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      Breaking News

      
        Hong Kong jails former editor for sedition
        HONG KONG - A Hong Kong court on Thursday night sentenced a former editor to jail for 21 months and released another after they had earlier been found guilty of conspiring to publish seditious articles in a ruling that has prompted an international outcry.

      

      
        Thai rice export prices hit 14-month low
        Thai rice export prices fell to a 14-month low this week pressured by quiet demand and competition from cheaper rivals, while Indian prices edged higher on a stronger rupee, despite sluggish demand from Asian and African buyers.

      

      
        Suvarnabhumi reports bomb hoax on inbound flight
        Officials at Suvarnabhumi Airport said they received a bomb threat concerning an incoming Thai VietJet Air flight travelling from Danang on Thursday, but no explosives were found and all passengers and crew were safe.

      

      
        Baht exchange rate in focus at talks next week
        Keeping the baht exchange rate at an appropriate level will be among the key issues on the agenda when senior officials of the Ministry of Finance and the Bank of Thailand meet next week, says Deputy Finance Minister Paopoom Rojanasakul.

      

      
        Opposition won't pursue ethics amendments for now
        The People's Party has agreed to put on hold its push to amend articles in the constitution that deal with ethical standards for political officeholders, following a U-turn by the Pheu Thai Party on the matter.

      

      
        Tourists shun soaked Chiang Mai
        A month of flooding in the North has led to a dire low season in Chiang Mai this year, as tourists cancel plans and avoid the whole region, according to the Tourism Council of Chiang Mai.

      

      
        B400 daily wage plan 'cannot be derailed'
        Labour Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn has insisted the 400-baht daily minimum wage must take effect on Oct 1 as planned despite the failure of the national wage committee to endorse it yet.

      

      
        1.3 tonnes of UK-bound cannabis seized
        Customs officials have seized more than 1.3 tonnes of dry cannabis buds bound for the United Kingdom at Laem Chabang Port.

      

      
        Rights body seeks Land Bridge changes
        The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) is petitioning Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra to consider revising the government's southern Land Bridge megaproject, saying it is not worth investing in and could pose a serious threat to the environment and local way of life.

      

      
        Narathiwat bomb blast injures 8 soldiers
        NARATHIWAT - Eight soldiers were injured in a roadside explosion believed to be the work of insurgents in Rangae district of this southern border province on Thursday.
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                  Hong Kong jails former editor for sedition                

                Colleague released on health grounds after convictions in landmark media-freedom case
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                                HONG KONG - A Hong Kong court on Thursday night sentenced a former editor to jail for 21 months and released another after they had earlier been found guilty of conspiring to publish seditious articles in a ruling that has prompted an international outcry.
In a landmark case about media freedom, Chung Pui-kuen and Patrick Lam of the now-defunct Stand News media outlet were convicted last month -- the first time journalists have been found guilty of sedition since the handover of Hong Kong from Britain to China in 1997.

Chung was sentenced to 21 months while Lam was given a sentence that allowed him to be released immediately on health grounds.

District Court Judge Kwok Wai-kin noted evidence from Lam's lawyer on Thursday that he had serious autoimmune and advanced kidney disease, and prison could further endanger him.

Chung smiled as the judge said his colleague Lam would be released, and Lam's wife wept.

Chung would have to serve around 10 months in jail given earlier remand custody.

Stand News, once Hong Kong's leading online media outlet, was known for its hard-hitting reports about the city's 2019 pro-democracy protests and later the national security crackdown.

Under the colonial-era sedition law, the maximum sentencing is two years' imprisonment and a fine of HK$5,000 (20,800 baht).

Western diplomats witnessed the sentencing, including representatives from the United States, the European Union, France, Britain, Canada and Ireland.

Liz Throssell, a spokesperson for the UN Human Rights Office, said earlier that the office was calling on Hong Kong authorities to review the court's decision in line with obligations under international human rights law.

Twenty-three member states of the Media Freedom Coalition, including the US, UK and Canada, have similarly signed a statement, urging "Hong Kong and China authorities to abide by their international human rights commitments and legal obligations, and to respect freedom of the press and freedom of speech in Hong Kong".

A spokesperson for Hong Kong's government said in a statement that the government "strongly disapproved of and rejected the fact-twisting remarks and baseless smears" by the coalition.

Hong Kong and Chinese officials have said the security clampdown was needed to maintain stability after the pro-democracy protests.

Judge Kwok wrote in a verdict in August that "the political ideology of Stand News was localism" and "the line it took was to support and promote Hong Kong local autonomy".

Hong Kong's mostly youthful localist movement emerged in the 2010s amid political tensions with Beijing, emphasising local identity and culture, as well as greater autonomy. Some supporters called for Hong Kong independence.

"I believe that during the offence period, the defendants did not carry out real media work, but participated in the so-called struggle at that time," the judge said on Thursday.

In August, Chung wrote in a mitigation letter to the court that some Hong Kongers "care about the freedom and dignity of everyone in the community and are willing to pay the price of losing their own freedom".

Lam wrote that "the only way for journalists to defend press freedom is to report."

Stand News was raided by police in December 2021 and its assets were frozen, leading to its closure.
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                  Thai rice export prices hit 14-month low                

                Traders pressured by weak demand and competition from cheaper rivals
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                                Thai rice export prices fell to a 14-month low this week pressured by quiet demand and competition from cheaper rivals, while Indian prices edged higher on a stronger rupee, despite sluggish demand from Asian and African buyers.
Benchmark 5% broken rice from Thailand was quoted at $560 per tonne, the lowest level since July 20, 2023 and down from $565 last week.

There was demand coming from Indonesia, but competitors were buying rice from other exporters at lower prices, said a Bangkok-based trader, adding that depreciation in the Thai baht would help soften prices.

Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan said the impact of the baht's rally on exports would be felt in the next three months, especially in agricultural goods.

Another trader said the market was waiting to see changes in Indian rice policy in the coming months and that supply was in the harvesting stages.

5% broken parboiled rice from India, the world's top exporter, was quoted at $536 per tonne this week, up from the $534, the lowest since mid-January, the week before.

"The strong rupee is driving up prices, but demand is still sluggish. Buyers are holding off on purchases, hoping India will cut export duties," said a Mumbai-based trader.

Vietnamese 5% broken rice was offered at $565 per tonne on Thursday, according to the Vietnam Food Association. Traders said prices were around $580 last week.

"Prices fell on competition from other suppliers such as Thailand, Cambodia and Myanmar," a trader based in Ho Chi Minh City said.

Traders said a Vietnamese exporter secured contracts to export 59,000 tonnes of rice, part of an Indonesian government tender to buy 450,000 tonnes of rice, after the exporter accepted a lower price.

Vietnamese rice exports in the year to mid-September rose 6.2% from a year earlier to 6.5 million tonnes, according to customs data.
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                  Suvarnabhumi reports bomb hoax on inbound flight                

                Passenger who used 'prohibited words' on plane detained upon landing
              

                                Officials at Suvarnabhumi Airport said they received a bomb threat concerning an incoming Thai VietJet Air flight travelling from Danang on Thursday, but no explosives were found and all passengers and crew were safe.
"The incident did not affect the airport's overall operations," Kittipong Kittikachorn, the airport's general manager said in a statement on Thursday evening.

