanese were killed, one of the deadliest single strikes in Israel's intensified air campaign. The state news agency had initially reported that 23 people were dead.
Hussein Salloum, a local official in Younine, said most of the dead were women and children.
"We dug through the rubble with our own hands" until a small bulldozer was brought in, Salloum told The Associated Press by telephone. "We had very limited capabilities."
Lebanon, with a population of around 6 million, hosts nearly 780,000 registered Syrian refugees and hundreds of thousands who are unregistered -- the world's highest refugee population per capita.

Israel struck 75 sites overnight across southern and eastern Lebanon, the military said. At least 45 projectiles were fired from Lebanon early Thursday, all of which were intercepted or fell in open areas, it said. 
___
Mroue reported from Beirut.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-lebanon-hezbollah-gaza-news-09-26-2024-486f5aecac210273611124f9ade95fc6
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            New York City Mayor Eric Adams has been indicted by a federal grand jury on criminal charges that are still sealed. On Thursday night he said the charges are 'based on lies.' He also emphasized that he will continue to lead the city.
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            New York City Mayor Eric Adams speaks during a news conference outside Gracie Mansion, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            New York City Mayor Eric Adams speaks during a news conference outside Gracie Mansion, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A person wearing gloves and carrying Manila folders exits Gracie Mansion, the official residence of New York City Mayor Eric Adams, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            New York City Mayor Eric Adams speaks during a news conference outside Gracie Mansion, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            Police officers stand outside Gracie Mansion, the official residence of New York City Mayor Eric Adams, Thursday, Sep. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A person walks up the stairs to Gracie Mansion, the official residence of New York City Mayor Eric Adams, Thursday, Sep. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 15 | 
            A vehicle drives out of Gracie Mansion, the official residence of New York City Mayor Eric Adams, Thursday, Sep. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A NYPD officer stands outside Gracie Mansion, the official residence of New York City Mayor Eric Adams, Thursday, Sep. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            This image taken from video released by New York City Office of the Mayor, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, shows mayor Eric Adams speaking during a videotaped statement. (New York City Office of the Mayor via AP)
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            People exit Gracie Mansion, the official residence of New York City Mayor Eric Adams, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            New York City Mayor Eric Adams speaks during a news conference outside Gracie Mansion, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            New York City Mayor Eric Adams speaks during a news conference outside Gracie Mansion, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A protestor talks with law enforcement personnel and media while demonstrating against New York City Mayor Eric Adams during a news conference outside Gracie Mansion, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A vehicle drives into Gracie Mansion, the official residence of New York City Mayor Eric Adams, Thursday, Sep. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            New York City Mayor Eric Adams speaks during a news conference outside Gracie Mansion, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A person wearing gloves and carrying Manila folders exits Gracie Mansion, the official residence of New York City Mayor Eric Adams, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            New York City Mayor Eric Adams speaks during a news conference outside Gracie Mansion, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            Police officers stand outside Gracie Mansion, the official residence of New York City Mayor Eric Adams, Thursday, Sep. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A person walks up the stairs to Gracie Mansion, the official residence of New York City Mayor Eric Adams, Thursday, Sep. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A vehicle drives out of Gracie Mansion, the official residence of New York City Mayor Eric Adams, Thursday, Sep. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A NYPD officer stands outside Gracie Mansion, the official residence of New York City Mayor Eric Adams, Thursday, Sep. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            This image taken from video released by New York City Office of the Mayor, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, shows mayor Eric Adams speaking during a videotaped statement. (New York City Office of the Mayor via AP)
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            People exit Gracie Mansion, the official residence of New York City Mayor Eric Adams, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    14 of 15

                                    
                                    People exit Gracie Mansion, the official residence of New York City Mayor Eric Adams, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            15 of 15 | 
            New York City Mayor Eric Adams speaks during a news conference outside Gracie Mansion, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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                                    New York City Mayor Eric Adams speaks during a news conference outside Gracie Mansion, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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    Follow AP's live updates of the indictment against New York City Mayor Eric Adams.


    


NEW YORK (AP) -- New York City Mayor Eric Adams was indicted Thursday on federal charges alleging that he secured bribes from foreign nationals and illegal campaign contributions in exchange for favors that included helping Turkish officials get fire safety approvals for a new diplomatic building in the city.
Adams, a former captain in the New York City police department, faces conspiracy, wire fraud and bribery charges in a five-count indictment that describes a decade-long trail of crimes.
At a news conference announcing the charges, Damian Williams, the U.S. attorney for Manhattan, said Adams had a duty to disclose gifts he received, but year after year "kept the public in the dark."
At a separate news conference outside Gracie Mansion, meanwhile, Adams said he doesn't plan to resign from his job running the country's largest city, telling reporters he hopes New Yorkers will wait to hear his legal team's defense before making any judgments.

    


"From here, my attorneys will take care of the case so I can take care of the city," he said at a hastily assembled news conference outside Gracie Mansion after the charges were made public. "It's an unfortunate day. And its a painful day. But inside all of that is a day when we will finally reveal why, for 10 months, I've gone through this. And I look forward to defending myself," he said.




As Adams and others close to him addressed the media, protesters heckled them, with some chanting "abuse of power" as police circled them and one shouting, "He's a corrupt mayor. He deserves to be in handcuffs."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Federal prosecutors allege in the indictment that Adams "not only accepted, but sought illegal campaign contributions" to his mayoral campaign. A senior official in the Turkish diplomatic establishment "facilitated many straw donations" to Adams and arranged for Adams and his companions to receive free or discounted travel on Turkey's national airline to destinations including France, China, Sri Lanka, India, Hungary, and Turkey, the indictment alleges. 

    


Adams "compounded his gains" from the illegal campaign contributions by gaming the city's matching funds program, which provides a generous match for small dollar donations. His campaign received more than $10 million in matching public funds as a result of the false certifications, according to the indictment.
Adams allegedly "solicited and demanded" bribes, including free and heavily discounted luxury travel benefits from a Turkish official, the indictment alleges, noting that the official was seeking Adams' help pertaining to regulations of the Turkish consulate in Manhattan. Adams created and instructed others to create fake paper trails in order to falsely suggest he had paid for travel benefits that were actually free, prosecutors allege. He also deleted messages with others involved in his misconduct, at one point assuring a co-conspirator that he "always" deleted her text messages, according to the indictment.
The charges were made public hours after FBI agents entered the mayor's official residence and seized his phone early Thursday.

    


Adams spent 22 years in New York City's police department before going into politics, first as a state senator and then as Brooklyn borough president. He was elected as the city's second Black mayor in 2021.
Gov. Kathy Hochul has the power to remove Adams from office. Her spokesperson, Avi Small, issued a statement late Wednesday that said "Governor Hochul is aware of these concerning news reports and is monitoring the situation. It would be premature to comment further until the matter is confirmed by law enforcement."
The indictment caps an extraordinary few weeks in New York City, as federal investigators have honed in on members of Adams' inner circle, producing a drum-beat of raids, subpoenas and high-level resignations that have thrust City Hall into crisis. 
Federal prosecutors are believed to be leading multiple, separate inquiries involving Adams and his senior aides, relatives of those aides, campaign fundraising and possible influence peddling of the police and fire departments.

    


In the last two weeks alone, the city's police commissioner and head of the school's system have announced their resignations.
FBI agents had seized Adams' electronic devices nearly a year ago as part of an investigation focused, at least partly, on campaign contributions and Adams' interactions with the Turkish government. Because the charges were sealed, it was unknown whether they dealt with those same matters.
In early September, federal investigators seized devices from his police commissioner, schools chancellor, two deputy mayors and other trusted confidants both in and out of City Hall. 
All have denied wrongdoing.
___

This story was updated to correct that prosecutors say Adams' campaign received more than $10 million, not more than $10,000, in matching public funds as a result of the false certifications.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nyc-mayor-eric-adams-indictment-fbi-5aad135d1808cb9d049fccd74604e5d4
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            Forecasters are warning that Hurricane Helene will intensify into a major storm before striking Florida and further inland as it heads northward across the Gulf of Mexico. The storm had already prompted many residents to evacuate, while others are preparing.
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            Fast-moving Hurricane Helene is advancing across the Gulf of Mexico toward Florida, and it has been upgraded to a Category 2 storm. Havana experienced an uptick of wind and rain overnight without any damage. Western Cuba endured the slow passage of Hurricane Helene from Wednesday evening until Thursday. (AP video shot by Osvaldo Angulo, Milexsy Duran and Ramon Espinosa)
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            An oyster farmer is among the Floridians preparing for an onslaught from Hurricane Helene. Forecasters warned that the storm would intensify as it crosses the Gulf of Mexico on a path to Florida. (AP video by Stephen Smith)
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            Neighbors chat on a flooded street after the passage of Hurricane Helene in Guanimar, Artemisa province, Cuba, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 22 | 
            Vera Kelly, of Tallahassee, lies on a cot after evacuating to a hurricane shelter with her grandchildren and great grandchildren, at Fairview Middle School, ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            This satellite image provided by NOAA shows Hurricane Helene advancing across the Gulf of Mexico toward Florida on Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (NOAA via AP)
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            Bob Danzey, a resident, walks at the waters edge ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Shell Point Beach, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            People traverse a flooded street with a horse-drawn carriage after the passage of Hurricane Helene in Guanimar, Artemisa province, Cuba, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            Dave McCurley boards up the windows to his home in advance of Tropical Storm Helene, expected to make landfall as a hurricane, in Ochlockonee Bay, Fla., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A man pushes his bicycle through a flooded street after Hurricane Helene passed through Guanimar, Artemisa province, Cuba, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            11 of 22 | 
            People lounge on a flooded porch after the passage of Hurricane Helene in Guanimar, Artemisa province, Cuba, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            12 of 22 | 
            A man removes water from a boat while talking to neighbors after the passage of Hurricane Helene in Guanimar, Artemisa province, Cuba, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            People traverse a flooded street on a boat after the passage of Hurricane Helene in Guanimar, Artemisa province, Cuba, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            Jean McCloud, left, and Bernice Walker, both of Tallahassee, sit inside a hurricane evacuation shelter at Fairview Middle School, ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            15 of 22 | 
            Perry Kalip and his mother Martha Kale, of Tallahassee, arrive at a a hurricane evacuation shelter at Fairview Middle School, ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            16 of 22 | 
            Katoria Harvey, of Tallahassee, sits with her niece Ny'Year Harvey, 3 months, inside a hurricane evacuation shelter at Fairview Middle School, ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Cindy Waymon, of Tallahassee sits inside a hurricane evacuation shelter at Fairview Middle School, ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            18 of 22 | 
            Mary Tanner Jerome Tanner, of Tallahassee, sit inside an evacuation shelter ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Cynthia Centeno, of Tallahassee sits with her family inside a hurricane evacuation shelter at Fairview Middle School, ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            20 of 22 | 
            Bobby Joe Edwards, Sr., and his wife Lillie Edwards, of Walkalla, Fla., and their grandson Tavarrious Dixon, right, rest inside a hurricane evacuation shelter at Fairview Middle School, ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            21 of 22 | 
            The grandchildren and great grandchildren of Vera Kelly, of Tallahassee, sit together after evacuating to a hurricane shelter at Fairview Middle School, ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            22 of 22 | 
            Sharonda and Victor Davis, of Tallahassee, sit with their children Victoria background left, and Amaya, background right, inside a hurricane evacuation shelter at Fairview Middle School, ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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        Helene is upgraded to Category 2 hurricane as it barrels toward Florida
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                                    Forecasters are warning that Hurricane Helene will intensify into a major storm before striking Florida and further inland as it heads northward across the Gulf of Mexico. The storm had already prompted many residents to evacuate, while others are preparing.
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                                    Fast-moving Hurricane Helene is advancing across the Gulf of Mexico toward Florida, and it has been upgraded to a Category 2 storm. Havana experienced an uptick of wind and rain overnight without any damage. Western Cuba endured the slow passage of Hurricane Helene from Wednesday evening until Thursday. (AP video shot by Osvaldo Angulo, Milexsy Duran and Ramon Espinosa)
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                                    An oyster farmer is among the Floridians preparing for an onslaught from Hurricane Helene. Forecasters warned that the storm would intensify as it crosses the Gulf of Mexico on a path to Florida. (AP video by Stephen Smith)
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            Neighbors chat on a flooded street after the passage of Hurricane Helene in Guanimar, Artemisa province, Cuba, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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                                    Neighbors chat on a flooded street after the passage of Hurricane Helene in Guanimar, Artemisa province, Cuba, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            Vera Kelly, of Tallahassee, lies on a cot after evacuating to a hurricane shelter with her grandchildren and great grandchildren, at Fairview Middle School, ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                    Vera Kelly, of Tallahassee, lies on a cot after evacuating to a hurricane shelter with her grandchildren and great grandchildren, at Fairview Middle School, ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            This satellite image provided by NOAA shows Hurricane Helene advancing across the Gulf of Mexico toward Florida on Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (NOAA via AP)
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                                    This satellite image provided by NOAA shows Hurricane Helene advancing across the Gulf of Mexico toward Florida on Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (NOAA via AP)
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            Bob Danzey, a resident, walks at the waters edge ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Shell Point Beach, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                    Bob Danzey, a resident, walks at the waters edge ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Shell Point Beach, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            People traverse a flooded street with a horse-drawn carriage after the passage of Hurricane Helene in Guanimar, Artemisa province, Cuba, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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                                    People traverse a flooded street with a horse-drawn carriage after the passage of Hurricane Helene in Guanimar, Artemisa province, Cuba, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            Dave McCurley boards up the windows to his home in advance of Tropical Storm Helene, expected to make landfall as a hurricane, in Ochlockonee Bay, Fla., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A man pushes his bicycle through a flooded street after Hurricane Helene passed through Guanimar, Artemisa province, Cuba, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            People lounge on a flooded porch after the passage of Hurricane Helene in Guanimar, Artemisa province, Cuba, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            A man removes water from a boat while talking to neighbors after the passage of Hurricane Helene in Guanimar, Artemisa province, Cuba, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            People traverse a flooded street on a boat after the passage of Hurricane Helene in Guanimar, Artemisa province, Cuba, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            Jean McCloud, left, and Bernice Walker, both of Tallahassee, sit inside a hurricane evacuation shelter at Fairview Middle School, ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Perry Kalip and his mother Martha Kale, of Tallahassee, arrive at a a hurricane evacuation shelter at Fairview Middle School, ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 22

                                    
                                    Perry Kalip and his mother Martha Kale, of Tallahassee, arrive at a a hurricane evacuation shelter at Fairview Middle School, ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 22 | 
            Katoria Harvey, of Tallahassee, sits with her niece Ny'Year Harvey, 3 months, inside a hurricane evacuation shelter at Fairview Middle School, ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Cindy Waymon, of Tallahassee sits inside a hurricane evacuation shelter at Fairview Middle School, ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Mary Tanner Jerome Tanner, of Tallahassee, sit inside an evacuation shelter ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Cynthia Centeno, of Tallahassee sits with her family inside a hurricane evacuation shelter at Fairview Middle School, ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Bobby Joe Edwards, Sr., and his wife Lillie Edwards, of Walkalla, Fla., and their grandson Tavarrious Dixon, right, rest inside a hurricane evacuation shelter at Fairview Middle School, ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            The grandchildren and great grandchildren of Vera Kelly, of Tallahassee, sit together after evacuating to a hurricane shelter at Fairview Middle School, ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Sharonda and Victor Davis, of Tallahassee, sit with their children Victoria background left, and Amaya, background right, inside a hurricane evacuation shelter at Fairview Middle School, ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall here today, in Leon County, Fla., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                        CRAWFORDVILLE, Fla. (AP) -- Fast-moving Hurricane Helene was advancing Thursday across the Gulf of Mexico toward Florida, threatening a "catastrophic" storm surge in northwestern parts of the state as well as tornadoes, damaging winds, rains and flash floods hundreds of miles inland across much of the southeastern U.S., forecasters said.

    
    Follow AP's live updates of Helene and the 2024 hurricane season.


    



    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Helene was upgraded Thursday morning to a Category 2 storm and is expected to be a major hurricane -- meaning a Category 3 or higher -- when it makes landfall on Florida's northwestern coast Thursday evening. Tropical storm force winds already started hitting the state in advance. Hurricane warnings and flash flood warnings extended far beyond the coast up into south-central Georgia. The governors of Florida, Georgia, the Carolinas and Virginia have all declared emergencies in their states.
In Florida, Gov. Ron DeSantis said Thursday morning that models suggest Helene will make landfall further east, lessening the chances for a direct hit on the capital city of Tallahassee, whose metro has a population of around 395,000.

    


The shift has the storm aimed squarely at the sparsely-populated Big Bend area, where rain began to blow in Thursday morning along coastal U.S. Highway 98, which winds through fishing villages and vacation hideaways in this region where Florida's panhandle and peninsula meet. Shuttered gas stations dotted the two-lane highway, their windows boarded up with plywood.




Mandatory evacuation orders stretched from the panhandle south along the Gulf Coast in low-lying areas around Tallahassee, Gainesville, Cedar Key, Lake City, Tampa and Sarasota.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The National Weather Service office in Tallahassee forecast storm surges of up to 20 feet (6 meters) and warned they could be particularly "catastrophic and unsurvivable" in Florida's Apalachee Bay. It added that high winds and heavy rains also posed risks.

    


"This forecast, if realized, is a nightmare surge scenario for Apalachee Bay," the office said. "Please, please, please take any evacuation orders seriously!"
This stretch of Florida known as the Forgotten Coast has been largely spared by the widespread condo development and commercialization that dominates so many of Florida's beach communities. The sparsely populated region is loved for its natural wonders -- the vast stretches of salt marshes, tidal pools and barrier islands; the dwarf cypress trees of Tate's Hell State Forest; and Wakulla Springs, considered one of the world's largest and deepest freshwater springs.
Anthony Godwin, 20, found one gas station outside Crawfordville where the tanks were still running Thursday morning to fill up before heading west toward his sister's house in Pensacola.
"It's a part of life. You live down here, you run the risk of losing everything to a bad storm," said Godwin, who lives about a half-mile (800 meters) from the water in the coastal town of Panacea. During Hurricane Michael in 2018, Godwin said the water came up to the end of the driveway of his family's home when the storm surge reached about 12 feet (3.7 meters). 

    


Along Florida's Gulf Coast, school districts and multiple universities have canceled classes. Airports in Tampa, Tallahassee and Clearwater were closed Thursday, while cancellations were widespread elsewhere in the state and beyond.
Helene was about 255 miles (405 kilometers) southwest of Tampa on Thursday morning and moving north-northeast at 14 mph (22 kph) with top sustained winds of 105 mph (165 kph). Forecasters said it should become a Category 3 or higher hurricane, meaning winds would top 110 mph (177 kph).
While Helene will likely weaken as it moves inland, its "fast forward speed will allow strong, damaging winds, especially in gusts, to penetrate well inland across the southeastern United States," including in the southern Appalachian Mountains, the hurricane center said. The center posted lesser tropical storm warnings as far north as North Carolina, and warned that much of the region could experience prolonged power outages, toppled trees and dangerous flooding.

    


Helene had swamped parts of Mexico's Yucatan Peninsula on Wednesday, flooding streets and toppling trees as it passed offshore and brushed the resort city of Cancun.
The storm formed Tuesday in the Caribbean Sea. In western Cuba, Helene knocked out power to more than 200,000 homes and businesses as it brushed past the island. 
Helene is forecast to be one of the largest storms in breadth in years to hit the region, said Colorado State University hurricane researcher Phil Klotzbach. He said since 1988, only three Gulf hurricanes were bigger than Helene's predicted size: 2017's Irma, 2005's Wilma and 1995's Opal.
Areas 100 miles (160 kilometers) north of the Georgia-Florida line can expect hurricane conditions. More than half of Georgia's public school districts and several universities canceled classes.

    


For Atlanta, Helene could be the worst strike on a major Southern inland city in 35 years, said University of Georgia meteorology professor Marshall Shepherd.
More than 200 miles (320 kilometers) to the south, near Valdosta, Georgia, residents filled up sandbags Thursday at a fire station as rain drizzled. Just outside town, Joe Overby boarded up a storage building as he prepared to ride out the hurricane, worrying about oaks in his yard that were damaged last year by Idalia. "I'm afraid this time they're going to come down," Overby said.
Landslides were possible in southern Appalachia, and rainfall was expected as far away as Tennessee, Kentucky and Indiana.
President Joe Biden approved an emergency declaration Thursday for Georgia after issuing one for Florida earlier in the week. Federal authorities have positioned generators, food and water, along with search-and-rescue and power restoration teams. 
Helene is the eighth named storm of the Atlantic hurricane season, which began June 1. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has predicted an above-average Atlantic hurricane season this year because of record-warm ocean temperatures.
In further storm activity, Tropical Storm Isaac formed Wednesday in the Atlantic and was expected to strengthen as it moves eastward across the open ocean, possibly becoming a hurricane by the end of the week, forecasters said. Isaac was about 820 miles (1,315 kilometers) east-northeast of Bermuda with top sustained winds of 50 mph (85 kph), according to the hurricane center, which said its swells and winds could affect parts of Bermuda and eventually the Azores by the weekend.
In the Pacific, former Hurricane John reformed Wednesday as a tropical storm and strengthened Thursday morning back into a hurricane as it threatened areas of Mexico's western coast with flash flooding and mudslides. Officials posted hurricane warnings for southwestern Mexico.
John hit the country's southern Pacific coast late Monday, killing at least two people, triggering mudslides, and damaging homes and trees. It grew into a Category 3 hurricane in a matter of hours and made landfall east of Acapulco. It reemerged over the ocean after weakening inland. 
___

Hollingsworth reported from Kansas City, Missouri. Associated Press journalists Seth Borenstein in New York; Jeff Amy in Atlanta; Danica Coto in San Juan, Puerto Rico; Andrea Rodriguez in Havana; Mark Stevenson and Maria Verza in Mexico City; and Claire Rush in Portland, Oregon, contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hurricane-helene-florida-georgia-mexico-42fb7cc90604b7f87179920f97627873



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Hearing on Trump assassination attempts says Pennsylvania failure was by Secret Service

    Hearing on Trump assassination attempts says Pennsylvania failure was by Secret Service

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 7 | 
            Members of a House task force investigating the Trump assassination attempts say the Secret Service was responsible for failures in planning and communications that led to a gunman shooting at former President Donald Trump in Pennsylvania.
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            From left, Rep. Lou Correa, D-Calif., Rep. Madeleine Dean, D-Pa., Rep. Chrissy Houlahan, D-Pa., and Rep. Glenn Ivey, D-Md., ask questions in front of a site map at the first public hearing of a bipartisan congressional task force investigating the assassination attempts against Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, at Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump holds his granddaughter Carolina Trump as he speaks at a campaign event at Wilmington International Airport in Wilmington, N.C., Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Chris Seward)
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            From left, Sgt. Edward Lenz, Commander of Butler County Emergency Services Unit, Patrolman Drew Blasko of Butler Township Police Dept., Lt. John Herold of Pennsylvania State Police, and former U.S. Secret Service agent Patrick Sullivan, swear in at the first public hearing of a bipartisan congressional task force investigating the assassination attempts against Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, at Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Patrolman Drew Blasko of Butler Township Police Department, testifies at the first public hearing of a bipartisan congressional task force investigating the assassination attempts against Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, at Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            From left, Sgt. Edward Lenz, Commander of Butler County Emergency Services Unit, Patrolman Drew Blasko of Butler Township Police Department, Lt. John Herold of Pennsylvania State Police, and former U.S. Secret Service agent Patrick Sullivan, testify at the first public hearing of a bipartisan congressional task force investigating the assassination attempts against Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Chairman Rep. Mike Kelly, R-Pa., leads the first public hearing of a bipartisan congressional task force investigating the assassination attempts against Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr.)
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            From left, Rep. Lou Correa, D-Calif., Rep. Madeleine Dean, D-Pa., Rep. Chrissy Houlahan, D-Pa., and Rep. Glenn Ivey, D-Md., ask questions in front of a site map at the first public hearing of a bipartisan congressional task force investigating the assassination attempts against Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, at Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump holds his granddaughter Carolina Trump as he speaks at a campaign event at Wilmington International Airport in Wilmington, N.C., Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Chris Seward)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Members of a bipartisan House task force investigating the Trump assassination attempts emphasized during their first hearing Thursday that the Secret Service, not local authorities, was responsible for the failures in planning and communications that led to a gunman being able to open fire on former President Donald Trump in Pennsylvania.
Lawmakers repeatedly questioned why the agency tasked with protecting the country's top leaders didn't do a better job communicating with local authorities during the July 13 rally, particularly when it came to securing the building that was widely agreed to be a security threat but that ultimately was left so unprotected that gunman Thomas Michael Crooks was able to climb up and open fire on Trump. 
"In the days leading up to the rally, it was not a single mistake that allowed Crooks to outmaneuver one of our country's most elite group of security professionals. There were security failures on multiple fronts," said the Republican co-chair of the committee, Rep. Mike Kelly from Pennsylvania.

    


"It is also clear, however, that the communication between the Secret Service and local and state partners was disjointed and unclear," said Rep. Jason Crow, the ranking Democrat on the panel, who also praised the local law enforcement. 




Trump was wounded and a man attending the rally with his family was killed.
The panel -- comprised of seven Republicans and six Democrats -- has spent the last two months analyzing the security failures at the rally, conducting nearly two dozen interviews with law enforcement and receiving more than 2,800 pages of documents from the Secret Service. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The lawmakers are also investigating a second assassination attempt on Trump that happened earlier this month where a man with a rifle sought to assassinate the GOP presidential nominee while he was playing golf at one of his golf courses in southern Florida. 

    


But the hearing Thursday largely focused on the rally shooting with testimony from Pennsylvania and Butler County police officials.
The Secret Service often relies on local authorities to secure bigger events where protectees like Trump appear around the country. But after the Butler rally, the agency was heavily criticized for failing to clearly communicate what it needed from those local agencies that day. 
One key question has been why there were no law enforcement personnel on top of the AGR building where Crooks eventually climbed up and took his shots, considering that it was so close to the rally stage and afforded a clear line of sight to Trump.
"A 10-year old looking at that satellite image could have seen that the greatest threat posed to the president that day" was the building near the stage, said Rep. Pat Fallon, R-Texas. 
Edward Lenz, commander for the Butler County Emergency Services Unit who was in charge of the local tactical units operating at the Butler rally, said his agency was never asked to put a sniper team on top of the roof and never said that they would. Lenz said the Secret Service knew their shooters were inside the AGR Building and there was no "feedback or guidance" from the Secret Service that they wanted the team anywhere else.

    


"They knew where we would be," Lenz said. "They knew what our plan was." 
Lenz also testified that Secret Service officials did not check with him or his team to make sure they were in place before Trump went on stage and that the emergency communication for July 13 had not been worked out in advance.
Drew Blasko, an assistant team leader of the sniper unit within the Butler Township Emergency Services Unit, testified that he shared his concerns about the building with the Secret Service ahead of the rally and said his team didn't have the manpower to post anyone there. He said he asked the Secret Service that additional people be posted there and was told "that they would take care of it." 
Some of the witnesses also said that there had been discussions ahead of time about using opaque screens or large farm equipment to block the line of sight to the stage, but it's not clear what happened to those suggestions. 

    


Lawmakers struggled in their questioning Thursday to get witnesses to zero in on a single individual or moment that led to the assassination attempt. Local police officials and a retired Secret Service agent also testifying instead pointed to a series of incidents and mistakes that ultimately allowed Crooks to remain undeterred for a prolonged period of time and eventually take his shot at the former president.
"Communication was totally lacking here," said Rep. Correa, a Democrat from California. "What went wrong? Who's in charge?" 
Thursday's session was the fourth congressional hearing about the Butler shooting since July. Secret Service Director Kimberly Cheatle resigned one day after she appeared before a congressional hearing where she was berated for hours by both Democrats and Republicans for the agency's security failures. 

    


Cheatle called the Pennsylvania attempt on Trump's life the Secret Service's "most significant operational failure" in decades, but she angered lawmakers by failing to answer specific questions about the investigation. 
An interim report Wednesday from the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, which is also conducting an investigation, said the Secret Service failed to give clear instructions on how state and local officials should cover the building where the gunman eventually took up position. The report also said the agency didn't make sure it could share information with local partners in real-time. 
The Secret Service has also released a five-page document summarizing the key conclusions of a yet-to-be-finalized agency report on what went wrong in Butler. Acting Secret Service Director Ronald Rowe has said that the agency is ultimately responsible for what happened, and during a news conference last week to announce the results of that report he cited complacency by the agency's staff and said that they needed to do a better job communicating with local and state officials. 
The House panel is expected to propose a series of legislative reforms and issue its own final report before Dec. 13. 

While the oversight investigations have been bipartisan, Democrats and Republicans have disagreed on whether to give the Secret Service more money in the wake of its failures. A government funding bill that passed Wednesday includes an additional $231 million for the agency, even though many Republicans were skeptical and said an internal overhaul of the Secret Service is needed. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/secret-service-trump-rally-shooting-butler-police-081e812f3569b2bdb9f3ffe322ea1619
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy huddled with U.S. leaders on Thursday to shore up American support for his country's fight against Russia as the war faces a partisan reckoning in this year's presidential election.
Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic nominee for president, has pledged to continue sending military assistance to Ukraine if she's elected. She'll have her own meeting with Zelenskyy after the Ukrainian leader sits down with President Joe Biden, who announced billions of dollars more in missiles, drones, ammunition and other supplies. The weapons include an additional Patriot missile defense battery and a new shipment of glide bombs that can be deployed from Western fighter jets, increasing their strike range. 
"The United States will provide Ukraine with the support it needs to win this war," Biden said in a statement, pledging to ensure that all approved funding is disbursed before he leaves office. He also said he would convene a meeting with other world leaders focused on Ukraine's defense during a visit to Germany next month. 

    


Meanwhile, Zelenskyy's tumultuous relationship with former President Donald Trump, the Republican nominee, continued to deteriorate this week. Instead of meeting with Zelenskyy, Trump criticized him. As for U.S. support for Ukraine, Trump complained that "we continue to give billions of dollars to a man who refuses to make a deal" to end the war. His message dovetails with Russian propaganda that claims intransigence by Kyiv -- not aggression from Moscow -- has prolonged the bloodshed. 




It's the most politically treacherous landscape that Zelenskyy has encountered in Washington since Russia invaded nearly three years ago. Ukrainian officials are anxious to maintain good relations with whomever becomes the next president of the United States, which is its biggest and most important provider of arms, money and other support.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But the effort risks slipping into the political blender of the presidential campaign, polarizing the discussion around a war that used to be a bipartisan cause celebre in Washington. About two thirds of Democrats and Democratic-leaning independents said the U.S. has a responsibility to help Ukraine, compared with one third of Republicans and Republican-leaning independents, according to a Pew Research Center poll conducted in July.

    


Americans are also split on which presidential candidate would do a better job handling the war. An AP-NORC poll from August found that about one-third of Americans said they trusted Harris more, while a similar share said the same about Trump. 
Zelenskyy is expected to present Biden with a plan to push the war toward an endgame that would involve a negotiated settlement with Russia. He's trying to secure leverage before Biden leaves office -- including acquiescence to fire long-range Western weapons deeper into Russia -- as a hedge against the possibility that American support erodes after the election. 
On Thursday, Zelenskyy found some bipartisan support as he visited Capitol Hill, where he was greeted by Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell.

    


Sen. Lindsay Graham, a South Carolina Republican, said Zelenskyy asked to use long-range weapons, such as British-supplied Storm Shadow missiles or U.S.-made ATACMS, for "maximum benefit to bring (Russian President Vladimir) Putin to the table" and increase Ukraine's negotiating position. 
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"If we don't make that fundamental choice this week, I think the outcome for Ukraine is dire," Graham said. 
Administration officials have been skeptical of Zelenskyy's request, believing the weapons could have limited benefits but increase the risk of escalating the conflict. Sen. Richard Blumenthal, a Connecticut Democrat, said senators gave Zelenskyy advice on how to persuade Biden to loosen restrictions. 
Rep. Jim Himes, another Connecticut Democrat and the ranking member of the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, said Zelenskyy wanted "more, faster."

    


"He was politely frustrated," Himes said, and specifically requested more Patriot missile defenses as Russia escalates strikes on Ukraine's cities and energy grid before the winter. 
Despite support from some Republicans on Capitol Hill, Zelenskyy faces a much more tense situation with Trump. The latest round of sniping started on Sunday, when The New Yorker published an interview with Zelenskyy in which he criticized JD Vance, Trump's running mate, as "too radical" for suggesting that Ukraine needs to give up some territory to end the war. Zelenskyy also dismissed Trump's boasts that he could quickly negotiate a solution, saying "my feeling is that Trump doesn't really know how to stop the war even if he might think he knows how."
On the same day, Zelenskyy toured a Pennsylvania factory producing munitions for the war. He was joined by Democratic Gov. Josh Shapiro, a top surrogate for Harris, and Republicans criticized the visit as a political stunt in a political battleground state. 

    


House Speaker Mike Johnson demanded that Zelenskyy fire the Ukrainian ambassador to the U.S., alleging that the tour was "designed to help Democrats and is clearly election interference." The Louisiana Republican didn't attend any of lawmakers' meetings with Zelenskyy on Thursday.
Max Bergmann, director of the Europe, Russia and Eurasia program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, said Zelenskyy is in a "no-win situation" where he "can't even visit a U.S. weapons manufacturer to say thank you without being attacked." 
Zelenskyy's trip to Washington coincides with the annual meeting of the U.N. General Assembly in New York, where the Ukrainian leader spoke on Wednesday. Last week, Trump said he would "probably" meet with Zelenskyy while he was in the U.S., but a senior campaign official said there was never a meeting on the books.
The official, who requested anonymity to discuss private conversations, said Trump had told Zelenskyy back in July that it would probably be better not to sit down together until after the election. A Zelenskyy aide did not respond to questions about the potential meeting. 
Trump was impeached during his first term over asking Zelenskyy for help investigating Biden, then a candidate for the Democratic presidential nomination, at a time when the Ukrainian leader was seeking support from Washington.
Now there are fears that Trump would cut off or add strings to U.S. military assistance if he returned to the White House. Trump has also spoken admiringly about Putin, and this week he praised Russia's record of winning wars.
Charles Kupchan, a senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations, said Trump is not wrong to want a negotiated end to the war. However, he said, Trump risks undermining Ukraine by enabling Putin to make more gains on the battlefield. 
"Neither Ukraine nor Russia is going to win this war, and the sooner that the parties try to end this, the better," Kupchan said. "Where Trump goes off course, and where Biden and Harris have a much stronger argument, is that we get to that point not by throwing Ukraine under the bus but by giving them sufficient support so they can block further Russian aggression."
Zelenskyy can expect a far different tone from Harris, who met with him in Munich just days before Russia invaded. 
During her debate with Trump earlier this month, Harris expressed pride in U.S. support for Ukraine's "righteous defense."
"If Donald Trump were president, Putin would be sitting in Kyiv right now," she said. 

___ Associated Press writers Aamer Madhani and Michelle Price in New York and Ellen Knickmeyer, Lisa Mascaro, Mary Clare Jalonick, Kevin Freking, Steven Groves and Amelia Thomson-Deveaux in Washington contributed to this report.
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                                        FORT JACKSON, South Carolina (AP) -- After several very difficult years and a swath of new programs and enticements, the Army, Air Force, Marine Corps and Space Force will all meet their recruiting goals by the end of this month and the Navy will come very close, the military services say. 
The results represent a slight uptick in young people joining the military, reversing a dismal trend as the services struggled to overcome severe restrictions on in-person recruiting mandated by the COVID-19 pandemic, the low unemployment rate and stiff competition from private companies able to pay more and provide similar or better benefits.
But Army leaders looking to the future worry that an expected drop in the youth population may signal more difficult times ahead. And other military officials say that while they are seeing improvements, they will still face tough challenges and must keep transforming their recruiting going forward.

    


Military leaders note that only about 23% of young adults are physically, mentally and morally qualified to serve without receiving some type of waiver. Moral behavior issues include drug use, gang ties or a criminal record. And of those qualified to serve, many are wary of taking on a job that puts their life or health at risk.




The Army has made the biggest comeback, after falling far short of recruiting goals for the past two years. Two years ago, the Army brought in 45,000 recruits, far less than the 60,000 it needed, and last year it again fell 15,000 short of what leaders publicly set as a "stretch goal" of 65,000 recruits. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This year, with a lower goal of 55,000, the service will meet its target, Army Secretary Christine Wormuth said Wednesday, and she plans to now set a higher goal for 2025.
"We not only met our goal, we exceeded it," she said in an interview with The Associated Press. "Our goal was 55,000 new contracts and 5,000 young people in our delayed entry program. We exceeded that goal of 55,000 by a few hundred, and we put 11,000 young people into the delayed entry program, which is going to give our recruiters a really strong jumping-off point to start towards our recruiting target for next year."

    


Still, she noted, "the headwinds that we've been facing are not going to stop blowing." Wormuth said that an expected drop of about 10% in the number of college-age young people in 2026 is a significant concern. The dip comes 18 years after the financial recession in 2008, which triggered a decrease in the number of children born. 
It's a big issue, she said, because the Army and the other services recruit from that population. And other challenges will also continue.
"I think we're going to probably continue to see pretty low unemployment. We're still going to see 60% go to college. It's a more competitive labor market," Wormuth said. "So we're going to have to kind of keep fighting hard for our new recruits."
A key to the recruiting success, she said, has been the Army's future soldier prep course that gives lower-performing recruits up to 90 days of academic or fitness instruction to help them meet military standards. This year more than 13,000 recruits -- or 24% of the 55,000 -- came in through the program, which was started as a test two years ago.

    


The Navy is the only service that won't hit its goal this year. While the service was able to sign up 40,600 recruits as hoped, the crush of last-minute enlistments means it won't be able to get them all through boot camp by next month. As a result, the Navy will fall about 5,000 short of its target to get all of the recruits into the 10-week training course at Great Lakes, Illinois, by the end of the fiscal year. 
"I'm excited that even though we can't get everybody that we've signed up right now through boot camp by the end of this month, we now have a delayed entry pool for the beginning of next year, which will really prime the pump," said Navy Adm. Lisa Franchetti, in an interview with The Associated Press. 
The Navy fell short of its recruiting goal by about 7,000 last year, prompting leaders to take more dramatic steps than the other services. It has worked to greatly expand its pool of applicants by bringing in recruits who don't have high school diplomas or a GED and by taking young adults who score very low on the armed services test. Both are rare steps that the other services greatly limit or avoid.

    


Navy leaders also followed the Army and created a future sailor prep course that gives underperforming recruits academic or physical fitness training to help them qualify for enlistment. That course, said Franchetti, "is having really good results for our teammates that want to be in the Navy."
The Air Force, which fell short of its recruiting target last year by about 10%, will hit its goal to recruit at least 27,100 this year while also managing to bolster its pool of delayed entry applicants and will start the next fiscal year with more than 13,000.

    


All of the services try to have a pool of applicants ready to go when they start the year, but they all had to dip heavily into that bank of recruits to make their numbers in recent years.
Brig. Gen. Christopher Amrhein, who heads Air Force recruiting, told the AP that there wasn't one "silver bullet" change and the service was able to make some adjustments "without actually changing the quality of the members that are coming in."
The service expanded its ability to bring in legal permanent residents, beefed up its social media presence and has looked for improved partnerships with sports events, including NASCAR.
"It was several initiatives, thoughts, discipline training, all working in harmony, plus some really hard work by our recruiters to have a very strong year," he said, but added, "We've got to keep our foot on the gas on this. We're not out of the woods."
The Marine Corps and the tiny Space Force -- the two smallest services -- have consistently met their goals. The Space Force brought in 716 recruits -- a bit more than its goal of 659.
And the Marine Corps hit its target of roughly 28,000 recruits, and for the first time since the COVID-19 pandemic will go into the next year with a larger delayed-entry pool than the previous year.

"Our recruiters, who are assigned to every ZIP code across the nation, knew this year would be challenging, but they never stopped fighting to accomplish the mission," said Maj. Gen. William Bowers, head of Marine Corps Recruiting Command, adding that they "are going into the next fiscal year more confident, focused and determined to meet or exceed the 2025 mission."
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            FILE - This booking photo provided by the Oklahoma Department of Corrections shows Emmanuel Littlejohn, Feb. 8, 2023. (Oklahoma Department of Corrections via AP, File)
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            FILE - Augustina Sanders hugs Kim Ludwig, a paralegal in the Federal Public Defender's Office in Oklahoma City, after the Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board voted 3-2 to recommend clemency for Sanders' brother, Emmanuel Littlejohn, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Sean Murphy, File)
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                                        McALESTER, Okla. (AP) -- Oklahoma executed a man Thursday for his role in the 1992 shooting death of a convenience store owner after the governor rejected a recommendation from the state's parole board to spare his life.
Emmanuel Littlejohn, 52, received a lethal injection at the Oklahoma State Penitentiary and was declared dead at 10:17 a.m. His execution came after Republican Gov. Kevin Stitt declined to commute his sentence to life in prison without parole.
"A jury found him guilty and sentenced him to death," said Stitt. He added, "As a law and order governor, I have a hard time unilaterally overturning that decision." 
Strapped to a gurney and with an IV line in his right arm, Littlejohn looked toward his mother and daughter, who witnessed the execution.
"Mom, you OK?" Littlejohn asked. 
"I'm OK," his mother, Ceily Mason, responded.

    


"Everything is going to be OK. I love you," he said.
Mason sobbed quietly and clutched a cross necklace during the lethal injection, which began shortly after 10 a.m. Littlejohn's breathing became labored before a doctor declared him unconscious at 10:07 a.m. He was pronounced dead 10 minutes later.




Littlejohn's spiritual advisor, the Rev. Jeff Hood, was inside the death chamber and prayed over him.
Steven Harpe, the director of the Oklahoma Department of Corrections, said the lethal injection went without any problems.
A state appellate court on Wednesday denied a last-minute legal challenge to the constitutionality of the state's lethal injection method of execution. A similar appeal filed in federal court also rejected Thursday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Littlejohn is the third Oklahoma inmate put to death this year and the 14th since the state resumed executions in 2021 after a more than six-year hiatus. If another execution set for Thursday evening in Alabama is carried out, it would mark the first time in decades that five death row inmates were put to death in the U.S. within one week.

    


The five executions would also mark another grim milestone -- 1,600 executions since the death penalty was reinstated by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1976, according to the Death Penalty Information Center.
Littlejohn was 20 when prosecutors say he and co-defendant Glenn Bethany robbed the Root-N-Scoot convenience store in south Oklahoma City in June 1992. The store's owner, Kenneth Meers, 31, was killed.
During video testimony to the Pardon and Parole Board last month, Littlejohn apologized to Meers' family but denied firing the fatal shot. Littlejohn's attorneys pointed out that the same prosecutor tried Bethany and Littlejohn in separate trials using a nearly identical theory, even though there was only one shooter and one bullet that killed Meers.
But prosecutors told the board that two teenage store employees who witnessed the robbery both said Littlejohn, not Bethany, fired the fatal shot. Bethany was sentenced to life in prison without parole.
Littlejohn's attorneys also argued that killings resulting from a robbery are rarely considered death penalty cases and that prosecutors today would not have pursued the ultimate punishment.

    


"It is evident that Emmanuel would not have been sentenced to death if he'd been tried in 2024 or even 2004," attorney Caitlin Hoeberlein told the board.
Littlejohn was prosecuted by former Oklahoma County District Attorney Bob Macy, who was known for his zealous pursuit of the death penalty and secured 54 death sentences during more than 20 years in office.
Because of the board's 3-2 recommendation, Stitt had the option of commuting Littlejohn's sentence to life in prison without parole. 

Stitt has granted clemency only once during his nearly six years in office, in 2021, when he commuted Julius Jones' death sentence to life without parole just hours before Jones was scheduled to receive a lethal injection. Stitt has denied clemency recommendations from the board in three other cases: Bigler Stouffer, James Coddington and Phillip Hancock, all of whom were executed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/oklahoma-execution-emmanuel-littlejohn-7b6822bb3ad19122a903f9e215797646



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



US health authorities need to play a larger role in cannabis policy, a new report says
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                    FILE - A marijuana plant is seen at a medical marijuana dispensary in Egg Harbor Township, N.J., March 22, 2019. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)
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                                        With more Americans using ever-stronger marijuana, a federal advisory panel is calling for a public health approach that's a big departure from "Just Say No." 
Thursday's report proposes a health-focused strategy with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention taking a larger role in cannabis policy than ever before.
"We'd like the federal government to step up to provide some leadership in this area," said Dr. Steven Teutsch of the University of Southern California, who chaired the committee behind the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine report. The CDC and the National Institutes of Health sponsored the report. A CDC spokesperson said Thursday that the agency would study the recommendations and that more money would be needed to implement them.
An estimated 18 million Americans report using marijuana daily or near-daily, more than the number who drink alcohol that often. 

    


Today, 38 states and the District of Columbia allow the medical use of marijuana and many of those states also allow adult recreational use, with taxes and regulation of sales similar to alcohol. Florida voters will decide on recreational use in November.




Marijuana remains illegal under federal law, although the government is taking steps to reclassify cannabis as a less dangerous drug while still illegal.
Cannabis is getting stronger, with levels of the intoxicating compound THC rising. Twenty-five years ago, cannabis flower contained about 5% THC.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Now you go into the stores, it's hard to find products that are less than 20% THC," said Beau Kilmer, co-director of the RAND Drug Policy Research Center and a report committee member.
Cannabis can ease chronic pain, but evidence on other health benefits has been limited by lack of research. The risks for heavy users include car accidents and repeated bouts of vomiting that can send people to the emergency room. 

    


For teens, cannabis can get in the way of learning and increase the risk of mood and anxiety disorders. Regular use during pregnancy can raise risks for the baby.
Public health "took a back seat" as states passed cannabis laws, Teutsch said. "Financial interests played a substantial role in influencing those policies." 
According to the report, industry lobbying has prevented attempts in Washington state to limit THC concentration and attempts in Colorado to restrict pesticides in cannabis cultivation. 
Aaron Smith of the National Cannabis Industry Association said states have protected public health by replacing criminal markets with regulated businesses "that are required to test products for contaminants, practice truth in labeling, and most importantly, keep cannabis products out of the hands of minors." Making cannabis legal nationally would improve public health through federal regulation, Smith said.
Among the report's recommendations for the CDC:
-- Develop and evaluate health campaigns about cannabis, specifically for parents, young people, pregnant women and people 65 and older.
-- Monitor cannabis cultivation, sales, use and health impacts. 

    


-- Create best practices for state regulation, including ways to limit youth access.
For Congress:
-- Close a loophole that allows intoxicating products derived from hemp to be widely sold, even in states where other cannabis products are illegal.
-- Remove restrictions on the Office of National Drug Control Policy that prevent it from studying the effects of cannabis legalization.
For states:
-- Require training and certification for cannabis retail staff. 
-- Automatically expunge or seal records for low-level cannabis-related offenses in states that have decriminalized cannabis.
-- Adopt and enforce quality standards set by the U.S. Pharmacopeia, an independent group that sets standards in medicines and dietary supplements.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            FILE - Open AI Chief Executive Officer Sam Altman (C) speaks at the Advancing Sustainable Development through Safe, Secure, and Trustworthy AI event on Sept. 23, 2024, in New York. (Bryan R. Smith/Pool Photo via AP)
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            FILE - Sam Altman, right, CEO of ChatGPT maker OpenAI, and Mira Murati, chief technology officer, appear at OpenAI DevDay, OpenAI's first developer conference, on Nov. 6, 2023 in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Barbara Ortutay, File)
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                                        OpenAI's history as a nonprofit research institute that also sells commercial products like ChatGPT may be coming to an end as the San Francisco company looks to more fully convert itself into a for-profit corporation accountable to shareholders.
The company's board is considering a decision that would change the company into a public benefit corporation, according to a source familiar with the discussions who wasn't authorized to speak publicly about them.
While OpenAI already has a for-profit division, where most of its staff works, it is controlled by a nonprofit board of directors whose mission is to help humanity. That would change if the company converts the core of its structure to a public benefit corporation, which is a type of corporate entity that is supposed to help society as well as turn a profit.
No final decision has been made by the board and the timing of the shift hasn't been determined, the source said.

    


OpenAI's CEO Sam Altman acknowledged in public remarks Thursday that the company is thinking about restructuring but said the departures of key executives the day before weren't related.




Speaking at a tech conference in Italy, Sam Altman mentioned that OpenAI has been considering an overhaul to get to the "next stage." But he said it was not connected to the Wednesday resignations of Chief Technology Officer Mira Murati and two other top leaders.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"OpenAI will be stronger for it as we are for all of our transitions," Altman told the Italian Tech Week event in Turin. "I saw some stuff that this was, like, related to a restructure. That's totally not true. Most of the stuff I saw was also just totally wrong," he said without any more specificity.
"But we have been thinking about (a restructuring)," he added. OpenAI's board has been considering a revamp for a year as it tries to figure out what's needed to "get to our next stage."

    


OpenAI said Thursday that it will still retain a nonprofit arm.
"We remain focused on building AI that benefits everyone and as we've previously shared we're working with our board to ensure that we're best positioned to succeed in our mission," it said in a written statement. "The nonprofit is core to our mission and will continue to exist." 
The resignations of Murati, Chief Research Officer Bob McGrew and another research leader, Barret Zoph, were "just about people being ready for new chapters of their lives and a new generation of leadership," Altman said. 
The exits were the latest in a string of recent high-profile departures that also include the resignations of OpenAI co-founder Ilya Sutskever and safety team leader Jan Leike in May. In a statement, Leike had leveled criticism at OpenAI for letting safety "take a backseat to shiny products."
Much of the conflict at OpenAI has been rooted in its unusual governance structure. Founded in 2015 as a nonprofit with a mission to safely build futuristic AI to help humanity, it is now a fast-growing big business still controlled by a nonprofit board bound to its original mission.


    


This unique structure made it possible for four OpenAI board members -- Sutskever, two outside tech entrepreneurs and an academic -- to briefly oust Altman last November in what was later described as a dispute over a "significant breakdown in trust" between the board and top executives. But with help from a powerful backer, Microsoft, Altman was brought back to the CEO role days later and a new board replaced the old one. OpenAI also put Altman back on the board of directors in May.
----
The Associated Press and OpenAI have a licensing and technology agreement that allows OpenAI access to part of AP's text archives.
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            Fans celebrate after a Baltimore Orioles's walkoff win over the San Francisco Giants after a baseball game, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani (17) celebrates with first base coach Clayton McCullough (86) after he singled during the sixth inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres in Los Angeles, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. Will Smith scored. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Shorter games, more running, more action. Two years in, MLB's rule changes have provided a jolt

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            Fans watch during a baseball game between the Baltimore Orioles and the Detroit Tigers, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6

                                    
                                    Fans watch during a baseball game between the Baltimore Orioles and the Detroit Tigers, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            Fans celebrate after a Baltimore Orioles's walkoff win over the San Francisco Giants after a baseball game, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 6

                                    
                                    Fans celebrate after a Baltimore Orioles's walkoff win over the San Francisco Giants after a baseball game, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani gestures toward his dugout after hitting a double during the first inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 6

                                    
                                    Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani gestures toward his dugout after hitting a double during the first inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            New York Yankees' Aaron Judge waits to bat during the seventh inning of a baseball game against the Oakland Athletics in Oakland, Calif., Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Nic Coury)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 6

                                    
                                    New York Yankees' Aaron Judge waits to bat during the seventh inning of a baseball game against the Oakland Athletics in Oakland, Calif., Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Nic Coury)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            San Diego Padres' Fernando Tatis Jr. celebrates after a ground-rule double during the third inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers in Los Angeles, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 6

                                    
                                    San Diego Padres' Fernando Tatis Jr. celebrates after a ground-rule double during the third inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers in Los Angeles, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani (17) celebrates with first base coach Clayton McCullough (86) after he singled during the sixth inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres in Los Angeles, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. Will Smith scored. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 6

                                    
                                    Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani (17) celebrates with first base coach Clayton McCullough (86) after he singled during the sixth inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres in Los Angeles, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. Will Smith scored. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            WILL GRAVES

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        PITTSBURGH (AP) -- Two years ago, it looked as if Major League Baseball was having an existential crisis. To many inside the game, it certainly felt like one as a sport built on its timelessness careened toward a future hellbent on speeding things up.
Pitch clocks. Defensive shift bans. Bigger bases. Fewer throwovers. Ghost runners. Expanded playoffs designed to keep more teams in contention. All with the expressed purpose of getting the fans in the stands to put down their phones and the ones sitting at home from flipping to a channel where something -- anything really -- was actually happening.
Though the changes were working, there was trepidation. And with good reason.
Los Angeles Dodgers manager Dave Roberts could feel baseball retreating into the mainstream background, and the metrics -- from attendance to TV ratings on down -- backed it up.

    


"I think that in the last 10 or 20 years, you know, football and basketball have taken market share," he said.
The issue wasn't the players, who are throwing it harder, hitting the ball farther and running faster than any previous generation. It was the game itself.




Texas Rangers manager Bruce Bochy was in the midst of a three-year sabbatical in the early 2020s and would often find himself engaged in the same conversation over and over.
"'Man, your game slowed down,'" Bochy would be told before adding that he agreed with the assessment "because I was watching them, too."
Baseball rule changes having tangible impact

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Nearly two seasons into MLB's great experiment, the tide has turned.
The average game time has dropped to 2 hours, 36 minutes, the lowest since 1984. Attendance is up 11% since 2022. Viewership -- particularly among fans 18-34 -- has risen 10.5% since the changes were adopted. Youth participation is spiking. Baseball's social media ecosystem is thriving. 

    
        
            
                

            

        

    

The angst that accompanied MLB's modernization has been replaced with something far different as the 2024 playoffs loom: legit buzz.

    


The best player on Roberts' team, Shohei Ohtani -- who also happens to be the best hitter on the planet -- offered proof in Miami last week. 
Six swings. Three home runs. Two stolen bases. A club-record 10 RBIs. The inaugural member of the 50/50 club. One iconic performance by Ohtani that broke barriers and social media along with it.
Yet maybe the most impressive number on the most remarkable night of Ohtani's career -- so far anyway -- was Time of Game: 3 hours, 6 minutes. During that span the Dodgers and the Marlins managed to combine for 24 runs, 25 hits and 54 outs and sparked countless "did you see what Shohei did?" conversations.
"I don't love all the rule changes, but they seem to be making the game more exciting for fans, which is why we play -- for our fans," Cleveland Guardians manager Stephen Vogt said.
Fans enjoying watching more action, rising baseball stars
A fanbase that is growing younger seemingly in lockstep with the game's bid to get faster.
According to MLB, the median age of ticket buyers has dropped five years (from 51 to 46) since 2019. The number of tickets sold to fans ages 18-34 has jumped 8.5% over that span. It helps that the games are getting shorter. Attendance at weeknight games is up 12% over 2022 per MLB, in part because fans aren't as concerned they're going to be out all night.

    
        
            
                

            

        

    


    


"To sit down and watch a game used to be just too much of a time commitment, right?" said Tate Conrad of Des Moines, Iowa, while taking in a game at between the Chicago Cubs and New York Yankees in early September.
Now, not so much. And it's not just that the games are shorter. There's more happening, most notably on the base paths.
The decision to limit pickoffs has allowed base runners to go wild. There have been nearly 1,000 more stolen bases in 2024 than there were in 2022 heading into the final days of the regular season. Check your phone for a second and that runner on first might be standing on third by the time you look up.
"I just feel like the attention span of people is getting shorter and shorter," Arizona Diamondbacks outfielder Jake McCarthy said. "So I just think when you turn on a baseball game, the odds of a play like that happening -- (the changes have) increased the chances of it."

    


Hardly the picture of a sport that Pittsburgh Pirates rookie ace Paul Skenes allows only tongue-somewhat-in-cheek could seem monotonous to those on the outside looking in.
"You know, especially nights like tonight," the 22-year-old said after limiting Miami to one run in six innings while racking up nine strikeouts in a 3-2 victory on Sept. 9. "Not very many runs scored, that kind of thing. It is a boring sport in some ways."
Not when Skenes is on the hill. The former No. 1 overall pick turned All-Star starter has been a sensation in his first year with the Pirates. His starts are simply known as "Skenes Day" in Pittsburgh and fans will show up to PNC Park wearing faux Skenes-inspired mustaches to go with their No. 30 jerseys. 

    


The flame-throwing right-hander is among a wave of young stars, including San Diego Padres outfielder Jackson Merrill, Kansas City shortstop Bobby Witt Jr. and Cincinnati shortstop Elly De La Cruz.
The rising stars could eventually be where Ohtani and teammate Mookie Betts, New York Yankees slugger Aaron Judge, and Philadelphia Phillies first baseman Bryce Harper are now: the faces of the game.
Nontraditional outlets bringing more eyeballs to baseball
Yet there's more at play here. It's not just baseball that's changing, but the way the game is being consumed. It's not just that more fans are watching games on their phones than ever -- MLB.TV's 28 highest-rated telecasts have all come over the course of the last two seasons -- but that they're looking toward nontraditional outlets for analysis, perspective and more than a few laughs.
Outlets like Jomboy Media. Co-founded seven years ago by Jimmy O'Brien when he was in his late 20s along with Jake Storiale, Jomboy Media offers sports-related content across various platforms, including a YouTube channel that has nearly 2 million subscribers.
The Jomboy offerings run the gamut, from comically tinged breakdowns to in-depth analysis to trivia contests among the company's on-air talent, most of whom are in their 20s.
"My brother is 10 years younger than I am, and baseball abandoned him," O'Brien said. "They didn't put highlights where people could find them."
It's not just young males getting involved either.
Skenes' girlfriend is LSU gymnast/influencer Livvy Dunne, who has spent a chunk of her summer exposing her 5.3 million Instagram followers to Skenes' rapid rise from college star to rookie MLB phenom.
While Skenes himself generally shies away from social media, he also gave a tutorial on his "splinker" grip on the "Pitching Ninja" YouTube channel. Those kinds of appearances can create a connection that was simply unavailable a generation ago. Skenes sees the increasingly symbiotic relationship between players and content creators as a driver of interest in the game.
"They are growing the game and I think that's a byproduct of what we're doing on the field," he said.
Loosening swag restrictions in baseball widens the game's appeal 
The aim isn't just to create fans, but players. There's evidence that it's working.
Over 16 million children participated casually in baseball in 2023, according to the Sports & Fitness Industry Association, more than double what it was in 2014, the last year before MLB launched it's "Play Ball" Initiative. Little League International counts more than 2 million kids playing youth baseball or softball under its umbrella across the world, a slight increase over 2019.
The hope is the changes create a trickle-down effect. Make the games move along faster to appeal to a wider audience. Maybe kids watching -- on their TVs, their tablets, their phones or in the stands -- will find baseball a more appealing alternative to other sports or video games.
It helps MLB has loosened up its staid rules on uniforms and celebrations, allowing players to express themselves in ways that used to be forbidden. Bat-flips, hand-gestures and highly specific home run celebrations are now an accepted part of the game, along with more freedom for players to use whatever colors they prefer on their cleats or their gloves. 
Swag is important. Pirates manager Derek Shelton points to New York Mets shortstop Francisco Lindor as proof.
"I think it's been a very concerted effort by Major League Baseball to try to make it a little bit more, I don't know if 'cooler' is the right word but appealing to younger kids because that's what they gravitate towards," Shelton said.
Ten years ago, Andrew McCutchen was a perennial MVP candidate who had swag to spare, from his dreadlocks (long since shorn) to the way he'd drop his bat after a walk. 
When the Pittsburgh Pirates designated hitter looks out across the MLB landscape, he sees players his 6-year-old son Steel might one day emulate. Players from Atlanta outfielder Ronald Acuna Jr. to San Diego Padres star Fernando Tatis, all unafraid to draw attention to themselves or their sport.
"People are showing their personalities a little more, especially at a very young age that they are in their careers and that's good," McCutchen said. "That's good for the game."
The numbers across the board offer proof. The skepticism that greeted the rule changes and all that came with it has morphed into something bordering on optimism. 
While things are hardly perfect -- not in a season that will end with the historically bad Chicago White Sox crossing the 120-loss barrier, the Athletics bailing on Oakland and a rash of elbow injuries to high-profile pitchers that have left some wondering if the clock is to blame -- there is an energy about the game that it lacked in recent years. Yes, it took seismic changes to get here. Yet all sides seem to have bought in as a potentially electric October looms.
Roberts sees it on the field, in the stands, and in the culture.
"The talent's never been higher," the Dodgers manager said. "More eyeballs (are on the game). And I think attendance is speaking volumes to that. I think the parity in the game speaks to that. So we're in a good spot."
___

AP Baseball Writers Ron Blum, Jay Cohen, Stephen Hawkins, Janie McCauley and Mike Fitzpatrick and AP Sports Writers Alanis Thames, Tom Withers, Steve Megargee, Joe Reedy and Dave Skretta contributed to this report.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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Diners are skipping restaurants and making more meals at home as inflation trend inverts
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                    A woman checks prices as she shops at a grocery store in Wheeling, Ill., Friday, Jan. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Eating in is in and eating out is out.
That's the message that inflation-squeezed consumer s have been sending to fast-food companies and other restaurants. Meanwhile food producers are benefitting from more palatable prices in grocery store aisles.
Inflation has been easing broadly for more than a year now, and it's been cooling faster for grocery items since the middle of the year. The current trend marks a reversal from previous years when grocery inflation outpaced restaurants as food producers raised prices, often fattening their profit margins.
The shift has been weighing on McDonald's, Olive Garden owner Darden Restaurants, and similar chains.
Orlando-based Darden reported a 1.1% sales drop at restaurants open for at least a year. The decline was a more severe 2.9% at the Olive Garden chain. July was especially weak.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


McDonald's reported a 1.1% drop for that same sales measure during its second quarter, compared with an 11.7% jump a year prior.
"You are seeing consumers being much more discretionary as they treat restaurants," said McDonald's CEO Christopher J. Kempczinski, in a call with analysts following the earnings report. "You're seeing that the consumer is eating at home more often. You're seeing more deal seeking from the consumer."




Both Darden and McDonald's are offering more bargains to entice cautious consumers. Olive Garden has brought back its "never ending pasta bowl," while McDonald's introduced its $5 value meal deal.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Consumers have been focusing more on groceries and eating at home, and that's driving sales volumes for companies like General Mills, which makes Cheerios cereal, Progresso soups and Haagen-Dazs ice cream.
"We did anticipate that might be the case as we see consumers taking value," said General Mills CEO Jeffrey L. Harmening in a call with analysts. "Consumers are still economically stressed, so that played out the way we thought."

    


General Mills and other food producers had raised prices to offset rising inflation, resulting in profit margin boosts for many of them. Now they are among food producers trimming some prices to ease the squeeze on consumers.
Grocery stores have also reaped more of the benefits from consumers dining at home. Kroger reported a 1.2% rise in sales at stores open at least a year during its most recent quarter. Wall Street expects that measure to rise 1.8% during Kroger's current quarter and 2.1% during the final quarter of its fiscal year.

"We are cautiously optimistic about our sales outlook for the second half of the year and expect customers to continue prioritizing food and essentials," said Kroger CEO Rodney McMullen.
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Americans are more likely to see Harris' gender as a hurdle than they were for Clinton: AP-NORC poll
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                    This combination of photos shows Vice President Kamala Harris, left, on Aug. 7, 2024, and Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump on July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Americans are more likely to believe that being a woman will hurt Kamala Harris ' chances in the November election, compared with eight years ago when Hillary Clinton was running. And they are more likely to believe that Donald Trump 's gender will help him.
A new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research indicates a shift in attitudes among U.S. adults in the time between the candidacies of the first and second female major-party nominees. 
About 4 in 10 Americans think Harris' gender will hurt her chances of getting elected this fall. During the 2016 campaign, about 3 in 10 said the same about Clinton's gender.
The shift in attitudes is largely driven by Democrats -- particularly Democratic men. About 3 in 10 Democratic men thought Clinton's gender would hurt her "somewhat" or "a lot" prior to her loss to Trump. About half now say that about Harris.

    


"I would say this country doesn't really have an outstanding track record of supporting female candidates," said Julian Zeng, a 34-year-old copy editor and writer from California who is a Democrat.




Democratic women have also grown more likely to say being a woman could be a hurdle for a presidential candidate: About 4 in 10 Democratic women said Clinton's gender would hurt her, and about half say that about Harris now. Republican men only shifted slightly, and Republican women's views remained stable.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Americans are also more likely to see Trump's gender as something that will help his chances of being elected. About 4 in 10 U.S. adults now say that being a man is something that will help him, up from around 3 in 10 when the same question was asked in an AP-NORC poll during his 2016 campaign.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

The poll helps explain how both candidates approach gender
The poll's findings seem to bolster arguments for the way both candidates have addressed gender in their campaigns.
Harris focuses less on the history-making potential of her win than Clinton did, even though the possibility of electing a woman president could enthuse her supporters. She does emphasize reproductive rights in her campaign and Trump's nomination of three of the Supreme Court justices who voted to overturn a nationally guaranteed right to abortion. 

    


Trump, who for years has preferred to blast the Village People's song "Macho Man" as he enters and exits his campaign rallies, has courted younger men and promoted a masculine image with appearances at mixed-martial arts events and football games. He has recently started calling himself a "protector" of women.
Carlos Stallworth, a 59-year-old Republican from California, said Trump's gendered appeal comes through in his campaigning, calling the former president "a guy's guy, a man's man kind of guy."
Stallworth, who said he's undecided but leaning toward Trump in November, said he is skeptical that Harris can win and feels that she's not coming off as a forceful would-be commander-in-chief by not releasing more detailed plans, particularly on issues like the economy, that will help her overcome attitudes in "a male-chauvinist world."

    


"It's going to take a little bit more for her than just like the average guy," he said.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Some voters said Trump's persona and rhetoric might help Harris get past baked-in attitudes about women in power.
"Were it not Trump, I think that it would hurt her," said Elizabeth Aguilar, a 48-year-old university professor from Illinois.
Aguilar, a Democrat, said she thinks some voters may still be uncomfortable with the idea of a female president.
"But I think that his comments and his misogynist attitude are so far out that people may be willing to overlook the fact that she's a woman," she said. 
Clinton says she's 'really optimistic' about Harris
Only about one-quarter of Americans say Harris' gender "won't make a difference" to her chances of getting elected this fall, down from when one-third said that about Clinton in 2016. Slightly less than half say Trump's gender won't have an impact, down from around 6 in 10 during his first run.
In a recent interview with the AP conducted prior to the poll, Clinton said she's "feeling really optimistic" that Harris will win. She said she also feels Harris will benefit from the fact that the nation has become more accustomed to the image of a female presidential candidate, having seen not only her run eight years ago but also a crowded Democratic presidential primary four years later that included multiple female candidates.

    


"We now don't just have one image of a person who happens to be a woman who ran for president, namely me," Clinton said. "We've got a broader view, and I think that's all for the good."
Cherene Bates, a 51-year-old Republican from Pocatello, Idaho, said she hasn't decided who she's supporting in November, but she is optimistic that Harris' gender will not be an impediment for other voters.
"I really hope that people wouldn't discredit her because she's a female," Bates said. 

    


She said it's possible gender played a role in Clinton's loss in 2016, but she hopes it didn't.
"As a nation, I think we still were ready to switch gears, to have a different frame of mind and elect a female president," Bates said. "I hope that we're even more so now."
___
Price reported from New York. Associated Press writer Jocelyn Noveck in New York contributed to this report.
___

The poll of 2,028 adults was conducted Sept. 12-16, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 3.1 percentage points.
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Japanese court acquits the longest-serving death row inmate of a 1966 quadruple murder
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            Iwao Hakamada's acquittal by the Shizuoka District Court makes him the fifth death-row convict to be found not guilty in a retrial in postwar Japanese criminal justice.
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            Iwao Hakamada, left, 88-year-old former boxer who has been on death row for nearly six decades after his murder conviction that his lawyers said was based on forced confession and fabricated evidence, is helped by a supporter as he goes for a walk in Hamamatsu, Shizuoka prefecture, central Japan Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Hideko Hakamada, sister of 88-year-old former boxer Iwao Hakamada who has been on death row for nearly six decades after his murder conviction that his lawyers said was based on forced confession and fabricated evidence, speaks to journalists ahead of a retrial for a 1966 quadruple murder case, in Hamamatsu, Shizuoka prefecture, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Iwao Hakamada, 88-year-old former boxer who has been on death row for nearly six decades after his murder conviction that his lawyers said was based on forced confession and fabricated evidence, goes for a walk in Hamamatsu, Shizuoka prefecture, central Japan Thrusday, Sept. 26, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Hideko Hakamada, center, sister of 88-year-old former boxer Iwao Hakamada who has been on death row for nearly six decades after his murder conviction that his lawyers said was based on forced confession and fabricated evidence, reacts after a court ruled that her brother was not guilty in a retrial for a 1966 quadruple murder, in front of the court in Hamamatsu, Shizuoka prefecture, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. The signs read "Acquittal to Mr. Iwao Hakamada, " right, and "Acknowledged fabrications of evidence." (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Hideko Hakamada, center at right side, sister of 88-year-old former boxer Iwao Hakamada who has been on death row for nearly six decades after his murder conviction that his lawyers said was based on forced confession and fabricated evidence, is surrounded by journalists after a court ruled that her brother was not guilty in a retrial for a 1966 quadruple murder, in front of the court in Hamamatsu, Shizuoka prefecture, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. The signs read "Acquittal to Mr. Iwao Hakamada, " right, and "Acknowledged fabrications of evidence." (Kyodo News via AP)
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                                    Iwao Hakamada's acquittal by the Shizuoka District Court makes him the fifth death-row convict to be found not guilty in a retrial in postwar Japanese criminal justice.
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            Iwao Hakamada, 88-year-old former boxer who has been on death row for nearly six decades after his murder conviction that his lawyers said was based on forced confession and fabricated evidence, goes for a walk in Hamamatsu, Shizuoka prefecture, central Japan Thrusday, Sept. 26, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- A Japanese court found an 88-year-old former boxer not guilty on Thursday after a retrial for a 1966 quadruple murder, reversing a decision that made him the world's longest-serving death row inmate.
Iwao Hakamada's acquittal by the Shizuoka District Court makes him the fifth death row inmate to be found not guilty in a retrial in postwar Japan, where prosecutors have a more than 99% conviction rate. The case could rekindle a debate around abolishing the death penalty in Japan. 
The court found that evidence was fabricated and planted by investigators and that Hakamada was not the culprit, his lawyer Hideyo Ogawa said.
After the ruling and an explanation were read out, his 91-year-old sister Hideko Hakamada walked out of the courthouse with a big smile, welcomed by cheers and two big bouquets of flowers to celebrate the acquittal of her brother after the 58-year legal battle. 

    


"Thank you, everyone, we won an acquittal," she told a televised news conference. "When I heard the main sentence, it sounded almost divine. I was so touched and could not stop crying with joy."
Hakamada was convicted of murder in the 1966 killing of an executive and three of his family members, and setting fire to their home in central Japan. He was sentenced to death in 1968, but was not executed due to the lengthy appeal and retrial process in Japan's notoriously slow-paced criminal justice system.




He spent 48 years behind bars -- more than 45 of them on death row -- making him the world's longest-serving death row inmate, according to Amnesty International. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ogawa said he asked the prosecutors not to appeal the case, as is possible, but was told they have not yet decided what to do.
The lawyer also said the defense team is considering filing a lawsuit against the government, in part to learn more about the troubled investigation. If prosecutors do not appeal and his acquittal is finalized, Hakamada would be entitled to seek compensation. 

    


It took 27 years for the top court to deny his first appeal for retrial. His second appeal for a retrial was filed in 2008 by his sister. 
That request was granted in 2014, when a court ruled there was evidence suggesting he was wrongly accused. He was not cleared of the conviction, but he was released from prison and allowed to await retrial at home because his poor health and age made him a low risk for escape. 
But the case continued to bounce among several courts, until one finally ruled in his favor in 2023, paving the way for the latest retrial that began in October.
Following his arrest, Hakamada initially denied the accusations, but then confessed. He later said his confession was forced during a violent interrogation by police.
"I have nothing to do with the case ... I am innocent," he wrote in his letter to his mother while on trial in 1967. 
On Thursday, the court concluded that five pieces of bloodstained clothing that investigators claimed to have found hidden in a tank of fermented soybean paste, or miso, a year after Hakamada's arrest must have been put there long after the arrest. 

    


The court cited scientific experiments that showed the bloodstains should not have been visible on clothing soaked in miso for a year. The ruling concluded that investigators, who had said Hakamada wore the clothes during the crime, had applied the bloodstains themselves and planted the clothing. 
According to defense lawyers and earlier court rulings, the blood samples did not match Hakamada's DNA, and trousers that prosecutors submitted as evidence were too small for him.
Thursday's ruling also blamed the prosecutors for forcing Hakamada into a false confession because of an "inhumane" interrogation.
Ogawa, Hakamada's lawyer, praised the ruling as "groundbreaking" for clearly stating that the prosecution fabricated key evidence at the beginning. "I believe this ruling puts an end to the case. ... Now we must prevent prosecutors from appealing no matter what."
After Hakamada was sentenced to death, he expressed fear and anger at being falsely accused.

    


"When I go to sleep in a soundless solitary cell every night, I sometimes cannot help cursing God. I have not done anything wrong," he wrote to his family. "What a cold-blooded act to inflict such cruelty on me."
Hakamada, whose Christian name is Paulo, was invited to a Mass in Tokyo during Pope Francis' visit in 2019, five years after his release.
Supporters say Hakamada's nearly half-century detention took a toll on his mental health. Most of his 48 years behind bars was spent in solitary confinement. The first two months after Hakamada's release, he kept pacing inside the apartment, without even trying to go outside, his sister said. 
One day, she asked him to help her with groceries to get him to agree to leave the house. Going out for a walk then became his daily routine, though today he is less able and he goes out by car, assisted by his supporters. 

    


The case has drawn attention to and criticism of Japan's legal system. Japan Bar Association Chairperson Reiko Fuchigami urged the government and parliament on Thursday to promptly take steps to abolish the death penalty and lower hurdles for retrials.
"The Hakamada case clearly shows the cruelty of the wrongful death penalty, and the tragedy should never be repeated," she said, expressing hope that Hakamada truly regains his freedom and lives in serenity as a citizen.
At a final hearing at the Shizuoka court in May before Thursday's decision, prosecutors again demanded the death penalty, triggering criticism from rights groups that prosecutors were trying to prolong the trial.
Japan and the United States are the only two countries in the Group of Seven advanced nations that retain capital punishment. A survey by the Japanese government showed an overwhelming majority of the public supports executions.
Executions are carried out in secrecy in Japan and prisoners are not informed of their fate until the morning they are hanged. In 2007, Japan began disclosing the names of those executed and some details of their crimes, but disclosures are still limited.
Hideko Hakamada has devoted around half of her life to her brother's case. Before Thursday's ruling, she said she was in a never-ending battle.

"It is so difficult to get a retrial started," She told reporters in Tokyo. "I'm sure there are other people who have been wrongly accused and crying. ... I want the criminal law revised so that retrials are more easily available."
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            FILE - Hoda Kotb appears on NBC's "Today" show at Rockefeller Plaza on Thursday, May 19, 2022, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            This image released by NBC shows co-hosts Savannah Gutrhie, left, and Hoda Kotb on the set of the "Today" show in New York on June 10, 2024. (Nathan Congleton/NBC via AP)
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            This image released by NBC shows Hoda Kotb on the set of the "Today" show in New York on Feb. 29, 2024. (Nathan Congleton/NBC via AP)
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            This image released by NBC shows "Today" show co-host Hoda Kotb on the set in New York on June 12, 2024. (Nathan Congleton/NBC via AP)
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            FILE - Co-anchors Savannah Guthrie, left, and Hoda Kotb pose on set of the "Today" show at NBC Studios on Wednesday, June 27, 2018, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Hoda Kotb appears on NBC's "Today" show at Rockefeller Plaza on Thursday, May 19, 2022, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            This image released by NBC shows co-hosts Savannah Gutrhie, left, and Hoda Kotb on the set of the "Today" show in New York on June 10, 2024. (Nathan Congleton/NBC via AP)
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            This image released by NBC shows Hoda Kotb on the set of the "Today" show in New York on Feb. 29, 2024. (Nathan Congleton/NBC via AP)
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            This image released by NBC shows "Today" show co-host Hoda Kotb on the set in New York on June 12, 2024. (Nathan Congleton/NBC via AP)
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            FILE - Co-anchors Savannah Guthrie, left, and Hoda Kotb pose on set of the "Today" show at NBC Studios on Wednesday, June 27, 2018, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Hoda Kotb, a fixture at NBC for more than two decades, says she will leave her morning perch on the "Today" show early next year, telling staffers "it's time."
In a memo to her team -- and later in an emotional on-air reveal Thursday -- Kotb said her 60th birthday this summer helped trigger the departure: "I saw it all so clearly: my broadcast career has been beyond meaningful, a new decade of my life lies ahead, and now my daughters and my mom need and deserve a bigger slice of my time pie."
Kotb has co-anchored "Today" with Savannah Guthrie since 2018, filling in after Matt Lauer was fired amid sexual harassment allegations. She continued to co-host of the fourth hour of the morning show with Jenna Bush Hager, having previously hosted it alongside Kathie Lee Gifford. Kotb first joined NBC News as a correspondent for "Dateline" in 1998, and later joined "Today" in 2007. 

    


Her daughters are Haley, 7, and Hope, 5.
Kotb was surrounded by her co-workers when she told viewers of her decision, saying, "This is the hardest thing in the world" and "I've been practicing so I wouldn't cry, but anyway, I did."


"We love you so much," Guthrie, who has co-anchored "Today" with Kotb for more than five years, said with tears in her eyes. "And when you look around and see these tears, they're love. You are so loved. We don't want to imagine this place without you."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kotb's goodbye note mentioned many of her co-workers, like Al Roker: "Savannah: my rock. Jenna: my ride-or-die. Al: my longest friend at 30 Rock."

"Happily and gratefully, I plan to remain a part of the NBC family, the longest work relationship I've been lucky enough to hold close to my heart. I'll be around. How could I not? Family is family and you all will always be a part of mine," she wrote.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hoda-kotb-today-leaving-a6d095519caaaef3868f21f0ed565842



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



US and allies call for an immediate 21-day cease-fire between Israel and Hezbollah

    US and allies call for an immediate 21-day cease-fire between Israel and Hezbollah

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 8 | 
            U.S. President Joe Biden said that the U.S. was pushing for a 21-day cease-fire to allow for negotiations between Israel and Hezbollah. Speaking to reporters in Washington, DC, Biden said the proposal was "able to generate significant support from Europe as well as the Arab nations."
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            Lebanon's Prime Minister Najib Mikati speaks during a meeting of the Security Council, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at U.N. headquarters. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Israel's ambassador to the United Nations Danny Danon arrives during a meeting of the Security Council, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at U.N. headquarters. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            The Security Council meets to discuss Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at U.N. headquarters. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Lebanon's Prime Minister Najib Mikati, center, greets colleagues as he arrives for a Security Council meeting, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at U.N. headquarters. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            France's Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot addresses the Summit of the Future, in the United Nations General Assembly, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            United States President Joe Biden addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024, at UN headquarters. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)
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            France's President Emmanuel Macron addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly at United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The U.S., France and other allies jointly called Wednesday for an immediate 21-day cease-fire to allow for negotiations in the escalating conflict between Israel and Hezbollah that has killed more than 600 people in Lebanon in recent days.
The joint statement, negotiated on the sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly in New York, says the recent fighting is "intolerable and presents an unacceptable risk of a broader regional escalation." 
"We call for an immediate 21-day cease-fire across the Lebanon-Israel border to provide space for diplomacy," the statement said. "We call on all parties, including the governments of Israel and Lebanon, to endorse the temporary cease-fire immediately."
The U.S. hopes the new deal could lead to longer-term stability along the border between Israel and Lebanon. Months of Israeli and Hezbollah exchanges of fire have driven tens of thousands of people from their homes, and escalated attacks over the past week have rekindled fears of a broader war in the Middle East.

    


While the deal applies only to the Israel-Lebanon border, the U.S. officials said they were looking to use a three-week pause in fighting to restart stalled negotiations for a cease-fire and hostage release deal between Israel and Hamas, another Iranian-backed militant group, after nearly a year of war in Gaza. 




The U.S. officials said Hezbollah would not be a signatory to the new cease-fire proposal but believed the Lebanese government would coordinate its acceptance with the group. They said they expected Israel to "welcome" the proposal and perhaps formally accept it when Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks at the General Assembly on Friday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Netanyahu's office said the cease-fire plan put forward from the United States and France was only a proposal and that the prime minister, who was flying to the United States, has not responded to it.

    


Israeli Foreign Minister Israel Katz, who is the acting prime minister during Netanyahu's trip abroad, said there will be no cease-fire in the north, vowing to continue the fighting there "with full force until victory" and returning the tens of thousands of Israeli citizens evacuated from their homes in the north.
The prime minister's office added that the Israeli military was continuing to strike Hezbollah targets in Lebanon and Gaza.
The allies calling for a halt to the Israel-Hezbollah conflict are the United States, Australia, Canada, the European Union, France, the U.K., Germany, Italy, Japan, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates and Qatar.
Work on the proposal came together quickly this week with President Joe Biden's national security team, led by Secretary of State Antony Blinken and national security adviser Jake Sullivan, meeting with world leaders in New York and lobbying other countries to support the plan, according to U.S. officials who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomatic conversations.
Blinken first raised the proposal with the French foreign minister Monday and then broadened his outreach that evening at a dinner with the foreign ministers of all the Group of Seven industrialized democracies.

    


During a meeting Wednesday morning with Gulf Cooperation Council foreign ministers, Blinken approached Qatari Prime Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani and Saudi Foreign Minister Faisal bin Farhan to ask their approval and got it. Blinken and senior White House adviser Amos Hochstein then met with Lebanese Prime Minister Najib Mikati and won his approval.
Sullivan, Hochstein and senior adviser Brett McGurk were also in touch with Israeli officials about the proposal, one of the U.S. officials said. McGurk and Hochstein have been the White House's chief interlocutors with Israel and Lebanon since the Oct. 7 attack on Israel by Hamas launched the war in Gaza.
The officials said the deal crystallized by late Wednesday afternoon during a conversation on the sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly between Biden and French President Emmanuel Macron.
Blinken expects to meet Netanyahu's top strategic adviser in New York on Thursday ahead of the prime minister's arrival.

    


French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot told the U.N. Security Council during a special meeting that "we are counting on both parties to accept it without delay" and added that "war is not unavoidable."
At the meeting, Mikati, the Lebanese prime minister, publicly threw his support behind the French-U.S. plan that "enjoys international support and which would put an end to this dirty war."
He called on the Security Council "to guarantee the withdrawal of Israel from all the occupied Lebanese territories and the violations that are repeated on a daily basis."
Israel's U.N. Ambassador, Danny Danon, told journalists that Israel would like to see a cease-fire and the return of people to their homes near the border: "It will happen, either after a war or before a war. We hope it will be before."

    


Addressing the Security Council later, he made no mention of a temporary cease-fire but said Israel "does not seek a full-scale war."
Both Danon and Mikati reaffirmed their governments' commitment to a Security Council resolution that ended the 2006 Israeli-Hezbollah war. Never fully implemented, it called for a cessation of hostilities between Israel and Hezbollah, the withdrawal of Israeli forces from Lebanon to be replaced by Lebanese forces and U.N. peacekeepers, and the disarmament of all armed groups including Hezbollah.
Earlier Wednesday, Biden warned in an appearance on ABC's "The View" that "an all-out war is possible" but said he thinks the opportunity also exists "to have a settlement that can fundamentally change the whole region."
Biden suggested that getting Israel and Hezbollah to agree to a cease-fire could help achieve a cessation of hostilities between Israel and Hamas in Gaza. 
That war is approaching the one-year mark after Hamas attacked southern Israel on Oct. 7, killing about 1,200 people and taking hostages. Israel responded with an offensive that has since killed more than 41,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza health officials, who do not provide a breakdown of civilians and fighters in their count.
"It's possible and I'm using every bit of energy I have with my team ... to get this done," Biden said. "There's a desire to see change in the region."
The U.S. government also raised the pressure with additional sanctions targeting more than a dozen ships and other entities it says were involved in illicit shipments of Iranian petroleum for the financial benefit of Iran's Revolutionary Guard and Hezbollah.
___

AP reporters Zeke Miller and Darlene Superville in Washington, Josef Federman in Jerusalem, Edith M. Lederer at the United Nations and Bassem Mroue in Beirut contributed.
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            In this photo taken from a video released by the Russian Defense Ministry press service on Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, a Russian BM-21 Grad self-propelled 122 mm multiple rocket launcher fires on an undisclosed location in Ukraine. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            In this photo taken from a video released by Russian Defense Ministry press service on Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, A Russian serviceman fires Giatsint-B gun towards Ukrainian positions at an undisclosed location in Ukraine. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            In this photo taken from a video released by the Russian Defense Ministry press service on Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, Russian serviceman stands next to a BM-21 Grad self-propelled 122 mm multiple rocket launcher being prepared to operate on an undisclosed location in Ukraine. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            In this photo taken from a video released by the Russian Defense Ministry press service on Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, Russian serviceman stands next to a BM-21 Grad self-propelled 122 mm multiple rocket launcher being prepared to operate on an undisclosed location in Ukraine. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Ukraine's air defenses battled an overnight Russian aerial attack on the capital Kyiv for five hours, officials said Thursday, as missiles and drones again hammered the Ukrainian power grid.
The Kyiv attack injured at least two people, Ukraine's Emergency Service said. A kindergarten, a gas pipe and around 20 cars were damaged in the city, said the Kyiv Military Administration.
In western Ukraine, the air force said, Russia fired three Kinzhal hypersonic ballistic missiles -- one of Russia's most advanced weapons -- "in the direction of" Starokostiantyniv, a city in the Khmelnytskyi region, on Thursday morning. The air force said it could not make further information public, suggesting the missiles were aimed at a sensitive site.
Long-range strikes have been a hallmark of Russia's military campaign in Ukraine, now deep in its third year, often hitting civilian areas. Attacks on the electricity network have knocked out around 70% of Ukraine's energy generation capacity, according to the United Nations, bringing blackouts as winter approaches.

    


Air defense systems are a critical need for Ukraine, and President Volodymyr Zelenskyy was due to meet President Joe Biden in Washington on Thursday in an effort to ensure continuing U.S. military support for his country.




Energy infrastructure was hit in Ukraine's western Ivano-Frankivsk region, causing a blackout in parts of the regional capital of the same name, regional Gov. Svitlana Onyshchuk said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The power grid was also targeted in the southern Mykolaiv region, local authorities said without immediately providing further details.
Russia launched six missiles and 78 Shahed drones at Ukraine overnight from Wednesday to Thursday, Ukraine's air force said. Defenses destroyed four of the missiles and 66 drones in the air, it said.
In the south, a missile killed a 62-year-old woman in the Odesa region, where homes and cars were damaged, regional Gov. Oleh Kiper said.

    


In the city of Zaporizhzhia, at least 10 people were injured in the overnight attack, including a 14-year-old, said regional governor Ivan Fedorov. He published photographs of houses with their windows blown out and walls riddled with shrapnel. The Emergency Service said 12 residential buildings were damaged in the city and 18 people were evacuated.

Meanwhile, in the northeastern Sumy region ordnance experts defused a 500-kilogram (1,100-pound) glide bomb that landed without exploding next to a bridge over the River Psel.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-kyiv-missiles-drones-power-grid-1a0f720d49468836bb3f565cfcfbc21e



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next
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            New York City Mayor Eric Adams has been indicted by a federal grand jury on criminal charges that are still sealed. On Thursday night he said the charges are 'based on lies.' He also emphasized that he will continue to lead the city.
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            This image taken from video released by New York City Office of the Mayor, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, shows mayor Eric Adams speaking during a videotaped statement. (New York City Office of the Mayor via AP)
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            FILE - New York City mayor Eric Adams speaks to members of the press at a news conference in New York, Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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            This image taken from video released by New York City Office of the Mayor, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, shows mayor Eric Adams speaking during a videotaped statement. (New York City Office of the Mayor via AP)
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    Updates: The FBI seizes the New York City mayor's phone ahead of the unsealing of the indictment against him.


    


NEW YORK (AP) -- New York City Mayor Eric Adams has been indicted by a grand jury on federal criminal charges, according to two people familiar with the matter, an extraordinary culmination to weeks of searches, subpoenas and resignations of top officials that have thrust the city's government into crisis.
The indictment detailing the charges against Adams, a Democrat, was expected to be unsealed Thursday, according to the people, who spoke with The Associated Press on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss the matter publicly.
The U.S. attorney's office in Manhattan declined to comment.
In a speech recorded at his official residence, Adams said he would remain in office, describing any charges he may face as "entirely false, based on lies."
"I always knew that if I stood my ground for all of you, that I would be a target -- and a target I became," Adams said. "I will fight these injustices with every ounce of my strength and my spirit."

    


It was not immediately clear what laws Adams is accused of breaking or when he might have to appear in court.
Federal investigators had seized Adams' electronic devices nearly a year ago as part of an investigation focused, at least partly, on campaign contributions and Adams' interactions with the Turkish government. Because the charges were sealed, it was unknown whether they dealt with those same matters.




The indictment was first reported by The New York Times.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It marks a stunning turn for Adams, a former police captain who won election nearly three years ago to become the city's second Black mayor on a campaign that stressed his working class roots and commitment to public safety. But as Adams has made reducing crime a cornerstone of his administration, he has faced growing legal peril, with multiple federal investigations honing in on his top aides and his own campaign.

    


In the last two weeks alone, the leaders he appointed to oversee the country's largest police force and largest schools system have announced their resignations.
Adams is the first mayor in New York City history to be indicted while in office. If he were to resign, he would be replaced by the city's public advocate, Jumaane Williams, who would then schedule a special election.
Gov. Kathy Hochul has the power to remove Adams from office. Hochul spokesperson, Avi Small, issued a statement late Wednesday that said "Governor Hochul is aware of these concerning news reports and is monitoring the situation. It would be premature to comment further until the matter is confirmed by law enforcement."
The indictment comes against the backdrop of the United Nations General Assembly, which has brought dozens of world leaders to New York, including Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
The federal investigations into Adams administration first emerged publicly on Nov. 2, 2023, when FBI agents conducted an early morning raid on the Brooklyn home of his chief fundraiser, Brianna Suggs.
At the time, Adams insisted he followed the law and said he would be "shocked" if anyone on his campaign had acted illegally. Days later, FBI agents seized the mayor's phones and iPad as he was leaving an event in Manhattan. 

    


Then on Sept. 4, federal investigators seized electronic devices from the city's police commissioner, schools chancellor, deputy mayor of public safety, first deputy mayor and other trusted confidantes of Adams both in and out of City Hall.
Federal prosecutors declined to discuss the investigations, but people familiar with elements of the cases described multiple, separate inquiries involving senior Adams aides, relatives of those aides, campaign fundraising and possible influence peddling of the police and fire departments.
A week after the searches, the city's police commissioner, Edward Caban, announced his resignation. About two weeks later, Schools Chancellor David Banks announced he would retire at the end of the year.
Adams himself insisted he would keep doing the city's business and allow the investigations to run their course.

    


Over the summer, federal prosecutors subpoenaed Adams, his campaign arm and City Hall, requesting information about the mayor's schedule, his overseas travel and potential connections to the Turkish government.
Adams spent 22 years in New York City's police department before going into politics, first as a state senator and then as Brooklyn borough president. He was elected as mayor in November 2021 -- a victory he has repeatedly said was ordained by God.
But after more than two years in office, Adams' popularity has declined. While the city has seen an increase in jobs and a drop in certain categories of crime, the administration has struggled with an influx of tens of thousands of international migrants who overwhelmed the city's homeless shelters.
There has also been a steady drip of accusations and a swirl of suspicion around people close to the mayor.

    


In addition to the sprawling inquiries launched by Manhattan prosecutors, federal prosecutors in Brooklyn are investigating another one of Adams' close aides, Winnie Greco, who had raised thousands of dollars in campaign donations from the city's Chinese American communities and later became his director of Asian affairs. Greco hasn't commented publicly on the FBI searches of her properties and continues to work for the city.
When agents seized electronic devices from Caban, the former police commissioner, in early September, they also visited his twin brother, James Caban, a former police officer who runs a nightlife consulting business.
Agents also took devices from the schools chancellor; his brother Philip Banks, formerly a top NYPD chief who is now deputy mayor for public safety; their brother Terence Banks, who ran a consulting firm that promised to connect businesses to government stakeholders; and from First Deputy Mayor Sheena Wright, who is David Banks' domestic partner.
All denied any wrongdoing.
While those investigations churned, federal authorities also searched the homes of newly named interim police commissioner, Thomas Donlan, and seized materials unrelated to his police work. Donlon confirmed the search and said it involved materials that had been in his possession for 20 years. 
In his speech Wednesday night, Adams appeared to cite that search as proof of overreach by federal investigators.
Hours before the charges were announced, U.S. Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez called on Adams to resign, the first nationally prominent Democrat to do so. Adams reacted with scorn, dismissing Ocasio-Cortez as self-righteous.
Adams, who is expecting a tough primary election next year, faced additional calls to resign once the indictment became public Wednesday night, including from many of his declared or expected Democratic challengers in the mayoral race.
Brad Lander, the city's comptroller, said the indictment marked "a sad day for New Yorkers." State Sen. Zellnor Myrie added that it was "especially painful for so many Black New Yorkers who put our hope and faith in this Mayor."
Scott Stringer, a former city comptroller who is expected to run against Adams, said the indictment had left New York City "with a broken down trainwreck of a municipal government."

Joe Borelli, the top Republican in the City Council, who is believed to be eyeing a run for mayor, said he would reserve judgment until viewing the charges.
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US suicides held steady in 2023 -- at a very high level
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                    Pages from the U.S. 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline website are arranged for a photograph in New York on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. suicides last year remained at about the highest level in the nation's history, preliminary data suggests.
A little over 49,300 suicide deaths were reported in 2023, according to provisional data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. That number that could grow a little as some death investigations are wrapped up and reported.
Just under 49,500 were reported in 2022, according to final data released Thursday. The numbers are close enough that the suicide rate for the two years are the same, CDC officials said.
___
EDITOR'S NOTE -- This story includes discussion of suicide. If you or someone you know needs help, the national suicide and crisis lifeline in the U.S. is available by calling or texting 988. 
___
U.S. suicide rates have been rising for nearly 20 years, aside from a two-year drop around the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. So "a leveling off of any increase in suicide is cautiously promising news," said Katherine Keyes, a Columbia University public health professor who studies suicide.

    


Indeed, there's reason for optimism. A 2-year-old national crisis line allows anyone in the U.S. to dial 988 to reach mental health specialists. That and other efforts may be starting to pay off, Keyes said, but it "really remains to be seen."




Experts caution that suicide -- the nation's 11th leading cause of death in 2022 -- is complicated and that attempts can be driven by a range of factors. Contributors include higher rates of depression, limited availability of mental health services, and the availability of guns. About 55% of all suicide deaths in 2022 involved firearms, according to CDC data.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The CDC's Thursday report said:
--Suicide was the second leading cause of death for people ages 10-14 and 20-34, and the third leading cause for people ages 15-19.
--Deaths continue to be more common among boys and men than girls and women. The highest suicide rate for any group -- by far -- was in men ages 75 and older, at about 44 suicides per 100,000 men that age. 

    


--Among women, the highest rate was in those who were middle-aged, about 9 per 100,000. But more dramatic increases have been seen in teens and young women, with the rate for that group doubling in the last two decades.
--The overall suicide rate in 2022 and 2023 was 14.2 per 100,000. It also was that high in 2018. Before then, it hadn't been that high since 1941. 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Georgia's anti-LGBTQ+ measures raise fears of hate crimes in the conservative South Caucasus nation
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            A portrait of Kesaria Abramidze, a transgender actor and model who was stabbed to death, is displayed at a vigil near parliament in Tbilisi, Georgia, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sophiko Megrelidze)
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            FILE - Georgian far right parties and their supporters hold a banner that reads: "No to LGBT darkness," in front of the parliament during a rally against Pride Week in Tbilisi, Georgia, on July 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Shakh Aivazov, File)
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            FILE - Georgians take a part in a religious procession to mark Orthodox Christmas in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Jan. 7, 2020. (AP Photo/Shakh Aivazov, File)
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            FILE - Georgian LGBTQ+ activists attend a rally against homophobia to mark the international day against homophobia, in downtown Tbilisi, Georgia, on May 17, 2017. (AP Photo/Shakh Aivazov, File)
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            FILE - Police block opponents of gay rights as they try to interfere a pride event in Tbilisi, Georgia, on July 8, 2023. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 10 | 
            FILE - Opponents of gay rights burn LGBTQ+ flags and symbols as they try to interfere a pride event in Tbilisi, Georgia, on July 8, 2023. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze, File)
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            FILE - A Georgian Orthodox Church clergyman attends a celebration of the Day of Family Purity in the conservative country where animosity toward LGBTQ+ people is strong, in Tbilisi, Georgia, on May 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze, File)
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            FILE - Police detain an opponent of gay rights s and tried to interfere a pride event in Tbilisi, Georgia, on July 8, 2023. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze, File)
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            FILE - Georgian Orthodox Church clergymen and supporters gather to celebrate the Day of Family Purity in the conservative country where sentiment is strong against the LGBTQ+ community, in front of parliament in Tbilisi, Georgia, on May 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze, File)
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            FILE - Georgians and their children take a part in a religious procession to mark Orthodox Christmas in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Jan. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Shakh Aivazov, File)
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            A portrait of Kesaria Abramidze, a transgender actor and model who was stabbed to death, is displayed at a vigil near parliament in Tbilisi, Georgia, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sophiko Megrelidze)
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            FILE - Georgian far right parties and their supporters hold a banner that reads: "No to LGBT darkness," in front of the parliament during a rally against Pride Week in Tbilisi, Georgia, on July 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Shakh Aivazov, File)
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            FILE - Georgians take a part in a religious procession to mark Orthodox Christmas in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Jan. 7, 2020. (AP Photo/Shakh Aivazov, File)
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            FILE - Georgian LGBTQ+ activists attend a rally against homophobia to mark the international day against homophobia, in downtown Tbilisi, Georgia, on May 17, 2017. (AP Photo/Shakh Aivazov, File)
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            FILE - Police block opponents of gay rights as they try to interfere a pride event in Tbilisi, Georgia, on July 8, 2023. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze, File)
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            FILE - Opponents of gay rights burn LGBTQ+ flags and symbols as they try to interfere a pride event in Tbilisi, Georgia, on July 8, 2023. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze, File)
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            FILE - A Georgian Orthodox Church clergyman attends a celebration of the Day of Family Purity in the conservative country where animosity toward LGBTQ+ people is strong, in Tbilisi, Georgia, on May 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze, File)
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                                    FILE - A Georgian Orthodox Church clergyman attends a celebration of the Day of Family Purity in the conservative country where animosity toward LGBTQ+ people is strong, in Tbilisi, Georgia, on May 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze, File)
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            FILE - Police detain an opponent of gay rights s and tried to interfere a pride event in Tbilisi, Georgia, on July 8, 2023. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze, File)
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                                    FILE - Police detain an opponent of gay rights s and tried to interfere a pride event in Tbilisi, Georgia, on July 8, 2023. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze, File)
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            FILE - Georgian Orthodox Church clergymen and supporters gather to celebrate the Day of Family Purity in the conservative country where sentiment is strong against the LGBTQ+ community, in front of parliament in Tbilisi, Georgia, on May 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze, File)
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                                    FILE - Georgian Orthodox Church clergymen and supporters gather to celebrate the Day of Family Purity in the conservative country where sentiment is strong against the LGBTQ+ community, in front of parliament in Tbilisi, Georgia, on May 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Zurab Tsertsvadze, File)
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            FILE - Georgians and their children take a part in a religious procession to mark Orthodox Christmas in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Jan. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Shakh Aivazov, File)
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                                    FILE - Georgians and their children take a part in a religious procession to mark Orthodox Christmas in Tbilisi, Georgia, on Jan. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Shakh Aivazov, File)
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                                        TBILISI, Georgia (AP) -- Dozens of Georgians stood in tearful silence in a central square near parliament last week to mourn Kesaria Abramidze, a transgender actor and model who was stabbed to death the previous day in her apartment.
Alongside flowers and candles, some carried banners that read, "Hate kills."
Some in the conservative South Caucasus nation see a direct line between violent attacks, such as the one on the 37-year-old Abramidze, and a sweeping measure that severely restricted LGBTQ+ rights which was given final approval by parliament a day before the slaying. Activists fear the measure could increase hate crimes.
The bill, introduced by the ruling Georgian Dream party, includes bans on same-sex marriages, adoptions by same-sex couples and public endorsement and depictions of LGBTQ+ relationships and people in the media. It also bans gender-affirming care and changing gender designations in official documents.

    


The events were a chilling reminder of the vulnerability of LGBTQ+ people in the country of 3.7 million where the Orthodox Church wields significant influence. 
"We have been saying all along, all these months, that laws like this are going to cause violence and are going to increase the number of people that are physically attacked," Tamar Jakeli, the head of Tbilisi Pride, told The Associated Press at the vigil.




"We are quite desperate, honestly," Jakeli added. "We don't know how we can survive in this country under this law, under this government."
Concerns about Russian influence

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Because the measure echoes similar laws in Russia, some Georgians fear they are being drawn further into Moscow's orbit after more than three decades of independence following the collapse of the USSR.
Authorities in both countries believe the laws protect "traditional family values" from what they call dangerous foreign influence.
Georgian Dream introduced the anti-LGBTQ+ bill shortly after parliament adopted a law in June that requires media and nongovernmental organizations to register with authorities if they get more than 20% of their funding from abroad. This is similar to a Russian measure that the Kremlin uses against its critics and other dissenters.

    


For years, Moscow has sought to bring Georgia back under its influence, fighting a brief war in 2008 over a breakaway province. The decade-long rule of Georgian Dream -- a party created by shadowy billionaire Bidzina Ivanishvili, who made his fortune in Russia -- has raised concerns it is acting in concert with the Kremlin. 
Many ordinary Georgians supported Ukraine as Russian President Vladimir Putin launched his invasion in 2022. But Georgia's government refused to impose sanctions on Moscow, barred Kremlin critics from entering the country, and accused the West of trying to drag Tbilisi into the conflict.
Georgia's "foreign influence" law ignited mass protests, with critics saying it threatened democracy and jeopardized Georgia's bid to join the European Union.
Georgian Dream pressed ahead anyway, approving the anti-LGBTQ+ bill. The measure still could be vetoed by President Salome Zourabichvili, long at odds with the party, but it has enough seats to override her the same way it did with the foreign influence law.

    


The EU's criticism and Georgia's response
After the foreign influence law passed, the EU halted Georgia's effort to join the bloc that began in 2022 and froze some financial support. The U.S. also imposed sanctions on government officials and parliament members.
The anti-LGBTQ+ measure further deepened that rift. EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said it "will undermine the fundamental rights of the people, increasing discrimination and stigmatization."
Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze replied that such criticism "will not benefit the image of the European Union within Georgian society."
"In our perception, Europe represents transparency, traditional, Christian values. For centuries, Georgians have strived toward Europe because we were united by shared Christian traditions and culture," Kobakhidze said, arguing the measure protects families and minors.

    


It is seen as a populist step to win conservatives' support in the Oct. 26 parliamentary election in which Georgian Dream seeks to maintain its dominance.
"They are just using the same methods and means and tools Russia is using -- to somehow ... take people's attention (away) from the real problems and create a new enemy somewhere within the society, and then defeat that enemy that doesn't really exist," said Giorgi Davituri of the Institute for Development of Freedom of Information in an AP interview.
A setback for the vulnerable LGBTQ+ community
The sweeping restrictions on LGBTQ+ rights and representation mirror those adopted in Russia over the last decade, packaged into one crippling blow.
Some of them, like the ban on same-sex weddings, cement existing Georgian law that defines marriage as a "voluntary union between a man and a woman." Others, like the ban on gender-affirming medical care or changing one's gender in documents, drives an entire social group, such as trans people, to the fringes.

    


"Everybody is really under threat, but trans people are the most vulnerable," said Tbilisi Pride's Jakeli, because the legislation bans "any kind of physical intervention which is needed for trans people to continue living."
Giorgi Gogia, associate director of the Europe and Central Asia division at Human Rights Watch, told AP the legislation's impact may be far-reaching, limiting multiple rights, including to health care, peaceful assembly and education. 
It's at odds with Georgia's laws that ban discrimination based on gender identity, among other things, Gogia said.
More dangerously, it "perpetuates already existing negative stereotypes about LGBTQ+ people in the country and encourages hate speech, and could lead to further violent incidents," he said.
Gogia pointed to the stabbing death of Abramidze, even though he believed it's unlikely the developments are directly linked. A 26-year-old man was detained, and police opened an investigation on a charge of "premeditated murder committed with particular cruelty and aggravating circumstances on gender grounds."
Abramidze was famous in Georgia as "a symbol of the freedom and fight and a very strong woman," said Taki Mumladze, a director, actor and screenwriter. 
Mumladze, who co-wrote and starred in a movie depicting a same-sex relationship and later directed a play about it, told AP the killing shocked Georgians, whatever side of the issue they were on.
Georgia was "very, very homophobic" at one point, she said, recalling anti-gay demonstrations two years ago on the day her movie premiered. 
Such protests are common in the country. Last year, hundreds of opponents of gay rights stormed an LGBTQ+ festival in Tbilisi, forcing its cancellation, and tens of thousands marched in the capital this year to promote "traditional family values."
But Mumladze said attitudes had begun to change in recent years, thanks to NGOs educating society and providing support for the LGBTQ+ community. She says her own conservative, religious parents saw her movie and play, and really liked both. 
"So I felt very good. And now with this law ... even my art will be forbidden," she said. "It's crazy that the government is trying to stop this progress."
She and Jakeli are pinning their hopes on the upcoming election.
"We are mobilizing for the elections," Jakeli said. "We are urging everybody to go and vote, go and vote for Georgia's European future, which also includes human rights for all, including us." 
Added Mumladze: "I hope with the elections we will change this because if not, we will lose this country for a long, long time."
---
Litvinova reported from Tallinn, Estonia. 
__

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/georgia-crackdown-lgbtq-rigths-election-russia-af51de7625d8ed349e858eeb5da1f66b



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



A huge Hurricane Helene is expected to hit Florida as a major storm and strike far inland
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            Helene was upgraded to a hurricane after rapidly strengthening in the Caribbean on Wednesday. Forecasters warned that the storm would intensify as it crosses the Gulf of Mexico on a path to Florida. (AP video by Dan Christian)
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            An oyster farmer is among the Floridians preparing for an onslaught from Hurricane Helene. Forecasters warned that the storm would intensify as it crosses the Gulf of Mexico on a path to Florida. (AP video by Stephen Smith)
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            People in Tallahassee prepared sandbags as Helene strengthened into a hurricane Wednesday, and forecasters warned that the storm would intensify as it crosses the Gulf of Mexico on a path to Florida. (AP video by Stephen Smith)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 22 | 
            Helene has strengthened into a hurricane with forecasters warning that the storm would intensify as it crosses the Gulf of Mexico on a path to Florida. Heavy rain and strong winds lashed Cuba on Wednesday as Helene brushed past the island nation. (AP video by Osvaldo Angulo, Milexsy Duran)
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            Visitors to the Southernmost Point marker in Key West, Fla., are hit by wind driven waves from approaching Hurricane Helene on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Rob O'Neal/The Key West Citizen via AP)
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            Paulette McLin takes in the scene outside their summer home ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall Thursday evening, in Alligator Point, Fla., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 22 | 
            A traffic advisory sign on westbound S.R. 408 near downtown Orlando, Fla., informs commuters of the approaching Hurricane Helene, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Joe Burbank/Orlando Sentinel via AP)
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            Dave McCurley boards up the windows to his home in advance of Tropical Storm Helene, expected to make landfall as a hurricane, in Ochlockonee Bay, Fla., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A person walks in the rain after the passing of Hurricane John in Marquelia, Mexico, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Alberto Cruz)
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            Dave McCurley boards up the windows to his home in advance of Tropical Storm Helene, expected to make landfall as a hurricane, in Ochlockonee Bay, Fla., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A shopper checks out nearly empty shelves in the lunch meat section of a Walmart, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024 in Tallahassee, Fla. Grocery stores and gas stations were seeing heavy traffic in advance of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall Thursday night in the Big Bend area. (AP Photo/Phil Sears)
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            12 of 22 | 
            A shopper passes by empty shelves in the bread section of a Walmart, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024 in Tallahassee, Fla. Grocery stores and gas stations were seeing heavy traffic in advance of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall Thursday night in the Big Bend area. (AP Photo/Phil Sears)
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            13 of 22 | 
            Bo Manausa , right, and his friend Josh Simmons pull a boat out of the water ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall Thursday evening, in Alligator Point, Fla., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            14 of 22 | 
            Jerry McCullen, top of ladder left, and Carson Baze, top of ladder right, put plywood over the windows of a house ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall Thursday evening, in Alligator Point, Fla., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            15 of 22 | 
            Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, second from right, speaks to linemen before a news conference, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at the Tampa Electric Company offices in Tampa, Fla., as Tropical Storm Helene, expected to become a hurricane, moves north along Mexico's coast toward the U.S. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)
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            16 of 22 | 
            Bo Manausa pulls his boot out of the water ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall Thursday evening, in Alligator Point, Fla., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            17 of 22 | 
            Paulette McLin takes in the scene outside their summer home ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall Thursday evening, in Alligator Point, Fla., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            18 of 22 | 
            Owners secure their boats outside the Davis Islands Yacht Club Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, ahead of Hurricane Helene in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)
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            19 of 22 | 
            A resident uses a piece of plastic sheet as protection from heavy rains brought on by Hurricane Helene, in Batabano, Cuba, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            20 of 22 | 
            Residents use a piece of plastic as protection from heavy rains brought on by Hurricane Helene, in Batabano, Cuba, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            21 of 22 | 
            A resident uses a piece of plastic as protection from heavy rains brought on by Hurricane Helene, in Batabano, Cuba, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            This GOES-16 GeoColor satellite image taken at 5:51 p.m. EDT and provided by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) shows Hurricane Helene in the Gulf of Mexico, Wednesday, Sept. 25 2024. (NOAA via AP)
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                                    Helene was upgraded to a hurricane after rapidly strengthening in the Caribbean on Wednesday. Forecasters warned that the storm would intensify as it crosses the Gulf of Mexico on a path to Florida. (AP video by Dan Christian)
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                                    An oyster farmer is among the Floridians preparing for an onslaught from Hurricane Helene. Forecasters warned that the storm would intensify as it crosses the Gulf of Mexico on a path to Florida. (AP video by Stephen Smith)
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                                    People in Tallahassee prepared sandbags as Helene strengthened into a hurricane Wednesday, and forecasters warned that the storm would intensify as it crosses the Gulf of Mexico on a path to Florida. (AP video by Stephen Smith)
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                                    Helene has strengthened into a hurricane with forecasters warning that the storm would intensify as it crosses the Gulf of Mexico on a path to Florida. Heavy rain and strong winds lashed Cuba on Wednesday as Helene brushed past the island nation. (AP video by Osvaldo Angulo, Milexsy Duran)
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            Visitors to the Southernmost Point marker in Key West, Fla., are hit by wind driven waves from approaching Hurricane Helene on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Rob O'Neal/The Key West Citizen via AP)
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            Paulette McLin takes in the scene outside their summer home ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall Thursday evening, in Alligator Point, Fla., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A traffic advisory sign on westbound S.R. 408 near downtown Orlando, Fla., informs commuters of the approaching Hurricane Helene, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Joe Burbank/Orlando Sentinel via AP)
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            Dave McCurley boards up the windows to his home in advance of Tropical Storm Helene, expected to make landfall as a hurricane, in Ochlockonee Bay, Fla., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            A person walks in the rain after the passing of Hurricane John in Marquelia, Mexico, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Alberto Cruz)
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            A shopper checks out nearly empty shelves in the lunch meat section of a Walmart, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024 in Tallahassee, Fla. Grocery stores and gas stations were seeing heavy traffic in advance of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall Thursday night in the Big Bend area. (AP Photo/Phil Sears)
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            A shopper passes by empty shelves in the bread section of a Walmart, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024 in Tallahassee, Fla. Grocery stores and gas stations were seeing heavy traffic in advance of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall Thursday night in the Big Bend area. (AP Photo/Phil Sears)
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            Bo Manausa , right, and his friend Josh Simmons pull a boat out of the water ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall Thursday evening, in Alligator Point, Fla., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Jerry McCullen, top of ladder left, and Carson Baze, top of ladder right, put plywood over the windows of a house ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall Thursday evening, in Alligator Point, Fla., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, second from right, speaks to linemen before a news conference, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at the Tampa Electric Company offices in Tampa, Fla., as Tropical Storm Helene, expected to become a hurricane, moves north along Mexico's coast toward the U.S. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)
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            Bo Manausa pulls his boot out of the water ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall Thursday evening, in Alligator Point, Fla., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Paulette McLin takes in the scene outside their summer home ahead of Hurricane Helene, expected to make landfall Thursday evening, in Alligator Point, Fla., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Owners secure their boats outside the Davis Islands Yacht Club Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, ahead of Hurricane Helene in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)
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            A resident uses a piece of plastic sheet as protection from heavy rains brought on by Hurricane Helene, in Batabano, Cuba, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            Residents use a piece of plastic as protection from heavy rains brought on by Hurricane Helene, in Batabano, Cuba, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            A resident uses a piece of plastic as protection from heavy rains brought on by Hurricane Helene, in Batabano, Cuba, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            This GOES-16 GeoColor satellite image taken at 5:51 p.m. EDT and provided by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) shows Hurricane Helene in the Gulf of Mexico, Wednesday, Sept. 25 2024. (NOAA via AP)
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    Follow AP's live updates of Helene and the 2024 hurricane season.


    


TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) -- An enormous Hurricane Helene swamped parts of Mexico on Wednesday as it churned on a path forecasters said would take it to Florida as a potentially catastrophic storm with a surge that could swallow entire homes, a chilling warning that sent residents scrambling for higher ground, closed schools, and led to states of emergency throughout the Southeast.
Helene's center was about 430 miles (735 kilometers) southwest of Tampa, Florida, the U.S. National Hurricane Center said, and the hurricane was expected to intensify and accelerate as it crosses the Gulf of Mexico toward the Big Bend area of Florida's northwestern coast. Landfall was expected sometime Thursday evening, and the hurricane center said by then it could be a major Category 4 storm with winds above 129 mph (208 kph). 
Tropical storm conditions were expected in southern Florida Wednesday night, spreading northward and encompassing the rest of Florida as well as Georgia and South Carolina through Thursday night. The storm was moving north at 12 mph (19 kph) with top sustained winds of 85 mph (140 kph) Wednesday evening. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


Helene could create a life-threatening storm surge as high as 20 feet (6.1 meters) in parts of the Big Bend region, forecasters said. Its tropical storm-force winds extended as far as 345 miles (555 kilometers) from its center.




The fast-moving storm's wind and rain also could penetrate far inland: The hurricane center posted hurricane warnings well into Georgia and tropical storm warnings as far north as North Carolina, and it warned that much of the Southeast could experience prolonged power outages, toppled trees and dangerous flooding.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Just hope and pray that everybody's safe," said Connie Dillard, of Tallahassee, as she shopped at a grocery store with thinning shelves of water and bread before hitting the highway out of town. "That's all you can do."

    


One insurance firm, Gallagher Re, is expecting billions of dollars in damage in the U.S. Around 18,000 linemen from out of state staged in Florida, ready to help restore power. Airports in St. Petersburg, Tallahassee and Tampa were planning to close on Thursday, and 62 hospitals, nursing homes and assisted living facilities evacuated their residents Wednesday.
Georgia activated 250 National Guard soldiers for rapid deployment. State game wardens, foresters and Department of Correction teams will help provide swift-water rescues and other emergency responses.
State meteorologist Will Lanxton said tropical storm-force winds are expected throughout Georgia. Lanxton said metro Atlanta hasn't seen sustained tropical storm winds since Hurricane Irma in 2017.
"I think we're going to see some significant power outages, probably nothing like we've seen, because it's 159 counties wide," said James Stallings, director of the Georgia Emergency Management and Homeland Security Agency.
In Tallahassee, where stations started to run out of gas, 19-year-old Florida A&M student Kameron Benjamin filled sandbags with his roommate to protect their apartment before evacuating. Their school and Florida State shut down.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Tropical Storm Helene strengthens as hurricane warnings cover parts of Florida and Mexico
    

    
    
    Florida and Georgia are preparing for what could be a Category 3 hurricane. AP correspondent Donna Warder reports.

    


    


"This hurricane is heading straight to Tallahassee, so I really don't know what to expect," Benjamin said. 
As Big Bend residents battened down their homes, many saw the ghost of 2018's Hurricane Michael. That storm rapidly intensified and crashed ashore as a Category 5 that laid waste to Panama City and parts of the rural Panhandle. On Wednesday, the National Weather Service posted an urgent warning for residents along Apalachee Bay:
"There is a danger of catastrophic and unsurvivable storm surge for Apalachee Bay," it said. "Storm surge may begin to arrive as early as late Wednesday night ahead of the winds. This forecast, if realized, is a nightmare surge scenario for Apalachee Bay. Please, please, please take any evacuation orders seriously!"
"People are taking heed and hightailing it out of there for higher ground," said Kristin Korinko, a Tallahassee resident who serves as the commodore of the Shell Point Sailboard Club, on the Gulf Coast about 30 miles (48 kilometers) south of Tallahassee.

    


For toughened Floridians who are used to hurricanes, Robbie Berg, a national warning coordinator for the hurricane center, advised: "Please do not compare it to other storms you may have experienced over the past year or two."
Helene is forecast to be one of the largest storms in breadth in years to hit the region, said Colorado State University hurricane researcher Phil Klotzbach. He said since 1988, only three Gulf hurricanes were bigger than Helene's predicted size: 2017's Irma, 2005's Wilma and 1995's Opal.
Areas 100 miles (160 kilometers) north of the Georgia-Florida line can expect hurricane conditions. More than half of Georgia's public school districts and several universities canceled classes. 

    


And for Atlanta, which is under a tropical storm watch, Helene could be the worst strike on a major Southern inland city in 35 years, said University of Georgia meteorology professor Marshall Shepherd.
"It's going to be a lot like Hugo in Charlotte," Shepherd said of the 1989 storm that struck the North Carolina city, knocking out power to 85% of customers as winds gusted above hurricane force. 
Landslides were possible in southern Appalachia, with catastrophic flooding predicted in the Carolinas and Georgia, where all three governors declared emergencies. Rainfall is possible as far away as Tennessee, Kentucky and Indiana.
Parts of Mexico's Yucatan Peninsula were under hurricane warnings as Helene wound between it and the western tip of Cuba and into the Gulf of Mexico. The storm formed Tuesday in the Caribbean, and it flooded streets and toppled trees as it passed offshore and brushed the resort city of Cancun. 
In Cuba, authorities moved cattle to higher ground and medical brigades went to communities often cut off by storms. The government preventively shut off power in some communities as waves as high as 16 feet (5 meters) slammed Cortes Bay. In the Cayman Islands, schools remained closed as residents pumped water from flooded homes.
In the U.S., federal authorities positioned generators, food and water, along with search-and-rescue and power restoration teams. 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis warned that Helene could be as strong as a Category 4 hurricane when it makes landfall. The state was providing buses to evacuate people in the Big Bend region and taking them to shelters in Tallahassee. 
But near Florida's center, outside Orlando, Walt Disney World said its only closures Thursday would be the Typhoon Lagoon water park and its miniature golf courses.
Helene is the eighth named storm of the Atlantic hurricane season, which began June 1. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has predicted an above-average Atlantic hurricane season this year because of record-warm ocean temperatures.
The Atlantic's ninth named storm of the season Tropical Storm Isaac formed Wednesday night in the Atlantic Ocean. It was expected to strengthen as it moves eastward, possibly becoming a hurricane by the end of the week, forecasters said, the U.S. National Hurricane Center said.
In the Pacific, former Hurricane John reformed Wednesday as a tropical storm and was strengthening as it threatened areas of Mexico's western coast. Officials posted hurricane warnings for southwestern Mexico.
John hit the country's southern Pacific coast late Monday, killing at least two people, triggering mudslides, and damaging homes and trees. It grew into a Category 3 hurricane in a matter of hours and made landfall east of Acapulco. It reemerged over the ocean after weakening inland. 
___

Associated Press journalists Seth Borenstein in New York; Jeff Amy in Atlanta; Danica Coto in San Juan, Puerto Rico; Andrea Rodriguez in Havana; Mark Stevenson and Maria Verza in Mexico City; and Claire Rush in Portland, Oregon, contributed to this report. Hollingsworth reported from Mission, Kansas. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/tropical-storm-helene-john-florida-mexico-a953d0a51d219226f7d76178af2d3f4b
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            Former U.S. President and Republican Party nominee Donald Trump made several claims about the war in Ukraine during a speech in North Carolina. Among other claims, he said President Joe Biden had "egged it all on", and that Biden was "not going to be satisfied until they send American kids over to Ukraine".
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign event in Mint Hill, N.C., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at the UN headquarters. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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                                        Former President Donald Trump described Ukraine in bleak and mournful terms Wednesday, referring to its people as "dead" and the country itself as "demolished," and further raising questions about how much the former president would be willing if elected again to concede in a negotiation over the country's future.

Trump argued Ukraine should have made concessions to Russian President Vladimir Putin in the months before Russia's February 2022 attack, declaring that even "the worst deal would've been better than what we have now."

Trump, who has long been critical of U.S. aid to Ukraine, frequently claims that Russia never would have invaded if he was president and that he would put an end to the war if he returned to the White House. But rarely has he discussed the conflict in such detail.

His remarks, at a North Carolina event billed as an economic speech, come on the heels of a debate this month in which he pointedly refused to say whether he wanted Ukraine to win the war. On Tuesday, Trump touted the prowess of Russia and its predecessor Soviet Union, saying that wars are "what they do."





    



The Republican former president, notoriously attuned to slights, began his denunciation of Ukraine by alluding to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy's recent criticism of Trump and running mate JD Vance.

Zelenskyy, who is visiting the U.S. this week to attend the U.N. General Assembly, told The New Yorker that Vance was "too radical" for proposing that Ukraine surrender territories under Russian control and that Trump "doesn't really know how to stop the war even if he might think he knows how."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Said Trump, "It's something we have to have a quick discussion about because the president of Ukraine is in our country and he's making little nasty aspersions toward your favorite president, me."

Trump painted Ukraine as a country in ruins outside its capital, Kyiv, short on soldiers and losing population to war deaths and neighboring countries. He questioned whether the country has any bargaining chips left to negotiate an end to the war. 

    



"Any deal -- the worst deal -- would've been better than what we have now," Trump said. "If they made a bad deal it would've been much better. They would've given up a little bit and everybody would be living and every building would be built and every tower would be aging for another 2,000 years."

"What deal can we make? It's demolished," he added. "The people are dead. The country is in rubble." 

Zelenskyy is pitching the White House on what he calls a victory plan for the war, expected to include an ask to use long-range Western weapons to strike Russian targets. 

While Ukraine outperformed many expectations that it would fall quickly to Russia, outnumbered Ukrainian forces face grinding battles against one of the world's most powerful armies in the country's east. Ukraine has lost a fifth of its territory and tens of thousands of lives in the conflict.

Trump laid blame for the conflict on President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris, his Democratic rival in November. He said Biden "egged it all on" by pledging to help Ukraine defend itself rather than pushing it to cede territory to Russia. 

    



"Biden and Kamala allowed this to happen by feeding Zelenskyy money and munitions like no country has ever seen before," Trump said. 


Notably, Trump did not attack Putin's reasoning for launching the invasion, only suggesting Putin would not have started the war had Trump been in office. He did say of Putin, "He's no angel."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-ukraine-putin-zelenskyy-0f4d539aa73a943474d779716e5fe42a
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            A Hezbollah lawmaker called the targeted attack on the family home of a deceased Hezbollah fighter "blatant aggression." Six family members of Ali Amr, including his two young children, and four women have been killed after an Israeli air strike on his home, local officials said. (AP video: Fadi Tawli & Mahmad Aounti)
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            Exchanges of fire between Hezbollah and Israel ratcheted up tensions as the region appeared to be teetering toward another all-out war, even as Israel continues to battle Hamas in the Gaza Strip. (Produced by Luke Garratt)
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            Residents and tourists in Tel Aviv were woken early Wednesday after Hezbollah launched a missile at the city in its deepest strike yet into Israel, marking a further escalation after Israeli strikes on Lebanon killed hundreds of people. (AP video by Ami Ben Tov)
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            Video from Safed in northern Israel appears to show rockets landing
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            The Israeli military intercepted a missile launched from Lebanon into central Israel on Wednesday morning, in the latest escalation of hostilities between Israel and Hezbollah.
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            While Lebanese officials announced the death toll from three days of Israeli bombardment had surpassed 600 on Wednesday, scores of people have also been left with severe wounds. At the Dar al-Amal Hospital, hundreds of new patients were being treated for various injuries sustained in the attacks. (AP Video: Suleiman Amhaz)
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            Smoke rises from Israeli airstrikes in the southern village of Kfar Rouman, seen from Marjayoun, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            People look at a damaged house that was hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon, near Safed, northern Israel, on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo//Leo Correa)
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            A woman looks at a damaged house that was hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon, near Safed, northern Israel, on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo//Leo Correa)
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            An Israeli firefighters plane uses a fire retardant to extinguish a fire after a rocket fired from Lebanon hit an open area near the city of Safed, northern Israel, on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            In this photo taken from video provided by Adar E Goldenberg, traces of presumably an attacking missile, right, and air defense missile, left, are seen in the air in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. Hezbollah hurled dozens of projectiles into Israel early Wednesday, including a missile aimed at Tel Aviv that was the militant group's deepest strike yet and marked a further escalation after Israeli strikes on Lebanon killed hundreds of people. (Adar E Goldenberg via AP)
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            People gather near the site of an Israeli airstrike that hit a hangar in the southern town of Jiyeh, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            People gather at the site of an Israeli airstrike that hit a hangar in the southern town of Jiyeh, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            People gather at the site of an Israeli airstrike that hit a hangar in the southern town of Jiyeh, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            16 of 32 | 
            People gather near a damaged car at the site of an Israeli airstrike that hit a hangar in the southern town of Jiyeh, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            17 of 32 | 
            A Lebanese police intelligence stands near a crater at the site of an Israeli airstrike that hit a hangar in the southern town of Jiyeh, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            18 of 32 | 
            Israelis rest in a residential building bomb shelter to stay safe from rockets fired from Lebanon, in Kiryat Haim, northern Israel, on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            19 of 32 | 
            Israelis rest in a residential building bomb shelter to stay safe from rockets fired from Lebanon, in Kiryat Haim, northern Israel, on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            20 of 32 | 
            Israelis stay in a residential building bomb shelter to stay safe from rockets fired from Lebanon, in Kiryat Haim, northern Israel, on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            21 of 32 | 
            Israeli Iron Dome air defense system fires to intercept rockets that were launched from Lebanon, in northern Israel, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            22 of 32 | 
            Smoke rises behind a destroyed house following an Israeli airstrike on Khiam village, as seen from Marjayoun town, south Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            23 of 32 | 
            Residents check a partially destroyed building at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburbs, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            24 of 32 | 
            A forklift removes a damaged car as Lebanese army and emergency workers gather at the scene of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburbs, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            25 of 32 | 
            Residents and rescuers check a building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburbs, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            26 of 32 | 
            Journalists gather at the scene of a building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburbs, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A damaged house that was hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon, near Safed, northern Israel, on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo//Leo Correa)
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            28 of 32 | 
            People look at a damaged house that was hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon, near Safed, northern Israel, on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo//Leo Correa)
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            29 of 32 | 
            People look at a damaged house that was hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon, near Safed, northern Israel, on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo//Leo Correa)
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            30 of 32 | 
            A man looks at a damaged house that was hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon, near Safed, northern Israel, on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo//Leo Correa)
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            31 of 32 | 
            An emergency worker cuts concrete blocks as he searches for survivors at the scene of an Israeli airstrike in the town of Maisara, north of Beirut, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            32 of 32 | 
            Mourners react as they attend the funeral procession of Hezbollah commanders Ibrahim Kobeisi and Hussein Ezzedine, pictured, in Beirut's southern suburb, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                    The Israeli army chief said Wednesday that the military is preparing for a possible ground operation in Lebanon as Hezbollah hurled dozens of projectiles into Israel, including a missile aimed at Tel Aviv that was the militant group's deepest strike yet.
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                                    A Hezbollah lawmaker called the targeted attack on the family home of a deceased Hezbollah fighter "blatant aggression." Six family members of Ali Amr, including his two young children, and four women have been killed after an Israeli air strike on his home, local officials said. (AP video: Fadi Tawli & Mahmad Aounti)
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                                    Exchanges of fire between Hezbollah and Israel ratcheted up tensions as the region appeared to be teetering toward another all-out war, even as Israel continues to battle Hamas in the Gaza Strip. (Produced by Luke Garratt)
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                                    Residents and tourists in Tel Aviv were woken early Wednesday after Hezbollah launched a missile at the city in its deepest strike yet into Israel, marking a further escalation after Israeli strikes on Lebanon killed hundreds of people. (AP video by Ami Ben Tov)
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                                    Video from Safed in northern Israel appears to show rockets landing
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                                    The Israeli military intercepted a missile launched from Lebanon into central Israel on Wednesday morning, in the latest escalation of hostilities between Israel and Hezbollah.
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                                    While Lebanese officials announced the death toll from three days of Israeli bombardment had surpassed 600 on Wednesday, scores of people have also been left with severe wounds. At the Dar al-Amal Hospital, hundreds of new patients were being treated for various injuries sustained in the attacks. (AP Video: Suleiman Amhaz)
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            Smoke rises from Israeli airstrikes in the southern village of Kfar Rouman, seen from Marjayoun, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Smoke rises from Israeli airstrikes in the southern village of Kfar Rouman, seen from Marjayoun, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            People look at a damaged house that was hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon, near Safed, northern Israel, on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo//Leo Correa)
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                                    People look at a damaged house that was hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon, near Safed, northern Israel, on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo//Leo Correa)
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            10 of 32 | 
            A woman looks at a damaged house that was hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon, near Safed, northern Israel, on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo//Leo Correa)
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                                    A woman looks at a damaged house that was hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon, near Safed, northern Israel, on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo//Leo Correa)
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            An Israeli firefighters plane uses a fire retardant to extinguish a fire after a rocket fired from Lebanon hit an open area near the city of Safed, northern Israel, on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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                                    An Israeli firefighters plane uses a fire retardant to extinguish a fire after a rocket fired from Lebanon hit an open area near the city of Safed, northern Israel, on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            In this photo taken from video provided by Adar E Goldenberg, traces of presumably an attacking missile, right, and air defense missile, left, are seen in the air in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. Hezbollah hurled dozens of projectiles into Israel early Wednesday, including a missile aimed at Tel Aviv that was the militant group's deepest strike yet and marked a further escalation after Israeli strikes on Lebanon killed hundreds of people. (Adar E Goldenberg via AP)
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                                    In this photo taken from video provided by Adar E Goldenberg, traces of presumably an attacking missile, right, and air defense missile, left, are seen in the air in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. Hezbollah hurled dozens of projectiles into Israel early Wednesday, including a missile aimed at Tel Aviv that was the militant group's deepest strike yet and marked a further escalation after Israeli strikes on Lebanon killed hundreds of people. (Adar E Goldenberg via AP)
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            People gather near the site of an Israeli airstrike that hit a hangar in the southern town of Jiyeh, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            People gather at the site of an Israeli airstrike that hit a hangar in the southern town of Jiyeh, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            People gather at the site of an Israeli airstrike that hit a hangar in the southern town of Jiyeh, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            People gather near a damaged car at the site of an Israeli airstrike that hit a hangar in the southern town of Jiyeh, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A Lebanese police intelligence stands near a crater at the site of an Israeli airstrike that hit a hangar in the southern town of Jiyeh, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Israelis rest in a residential building bomb shelter to stay safe from rockets fired from Lebanon, in Kiryat Haim, northern Israel, on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            Israelis rest in a residential building bomb shelter to stay safe from rockets fired from Lebanon, in Kiryat Haim, northern Israel, on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            Israelis stay in a residential building bomb shelter to stay safe from rockets fired from Lebanon, in Kiryat Haim, northern Israel, on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            Israeli Iron Dome air defense system fires to intercept rockets that were launched from Lebanon, in northern Israel, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Smoke rises behind a destroyed house following an Israeli airstrike on Khiam village, as seen from Marjayoun town, south Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Residents check a partially destroyed building at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburbs, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A forklift removes a damaged car as Lebanese army and emergency workers gather at the scene of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburbs, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Residents and rescuers check a building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburbs, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    25 of 32

                                    
                                    Residents and rescuers check a building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburbs, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            26 of 32 | 
            Journalists gather at the scene of a building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburbs, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A damaged house that was hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon, near Safed, northern Israel, on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo//Leo Correa)
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            People look at a damaged house that was hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon, near Safed, northern Israel, on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo//Leo Correa)
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            People look at a damaged house that was hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon, near Safed, northern Israel, on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo//Leo Correa)
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            A man looks at a damaged house that was hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon, near Safed, northern Israel, on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo//Leo Correa)
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            An emergency worker cuts concrete blocks as he searches for survivors at the scene of an Israeli airstrike in the town of Maisara, north of Beirut, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    31 of 32

                                    
                                    An emergency worker cuts concrete blocks as he searches for survivors at the scene of an Israeli airstrike in the town of Maisara, north of Beirut, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Mourners react as they attend the funeral procession of Hezbollah commanders Ibrahim Kobeisi and Hussein Ezzedine, pictured, in Beirut's southern suburb, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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    Read the latest updates: Israel intercepts Hezbollah's farthest strike in 11 months of exchanges



    


TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) -- Israel is preparing for a possible ground operation in Lebanon, its army chief said Wednesday as Hezbollah fired dozens of rockets across the border and a missile aimed at Tel Aviv that was the militant group's deepest strike yet.
Addressing troops on the northern border, Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi said Israel's punishing airstrikes this week were designed to "prepare the ground for your possible entry and to continue degrading Hezbollah."
The U.S., France and other allies jointly called for an "immediate" 21-day cease-fire in the conflict that has killed more than 600 people to "provide space for diplomacy." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Their joint statement, negotiated on the sidelines of the United Nations General Assembly in New York, said the fighting was "intolerable and presents an unacceptable risk of a broader regional escalation." Other signatories include the European Union, Japan, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates and Qatar.

    


Israel says it targeted Hezbollah weapons and rocket launchers. In an apparent reference to the missile fired at Tel Aviv, Halevi told troops: "Today, Hezbollah expanded its range of fire, and later today, they will receive a very strong response. Prepare yourselves."




It was not clear whether he was referring to a ground operation, airstrikes or some other form of retaliation against Hezbollah, which is Lebanon's strongest political force and, with backing from Iran, is widely considered the top paramilitary group in the Arab world. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Israeli military has said in recent days it had no immediate plans for a ground invasion, but Halevi's comments were the strongest yet suggesting troops could move in. Israeli said Wednesday it would activate two reserve brigades for missions in the north -- another sign that Israel plans tougher action.
Tensions between Israel and Hezbollah have steadily escalated since war broke out 11 months ago between Israel and Hamas, another Iran-backed militant group. Hezbollah has been firing rockets, missiles and drones into northern Israel in solidarity with Palestinians in Gaza and Hamas. Israel has responded with increasingly heavy airstrikes and the targeted killing of Hezbollah commanders while threatening a wider operation.

    


Nearly a year of fighting had already displaced tens of thousands of people on both sides of the border before the recent escalation.
Israel has vowed to do whatever it takes to ensure its citizens can return to their homes in the north, while Hezbollah has said it will keep up its rocket attacks until there is a cease-fire in Gaza, something that appears increasingly remote.
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken urged Israel and Hezbollah to step back, saying all-out war would be disastrous for the region and its people.
Lebanon's Prime Minister Najib Mikati called on the U.N. Security Council to act immediately "to guarantee the withdrawal of Israel from all the occupied Lebanese territories and the violations that are repeated on a daily basis."
Israel's U.N. Ambassador Danny Danon told reporters at the U.N. that Israel welcomes initiatives to broker a cease-fire and is "open to ideas." But if diplomacy doesn't stop Hezbollah attacks so residents of northern Israel can return home, he said, his country would "use all means at our disposal, in accordance with international law, to achieve our aims."

    


Lebanon's health ministry said 72 people were killed Wednesday in the continuing Israeli strikes, raising the death toll from the past three days to 636, with more than 2,000 wounded. At least a quarter of those killed have been women and children, according to Lebanese health officials.
At Dar Al Amal hospital in the eastern city of Baalbek, Soumaya Moussawi lay in bed with her head bandaged and face bruised.
She had been sitting outside with relatives when warplanes started striking in the distance, she said.
"Then suddenly it hit next to us. We were all thrown in different directions," she said. Two cousins and her father were killed, and another cousin was badly wounded. 

    


This week has been the deadliest in Lebanon since the bruising 2006 monthlong war between Israel and Hezbollah.
Hezbollah said it fired a Qader 1 ballistic missile targeting the headquarters of Israel's Mossad intelligence agency, which it blames for a recent string of targeted killings of its top commanders and for an attack last week in which explosives hidden in pagers and walkie-talkies killed dozens of people and wounded thousands, including many Hezbollah members.
Israeli military officials said they intercepted a surface-to-surface missile that set off air-raid sirens in Tel Aviv and across central Israel. There were no reports of casualties or damage. The military said it struck the launch site in southern Lebanon.
Israeli military spokesman Lt. Col. Nadav Shoshani said the missile fired Wednesday had a "heavy warhead" but declined to elaborate or confirm it was the type described by Hezbollah. He dismissed Hezbollah's claim of targeting the Mossad headquarters just north of Tel Aviv as "psychological warfare."

    


The Israeli military said it was the first time a projectile fired from Lebanon had reached central Israel. Hezbollah claimed to have targeted an intelligence base near Tel Aviv last month in an aerial attack, but there was no confirmation. Hamas repeatedly targeted Tel Aviv in the opening months of the war in Gaza.
The launch ratcheted up hostilities in a region that appeared to be teetering toward another all-out war, even as Israel continues to battle Hamas in the Gaza Strip.
Israel said Wednesday its air force had struck some 280 Hezbollah targets across Lebanon by early afternoon, including launchers used to fire rockets on the northern Israeli cities of Safed and Nahariya.
In the southern Israeli city of Eilat, a building at the port was struck by a drone, an attack that injured two people and was claimed by an umbrella group for Iranian-backed militias in Iraq. A second drone was intercepted, the Israeli military said.
Fleeing families have flocked to Beirut and the coastal city of Sidon, sleeping in schools turned into shelters, as well as in cars, parks and along the beach. Some sought to leave the country, causing a traffic jam at the border with Syria.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Hezbollah fires missile at Tel Aviv as Israel activates reserve troops in response to rising tension
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports how citizens are helping out in Beirut to help feed the large numbers displaced by recent Israeli attacks.

    

The United Nations said more than 90,000 people have been displaced by five days of Israeli strikes. In all, 200,000 people have been displaced in Lebanon since Hezbollah began firing rockets into northern Israel nearly a year ago, drawing Israeli retaliation, according to the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.
Hezbollah's latest strikes included dozens of rockets fired Wednesday into northern Israel, the military said.
Rocket fire over the past week has disrupted life for more than 1 million people across northern Israel, with schools closed and public gatherings restricted. Many restaurants and other businesses are shut in the coastal city of Haifa, and there are fewer people on the streets. Some who fled from communities near the border are coming under rocket fire again.
Israel has moved thousands of troops who had been serving in Gaza to the northern border. It says Hezbollah has some 150,000 rockets and missiles, including some capable of striking anywhere in Israel.
Cross-border fire began ramping up Sunday after pagers and walkie-talkies used by Hezbollah were attacked remotely, killing 39 people and wounded nearly 3,000, many of them civilians. Lebanon blamed Israel, which has not confirmed or denied responsibility.
The next day, Israel said its warplanes struck 1,600 Hezbollah targets, destroying cruise missiles, long- and short-range rockets and attack drones, including weapons concealed in private homes. The strikes racked up the highest one-day death toll in Lebanon since Israel and Hezbollah fought a bruising monthlong war in 2006.
___

Chehayeb reported from Beirut. Associated Press Writers Suleiman Amhaz in Baalbek, Lebanon; Jon Gambrell in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, and Edith Lederer at the United Nations, contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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Pope expels a bishop and 9 other people from a Peru movement over 'sadistic' abuses
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                    FILE - Vatican investigators Monsignor Jordi Bertomeu, right, from Spain, and Archbishop Charles Scicluna, from Malta, walk outside of the Nunciatura Apostolica during a break from meeting with people who alleged abuse by the Catholic lay group Sodalitium Christianae Vitae in Lima, Peru, on July 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia, File)
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                                        VATICAN CITY (AP) -- Pope Francis took the unusual decision Wednesday to expel 10 people - a bishop, priests and laypeople -- from a troubled Catholic movement in Peru after a Vatican investigation uncovered "sadistic" abuses of power, authority and spirituality.
The move against the leadership of the Sodalitium Christianae Vitae, or Sodalitium of Christian Life, followed Francis' decision last month to expel the group's founder, Luis Figari, after he was found to have sodomized his recruits.
It was announced by the Peruvian Bishops Conference, which posted a statement from the Vatican embassy on its website that attributed the expulsions to a "special" decision taken by Francis.
The statement was astonishing because it listed abuses uncovered by the Vatican investigation that have rarely if ever been punished canonically -- such as hacking someone's communications -- and cited the people the pope held responsible. 

    


According to the statement, the Vatican investigators uncovered physical abuses "including with sadism and violence," sect-like abuses of conscience, spiritual abuse, abuses of authority, economic abuses in administering church money and the "abuse in the exercise of the apostolate of journalism."




The latter was presumably aimed at a Sodalitium journalist who has attacked critics of the movement on social media. 
Figari founded the SCV, as it is known, in 1971 as a lay community to recruit "soldiers for God," one of several Catholic societies born as a conservative reaction to the left-leaning liberation theology movement that swept through Latin America, starting in the 1960s. At its height, the group counted about 20,000 members across South America and the United States. It was enormously influential in Peru.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Victims of Figari's abuses complained to the Lima archdiocese in 2011, though other claims against him reportedly date to 2000. But neither the local church nor the Holy See took concrete action until one of the victims, Pedro Salinas, wrote a book along with journalist Paola Ugaz detailing the twisted practices of the Sodalitium in 2015, entitled "Half Monks, Half Soldiers."

    


An outside investigation ordered by Sodalitium later determined that Figari was "narcissistic, paranoid, demeaning, vulgar, vindictive, manipulative, racist, sexist, elitist and obsessed with sexual issues and the sexual orientation" of Sodalitium's members.
The investigation, published in 2017, found that Figari sodomized his recruits and forced them to fondle him and one another. He liked to watch them "experience pain, discomfort and fear," and humiliated them in front of others to enhance his control over them, the report found.
Still, the Holy See declined to expel Figari from the movement in 2017 and merely ordered him to live apart from the Sodalitium community in Rome and cease all contact with it. The Vatican was seemingly tied in knots by canon law that did not foresee such punishments for founders of religious communities who weren't priests. Victims were outraged.

    


But according to the findings of the latest Vatican investigation, the abuses went beyond Figari. They included Sodalitium clergy and also involved harassing and hacking the communications of their victims, all while covering up crimes committed as part of their official duties, according to the statement.
The investigation was carried out by the Vatican's top sex crimes investigators, Maltese Archbishop Charles Scicluna and Monsignor Jordi Bertomeu, from the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith, who travelled to Lima last year to take testimony from victims.
The highest-ranking person ordered expelled was Archbishop Jose Antonio Eguren, whom Francis already forced to resign as bishop of Piura in April over his record, after he sued Salinas and Ugaz for their reporting.
In addition to Figari's own abuses, their reporting had exposed the alleged forced eviction of peasants on lands in Eguren's diocese by a Sodalitium-linked real estate developer.
Ugaz, the journalist, welcomed the expulsions and said the reference to Sodalitium hacking referred to her: She said her communications had been hacked in 2023 after she reported on the Sodalitium's off-shore holdings and other financial dealings, and said she believed the group was trying to identify her sources.

    


"It is a demonstration that in Peru, the survivors would never have found justice and reparation (without Bertomeo and Scicluna) because the Sodalitium is an organization with a lot of political, social and economic power," she said in a statement to The Associated Press.
Salinas, for his part, repeated that the group should be dissolved entirely and that some key figures were not included on the list.
"It's very good news after 24 years of impunity," he said in a message to AP. "It is to be hoped that this historic and memorable news is only the first of more, perhaps more impactful than what we know today."

    


The release of such detailed information by the Vatican was highly unusual for an institution that is known more for secrecy, opacity and turning a blind eye to even obvious church crimes.
It is unclear how exactly the expulsions can be enforced or what they will mean in practical terms, especially for the laypeople involved. But at a minimum, the very public announcement would suggest that at least for this particular group, Francis was willing to take an unorthodox approach to interpreting the church's in-house laws to send a message.
"To take such a disciplinary decision, consideration was given to the scandal that was produced by the number and gravity of the abuses that were denounced by victims, which are particularly contrary to the balanced and liberating experience of the evangelical councils," the Vatican embassy statement said in explaining the rationale for the punishments.
The Vatican statement said the Peruvian bishops joined Francis in "seeking the forgiveness of the victims" while calling on the troubled movement to initiate a journey of justice and reparation.
There was no immediate response to a request for comment from the Sodalitium.
Sodalitum had a large presence in Denver, as reflected in a statement from the Archdiocese of Denver saying it was "shocked and saddened by the news of expulsions."
"While the Archdiocese is actively working to understand the full extent of the Vatican's investigation, we are unable to comment on specifics," it said. "This news is inconsistent with our longstanding experience of the men who have served within the Archdiocese of Denver."
The statement said one of the expelled priests, Daniel Cardo "has served nobly and faithfully in Colorado for 17 years."

"During his time here, Fr. Cardo has not faced a single disciplinary action against him. He is beloved by his parishioners and well-respected in the community."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/pope-abuse-peru-sodalicio-068c8f57dfc37aa86f14198ad08f9157



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



How the news unfolded: Israel tells its troops to prepare for ground operation after long-range Hezbollah missile attack

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A Hezbollah lawmaker called the targeted attack on the family home of a deceased Hezbollah fighter "blatant aggression." Six family members of Ali Amr, including his two young children, and four women have been killed after an Israeli air strike on his home, local officials said. (AP video: Fadi Tawli & Mahmad Aounti)
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            FILE - Morris Griffin holds up a sign during a meeting by the Task Force to Study and Develop Reparation Proposals for African Americans in Oakland, Calif., Dec. 14, 2022. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)
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            FILE - Members of Coalition for a Just and Equitable California protest and demand lawmakers to take up a vote on two reparations bill in the rotunda on the last day of the legislative year, Aug. 31, 2024, in Sacramento, Calif. (AP Photo/Tran Nguyen, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        California Gov. Gavin Newsom vetoes bill to help Black families reclaim taken land

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            FILE - Morris Griffin holds up a sign during a meeting by the Task Force to Study and Develop Reparation Proposals for African Americans in Oakland, Calif., Dec. 14, 2022. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    FILE - Morris Griffin holds up a sign during a meeting by the Task Force to Study and Develop Reparation Proposals for African Americans in Oakland, Calif., Dec. 14, 2022. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            FILE - Members of Coalition for a Just and Equitable California protest and demand lawmakers to take up a vote on two reparations bill in the rotunda on the last day of the legislative year, Aug. 31, 2024, in Sacramento, Calif. (AP Photo/Tran Nguyen, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    FILE - Members of Coalition for a Just and Equitable California protest and demand lawmakers to take up a vote on two reparations bill in the rotunda on the last day of the legislative year, Aug. 31, 2024, in Sacramento, Calif. (AP Photo/Tran Nguyen, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            SOPHIE AUSTIN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) -- California Gov. Gavin Newsom vetoed a bill Wednesday that would have helped Black families reclaim or be compensated for property that was unjustly taken by the government.
The bill would have created a process for families to file a claim with the state if they believe the government seized their property through eminent domain due to discriminatory motives and without providing fair compensation. 
The proposal by itself would not have been able to take full effect because lawmakers blocked another bill to create a reparations agency that would have reviewed claims.
"I thank the author for his commitment to redressing past racial injustices," Newsom said in a statement. "However, this bill tasks a nonexistent state agency to carry out its various provisions and requirements, making it impossible to implement."

    


The veto dealt a blow to a key part of a package of reparations bills the California Legislative Black Caucus backed this year in an effort to help the state atone for decades of policies that drove racial disparities for Black Americans. The caucus sent other proposals to Newsom's desk that would require the state to formally apologize for slavery and its lingering impacts, improve protections against hair discrimination for athletes and combat the banning of books in state prisons.




Democratic state Sen. Steven Bradford introduced the eminent domain bill after Los Angeles-area officials in 2022 returned a beachfront property to a Black couple a century after it was taken from their ancestors through eminent domain. Bradford said in a statement earlier this year that his proposal was part of a crucial "framework for reparations and correcting a historic wrong."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Bradford also introduced a bill this year to create an agency to help Black families research their family lineage and implement reparations programs that become law, and a measure to create a fund for reparations legislation.

    


But Black caucus members blocked the reparations agency and fund bills from receiving a final vote in the Assembly during the last week of the legislative session last month. The caucus cited concerns that the Legislature would not have oversight over the agency's operations and declined to comment further on the reparations fund bill because it wasn't part of the caucus' reparations priority package.
The move came after the Newsom administration pushed for the agency bill to be turned into legislation allocating $6 million for California State University to study how to implement the reparations task force's recommendations, according to a document with proposed amendments shared by Bradford's office. 
Newsom's office declined to comment to The Associated Press last month on the reparations agency and fund proposals, saying it doesn't typically weigh in publicly on pending legislation.

The administration's Department of Finance said earlier this year it opposed the eminent domain bill because it was not specifically included in the budget. The agency said the cost to implement it was unknown but could have ranged "from hundreds of thousands of dollars to low millions of dollars annually, depending on the workload required to accept, review, and investigate applications."
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            FILE - Mexican President-elect Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador greets supporters as he kicks off a nationwide tour after his election in Mazatlan, Mexico, Sept. 16, 2018. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo, File)
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            FILE - Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador pauses during his daily, morning press conference at the National Palace in Mexico City, March 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte, File)
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            FILE - Newly elected President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador holds a chieftain's staff during an Indigenous ceremony at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Dec. 1, 2018. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo, File)
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            FILE - A supporter of Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador sporting a tattoo of the president arrives for a march to show support for Lopez Obrador's administration in Mexico City, Nov. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo, File)
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            FILE - Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador and first lady Beatriz Gutierrez Muller wave during an event marking the Army Day at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Feb. 19, 2020. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 13 | 
            FILE - Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador and first lady Beatriz Gutierrez Muller greet the crowd during an Independence Day military parade at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Sept. 16, 2019. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte, File)
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            FILE - People arrive to the Zocalo for outgoing Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador's last State of the Nation address in Mexico City, Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo, File)
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            FILE - A shopper looks at a keychain of Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador for sale outside the presidential palace in Mexico City, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo, File)
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            FILE - Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador meets with his security cabinet at the National Place in Mexico City, Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano, File)
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            FILE - Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, right, and Mexico City's Mayor Claudia Sheinbaum greet supporters after a rally to celebrate the one-year anniversary of his election in the Zocalo of Mexico City, July 1, 2019. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano, File)
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            FILE - Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador stands between Defense Secretary Luis Crescencio Sandoval, left, and Navy Secretary Vidal Francisco Soberon during the Independence Day military parade at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Sept. 16, 2019. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte, File)
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            FILE - Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador stands before giving an address to the nation at the National Palace in Mexico City, April 5, 2020. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo, File)
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            FILE - A supporter of Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador holds a doll in his likeness as she listens to him give the annual Independence Day shout from the balcony of the National Palace at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo, File)
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            FILE - Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador pauses during his daily, morning press conference at the National Palace in Mexico City, March 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte, File)
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            FILE - Newly elected President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador holds a chieftain's staff during an Indigenous ceremony at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Dec. 1, 2018. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo, File)
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            FILE - A supporter of Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador sporting a tattoo of the president arrives for a march to show support for Lopez Obrador's administration in Mexico City, Nov. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo, File)
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            FILE - Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador and first lady Beatriz Gutierrez Muller wave during an event marking the Army Day at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Feb. 19, 2020. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte, File)
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            FILE - People arrive to the Zocalo for outgoing Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador's last State of the Nation address in Mexico City, Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo, File)
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            FILE - A shopper looks at a keychain of Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador for sale outside the presidential palace in Mexico City, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo, File)
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            FILE - Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador meets with his security cabinet at the National Place in Mexico City, Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano, File)
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            FILE - Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, right, and Mexico City's Mayor Claudia Sheinbaum greet supporters after a rally to celebrate the one-year anniversary of his election in the Zocalo of Mexico City, July 1, 2019. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano, File)
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            FILE - Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador stands before giving an address to the nation at the National Palace in Mexico City, April 5, 2020. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo, File)
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            FILE - A supporter of Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador holds a doll in his likeness as she listens to him give the annual Independence Day shout from the balcony of the National Palace at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo, File)
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Many Mexicans will feel a deep sense of loss when folksy, charismatic, nationalistic President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador leaves office on Sept. 30 -- and that's no surprise.
Lopez Obrador himself has spent an inordinate amount of time talking about his own legacy -- and his place in history -- over his six-year term, something he brings up at almost every one of his marathonic daily 7 a.m. media briefings.
But what legacy will the rumpled, grinning Lopez Obrador leave? It is perhaps the main question for a man who is obsessed with history, and one thing appears clear: He has changed the way politics is done in Mexico, perhaps forever.
Unlike decades of reserved and distant presidents, Lopez Obrador has built a deep personal connection with many Mexicans. He has stripped the office of the thousands of presidential guards, limousines and walled compounds that once characterized it, saying "you can't have a rich government with poor people."

    


"He is a politician who evokes familiarity, he reminds people of a father, an uncle, a grandfather," said Carlos Perez Ricart, a political analyst at Mexico's Center for Economic Research and Teaching. That's not a coincidence, either. Lopez Obrador constantly praises the traditional family and says it has saved the country.




"He does feel nostalgia for some of the social structures of the 1970s in Mexico and nostalgia for the family," said Perez Ricart.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Will his legacy be like that of U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt, whose New Deal created lasting institutions like Social Security and home mortgage programs that resulted in an enormous, stable middle class?
The Mexican leader stakes his movement on cash social-benefit programs, he likes to compare himself to Roosevelt and many Mexicans think of him with the same fondness that the more patrician FDR inspired in his day.

    


"I think he's going to be remembered as a president who started big changes, who thought about the people," said Armando Lopez, 60, who works as a street cleaner.
Marina Fiesco, an office worker taking a break at a Mexico City park with her 11-year-old son, voiced similar feelings.
"I feel he does think about the people," said Fiesco. "It's not about left or right, a president has to look out for the people."
Part of that connection is that he talks more, and fields more questions, than probably any other leader in the world.
In his six years in office, he has held about 1,400 televised morning briefings that last an average of 2 1/2 hours each. He tells jokes, talks about his favorite foods, lashes out at critical journalists, makes fun of the opposition and sometimes plays his favorite music videos. Most briefings end with him saying, "Let's go get breakfast."
He frequently says things that are not true. He claims Mexico doesn't produce fentanyl -- the deadly synthetic opioid that kills about 70,000 Americans every year -- even though his own officials have contradicted him. When homicides spiked this year -- despite his claims to have achieved an 18% reduction -- he simply ignored the figures.

    


Many Mexicans seem willing to tolerate the untruths, in part because Lopez Obrador, 70, has mastered a key Mexican folk saying: "He who gets angry, loses." He brushes real contradictions and problems off with a chuckle, a stony refusal to discuss them, or his stock phrase, "I have other data."
He's probably the most skillful politician ever to rule Mexico and seems to enjoy some unstoppable motivating force: In all of his thousands of hours of talking, never once has he sat down, taken one sip of water or gone off to use the bathroom.
Influenced by Mexican presidents of the 20th century, Lopez Obrador would have liked to make his mark with big infrastructure projects -- he is obsessed with railroads and oil refineries -- and big state-owned companies like the ones that dominated Mexico's economy in the 1970s, his formative years.
But his building projects have been often ill-planned and will be subject to the withering trends of economic and energy transition. Unlike his heroes from the past, he hasn't been able to nationalize any industry, and has only been able to fight a rear-guard action to defend the indebted, struggling state-owned oil and electric power companies he inherited.

    


Nor has he been able to make much of a mark in foreign policy, apart from a few rather pointless, unresolved disputes with Spain, the Vatican, Ecuador and Peru. In the face of U.S. pressure, he has used the 120,000-member national guard he created not to confront drug cartels, but to prevent migrants from reaching the U.S. border.
And his social programs -- like the $150-per month payment to people over 65 -- can fade, be defunded or eviscerated by inflation.
So could Lopez Obrador turn out to be a figure like Argentina's president in the 1940s and 50s, Juan Peron, who left behind an ideologically amorphous legacy that was fought over by disparate wings of his movement for decades?

    


"I think that what we are going to see is the 'balkanization' of Obrador-ism," said Perez Ricart, "a dispute between the left and the right to own the term, a bit like what happened with Peronism in Argentina."
Or he could go down in history as the person who, however briefly, revived the nearly century-old Mexican tradition of a "state party," like the old PRI, where Lopez Obrador began his political career. The PRI ruled Mexico for 70 years, before corruption, internal disputes and economic crises brought it down.
Some of Lopez Obrador's most devoted followers seem surprisingly willing to take the chance of another PRI.
"If after 70 years we've found we made a mistake, well, that's life," Fiesco said.
Lopez Obrador may be part of a regionwide revival of old, populistic state-party models, both on the left and right.
For example, El Salvador's President Nayib Bukele stresses that his administration -- which won even greater margins of reelection than Lopez Obrador's Morena -- is a "hegemonic party, not a state party." 
That's almost exactly how Morena supporters describe their movement, but the instant any party starts to use the power of the government to keep itself in power, that distinction disappears.
Most people think it's unlikely that Morena will last as long in power as the seven-decade run of the PRI.
"Times have changed, that's not possible anymore," said Armando Lopez, the street cleaner. "People will support him as long as they see something (in return). They're not going to follow him blindly."
The Morena party was cobbled together by Lopez Obrador out of old PRI members like himself and people from more leftist backgrounds. Lopez Obrador is Morena's star, its guide, its moral authority. Once he's gone, the tensions within the party -- already palpable -- will likely grow stronger.
Lopez Obrador is very aware of that, and from the start he has consciously built structures to guard his legacy, which he views as his own, not the party's. He has handed more economic and law-enforcement power over to the armed forces than any other Mexican president, because the army obeys him unquestioningly and he trusts them.
His longest-lasting legacy may be those structural changes: the militarization of law enforcement and large swaths of the economy, the elimination of all independent regulatory and oversight agencies, the frequent attacks on the media and a judicial overhaul that critics say will weaken democratic checks and balances.
Mexico's armed forces now run airports, trains, customs facilities -- and even an airline.

"The truth is that there is one really important legacy, and that is the legacy of militarization," said Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera, an associate professor at George Mason University.
___
Follow AP's Latin America coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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As an era ends, the city that was home to the Oakland A's comes to grips with their departure
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            FILE - Fans pour onto the field at the Oakland Coliseum after the Oakland A's beat the Los Angeles Dodgers 3-2 and won their third straight World Series, Oct. 17, 1974, in Oakland. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Owner Charles Finley, center, waves a pennant along with a group of fans, as they cheer on the Oakland As, after catcher Gene Tenace connected for his fourth home run of the World Series, Oct. 20, 1972, Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 19 | 
            Longtime Oakalnd A's fan Mike Silva holds up his framed ticket stubs from the team's World Series games at the Oakland Coliseum, July 16, 2024, in San Jose, Calif., from 1972-74, resulting in three of the nine World Series titles dating back to the franhise's orgins in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke)
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            A fan wearing a shirt expressing his dismay with the A's move from Oakland while walking through the Oakland Coliseum parking lot on Opening Night, March 28, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke)
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            Oakland A's fan staged a rally urging team owner John Fisher to sell to a buyer who will keep the franchise in Oakland in the Coliseum parking lot on March 28, 2024 - the Opening Day of the season - in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 19 | 
            A sign in an empty bar inside the Oakland Coliseum still included the team's former slogan, "Rooted in Oakland" is seen on May 1, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke)
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            "Right-Field" Will MacNeil waves an A's flag as the home team prepares to take to the field during a game at the Oakland Coliseum on May 1, 2024, in Oakland, Calif.. (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke)
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            FILE - Kansas City Athletics owner Charlie Finley sits astride the team's mascot, "Charlie O," for a short ride during pre-game ceremonies at the Detroit-Kansas City opening game of the American League baseball season in Kansas City's Municipal Stadium, April 12, 1965. (AP Photo/William Straeter, File)
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            In this undated photo provided by Nancy Finley, one of the orange baseballs that former Oakland A's owner Charles Finley unsuccessfully tried to persuade Major League Baseball to introduce into the game during the 1970s - a period when the team won three consecutive World Series. (Courtesy of Nancy Finley via AP)
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            FILE - Contestants dressed as former Oakland Athletics players Dennis Eckersley, left, Rickey Henderson, center, and Rollie Fingers stand with fans after racing during the seventh inning of a baseball game between the Athletics and the Seattle Mariners in Oakland, Calif., July 3, 2015. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)
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            FILE - Fans wait for autographs before a baseball game between the Oakland Athletics and the Seattle Mariners in Oakland, Calif., July 3, 2015. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)
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            FILE - Oakland Athletics fan "Banjo Man" (aka Stacy Samuels) plays for the crowd in the fifth inning of Game 5 of an American League baseball division series between the Oakland Athletics and the Detroit Tigers in Oakland, Calif., Thursday, Oct. 10, 2013. (AP Photo/Aaron Kehoe, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 19 | 
            FILE - Oakland Athletics fans celebrate after the Athletics defeated the Minnesota Twins in a baseball game to become American League West champions, Sept. 22, 2013, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Beck Diefenbach, File)
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            FILE - Fans at Oakland Coliseum watch a baseball game between the Oakland Athletics and the Cincinnati Reds in Oakland, Calif., on April 28, 2023. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            15 of 19 | 
            FILE - Fans at Oakland Coliseum listen as the national anthem is performed before an American League wild-card baseball game between the Oakland Athletics and the Tampa Bay Rays in Oakland, Calif., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2019. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)
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            "Right-Field" Will MacNeil and several other A's fans sing "Take Me Out To The Ballgame" in the Oakland Coliseum during the seventh-inning stretch of a game against the Pittsburgh Pirates on May 1, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke)
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            A fan standing in left field during a sparsely attended game between the Oakland A's and Colorado Rockies, May 22, 2024, at the Oakland Coliseum in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke)
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            An Oakland A's fan plays his saxophone during an Aug. 6, 2024, game while standing outside the Oakland Coliseum on a ramp that connects the regions's public transit system with the stadium in Oakland, Calif.. (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke)
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            A view of the stadium scoreboard at the Oakland Coliseum is seen, Sept. 2, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke)
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            FILE - Fans pour onto the field at the Oakland Coliseum after the Oakland A's beat the Los Angeles Dodgers 3-2 and won their third straight World Series, Oct. 17, 1974, in Oakland. (AP Photo, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 19
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            FILE - Owner Charles Finley, center, waves a pennant along with a group of fans, as they cheer on the Oakland As, after catcher Gene Tenace connected for his fourth home run of the World Series, Oct. 20, 1972, Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo)
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            Longtime Oakalnd A's fan Mike Silva holds up his framed ticket stubs from the team's World Series games at the Oakland Coliseum, July 16, 2024, in San Jose, Calif., from 1972-74, resulting in three of the nine World Series titles dating back to the franhise's orgins in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke)
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            A fan wearing a shirt expressing his dismay with the A's move from Oakland while walking through the Oakland Coliseum parking lot on Opening Night, March 28, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke)
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            Oakland A's fan staged a rally urging team owner John Fisher to sell to a buyer who will keep the franchise in Oakland in the Coliseum parking lot on March 28, 2024 - the Opening Day of the season - in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke)
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            A sign in an empty bar inside the Oakland Coliseum still included the team's former slogan, "Rooted in Oakland" is seen on May 1, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke)
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            "Right-Field" Will MacNeil waves an A's flag as the home team prepares to take to the field during a game at the Oakland Coliseum on May 1, 2024, in Oakland, Calif.. (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke)
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            FILE - Kansas City Athletics owner Charlie Finley sits astride the team's mascot, "Charlie O," for a short ride during pre-game ceremonies at the Detroit-Kansas City opening game of the American League baseball season in Kansas City's Municipal Stadium, April 12, 1965. (AP Photo/William Straeter, File)
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            In this undated photo provided by Nancy Finley, one of the orange baseballs that former Oakland A's owner Charles Finley unsuccessfully tried to persuade Major League Baseball to introduce into the game during the 1970s - a period when the team won three consecutive World Series. (Courtesy of Nancy Finley via AP)
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            FILE - Contestants dressed as former Oakland Athletics players Dennis Eckersley, left, Rickey Henderson, center, and Rollie Fingers stand with fans after racing during the seventh inning of a baseball game between the Athletics and the Seattle Mariners in Oakland, Calif., July 3, 2015. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)
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            FILE - Fans wait for autographs before a baseball game between the Oakland Athletics and the Seattle Mariners in Oakland, Calif., July 3, 2015. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)
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            FILE - Oakland Athletics fan "Banjo Man" (aka Stacy Samuels) plays for the crowd in the fifth inning of Game 5 of an American League baseball division series between the Oakland Athletics and the Detroit Tigers in Oakland, Calif., Thursday, Oct. 10, 2013. (AP Photo/Aaron Kehoe, File)
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            FILE - Oakland Athletics fans celebrate after the Athletics defeated the Minnesota Twins in a baseball game to become American League West champions, Sept. 22, 2013, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Beck Diefenbach, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 19

                                    
                                    FILE - Oakland Athletics fans celebrate after the Athletics defeated the Minnesota Twins in a baseball game to become American League West champions, Sept. 22, 2013, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Beck Diefenbach, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 19 | 
            FILE - Fans at Oakland Coliseum watch a baseball game between the Oakland Athletics and the Cincinnati Reds in Oakland, Calif., on April 28, 2023. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)
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            FILE - Fans at Oakland Coliseum listen as the national anthem is performed before an American League wild-card baseball game between the Oakland Athletics and the Tampa Bay Rays in Oakland, Calif., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2019. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)
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            "Right-Field" Will MacNeil and several other A's fans sing "Take Me Out To The Ballgame" in the Oakland Coliseum during the seventh-inning stretch of a game against the Pittsburgh Pirates on May 1, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke)
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            A fan standing in left field during a sparsely attended game between the Oakland A's and Colorado Rockies, May 22, 2024, at the Oakland Coliseum in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke)
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                                    A fan standing in left field during a sparsely attended game between the Oakland A's and Colorado Rockies, May 22, 2024, at the Oakland Coliseum in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke)
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            An Oakland A's fan plays his saxophone during an Aug. 6, 2024, game while standing outside the Oakland Coliseum on a ramp that connects the regions's public transit system with the stadium in Oakland, Calif.. (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke)
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            A view of the stadium scoreboard at the Oakland Coliseum is seen, Sept. 2, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke)
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                                        OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) -- The Athletics had long ago carved out a Jekyll-and-Hyde legacy as one of Major League Baseball's most successful -- and sad-sack -- franchises. Under their belts: nine World Series titles and 19 seasons of futility punctuated by 100 or more losses.
This, though, is different. Now, legions of A's fans view the team as the sport's most treacherous under the ownership of billionaire John Fisher, an heir of the family that founded The Gap in 1969 -- one year after the A's moved to Oakland from Kansas City. 
Just a few years after embracing "Rooted In Oakland" as their motto, the A's this week are coming to the end of their 57 see-sawing seasons in a city regularly overshadowed by the mystique of its storied neighbor, San Francisco.
"I know these times coming to the games are always going to be among the best years of my life," longtime A's fan Will MacNeil, 40, rued as he contemplated an ending that is crushing a community's soul. "And for a billionaire owner to rip it away from me, it's frustrating."

    


A baseball team that has moved twice moves again

The A's exodus from Oakland will give the team the dubious distinction of being the first Major League Baseball franchise to have moved on four different occasions. After starting in Philadelphia in 1901, the A's moved to Kansas City in 1955, then to Oakland in 1968, with California's capital city of Sacramento and Las Vegas next in the peripatetic pipeline. 




No place has been the A's home for as long as Oakland, where they're the last professional sports team in a two-county region known as the East Bay -- home to 2.8 million people living across the water from San Francisco. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Through the years, the baseball team became an emblem of East Bay's grit and flair. The A's glory years included the colorfully attired, mustachioed "Swingin' A's" during the first half of the 1970s, the muscular and swaggering "Bash Brothers" of the late 1980s, and the scrappy underdogs of the 2000s that yielded a real-life fairy tale in the film, "Moneyball," based on the Michael Lewis book that ushered in the era of data-driven analysis. 