Emergency measures had since been lifted and the passenger suspected of making the threat had been handed over to police for further investigation. 

Officials said the initial notification they received at 2.45pm was that there was a bomb threat on flight VZ 961 from Danang in Vietnam to Suvarnabhumi. The plane was carrying 120 passengers, six crew members and 61 checked bags.

When the plane landed, the passenger reported to have made the threat, a Polish woman, was taken to the Suvarnabhumi police station.

Authorities determined that the woman was not preparing to commit sabotage or plant a bomb, but had only used "prohibited words" while on the aircraft without malicious intent.

Airline passengers all over the world are cautioned that even uttering the word "bomb" while in an airport or onboard a plane can have serious consequences.

The airline said it did not intend to prosecute. Officials were preparing to sent the woman back to Poland on Thursday night.
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                  Baht exchange rate in focus at talks next week                

                Deputy finance minister says central bank needs to be in step with global trends
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                                Keeping the baht exchange rate at an appropriate level will be among the key issues on the agenda when senior officials of the Ministry of Finance and the Bank of Thailand meet next week, says Deputy Finance Minister Paopoom Rojanasakul.
"The local currency is more volatile against the greenback than the currencies of our regional peers, particularly our trading competitors," Mr Paopoom said on Thursday.

The discussions will also cover the economic outlook and the framework for managing inflation, he said.

"We need to sit down and discuss these issues because we cannot allow the currency to continue appreciating, as it is affecting the country's exports and tourism," said Mr Paopoom.

He said the baht had risen quickly and become volatile, strengthening from 36 baht per dollar to 33 and beyond, marking a 10% increase, which is concerning.

Commenting on how much more the baht might appreciate if left unchecked, Mr Paopoom said it largely depends on global financial trends.

Interest rates are being cut in various regions of the world, which has contributed to the baht's appreciation, he said. If no action is taken locally, it could send a negative signal, said Mr Paopoom.

"Thailand's monetary policy needs to align with global financial trends, as we are not isolated from the [rest of the] world," he said.

"If our monetary policy is misaligned with other nations' policies, we will not be able to address the baht's volatility. We are an open economy, not a closed one. Issues such as economic geography and monetary policy are crucial."
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                  Opposition won't pursue ethics amendments for now                

                People's Party says it wants to focus on higher-priority changes to the constitution
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                                The People's Party has agreed to put on hold its push to amend articles in the constitution that deal with ethical standards for political officeholders, following a U-turn by the Pheu Thai Party on the matter.
The main opposition party is ready to forgo discussions on the topic for the time being, because it doesn't want the issue to be used as an excuse by other parties to withdraw their support for other proposals it is pushing, according to party spokesman Parit Wacharasindhu. 

He noted the party is pushing for six other changes to the constitution, which include a bill aimed at preventing a new military coup, a bill seeking to reform the armed forces, and another bill to prevent collusion between the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) and the government.

"The amendments might not be approved before the next general election, but all political parties should treat these partial changes as important and join forces to achieve them," he said.

Mr Parit also dismissed criticism that the push by the coalition-leading Pheu Thai Party and his party to amend articles relating to ethics was self-serving. Critics have said such a change could let many members of both parties off the hook.

The real intention behind the move, he said, was to ensure that the Constitutional Court and other independent organisations would not be able to exploit ethics as a tool to treat a political party unfairly.

In recent weeks, petitioners have filed numerous "ethics" complaints against Pheu Thai figures including the prime minister, as they seek to find any way they can to bring down the party.

Many members of the People's Party, meanwhile, remain at risk of lifetime bans from politics, as anti-graft investigators are reviewing ethics complaints against 44 members of the Move Forward Party, the predecessor of the main opposition party. Petitioners have cited the members' support for amendments to the lese-majeste law, the policy the charter court cited when it dissolved Move Forward.

The People's Party still believes it is crucial to stop the courts and other organisations from monopolising the authority to hold officeholders accountable for their ethical standards, Mr Parit said.

Pheu Thai, meanwhile, is expected to give up on its plan to amend the organic law on political parties and another bill proposing to amend the organic law on the NACC later this week, according to a Government House source.

The move followed an assessment by key party figures, which pointed to the likelihood of the bills encountering strong resistance from coalition partners, said the source.

Pheu Thai has instead turned to its initial plan to rewrite the 2017 constitution, except for chapters 1 and 2 dealing with the monarchy, in order to secure the changes it wants, said the source.

The party is waiting for the bill on a charter referendum, now under review in the Senate, to be passed into law before it pushes to organise the first referendum on the proposed charter amendment plan, said the source.
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                  Tourists shun soaked Chiang Mai                

                Month of floods results in a dire low season for travel industry across the North
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                                A month of flooding in the North has led to a dire low season in Chiang Mai this year, as tourists cancel plans and avoid the whole region, according to the Tourism Council of Chiang Mai.
This week, the Ping River reached levels not seen since 2011, overflowing into Muang Chiang Mai, including the heart of the municipality's business and tourism areas.

Other affected areas include the outer district of Mae Rim, which is known for natural parks and adventure tourism activities, where attractions were temporarily closed, said Punlop Saejew, acting president of the Tourism Council of Chiang Mai.

The road connecting Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai was also disrupted, while some hotels reported booking cancellations as tourists delayed their trips.

Mr Punlop said that if there are no new storms forecast, the situation should gradually ease.

However, with a series of floods persisting in northern Thailand since the beginning of September, particularly in Chiang Rai, he said it has dented tourism sentiment for Chiang Mai this month.

"Chiang Mai and neighbouring provinces are often sold as a cluster, meaning tourists usually visit a few provinces during a trip. The flooding results in lower tourism confidence," said Mr Punlop.

He estimated average occupancy rates in September at only 50%, attributed to the flooding and economic uncertainty, which hampers tourism and spending.

Chiang Mai tourism growth for the year remains flat compared with 2023, said Mr Punlop.

With the province reliant on domestic travel, a majority of Thais remain hesitant to travel due to high domestic airfares and limited budgets, mainly attributed to economic concerns.

Chiang Mai already lost months of tourism revenue during the smog season in early 2024.

As Chiang Mai has new direct flights from China and Malaysia, Mr Punlop said this could create opportunities for a quick recovery during high season, starting from the Golden Week, a national Chinese holiday next month.

He said the revival of the We Travel Together scheme would help drive the domestic market, but the programme should be divided into phases for each region, as the good times for travelling are different in the South, the North and the East.

Wutthiphum Jurangkool, chief executive of Nok Air, said the average load factor of Chiang Rai, affected by severe floods earlier this month, plunged to 50% in September as tourists avoided travel to the province.

He said that even though the airline has maintained its daily flight to the province, most guests are only passengers who need to go there, such as residents who have to return to their hometowns, or volunteers.
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                  B400 daily wage plan 'cannot be derailed'                

                But labour minister can't commit to when national wage committee will approve new rate
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                                Labour Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn has insisted the 400-baht daily minimum wage must take effect on Oct 1 as planned despite the failure of the national wage committee to endorse it yet.
Sia Champhathong, an MP with the opposition People's Party, asked the minister on Thursday in the House whether the adjournments of two recent meetings of the committee were the government's way to avoid addressing the issue,

Mr Phiphat said the matter was out of his control as labour minister. The tripartite committee consists of 15 members from employers, employee groups and the government and is independent.  