    


Through those decades, the A's stadium -- the now-crumbling Oakland Coliseum -- became an East Bay hub where people of all races, ages, incomes and backgrounds rallied around a common cause.
"It was really like the public square," lifelong A's fan Jim Zelinski said earlier this year. His father brought him to the team's first game at the Oakland Coliseum on April 17, 1968 -- a 4-1 loss to the Baltimore Orioles before a crowd of 50,164.
"I remember my dad telling me how sports can bring everybody together, creating a sense of pride and identity," he said.
Rooting for the A's connected everyone from longshore workers at Oakland's bustling port to the tech geeks of Silicon Valley to hippies from nearby Berkeley to subversives forged in the cauldron of a city where Huey Newton started the Black Panthers and Sonny Barger led a notorious chapter of the Hells Angels.
"The A's are such an indelible part of this community," Zelinski said. "Everybody was so proud of not only the teams, but there was also this sense of, 'Hey, this is us! This is the East Bay!'" 

    


A storied ballpark is left behind
The Coliseum, lovingly known as baseball's "Last Dive Bar" after a 2019 story in The New York Times drew that analogy, is a remnant of the 1960s when cities built stadiums designed to be used for both baseball and football. Its deteriorating condition is why Fisher began looking to build a new stadium for the A's soon after he bought the team for $180 million in 2006. 
For all the derision aimed at the facility, the Coliseum has been the site for three of the 24 perfect games thrown in baseball history, and it's the place where Rickey Henderson set the record for career stolen bases. It also has been the backdrop for the four World Series championships the A's won in Oakland; only the Yankees, with seven championships, have won more since 1968. Seven winners of the American League's Most Valuable Player award have starred for the Oakland A's, as have five pitchers who won the league's Cy Young award. 

    


Three of the A's World Series titles were won in consecutive years under the ownership of Charles O. "Charlie" Finley, who brought the team to Oakland from Missouri.
Finley brought his mule "Charlie O" with him to serve as the team mascot and made an unsuccessful push to get the leagues to use orange baseballs and allow designated runners. But before selling the A's in 1980, Finley also pushed for night games during the World Series so more people could watch the games on TV and the designated hitter rule so fans wouldn't have to watch pitchers try to hit. The former is a staple today, as is the later -- though purists still debate it.
Finley died in 1996, long before the 50-year reunion of the 1974 World Series champions held in June. But his niece, Nancy Finley, flew in from Texas to represent the family during the ceremony at the Coliseum, where she worked for much of the 1970s. It will likely be her last visit; she can't bear the thought of attending the A's final game in Oakland on Thursday.

    


"I wouldn't want to be there. It would be too hard," Nancy Finley said. "I can't stop having flashbacks whenever I go back there. I have every section, row and seat memorized."
The bond between fans and a community is strong

Other beloved sports teams have spurned their devoted fans by moving elsewhere through the decades, including the baseball's Brooklyn Dodgers and New York Giants in 1958 and the National Football League's Colts, whose moving vans left Baltimore for Indianapolis in 1984 during the middle of the night.
But none of them have been jilted in quite the same way as the East Bay. 
"It's taken so long for this move to evolve that it's been like a slow death eating me up every single day," said A's fan Mike Silva, 72, wiping away tears as he showed some of his old ticket stubs.
"You can still cheer for them after the move, but you are just going to be cheering for the uniform," he said. "It's not the same. "
The NFL's Raiders already turned their back on Oakland twice. They did it first in 1982 when they moved to Los Angeles before coming back in 1995, only to leave for Las Vegas in 2020 -- the year after the National Basketball Association's Warriors hopped over the bay to San Francisco. 
After the A's decided to follow the Raiders to Las Vegas, Fisher poured more salt into Oakland fans' wounds. Rather than stay in the Coliseum, Fisher chose to move the A's 85 miles northeast to a minor-league ballpark in Sacramento for at least the next three years while waiting for the new stadium in Nevada to be built. Hundreds of A's employees and Coliseum concession workers, including some who had been there for more than 40 years, will be laid off when the A's leave Oakland behind. 
On Monday, after staying fairly mum during the final season, Fisher wrote an open letter to fans and the community. His words echoed with regret.
"The A's are part of the fabric of Oakland and the East Bay and the entire Bay Area," Fisher wrote. "I know there is great disappointment, even bitterness. ... I can tell you this from my heart: we tried. Staying in Oakland was our goal. It was our mission, and we failed to achieve it. And for that I am genuinely sorry."
Some are coming out to the bitter end
Many devout A's fans have been boycotting games in disgust. Those who still come, like Will MacNeil, regularly lead chants of "Sell the team!'" before lobbing a profanity at Fisher.
MacNeil, known as "Right-Field Will" after being a fixture in the Coliseum's bleachers for nearly 20 years, has accumulated about 200 A's jerseys during his fandom. He estimates only 20 fit him now because of the weight he put on while drowning his sorrow about the team's move in beers.
"I know I shouldn't have been because it's only sports, but this move really destroyed me," MacNeil said as he cheered the A's on to a victory in May.
Zelinski, the fan who attended the A's first game in 1968, spent nearly 30 years fighting to keep sports teams in Oakland. When the season started, he still didn't want to believe it would all be to no avail.
"I had some of the greatest memories of my life at the Oakland Coliseum," Zelinski, 65, said in April. "The A's are such an irreplaceable part of the East Bay culture that I don't think people can quite grasp what incredible sadness there is going to be like at that final game in September."
He will never find out. After a long battle with bladder cancer, Jim Zelinski died June 7 -- the same day that A's outfielder JJ Bleday slugged a homer in the bottom of the ninth to catapult the team to a 2-1 victory.
Here in Oakland, as a quiet end approaches, that sets us up to leave you with an observation that the former baseball commissioner, A. Bartlett Giamatti, once made about the sport. It hangs over the community this week like a misplaced curveball: "It breaks your heart. It is designed to break your heart."
___

AP writer Michael Liedtke spent the summer talking to people around the Oakland community about the A's departure. Follow him at https://x.com/liedtkesfc

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/oakland-athletics-baseball-final-season-9c3667e53de52b28209a9bed640f2196
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NTSB engineer says carbon fiber hull from submersible showed signs of flaws
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            A National Transportation safety board engineer says the carbon fiber hull of the Titan submersible that imploded en route to the wreckage of the Titanic had imperfections dating to the manufacturing process. (AP Video produced by Rodrique Ngowi.)
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            This June 2023 image provided by Pelagic Research Services shows remains of the Titan submersible on the floor of the Atlantic Ocean. (Pelagic Research Services via AP)
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            Don Kramer, National Transportation Safety Board engineer, right, testifies Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation hearing into the June 2023 loss of the Titan submersible, in North Charleston, S.C. (Petty Officer 2nd Class Kate Kilroy/U.S. Coast Guard via AP, Pool)
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            Don Kramer, National Transportation Safety Board engineer, testifies Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation hearing into the June 2023 loss of the Titan submersible, in North Charleston, S.C. (Petty Officer 2nd Class Kate Kilroy/U.S. Coast Guard via AP, Pool)
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            In a still from from a video animation provided by the United States Coast Guard an illustration of the Titan submersible, right, is shown near the ocean floor of the Atlantic Ocean, as June 18, 2023 communications between the submersible and the support vessel Polar Prince, not shown, are represented at left. (United States Coast Guard via AP)
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            Don Kramer, National Transportation Safety Board engineer, right, testifies Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation hearing into the June 2023 loss of the Titan submersible, in North Charleston, S.C. (Petty Officer 2nd Class Kate Kilroy/U.S. Coast Guard via AP, Pool)
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            Members of the Coast Guard's Titan Submersible Marine Board of Investigation listen during the formal hearing inside the Charleston County Council Chambers, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in North Charleston, S.C. (Laura Bilson/The Post And Courier via AP, Pool)
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            Gim Kang, special counsel for the Coast Guard's Titan Submersible Marine Board of Investigation, listens during the formal hearing inside the Charleston County Council Chambers, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in North Charleston, S.C. (Laura Bilson/The Post And Courier via AP, Pool)
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            FILE - Debris from the Titan submersible, recovered from the ocean floor near the wreck of the Titanic, is unloaded from the ship Horizon Arctic at the Canadian Coast Guard pier in St. John's, Newfoundland, June 28, 2023. (Paul Daly/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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            William Kohnen, of Hydrospace Group Inc., testifies Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation hearing into the June 2023 loss of the Titan submersible, in North Charleston, S.C. (Petty Officer 2nd Class Kate Kilroy/U.S. Coast Guard via AP, Pool)
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            Lt. Cmdr. Nicole Emmons, U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation technical advisor, center right, speaks with board members, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation hearing into the June 2023 loss of the Titan submersible, in North Charleston, S.C. (Petty Officer 2nd Class Kate Kilroy/U.S. Coast Guard via AP, Pool)
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            Don Kramer, National Transportation Safety Board engineer, right, testifies Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation hearing into the June 2023 loss of the Titan submersible, in North Charleston, S.C. (Petty Officer 2nd Class Kate Kilroy/U.S. Coast Guard via AP, Pool)
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            Jason Neubauer, U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation chair, second from left, asks questions during witness testimony, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation hearing into the June 2023 loss of the Titan submersible, in North Charleston, S.C. (Petty Officer 2nd Class Kate Kilroy/U.S. Coast Guard via AP, Pool)
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            Lt. Commander Thomas Whalen, U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation lead investigator, center, asks questions during witness testimony, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation hearing into the June 2023 loss of the Titan submersible, in North Charleston, S.C. (Petty Officer 2nd Class Kate Kilroy/U.S. Coast Guard via AP, Pool)
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            This June 2023 image provided by Pelagic Research Services shows remains of the Titan submersible on the floor of the Atlantic Ocean. (Pelagic Research Services via AP)
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            Don Kramer, National Transportation Safety Board engineer, right, testifies Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation hearing into the June 2023 loss of the Titan submersible, in North Charleston, S.C. (Petty Officer 2nd Class Kate Kilroy/U.S. Coast Guard via AP, Pool)
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            In a still from from a video animation provided by the United States Coast Guard an illustration of the Titan submersible, right, is shown near the ocean floor of the Atlantic Ocean, as June 18, 2023 communications between the submersible and the support vessel Polar Prince, not shown, are represented at left. (United States Coast Guard via AP)
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            Members of the Coast Guard's Titan Submersible Marine Board of Investigation listen during the formal hearing inside the Charleston County Council Chambers, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in North Charleston, S.C. (Laura Bilson/The Post And Courier via AP, Pool)
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            Gim Kang, special counsel for the Coast Guard's Titan Submersible Marine Board of Investigation, listens during the formal hearing inside the Charleston County Council Chambers, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in North Charleston, S.C. (Laura Bilson/The Post And Courier via AP, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 14

                                    
                                    Gim Kang, special counsel for the Coast Guard's Titan Submersible Marine Board of Investigation, listens during the formal hearing inside the Charleston County Council Chambers, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in North Charleston, S.C. (Laura Bilson/The Post And Courier via AP, Pool)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 14 | 
            FILE - Debris from the Titan submersible, recovered from the ocean floor near the wreck of the Titanic, is unloaded from the ship Horizon Arctic at the Canadian Coast Guard pier in St. John's, Newfoundland, June 28, 2023. (Paul Daly/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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            William Kohnen, of Hydrospace Group Inc., testifies Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation hearing into the June 2023 loss of the Titan submersible, in North Charleston, S.C. (Petty Officer 2nd Class Kate Kilroy/U.S. Coast Guard via AP, Pool)
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            Lt. Cmdr. Nicole Emmons, U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation technical advisor, center right, speaks with board members, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation hearing into the June 2023 loss of the Titan submersible, in North Charleston, S.C. (Petty Officer 2nd Class Kate Kilroy/U.S. Coast Guard via AP, Pool)
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            Don Kramer, National Transportation Safety Board engineer, right, testifies Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation hearing into the June 2023 loss of the Titan submersible, in North Charleston, S.C. (Petty Officer 2nd Class Kate Kilroy/U.S. Coast Guard via AP, Pool)
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            Jason Neubauer, U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation chair, second from left, asks questions during witness testimony, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation hearing into the June 2023 loss of the Titan submersible, in North Charleston, S.C. (Petty Officer 2nd Class Kate Kilroy/U.S. Coast Guard via AP, Pool)
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            Lt. Commander Thomas Whalen, U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation lead investigator, center, asks questions during witness testimony, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at the U.S. Coast Guard Marine Board of Investigation hearing into the June 2023 loss of the Titan submersible, in North Charleston, S.C. (Petty Officer 2nd Class Kate Kilroy/U.S. Coast Guard via AP, Pool)
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                                        The carbon fiber hull of the experimental submersible that imploded en route to the wreckage of the Titanic had imperfections dating to the manufacturing process and behaved differently after a loud bang was heard on one of the dives the year before the tragedy, an engineer with the National Transportation Safety Board said Wednesday.
Engineer Don Kramer told a Coast Guard panel there were wrinkles, porosity and voids in the carbon fiber used for the pressure hull of OceanGate's Titan submersible. Two different types of sensors on Titan recorded the "loud acoustic event" that earlier witnesses testified about hearing on a dive on July 15, 2022, he said.
Hull pieces recovered after the tragedy showed substantial delamination of the layers of carbon fiber, which were bonded to create the hull of the experimental submersible, he said.

    


OceanGate co-founder Stockton Rush was among the five people who died when the Titan submersible imploded in June 2023.
Kramer's statements were followed by testimony from William Kohnen, a longtime submersibles expert and key member of the Marine Technology Society. Kohnen emerged as a critic of OceanGate in the aftermath of the implosion and has described the disaster as preventable.




On Wednesday, Kohnen pushed back at the idea the Titan could not have been thoroughly tested before use because of its experimental nature. He also said OceanGate's operations raised concerns among many people in the industry.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kohnen said "I don't think many people ever told Stockton no." He described Rush as not receptive to outside scrutiny.
"This is not something where we don't want you to do it. We want you to do it right," Kohnen said.
The Coast Guard opened a public hearing earlier this month that is part of a high level investigation into the cause of the implosion. Some of the testimony has focused on the submersible's carbon fiber construction, which was unusual. Other testimony focused on the troubled nature of the company.

    


Another Wednesday witness, Bart Kemper of Kemper Engineering Services of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, testified about his review of the OceanGate submersible's development. He expressed particular concern about the sub's window.
"This is consistent with something on the path of failure," Kemper said.
Coast Guard officials noted at the start of the hearing that the submersible had not been independently reviewed, as is standard practice. That and Titan's unusual design subjected it to scrutiny in the undersea exploration community.
Earlier in the hearing, former OceanGate operations director David Lochridge said he frequently clashed with Rush and felt the company was committed only to making money.
Lochridge and other previous witnesses painted a picture of a company that was impatient to get its unconventionally designed craft into the water. The accident set off a worldwide debate about the future of private undersea exploration.
The hearing is expected to run through Friday and include several more witnesses, some of whom were closely connected to the company.

    


The co-founder of the company told the Coast Guard panel Monday that he hoped a silver lining of the disaster is that it will inspire a renewed interest in exploration, including the deepest waters of the world's oceans. Businessman Guillermo Sohnlein, who helped found OceanGate with Rush, ultimately left the company before the Titan disaster.
OceanGate, based in Washington state, suspended its operations after the implosion. The company has no full-time employees currently, but has been represented by an attorney during the hearing.
During the submersible's final dive on June 18, 2023, the crew lost contact after an exchange of texts about Titan's depth and weight as it descended. The support ship Polar Prince then sent repeated messages asking if Titan could still see the ship on its onboard display.
One of the last messages from Titan's crew to Polar Prince before the submersible imploded stated, "all good here," according to a visual re-creation presented earlier in the hearing.


    


When the submersible was reported overdue, rescuers rushed ships, planes and other equipment to an area about 435 miles (700 kilometers) south of St. John's, Newfoundland. Wreckage of the Titan was subsequently found on the ocean floor about 330 yards (300 meters) off the bow of the Titanic, Coast Guard officials said. No one on board survived.
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Judge approves $600 million settlement for residents near fiery Ohio derailment
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                    FILE - In this photo taken with a drone, portions of a Norfolk Southern freight train that derailed the previous night in East Palestine, Ohio, remain on fire at mid-day, Feb. 4, 2023. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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                                        A federal judge on Wednesday approved a $600 million class-action settlement Wednesday that Norfolk Southern railroad offered to everyone who lived within 20 miles (32 kilometers) of last year's disastrous derailment in East Palestine, Ohio.
Judge Benita Pearson gave the deal final approval after a hearing where the lawyers who negotiated it with the railroad argued that residents overwhelmingly supported it, attorneys for the residents and railroad spokesperson Heather Garcia told The Associated Press. Roughly 55,000 claims were filed. Only 370 households and 47 businesses opted out.
Those who did object to the deal were vocal in their concerns that the settlement won't provide enough and that the deal was rushed through so quickly that they can't possibly know what the potential health impact from the derailment will be. They say it's hard to know all the risks, given the way test results have been reported by the EPA and the fact that the lawyers haven't disclosed everything they learned in their investigation.

    


The objectors had hoped the judge would order the plaintiff's lawyers to release the tests their own expert did after the derailment and address their concerns about a toxicologist who told them at one of the lawyers' town meetings that they shouldn't worry because he doesn't think anyone will develop cancer. That angered residents who have been complaining about unexplained ailments since the derailment and talking with doctors who are conducting studies to try and determine what the health impacts will be. Experts say it's too soon to know the health impacts.




"These attorneys were bullying people and telling them they were never going to get any money if they didn't take this. People felt backed into a corner," resident Jami Wallace said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The judge's approval clears the way for payments to start going out quickly. The lawyers had previously said they hoped to get the first checks in the mail before the end of the year.

    


As part of the settlement, any aid residents received from the railroad will be deducted from their final payments. Wallace and others who had to relocate for an extended period while the railroad paid for hotels or rental homes likely won't get anything.
Anyone who lived within 2 miles (3.2 kilometers) of the derailment can get up to $70,000 per household for property damage plus up to $25,000 per person for health problems. The payments drop off the farther people lived from the derailment down to as little as a few hundred dollars at the outer edges. 
"This outcome would not have been possible without the resilience and support of the East Palestine community and the broader class of impacted residents and business owners," the plaintiffs' attorneys said in a statement. "We look forward to beginning the distribution of funds in the coming weeks to help this community rebuild and move forward."
When the train derailed late on Feb. 3, 2023, tank cars full of hazardous chemicals ruptured and spilled their contents that caught fire just outside the small town on the Ohio-Pennsylvania border. Then three days later officials decided to needlessly blow open five tank cars of vinyl chloride and burn the toxic plastic ingredient inside because they feared they would explode. 

    


Since the derailment, the railroad has offered residents and the community $108 million in assistance and paid for the massive cleanup that has cost more than $1 billion.
"We made a promise to make things right and this is just one piece of that commitment," the railroad said in a statement. "We remain committed to this community for the long haul and look forward to continuing our relationship with the Village as we work to help the area recover and thrive." 
Tamara Lynn Freeze said she and her husband ultimately decided to accept the deal despite their concerns about giving up the right to ever sue even if someone eventually develops cancer. She said the idea of having to go it alone against the railroad's army of lawyers one day is daunting.
"It seems like everybody kind of just wanted it to be over with. like the attorneys and obviously Norfolk," Freeze said.

She and her husband live in his childhood home, which is some 175 yards (160 meters) from the derailment site. They will now decide whether to give up that house that's paid for or find somewhere they can feel comfortable planting a garden and living their lives normally again. 
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            Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy arrives to address the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at the UN headquarters. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy arrives to address the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at the UN headquarters. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at UN headquarters. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 14 | 
            Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at UN headquarters. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            France's President Emmanuel Macron addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly at United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            France's President Emmanuel Macron addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly at United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            Maldives President Mohamed Muizzu addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            Samoa's Prime Minister Fiame Naomi Mata'afa speaks to the United Nations General Assembly during Summit of the Future, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024 at U.N. headquarters. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Marshall Islands President Hilda Heine addresses the the Summit of the Future, in the United Nations General Assembly, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            Honduras President Iris Xiomara Castro Sarmiento addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- Sometimes the issues brought forward at the United Nations signature annual meeting may feel a bit familiar. Climate change is always in focus, especially in the past few years. There are regular disputes about who is on the security council. Pleas to stop wars and address hunger. 
But this year, it's what's not getting as much attention that has Ukraine concerned.
The war in Ukraine was center stage the last two times that world leaders convened for the high-level meeting of the General Assembly. But this year, the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza and the escalating developments along the Israeli-Lebanese border have gotten much of the spotlight.
Ukraine president VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY, at the podium, implored world leaders not to give in to calls for a ceasefire that doesn't guarantee Ukraine's sovereignty. "When some propose alternatives, half-hearted settlement plans, so-called sets of principles, it not only ignores the interests and suffering of Ukrainians who are affected by the war the most, it not only ignores reality, but also gives Putin the political space to continue the war," Zelenskyy said.

    


Here's your daily guide to what's going on at the United Nations this week, day by day:




From the podium
French President EMMANUEL MACRON told the U.N. General Assembly that "Israel cannot, without consequence, just expand its operations to Lebanon." He urged Israel to cease the escalation, and Hezbollah to cease missile launches to Israel. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Panama President JOSE RAUL MULINO drew attention to the humanitarian crisis playing out in his country. More than half a million migrants crossed the Darien jungle last year that joins Colombia and Panama. "Panama today is the new border of the United States," Mulino said, noting that the migrants crossing his country are seeking a better life in the U.S. "I ask you to see the magnitude of what is happening because we feel like we don't have the international support we are due."

    


On the sidelines
The chance of a ceasefire proposal to try to stop fighting between Israel and Lebanon took up a lot of oxygen behind the scenes on Wednesday. Rumors floated through the halls, and France called a last-minute session to discuss the conflict. At the session, French Foreign Minister JEAN-NOEL BARROT said later in a meeting of the Security Council that France was working with the U.S. on a proposal for a 21-day ceasefire. 
Climate moment
In a special high-level summit to address the impacts of rising seas, small island nations pleaded for the survival and insisted on their sovereignty despite overflowing oceans. Sea level rise "threatens the well-being of our peoples' cultures, food security and livelihoods," said Samoan Prime Minister FIAME NAOMI MATA'AFA, speaking for 39 small island nations. Marshall Islands President HILDA HEINE and others said even if their lands are submerged, their nations should still be recognized, asking the world not to "rig the map and try to erase us with a pencil... sovereignty ultimately rests with our people, not in distant diplomatic centers." U.S. Secretary of State ANTONY BLINKEN said the United States is committed to counter -- or at least adapt to -- rising sea levels that pose an existential threat to many coastal communities around the world. Blinken also said that the Biden administration would oppose any effort to limit or curtail the rights of any countries affected by it.

    


Voices you might have missed
"Globalization has failed in its mission to bring prosperity to people."
--XIOMARA CASTRO, president of Honduras
___
"In this emerging global order, we must ensure the United Nations remains at the forefront of global governance. If multilateralism is to trump unilateralism, the UN's role, as the world's foremost multilateral organization, is pivotal. With the necessary resources and resolve, the UN can ensure a future of peace, sustainable development, and human dignity."
--MOHAMED IRFAAN ALI, president of Guyana
___
Island nation leaders warned about sea level rise in the most dire and personal terms. "Our future is uncertain," Fiji President WILIAME KATONVIERE said. "Will our children and their children have a place to call home?" And Maldives President MOHAMED MUIZZU said: "An emergency is upon us, threatening our way of life. Our fight to live on will survive."

    


Something you might not know 
Leaders' speeches take a variety of forms and are delivered in a variety of languages -- some rendered on plain paper, others on elaborate letterhead. Taken collectively, they represent the words and ideas of an entire governed world -- and the politics and maneuverings that come with leading, or helping to lead, one of the nations of Earth. In photos, you can sometimes see the speech on the lectern, including one of Zelenskyy from Wednesday. 
One notable number


Number of speakers scheduled at a last-minute, evening Security Council session on conflict between Israel and Lebanon: 24
Quotable
"Colleagues, I'm often asked which one issue keeps me up at night. What I always say is this: We can't afford to limit our attention to just one issue."

    


-- U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations LINDA THOMAS-GREENFIELD, speaking to the Security Council
___
"Annihilation may bring military success but not political or moral victory. If security systems take over every political decision you forfeit your option to negotiate."
--MIRJANA SPOLJARIC EGGER, president of the International Committee of the Red Cross
___
"Rising seas mean a rising tide of misery. Communities swamped, fresh water contaminated, crops ruined, infrastructure damaged, biodiversity destroyed, and economies decimated - with sectors such as fisheries, agriculture, and tourism pummeled. The poorest and most vulnerable are hardest hit."
--U.N. Secretary-General ANTONIO GUTERRES 
___
"Do not divide the world. Be united nations. And that will bring us peace."
--Ukraine's Zelenskyy, to leaders at the General Assembly
Up next

Palestinian President MAHMOUD ABBAS is scheduled to speak Thursday morning and Israel's Prime Minister BENJAMIN NETANYAHU on Friday.
___

AP writers Seth Borenstein, Michael Weissenstein and Matthew Lee contributed. See more of AP's coverage of the U.N. General Assembly at https://apnews.com/hub/united-nations
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            A member of the Texas Army National Guard patrols the Rio Grande from atop a line of shipping containers in Eagle Pass, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris will visit the U.S.-Mexico border in Arizona on Friday as her campaign tries to turn the larger issue of immigration from a liability into a strength and hopes to counter a line of frequent, searing political attacks from former President Donald Trump.
Her campaign announced Wednesday that Harris will be in Douglas, Arizona, across the border from Agua Prieta, Mexico.
A Harris aide, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a trip that was still being planned, said the vice president plans to speak about border security and how, as a former attorney general of California, she took on international gangs and criminal organizations who traffic drugs, guns, and human beings. She also has long believed that the country needs an immigration system that is secure, fair, orderly and humane, the aide said. 

    


Trump has built his campaign partly around calling for cracking down on immigration and the southern border, even endorsing using police and the military to carry out mass deportations should he be elected in November. Harris has increasingly tried to seize on the issue and turn it back against her opponent, though polls show voters continue to trust Trump more on it.




Just how important immigration and the border are ahead of Election Day was evidenced by Trump wasting little time reacting to word of Harris' trip. He told a rally crowd in Mint Hill, North Carolina, that Harris was going to the border "for political reasons" and because "their polls are tanking."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"When Kamala speaks about the border, her credibility is less than zero," Trump said. "I hope you're going to remember that on Friday. When she tells you about the border, ask her just one simple question: "Why didn't you do it four years ago?"
That picks up on a theme Trump mentions at nearly all of his campaign rallies, scoffing at Harris as a former Biden administration "border czar," arguing that she oversaw softer federal policies that allowed millions of people into the country illegally.

    


President Joe Biden tasked Harris with working to address the root causes of immigration patterns that have caused many people fleeing violence and drug gangs in Central America to head to the U.S. border and seek asylum, though she was not called border czar. 
Since taking over for Biden at the top of the Democratic presidential ticket, Harris has lamented the collapse of a bipartisan border security deal in Congress that most Republican lawmakers rejected at Trump's behest. Her campaign aide said she will use Friday's border stop to push for reviving that package, which was the toughest in a generation. 
In an interview with MSNBC that aired Wednesday evening, Harris talked about reviving that legislative effort, but also helping some people in the country illegally get U.S. citizenship. 
"We need a comprehensive plan," she said, "that includes what we need to do to fortify not only our border, but deal with the fact that we also need to create pathways for people to earn citizenship."

    


The stop is part of Harris' larger effort to make immigration an issue that can help her win supporters, saying that Trump would rather play politics with the issue than seek solutions, while also promising more humane treatment of immigrants should she win the White House. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


In June, Biden announced rules that bar migrants from being granted asylum when U.S. officials deem that the southern border is overwhelmed. Since then, arrests for illegal border crossings have fallen.

Despite that, a new poll by The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research released this month found that Trump has an advantage over Harris on whom voters trust to better handle immigration. This issue was a problem for Biden, as well: Illegal immigration and crossings at the U.S. border with Mexico have been a challenge during much of his administration. The poll also found that Republicans are more likely to care about immigration.
___
Associated Press writer Will Weissert contributed to this report. 
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A Black student punished for his hairstyle wants to return to the Texas school he left
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                    FILE - Darryl George stands next to his mother, Darresha George, in front of Galveston County Court House, May 23, 2024, in Galveston, Texas. (Raquel Natalicchio/Houston Chronicle via AP, File)
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- A Black high school student in Texas who was punished for nearly all of his junior year over his hairstyle has left his school district rather than spend another year of in-school suspension, according to his attorney.
But Darryl George, 18, would like to return to his Houston-area high school in the Barbers Hill school district for his senior year and has asked a federal judge to issue a temporary restraining order that would prevent district officials from further punishing him for not cutting his hair. It would allow him to return to school while a federal lawsuit he filed proceeds.
George's request comes after U.S. District Judge Jeffrey Brown in August dismissed most of the claims the student and his mother had filed in the federal lawsuit alleging school district officials committed racial and gender discrimination when they punished him. 

    


The judge only let the gender discrimination claim stand and questioned whether the school district's hair length rule causes more harm than good.
"Judge Brown please help us so that I can attend school like a normal teenage student during the pendency of this litigation," George said in an affidavit filed last month.




Brown has scheduled an Oct. 3 court hearing in Galveston on George's request.
In court documents filed last week, attorneys for the school district said the judge does not have jurisdiction to issue the restraining order because George is no longer a student in the district.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"And George's withdrawal from the district does not deprive him of standing to seek past damages, although the district maintains that George has not suffered a constitutional injury and is not entitled to recover damages," attorneys for the school district said.
The district defends its dress code, which says its policies for students are meant to "teach grooming and hygiene, instill discipline, prevent disruption, avoid safety hazards and teach respect for authority."

    


In court documents filed last week, Allie Booker, one of George's attorneys, said the student was "forced to unenroll" from Barbers Hill High School in Mont Belvieu and transfer to another high school in a different Houston area district because Barbers Hill officials placed him on in-school suspension on the first and second day of the new school year, which began last month.
This "caused him significant emotional distress, ultimately leading to a nervous breakdown. As a result, we had no choice but to remove him from the school environment," Booker said.
George's departure "was not a matter of choice but of survival" but he wishes to return, as his mother moved to the area because of the quality of the district's schools, Booker said. 
George was kept out of his regular high school classes for most of the 2023-24 school year, when he was a junior, because the school district said his hair length violated its dress code. George was forced to either serve in-school suspension or spend time at an off-site disciplinary program.
The district has argued that George's long hair, which he wears to school in tied and twisted locs on top of his head, violates its policy because if let down, it would fall below his shirt collar, eyebrows or earlobes. The district has said other students with locs comply with the length policy.

    


George's federal lawsuit also alleged that his punishment violates the CROWN Act, a recent state law prohibiting race-based discrimination of hair. The CROWN Act, which was being discussed before the dispute over George's hair and which took effect in September 2023, bars employers and schools from penalizing people because of hair texture or protective hairstyles including Afros, braids, locs, twists or Bantu knots.
In February, a state judge ruled in a lawsuit filed by the school district that its punishment does not violate the CROWN Act.

Barbers Hill's hair policy was also challenged in a May 2020 federal lawsuit filed by two other students. Both withdrew from the high school, but one returned after a federal judge granted a temporary injunction, saying there was "a substantial likelihood" that his rights to free speech and to be free from racial discrimination would be violated if he was barred. That lawsuit is still pending.
___
Follow Juan A. Lozano: https://twitter.com/juanlozano70
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            United States President Joe Biden addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024, at UN headquarters. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)
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            Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy addresses the the Summit of the Future at United Nations headquarters, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            Smoke, dust and debris can be seen after after a Russian attack that hit a residential building in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Tuesday Sept. 24, 2024. (Ukrainian Emergency Services via AP)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Biden administration said Wednesday that the U.S. will send Ukraine an undisclosed number of medium-range cluster bombs and an array of rockets, artillery and armored vehicles in a military aid package totaling about $375 million; a U.S. official also said billions more in assistance over the coming months would be announced Thursday.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced the $375 million package as global leaders met at the U.N. General Assembly this week and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy used his appearance there to rally support. Zelenskyy will meet with President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris in Washington on Thursday to continue his push to get them to allow his troops to use long-range weapon s to strike deeper into Russia. 
The package announced by Blinken includes air-to-ground bombs, which have cluster munitions and can be fired by Ukraine's fighter jets, as well as munitions for the High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS), Javelin and other anti-armor systems, Mine Resistant Ambush Protected vehicles, bridging systems and other vehicles and military equipment. 

    


"The United States is committed to Ukraine's defense against Russia's brutal aggression," Blinken said in a statement. "We will deploy this new assistance as quickly as possible to help Ukraine protect its territory and its people."




The latest package of weapons, provided through presidential drawdown authority, is one of the largest approved recently and will take stocks from Pentagon shelves to deliver the weapons more quickly to Ukraine. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It comes as nearly $6 billion in funding for aid to Ukraine could expire at the end of the month unless Congress acts to extend the Pentagon's authority to send weapons from its stockpiles to Kyiv. 
A U.S. official said, however, that the Biden administration is expected to notify Congress on Thursday of its intent to spend the remaining amount of money under presidential drawdown authority contained in the supplemental budget for Ukraine after the current fiscal year that ends Sept. 30.

    


That amount, $5.5 billion, must either be used or notified to Congress by Sept. 30 or be lost and returned to the Treasury.
The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity to preview the expected move, said lawmakers would be told that the administration will spend the money in multiple aid packages that will be announced after Oct. 1, in the next budget year.
Ukrainian and Russian forces are battling in the east, including hand-to-hand combat in the Kharkiv border region where Ukraine has driven Russia out of a huge processing plant in the town of Vovchansk that had been occupied for four months, officials said Tuesday. At the same time, Ukrainian troops continue to hold ground in Russia's Kursk region after a daring incursion there last month.
The aid announcement also came on the heels of Zelenskyy's highly guarded visit on Sunday to a Pennsylvania ammunition factory to thank the workers who are producing 155 mm shells, one of the most critically needed munitions for his country's fight to fend off Russian ground forces. 

Including this latest package, the United States has provided more than $56.2 billion in security assistance to Ukraine since Russian forces invaded in February 2022.
___
Lee reported from New York.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/ukraine-russia-war-weapons-missiles-a4a109e2eb4581e59d5d1455deb92b09



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



10 homes have collapsed into the Carolina surf. Their destruction was decades in the making

    10 homes have collapsed into the Carolina surf. Their destruction was decades in the making

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            CORRECTS DATE This photo provided by Cape Hatteras National Seashore shows a house several hours before it collapsed into the ocean in Rodanthe, N.C., on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (Cape Hatteras National Seashore/National Park Service via AP)
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            CORRECTS DATE This photo provided by Cape Hatteras National Seashore shows debris from a collapsed house in Rodanthe, N.C., on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (Cape Hatteras National Seashore/National Park Service via AP)
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            CORRECTS DATE This photo provided by Cape Hatteras National Seashore shows debris from a collapsed house in Rodanthe, N.C., on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (Cape Hatteras National Seashore/National Park Service via AP)
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                                        NORFOLK, Va. (AP) -- A slow-motion catastrophe has been playing out in the coastal North Carolina village of Rodanthe, where 10 houses have fallen into the Atlantic since 2020. Three have been lost since Friday. 
The most recent collapse was Tuesday afternoon, when the wooden pilings of a home nicknamed "Front Row Seats" buckled in the surf. The structure bumped against another house before it bobbed in the waves, prompting now familiar warnings about splintered wood and nail-riddled debris. 
The destruction was decades in the making as beach erosion and climate change slowly edged the Atlantic closer to homes in the somewhat out-of-the way vacation spot. The threat is more insidious than a hurricane, while the possible solutions won't be easy or cheap, either in Rodanthe or other parts of the U.S. 
Barrier islands aren't ideal for building 
Rodanthe is a village of about 200 people on the Outer Banks, a strip of narrow barrier islands that protrude into the Atlantic like a flexed arm. 

    


Barrier islands were never an ideal place for development, according to experts. They typically form as waves deposit sediment off the mainland. And they move based on weather patterns and other ocean forces. Some even disappear.




David Hallac, superintendent of the Cape Hatteras National Seashore, along which Rodanthe is located, said it was more common in previous decades for homeowners to move their houses from the encroaching surf. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Perhaps it was more well understood in the past that the barrier island was dynamic, that it was moving," Hallac said. "And if you built something on the beachfront it may not be there forever or it may need to be moved."
The beach is rapidly eroding 
Rodanthe is one of many communities on Hatteras Island, which is roughly 50 miles (80 kilometers) long and has been experiencing beach erosion for decades. 
The Cape Hatteras Lighthouse was 1,500 feet (457 meters) from the ocean when it was built in 1870, Hallac said. By 1919, the Atlantic was 300 feet away. The lighthouse was later moved to a more protected location.

    


The erosion has been measured to be as much as 10 to 15 feet (3 to 4.5 meters) a year or more in some places. 
"And so every year, 10 to 15 feet of that white sandy beach is gone," Hallac said. "And then the dunes and then the back-dune area. And then all of a sudden, the foreshore, that area between low water and high water, is right up next to somebody's backyard. And then the erosion continues."
'Like a toothpick into wet sand'
Ocean waves eventually lap at the wooden pilings that hold up the beach houses. The supports could be 15 feet deep. But the surf slowly takes away the sand that is packed around them. 
"It's like a toothpick in wet sand or even a beach umbrella," Hallac said. "The deeper you put it, the more likely it is to stand up straight and resist leaning over. But if you only put it down a few inches, it doesn't take much wind for that umbrella to start leaning. And it starts to tip over."
A single home collapse can shed debris up to fifteen miles along the coast, according to an August report from a group of federal, state and local officials who are studying threatened oceanfront structures in North Carolina. Collapses can injure beachgoers and lead to potential contamination from septic tanks, among other environmental concerns. 

    


Collapsed houses were likely in compliance 
Rules that govern coastal development in North Carolina have been in place since the 1970s, before many of the collapsed houses were constructed and when there was a lot more beach, said Noah Gillam, Dare County's planning director. 
"At the time they were built, they were likely in compliance with all of the set-back requirements," Gillam said. "And they were set back, in many situations, hundreds of yards from the dune line, let alone the ocean." 
Since then, the rate of erosion has sped up, swallowing swaths of sand. Storms also have become more frequent and more intense, pounding the shoreline of a community that is acutely exposed to the ocean. 
'This is a national issue' 
Meanwhile, officials and experts have been focused on solutions or at least ways to address the problem. The report on threatened oceanfront homes noted that 750 of nearly 8,800 oceanfront structures in North Carolina are considered at risk from erosion. 

    


Among the possible solutions is hauling dredged sand to eroding beaches, something that is already being done in other communities on the Outer Banks and East Coast. But it could cost $40 million or more in Rodanthe, posing a major financial challenge for its small tax base, said Gillam, of Dare County. 
Other ideas include buying out threatened properties, moving or demolishing them. But those options are also very expensive. And funding is limited. 
U.S. Rep. Greg Murphy, a North Carolina Republican, recently introduced a bill in Congress that would make some money available. For example, the legislation would authorize federal flood insurance dollars to help demolish or relocate erosion-plagued homes before they collapse. 


    


Braxton Davis, executive director of the North Carolina Coastal Federation, a nonprofit, said the problem isn't limited to Rodanthe or even to North Carolina. He pointed to erosion issues along California's coast, the Great Lakes and some of the nation's rivers. 
"This is a national issue," Davis said, adding that sea levels are rising and "the situation is only going to become worse." 
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            Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., heads to the chamber as Congress prepares for votes on an interim spending bill to avoid a government shutdown next week, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Congress on Wednesday passed a temporary measure that keeps government agencies funded into December, avoiding a shutdown for now while punting final spending decisions until after the Nov. 5 election.
The Senate approved the measure by a vote of 78-18 shortly after the House easily approved it. The bill generally funds agencies at current levels through Dec. 20. But an additional $231 million was included to bolster the Secret Service after the two assassination attempts against Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump. Money was also added to aid with the presidential transition, among other things. 
The bill now goes to President Joe Biden's desk to be signed into law.
"This bipartisanship is a good outcome for America," Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer said moments before the vote. "I hope it sets the tone for more constructive, bipartisan work when we return in the fall."

    


House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., billed the measure as doing "only what's absolutely necessary," a statement directed at members of his own conference concerned about spending levels. 
Still, it was a no-go for some Republicans, which forced House GOP leadership to rely on Democratic votes to pass the bill through a process that requires at least two-thirds support from voting members. The final vote was 341-82, with Republicans supplying all the no votes in both chambers. Johnson said the only alternative to the continuing resolution at this stage would have been a government shutdown.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Congress moving swiftly to fund government and avert shutdown before heading home to campaign
    

    
    
    Congress is moving quickly to avoid a government shutdown just weeks before the Nov. 5 election. AP correspondent Donna Warder reports.

    





"It would be political malpractice to shut the government down," Johnson said. "I think everyone understands that."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The House floor was largely empty during debate on the measure. Rep. Chip Roy, R-Texas, was the lone critic among the speakers, saying, "We end up in a vicious circle every year, the same vicious circle." 
Lawmakers in both chambers are anxious to return to their home states and districts to campaign, smoothing the path for passage of the temporary funding fix. But more arduous fiscal negotiations await them at the end of the year.

    


Under terms of a previous deal to avoid a federal default and allow the government to continue paying its bills, spending for defense and nondefense programs would rise 1% next year.
The Senate has been charting a course to go above that level, while House Republicans have been voting for steep cuts to many nondefense programs, and they have attached policy mandates to the spending bills that Democrats overwhelmingly oppose. So a final agreement will be difficult to reach.
In the meantime, the temporary bill will mostly fund the government at current levels, with a few exceptions like the funding infusion for the Secret Service.
The $231 million for the Secret Service does come with strings attached. It's contingent upon the agency complying with congressional oversight. The bill also allows the Secret Service to spend its allocations faster if needed.
"Everybody understands that's critically important right now," Johnson said of the Secret Service money. 

    


Trump thanked lawmakers for the extra Secret Service funding at a campaign event Wednesday. He had earlier called on Republicans not to move forward on a spending bill without also including a requirement that people provide proof of citizenship when registering to vote. That legislation failed in the House last week.
In a recent letter, the Secret Service told lawmakers that a funding shortfall was not the reason for lapses in Trump's security when a gunman climbed onto an unsecured roof on July 13 at a rally in Butler, Pennsylvania, and opened fire. But acting Secret Service Director Ronald Rowe Jr., also made clear the agency had "immediate needs" and that he's talking to Congress.
"The Secret Service has asked for this additional funding. It's absolutely essential as they deal with the increased threat environment," said Sen. Susan Collins, the top Republican on the Senate Appropriations Committee.
The continuing resolution is needed because Congress is nowhere close to completing work on the dozen annual appropriations bills that fund much of the federal government. The House has passed five of the 12 bills, mostly along party lines. The Senate has passed zero. 

    


Republicans blame the impasse on Senate Democrats for not putting the dozen appropriations bills on the Senate floor for a vote, where they then could be reconciled with the House bills during negotiations. But Democrats counter that House Republicans are acting in bad faith, bogging the process down by undercutting the agreement that former Speaker Kevin McCarthy negotiated with the White House over spending caps for the 2024 and 2025 budget years.
Rep. Rosa DeLauro, the top Democratic member of the House Appropriations Committee, said her party will accept nothing less than the 1% increase specified in that agreement. Also, if Republicans seek more than that for defense, there must be "dollar for dollar parity for nondefense," she said. 

    


The White House called on both chambers to pass the stopgap bill, while cautioning that it did not provide adequate funding to help communities recover from natural disasters and failed to include enough funding for health care provided through the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
Johnson warned that when the temporary extension expires in December, he will not support a massive, catchall bill to fund the government, referred to as an omnibus, so another stopgap may be needed that would allow the new president and Congress to have the final say on fiscal year 2025 spending levels. 
"I have no intention of going back to that terrible tradition," Johnson said.

Sen. Patty Murray, the Democratic chair of the Senate Appropriations Committee, urged House Republicans not to "follow the loudest voices on the far right" in the negotiations for the full-year bill. 
"You cannot strike a deal to govern with people who do not really want to govern," Murray said. 
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            Vice President Kamala Harris is pledging to build an economy that is both pro-business and helps the middle class as she pushes back against Republican nominee Donald Trump's claims that she's advancing "communist" ideas.
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves after speaking at a campaign event at Carnegie Mellon University, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign event in Mint Hill, N.C., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            In this combination of photos taken in Pennsylvania, Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a campaign event, Aug. 18, 2024, in Rochester, left, and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign event, Aug. 19, 2024, in York. (AP Photo)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump gestures as he leaves a manufacturing plant after speaking in Mint Hill, N.C., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign event in Mint Hill, N.C., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 8

                                    
                                    In this combination of photos taken in Pennsylvania, Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a campaign event, Aug. 18, 2024, in Rochester, left, and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign event, Aug. 19, 2024, in York. (AP Photo)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 8 | 
            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives at an event hosted by the Pittsburgh Economic Council on the Carnegie Mellon University campus in Pittsburgh, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 8

                                    
                                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives at an event hosted by the Pittsburgh Economic Council on the Carnegie Mellon University campus in Pittsburgh, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 8 | 
            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris addresses the Economic Club of Pittsburgh on the Carnegie Mellon University campus in Pittsburgh, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 8

                                    
                                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris addresses the Economic Club of Pittsburgh on the Carnegie Mellon University campus in Pittsburgh, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 8 | 
            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump gestures as he leaves a manufacturing plant after speaking in Mint Hill, N.C., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 8

                                    
                                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump gestures as he leaves a manufacturing plant after speaking in Mint Hill, N.C., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 8 | 
            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign event in Mint Hill, N.C., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 8

                                    
                                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign event in Mint Hill, N.C., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            JOSH BOAK, ZEKE MILLER and STEVE PEOPLES

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        PITTSBURGH (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris on Wednesday pledged to build an economy that is both pro-business and helps the middle class as she pushed back against Republican nominee Donald Trump 's claims that she's advancing "communist" ideas.
The Democratic nominee said in remarks at the Economic Club of Pittsburgh in battleground Pennsylvania that she "would take good ideas from wherever they come" as she promised to double the number of people being trained in registered apprenticeships and outlined her support for more home ownership.
 "As president, I will be grounded in my fundamental values of fairness, dignity and opportunity," Harris said. "And I promise you, I will be pragmatic in my approach."
Little more than a hour before her speech, Trump offered his own competing vision of the economy while visiting a furnituremaker in Mint Hill, North Carolina. He defended his idea for a special lower tax rate for U.S. manufacturers and pledged to impose tariffs high enough that there would be an "exodus" of auto factory jobs from Japan, Germany and South Korea.

    


"I'm imposing tariffs on your competition from foreign countries, all these foreign countries that have ripped us off, which stole all of your businesses and all of your jobs years ago," Trump said.




The dueling speeches by the two candidates reflected how they're honing their economic messages for voters in battleground states. Both are trying to counter criticism while laying out their best cases for a public that still worries about the economy's health. Trump is focused on the idea of U.S. dominance over foreign competitors, while Harris is stressing the importance of supporting the middle class and entrepreneurs.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Harris later sat down for an interview with MSNBC and reacted to Trump's calls for tariffs, saying, "You don't just throw around the idea of, just tariffs across the board." She added of her opponent: "He's just not serious about very many of these issues."

    


In the interview, the vice president also renewed her calls for raising corporate tax rates, saying, "I'm not mad at anyone for achieving success, but everyone should pay their fair share."
Those remarks came after Harris' speech focused on her broader philosophy and what she's trying to achieve for the economy. That was in contrast to Trump's, which was more freestyle, including insinuations about Iranian connection to the two assassination attempts against him.
The former president said the corporate tax rate would drop from 21% to 15% for companies that make their products domestically if he were elected. The Republican nominee suggested that his support for broad tariffs as high as 20% have made him an international target.
 "This is why people in countries want to kill me," he said. "They're not happy with me."
The candidates are each emphasizing the economy at a time when polls show that it is one of the most important issues for voters as they consider who to support. A recent AP-NORC poll found that neither candidate has a decisive edge with the public on the issue.

    


Both say their own approach will do more to ensure that the U.S. economy -- and not China's -- leads the world in this century. Both are eager to embrace an image as a tax cutter and are accusing the other of backing massive tax hikes on the middle class. It's a meaningful shift in messaging as inflation concerns have ebbed somewhat with the Federal Reserve cutting its benchmark interest rates last week.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Harris rebutted Trump by saying that she is a capitalist who believes in an "active partnership between government and the private sector." She said Trump has "no intention to grow our middle class -- he's only interested in making life better for himself and people like himself." 
The Democratic nominee plans to provide $100 billion worth of tax breaks and other incentives to build up U.S. manufacturing and emerging technologies, according to a person familiar with her plans who provided details on the condition of anonymity. She has a forthcoming brochure to outline her vision for the economy.

    


Elsewhere, billionaire Mark Cuban said business leaders like him are backing Harris because she has taken considered stances that companies can understand even when they have a different perspective.
"I want a president that for business goes into details and has a policy team that understands all the ramifications of what's been proposed," Cuban said on a Tuesday call with reporters set up by the Harris campaign.
The Harris campaign's efforts to show business support have overlapped with Trump's in offering a host of populist ideas. In addition to wanting no taxes on tips, Social Security or overtime pay, Trump wants to limit the interest rate on credit cards to 10% and set up low-tax zones on federal lands to lure employers. Trump also wants to ditch the cap on the deduction of state and local taxes that he put into the tax code in 2017 while president.

    


Both candidates see an opportunity to trash the other's tax ideas. Trump recently dubbed Harris the "tax queen." She wants to raise the corporate tax rate to 28% from 21%, as well as tax the unrealized capital gains of people worth more than $100 million. She would use the revenue from that and other policies to sustain tax cuts for the middle class that are set to expire after 2025 as well as offer new tax breaks to parents and entrepreneurs. Many of her policies build on ideas initially proposed by President Joe Biden.
Trump claims her tax hikes would ultimately trickle down to the middle class.
"She's coming for your money," he told an audience on Monday. "She's coming for your pensions, and she's coming for your savings."
Harris has shown that two can play that game. She labeled his call for tariffs a "national sales tax," as it could increase the cost of coffee, clothes, electronics, autos and almost anything that gets imported or depends on imported parts. 
Her campaign likes to cite an analysis that originated with Brendan Duke of the Center for American Progress that estimated a 20% universal tariff would cost a typical family almost $4,000 a year. For taxpayers in the middle-income range, that sum would effectively increase their total federal taxes by 50%, according to calculations based on Treasury Department data.
Trump has long portrayed himself as someone who will slash regulations, but Harris said Wednesday that she would do likewise because "whether it's a new housing development, a new factory or a new bridge, projects take too long to go from concept to reality."

"China is not moving slowly," Harris said. She added that she would reform permitting and cut red tape because "patience may be a virtue, but not when it comes to job creation or America's competitiveness."
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            Families fleeing the escalating conflict in Lebanon poured into Syria in growing numbers on Wednesday, waiting for hours in heavy traffic to reach the relative safety of another war-torn country. (AP Video: Abd Al Rahman Shaheen)
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            Lebanese fleeing the Israeli bombardment, sit on the ground after crossing into Syria at the Syrian-Lebanese border crossing in Jdaidet Yabous, Syria, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            Lebanese fleeing the Israeli bombardment, arrive in a taxi at the Syrian-Lebanese border crossing in Jdaidet Yabous, Syria, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            Lebanese fleeing the Israeli bombardment, arrive in a taxi at the Syrian-Lebanese border crossing in Jdaidet Yabous, Syria, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            A Lebanese fleeing the Israeli bombardment, arrives at the Syrian-Lebanese border crossing in Jdaidet Yabous, Syria, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            Lebanese fleeing the Israeli bombardment, sit on the ground as they arrive at the Syrian-Lebanese border crossing in Jdaidet Yabous, Syria, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            Lebanese fleeing the Israeli bombardment, arrive at the Syrian-Lebanese border crossing in Jdaidet Yabous, Syria, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            A Syrian boy fleeing the war in Lebanon with his family, arrives at the Syrian-Lebanese border crossing in Jdeidet Yabous, Syria, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            A Syrian boy poses for a picture as he flees the war in Lebanon with his family, at the Syrian-Lebanese border crossing in Jdeidet Yabous, Syria, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            A Syrian boy fleeing the war in Lebanon with his family, arrives at the Syrian-Lebanese border crossing in Jdeidet Yabous, Syria, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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                                    Families fleeing the escalating conflict in Lebanon poured into Syria in growing numbers on Wednesday, waiting for hours in heavy traffic to reach the relative safety of another war-torn country. (AP Video: Abd Al Rahman Shaheen)
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            Lebanese fleeing the Israeli bombardment, sit on the ground after crossing into Syria at the Syrian-Lebanese border crossing in Jdaidet Yabous, Syria, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            Lebanese fleeing the Israeli bombardment, sit on the ground as they arrive at the Syrian-Lebanese border crossing in Jdaidet Yabous, Syria, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            A Syrian boy fleeing the war in Lebanon with his family, arrives at the Syrian-Lebanese border crossing in Jdeidet Yabous, Syria, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            Syrians fleeing the war in Lebanon, arrive at the Syrian-Lebanese border crossing in Jdeidet Yabous, Syria, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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                                        JDEIDET YABOUS, Syria (AP) -- Families fleeing the escalating conflict in Lebanon poured into Syria in growing numbers on Wednesday, waiting for hours in heavy traffic to reach the relative safety of another war-torn country.
U.N. officials estimated that thousands of Lebanese and Syrian families had already made the journey. Those numbers are expected to grow as Israel targets southern and eastern Lebanon in an aerial bombardment that local officials say has killed more than 600 people this week, at least a quarter of them women and children. Israel says it is targeting Hezbollah fighters and weapons.
Lines of buses and cars extended for several kilometers (miles) from the Syria border beginning on Monday, and some families were seen making the journey on foot. Once in Syria, people waited hours more to be processed by overwhelmed border officials, and relief workers handed out food, water, mattresses and blankets.

    


"Many will have to spend the night outdoors waiting their turn," Rula Amin, a spokesperson for the U.N.'s refugee agency, said in a statement.
Amin said some of the people arriving from Lebanon had visible injuries suffered from recent attacks.




The cross-border flow was a striking reversal in fortunes given that Lebanon is still hosting more than one million Syrian refugees who fled the war in their country that began in 2011. That's when an initially peaceful anti-government uprising was met by a brutal government crackdown and spiraled into an ongoing civil war.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In the Syrian border town of Jdeidet Yabous, some families sat glumly on the side of the road when Associated Press journalists visited the area. Some used their bags as seats, waiting for taxis, buses or relatives to pick them up. Many said they had spent eight or nine hours in traffic just to get into Syria.
Before crossing the border, crowds packed into a government office to be processed by immigration officers and, in the case of Syrian citizens, to change $100 to Syrian pounds before entering -- a measure imposed in an attempt to prop up the local currency by bringing more dollars into the country. Due to the sudden spike in demand, the supply of Syrian pounds at the border ran short.

    


Some were returning refugees, like Emad al-Salim, who had fled Aleppo in 2014. He was living in the southern coastal city of Tyre when Monday's bombardment began. He gathered his wife and six children and fled again.
"There were houses destroyed in front of me as we were coming out," he said. "It took us three days to get here."
Nada Hamid al-Lajji returned with her family after seven years in Lebanon with her husband. They are from eastern Syria, but al-Lajji said she doesn't know if they will return there.
"Where am I going to go?" she said. "I don't even have a house anymore. I don't know where I will go."
Many Lebanese families were also fleeing. Mahmoud Ahmad Tawbeh from the village of Arnoun in the country's south had come with an extended family of 35 people, planning to stay in a rented house in a Damascus suburb.

    


"We left with difficulty, there were a lot of bombs dropping above our heads," he said. Five or six houses in the village were destroyed and several neighbors were killed, he said.
For many in Lebanon, particularly those living in the Bekaa Valley in the east, Syria appeared to be the quickest route to safety. Israeli strikes across the country this week have wounded more than 2,000.
Many of the Lebanese arriving at the border refused to speak to journalists or would not give their full names because of the sensitivity of the situation. One woman from the town of Harouf in southern Lebanon, who gave her family name, Matouk, said she had come with her brother's wife, who is Syrian, to stay with in-laws.
Several families near where they lived were killed, she said, and she was worried about her father and siblings who she had left behind.
While the war in Syria is ongoing, active fighting has long been frozen in much of the country. Lebanese citizens, who can cross the border without a visa, regularly visit Damascus. And renting an apartment is significantly cheaper in Syria than in Lebanon. Even before the latest escalation, some Lebanese had rented in Syria as a Plan B in case they needed to flee.

    


Apart from those who fled the war, many Syrians come to Lebanon for work or family reasons, and regularly cross the border.
However, many of those who came as refugees have been reluctant to return out of fear they could be arrested for real or perceived ties to the opposition to Syrian President Bashar Assad or forcibly conscripted to the army. If they leave Lebanon they could also lose their refugee status.
Earlier this week, Assad issued an amnesty for crimes committed before Sept. 22, including those who dodged compulsory military service. 

He had issued similar amnesties over the past years, but they largely failed to convince refugees to return, as have efforts by Lebanese authorities to organize "voluntary return" trips.
___
Sewell reported from Beirut.
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Fluoride in drinking water poses enough risk to merit new EPA action, judge says
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                    FILE - A student drinks from a water fountain at an elementary school in California on Sept. 20, 2023. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A federal judge has ordered the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to further regulate fluoride in drinking water because high levels could pose a risk to the intellectual development of children.
U.S. District Judge Edward Chen cautioned that it's not certain that the amount of fluoride typically added to water is causing lower IQ in kids, but he concluded that mounting research points to an unreasonable risk that it could be. He ordered the EPA to take steps to lower that risk, but didn't say what those measures should be.
It's the first time a federal judge has made a determination about the neurodevelopmental risks to children of the recommended U.S. water fluoride level, said Ashley Malin, a University of Florida researcher who has studied the effect of higher fluoride levels in pregnant women. 
She called it "the most historic ruling in the U.S. fluoridation debate that we've ever seen."

    


The judge's ruling is another striking dissent to a practice that has been hailed as one of the greatest public health achievements of the last century. Fluoride strengthens teeth and reduces cavities by replacing minerals lost during normal wear and tear, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 




Last month, a federal agency determined "with moderate confidence" that there is a link between higher levels of fluoride exposure and lower IQ in kids. The National Toxicology Program based its conclusion on studies involving fluoride levels at about twice the recommended limit for drinking water.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The EPA -- a defendant in the lawsuit -- argued that it wasn't clear what impact fluoride exposure might have at lower levels. But the agency is required to make sure there is a margin between the hazard level and exposure level. And "if there is an insufficient margin, then the chemical poses a risk," Chen wrote in his 80-page ruling Tuesday.

    


"Simply put, the risk to health at exposure levels in United States drinking water is sufficiently high to trigger regulatory response by the EPA" under federal law, he wrote.
An EPA spokesperson, Jeff Landis, said the agency was reviewing the decision but offered no further comment.
In 1950, federal officials endorsed water fluoridation to prevent tooth decay, and they continued to promote it even after fluoride toothpaste brands hit the market several years later. 
Fluoride can come from a number of sources, but drinking water is the main source for Americans, researchers say. Nearly two-thirds of the U.S. population currently gets fluoridated drinking water, according to CDC data. 
Since 2015, federal health officials have recommended a fluoridation level of 0.7 milligrams per liter of water. For five decades before that, the recommended upper range was 1.2. The World Health Organization has set a safe limit for fluoride in drinking water of 1.5.
Separately, the EPA has a longstanding requirement that water systems cannot have more than 4 milligrams of fluoride per liter of water. That standard is designed to prevent skeletal fluorosis, a potentially crippling disorder which causes weaker bones, stiffness and pain.

    


But in the last two decades, studies have suggested a different problem: a link between fluoride and brain development. Researchers wondered about the impact on developing fetuses and very young children who might ingest water with baby formula. Studies in animals showed fluoride could impact neurochemistry cell function in brain regions responsible for learning, memory, executive function and behavior.
The court case, argued in U.S. District Court in San Francisco, started in 2017. The lead plaintiff was Food & Water Watch, a not-for-profit environmental advocacy organization. Chen paused the proceedings in 2020 to await the results of the National Toxicology Program report, but he heard lawyers' arguments about the case earlier this year.
"In our view, the only effective way to eliminate the risk from adding fluoride chemicals to water is to stop adding them," said Michael Connett, the plaintiffs' lead attorney, in an email Wednesday.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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The Secret Service is investigating a report that an agent groped a Harris staff member
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                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives on Air Force Two Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, to campaign in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                        PITTSBURGH (AP) -- A U.S. Secret Service agent has been accused of groping and sexually harassing a member of Vice President Kamala Harris' official staff during a trip last week, according to three people familiar with the matter. 
The Secret Service office of professional responsibility is investigating a misconduct allegation involving an employee, according to the law enforcement agency that is tasked with protecting the president, vice president, candidates and some members of Congress. "The Secret Service holds its personnel to the highest standards," according to the statement released Wednesday. 
Harris' office said in a statement that "we have zero tolerance for sexual misconduct," and that the office takes "safety of staff seriously." 
The agent was on a trip with Harris staff members last week in Wisconsin to scout possible locations for a visit from the Democratic presidential nominee when the group went out for dinner and drinks. The agent, who appeared to be drunk, is accused of groping the woman in the presence of others after they went back to the hotel, according to the people who spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity to talk about an ongoing investigation. 

    


The employee was taken off his detail and placed on administrative leave pending the results of the investigation, the Secret Service said. 




The news comes as the agency is facing a mountain of criticism over two attempted assassinations of Republican nominee Donald Trump. On July 13, Trump suffered a graze wound to his ear when a shooter targeted him at a rally in Butler, Pennsylvania. A second failed assassination attempt was made on Sept. 16 at Trump's golf club in West Palm Beach, Florida. 


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A scathing bipartisan congressional report out Wednesday on the first attempted assassination found that there was no clear chain of command among the Secret Service and other security agencies and no plan for coverage of the building where the shooter positioned himself on the roof to fire the shots in Butler. The shooter was killed by the Secret Service. 
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It's time to roll up sleeves for new COVID, flu shots

    It's time to roll up sleeves for new COVID, flu shots
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            Fall means it's time for just about everybody to get up to date on their flu and COVID-19 vaccines. A lot of older adults need protection against another risky winter virus, RSV, too.
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            A pharmacist holds a COVID-19 vaccine at a pharmacy in New York, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)
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            A pharmacist administers a COVID-19 vaccine at a pharmacy in New York, on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)
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            Anh Nguyen prepares to administer a COVID-19 vaccine for Kelly Vazquez at a pharmacy in New York, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)
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            A pharmacist holds a COVID-19 vaccine at a pharmacy in New York, on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Fall means it's time for just about everybody to get up to date on their flu and COVID-19 vaccines - and a lot of older adults also need protection against another risky winter virus, RSV.
Yes, you can get your flu and COVID-19 shots at the same time. Don't call them boosters -- they're not just another dose of last year's protection. The coronavirus and influenza are escape artists that constantly mutate to evade your body's immune defenses, so both vaccines are reformulated annually to target newer strains.
"Right now is the best time" to get all the recommended fall vaccinations, said Dr. Mandy Cohen, director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, as she got her flu shot Wednesday. She has an appointment for her COVID-19 shot, too. It's "the single most effective thing you can do to protect yourself, your family, your community."

    


While they're not perfect, vaccinations offer strong protection against a bad case of flu or COVID-19 -- or dying from it.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: It's time to roll up sleeves for new COVID, flu shots
    

    
    
    In an AP interview, Dr. Demetre Daskalakis with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says the vaccines won't prevent COVID or flu infections, but they make the illnesses less severe.

    

"It may not prevent every infection but those infections are going to be less severe," said CDC's Dr. Demetre Daskalakis. "I would rather have my grandmother or my great-grandmother have a sniffle than have to go to the emergency room on Thanksgiving."




The challenge: Getting more Americans to roll up their sleeves. Last year, just 45% of adults got a flu vaccination and even fewer, 23%, got a COVID-19 shot. A survey released Wednesday by the National Foundation for Infectious Diseases shows an equally low number intend to this fall. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


And the coronavirus still killed more Americans than flu last year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Maybe we believe that it's not going to be me but let's not take a chance," said Dr. Michael Knight of George Washington University. "Why not get a vaccine that's going to help you reduce that risk?"
Who needs a fall COVID-19 or flu vaccination?
The CDC urges both an updated COVID-19 shot and yearly flu vaccine for everyone ages 6 months and older. If you recently had COVID-19, you can wait two or three months but still should get an updated vaccination because of the expected winter surge.

    


Both viruses can be especially dangerous to certain groups including older people and those with weak immune systems and lung or heart disease. Young children also are more vulnerable. The CDC counted 199 child deaths from flu last year.
Pregnancy also increases the chances of serious COVID-19 or flu - and vaccination guards mom plus ensures the newborn has some protection, too.
What's new about the COVID-19 shots?
Last fall's shots targeted a coronavirus strain that's no longer spreading while this year's are tailored to a new section of the coronavirus family tree. The Pfizer and Moderna shots are formulated against a virus subtype called KP.2 while the Novavax vaccine targets its parent strain, JN.1. Daskalakis said all should offer good cross protection to other subtypes now spreading.
The Pfizer and Moderna mRNA vaccines can be used by adults and children as young as 6 months. The Novavax shot is a more traditional protein vaccine combined with an immune booster, and open to anyone 12 and older.

    


Which flu vaccine to choose?
High-dose shots and one with a special immune booster are designed for people 65 and older, but if they can't find one easily they can choose a regular all-ages flu shot.
For the shot-averse, the nasal spray FluMist is available for ages 2 to 49 at pharmacies and clinics -- although next year it's set to be available for use at home.
All flu vaccinations this year will guard against two Type A flu strains and one Type B strain. Another once-common form of Type B flu quit spreading a few years ago and was removed from the vaccine.
What about that other virus, RSV?
RSV, or respiratory syncytial virus, is a coldlike nuisance for most people but it, too, packs hospitals every winter and can be deadly for children under 5, the elderly and people with certain high-risk health problems.
The CDC recommends an RSV vaccination for everyone 75 and older, and for people 60 to 74 who are at increased risk. This is a one-time shot, not a yearly vaccination - but only 24% of seniors got it last year. It's also recommended late in pregnancy to protect babies born during the fall and winter. 

    


And while "your arm may hurt and you may feel crummy for a day," it's also fine to get the RSV, flu and COVID-19 vaccines at the same time, Daskalakis said.
What will it cost?
The vaccines are supposed to be free under Medicare, Medicaid and most private insurance plans if people use an in-network provider.
About 1.5 million uninsured adults got free COVID-19 vaccinations through a federal program last year but that has ended. Instead, the CDC is providing $62 million to health departments to help improve access -- and states and large cities are starting to roll out their plans.
Call your local health department to ask about options because in many areas, "availability of vaccine at lower or no cost is expected to trickle in over the next couple of weeks," advised Dr. Raynard Washington, who heads the Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, health department.

    


Check the government website, vaccines.gov, for availability at local pharmacies.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/covid19-flu-rsv-vaccines-shots-ad33f4fe23f4c293ab87415b6449d9ad



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-shooting-assassination-attempt-secret-service-1a6d957a9607b350c362b0a4e2a3e1b1



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Ukraine urges world leaders not to seek 'lull' in Russia's war instead of true peace

    Ukraine urges world leaders not to seek 'lull' in Russia's war instead of true peace

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 8 | 
            Ukraine's president is urging global leaders to stand with his country and not seek a lull instead of a "real, just peace." Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy addresses the U.N. General Assembly over two years into Russia's war in his country.


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 8 | 
            Ukrainian President Volodmyr Zelenskyy raised alarm over Russia's potential actions against his country stressing "in Ukraine, we know exactly what we are dealing with." The Ukrainian leader used his address to the annual UN General Assembly Wednesday to highlight fears of a nuclear incident as his country battles Russian aggression.


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 8 | 
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- Ukraine's president urged global leaders Wednesday to stand with his country and not seek "a lull" instead of a "real, just peace" more than two years into Russia's war.
At a time when he faces growing pressure from Western allies and some of his fellow Ukrainians to negotiate a cease-fire, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy told the U.N. General Assembly there's no alternative to the peace formula he presented two years ago. It seeks the expulsion of all Russian forces from Ukraine, accountability for war crimes, release of prisoners of war and deportees, nuclear safety, energy and food security and more.
"Any parallel or alternative attempts to seek peace are, in fact, efforts to achieve a lull instead of an end to the war," Zelenskyy said, urging nations to "put pressure on" Russia. 
"Do not divide the world. Be united nations," he implored. "And that will bring us peace."

    


Russia hasn't yet had its turn to speak at the assembly's annual gathering of presidents, prime ministers, monarchs and other high officials. Low-level Russian diplomats occupied the country's seats in the huge assembly hall during Zelenskyy's speech. 




President Vladimir Putin is not attending this year's high-level meetings at the General Assembly; Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov is expected to give the nation's address instead, on Saturday. 
In Moscow on Wednesday, Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov lambasted remarks that Zelenskyy made the day before, when the Ukrainian president told the U.N. Security Council that Russia needs to " be forced into peace." Dmitry Peskov called that position "a fatal mistake" and "a profound misconception, which, of course, will inevitably have consequences for the Kyiv regime."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The war in Ukraine was center stage the last two times that world leaders convened for the U.N.'s signature annual meeting. But this year, the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza and the escalating developments along the Israeli-Lebanese border have gotten much of the spotlight. 

    


Ukraine and Russia, with one of the world's most potent armies, are locked in a grinding fight along a 1,000-kilometer (600-mile) front line.
The war began when Russia invaded in February 2022, claiming among other explanations that it was safeguarding Russian speakers in Ukraine. 
During the fighting, Russia has gained momentum in Ukraine's east. Ukraine, meanwhile, startled Russia by sending troops across the border in a daring incursion last month. 
Ukrainian officials have rejected a Chinese and Brazilian peace plan, believing it would just buy Moscow time.
"When some propose alternatives, half-hearted settlement plans, so-called sets of principles, it not only ignores the interests and suffering of Ukrainians who are affected by the war the most, it not only ignores reality, but also gives Putin the political space to continue the war," Zelenskyy told the assembly Wednesday. 
To proponents of alternative plans, he chided: "You will not boost your power at Ukraine's expense."

Zelenskyy is expected to present a victory plan this week to U.S. President President Joe Biden. While the plan haven't been released, it's aimed at laying out what Ukraine believes it needs -- fast -- from Western allies to win. 
__
This story corrects one of Zelenskyy's quotes. He said that alternative peace proposals seek "a lull," not "an out," in the war. 
___
See more of AP's coverage of the U.N. General Assembly at https://apnews.com/hub/united-nations
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            Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike on the Mahmoudieh mountain, as seen from Marjayoun town, south Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Flames and smoke rise from an Israeli airstrike on Mahmoudieh mountain, as seen from Marjayoun town, south Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Israeli Iron Dome air defense system fires to intercept rockets that were launched from Lebanon, as seen from Haifa, northern Israel, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            Emergency workers use excavators to clear the rubble at the site of Friday's Israeli strike in Beirut's southern suburbs, Lebanon, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A man watches rescuers sift through the rubble as they search for people still missing at the site of Friday's Israeli strike in Beirut's southern suburbs, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A boy checks the damage to a building hit in an Israeli airstrike in the southern village of Akbieh, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Hezbollah supporters shout slogans during the funeral procession of Hezbollah commander Ibrahim Akil and militant Mahmoud Hamad in Beirut's southern suburb, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Hezbollah supporters carry pictures of Hezbollah commander Ibrahim Akil, during his funeral procession in Beirut's southern suburb, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Hezbollah supporters carry pictures of Hezbollah commander Ibrahim Akil during his funeral procession in Beirut's southern suburb, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Hezbollah supporters carry pictures of Hezbollah commander Ibrahim Akil and Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei during Akil's funeral procession in Beirut's southern suburb, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            People who fled the southern villages amid ongoing Israeli airstrikes Monday, sit in their cars as they are stuck in traffic at a highway that links to Beirut city, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Israeli security and rescue forces work at the site hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon, in Kiryat Bialik, northern Israel, on Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Gil Nechushtan)
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            Israeli security forces examine the site hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon, in Kiryat Bialik, northern Israel, on Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (AP Photo//Ariel Schalit)
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            A man who was injured in the explosion of one of the handheld devices, sits outside the Eye Specialist hospital, in Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Sept. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Lebanese soldiers secure the area near the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburb, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Smoke rises from Israeli airstrikes on villages in the Nabatiyeh district, seen from the southern town of Marjayoun, Lebanon, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike on the Mahmoudieh mountain, as seen from Marjayoun town, south Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike on the Mahmoudieh mountain, as seen from Marjayoun town, south Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Flames and smoke rise from an Israeli airstrike on Mahmoudieh mountain, as seen from Marjayoun town, south Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Flames and smoke rise from an Israeli airstrike on Mahmoudieh mountain, as seen from Marjayoun town, south Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 16 | 
            Israeli Iron Dome air defense system fires to intercept rockets that were launched from Lebanon, as seen from Haifa, northern Israel, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            Emergency workers use excavators to clear the rubble at the site of Friday's Israeli strike in Beirut's southern suburbs, Lebanon, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                    Emergency workers use excavators to clear the rubble at the site of Friday's Israeli strike in Beirut's southern suburbs, Lebanon, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A man watches rescuers sift through the rubble as they search for people still missing at the site of Friday's Israeli strike in Beirut's southern suburbs, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                    A man watches rescuers sift through the rubble as they search for people still missing at the site of Friday's Israeli strike in Beirut's southern suburbs, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A boy checks the damage to a building hit in an Israeli airstrike in the southern village of Akbieh, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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                                    A boy checks the damage to a building hit in an Israeli airstrike in the southern village of Akbieh, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Hezbollah supporters shout slogans during the funeral procession of Hezbollah commander Ibrahim Akil and militant Mahmoud Hamad in Beirut's southern suburb, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Hezbollah supporters carry pictures of Hezbollah commander Ibrahim Akil, during his funeral procession in Beirut's southern suburb, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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                                    Hezbollah supporters carry pictures of Hezbollah commander Ibrahim Akil, during his funeral procession in Beirut's southern suburb, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Hezbollah supporters carry pictures of Hezbollah commander Ibrahim Akil during his funeral procession in Beirut's southern suburb, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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                                    Hezbollah supporters carry pictures of Hezbollah commander Ibrahim Akil during his funeral procession in Beirut's southern suburb, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Hezbollah supporters carry pictures of Hezbollah commander Ibrahim Akil and Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei during Akil's funeral procession in Beirut's southern suburb, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            People who fled the southern villages amid ongoing Israeli airstrikes Monday, sit in their cars as they are stuck in traffic at a highway that links to Beirut city, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 16

                                    
                                    People who fled the southern villages amid ongoing Israeli airstrikes Monday, sit in their cars as they are stuck in traffic at a highway that links to Beirut city, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 16 | 
            Israeli security and rescue forces work at the site hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon, in Kiryat Bialik, northern Israel, on Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Gil Nechushtan)
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            Israeli security forces examine the site hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon, in Kiryat Bialik, northern Israel, on Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (AP Photo//Ariel Schalit)
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            A man who was injured in the explosion of one of the handheld devices, sits outside the Eye Specialist hospital, in Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Sept. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Lebanese soldiers secure the area near the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburb, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Smoke rises from Israeli airstrikes on villages in the Nabatiyeh district, seen from the southern town of Marjayoun, Lebanon, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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    Read the latest updates: Israel intercepts Hezbollah's farthest strike in 11 months of exchanges



    



It has been a devastating week for Hezbollah and the people of Lebanon.

Bombs hidden in the group's pagers and walkie-talkies killed dozens of people and wounded thousands -- many of them Hezbollah members. Israeli strikes on Beirut killed two of Hezbollah's top commanders. And Israel has bombed what it said were 1,600 militant sites across large parts of Lebanon, killing hundreds of people and displacing thousands.

Israel says its objective is to secure its northern border so that tens of thousands of people who fled under Hezbollah fire nearly a year ago can return to their homes. But it's far from clear that its recent operations -- as tactically successful as they were -- will bring that about.

"No one either in or out of the defense establishment has any clue as to how to translate these brilliant operational achievements into political benefit, into a real victory that will stop the war in the north," columnist Nadav Eyal wrote in Israel's Yediot Ahronot newspaper. 

    



"As long as Hezbollah retains any firepower, the northern border will not be able to return to normal," Eyal said.

Hezbollah began firing into Israel the day after Hamas' Oct. 7 attack triggered the war in Gaza. Its stated aim was to pin down Israeli forces in the north to help its ally Hamas, which -- like Hezbollah -- is backed by Iran. The Lebanese militant group has said it would halt the attacks if there is a cease-fire in Gaza, which appears increasingly unlikely.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


Hezbollah's response to the past week's escalation has seemed meager. The hundreds of rockets and drones it has fired into northern Israel -- including areas much farther from the border than it hit previously -- have caused few casualties and only scattered damage. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Early Wednesday, Hezbollah fired a longer-range missile that targeted Tel Aviv for the first time, marking a clear escalation. The Israeli military said it intercepted the projectile, and there were no reports of casualties or damage. 

    



Experts say Hezbollah is holding more such weapons in reserve.
Israeli air power has its limits



Monday's footage of Israeli strikes sending up plumes of dust and smoke seemed grimly familiar.

The American-led invasion of Iraq in 2003, the NATO campaign in Libya in 2011, and the U.S.-led war against the Islamic State group in 2014 all began with massive airstrikes lighting up the sky. In each case, the war dragged on for months or years, and ground forces played a crucial role.

Israel's war against Hamas in Gaza began with nearly three weeks of heavy airstrikes across the territory, followed by a full-scale ground invasion. Nearly a year later, Hamas is still putting up a fight and holding scores of hostages captured in the Oct. 7 attack on Israel.

With Hezbollah, Israel has so far adopted narrower objectives -- not the disarmament or defeat of the Lebanese group, but a new arrangement in which militants retreat from the border and halt their attacks.

But even that may not be possible without a ground invasion.





    



There's also the risk of mission-creep, as America discovered after its wars in Iraq and Afghanistan ground on for years after the toppling of Saddam Hussein and the Taliban. NATO airstrikes initially aimed at preventing a feared massacre in Libya's Benghazi, morphed into a seven-month campaign of regime change from which Libya has yet to fully recover.
Hezbollah likely has capabilities we haven't seen yet 



Israel's Defense Minister Yoav Gallant boasted that Monday's strikes alone had taken out tens of thousands of Hezbollah's rockets and missiles.

"This is the most difficult week for Hezbollah since its establishment," he added. "A blow has been dealt to the chain of command, to the terrorists themselves on different levels, to their shooting capabilities and to their morale."

The Israeli strikes on Monday and Tuesday killed at least 560 people, including some 150 women and children, according to Lebanese authorities. Hezbollah has not said how many of its fighters were killed.

Even if Gallant's assessment is correct, Hezbollah still has considerable resources.

    



"The rocket unit is still active, Hezbollah has absorbed the initial shock, and the battle has only begun," said Qassim Qassir, a former Hezbollah member who wrote a book about the group. "Hezbollah has only used a small part of its capabilities."

The militant group was established with the help of Iran following Israel's 1982 invasion and occupation of Lebanon, and it seeks Israel's destruction. It has survived countless battles with Israeli forces, replaced several slain commanders over the years and rearmed after a monthlong war in 2006.

Hezbollah claims to have some 100,000 fighters. Before the latest hostilities, it was believed to have some 150,000 rockets and missiles, including long-range projectiles capable of hitting anywhere inside Israel, and some precision-guided missiles. 

Its more sophisticated weapons are likely being held in reserve as it seeks to avoid triggering an all-out war. 

Sarit Zehavi, a former Israeli military intelligence analyst and founder of the Alma Research and Education Center, a think tank focused on the northern border, said Hezbollah has concealed its weapons in different parts of the country, including in areas close to Beirut where it has a strong presence. 

    





"Hezbollah was building redundancy, so they spread their munitions and infrastructure all over, and that's why that many targets are being attacked, because it's everywhere," she said.

Hezbollah is far more advanced militarily than Hamas. Hezbollah also has a far larger area in which to operate, extensive supply lines linking it more directly to Iran, and networks of tunnels potentially even more extensive than those in Gaza.

In the event of a ground invasion, Hezbollah fighters could be joined by thousands from fellow Iran-backed groups from Iraq, Yemen and elsewhere in the region.
Neither side has good options



Israel says it has no immediate plans for a ground invasion but is prepared for one, and has sent thousands of battle-hardened forces from Gaza to the northern border. If the air campaign fails to bring Hezbollah to heel, Israeli leaders will be tempted to send them in.

Even if the goal is only to carve out a buffer zone to better secure the north, the risks are great.

Most Israelis are insulated from the air war by distance and Israel's missile defense systems, but a ground invasion would mean more casualties and protracted fighting for soldiers and reservists already weary from a year of war in Gaza. 

Hezbollah waged an 18-year-long insurgency against Israel the last time it occupied Lebanon, eventually forcing it to withdraw, and another prolonged occupation could be similarly costly.

Israel has already faced international outrage over the war in Gaza, including ongoing investigations by top world courts, and risks even greater isolation if it launches a similar campaign in Lebanon.

Hezbollah also has few good options.

Halting its rocket fire on the north in the face of Israeli pressure would likely be seen by its supporters -- and its patron Iran -- as a humiliating capitulation and an abandonment of the Palestinians.

Escalating its attacks, either by launching more sophisticated rockets or targeting major cities like Tel Aviv, could bring an even more crushing Israeli response or an all-out war that devastates Lebanon -- with Hezbollah at risk of being blamed.

Hezbollah's leader Hassan Nasrallah already faces criticism from many Lebanese who accuse him of tying their country's fate to Iran and inviting war at a time of financial ruin.


That leaves it stuck with the status quo, in which Israel carries out increasingly heavy strikes while Hezbollah makes do with a relatively restrained response. 

For Hezbollah, and the Lebanese people, that might make the coming weeks even worse.

___

Associated Press reporters Melanie Lidman in Tel Aviv, Israel, and Bassem Mroue in Beirut contributed to this report.
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            This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows actors Lady Gaga, left, and Joaquin Phoenix, center, on the set with filmmaker Todd Phillips during the filming of "Joker: Folie a Deux." (Niko Tavernise/Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Joaquin Phoenix, left, and Lady Gaga in a scene from "Joker: Folie a Deux." (Niko Tavernise/Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)
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            FILE - Lady Gaga, from left, director Todd Phillips, and Joaquin Phoenix pose for photographers at the photo call for the film "Joker: Folie A Deux" during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP, File)
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            This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Joaquin Phoenix, left, and Lady Gaga in a scene from "Joker: Folie a Deux." (Niko Tavernise/Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Joaquin Phoenix, foreground center, and Brendan Gleeson, background center, in a scene from "Joker: Folie a Deux." (Niko Tavernise/Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)
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            FILE - Lady Gaga appears at the photo call for the film "Joker: Folie A Deux" during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Joaquin Phoenix appears at the photo call for the film "Joker: Folie A Deux" during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Director Todd Phillips appears at the photo call for the film "Joker: Folie A Deux" during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP, File)
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            This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows promotional art for "Joker: Folie a Deux." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)
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            Lady Gaga, from left, and Joaquin Phoenix pose for photographers at the photo call for the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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            Director Todd Phillips, left, and Lady Gaga pose for photographers at the photo call for the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' at the hotel Cipriani during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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Trump tells women he 'will be your protector' as GOP struggles with outreach to female voters
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                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump makes a boxing gesture as he talks women's Olympic boxing during campaign rally at Ed Fry Arena in Indiana, Pa., Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Droke)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            JILL COLVIN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        INDIANA, Pa. (AP) -- From former President Donald Trump to Ohio Senate candidate Bernie Moreno, male Republican candidates are struggling to speak to female voters, using language criticized as tone-deaf and patronizing as they try to win support from women and speak to issues important to them.
On Monday night, Trump cast himself as a "protector" of women, saying in battleground Pennsylvania that he will save them from fear and loneliness and they will no longer have to think about abortion.
"You will no longer be abandoned, lonely or scared. You will no longer be in danger. ... You will no longer have anxiety from all of the problems our country has today," Trump said. "You will be protected, and I will be your protector."
At a town hall event on Friday, Moreno bemoaned the fact that abortion has become the deciding issue for many suburban women, calling the notion "a little crazy, by the way, but especially for women that are like past 50. I'm thinking to myself, 'I don't really think that's an issue for you.'"

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Trump tells women he 'will be your protector' as GOP struggles with outreach to female voters
    

    
    
    At a rally in Indiana, Pennsylvania on Sep. 23, 2024, former President Donald Trump casts himself as a protector of women.

    


    


Former Republican presidential candidate Nikki Haley responded with exasperation to Moreno in a social media post. "Are you trying to lose the election?" she asked. "Asking for a friend. #Tonedeaf #DonLemonVibes." The latter was a reference to former CNN anchor Don Lemon's suggestion during the 2023 campaign that Haley, at 51, was "past her prime."




The comments underscore the GOP's challenges in appealing to women, especially when it comes to the issue of abortion. The problem has become amplified since Vice President Kamala Harris replaced President Joe Biden at the top of the Democratic ticket.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Women have emerged as a core weakness for Trump's campaign, and he is viewed less favorably by women than men. A September AP-NORC poll found more than half of registered voters who are women have a somewhat or very favorable view of Harris, while only about one-third have a favorable view of Trump.

    


The gender gap -- the difference between the share of men and women who say they're supporting each candidate -- has been in the double digits for Trump and Harris in several recent polls. That split has been attributed, in part, to Trump's role in appointing the Supreme Court justices who overturned the constitutional right to an abortion -- a ruling he continues to celebrate at his events.
"Women will be healthy, happy, confident and free. You will no longer be thinking about abortion," Trump said Monday, insisting the issue "no longer pertains," even as women living in Republican-led states grapple with a wave of new restrictions that have left emergency rooms refusing to treat pregnant women and been linked by ProPublica to at least two preventable deaths.
Instead of helping Trump expand his appeal with women, such language is likely to turn them off, argued Debbie Walsh, the director of the Center for American Women and Politics at the Eagleton Institute of Politics at Rutgers University.
"This notion that women need to be protected, that women are somehow weak or vulnerable -- this sort of protectionist, patronizing tone ... I think for a lot of women will just add to that sense of he doesn't understand their lives, that he doesn't understand where they are on a whole host of issues," she said.

    


Many women, she noted, believe that overturning Roe v. Wade has "put their lives at risk." 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Trump's pledge to protect women is also complicated by his long history of personal attacks against women as well as a jury's finding last year that he sexually abused a magazine columnist decades earlier in a department store dressing room. Trump has denied the allegations, along with multiple others that have emerged over the years.
"This kind of language is just more evidence that Donald Trump is out of touch with American women," said Jennifer Lawless, chair of the politics department at the University of Virginia. "Not only is the sentiment paternalistic, but the fact that he uttered these words while simultaneously berating women for caring about reproductive rights is stunning."

    


Trump's campaign dismissed the criticism as coming from partisan voices and said Trump's comments reflected his voters' top issues.
"President Trump is responding directly to the concerns that he hears and our campaign hears from women across the country everyday, their fear, the very real fear that women have about being assaulted or potentially raped by criminals or illegal immigrants who have been allowed in this country," said Trump campaign spokesperson Karoline Leavitt.
Harris' campaign said Trump's latest comments showed he was trying to tell women "what to think and what we care about."
"Women know better -- and we will not be silenced, dismissed, ignored or treated like we're stupid," spokesperson Sarafina Chitika said in a statement.
Moreno spokesperson Reagan McCarthy, meanwhile, said the Senate candidate's comment was made in jest.

    


"Bernie's view is that women voters care just as much about the economy, rising prices, crime, and our open southern border as male voters do, and it's disgusting that Democrats and their friends in the left-wing media constantly treat all women as if they're automatically single-issue voters on abortion who don't have other concerns that they vote on," she said in a written statement.
Trump's campaign has been spending much of its energy focused on appealing to and turning out men -- especially younger men who don't consistently vote in elections. That effort has included appearances on popular podcasts and at major sporting events like Ultimate Fighting Championship fights that have sometimes given the campaign a frat-like feel.
But campaign officials have long insisted that they have been working to appeal to women, too. They believe Trump's focus on the border and crime -- with dark threats of neighborhoods being overrun by dangerous migrants and out-of-control crime putting families at risk -- resonates especially well with women, as does his focus on the economy and his pledge to lower prices.
At Monday night's rally, Trump talked about women being worse off now than they were when he was in office. He vowed to "fix all of that and fast."
"I will protect women at a level never seen before. They will finally be healthy, hopeful, safe and secure. Their lives will be happy, beautiful and great again. And it's my honor to do so," he said.
Even some of Trump's supporters seemed to raise an eyebrow.
"He's what I call an old-style male," said Louella Ondo, 69, who lives in nearby Home, Pennsylvania, defining that as the kind who believes "that women are inferior to them and that they need to be the boss." She said she'd encountered many such male egos while working in health care alongside surgeons for 40 years.
Ondo, who's been a longtime supporter since Trump's days on "The Apprentice," said that attitude bothered her during his first run. But now, she said, it's clear the country needs "someone that is willing to do the job, not someone to sweet talk you."
"Would I want him to be my best friend? I'm not sure I would, you know? Because my thoughts and how he presents is different. But he can do the job and get us turned around. And that's what we need."
Others liked what they heard.
Mary Ann Williams, 63, a retired school teacher who lives in Newtown, said she feels less safe now than she did when Trump was in office and is looking for him to turn things around.

"I feel that what he's really saying, the bottom line, is that by following his policies -- like closing the border, stopping the immigrants that are criminals, drugs dealers -- in that way, women, children, everybody's safe, we're all safer," she said.
___
Associated Press writer Amelia Thomson DeVeaux in Washington contributed to this report.
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            This combination of Friday, Aug. 9, 2024 photos shows, top row from left, a Venezuelan migrant family arriving in El Paso, Texas; an aerial view of the Rio Grande and Shelby Park in Eagle Pass, Texas; bottom row from left, a Customs and Border Protection officer and K-9 German Shepherd inspecting trucks at the Port of Laredo in Texas; Andres Garcia, Border Patrol agent and Public Affairs officer, on the south side of the border wall near Mission, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, Andres Leighton; Veronica Gabriela Cardenas, Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            The border wall of El Paso, Texas, is seen from Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, early Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 36 | 
            Texas Army National Guard members talk while patrolling behind razor wire on the banks of the Rio Grande in El Paso, Texas, seen from Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, late Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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            4 of 36 | 
            Cuban migrants Yenny Leyva Bornot, center, her husband, Jose Enrique Cespedes, right, and son, John Angel Cespedes, stand together in the El Paso International Airport in El Paso, Texas, early Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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            5 of 36 | 
            Ceci Herrera, a retired social worker and Border Servant Corps volunteer who helps migrant families navigate the airport, shows the organization's recent statistics at El Paso International Airport in El Paso, Texas, early Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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            A Venezuelan migrant family arrives to El Paso International Airport to take a flight to their final destination in El Paso, Texas, during the early hours of Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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            An abandoned baby sandal lies on the banks of the Rio Grande in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico with the razor wire and border wall of El Paso, Texas, in the background, late Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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            8 of 36 | 
            Andres Garcia, left, and Christina Smallwood, Border Patrol agents and Public Affairs officers, look for migrants underneath the vehicular McAllen-Hidalgo International Bridge in Hidalgo, Texas, early Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Veronica Gabriela Cardenas/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            9 of 36 | 
            Andres Garcia, Border Patrol agent and Public Affairs officer, stands for a portrait on the south side of the border wall near Mission, Texas, early Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Veronica Gabriela Cardenas/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            The border wall is seen near Mission, Texas, early Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Veronica Gabriela Cardenas/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            11 of 36 | 
            Christina Smallwood, foreground, and Andres Garcia, Border Patrol agents and Public Affairs officers look for migrants underneath the vehicular McAllen-Hidalgo International Bridge in Hidalgo, Texas, early Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Veronica Gabriela Cardenas/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            A private border wall that extends nearly three miles stands in Mission, Texas, on Friday morning, Aug. 9, 2024. (Veronica Gabriela Cardenas/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            Trucks cross into the Port of Laredo in Laredo, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Trucks cross into the Port of Laredo in Laredo, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            15 of 36 | 
            A Customs and Border Protection officer inspects a truck's cargo at the Port of Laredo in Laredo, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            16 of 36 | 
            A Customs and Border Protection officer and a K-9 German Shepherd named Magi inspect trucks at the Port of Laredo in Laredo, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            17 of 36 | 
            Women walk into a store at a flea market located within walking distance from the international bridge in Hidalgo, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Veronica Gabriela Cardenas/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            18 of 36 | 
            Ruben Garcia, founder and director of Annunciation House, a network of migrants shelters, speaks with reporters in El Paso, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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            19 of 36 | 
            Guatemalan migrant Wilson Juarez, 22, helps set tables for lunch at the Pope Francis migrants shelter in El Paso, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. Juarez experienced a brain injury in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, from smoke inhalation during a prison fire the previous year, which impaired his ability to walk and talk and killed dozens of people. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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            20 of 36 | 
            Customs and Border Protection officers process visitors, students and commuters who crossed the pedestrian bridge in Laredo, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            21 of 36 | 
            Customs and Border Protection officers process visitors, students and commuters who crossed the pedestrian bridge in Laredo, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            22 of 36 | 
            George Rodriguez, a 72-year-old lifelong resident of Eagle Pass, sells goods at a flea market near Shelby Park in Eagle Pass, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            23 of 36 | 
            Amber Cardenas, 42, sells clothing at a flea market near Shelby Park in Eagle Pass, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            24 of 36 | 
            Taxi drivers wait near the Gateway to the Americas bridge in Laredo, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            25 of 36 | 
            Florida State Troopers in an airboat patrol the Rio Grande in Eagle Pass, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            26 of 36 | 
            A man swims in the Rio Grande from Piedras Negras, Mexico, across the border from Eagle Pass, Texas, near a 'No Swimming' sign on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            27 of 36 | 
            A member of the Texas Army National Guard patrols the Rio Grande from atop a line of shipping containers in Eagle Pass, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            28 of 36 | 
            Brayan, 8, and his sister, Linda, 3, sit with their mother at a church-run shelter in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, while waiting for Customs and Border Protection approval to cross into El Paso, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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            29 of 36 | 
            Venezuelan migrants Robert Granado, 26, his cousin, Lilibeth Garcia Granado, 32, a doctor, and her daughter, Cataleya Garcia Granado, 1, sit together for a portrait at a bus station in Brownsville, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024, a day after crossing the border with a CBP One appointment. (Veronica Gabriela Cardenas/The Texas Tribune via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            30 of 36 | 
            Guatemalan migrant Gloria Lobos cries while speaking about violence she and her family experienced, during an interview at a church-run shelter in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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            31 of 36 | 
            A golfer approaches the green, surrounded by razor wire, in Eagle Pass, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            32 of 36 | 
            A man wears a cowboy hat to dinner at Chili's Grill and Bar in Eagle Pass, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            33 of 36 | 
            The Rio Grande and Shelby Park in Eagle Pass, Texas, are seen on Friday evening, Aug. 9, 2024. (Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            34 of 36 | 
            FILE - Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and running mate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz visit the Cocina Adamex Mexican restaurant in Phoenix on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)
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            35 of 36 | 
            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump waves after speaking at a campaign rally in Bozeman, Mont., Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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            36 of 36 | 
            The moon is seen behind the border wall in Eagle Pass, Texas, on Friday evening, Aug. 9, 2024. (Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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        One day along the Texas-Mexico border shows that realities shift more rapidly than rhetoric
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            1 of 36 | 
            This combination of Friday, Aug. 9, 2024 photos shows, top row from left, a Venezuelan migrant family arriving in El Paso, Texas; an aerial view of the Rio Grande and Shelby Park in Eagle Pass, Texas; bottom row from left, a Customs and Border Protection officer and K-9 German Shepherd inspecting trucks at the Port of Laredo in Texas; Andres Garcia, Border Patrol agent and Public Affairs officer, on the south side of the border wall near Mission, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, Andres Leighton; Veronica Gabriela Cardenas, Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            2 of 36 | 
            The border wall of El Paso, Texas, is seen from Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, early Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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                                    The border wall of El Paso, Texas, is seen from Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, early Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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            3 of 36 | 
            Texas Army National Guard members talk while patrolling behind razor wire on the banks of the Rio Grande in El Paso, Texas, seen from Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, late Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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            4 of 36 | 
            Cuban migrants Yenny Leyva Bornot, center, her husband, Jose Enrique Cespedes, right, and son, John Angel Cespedes, stand together in the El Paso International Airport in El Paso, Texas, early Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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            5 of 36 | 
            Ceci Herrera, a retired social worker and Border Servant Corps volunteer who helps migrant families navigate the airport, shows the organization's recent statistics at El Paso International Airport in El Paso, Texas, early Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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            6 of 36 | 
            A Venezuelan migrant family arrives to El Paso International Airport to take a flight to their final destination in El Paso, Texas, during the early hours of Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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                                    A Venezuelan migrant family arrives to El Paso International Airport to take a flight to their final destination in El Paso, Texas, during the early hours of Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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            7 of 36 | 
            An abandoned baby sandal lies on the banks of the Rio Grande in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico with the razor wire and border wall of El Paso, Texas, in the background, late Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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            8 of 36 | 
            Andres Garcia, left, and Christina Smallwood, Border Patrol agents and Public Affairs officers, look for migrants underneath the vehicular McAllen-Hidalgo International Bridge in Hidalgo, Texas, early Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Veronica Gabriela Cardenas/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            9 of 36 | 
            Andres Garcia, Border Patrol agent and Public Affairs officer, stands for a portrait on the south side of the border wall near Mission, Texas, early Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Veronica Gabriela Cardenas/The Texas Tribune via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 36

                                    
                                    Andres Garcia, Border Patrol agent and Public Affairs officer, stands for a portrait on the south side of the border wall near Mission, Texas, early Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Veronica Gabriela Cardenas/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            10 of 36 | 
            The border wall is seen near Mission, Texas, early Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Veronica Gabriela Cardenas/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            11 of 36 | 
            Christina Smallwood, foreground, and Andres Garcia, Border Patrol agents and Public Affairs officers look for migrants underneath the vehicular McAllen-Hidalgo International Bridge in Hidalgo, Texas, early Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Veronica Gabriela Cardenas/The Texas Tribune via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 36

                                    
                                    Christina Smallwood, foreground, and Andres Garcia, Border Patrol agents and Public Affairs officers look for migrants underneath the vehicular McAllen-Hidalgo International Bridge in Hidalgo, Texas, early Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Veronica Gabriela Cardenas/The Texas Tribune via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 36 | 
            A private border wall that extends nearly three miles stands in Mission, Texas, on Friday morning, Aug. 9, 2024. (Veronica Gabriela Cardenas/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            13 of 36 | 
            Trucks cross into the Port of Laredo in Laredo, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Trucks cross into the Port of Laredo in Laredo, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            15 of 36 | 
            A Customs and Border Protection officer inspects a truck's cargo at the Port of Laredo in Laredo, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            A Customs and Border Protection officer and a K-9 German Shepherd named Magi inspect trucks at the Port of Laredo in Laredo, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            17 of 36 | 
            Women walk into a store at a flea market located within walking distance from the international bridge in Hidalgo, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Veronica Gabriela Cardenas/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            Ruben Garcia, founder and director of Annunciation House, a network of migrants shelters, speaks with reporters in El Paso, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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            Guatemalan migrant Wilson Juarez, 22, helps set tables for lunch at the Pope Francis migrants shelter in El Paso, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. Juarez experienced a brain injury in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, from smoke inhalation during a prison fire the previous year, which impaired his ability to walk and talk and killed dozens of people. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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            Customs and Border Protection officers process visitors, students and commuters who crossed the pedestrian bridge in Laredo, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Customs and Border Protection officers process visitors, students and commuters who crossed the pedestrian bridge in Laredo, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            George Rodriguez, a 72-year-old lifelong resident of Eagle Pass, sells goods at a flea market near Shelby Park in Eagle Pass, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    22 of 36

                                    
                                    George Rodriguez, a 72-year-old lifelong resident of Eagle Pass, sells goods at a flea market near Shelby Park in Eagle Pass, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            23 of 36 | 
            Amber Cardenas, 42, sells clothing at a flea market near Shelby Park in Eagle Pass, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            Taxi drivers wait near the Gateway to the Americas bridge in Laredo, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Florida State Troopers in an airboat patrol the Rio Grande in Eagle Pass, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    25 of 36

                                    
                                    Florida State Troopers in an airboat patrol the Rio Grande in Eagle Pass, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            26 of 36 | 
            A man swims in the Rio Grande from Piedras Negras, Mexico, across the border from Eagle Pass, Texas, near a 'No Swimming' sign on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            A member of the Texas Army National Guard patrols the Rio Grande from atop a line of shipping containers in Eagle Pass, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            Brayan, 8, and his sister, Linda, 3, sit with their mother at a church-run shelter in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, while waiting for Customs and Border Protection approval to cross into El Paso, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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            Venezuelan migrants Robert Granado, 26, his cousin, Lilibeth Garcia Granado, 32, a doctor, and her daughter, Cataleya Garcia Granado, 1, sit together for a portrait at a bus station in Brownsville, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024, a day after crossing the border with a CBP One appointment. (Veronica Gabriela Cardenas/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            Guatemalan migrant Gloria Lobos cries while speaking about violence she and her family experienced, during an interview at a church-run shelter in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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            A golfer approaches the green, surrounded by razor wire, in Eagle Pass, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            A man wears a cowboy hat to dinner at Chili's Grill and Bar in Eagle Pass, Texas, on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            The Rio Grande and Shelby Park in Eagle Pass, Texas, are seen on Friday evening, Aug. 9, 2024. (Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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            FILE - Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and running mate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz visit the Cocina Adamex Mexican restaurant in Phoenix on Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump waves after speaking at a campaign rally in Bozeman, Mont., Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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            The moon is seen behind the border wall in Eagle Pass, Texas, on Friday evening, Aug. 9, 2024. (Jordan Vonderhaar/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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                                        As midnight nears, the lights of El Paso, Texas, and Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, fill the sky on the silent banks of the Rio Grande. A few months ago, hundreds of asylum-seeking families, including crying toddlers, waited for an opening to crawl through razor wire from Juarez into El Paso. 
No one is waiting there now.
Nearly 500 miles away, in the border city of Eagle Pass, large groups of migrants that were once commonplace are rarely seen on the riverbanks these days. 
In McAllen, at the other end of the Texas border, two Border Patrol agents scan fields for five hours without encountering a single migrant.
It's a return to relative calm after an unprecedented surge of immigrants through the southern border in recent years. But no one would know that listening to Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald Trump talking about border enforcement at dueling presidential campaign events. And no one would know from the rate at which Texas is spending on a border crackdown called Operation Lone Star - $11 billion since 2021. 

    


Trump, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott and other elected officials often refer to the country's "open border" with Mexico. Immigration is a top issue in the presidential election, and most American voters say it should be reduced. 




But conditions on the border often shift more rapidly than political rhetoric. Arrests for illegal crossings plummeted nearly 80% from December to July. Summer heat typically reduces migration, but on top of that Mexican authorities sharply increased enforcement within their borders in December. Plus, President Joe Biden introduced major asylum restrictions in June. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Crossings are still high by historical standards and record numbers of forcibly displaced people worldwide -- more than 117 million at the end of last year, according to the U.N. refugee agency -- may make the drop temporary. And some Republican critics say Biden's new and expanded legal pathways to enter the U.S. are "a shell game" to reduce illegal crossings -- along with the chaotic images and headlines they spawn -- while still allowing people in. 

    


The Texas Tribune and The Associated Press spent 24 hours in five cities on Texas' 1,254-mile border with Mexico to compare rhetoric with reality.
11 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 8
On the riverbanks of Ciudad Juarez, there are no migrants in sight, but evidence of previous crossings still litters the ground. Discarded clothes entangled in razor wire. A toothbrush and a Mexico City train-bus pass littering the riverbed.
A van from Mexico's immigration agency is parked nearby, the driver keeping an eye on the river. It is a reminder of intensified Mexican enforcement that followed a plea for help by senior U.S. officials in late December.
On the opposite bank in El Paso, Texas National Guard members in unmarked pickup trucks and Texas Department of Public Safety troopers are watching the river too. "You can't be in this area," a rifle-toting American soldier shouts in Spanish to journalists across the river.
In the preceding week, the Border Patrol was processing and releasing an average of fewer than 200 migrants a day in El Paso, down from a daily average of nearly 1,000 in December and nearly 1,500 in December 2022. Migrants are no longer sleeping overnight in large numbers on downtown streets, once a common occurrence.

    


At El Paso International Airport, a shuttle van unloads dozens of migrants at 3:30 a.m. The terminal is quiet but, not long ago, hundreds of migrants slept there nightly, including many who missed their flights because it was their first time flying, and short-staffed airlines were unprepared to answer their questions. 
Border Servant Corps, a nonprofit group from nearby Las Cruces, New Mexico, says it has helped more than 130,000 migrants with more than $18 million in shelter and travel support to their final destinations in the U.S. Nearly one of four migrants are from Venezuela, followed by Colombia and Cuba. The leading destinations are cities in Florida, Texas, New York and Illinois.
Ceci Herrera, a retired social worker and Border Servant Corps staffer who helps migrant families navigate the airport, says she knows what it's like to lack a sense of belonging. 

    


"In immigration, it's important to say you belong to a country instead of feeling like you're neither from there nor over there," she says at the airport after helping migrant families get their boarding passes.
Many migrants are released with notices to appear in immigration court, where they can request asylum. They can apply for work permits in six months while their cases take years to decide in bottlenecked courts.
Additionally, more than 765,000 have legally entered from January 2023 to July through an online appointment system called CBP One, which allows them to stay for two years with work authorization. The federal government offers 1,450 appointments a day across the southern border, including about 400 in Brownsville, about 200 each in El Paso and Hidalgo, near McAllen, and smaller numbers in Eagle Pass and Laredo.

    


At the airport, 39-year-old Yenny Leyva Bornot, who fled Cuba with her husband and their 14-year-old son, was still absorbing the fact that they had gotten one of the treasured appointments and made it to the U.S. "We are in a country of freedom," she said. 
The family flew to Nicaragua in November then traveled over land to Mexico, the only country from which migrants can apply online for appointments. They got one in El Paso after seven months of trying, relying on an uncle in Germany, an aunt in Spain and a brother-in-law in Sarasota, Florida, to help cover their expenses. 
Now their flight to Florida is delayed.
"What's two more hours after seven months?" Leyva Bornot said. "This is the dream for most Cubans: Come to the United States to work and help your family back home."
5 a.m. Friday, Aug. 9
Hundreds of miles away near McAllen, Border Patrol agents Christina Smallwood and Andres Garcia leave their station two hours before sunrise. They drive along a levee road near where a towering border wall built during the Trump administration is lit up like a baseball stadium. After years of wall building, the Texas-Mexico border still has only about 175 miles of barriers, covering less than 15% of its length. 
The agents peer through overgrown stands of carrizo, searching for makeshift rafts and ladders that are abandoned there by people who make it across the river.
The area near the Hidalgo bridge is a known hotspot for border crossers seeking to elude capture, as opposed to the asylum-seekers who quickly surrender to agents, because it is near a heavily-traveled road. They can easily hop into a car and get lost in the traffic.
It's quiet now. The agents don't see a single migrant in nearly five hours.
"Compared with numbers over the last decade, it's insane the difference right now," Garcia said.
10 a.m. Friday
Roughly 150 miles upriver in Laredo, the sound of rumbling motors from tractor-trailers and the smell of diesel and exhaust fill the warm air as vehicles line up on the World Trade Bridge -- one of four international bridges in the city.
"It starts getting busy for us, 10 o'clock, 10 or 11. And it'll be pretty constant up until about four or five in the afternoon," said Alberto Flores, director of the Laredo port of entry.
On the Mexican side of the border, what appear to be tiny white boxes stretch toward the horizon. They are tractor-trailers, filled with goods from warehouses in Nuevo Laredo.
Laredo is by far the busiest entry point for cargo in the United States, funneling more than twice as many tractor-trailers as second-place Detroit over the last year. 
About 8,000 tractor-trailers filled with goods from flowers to lettuce to car parts pass each day through 19 lanes at World Trade Bridge, northwest of downtown Laredo. It is a straight shot on Interstate 35 to San Antonio and Dallas.
At a booth for prescreened truckers, a Customs and Border Protection officer opens a sliding window and takes a sheet of paper from the driver. The computer brings up a manifest that says the truck carries 20 pallets of a solution used for dialysis.
"We're verifying everything is basically accurate. And if it's accurate and there's no anomalies, anything in the system, then he's good to go," the officer says.
The next vehicle is a tractor-trailer cab, likely going to pick up an empty container on the U.S. side and bring it back to Mexico. The officer tries to limit each inspection to 45 seconds.
Flores wants to "make sure that cargo is constantly flowing" - a challenge when illegal crossings are unusually high. In December, cargo crossings temporarily closed in Eagle Pass and El Paso - as well as a crossing in Lukeville, Arizona - as officers were diverted from ports of entry to deal with the surge in migrants arriving at the border. Local businesses said the closures sent business plummeting, and a related five-day closure of two border rail crossings cost industries $200 million per day, according to Union Pacific. 
Flores visits a small mobile home inside the bridge's inspection area to congratulate an employee who searches images on a large X-ray machine known as a Multi-Energy Portal. The officer was inspecting a shipment of flowers when he spotted something unusual. It turned out to be more than 700 pounds of methamphetamine.
The rectangular machine produces detailed, black-and-white scans of tractor-trailers and their cargo that look like charcoal drawings. CBP will have four more such machines by October for use on most commercial traffic.
"Can I have the day off?" the officer asks Flores. The room full of CBP officers erupts in laughter. 
"I'll get back to you," Flores says. 
The recent decrease in migrant apprehensions has not slowed the flow of drugs across the border. Mexican cartels are at the heart of what the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration calls a crisis of deadly synthetic drugs, with chemicals originating in China being mixed in Mexico and taken across the U.S. border, often by U.S. citizens. Federal statistics show that 46% of drug seizures nationally happened at the U.S.-Mexico border in the 2021-23 fiscal years.
The largest seizures of fentanyl, heroin, methamphetamine and cocaine occur at border crossings in Arizona and California, but Flores says methamphetamine and cocaine often come through Laredo. The DEA says a faction of the Sinaloa cartel called "Los Chapitos" favors an El Paso crossing for smuggling narcotics.
The methamphetamine is examined with a small handheld device inside a refrigerated storage facility with loading docks. There were no arrests in the incident, which is under investigation, but the drugs were confiscated, a CBP spokesperson said.
Other trucks called aside for closer inspection include one filled with plastic cups for the popular Texas-based fast food chain Whataburger and another with cans of tuna. A K-9 German Shepherd named Magi inspects one filled with marble tile.
Laredo's other international bridges funnel visitors, students and commuters in cars and on foot, a lifeblood of the local economy here and in other border cities. But Laredo stands out because it has no border wall, a result of opposition from private landowners. And cartel-related violence in Nuevo Laredo has long made it unattractive for migrants to cross.
Monica Ochoa, who waited with her 5-year-old daughter at the historic San Agustin Plaza for her mother to pick them up, says her living arrangements are "very complicated," working as a schoolteacher in Mexico while her daughters, both U.S. citizens, attend school in Laredo. Though she says media depictions of Mexican violence are often overblown, she said safety was one reason she wants her children to live in the U.S.
11:30 a.m. Friday
Webb County Judge Leticia L. Martinez is wrapping up a morning session that started on Zoom with 49 tiny screens. Migrants and their lawyers filled the virtual courtroom as Martinez runs through criminal charges filed against the migrants under Operation Lone Star. The state announced that day that it has made more than 45,000 arrests since the crackdown began in 2021 and filed nearly 40,000 felony charges, often for trespassing on private property.
Some defendants dial in from Latin America with spotty connections that interrupt exchanges, showing up for court even though they have already left the country. Some who have been deported are no-shows, their lawyers saying they couldn't be found. Those who show up are often confused.
One man is lying down as Martinez starts calling names. Another stands in front of lush green trees.
A court interpreter asks one man to remove his baseball cap when his case is called. The man turns the cap backwards, complying only after the interpreter impatiently repeats the command in a raised voice. 
As the judge plows through the list, she dismisses the case of another migrant after a prosecutor acknowledges the state has no evidence to charge him.
"Muchas gracias," a voice says on the other end with a camera just showing the back of a van. 
The judge tells two men who appear on camera in orange jumpsuits from a prison in Edinburg that they will be turned over to federal authorities for deportation. One pleads for an urgent transfer, claiming he's been threatened by violent jail gangs. 
"I'm scared," he says, to no avail. "I want to make it to Mexico to see my kids, my grandkids. They're little."
He went on, "I don't know how to read. I don't know how to write. I just came not knowing what would happen. Please forgive me. I will never again..."
The judge tells the man that he'll likely be removed from the jail and turned over to the federal government the next day.
Before adjourning, the judge hears from the attorney of a man who has apparently been kidnapped. Prosecutor Steven Todd says the case should not be continued because the man is a no-show, but Martinez disagrees.
"Well, he's not absconded. He was kidnapped. Very big difference," the judge says.
12:30 p.m. Friday 
At an El Paso church kitchen, a woman cooks beef with red chile, beans and rice while a 22-year-old Guatemalan man in a wheelchair sets tables. The man said he experienced brain injury from smoke inhalation in a fire last year at a immigrant detention center in Ciudad Juarez that killed 40 people, impairing his ability to walk and talk.
The church is part of a network of migrant shelters called Annunciation House, a group founded in 1978 by Ruben Garcia, a well-known local Catholic humanitarian who has worked with federal immigration officials to house recently arrived migrants. A state judge recently dismissed a lawsuit against Annunciation House by Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton, who accused the group of illegally sheltering migrants and refusing to turn over records. Despite the outcome, the charges sent shockwaves throughout the community of migrant advocates along the border. Using similar allegations, Paxton has pursued others, including Catholic Charities of Rio Grande Valley.
Early that morning, Garcia received his daily text message from a Border Patrol agent: The agency would release 25 people in El Paso that day. Garcia said he could take them.
It is the lowest daily number Garcia has seen in four years. The most the Border Patrol has sent to the shelters was 1,100 in a single day; earlier this year Garcia said they took in 600 one day.
"This February, I will have been doing this for 47 years," he said, sitting on a chair in the church. "My experience tells me this never lasts."
The attorney general's office said in court documents that Annunciation House appears "to be engaged in the business of human smuggling," operating an "illegal stash house" and encouraging immigrants to enter the country illegally because it provides legal orientation. The state sought logs of clients' names, a grant application the shelter has filed with the federal government, materials it has provided to migrants, and a list of all the shelters Garcia operates.
Paxton's office has appealed the case to the Texas Supreme Court. Garcia says some volunteers have decided not to help out of concern they could be prosecuted.
"I would hope that instead, it would galvanize people to say, 'I'm not going to look the other way. I'm going to go and offer myself to work with refugees and to be part of the process of providing what is imminently a humanitarian response,'" he said.
1:30 p.m. Friday
Shelby Park in Eagle Pass is ground zero for Operation Lone Star, Texas' unprecedented challenge to the long-standing principle that immigration policy is the federal government's sole domain. Texas argues that it has a constitutional right to defend against an "invasion" and that the migrant influx has been a drain on public coffers.
Under Lone Star, Texas has bused about 120,000 migrants to cities including New York, Chicago and Denver. State troopers and the Texas National Guard have become a massive presence in towns on the state's border with Mexico, which is about two-thirds the length of the U.S.-Mexico border.
Andrew Mahaleris, a spokesperson for Abbott, defended the governor's immigration enforcement efforts -- including transporting migrants to other cities -- and claimed that illegal crossings have recently dropped because of Operation Lone Star. 
Maheleris said in a statement that until Biden and Harris "step up and do their jobs to secure the border, Texas will continue utilizing every tool and strategy to respond to the Biden-Harris border crisis."
The state has put razor wire in many areas, including a triple-layer barrier in Eagle Pass. The state installed a floating barrier made of buoys and submerged netting near Shelby Park to deter river crossings.
The park, a flat expanse of playing fields and a boat ramp at the end of the downtown business district and next to a golf course, has been closed since Texas seized it from the city in January and made it into a riverfront staging area. U.S. Border Patrol agents are denied entry. Texas authorities did not respond to requests to enter the park on this day.
Eagle Pass, a town of 30,000 people filled with warehouses and aging houses, was for much of 2022 the busiest of the Border Patrol's nine sectors on the Mexican border. Daily arrests for illegal border crossings in the sector averaged 255 in June, down from nearly 2,300 six months earlier.
Shelby Park, once a place where local kids played soccer and the city hosted big events -- and more recently a spot where large groups of migrants crossed the border almost daily -- is now a dusty makeshift military base. Armed soldiers walk atop shipping containers and stand guard at its entrance with long guns. 
Across the street from the park, George Rodriguez, a 72-year-old Eagle Pass native, prepares to beat the afternoon heat and close his stand at a flea market, where he sells pink typing keyboards, a vacuum cleaner and a television mount. He says blocking Border Patrol from part of the border is senseless. 
"Once in a while, the governor and his cronies come over here and make a big deal," Rodriguez said over music crackling on the radio, furniture scraping pavement and clothes hangers pattering in the wind. "It's just a political stunt."
Roughly a mile up the Rio Grande, two workers at the city water treatment plant come across a bag filled with socks. There are no fresh footprints on the sand road. A few months ago, they would have found piles of clothing and garbage that could gum up the pumps. 
3:30 p.m. Friday
Stories of why migrants come have changed little in recent years, often a mix of wanting to improve their lives economically and fear of violence in their home countries. What has changed is the numbers - and perhaps nowhere more than in Rio Grande Valley. 
The Border Patrol's Rio Grande Valley sector, the nation's busiest from 2013 to 2022, saw arrests plunge to an average of 133 a day in June from more than 2,600 in July 2021. Many are released with orders to appear in immigration court, where a backlog of 3.7 million cases means it takes several years to decide asylum claims.
In Brownsville, Jose Castro Lopez, 32, sat inside the main bus station more than four hours before an 8 p.m. ride to Florida. His partner and their children arrived following a two-month journey from Honduras that took him to Mexico City, where he applied for entry on the CBP One app. 
He said construction work in Honduras didn't pay enough to support a family.
"I'm sleep deprived and stressed," he said. "But, thank God, we're fine now. God allowed us the privilege to be here."
Another passenger at the bus station, Lilibeth Garcia, 32, said she graduated in 2016 from medical school in Venezuela, where she studied to be a surgeon, but the country's economic tailspin made it difficult to earn a living wage there. 
Garcia arrived at the station with her year-old daughter and a cousin, Robert Granado, after a two-month journey from the city of Guarico through the Darien Gap, a 60-mile jungle trek that straddles the Colombia-Panama border. Garcia said she felt guilty about putting her daughter, Cataleya, through the dangerous journey but the toddler remained calm and in good spirits, despite a bout with fever.
"I'm happy," Granado said as they waited for a bus to New York City. "The journey is over."
At the other end of the Texas-Mexico border in Ciudad Juarez, a journey that has stretched for five months still isn't over for Gloria Lobos of Guatemala. Lobos said she fled her physically abusive husband and settled in Chiapas in southern Mexico, where she worked on a farm and cleaned rooms at a hotel. In March, as the family walked to a grocery store, she said two men on a motorcycle attempted to kidnap her daughter. 
After she reported the attempt to police, Lobos said the men returned days later with a gun and fired a shot at her daughter -- the bullet missed. She said she raced to the bus station with her children and other relatives. Ciudad Juarez was the first ticket available.
Now she and her daughter live at a local shelter run by a Methodist church led by pastor Juan Fierro Garcia, 65, while they wait for a CBP One appointment. The shelter has 63 migrants who will spend the night, down from 180 recently.
Sitting in a metal chair in the church, she said, "I never imagined God would want us to face this type of violence." 
7 p.m. Friday
In Glendale, Arizona, Kamala Harris -- making her first visit to a border state since becoming the Democratic presidential nominee -- touches on immigration 20 minutes into a 30-minute speech. It's her fourth day of campaigning in swing states with running mate Gov. Tim Walz. She references her work as attorney general of another border state, California, and then repeats a line that Democrats have been espousing for many years.
"We know our immigration system is broken, and we know what it takes to fix it: Comprehensive reform that includes strong border security and an earned pathway to citizenship," she says, sparking applause. 
Harris jabs her Republican rival for the White House, former President Donald Trump, noting that he opposed a bill this year that would have, among other things, imposed asylum limits, added Border Patrol agents and changed asylum procedures to speed up decisions. 
A short time later at a rally in Bozeman, Montana, Trump wastes no time getting to immigration, his signature issue. He uses "border" more than 30 times during his 100-minute speech. 
Harris, he tells the crowd, "wants to allow millions of people to pour into our border through an invasion! ... Four more years of crazy Kamala Harris means 50, probably it means 50 million illegal aliens pouring into our country." (The Border Patrol has made about 7.1 million apprehensions from February 2021 through July 2024 -- often the same person more than once -- while an unknown number have eluded capture.)
Trump, who has promised mass deportations during his campaign, talks for several minutes about "illegal aliens" being sent to the U.S. from other countries' prisons, a claim that lacks evidence. He connects migration with rising crime and speaks of migrants stampeding, overrunning, destroying, ruining, ravaging, preying. 
After 11 p.m., he mentions the border for the last time: "Next year, America's borders will be strong, sealed and secure. Promise."
___

This story is part of a collaboration among The Texas Tribune, a nonprofit newsroom dedicated to promoting civic engagement; FRONTLINE, through the PBS series' Local Journalism Initiative funded by the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation; and The Associated Press. Berenice Garcia, Uriel J. Garcia, Maurer and Serrano are with the Tribune; Lozano and Spagat are with the AP.
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            Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu attends a press conference at the Government Press office in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Abir Sultan/Pool via AP)
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            People protest against Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government and call for the release of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Israeli soldiers drive next to destroyed buildings following Israeli strikes during a ground operation in the Gaza Strip on Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Israeli soldiers take up position next to destroyed buildings following Israeli strikes during a ground operation in the Gaza Strip on Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            People gather at the site of an Israeli airstrike that hit a hangar in the southern town of Jiyeh, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- From the dais of the U.N. General Assembly just a year ago, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu triumphantly hailed a new peace he said would sweep through the Middle East. A year later, as he travels back to that same world stage, that vision is in tatters.
The devastating war in Gaza is about to hit the one-year mark. Israel is on the cusp of a wider regional war with the Iran-backed Lebanese group Hezbollah. And the country finds itself increasingly isolated internationally and led by a polarizing leader whose handling of the conflict has sparked protests both in global capitals and on the streets of his own country.
And it's not just the mushrooming regional conflicts weighing Israel down. Netanyahu will head to New York burdened also by what could be an imminent warrant for his arrest by the International Criminal Court, what would put him in a fellowship of sorts with Russian President Vladimir Putin and former Sudanese leader Omar al-Bashir.

    


"He arrives almost at a point of being persona non grata," said Alon Liel, a former director-general of Israel's Foreign Ministry and outspoken critic of Netanyahu. 




He's known for his UN speeches, but will this year be different?
Netanyahu is set to address the General Assembly on Friday. A gifted orator, he has long viewed speeches from such venerated perches as the optimal way to deliver a message and score political points with Israelis enthralled by his flawless English and fiery delivery. In July, he championed Israel's case for the war in Gaza in front of a joint session of the U.S. Congress, where he received multiple ovations and plaudits even from some critics back home. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"In his view, any such trips to New York, to the grand stage of world affairs, he considers an advantage," said Yossi Shain, a professor of international relations at Georgetown and Tel Aviv University. He said Netanyahu's speeches abroad were often meant to impress audiences at home, and this one was no different. 

    


Netanyahu is known for his showmanship at the United Nations and has repeatedly used the pulpit to try make a case for his ideology and policies. At a speech in 2012, Netanyahu famously brandished a placard with a cartoon bomb to illustrate what he said was Iran's race toward a nuclear weapon. In 2009, he showed up with a copy of the plans for the Nazi death camp Auschwitz-Birkenau, using it to highlight what he said was the former Iranian leader's "antisemitic rants."
Last year, his focus was on what appeared to be a burgeoning normalization with Saudi Arabia that he said showed how a broader Middle East peace was not contingent on resolving the conflict with the Palestinians. He held up his prop, a map of the region, and used the word "peace" 42 times. The map appeared to show Gaza and the West Bank -- territories claimed by the Palestinians for a future state -- as being encompassed by Israel.
But Netanyahu arrives at the United Nations this week at a time when his own diplomatic capital and legitimacy, as well as that of the country he represents, are at a low. Critics say that aside from a moment in the spotlight, it's not clear what Netanyahu will achieve with the visit.

    


"He is a great believer in speechmaking," said Tal Schneider, an Israeli political commentator. "He thinks that if he delivers a speech in English, he can convince people in the justness of his ways," she said, adding that that demonstrated he was "disconnected from reality."
Netanyahu's office did not immediately respond to a request for comment. Miki Zohar, a Cabinet minister who is close to Netanyahu, said the U.N. was a "very important stage" to lay out Israel's position and he hoped the speech would bolster international support.
Some may not want to hear what he has to say
At the U.N., Netanyahu will seek to persuade a world growing increasingly exasperated by Israel's war in Gaza that its aims are righteous. He may try to galvanize the world behind an Israeli war against Hezbollah. And he is likely to lay blame for the region's chaos on Iran, a repeated focus of his speeches at home and abroad. That he is making the trip at all, at a time of escalating violence with Hezbollah, points to how much significance he places on the speech.

    


But Netanyahu's words may fall on deaf ears.
The Israeli leader "actually believes that his U.N. speeches have transformative effects on history. They do not," said Alon Pinkas, a former Israeli consul general in New York. Netanyahu's visit, Pinkas added, comes as Israel is now globally perceived as being "on the precipice of a condemned pariah state" with its leader seen as a "rogue war-monger."
Protests are expected during his visit. New York is home to Columbia University, site of some of the most intense campus demonstrations of recent years this spring -- by students objecting to the bloodshed in Gaza. 
Netanyahu, Israel's longest-serving leader, has been a divisive figure internationally for years, with his hard-line approach to the Palestinians in particular frustrating world leaders. But his handling of the war in Gaza has further stained his global perception.

    


The war was set off by Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, which killed 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and saw 250 people dragged as hostages into Gaza. Many Israelis blame Netanyahu and his policies for allowing Hamas to develop the military capacity for being able to burst through Israel's vaunted defenses and stage the attack. 
The war has killed more than 41,000 Palestinians, according to health officials in Gaza, and has often wiped out multiple members of the same family. It has displaced most of the tiny territory's 2.3 million population, in many cases several times, and set off a humanitarian crisis that has caused widespread hunger and lack of access to basic services. U.S.-led cease-fire efforts have stalled, and at home, Netanyahu has come under criticism for his failure to bring home the roughly 70 hostages still presumed to be alive and the bodies of some 30 others.
In the aftermath of Hamas' unprecedented attack, Israel initially had the backing of its allies to punish the militant group. But the fierceness of the retaliatory assault and the staggering toll it has taken on civilians have soured the international mood against Israel. Over time, the Biden administration has grown increasingly impatient and has slowed some weapons deliveries. Britain said earlier this month it was suspending some arms exports to Israel over the risk that their use could violate international law.

The request by the chief prosecutor of the International Criminal Court for an arrest warrant against Netanyahu will also loom large over the visit and could cast a leader who views himself as an international statesman as a global pariah instead. Liel guessed that very few heads of state will agree to meet him on the sidelines of the assembly and that the visit could turn out to be a bust for Netanyahu.
"There is no doubt that he knows how to deliver a speech," Liel said, adding: "I think the world buys his chatter less and less."
___
See more of AP's coverage of the U.N. General Assembly at https://apnews.com/hub/united-nations
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            Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy addressed the United Nation Security Council on Tuesday, saying the rules of the United Nations charter will work to help the war with Russia.
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            US President Joe Biden has delivered his final address as U.S. president to the U.N. General Assembly.
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            Under tight security, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Sunday visited a Pennsylvania ammunition factory to thank the workers who are producing one of the most critically needed munitions for his country's fight to fend off Russian ground forces.
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            FILE - President Joe Biden meets with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2022, in Washington. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 9 | 
            FILE - Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy attends a joint press conference during the Crimea Platform summit in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)
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            In this image provided by the Office of the Ukrainian Presidency, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, is watched by Rich Hansen, the commander's representative for the Scranton Army Ammunition Plant, while signing military ordnance in Scranton, Pa., Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (Office of the Ukrainian Presidency via AP)
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            In this image provided by the Office of the Ukrainian Presidency, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, listens to Rich Hansen, the commander's representative for the Scranton Army Ammunition Plant, in Scranton, Pa., Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (Office of the Ukrainian Presidency via AP)
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            FILE - Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg wrap up a joint press conference at the NATO summit in Washington, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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            FILE - A member of protocol sets up the NATO and Ukrainian flags prior to a media conference of Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg during a meeting of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Wednesday, Oct. 11, 2023. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)
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        Zelenskyy's victory plan sets Ukraine's terms in a desperate war against Russia
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                                    Under tight security, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Sunday visited a Pennsylvania ammunition factory to thank the workers who are producing one of the most critically needed munitions for his country's fight to fend off Russian ground forces.
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            FILE - President Joe Biden meets with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2022, in Washington. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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            FILE - Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy attends a joint press conference during the Crimea Platform summit in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 9 | 
            In this image provided by the Office of the Ukrainian Presidency, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, is watched by Rich Hansen, the commander's representative for the Scranton Army Ammunition Plant, while signing military ordnance in Scranton, Pa., Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (Office of the Ukrainian Presidency via AP)
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            In this image provided by the Office of the Ukrainian Presidency, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, listens to Rich Hansen, the commander's representative for the Scranton Army Ammunition Plant, in Scranton, Pa., Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (Office of the Ukrainian Presidency via AP)
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                                    In this image provided by the Office of the Ukrainian Presidency, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, listens to Rich Hansen, the commander's representative for the Scranton Army Ammunition Plant, in Scranton, Pa., Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (Office of the Ukrainian Presidency via AP)
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            FILE - Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg wrap up a joint press conference at the NATO summit in Washington, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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            FILE - A member of protocol sets up the NATO and Ukrainian flags prior to a media conference of Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg during a meeting of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Wednesday, Oct. 11, 2023. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- The victory plan that President Volodymyr Zelenskyy will present to the White House this week asks the Biden administration to do something it has not achieved in the two and a half years since Russia invaded Ukraine: act quickly to support Kyiv's campaign.
While Western dawdling has amplified Ukraine's losses, some Ukrainian officials, diplomats and analysts fear Kyiv's aim to have the plan implemented before a new U.S. president takes office in January may be out of reach.
U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Linda Thomas-Greenfield, reportedly briefed on the plan, said it "can work" but many privately question how. 
The specifics of Zelenskyy's blueprint have been kept under wraps until it can be formally presented to President Joe Biden, but contours of the plan have emerged, including the need for fast action on decisions Western allies have been mulling since the full-scale invasion began in 2022.

    


It includes the security guarantee of NATO membership, according to Zelenskyy's chief of staff Andrii Yermak -- a principal demand of Kyiv and Moscow's key point of contention. Western allies, including the U.S., have been skeptical about this option.




Zelenskyy has said he will also seek permission to use long-range weapons to strike deep inside Russian territory, another red line for some of Ukraine's supporters.
"Partners often say, 'We will be with Ukraine until its victory.' Now we clearly show how Ukraine can win and what is needed for this. Very specific things," Zelenskyy told reporters ahead of the trip. "Let's do all this today, while all the officials who want victory for Ukraine are still in official positions."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Meanwhile, outnumbered Ukrainian forces face grinding battles against one of the world's most powerful armies in the east. As Zelenskyy pitches his plan to Biden on Thursday, Ukrainian servicemen will be grappling to hold defensive lines in the key logistics point of Vuhledar in the Donetsk region. For some of them, it is essential that Biden buys into Zelenskyy's plan.

    


"I hope that allies will provide us with what we need," said Kyanin, a soldier fighting in the Donetsk region. "Not 10 or 31 tanks, but a thousand tanks, thousands of weapons and ammunition."
Kyiv sets the terms
The victory plan is Kyiv's response to rising pressure from Western allies and war-weary Ukrainians to negotiate a cease-fire. A deal with Russia would almost certainly be unfavorable for Ukraine, which has lost a fifth of its territory and tens of thousands of lives in the conflict.
Unless, Kyiv calculates, its western partners act quickly. Ukraine's allies have routinely mulled over requests for weapons and capabilities, granting them often after their strategic value is diminished. Under the plan, from October to December, they must dramatically strengthen Kyiv's hand. 
The plan comprises military, political, diplomatic and economic elements. 
A senior U.S. State Department official said the Ukrainians were "testing" certain elements of Zelenskyy's plan with the U.S. and others but had not yet offered details or the entire proposal. Any decision on support for parts or all of the plan will be up to Biden, the official said on the sidelines of the annual U.N. General Assembly in New York.

    


The official, who spoke to reporters on condition of anonymity to discuss private consultations with the Ukrainians, said the military element of the plan deals with what Ukraine thinks it needs in the short term to keep pressure on Russia and hopefully force them to the negotiating table. 
The political element deals with how to assure the Ukrainian people that they will be welcome in Western institutions like the European Union and NATO if they continue to fight with Russia or succeed in getting a negotiated settlement with Russia, the official said. 
Aside from the demand for NATO membership, the plan seeks to bolster Ukraine's defenses, including air defense capabilities, enough to force Moscow to negotiate.
A request to ramp up sanctions to weaken Russia's economy and defense industry is also expected.

    


Zelenskyy has said without elaborating that Kyiv's military incursion into Kursk, in Russia, is part of the victory plan. That offensive, which embarrassed President Vladimir Putin as the Kremlin scrambled to counterattack, has not yielded any strategic gains. But it has shown the Russian public and doubtful Western allies that Russian is not invincible and Kyiv still has offensive capabilities despite being battered on the eastern front.
The cost of inaction 
Zelenskyy has described his proposal as "a bridge to the Peace Summit" that he has proposed for November but that Russia says it will not attend. No international players capable of swaying Moscow agreed to his earlier 10-point peace plan, which calls for the full withdrawal of Russian forces. 
Ukrainian presidential advisors and lawmakers have told The Associated Press that Kyiv will only agree to a cease-fire with Russia if Putin's ability to invade the country again is crippled. Any other arrangement would not benefit Ukraine's future or honor the sacrifices of its people.

    


Ukrainian officials have rejected competing proposals from China and Brazil, believing they would merely pause the war and give Moscow time to consolidate its battered army and defense industry. 
"It will lead to a freezing of the conflict, nothing more: Occupied territories are considered occupied. Sanctions against Russia remain. The intensity of war drops significantly but it continues," said one presidential advisor, who requested anonymity to speak freely. 
He predicted that Moscow would recalibrate and attack again, likely from Mykolaiv and Odesa in the south, "within two, three, four years, or maybe even earlier, depending on the state of Russia. That's the scenario."
Russia's conditions for ending the war are spelled out in a 17-page draft agreement penned in April 2022.
The time element
Prolonging the status quo will only play into Russia's hands in the long-term, analysts said.
"Ukraine will lose more than 1,000 square kilometers (600 miles) by the end of the year," if current conditions continue, said Oleksandr Kovalenko, a military analyst for Information Resistance, a Kyiv-based think tank. "We need to understand that if (allies) don't defend Ukraine, it will make this war last for many more years, and finally, make it possible for us to lose the war," he said.
Time will also allow Russian forces to build up its weapons industry, as it did at a frightening pace in the last year, said Kovalenko. 
"We lack every kind of weapon, and Russia produces their weapons 24 hours a day," Kovalenko said.
Russia has updated its aerial glide bombs, for which Ukraine has no effective countermeasure. They now weigh 3,000 pounds, which is six times bigger than when they were first used in the battle for Bakhmut in 2022, he said.

Soldiers in eastern Ukraine and analysts said long-range Western weapons would be the most effective countermeasure against glide bombs, which have been deployed along the frontline, including in Vuhledar. The mining town's fall would compromise supply lines feeding the southern front and strike a devastating blow to Ukrainian morale.
In his final address to the U.N. General Assembly on Tuesday, Biden urged Ukraine's backers to stand firm.
"We cannot grow weary," he said. "We cannot look away."
___
Associated Press journalists Tony Hicks and Volodymyr Yurchuk in Kyiv and Matthew Lee in New York contributed to this report.
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Israel bombards Hezbollah, killing a top commander, while families flee southern Lebanon

    Israel bombards Hezbollah, killing a top commander, while families flee southern Lebanon

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 22 | 
            Thousands of families from southern Lebanon packed their cars and minivans with suitcases, mattresses, blankets and carpets and jammed the highway heading north to flee the deadliest Israeli bombardment since 2006. (AP Video: Mohammad Zanaty)
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            Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on Tuesday that Israel "will continue to hit Hezbollah" as the Israeli military traded fire with the Lebanese militant group again and the death toll from a massive Israeli bombardment climbed to nearly 560 people
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            Emergency services and locals have started the cleanup process in a southern suburb of Beirut on Tuesday where an Israeli airstrike hit a building. Streets were blocked off as rubble was being removed.
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            A wounded girl lies in a hospital bed in the southern village of Saksakieh, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Lebanese citizens who fled the southern villages amid ongoing Israeli airstrikes Monday, sit on their cars at a highway that links to Beirut city, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Smoke rises from Israeli airstrikes on villages in the Nabatiyeh district, seen from the southern town of Marjayoun, Lebanon, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024.(AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Israeli Iron Dome air defense system fires to intercept rockets that were launched from Lebanon, in northern Israel, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Residents check the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburbs, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 22 | 
            Flames and smoke rise from an Israeli airstrike on the Mahmoudieh mountain, as seen from Marjayoun town, south Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A boy checks the damage to a building hit in an Israeli airstrike in the southern village of Akbieh, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Flame and smoke rise from an Israeli airstrike in the Khiam valley, as seen from Marjayoun town, south Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A wounded boy lies in a hospital bed in the southern village of Saksakieh, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 22 | 
            A wounded girl lies in a hospital bed in the southern village of Saksakieh, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Lebanese citizens who fled on the southern villages amid ongoing Israeli airstrikes Monday, sit on their cars at a highway that links to Beirut city, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Lebanese citizens who fled from the southern villages amid ongoing Israeli airstrikes Monday, sit in a pickup in Beirut, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 22 | 
            Lebanese citizens who fled the southern villages amid ongoing Israeli airstrikes Monday, sit in their cars at a highway that links to Beirut city, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Lebanese citizens who fled on he southern villages amid ongoing Israeli airstrikes Monday, stand on a pickup at a highway that links to Beirut city, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Lebanese citizens who fled the southern villages amid ongoing Israeli airstrikes Monday, sit at a park in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            People react during the funeral procession of their relatives, who were killed in Monday's Israeli airstrikes, in the southern village of Saksakieh, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            20 of 22 | 
            A man reacts as he stands on the rubble of a building hit in an Israeli airstrike in the southern village of Akbieh, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Israelis sit next to a public bomb shelter to stay safe from rockets fired from Lebanon, in Haifa, northern Israel, on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            22 of 22 | 
            Israelis rest in a residential building bomb shelter to stay safe from rockets fired from Lebanon, in Kiryat Haim, northern Israel, on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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        Israel bombards Hezbollah, killing a top commander, while families flee southern Lebanon
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                                    Thousands of families from southern Lebanon packed their cars and minivans with suitcases, mattresses, blankets and carpets and jammed the highway heading north to flee the deadliest Israeli bombardment since 2006. (AP Video: Mohammad Zanaty)
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                                    Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on Tuesday that Israel "will continue to hit Hezbollah" as the Israeli military traded fire with the Lebanese militant group again and the death toll from a massive Israeli bombardment climbed to nearly 560 people


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 22

                                    
                                    Emergency services and locals have started the cleanup process in a southern suburb of Beirut on Tuesday where an Israeli airstrike hit a building. Streets were blocked off as rubble was being removed.
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            A wounded girl lies in a hospital bed in the southern village of Saksakieh, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Lebanese citizens who fled the southern villages amid ongoing Israeli airstrikes Monday, sit on their cars at a highway that links to Beirut city, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Smoke rises from Israeli airstrikes on villages in the Nabatiyeh district, seen from the southern town of Marjayoun, Lebanon, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024.(AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Israeli Iron Dome air defense system fires to intercept rockets that were launched from Lebanon, in northern Israel, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Residents check the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburbs, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Flames and smoke rise from an Israeli airstrike on the Mahmoudieh mountain, as seen from Marjayoun town, south Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A boy checks the damage to a building hit in an Israeli airstrike in the southern village of Akbieh, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Flame and smoke rise from an Israeli airstrike in the Khiam valley, as seen from Marjayoun town, south Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A wounded boy lies in a hospital bed in the southern village of Saksakieh, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A wounded girl lies in a hospital bed in the southern village of Saksakieh, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Lebanese citizens who fled on the southern villages amid ongoing Israeli airstrikes Monday, sit on their cars at a highway that links to Beirut city, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Lebanese citizens who fled from the southern villages amid ongoing Israeli airstrikes Monday, sit in a pickup in Beirut, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                    Lebanese citizens who fled from the southern villages amid ongoing Israeli airstrikes Monday, sit in a pickup in Beirut, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Lebanese citizens who fled the southern villages amid ongoing Israeli airstrikes Monday, sit in their cars at a highway that links to Beirut city, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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                                    Lebanese citizens who fled the southern villages amid ongoing Israeli airstrikes Monday, sit in their cars at a highway that links to Beirut city, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Lebanese citizens who fled on he southern villages amid ongoing Israeli airstrikes Monday, stand on a pickup at a highway that links to Beirut city, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Lebanese citizens who fled the southern villages amid ongoing Israeli airstrikes Monday, sit at a park in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    18 of 22

                                    
                                    Lebanese citizens who fled the southern villages amid ongoing Israeli airstrikes Monday, sit at a park in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            19 of 22 | 
            People react during the funeral procession of their relatives, who were killed in Monday's Israeli airstrikes, in the southern village of Saksakieh, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A man reacts as he stands on the rubble of a building hit in an Israeli airstrike in the southern village of Akbieh, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Israelis sit next to a public bomb shelter to stay safe from rockets fired from Lebanon, in Haifa, northern Israel, on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            Israelis rest in a residential building bomb shelter to stay safe from rockets fired from Lebanon, in Kiryat Haim, northern Israel, on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- Israel killed a top Hezbollah commander Tuesday as part of a two-day bombing campaign that has left more than 560 people dead and prompted thousands in southern Lebanon to seek refuge from the widening conflict.
With the two sides on the brink of all-out war, Hezbollah launched dozens of rockets into Israel, including a longer-range projectile that set off air raid sirens in Tel Aviv and across central Israel. It was the group's farthest strike yet in nearly a year of exchanges. Israel said it intercepted the projectile, and there were no reports of casualties or damage. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Hezbollah said it had fired a ballistic missile at the headquarters of Israel's Mossad intelligence agency, which it said was responsible for the targeted killing of its senior leaders. Israel said it struck the site the missile was launched from in southern Lebanon.

    


Families that fled southern Lebanon flocked to Beirut and the coastal city of Sidon, sleeping in schools turned into shelters, as well as in cars, parks and along the beach. Some sought to leave the country, causing a traffic jam at the border with Syria.




Issa Baydoun fled the village of Shihine when it was bombed and drove to Beirut with his extended family. They slept in vehicles on the side of the road because the shelters were full.
"We struggled a lot on the road just to get here," said Baydoun, who rejected Israel's contention that it hit only military targets. "We evacuated our homes because Israel is targeting civilians and attacking them."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Volunteers cooked meals for displaced families at an empty Beirut gas station that first became a hub for relief after a devastating port explosion in 2020.
Israel said late Tuesday that fighter jets carried out "extensive strikes" on Hezbollah weapons and rocket launchers across southern Lebanon and in the Bekaa region to the north.
Asked about the duration of Israel's operations in Lebanon, military spokesman Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari said at a news conference that it aims to keep them "as short as possible, that's why we're attacking with great force. At the same time, we must be prepared for it to take longer." 

    


Tensions between Israel and the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah have steadily escalated over the last 11 months. Hezbollah has been firing rockets, missiles and drones into northern Israel in solidarity with Palestinians in Gaza and its ally Hamas, a fellow Iran-backed militant group.
Israel has responded with increasingly heavy airstrikes and the targeted killing of Hezbollah commanders while threatening a wider operation.
The U.N. Security Council scheduled an emergency meeting on Lebanon for Wednesday at the request of France.
Israel said a strike in Beirut Tuesday had killed Ibrahim Kobeisi, who it said was a top Hezbollah commander with the group's rocket and missile unit. Military officials said Kobeisi was responsible for launches towards Israel and planned a 2000 attack in which three Israeli soldiers were kidnapped and killed. Hezbollah later confirmed his death.

    


It was the latest in a string of assassinations and setbacks for Hezbollah, the strongest political and military actor in Lebanon and widely considered the top paramilitary force in the Arab world. 
Lebanon's Health Ministry said six people were killed and 15 were wounded in the strike in a southern Beirut suburb, an area where Hezbollah has a strong presence. The country's National News Agency said the attack destroyed three floors of a six-story apartment building.
The U.N.'s High Commissioner for Refugees in Lebanon said one of its staffers and her young son were among those killed Monday in the Bekaa region, while a cleaner under contract was killed in a strike in the south. 
Hezbollah said its missile attacks Tuesday targeted eight sites in Israel, including an explosives factory in Zichron Yaakov, 60 kilometers (37 miles) from the border. It fired 300 rockets, injuring six soldiers and civilians, most of them lightly, according to Hagari, the Israeli military spokesman. 
The renewed exchange came after Monday's barrages racked up the highest death toll in any single day in Lebanon since Israel and Hezbollah fought a bruising monthlong war in 2006.

    


On Tuesday, mourners carried 11 bodies through the streets of the Lebanese village of Saksakieh, some 40 kilometers (25 miles) north of the Lebanon-Israel border, including those of four women, an infant and a 7-year-old girl. All were killed in Israel's bombardment of the village Monday.
Some of the bodies were draped in Hezbollah flags, others wrapped in black clothes. A wreath of flowers was placed on top of the smallest one.
Mohammad Halal, father of 7-year-old Joury Halal, said his daughter was an "innocent child martyr."
"She is a martyr for the sake of the south and Palestine," Halal said and defiantly stated his allegiance to Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah.

    


Israel said it targeted sites where Hezbollah had stored weapons. Data from American fire-tracking satellites analyzed Tuesday by The Associated Press showed the wide range of Israeli airstrikes aimed at southern Lebanon, covering an area of over 1,700 square kilometers (650 square miles).
NASA's Fire Information for Resource Management System typically is used to track U.S. wildfires, but can also be used to track the flashes and burning that follow airstrikes. Data from Monday showed significant fires across southern Lebanon and in the Bekaa Valley.
The Lebanese Health Ministry said at least 564 people have been killed in Israeli strikes since Monday, including 50 children and 94 women, and that more than 1,800 have been wounded -- a staggering toll for a country still reeling from a deadly attack on communication devices last week.
Nearly a year of fighting between Hezbollah and Israel had displaced tens of thousands of people on both sides of the border before this week's escalation. Israel has vowed to do whatever it takes to ensure its citizens can return to their homes in the north, while Hezbollah has said it will keep up its rocket attacks until there is a cease-fire in Gaza, which appears increasingly remote.
The Israeli military says it has no immediate plans for a ground invasion but is prepared for one. It has moved thousands of troops who had been serving in Gaza to the northern border. It says Hezbollah has some 150,000 rockets and missiles, including some capable of striking anywhere in Israel, and that the group has fired some 9,000 rockets and drones since last October.
Israel said its warplanes struck 1,600 Hezbollah targets Monday, destroying cruise missiles, long- and short-range rockets and attack drones, including weapons concealed in private homes.
Monday's escalation came after a particularly heavy exchange of fire Sunday, when Hezbollah launched around 150 rockets, missiles and drones into northern Israel.
Last week, thousands of communications devices used mainly by Hezbollah members exploded in different parts of Lebanon, killing 39 people and wounding nearly 3,000, many of them civilians. Lebanon blamed Israel, but Israel did not confirm or deny responsibility.
___

Melzer contributed from Tel Aviv, Israel. Associated Press writers Jon Gambrell in Dubai, United Arab Emirates; Bassem Mroue and Fadi Tawil in Beirut; Julia Frankel in Jerusalem; and Emad Haddad in Saksakieh, Lebanon, contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-wa r
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            FILE -Chicago Bulls guard Derrick Rose falls after being tripped while driving against the Boston Celtics in the first half of an NBA basketball game in Boston, Nov. 28, 2014. (AP Photo/Elise Amendola, File)
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            FILE -Memphis Grizzlies guard Derrick Rose stands on the sideline in the second half of an NBA basketball game against the Milwaukee Bucks, Feb. 15, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. (AP Photo/Brandon Dill, File)
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                                        Derrick Rose's last act as an NBA player came in the form of a letter to the game of basketball, addressing the highs and lows that he experienced over a 16-year pro career.
And with that, his career ended on his terms.
Rose, the No. 1 overall pick in the 2008 NBA draft by his hometown Chicago Bulls and the league's MVP in 2011, announced his retirement on Thursday. He was, and still is, the youngest MVP winner in NBA history, claiming that award when he was just 22.
"You believed in me through the highs and lows, my constant when everything else seemed uncertain," Rose wrote as part of his letter to the game, serving as his retirement announcement. He posted the letter online, as well as taking out full-page newspaper advertisements in each of the cities where he played in his NBA years.
"You told me it's okay to say goodbye, reassuring me that you'll always be a part of me, no matter where life takes me," he wrote.

    


Rose was the league's rookie of the year in 2008-09 for the Bulls, was the league's MVP two seasons later and was an All-Star selection in three of his first four seasons. A major knee injury during the 2012 playoffs forced him to miss almost two full seasons and he contemplated stepping away from the game several times following other injury issues, but always found ways to get back onto the floor.




Bulls owner Jerry Reinsdorf said Rose "represents the grit, resilience, and heart" of Chicago.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"He's one of the toughest and most determined athletes I've ever been around, constantly fighting through adversity that would have broken most," Reinsdorf said. "Watching him grow from a Chicago Public League star to becoming the youngest MVP in NBA history as a Bull has been nothing short of an honor."
Besides the Bulls, Rose would also play for New York, Detroit, Minnesota, Cleveland and Memphis. He spent last season with the Grizzlies, returning to the city that he called home for his one season of college basketball.

    


He played in 24 games with the Grizzlies last season and when it ended Rose spoke at length about what a return to Memphis meant to him.
"It's all full circle," Rose said in April. "Coming back here, having my family here, my wife's family is from here, being back in this arena, having some of the people that came to my college games actually come to my professional games here, it's all love."
Added the Grizzlies in a statement Thursday where they offered Rose congratulations on his career: "We are grateful for your meaningful contributions to this team and this city, and wish you all the best in this next chapter of life."
Rose dealt with multiple knee surgeries over the years, took time away during the 2017-18 season to contemplate his future while dealing with ankle issues and sat out nearly two full seasons -- after the knee injury in 2012 -- when he should have been in his prime.
Rose averaged 17.4 points and 5.2 assists in 723 regular-season games. He averaged 21 points per game before the ACL tear 12 years ago, and 15.1 per game in the seasons that followed. 

    


"With D-Rose, it was never a question of his talent," Basketball Hall of Famer Dwyane Wade, a former Rose teammate, said in 2018. "It was always about his health. And when he was healthy, everyone saw all the talent."
Rose still flashed that MVP-level talent plenty of times over the years that followed the knee troubles. He had a career-high 50 points for Minnesota in a 128-125 win over Utah on Oct. 31, 2018 -- a game that moved him to tears. He had a 12-assist game for Detroit in a 115-107 win over Houston on Dec. 14, 2019, his first such game in nearly eight years.
"I know the person that he is, the character that he has," Knicks coach Tom Thibodeau, who coached Rose in Chicago, Minnesota and New York, said in 2018 when he was leading the Timberwolves. "And it shines through."
Rose was a serious candidate for the league's sixth man of the year award in three straight seasons -- 2018-19, 2019-20 and 2020-21 -- and even got a first-place MVP vote again in that 2020-21 season, a decade after winning that award.

    


He announced his presence as a star quickly, winning the league's skills challenge -- as a rookie -- at All-Star weekend in 2009, then winning rookie of the year and scoring 36 points in his playoff debut. It was a meteoric rise for someone who grew up amid poverty in a Chicago suburb, then saw basketball as an escape route and way to take care of his mother and family. In 2006, he hit a shot to win an Illinois state high school championship. Only five years later, he was MVP of the NBA.

"The kid from Englewood turned into a Chicago legend," the Bulls posted on social media Thursday, along with a video of Rose's highlights with the team.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/nba
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            Connecticut Sun forward Alyssa Thomas reacts during the second half in Game 2 of a first-round WNBA basketball playoff series against the Indiana Fever, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Uncasville, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            Connecticut Sun head coach Stephanie White gestures during the second half in Game 2 of a first-round WNBA basketball playoff series against the Indiana Fever, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Uncasville, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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            Indiana Fever head coach Christie Sides reacts during Game 2 of a first-round WNBA basketball playoff series against the Connecticut Sun, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Uncasville, Conn. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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                                        UNCASVILLE, Conn. (AP) -- Alyssa Thomas and Stephanie White said racist and homophobic comments directed at WNBA players need to stop.
The Connecticut Sun star and coach commented after their team finished off a sweep of the Indiana Fever in the opening round of the playoffs on Wednesday night.
"I think that in my 11-year career I never experienced the racial comments like from the Indiana Fever fan base," she said. "It's unacceptable and honestly there's no place for it. We've been professional throughout the whole entire thing, but I've never been called the things that I've been called on social media, and there's no place for it."
Thomas knows the game has grown this year, with many new fans watching on television and in the stands. But the All-Star forward doesn't want fans who are disrespectful to the players in the game.
"Basketball is headed in a great direction, but we don't want fans that are going to degrade us and call us racial things," she said.

    


White defended her team and its players, while noting it's a broader issue.
"We've seen a lot of racism, sexism, homophobia, transphobia throughout the course of our country," White said. "Sport is no exception, and it's unacceptable to be quite honest."




White, who played and coached in Indiana, applauded her team and other franchises around the league for staying professional and not going back at the criticism.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's a lot of teams in our league and a lot of athletes, not just in our league that get attacked like this," she said. "We continue to encourage them to silence the noise, control what they can control."
Indiana coach Christie Sides has seen her players get criticized on social media as well.
"It's a lot of hurtful, hateful speech out there that's happening, and it's unacceptable," she said. "This is basketball, and this is their job, and they're doing the best they can. And when it gets personal, to me, there's no reason for it. These guys have to listen and watch -- social media is their life. That's just what they do. And they have to read and see these things constantly, and just all the stories that are made up of what people see or think they see. It is just not acceptable when it gets personal."

    


The WNBA issued a statement on social media defending its players shortly after Thomas' and White's postgame comments.
"The WNBA is a competitive league with some of the most elite athletes in the world," the statement read. "While we welcome a growing fan base, the WNBA will not tolerate racist, derogatory, or threatening comments made about players, teams and anyone affiliated with the league."
The statement added the league would involve law enforcement as necessary.

WNBA players and their union spoke out against Commissioner Cathy Engelbert a few weeks ago when she failed to condemn racist and bitter criticism from some fans toward the Caitlin Clark-Angel Reese rivalry during a TV interview. She later clarified that she's vehemently opposed to "hate or racism."
___
AP WNBA: https://apnews.com/hub/wnba-basketball
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            Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani (17) hits a home run during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the Atlanta Braves in Los Angeles, Sunday, May 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani (17) runs the bases after hitting a home run during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels in Los Angeles, Friday, June 21, 2024. Austin Barnes also scored. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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                                        RUNNEMEDE, N.J. (AP) -- The baseball that Shohei Ohtani hit for his 50th home run, which gave him 50 homers and 50 stolen bases in the same season, is going up for auction on Friday.
Ohtani became the first player in Major League history in the 50-50 club. The Los Angeles Dodgers superstar accomplished the feat last week in Miami.
The fan who caught the milestone ball is working with Goldin, a New Jersey-based auction house specializing in trading cards, collectibles and memorabilia.
The opening bid for the ball is $500,000. There is black scuffing and abrasions on the white leather ball, which was authenticated by Major League Baseball.
Potential buyers will also have a chance to buy the ball outright for $4.5 million between Friday and Oct. 9. If bidding reaches $3 million before Oct. 9, the option to purchase the ball privately will no longer be available and buyers must bid for it. Extended bidding will begin on Oct. 16.

"Ohtani is truly one-of-a-kind, and the 50-50 record may be his crowning achievement," said Ken Goldin, founder and CEO of the auction house. "This is a piece of baseball history that fans and historians around the world will remember for decades to come."
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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            RB driver Daniel Ricciardo of Australia smiles in the paddock at the Baku circuit, in Baku, Azerbaijan, Thursday, Sept.12, 2024. The Formula One Grand Prix will be held on Sunday. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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                                        Daniel Ricciardo, one of the most popular and likeable drivers on the Formula 1 grid, was released by Red Bull Racing on Thursday and will be replaced immediately by Liam Lawson.
The 35-year-old Ricciardo knew at the Singapore Grand Prix it was likely his final F1 race -- essentially confirmed when his RB team called him into the pits ahead of the final lap to give the Australian the opportunity to set the fastest lap of the race.
Ricciardo hit the mark -- it took a bonus point away from title challenger Lando Norris and indirectly helped out Max Verstappen in his quest for a fourth consecutive drivers' championship -- then sat inside his car for an unusually long time after the race savoring his final moments.
When he finally began making his way back to the paddock, the Australian had to walk through an honor guard, of sorts, of supporters who were lined up applauding him.

    


Ricciardo acknowledged Sunday it was likely his last race, saying he had hoped to use his time at RB to make a case for returning to the main Red Bull team, but that he didn't get the "fairytale ending" he wanted.
"Everyone here at VCARB would like to thank Daniel for his hard work across the last two seasons with us," RB team principal Laurent Mekies said. "He has brought a lot of experience and talent to the team with a fantastic attitude, which has helped everyone to develop and foster a tight team spirit.




"Daniel has been a true gentleman both on and off the track and never without that smile. He will be missed, but will always hold a special place within the Red Bull family."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ricciardo won eight races over 14 seasons, with his final victory coming at Monza in 2021 when he won driving for McLaren. He was bought out of his McLaren deal after the 2022 season, and he was hired to return to Red Bull as a team ambassador.
That led to seven races in 2023 with Red Bull's sister team. Ricciardo was given the seat full-time for 2024 but through 18 races he's only finished inside the points three times.

    


His best finish in the championship was third in 2014 and 2016 -- both years when Mercedes dominated the season and Ricciardo, then at Red Bull, was effectively best of the rest.
Verstappen's arrival at Red Bull part-way through the 2016 season gradually saw Ricciardo move into a supporting role. His career stalled after a move to Renault at 2019, and after switching to McLaren in 2021, he was largely outclassed by Norris.
Ricciardo made a lasting impact on F1 as one of the faces of the sport's boom in the United States driven by Netflix's "Drive To Survive" series. But he has shown no interest in moving to American motorsports, and said at Singapore last weekend that racing IndyCar on ovals "scared" him.
He doesn't know what's next.
"When I got into F1, everyone knew me as the happy guy and the nice guy, but I do have a killer instinct," he said in the first episode filmed during the 2018 season. "I do believe I can be world champion and for me it's like, 'Why else would I be doing this?'"
Lawson, from New Zealand, will finish the season at RB alongside Yuki Tsunoda. Lawson took part in five F1 races last year, with a best finish of ninth, as a replacement when Ricciardo broke his hand in a crash.

    


Lawson has been a Red Bull reserve driver since 2022, making his Grand Prix debut in Zandvoort last year when Ricciardo was injured. His five-race drive saw him score points for the team and he finished ninth at the Singapore GP.

"I'd also like to take this opportunity to welcome Liam. He already knows the team well. He drove for us last season, and coped well under difficult circumstances, so it'll be a natural transition," Mekies said. "It's great to see young talent from within the Red Bull family make the next step. We're looking forward to getting our heads down and focusing on the rest of the season together."
___
AP Sports Writer James Ellingworth contributed to this report.
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


One of the leading authorities on NIL in college athletics said Matthew Sluka's decision to end his season at UNLV after three games because of a disagreement over $100,000 could tempt other players to leave their teams during the season to pursue better opportunities -- even if they don't have a beef with their current school.
"This is unprecedented and a sign of the times," said Blake Lawrence, whose company Opendorse works with dozens of schools and more than 40 booster-backed collectives on name, image and likeness compensation.
Sluka, by playing in fewer than five games, preserves his final season of eligibility and can play elsewhere in 2025.
Sluka's agent, Marcus Cromartie, told The Associated Press that his client decided to sit out the rest of the season over a $100,000 NIL payment that was promised by an assistant coach after he agreed to transfer to the Rebels last winter. No written contract was ever put in place, Cromartie said, and efforts to set up a payment plan were unsuccessful. 

    


UNLV accused Sluka's representative of making "implied threats" and "financial demands upon the university and its NIL collective in order to continue playing," which is against NCAA rules and Nevada state law. 




How did it come to this?
The NCAA cleared the way for NIL compensation in July 2021, forced by state laws that were about to make it illegal to bar college athletes from cashing in on their fame. The NCAA has stuck to its rules against schools paying athletes directly to play, though that could change soon. For now, what's left are messy situations like this and the potential for more.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Even if Sluka had a signed NIL contract, Lawrence said, it wouldn't have prevented him from quitting because such contracts cannot be tied to playing performance.
Michael Lowe, a Philadelphia attorney whose firm represents schools, conferences and collectives in the NIL industry, said the Sluka situation will encourage athletes to take a hard look at their potential value if they were to change schools.

    


"Maybe you have a situation where an athlete didn't have an NIL deal but suddenly has increased his market value to other schools and makes the unilateral decision to redshirt and sit out the rest of the year, go into the portal and try to get money from another school," Lowe said. "It's sort of the evolution of the student-athlete into a quasi professional. More and more of this stuff is going to keep happening."
As for unfulfilled NIL promises, Lawrence said the Sluka case shows why it would be better for all involved if schools had direct control over athlete compensation rather than collectives or boosters.
"If the agreement is ironclad between an institution and a student-athlete, you're certain payments will be made and promises will be kept," he said. "But it's hard for the school to control the actions of third parties. It's actually impossible for them to do so."
Who is Matthew Sluka?
Sluka, who grew up in Locust Valley, New York, announced in January that he would transfer from Holy Cross to UNLV to play his final season. He was one of the top quarterbacks in the second-tier Football Championship Subdivision and a two-time finalist for the Walter Payton Award as the top player in the FCS. He was terrific in the first three games this season, all wins. 

    


Why does he want to transfer?
Sluka was vague about the reason in his announcement on social media, but his agent said it was because of the unpaid $100,000 NIL deal. 
"I committed to UNLV based on certain representations that were made to me, which were not upheld after I enrolled," Sluka posted on X. "Despite discussions, it became clear that these commitments would not be fulfilled in the future."
To Lawrence, Sluka has put himself in position to make more money elsewhere if $100,000 is not going to be coming from UNLV. Sluka is not considered an NFL prospect, so now could be his best chance to cash in on football and perhaps step up from the Group of Five level in Division I to a Power Four program.
"I won't even speculate this is what Sluka is doing, but the concept of an athlete preserving a year of eligibility while being a sure-fire standout at the G5 and leveraging the remainder of their season to finding a new home at the (power conference) level is a smart business decision," Lawrence said.

    


NIL compensation is generally better at the Power Four level, plus revenue sharing that could begin in 2025 further enhances an athlete's earning potential.
Why would he leave the team now?
This would have been Sluka's final season of eligibility. A player who does not appear in more than four games in a season is allowed to take what's known as a "redshirt," meaning the year will not count on his eligibility clock. He is now able to transfer to another school and play in 2025.
Is a player on an athletic scholarship allowed to quit?
A scholarship is not a contract. An athlete can quit a team. It would be the head coach's decision whether the athlete continues to receive athletics aid for the rest of the academic year.

    


What are the transfer rules?
The NCAA in April approved rules changes that allow Division I athletes who meet certain academic eligibility requirements to be immediately eligible at their next school, regardless of whether they transferred previously. 
Can a school offer NIL deals as a recruiting inducement?
Not technically, though it surely happens. Schools are not allowed to directly pay NIL money, though the NCAA allows schools to identify NIL opportunities and facilitate deals between athletes and third parties. Prohibitions against pay-for-play and schools compensating student-athletes for use of their NIL remain in place, at least for now.
"The NCAA fully supports college athletes profiting from their NIL, but unfortunately there is little oversight or accountability in the NIL space and far too often promises made to student-athletes are broken," the NCAA said Wednesday without mentioning Sluka by name. "Positive changes are underway at the NCAA to deliver more benefits to student-athletes but without clear legal authority granted by the courts or by Congress, the NCAA, conferences and schools have limited authority to regulate third parties involved in NIL transactions."
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        EL SEGUNDO, Calif. (AP) -- LeBron James and his son, Bronny, are already scrimmaging with the rest of the Los Angeles Lakers during voluntary offseason workouts. JJ Redick and his coaching staff are planning and discussing the moment early in the new season when a father and son will share an NBA court for the first time.
While the specifics of that historic day aren't set yet, Redick shares the basketball world's anticipation of the chance to watch the top scorer in NBA history playing alongside the Lakers' new second-round draft pick. No father and son have ever played in the NBA simultaneously, let alone on the same team.
"We don't have anything planned, per se, in terms of a commitment to do it this way," Redick said. "We obviously have talked about it as a staff, and we've gotten into some specifics of what that might look like, but we haven't committed to anything, and obviously there's a discussion to be had once we're all together, with Bronny and LeBron, too. They should be a part of that discussion as well."

    


Redick and general manager Rob Pelinka expressed excitement for the team-up Wednesday during a preseason news conference. Redick sees only positive aspects in pairing the duo on the court, and he doesn't anticipate any friction or concerns in the family dynamic.




"I don't look at it as a challenge that's unique from any other challenge of coaching a player or coaching a relationship," Redick said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Pelinka then humorously interjected an anecdote from a recent workout scrimmage: "Maybe the challenge is on Bronny, when like in our pickup game, he got switched on to LeBron, and LeBron took him baseline, up and under off the glass. The words exchanged afterwards were probably more challenging than anything else."
The Lakers haven't announced or decided how long Bronny, who will turn 20 during training camp, will be on the NBA roster with his famous father, who turns 40 in December.

    


Although the front office hasn't confirmed it, Bronny James seems likely to spend much of the upcoming season in the G League developing his skills. He played in only 25 games during his sole season at the University of Southern California after recovering from cardiac arrest during an offseason workout.
Pelinka and Redick are still extremely bullish on the 6-foot-2 Bronny's ability to become an NBA contributor.
"Bronny, I feel very fortunate that I get to coach him, because he's young and he's hungry and he's got a lot of inherent skill sets that we can really mold into a really good NBA player," Redick said. "On top of that, he's a fantastic kid. He's extremely coachable. He's got the right spirit and energy every single day."
LeBron James took a vacation after leading the U.S. to a gold medal at the Paris Olympics, but he has been back in the gym for the past two weeks, Redick said.
The Lakers' front office didn't make any bold moves over the summer, constrained by their top players' contracts and the new league system that has made it much more difficult to upgrade rosters, according to Pelinka.

    


So the Lakers roster around the James family will be largely the same group that made the Western Conference finals in 2023, but then finished eighth in the West last spring before losing to Denver in the first round. Those Lakers weren't an elite team even with excellent health for LeBron and Anthony Davis, two high-mileage veterans who have struggled with major injury problems in previous seasons.
Pelinka said he would be open to moving his two tradeable first-round picks if he saw a deal that would lead "to sustainable Lakers excellence." He would also move one pick for a "marginal upgrade, if we felt like it was the right thing to do."
Rui Hachimura, Gabe Vincent and Jalen Hood-Schifino are healthy for training camp, but not everyone will be ready for workouts next week.
Christian Wood will be re-evaluated in six weeks after undergoing left knee surgery earlier this month.

Pelinka also revealed that Jarred Vanderbilt, the defense-minded wingman who played in only 29 games last season due to a foot injury, had successful "procedures" on both of his feet early in the offseason. The swingman is still recovering, but Pelinka said he is optimistic Vanderbilt will be ready to play by opening night on Oct. 22.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA
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            FILE - Dana White, president of UFC, speaks at a news conference after the UFC 229 mixed martial arts event in Las Vegas, on Oct. 6, 2018. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            Yazmin Jauregui fights Ketlen Souza in a women's strawweight mixed martial arts bout during UFC 306 at the Sphere, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Las Vegas. (Wade Vandervort/Las Vegas Sun via AP)
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- The UFC reached another settlement with one of the two class-action litigants, agreeing Thursday to pay the former fighters $375 million after a previous agreement was thrown out by a Nevada district judge.
Judge Richard Boulware in July dismissed a $335 million settlement with two antitrust lawsuits, including one brought by Cung Le. The new agreement by UFC parent company TKO Group Holdings is with Le, who filed his lawsuit in 2014, and the court still must approve the terms.
"While we believe the original settlement was fair -- a sentiment that was also shared by Plaintiffs -- we feel it is in the best interest of all parties to bring this litigation to a close," the UFC said in a statement.