"I can neither join the meeting nor sanction its progress," Mr Phiphat said.

He said that if the Sept 20 meeting had gone ahead, all five representatives from the employers' group would probably have voted against the pay rise.

Employers generally have been opposed to the idea of a 400-baht minimum wage, and even more to the proposal to make the rate the same nationwide.

The current minimum wage is between 330 and 370 baht depending on the province.

The minister said several agencies are trying to persuade the Bangkok of Thailand to reduce interest rates to help employers manage their costs, which would enable them to pay workers more.

The new daily rate is set to apply to companies or factories with at least 200 workers. Mr Phiphat said studies had shown that the change would result in employers paying about 73 baht more per employee on a daily basis.

The impact would be huge, he said.

Regarding Mr Sia's concerns about small and medium enterprises being left out of the policy, Mr Phiphat said his ministry would work on increasing minimum wages among smaller employers later, based on reports by provincial wage committees. 

Mr Phiphat also insisted that the government was still committed to a plan to raise the wage to 600 baht by 2027, as it promised during the election campaign in 2023.

It is important to first achieve the 400-baht minimum by October before announcing other plans and timelines, he said.

"However, the wage increase should be in line with the country's current economic status rather than prioritising a fixed timeline," he said, adding it is possible the raise may not reach the promised 600-baht goal.

"The ministry is instead focusing on finding solutions for sustainable progress in terms of raising wages and ensuring financial stability for workers," he said.


	Editorial: Wage hike stuck in limbo
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                  1.3 tonnes of UK-bound cannabis seized                

                Shipments found at Laem Chabang would have fetched B100 million in UK
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Customs officials announce the seizure of dry cannabis buds bound for the United Kingdom at Laem Chabang Port during a media conference on Thursday. (Photo: FM91 Trafficpro)]
                                              
                          Customs officials announce the seizure of dry cannabis buds bound for the United Kingdom at Laem Chabang Port during a media conference on Thursday. (Photo: FM91 Trafficpro)                        

                                          

                  

                                Customs officials have seized more than 1.3 tonnes of dry cannabis buds bound for the United Kingdom at Laem Chabang Port.
Acting on information from international agencies, officers at the port inspected two suspicious shipments on Sept 11 and 16, said Direk Khacharak, director of the Laem Chabang Port Customs Office.

According to their export documents, the goods were to be shipped to the United Kingdom. The first shipment was declared as three pallets of rubber tiles for fitness centres, and the second was said to hold four pallets of cloth gloves.

However, customs officers discovered that the first shipments consisted of 153.3 kilogrammes of cannabis buds worth 5 million baht, while the second shipment held 1.3 tonnes of buds worth 20 million baht.

It was estimated that these cannabis products would be worth the equivalent of 100 million baht in the UK, Mr Direk said.

Those responsible for the shipments would face charges of providing false information about exported goods to circumvent limitations, which is a crime under Sections 202, 244 and 252 of the Customs Act BE 2560 (2017).

Cannabis is officially a controlled herb under Thai law. Those who wish to export or sell cannabis products are required to obtain a licence under Section 46 of the Protection and Promotion of Thai Traditional Medicine Knowledge Act BE 2542.
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                  Rights body seeks Land Bridge changes                

                PM urged to review all relevant studies and determine whether megaproject is really worth it
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                                The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) is petitioning Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra to consider revising the government's southern Land Bridge megaproject, saying it is not worth investing in and could pose a serious threat to the environment and local way of life.
To back its call, the council has cited supportive findings from a number of studies previously conducted by different state agencies.

It is calling on the PM to instruct the Office of Transport and Traffic Policy and Planning (OTTPP), and all other government organisations concerned, to offer clearer information about the Land Bridge and related projects, said council member Sayamol Kaiyoorawongs.

The NHRC also hopes that a sufficient number of new public hearings will be organised in Chumphon, Ranong and some neighbouring provinces, to gather opinions from all groups that might be affected by the project, she said on Thursday.

These include local fishermen, farmers, those who will face expropriation of their land, community tourism enterprises, ethnic minorities and displaced people in the aforementioned areas, Ms Sayamol said.

The Land Bridge, estimated by the Pheu Thai-led government to require an investment of one trillion baht, would consist of two major ports, one in Chumphon on the Gulf of Thailand and the other in Ranong on the Andaman Sea. They will be connected by a new highway and a railway, with other infrastructure such as industrial parks expected to follow.

Former prime minister Srettha Thavisin was an major cheerleader for the project, sounding out interest from major international businesses during his frequent travels during his brief term.

The NHRC wants the premier to assign state organisations with expertise in assessing the project's possible impact on the environment, natural resources, fishing, agricultural practices, tourism and the traditional way of life in the affected areas to carry out a new study. The findings should then be used as input for further discussions on the project, she said.

"Following a number of complaints received from locals who will possibly be impacted by the land bridge project, the NHRC has researched more information about the project and become convinced by this that it would do more harm than good to various sides if the government presses ahead with implementing it this way," she said.

The environmental impact assessment (EIA) conducted by the OTTPP, for instance, was not really complete, as affected parties did not have a clear enough overall picture of how the project would affected them once it started, she said.

The lack of clarity stemmed from segmented information received from different state organisations at different times, Ms Sayamol said.

A review by the OTTPP also found that the EIA had not analysed the economic worthiness of the project when compared to the potentially negative impact, she noted.

In another study conducted in 2016, Ranong was found to be most suitable for designation as an area of natural resources preservation, while the proposed land bridge project was found to be not worth investing in, she said.

The OTTPP therefore recommended to the previous government that the project be suspended.
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                  Narathiwat bomb blast injures 8 soldiers                

                Authorities also on alert in Pattani after security cameras stolen
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                                NARATHIWAT - Eight soldiers were injured in a roadside explosion believed to be the work of insurgents in Rangae district of this southern border province on Thursday.
The improvised bomb was tied to a power pole on the side of a local road in Ban Hulu Pare in tambon Tanyongmat. It was detonated by the attackers as a military pickup truck carrying the soldiers was driving past.

The force of the blast toppled the power pole, and the windshield and windows of the pickup truck were shattered.

The soldiers sustained injuries and were rushed to Rangae Hospital.  

According to the security authorities, the soldiers from the 4805 Ranger Task Force were out gathering wood for building a makeshift camp when the attack occurred.

Authorities believe insurgents active in the area perpetrated the attack.

In Pattani, meanwhile, security forces were on alert following the theft of surveillance cameras at thre locations in tambon Paku in Thung Yang Daeng district.

The cameras were removed from a football field and from the Ban Paku and Ban Sai Khao intersections. The thefts were believed to have occurred between 3pm on Sept 23 and 6pm on Sept 24.

A local security source said the cameras might have been taken by an element planning to launch an attack on security forces in the province, prompting authorities to devise preventive measures.
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        B400 daily wage plan 'cannot be derailed'
        Labour Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn has insisted the 400-baht daily minimum wage must take effect on Oct 1 as planned despite the failure of the national wage committee to endorse it yet.

      

      
        Last Pattaya 'barrel murder' suspect caught
        The third and last suspect in the Pattaya "barrel murder" case has been arrested in Vietnam and extradited to South Korea after four months on the run.