The UFC still has not reached an agreement with Kajan Johnson, who filed his in 2021. In a statement, the UFC called said that was "in very early stages, and a motion to dismiss the complaint remains pending."
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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                    FILE - Boxer Gennadiy Golovkin, of Kazakhstan, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press, Tuesday, June 28, 2022, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)
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                                        LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AP) -- Former world champion Gennady Golovkin is taking a leading role in World Boxing, the group aiming to keep the sport on the Olympic program for the 2028 Los Angeles Games.
World Boxing said on Thursday that Golovkin would chair an "Olympic commission" tasked with persuading the International Olympic Committee that the breakaway organization founded last year is fit to run the competitions in Los Angeles.
"For me, personally, as well as for all the sports world, it is important to preserve boxing as an Olympic sport, and this will be my top priority," Golovkin said in a statement. "I also intend to work closely with the IOC on issues of boxing's commitment to the Olympic values of honesty, fairness and transparency."
Golovkin won an Olympic silver medal in 2004 and, after turning pro, was a longtime world middleweight champion who fought in some of the most lucrative bouts of all time, finishing with a 42-2-1 record. Since retirement, he has become president of Kazakhstan's national Olympic committee.

    


Boxing's Olympic status is uncertain. The IOC has set a deadline of early next year for a credible governing body to be in place after years of turmoil with the International Boxing Association. 




The IOC ran the last two Olympic tournaments on its own after first suspending and then banishing the IBA from the Games and has said it no longer wishes to organize the tournament in-house.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

World Boxing lists 44 national governing bodies as members including the United States, Britain and India. It most recently added Japan and Algeria, whose federation is home to Paris Olympic gold medalist Imane Khalif.

Kazakhstan's national boxing federation isn't a World Boxing member for now, but said on Thursday it applied for membership around the same time that Golovkin's new role was announced.
Kazakhstan is regularly among the top medal-winning nations in Olympic boxing and would be World Boxing's 10th member in Asia.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/golovkin-world-boxing-olympics-1d3ef8c83b6df188ea1fcda825af68e4



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Sharks' Celebrini and Smith and Canadiens' Slafkovsky headline the NHL's next generation of stars | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Sharks' Celebrini and Smith and Canadiens' Slafkovsky headline the NHL's next generation of stars

    Sharks' Celebrini and Smith and Canadiens' Slafkovsky headline the NHL's next generation of stars

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            Montreal Canadiens Juraj Slafkovsky battles for the puck with Patrik Laine during the team's training camp Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024 in Brossard, Quebec. (Ryan Remiorz/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            San Jose Sharks' Macklin Celebrini skates with the puck during a scrimmage at the NHL hockey team's practice facility in San Jose, Calif., Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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            FILE - New Jersey Devils defenseman Luke Hughes, left, skates with the puck alongside Minnesota Wild right wing Ryan Hartman (38) during the second period of an NHL hockey game, Nov. 2, 2023, in St. Paul, Minn. (AP Photo/Matt Krohn, File)
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            FILE - Matvei Michkov adjust his Philadelphia Flyers hat after being picked by the team during the first round of the NHL hockey draft Wednesday, June 28, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)
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            Montreal Canadiens Lane Hutson skates during the teams training camp Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024 in Brossard, Quebec. (Ryan Remiorz/The Canadian Press via AP)
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                                        Juraj Slafkovsky was an NHL draft pick, just like Alex Ovechkin, Sidney Crosby, Auston Matthews, Nathan MacKinnon, Connor McDavid and Connor Bedard. The spotlight, however, has not been quite as bright or the hype train as strong for him in Montreal.
"I like it that way," Slafkovsky said.
Regardless of the attention or lack thereof, Slafkovsky is on the vanguard of hockey's next generation of stars, along with the likes of San Jose's Macklin Celebrini and Will Smith, Buffalo's JJ Peterka and New Jersey's Luke Hughes. 
"It's really cool to be a part of it, and I hope I will be a part of it," Slafkovsky said two years after the Canadiens took him at No. 1 in 2022. "Hopefully we can do some things as the younger generation."
Slafkovsky, Peterka, Hughes and Quinton Byfield of the Los Angeles Kings have been around a bit, and now is the time to show they can be among the league's best. Newcomers like Celebrini, Smith, Philadelphia's Matvei Michkov and even teammate Lane Hutson are front-runners in the race for the Calder Trophy as rookie of the year.

    


Macklin Celebrini
The most recent No. 1 pick does not have the so-called "generational talent" label like Crosby, McDavid or Bedard, but he still won the Hobey Baker Award last season at Boston University as the top college player in the country with 64 points in 38 games. 




Sharks forward William Eklund was not too familiar with Celebrini's game until the draft, so he made it a point to check out his highlights.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I looked him up a little bit, and obviously he's a great skill guy," Eklund said. "He's a high-caliber player, and it's going to be fun to see."
BetMGM Calder Trophy odds: 4-1
Will Smith
Rivals at Boston-area schools, Smith and Celebrini are now front and center as the faces of San Jose's rebuild. 
"It's going to be a fun relationship," said Smith, the fourth pick in 2023 who decided to turn pro after starring last season at Boston College. "Really cool. We were talking about it earlier just how crazy it is that we're on the same team now."

    


Smith, a year older than Celebrini, is coming off a 71-point season, helped the U.S. win world junior gold and played at the world championships.
"He's a kid that has a really bright future and a ton of talent," said Washington goaltender Charlie Lindgren, who was a teammate at worlds. "A really good kid, too, and I think he'll go in and play for San Jose this year and I think you'll see him do pretty well."
BetMGM Calder Trophy odds: 5-1
Juraj Slafkovsky
The MVP of the 2022 Beijing Olympics without NHL players struggled in his rookie year. Last season, he quintupled his production with 20 goals, 30 assists and 50 points and said, "I'm ready to start where I finished."
Slafkovsky in the spring signed an eight-year contract extension worth over $60 million. Now it's up to the big Slovak forward to earn it.
"I just want to show them that they made the right decision," Slafkovsky said. "I feel like the only way I can do it is showing up every day and playing hard and being there."
JJ Peterka
A 2020 second-round pick of the Sabres, Peterka is older at 22 but could get a look on the first line this season after establishing himself as a full-time NHL player and scoring 28 goals. The Germany-born forward is in a contract year looking to get the kind of guaranteed deal Slafkovsky and others have. 

    


Peterka thinks the key is not putting too much pressure on himself, especially while trying to help Buffalo end the league's longest playoff drought.
"I want to be put more in situations where I'm maybe not too uncomfortable," Peterka said. "I want to be more responsible, more consistent. For me it's just take the next step to just grow as a player, as more of a complete player."
Quinton Byfield
The 6-foot-5, 220-pound power forward is expected to play center after getting a five-year, $31.25 million contract. He spent the summer working on his shot to be more of a threat from further away from the net and prefers center offensively and defensively.
"I like playing good defense and shutting down their top lines, so when I can be in my own end kind of playing those guys down low, that's where I want to be," Byfield said. "Also I don't want to just be on the wall standing there going up the ice. I want to be able to use my speed and kind of demand the middle of the ice."

    


Luke Hughes
A left shoulder injury from summer training could cause the Devils defenseman to miss the start of the season. That absence should not keep Hughes from building on a 47-point rookie year that left him third in Calder Trophy voting.
"He'll take another step," older brother and New Jersey teammate Jack Hughes said. "Luke will be even more mature this year. He'll know the league a little bit more and know the players and he'll know things he can get away with and where he can capitalize on certain things. I think he'll have a better year offensively, obviously, and just keep getting better."

    


Matvei Michkov
The 19-year-old Russian winger is the new face of the Flyers with the weight of the franchise's nearly five-decade Stanley Cup drought on his shoulders. Michkov was the seventh pick in 2023, with some teams concerned he might not be able to leave the KHL or was under-scouted given the war in Ukraine.
Early returns are positive.
"Everyone's really excited to have him, and when you see him on the ice it's pretty special and gives our team a positive boost," forward Owen Tippett said. "Super skilled. We're all really excited to have him on our side, and we're excited to see what he can do."
BetMGM Calder Trophy odds: 7-2
Lane Hutson

A saucer pass from Hutson during an early training camp scrimmage that landed right on the stick blade of teammate Emil Heineman went viral in hockey circles. It's just a taste of what the 20-year-old defenseman might be able to do when he gets used to life in the NHL, but he already has big expectations in Montreal.
"I haven't proved anything yet," Hutson said. "There's a lot to prove before I'm even close to a face of the team."
BetMGM Calder Trophy odds: 7-1
___
AP Sports Writer Mark Anderson and freelance writer W.G. Ramirez in Las Vegas contributed.
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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            FILE - Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson, left, and Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh Allen (17) shake hands after an NFL football game Sunday, Oct. 2, 2022, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)
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            Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh Allen (17) runs against the Jacksonville Jaguars during the first half of an NFL football game Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in Orchard Park, NY. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson (8) throws a touchdown pass to wide receiver Rashod Bateman in the first half of an NFL football game against the Dallas Cowboys in Arlington, Texas, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Gareth Patterson)
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            Buffalo Bills wide receiver Khalil Shakir (10) runs for a touchdown during the first half of an NFL football game against the Jacksonville Jaguars, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in Orchard Park, NY. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Baltimore Ravens running back Derrick Henry (22) rushes for a touchdown as Dallas Cowboys' Caelen Carson (21) defends in the second half of an NFL football game in Arlington, Texas, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Gareth Patterson)
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            Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh Allen (17) runs against the Jacksonville Jaguars during the first half of an NFL football game Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in Orchard Park, NY. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson (8) throws a touchdown pass to wide receiver Rashod Bateman in the first half of an NFL football game against the Dallas Cowboys in Arlington, Texas, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Gareth Patterson)
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            Buffalo Bills wide receiver Khalil Shakir (10) runs for a touchdown during the first half of an NFL football game against the Jacksonville Jaguars, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in Orchard Park, NY. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Baltimore Ravens running back Derrick Henry (22) rushes for a touchdown as Dallas Cowboys' Caelen Carson (21) defends in the second half of an NFL football game in Arlington, Texas, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Gareth Patterson)
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                                        Buffalo (3-0) at Baltimore (1-2)
Sunday, 8:20 p.m. EDT, NBC
BetMGM NFL Odds: Ravens by 2 1/2

    


Against the spread: Bills 2-1, Ravens 1-2
Series record: Ravens lead 6-5.
Last meeting: Bills beat Ravens 23-20 on Oct. 2, 2022, at Baltimore.
Last week: Bills beat Jaguars 47-10; Ravens beat Cowboys 28-25.
Bills offense: overall (13), rush (14), pass (14), scoring (1)

    


Bills defense: overall (8t), rush (16), pass (8t), scoring (7)
Ravens offense: overall (1), rush (2), pass (10), scoring (11)
Ravens defense: overall (23), rush (1), pass (32), scoring (24t)
Turnover differential: Bills plus-5; Ravens plus-1

    


Bills player to watch
WR Khalil Shakir has established himself as QB Josh Allen's safety valve and most reliable playmaker. He has caught all 14 attempts thrown his way for a team-leading 168 yards and two touchdowns. Going back to last season, Shakir has caught 27 of 27 targets, matching the best run by an NFL wide receiver since at least 1991.
Ravens player to watch
RB Derrick Henry is coming off rushing for 151 yards and two touchdowns at Dallas, by far his best game since joining Baltimore. He was limited to 46 yards in the season opener at Kansas City and 84 in Week 2 against Las Vegas but scored in each of those games. With how much the Ravens rely on the run, Henry is an X-factor most times they play.

    






Key matchup
Allen against Baltimore's defense, not just the pass rush but the entire unit given how willing he is to take off and run. The 6-foot-5, 237-pounder has 17 carries for 85 yards and two touchdowns, along with 634 yards passing. The Ravens just allowed Cowboys QB Dak Prescott to throw for 379 yards, so facing Allen is an even bigger challenge and a chance to bounce back.
Key injuries 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Bills ruled out starting linebacker Terrel Bernard, who will miss his second consecutive game with a pectoral injury, and starting nickel CB Taron Johnson, who's been out since hurting his right forearm in Week 1. ... Baltimore's offensive line is full of questions with C Tyler Linderbaum dealing with a knee injury, RG Andrew Vorhees an ankle injury and RT Patrick Mekari a neck injury. ... Starting DT Michael Pierce (shoulder) and depth CB Jalyn Armour-Davis (hamstring) also missed practice early in the week, and LB Roquan Smith (ankle) was limited.

    


Series notes

    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


The Bills have a two-game winning streak against the Ravens, counting the teams' meeting in the 2020 playoffs. Baltimore won the previous three in the regular season, a run that predates Allen and Jackson entering the league. ... These teams have each made the playoffs five of the past six seasons, joining Kansas City and Philadelphia as the only four to do so. Allen and Jackson, drafted in 2018, each made his NFL debut in a backup role in Baltimore's 47-3 season-opening rout of Buffalo later that year. Allen, picked seventh, entered early in the third quarter in replacing turnover-prone starter Nathan Peterman and went 6 of 15 for 74 yards with 26 yards rushing and sacked three times. Jackson, taken 32nd, mopped up for Joe Flacco and finished 1 of 4 for 24 yards, added 39 yards rushing and was sacked once. ... The Bills have won eight in a row in the regular season going back to last year, the league's longest active streak. ... Buffalo is making its third consecutive prime-time appearance, and opening a three-game run of road games. ... The Ravens are 20-3 in prime-time home games under coach John Harbaugh since he arrived in 2008.
Stats and stuff 
The Bills have gone an NFL-record 43 consecutive games without losing by more than six points. The streak began the week following a 41-15 loss to Indianapolis on Nov. 21, 2021. ... Buffalo's 34 points in the first half against the Jaguars were the fourth most in the first half in team history and the second most in the Super Bowl era. ... Allen has lost a fumble but has yet to throw an interception this season, after throwing a career-high 18 last year. The seventh-year starter is 27-4 when not committing a turnover and 39-26 when he does. ... The Bills are 5 of 5 on fourth down, including RB James Cook scoring a game-opening TD against Miami two weeks ago. ... Buffalo's six takeaways have all led to touchdowns, including Ja'Marcus Ingram's pick-6 against Miami. ... DE Von Miller has a sack in each of the first three games this season after he failed to get one in 14 games, including playoffs, last year while returning from a torn ACL. Miller is the NFL's active leader with 126 1/2 and tied for 17th on the career list with Derrick Thomas. ... Baltimore has rushed for 100-plus yards in 36 consecutive games, the fifth-longest streak in NFL history. ... The Ravens' 47 plays of 10 or more yards this season rank second in the league behind San Francisco's 48. ... Jackson leads QBs with 254 yards rushing, the most by a player at the position through the first three games of a season. He has 11 TDs and one INT over his past five regular-season games and is 6-1 in games on Sunday night. ... WR Rashod Bateman led the team with 56 yards receiving at Dallas. ... S Kyle Hamilton had a career-high 12 tackles.
Fantasy tip

Tight end production around the league is down, but Buffalo's Dalton Kincaid could be in for a big night after the Ravens allowed Dallas' Jake Ferguson to make six catches for 95 yards. Kincaid had four receptions for 41 yards and a TD against Jacksonville, so Allen is not afraid to look his way in important moments.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            Alabama's Jalen Milroe (4) runs past Wisconsin's Hunter Wohler (24) for a touchdown during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Georgia quarterback Carson Beck throws during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Kentucky, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Lexington, Ky. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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            Alabama head coach Kalen DeBoer leads his team on the field before an NCAA college football game against Wisconsin Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            Georgia head coach Kirby Smart runs off the field following an NCAA college football game against Kentucky, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Lexington, Ky. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 2 Georgia (3-0, 1-0 SEC) at No. 4 Alabama (3-0, 0-0), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (ABC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Georgia by 1 1/2.
Series record: Alabama leads 43-26-4
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
There appears to be little margin for error in the so far tightly packed Southeastern Conference, so the winner stays in great position. The 12-team playoff means both teams will remain squarely in the national title hunt whoever wins. The Bulldogs would love to reassert their dominance after scratching out a 13-12 win over Kentucky. For the Crimson Tide, this is the first true national showcase matchup under new coach Kalen DeBoer, who's trying to show the program hasn't missed a beat without Nick Saban. It's the first time Alabama has been a home underdog since 2007, Saban's first season.
KEY MATCHUP
Alabama quarterback Jalen Milroe will face the nation's No. 1 pass defense. Milroe has passed for 590 yards and eight touchdowns without an interception for the Tide and is the third-rated passer in FBS. But he'll face a defense led by safety Malaki Starks that is allowing just 91.3 yards a game through the air and hasn't given up a passing touchdown. Milroe is also a threat to run, having rushed for six touchdowns. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Georgia: QB Carson Beck is 16-1 as the starting quarterback and 6-1 against Top 20 teams. Alabama is the only team to beat him but Beck has thrown for 1,971 yards with 15 touchdowns against just two interceptions in those ranked matchups.




Alabama: WR Ryan Williams is a 17-year-old freshman who has already emerged as one of the SEC's best receivers. Williams hasn't faced a defense nearly this good but his numbers are still impressive: 10 catches, 285 yards and four touchdowns in his first three college games. He has led the team in receptions and yards in all three games.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Georgia coach Kirby Smart, a former Saban protege and Tide defensive coordinator, is just 1-5 against Alabama. The Bulldogs lost on their only other trip to Tuscaloosa under Smart on Oct. 17, 2020. ... The Bulldogs are the only FBS team that has not allowed a touchdown this season. Opponents have been limited to six field goals. ... Alabama is 15-1 in SEC home openers since 2007, with the lone loss coming to Mississippi just over nine years ago. ... This game will mark the Tide's 59th on ESPN College GameDay, matching Ohio State for the most appearances. ... Georgia offensive lineman Tate Ratledge is listed as out on the SEC's availability report while defensive lineman Mykel Williams is questionable. 
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football.
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            LSU quarterback Garrett Nussmeier (13) drops back to pass in the second half of an NCAA college football game against UCLA in Baton Rouge, La., Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024. LSU won 34-17. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            LSU quarterback Garrett Nussmeier (13) rolls out of the pocket during the second half of an NCAA college football game against South Carolina, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024 in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
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South Alabama (2-2) at No. 14 LSU (3-1), Saturday, 7:45 p.m. ET (SECN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: LSU by 22 1/2. 
Series record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
LSU seeks its fourth straight victory since a season-opening loss to Southern California in Las Vegas and needs to win to avoid sliding down the AP Top 25 Poll. South Alabama wants a competitive showing, and to remain relatively healthy, before closing out its schedule with seven straight Sun Belt Conference contests.
KEY MATCHUP
LSU's beat-up and sometimes shaky defense against South Alabama dual-threat quarterback Gio Lopez. The Jaguars' QB has 843 yards and nine TDs passing to go with 171 yards and two TDs rushing. Lopez is currently eighth in the country in total offense yards per game at 337.3. This is also the Tigers' first game without star l inebacker Harold Perkins Jr., who went out for the season with an ACL tear during the fourth quarter of last week's victory over UCLA.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
South Alabama: True freshman RB Fluff Bothwell is the Jaguars' leading rusher with 359 yards and six touchdowns, including two TDs in each of South Alabama's last-two games. 
LSU: QB Garrett Nussmeier is the reigning SEC Offensive Player of the Week after completing 32-of-44 passes for 352 yards and three TDs during last week's victory over UCLA. He completed passes to nine different players last week.




FACTS & FIGURES
South Alabama's visit to LSU is the Jags' first against a power conference opponent since their 33-7 victory at Oklahoma State last season. ... South Alabama quarterbacks have not thrown an interception so far this season. ... South Alabama has scored 135 points during its last two games combined against Northwestern State (87) and Appalachian State (48) -- the most points scored in a two-game span in school history. ... LSU has averaged 33.5 points and 418.5 total yards per game (103.8 rushing, 314.8 passing) this season. ... LSU TE Mason Taylor last week became the most prolific receiving tight end in LSU history with 999 yards. His 99 receptions also is a Tigers record for a tight end. ... LSU DE Bradyn Swinson has string together a pair of multi-sack games, with three at South Carolina and two against UCLA. His five sacks rank second in the SEC and his minus-45 sack yards leads the nation.
___
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            Boise State running back Ashton Jeanty warms up before an NCAA college football game against Oregon, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, at Autzen Stadium in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Lydia Ely)
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Washington State (4-0) at No. 25 Boise State (2-1), Saturday, 10 p.m. ET (FS1)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Boise State by 7 1/2.
Series record: Washington State leads 5-1.
What's at stake? 
A pair of future Pac-12 Conference foes meet in a highly intriguing matchup that could have ramifications come December. The Cougars survived last week's 54-52 double overtime win over San Jose State but now face their first true road setting of the season in what could be their toughest game. The Broncos rebounded from their narrow Week 2 loss at Oregon by thumping Portland State at home last week and resting some of their key players, including star running back Ashton Jeanty.
Key matchup
Boise State QB Maddux Madsen vs. Washington State's secondary. Teams should be loading up to stop the run because of what Jeanty and his fellow running backs have done in the first three games. That means the Broncos' offensive success could come down to what Madsen is able to accomplish through the air while facing a Washington State secondary that is 132nd out of 133 teams giving up nearly 320 yards per game passing, including 375 to San Jose State QB Emmett Brown last week.

    


Players to watch
Washington State: Everything with the Cougars right now begins and ends with QB John Mateer, who is third in the country in total yards per game at 381.8, seventh in TD passes with 11 and has at least one rushing TD and one passing TD in each of the first four games. Mateer had 390 yards passing and 111 yards rushing last week against San Jose State.




Boise State: Jeanty. Through three games, he has rushed for 586 yards and nine touchdowns, and averages a whopping 10.5 yards per carry. Jeanty had just 11 touches in the win over Portland State meaning he should be well rested against a Washington State defense that has gone six straight games without allowing a 100-yard rusher dating to last season.
Facts & figures 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Boise State is ranked in the AP Top 25 for the first time since a two-week stint in November 2020. The Broncos are 113-21 all-time when ranked. ... Washington State has started 4-0 in consecutive seasons for the first time since 1906-07. ... Boise State leads the country with seven plays of 50 yards or more so far this season. ... Teams last met in 2017, a while 47-44 triple overtime victory by the Cougars that was highlighted by the late Tyler Hilinski coming off the bench to throw three TDs as Washington State rallied from a 21-point deficit.
___
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Colorado (3-1, 1-0 Big 12) at UCF (3-0, 1-0), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (FOX)
Line: UCF by 15 1/2, according to BetMGM Sportsbook
Series record: First meeting.
What's at stake? 
Colorado and UCF are both coming off stunning last-second victories in their Big 12 openers. Two weeks ago, the Knights trailed TCU 28-7 early in the third quarter before rallying to win 35-34 after KJ Jefferson found Kobe Hudson on a 20-yard touchdown pass with 20 seconds to play. Colorado used a Hail Mary pass from Shedeur Sanders to LaJohntay Wester to force overtime in a 38-31 win over Baylor. 
Key matchup
UCF's pass rush vs. Colorado's passing attack. The Knights entered the season hoping for a more aggressive defensive style under new co-defensive coordinator Ted Roof. Through three games, they have four interceptions but only one sack. It will be a challenge to pressure on a mobile quarterback such as Shedeur Sanders, who's averaging 335 yards passing per game with 11 TDs against two interceptions. Sanders, on the other hand, has been sacked 16 times through four games.

    


Players to watch
Colorado: It is hard not to have all eyes on Colorado WR/CB Travis Hunter. UCF coach Gus Malzahn praised him saying he sticks out on tape. Hunter had seven catches for 130 yards against Baylor, his fifth straight game with 100 yards receiving. He added two tackles on defense, forcing a fumble in overtime that clinched Colorado's win.




UCF: RJ Harvey is the featured back of the top rushing team in the nation (375.7 rush yards per game). Harvey is averaging 149.3 rush yards per game, including 180 and two TDs in the win over TCU. Harvey is eighth in the nation with 448 yards rushing this season and the ground attack will be a serious challenge for the Buffaloes.
Facts & figures

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Colorado features 17 players on its roster from Florida, including four from the Orlando area. That includes Jimmy Horn, who went to nearby Sanford Seminole High School and transferred from USF. He has 18 catches for 286 yards and a touchdown. ... UCF is hosting FOX's Big Noon Kickoff show on campus for the first time. ... Colorado said it planned to travel to Orlando a day early on Wednesday rather than on Thursday due to the anticipated landfall of Hurricane Helene.
___
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LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Oregon's first game as a member of the Big Ten Conference will be against a familiar opponent -- UCLA.
It also comes with a kickoff time that most thought would be a thing of the past when both schools left the Pac-12.
The game between the eighth-ranked Ducks and Bruins will kick off at 8 p.m. Saturday at the Rose Bowl. The start time comes later than the old "Pac-12 After Dark" days, when Saturday night games typically went off at 7 or 7:30 p.m.
Oregon coach Dan Lanning and UCLA's DeShaun Foster aren't getting caught up in the concerns about a late kickoff, even though the fan bases from both schools aren't pleased.
After all, earlier kickoffs and not going up against "Saturday Night Live" or in a window largely ignored by football fans in the Eastern time zone was one of the reasons administrators and athletic directors used for the move.

    


It is UCLA's first 8 p.m. kickoff since the 1999 season opener at Ohio State when Foster was a sophomore running back for the Bruins. The last time they kicked off that late on the West Coast was in 1990 at Washington State.
Oregon's has been more recent, with a 45-27 win at home over Stanford on Oct. 1, 2022.




"It's two West Coast teams, so the time shouldn't be too bad for either of us," Foster said. "I'm not worried about that, but the Rose Bowl should be rocking."
Since rallying to beat Hawaii in their opener, the Bruins (1-2, 0-1 Big Ten) have been soundly defeated by Indiana and No. 14 LSU. UCLA was tied 17-17 at halftime last week against the Tigers but couldn't get anything going in the second half in a 34-17 loss.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Ducks (3-0) are coming off their first bye week of the season. After close calls against Idaho and Boise State, Oregon rolled to a 49-14 victory at Oregon State on Sept. 14.
Lanning also is trying to make the most of the situation with the late kickoff.

    


"That means more time for us to prepare, more time for us to get ready. We're excited about the challenge and what that provides," he said.
Oregon has won four straight and 10 of its last 11 meetings against UCLA.
Gabriel's performance

Oregon quarterback Dillon Gabriel leads the nation in completion percentage (84%) and has thrown for 914 yards and six touchdowns. In the win over the Beavers, the senior became the first quarterback this season to have a run of at least 50 yards and a completion of at least 60 yards in the same game.
Even with what he is accomplishing this season, Gabriel had to answer questions about leaving Oklahoma on Tuesday when Sooners coach Brent Venables said the sixth-year quarterback wanted to play closer to home in Hawaii and that offensive coordinator Jeff Lebby's departure to become head coach at Mississippi State also was a factor.
"Honestly, it's so far gone," Gabriel said. "You focus on what you can control and that's right where I'm at."
UCLA running game stuck in neutral
UCLA has the fewest carries (68) and third-worst rushing offense in the nation, averaging 60.3 yards per game. Over the past four seasons, the Bruins averaged 218.9 yards per game, which was fifth.

    


That has put more pressure on quarterback Ethan Garbers. The senior has three touchdown passes but has committed six turnovers (four interceptions and two fumbles).
The lack of production in the ground game has to be particularly frustrating for Foster, who was the running backs coach before being named head coach.
"It might not be the numbers we want, but it's improving each week," Foster said. "They want to be able to run the ball. I'm not gonna say it's dormant or anything like that, but it's getting there."
Shuffling the line 

On Monday, Lanning said that offensive lineman Matthew Bedford suffered a setback in his recovery from a knee injury during practice last week.
Bedford, who transferred from Indiana in the offseason and was projected to be the team's starting right guard, was originally injured during fall camp. He was seen limping at practice Tuesday and didn't take part Wednesday. 
With Bedford sidelined, the Ducks have struggled to find cohesiveness on the offensive line for their first two games this season. It was believed he could possibly return in earnest against UCLA after playing for two snaps in Oregon's victory over Oregon State. 

    


Quick turnaround 
The late kickoff will give both teams less time to prepare for their next games. 
Oregon hosts Michigan State next Friday night, while UCLA has to fly cross-country for a noon Eastern kickoff at No. 9 Penn State.
___
AP Sports Writer Anne Peterson in Eugene, Oregon, contributed to this story.
___
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Wisconsin (2-1) at No. 13 Southern California (2-1, 0-1 Big Ten), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (CBS)
BetMGM College Football Odds: USC by 15 1/2.
Series record: USC leads 6-1.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The winner stays in the race to reach the Big Ten title game, while the loser will be in trouble taking into account the difficulty of remaining schedules. USC was defeated in its Big Ten debut 27-24 at No. 12 Michigan, failing to bottle up a one-dimensional Wolverines offense. Wisconsin had a week off to regroup following a 42-10 loss to No. 4 Alabama on Sept. 14, giving Braedyn Locke time to settle in as the new starting quarterback after Tyler Van Dyke tore his ACL. 
KEY MATCHUP
Wisconsins RB Chez Mellusi vs. USC LB Eric Gentry. After seeing the Trojans give up 290 yards rushing, the Badgers are going to have to come up with a similar showing to win their conference opener. Mellusi leads the team with 200 yards and three touchdowns through three games. Gentry, who has a unique build for an off-ball linebacker, has thrived under new defensive coordinator D'Anton Lynn. Gentry is coming off arguably his best game with three tackles for loss, one sack and one forced fumble at Michigan. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Wisconsin: Locke, a third-year sophomore, was overwhelmed after being forced into action against Alabama, going 13-of-26 passing for 125 yards and one touchdown. He did make three starts in 2023 and was named Big Ten freshman of the week for leading a comeback win at Illinois. 




USC: RB Woody Marks had 100 yards rushing for the second straight game, ripping off a 65-yard scamper to salvage a day where the Trojans' offensive line was manhandled. Marks added five receptions for 40 yards, giving him a catch in all 48 career college games he has played in.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

USC QB Miller Moss completed 54.9% of his passes (28 of 51) against Michigan, his lowest mark in four career starts. He was also sacked four times and threw an interception that was returned for a touchdown. ... Wisconsin safeties coach Alex Grinch was the Trojans' defensive coordinator the past two seasons. ... The Badgers defeated the Trojans 23-21 in the 2015 Holiday Bowl, their first win in the series. ... USC has won both games against Wisconsin at the LA Memorial Coliseum by at least 12 points, including the most recent regular-season meeting in 1966 by a score of 38-3. 
___
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BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) -- No. 14 LSU's game with surging South Alabama features one coach who played Louisiana high school football and grew up going to Tiger Stadium against a coach from Boston who didn't move down South until he was 60 years old. 
Baton Rouge native Major Applewhite will be the visitor in his old home town, and the Jaguars first-year coach knows exactly what to expect when he faces Brian Kelly's Tigers in Death Valley on Saturday night.
"Every Saturday that I could, I was over there in the south end zone watching every LSU game that I could," Applewhite said, clarifying that he "didn't grow up an LSU fan, but I pulled for LSU every time they weren't playing Alabama."
"I love Tiger Stadium. All my friends were LSU fans," added Applewhite. "Loved growing up there. It was just a great experience."
He'd like to add another positive memory of Death Valley this weekend. Although that will be a tall order, recent history shows he and South Alabama have a chance.

    


Applewhite, who played QB in college for Texas, was South Alabama's offensive coordinator a year ago when they went to Oklahoma State and stunned the Cowboys, 33-7. 




During the past two weeks, the Jaguars (2-2) have scored a whopping 135 points against Northwestern State and Appalachian State combined.
"This will be a great challenge for us," Kelly said, describing the Jaguars as "a team that's coming in with nothing to lose, but certainly a team that is very capable in a lot of areas -- very athletic, outstanding in terms of their schemes, well coached."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

LSU (3-1) is coming off a 34-17 victory over struggling UCLA in which the Tigers pulled away with a solid second half after a shaky first 30 minutes.
But the Tigers lost their biggest defensive star when Harold Perkins Jr. tore his right anterior cruciate ligament while making a tackle in the fourth quarter.
That's the second prominent player on the Tigers' defensive front to be lost for the season. Top defensive tackle Jacobian Guillory tore his Achilles in Week 2 against Nicholls State.

    


"Our players clearly understand in this game that that you're going to get injuries," Kelly said. "We're not going to lose our identity or fall apart."
Sharing the ball
LSU quarterback Garrett Nussmeier was named SEC offensive player of the Week after completing 32-of-44 passes for 352 yards and three TDs against UCLA.
Nussmeier produced with democratic distribution of the ball, completing passes to nine players. One was tight end Mason Taylor, who became LSU's most productive receiving tight end in history (99 career catches for 999 yards).
"This year, it can go to anybody," Kelly said. "You add the tight end into the mix as your leading receiver right now, it's very difficult to defend us."
Dual threat
South Alabama quarterback Gio Lopez has been productive passing and running, with 843 yards and nine TDs through the air to go with 171 yards and two TDs rushing.
At LSU, he'll face a defense that has been prone to giving up big plays, including a 75-yard scoring run to South Carolina QB LaNorris Sellers two games ago.

    


Resetting the defense
Perkins' absence will mean a shuffled lineup and different substitution patterns for LSU's defense.
When the Tigers field three traditional linebackers, senior reserve West Weeks would take over in the middle while his younger brother, Whit, will play on the strong side with senior Greg Penn on the weak side, Kelly said.
In passing situations, LSU could remove a linebacker or two in favor of a defensive back and a hybrid "star" position player with the speed to cover receivers and the tackling ability to help against the run.
Perkins, an AP Preseason All-America selection, had the uncommon combination of size, strength and speed to effectively defend runs and passes. Kelly noted his roster doesn't include any other players quite like him. 
Going deep
LSU's vertical passing game could get a boost this week with the expected return of receiver Chris Hilton, who has yet to play this season because of a bone bruise in his ankle.
"We need Chris Hilton back, and this seems to be the week," Kelly said. "If we can add that vertical passing game, another element to it, I think it just makes it even better."

    


The Tigers' deep passing game got another boost last week from Kyle Parker, who made his first catch -- a 45-yard TD --- since hurting his elbow in Week 1. 
"He made the play, and that was one of the worst (celebration) dances that I've ever seen," Kelly said with a grin. "He looked like me dancing, so we're going to work on that next."
___
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            Oregon running back Jordan James (20) runs the ball against Idaho defensive back Andrew Marshall (7) during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Idaho, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Lydia Ely)
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            LSU defensive end Da'Shawn Womack (15) batts a pass by UCLA quarterback Ethan Garbers (4) in the first half of an NCAA college football game in Baton Rouge, La., Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 8 Oregon (3-0, 0-0 Big Ten) at UCLA (1-2, 0-1), Saturday, 11 p.m. ET (FOX)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Oregon by 25 1/2.
Series record: UCLA leads 40-32.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The Ducks will try to pick up their first Big Ten win in what they hope will be one of two visits to the Rose Bowl, which hosts a College Football Playoff quarterfinal on Jan. 1, 2025. After making changes on the offensive line, Oregon finally looked like a national title contender in a 49-14 romp over Oregon State. The Bruins will try to carry over the competitive fire from a 34-17 loss at No. 14 LSU. Given the strong local recruiting implications, even a good showing could do wonders for UCLA's rebuild under first-year coach DeShaun Foster.
KEY MATCHUP
Oregon RB Jordan James vs. UCLA LB Kain Medrano. The Ducks were much more effective in scoring touchdowns in the red zone against the Beavers, with James plunging in on runs of 4 and 1 yard. The junior finished with 86 yards on 12 carries, and that balance will be crucial for Oregon to live up to its lofty expectations. Medrano leads the Bruins in tackles (21) and tackles for loss (4), so the sixth-year senior will have to be disruptive again to give the defense chances to get off the field.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Oregon: Edge rusher Matayo Uiagalelei leads the team with two sacks. The gifted sophomore from Bellflower, California has done his part, but the Ducks pass rush as a whole has struggled with just seven sacks and is tied for 66th in the FBS. 




UCLA: WR Logan Loya got going with four receptions for 46 yards and a touchdown against LSU. He led the Bruins' modest passing game in 2023 with 59 receptions for 655 yards and five touchdowns, but a more productive Loya could help jumpstart a struggling offense.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Oregon has won 10 of its past 11 games against UCLA, with the lone loss coming in 2017. ... The Bruins offense has committed six turnovers, which led to 23 points. UCLA's three takeaways on defense have been turned into three points. ... UCLA is trying to avoid starting 0-2 in conference play for the first time since 2018. ... Oregon QB Dillon Gabriel leads the FBS having completed 84% of his passes. He is averaging 9.5 yards per attempt, which is tied for 15th. ... UCLA is 132nd out of 134 FBS teams in rushing offense (60.3). The Bruins have the fewest carries (68) of any team in the nation.
___
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Give it a couple of years and a clash between Boise State and Washington State will be a conference matchup with both as members of the Pac-12.
For now, it'll have to settle for simply being a critically important early non-conference meeting between regional rivals that could have ramifications come December.
"It's a big deal. It's a huge deal for the community and for our players, for our staff. I mean that's why you come to Boise State for opportunities like this," Boise State coach Spencer Danielson said.
The unbeaten Cougars will make the short trip south to face the 25th-ranked Broncos on Saturday night with both teams believing a win could be a springboard to bigger things.
Washington State (4-0) has already passed a couple of Power Four tests with wins over Texas Tech and rival Washington, and last week survived a wild Friday night on the Palouse with a double overtime win over San Jose State. That victory marked the first time since 1906-07 the Cougars started 4-0 in consecutive seasons.

    


Washington State coach Jake Dickert noted it was the first time since he became a head coach that the Cougars trailed in the fourth quarter and rallied to win. He's hoping that his team seeing a comeback like that happen can propel them forward.




"It says a lot to the culture. That was a culture win Friday night, no doubt about it," Dickert said. "They believed in each other. They kept pushing. The glue of those bonds and that trust kept rolling."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There is similar importance for the Broncos (2-1), who own one of the more impressive losses of the season falling at No. 8 Oregon in Week 2. Boise State became the final FBS team in the country to play a home game with last week's easy win over Portland State and while there is an entire Mountain West schedule still to play, the matchup with Washington State is marquee opportunity to boost its resume.

    


"We played three games and that's what I'm going to tell our team," Danielson said. "There's a lot of pub about this game and I get it. That's the reality of it. Huge game. College Football Playoff. Top 25. Blah, blah, blah ... it means nothing. We got to keep learning and growing. We have a huge opponent."
Heisman Chatter
The matchup features two of the biggest offensive stars early in the season. Boise State running back Ashton Jeanty is second in the country in yards rushing despite playing one less game than most others. Jeanty has 586 yards rushing through three games and has nine total touchdowns, more than 19 different teams. Jeanty also sat the second half of the easy win over Portland State.
"He's just a really talented football player and I don't know if there is a running back out there that is great without being behind a really good offensive line, too. These guys are moving people," Dickert said.
On the other side is Washington State quarterback John Mateer, one of the most potent dual-threat QBs in the country early in the season. Mateer is third in the country averaging 381.3 yards of total offense and accounting for 501 yards rushing and passing in the win over San Jose State. Mateer has thrown 11 TDs and rushed for five more.

    


Defense, Anyone?
While both offenses feature stars, the Boise State defense has been decidedly better to start the season. The Broncos haven't been great, giving up nearly 370 yards per game, but that's still better than the Cougars. Washington State is 132nd of 133 teams nationally in pass defense, allowing nearly 320 yards through the air. Each of the last three QBs to play against the Cougars has thrown for more than 300 yards.
The Cougars have made up for the leaky pass defense by forcing eight turnovers thus far.
Future Foes
Despite being separated by only 300 miles, this will be the first matchup between the schools since 2017 and just the seventh all-time.
They will become much more familiar with one another beginning in 2026 when the Broncos become members of the Pac-12. Boise State announced two weeks ago that it would be leaving the Mountain West to make the move to the Pac-12, joining the Cougars, Oregon State and fellow Mountain West departures Fresno State, San Diego State, Colorado State and Utah State.
___
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No. 20 Oklahoma State (3-1, 0-1 Big 12) at No. 23 Kansas State (3-1, 0-1), Saturday, 12 p.m. ET. (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Kansas State by 6. 
Series record: Oklahoma State leads 43-27. 
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Oklahoma State and Kansas State meet Saturday in a game that is crucial to remain in the hunt for the Big 12 title game. The Cowboys are coming off a tough loss to Utah, one of the favorites to win the league, while the Wildcats were embarrassed last week at BYU. Oklahoma State won a close game in Stillwater last season while the Wildcats blew out the Cowboys two years ago in Manhattan.
KEY MATCHUP
Kansas State QB Avery Johnson against the Oklahoma State defense, which gave up 456 yards to the Utes last week. Johnson had his worst game as a college quarterback against BYU, throwing for just 130 yards with no touchdowns and two interceptions. One of the picks deep in his own territory led to the Cougars scoring a touchdown at the end of the first half.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Oklahoma State: RB Ollie Gordon II returned this season with Heisman Trophy aspirations. But he was shut down by the Utes last week, carrying 11 times for 42 yards in the Cowboys' 22-19 loss. He has been held to 50 yards or less rushing each of the past three games.




Kansas State: RBs D.J. Giddens and Dylan Edwards have been tough to stop most of the season. Giddens has 93 yards rushing against BYU, though he also had a fumble that was returned for a score. Edwards only carried six times but had 41 yards.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Cowboys have won four of the past five in the series. .... Oklahoma State WR Brennan Presley has 252 career catches. He needs two to pass Justin Blackmon for second in school history. Rashaun Woods has the record with 293. .... The Cowboys forced three first-half turnovers last week against Oklahoma State. ... The Cowboys have not allowed an opponent to score on its opening drive this season. ... Oklahoma State's offensive line has allowed one sack all season. ... The Cowboys have won 86 straight games when they hold an opponent to 20 points or fewer, the longest active streak in the Football Bowl Subdivision. ... The Wildcats' 29-point loss to BYU was its largest since a 38-point loss to Texas in 2020. ... Kansas State has 139 wins in the Big 12, the most among current schools. Oklahoma State is second with 132.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/b70e1f1940c93881199c462d29948e36



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Philadelphia mayor reveals the new 76ers deal to build an arena downtown | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Philadelphia mayor reveals the new 76ers deal to build an arena downtown

    Philadelphia mayor reveals the new 76ers deal to build an arena downtown

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            FILE - Philadelphia Mayor Cherelle Parker speaks at at Philadelphia International Airport in Philadelphia, Feb. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            Evening traffic passes near the Chinatown neighborhood of Philadelphia, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- Philadelphia's mayor has revealed the terms of the deal negotiated with the city's pro basketball team for a new $1.3 billion arena downtown.
The agreement reached earlier this month calls for the Philadelphia 76ers to finance the entire project, with no city funding involved. There is, however, a provision that would let the NBA team make annual payments in lieu of taxes averaging $6 million per year. The agreement also calls for a $50 million investment in businesses, neighboring communities and the city's schools to blunt the project's impact, Mayor Cherelle Parker said during a news conference Wednesday night.
"I truly am proud having made this decision and negotiated an agreement that will definitely ensure that our Sixers are staying home right here in Philadelphia, where they should be," Parker said.
City officials also released drafts of the nine bills and two resolutions needed to authorize the project, including measures that allow the city to acquire the arena property and change zoning rules. Parker said her administration would hold a series of town halls in the coming months where residents could discuss concerns about the proposal.

    


Team owners say their planned "76 Place" project would improve a struggling retail corridor near City Hall and capitalize on the city's public transit. They also have vowed not to renew the lease on their current space, a circa 1996 arena in the city's South Philadelphia sports complex, when their lease runs out in 2031. 




The proposal has drawn significant opposition from activists in the city's Chinatown area, who fear it would disrupt or displace residents and businesses. They say the city has ignored concerns that the project will increase vehicle traffic in their pedestrian-friendly neighborhood and force vulnerable residents -- older people, low-income families and new immigrants -- to move out. Parker on Wednesday renewed her pledge to preserve the area, which is just over a block from the proposed arena site.

If ultimately approved by the City Council, demolition work in the area would begin in 2026 with construction starting two years later. Officials hope to open the arena in time for the 76ers' 2031-32 season.
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Maryland (3-1, 0-1 Big Ten) at Indiana (4-0, 1-0), Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (BTN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Indiana by 7. 
Series record: Indiana leads 7-5. 
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
This has already been a milestone season for the Hoosiers -- starting 4-0 for the eighth time, breaking single-game school records for scoring and total offense and positioning themselves to become the third team to go 5-0 in the program's 140-year history -- the first since 1967. Maryland is coming off a blowout win over Villanova and needs a victory to even its conference record after a deflating Week 2 loss at home against Michigan State.
KEY MATCHUP
Maryland's secondary vs. Indiana QB Kurtis Rourke. The Terrapins' pass defense held up last week and it will be essential to replicate that performance this week against Rourke and the high-scoring Hoosiers. Rourke has been completed 75.5% of his throws for 1,013 yards. He's tied for second in the Big Ten with eight TD passes and has two TD runs.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Maryland: Tai Felton. The fourth-year receiver has at least seven receptions and one TD catch in every game this season while topping the 100-yard mark in all four, too. After recording 14 catches, 157 yards and one TD last week, everyone -- including the Hoosiers secondary -- will be focusing on Felton this week.




Indiana: Offensive line. It has done an incredible job helping to keep coach Curt Cignetti's offense balanced with a stronger than anticipated ground game while keeping Rourke upright. The Hoosiers have allowed just two sacks through four games, a stark contrast from recent seasons, though Maryland will be this unit's second major test.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Maryland has won six of its last eight overall with the only losses coming late last season to Michigan and earlier this year against the Spartans. ... The Hoosiers finished 19 points short of returning to The Associated Press Top 25 since 2021. ... Felton's 41 receptions broke Frank Wycheck's previous school record (38) through four games, set in 1991. ... There was a 57-year gap between Indiana's first two 5-0 starts, in 1910 and 1967. If they win Saturday, it would be 57 years between their second and third such starts ... QB Billy Edwards Jr. is coming off his best game at Maryland, completing a school single-game record 88% (28 of 32) with a career high 328 yards and two TDs. ... Indiana has scored 202 points, the most through any four-game stretch in school history. ___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            SMU safety Ahmaad Moses (3) breaks up a pass intended for TCU wide receiver JP Richardson (7) during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Dallas. (Smiley N. Pool/The Dallas Morning News via AP)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


TCU (2-2, 0-1 Big 12) at Kansas (1-3, 0-1), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ESPN+)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Kansas by 1 1/2. 
Series record: TCU 26-9-4.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Two teams with big expectations this season instead are meeting with desperation setting in. TCU lost a one-point nailbiter to UCF before getting blown out 66-42 by SMU last weekend, while Kansas dropped three straight to Illinois, UNLV and West Virginia by a combined 13 points. The Jayhawks played their first two home games at Children's Mercy Park, the home of MLS club Sporting Kansas City, while their own stadium is being renovated. But their Big 12 games shift across the state line to Arrowhead Stadium beginning with TCU.
KEY MATCHUP
Kansas RB Devin Neal against the TCU run defense, which allowed Brashard Smith to run for 127 yards and three touchdowns and SMU pile up 238 yards on the ground in all last week. Neal has been a bright spot for an otherwise struggling Kansas offense, running for 443 yards with a 6.2 average and three touchdowns this season.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
TCU: WR Jack Bech shredded SMU's secondary last week, hauling in eight passes for 166 yards and two scores. He was able to get open thanks in part to a similarly stellar game from WR Eric McAlister, who had six catches for 114 yards and a touchdown.




Kansas: QB Jalon Daniels has struggled mightily this season, especially when it comes to decision-making and turnovers. He's thrown for 626 yards and four touchdowns, but he also has been sacked five times and thrown seven interceptions.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

TCU has won five straight and 10 of the last 11 in the series against Kansas. The lone win by the Jayhawks over that span was a 27-26 victory on Oct. 27, 2018, in Lawrence. ... TCU and Kansas have played four previous games in Kansas City, Missouri. The Horned Frogs won games in 1944 and '45 and the teams played to scoreless draws in 1946 and '47. ... TCU QB Josh Hoover has eight 300-yard passing games in 10 career starts. ... Horned Frogs WR Jack Bech has three 100-yard receiving games this season. He also has four catches of 43 yards or more. ... Jayhawks WRs Lawrence Arnold (2,036 yards) and Luke Grimm (2,014) each surpassed the 2,000-yard mark for receiving in their career last week. ... Jayhawks RB Devin Neal has run for at least 100 yards in seven of his past eight games. 
___
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            Michigan State quarterback Aidan Chiles (2) hands off the ball to running back Kay'Ron Lynch-Adams (15) during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Boston College, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Mark Stockwell)
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            Michigan State wide receiver Montorie Foster Jr. (3) reaches for a pass during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Boston College, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Mark Stockwell)
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            Ohio State receiver Jeremiah Smith, right, breaks away from the Marshall defense to score a touchdown during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)
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            Ohio State head coach Ryan Day shouts to his players during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Marshall, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        No. 3 Ohio State opens Big Ten play on the road at Michigan State

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Michigan State quarterback Aidan Chiles (2) hands off the ball to running back Kay'Ron Lynch-Adams (15) during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Boston College, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Mark Stockwell)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4

                                    
                                    Michigan State quarterback Aidan Chiles (2) hands off the ball to running back Kay'Ron Lynch-Adams (15) during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Boston College, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Mark Stockwell)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            Michigan State wide receiver Montorie Foster Jr. (3) reaches for a pass during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Boston College, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Mark Stockwell)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4

                                    
                                    Michigan State wide receiver Montorie Foster Jr. (3) reaches for a pass during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Boston College, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Mark Stockwell)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            Ohio State receiver Jeremiah Smith, right, breaks away from the Marshall defense to score a touchdown during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4

                                    
                                    Ohio State receiver Jeremiah Smith, right, breaks away from the Marshall defense to score a touchdown during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Ohio State head coach Ryan Day shouts to his players during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Marshall, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4

                                    
                                    Ohio State head coach Ryan Day shouts to his players during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Marshall, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 3 Ohio State (3-0) at Michigan State (3-1, 1-0 Big Ten), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (Peacock)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Ohio State by 23 1/2.
Series record: Ohio State leads 37-15.
WHAT'S AT STAKE
No. 3 Ohio State kicks off its Big Ten season with a prime-time game at Michigan State. The Buckeyes look to keep their momentum going after dominating nonconference foes Akron, Western Michigan and Marshall. Ohio State outscored the three 157-20 and did not allow any points in the second half. The Spartans are hoping to rebound from a 23-19 loss at Boston College. Michigan State gave up a 42-yard game-winning touchdown pass with 88 seconds left. The Buckeyes have won eight straight games against the Spartans since Michigan State upset No. 2 Ohio State in 2015.
KEY MATCHUP
Buckeyes rushing defense vs. Michigan State running game. Ohio State's rush defense is ranked seventh nationally, giving up only 66.7 yards per game and allowing only one rushing touchdown. Injuries to the offensive line have hampered the Spartans from developing a potent rushing attack, averaging only 153.8 yards per game. Michigan State's success in the running game will help keep the ball away from the Buckeyes' explosive offense that puts up 52.3 points per game.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Ohio State: RB Quinshon Judkins rushed for a season-high 173 yards last week against Marshall. In the process, the Ole Miss transfer topped 3,000 career rushing yards (3,061). Included was an 86-yard TD run, which tied for the third-longest in school history. He leads Ohio State with 336 rushing yards and five touchdowns, and now has a career total of 39 touchdowns.




Michigan State: DE Kris Bogle has played a big role in the Spartans' 3-1 start. He ranks tied for third in Big Ten with three sacks and is fifth with five tackles for a loss. Bogle had a team-high six tackles against Boston College and will be counted on to put pressure on Buckeyes QB Will Howard.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Since beating the Buckeyes in 2015, the Spartans have lost eight straight games to Ohio State and been outscored 313-75. ... Through their first four games, the Spartan defense ranks among the FBS leaders in sacks (tied for second with 15) and total defense (14th at 254.8 yards per game). ... The Spartans have beaten Ohio State 10 times when the Buckeyes entered the game ranked in the AP Top 25, including five times when the Buckeyes were ranked in the top five. ... Coach Ryan Day is 5-0 against Michigan State and his defense has allowed only 52 points in the five games. ... Michigan State will honor Mark Dantonio, the winningest coach in school history, with the National Football Foundation On-Campus Salute and add his name to the Spartan Stadium Ring of Fame during Saturday's game.
___
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ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) -- Texas A&M coach Mike Elko had some fun with his players about facing Arkansas for the last time as a scheduled neutral site opponent inside the home of the Dallas Cowboys.
The 24th-ranked Aggies will try to finish a run of dominance at AT&T Stadium against the alma mater of Cowboys owner Jerry Jones. It's the final game on the fertile recruiting ground of Dallas-Fort Worth before the schools switch to campus sites for the first time as Southeastern Conference foes.
"So I told our guys ... in kind of a joking manner, if you're a Cowboys fan, it's the last chance you get to go up there and play a game in Cowboys Stadium," Elko said of Saturday's meeting at the 80,000-seat venue with a retractable roof and giant video board hanging above the field.
"And if you're not a Cowboys fan, it's the last chance you get to beat Jerry Jones' team in Cowboys Stadium," said Elko, the first-year coach who was A&M's defensive coordinator in four meetings with Arkansas from 2018-21. "It works both ways, whether you like the Cowboys or not."

    


The schools signed a 15-year contract, and the Razorbacks (3-1, 1-0 SEC) won the first three meetings in Arlington starting in 2009, the year Jerry World opened. 




That was before the Aggies (3-1, 1-0) joined the SEC in 2012. Since then, Texas A&M is 11-1 in the series. The domination started with a home-and-home sweep, followed by six consecutive victories in Arlington and another in College Station during the pandemic-altered 2020 season. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Razorbacks ended a nine-game slide with a 20-10 victory three years ago. Six of their nine losses since 2014 have been one-score games, with three going to overtime.
"Gotta find a way to go finish the game," Arkansas coach Sam Pittman said. "I don't think it's a mystique about A&M or playing in Dallas or anything like that. I just think that we've got to figure out how to finish and hold on to the ball and just basic things you do in every game."

    


QB decision
Elko is hopeful quarterback Conner Weigman can play after missing the past two games with a sprained throwing (right) shoulder. But Marcel Reed is 2-0 as the starter.
Reed's first collegiate start was the 33-20 victory at Florida, which was followed by last week's 26-20 win over Bowling Green.
"I still think there's some progressions, reads, checks that he's still working through," Elko said. "I just think he's a young quarterback who gets better every time he takes snaps under center."
The Aggies are eighth nationally at 265 yards rushing per game, with running back Le'Veon Moss averaging 88.5 yards per game to Reed's 72.3. 
Up and down
Taylen Green's debut as Arkansas quarterback after three years at Boise State has been up and down. While he directs an offense that ranks eighth nationally at 524 yards per game, Green is completing just 54% of his passes with four touchdowns and four interceptions.
"Taylen's got to make good decisions," Pittman said. "But at the same time, we've got to get a lot better around him, especially in protections, for us to hit on all cylinders."

    


Keep it up
Both teams are trying to maintain momentum that has been building since early nonconference losses to ranked opponents. Arkansas, which lost at No. 20 Oklahoma State in Week 2, is coming off a 24-14 victory at Auburn. The Aggies opened with a home loss to 16th-ranked Notre Dame. The Razorbacks have a chance to go 2-0 in the SEC for the first time since 2006. 
Disruptive defenders
Texas A&M defensive back Marcus Ratcliffe has an interception in three consecutive games, including one in the end zone late against Bowling Green. Ratcliffe's three picks lead the SEC and are tied for second nationally. Arkansas DB TJ Metcalf had two interceptions, two pass breakups and a forced fumble against Auburn. He's the first to do that for the Razorbacks since 1999.
Fast start
Ja'Quinden Jackson leads the SEC at 118 yards rushing per game and has reached eight touchdowns in a season faster than any Arkansas running back since 1995. 
___
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            Purdue head coach Ryan Walters watches from the sideline during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Notre Dame in West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 5 | 
            Notre Dame quarterback Riley Leonard (13) goes over Purdue defensive back Markevious Brown (1) for a touchdown during the first half of an NCAA college football game in West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Purdue quarterback Hudson Card (1) throws against Notre Dame during the first half of an NCAA college football game in West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Illinois head coach Bret Bielema watches from the sideline during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Nebraska, Friday, Sept. 20, 2024, in Lincoln, Neb. (AP Photo/Bonnie Ryan)
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Nebraska (3-1, 0-1 Big Ten) at Purdue (1-2, 0-0), Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (Peacock)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Nebraska by 10. 
Series: Tied 6-6.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The Cornhuskers' perfect start ended with an overtime loss last week, which knocked them out of the Top 25. This week, they'll ask star freshman QB Dylan Raiola to help them rebound in his first road game -- at a sold out Ross-Ade Stadium that promises to be painted in red. Purdue has lost two straight and needs a win before playing back-to-back games at Wisconsin, where it has historically struggled, and at rival No. 19 Illinois.
KEY MATCHUP
Nebraska's ground game vs. Purdue's run defense. No, Nebraska hasn't adopted its old-school ground and pound theory -- yet this season. Perhaps that changes this weekend. After rushing for 50 yards in a 31-24 loss to then No. 24 Illinois, a temporary change could be coming. Purdue is allowing 269.0 yards rushing per game, the third-highest total in the FBS. Until Purdue proves it can stop the run, opponents are going to keep it on the ground.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Nebraska: LB John Bullock has played at an all-conference level so far, making a career-high nine tackles in back-to-back games. He also had a sack and forced a fumble to set up a 'Huskers TD last week against Illinois. Through four games, he leads the Huskers in tackles, has two sacks, four tackles for loss and three pass breakups.




Purdue: Hudson Card. The Boilermakers quarterback struggled against Notre Dame with an interception that was returned for a TD. Last week was even worse. He was 7 of 17 with a paltry 32 yards, one touchdown, another interception returned for a score all while dealing with several mistimed snaps.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Nebraska coach Matt Rhule won his first matchup against Purdue last year, but the Boilermakers have won four of the last six in the series while outscoring the 'Huskers 185-183. ... This will be the Cornhuskers' first road trip of the season. They were 1-4 on the road in 2023. They're 8-31 in one-possession games since 2018. ... Purdue is the only FBS team without a takeaway through the first four weeks. They had a bye in Week 2. ... Raiola threw for 297 yards and three TDs against the Illini, both season highs, last week for Nebraska. ... The Boilermakers have been outscored 104-28 in their last two games. ... The Cornhuskers' two-week run inside the Top 25 ended Sunday. It was their first Top 25 appearance since 2019. 
___
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This looks like one of the seasons where No. 12 Michigan goes as far as its running game and defense can take it.
That's not good news for Minnesota.
One week after giving up 272 yards and four touchdowns on the ground in a 31-14 home loss to Iowa, the Golden Gophers will be facing a Wolverines offense Saturday that is even better on the ground. Last week, Michigan put up 290 yards and three touchdowns in a 27-24 win over USC.
"We knocked each other off like bowling pins, and it just didn't look good. We've got to coach it a lot better," Minnesota coach P.J. Fleck said about the loss to the Hawkeyes.
Iowa tailback Kaleb Johnson was a huge matchup issue for the Golden Gophers, running for 206 yards and three scores, but Michigan has multiple big-play runners. Kalel Mullings was the star against USC, rushing 17 times for 159 yards and two touchdowns. He sprinted 63 yards late in the game to help seal the win.

    


Mullings wasn't even supposed to be the No. 1 back this season. Donovan Edwards was coming back after rushing for 1,488 yards and 12 touchdowns as Michigan went to the playoff in 2022 and won the national championship in 2023.




Edwards may have lost the No. 1 job to Mullings, but he's still a dangerous runner. Orji isn't bad, either. He only threw for 32 yards against USC, but he carried the ball 13 times for 43 yards.
Still, he knows his role.
"We have a great O-line and some otherworldly backs," Orji said. "It's great -- I hand it off, carry out my fake, and then look as No. 20 (Mullings) or No. 7 (Edwards) goes shrieking down the field."
Stopping by the Big House

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Minnesota quarterback Max Brosmer, a sixth-year player who transferred from New Hampshire and grew up in Georgia, was raised a die-hard Ohio State fan. That's where his dad went to college. So naturally, Brosmer learned to loathe the Wolverines when he was young.
"It's definitely interesting hearing 'Hail to the Victors' every single day of the week and throughout the whole practice," Brosmer said, referring to the Minnesota coaching staff's habit of playing opponent fight songs to motivate the players. "There's a lot of friction in my ears, for sure."

    


This will be Brosmer's first taste of a big-time college football environment with the visiting team, since the Gophers played their first four games at home. But everyone in maroon and gold will be getting their first Big House experience, because the Gophers have not traveled to Michigan Stadium since 2017. That's the longest gap between visits to a Big Ten foe in program history.
"It's something we all look forward to. It's a really cool environment. It's a historic environment in college football. You can't take it for granted. You don't get these opportunities very often," Brosmer said.
Scoring threat
Michigan cornerback Will Johnson already has more touchdowns this season (2) than any Wolverines receiver, and he has history against Minnesota. In last season's 52-10 win in Minneapolis, he picked off Athan Kaliakmanis's second pass of the game and returned it 35 yards for his first career TD.

    


This season, he scored on an 86-yard pick-6 against Fresno State and a 42-yarder against USC.
"He's such a special player," Michigan coach Sherrone Moore said. "He's a tremendous player who studies the game - he's always watching film and trying to get a competitive advantage. He knew what they were doing and jumped the route."
No room for error
Minnesota is seeking to avoid starting 0-2 in the Big Ten for the second straight year. Just getting to six wins for bowl eligibility will be a climb for the Gophers this season, with No. 13 USC on the schedule next week and the home finale against No. 9 Penn State sandwiched between three road games in November. Minnesota has lost its last four games against Michigan since taking the Little Brown Jug trophy home from Ann Arbor in 2014.
"When you don't play well in the Big Ten, period, you're going to get beat, and you better recover pretty quick, or you're going to get beat again," Fleck said.
___
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            Baylor head coach Dave Aranda looks on in the second half of an NCAA college football game against Colorado, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Boulder, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Brigham Young running back Sione I Moa (30) blows a kiss to the crowd after scoring a touchdown during an NCAA football game against Kansas St., on Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024 in Provo, Utah. (AP Photo/Tyler Tate)
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            Brigham Young quarterback Gerry Bohanon, center, kneels out the game after upsetting Kansas State during an NCAA football game on Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024 in Provo, Utah. (AP Photo/Tyler Tate)
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            Baylor wide receiver Hal Presley, left, pulls in a touchdown pass over Colorado cornerback DJ McKinney in the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Boulder, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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WACO, Texas (AP) -- BYU coach Kalani Sitake and Baylor's Dave Aranda had similar tasks this week coming off drastically different results going into another Big 12 game.
Both have to make sure that their teams, who meet Saturday, move past what happened in their league openers.
For the Bears (2-2, 0-1 Big 12), it was an overtime loss at Colorado after a "Hail Mary" completion on the last play of regulation and then a fumble in overtime that turned Aranda into a counselor as much as a coach.
"When you're cut wide open, you sit down, you bleed a little bit, and it's important to rise up and fight again," Aranda said. "We're a resilient bunch. The guys fight for what they believe in. I know they believe in us."
The No. 22 Cougars (4-0, 1-0) were unranked before scoring touchdowns on offense, defense and special teams for the first time since 1996 in a 38-9 win at home over then-No. 13 Kansas State, one of league's preseason favorites. They scored 17 points in the final 2 1/2 minutes of the first half, then turned an interception right after halftime into a TD before a 90-yard punt return for a score.

    


"Looking at the landscape of college football, teams have big wins and then it has this everlasting effect even into the next week," Sitake said. "We have to make sure that doesn't happen."




Allowing FGs, not touchdowns
BYU has played two power conference teams so far, and neither has scored a touchdown against the Cougars.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

K-State got into the red zone three times, and got only three field goals. That was after BYU won 18-15 at ACC newcomer SMU, which was held to five field goals after a nine-game home winning streak when the Mustangs had averaged more than 53 points a game.
The Cougars have allowed just 12.8 points and 269 total yards per game overall this season.
Martin still missing
Cougars running back LJ Martin, their leading rusher as a freshman last season, will miss his third consecutive game since an apparent leg injury in the first half at SMU on Sept. 6.

    


BYU has an open date after the Baylor game.
"I think we are counting on him taking advantage of the extra time that we can get and hopefully get him back by the sixth game," Sitake said. "We've got to make the best decision and take advantage of the extra time of healing for him."
Freshman Sione Moa led the Cougars in rushing against Kansas State with 76 yards and a touchdown on 15 carries.
On opposite sides
Right tackle Campbell Barrington is in his second year as a starter since transferring from BYU to Baylor to play there last season with older brother Clark, who had also previously been with the Cougars.
BYU backup quarterback Gerry Bohanon was the Baylor starter three years ago in Waco, when he threw for 231 yards and a touchdown for the Bears in a 38-24 win.
Bohanon lost the Baylor starting job during spring practice in 2022. He then transferred to South Florida and started seven games before a shoulder injury that required surgery, and missed all of last season before joining BYU this year.
Blake Shapen, who supplanted Bohanon and was the Baylor starter the last two years, transferred to Mississippi State and was the Bulldogs' starter before suffering a season-ending shoulder injury in their SEC opener last week.

    


Extra points
The Cougars had a 2-7 conference record in their Big 12 debut, and will try to match that win total in their second league game this season. ... Baylor has lost nine consecutive games against Top 25 teams since the end of 2021, when their Sugar Bowl victory over Mississippi made them 5-1 against ranked teams that season.
___
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            Clemson head coach Dabo Swinney greets fans during the Tiger Walk before an NCAA college football game against North Carolina State Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Clemson, S.C. (AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)
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            FILE - Stanford Cardinal wide receiver Elic Ayomanor (13) reacts after losing to the Sacramento State Hornets after an NCAA football game, Sept. 16, 2023, in Stanford, Calif. (AP Photo/Lachlan Cunningham, File)
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Stanford (2-1, 1-0 ACC) at No. 17 Clemson (2-1, 1-0), Saturday, 7 p.m. ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Clemson by 21 1/2.
Series record: Clemson leads 1-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Both teams look to continue their perfect starts to the ACC season. It's the second straight week the Cardinal have crossed the country for a league game after winning at Syracuse last week. Clemson has been one of the hottest offenses in the country, scoring 125 points in its past two victories over Appalachian State and N.C. State. 
KEY MATCHUP
Stanford's defense vs. Clemson QB Cade Klubnik. The Cardinal used two interceptions off Syracuse passer Kyle McCord, including a 71-yard pick six by Mitch Leigber in a 26-24 win over the Orange last week. Klubnik has been a revelation the past two games, accounting for 11 touchdowns (eight passing, three rushing) in the Tigers past two blowouts. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Stanford: LB David Bailey had two sacks, four tackles and forced a fumble in the win at Syracuse. Bailey was named ACC linebacker of the week for his performance. 
Clemson: RB Phil Mafah had his second straight game with 100 or more yards and third in past four games. Mafah has had long runs for touchdowns in the Tigers' past two victories. 




FACTS & FIGURES
Stanford and Clemson played just once, the Tigers winning 27-21 in the 1986 Gator Bowl. ... Clemson coach Dabo Swinney can reach 173 victories, tying the late Florida State great Bobby Bowden for most wins with an ACC school. ... This is the second of four Eastern time zone games the Cardinal will play this season. They also face Notre Dame and N.C. State later this season. ... Klubnik opened the scoring against N.C. State with a 55-yard TD run. It was the longest QB run since Trevor Lawrence went for a 67-yard score against Ohio State in 2019. ... Stanford became one of just three ACC teams to win their first-ever conference game on the road. Duke and Maryland accomplished that in 1953. ... Stanford is just the second team from California to play at Clemson's Death Valley after Long Beach State's 59-0 loss there in 1990. ... Stanford receiver Ismael Cisse has 19 receptions, the most by a freshman in the country so far. 
___
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            After his first game as head coach, Alabama's Kalen DeBoer, center, walks off the field after an NCAA college football game against Western Kentucky, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt)
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            Georgia head coach Kirby Smart looks on during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Kentucky, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Lexington, Ky. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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            Alabama's Jalen Milroe (4) thorws a pass during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Wisconsin Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Wisconsin's Chez Mellusi (1) fumbles as he is hit by Alabama's Malachi Moore (13) during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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It's still Alabama and Georgia, with all the made-for-TV trappings. Star quarterbacks. Stout defenses. Top 5 rankings and NFL prospects galore. 
All Saturday night's clash between the fourth-ranked Crimson Tide and second-ranked Bulldogs lacks is the make-or-break, elimination game-style magnitude. It's also minus the familiar story line of Kirby Smart vs. Nick Saban, protege vs. mentor. 
Whatever happens, the national and Southeastern Conference championship hopes of the loser will be damaged but hardly dashed. National showcase games are nothing new for either team.
"We've been on the national stage a lot, especially the last three to four years," Smart said. "So it's the reason kids want to come to Georgia. They say, 'I want to play in games like that.'"
It's September, not December or January when Georgia and Alabama customarily meet. And with the newly expanded College Football Playoff field, there's still little reason to doubt that both will be among the top 12 teams at the end of the season.

    


Lo and behold, Alabama is a home underdog for the first time since Nick Saban's debut season, 17 years ago. 




"Yeah, that's interesting," said Kalen DeBoer, Saban's first-year successor and a coach with a 12-2 record against ranked teams in his own right. "I actually didn't know that. Yeah, welcome to the SEC, right?"
Welcome to the SEC, indeed. 
Georgia still has to play No. 1 Texas, No. 5 Tennessee and No. 6 Mississippi. Alabama has the Volunteers, 11th-ranked Missouri and No. 14 LSU still on the docket.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Nothing will necessarily be decided in this one, but it's still Alabama-Georgia. 
Rare home underdog
Georgia is favored by 1-1/2 points, according to Betmgm Sportsbook. It's the first time Alabama has been the underdog at Bryant-Denny Stadium since LSU was a touchdown favorite in the 2007 game as Saban was just beginning to build what turned into a dynasty.

    


"Winning is hard," Alabama quarterback Jalen Milroe said. "You know, that's something that we embrace as a football team, is that winning is hard. One motto that we try to preach much as possible is prepare like you never won before. You know, that's so key. You've got to hate losing more than you love winning."
Tangling for titles
Titles have been on the line the last three times these two SEC powerhouses met. Alabama won the SEC Championship Game 27-24 last season to make the playoffs and bounce previously unbeaten Georgia from contention for a third straight national title, ending a 29-game win streak in the process. The Bulldogs won in the 2022 national championship game (33-18), which was a rematch from the 2021 SEC title game also won by Georgia 41-24.
Milroe vs. Beck
Alabama quarterback Jalen Milroe and Georgia's Carson Beck are no strangers to big games. This is Beck's eighth start against a Top 20 team, and his only loss as a starter came against the Tide. Milroe led Alabama to the win in last year's SEC Championship game and has accounted for 14 touchdowns already this season (eight passing, six rushing).
Neither he nor Beck has thrown an interception. 
Pedigreed coaches
Smart has led Georgia to a school-record streak of 42 consecutive regular-season wins, including 28 against SEC teams. The Bulldogs have won 16 straight in an opponent's home stadium, the longest active streak in the FBS. The last such loss: At then-No. 2 Alabama in 2020.

    


DeBoer hasn't been in a game like this with Alabama but is 4-1 against Top-10 foes at other stops. His streak of 12 consecutive wins over ranked teams was snapped in Washington's 34-13 loss to Michigan in last season's national championship game.
Trump visits
Big games tend to draw celebrities. This one is no exception, with former president and current Republican nominee Donald Trump among those scheduled to attend. Trump also attended the Alabama-Georgia national championship game to end the 2017 season. Alabama won 26-23.
Trump was at the Alabama-LSU game in 2019 in Tuscaloosa, won 46-41 by Joe Burrow and the Tigers.
DeBoer doesn't want his players getting sidetracked by celebrities at games. 
"But yeah, it is kinda cool to have a lot of people who want to come be part of the atmosphere and add to the excitement and energy that the game will bring," he said.
___
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Florida State (1-3, 1-2 ACC) at SMU (3-1, 0-0) Saturday, 8 p.m. ET (ACCN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: SMU by 5 1/2.
Series record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The buzz isn't quite what was expected for SMU's first Atlantic Coast Conference game. Before the inaugural ACC season for the Mustangs, Florida State was ranked 10th and had a 17-game winning streak in the regular season. The Seminoles barely avoided bringing an 0-4 record into Dallas, scoring a touchdown early in the fourth quarter of last week's 14-9 victory over California. SMU being favored helps illustrate that the Mustangs can be competitive in their return to a power conference after winning the American Athletic title last season. Plus, they're coming off a 66-42 victory over TCU.
KEY MATCHUP
SMU QB Kevin Jennings vs. Florida State's pass rush. The Mustangs switched the Jennings in a loss to BYU in Week 3 because he is more mobile than incumbent starter Preston Stone. SMU figures to stick with Jennings coming off his first start against TCU in part because the Seminoles are tied for seventh nationally with 13 sacks.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Florida State: QB D.J. Uiagalelei has yet to lead the offense to 300 yards total offense in a game in his Florida State debut coming off stints at Clemson and Oregon State. The Seminoles are 126th out of 133 FCS teams in offense at 276.5 yards per game.




SMU: RB Brashard Smith rushed for 127 yards and a career-best three touchdowns while adding 24 yards receiving with a TD against TCU. The Miami transfer had another career high with 190 all-purpose yards.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's not often one team plays its conference opener while the opponent plays a fourth league game. The Seminoles opened the season a week before most teams with a 24-21 loss to Georgia Tech in Dublin. Florida State's only nonconference game was a 20-12 loss to Memphis ... The Seminoles do still have one streak intact: They've won seven consecutive true road games. ... Florida State is facing a team making its ACC debut for the second week in a row following the win over Cal. ... The Mustangs had touchdown returns on an interception, a fumble and a punt against TCU. ... SMU's Collin Rogers entered the week tied for the national lead in field goals with 11. He has eight the past two weeks.
___
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EAST LANSING, Mich. (AP) -- Ohio State quarterback Will Howard grew up in Pennsylvania watching Big Ten football on television and Saturday he will finally get his first conference test when the third-ranked Buckeyes visit Michigan State.
"Man, I'm excited," said Howard, who transferred to Ohio State earlier this year after four seasons at Kansas State. "It's going to be a night game. It's going to be fun. It's going to be popping. I'm looking forward to it. I think it's a cool opportunity. The nonconference games were fun, but we know it gets real."
Howard expects the Buckeyes (3-0) to face their sternest test of the season against the Spartans (3-1, 1-0 Big Ten) after scoring an average of 52.3 points in victories over Akron, Western Michigan and Marshall.
"We got some things to try and get them confused, get them out of gaps," Howard said. "And I got all my faith in the O-line. And I think they're up for the challenge. I know it'll be probably the best (defensive) front that we've seen so far. But we go against the best front in the country every single day, and that helps our offensive line, and it helps all of us to just be ready for anything."

    


Among Bowl Subdivision teams, the Buckeyes are ranked fifth in total offense with 552 yards per game, third in scoring offense and 14th in both rushing and passing offense. Ohio State is ranked third in total defense.




"I think through three games, we've done some good things offensively, defensively, special teams," said Howard who has completed 51 of 74 passes for 795 yards six touchdowns and one interception this season. "There's obviously way more to clean up, and that's the exciting thing. We have so much more to get better at."
No panic

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After losing their first game -- in the final 88 seconds to Boston College -- and now facing a four-game gauntlet of Ohio State, Oregon, Iowa and Michigan, Michigan State coach Jonathan Smith said his players are staying calm.

    


"There's definitely not panic, at least in our building," Smith said. "At the same time, there's a sense of urgency. We want to be playing our best football at the end. We got to keep on improving. We had opportunity to win a game, but we also had opportunity to be sitting here at one and three. We've been able to finish on a field. The last game we didn't."
Not satisfied
Ohio State coach Ryan Day insists his players should not become too comfortable or overconfident despite their early season dominance.
"I don't feel good about anything," Day said. "That's just my mindset. Yeah, I don't. And that has to be everybody's mindset. You start to feel good about something and complacency can sneak up on you fast. So, no, nobody feels good about anything."
Staying the course
Even though his seven interceptions in the first four games are tied for the second-most in FBS, including three against Boston College, Aidan Chiles has not become frustrated as Michigan State's starting quarterback. 
"This team keeps me level-headed," Chiles said. "I feel I'm a level-headed guy. I really don't have much to be angry with. There's nothing I should get out of my emotions with. I know what I can be. I know what I can do and so does my team. So that's the biggest thing here.

    


"We just have to put it together as I said before. We're getting close to doing something big."
___
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North Carolina (3-1, 0-0 Atlantic Coast Conference) at Duke (4-0, 0-0), Saturday, 4 p.m. ET (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Duke by 3.
Series record: The schools differ. UNC says it leads 66-40-4, Duke says UNC leads 65-41-4.
What's at stake?
Duke has a chance to start 5-0 in a season for the first time since winning the first seven games of the 1994 season. UNC is reeling after giving up 70 points in a stunning home loss to James Madison after a 3-0 start. Both teams are looking to start league play with a win.
Key matchup
Duke's defensive front against UNC's offensive line. The Blue Devils have been aggressive up front under new coach Manny Diaz, who took over after a stint as Penn State's defensive coordinator. They rank tied for fourth nationally by averaging 3.75 sacks per game and No. 1 in the Bowl Subdivision by averaging 11.5 tackles for loss. The Tar Heels put up big offensive numbers in the JMU loss but had plenty of trouble blocking oncoming rushers against a team from the Sun Belt Conference.

    


Players to watch
UNC: RB Omarion Hampton. He's fifth in the country by averaging 138.8 yards on the ground and is tied for 11th by running for six touchdowns. He's the motor that powers UNC's offense.




Duke: WR Jordan Moore. He's the top target for Maalik Murphy with three touchdowns and two 100-yard outings in four games.
Facts & figures
The winner of this rivalry game gets the Victory Bell, a tradition that began in 1948. ... Duke has won six straight games overall dating to last season. ... UNC has won five straight meetings in the series and 13 straight meetings under coach Mack Brown, including an eight-year run (1990-97) during his first stint with the Tar Heels. The Blue Devils had beaten Brown's Tar Heels in 1988 and 1989. ... Duke has reached 5-0 or better only five times in its history. .... The 70 points UNC allowed to James Madison matched the most allowed by the Tar Heels in any game, leading to Brown later apologizing for emotional locker-room comments to the team that included him floating the idea of whether he is the best choice to remain as coach. 
___
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Mississippi State (1-3, 0-1 SEC) at No. 1 Texas (4-0, 0-0), Saturday, 4:15 pm ET (SEC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Texas by 38 1/2.
Series record: 2-2.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Texas makes its long-awaited SEC debut against a Bulldogs team that is beaten up and struggling under first-year coach Jeff Lebby. The Longhorns will be looking to make a statement worthy of No. 1 in its first SEC game. Coach Steve Sarkisian must decide if injured quarterback Quinn Ewers is healthy enough to play or start Arch Manning for a second consecutive game.
KEY MATCHUP
Mississippi State's defensive line vs Texas running back Jaydon Blue. The Bulldogs surrendered a whopping 262 yards rushing to Arizona State's Cam Skattebo, and 226 yards last week against Florida. Blue had a career game for Texas against Louisiana-Monroe last week with 124 yards rushing four total touchdowns.
PLAYERS TO WATCH
Mississippi State: Freshman quarterback Michael Van Buren will start in front of a road crowd of more than 100,000 against a Texas defense that has given up just two touchdowns and 22 total points this season. Van Buren is 7-of-13 passing for 100 yards with no touchdowns or interceptions in two appearances. Regular starter Blake Shapen was lost for the season with a shoulder injury.

    


Texas: Linebackers Anthony Hill Jr. and Liona Lefau have become the Longhorns' all-around playmakers on defense Hill is Texas' leading tackler and has two sacks and an interception. Lefau also has two sacks and recorded a safety last week. Look for Texas to unleash both as blitz pass rushers on Van Buren.




FACTS & FIGURES
Texas ranks No. 1 nationally in scoring defense and No. 5 in overall defense ... The Longhorns have seven interceptions this season, best in the SEC ... Mississippi State has scored in 48 consecutive games dating to Oct. 21, 2020.
___
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            Syracuse wide receiver Darrell Gill Jr. (82) runs with the ball against Stanford during an NCAA college football game against Syracuse in Syracuse, N.Y., Friday, Sept. 20, 2024. (Dennis Nett/The Post-Standard via AP)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Holy Cross (1-3) at Syracuse (2-1), Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (ACC Extra/ESPN+)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Syracuse by 28 1/2.
Series record: Syracuse leads 24-5.
What's at stake?
With the meat of its schedule approaching, Syracuse needs to shake off last week's disheartening, last-second home loss against Stanford. Anything less than a dominating effort against the FCS Crusaders will be cause for concern. Holy Cross will try to keep things reasonably close and hope for a moral victory before moving into Patriot League play.
Key matchup
Holy Cross may be able to keep it close for a half if the Crusaders' running game can make some plays against Syracuse's inconsistent rushing defense, which is 104th in the nation. Syracuse's offensive line versus the Crusaders front will be one to watch. Syracuse quarterback Kyle McCord was sacked four times against Stanford, and the running game managed just 26 yards. The Orange must show improvement in protecting their quarterback and opening up holes to gear up to face much tougher competition starting with UNLV on Oct. 4.

    


Players to watch 
Holy Cross: Linebacker Frankie Monte had a career-best 17 tackles, including 10 solo tackles, and a quarterback hurry against Yale. He can't do it alone but it will be interesting to see if he and his defensive crew can wreak some havoc to disrupt the Orange running game. 




Syracuse: Tight end Oronde Gadsden II was double covered during most of the Stanford outing, and had just two receptions for 12 yards. This is what the pre-season All-ACC selection can expect to see the rest of the way. How the Orange work him into the offense will be key, starting with the Crusaders.
Facts & figures

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Crusaders have forced 10 fumbles, recovered six and have two interceptions. ... Syracuse is 21-0 against FCS teams. ... McCord is just the third Syracuse quarterback to throw for 300 yards in three straight games. ... He's third in the nation and second in the ACC in passing yards per game. ... Syracuse is fourth in the nation in passing offense and 117th in rushing offense. ... In closing an opening schedule with four straight home games, the Orange hit the road for three straight outings before returning home to host Virginia Tech on Nov. 2. ... Monte earned Patriot League defensive player of the week honors. ... The Crusaders' three losses have been decided by a combined 11 points following a 38-31 loss to Yale last weekend. Their lone win was a 43-22 decision over Bryant two weeks ago.
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Northern Illinois (2-1) at N.C. State (2-2), Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (CW)
BetMGM College Football Odds: N.C. State by 6 1/2.
Series record: N.C. State leads 1-0.
What's at stake?
N.C. State could use a win after blowout losses to ranked Tennessee and Clemson teams. Northern Illinois is coming off its first loss in falling to Buffalo in the Mid-American Conference, which knocked the Huskies out of the AP Top 25.
Key matchup
Northern Illinois' defense against Wolfpack freshman QB CJ Bailey. The Huskies surrendered just 184 total yards in their loss and ranked 15th in the Bowl Subdivision in total defense (256.0 yards) while allowing just 17.3 points. The Wolfpack's offense has struggled to generate points in the two marquee losses, with the talented but inexperienced Bailey throwing for 204 yards and one score in his first career start against the Tigers. 
Players to watch
NIU: RB Antario Brown. He had a big day in the upset of Notre Dame (99 yards rushing, 126 yards receiving with a TD catch) and scored twice in last week's loss to Buffalo.

    


N.C. State: WR KC Concepcion. He's a big-play threat with a knack for getting to the end zone, but he hasn't scored a touchdown since racking up three in the season-opening win against Western Carolina of the Championship Subdivision.




Facts & figures
Wolfpack coach Dave Doeren began his head-coaching career at Northern Illinois. He led the Huskies in 2011 and 2012, including the first MAC title in program history and a 12-win season in his second year that included a trip to the Orange Bowl. Doeren left there to take over at N.C. State before the 2013 season. ... Bailey is the third true freshman to start at quarterback for N.C. State since the turn of the century. ... N.C. State won 41-14 in 1997 for the only other meeting in series history. ... Northern Illinois is 4-8 against Atlantic Coast Conference members, including wins at Boston College in 2023 and Georgia Tech in 2021. ... N.C. State OL Anthony Belton won't start after being ejected from the Clemson loss for spitting on a player. ... NIU was tied for third in preseason picks for the MAC, while N.C. State was picked fourth in the ACC.
___
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Kentucky (2-2, 0-2 SEC) at No. 6 Mississippi (4-0, 0-0), Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (ABC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Ole Miss by 17 1/2.
Series record: Ole Miss leads 29-14-1.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Are the Rebels for real? All signs point to yes. But they've faced only four utterly mismatched nonconference opponents in building a Southeastern Conference-record +198 scoring margin through four games (220-22). This is another chance to continue making that case as a potential playoff team and SEC contender. The Wildcats flirted with a win over then-No. 1 Georgia before losing 13-12. Now they hit the road for the first time this season hoping to pull off the upset this time.
KEY MATCHUP
The nation's leading passer Jaxson Dart faces a stingy Kentucky defense that has allowed only two passing touchdowns so far. Dart's 1,554 passing yards is the most by an SEC quarterback through four games since Tim Couch had 1,577 in 1998. Dart has passed for 12 touchdowns against just two interceptions and has a game-breaking receiver in Tre Harris. Kentucky defensive back Zion Childress has 17 tackles, including a team-high five for a loss. The Wildcats held Carson Beck and Georgia to 262 total yards.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Kentucky: QB Brock Vandagriff is going to have to have some success throwing the ball with the Wildcats facing the nation's top run defense. The Georgia transfer hasn't thrown for a touchdown since doing it three times in the opener against Southern Miss but is coming off a season-high 237 passing yards against Ohio.