      

      
        Paetongtarn revives Baan Phitsanulok
        Baan Phitsanulok is back in the political limelight after more than three decades in which its role had become vastly diminished.

      

      
        Ping River slightly recedes but Chiang Mai still in crisis
        The Ping River is slightly subsiding, but the situation in Chiang Mai city remains critical as floodwaters have caused damage to economic areas.

      

      
        These are the 8 best hotels in Thailand, according to Michelin
        In its inaugural hotel list for Thailand, Michelin has awarded eight hotels with its top, three key ranking.&nbsp;

      

      
        Dimmer prospects for China arrivals during Golden Week
        The flow of Chinese tourists during the Golden Week holiday next week might be weaker than expected as a strong baht and the mainland's sluggish economy limit tourist expenditure, while other foreign arrivals start to bargain for lower services prices.

      

      
        Pundits evaluate affiliate marketing tie-up
        The affiliate programme tie-up between YouTube Shopping and Shopee is likely to ignite a video commerce war and intensify competition among rival digital platforms to attract content creators.

      

      
        Pheu Thai coy on ethics bill plans
        Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai on Wednesday shrugged off media questions about whether the ruling Pheu Thai Party intends to proceed with a charter amendment proposal involving ethical standards for political officeholders after coalition parties poured cold water on the bid.

      

      
        Unpacking the foreign pilot row
        The Thai aviation industry has recently been overwhelmed by discussions concerning a proposed changing of the rules to allow foreign pilots to fly domestic routes, which is surprising given that this type of work at present is protected for Thai nationals.
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        Exports in August expanded by 7% as demand grew for Thai agricultural and food products, thanks to the increased purchasing power of trading partners.
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                  B400 daily wage plan 'cannot be derailed'                

                But labour minister can't commit to when national wage committee will approve new rate
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                                Labour Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn has insisted the 400-baht daily minimum wage must take effect on Oct 1 as planned despite the failure of the national wage committee to endorse it yet.
Sia Champhathong, an MP with the opposition People's Party, asked the minister on Thursday in the House whether the adjournments of two recent meetings of the committee were the government's way to avoid addressing the issue,

Mr Phiphat said the matter was out of his control as labour minister. The tripartite committee consists of 15 members from employers, employee groups and the government and is independent.  

"I can neither join the meeting nor sanction its progress," Mr Phiphat said.

He said that if the Sept 20 meeting had gone ahead, all five representatives from the employers' group would probably have voted against the pay rise.

Employers generally have been opposed to the idea of a 400-baht minimum wage, and even more to the proposal to make the rate the same nationwide.

The current minimum wage is between 330 and 370 baht depending on the province.

The minister said several agencies are trying to persuade the Bangkok of Thailand to reduce interest rates to help employers manage their costs, which would enable them to pay workers more.

The new daily rate is set to apply to companies or factories with at least 200 workers. Mr Phiphat said studies had shown that the change would result in employers paying about 73 baht more per employee on a daily basis.

The impact would be huge, he said.

Regarding Mr Sia's concerns about small and medium enterprises being left out of the policy, Mr Phiphat said his ministry would work on increasing minimum wages among smaller employers later, based on reports by provincial wage committees. 

Mr Phiphat also insisted that the government was still committed to a plan to raise the wage to 600 baht by 2027, as it promised during the election campaign in 2023.

It is important to first achieve the 400-baht minimum by October before announcing other plans and timelines, he said.

"However, the wage increase should be in line with the country's current economic status rather than prioritising a fixed timeline," he said, adding it is possible the raise may not reach the promised 600-baht goal.

"The ministry is instead focusing on finding solutions for sustainable progress in terms of raising wages and ensuring financial stability for workers," he said.


	Editorial: Wage hike stuck in limbo
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                  Last Pattaya 'barrel murder' suspect caught                

                Korean who fled Thailand arrested in Vietnam and extradited to face justice in home country
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                                The third and last suspect in the Pattaya "barrel murder" case has been arrested in Vietnam and extradited to South Korea after four months on the run.
The suspect in his 30s was sent home on Tuesday after Vietnamese police arrested him on Sept 12, the Yonhap news agency said, citing South Korea's National Police Agency.

The raid in Vietnam took place after South Korean law enforcement officers received information on his hiding place, alerted their Vietnamese partners and even travelled to Vietnam for the operation, the news agency added.

South Korean police did not name the suspect.

Thai police had earlier identified him as Kim Hyeong-won and said he was believed to have escaped Thailand to Myanmar after he and two others killed Roh Eui-jong in May.

The killers put the body of the victim in a plastic barrel and dropped it into the Map Prachan reservoir in Bang Lamung district in Chon Buri, near Pattaya.

The two other suspects arrested earlier and extradited to South Korea were Lee Roun, in his 20s, and Lee Yong-jin, 27, according to Thai police. They are on trial in a South Korean court.

The motive for the murder remains unclear.
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                  Paetongtarn revives Baan Phitsanulok                

                PM gathers with top advisers at official residence that has gone largely unused since Chatichai era
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                                Baan Phitsanulok is back in the political limelight after more than three decades in which its role had become vastly diminished.
Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra on Thursday strode into the ornate government guest house on Phitsanulok Road, where she chaired the first meeting with her five-member senior advisory team.

"Baan Phitsanulok is officially opened," she announced on her X account, accompanied by photos showing her leading the advisory team into the mansion in Dusit district of Bangkok.

The meeting at Baan Phitsanulok was the first official one since the prime minister appointed the high-profile group to advise her administration early this month.

Pansak Vinyaratn heads the panel. The other members are:


	Surapong Suebwonglee, deputy chairman

	Tongthong Chandransu

	Phongthep Thepkanjana

	Supavud Saicheua.
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Built in 1922, Baan Phitsanulok is the official residence of the prime minister, although the only premier to have lived there for any extended period was Chuan Leekpai. The Venetian Gothic mansion has been used mainly as a guest house for VIP guests of the government.

Baan Phitsanulok is perhaps best known as the command centre used by prime minister Chatichai Choonhavan between 1988 and 1991, when Mr Pansak chaired a seven-member advisory team. One of its most famous policies was to turn "battlefields into marketplaces" in a region still recovering from the Vietnam war and turmoil in Cambodia.

Chatichai's advisers were called the Baan Phitsanulok advisory team. Their role ended when Chatichai was ousted in a coup in 1991.

Mr Pansak was also an adviser on economic policy for Ms Paetongtarn's father, Thaksin Shinawatra, when he was the prime minister.

[image: Baan Phitsanulok is a Venetian Gothic style house designed and built in 1922 under the direction of Mario Tamagno, an Italian architect who was employed at the time by the Ministry of Public Works. (Photo: Photo: Chulalongkorn University Alumni Association)]
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                  Ping River slightly recedes but Chiang Mai still in crisis                

                Hospitals hit by floods, trains suspended
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                                The Ping River is slightly subsiding, but the situation in Chiang Mai city remains critical as floodwaters have caused damage to economic areas.
The water level at Naowarat Bridge in the municipality was 4.80 metres deep at 10am on Thursday, down from 4.93m at 2am, which broke the previous record of 4.90m set 13 years ago.

The municipality warned that the crisis was not over. "The Ping is red-flagged and is in crisis," it added.

The overflow of the river has wreaked havoc in downtown Chiang Mai, including the famous Night Bazaar, with water levels in some locations reaching as deep as one metre.

The Regional 1 Health Centre in Muang district, better known by its former name as Chiang Mai Mother and Child Hospital, closed on Thursday due to flooding. Lanna 3 Hospital announced that it will not accept patients except for emergencies until Monday, as floodwaters have entered the first floor of its buildings, including emergency wards.

						

							
						


Lanna 3 Hospital was flooded overnight and remained submerged on Thursday morning. (Video: JS100 Radio)

Kuakul Manasamphansakul, the provincial irrigation chief, said floodwaters were moving towards Chiang Mai railway station and towards Highway 11, known as the Super Highway, which is the main road linking the city with Lampang.

The official said that residents on the other side of the road would be safe, as floodwaters will not flow across.

Authorities have advised people living near the railway station to move belongings and vehicles to safe locations since Wednesday. Officials are closely monitoring the large volume of water being released from the Mae Ngad Somboon Chon dam in Mae Taeng district, which is expected to reach the municipality 20 hours later.

Mr Kuakul said authorities will try to manage the water flowing downstream from the dam to the city. He warned people in Lamphun to prepare for flooding within days.

"The water level of the Ping will increase, but it will not reach the highest point of 4.93m," the irrigation chief said.

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has instructed officials to swiftly drain floodwater out of economic areas in Chiang Mai. She plans to visit flood-hit Chiang Rai and possibly Chiang Mai as early as Friday.

The State Railway of Thailand (SRT) announced that train services between Chiang Mai and Lampang are still halted due to flooding. All trains are currently stopped at Lampang station, and all passengers travelling to and from Chiang Mai are being transported by bus.


	Read more: Paetongtarn says there will be no repeat of 2011 floods
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                  These are the 8 best hotels in Thailand, according to Michelin                
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                                In its inaugural hotel list for Thailand, Michelin has awarded eight hotels with its top, three key ranking. 
The "keys," the guide's lodging equivalent of stars for restaurants, were given to places across the country, from Bangkok to Surat Thani, where Samujana Villas will allegedly feature in Season Three of the White Lotus. 

In total, Michelin recognised 58 hotels across the country. Besides the eight 3 keys ("an extraordinary stay"), 19 hotels were given two keys ("an exceptional stay") and 31 got one key ("a very special stay"). 

"What is striking about Thailand is the diversity of accommodations - from the chicest hotel to urban oasis to quite low-key accommodations in the forest. These really stoked our Michelin guide inspectors," said Elisabeth Boucher, communications director of the Michelin Guide. 

Boucher noted that Michelin Key inspectors are anonymous. The inspectors assess hotels on the five universal criteria: excellence in architecture and interior design, quality and consistency of service, overall personality and character, value for the price, and a significant contribution to the neighbourhood or setting.

Among the three-key winners, two are in Bangkok and two in Phuket; the rest are in Surat Thani, Krabi, Trat and Chiang Mai.

One of the three key winning hotels will reportedly also feature in the third season of the smash hit series the White Lotus, which was filmed in Thailand: Samujana Villas, the stunning private villas designed by the famed architecture Gary Fell. (Other Thai hotels appearing in the show are the Four Seasons Resort Koh Samui and Anantara Mai Khao Villas Phuket.)

"The important scene, one short scene, but the most important one," said Arteera Shahrulanas, sales manager of Samujana Villas, about the White Lotus filming. "For now, I cannot be more specific than that until [the show] is out."

It has been a good month for Thai hotels. Last week, when the World's 50 Best announced its hotel list, four were in Bangkok, including the Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok which ranked 12th on the list, and got three keys from Michelin. It was also crowned the best hotel in the world earlier in the month by the United Kingdom's the Telegraph in its Hotel Awards.

Perched along the Chao Phraya River, the hotel is renowned for its outstanding hospitality and notable guest list, including the late Queen Elizabeth II and actress Michelle Yeoh.

[image: An aerial view of the Chao Phraya River in Bangkok. (File photo: Patipat Janthong)]
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"We've had 148 years of perfecting this. We will celebrate our 150th anniversary in 2026," said Anthony Tyler, general manager of Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok. "So, we built up a team of dedicated colleagues who come to work every day to delight our guests and give their best. And I think that's what is rewarded in these awards."

But the hotel ranked No. 1 on the World's 50 Best list, Capella Bangkok, missed out on the top ranking from Michelin. Instead, it got two keys. 

Tourism remains a key driver for Thailand's economy, and the Michelin ranking could help bring in substantial benefits for the hotel and hospitality sector. Meanwhile, Bangkok's fine dining scene has also become a draw for visitors.

Dick Simarro, vice president of hotel operations at SALA Hospitality Group whose SALA Samui Choengmon Beach secured two Michelin keys, reflected on Michelin's impact on the restaurant industry: "Hopefully it'll have the same or similar effect for the hospitality industry as a whole."

For now, Thailand is on track to meet its target of hosting 36.7 million tourists this year and generate 2 trillion baht in revenue. Arrivals have totalled almost 25 million so far this year, up 31% from a year earlier.

"Our mission is to attract tourists in destinations that we think are really worth it. Thailand is one of them, and we want to attract discerning travellers who are going to spend money in the country, who are going to be guided towards exceptional places," said Michelin's Boucher. She said that the key rankings are not a joint initiative with the Thai government.

The Thai Hotels Association (THA) reported a 62% occupancy rate in August, though this is expected to drop to 50% in September, a typically slower period for tourism.

Below are Michelin's Three Key winners in Thailand:


	Mandarin Oriental Bangkok

	The Siam, Bangkok

	Four Seasons Resort Chiang Mai

	Soneva Kiri, Trat

	Samujana Villas, Koh Samui

	Phulay Bay, A Ritz-Carlton Reserve, Krabi

	Amanpuri, Phuket

	Keemala, Phuket



Earlier report: Michelin Hotels announces first keys
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                                The flow of Chinese tourists during the Golden Week holiday next week might be weaker than expected as a strong baht and the mainland's sluggish economy limit tourist expenditure, while other foreign arrivals start to bargain for lower services prices.
Thanet Supornsahasrungsi, president of the Association of Chonburi Tourism Federation, said if the baht continues to appreciate against most currencies, it will be bad for tourism.

Mr Thanet said some travel agents are already asking for discounts from Thai operators, mostly attributed to the stronger baht, as hotels charge them in the local currency.

He said for Pattaya hotels, there's been no large uptick in forward bookings for the Chinese market during Golden Week, running from Oct 1-7.

More tourists prefer to book at the last minute, while the number of tour groups has dwindled, said Mr Thanet.

Suksit Suvunditkul, president of the southern chapter of the Thai Hotels Association, said Golden Week in Phuket is typically not as busy as Chinese New Year because October is the low season for the island.

Although China has been a top feeder market for Phuket, bookings for the upcoming holiday have not significantly surged, said Mr Suksit.

He said most hotels welcome mixed markets, including domestic tourists, Asian and long-haul travellers.

According to online travel platform Agoda, international accommodation searches by Chinese travellers increased by 137% year-on-year for the Golden Week.

Even though Bangkok maintained its position in the top five, the capital was overtaken by Bali this year.

A source from a large inbound tour operator who requested anonymity said the Chinese market during Golden Week should improve from last year, but will not be as robust as expected.