Ole Miss: Harris is the nation's No. 2 receiver with 628 yards and four touchdowns on 38 receptions. He's coming off an 11-catch, 225-yard, two-TD performance against Georgia Southern.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Rebels are the first SEC team to have four straight games with 600 yards of total offense. ... Kentucky has held its first four opponents under 300 total yards, the Wildcats' longest streak since doing it five straight games in 2019. ... Kentucky's 50 points allowed marks the program's fewest through four games since the 2008 defense gave up just 22 points during that span. ... Ole Miss has outscored opponents by an average of 32.9 points during a 10-game winning streak at Vaught-Hemingway Stadium. ... Rebels coach Lane Kiffin is seeking his 100th career win. He's 99-49.
___
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            Iowa State head coach Matt Campbell watches from the sideline during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Arkansas State, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Ames, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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            Iowa State quarterback Rocco Becht (3) looks to pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game Arkansas State, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Ames, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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            Houston head coach Willie Fritz, right, reacts after Houston defensive back Jeremiah Wilson (20) intercepted a pass by Oklahoma during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Norman, Okla. (AP Photo/Alonzo Adams)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 18 Iowa State (3-0, 0-0 Big 12) at Houston (1-3, 0-1), Saturday, 7 p.m. ET (FS1)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Iowa State by 13 1/2.
Series record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Iowa State looks to open a season 4-0 for the first time since 2000, and Matt Campbell tries for his program-record 57th coaching win. He shares the record with Dan McCarney, who coached the 2000 team. It also is the Big 12 opener for the Cyclones. Houston will try to snap a four-game losing streak in Big 12 games and to prevent its first 1-4 start since 2004. The Cougars have lost four straight games to ranked teams, with their last win coming in a 44-37 win over No. 19 SMU on Oct. 30, 2021.
KEY MATCHUP
Iowa State's pass defense vs. Houston's quarterbacks. The Cyclones are best in the Big 12 against the pass and the Cougars are lacking confidence after getting shut out at Cincinnati last week. The Cyclones have intercepted five passes and have allowed just one passing touchdown. Houston coach Willie Fritz said Donovan Smith will start Saturday, but Zeon Chriss will also play as the Cougars look for a spark. Smith was 11 of 16 for 73 yards and an interception, while Chriss was 2 of 5 for 19 yards against Cincinnati.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Iowa State: RB Jaylon Jackson is emerging in an offense that likes to rotate backs. The Eastern Michigan transfer provided a spark against Iowa two games ago and he ran 10 times for 53 yards in last week's win over Arkansas State.




Houston: LB Michael Batton has become a major factor on the Houston defense. Batton leads the team in tackles with 29 and has three tackles for losses, including two sacks, which is tied for the team lead. He also has a fumble recovery this season.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Campbell is 56-48 in nine seasons at Iowa State and is the only coach with a winning record among those who stayed at least five years. ... Houston is 6-8 against ranked teams at home since TDECU Stadium opened in 2014. ... The Cyclones have converted 38 consecutive trips to the red zone. ... Houston ranks 24th nationally in total defense allowing 269.5 yards per game. ... ISU has won the turnover battle in all three of its games and is 35-9 under Campbell when doing so. ... ISU's Rocco Becht has two or more touchdown passes in seven straight games. ... ISU's Jayden Higgins has caught a TD pass in five straight games, tying the school record.
___
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Washington (3-1, 1-0 Big Ten) at Rutgers (3-0, 0-0), Friday, 8 p.m. ET (FOX)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Rutgers 1 1/2.
Series record: Washington leads 2-0. 
What's at stake?
Rutgers is looking for its first 4-0 start since 2012, when Kyle Flood took over after Greg Schiano left to coach Tampa Bay in the NFL. Schiano, who started his second stint in 2020 at the home of college football, now has four straight 3-0 starts. The Huskies will be making their first cross-country Big Ten road trip. It will be interesting to see how it affects them during a short week. They were impressive in their conference opener at home against Northwestern Saturday.
Players to watch
Washington: Transfer quarterback Will Rogers has completed 84 of 111 passes for 1,048 yards and eight touchdowns. The former Mississippi State player ranks ranks No. 1 in career attempts (1,987), completions (1,385), and completion percentage (.697) among active FBS players. He is No. 2 in passing yards (13,363) and TDs (102).

    


Rutgers: Tight end Kenny Fletcher. The converted defensive end had seven catches for 61 yards against Virginia Tech last weekend. It was the most catches by a Scarlet Knights tight end in a game since Tyler Kroft had eight at Central Florida in 2013. 




Facts & figures 
The Huskies' current eight-game road win streak is tied for the fourth-longest in the nation. ... Washington has won 16 straight conference games -- the first 15 in the Pac-12. The Huskies have not allowed a touchdown in three of the last four games. ... Jedd Fisch is in his first year as head coach for Washington. He was the head coach at Arizona the previous three seasons. ... The Huskies have turned the ball over twice. ... Rutgers ranks third nationally in first downs defense (43), sixth in time of possession (35:02), eighth in fewest average penalties (4.0) and ninth in rushing offense (255.7). ... Defending Big Ten rushing champion Kyle Monangai has run for 457 yards and five touchdowns, a 152.3 yard average. He was limited to a season-low 84 yards last week. ... Transfer Dymere Miller leads the team with 13 catches for 212 yards. Transfer quarterback Athan Kaliakmanis ranks 23rd nationally with 14.36 yards per completion. ... The offense has allowed three sacks. ... CB Robert Longerbeam sealed the win over the Hokies with an interception with 1:24 to play. 
___
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                    Wake Forest quarterback Hank Bachmeier (9) looks to pass as Mississippi defensive tackle JJ Pegues (89) closes in during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Winston-Salem, N.C., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Chuck Burton)
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Louisiana-Lafayette (2-1) at Wake Forest (1-2), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ACC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Wake Forest by 3 1/2.
Series record: First meeting.
What's at stake?
Wake Forest is coming off an open week that allowed the Demon Deacons to regroup from home losses to Virginia and highly-ranked Mississippi. The Ragin' Cajuns are coming off a home loss to Tulane after a 2-0 start.
Key matchup
Wake Forest QB Hank Bachmeier against Louisiana-Lafayette's defense. Bachmeier has had some quality outings since taking over the starting role, notably with 403 yards in the Virginia loss. He has thrown four touchdown passes with no interceptions in three games, but he's been sacked nine times in the past two losses. Louisiana-Lafayette is second only to Ohio State in fewest first downs allowed (42) nationally and 21st in total defense (266.7 yards).
Players to watch
Louisiana-Lafayette: QB Ben Wooldridge. He has thrown for 735 yards with six touchdowns and three interceptions in his first three starts this season. He's also run for two touchdowns.

    


Wake Forest: RB Demond Claiborne. He brings burst and pop to the running game, but is coming off a tough outing (20 yards on 11 carries) in the Ole Miss loss. 




Facts & figures
Louisiana-Lafayette is starting a stretch with four of five games on the road. ... Wake Forest is 18-6 in nonconference play over the past six years, with that win percentage (.750) trailing only Duke (18-5, .782) in that time. ... Wake Forest allowed 430 yards in a 31-30 loss to Virginia and 649 yards in a 40-6 loss to Ole Miss. ... The Ragin' Cajuns are 1-3 against current Atlantic Coast Conference schools, splitting games against Miami in 1929 and 1930 before falling to Pittsburgh in 1997 and Florida State in 2022. ... Louisiana-Lafayette has been flagged for a national-low nine accepted penalties this season, two better than any other team. The Ragin' Cajuns are third nationally for fewest penalty yards per game (20.0), behind only Wisconsin (17.7) and Kent State (18.0). ... Wake Forest defensive end Jasheen Davis is fourth in program history with 21.0 sacks, with Duke Ejiofor (2014-17) next up on the list with 23.5. ... Louisiana-Lafayette was picked to finish third in its Sun Belt Conference division, while Wake Forest was picked 15th out of 17 teams in the newly expanded ACC.
___
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            Auburn quarterback Payton Thorne looks to throw a pass during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Arkansas, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Auburn, Ala. (AP Photo/Butch Dill)
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No. 21 Oklahoma (3-1, 0-1 SEC) at Auburn (2-2, 0-1), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ABC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Oklahoma by 2-1/2.
Series record: Oklahoma leads 2-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Both teams are seeking answers at quarterback and their first Southeastern Conference win. Auburn is trying to keep its season from continuing to spiral while the Sooners are nursing hopes of league and playoff contention despite a 25-15 loss to No. 5 Tennessee. The Sooners are turning to quarterback Michael Hawkins Jr. for his first career start and their first road game as an SEC member. 
KEY MATCHUP
Coaches constantly cite the importance of turnovers forced and committed, and it's certainly something to watch in this one. The Sooners are tied for the national lead with 12 forced turnovers, including an FBS-best eight fumble recoveries. Turnovers have been Auburn's nemesis in both losses and the Tigers' minus-10 turnover margin is tied for 131st among 133 FBS teams. Both quarterbacks have been interception-prone in the losses, and coach Hugh Freeze hasn't said whether he'll start Payton Thorne or Hank Brown. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Oklahoma: Hawkins replaced former five-star recruit Jackson Arnold during the loss to Tennessee. He passed for 132 yards and a touchdown and ran for 22 yards in the second half of that game, when the Sooners outscored the Volunteers 12-6. The Tigers have struggled to defend quarterbacks who can run.




Auburn: RB Jarquez Hunter has been a solid weapon for the Tigers but may need to play an even bigger role with the quarterbacks struggling. He has run for 340 yards and two touchdowns, while his average of 7.1 yards per carry ranks second best in the league.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's the first time Auburn and Oklahoma have met in the regular season. The Sooners won both previous meetings in Sugar Bowl matchups, 40-22 in 1972 and 35-19 in 2017. ... A top-ranked Oklahoma team beat Alabama 20-13 in 2003 on the Sooners' only previous trip to the state. ... Auburn WR KeAndre Lambert-Smith ranks second nationally in yards per reception (28.17). His five receiving touchdowns lead the SEC and are tied for fourth nationally. ... Oklahoma has won 34 of its last 41 road games (83%) against unranked opponents dating to the 2010 season. ... Sooners coach Brent Venables was defensive coordinator on Clemson teams that went 3-0 against Auburn. ___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Virginia Tech (2-2, 0-0 ACC) at No. 7 Miami (4-0, 0-0), Friday, 7:30 p.m. ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Miami by 19 1/2.
Series record: Miami, 25-15.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
It's the ACC opener for both teams, as they enter their 21st year in the conference. Miami has a chance to open 5-0 and potentially move even higher in the AP Top 25, while Virginia Tech gets the opportunity to bounce back following a loss to Rutgers last week and possibly build some real momentum.
KEY MATCHUP
Miami QB Cam Ward vs. Virginia Tech's secondary. This one should be a very good battle. The Hokies have given up an average of 160 yards per game through the air thus far, while Ward has thrown for at least 300 yards in each of Miami's first four games and enters the week leading the nation with 14 touchdown throws.
PLAYERS TO WATCH
Virginia Tech: RB Bhayshul Tuten has posted three consecutive 100-yard games (he's averaging 119 yards rushing per game in that span) and needed only 15 carries to pile up 122 yards last week against Rutgers.

    


Miami: The entire defense. Really, it's getting impossible to pick a defensive player of the week for the Hurricanes. Defensive coordinator Lance Guidry has the group flying, and that's even with star lineman Rueben Bain having missed all but a few plays of the opener against Florida. Bain is nearing a return.




FACTS & FIGURES
In ACC openers, Virginia Tech is 15-5 (with four straight wins) and Miami is just 10-10 (with three straight losses). ... Miami has won three in a row over the Hokies. The Hurricanes haven't had a longer run of wins against Virginia Tech since going 12-0 to start the series from 1953 through 1994. ... Virginia Tech will try to avoid a third consecutive 2-3 start. In 31 seasons between 1991 and 2021, the Hokies were under .500 after five games only three times. ... Miami could be 5-0 at the end of September for the first time in program history. The Hurricanes have played at least five games before Oct. 1 on six other occasions (they went 4-2 in 1984; 4-1 in 2007, 2012 and 2018; 3-2 in 2014; and 2-3 in 2021). ... Miami's Mario Cristobal -- who celebrated his 54th birthday on Tuesday -- is seeking what would be the first 5-0 start to a season in his 13 years as a head coach, counting his previous stops at FIU and Oregon.
___
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Arkansas (3-1, 1-0 SEC) vs. No. 24 Texas A&M (3-1, 1-0), at AT&T Stadium, Arlington, Texas, Saturday 3:30 p.m. ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Texas A&M by 4 1/2.
Series record: Arkansas leads 42-35-3.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The final scheduled neutral site meeting at the home of the Dallas Cowboys is a chance for both teams to continue building momentum following early nonconference losses to ranked opponents. Arkansas lost in overtime at No. 20 Oklahoma State in Week 2. Texas A&M fell at home to 16th-ranked Notre Dame in its opener. The Razorbacks have a chance to go 2-0 in the SEC for the first time since 2006. The Aggies are 11-1 against Arkansas since joining the SEC in 2012.
KEY MATCHUP
The Texas A&M run game vs. the Arkansas rushing defense. The Aggies are eighth nationally at 265 yards rushing per game. Juniors Le'Veon Moss and Amari Daniels share duties out of the backfield, but the Aggies added another dimension with the emergence of dual threat redshirt freshman QB Marcel Reed. Moss is averaging 88.5 yards per game to Reed's 72.3. Reed could make his third start, but coach Mike Elko said he's hopeful Conner Weigman can play after spraining his throwing shoulder in the opener and aggravating the injury in practice. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Arkansas: RB Ja'Quinden Jackson leads the SEC at 118 yards rushing per game and has reached eight touchdowns in a season faster than any Arkansas back since 1995. The Utah transfer scored twice in last week's 24-14 victory at Auburn. 




Texas A&M: DB Marcus Ratcliffe has an interception in three consecutive games, including one in the end zone late in last week's tougher-than-expected 26-20 victory over Bowling Green. Ratcliffe's three picks lead the SEC and are tied for second nationally.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The schools agreed to a 15-year deal to play at the home of the Cowboys starting in 2009, the year AT&T Stadium opened. There was a home-and-home interruption in 2012-13, and they played in College Station during the pandemic-altered 2020 season. The Razorbacks won the first three Arlington meetings, but the Aggies have taken eight of the nine since then. ... Arkansas is second nationally in rushing touchdowns with 17. ... The Texas A&M defense is second in the SEC and tied for eighth nationally with six interceptions. ... Arkansas DB TJ Metcalf had two interceptions, two pass breakups and a forced fumble against Auburn. He's the first to do that for the Razorbacks since 1999. ... . Reed is the first Aggie QB to throw for two touchdowns and rush for at least 80 yards in consecutive games since Johnny Manziel in 2012.
___
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The Oklahoma Sooners and Auburn Tigers both are trying to bounce back from 10-point losses in their Southeastern Conference openers where turnovers proved costly and backup quarterbacks were called upon in the second half.
The similarities don't go much beyond that.
Coach Brent Venables has already said the 21st-ranked Sooners (3-1, 0-1 SEC) are turning to freshman quarterback Michael Hawkins Jr. for his first college start Saturday against the Tigers (2-2, 0-1).
Hawkins replaced former five-star recruit Jackson Arnold in the second half of that 25-15 loss to Tennessee and the Sooners did close the gap. Arnold had three first-half turnovers.
"We didn't want it to hang over anyone's head and have speculation kind of create an additional story," Venables said. "Mike's a really talented guy, can really spin it. Makes quick decisions and is really athletic.

    


"Still believe in Jackson. It's just the right thing to do in this moment."
Auburn coach Hugh Freeze has bigger problems. He had already benched starter Payton Thorne after a four-interception game in a loss to California. He then called on second-year freshman Hank Brown against New Mexico and Arkansas but benched him after three first-half interceptions in the 24-14 loss to the Razorbacks.




He hasn't said who's starting this one, but the more experienced Thorne had a solid second half.
"What really went into that decision was that I experienced that two weeks earlier and I wasn't going to continue down that road," Freeze said. "It has nothing to do with my confidence in Hank. But in that moment, our team needed something else to try to give us a shot."
Sooners quarterback situation

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hawkins provided the Sooners with a second-half spark, passing for 132 yards and a touchdown and rushing for 22 yards. The four-star prospect out of Dallas is a dual-threat quarterback, and Auburn struggled to stop the runs of Arkansas's Taylen Green.

    


Auburn's worse quarterback situation
It's not clear either Thorne or Brown is going to be good enough to help the Tigers have a strong SEC record. Thorne has more experience and is a better runner, but it will likely come down to who is deemed less likely to lose the game with mistakes.
Turnover battle

Oklahoma is adept at forcing turnovers and Auburn is prone to committing them. The Sooners are tied for the national lead with 12 takeaways, including an FBS-best eight forced fumbles. Auburn has thrown eight interceptions and lost six fumbles, ranking next-to-last nationally in turnover margin.
"It's sickening, truthfully, to know that you're averaging almost 7 yards a rush and creating explosive plays and not scoring the points that should come with what those stats say," Freeze said. "But I've never been (on) any team that turned the football over and won football games."
Top transfer targets
Both teams lean heavily on transfer receivers in their passing game. Oklahoma's Deion Burks, a Purdue transfer, has 26 catches, the most by any player in their first four games with the Sooners. He has gained 201 yards with three touchdowns.
Penn State transfer KeAndre Lambert-Smith is leading Auburn with 12 catches for 338 yards and an SEC-leading five touchdowns.

    


Rare meeting
Both previous Oklahoma-Auburn matchups have come in the Sugar Bowl. The third-ranked Sooners won 40-22 to end the 1971 season against the fifth-ranked Tigers. No. 7 Oklahoma ended Bob Stoops' tenure with a 35-19 win over No. 17 Auburn to finish off the 2016 season.
The Sooners' only other game in the state of Alabama ended with Stoops' top-ranked team beating the Alabama Crimson Tide 20-13 in 2003.
___
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden is expected to sign an executive order on Thursday that aims to help schools create active shooter drills that are less traumatic for students yet still effective. The order also seeks to restrict new technologies that make guns easier to fire and obtain.
The president has promised he and his administration will work through the end of the term, focusing on the issues most important to him. Curbing gun violence has been at the top of the 81-year-old president's list. 
He often says he has consoled too many victims and traveled to the scenes of too many mass shootings. He was instrumental in the passage of gun safety legislation and has sought to ban assault weapons, restrict gun use and help communities in the aftermath of violence. He set up the first office of gun violence prevention headed by Vice President Kamala Harris. 

    


Both Biden and Harris were to speak about the scourge of gun violence during an afternoon event in the Rose Garden.
The new order directs his administration to research how active shooter drills may cause trauma to students and educators in an effort to help schools create drills that "maximize their effectiveness and limit any collateral harms they might cause," said Stefanie Feldman, the director of Biden's office of gun violence prevention. 




The order also establishes a task force to investigate the threats posed by machine-gun-conversion devices, which can turn a semi-automatic pistol into a fully automatic firearm, and will look at the growing prevalence of 3D-printed guns, which are printed from an internet code, are easy to make and have no serial numbers so law enforcement can't track them. The task force has to report back in 90 days -- not long before Biden is due to leave office. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Overall, stricter gun laws are desired by a majority of Americans, regardless of what the current gun laws are in their state. That desire could be tied to some Americans' perceptions of what fewer guns could mean for the country -- namely, fewer mass shootings.

    


Gun violence continues to plague the nation. Four people were killed and 17 others injured when multiple shooters opened fire Saturday at a popular nightlife spot in Birmingham, Alabama, in what police described as a targeted "hit" on one of the people killed. 
As of Wednesday, there have been at least 31 mass killings in the U.S. so far in 2024, leaving at least 135 people dead, not including shooters who died, according to a database maintained by The Associated Press and USA Today in partnership with Northeastern University.

The order was praised by gun-control groups, but criticized by Randy Kozuch, executive director of the NRA Institute for Legislative Action, who said the order was "just one more attempt by the Biden-Harris Administration to deflect attention from their soft-on-crime policies that have emboldened criminals in our country."
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- As Donald Trump hits the homestretch of his White House run, the former president's lawyers are heading to a New York appeals court in a bid to overturn a civil fraud judgment that could cost him nearly $500 million.
The Republican presidential nominee has given no indication that he plans to attend Thursday's arguments before a five-judge panel in the state's mid-level appellate court in Manhattan. The hearing is scheduled to start at noon and is expected to be streamed online.
Trump is asking the court to reverse Judge Arthur Engoron's ruling in February that he lied about his wealth on paperwork given to banks, insurers and others to make deals and secure loans. The verdict cut to the core of Trump's wealthy, businessman persona.
Trump has decried the outcome in New York Attorney General Letitia James' lawsuit against him as "election interference" and accused Engoron of punishing him for "having built a perfect company." His lawyers contend the verdict was "grossly unjust" and should be reversed.

    


They contend some allegations should have been barred by the statute of limitations and that the state shouldn't be policing private business transactions. They have also complained about Engoron's handling of the case, accusing the judge of "tangible and overwhelming" bias and exceeding his authority.




State lawyers argue there is ample evidence to support the verdict and that Trump's appeal is based on meritless legal arguments, many of which Engoron and the Appellate Division have rejected before.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

D. John Sauer, who successfully argued Trump's presidential immunity case before the U.S. Supreme Court, will argue on his behalf. Judith Vale, New York's deputy solicitor general, will argue on behalf of James' office.
Ruling after a 21/2-month trial, Engoron found that Trump had padded his net worth by several billion dollars on annual financial statements by overvaluing assets including his golf courses and hotels, Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida and Trump Tower penthouse in Manhattan.

    


Trump and his co-defendants are also challenging Engoron's decision to rule, even before testimony had begun, that the state had proven that Trump had fraudulently inflated his financial statements. The judge ordered Trump and the other defendants to pay $363.9 million in penalties -- a sum that has now grown with interest to more than $489 million.
Trump posted a $175 million bond in April to halt collection of the judgment and prevent the state from seizing his assets while he appeals. The bond guarantees payment if the judgment is upheld. If Trump wins he'll get the money back.
The Appellate Division typically rules about a month after arguments, meaning a decision could come before Election Day. The court could either uphold the verdict, reduce or modify the penalty or overturn Engoron's verdict entirely.

If either side doesn't like the outcome, it can ask the state's highest court, the Court of Appeals, to consider taking the case. Trump has vowed to fight the verdict "all the way up to the U.S. Supreme Court if necessary."
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            FILE - Former U.S. President Donald Trump attends the closing arguments in the Trump Organization civil fraud trial at New York State Supreme Court in New York, Jan. 11, 2024. (Shannon Stapleton/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump arrives for a campaign rally, July 13, 2024, in Butler, Pa. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        A new mystery firm enters Trump's orbit, rekindling criticism of his presidential campaign spending

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            FILE - Former U.S. President Donald Trump attends the closing arguments in the Trump Organization civil fraud trial at New York State Supreme Court in New York, Jan. 11, 2024. (Shannon Stapleton/Pool Photo via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3

                                    
                                    FILE - Former U.S. President Donald Trump attends the closing arguments in the Trump Organization civil fraud trial at New York State Supreme Court in New York, Jan. 11, 2024. (Shannon Stapleton/Pool Photo via AP, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump dances after speaking at a campaign event Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024, in Savannah, Ga. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3

                                    
                                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump dances after speaking at a campaign event Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024, in Savannah, Ga. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump arrives for a campaign rally, July 13, 2024, in Butler, Pa. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3

                                    
                                    FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump arrives for a campaign rally, July 13, 2024, in Butler, Pa. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            RICHARD LARDNER

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Launchpad Strategies was incorporated less than a year ago and has since received $15 million from Donald Trump's election fundraising machine. 
For what is mostly a mystery. Campaign finance records indicate the limited liability company was hired to provide online advertising, digital consulting and fundraising. On its website, the firm boasts it is a "full-service Republican digital agency run by expert strategists."
Yet, those expert strategists aren't identified. An online contact form does not appear to work. And business registration records in Delaware provide no clues as to who owns or runs the firm. The campaign's checks are sent to a P.O. Box in North Carolina. 
Campaign finance experts said Launchpad Strategies was built for anonymity and is the latest example of how the Trump campaign has used secretive businesses to obscure its spending from the public.

    


"The Trump campaigns sort of exhibit a lot of the patterns of behavior that we've become accustomed to with Trump and his associates," said Michael Kang, a law professor at Northwestern University. "There does seem to be some kind of self-dealing in a lot of what they do when it comes to their financial matters."




Launchpad is not alone
An Associated Press review of Federal Election Commission records shows that more than $876 million moved through Trump's campaigns and pro-Trump fundraising committees over the past nine years to six limited liability companies, including Launchpad Strategies. The filings meet the minimum disclosure requirements, yet the final recipients of the cash are unknown.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The $15 million paid to Launchpad Strategies is a fraction of the huge sums spent during presidential elections. But the lack of transparency makes it impossible to know if money donated by Trump's supporters was spent wisely or could be personally benefiting the former president's aides and allies.

    


The AP was not able to identify a representative for Launchpad Strategies from whom to seek comment. The Trump campaign did not respond to questions about Launchpad Strategies or the other such companies it has paid. But its attorneys have argued previously in a federal filing that campaigns and fundraising committees are rarely required to itemize the "ultimate payees" of a contractor's expenses. 
While other political campaigns have relied on vendors with hazy origins, Trump's operation has set its "own standard in terms of doing it far more than anyone else," said Saurav Ghosh of the nonpartisan Campaign Legal Center, which advocates rigorous enforcement of campaign finance law.
The payments to Launchpad Strategies have evoked earlier allegations the Trump campaign subverted federal rules designed to prevent candidates from concealing how they spend donor dollars.
FEC not likely to take action
But the government agency that enforces federal campaign finance laws is unlikely to do much about it.
A deep ideological divide among the FEC's commissioners has stymied almost 30 investigations recommended by agency lawyers of accusations Trump's campaign broke the rules. One closed complaint alleged two of the limited liability companies were used to mask millions of dollars in payments to Trump family members or vendors controlled by campaign staff.

    


The FEC's evenly divided structure and a polarized political environment have paralyzed the agency at a time when presidential and congressional elections are awash in money. The Supreme Court's 2010 Citizens United ruling opened the floodgates of election spending and raised the potential for misconduct. Yet no more than three of the FEC's six commissioners can be from the same political party, leading to frequent gridlock.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


FEC attorneys, for example, have advised commissioners to investigate 29 of the 59 complaints against the Trump campaign or his fundraising committees, according to a tally maintained by FEC Commissioner Ellen Weintraub, a Democrat. The agency pursued none of them.
The dysfunction, according to campaign finance experts, has given political campaigns the green light to ignore the transparency voters need to make informed decisions.

    


"It's hard to know if a secretive group like Launchpad is doing anything improper, and it's unlikely that the current Republican FEC commissioners would approve an investigation to find out," said Michelle Kuppersmith, executive director of the Campaign for Accountability, a government watchdog group. "By repeatedly stonewalling merited complaints, they've made it clear that they have no interest in taking a closer look at any campaign activity tied to Donald Trump."
The Trump campaign is not the only one to employ opaque firms. President Joe Biden's presidential campaigns paid $522 million to a Georgia company called Media Buying & Analytics LLC. Its current address is a UPS mailbox at an Atlanta strip mall. Vice President Kamala Harris took over Biden's campaign account when he dropped out of the race in July.

    


Unlike Launchpad Strategies, however, Media Buying & Analytics left digital fingerprints. A Federal Communications Commission form linked the company to Canal Partners Media, an established firm aligned with the Democratic Party.
Bobby Kahn, president of Canal Partners Media, acknowledged CPM owns Media Buying & Analytics and said the company was formed to handle the heavy accounting and paperwork load of a presidential campaign. Both companies are independent of their clients, he said.
Documents shed light on how one opaque company operated
Before Launchpad Strategies' stealthy entry into Trump's orbit, FEC records and a congressional transcript provide insights into how two of these limited liability companies operated. 
Former 2020 Trump campaign manager Brad Parscale, assisted by campaign attorneys, established American Made Media Consultants in Delaware just after his appointment to the post to relieve him of time-consuming political advertising duties. He picked a campaign finance official named Sean Dollman to run the company, according to an interview Dollman had with House Jan. 6 committee investigators.
The campaign would at times tell him which subcontractors to hire, Dollman said. One of them was Phunware, a financially troubled Texas cellphone app developer that had built ties to Parscale. 
The Trump campaign promoted Dollman to chief financial officer in early 2020 while he was still in charge of American Made Media. His salary would grow to $40,000 a month as more money flowed to the company for advertising-related work. Dollman did not respond to messages seeking comment. 
FEC filings show Trump's campaign paid American Made Media $782 million.
The Campaign Legal Center lodged a complaint with the FEC in July 2020 alleging American Made Media functioned as a "conduit" to conceal transactions with people "under the direction and control of the campaign."
The center also accused the Trump campaign and the Make America Great Again fundraising committee of "routing campaign staff salary payments" through Parscale's political consulting firm, Parscale Strategy. Two of the recipients were Lara Trump, the former president's daughter-in-law, and Kimberly Guilfoyle, a lawyer who was dating Donald Trump Jr.
The Trump campaign derided the complaint as a "headline-seeking publicity stunt," according to its response to the FEC. 

But FEC attorneys determined the allegations had merit. In April 2022, they recommended the FEC's commissioners approve a formal investigation based on a "reason to believe" campaign finance law may have been violated.
Votes from at least four of the six commissioners are required to move ahead with an investigation. They split, 3-3, killing the probe.
___
Associated Press data journalist Aaron Kessler in Washington contributed to this report.
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            Former New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani, attends the 9/11 Memorial ceremony on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump greets Rudy Giuliani while attending the 9/11 Memorial ceremony on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            FILE - Rudy Giuliani speaks during a news conference outside federal court in Washington, Dec. 15, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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            FILE - Rudy Giuliani speaks during a news conference outside federal court in Washington, Dec. 15, 2023. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Former New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani was disbarred in Washington on Thursday, months after he lost his law license in New York for pursuing false claims that then-President Donald Trump made about his 2020 presidential election loss.
The brief ruling from Washington D.C.'s appeals court said Giuliani did not respond to an order to explain why he should not be disbarred in Washington after he was in New York last summer.
Ted Goodman, a spokesperson for Giuliani, called the decision "an absolute travesty and a total miscarriage of justice." Giuliani has argued that he believed the claims he was making on behalf of the Trump campaign were true.
"Members of the legal community who want to protect the integrity of our justice system should immediately speak out against this partisan, politically motivated decision," Goodman said in a text message. 

    


It's the latest blow to the man once lauded as "America's mayor." His advocacy of Trump's false election claims has also led to criminal charges. He's also facing financial ruin after a jury last year awarded $148 million in damages to two former Georgia election workers who sued him for defamation over lies he spread about them in 2020. 




Giuliani was one of the most vocal defenders of Trump in 2020, pushing unsubstantiated claims of large-scale voter fraud in the election the Republican lost to President Joe Biden. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Giuliani previously had his law license suspended in Washington. A review panel last year recommended that he be disbarred over claims in a Pennsylvania lawsuit seeking to overturn Trump's loss there. 
Giuliani "claimed massive election fraud but had no evidence," the panel wrote. 
The former Georgia election workers -- Wandrea "Shaye" Moss and her mother, Ruby Freeman, asked a court last month to force Giuliani to turn over his New York apartment, any remaining cash and some of his prized New York Yankees memorabilia, including three World Series rings and a signed shirt of player Joe DiMaggio.

    


Freeman and Moss also staked a claim to the estimated $2 million Giuliani previously said Donald Trump's 2020 presidential campaign owes him. They also sought to take control of another Giuliani property -- his Palm Beach, Florida condominium -- through another legal mechanism known as receivership.
Giuliani filed for bankruptcy shortly after the defamation verdict in December. But a judge in July threw out his case, citing failures to comply with court orders, failure to disclose sources of income and his apparent unwillingness to hire an accountant to go over his books.

Giuliani has pleaded not guilty to nine felony charges in the Arizona case alleging he spread false claims of election fraud there after the 2020 election. He's separately charged in Georgia along with Trump and other allies of the former president accused of trying to overturn his 2020 election loss in the state. 
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                    FILE- This photo shows the U.S. Treasury Department building at dusk in Washington, June 6, 2019. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A network of people and virtual currency exchanges associated with harboring Russian cybercrime were hit with sanctions on Thursday, in a government-wide crackdown on cybercrime that could assist Russia ahead of President Joe Biden's meeting with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.
U.S. Treasury sanctioned alleged Russian hacker Sergey Ivanov and Cryptex -- a St. Vincent and Grenadines registered virtual currency exchange operating in Russia. Virtual currency exchanges allow people and businesses to trade cryptocurrencies for other assets, such as conventional dollars or other digital currencies. 
Treasury alleges that Ivanov has laundered hundreds of millions of dollars worth of virtual currency for cyber criminals and darknet marketplace vendors for the last 20 years, including for Timur Shakhmametov, who allegedly created an online marketplace for stolen credit card data and compromised IDs called Joker's Stash. Ivanov laundered the proceeds from Joker's Stash, Treasury says.

    


The State Department is offering a $10 million reward for information that would lead to the arrest and possible conviction of the two men and the U.S. Attorney's Office in Virginia has unsealed an indictment against them.




Biden said in a statement announcing the sanctions Thursday that the U.S. "will continue to raise the costs on Russia for its war in Ukraine and to deprive the Russian defense industrial base of resources." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He meets with Zelenskyy Thursday to announce a surge in security assistance for Ukraine and other actions meant to assist the war-torn country as Russia continues to invade.
State Department Spokesman Matthew Miller said, "We will continue to use all our tools and authorities to deter and expose these money laundering networks and impose cost on the cyber criminals and support networks. We reiterate our call that Russia must take concrete steps to prevent cyber criminals from freely operating in its jurisdiction."

    


U.S officials have taken several actions against Russian cybercriminals since the start of the invasion in February 2022. 

Earlier this year, Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control sanctioned 13 firms -- five of which are owned by an already sanctioned person -- and two people who have all either helped build or operate blockchain-based services for, or enabled virtual currency payments in, the Russian financial sector, "thus enabling potential sanctions evasion," according to U.S. Treasury.
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                    This grab from video shows smoke rising over Khartoum, Sudan on Thursday Sept. 26, 2024, after Sudan's military started an operation to take areas of the capital from its rival, the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces. (AP Photo/Rashed Ahmed)
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                                        CAIRO (AP) -- New fighting rocked Sudan's capital on Thursday with airstrikes and drone attacks in and around Khartoum amid a worsening cholera outbreak, officials said.
Sudan's military launched an operation in the early hours of Thursday aimed at taking control of areas in the capital that had been in the hands of its enemy, the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces. Sudanese media reported increased military movements and airstrikes in the districts of Khartoum and Omdurman, the heaviest in the capital area in months. 
Mohamed Ibrahim, the health ministry's spokesperson in Khartoum, said in a statement that 4 civilians were killed and 14 others injured in the latest fighting in the Karrari district of the capital.
A military spokesman confirmed the operation was underway, but declined to comment further. The escalation comes as the head of Sudan's military, Gen. Abdel-Fattah Burhan is expected to address the United Nations' General Assembly on Thursday. 

    


Jeremy Laurence, a spokesman for the U.N. human rights office in Geneva, said in a statement to The Associated Press Thursday that at least 78 civilians were killed due to artillery shelling and airstrikes since the beginning of September in the Khartoum area.




"Our immediate concern is for the welfare of civilians, and the likelihood of further displacement and damage to civilian infrastructure," he said.
For months, some of the worst fighting has been in the city of El Fasher, the capital of the North Darfur state. RSF forces have laid siege to the city since May. On Thursday, UN Human Rights Chief Volker Turk said that artillery shelling on a market there had killed at least 20 civilians on Sep. 20 and 21. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Meanwhile, the death toll from Sudan's cholera outbreak jumped by nearly 100 or nearly 20% in only two days, Sudan's health ministry said Wednesday, in a worrying sign that the disease is spreading more rapidly. A total of 473 people have died from cholera since the country's rainy season began two months ago, health officials said.

    


Sudan's Federal Ministry of Health in a Wednesday update reported on Facebook 14,944 cholera cases across 10 states, with 386 new cases. It said six people died on Tuesday alone in six states. 
The majority of cases were reported in Kassala, where UNICEF is collaborating with the ministry and the World Health Organization (WHO) to carry out a second round of the oral cholera vaccination campaign that kicked off last week.
UNICEF delivered 404,000 doses of the vaccine to Sudan on Sep. 9. More vaccination campaigns are expected to be rolled out in other affected states. 
Cholera was officially declared an outbreak on August 12 by the health ministry after a new wave of cases was reported starting July 22. The disease is spreading in areas devastated by recent heavy rainfalls and floods, especially in eastern Sudan which sheltered millions of people displaced by the conflict between the Sudanese military and a rival paramilitary group, the Rapid Support Forces (RSF). 
Cholera is a highly contagious disease that causes diarrhea, leading to severe dehydration and could be fatal if not immediately treated, according to WHO. It's transmitted through the ingestion of contaminated food or water.

    


Over 900 areas in 11 states have been affected by cholera between June and September 24, with the northern state being the most impacted, according to the ministry. 
UNICEF said in a statement last week that an estimated 3.4 million children under the age of five are at high risk of epidemic diseases. 

The war in Sudan created environments prone to disease outbreaks, impacting millions of people already experiencing food insecurity and displacement. The country plunged into war in April 2023 after tensions increased between the military and the RSF. 
------
AP chief correspondent in Geneva Jamey Keaten contributed to this report.
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            The president of Haiti's transitional presidential council, Edgard Leblanc Fils, addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, at U.N. headquarters. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            The president of Haiti's transitional presidential council, Edgard Leblanc Fils, addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, at U.N. headquarters. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Haiti says it supports a UN peacekeeping mission to fight the country's violent gangs

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            The president of Haiti's transitional presidential council, Edgard Leblanc Fils, addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, at U.N. headquarters. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    The president of Haiti's transitional presidential council, Edgard Leblanc Fils, addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, at U.N. headquarters. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            The president of Haiti's transitional presidential council, Edgard Leblanc Fils, addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, at U.N. headquarters. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    The president of Haiti's transitional presidential council, Edgard Leblanc Fils, addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, at U.N. headquarters. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            DANICA COTO

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) -- The president of Haiti's transitional presidential council announced Thursday that he supports a U.N. peacekeeping mission to fight gang violence still overwhelming authorities.
It was the first public support announced by a Haitian government official since the U.S. proposed a U.N. peacekeeping mission earlier this month as one way to secure more resources for a U.N.-backed mission led by Kenya that officials say lacks personnel and funding.
"I am convinced that this change of status, whilst recognizing the errors of the past cannot be repeated, would guarantee the full success of the mission," Edgard Leblanc Fils, council president, said at the U.N. General Assembly.
On Wednesday, Fils met with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and others to talk about the state of the mission, which began when the first contingent of Kenyan police arrived in Haiti in late June.

    


Nearly 400 Kenyan officers are now in Haiti, joined by nearly two dozen police officers and soldiers from Jamaica. The officers fall significantly short of the 2,500 pledged by various countries, including Chad, Benin, Bangladesh and Barbados for the mission.




The mandate of the current mission expires soon and must be renewed by Oct. 2.
"We would like to see a thought being given to transforming the security support mission into a peacekeeping mission under the mandate of the U.N." Leblanc said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A senior U.S. State Department official said Wednesday that the U.S. and some of its partners would like to make changes to the mandate to lay out a path "to become a more traditional peacekeeping operation," but the Russians and Chinese, who supported the initial mandate, have expressed concerns about doing that.
The U.N. Security Council would ultimately have to vote on a peacekeeping mission, and experts have said it's unlikely it would support one. They have noted many Haitians would likely balk at it given the introduction of cholera and sexual abuse cases that occurred when U.N. troops were last in Haiti.

    


Since the early 1900s, there have been at least three major foreign military interventions in Haiti led by the United States and the United Nations.
A U.N. peacekeeping effort was launched in September 1993 and ran until 2000.
Then in February 2004, former President Jean Bertrand Aristide was overthrown a second time and flown out of Haiti by the U.S., which sent troops -- as did Canada, France and Chile. They were soon replaced by troops of the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti, which stayed until 2017.
"Although some of these missions have helped to temporarily stabilize the country, they also have left behind a heavy heritage," Leblanc said.
The U.N.'s 2004-2017 peacekeeping mission was marred by allegations of sexual assault by its troops and staffers and claims that peacekeepers from Nepal introduced cholera into Haiti's largest river in October 2010 through sewage runoff from their base. The U.N. has since acknowledged it played a role in the epidemic and that it did not do enough to help fight it, but it has not specifically acknowledged it introduced the disease. The epidemic killed nearly 10,000 people. 

    


Leblanc said that while the current U.N.-backed mission has made some inroads, "a lot still remains to be done."
He said Haitians continue to live in fear and cannot move around the country freely, unable to work or send their children to school without great risk.
He said the country's security continues to deteriorate. Armed gangs that control 80% of the capital of Port-au-Prince have only grown more powerful since the July 2021 assassination of President Jovenel Moise.
"It's weakening institutions, paralyzing the economy and it's undermining hope in a better tomorrow. The future of the country is under threat," Leblanc said.
More than 3,600 people have been reported killed during the first half of this year, a more than 70% increase compared with the same period last year. The violence also has left nearly 700,000 Haitians homeless in recent years and thousands have fled Haiti, which shares the island of Hispaniola with the Dominican Republic.

    


On Wednesday, Dominican President Luis Abinader said he would take "drastic measures" if the mission in neighboring Haiti fails. He did not provide specifics.
Also on Wednesday, Haitian Prime Minister Garry Conille noted that about 25% of Haiti's police officers have left the country, and of those still working, about two are wounded and one killed every week.

He said he expects Haiti to hold elections by November for the first time since 2016 "even though we know we will not have the highest level of security."
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Police in a majority Black Mississippi city discriminate against Black people, use excessive force and retaliate against its critics, the Justice Department said Thursday in a scathing report detailing findings of an investigation into civil rights abuses. 
The Lexington Police Department has a "persistent pattern or practice of unconstitutional conduct," according to the Justice Department, which launched an investigation following accusations that officers used excessive force and arrested people without justification.
"Today's findings show that the Lexington Police Department abandoned its sacred position of trust in the community by routinely violating the constitutional rights of those it was sworn to protect," Attorney General Merrick Garland said in an emailed statement. 
The Justice Department said the police department "has created a system where officers can relentlessly violate the law" through a combination of "poor leadership, retaliation and a complete lack of internal accountability." 

    


A Lexington Police Department staff member who answered a phone call seeking comment said Police Chief Charles Henderson was not immediately available for an interview. The staff member declined to provide a comment on the department's behalf.




Investigators found that officers used Tasers like a "cattle-prod" to punish people, in case shocking a Black man 18 times until he was covered in his own vomit and unable to speak, Assistant Attorney General Kristen Clarke told reporters. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Black people bear the brunt of the Lexington police department's illegal conduct," Clarke said. 

The investigation also found that police impose fines at "nearly every available opportunity," often for minor violations, said Todd Gee, U.S. attorney for the Southern District of Mississippi. They unlawfully arrest and hold people behind bars until they can come up with the money they owe, he said. 
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                                        OceanGate co-founder Stockton Rush said the carbon fiber hull used in an experimental submersible that imploded en route to the wreckage of the Titanic was developed with help of NASA and aerospace manufacturers, but a NASA official testified Thursday that the space agency actually had little involvement at all.
OceanGate and NASA partnered in 2020 with NASA planning to play a role in building and testing the carbon fiber hull. But the COVID-19 pandemic prevented NASA from fulfilling its role, other than providing some consulting on an early mockup, not the ultimate carbon fiber hull that was used for people, said Justin Jackson, a materials engineer for NASA.
"We provided remote consultations throughout the build of their one third scale article, but we we did not do any manufacturing or testing of their cylinders," Jackson said.

    


At one point, Jackson said NASA declined to allow its name to be invoked in a news release by OceanGate. "The language they were using was getting too close to us endorsing, so our folks had some heartburn with the endorsement level of it," he told a Coast Guard panel that's investigating the tragedy.




Rush was among the five people who died when the submersible imploded in June 2023. The design of the company's Titan submersible has been the source of scrutiny since the disaster.
The Coast Guard opened a public hearing earlier this month that is part of a high level investigation into the cause of the implosion. Some of the testimony has focused on the troubled nature of the company.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Boeing was another company that provided early assistance.
Boeing was involved in a preliminary feasibility study of the use of carbon fiber for the pressure hull and in tests on acoustic sensors used by OceanGate to detect changes in the hull, but declined to work further with OceanGate in 2020, Mark Negley, material and process engineer at Boeing, testified on Thursday.

    


In the end, OceanGate departed from some of Boeing's recommendations on the thickness of the carbon fiber hull and orientation of carbon fiber layers for greatest strength, he testified.
Coast Guard officials noted at the start of the hearing that the submersible had not been independently reviewed, as is standard practice. That and Titan's unusual design subjected it to scrutiny in the undersea exploration community.
On Thursday, John Winters, a Coast Guard marine inspector, said he was familiar with two other OceanGate submersibles before learning of a new submersible that could go deeper to reach Titanic.
"We didn't get into about what standards it was built to, who built it. None of that was discussed," Winters told the panel. "It was just, hey, 'we have a submarine. It's good for 4000 meters. We have a submarine to do that now' ... Obviously anticipate using it to go to the the Titanic." 
Winters said he was not aware that Oceangate ever notified the Coast Guard about construction of Titan nor asking for assistance on construction standards. OceanGate never requested an inspection, he said.

    


The hearing is expected to run through Friday and include more witnesses.
Earlier in the hearing, former OceanGate operations director David Lochridge said he frequently clashed with Rush and felt the company was committed only to making money. "The whole idea behind the company was to make money," Lochridge testified. "There was very little in the way of science."
Lochridge and other previous witnesses painted a picture of a company that was impatient to get its unconventionally designed craft into the water. The accident set off a worldwide debate about the future of private undersea exploration.
OceanGate, based in Washington state, suspended its operations after the implosion. The company has no full-time employees currently, but has been represented by an attorney during the hearing.
During the submersible's final dive on June 18, 2023, the crew lost contact after an exchange of texts about Titan's depth and weight as it descended, and concern grew on the support ship Polar Prince. One of the last messages from Titan's crew to Polar Prince before the submersible imploded stated, "all good here," the Coast Guard said.

    


When the submersible was reported overdue, rescuers rushed ships, planes and other equipment to an area about 435 miles (700 kilometers) south of St. John's, Newfoundland. Wreckage of the Titan was subsequently found on the ocean floor about 330 yards (300 meters) off the bow of the Titanic, Coast Guard officials said. No one on board survived.

OceanGate said it has been fully cooperating with the Coast Guard and NTSB investigations since they began. Titan had been making voyages to the Titanic wreckage site going back to 2021.
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris addresses the Economic Club of Pittsburgh on the Carnegie Mellon University campus in Pittsburgh, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            This combination of photos shows Vice President Kamala Harris, left, on Aug. 7, 2024, and Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump on July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign event, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Mint Hill, N.C. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Melania Trump, wife of Republican Presidential nominee Donald Trump speaks during the opening day of the Republican National Convention in Cleveland, July 18, 2016. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks at the Whitewater Music Hall Brewing Company Friday, Sept. 13, 2024, in Wausau, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        The Latest: Harris and Trump offer competing visions for the economy

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris addresses the Economic Club of Pittsburgh on the Carnegie Mellon University campus in Pittsburgh, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            This combination of photos shows Vice President Kamala Harris, left, on Aug. 7, 2024, and Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump on July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign event, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Mint Hill, N.C. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - Melania Trump, wife of Republican Presidential nominee Donald Trump speaks during the opening day of the Republican National Convention in Cleveland, July 18, 2016. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks at the Whitewater Music Hall Brewing Company Friday, Sept. 13, 2024, in Wausau, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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                                        Vice President Kamala Harris has pledged to build an economy that is both pro-business and helps the middle class. In remarks Wednesday at the Economic Club of Pittsburgh in battleground Pennsylvania, she said she "would take good ideas from wherever they come" as she promised to double the number of people being trained in registered apprenticeships and outlined her support for more home ownership.
Meanwhile, Republican Donald Trump offered his own competing vision of the economy while visiting a furnituremaker in Mint Hill, North Carolina. He defended his idea for a special lower tax rate for U.S. manufacturers and pledged to impose tariffs high enough that there would be an "exodus" of auto factory jobs from Japan, Germany and South Korea.
Follow the AP's Election 2024 coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
Here's the latest:

    


Republican Wisconsin congressman falsely suggests city clerk was lying about absentee ballots
MADISON, Wis. -- The mailing of about 2,200 duplicate absentee ballots in Wisconsin's heavily Democratic capital city of Madison has led a Republican member of Congress to falsely suggest that the clerk was lying about the presence of barcodes on the ballots themselves. 




An initial statement on Monday from Madison Clerk Maribeth Witzel-Behl did not specify that it was the envelopes, not the ballots, that contain the barcodes. The statement posted on the clerk's website was later updated to specify that the barcodes were on the envelopes, not the ballots. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Republican Rep. Tom Tiffany posted a picture of an absentee ballot on the social platform X to show there was no barcode and suggested the clerk was lying.
Harris issues a policy guide
Vice President Kamala Harris has issued an official policy guide, a full 82 pages that push back against Republican criticism that she lacks policies.
Entitled " A New Way Forward for the Middle Class, '' the guide is one stop-shopping for the ideas appearing in Harris' speeches. 
The first section goes over her thoughts on lowering costs for groceries, energy, health care and other items. The second section outlines her ideas for constructing 3 million more homes and boosting manufacturing and entrepreneurship.

    


But much of the guide focuses on former President Donald Trump, the Republican nominee. His last name appears 135 times and the first charts cite independent analyses suggesting he would be worse for inflation and job growth than Harris.
Wisconsin district attorney pursues investigation into mayor's removal of absentee ballot drop box
MADISON, Wis. -- A Wisconsin district attorney said Thursday that her office is pursuing an investigation into the removal of an absentee ballot drop box by the mayor of Wausau.
Mayor Doug Diny removed the drop box from outside of City Hall on Sunday. He distributed a picture of himself doing it while wearing worker's gloves and a hard hat. Diny is a conservative opponent to drop boxes. He insists he did nothing wrong.
The drop box was locked and no ballots were in it. The city clerk notified Marathon County District Attorney Theresa Wetzsteon and she said in an email on Thursday that she is requesting an official investigation with the assistance of the Wisconsin Department of Justice.

    


Wetzsteon said she was waiting to hear back on her request.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


A DOJ spokesperson did not immediately return a message Thursday.
It was the latest example in swing state Wisconsin of the fight over whether communities will allow absentee ballot drop boxes. 
Millions face new voting restrictions
Millions of people face voting restrictions that did not exist during the 2020 election after states reacted to false allegations of widespread voter fraud, according to the latest assessment of the voting system by the Brennan Center for Justice at New York University.
In a report released Thursday, the center said about half of the 63 new restrictive laws in effect this election curtail mail voting. Eleven shorten the period to request a ballot and five either tighten the deadline for returning one or place restrictions on officials in accepting late-arriving ballots.
Twelve states have laws on the books that restrict helping voters in returning their mail ballot applications or ballots, the report said. Several also reduced the number of drop boxes available for voters to return ballots.

    


Andrew Garber, counsel in the center's Democracy Program, expects that people in places such as Georgia, Texas and Florida "are going to attempt to vote the same way they did a few years ago and they're going to discover that they've been wrongly removed from the rolls or they're not going to realize that the window to request and return a mail ballot is significantly shorter than it used to be."
Not all the news in the assessment is about limits on voting. At least 156 laws make it easier to vote. The report cited New York, Michigan and Virginia as leaders in the push to expand voting rights.
Walz will attend Michigan-Minnesota college football game
Democratic vice presidential nominee Gov. Tim Walz will campaign at a college football came in Michigan this weekend, ahead of his upcoming debate with Republican vice presidential pick JD Vance.

    


Walz, the governor of Minnesota and a former high school coach and teacher, will attend the game between the Michigan Wolverines and the Minnesota Golden Gophers on Saturday. It's in Ann Arbor. Walz will talk with students about the importance of voting in November.
The vice presidential debate is Oct. 1.
Melania Trump calls it a 'miracle' that her husband wasn't killed
Melania Trump said it was a "miracle" that her husband wasn't killed during two recent assassination attempts.
In an interview that aired Thursday on Fox News Channel's "Fox & Friends," the former first lady said a staffer alerted her to the shooting at a July rally in Butler, Pennsylvania.
Trump said she was in New York this month when she saw television reports of the second shooting at a golf course in Florida.
"I think something was watching over him," Trump said of her husband surviving both attempts. "It's almost like, the country really needs him."
Melania Trump also described the FBI's 2022 search on her Mar-a-Lago home as an "invasion of privacy, saying the situation "made me angry." Federal prosecutors ultimately charged Trump with mishandling classified documents, but a judge tossed the charges earlier this year. Prosecutors are challenging that decision.
This was the former first lady's first interview in more than two years and comes as she promotes her new memoir.
Harris makes scandal-plagued Republican the star of her campaign to win North Carolina
There's an unlikely star in Kamala Harris ' push to win North Carolina: Mark Robinson.
The state's embattled Republican candidate for governor, Robinson is featured in conversations this week with Harris volunteers and voters on the phone and at their doorways. Democrats wave signs warning of Trump-Robinson extremism at their news conferences. Billboard trucks circulate in key cities warning that Robinson, also the state's lieutenant governor, is "unhinged." And Harris is running a new television advertising campaign highlighting Donald Trump's history of lavishing Robinson with flowery praise.
No Democrat has carried this Southern state since former President Barack Obama in 2008, whose victory stands as the only Democratic win on the presidential level here in a half-century. But Trump held North Carolina by just 1.3 percentage points four years ago, and it is again emerging as one of the most competitive states in the final weeks before Election Day.
A new mystery firm enters Trump's orbit, rekindling criticism of his presidential campaign spending
Launchpad Strategies was incorporated less than a year ago and has since received $15 million from Donald Trump's election fundraising machine.
For what is mostly a mystery. Campaign finance records indicate the limited liability company was hired to provide online advertising, digital consulting and fundraising. On its website, the firm boasts it is a "full-service Republican digital agency run by expert strategists."
Yet, those expert strategists aren't identified. An online contact form doesn't appear to work. And business registration records in Delaware provide no clues as to who owns or runs the firm. The campaign's checks are sent to a P.O. Box in North Carolina.

Campaign finance experts say Launchpad Strategies was built for anonymity and is the latest example of how the Trump campaign has used secretive businesses to obscure its spending from the public.
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            Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, at U.N. headquarters. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas is escorted to the podium to address the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, at U.N. headquarters. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Israel's ambassador to the United Nations Danny Danon speaks during a news conference, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at U.N. headquarters. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The head of the Palestinian Authority denounced Israel and its offensive in the Gaza Strip in front of world leaders Thursday, appealing to other nations to stop what he called a "genocidal war" against a place and people he said had been totally destroyed.
Mahmoud Abbas used the rostrum of the U.N. General Assembly as he typically does -- to criticize Israel. But this was the first time he did so since the Oct. 7, 2023, attacks by Hamas on Israel that triggered an Israeli military operation that has devastated the Gaza Strip. 
Abbas strode to the podium to loud applause and a few unintelligible shouts. His first words were a sentence repeated three times: "We will not leave. We will not leave. We will not leave." 
He accused Israel of destroying Gaza and making it unlivable. And he said that his government should govern post-war Gaza as part of an independent Palestinian state, a vision that Israel's hardline government rejects.

    


Abbas has had little influence in Gaza since Hamas overthrew his forces and seized power of the territory in 2007. His internationally recognized government administers only small semi-autonomous zones in the occupied West Bank. The U.S. has said a reformed Palestinian Authority should play a future role in Gaza, but Israel does not consider him a reliable partner and has ruled that out.




"Palestine is our homeland. It is the land of our fathers and our grandfathers. It will remain ours. And if anyone were to leave, it would be the occupying usurpers," he said. 
Israel responds by dismissing Abbas' claims

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Israel has maintained its military operations are justified and are necessary to defend itself. South Africa has filed a genocide case against Israel in the U.N.'s top court. Israel rejects the accusations.
Danny Danon, Israel's U.N. ambassador, responded to Abbas' speech within minutes with a critical assessment. "Abbas spoke for 26 minutes and did not say the word 'Hamas' once. Since the massacre of Oct. 7, Abbas has failed to condemn Hamas for their crimes against humanity," he said. 

    


"Only when he stands on the U.N. platform does he talk about a peaceful solution," Danon said. "There is no greater hypocrisy and lie than this: Abbas' legacy is one of chronic weakness in the face of terrorism and hatred." 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addresses the General Assembly on Friday and arrived in New York shortly before Abbas spoke. Netanyahu's visit is expected to draw protests in the neighborhood where the U.N. compound sits. A nationwide series of campus protests against Israel's operations in Gaza swept the United States in the spring and largely originated at Columbia University, about 70 blocks north of the United Nations. 
"The American people are marching in the streets in these demonstrations. We are appreciative of them," Abbas said.
Israel's campaign in Gaza has killed more than 41,500 Palestinians and wounded more than 96,000 others, according to the latest figures released Thursday by the Health Ministry. The ministry, part of Gaza's Hamas government, doesn't differentiate between civilians and combatants, but more than half the dead have been women and children, including about 1,300 children under the age of 2.

    


Israel began its response after Hamas attackers sneaked across the border into Israel on Oct. 7, killing around 1,200 people and taking about 250 others hostage. The response by Netanyahu's government was swift and fierce and has continued ever since.
Attention now on Lebanon
In recent days, Israel has turned its attention to the border with Lebanon, where it is targeting Hezbollah militants and has inflicted civilian casualties as well.
Hezbollah began attacking Israel almost immediately after the Hamas invasion, and ongoing fighting between Israel and the Lebanese militant group have driven tens of thousands of people from their homes on both sides of the border. Israel is vowing to step up its attacks on Hezbollah until its citizens can return safely to their homes. 
Late Wednesday, the United States, France and other allies jointly called for an "immediate" 21-day cease-fire to allow for negotiations as fears grow that the violent escalation in recent days -- following 11 months of cross-border exchange of fire -- could grow into an all-out war. 

    


The United Nations says over 90,000 people have been displaced by five days of Israeli strikes on Lebanon, bringing the total to 200,000 people who have been displaced in Lebanon since Hezbollah began firing rockets into northern Israel in support of Hamas after it stormed into Israel, sparking the Israel-Hamas war.
Abbas says life in Gaza is intolerable
Abbas spent big chunks of his speech at the United Nations talking about the state of life in Gaza, and he painted a bleak picture. 
"Entire family names have been written out of the civil record," he said. "Gaza is no longer fit for life. Most homes have been destroyed. The same applies for most buildings. ... Roads. Churches. Mosques. Water plants. Electric plants. Sanitation plants. Anyone who has gone to Gaza and known it before would not recognize it anymore."

    


Among his demands, none of which are new: A full Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza Strip -- not "buffer zones." Allowing Gaza's displaced Palestinians -- an estimated 90% of the population -- to return to their homes. And a central role for Abbas' government in any future Gaza. 

"Stop this crime. Stop it now. Stop killing children and women. Stop the genocide. Stop sending weapons to Israel. This madness cannot continue. The entire world is responsible for what is happening to our people in Gaza and the West Bank."
___
See more of AP's coverage of the U.N. General Assembly at https://apnews.com/hub/united-nations
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                    In this photo provided by Wausau Mayor Doug Diny, Diny uses a dolly to remove the city's lone drop box from in front of City Hall in Wausau, Wis., on Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (Doug Diny via AP)
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- A Wisconsin district attorney said Thursday that her office is pursuing an investigation into the removal of an absentee ballot drop box by the mayor of Wausau.
Mayor Doug Diny removed the drop box, located outside of City Hall, on Sunday and distributed a picture of himself doing it while wearing worker's gloves and a hard hat. Diny is a conservative opponent to drop boxes. He insists he did nothing wrong.
The drop box was locked and no ballots were in it. The city clerk notified Marathon County District Attorney Theresa Wetzsteon and she said in an email on Thursday that she is requesting an official investigation with the assistance of the Wisconsin Department of Justice.
Wetzsteon said she was waiting to hear back from DOJ on her request.
A spokesperson for DOJ did not immediately return a message Thursday.
Democratic Gov. Tony Evers weighed in on Thursday, calling the removal of the drop box "wrong." Evers said it should be restored "immediately":

    


"Drop box voting is safe, secure, and legal," Evers posted on the social media platform X. "As elected officials, we should be working to make it easier--not harder--for every eligible Wisconsinite to cast their ballot. That's democracy."

The incident is the latest example in swing state Wisconsin of the fight over whether communities will allow absentee ballot drop boxes. The Wisconsin Supreme Court in July ruled that drop boxes are legal, but left it up to local communities to decide whether to use them.
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            New York City Mayor Eric Adams speaks during a news conference outside Gracie Mansion, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            New York City Mayor Eric Adams, second from right, walks back into Gracie Mansion after speaking at a news conference outside Gracie Mansion, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            People exit Gracie Mansion, the official residence of New York City Mayor Eric Adams, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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                                        New York City Mayor Eric Adams was indicted Thursday after on federal charges that he allegedly took bribes and illegal campaign contributions from foreign sources.
The charges marked a stunning fall for Adams, a former police captain who made a commitment to law-and-order a cornerstone of his political platform even as multiple federal investigations tightened around him and members of his inner circle. 
Adams has consistently said he is cooperating with the investigations and has denied wrongdoing through the steady drumbeat of searches, seizures and departures of top members of his administration. 
But as news of the indictment spread Wednesday night, he began to mount a defiant defense that he was being targeted by the federal government for his political views, adopting language similar to former President Donald Trump and other politicians accused of crimes.

    


"I always knew that If I stood my ground for New Yorkers that I would be a target -- and a target I became," Adams said in a videotaped speech released Wednesday night, adding that the case is "based on lies."
From working-class childhood to police captain
Adams has often highlighted his working-class upbringing. He was one of six children raised by a single mother and has spoken of carrying around a garbage bag packed with his clothes because he feared his family would be evicted. 




At 15, he was beaten by police officers after being arrested for trespassing, but the bruising encounter sparked a desire to change the system from within, he said. Adams joined the New York City transit police in 1984 and eventually became a New York Police Department officer when the transit department merged into the larger NYPD. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He rose to the rank of captain and was the co-founder of an advocacy group called 100 Blacks in Law Enforcement Who Care, which sought criminal justice reform and denounced police brutality. 
He retired from the police department in 2006.

    


Making the transition into politics
Adams, a Democrat, then went on to win a seat in the state Senate representing a district in Brooklyn. From there, he was elected Brooklyn borough president in 2013 and held that post while launching a campaign for the mayor's office.
His run for mayor was marked with embarrassing headlines over whether he actually lived in New York City. It was reported that Adams would often sleep in his Brooklyn Borough Hall office because he co-owned an apartment in New Jersey. To quell speculation over his residence, Adams offered reporters a tour of a basement apartment in the Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood in Brooklyn that he said was his primary residence.
His moderate mayoral campaign centered on his rise from a tough upbringing, through the police department and into politics. Though he would sometimes speak critically about the police department he once served in and talk about his experience with police brutality, Adams rejected progressive calls to "defund the police" and stressed that he was proud of his time in law enforcement. 
Adams was elected as mayor in 2021, becoming the second Black mayor of New York City after David Dinkins. Adams succeeded former Mayor Bill de Blasio. 

    


Facing challenges as mayor
He took office as the city was still reeling from the COVID-19 pandemic, with its tourism industry, economy and school system facing major challenges as well as an overwhelming sense that crime in the city was at a high.
Through it all, Adams maintained a commitment to law enforcement and carried himself with a self-described "swag" that featured flashy suits, earrings and walkout music for his news conferences. 
For a time, some political watchers saw Adams as the kind of moderate Democrat who could be a model for a party struggling to balance the divides between its progressive and centrist wings. But as the years went on, Adams' popularity took a sharp decline, even as the city bounced back from pandemic job losses and crime. 
He began to attract ridicule for his plan to crack down on rats -- an eternal problem in New York City -- while racking up health violations for rat infestations at his Brooklyn row house. 
His administration became bogged down with attempts to house tens of thousands of international migrants who overwhelmed the city's homeless shelters, with Adams at odds with President Joe Biden over funding and a strategy to handle the influx of new residents. He began to impose limits on shelter stays for the migrants and mounted a case against a unique rule that requires the city to house homeless people.

    


About a year ago, the federal investigations into the Adams administration first emerged, when FBI agents raided the home of his chief fundraiser. Days later, agents seized the mayor's phones and iPad as he was leaving an event in Manhattan. 
Earlier this month, federal investigators seized electronic devices from the city's police commissioner, schools chancellor, deputy mayor of public safety, first deputy mayor and other trusted confidantes of Adams both in and out of City Hall. A wave of high-profile departures followed. 


    


On Thursday, Adams was indicted on charges that he took illegal campaign contributions and bribes from foreign nationals in exchange for favors that included helping Turkish officials get fire safety approvals for a new diplomatic building in the city.
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks at the Security Council meeting on nuclear deterrence at the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Alexander Kazakov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, speaks at the Security Council meeting on nuclear deterrence at the Kremlin at the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Alexei Nikolsky, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks at the Russian Energy Week International Forum in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (Alexander Kazakov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- Changes in Russia's nuclear doctrine that were announced by President Vladimir Putin are intended to discourage Ukraine's Western allies from supporting attacks on Russia, the Kremlin said Thursday.
The United States and the European Union both denounced the latest statements by the Russian leader as "irresponsible."
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters that the revisions in the document outlined Wednesday by Putin are a "warning signal to those countries about the consequences in case of their involvement in an attack on our country with various assets, not necessarily nuclear ones."
In the strong, new warning to the West, Putin said that any nation's conventional attack on Russia that is supported by a nuclear power will be considered a joint attack on his country.
The threat was clearly aimed at discouraging the West from allowing Ukraine to strike Russia with longer-range weapons and appears to significantly lower the threshold for the possible use of Russia's nuclear arsenal.

    


Speaking at Wednesday's Security Council meeting that discussed changes in the doctrine, Putin didn't specify whether the modified document envisages a nuclear response to such an attack. He emphasized, however, that Russia could use nuclear weapons in response to a conventional assault posing a "critical threat to our sovereignty," a vague formulation that leaves broad room for interpretation.




U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken criticized Putin's statement as "totally irresponsible," saying on MSNBC that "many in the world have spoken clearly about that when he's been rattling the nuclear saber, including China in the past."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"To do that now while the world's gathered in New York, including talking about the need for more disarmament, nonproliferation, I think that's going to play very badly around the world," Blinken said, referring to the meeting of the U.N. General Assembly.

    


European Commission spokesman Peter Stano similarly criticized Putin's statements about the nuclear doctrine as "a continuation of the very irresponsible and unacceptable behavior" by the Russian leader, showing that "he doesn't shy away from playing the nuclear gamble over and over again."
Russia is making slow but steady gains in Ukraine as the conflict grinds through its third year, and the Kremlin is seeking to discourage stronger Western support for Kyiv.
Ukraine has repeatedly struck Russian territory with missiles and drones in response to Moscow's attacks, and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has been pushing the U.S. and other Western allies for permission to use the longer-range Western weapons to strike deep inside Russian territory. The Biden administration has said it hasn't given Kyiv the go-ahead for strikes with American weapons deep inside Russia.
Zelenskyy is meeting Thursday at the White House with Biden, who announced billions of dollars more in new weapons deliveries, including an additional Patriot missile defense battery and a new shipment of glide bombs that can be deployed from F-16 fighter jets, a few of which already have been supplied to Ukraine.

    


Putin said the revised doctrine spells out conditions for using nuclear weapons in greater detail, noting that they could be used in case of a massive air attack. The new phrasing holds the door open to a potential nuclear response to any aerial attack -- a deliberate ambiguity intended to make the West more reluctant to allow longer-range strikes.
Since Putin sent troops into Ukraine in 2022, he and other Kremlin voices have frequently threatened the West with Russia's nuclear arsenal to discourage it from ramping up support for Kyiv.

Earlier this month, Putin warned the U.S. and other NATO allies that allowing Ukraine to use Western-supplied longer-range weapons to hit Russian territory would put Russia and NATO in a direct conflict.
___
Associated Press writer Lorne Cook in Brussels contributed.
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                    FILE - A semi-automatic pistol with a conversion device installed making it fully automatic is fired as four empty shell casings fly out of the weapon, at the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF), National Services Center, Thursday, March 2, 2023, in Martinsburg, W.Va. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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                                        BALTIMORE (AP) -- Glock pistols are a popular choice for people committing gun crimes, in part because they can be easily converted into fully automatic weapons using a small device, according to a new report based on data from nearly three dozen U.S. cities.
Often called Glock switches or auto sears, the devices have received heightened attention in recent years because they're increasingly turning up at crime scenes. They effectively turn semiautomatic weapons, which fire one bullet per trigger pull, into machine guns that can spray continuous gunfire.
Authorities believe the shooters who killed four people and injured 17 others in Birmingham, Alabama, last weekend were using conversion devices to make their guns more powerful. About 100 shell casings were recovered from the scene.
A report by the anti-violence organization Everytown for Gun Safety says criminals often choose Glocks because they're relatively cheap and easy to operate and modify. But the brand is perhaps best known for its popularity among law enforcement officers, who almost exclusively carry Glock handguns. 

    


The report was released this week ahead of a conference Thursday in Baltimore hosted by Mayors Against Illegal Guns, a group that falls under Everytown's umbrella. The organization called on Glock and other weapons manufacturers to take responsibility for their products and do more to prevent violence. 




"We have to build that level of accountability for them as well," Baltimore Mayor Brandon Scott said in an interview. "At some point, as a country, the sanctity of the lives of Americans has to begin to outweigh the sanctity of American guns."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A spokesperson for Glock didn't respond to an email seeking comment.
Scott and other mayors said while local elected officials are often at the forefront of pushing for better gun policies, Congress must also step up and address the issue. 

    


Researchers found that four gun manufacturers accounted for over 40% of the recovered guns they studied, with Glock alone accounting for 18%. The team compiled data from 34 U.S. cities about guns recovered from crime scenes in 2023.
"They're basically profiting off of pain," said John Feinblatt, president of Everytown. "They're prioritizing profits over safety." 
Meanwhile, the prevalence of machine gun conversion devices has increased dramatically -- 570% between 2017 and 2021, according to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. The devices are banned under federal law. Most are small pieces of metal or plastic made with a 3D printer or ordered online.
The report also found that recoveries of Polymer80 ghost guns -- untraceable, unassembled firearms that can be purchased online -- increased nearly 1,200% across 28 cities over the past five years. Those numbers have started trending downward following the implementation of a new federal rule and a wave of state legislation banning the weapons, according to the report. Polymer80, once a leading manufacturer of ghost guns in the U.S., also shut down operations last month after a deluge of lawsuits.

    


The city of Baltimore was among those who filed suit. City officials announced a settlement agreement in February after the Nevada-based company agreed to stop selling its products to Maryland residents.
The city's lawsuit accused Polymer80 of intentionally undermining federal and state firearms laws by designing, manufacturing and providing gun assembly kits without serial numbers to buyers who don't undergo background checks. It was filed the same day Maryland's statewide ban on ghost guns went into effect in 2022 following a law change that expanded the definition of a firearm to include "an unfinished frame or receiver."
A year later, recoveries of ghost guns in Baltimore had dropped 25%, according to the report.
Gun violence has also decreased significantly in the city over roughly the past two years, a positive trend that experts and officials attribute to a wide range of factors, including expanded anti-violence programs and ongoing police reform. Violence is trending downward nationally as well following a sharp spike during the COVID-19 pandemic.

    


The report suggests several actions that manufacturers could take to keep their firearms out of the hands of criminals, including through increased oversight of the gun dealers they work with. Manufacturers could also focus on producing safer weapons that aren't easily modified and fund advertising campaigns to increase public awareness of gun safety. 

"I think common sense can get through to people. I think wanting to save the lives of our children can get through to people," said Kansas City Mayor Quinton Lucas. "Manufacturers could do things tomorrow that would make guns safer and save lives." 
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                    FILE - Then-Wisconsin state Sen. Tom Tiffany, R-Hazelhurst, speaks at the State Capitol in Madison, Wis. on May 29, 2015. (Michael P. King/Wisconsin State Journal via AP, File)
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- The mailing of about 2,200 duplicate absentee ballots in Wisconsin's heavily Democratic capital city of Madison has led a Republican member of Congress to falsely suggest that the clerk was lying about the presence of barcodes on the ballots themselves.
Ballots in Wisconsin do not contain barcodes. Envelopes that absentee ballots are returned in do contain barcodes so the voter can track their ballot to ensure it was received. The barcodes also allow election officials to ensure that the same voter does not cast a ballot in-person on Election Day.
An initial statement on Monday from Madison Clerk Maribeth Witzel-Behl did not specify that it was the envelopes, not the ballots, that contain the barcodes. The statement posted on the clerk's website was later updated to specify that the barcodes were on the envelopes, not the ballots.

    


Republican Rep. Tom Tiffany, a strong supporter of Donald Trump whose northern Wisconsin district does not include Madison, posted a picture of an absentee ballot on the social platform X to show there was no barcode.
"My office has proof that there is no barcode on the actual ballots," Tiffany posted on Wednesday. "Here is a picture of the absentee ballots - NO BARCODE."




He also called for an investigation.
By Thursday morning his post had more than 1 million views.
Tiffany later took credit for the clerk changing the wording on her initial statement.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Why do they keep editing their statements and press releases?" Tiffany posted.
Madison city spokesperson Dylan Brogan said Thursday that he altered the wording of the statement for clarity before Tiffany questioned it by "parsing apart sentences."
"The City routinely updates its website to provide as much clarity as possible," Brogan said.
He called the mailing of duplicate absentee ballots "a simple mistake that we immediately rectified and it will have no impact on the election."

    


"There are safeguards in place," Brogan said. "The system worked."
Ann Jacobs, the Democratic chair of the Wisconsin Elections Commission, rebuked Tiffany on X.
"I can't tell if this is just profound lack of knowledge or the intentional farming of outrage," she posted. "Both, by the way, are bad."
The clerk said in her response to Tiffany that 2,215 duplicate ballots were sent before the error was caught on Monday. No duplicate ballots have been returned, Witzel-Behl said. Once a ballot is received and the envelope barcode is scanned, if a second ballot is returned it will not be counted, she said.
"I would simply note that elections are conducted by humans and occasionally human error occurs," she wrote to Tiffany. "When errors occur, we own up to them, correct them as soon as possible, and are transparent about them - precisely as we have done here."
The dustup in battleground Wisconsin comes as there is intense scrutiny over how elections are run, particularly in swing states that are likely to decide the winner of the presidential election. Trump lost Wisconsin in 2020. Nearly four years later, conspiracy theories surrounding the 2020 election and false claims of widespread fraud persist. Trump continues to insist, despite no evidence of widespread fraud, that he won that election as he seeks a return to the White House.

President Joe Biden's win over Trump in Wisconsin survived two recounts ordered by Trump, including one involving the city of Madison, an independent audit, a review by a Republican law firm and numerous lawsuits.
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The US is mailing Americans COVID tests again. Here's how to get them
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                    At-Home COVID-19 Test kits are displayed at a drug store in Buffalo Grove, Ill., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Americans can once again order COVID-19 tests, without being charged, sent straight to their homes. 
The U.S. government reopened the program on Thursday, allowing any household to order up to four at-home COVID nasal swab kits through the website, covidtests.gov. The tests will begin shipping, via the United States Postal Service, as soon as next week. 
The website has been reopened on the heels of a summer COVID-19 virus wave and heading into the fall and winter respiratory virus season, with health officials urging Americans to get an updated COVID-19 booster and their yearly flu shot. 
"Before you visit with your family and friends this holiday season, take a quick test and help keep them safe from COVID-19," U.S. Health and Human Services Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response Dawn O'Connell said in a statement.

    


U.S. regulators approved an updated COVID-19 vaccine that is designed to combat the recent virus strains and, they hope, forthcoming winter ones, too. Vaccine uptake is waning, however. Most Americans have some immunity from prior infections or vaccinations, but under a quarter of U.S. adults took last fall's COVID-19 shot.




Using the swab, people can detect current virus strains ahead of the fall and winter respiratory virus season and the holidays. Over-the-counter COVID-19 at-home tests typically cost around $11, as of last year. Insurers are no longer required to cover the cost of the tests. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Before using any existing at-home COVID-19 tests, you should check the expiration date. Many of the tests have been given an extended expiration from the date listed on the box. You can check on the Food and Drug Administration's website to see if that's the case for any of your remaining tests at home. 

Since COVID-19 first began its spread in 2020, U.S. taxpayers have poured billions of dollars into developing and purchasing COVID-19 tests as well as vaccines. The Biden administration has given out 1.8 billion COVID-19 tests, including half distributed to households by mail. It's unclear how many tests the government still has on hand.
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                    In this image from video, Dr. Eliezer Masliah, of the National Institute on Aging speaks during an interview in Bethesda, Md., May 2, 2024. (AP Photo)
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                                        A National Institutes of Health investigation has found research misconduct by one of its top neuroscientists, the agency said Thursday.
In a statement, the NIH said the findings involve images in two studies co-authored by Dr. Eliezer Masliah, who in 2016 joined the agency's National Institute on Aging as its neuroscience division director.
NIH said images or "figure panels" that represented different experimental results were reused or relabeled in the publications. NIH said it would notify the two scientific journals of the findings "so that appropriate action can be taken."
Masliah has long studied damage to synapses - junctions where brain cells communicate - in neurodegenerative diseases such as Parkinson's and Alzheimer's. He has published numerous scientific papers while at NIH and previously as a researcher at the University of California, San Diego.

    


NIH said it began investigating the allegations last year and notified the Department of Health and Human Services' Office of Research Integrity of the findings on Sept. 15. The statement said Masliah wasn't currently serving as neuroscience division director, a position that oversees a broad swath of research projects funded by the aging institute.




Masliah did not respond to an email seeking comment.
NIH's statement came as the journal Science published a news article detailing allegations of suspect images in more than 100 research papers published between 1997 and 2023 -- including some that played a role in early development of possible medications -- that were co-authored by Masliah.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    FILE -Political director of Prime Minster Viktor Orban of Hungary, Balazs Orban, attends the Worldwide Freedom Initiative event in Paris, Nov. 10, 2023. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)
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                                        BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) -- Hungary's most popular opposition figure called for the resignation of one of Prime Minister Viktor Orban's closest aides on Thursday over statements he made suggesting that Hungary wouldn't have defended itself against a Russian invasion, unlike Ukraine.
The aide, Balazs Orban, who isn't related to the prime minister, said on his podcast on Wednesday that Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy had made an "irresponsible" decision by opting to militarily defend his country after Moscow launched its full-scale invasion in February 2022. 
He said that Hungary had learned from its anti-Soviet uprising in 1956 -- which was eventually crushed by the Red Army, killing as many as 3,000 civilians and destroying much of the capital Budapest -- that "precious Hungarian lives" must be treated with caution rather than "offering them up" for defense. 

    


"Every country has the right to decide its own destiny for itself," Balazs Orban said. "But based on '56, we wouldn't have done what President Zelenskyy did two and a half years ago, because that was irresponsible."
The leader of Hungary's strongest opposition party, Peter Magyar, wrote in a post on social media that the statement "humiliated the memory of the thousands of Hungarian freedom fighters, hundreds of whom -- unlike Balazs Orban -- were willing to sacrifice their lives for the freedom and independence of their country."




Balazs Orban is the political director of the nationalist prime minister and one of his closest advisers. He has been instrumental in devising much of Hungary's foreign and domestic strategy, and pursued close relationships with certain segments of the U.S. Republican Party that are aligned with former President Donald Trump.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

His government has taken an adversarial position toward neighboring Ukraine, and sought to block, delay or water down European Union efforts to provide financial and military support to Kyiv and to pass sanctions on Moscow over its war in Ukraine.

    


Such efforts have led to accusations from many European leaders that Hungary is acting to divide the EU and advance Russian interests. 
Hungary's Cold War-era anti-Soviet uprising looms large in the country's consciousness as a symbol of its heroic struggle for independence and self determination. Some Hungarians view their government's close ties to Russia today as a betrayal of the 1956 revolution's efforts to force Soviet soldiers out of the country.
On Thursday, Magyar called for Balazs Orban's resignation by Oct. 23, the 68th anniversary of the revolution.
"Such a man cannot hold public office alongside the Hungarian Prime Minister," Magyar wrote. 
In a video on Facebook later on Thursday, Orban said that his words had been "twisted," and blamed "pro-war propaganda" for seeking to involve Hungary in the war in Ukraine. 
"The heroes of 1956 are national heroes. Their memory is sacred and inviolable, and the heroes of 1956 were right and did the right thing," he said. 
Hungary's government has long advocated for an immediate cease-fire and peace talks for the war in Ukraine, but hasn't outlined what that would mean for Ukraine's territorial integrity or the future security of Europe and other NATO allies. 

Viktor Orban angered EU leaders in July when he made unannounced visits to Russia and China on what he described as a "peace mission." His meeting in Moscow with Russian President Vladimir Putin was the first by an EU leader in more than two years. 
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                    FILE - Migrants gather near the Libyan-Tunisia border, as Libyan security forces and Libyan Red Cross workers distribute food aid to them on Sunday, July 23, 2023. (AP Photo/Yousef Murad, File)
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                                        TUNIS, Tunisia (AP) -- The bodies of 13 migrants from sub-Saharan Africa were found washed up on Tunisia's Mediterranean coast this week as authorities struggle to stem unauthorized boat crossings from North Africa to Europe.
Tunisia's Coast Guard said the bodies were recovered on Wednesday near Mahdia, a coastal Tunisian town about 142 kilometers (88 miles) from the Italian island of Lampedusa, which is closer to North Africa than the Italian mainland. 
Tunisia, along with neighboring Libya, have long been the key launching pads for Europe, and thousands of migrants reach Lampedusa in ramshackle boats every year, including many whose journeys are facilitated by smugglers.
According to local court spokesperson Ferid Ben Jha, the bodies were all of men from sub-Saharan Africa and an investigation is underway to determine where they came from. 

    


Tens of thousands of people from as far away as Bangladesh attempt to make the dangerous journey across the Mediterranean Sea every year to reach the shores of Spain, Italy, Malta and Greece. Many are fleeing poverty, war, climate change or persecution.




Earlier in September, five bodies were recovered near Monastir, Tunisia, including that of a woman and a child. 
Recently, Tunisia has ramped up efforts to patrol its territorial waters with European funding and help, leading to a drop in migrant crossings and deaths.
Tunisia's National Guard said in June that from January through May, authorities recovered bodies of 462 migrants and intercepted more than 30,000 migrants off Tunisia's coast, compared to the same period last year, when 714 bodies were recovered and nearly 22,000 migrants were intercepted. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Roughly 10,000 migrants arrived in Italy by boats from Tunisia in the first half of this year, less than a third of the total that arrived in the same period in 2023, according to Italian authorities.

    


"The decrease in the Central Mediterranean is largely due to preventive measures taken by the Tunisian, Libyan and Turkish authorities," FRONTEX, the European Union's border and coast guard agency said in a statement earlier this month.
The trend is consistent throughout the majority of routes to European Union countries, where unauthorized migration has dropped significantly this year. However, as border and maritime security has been tightened in the Mediterranean, there has been a spike in migrant arrivals to the Canary Islands, a Spanish archipelago close to the Africa's Atlantic coast that is increasingly used as an alternate stepping stone to continental Europe.
The United Nations refugee agency estimates that at least 1,000 people die or go missing each year at sea. A nongovernmental organization, the Tunisian Forum for Economic and Social Rights, said it counted more than 1,300 dead or missing off Tunisia in 2023.

As the number of migrants who reach Europe drops, the number stuck in transit along the Tunisian coastline has risen. Thousands hoping to get on a boat to Europe, live in encampments on the outskirts of Tunisian cities and towns, where tensions have soared between migrants from sub-Saharan Africa, Tunisians and security forces.
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            Congo President Felix-Antoine Tshisekedi Tshilombo addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            FILE - Internally displaced Congolese wait for food to be distributed by WFP at the Mugunga 3 camp outside the eastern Congolese town of Goma Sunday Dec. 2, 2012. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay, File)
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            FILE - People displaced by the ongoing fighting gather at refugee camp on the outskirts of Goma, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa, File)
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                                        ARUSHA, Tanzania (AP) -- A regional court in East Africa opened proceedings on Thursday in a case filed by Congo against neighboring Rwanda, accusing it of violating Congo's sovereignty and territorial integrity by sending troops to help rebels in the country's east. 
Eastern Congo has struggled with armed violence as more than 120 groups fight for power, land and valuable mineral resources, while others try to defend their communities. Some armed groups have been accused of mass killings.
Congo alleges that Rwandan forces have been involved in aggression and war crimes in the east. In July, U.N. experts estimated that between 3,000 and 4,000 Rwanda government forces are deployed in eastern Congo alongside the M23 rebel group, which has been making major advances.
The East African Court of Justice, based in Arusha, Tanzania, was established as a regional court under a 1999 treaty among a group of east African nations and is meant to hear cases from Kenya, Burundi, Rwanda, Uganda and Tanzania. The court has been ratified by the United Nations.