China's sluggish economy is impacting tourists' travel budgets, said the source. Beijing cut civil servants' salaries, while the troubled real estate segment is still denting the economy.

The source estimated Thailand will welcome around 30,000 daily arrivals from China during the upcoming holiday, lower than the 40,000 daily arrivals in 2019.

The source said the overall Chinese market this year is expected at 7.5 million, but their expenditure would remain flat.

The baht surging to a 19-month high against the dollar and appreciation over other Asian currencies worries operators.

The strong baht will be another factor affecting Chinese spending sentiment, said the source.

"Tourists may see Thailand as a less valuable destination and opt for other destinations, such as Japan," the source said.

The government should be more active in boosting Chinese and other foreign markets as the exchange rate and strong competition could impact the upcoming high season, said the source.
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                  Pundits evaluate affiliate marketing tie-up                

                YouTube Shopping, Shopee ink alliance
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: A computer user loads YouTube on a smartphone. Alphabet's YouTube this week officially announced its collaboration with Shopee in Thailand in the area of affiliate marketing to enter the video commerce segment. (Photo: 123RF)]
                                              
                          A computer user loads YouTube on a smartphone. Alphabet's YouTube this week officially announced its collaboration with Shopee in Thailand in the area of affiliate marketing to enter the video commerce segment. (Photo: 123RF)                        

                                          

                  

                                The affiliate programme tie-up between YouTube Shopping and Shopee is likely to ignite a video commerce war and intensify competition among rival digital platforms to attract content creators.
The partnership will also create more opportunities for content creators to develop content and earn more income, according to affiliate marketing and digital marketing experts.

Alphabet's YouTube this week officially announced its collaboration with Shopee in Thailand in the area of affiliate marketing to enter the video commerce segment.

Shopee recently struck a pact with YouTube in Indonesia, betting that the video platform would help it attract more shoppers and stay ahead of rivals TikTok and Lazada in the company's biggest market.

Under the terms of the tie-up, content creators can promote and tag products in their YouTube videos, viewers can click on a link to complete a purchase on Shopee, while the creators will earn a commission.

The affiliate programme is the process through which an affiliate earns a commission for marketing another person's or company's products.

Pattarawut Kuljan, chief executive of Interspace Thailand, operator of the Acesstrade affiliate marketing platform, said affiliate marketing was initiated over 15 years ago by Amazon in the US. The advent of TikTokShop spurred affiliate marketing based on live and video formats throughout Southeast Asia.

TikTokShop's affiliate marketing operates in a close loop, where creators can promote products that are only available on the TikTok platform, Mr Pattarawut noted. YouTube Shopping will allow content creators to promote products in a more open ecosystem.

"In Southeast Asia, YouTube Shopping started the affiliate programme partnership with Shopee and it is expected to expand via similar partnerships with other platforms and websites," said Mr Pattarawut.

He added that products that prospective buyers want to consider in great detail first before making a decision, such as property and electronics products, could benefit on YouTube in the form of a long-form video. TikTokShop fits for fast moving products, he said.

Mr Pattarawut expects that the value of affiliate marketing value in Thailand would grow 50% in 2025 from an estimated 555 million baht this year, with the latter figure representing 1.7% of all digital advertising tallying 35 billion baht this year. He also anticipates that the marketing budget would be shifted to performance-based marketing.

Currently, 60% of the average marketing spend is for brand awareness, while 40% goes to performance marketing. The ratio will then become 50:50, before reversing to 40% of the average marketing spend being used for brand awareness, with 60% going to performance marketing.

Thanawat Malabuppha, chief executive of Priceza, said Thailand's e-commerce sector was expected to grow 15% in 2025, while spending on affiliate marketing would increase by around 30%.

The YouTube-Shopee collaboration would stimulate growth of the affiliate marketing trend and generate a commission fee war in a bid to attract talent creators to the e-commerce platforms.

Mr Thanawat said YouTubers have long been able to embed their affiliate marketing links in their video content but such links are located under the description of what the videos are about and are barely noticed. But the YouTube Shopping affiliate programme would make it easier for their audience to shop, he added.

Automotive firms and property firms such as SC Asset and Supalai started using affiliate marketing, which benefits their products by being presented in long-form videos, said Mr Thanawat.

Currently, the commission fee the content creators gain from affiliate marketing range from 1% to 30% or even 40%.

Pawat Ruangdejworachai, president of Media Intelligence Group Co, a leading digital agency firm, said there has been an increase in the number and diversification of affiliate platforms.

The YouTube-Shopee tie-up will create new channels for brands and affiliates to promote products through live videos and direct links to Shopee, opening up opportunities to reach a wider audience.

Both YouTube and TikTok will compete and develop more attractive commission systems to attract brands and affiliates and retain talent marketers on their platforms.

He added that Shopee requires that the content creators who will carry out affiliate marketing have at least 10,000 followers, which makes it quite difficult for ordinary people to join the affiliate programme. TikTok only requires creators to have 1,000 followers to carry out affiliate marketing.

Mr Pawat said the winners in the YouTube-Shopee alliance are the content creators, who will be able to earn money through many more channels, including the affiliate programme, rather than just having to wait for advertising fees or sponsorship.

In the future, content creators might also be hired and get paid on a performance-based basis. The alliance might also attract more viewers from TikTok or Meta to YouTube, he noted.

He said the biggest beneficiary is probably Shopee, which might offer an extra commission fee to content creators who can produce content and ensure purchases take place on YouTube Shopping.

He said the YouTube-Shopee alliance could pose a challenge to other platforms, such as Meta, if their shopping content is not strong enough. He added that they might urgently find partners to respond to the shift in consumer behaviour.
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                  Pheu Thai coy on ethics bill plans                

                Cash handouts, flood crisis take priority
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                                Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai on Wednesday shrugged off media questions about whether the ruling Pheu Thai Party intends to proceed with a charter amendment proposal involving ethical standards for political officeholders after coalition parties poured cold water on the bid.
He said the government was instead focusing on tackling floods that severely hit several provinces and stimulating the economy, which began with a handout of 10,000 baht cash to 14.5 million vulnerable people on Wednesday.

Asked if Pheu Thai would withdraw its charter amendment bill from parliament due to mounting criticism, Mr Phumtham, a key figure in the ruling party, said the issue was not up for discussion.

On Tuesday, Mr Phumtham said the party was arranging a meeting with its coalition partners to discuss the Pheu Thai-sponsored amendment bill, which aims to clearly define ethical standards for politicians.

However, the ruling party reportedly backed down due to strong resistance from several coalition partners, who deemed the proposal self-serving.

Deputy Prime Minister and Bhumjaithai leader Anutin Charnvirakul insisted on Wednesday his party never proposed revising the ethical standards issue and there was no need to reverse its stance.

He was responding to reports the proposed change was suggested by the leader of a major political party, a reference to Pheu Thai.

Earlier, Bhumjaithai executive Korawee Prissananantakul said the party agreed with the charter amendment if it was approved in a public referendum while reiterating that Chapters 1 and 2 should be left alone.

Chapter 1 defines Thailand as a single, indivisible kingdom with a democratic regime and the King as head of state, while Chapter 2 stipulates sections about royal prerogatives.

Meanwhile, political activist Jatuporn Prompan said the ruling party was pressured by the public and coalition bloc to abandon the charter amendment efforts. He suggested Pheu Thai's motive for seeking a rewriting of the charter was to prevent a legal backlash against party leader Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra.

Ms Paetongtarn herself faces a number of ethics-related complaints, including over her shares in the controversial Alpine Golf Club, which is located on a monastic plot.

In other news, the opposition People's Party (PP) said it is waiting for Parliament President Wan Muhamad Noor Matha to schedule a debate on the party's bill seeking to amend the charter to curb the National Anti-Corruption Commission's (NACC) authority to probe MPs and senators for ethical violations.

The NACC receives the cases before deciding whether to forward them to the Supreme Court or the Constitutional Court.

PP list-MP Natthawut Buaprathum said the party's bill is designed to protect the public interest rather than advance the party's agenda.
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                  Unpacking the foreign pilot row                

                A proposed rule change caused a furore among local pilots and the sector more broadly
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                                The Thai aviation industry has recently been overwhelmed by discussions concerning a proposed changing of the rules to allow foreign pilots to fly domestic routes, which is surprising given that this type of work at present is protected for Thai nationals.
Although the request by Thai Vietjet was a temporary one, apparently to deal with a shortage of aircraft during high season, the Thai Pilots Association is strongly opposed to the idea.

WHAT LED TO THE AIRLINE'S REQUEST?

A shortage of aircraft post-pandemic has been one of the most critical obstacles globally for airlines, which want to expand their fleets to capture a spike in travel demand.

In June, former premier Srettha Thavisin wrote in a post on his X account that he had met with stakeholders in the aviation industry, including Thai Airways and Thai Vietjet, and urged them to prepare sufficient seat capacity to cater to travel growth during the upcoming high season.

In response, Thai Vietjet reportedly requested that in return Mr Srettha lift the restriction on foreign pilots, prompting Mr Srettha to forward the issue to the Labour Ministry.

The airline wanted to acquire additional aircraft under so-called wet lease arrangements, formally known as ACMI (aircraft, crew, maintenance and insurance) leasing.

This type of contract would require the Labour Ministry to unlock the rules regarding foreign employment first, as foreign lessors would typically lease an entire package, including pilots and crews, not only aircraft, which is the case for a typical dry lease to lessee.

On Aug 14, the day on which Mr Srettha was dismissed from his post by the constitutional court, the Department of Employment met with the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand (CAAT), the Thai Pilots Association, and Thai Vietjet to seek solutions to this issue.

According to Teerawat Angkasakulkiat, president of the Thai Pilots Association, the government agreed to the request from the airline, which raised concerns among many unemployed Thai pilots as they felt it may have impeded their chances of securing a job.

However, as the cabinet was also immediately dismissed, the process has now been stalled for a month, and was only restarted last week.

Labour Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn, who retained his position having held it in the previous administration, said the ministry does not object to the request and would be ready to let Thai Vietjet operate with foreign pilots flying domestic routes once the airline properly submitted its request.

However, he insisted that this rule adjustment would be specifically applied to Thai Vietjet alone, and would not be a universal rule applied to all carriers.

If other airlines wished to follow the same practice, they would first need to request the department's consideration on a case-by-case basis.

WHAT ARE THE ARGUMENTS FOR AND AGAINST?

The labour minister insisted granting permission would not harm job prospects for unemployed Thai pilots, as this temporary measure is meant to tackle specific cases, where airlines have no choice but to acquire aircraft supplied with foreign pilots under a wet lease arrangement.

Teerawat Angkasakulkiat, president of the Thai Pilots Association, said the pilot community is concerned about this case as it would open the door to other airlines following suit in the future.

Besides the risk of job losses, Mr Teerawat said there are also concerns regarding the eligibility of Thailand to permit such a form of leasing arrangement, as the country is not an official party to Article 83bis of the Chicago Convention, which allows the state of registry to transfer supervisory responsibilities for an aircraft to the state of the operator.

"Granting permission might breach aviation laws and affect the status of the country," he said.

In a worst-case scenario, he said the country could incur a red flag, as happened in 2015 when Thailand failed the International Civil Aviation Organization's safety test, resulting in a prohibition against Thai carriers expanding to other countries.

Mr Teerawat said it is also not necessary for Thailand to commit to that article of the Chicago Convention.

In terms of operations, Mr Teerawat said if the government wants airlines to increase seat capacity to capture the growing tourism market during the upcoming high season, this type of lease could not guarantee that tourists would benefit, as the costs of a wet lease are typically higher than a dry lease.

However, Sarun Benjanirat, deputy director-general of the CAAT, argued that the country first adopted wet leasing practices in 2008, but airlines had rarely used this method since then.

Mr Sarun said he believed the wet lease arrangement is still considered to be a useful scheme for the aviation industry when encountering unexpected events.

For instance, if there is a ban on a specific type of aircraft widely used by many airlines in Thailand, this type of lease could be an option for them in order to continue their services.

He added that with only a few aircraft that the proposed airline would like to import via the wet lease contract, there was no need for Thailand to commit to Article 83bis.

ARE OTHER AIRLINES LIKELY TO MAKE A SIMILAR REQUEST?

Wutthiphum Jurangkool, chief executive of Nok Air, said his airline is also looking at wet lease agreements as a future option.

However, it intends to refrain from using those aircraft and pilots on domestic flights to avoid breaching labour regulations, and would reserve them solely for international routes.

Mr Wutthiphum said when it comes to wet lease arrangements, there are both pros and cons for Thai aviation.

On the positive side, it would help airlines increase their capacity more quickly, especially those that have foreign parent companies and would like to divert their existing fleet to Thailand to capture a more robust tourism market.

Mr Wutthiphum said the aircraft importation process via wet leasing is typically faster than that of dry leasing.

The foreign pilots are also qualified and ready to fly, unlike some Thai pilots whose licences expired due to a two-year absence during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Therefore, local pilots with expired licences would be the most affected group, as airlines would be reluctant to offer free training to them, as they had done in the past.

Mr Wutthiphum said aviation training costs are quite high for every position. In the past, many pilots would tend to switch to another airline soon after they qualified with sufficient flight hours, which led to significant losses for the airlines that paid for their training.

Aswin Yangkirativorn, chief executive of Thai Lion Air, said his airline does not plan to acquire aircraft via wet lease arrangements.

Wet lease arrangements have been used in the past by Thai airlines, but those packages only applied to international routes so did not have issues concerning labour regulations, said Mr Aswin.

However, he said such a request is understandable in the current situation, as many airlines are now encountering problems in acquiring new aircraft.

Thai Lion Air, which mainly uses the Boeing 737 series of aircraft, currently has sufficient pilots for its 20-strong fleet and the five aircraft it will import between October and December this year.
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                  Rising demand for food pushes up exports                

                August shipments gained by 7%
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                                Exports in August expanded by 7% as demand grew for Thai agricultural and food products, thanks to the increased purchasing power of trading partners.
Poonpong Naiyanapakorn, director-general of the Trade Policy and Strategy Office, said exports in August increased by 7% to US$26.2 billion (940 billion baht), driven by demand for agricultural and agro-industrial products, as well as industrial products, supported by global climate fluctuations and the recovery of the service sector in key markets.

Shipments in the real sector, excluding gold, oil-related products and weaponry, increased by 4.3% for the period.