    


The proceedings came a day after Congo's President Felix Tshisekedi called for sanctions against Rwanda at the U.N General Assembly, alleging it supports the M23 rebels in the restive eastern region.




In the lawsuit, Congo seeks to hold Rwanda accountable for violations including atrocities against civilians and breaches of international law, and also secure reparations for the victims of these alleged crimes.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The lawsuit underscores the long-running tensions between the two countries, particularly over the mineral-rich eastern Congo.
"We are happy the case has taken off," the lawyer representing Congo, Elisha Ongoya, told The Associated Press.

Rwanda raised objections, questioning the court's jurisdiction in the case. Its lawyer, Emile Ntwali, urged for the case to be dismissed since the regional court does not handle criminal matters.

    


Ntwali also pointed out procedural mistakes, such as Congo's failure to translate court documents into English, the official language of the court.
Congo's legal team asked the court to be allowed to submit new evidence and translated documents.
Presiding Judge Yohanne Masara said the court would review each side's arguments and deliver a ruling on the objections at a later date.
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                    FILE -A view of the Central Business District in Beijing, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)
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                                        China is redoubling its first-aid for its economy, targeting banks, workers and poor families as the ruling Communist Party prepares to mark the 75th anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic. 
Unconfirmed reports Thursday by the South China Morning Post and Bloomberg said the government plans to spend about 1 trillion yuan ($142 billion) on recapitalizing six big state-owned banks. The reports citing unnamed people familiar with the situation follow this week's statement by Li Yunze, head of the National Financial Regulatory Commission, that regulators would increase capital at six large banks.
Defaults by real estate developers following a crackdown several years ago on excessive borrowing for property projects have weighed on the banking sector, prompting the latest bailout.
Banks' interest margins and profits have shrunk, so "it is necessary to coordinate various channels such as internal and external channels to replenish capital," Li told reporters in Beijing.

    


President Xi Jinping and other top leaders held a quarterly meeting on the economy on Thursday, state media said, and acknowledged "some new situation and problems" had emerged. They promised to focus on support for new college graduates, migrant workers, the unemployed, elderly and disabled. 




The capital increase for the banks and promises of other measures were a second flurry this week of stimulus for the world's second-largest economy as it struggles to regain momentum after the COVID-19 pandemic. For a second time this week, financial markets rejoiced.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hong Kong's Hang Seng jumped 4.2% and the Shanghai Composite index surged 3.6%. The smaller market, in Shenzhen, was up 4.2%. Markets elsewhere in Asia and in Europe also logged strong gains. 
The raft of new measures to pump up growth began Tuesday, when officials from the central bank and other government agencies held a news conference in Beijing announcing various measures to help revive China's ailing property sector and prop up financial markets. 

    


Those measures included lower bank reserve requirements, reduced interest rates and smaller minimum down payments for some mortgages. 
The statement issued after the meeting Thursday of the ruling party's powerful Politburo called for "additional policies" for new problems that have cropped up, Julian Evans-Pritchard of Capital Economics said in a commentary. 
"However, it remains unclear if this will include the large-scale fiscal support needed to stabilize growth," he said. 
China's leaders appear determined to show they are taking action to restore confidence in the economy on the eve of the Oct. 1 National Day holiday, 75 years after the communists took power in 1949. 
The government also announced special "living allowances," or cash handouts, for the poor ahead of National Day observances. A notice from the Civil Affairs Ministry did not say how much would be paid. Although subsidies to ordinary people are uncommon, the ruling Communist Party sometimes marks special occasions with payments to families in difficulty. 

"We must look at the current economic situation comprehensively, objectively and calmly, face up to difficulties, strengthen confidence, and effectively enhance the sense of responsibility and urgency to do a good job in economic work," said the statement issued after the Politburo meeting.
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            FILE - North Carolina Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson speaks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally in Asheville, N.C., Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            Nancy Watson, of Raleigh, speaks on her phone at a democratic phone bank in Raleigh, N.C., Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Karl B DeBlaker)
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            Volunteers and staff work at a democratic phone bank in Raleigh, N.C., Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Karl B DeBlaker)
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                                        CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) -- There's an unlikely star in Kamala Harris ' push to win North Carolina: Mark Robinson.
The state's embattled Republican candidate for governor, Robinson is featured in conversations this week with Harris volunteers and voters on the phone and at their doorways. Democrats wave signs warning of Trump-Robinson extremism at their press conferences. Billboard trucks circulate in key cities warning that Robinson, also the state's lieutenant governor, is "unhinged." And Harris is running a new television advertising campaign highlighting Donald Trump's history of lavishing Robinson with flowery praise.
No Democrat has carried this Southern state since former President Barack Obama in 2008, whose victory stands as the only Democratic win on the presidential level here in a half-century. But Trump held North Carolina by just 1.3 percentage points four years ago, and it is again emerging as one of the most competitive states in the final weeks before Election Day.

    


Democrats are betting the weight of Robinson's extraordinary baggage can give Harris the edge she needs to make history. 




Both sides concede that a Harris victory in North Carolina would make Trump's path to the presidency dramatically more difficult. The Republican presidential nominee acknowledged the high stakes during a campaign stop on Wednesday.
"We won North Carolina twice, and we gotta win it one more time," Trump told a cheering audience at a Charlotte-area manufacturing plant. "We win North Carolina, we're going all the way." 
Trump has stopped mentioning Robinson

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Yet Trump made no mention of Robinson at the event as he introduced several VIPs, his second in-state snub of his hand-picked candidate for governor in the span of five days.
Democrats aren't making it so easy for Trump to distance himself from the man he endorsed, granted a speaking slot at the Republican National Convention and described as "one of the great leaders in our country" and "better than Martin Luther King."

    


Virtually every message that Harris' campaign delivered to North Carolina voters this week featured Robinson, who has been abandoned by many Republican officials -- and his own staff -- in the wake of a CNN report that detailed explicit racial and sexual posts on a pornography website. The Republican Governors Association stopped running ads on his behalf this week, and Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin, who serves on the RGA's executive committee, told the National Review on Wednesday that he would no longer be supporting Robinson.
Still, Trump has refused so far to rescind his endorsement. That's even as Robinson, a regular presence during Trump's recent North Carolina appearances, has become he-who-must-not-be-named at recent events.
Republican National Committee Chair Michael Whatley, a North Carolina native, skipped over Robinson as he ticked down a list of the state's most important elected officials during a campaign stop in Charlotte earlier in the week. 
The slight didn't go unnoticed. Two audience members shouted out Robinson's name during Whatley's remarks. The GOP chairman didn't flinch.

    


Both Trump and his running mate JD Vance ignored Robinson during their four combined North Carolina appearances since Saturday. Vance was forced to acknowledge his party's candidate for governor only when he took questions from reporters.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"What he said or didn't say is ultimately between him and the people of North Carolina," Vance said of Robinson. "I've seen some of the statements, I haven't seen them all. Some of them are pretty gross, to put it mildly."
Republicans are concerned about the scandal's fallout
Veteran North Carolina Republican operative Dallas Woodhouse said Robinson's potential impact on the election "is concerning," although he predicted it would have a more serious chilling effect on down-ballot candidates for Congress and the state house, where the GOP is fighting to preserve a supermajority in both chambers. 
Meanwhile, some Democrats close to the Harris campaign fear that the Robinson scandal in the governor's race may not be enough to swing North Carolina's 16 electoral votes to the Democratic nominee. The state has been in the party's sights since Obama won here in 2008, but even Obama could not repeat his success in 2012. 

    


There is a sense, at least among some Harris insiders, that Georgia may be Harris' better opportunity in the South. 
Still, Democrats point to North Carolina's large suburban and college-educated population -- demographics that are trending away from Trump -- in addition to a growing Hispanic population and strong base of African Americans, who remain core groups in the Democratic coalition. 
Harris' team is hopeful that the continued Robinson fallout, and their intense focus on it during the election's final weeks, will give them a slight advantage -- even if only by convincing some would-be Trump voters not to show up at the polls at all. They're also hoping to peel off some of the 250,000 voters who backed Trump's Republican rival Nikki Haley in the state's March primary.

    


"What is new now, is the attention on Robinson is higher," said Dan Kanninen, the battleground state director for the Harris campaign. "There's a greater public recognition that he's so far outside the mainstream, as is Donald Trump, that I think voters now have an opportunity to connect those dots in a way that could stick at a time when voters are starting to pay attention and make decisions."
He called North Carolina "an absolute dead-heat tossup." 
Robinson's troubles don't dampen GOP enthusiasm for Trump
There were signs of concern about Robinson inside Charlotte's Freedom House Church during one of Vance's appearances this week, although no one said that the gubernatorial candidate's troubles would dissuade them from voting for Trump. 
"I can't say I'm confident. It's close," Greg Mills, a Republican school board candidate in Cabarrus County, said of the presidential race.
As a candidate for local office himself, Mills said he's still "inclined to support" Robinson because the gubernatorial candidate has denied the allegations. "If it's true, it's deeply troubling," he said.
Mills said he has "no reservations" about supporting Trump, however. 
Sitting not far away in the packed church, Kathy Goodman, 74, of Harrisburg, said she's not sure whether she'll vote for Robinson this fall. But she insisted that Trump is "too good" to be weighed down by Robinson.
"He should not be held accountable for what Mark Robinson did," Goodman said. "They're two different individuals."
Beyond Robinson, Democrats also boast a superior ground game with 27 campaign offices across the state staffed by more than 250 paid field staff and more than 26,000 volunteers -- the vast majority of whom joined the campaign after Harris stepped in for President Joe Biden. 
The Trump campaign has allowed outside groups to handle the bulk of its on-the-ground voter outreach, while devoting much of its resources to "voter integrity" monitoring once voting begins. 
At a Raleigh volunteer center earlier in the week, Democratic volunteer Nancy Watson, 43, spent her lunch break one day making phone calls to prospective Harris supporters. She said she spends almost every weekend canvassing for the campaign as well.
Watson is hopeful that the Robinson scandal will ultimately help Harris, but reflecting on her recent conversations with voters, she said some people still aren't paying close attention. 
"You never know what motivates potential voters," she said.
Vernon Daughtry, a 66-year-old volunteer who has retired from careers in teaching and nursing, was making phone calls nearby. 

"I'm glad that he's still on the ticket. I hope he brings Trump down," Daughtry said of Robinson. "It's time for North Carolina to elect a Democratic president. It can be done."
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            Japan's outgoing Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's governing party, in a key vote Friday, will pick a new leader to replace him as head of the party and the government.
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            FILE - Candidates of Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) presidential election, from left, Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi, former Economic Security Minister Takayuki Kobayashi, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi, former Environment Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa, former Chief Cabinet Secretary Katsunobu Kato, Digital Minister Taro Kono, former Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba and LDP Secretary General Toshimitsu Motegi, pose for a photo session before the start of a joint news conference at the party's headquarters in Tokyo Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (Franck Robichon/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            This photo combination shows the candidates of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party for the party's upcoming presidential election, from left to right, former Environment Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, former Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba and Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi. Japan will have a new leader after outgoing Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's governing Liberal Democratic Party holds a vote on Sept. 27 to choose his replacement.(AP Photo)
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- The governing party of outgoing Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida holds a key vote Friday that will establish a new national leader.
The vote is limited to the long-ruling Liberal Democratic Party's parliamentarians and dues-paying members. Because the party's governing coalition dominates parliament, the winner is assured to be Japan's next prime minister.
A record nine lawmakers, including two women, are vying for the job in an unpredictable race.
The winner must quickly regain public trust, or Japan could face a return to a damaging cycle of short-lived governments, experts say. 
How does the election work?
The vote is limited to LDP lawmakers and 1.1 million grassroots members. That's less than 1% of the country's eligible voters.
No candidate is expected to win a majority in the first round of voting because of split votes, so the winner will probably be determined in a runoff between the top two vote-getters.

    


LDP leadership votes used to be determined by the party's powerful faction leaders, but experts say that may change this time because all but one of the six factions has announced their dissolution following the party's corruption scandals. 




The vote is crucial for the LDP, which is looking for a leader who can revive public support for the party after scandals that hurt Kishida's popularity. 
What does the vote mean for Japan?

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Experts say this election could mark a return to an era similar to the early 2000s, when "revolving door" leadership changes and political instability ended only with former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe' s eight-year reign.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This is because the new leader will lack stable backing by powerful factions. 
Kishida's three-year leadership stint followed Yoshihide Suga, who had one year in power before he was forced to resign over his unpopular handling of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Frequent government changes make it difficult for Japanese leaders to tackle long-term policy goals or develop trusted relations with other leaders. Japan's diplomatic and security policies, though, will continue to be based on its key alliance with the United States.

    


With less influence from factions, the prime minister can exercise more power, but stability depends on support ratings, said Yu Uchiyama, University of Tokyo politics professor. The question is whether the next prime minister can decisively carry out political reform. A new leader will also have to deal with soaring military, child care and climate change costs, he said. 
The most damaging scandal centers on the failure of dozens of the party's most influential members to report political donations. That led to the indictment of several lawmakers, their aides and accountants. Kishida's party has tightened political funds laws and conducted an internal investigation, but critics say the measures weren't enough. 
"I foresee a continued stagnation in the political situation, with the LDP repeatedly changing faces," said Chiyako Sato, a political editorial writer for the Mainichi newspaper.
Who's running?
All nine candidates are incumbent or former Cabinet ministers. 

    


Shigeru Ishiba, a former defense minister, has steadily ranked No. 1 in media surveys. Environment Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, the son of a former popular prime minister, Junichiro Koizumi, is behind Ishiba. Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi, an Abe protege and staunch conservative who ran against Kishida in 2021, is third by a narrow margin.
Experts say two of the three are expected to advance to a runoff. But it's difficult to predict a winner, because a runoff could be influenced by backroom dealing among party heavyweights.
A first female prime minister?
Takaichi and Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa are seeking to become Japan's first female leader.
That, however, is largely in the hands of senior male veterans like former Prime Ministers Taro Aso, Suga and Kishida.
Of the two women, Takaichi ranks higher in media surveys than Kamikawa. She has ties to Abe faction members, including those implicated in the slush funds scandal, and her conservative support for paternalistic traditions are criticized by some as bad for women's advancement.

    


Kamikawa is seen as a safe choice by some. She has said that just being able to enter the race has demonstrated a new LDP.
Women make up only 10.3% of Japan's lower house of parliament. That makes the country 163rd for female representation among 190 countries examined in an April report by the Geneva-based Inter-Parliamentary Union.
In Japan's largely paternalistic culture, it's still normal for sons to inherit political power from their fathers, often limiting opportunity for women from nonpolitical families to run. The nine candidates include five male hereditary politicians.
What happens next?
On Oct. 1, Kishida and his Cabinet ministers will resign. The new leader, after a parliamentary endorsement, will then form a new Cabinet later in the day.
While the current term for the lower house lasts until October 2025, most candidates say they'll hold an early election soon after taking office. Observers expect an election within weeks, so the new prime minister can try to capitalize on a fresh image. 

    


The main opposition -- the liberal-leaning Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan -- has scored some wins in local elections this year. That was helped by LDP scandals. But the party has since struggled to build momentum.
The CPDJ on Monday chose former Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda as leader. That's a conservative shift likely meant to grab swing voters and LDP supporters disgusted by the scandals.
Political watchers say the opposition is too fractured to attract voters who want to punish the LDP, and there's skepticism that the opposition parties are viable alternatives.

At an LDP candidates' campaign event in Tokyo, party member Shohei Tsunoda, 72, said: "It would be good if we could have a system like in America, where two parties compete and take turns in power. But right now, the CPDJ doesn't seem to have that kind of strength."
___
Follow AP's Asia-Pacific coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/asia-pacific
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            Members of UNLV run onto the field after a 23-20 win over Kansas during an NCAA college football game, Friday, Sept. 13, 2024, at Children's Mercy Park in Kansas City, Kan. (AP Photo/Ed Zurga)
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            Air Force wide receiver Cade Harris attempts to slip past Baylor linebacker Keaton Thomas during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Waco, Texas. (Rod Aydelotte/Waco Tribune-Herald via AP)
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            UNLV running back Jai'Den Thomas, center, runs the ball against Kansas in the first half of an NCAA college football game Friday, Sept. 13, 2024, at Children's Mercy Park in Kansas City, Kan. (AP Photo/Ed Zurga)
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            UNLV running back Jai'Den Thomas, center, runs the ball against Kansas in the first half of an NCAA college football game Friday, Sept. 13, 2024, at Children's Mercy Park in Kansas City, Kan. (AP Photo/Ed Zurga)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


UNLV and Air Force have decided to remain in the Mountain West as the conference thwarted off attempts at further poaching by the Pac-12 and American Athletic Conference by offering financial incentives to its most prominent remaining members to stay, a person with knowledge of the decisions told The Associated Press on Wednesday night.
The person spoke on condition of anonymity because the schools had not made their intentions public. The Mountain West declined to comment on its internal discussions.
The Action Network first reported UNLV and Air Force had decided to stay in the Mountain West.
The Mountain West has already lost five members to the rebuilding Pac-12 over the last two weeks, including Utah State earlier this week.
Utah State's departure came as Commissioner Gloria Nevarez was trying to convince her remaining members to agree to a multiple-year grant of rights that would bind schools together and to the conference through media rights.

    


That gave the other seven schools a chance to reconsider, but ultimately it appears Nevarez will be able to keep the Mountain West alive with the help of about $100 million dollars in exit fees expected to come the conference's way from the departing schools.




The Pac-12 is suing the Mountain West over another $55 million in poaching penalties that were part of a football scheduling agreement Oregon State and Washington State entered into with the conference for this season. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The person said UNLV and Air Force have been offered signing bonuses of more than $20 million to stay put, and that was more than other conferences were willing to spend to lure them away. 
UNLV had been targeted by the Pac-12 to become its eighth member. Mountain West schools Boise State, San Diego State, Colorado State and Fresno State agreed two weeks ago to join Oregon State and Boise State in the relaunched Pac-12 in 2026.

    


Air Force was being courted by the AAC to join fellow service academies Army and Navy in a conference for the first time.
The other remaining Mountain West schools are San Jose State, New Mexico, Wyoming, Nevada and Hawaii, which is a football-only member. That leaves the Mountain West, like the Pac-12, still in need of at least one more member to be a recognized conference by the NCAA and College Football Playoff. 
Phase two of the Pac-12's expansion has not gone as smoothly as the the first. The conference had targeted AAC schools in the Central tme zone, including Memphis and Tulane, in an attempt to extend the league's footprint and gather the top remaining non-Power Four football programs under one roof.
The Pac-12 also has had discussions with basketball powerhouse Gonzaga of the West Coast Conference, but that would still leave the league one football school short of the minimum.
Texas State of the Sun Belt could be next up for the Pac-12.
The Mountain West could find another member in Northern California, with Sacramento State leaders considering a move up from the Big Sky to Division I football's top tier.
___
Follow Ralph D. Russo at https://twitter.com/ralphDrussoAP
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres speaks during a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            Keir Starmer, Prime Minister of Britain, speaks during a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            Linda Thomas-Greenfield, United States Ambassador to the United Nations, speaks during a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 9 | 
            Robert Golob, Prime Minister of Slovenia and current president of the Security Council, speaks during a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            Russia's Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Vershinin speaks during a meeting of the Security Council, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at U.N. headquarters. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 9 | 
            British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, front right, speaks during a Security Council meeting at the United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Leon Neal/Pool Photo via AP)
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            British Foreign Secretary David Lammy, front left, and US Ambassador to the UN Linda Thomas-Greenfield, front right, attend a Security Council meeting at the United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Leon Neal/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Wang Yi, Minister for Foreign Affairs of China, center, speaks during a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer addresses the Security Council during the 79th United Nations General Assembly at the United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Leon Neal/Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        UN chief criticizes divided Security Council for failure of leadership to end wars, calls for unity

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 9 | 
            United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres speaks during a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 9

                                    
                                    United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres speaks during a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 9 | 
            Keir Starmer, Prime Minister of Britain, speaks during a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            Linda Thomas-Greenfield, United States Ambassador to the United Nations, speaks during a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            Robert Golob, Prime Minister of Slovenia and current president of the Security Council, speaks during a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            Russia's Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Vershinin speaks during a meeting of the Security Council, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at U.N. headquarters. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- The United Nations chief sharply criticized the powerful but deeply divided Security Council at a high-level meeting Wednesday for a failure of leadership to end wars in Gaza, Ukraine, Sudan and beyond.
"Peace demands action. And peace demands leadership," Secretary-General Antonio Guterres told the 15-member council charged with ensuring international peace and security. "Instead, we're seeing deepening geopolitical divisions and mistrust."
He pointed to repeated violations of the U.N. Charter and international law, conflicts multiplying and becoming more deadly, and civilians paying the steepest price.
The council has been blocked from any action on Ukraine because Russia is a veto-wielding member and a party to the conflict - invading its neighbor in violation of the U.N. Charter, which requires all members to ensure the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all other nations.

    


It has been stymied in taking tough action on the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza because of Israel's close ally, the United States, another veto-wielding member. And in Sudan, there are divisions among some members supporting the warring rival generals.




The secretary-general said peace is possible in Ukraine, Gaza and Sudan if council members unite and follow the U.N. Charter and international law.
"A divided council cannot," he said. "It is imperative that council members spare no effort to work together to find common ground" as it has done overseeing 11 peacekeeping operations on three continents and authorizing humanitarian aid to global hotspots.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Slovenia, which holds the Security Council presidency this month, chose the topic, "Leadership for Peace" for its signature event during the annual gathering of world leaders at the U.N. General Assembly - and invited leaders from the 15 council nations to attend.
The advance speakers list has five presidents and prime ministers, six foreign ministers, a deputy foreign minister, a vice foreign minister, the U.S. ambassador, who is also listed as a member of President Joe Biden's Cabinet, and a Russian representative.

    


At the same time as the council was meeting, Biden was appearing on "The View," a popular daytime talk show, while Secretary of State Antony Blinken's schedule said he was scheduled to attend a meeting of the Group of 20 major economic powers soon after.
Mirjana Spoljaric Egger, president of the International Committee of the Red Cross, which works in the world's crisis areas, called for a renewed respect for international humanitarian law. "Wars can be fought and won while adhering to the letter and the spirit of the law," she told the council.
Spoljaric said the Red Cross today sees warring parties overlooking their international humanitarian law obligations "to justify violations, destruction and impediments to humanitarian action."
Liberia's former President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, now a member of The Elders group of former global leaders founded by Nelson Mandela, was equally gloomy. 
"Preserving peace should be the primary responsibility of any leader. Yet the leadership for peace that the world desperately needs is sorely lacking today," she said.

    


The Elders are calling for action on three issues: Leaders must uphold international law. Conflict resolution and peace-building must be "truly inclusive." And the Security Council, "widely seen to be ineffective," must be reformed to tackle challenges of the world of 2025 and beyond, and not remain "a relic of 1945," when the United Nations was established.
On a more positive note, all 15 members of the council approved a presidential statement -- a step below a legally binding resolution -- that reaffirms the principles of the U.N. Charter and recognizes the need for universal adherence to obligations in international law and council resolutions.
In the statement, the council underscored "the importance of upholding multilateralism" -- the foundation of the U.N. where all nations work together. And it recognized "that the spirit that guided the creation of the United Nations should prevail and inspire mankind to persist on the path of peace."

    


But despite council members' agreement to the lofty language in the statement, their deep divisions were clearly evident at Wednesday's meeting.
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, in his first appearance at the U.N., recognized the divide, calling for a renewal of the international consensus on delivering humanitarian support. "This should be a bare minimum, yet too often, we're falling short," he said.
He also called for an end to fighting in Gaza, Ukraine and Sudan and accountability for those violating the U.N. Charter, saying Russia carried out "the greatest violation of the Charter in a generation" by invading Ukraine.
U.S. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield said the council must be guided by the U.N. Charter, and called Russia's invasion of Ukraine a direct attack on the Charter's foundational values.

    


"Since launching its full-scale invasion, Russia has committed atrocity after atrocity," she said. "President (Vladimir) Putin remains hell-bent on redrawing the borders of a sovereign country by force. But the Ukrainian people have not relented. They have stood strong."
On the other side, Russia's deputy ambassador Dmitry Polyansky told the council that "most probably not since the Cuban missile crisis in 1962 has our planet been so close to a global conflict as today."
He claimed the world has ended up in such a dangerous situation because the U.S. and its allies are striving to maintain their dominance in the world through NATO and the European Union -- and they are dragging themselves "into war with Russia in order to keep afloat the anti-Russia project in Ukraine."
Polyansky claimed Russia's military action in Ukraine complies with the U.N. Charter, claiming it is in self-defense and that its forces are winning.

U.S. deputy ambassador Robert Wood countered that Russia's war of aggression "will fail, Ukraine will prevail, and Russia just needs to end this destabilizing rhetoric and nuclear saber-rattling."
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            This photo combination shows the candidates of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party for the party's upcoming presidential election. Top row from left, former Environment Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, former Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba, and Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi. Middle row from left, Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa, Digital Minister Taro Kono, and Liberal Democratic Party's Secretary General Toshimitsu Motegi. Bottom row from left, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi, former Economic Security Minister Takayuki Kobayashi and former Chief Cabinet Secretary Katsunobu Kato. Japan will have a new leader after outgoing Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's governing Liberal Democratic Party holds a vote on Sept. 27 to choose his replacement. (AP Photo)
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            The candidates of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party for the party's upcoming presidential election attend the meeting of their speeches at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept.12, 2024. Candidates are front row from from left, Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi, former Economic Security Minister Takayuki Kobayashi, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi, former Environment Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa, former Chief Cabinet Secretary Katsunobu Kato, Digital Minister Taro Kono, former Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba and Liberal Democratic Party's Secretary General Toshimitsu Motegi at the party's headquarters n Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Japan's former Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba, a candidate of Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) presidential election, speaks next to another candidate former Environment Minister Shinjiro Koizumi during a joint news conference at the party's headquarters in Tokyo Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (Franck Robichon/Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            Japan's former Environment Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, a candidate of Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) presidential election, speaks during a joint news conference at the party's headquarters in Tokyo Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (Franck Robichon/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Japan's Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi, second right, a candidate of Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) presidential election, speaks during a joint news conference at the party's headquarters in Tokyo Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (Franck Robichon/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Candidates of Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) presidential election wait for next question from journalists during a joint news conference at the party's headquarters in Tokyo Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (Franck Robichon/Pool Photo via AP)
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            This photo combination shows the candidates of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party for the party's upcoming presidential election. Top row from left, former Environment Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, former Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba, and Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi. Middle row from left, Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa, Digital Minister Taro Kono, and Liberal Democratic Party's Secretary General Toshimitsu Motegi. Bottom row from left, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi, former Economic Security Minister Takayuki Kobayashi and former Chief Cabinet Secretary Katsunobu Kato. Japan will have a new leader after outgoing Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's governing Liberal Democratic Party holds a vote on Sept. 27 to choose his replacement. (AP Photo)
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            The candidates of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party for the party's upcoming presidential election attend the meeting of their speeches at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept.12, 2024. Candidates are front row from from left, Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi, former Economic Security Minister Takayuki Kobayashi, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi, former Environment Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa, former Chief Cabinet Secretary Katsunobu Kato, Digital Minister Taro Kono, former Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba and Liberal Democratic Party's Secretary General Toshimitsu Motegi at the party's headquarters n Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Japan's former Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba, a candidate of Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) presidential election, speaks next to another candidate former Environment Minister Shinjiro Koizumi during a joint news conference at the party's headquarters in Tokyo Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (Franck Robichon/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Japan's Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi, second right, a candidate of Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) presidential election, speaks during a joint news conference at the party's headquarters in Tokyo Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (Franck Robichon/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Candidates of Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) presidential election wait for next question from journalists during a joint news conference at the party's headquarters in Tokyo Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (Franck Robichon/Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 6

                                    
                                    Candidates of Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) presidential election wait for next question from journalists during a joint news conference at the party's headquarters in Tokyo Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (Franck Robichon/Pool Photo via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            MARI YAMAGUCHI

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        TOKYO (AP) -- A record nine candidates are running in Japan's ruling party election Friday to replace outgoing Prime Minister Fumio Kishida. 
A former defense minister who is a longtime veteran, the relatively young son of a popular former prime minister and the economic security minister who would be the country's first woman prime minister are considered top contenders.
No candidate is likely to win a majority in the first round, so the top two vote-getters will advance to a second round to be held immediately after the first on Friday afternoon.
Here are the candidates:
Shigeru Ishiba
Ishiba, a 67-year-old former banker, is running in the leadership race for a fifth time and said this will be his "final battle."
First elected to parliament in 1986, he has served as defense minister, agriculture minister and other key Cabinet and party posts.
Despite his longstanding popularity among voters, the outspoken idealist has struggled to win enough support from fellow party lawmakers.

    


But now, Ishiba's experience, stability and expertise is increasingly considered a strength for the party as it prepares to face the main opposition Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan's new leader, former Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda, a veteran known for gripping speeches. 




Considered a defense policy expert, Ishiba has proposed an Asian version of the NATO military alliance and a more equal Japan-U.S. security alliance. Ishiba is a supporter of Taiwan' s democracy. He calls for an establishment of a disaster management agency in one of the world's most disaster-prone country. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ishiba vows to push for more diversity and gender equality. He supports a revision to a 19th century civil code requiring married couples to choose one of their surnames, which has caused most women to adopt their husbands' surname. Moves to change the code have stalled for decades due to the LDP's sole opposition. 

    


Ishiba also supports legalizing same-sex marriage.
Shinjiro Koizumi

Koizumi, the son of popular Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi, has been considered a potential candidate for the top position since he was elected to parliament in 2009 and at 43 would be Japan's youngest prime minister.
Considered a political blue blood, he has been popular despite his relative lack of experience, and is backed by a former prime minister, Yoshihide Suga. But some of his popularity has eroded as policy debates have heated up, displaying his lack of expertise.
Koizumi has vowed to push reforms that would create more choices in careers and life paths. In an attempt to promote paternity leave, he took two weeks off when his first child was born in 2020. Koizumi also supports allowing a duel surname option for married couples, an option that is now supported by the country's powerful business lobby but opposed by conservatives in the LDP. 
His policy proposal of easing regulations on dismissing workers as a way of promoting a flexible labor market has stirred controversy because it was seen as a lack of protection of labor rights. 
He said he would further strengthen the Japan-U.S. alliance and expand a cooperation network with other like-minded nations to deter China's growing influence. He regularly visits Tokyo's controversial  Yasukuni Shrine, seen by Asian neighbors as a symbol of Japan's wartime militarism.

    


As environment minister in 2019, Koizumi made his international debut at a United Nations summit, saying "a big-scale issue like climate change has got to be fun, it's got to be cool, and it's got to be sexy, too." His choice of language was criticized as shallow.
Koizumi holds a master's degree in political science from Columbia University. 
Sanae Takaichi
Takaichi, 63, is the economic security minister and is making her second bid to become Japan's first female leader. A protege of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, she is a staunch conservative and attracts the right wing. 
In the 2021 party leadership vote, she finished third in a runoff.
Takaichi has vowed to fortify Japan's resilience to natural disasters and security risks by bolstering food security, supply chains and military capability. She calls for strengthening cyber and space defense, and has proposed the creation of a Cabinet-level intelligence bureau.

    


She has stressed economic growth over fiscal discipline as a key pillar of her policies.
A regular visitor to Yasukuni, Takaichi is known as a revisionist who downplays Japan's wartime atrocities, and has called for a tougher stance on China.
Her ties to Abe faction membes who have been implicated in a slush fund scandal have been seen as a potential weakness.
Taikaichi opposes same-sex marriage and the proposal to allow married women to keep their maiden name, and supports the imperial family's male-only succession. Her support for traditions considered paternalistic have been cited by critics as bad for women's advancement.

    


After serving as a newscaster for a Japanese TV station, Takaichi was elected to parliament in 1993 and has also served as minister of internal affairs and gender equality. She has said her role model is Margaret Thatcher.
Additional candidates:
Yoshimasa Hayashi, 63, is chief Cabinet secretary and a former foreign minister who is known as Kishida's confidante and for his all-round policy expertise.
Takayuki Kobayashi, 49, a former economic security minister, is a rising policy guru among the younger generations and a conservative who backed Takaichi in 2021.
Toshimitsu Motegi, 67, is the LDP's secretary general who has served as foreign minister and trade minister and who is known as a tough negotiator. 
Yoko Kamikawa, 71, is the foreign minister. She is a Harvard-educated former think tank analyst known as low-key and dilligent, and has pushed a U.N. initiative of "women, peace and security."
Taro Kono, 61, is the digital minister who is known as a maverick for criticizing party policies, but has reversed his opposition to nuclear energy citing growing power demands for data centers and AI.

Katsunobu Kato, 68, is a former health minister who was close to Abe and shares his conservative views. His campaign policies include seeking to double income.
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            Taylor Meehan, right, an attorney for the Utah Legislature, defends a proposed constitutional amendment before the Utah Supreme Court in Salt Lake City on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Jeffrey D. Allred/The Deseret News via AP, Pool)
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            Justice Paige Petersen speaks during a hearing about a proposed constitutional amendment before the Utah Supreme Court in Salt Lake City on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Jeffrey D. Allred/The Deseret News via AP, Pool)
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            Associate Chief Justice John Pearce asks a question during a hearing about a proposed constitutional amendment before the Utah Supreme Court in Salt Lake City on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Jeffrey D. Allred/The Deseret News via AP, Pool)
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            Mark Gaber, an attorney for the League of Women Voters, argues against a proposed constitutional amendment before the Utah Supreme Court in Salt Lake City on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Jeffrey D. Allred/The Deseret News via AP, Pool)
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            Chief Justice Matthew Durrant speaks during a hearing about a proposed constitutional amendment before the Utah Supreme Court in Salt Lake City on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Jeffrey D. Allred/The Deseret News via AP, Pool)
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            Attendees listen during a hearing about a proposed constitutional amendment before the Utah Supreme Court in Salt Lake City on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Jeffrey D. Allred/The Deseret News via AP, Pool)
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            Mark Gaber, an attorney for the League of Women Voters, argues against a proposed constitutional amendment before the Utah Supreme Court in Salt Lake City on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Jeffrey D. Allred/The Deseret News via AP, Pool)
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                                        SALT LAKE CITY (AP) -- Utah voters will not decide this November on a constitutional amendment asking voters to cede power over ballot measures to lawmakers after the Utah Supreme Court on Wednesday upheld a lower court decision voiding the amendment.
The five-justice panel grilled attorneys for the Legislature earlier Wednesday before siding with opponents of the amendment who argued it would have been presented to voters in a misleading manner. Republican legislative leaders, who penned the ballot question, had asked the high court to overturn a district judge's ruling and put Amendment D back before the public. 
The amendment would have given lawmakers constitutional authority to rewrite voter-approved ballot measures or repeal them entirely. Lawmakers also could have applied their new power to initiatives from past election cycles.

    


But the summary that voters would have seen on their ballots only asked if the state constitution should be changed to "strengthen the initiative process" and to clarify the roles of legislators and voters. 
"The description does not submit the amendment to voters 'with such clarity as to enable the voters to express their will,'" the high court wrote in its opinion.




The justices said District Judge Dianna Gibson ruled correctly in mid-September when she ordered that any votes cast for or against the amendment should not count. She ruled that the ballot question language was "counterfactual" and did not disclose to voters the unfettered power they would be handing to state lawmakers. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The state Supreme Court also agreed with Gibson's assessment that the Legislature had failed to publish the ballot question in newspapers across the state during the required time frame. 
Because of ballot-printing deadlines, the amendment text will still appear on Utah ballots this November, but votes will not be counted.

    


Utah Democrats were quick to celebrate the ruling, which blocked a ballot question that state party chair Diane Lewis called "intentionally deceitful."
"Today's Supreme Court decision ensures that voters can make their voices heard, despite all the Republican supermajority's attempts to trick Utahns into giving away their power," Lewis said.
In a joint statement, Senate President Stuart Adams and House Speaker Mike Schultz called the ruling troubling and said it was a sad day for the state. 
Their next opportunity to place a similar proposal on the ballot will be in 2026.
"The Legislature offered the court a way to preserve the voting rights of all Utahns, but instead, the court took the chance to vote on Amendment D out of the voters' hands," the Republican legislative leaders said.
Republican Gov. Spencer Cox said last week during his monthly televised news conference at KUED-TV that he thought Gibson's lower court opinion was "compelling," but he declined to say whether he thought the ballot question was misleading.
"It is important that the language is clear and conveys what the actual changes will do," Cox said. "I do hope that, eventually, the people of Utah will get a chance to weigh in and decide one way or another how this is going to go. I think that's very important, but it is important that we get it right."

    


Justices agreed that voters should eventually have an opportunity to decide if they want to give lawmakers greater power to change citizen-approved initiatives, but only if the question is presented in a way that complies with the state constitution.
The amendment marked lawmakers' first attempt to circumvent another Utah Supreme Court ruling from July, which found that the Legislature has very limited authority to change laws approved through citizen initiatives.
Frustrated by that decision, legislative leaders in August used their broadly worded emergency powers to call a special session in which both chambers approved placing an amendment on the November ballot. Democrats decried the decision as a "power grab," while many Republicans argued it would be dangerous to have certain laws on the books that could not be substantially changed. 

    


Taylor Meehan, an attorney for the Legislature, defended the proposal before the state Supreme Court earlier Wednesday, arguing that a reasonably intelligent voter would be able to understand the intent of the ballot question. She said the summary that appears on the ballot is not required to educate voters about the effects of the amendment and is meant to point people to the full text to learn more.

Mark Gaber, an attorney for the League of Women Voters, argued voters would not assume a ballot summary was false and should not be expected to go searching for accurate information.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/utah-constitutional-amendment-voting-rights-622fd9d4ff15c23ce8ad5f44dad7c333



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    The IMF approves a $7 billion loan for Pakistan, which will get $1 billion immediately | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The IMF approves a $7 billion loan for Pakistan, which will get $1 billion immediately

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, arrives for the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024, at UN headquarters. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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                                        ISLAMABAD (AP) -- The executive board of the International Monetary Fund has approved a new $7 billion loan for cash-strapped Pakistan, authorities said Wednesday, more than two months after the two sides said they had reached an agreement. 
The loan -- which Islamabad will receive in installments over 37 months -- is aimed at boosting Pakistan's ailing economy, officials added.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif in a statement hailed the deal that his team had been negotiating with the IMF since June. He thanked Kristalina Georgieva, the head of the IMF and her team, for the approval. 
The global lender said its immediate disbursement will be about $1 billion. 
In a statement issued Thursday, it praised Pakistan for taking key steps to restore economic stability. Growth has rebounded, inflation has fallen to single digits, and a calm foreign exchange market have allowed the rebuilding of reserve buffers.

    


But it also criticized authorities. The IMF warned that, despite the progress, Pakistan's vulnerabilities and structural challenges remained formidable. 
It said a difficult business environment, weak governance, and an outsized role of the state hindered investment, while the tax base remained too narrow.




"Spending on health and education has been insufficient to tackle persistent poverty, and inadequate infrastructure investment has limited economic potential and left Pakistan vulnerable to the impact of climate change," it warned.


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The development comes more than two months after the IMF reached a staff-level agreement with Pakistan for the new loan. It also came a day after officials said the global lender's executive board would approve the loan on Wednesday, adding that Pakistan had met all the conditions set by the lender.
Pakistan for decades has been relying on IMF loans to meet its economic needs.
Sharif thanked China and other friendly countries for facilitating Pakistan's deal with the IMF.
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            Unite General Secretary Sharon Graham, foreground left vote with other delegates in favour of a motion calling for the winter fuel cut to be reversed during the Labour Party Conference at the ACC Liverpool, in Liverpool, England, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Stefan Rousseau/PA via AP)
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            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer addresses members at the Labour Party Conference in Liverpool, England, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024.(AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            General Secretary of the Unite union Sharon Graham speaks during a debate on cuts to the winter fuel allowance during the Labour Party Conference in Liverpool, England, Wednesday Sept. 25, 2024. (Stefan Rousseau/PA via AP)
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            Britain's Health Secretary, Wes Streeting addresses the the Labour Party Conference at the ACC Liverpool, in Liverpool, England, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Stefan Rousseau/PA via AP)
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            Unite General Secretary Sharon Graham gestures, during the Labour Party Conference at the ACC Liverpool, in Liverpool, England, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Stefan Rousseau/PA via AP)
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                                        LIVERPOOL, England (AP) -- Members of Britain's governing Labour Party dealt Prime Minister Keir Starmer a blow on Wednesday, rejecting his decision to cut payments that offset winter heating costs for millions of retirees.
The vote on the final day of Labour's annual conference is not binding, but it's a setback to Starmer's efforts to unite his center-left party around the contentious measure.
Since winning office in July, Starmer has cautioned that the dire state of the public finances inherited from the last Conservative government means he must make hard choices such as ending the winter fuel allowance, worth between 200 and 300 pounds ($262 and $393), for all but the poorest pensioners.
Trade unions that are among Labour's funders and allies organized resistance to the cut at the conference in Liverpool, northwest England. They forced a vote on a demand for the decision to be reversed. It was narrowly passed in a show-of-hands vote amid cheers and jeers in the conference hall.

    


"I do not understand how our new Labour government can cut the winter fuel payment for pensioners and leave the super-rich untouched," said Sharon Graham, general secretary of the Unite union, to applause from delegates. "This is not what people voted for. It is the wrong decision and it needs to be reversed."




The government has promised the withdrawal of the heating allowance will be offset by an above-inflation increase in the state pension and other measures to reduce poverty.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Work and Pensions Secretary Liz Kendall told delegates that the cut "wasn't a decision we wanted or expected to make." But she argued that "this Labour government has done more to help the poorest pensioners in the last two months than the Tories did in 14 years."
Starmer tried to unite the party and appeal to a skeptical electorate in his first conference speech as prime minister on Tuesday, telling voters exhausted by years of political and economic turmoil that better times are on the way -- if they swallow his recipe of short-term pain for long-term gain.


    


He said he would make "tough decisions" -- code for public spending restraint and tax increases -- to achieve economic growth to fund schools, hospitals, roads, railways and more.
Starmer acknowledged some of those decisions would be unpopular, but said: "We will turn our collar up and face the storm."
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                    FILE - Nassau County Executive Bruce Blakeman, at podium, speaks during a news conference in Mineola, N.Y., March 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Philip Marcelo, File)
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                                        CENTRAL ISLIP, N.Y. (AP) -- A judge on Wednesday dismissed a federal lawsuit challenging a suburban New York ban on wearing masks in public except for health and religious reasons.
The class action lawsuit was filed last month by Disability Rights New York on behalf of two individuals with disabilities against Nassau County's Mask Transparency Act, or MTA. The law makes it a misdemeanor punishable by up to a year in jail and a $1,000 fine for anyone in the county to wear a face covering to hide their identity in public.
The lawsuit claims the ban is unconstitutional and discriminates against people with disabilities. The legal action includes two plaintiffs with various health conditions who wear medical-grade face masks to protect themselves. They said they were fearful of being harassed and possibly arrested because of the new mandate.

    


But U.S. District Judge Joan Azrack ruled that the plaintiffs failed to show they have legal standing to sue since the law since has exemptions for people who wear masks for health reasons.
"Plaintiffs wear masks to protect themselves from illness," the judge wrote. "That is expressly excluded from the MTA's reach by its health and safety exception." 

Nassau County Executive Bruce Blakeman, a Republican who signed the bill into law in August, said in a written statement that residents "can be grateful that the court dismissed a lawsuit that would have made Nassau County less safe."
An email seeking comment was sent to Disability Rights New York.
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            Claudia De la Cruz, the Party for Socialism and Liberation's 2024 presidential nominee, speaks during an interview on Friday, Sept. 13, 2024, in a park in Decatur, Ga. (AP Photo/Jeff Amy)
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            FILE - Scholar and activist Cornel West speaks on July 15, 2023, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)
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            The Supreme Court of Georgia hears oral arguments in Atlanta on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024, as it's set to decide whether minor presidential candidates Cornel West and Claudia De la Cruz should be on the November ballot. (Arvin Temkar/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Georgia Supreme Court Chief Justice Michael Boggs and Justice Sarah Warren listen to oral arguments from attorney Elizabeth Young, representing the Secretary of State, at the Supreme Court in Atlanta on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (Arvin Temkar/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Presidential candidates Cornel West and Claudia De la Cruz aren't qualified to be on Georgia's ballots and votes for them should not count, the Georgia Supreme Court ruled Wednesday.
Following a hearing Tuesday, the unanimous court agreed that West and De la Cruz failed to qualify. That is because their presidential electors did not each submit a separate petition with the 7,500 signatures needed to access Georgia's ballots. Instead, only one petition per candidate was submitted, as specified by Georgia's secretary of state.
Democrats who are trying to prevent other candidates from siphoning votes from Vice President Kamala Harris challenged West and De la Cruz's positions on the ballot. West and De la Cruz qualified as independents in Georgia, although De la Cruz is the nominee of the Party for Socialism and Liberation.

    


"Democratic Party lawyers and the Republican-majority Supreme Court worked together to suppress democracy," De la Cruz said in a statement. "This unjust ruling is a reminder of why it is so urgent to build an alternative outside the two-party system."
A spokesperson for West's campaign urged voters to still choose him even though such ballots wouldn't be counted.




"His name is still appearing on the ballot," spokesperson Edwin DeJesus said. "We encourage all voters supporting our campaign to cast their vote for Cornel West in Georgia."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The names of both candidates will remain on Georgia's ballots, but votes for them won't be counted, said Robert Sinners, a spokesperson for Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger. A lawyer for Raffensperger told justices Tuesday that it is too late to reprint ballots, in part because not enough watermarked security paper is available. There could also be problems with reprogramming voting machines.
If ordered to disqualify the candidates, Raffensperger will order notices in polling places and mailed-out ballots warning that votes for West and De la Cruz won't count, Sinners said. That is a common remedy for late ballot changes in Georgia.

    


The disqualifications will leave Georgia voters with the choice of four presidential candidates -- Harris for the Democrats, Republican Donald Trump, Libertarian Chase Oliver and the Green Party's Jill Stein. 
Democrats, Republicans and Libertarians automatically qualify for elections in Georgia. Even four candidates will be the most since 2000 in Georgia.
Justice Sarah Warren, writing for a unanimous court, affirmed the rulings of two lower court judges who separately overturned Raffensperger's decisions to qualify West and De la Cruz.
"But the defect that prevents independent presidential candidates West and De la Cruz from appearing on Georgia's ballot does not pertain to the number of signatures acquired; it is that West's electors and De la Cruz's electors filed no nomination petitions at all," Warren wrote
Justices rejected the argument that a 2017 federal court decision that lowered the signature threshold for statewide ballot access to 7,500 -- citing constitutional issues -- should also prohibit the claim that each of the 16 electors should have to file petitions, which would require a total of 120,000 valid signatures.

    


"No constitutional challenge to the current statutory scheme for qualifying candidates for the office of elector of independent candidates for president is properly before this court in these cases," Warren wrote. "We therefore express no view on any such constitutional questions today."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Because the court ruled no elector submitted a valid petition, an appeal into federal court on constitutional grounds could be difficult, said Bryan Tyson, a lawyer who represented West.
Georgia is one of several states where Democrats have challenged third-party and independent candidates, seeking to block nominees who could take votes from Harris after President Joe Biden won Georgia by fewer than 12,000 votes in 2020. 
"Today's ruling affirms what two judges have already found: neither of these candidates is qualified to be on the ballot, and the Secretary of State attempting to ignore the judges' rulings doesn't make state election law any less clear," said Democratic Party of Georgia Executive Director Tolulope Kevin Olasanoye.

    


Republicans in Georgia have sought to keep all the candidates on the ballot, and the party has pushed to prop up liberal third-party candidates in battleground states.

Those interests contributed to a flurry of legal activity in Georgia. An administrative law judge disqualified West, De la Cruz, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and the Georgia Green Party from the ballot. Raffensperger, a Republican, overruled the judge, and said West and De la Cruz should get access. He also ruled that under a new Georgia law Stein should go on Georgia ballots because the national Green Party qualified her in at least 20 other states.
Kennedy's name stayed off ballots because he withdrew his candidacy in Georgia after suspending his campaign and endorsing Trump.
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            The remains of 42 South African freedom fighters who died while exiled in Zimbabwe and Zambia during the struggle against white minority rule arrived in the country Wednesday, officials said.
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                                        JOHANNESBURG (AP) -- The remains of 42 South African freedom fighters who died while exiled in Zimbabwe and Zambia during the struggle against white minority rule arrived in their home country Wednesday.
The remains were received by government officials and family members at Waterkloof Air Force Base in the capital Pretoria after being exhumed for reburial in the country of their birth.
This was part of a government program to bring closure to families, whose loved ones died away from home while serving in the underground structures of both the African National Congress and Pan Africanist Congress, according to officials.
Before the apartheid system ended in South Africa in 1994, many activists left the country to receive military training elsewhere with the aim of returning home to wage an armed struggle.
Others left the country to avoid being arrested by the apartheid regime for their involvement in anti-apartheid activities, and chose Zimbabwe and Zambia where the underground structures were the strongest.

    


After it was banned in South Africa, the African National Congress party of Nelson Mandela, shifted its headquarters to the Zambian capital, Lusaka.




Many died in exile and were buried in those countries.
Among the remains returned to South Africa were those of freedom struggle stalwarts Duma Nokwe, Florence Mophosho and Basil February.
Speaking during a Heritage Day event in South Africa on Tuesday, South Africa's Deputy President Paul Mashatile said the repatriation was part of efforts to teach future generations about the role played by many in the struggle against apartheid.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"As a national memory project, this initiative aims to commemorate, celebrate, educate, promote, preserve, conserve, and provide a durable testament to South Africa's road to freedom," Mashatile said.
President Cyril Ramaphosa is expected to host a homecoming ceremony for the repatriated remains on Friday before they are handed over to families for reburials. 

    


The government said Wednesday it was in the process of repatriating the remains of other South Africans from Lesotho, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Angola, Russia and other countries. 

"I hope this process will culminate in getting more people in other countries who died under difficult conditions. We welcome them back to connect with their families," Deputy Defense Minister Bantu Holomisa said.
___
Follow AP's Africa coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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                    Russian President Vladimir Putin leads the Security Council meeting on nuclear deterrence at the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Alexander Kazakov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Waves of sanctions imposed by the Biden administration after Russia's invasion of Ukraine haven't inflicted the devastating blow to Moscow's economy that some had expected. In a new report, two researchers are offering reasons why.
Oleg Itskhoki of Harvard University and Elina Ribakova of the Peterson Institute for International Economics argue that the sanctions should have been imposed more forcefully immediately after the invasion rather than in a piecemeal manner.
"In retrospect, it is evident that there was no reason not to have imposed all possible decisive measures against Russia from the outset once Russia launched the full scale invasion in February 2022," the authors state in the paper. Still, "the critical takeaway is that sanctions are not a silver bullet," Ribakova said on a call with reporters this week, to preview the study.

    


The researchers say Russia was able to brace for the financial penalties because of the lessons learned from sanctions imposed in 2014 after it invaded Crimea. Also, the impact was weakened by the failure to get more countries to participate in sanctions, with economic powers like China and India not included. 




The report says that "while the count of sanctions is high, the tangible impact on Russia's economy is less clear," and "global cooperation is indispensable."
The question of what makes sanctions effective or not is important beyond the Russia-Ukraine war. Sanctions have become critical tools for the United States and other Western nations to pressure adversaries to reverse actions and change policies while stopping short of direct military conflict.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The limited impact of sanctions on Russia has been clear for some time. But the report provides a more detailed picture of how Russia adapted to the sanctions and what it could mean for U.S. sanctions' effectiveness in the future. 

    


The paper will be presented at the Brookings Institution next week. 
Since the beginning of Russia's invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, the U.S. has sanctioned more than 4,000 people and businesses, including 80% of Russia's banking sector by assets.
The Biden administration acknowledges that sanctions alone cannot stop Russia's invasion -- it has also sent roughly $56 billion in military assistance to Ukraine since the 2022 invasion. And many policy experts say the sanctions are not strong enough, as evidenced by the growth of the Russian economy. U.S. officials have said Russia has turned to China for machine tools, microelectronics and other technology that Moscow is using to produce missiles, tanks, aircraft and other weaponry for use in the war.
A Treasury representative pointed to Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen's remarks in July during the Group of 20 finance ministers meetings, where she called actions against Russia "unprecedented."
"We continue cracking down on Russian sanctions evasion and have strengthened and expanded our ability to target foreign financial institutions and anyone else around the world supporting Russia's war machine," she said. 

    


Still, Russia has been able to evade a $60 price cap on its oil exports imposed by the U.S. and the other Group of Seven democracies supporting Ukraine. The cap is enforced by barring Western insurers and shipping companies from handling oil above the cap. Russia has been able to dodge the cap by assembling its own fleet of aging, used tankers that do not use Western services and transport 90% of its oil.
The U.S. pushed for the price cap as a way of cutting into Moscow's oil profits without knocking large amounts of Russian oil off the global market and pushing up oil prices, gasoline prices and inflation. Similar concerns kept the European Union from imposing a boycott on most Russian oil for almost a year after Russia invaded Ukraine.

G-7 leaders have agreed to engineer a $50 billion loan to help Ukraine, paid for by the interest earned on profits from Russia's frozen central bank assets sitting mostly in Europe as collateral. However, the allies have not agreed on how to structure the loan. 
__
Associated Press reporter Dave McHugh in Frankfurt contributed to this report. 
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                    FILE - In this April 9, 2009 file photo, Swedish wolves are pictured at Skansen Zoo, in Stockholm. (AP Photo/Jonas Ekstromer/Scanpix Sweden, File)
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- The European Union is moving toward backing plans to remove some of its protections for wolves on the continent as their population grows, in the latest political clash between farmers and environmentalists. 
Ambassadors of the 27 EU nations reached a qualified majority Wednesday to seek to loosen protection rules now enshrined in the European Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats. 
A ruling is expected in December, though EU ministers must officially vote on the bloc's position in the coming weeks.
Farmers in many members have been increasingly angered by attacks on their livestock by wolfpacks as the animals have taken hold in woods and fields close to agricultural lands. 
The issue was brought to the EU's doorstep two years ago when a wolf killed a pony belonging to EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen.

    


On Wednesday, the Commission welcomed the tentative vote and said that "adapting the protection status will be an important step to address the challenges posed by increasing wolf populations while keeping the overall objective to achieve and maintain a favorable conservation status for the species."




Experts and environmental groups estimate that up to 19,000 wolves may be present in the 27 EU member countries, with large populations thought to roam in Bulgaria, Greece, Italy, Poland, Romania and Spain.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Wolves remain a "strictly protected" species in most of Europe, but their numbers are estimated to have grown by 25% over the last decade. 
Under the plans the EU backs, wolves would be downgraded from "strictly protected" to "protected," allowing for more measures to keep them at bay from farmers and the population.
Last month Dutch authorities urgently warned parents not to take young children to a popular forest area near the city of Utrecht following two recent close encounters with a wolf displaying "atypical and worrying" behavior.

    


Growing numbers of the EU's environmental rules and regulations have come under pressure over the past two years, with populist and extreme-right parties criticizing the measures as being thought up by urban elites with little knowledge of rural life.
Wednesday's vote left the hard-right European Conservatives and Reformists group in the European parliament with a scent of victory. "For years, conservatives in the European Parliament have been calling for a more flexible approach to the growing wolf population, which has become a pest in some regions," the ECR said in a statement. 
"The damage caused by wolves to livestock and pastoralism has become really unbearable," insisted one of its MEPs Pietro Fiocchi. 
The main EU farm lobby Copa-Cogeca also welcomed the vote. 
"We are glad to see the European Union institutions listening to the needs of farmers and rural dwellers despite the many pressures from those who often don't have to deal with the consequences of attacks. This decision will provide European livestock farmers with greater peace of mind," it said in a statement. 

The Eurogroup for Animals NGO said in a statement that EU nations "are ignoring their citizens' calls and science. Facilitating culling sends a dramatic message on the future of conservation and coexistence." 
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            FILE -Leader and the presidential candidate of National People's Power Anura Kumara Dissanayake waves to supporters during a public rally in Dehiowita, Sri Lanka, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena, File)
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            FILE-Commanders of the security forces stand behind as Sri Lanka's new president Anura Kumara Dissanayake, addresses a gathering after he was sworn in at the Sri Lankan President's Office in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Monday, Sept.23, 2024. (Sri Lankan President's Office via AP, File)
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            FILE -Leader and the presidential candidate of National People's Power Anura Kumara Dissanayake speaks to supporters during the final public rally ahead of the election in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena, File)
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                                        COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) -- Sri Lanka's new President Anura Kumara Dissanayake said Wednesday that he will soon resume discussions with the International Monetary Fund and foreign creditors to plot a way out of the worst economic crisis in the country's history. 
"We expect to discuss debt restructuring with the relevant parties and complete the process quickly and obtain the funds.," he said.
The future of the economic recovery plan drafted by former liberal President Ranil Wickremesinghe was called into question after Dissanayake, a Marxist, won the presidential election on Saturday. 
During the campaign, Dissanayake said that he will renegotiate the bailout agreement with the IMF agreed by Wickremesinghe. He said he wants to make austerity measures more bearable for the poor.
Sri Lanka declared bankruptcy in 2022 and suspended repayments on some $83 billion in domestic and foreign loans. 

    


That followed a severe foreign exchange crisis that led to a severe shortage of essentials such as food, medicine, fuel and cooking gas, and extended power outages.
Wickremesinghe, however, had warned that any move to alter the basics of the agreement could delay a fourth tranche of nearly $3 billion from the IMF package, which is crucial for economic stability. Days before the election Wickremesinghe's administration also agreed in principle to restructure Sri Lanka's foreign debt. 




Despite the election pledges, Dissanayake has shown signs that he may continue with the IMF agreement without much changes by retaining the governor of the Central Bank and the secretary to the ministry of finance who were at the forefront of implementing the reform program. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sri Lanka's economic upheaval led to a political crisis that forced then-President Gotabaya Rajapaksa to resign in 2022. Parliament then elected the then-Prime Minister Wickremesinghe to replace him.


    


The economy was stabilized, inflation dropped, local currency strengthened and foreign reserves increased under Wickremesinghe. Nonetheless, he lost the election in what is seen as the people's rejection of the old guard who they hold responsible for the economic crisis.
___
Find more of AP's Asia-Pacific coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/asia-pacific
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            Under tight security, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Sunday visited a Pennsylvania ammunition factory to thank the workers who are producing one of the most critically needed munitions for his country's fight to fend off Russian ground forces.
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            In this image provided by the Office of the Ukrainian Presidency, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, is watched by Rich Hansen, the commander's representative for the Scranton Army Ammunition Plant, while signing military ordnance in Scranton, Pa., Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (Office of the Ukrainian Presidency via AP)
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            Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, signs a guest book before his meeting with United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024 at U.N. headquarters. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., meets with reporters after a closed-door caucus with fellow Republicans, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- House Speaker Mike Johnson is calling on Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to fire his country's ambassador to the U.S. as Republicans criticize Zelenskyy's visit to an ammunition plant in Pennsylvania, a swing-state, as a political stunt.
The Republican speaker's demand Wednesday came as Zelenskyy addressed the United Nations in New York on the eve of his visit Washington, where he has plans to brief lawmakers on Capitol Hill about the war effort before meeting with President Joe Biden at the White House. 
"The tour was clearly a partisan campaign event designed to help Democrats and is clearly election interference," Johnson wrote in a letter to Zelenskyy. 
Johnson, who is close to Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump, said no Republicans were invited to the plant tour on Sunday, which he said was arranged by Ambassador Oksana Markarova. 

    


An Army official said it was standard procedure to invite House and Senate members who represent the district where such industrial plants are located. The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss internal discussions, said that in this case interested congressional members from the area attended.




Joining for the visit were the state's Gov. Josh Shapiro, Sen. Bob Casey and the district's Rep. Matt Cartwright, all Democrats. The plant is located in Scranton, Biden's hometown.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The speaker's stern demand for the swift removal of Markarova, a well-received diplomat in Washington who has been a fixture on Capitol Hill since the outset of the war -- even sitting as a guest in the House visitor's gallery during pivotal speeches -- comes at a daunting time for Ukraine as Zelenskyy works to ensure U.S. support for the war effort in an election year.
While Biden and Democrats in Congress have largely stood with Ukraine since the Russian invasion in 2022, sending billions in U.S. aid to buy weaponry and support services, Republicans have split deeply. Trump has turned the GOP toward a new America First movement that generally prefers to limit U.S. involvement overseas, and he often speaks admirably of Russia and its president, Vladmir Putin. 

    


Johnson said that support for ending Russia's war against Ukraine "continues to be bipartisan, but our relationship is unnecessarily tested," noting comments from the Ukrainian government about the top of the Trump-Vance presidential ticket.
Trump in his own speech Wednesday lashed out at Zelenskyy and said the people of Ukraine are "dead" and the country itself "demolished," raising fresh questions about the level of U.S. support the former president would provide to help Ukraine fight Russia if he returned to the White House.
Later Johnson, who said he won't be meeting Thursday with Zelenskyy at the Capitol, said the ambassador "crossed the line" and the situation requires "immediate attention and action." 
Zelenskyy visited the Scranton Army Ammunition Plant to thank the workers who are producing one of the most critically needed munitions for his country's fight to fend off Russian ground forces.

    


The Scranton plant is one of the few facilities in the country to manufacture 155 mm artillery shells and has increased production over the past year. Ukraine has already received more than 3 million of them from the U.S.
"It is in places like this where you can truly feel that the democratic world can prevail," Zelenskyy wrote on X. 
"Thanks to people like these -- in Ukraine, in America, and in all partner countries -- who work tirelessly to ensure that life is protected."
Zelenskyy is far from the first foreign leader to visit U.S. plants producing and selling arms to their country, in tours that did not incur Republican protests. The U.S.'s NATO partners in Europe increasingly have made a point of such visits to demonstrate the jobs and money that U.S. alliances bring home to Americans. 
Zelenskyy also has met exclusively with Republicans on some past trips while in the U.S. In July, he visited Utah to speak at the National Governor's Association and was welcomed by the state's Republican Gov. Spencer Cox, the group's outgoing chairman. During the visit Zelenskyy also met with Utah's congressional delegation, all Republicans.

    


The Scranton visit sparked swift reprisals from the Republicans.
Rep. James Comer, the Republican chairman of the House Oversight Committee, announced Wednesday he was opening an investigation into whether the Biden-Harris administration used taxpayer-funded resources to fly Zelenskyy to Pennsylvania as a campaign event for Vice President Kamala Harris, who is the Democratic nominee for president.
"The Committee seeks to determine whether the Biden-Harris Administration attempted to use a foreign leader to benefit Vice President Harris's presidential campaign and, if so, necessarily committed an abuse of power," he wrote in letters to Biden, the White House counsel and others in the administration.

    


The Pentagon said the flight was funded by the Defense Department for senior officials from the departments of Defense and State "conducting official business related to U.S. security assistance to Ukraine." The flight stopped at Newark Liberty International Airport, "where they linked up with President Zelensky before continuing to Wilkes-Barre International Airport in Pennsylvania," the Pentagon said.
Senate Republicans, even those who had supported aid for Ukraine, roundly criticized Zelenskyy on Wednesday. "He really messed up," said Sen. Markwayne Mullin, an Oklahoma Republican.
However, Sen. Roger Wicker, the top Republican on the Senate Armed Services Committee and a firm backer of Ukraine, suggested that Zelenskyy's visit was not as partisan as it appeared. Wicker was planning to meet with the Ukrainian president at the Capitol on Thursday.
"If President Zelenskyy came to Mississippi, he would be accompanied by Republican officials because that's who the people in their wisdom elected," he said.
___

Associated Press writers Stephen Groves and Lolita C. Baldor in Washington and Michael Rubinkam in northeastern Pennsylvania contributed to this report.
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                    FILE - North Carolina Republican gubernatorial candidate Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson speaks before Republican presidential nominee former president Donald Trump in Asheville, N.C., Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Kelley, File)
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- The top aide to North Carolina Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson within state government is quitting, a state official said Wednesday, marking another staff separation from the Republican nominee for governor following a CNN report stating he made explicit racial and sexual posts on a pornography website's message board.
Brian LiVecchi, Robinson's chief of staff and general counsel, will resign effective next Tuesday, according to state Sen. Benton Sawrey, who has known LiVecchi for many years. LiVecchi didn't return a phone call and email Wednesday seeking information about any staff changes within the Office of the Lieutenant Governor. However, Sawrey said LiVecchi had given him authority to confirm his departure. 
"Brian and his staff worked every day to help make North Carolina the best state in the nation," Sawrey said. "He's a true public servant that led by example and tackled every issue thoughtfully."

    


Over the weekend, Robinson announced that four key staff members on his gubernatorial campaign staff had left their jobs, including senior adviser Conrad Pogorzelski IIi and campaign manager Chris Rodriguez. Pogorzelski separately Sunday named eight campaign workers who had stepped down, decimating the team six weeks before Robinson's election with Democratic nominee Josh Stein. Robinson vowed to rebuild the campaign staff and remained optimistic about the electoral outcome. 




CNN's report last week unearthed posts it said Robinson left on a porn site's message boards in which he referred to himself as a "black NAZI;" said he enjoyed transgender pornography; said in 2012 he preferred Hitler to then-President Barack Obama; and slammed the late Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. as "worse than a maggot."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Robinson, who would be the state's first Black governor if elected, has denied writing the messages that CNN says were from over a decade ago. He said Tuesday his campaign has hired a law firm to help investigate how what Robinson calls "false smears" originated. But that hasn't stopped top Republicans from distancing themselves from Robinson. Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump endorsed Robinson before the March primary and has let Robinson speak at the former president's in-state rallies. But he was not involved in Trump rallies on Wednesday in suburban Charlotte and last weekend in Wilmington.

    


The Republican Governors Association has cut off support for Robinson, with no new ad placements. Stein's campaign and his allies have outraised Robinson and his supporting groups, running commercials and posting videos criticizing Robinson for his past inflammatory comments on abortion, LGBTQ+ issues and the role of women. Other state Republicans have said that unless Robinson produces evidence soon to refute the allegations in the CNN report the GOP must turn its focus to other critical races in the battleground state.
Robinson said in a post on X that he spoke with Republican leaders across the state Wednesday morning "and made it clear: This is an election about policies, not personalities ... From President Trump to our local community officials, we must vote Republican."


    


The Lieutenant Governor's Office is small -- the office website identifies eight employees -- and Robinson's duties are few. They include presiding over the state Senate and serving on the State Board of Elections. His office also handles constituent services. Robinson tackled other issues, such as boosting work apprenticeships and opposing what he considered political indoctrination in the public schools. The lieutenant governor's four-year term, like the governor's, concludes at year's end.
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                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign event, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Mint Hill, N.C. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump, who has made anti-immigration rhetoric a key part of his reelection campaign, warned Wednesday that he would kick out hundreds of thousands of immigrants who have entered the country under two key Biden administration programs if he's reelected.
Speaking to Fox News, Trump railed against two immigration programs created by the Biden administration to encourage migrants not to come directly to the southern border to seek asylum and make the region less chaotic.
Trump said he would make the more than 1 million people who have entered the U.S. under the two programs leave: "Get ready to leave because you're going to be going out real fast."
Trump has already promised a vast crackdown on immigration if he's reelected, including a vow to carry out mass deportations of migrants. He made similar pledges during previous campaigns, but during his time as president, deportations never topped 350,000. 

    


Under one Biden administration program, migrants as far south as the Mexican border with Guatemala can use a smartphone app called CBP One to schedule a date to come to an official U.S. border crossing to seek asylum. So far, 813,000 migrants have used that system since it was launched in January 2023.




Separately, the administration launched a program last year that allows 30,000 people a month from Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua and Venezuela to come to the United States if they have a financial sponsor, pass background vetting and buy a plane ticket to fly into an American airport instead of going to the southern border. About 530,000 people have come to the U.S. under that program.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Migrants using both programs are admitted to the country under humanitarian parole for two years. The Biden administration has touted both policies as ways to reduce chaos at the border with Mexico, cut out vicious smuggling networks and allow for more vetting of migrants before they enter the country.

    


But Republicans say both programs essentially amount to an end-run around the country's immigration laws, which are set by Congress, and that the Biden administration is admitting people who otherwise would not qualify to come to the U.S. 
Republican-led states have sued to stop both policies.
Following previous pledges for mass deportations of migrants, Trump and his chief immigration policy architect, Stephen Miller, are bringing more specifics on how he plans to carry them out in a second White House term, such as invoking wartime powers, relying on like-minded governors and using the military. 
However, any efforts to deport migrants on such a large scale would almost certainly run into legal, logistical and financial challenges.
Immigration advocacy groups say that Trump's promises of mass deportations are sowing fear among migrant communities.
Esther Sung is the legal director for Justice Action Center. When Republican-led states sued to end the sponsorship program for Cubans, Haitians, Nicaraguans and Venezuelans the organization represented Americans who sponsored migrants to come to the U.S. and wanted to preserve the program. 

    


A federal judge in Texas allowed the program to continue, saying the states hadn't proved they suffered financial harm because of it.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Sung said Wednesday in an emailed statement that the humanitarian parole authority has been used by administrations from both parties for more than 70 years and that no administration has ever tried to take back parole from migrants on the scale that Trump is suggesting.
She said the use of humanitarian parole allows families to reunite, allows others to flee persecution and fills crucial labor shortages.

"As demonstrated time and again, immigrants strengthen the communities they join, and our economy," she said. "Not only is this fear-mongering, but it is also extreme, unprecedented, and simply cruel."
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            FILE - Rep. Clay Higgins, R-La., walks at the Capitol in Washington, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- House Democrats attempted Wednesday to quickly censure a Republican congressman who slandered Haitian immigrants in a post he made on social media, but GOP leadership stamped out the effort.
Rep. Clay Higgins of Louisiana described Haitians in racist terms Wednesday afternoon, calling them "wild. Eating pets, vudu, nastiest country in the western hemisphere, cults, slapstick gangsters" in a post on X, the platform formerly known as Twitter. Higgins, a far-right lawmaker who has voiced conspiracy theories, deleted the post after Democrats confronted him on the House floor.
The Haitian community in Springfield, Ohio, and beyond has faced an onslaught of racist abuse after Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump and his running mate Sen. JD Vance falsely claimed that Haitians were eating pets. 
Higgins was responding to a report that a nonprofit representing the Haitian community has invoked a private-citizen right to file charges against Trump and Vance. The Haitian Bridge Alliance brought the charges over the chaos and threats experienced by Springfield, Ohio, since Trump first spread the false claims about legal immigrants there during a presidential debate.

    


Trump has also vowed to deport immigrants like those in Springfield who entered the country legally under a federal program that allows them to remain in the country temporarily.


Higgins on Wednesday posted that Haitians should get "out of our country before January 20th," when Trump would be inaugurated as president if he wins the election.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

As House lawmakers exited the House chamber after finishing their legislative work ahead of the November election, Rep. Steve Horsford, a Nevada Democrat who chairs the Congressional Black Caucus, attempted to move a censure resolution against Higgins.
Horsford said Higgins' words "are inciting hate, they are inciting fear and because of that it is time for this body to stand with one voice and to ensure there is accountability."

    


Republicans immediately moved to block his effort from moving forward.
House Speaker Mike Johnson told reporters outside the chamber: "Clay Higgins is a dear friend of mine and a colleague from Louisiana and a very frank and outspoken person. He's also a very principled man."
He praised Higgins for deleting the post, saying "he prayed about it, and he regretted it and he pulled the post down. That's what you want a gentleman to do. I'm sure he probably regrets some of the language he used, but, you know, we move forward. We believe in redemption around here."

Higgins has periodically stirred controversy with social media posts since his 2016 election to Congress -- including a Facebook post in 2020 promising he would "drop" armed protesters "where they stand."
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            Dominican Republic President Luis Rodolfo Abinader Corona addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            The social media slogan #HaitiCantWait is displayed as Canada Prime Minister Justin Trudeau takes part in high level meeting with an advisory group on Haiti at the United Nations headquarters on Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick/The Canadian Press via AP)
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                                        SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) -- The president of the Dominican Republic warned Wednesday that his administration would take "drastic measures" to protect the country if a U.N.-backed mission in neighboring Haiti targeting gang violence fails.
Luis Abinader did not provide details of what action he might take during his speech at the U.N. General Assembly in New York.
Gangs in Haiti control 80% of the capital, Port-au-Prince, and they have grown more powerful since the July 2021 assassination of President Jovenel Moise. More than 3,600 people have been reported killed during the first half of this year, a more than 70% increase compared with the same period last year. The violence also has left nearly 700,000 Haitians homeless in recent years and thousands have fled Haiti, which shares the island of Hispaniola with the Dominican Republic.

    


Abinader thanked Kenya, which is leading the mission in Haiti with nearly 400 police officers from the East African country recently joined by nearly two dozen police and soldiers from Jamaica and two senior military officers from Belize. Another 300 police from Kenya are expected to deploy within a month.




The personnel, however, falls significantly short of the 2,500 pledged by various countries for the mission, which the U.S. government warns is lacking resources as it considers a possible U.N. peacekeeping mission.
Abinader said the current mission needs to be fully established so that free and transparent elections can be held. Haiti has not held elections since 2016, and a transitional presidential council was ordered to do so by February 2026.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Practically one year from the holding of elections, the conditions are still not in place to do so," Abinader said as he expressed concern over the future of the mission. "We cannot allow the effort made to date to fail. If that were to happen, Haiti's collapse would be imminent."

    


Earlier this year, gangs launched coordinated attacks targeting critical government infrastructure. They raided more than two dozen police stations, opened fire on the main international airport, forcing it to close for nearly three months, and stormed Haiti's two biggest prisons, releasing roughly 4,000 inmates.
The attacks led to the resignation of former Prime Minister Ariel Henry and the creation of a transitional presidential council.
"More than three years of instability in our neighboring country has put significant pressure on our own security," Abinader said. "The Dominican state has shouldered a high responsibility in the Haitian crisis, far more than should be expected of it."
Abinader said that last year, 10% of medical appointments involved Haitians and that 147,000 of 200,000 foreign minors in the Dominican education system are Haitian in origin.
"The crisis in Haiti warrants particular attention," he said. "We can't do it alone."
Under Abinader, Dominican officials last year deported more than 170,000 people believed to be Haitians, according to government data. But the U.N.'s International Organization for Migration has estimated the number is closer to more than 224,000.

    


Activists have long criticized Abinader and his administration for what they say is the ongoing violation of the human rights of Haitians and those born in the Dominican Republic to parents of Haitian descent.
Abinader has rejected the accusations, reiterating Wednesday that "the Dominican government is profoundly committed to protecting human rights."
In his speech, he noted that the Dominican Republic's 19% poverty rate is the lowest in the country's history, and the murder rate has dropped to 10 killings for every 100,000 inhabitants, compared with 13 in 2022.
The president of Haiti's transitional presidential council, Edgard Leblanc Fils, is scheduled to speak Thursday at the U.N. General Assembly.
He and other government officials did not respond to messages for comment following Abinader's speech.
Also on Wednesday, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, who recently traveled to Haiti, met with other officials at the U.N. to discuss the mission. They talked about the status of contributions, the timeline of other deployments and the possibility of a U.N. peacekeeping mission as one option to secure funds and personnel.

    


A senior U.S. State Department official said the most urgent priority is to renew the mission's mandate, which expires Oct. 2.
The official said the U.S. and some of its partners would like to make changes to the mandate to lay out a path "to become a more traditional peacekeeping operation," but the Russians and Chinese, who supported the initial mandate, have expressed concerns about doing that. 
The main benefit of modifying the mandate would be securing a more stable funding stream for the mission: "We're optimistic that the renewal will happen in some form," the official said.

    


Prime Minister Garry Conille said during the meeting that while Haiti's situation has improved a bit, "we're nowhere near winning this."
He said about 25% of Haiti's police officers have left the country, and of those still working, about two are wounded and one killed every week.
"The police force right now is underequipped to be able to handle this and will need further support and help and accompaniment if we're to be successful," Conille said.
He said he expects Haiti to hold elections by November "even though we know we will not have the highest level of security."
During the meeting, Blinken announced an additional $160 million to help Haitians and U.S. Treasury Department sanctions against former Haitian lawmaker Prophane Victor, accused of supporting and arming gangs. Also sanctioned was gang leader Luckson Elan, accused of human rights abuses.
Neither could be reached for comment.
In a message delivered to officials who met to talk about the mission, U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said the first deployments were a positive step but warned gangs are still committing "egregious human rights abuses" and that funding for the mission "remains totally inadequate."

"Improving security is crucial to creating the conditions necessary for these elections," he said as he described the situation in Haiti as "one of the most disastrous humanitarian situations in the world."
___
Associated Press diplomatic writer Matthew Lee in New York contributed.
____
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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            This image released by Sony Pictures shows, from left, Kim Matula, as Jane Curtain, Emily Fairn, as Laraine Newman, Gabriel La Belle, as Lorne Michaels, Rachel Sennott, as Rosie Shuster, and Matt Wood, as John Belushi in a scene from "Saturday Night." (Hopper Stone/Sony Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Sony Pictures shows Gabriel LaBelle as Lorne Michaels, left, Kaia Gerber as Jacqueline Carlin, center, and Cory Michael Smith as Chevy Chase in a scene from "Saturday Night." (Hopper Stone/Sony Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Sony Pictures shows JK Simmons as Milton Berle in a scene from "Saturday Night." (Hopper Stone/Sony Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Sony Pictures shows Lamorne Morris as Garrett Morris in a scene from "Saturday Night." (Hopper Stone/Sony Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Sony Pictures shows Nicholas Braun as Jim Henson in a scene from "Saturday Night." (Hopper Stone/Sony Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Sony Pictures shows Nicholas Braun as Andy Kaufman in a scene from "Saturday Night." (Hopper Stone/Sony Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Sony Pictures shows Matthew Rhys as George Carlin in a scene from "Saturday Night." (Hopper Stone/Sony Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Sony Pictures shows a scene from "Saturday Night." (Hopper Stone/Sony Pictures via AP)
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                                        We are at the apex of "Saturday Night Live" appreciation. Now entering its 50th year, "SNL" has never been more unquestioned as a bedrock American institution. The many years of cowbells, Californians, mom jeans, Totino's, unfrozen caveman lawyers and vans down by the river have more than established "SNL" as hallowed late-night ground and a comedy citadel.
So it's maybe appropriate that Jason Reitman's big-screen ode, "Saturday Night," should arrive, amid all of the tributes, to remind of the show's original revolutionary force. Reitman's film is set in the 90 minutes leading up to showtime before the first episode aired Oct. 11, 1975.
The atmosphere is hectic. The mood is anxious. And through cigarette smoke and backstage swirl rushes Lorne Michaels (Gabriel LaBelle), who's trying to launch a new kind of show that even he can't quite explain.

    


"Saturday Night," which opens in theaters Friday and expands in the coming weeks, isn't a realistic tick-tock of how Michaels did it. And, while it boasts a number of fine performances, I wouldn't recommend it for anyone hoping to see an illuminating portrait of the original Not Ready for Prime Time Players.




No, Reitman's movie is striving for a myth of "Saturday Night Live." Michaels' quest in the film -- and though he never strays farther than around the corner from 30 Rock, it is a quest -- is not just to marshal together a live show on this particular night, it's to overcome a cigar-chomping old guard of network television. (Milton Berle is skulking about, even Johnny Carson phones in.) In their eyes, Michaels is, to paraphrase Ned Beatty in "Network," meddling with the primal forces of nature.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In mythologizing this generational battle, "Saturday Night" is a blistering barn-burner. In most other ways (cue the Debbie Downer trombone), it's less good. Reitman, who penned the script with Gil Kenan, is too wide-eyed about the glory days of "SNL" to bring much acute insight to what was happening 50 years ago. And his film may be too spread thin by a clown car's worth of big personalities. But in the movie's primary goal, capturing a spirit of revolution that once might have seized barricades but instead flocks to Studio 8H, "Saturday Night" at least deserves a Spartan cheer.

    


A clock ticking down to showtime runs as ominously as it might in "MacGruber" throughout "Saturday Night." Nothing is close to ready for air. John Belushi (Matt Wood) hasn't signed his contract. Twenty-eight gallons of fake blood are missing. And, most pressing of all, the network is poised to air a Carson rerun if things don't take shape. An executive pleading for a script is told, "It's not that kind of show."
What kind is it? Michaels, himself, is uncertain. He's gathered together a "circus of rejects," most of them then unknown to the public. There is Gilda Radner (Ella Hunt), Chevy Chase (Cory Michael Smith), Garrett Morris (Lamorne Morris), Jane Curtin (Kim Matula) and Dan Aykroyd (Dylan O'Brien). Also in the mix are Jim Henson (Nicholas Braun), who spends much of the movie complaining about the untoward things the cast has been doing to Big Bird, Andy Kaufman (Braun again), Billy Crystal (Nicholas Podany) and the night's host, George Carlin (Matthew Rhys).

    


Most of them pass too quickly to make too much of an impression, though a few are good in their moments -- notably Smith, playing up Chase's braggadocio, O'Brien and Morris. Garrett Morris, the cast's lone Black member, is in a quandary over his role -- because of his race and because he was a playwright before being cast. Though "SNL" was revolutionary, it hardly arrived a finished product. Morris here is a reminder of the show's sometimes -- and ongoing -- not always easy relationship to diversity, in race and gender.
It also wasn't always such a break from what came before. When Chase faces off with Berle in a contest over Chase's fiancee, Jacqueline Carlin (Kaia Gerber) -- one of the movie's few truly charged scenes -- they seem more alike than either would like to admit.

    


It's not a great sign for "Saturday Night" how much better the old guard is than the young cast. Along with Simmons' Berle is Willem Dafoe's NBC executive David Tebet. He provides the movie its most "Network"-flavored drama, seeing "a prophet" in Michaels and, despite wavering skepticism, urging him to be "an unbending force of seismic disturbance." Also in the mix -- and a reminder that the suits had newbies, too -- is Dick Ebersol (a refreshingly genuine Cooper Hoffman ), a believer in Michaels but only up to a point.
Ultimately, this is Michaels' show, and he's played winningly by LaBelle, the "Fabelmans" star, even if the characterization, like much of "Saturday Night," is a little thin. Sometimes by his side, as he races to get the show ready is the writer and Michaels' then-wife, Rosie Shuster (the excellent Rachel Sennott), who you want more of.

    


It seems to be an unfortunate truth that dramatizations of "Saturday Night Live" inevitably kill it of laughter. That's true here just as it was in Aaron Sorkin's "Studio 60 on the Sunset Strip." The exception to that, of course, is Tina Fey's "30 Rock," which was smart enough to abandon all the "SNL" mythology and focus on what's funny.
This "Saturday Night" may have a legacy of its own; a lot of this cast, I suspect, will be around for a long time. And, ultimately, when the show finally comes together, it's galvanizing. The cleverest thing about Reitman's film is that it ends, rousingly, just where "SNL" starts.

"Saturday Night," a Columbia Pictures release is rated R by the Motion Picture Association for language throughout, sexual references, some drug use and brief graphic nudity. Running time: 108 minutes. Three stars out of four.
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                    FILE - Barbra Streisand presents the award for best musical at the Tony Awards in New York on June 12, 2016. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- 
A year after telling her story in a 1,000-page memoir, Barbra Streisand has approved a multi-part documentary about her life -- to be directed by fellow Oscar winner Frank Marshall.
The documentary, announced Thursday by Sony Music Vision, is currently untitled and does not have a release date. It will feature rarely seen video, photographs and audio recordings from Streisand's personal archives. Oscar-winning documentary maker Alex Gibney, whose many credits include films about Paul Simon and Steve Jobs, will serve as producer.
"For years I've been thinking about the best way to share the vast amount of content I've been safely storing in my vault," the 82-year-old Streisand said in a statement. "These films, photos and music masters -- many never seen or heard by the public -- hold some of my most cherished memories. I'm so pleased that producer Alex Gibney and director Frank Marshall have agreed to take this journey with me."


    


Marshall, who has directed documentaries about the Beach Boys and the Bee Gees and produced such classics as "Raiders of the Lost Ark" and "The Sixth Sense," said in a statement that the Streisand movie would "illustrate why she has become an enduring icon to a global audience of all generations."
Sony Music Vision is presenting and distributing the project in partnership with her longtime record label, Columbia Records.
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            FILE - This aerial photo shows the movie set of "Rust," at Bonanza Creek Ranch, Oct. 23, 2021, in Santa Fe, N.M. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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            FILE - Actor Alec Baldwin, right, hugs his defense attorney Alex Spiro after District Court Judge Mary Marlowe Sommer threw out the involuntary manslaughter case, July 12, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M., for the 2021 fatal shooting of cinematographer Halyna Hutchins during filming of the Western movie "Rust." (Luis Sanchez Saturno/Santa Fe New Mexican via AP, Pool, File)
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                                        SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) -- A judge is planning to hear arguments in court Thursday over whether to dismiss a criminal conviction against a movie armorer in the shooting death of a cinematographer by actor Alec Baldwin.
 Hannah Gutierrez-Reed has requested a retrial or dismissal of her March conviction for involuntary manslaughter in response to allegations that prosecutors failed to share evidence including ammunition that might have been exculpatory in the shooting death that occurred on the set of the Western movie "Rust" in 2021.
Judge Mary Marlowe Sommer is reconsidering the armorer's conviction after throwing out an involuntary manslaughter case against Baldwin midtrial on similar grounds.
Gutierrez-Reed started serving an 18-month sentence in March and has appealed the jury's guilty verdict to a state appeals court. Prosecutors blamed Gutierrez-Reed for unwittingly bringing live ammunition onto the set and for failing to follow basic gun safety protocols.

    


She was acquitted at trial of allegations she tampered with evidence in the "Rust" investigation. Gutierrez-Reed also has pleaded not guilty to a separate felony charge that she allegedly carried a gun into a bar in Santa Fe, New Mexico, where firearms are prohibited. A proposed plea agreement is awaiting court review.




Baldwin, the lead actor and co-producer for "Rust," was pointing a gun at cinematographer Halyna Hutchins during a rehearsal on a movie ranch outside Santa Fe in October 2021 when the revolver went off, killing Hutchins and wounding director Joel Souza. Baldwin has said he pulled back the hammer -- but not the trigger -- and the revolver fired.


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Gutierrez-Reed's attorneys have also said that prosecutors failed to disclose portions of pretrial interviews with "Rust" ammunition supplier Seth Kenney -- as well as reports by firearms expert Lucien Haag and correspondence with expert movie armorer Bryan Carpenter -- that might have changed the outcome of the armorer's trial.
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            With her new Netflix series "Nobody Wants This," creator and showrunner Erin Foster wants to tell a positive Jewish story. (Sept. 26)
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                                        There's a meet-the-parents scene in the new Netflix series "Nobody Wants This" where Adam Brody's Noah arrives at his girlfriend Joanne's house (played by Kristen Bell), wearing a sports coat and carrying an oversized bouquet of sunflowers. Joanne is so appalled by his efforts that she decides they need to break up.
Before she can end things, Noah confronts Joanne and says he's not going to apologize for wanting to make a good impression with her parents.
"You can self-sabotage all you want but, honestly I think you should get over it," Noah says to a shocked Joanne.
Erin Foster, the show's creator and showrunner, says when she met her husband, Simon Tikhman, in 2018, she realized "finding the right person can be hard.
"When you're with the wrong person, everything is their fault," said Foster. "You pick someone who's cheating and lying and disrespecting you and it's like you're perfect. When someone shows up who is healthy and accountable, you start to realize all the things that you do that's bad in a relationship."

    


In "Nobody Wants This," Joanne is a single woman who hosts a podcast with her sister (Justine Lupe). Their schtick is to talk candidly about their dating and breakup stories. Even a bad date is good fodder for the sisters to discuss. 




When Joanne meets Noah, sparks immediately fly between the two. Noah's life goal is to be named head rabbi at his synagogue. He is aware that getting serious with Joanne would be a major issue but ignores it for the time being. In the meantime, Joanne identifies as non-denominational and their religious differences seem like no big deal.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Over time as Noah's family and the synagogue begins to pressure him over his relationship, he asks Joanne if she would be willing to convert.
"Erin Foster has created a dynamic where these characters -- the world does not want them together. And what does that mean if they want to be together," said Bell, who does not practice religion. "There's like endless storyline to mine about the interpersonal relationship between two people who probably shouldn't be together if the world were to have its say."

    


Foster argues that when a couple meets when they're more settled in their own lives, sometimes they both need to adjust. "I don't think it's responsible to show women in 2024 that, 'All you have to do to find your perfect person is to change everything about yourself.' That's not the message I want to send. But I also want you to look at the idea that it is OK sometimes to change some things about yourself, to fit a person who's also going to change things about themselves."
To write about Judaism accurately, Foster enlisted the help of her own rabbi, who "read every script," she said. "Listen, ... I'm sure some Reddit forum could find things that we did wrong if they want to. You have to let a few small things go because it's TV."
Brody, who grew up Jewish but defines himself as agnostic, says it was "interesting and a fun avenue" to explore someone who is different from himself and deeply committed to their religion.

    


"Noah is a spiritual person who spent the majority of his life studying this subject. That's who he is. I got excited about that, actually," he said.
Foster recalls Brody saying, '"It's important to me if I play a rabbi that he is not like me. He has got to be all in. He is a believer. He is not like, a one foot in, one foot out kind of person...' When he said it, I thought that would be such a great characteristic, because it's cool to say to a girl you're flirting with who doesn't believe in God, 'Yeah, maybe I do, maybe I don't.' But he doesn't do that. He's like, 'No. This is who I am.'"
Production on the series was underway on Oct. 7 when Hamas militants launched a massive deadly attack on Israel. Foster said there was a conscious decision not to write that into the show.
"After Oct. 7, there were questions like, 'Are we going to bring this up? Are we going to acknowledge it?' And the truth is, I always felt very confident that this is not the show to try to solve any issues that are happening in the world. I'm not the right person to tell that story because I don't live in Israel and I didn't grow up Jewish. It's not responsible for me to pretend like I know what that experience would be like." Instead, she's happy to tell a positive Jewish story especially at a time when people feel overlooked and not seen.


    


Added Bell, who is also an executive producer, "I didn't think we needed to put it in the show because the subject matter could be replaced with any label of people who shouldn't be together. The importance of it wasn't necessarily their individual labels, but the fact that their labels conflicted."
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                    FILE - British model Naomi Campbell arrives for the inaugural King's Foundation charity awards at St James's Palace in London, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, Pool, File)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            PAN PYLAS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        LONDON (AP) -- British supermodel Naomi Campbell has been barred from being a charity trustee in England and Wales for five years after the poverty charity she founded nearly two decades ago was found to have been "poorly governed" with "inadequate financial management."
Following a three-year investigation into the financial activities of "Fashion for Relief," the Charity Commission said Thursday that it had found "multiple instances of misconduct and/or mismanagement," and that only 8.5% of the charity's overall expenditure went on charitable grants in a six-year period from 2016.
It found, for example, that thousands of pounds worth of charity funds were used to pay for a luxury hotel stay in Cannes, France, for Campbell as well as spa treatments, room service and even cigarettes. The regulator said that trustees explained that hotel costs were typically covered by a donor to the charity, therefore not costing the charity, but failed to provide any evidence to support this.

    


It also found that fellow trustee Bianka Hellmich received around 290,000 pounds ($385,000) of unauthorized funds for consultancy services, which was in breach of the charity's constitution. She has been disqualified as a trustee for nine years. The other trustee, Veronica Chou, was barred for four years.




"Trustees are legally required to make decisions that are in their charity's best interests and to comply with their legal duties and responsibilities," said Tim Hopkins, deputy director for specialist investigations and standards. "Our inquiry has found that the trustees of this charity failed to do so, which has resulted in our action to disqualify them." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The charity, which was founded in 2005 in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans, was dissolved and removed from the register of charities earlier this year. On its website, which is still active, the charity said that it presented fashion initiatives and projects in New York, London, Cannes, Moscow, Mumbai and Dar es Salaam, raising more than $15 million for good causes around the world. 

    


The Charity Commission, which registers and regulates charities in England and Wales, opened an inquiry into its activities in 2021. 
The charity had been set up with the aim of uniting the fashion industry to relieve poverty and advance health and education, by making grants to other organizations and giving resources towards global disasters. It hosted fundraising events to generate income, including in Cannes and London.

The commission said that around 344,000 pounds ($460,000) has been recovered and that a further 98,000 pounds of charitable funds have been protected. These funds were used to make donations to two other charities and settle outstanding liabilities.   
A spokesperson for Campbell was contacted, but said that there was no comment at the moment.
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            FILE - The Cure performs at the Smoothie King Center in New Orleans on Wednesday, May 10, 2023. (Brett Duke/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP, File)
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            This cover image released by Fiction/Capitol Records shows "Songs of a Lost World" by The Cure. (Fiction/Capitol Records via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Goths, rejoice: At long last, The Cure has released new music. 
"Alone," their first new song in 16 years, premiered on Mary Anne Hobbs' BBC 6 Music radio show Thursday morning.
The English band also announced a new album, "Songs of A Lost World," to be released on Nov. 1.
The Cure teased new music on social media leading up to its release, sharing a snippet of the song that featured their trademark layered guitars, metallic percussion and sparkling synths. Near the end, singer Robert Smith jumped in with the gloomy lyrics, "This is the end of every song that we sing."
"It's the track that unlocked the record; as soon as we had that piece of music recorded I knew it was the opening song, and I felt the whole album come into focus," Smith said in a press release. "I had been struggling to find the right opening line for the right opening song for a while, working with the simple idea of 'being alone', always in the back of my mind this nagging feeling that I already knew what the opening line should be... as soon as we finished recording I remembered the poem 'Dregs' by the English poet Ernest Dowson... and that was the moment when I knew the song -- and the album -- were real."

    


The Cure has toured in the years since their last album, 2008's "4:13 Dream," but has yet to release a new album. In 2019, Smith told Rolling Stone the band had recorded 19 tracks, ranging from 10-12 minutes long, and wanted to release a new album in Halloween of that year. It did not happen.



But now, The Cure joins a long list of 2024 band reunions, which so far includes everyone from Britpop icons Oasis, who ended a 15-year hiatus and, presumably, the long-held feud between brothers Liam and Noel Gallagher, to Linkin Park -- now with a new singer, Dead Sara's Emily Armstrong -- their first performances since the 2017 death of lead singer Chester Bennington.
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            A 12-foot Home Depot skeleton is pictured in the front yard of a Cincinnati home on Sept. 24, 2024. The 2024 Halloween season marks the fifth anniversary of Home Depot debuting their iconic giant skeleton. (AP Photo/Sallee Ann Harrison)
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            A towering figure of Jack Skellington from the film "The Nightmare Before Christmas" appears in front of a house in Westchester County, N.Y., on Sept. 23, 2024. The giant skeletons have upped the game on decorations, and Halloween superfans are thrilled. (AP Photo/Julia Rubin)
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            A towering Halloween human skeleton appears with a giant canine skeleton in front of a house in Westchester County, N.Y., on Sept. 23, 2024. The giant skeletons have upped the game on decorations, and Halloween superfans are thrilled. (AP Photo/Julia Rubin)
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                                        Home Depot was about to launch something big -- really big -- when the pandemic hit in the spring of 2020: a 12-foot skeleton.
"There were a lot of internal discussions. It was like, is there going to be Halloween this year?" said Lance Allen, senior merchant of decorative holiday at Home Depot. "Are customers going to think this is in poor taste? Should we go forward with it?'"
Home Depot did. And the towering skeleton arrived at the perfect time.
"Nobody could possibly need a 12-foot skeleton, but everybody wanted a 12-foot skeleton," Allen said.
The retailer's gamble upped the game for decorations. A population stuck at home and wanting some semblance of community entertainment created a Halloween phenomenon that's now bigger than any one store. (Others carry various versions of the larger-than-life skeleton.)
And as stores race to get the latest and greatest Halloween score out as soon as possible, superfans say it's about time.

    


Halloween is celebrated earlier
Home Depot's 12-foot skeleton is affectionately known by fans across the internet and globe as "Skelly." When Skelly was launched, the thinking was that he'd be out for a week or two leading up to Halloween night, Allen said, the usual consumer behavior observed at the time.




But the pandemic changed that timeline.
"Everybody started decorating in early October for something to do," Allen said. "And we've really seen a shift in the market where now people are decorating for Halloween how we've seen with Christmas historically, planning out decorations five to six weeks, two months ahead of time."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mak Ralston, a Halloween fanatic known as Haunt Former on YouTube, who posts Halloween videos year-round, has noticed the shift.
"There used to be a kind of a calendar as to when I would expect things to come out in stores," Ralston said, noting that orange and black and witches and skeletons used to roll in at the start of September, maybe mid-August.

    


"This year, I saw some stuff in stores for Halloween in June, early July," he said. "It's never been earlier."
For some, it's always Halloween
"Some average people who aren't as invested don't realize that for people who are really committed to both Halloween and the horror culture, they're in it to win it like all year," Ralston said. 
"I can post a video about a horror movie or about a Halloween mask that's coming out in October in February, and people eat it up," he said.
Nate Rambaud, known as That Guy Nate on Youtube, started his channel by posting videos of abandoned stores such as Toys R Us, a niche interest on the video-sharing platform. Now with more than 440,000 subscribers, his bread and butter is a more spooky niche. He posts videos touring Spirit Halloween locations, which often occupy abandoned stores.
Rambaud has been to well over 300 Spirit Halloween locations in all 50 states.
"Halloween is so easy to attach to. It doesn't require anybody else whatsoever," said Rambaud.
Christmas "kind of requires other people, your family. You're out buying stuff for people. And then kids sit around and wait for Christmas -- that's really all they can do for Christmas," he said. "But Halloween -- anyone can associate with Halloween and you can do it any time all the time."

    


As a result of the year-round party, Skelly's had some work done for his fifth birthday. Allen said the new Skellys for sale this season will have more UV additive to hold up against the sun longer, along with a more durable resin mixture to withstand colder temperatures. And he now has a dog.
"People are taking the skeletons on dates. They're going out to the beach, he's playing in the sand," Allen said. "We've seen him at weddings."
Jacob Humphrey, an artist in Texas, helps moderate a Facebook group of Home Depot Halloween superfans. There is a little bit of healthy competition over decorations, he said.
"A lot of times people will say, 'I know this is not as good as everyone else's, but I wanted to share this,'" Humphrey said. Group members join to find like-minded fans, he said, "but let's be honest, people want to show off."
Why are so many people so wild about Halloween?
Perhaps it all has to do with a fundamental part of the holiday: children.

    


Humphrey was out painting his fence recently when a girl walked by. She told him his house always has the best decorations.
"I didn't realize kids memorize that. And that's really kind of a badge of honor," Humphrey said. "Also, like, great, now I have no choice, I'm going to make sure I do a great job."
Ralston recalled that growing up, he was the kid who carried around a skeleton instead of a teddy bear.
And Rambaud, whose videos showcase Halloween animatronics worth hundreds of dollars, remembers a simpler time from his childhood that helped spark his love for Halloween.

"My dad used to make what he would call a spook tunnel. He would take cardboard boxes, like refrigerator boxes, and he put them all together and made a maze that we had to crawl through," he said. "That was our little haunted house."
To Humphrey, the holiday's appeal can be summarized this way: 
"Halloween is an extrovert day for introverts," he said. "Why wouldn't you want to celebrate that?"
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            Conservator Lucy Ackland adds the finishing touches to the memorial to Charlotte, Emily and Anne Bronte at Poets' Corner in Westminster Abbey in London, England, Thursday Sept. 26, 2024. (Aaron Chown/PA via AP)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- With a few daubs of a paintbrush, the Bronte sisters have got their dots back.
More than eight decades after it was installed, a memorial to the three 19th-century sibling novelists in London's Westminster Abbey was amended Thursday to restore the diaereses - the two dots over the e in their surname.
The dots -- which indicate that the name is pronounced "brontay" rather than "bront" -- were omitted when the stone tablet commemorating Charlotte, Emily and Anne was erected in the abbey's Poets' Corner in October 1939, just after the outbreak of World War II.
They were restored after Bronte historian Sharon Wright, editor of the Bronte Society Gazette, raised the issue with Dean of Westminster David Hoyle. The abbey asked its stonemason to tap in the dots and its conservator to paint them.
"There's no paper record for anyone complaining about this or mentioning this, so I just wanted to put it right, really," Wright said. "These three Yorkshire women deserve their place here, but they also deserve to have their name spelled correctly."

    


It's believed the writers' Irish father Patrick changed the spelling of his surname from Brunty or Prunty when he went to university in England.




Raised on the wild Yorkshire moors, all three sisters died before they were 40, leaving enduring novels including Charlotte's "Jane Eyre," Emily's "Wuthering Heights" and Anne's "The Tenant of Wildfell Hall."
Rebecca Yorke, director of the Bronte Society, welcomed the restoration.

"As the Brontes and their work are loved and respected all over the world, it's entirely appropriate that their name is spelled correctly on their memorial," she said.
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                    Popular Greek singer Marinella performs in Athens in this undated photo, as it was reported the singer is in critical condition in an Athens hospital after collapsing on stage on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Kostas Katomeris/Eurokinissi via AP)
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                                        ATHENS, Greece (AP) -- Popular Greek singer Marinella was in stable but critical condition in an Athens hospital Thursday, the hospital said in a statement, a day after she collapsed on stage during a concert in the ancient Herod Atticus theater.
Marinella, 86, suffered a stroke and was being treated in the intensive care unit for extensive brain bleeding, Hygeia hospital said in a statement. The singer was on her third song during Wednesday night's concert in the ancient Roman theater at the foot of the Acropolis when she appeared to lose her balance and then staggered and collapsed. The rest of the concert, which was also to have featured Greek singer Antonis Remos, was canceled.
A household name for generations of Greeks, Marinella has continued to have a commanding stage presence well into her 80s in a career that has spanned more than six decades. Born Kyriaki Papadopoulou in the northern Greek city of Thessaloniki in May 1938, she adopted her stage name early in her career, which began in earnest in the mid-1950s in her home town.

    


The youngest of four children, it became clear from an early age that she was destined for the stage. Her first public performance came at the age of around four or five when she sang a song by Austrian composer Franz Schubert on a children's radio program, she recounted in an interview published in Greek publication Lifo in June.




As a teenager, she began acting in a musical theater troupe that would travel the Greek countryside, and got her first break as a singer substituting for one of the troupe's singers who had fallen ill during a tour.


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Marinella was the first singer to represent Greece in the Eurovision Song Contest, in 1974 when it was held in Brighton, England and was won by ABBA singing "Waterloo." Early in her career, she broke with the traditional model of Greek folk singers who would perform while seated. Instead, she adopted a flamboyant performance style, incorporating hand movements as she strutted across the stage. Her songs, popular through the generations, speak mainly of love, but also of loss.
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            The Message Tree, a tree at the legendary 1969 Woodstock festival used by concertgoers as a sort of message board, is cut down Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts in Bethel, N.Y., site of the storied 1969 concert and arts festival. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)
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            Fiona Kane, 8, of Yulan, N.Y., holds a cut branch from The Message Tree, a tree at the legendary 1969 Woodstock festival used by concertgoers as a sort of message board, as it's cut down Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts in Bethel, N.Y., site of the storied 1969 concert and arts festival. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)
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            The Message Tree, a tree at the legendary 1969 Woodstock festival used by concertgoers as a sort of message board, is cut down Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts in Bethel, N.Y., site of the storied 1969 concert and arts festival. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)
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            The Message Tree, a tree at the legendary 1969 Woodstock festival used by concertgoers as a sort of message board, is seen before it's cut down Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts in Bethel, N.Y., site of the storied 1969 concert and arts festival. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)
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            The Message Tree, a tree at the legendary 1969 Woodstock festival used by concertgoers as a sort of message board, is cut down Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts in Bethel, N.Y., site of the storied 1969 concert and arts festival. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)
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            People look at original messages from The Message Tree, a tree at the legendary 1969 Woodstock festival used by concertgoers as a sort of message board, on display at the Museum at Bethel Woods, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)
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            People watch as The Message Tree, a tree at the legendary 1969 Woodstock festival used by concertgoers as a sort of message board, is cut down Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts in Bethel, N.Y., site of the storied 1969 concert and arts festival. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)
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            The Message Tree, a tree at the legendary 1969 Woodstock festival used by concertgoers as a sort of message board, is seen before it's cut down Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts in Bethel, N.Y., site of the storied 1969 concert and arts festival. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Aging and ailing, 'Message Tree' at Woodstock concert site is reluctantly cut down

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 10 | 
            The Message Tree, a tree at the legendary 1969 Woodstock festival used by concertgoers as a sort of message board, is cut down Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts in Bethel, N.Y., site of the storied 1969 concert and arts festival. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 10

                                    
                                    The Message Tree, a tree at the legendary 1969 Woodstock festival used by concertgoers as a sort of message board, is cut down Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts in Bethel, N.Y., site of the storied 1969 concert and arts festival. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 10 | 
            Fiona Kane, 8, of Yulan, N.Y., holds a cut branch from The Message Tree, a tree at the legendary 1969 Woodstock festival used by concertgoers as a sort of message board, as it's cut down Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts in Bethel, N.Y., site of the storied 1969 concert and arts festival. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)
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            Original messages from The Message Tree, a tree at the legendary 1969 Woodstock festival used by concertgoers as a sort of message board, are on display at the Museum at Bethel Woods, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)
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            The Message Tree, a tree at the legendary 1969 Woodstock festival used by concertgoers as a sort of message board, is seen before it's cut down Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts in Bethel, N.Y., site of the storied 1969 concert and arts festival. (AP Photo/Craig Ruttle)
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                                        Masses of people at the 1969 Woodstock festival stopped by the towering red maple tree a little ways off from the main stage. Many scrawled messages on paper scraps or cardboard and attached them to the old tree's trunk. 
"SUSAN, MEET YOU HERE SATURDAY 11 A.M., 3 P.M. or 7 P.M.," read one note left on what later became known as the Message Tree. In another, Candi Cohen was told to meet the girls back at the hotel. Dan wrote on a paper plate to Cindy (with the black hair & sister) that he was sorry he was "too untogether" to ask for her address, but left his number. 
Fifty-five years after Woodstock, the Message Tree was cut down under rainy skies Wednesday due to its poor health and safety concerns. 
The owners of the renowned concert site were reluctant to lose a living symbol of the community forged on a farm in Bethel, New York, on Aug. 15-18, 1969. But operators of the Bethel Woods Center for the Arts feared that the more than 100-year-old tree, which is in a publicly accessible area, was in danger of falling down. They now have plans to honor its legacy.

    


"It's like watching a loved one pass," said Neal Hitch, senior curator at The Museum At Bethel Woods.




In an age before cellphones, the 60-foot (18-meter) tree by the information booth helped people in the festival's sea of humanity connect with each other. Hitch noted that it has since stood as a tangible link to the historic event that drew more than 400,000 people to Max Yasgur's dairy farm some 80 miles (130 kilometers) northwest of New York City over the rainy, chaotic weekend.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The generation-defining Woodstock legend stems not only from the big-name performers such as Jimi Hendrix and Janis Joplin, but from the massive number of blissed-out people who packed in tightly on the muddy hillside in front of the stage.
"This tree, literally, is in almost every picture that someone took of the stage - looking down from the top of the hill, the tree's in the bottom corner. So it is like the thing that has stood the test of time," Hitch said. "So to see that loss is both nostalgic and melancholy."

    


Hitch, speaking on Tuesday, said there were still nails and pins on the trunk from where things were attached to the tree over time. The on-site museum has some of the surviving messages. 
While the tree is gone, its meaning will not fade away.
Bethel Woods, which has operated the site for many years, is seeking proposals to create works of art using the salvageable wood. Those works will be exhibited next year at the museum. The site also has several saplings made from grafts from the Message Tree. 

Bethel Woods at some point will host a regenerative planting ceremony, and one of those trees could be planted at the site. Plans are not certain yet, but Hitch would like to see it come to fruition.
"There's this symbolism of planting something that will be the Message Tree for the next generation," he said.
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            In this still image from video provided by KEYT, law enforcement work on a scene following an explosion at the Santa Maria Courthouse in Santa Maria, Calif., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (KEYT via AP)
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            This undated photo, provided by the San Barbara County Sherif's Office, shows Nathaniel McGuire, who was arrested for exploding and improvised explosive device at the Santa Maria Courthouse, Calif., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Santa Barbara County Sheriff's Office via AP)
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            In this still image from video provided by KEYT, people gather following an explosion at the Santa Maria Courthouse in Santa Maria, Calif., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (KEYT via AP)
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            In this still image from video provided by KEYT, people walk past a police barricade following an explosion at the Santa Maria Courthouse in Santa Maria, Calif., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (KEYT via AP)
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                                        SANTA MARIA, Calif. (AP) -- A 20-year-old man tossed an explosive device into the California courthouse where he was about to be arraigned on a gun charge and the explosion left five people with minor injuries and shut down the court complex and other nearby city buildings, police said.
The explosion occurred Wednesday morning in Santa Maria, a city of about 110,000 in California's central coast region. The suspect ran away after the explosion and was captured as he tried to get into his vehicle parked nearby.
Nathaniel McGuire, a Santa Maria resident, was wearing body armor underneath his jacket, according to Santa Barbara County Undersheriff Craig Bonner, and was booked on attempted murder and explosives charges. Officials are also investigating whether McGuire is tied to a series of recent arsons.
Contact information for McGuire could not be located and it wasn't known Thursday if he has an attorney.

    


Officials said it appeared the courthouse attack was related to McGuire's earlier arrest on a gun possession charge and not terrorism or an act of political violence.
"We do believe this is a local matter that has been safely resolved and that there are no outstanding community safety concerns," Bonner said.




McGuire had been arrested last July for illegal gun possession and was to be arraigned Wednesday. When he entered the courthouse and approached the screening station, he tossed a bag that then detonated.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Bonner said three of the five victims suffered burns. All were treated and released from a hospital. None were court employees.
Authorities evacuated a five-block radius of businesses, homes and a school after the explosion. The courthouse will be closed Thursday as police complete their investigation, and filing extensions will be offered for those affected by the shutdown.
Shane Mellon told KSBY-TV that he was at the courthouse when he heard what sounded like chairs falling over.

    


"It was a loud bang," he said, adding the bailiff escorted him and others out.
Mellon said he saw what looked like a sweater smoldering and a man screaming while four or five people got on top of him, trying to keep him restrained.
"I think this could have been way worse than it was if not for the deputies just jumping on top of that guy," Mellon said.

Santa Maria is about 150 miles (240 kilometers) northwest of Los Angeles. The courthouse, which houses state and county courtrooms, was where Michael Jackson was tried and acquitted of sexual abuse two decades ago.
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            Deacon Dave Billips, with the Office of Peace and Justice with the St. Louis Archdiocese, holds a sign as he stands with protesters holding space to halt the execution of Marcellus Williams on Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024, outside the Carnahan Courthouse in St. Louis. (Laurie Skrivan/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP)
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            FILE - This photo provided by the Missouri Department of Corrections shows Marcellus Williams. (Missouri Department of Corrections via AP, file)
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                                        JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- With the end of his life approaching, Missouri death row inmate Marcellus Williams was offered an opportunity to make a final statement to the world.
His words were few -- neither proclaiming innocence nor admitting guilt in the 1998 murder of Lisha Gayle, a social worker and former St. Louis Post-Dispatch reporter who was stabbed 43 times during a burglary of her suburban St. Louis home. Williams instead seemed to express peace with his fate, writing simply: "All Praise Be To Allah In Every Situation!!!"
Williams' execution Tuesday has left others to debate whether it should have occurred.
Missouri's governor, attorney general and top court remain convinced of his guilt. Those who advocated for him continue to insist he was innocent. The St. Louis County prosecutor, citing lingering questions, believes Williams' sentence should have been converted to life in prison. Gayle's family, though not publicly outspoken, also joined in a request to let Williams live. 

    


The Missouri execution, carried out at a prison in Bonne Terre, was one of five scheduled within a week in the U.S., renewing a long-running debate over how the death penalty is applied in the states. 




What evidence points to Williams' guilt?
When Gayle was killed, items stolen from her home were later sold by Williams or found in his possession. A former girlfriend and an inmate who shared a cell with Williams also testified at his trial that he confessed to killing Gayle. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The ex-girlfriend told police that when Williams picked her up on the day of the Gayle's death, she noticed he was wearing a jacket even though it was hot outside, and that there was blood on his shirt, scratches on his neck and a laptop in his car. She told police that when she looked in the car's trunk the next day, she found a purse that contained Gayle's identification.
When police searched Williams' car more than a year after Gayle's death, they found a St. Louis Post-Dispatch ruler and calculator that had belonged to Gayle. Police also recovered a laptop stolen from Gayle's home from a man who had bought it from Williams. 

    


Williams' attorneys argued that the ex-girlfriend and cellmate were convicted felons who wanted part of a $10,000 reward. Williams' former cellmate was paid a $5,000 reward. The ex-girlfriend never requested the reward, the governor's office said.
What evidence is cited for Williams' innocence?
Authorities did not find physical evidence at the crime scene linking Williams to Gayle's death. 
Williams' attorneys noted that a bloody shoeprint, fingerprints and hair found at the scene did not match Williams. But a prosecutor said such tests were merely inconclusive.
The knife used in the killing also was left at the scene. A crime scene investigator testified at Williams' 2001 trial that the killer had worn gloves. But questions swirled for years about DNA testing of the knife. 
The state Supreme Court canceled Williams' scheduled execution in 2015, allowing time for further DNA testing. Just hours before Williams was again scheduled to be executed in 2017, then-Gov. Eric Greitens also canceled the lethal injection amid DNA questions. Greitens appointed a board of retired judges to investigate the case. But the panel never reached a conclusion before Gov. Mike Parson dissolved it in 2023. 

    


In August, new testing revealed that DNA on the knife matched that of prosecution team members who had handled it without wearing gloves. Without evidence pointing to anyone else, Williams' attorneys quit pursuing an innocence claim in court and refocused their arguments on alleged procedural errors, including that prosecutors had mishandled evidence and wrongly excluded a Black man from the jury based partly on race.
Have innocent people been executed?
There have been no verified instances of an innocent person being executed in the U.S. since capital punishment was reintroduced in 1972, but there have been at least 21 people executed despite "strong and credible" claims of innocence, according to the Death Penalty Information Center. The group said that tally includes Williams, who was added to the list Wednesday. 

    


The center's list also includes two other Missouri men. They are Walter Barton, who was executed in May 2020 for the fatal stabbing of an 81-year-old woman, and Larry Griffith, who was executed in June 1995 for the fatal drive-by shooting of a 19-year-old man.
In addition, the center lists three current death row inmates facing execution despite strong claims of innocence: Richard Glossip, who was convicted in Oklahoma of a murder-for-hire of a motel owner; Toforest Johnson, who is set to die in Alabama for the murder of an off-duty sheriff's deputy; and Robert Roberson, who was convicted in Texas of murdering his 2-year-old daughter.
Why not let Williams spend life in prison?
At the time of Williams' murder trial, he already had an extensive list of burglary, robbery, theft and assault convictions in other cases. A jury convicted him of first-degree murder for Gayle's death, which in Missouri can be punishable either by death or life in prison without parole. It took jurors just 90 minutes to decide that he deserved the death penalty. 

    


St. Louis County Prosecutor Wesley Bell, a Democrat who took office in 2019 and is running for Congress, cited a relatively recent Missouri law to reopen the question of Williams' guilt or innocence. Bell struck an agreement in August with the Midwest Innocence Project, which was representing Williams, that would have let Williams enter a new, no-contest plea to first-degree murder in exchange for a new sentence of life in prison without parole. 
Bell's position made the case highly unusual, said Robin Maher, executive director of the Death Penalty Information Center, which reports on problems with capital punishment and has a database of nearly 1,600 executions. 
Maher said it's "highly, highly unusual, very rare" for a prosecutor to side with a prisoner who is facing execution. 
But Republican Missouri Attorney General Andrew Bailey objected, and courts kept in place the death sentence. 
Ultimately, the execution decision rested with Parson, who could have used gubernatorial powers to convert Williams' sentence to life imprisonment. 

A clemency request submitted on Williams' behalf pleaded for mercy, noting that Gayle's family also supported life imprisonment instead of death. But Parson disagreed, explaining in his own final statement on the case: "No juror nor judge has ever found Williams's innocence claim to be credible." 
___
The story has been corrected to fix the spelling of the Texas death row inmate's last name. He is Robert Roberson, not Robertson. 
___
Hanna reported from Topeka, Kansas.
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                                        BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) -- An appeals court has sent back part of a lawsuit brought by a protester of the Dakota Access oil pipeline, who alleged excessive force by law enforcement officers.
Eric Poemoceah, of Oklahoma, filed the federal court lawsuit in 2020 against Morton County, County Sheriff Kyle Kirchmeier, then-Sheriff of Cass County Paul Laney and other officers, including unidentified ones. He sought unspecified damages to be determined at trial.
Poemoceah alleged that during a demonstration in February 2017, when a protest camp was being evacuated, Bismarck Police Officer Benjamin Swenson tackled him, causing a pelvic fracture. He also alleged other injuries from other officers, and that the officers disregarded his pelvic injury and retaliated against him for livestreaming the events.
The defendants sought to dismiss the case. U.S. District Judge Daniel Traynor granted their motions to dismiss the case in December 2020. He said the officers were entitled to qualified immunity regarding use of force, and that Poemoceah didn't sufficiently back up his claims.

    


Poemoceah appealed in 2021. On Wednesday, a three-judge panel of the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals upheld the judge's dismissal of most of Poemoceah's claims. But the panel said he "plausibly alleges a Fourth Amendment excessive force claim against Swenson," and sent that claim back for further proceedings.




The Associated Press emailed attorneys for both sides, but did not immediately receive responses to requested comment.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Standing Rock Sioux Tribe's opposition to the pipeline's Missouri River crossing drew thousands of people who demonstrated and camped for months in 2016 and 2017 near the crossing. Hundreds of arrests resulted from the sometimes-chaotic protests.

The multistate pipeline has been transporting oil since 2017, including during an ongoing, court-ordered environmental review process for the controversial river segment.
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                                        TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) -- A suspect in the fatal shooting of a Tucson junior college student on the University of Arizona campus has been arrested, authorities said Thursday.
University police said Ryan Romero-Encinas, 20, was taken into custody Wednesday without incident at a Tucson apartment complex.
Authorities said Romero-Encinas is facing a first-degree murder charge in the shooting death of 19-year-old Minhaj Jamshidi.

Court officials said documents in the case weren't immediately available ahead of Romero-Encinas' initial court appearance Thursday where a judge was expected to set bond. Police didn't disclose whether Romero-Encinas is a student at the University of Arizona. 
University police have scheduled a news conference Thursday to release more information about the shooting.
They said Jamshidi was shot late Sunday night after a fight with the suspect at the school's volleyball courts near the Arizona-Sonoran dormitory.
Jamshidi died at the scene and witnesses gave police a description of the shooter.
At the time of his death, Jamshidi was attending Pima Community College and taking classes in building and construction technology.
He grew up in Afghanistan before he and his family moved to Tucson in 2021.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/fatal-shooting-university-campus-suspect-arrested-69adf6346931ff9e369484a11763dc7f



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    The number of Americans filing for jobless aid falls to lowest level in 4 months | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The number of Americans filing for jobless aid falls to lowest level in 4 months

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    A hiring sign for employment at FedEx is seen, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Grimes, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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                                        The number of Americans applying for unemployment benefits last week fell to the lowest level in four months.
The Labor Department reported Thursday that applications for jobless claims fell by 4,000 to 218,000 for the week of Sept. 21. It was the fewest since mid-May and less than the 224,000 analysts were expecting. Last week's figure was revised up by 3,000.
The four-week average of claims, which evens out some of weekly volatility, fell by 3,500 to 224,750.
Applications for jobless benefits are widely considered a proxy for U.S. layoffs in a given week.
Weekly filings for unemployment benefits have fallen two straight weeks after rising modestly higher starting in late spring. Though still at historically healthy levels, the recent increase in jobless claims and other labor market data signaled that high interest rates may finally be taking a toll on the labor market.

    


In response to weakening employment data and receding consumer prices, the Federal Reserve last week cut its benchmark interest rate by a half of a percentage point as the central bank shifts its focus from taming inflation toward supporting the job market. The Fed's goal is to achieve a rare "soft landing," whereby it curbs inflation without causing a recession.




It was the Fed's first rate cut in four years after a series of rate hikes in 2022 and 2023 pushed the federal funds rate to a two-decade high of 5.3%.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Inflation has retreated steadily, approaching the Fed's 2% target and leading Chair Jerome Powell to declare recently that it was largely under control.
During the first four months of 2024, applications for jobless benefits averaged just 213,000 a week before rising in May. They hit 250,000 in late July, supporting the notion that high interest rates were finally cooling a red-hot U.S. job market.
U.S. employers added a modest 142,000 jobs in August, up from a paltry 89,000 in July, but well below the January-June monthly average of nearly 218,000.


    


Last month, the Labor Department reported that the U.S. economy added 818,000 fewer jobs from April 2023 through March this year than were originally reported. The revised total was also considered evidence that the job market has been slowing steadily, compelling the Fed to start cutting interest rates.
Thursday's report said that the total number of Americans collecting jobless benefits rose by 13,000 to about 1.83 million for the week of Sept. 14.
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            San Francisco's Homeless Outreach Team faces a tough task: persuading people to leave their tents and move indoors. But the city has a shortage of shelter beds. And many homeless residents don't want to stay in crowded shelters. (AP Video/Terry Chea)
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            Members of the San Francisco Homeless Outreach Team, Edgar Tapia , left, and Maria B., talk to a homeless person in the Mission District, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)
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            Homeless people gather with their belongings and tents in the Mission District, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)
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            Jose Torres, manager of the San Francisco Homeless Outreach Team, sits in his van Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)
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            Larry James Bell, a homeless man, stands on the sidewalk Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)
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            Homeless resident Larry James Bell, seated, is seen with Ventrell Johnson, left, and Jonice Pauley of the San Francisco Homeless Outreach Team, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)
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            Ventrell Johnson, middle, of the San Francisco Homeless Outreach Team, helps call a taxi for Larry James Bell, a homeless resident who will be moving from temporary shelter into permanent housing Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Outreach worker Edgar Tapia hit a San Francisco neighborhood on a mission to find people to take eight available shelter beds, including a tiny cabin perfect for a couple.
He approached a cluster of tents in the Mission District, calling out greetings and offers of snacks and water bottles. He crouched to chat with tent occupants and asked if anyone was interested in moving indoors. He reminded them city street cleaners would be by to clear the sidewalk. 
"Do you have any more hygiene kits?" asked a woman inside an orange tent with five friends. "Can we get some socks?"
The job of Tapia and others on San Francisco's Homeless Outreach Team is to match eligible people with vacant beds. But it's not a straightforward process as was clear on this September day, despite more shelter beds than ever before and a mayor who says she will no longer tolerate people living outdoors when they've been offered a place to stay. 

    


Sometimes a person is eager to move inside, but there are no beds. Other times, a spot is open but the offer is rejected for a host of reasons, including complications with drugs and alcohol. Outreach workers plug away, reaching out and building trust with the people they call their clients. 




"Today somebody wasn't ready because they were hanging out with their friends. They're not ready because they don't like the options that we have," said Jose Torres, Homeless Outreach Team manager with the city's Department of Homelessness and Supportive Housing. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Sometimes we get lucky and they accept the one thing we have available, and if that doesn't work out, we try something else," he said. "It's that 'try again, try again' system." 
Tapia, 34, was excited because a man he'd been talking to for two months might be ready to accept a shelter spot. The first time they talked, Tapia said, the man asked no questions. But the next time, the man asked what the shelters were like.

    


"It just gives me the chills, because it's progress," said Tapia. "I want to see these people off the streets. I want to see them do good."
The woman inquiring after socks, who gave her name as Mellie M., 41, said her group wants hotel rooms or an apartment. She wants a place with locked doors and a private bathroom because she was raped while homeless.
"In order for us not to live in tents anymore," she said, "they need to give us a place that we can call home." 
Torres, the manager, left to check in with other outreach workers, thrilled because Tapia had found a couple for the tiny cabin. There was more good news when he arrived in the Bayview neighborhood, where other outreach workers told him that a client, Larry James Bell, 71, was moving into his own studio apartment. 
Ventrell Johnson got emotional thinking about the discouraged man he found living under a tarp eight months ago. Johnson eventually got Bell a bed in a homeless shelter, and now Bell was ready for his own bedroom and a shower he didn't have to share. 
"I'd like to have a house one day," Bell said, sitting on a chair with a plate of eggs and sausage on his lap, a walking cane nearby. 

    


Bell's departure means a free bed at the shelter. Johnson said he's noticed that people are a bit more likely to accept shelter now that the city is cracking down on encampments. 
"They know that it's a little less tolerance," he said. "It's a little less leniency."
By the end of the day, outreach workers had found seven people for seven shelter beds. 

They returned to the Mission neighborhood encampment to tell the couple they could move into the tiny cabin. But when they got there, the couple had packed up and left. 
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            embers of the Muscogee Nation stand outside the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Atlanta on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Charlotte Kramon)
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            Robyn Soweka Sr., of Hickory Ground Tribal Town, right, describes a tribal challenge issued to the Poarch Band, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024, in Wetumoka, Ala. At left is George Thompson, who is the Mekko, a ceremonial leader, of Hickory Ground in the Muscogee Nation. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- An appeals court on Wednesday heard arguments in a long-running dispute between two federally recognized tribes over one's construction of a casino on Alabama land that the other says is a sacred site.
The dispute involves land, known as Hickory Ground, that was home to the Muscogee Nation before removal to Oklahoma on the Trail of Tears. The site is owned by Alabama's Poarch Band of Creek Indians, a separate tribal nation that shares ancestry with the Muscogee, and that built one of its successful Wind Creek casinos on the site. The Muscogee Nation is appealing a federal judge's decision to dismiss their lawsuit over the casino construction. 
The Muscogee Nation argued that the Alabama tribal officials broke a legal promise to protect the site when they acquired it with the help of a historic preservation grant and instead excavated the remains of 57 Muscogee ancestors to build a casino. 

    


"Hickory Ground is sacred," Mary Kathryn Nagle, an attorney representing the Muscogee Nation told the three-judge panel. The Muscogee officials asked the appellate court to reinstate their claims that tribal and federal officials and the university that did an archeological work at the site violated The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act and other federal laws.




The Poarch Band, which maintains their work preserved much of Hickory Ground, depicted the case as an attack on their sovereignty.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mark Reeves an attorney representing Poarch Band officials, told the panel that the Oklahoma plaintiffs are seeking to control what the Alabama tribe can do on its own land. 
 "We firmly believe that protecting tribal sovereignty is at the heart of this case," Reeves said in a statement after court. "The idea that any entity, most especially another tribe, would be allowed to assume control over land it does not own is antithetical to tribal sovereignty and American values."

    


The appellate court did not indicate when a decision would be issued. 
U.S. Chief Circuit Judge Bill Pryor, a former Alabama attorney general, told Nagle at the start of arguments that he was "pretty sympathetic to many of your concerns here" and had questions about how the district court structured its decision. Circuit Judge Robert J. Luck questioned if the Muscogee Nation was essentially seeking "a veto" over what the Poarch Band could do with the property.
Nagle said they were encouraged by the questions asked by the panel. Members of the Muscogee Nation marched to the Atlanta courthouse ahead of the arguments. 

"This is about more than just a legal battle. This is about our ancestors, our cultural identity, and the future of Native rights across the United States," Muscogee Principal Chief David Hill said. 
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            In this still image from video provided by KEYT, law enforcement work on a scene following an explosion at the Santa Maria Courthouse in Santa Maria, Calif., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (KEYT via AP)
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            In this still image from video provided by KEYT, people gather following an explosion at the Santa Maria Courthouse in Santa Maria, Calif., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (KEYT via AP)
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            In this still image from video provided by KEYT, people walk past a police barricade following an explosion at the Santa Maria Courthouse in Santa Maria, Calif., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (KEYT via AP)
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                                        SANTA MARIA, Calif. (AP) -- A man set off an explosive device in the lobby of a California courthouse on Wednesday, sending five people to the hospital with minor injuries and prompting the shutdown of the court complex and other city buildings, officials said.
A 20-year-old man was detained following the explosion that was reported shortly after 8:45 a.m. at the Santa Maria Courthouse in Santa Maria, sheriff's officials said. The city of about 110,000 people is in Santa Barbara County, in California's central coast region.
Santa Barbara Undersheriff Craig Bonner said the suspect had been arrested for illegal gun possession and was headed to court Wednesday morning for his arraignment when the Santa Maria resident entered the courthouse and threw a bag at the screening station, causing the bag to explode. Officials said it did not appear to be related to terrorism or political violence

    


Authorities arrested the suspect outside the courthouse while he was trying to enter his car. He was found wearing body armor underneath his jacket, and he was not injured in the blast, Bonner said. He was booked on felony charges for attempted murder, using an explosive device, attempting to kill someone and possession of explosive devices.




"We do believe this is a local matter that has been safely resolved and that there are no outstanding community safety concerns," Bonner said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Bonner said three of the five victims suffered burn injuries. All were treated and released by the hospital. None were court employees. 
Officials are also investigating whether the suspect is tied to a series of recent arson cases. He was previously arrested in July, when deputies discovered and seized a loaded and concealed revolver.
Authorities evacuated a five-block radius of businesses, homes and a school after the explosion. The courthouse will be closed Thursday as police complete their investigation, and filing extensions will be offered for those affected by the shutdown.

    


Shane Mellon told KSBY-TV that he was at the courthouse when he heard what sounded like chairs falling over.
"It was a loud bang," he said, adding the bailiff escorted him and others out.
Mellon said he saw what looked like a sweater smoldering and a man screaming while four or five people got on top of him, trying to keep him restrained.
"I think this could have been way worse than it was if not for the deputies just jumping on top of that guy," Mellon said.
The office of California Gov. Gavin Newsom said it was monitoring the situation and coordinating with local law enforcement.
Patrols were stepped up at courthouses in neighboring Los Angeles County, the sheriff's department there said.
Santa Maria City Hall, which is near the courthouse, was also closed Wednesday because of the ongoing investigation, said Mark van de Kamp, a spokesperson for the city. So were other nearby city offices in addition to branch libraries that depend on the city's main library for support, he said.

The courthouse holds state and county courts in the city of Santa Maria, which is about 150 miles (240 kilometers) northwest of Los Angeles. Two decades ago, the courthouse was where Michael Jackson was tried and acquitted of sexual abuse.
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            UNLV quarterback Matthew Sluka runs with the ball in the first half against Kansas during an NCAA college football game Friday, Sept. 13, 2024, at Children's Mercy Park in Kansas City, Kan. (AP Photo/Ed Zurga)
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            UNLV quarterback Matthew Sluka (3) passes as he is hit by Kansas cornerback Cobee Bryant (2) in the second half of an NCAA college football game Friday, Sept. 13, 2024, at Children's Mercy Park in Kansas City, Kan. (AP Photo/Ed Zurga)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


The convoluted way college athletes are paid for the use of their name, image and likeness and a dispute between player and coaches over money appears to have cost an undefeated team its quarterback three games into the season.
UNLV quarterback Matthew Sluka has decided to sit out the rest of the season over a $100,000 NIL payment that was promised but never paid after he agreed to transfer to the Rebels from Holy Cross last winter, Sluka's agent told The Associated Press on Wednesday.
"I think there was some kind of breakdown in communication," Bob Sluka, Matthew's father, told AP. 
Sluka's decision sent shockwaves throughout major college football, where the old rules of amateurism have fallen, leaving schools and the NCAA grappling with how to regulate the way players can be paid. Just how much regulation is part of a $2.8 billion antitrust settlement agreement involving the NCAA and the nation's top conferences that is before a federal judge in California.

    


Sluka's agent, Marcus Cromartie of Equity Sports, said Sluka was promised $100,000 by a UNLV assistant coach who recruited the quarterback last winter when he agreed to transfer in January.




Both Cromartie and the company that runs UNLV's NIL collective, which would be responsible for paying school athletes, acknowledge there was no signed agreement between the player and the organization for $100,000.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

UNLV issued a statement accusing Sluka's representative of making "financial demands upon the university and its NIL collective in order to continue playing."
"UNLV athletics interpreted these demands as a violation of the NCAA pay-for-play rules, as well as Nevada state law," the school said. "UNLV does not engage in such activity, nor does it respond to implied threats. UNLV has honored all previously agreed-upon scholarships for Matthew Sluka."
Bob Sluka and Cromartie insisted Matthew Sluka was not looking for anything more than was promised.

    


UNLV (3-0) is scheduled to host Fresno State (3-1) in a big Mountain West game on Saturday, with both schools hoping a strong season could put them in consideration for a spot in the 12-team College Football Playoff. The Rebels have already beaten two power conference schools but now will proceed without their starting QB.
Sluka's transfer
Equity Sports represents numerous NFL and college players, including Kansas City Chiefs star Patrick Mahomes. Bob Sluka told AP his son signed with Equity Sports when Matthew Sluka declared his intent to switch schools and entered the NCAA transfer portal in December. 
During a recruiting trip to UNLV with his son, Bob Sluka said a discussion about NIL payments came up with offensive coordinator Brennan Marion and the Slukas informed him those could be had with Equity.
Cromartie said he spoke with the assistant coach by phone and a promise of $100,000 was made but because Sluka was still completing his degree at Holy Cross, the quarterback could not sign a contract with a collective until after he enrolled at UNLV. Sluka did not join the team until preseason practice in August.

    


Friends of Unilv, the collective that works with UNLV athletes, does not sign deals with athletes until they are enrolled, said Bob Sine, whose company Blueprint Sports oversees and operates that collective and dozens others around the country.
But, Sine said, it is not uncommon for representatives of athletes to open discussions with the collective about NIL opportunities before the athlete is enrolled. Sine said a payment of $3,000 was made to Sluka over the summer, but nothing else.
Things fall apart
"In July, there was no NIL payments. There was no $100,000, I guess you could say zero dollars. He was given a $3,000 relocation fee and that was it," said Cromartie, who added head coach Barry Odom was not involved in the initial discussions.
Sine said the first time they heard from Cromartie was on Aug. 29 via email, and on Sept. 19 there was another email communication during which the collective offered a potential deal that would pay Sluka $3,000 per month.
Sine said Cromartie was not registered as an agent in Nevada or with the school. They informed him he needed to do that to move forward. Sluka's father said Cromartie was directed to speak with Odom and director of player development Hunkie Cooper.

    


Cromartie said he suggested payments of $10,000 a month over the next five months and even $5,000 per month and was declined. 
Cromartie said Sluka was offered $3,000 per month by Odom and Cooper in a phone call last week.
"At that point I think Matt felt lied to. At that point he just wanted to stand up for himself," Cromartie said.
Bob Sluka said his son went to see Odom on Monday before practice and the coach refused to talk to Matthew about the NIL arrangement. Bob Sluka said Matthew returned to the coach's office after practice, but Odom was gone. Odom declined to speak with reporters following practice Wednesday.

    


"It's just the tone that they took. It didn't have to happen. All you had to do was give Matt a hug and say, 'Hey, Matt, we're going to work this out with you,'" said Bob Sluka, who lives in Locust Valley on New York's Long Island. "You're letting your starting quarterback walk out the door. And they didn't care. Did Barry not call the collective and say, 'Holy crap, I'm losing my kid.' No, he said, 'Take it or leave it.'"
NCAA redshirt rules allow players to retain a year of eligibility if they play four or fewer games in a season. Sluka, who played four seasons (2020-23) at Holy Cross, still has one more year of eligibility that he could use at another school next season. NCAA rules do not allow players to play for two schools within the same season.
"I committed to UNLV based on certain representations that were made to me, which were not upheld after I enrolled," Matthew Sluka posted on X late Tuesday. "Despite discussions, it became clear that these commitments would not be fulfilled in the future. I wish my teammates the best of luck this season and hope for the continued success of the program."
NIL headaches
The NCAA lifted its ban on athletes being compensated for things like endorsement and sponsorship deals in 2021, but had very few detailed rules on how schools can regulate payments beyond saying the compensation cannot come directly from the school.
State laws have created different standards around the country, and college sports leaders, including NCAA President Charlie Baker, have been lobbying Congress for a federal law to help get a handle of an unruly system that lacks transparency. The NCAA settlement of multiple antitrust lawsuits includes a plan for a new revenue-sharing system, which would allow schools to begin making direct NIL payments to athletes as soon as next year. 
"The NCAA fully supports college athletes profiting from their NIL, but unfortunately there is little oversight or accountability in the NIL space and far too often promises made to student-athletes are broken," NCAA senior vice president for external affairs Tim Buckley said in a statement. "Positive changes are underway at the NCAA to deliver more benefits to student-athletes but without clear legal authority granted by the courts or by Congress, the NCAA, conferences and schools have limited authority to regulate third parties involved in NIL transactions." 
The current way this all works has caused headaches for everyone involved.
Georgia quarterback Jaden Rashada, who committed to play for Florida out of high school, is suing Gators coach Billy Napier and one of the school's top boosters after a $14 million NIL deal fell through. Rashada never played for Florida. He was released from his scholarship agreement in 2023, transferred to Arizona State where he played last year and then transferred to Georgia this offseason.
"They're going to have to figure out a system, just like anything else -- make sure contracts are signed, or the language is done the right way," Mahomes, who has become involved in the NIL collective at Texas Tech, his alma mater, said Wednesday when asked about Sluka's situation.
What now?
UNLV went 9-5 last season and played for the Mountain West Conference championship, but the quarterback who led that team to the program's best season in nearly 40 years, Jayden Maiava, transferred to Southern California of the Big Ten.
Sluka was one of the top quarterbacks playing in Division I's second tier, known as the Football Championship Subdivision. Holy Cross reached the FCS playoffs in 2021 and '22 with Sluka as the starter.
After a coaching change at Holy Cross -- head coach Bob Chesney left to take over at James Madison -- Sluka also moved on. after setting a host of school records and rushing for an NCAA Division I quarterback record 330 yards in a loss to Lafayette in 2023. Sluka has completed 21 of 48 passes for 318 yards, six touchdowns and one interception for the Rebels this season. He has also rushed 39 times for 286 yards and a touchdown, helping the Rebels beat Kansas and Houston to go 2-0 against Big 12 teams.
Neither Sluka's father nor his agent completely ruled out the possibility of a resolution that could have Matthew Sluka back with UNLV, but neither voiced any optimism.
"At the end of the day, $100,000 for a quarterback that's in a Top 25 program is actually probably on the lower tier," Cromartie said. "The fact that he hasn't gotten that or anything in between just speaks to the point he's getting done unjustly and unfairly."
___
AP Sports Writer Dave Skretta in Kansas City, Missouri, and Mark Anderson in Las Vegas contributed to this report. 
___
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                    The return box sits outside of the closed library, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in Royal, Oak, Michigan, after someone returned a DVD with bugs inside the case. (AP Photo/Mike Householder)
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                                        OAK PARK, Mich. (AP) -- Bugs in a library -- again.
The Oak Park Public Library in suburban Detroit was closed Wednesday for a scrubbing after bedbugs were found in two chairs in the computer area. A library nearby in Royal Oak was closed Sunday and part of Monday after staff said unwanted visitors crawled out of a just-returned DVD case. 
The library in Oak Park will reopen Thursday.
"We feel that taking every available action to ensure our public spaces are safe, comfortable and accessible for both our staff and community members goes without question here," the library said on Facebook.

Bedbugs were confirmed to be in chairs that were swiftly removed from the Oak Park library on Tuesday. Pest experts found no evidence of other bugs, but the library still decided to clean the building.
The pests found at the Royal Oak Public Library were cockroaches. 
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            Mark Zuckerberg wears a pair of Orion AR glasses during the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            Mark Zuckerberg wears a pair of Orion AR glasses during the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            Mark Zuckerberg talks about the Meta Quest 3S during the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            Mark Zuckerberg smiles while speaking at the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            Mark Zuckerberg speaks during the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            People use their cell phones as they watch a presentation at the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            Mark Zuckerberg talks about the Meta Quest 3S during the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            Mark Zuckerberg waves to the crowd as he exits the stage at the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            Mark Zuckerberg is introduced at the start of the Meta Connect conference, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            Mark Zuckerberg holds a pair of Orion AR glasses during the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            Mark Zuckerberg talks about the Orion AR glasses during the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            Mark Zuckerberg talks about the Orion AR glasses during the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            Mark Zuckerberg talks about the Orion AR glasses during the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            A person demonstrates the Meta Quest 3S during the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 17 | 
            Mark Zuckerberg speaks about the live translation feature on the Ray-Ban Meta smart glasses during the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            Mark Zuckerberg speaks during the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            Mark Zuckerberg talks about the Meta Quest 3S during the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            Mark Zuckerberg smiles while speaking at the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    16 of 17

                                    
                                    Mark Zuckerberg speaks about the live translation feature on the Ray-Ban Meta smart glasses during the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 17 | 
            Mark Zuckerberg speaks during the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 17

                                    
                                    Mark Zuckerberg speaks during the Meta Connect conference Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024, in Menlo Park, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            BARBARA ORTUTAY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        MENLO PARK, California (AP) -- Meta unveiled updates to the company's virtual reality headset and Ray Ban smart glasses on Wednesday as it tries to demonstrate its artificial intelligence prowess and the next generation of computing platforms beyond smartphones and computers.
CEO Mark Zuckerberg also showed off Orion, a prototype he called "the most advanced glasses the world has ever seen."
"The technical challenges to make them are insane," Zuckerberg told a crowd of developers and journalists at Meta's Menlo Park, California, headquarters. The holographic augmented reality glasses, for one, needed to be glasses -- not a bulky headset. There are no wires and they have to weigh less than 100 grams (3.5 ounces), among other things. And the beyond interacting with your voice, typing or hand gestures, Orion has a "wrist-based neural interface" -- it lets you send a signal from your brain to the device, using a wristband that translates nerve signals into digital commands.

    


There is no release date for Orion -- Zuckerberg called it a "glimpse of the future." 
Seemingly in his element speaking to a cheering crowd, Zuckerberg said Meta is working to "bring the future to everyone" with its headsets, glasses and AI system. As part of an update to its Llama model, people will now be able to interact with Meta AI by speaking, with voices from celebrities such as John Cena, Judi Dench and Awkwafina. 




"We are trying to build a future that is more open, more accessible, more natural, and more about human connection," Zuckerberg said. "This is the continuation of the values and ideas that we have brought to the apps and technology that we have built over Meta's first 20 years."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

An AI update aimed at influencers allows them to craft AI versions of themselves -- for interacting with fans. On the keynote stage, an AI version of creator Don Allen Stevenson III appeared on the screen and answered a few questions just as the actual creator would. When Zuckerberg asked the AI creator about cattle ranching, it responded "my expertise lies in technology and design, not agriculture." An earlier version of this tool was text only. 

    


Other AI updates include live translation, which Zuckerberg demonstrated on stage. While wearing the smart glasses, Zuckerberg spoke in English to Mexican mixed martial artist Brandon Moreno replying in Spanish -- the conversation was translated in real time. People can also dub their videos in another language so that it looks like they are speaking natively -- even going so far as changing their lips movements to match. 
Meta AI now has 500 million users, the company said. Jeremy Goldman of the research firm Emarketer called the number "jaw-dropping." 
"Meta has transformed from just a social media company into an AI powerhouse. Zuckerberg's move to celebrity voices is not just for fun -- it's a direct challenge to OpenAI, with an emphasis on real-world utility," Goldman said. 
Meta, which introduced the Quest 3 last year, also showed off a cheaper version of the VR goggles -- the 3S -- that will cost $299. The regular Quest 3 costs $499. The S3 will start shipping on Oct. 15. 

    


"Meta is aggressively undercutting Apple's Vision Pro to dominate the middle-tier AR/VR market," Goldman said. Those VR goggles, which came out earlier this year after much anticipation, cost $3,500. 
While VR goggles have grabbed more headlines, the augmented reality Ray Bans turned out to be a sleeper hit for Meta. The company hasn't disclosed sales numbers, but Zuckerberg said during Meta's July earnings call that the glasses "continue to be a bigger hit sooner than we expected -- thanks in part to AI." Zuckerberg said on Wednesday that Meta seems to have gotten past the supply issues that plagued the Ray Bans a few months ago due to high demand. 
"They are kind of the perfect form factor for AI," Zuckerberg said. The glasses, he added, let an AI assistant "see what you see, hear what you hear" and help you go about your day. 
For instance, you can ask the glasses to remind you where you parked or to pick up groceries, look at a pile of fruit and come up with a smoothie recipe, or help you pick out a party outfit. 

    


Meta -- which renamed itself from Facebook in 2021, still makes nearly all of its money from advertising. In its most recent quarter, 98% of its more than $39 billion in revenue came from ads. At the same time, the company is investing heavily in AI and what Zuckerberg sees as the next generation of computing platforms such as VR headsets and AR glasses. 
"VR headsets, despite Meta's assertion, will not go mainstream," said Forrester research director Mike Proulx. "They're too cumbersome, and people can only tolerate them in short bursts."
Glasses, on the other hand "put computing power directly into a common and familiar form factor. As the smart tech behind these glasses matures, they have the potential to disrupt everyday consumers' interactions with brands."

Proulx said the Orion prototype "sets the stage for a future where a revolutionary 3D computing platform is within reach and can actually be useful to the everyday consumer."
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                    FILE -Commuters walk inside Waterloo station in London, June 20, 2022.(AP Photo/Tony Hicks), File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- U.K. transport officials and police said Thursday they are investigating a "cyber-security incident" after users of public Wi-Fi networks at the country's biggest railway stations reported being shown anti-Muslim messages.
Passengers trying to log onto the Wi-Fi at 19 stations, including Manchester Piccadilly, Birmingham New Street and several London terminuses, on Wednesday evening were met by a page reading "We love you, Europe," followed by an anti-Islam message listing a series of terror attacks.
Network Rail, which manages the stations, said the Wi-Fi had been switched off and no passenger data was taken.
"British Transport Police are investigating the incident," Network Rail said in a statement. "This service is provided via a third party and has been suspended while an investigation is under way."
The police force confirmed it was investigating reports of "Islamophobic messaging on some Network Rail Wi-Fi services."

    


Telent, the company that provides the stations' Wi-Fi, said an "unauthorized change" to the landing page was made from a "legitimate administrator account" and that the matter was now subject to criminal investigation.




The incident follows a more disruptive cyberattack in early September on Transport for London, which runs the capital's bus, subway and suburban train system.
TFL said some customer names, contact details and potentially bank account details were exposed in the attack, which is being investigated by the National Crime Agency.
A 17-year-old was arrested over the attack, questioned and bailed without being charged.

Weeks on, the attack continues to affect the transit company's ability to provide some online services such as refunds and real-time transit information.
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                    FILE - A page from the Shein website is shown in this photo, in New York on June 23, 2023. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)
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                                        Italy's antitrust watchdog is investigating the online fast fashion giant Shein for potentially making misleading claims about its sustainability practices. 
The country's independent competition authority said in a statement that the greenwashing probe would focus on Infinite Styles Serves Co. Limited, a Dublin-based company that does business as Shein and operates the online retailer's website and app. 
Shein was founded in China but is now based in Singapore. It has had a meteoric rise in the world of retail, fueled by a business model that allows it to churn out apparel based on real-time demand and deliver it directly to customers from factories primarily located in China.
That has helped the company offer products for ultra-low prices and attract shoppers who can go on its website to buy $11 sweaters, $2 cellphone cases and other products from a quickly updated assortment of items. 

    


But Shein's critics have long argued the company's practices encourage overconsumption and environmental waste, problems which the retailer has said it is working to combat. 
However, Italian officials are accusing the company of misleading consumers with claims about the environmental sustainability of the clothing it sells. Environmental organizations have alleged such deceptive practices, known as greenwashing, occurs across the corporate world. 




Italy's anti-trust authority, whose abbreviated name in Italian is AGCM, alleges that some of the environmental references on Shein's Italian website are deceptive or omit information. Images promoting Shein's clothing as sustainable are also done "through generic, vague, confused and /or misleading environmental assertions," the authority said in its statement. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In particular, the watchdog cited information from Shien's "evoluShein" collection, which it said may have misled consumers into thinking the clothes they bought from the collection could be recycled. 

    


AGCM also alleged that the stated commitment to decarbonization featured on Shein's website were in "apparent contradiction" with the increases in greenhouse gas emissions that Shein included in its sustainability reports for 2022 and 2023. 
The online retailer said it would cooperate with the Italian investigation. 
"We would also like to take this opportunity to reaffirm our commitment to complying with the laws and regulations in the markets where we operate and to maintaining transparency with our customers," Shein said in a statement. 

Shein has been facing challenges elsewhere in Europe. Critics and advocacy groups such as Amnesty International UK have opposed the company's possible listing on the London Stock Exchange due to labor and environmental concerns. 
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                    FILE - The New York Stock Exchange, at rear, is shown on Sept. 24, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stocks are ticking higher Thursday as financial markets around the world rally again.
The S&P 500 was up 0.2% in midday trading and flirting with the possibility of setting an all-time high for the third time this week and the 42nd time this year. The Dow Jones Industrial Average was up 170 points, or 0.4%, as of 11:15 a.m. Eastern time, and the Nasdaq composite was edging up 0.3%.
Micron Technology led the way with a jump of 14.8% after the maker of computer memory and storage delivered stronger profit for the latest quarter than analysts expected. It pointed to sales related to artificial-intelligence technology, where a boom has helped drive some stocks to astounding heights.
Jabil climbed 11.9% after the electronics manufacturer likewise reported stronger profit and revenue than expected. It also announced a plan to buy back up to $1 billion of its stock to plow cash to its shareholders.

    


But drops for Exxon Mobil and other oil-and-gas companies were keeping the market's gains in check. Oil prices tumbled after The Financial Times reported through sources that Saudi Arabia is preparing to abandon its unofficial price target of $100 a barrel for crude as it prepares to increase output.




The price of a barrel of benchmark U.S. crude fell 2.6%, while the international standard of Brent crude fell 2%. That dragged Exxon Mobil's stock down 2%, and it was one of the heaviest weights on the S&P 500. ConocoPhillips sank 2.7%. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A big winner of the AI frenzy, Super Micro Computer, was meanwhile giving back some of its huge gains after more than tripling last year. Its stock tumbled 10.9% following a report from The Wall Street Journal saying the U.S. Department of Justice is probing the seller of servers and storage systems. 
A prominent investor, Hindenburg Research, published a report in August that accused the company of accounting red flags and other issues, which Supermicro CEO Charles Liang later said contained false or inaccurate statements.

    


In stock markets overseas, indexes were more jubilant on hopes for more moves by China to prop up the world's second-largest economy. The country's powerful Politburo on Thursday called for intensified efforts as China tries to meet its goals for economic growth, according to the official Xinhua News Agency.
That follows a raft of announcements earlier in the week by the country's central bank that had also sent global markets jumping. China's economic growth has been flagging, with particular troubles in its real-estate industry, and Chinese officials appear to be making a more coordinated effort to boost it following earlier piecemeal attempts.
In the United States, meanwhile, more encouraging news came after a round of reports on Thursday suggested the world's largest economy may be doing better than expected.
Fewer U.S. workers applied for unemployment benefits last week in the latest signal that layoffs remain relatively low across the economy. A separate report said the overall U.S. economy grew at a 3% annual rate during the spring, as previously estimated. That's a solid rate.

    


The hope on Wall Street is for a form of financial nirvana where the U.S. economy's growth can hold steady and keep profits for companies humming while the Federal Reserve continues to lower interest rates. 
The Fed last week made a drastic turn  in how it sets interest rates. It's now cutting them to make things easier for the U.S. economy  after keeping rates high for years in hopes of extinguishing high inflation. Lower rates not only make it less expensive to borrow money to buy a house, a car or things on credit cards, they can also give a boost to prices for all kinds of investments.
The fear is that the job market could weaken further as the cumulative effects of all the Fed's past hikes to interest rates show themselves. The Fed kept its main interest rate at a two-decade high for more than a year in hopes of slowing the U.S. economy enough to stifle inflation. U.S. employers have already begun to slow their hiring. 

    


When they cut their main interest rate by an unusually large half of a percentage point last week, Fed officials also suggested they may cut the federal funds rate by another half of a percentage point this year. 
Many traders are betting on that big of a cut at the Fed's next meeting alone in November, with another possible cut in December. If economic reports continue to come in stronger than expected, the Fed may not end up cutting as much as investors expect. 
In the bond market, the yield on the 10-year Treasury was holding steady at 3.79%, where it was late Wednesday. The two-year yield, which more closely follows expectations for what the Federal Reserve will do with short-term interest rates, rose to 3.60% from 3.56%.

In stock markets abroad, jumps of 4.2% in Hong Kong and 3.6% in Shanghai led the way. Indexes also climbed 2.8% in Japan, 1.9% in France and 1.4% in Germany.
South Korean stocks jumped 2.9%, led by semiconductor maker SK Hynix, which launched production of a new memory chip for artificial intelligence.
___
AP Business Writers Matt Ott and Elaine Kurtenbach contributed. 
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            Farmers will be offered 600,000 Korean Won ($451) in compensation for every dog. The South Korean Vice Minister for Agriculture also said the government had no plans to euthanize dogs taken from farmers. (AP video shot by Yong Jun Chang)
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            FILE - Dogs are seen in cages at a dog farm in Pyeongtaek, South Korea on June 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon, File)
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            FILE - Dog farmers shout slogans during a rally against the government-led dog meat banning bill in front of the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea on Nov. 30, 2023. The letters read "Guarantee the right to life and freedom of choice of occupation." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon, File)
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            FILE - Dogs are seen in cages at a dog farm in Pyeongtaek, South Korea on June 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon, File)
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            FILE - Dog farmers shout slogans during a rally against the government-led dog meat banning bill in front of the presidential office in Seoul, South Korea on Nov. 30, 2023. The letters read "Guarantee the right to life and freedom of choice of occupation." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon, File)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korea announced plans Thursday to compensate famers and others in the country's dwindling dog meat industry before a formal ban goes into effect in 2027, a move that is drawing opposition from both farmers and some animal rights activists. 
South Korea's parliament passed a landmark bill in January that will ban slaughtering, breeding or selling dog meat for human consumption after a three-year grace period. It will be punishable by 2-3 years in prison. 
The Agriculture Ministry said that farmers would receive compensation starting from 225,000 won ($170), and rising up to 600,000 won ($450) per dog if they agree to shut down their businesses early.
An association of farmers rejected the offer, saying in a statement that they cannot relinquish their dogs for such low prices. Farmers earlier called for 2 million won ($1,505) per dog. They've said the ban infringes on their right to choose their own jobs and will aggravate their economic difficulties.

    


The association said that farmers will keep fighting even if they end up being jailed. Earlier this week, they called for the law to be amended to extend the grace period and add appropriate compensation plans.




Sangkyung Lee, a campaign manager at the Korean office of the anti-animal cruelty group Humane Society International, called the South Korean announcement "an important milestone in this historic ban that will see the ban through to completion and end our country's dog meat era for good." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But Lee said his office is "disappointed" at the South Korean plan because it would pay farmers based on the number of dogs they have, "potentially increasing dog breeding to get more money from the scheme and more puppies being born into suffering." 
The Korean Animal Welfare Association, a Seoul-based animal rights group, said that local governments must strictly monitor farms to prevent them from increasing their number of dogs through breeding. It praised the government for trying to take "reasonable" steps to phase out the industry but criticized farmers for seeking excessive compensation. 

    


Dog meat consumption is a centuries-old practice on the Korean Peninsula. It's also eaten in China, Vietnam, Indonesia and some African countries. But South Korea's dog meat industry has drawn more attention because of the country's reputation as a cultural and economic powerhouse. It's also the only nation with industrial-scale dog farms. 
South Korea's anti-dog meat campaign received a big boost from the country's first lady, Kim Keon Hee, who repeatedly expressed her support for a prohibition. She was subjected to withering criticism and crude insults during demonstrations by farmers.
Surveys have found that that around one in three South Koreans opposes the ban, though most people now don't eat dog meat.
Vice Agriculture Minster Park Beomsu told reporters that government studies found that about 466,000 dogs are currently being raised for food across South Korea. He said officials will try to convince farmers to voluntarily phase out dog breeding ahead of the ban. 

    


After the ban comes into force, Park said, the government plans to facilitate adoptions for the remaining dogs or move them to care facilities rather than euthanize them. 

The agriculture ministry said butchers will also be compensated, while local authorities will be responsible for dismantling dog farms and slaughterhouses. Former farmers and butchers will also get low-interests loans if they pivot to other agricultural businesses. 
The ministry said authorities will also offer financial assistance to traders and restaurant owners to shut down their businesses and find new jobs. 
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            FILE - Female panda Jin Bao Bao, named Lumi in Finnish, plays in the snow on the opening day of the Snowpanda Resort in Ahtari Zoo, in Ahtari, Finland, Saturday Feb. 17, 2018. (Roni Rekomaa/Lehtikuva via AP), File)
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            FILE - Male panda Hua Bao, named Pyry in Finnish, rolls in snow during the official opening of the Ahtari Zoo Snowpanda Resort in Ahtari, Finland, Saturday, March 3, 2018. (Tommi Anttonen/Lehtikuva via AP, File)
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                                        HELSINKI (AP) -- A zoo in Finland has agreed with Chinese authorities to return two loaned giant pandas to China more than eight years ahead of schedule because they have become too expensive for the facility to maintain amid declining visitors.
The private Ahtari Zoo in central Finland some 330 kilometers (205 miles) north of Helsinki said Wednesday on its Facebook page that the female panda Lumi, Finnish for "snow," and the male panda Pyry, meaning "snowfall," will return "prematurely" to China later this year.
The panda pair was China's gift to mark the Nordic nation's 100 years of independence in 2017, and they were supposed to be on loan until 2033. 
But since then the zoo has experienced a number of challenges, including a decline in visitors due to the 2020 coronavirus pandemic and the conflict between Russia and Ukraine, as well as an increase in inflation and interest rates, the facility said in a statement.

    


The panda deal between Helsinki and Beijing, a 15-year loan agreement, had been finalized in April 2017 when Chinese President Xi Jinping visited Finland for talks with Finland's then-President Sauli Niinisto. The pandas arrived in Finland in January 2018.




The Ahtari Zoo, which specializes in typical northern European animals such as bears, lynxes and wolverines, built a special panda annex at a cost of some 8 million euros ($9 million) in hopes of luring more tourists to the remote nature reserve.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The upkeep of Lumi and Pyry, including a preservation fee to China, cost the zoo some 1.5 million euros annually. The bamboo that giant pandas eat was flown in from the Netherlands.
The Chinese Embassy in Helsinki noted to Finnish media that Beijing had tried to help Ahtari to solve its financial difficulties by, among things, urging Chinese companies operating in Finland to make donations to the zoo and supporting its debt arrangements.

    


However, declining visitor numbers combined with drastic changes in the economic environment proved too high a burden for the smallish Finnish zoo. The panda pair will enter into a monthlong quarantine in late October before being shipped to China.

Finland, a country of 5.6 million, was among the first Western nations to establish political ties with China, doing so in 1950. China has presented giant pandas to countries as a sign of goodwill and closer political ties, and Finland was the first Nordic nation to receive them.
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                    FILE - The United States Steel Mon Valley Works Clairton Plant in Clairton, Pa., is shown on Feb. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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                                        An arbitration board has ruled that U.S. Steel may proceed with its proposed acquisition by Nippon Steel, a deal that faces strong opposition from its workforce.
The board, which was jointly chosen by U.S. Steel and the United Steelworkers to decide disputes between them, said Wednesday that U. S. Steel has satisfied each of the conditions of the successorship clause of its basic labor agreement with the union. It determined that no further action under the agreement was necessary in order to proceed with the closing of the proposed transaction with Nippon Steel.
USW had filed a series of grievances in January alleging that the successorship clause had not been satisfied. The union has previously stated that it doesn't believe Nippon fully understands its commitment to steelworkers, retirees and its communities. USW has expressed concern about the enforcement of its labor agreements, having transparency into Nippon's finances, as well as national defense, infrastructure and supply-chain issues. 

    


The arbitration board heard evidence and arguments from U.S. Steel and USW last month.
The board said Wednesday that it recognized the repeated written commitments Nippon made to fulfill the requirements of the successorship clause and that no further actions were required by the company. The written commitments include Nippon's pledge to invest at least $1.4 billion in USW-represented facilities, not to conduct layoffs or plant closings during the term of the basic labor agreement, and to protect the best interests of U.S. Steel in trade matters.




"With the arbitration process now behind us, we look forward to moving ahead with our pending transaction with Nippon Steel," U.S. Steel President and CEO David Burritt said in a statement. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

USW said in a statement on Wednesday that it disagreed with the arbitration board's result. 
"Nippon's commitment to our facilities and jobs remains as uncertain as ever, and executives in Tokyo can still change U.S. Steel's business plans and wipe them away at any moment," the union said. "We're clearly disappointed with the decision, but it does nothing to change our opposition to the deal or our resolve to fight for our jobs and communities that hang in the balance in this transaction."

    


President Joe Biden has previously voiced his opposition to Nippon Steel buying U.S. Steel, but the federal government appears to be in no hurry to block the deal.
Earlier this month White House officials did not deny that the president would formally block the acquisition. But the necessary report from the government's Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States has yet to be submitted to the White House. 
The proposed takeover carries some heavy political weight in Pennsylvania, a state that both Vice President Kamala Harris and Donald Trump view as a must-win in November's presidential election. U.S. Steel is headquartered in Pittsburgh.

Biden, Harris and Trump have all come out against the deal. Harris spoke at the Economic Club of Pittsburgh on Wednesday where she pledged to build an economy that is both pro-business and helps the middle class.
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            Students in school buildings and residents in neighboring homes were told to evacuate after a dangerous chemical began leaking from a railcar Tuesday near Cincinnati.
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            Firefighters work on the scene of a chemical leak in railcars near Cleves, Ohio, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (Local 12/WKRC via AP)
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            Firefighters work on the scene of a chemical leak in railcars near Cleves, Ohio, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (Local 12/WKRC via AP)
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            Firefighters work on the scene of a chemical leak in railcars near Cleves, Ohio, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (Local 12/WKRC via AP)
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            Firefighters work on the scene of a chemical leak in railcars near Cleves, Ohio, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (Local 12/WKRC via AP)
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            Firefighters work on the scene of a chemical leak in railcars near Cleves, Ohio, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (Local 12/WKRC via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 11 | 
            Firefighters work on the scene of a chemical leak in railcars near Cleves, Ohio, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (Local 12/WKRC via AP)
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            A chemical leaks from a pressure release valve on a railcar in Cleves, Ohio, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (Aaron Vetter via AP)
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            A chemical leaks from a pressure release valve on a railcar in Cleves, Ohio, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (Aaron Vetter via AP)
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            A chemical leaks from a pressure release valve on a railcar in Cleves, Ohio, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (Aaron Vetter via AP)
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                                    Students in school buildings and residents in neighboring homes were told to evacuate after a dangerous chemical began leaking from a railcar Tuesday near Cincinnati.
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 11

                                    
                                    Firefighters work on the scene of a chemical leak in railcars near Cleves, Ohio, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (Local 12/WKRC via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 11 | 
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            Firefighters work on the scene of a chemical leak in railcars near Cleves, Ohio, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (Local 12/WKRC via AP)
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                                        WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP, Ohio (AP) -- An evacuation order remained in effect Wednesday for residents in an Ohio community as crews continued to work at the scene of a dangerous chemical leak.
Styrene, a toxic and flammable chemical that is used to make plastic and rubber, began leaking Tuesday afternoon from a railcar in Whitewater Township, a community of about 6,000 people just west of Cincinnati. The Hamilton County Emergency Management Agency advised anyone within a half-mile (about 800 meters) of the area near U.S. Route 50 and the Great Miami River to leave immediately.
Tom Ciuba, a spokesperson for Central Railroad of Indiana, which operates the tracks, said Wednesday that the railcar was no longer venting, He said crews worked overnight to put water on the car, but it hadn't been removed from the tracks and wouldn't be until officials determine it is safe to do so. He said air and water quality continue to be monitored, and that several roads near the area will remain closed indefinitely.

    


The White House said President Biden has been briefed on the leak and was in touch with state and local officials. The Federal Railroad Administration and Environmental Protection Agency officials are at the scene assisting with hazmat operations and air quality testing.




 The President has directed his team to provide any resources that may be needed. We urge residents to heed the warnings of emergency personnel, especially those instructed to evacuate.'

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It isn't clear when the evacuation order might be lifted. The area has a mix of businesses, homes and large swaths of undeveloped land. 
Several are schools were closed after the leak and remained shuttered Wednesday. No injuries have been reported.
Authorities have said a pressure release valve on the railcar was leaking the styrene, which can cause headaches, nausea and respiratory issues in the short term and more serious health problems including organ damage in the long term. 

Last year a train derailment in East Palestine, on the other side of Ohio, caused hazardous chemicals to leak and burn for days. The February 2023 derailment near the Ohio-Pennsylvania border led to new safety rules and increased scrutiny of the rail industry.
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                    FILE - Then-Secretary of State Michael Gove arrives at the Conservative Party annual conference at Manchester Central convention complex in Manchester, England, Wednesday, Oct. 4, 2023. (AP Photo/Jon Super, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Michael Gove, who was a longtime U.K. Cabinet minister under successive Conservative Party governments, has been appointed the editor of The Spectator, one of the world's oldest political magazines.
Wednesday's announcement came little more than two weeks after hedge fund manager Paul Marshall bought the magazine via his company Old Queen Street Ventures. The Spectator has a long-standing reputation of supporting the Conservative Party and providing intellectual ballast to its discussions both in and out of power. 
Marshall, who was worth 875 million pounds ($1.2 billion) in the most recent Sunday Times Rich List of people resident in the U.K., is already the co-owner of GB News, which launched three years ago as a right-leaning, Fox News-style British alternative to mainstream news channels. 
"Alongside his political and journalistic nous, Michael brings a love of books, philosophy, art, opera -- and a mischievous sense of humor," said Freddie Sayers, chief executive of new owner OQS. "He is perfectly suited to this role, and I can't wait to work together to bring The Spectator to new audiences." 

    


Gove, who served in the successive governments of Prime Ministers David Cameron, Theresa May, Boris Johnson and Rishi Sunak, will take up his new role at the start of October. Gove served in a variety of Cabinet positions from 2010 until July, when the Conservative Party suffered its worst election defeat for nearly two centuries. The Tories lost power after 14 years, with the Labour Party taking the reins.




Before he became a lawmaker after the 2005 general election, Gove had been a prominent journalist at The Times and was considered a close confidante of its owner Rupert Murdoch.

The Spectator is one of the world's oldest politics and current affairs magazines, established in 1828 in London's Old Queen Street, which has given its name to Marshall's OQS venture.
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            Former NFL quarterback Brett Favre appears before the House Committee on Ways and Means on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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        Parkinson's diagnosis came after Favre began struggling with his right arm, he tells TMZ Sports
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                                        Brett Favre was diagnosed with Parkinson's disease in January after he began having trouble using his right arm and was unable to hold a screwdriver steady, the Pro Football Hall of Fame quarterback said in an interview with TMZ Sports.
Favre disclosed he has the disease Tuesday as part of his testimony to a congressional committee about a welfare misspending scandal in Mississippi.
Favre revealed the diagnosis to TMZ Sports in late August but requested it not be reported, the outlet noted in the story it posted Tuesday. He gave permission for his diagnosis to be reported after the congressional hearing.
Favre said he suspected something was wrong when his right arm would get "stuck." He said he didn't notice a decrease in strength but was unable to hold a screwdriver with one hand. He said he notified his physician about the problem when he struggled to put on a jacket.

    


"I felt my arm, the strength was there, but I could not guide it," he told TMZ Sports. "And it was the most frustrating thing."
Favre said five Parkinson's specialists told him they believed head trauma played a role in his developing the disease.




"Well, hell, I wrote the book on head trauma," said Favre, who once estimated he had "thousands" of concussions.
Favre said one of his doctors told him people typically show more effects of the disease by the time they are diagnosed.
New York Jets quarterback Aaron Rodgers, who was Favre's teammate for three seasons in Green Bay, said Wednesday it is "unfortunately" part of the game.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"You know, the older you get, and some of you know this, like the mortality gets kind of thrown in our face a little bit more," Rodgers said. "It's actually unfortunately more normal to hear about a death or a cancer diagnosis or a diagnosis like this. And it doesn't desensitize it for me. I mean, I feel bad for him and (his wife) Deanna, but it's unfortunately part of our game. That's part of the risk of playing."

    


Favre, who does not face criminal charges in the welfare case, has repaid just over $1 million in speaking fees funded by a welfare program in the state. He also said he had been an investor in a biotech company with ties to the case. The biotech firm has said it was developing concussion treatments.
Favre was known for his durability during his Hall of Fame career. He had an NFL-record streak of 297 consecutive starts, a figure that goes up to 321 if playoff games are included.

He won three straight MVP awards with the Green Bay Packers from 1995-97. Favre led the 1996 Packers to their first Super Bowl title in nearly three decades and brought them back to the Super Bowl the following year.
Favre was with Green Bay from 1992-2007 and also played for the Atlanta Falcons (1991), New York Jets (2008) and Minnesota Vikings (2009-10).
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/brett-favre-parkinsons-2d71197783b8bf949d772c32f7726d2f
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