The EU's economy has started to recover from inflationary pressures, which increased consumer purchasing power and revived demand for Thai products.

Another positive factor was the reduction in shipping costs, particularly for routes to the US and Europe, which reduced exporters' costs and enhanced price competitiveness.

Imports in August increased by 8.9% to $25.9 billion, resulting in a trade surplus of $265 million.

In the first eight months of 2024, exports increased by 4.2% to $197 billion, while imports expanded by 5% to $204 billion, resulting in a trade deficit of $6.3 billion.

Exports of agricultural and agro-industrial products increased by 17.4% year-on-year to $4.73 billion in August, the second consecutive month of growth.

Products that expanded included fresh, chilled, frozen and dried fruit; rice; rubber; canned and processed seafood; pet food; and animal and vegetable fats and oils.

In contrast, shipments decreased for tapioca products; sugar; fresh, chilled and frozen chicken; and canned and processed vegetables.

Exports of industrial products increased by 5.2% year-on-year to $20.4 billion, the fifth consecutive month of growth.

Shipments expanded for automobiles, equipment and auto parts; computers, equipment and parts; rubber products; machinery and mechanical components; chemicals; telephones, equipment and parts; and air conditioners and parts.

Meanwhile, shipments of other industrial products declined, such as internal combustion engines and parts, circuit boards, and semiconductors, transistors and diodes.

Mr Poonpong said exports are expected to rise this year by 1-2% to $290 billion, or 10 trillion baht.

Shipments could exceed the 2% upper limit if demand for Thai agricultural products increases, as more trade partners seek food security because global climate fluctuations are affecting production in many countries, he said.

However, there are risks that could pressure exports, including high geopolitical uncertainty, continued appreciation of the baht, and the possibility of domestic floods affecting agricultural production, said Mr Poonpong.

Chaichan Charoensuk, chairman of Thai National Shippers' Council, said there is high risk for the remainder of the year given the rapid baht appreciation, which will weigh on negotiations for products to be delivered in November and December.

The baht's appreciation is expected to continue until the first quarter of 2025, he said.

Most domestic firms engaging in international trade have hedged against foreign exchange risk, given the baht's strength, said Mr Chaichan.

Exporters who sold in advance from July to August, particularly for agricultural products, may have liquidity problems as they receive less money back in baht, he said.

Regarding the government's planned daily minimum wage hike to 400 baht, Mr Chaichan said exporters would like a postponement because it will increase production costs, affecting the agricultural and service sectors, such as logistics, wholesale and retail, as well as small businesses, which are suffering from the baht's appreciation.
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                  Thai rice export prices hit 14-month low                

                Traders pressured by weak demand and competition from cheaper rivals
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                                Thai rice export prices fell to a 14-month low this week pressured by quiet demand and competition from cheaper rivals, while Indian prices edged higher on a stronger rupee, despite sluggish demand from Asian and African buyers.
Benchmark 5% broken rice from Thailand was quoted at $560 per tonne, the lowest level since July 20, 2023 and down from $565 last week.

There was demand coming from Indonesia, but competitors were buying rice from other exporters at lower prices, said a Bangkok-based trader, adding that depreciation in the Thai baht would help soften prices.

Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan said the impact of the baht's rally on exports would be felt in the next three months, especially in agricultural goods.

Another trader said the market was waiting to see changes in Indian rice policy in the coming months and that supply was in the harvesting stages.

5% broken parboiled rice from India, the world's top exporter, was quoted at $536 per tonne this week, up from the $534, the lowest since mid-January, the week before.

"The strong rupee is driving up prices, but demand is still sluggish. Buyers are holding off on purchases, hoping India will cut export duties," said a Mumbai-based trader.

Vietnamese 5% broken rice was offered at $565 per tonne on Thursday, according to the Vietnam Food Association. Traders said prices were around $580 last week.

"Prices fell on competition from other suppliers such as Thailand, Cambodia and Myanmar," a trader based in Ho Chi Minh City said.

Traders said a Vietnamese exporter secured contracts to export 59,000 tonnes of rice, part of an Indonesian government tender to buy 450,000 tonnes of rice, after the exporter accepted a lower price.

Vietnamese rice exports in the year to mid-September rose 6.2% from a year earlier to 6.5 million tonnes, according to customs data.
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                                Keeping the baht exchange rate at an appropriate level will be among the key issues on the agenda when senior officials of the Ministry of Finance and the Bank of Thailand meet next week, says Deputy Finance Minister Paopoom Rojanasakul.
"The local currency is more volatile against the greenback than the currencies of our regional peers, particularly our trading competitors," Mr Paopoom said on Thursday.

The discussions will also cover the economic outlook and the framework for managing inflation, he said.

"We need to sit down and discuss these issues because we cannot allow the currency to continue appreciating, as it is affecting the country's exports and tourism," said Mr Paopoom.

He said the baht had risen quickly and become volatile, strengthening from 36 baht per dollar to 33 and beyond, marking a 10% increase, which is concerning.

Commenting on how much more the baht might appreciate if left unchecked, Mr Paopoom said it largely depends on global financial trends.

Interest rates are being cut in various regions of the world, which has contributed to the baht's appreciation, he said. If no action is taken locally, it could send a negative signal, said Mr Paopoom.

"Thailand's monetary policy needs to align with global financial trends, as we are not isolated from the [rest of the] world," he said.

"If our monetary policy is misaligned with other nations' policies, we will not be able to address the baht's volatility. We are an open economy, not a closed one. Issues such as economic geography and monetary policy are crucial."
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                  Tourists shun soaked Chiang Mai                

                Month of floods results in a dire low season for travel industry across the North
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                                A month of flooding in the North has led to a dire low season in Chiang Mai this year, as tourists cancel plans and avoid the whole region, according to the Tourism Council of Chiang Mai.
This week, the Ping River reached levels not seen since 2011, overflowing into Muang Chiang Mai, including the heart of the municipality's business and tourism areas.

Other affected areas include the outer district of Mae Rim, which is known for natural parks and adventure tourism activities, where attractions were temporarily closed, said Punlop Saejew, acting president of the Tourism Council of Chiang Mai.

The road connecting Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai was also disrupted, while some hotels reported booking cancellations as tourists delayed their trips.

Mr Punlop said that if there are no new storms forecast, the situation should gradually ease.

However, with a series of floods persisting in northern Thailand since the beginning of September, particularly in Chiang Rai, he said it has dented tourism sentiment for Chiang Mai this month.

"Chiang Mai and neighbouring provinces are often sold as a cluster, meaning tourists usually visit a few provinces during a trip. The flooding results in lower tourism confidence," said Mr Punlop.

He estimated average occupancy rates in September at only 50%, attributed to the flooding and economic uncertainty, which hampers tourism and spending.

Chiang Mai tourism growth for the year remains flat compared with 2023, said Mr Punlop.

With the province reliant on domestic travel, a majority of Thais remain hesitant to travel due to high domestic airfares and limited budgets, mainly attributed to economic concerns.

Chiang Mai already lost months of tourism revenue during the smog season in early 2024.

As Chiang Mai has new direct flights from China and Malaysia, Mr Punlop said this could create opportunities for a quick recovery during high season, starting from the Golden Week, a national Chinese holiday next month.

He said the revival of the We Travel Together scheme would help drive the domestic market, but the programme should be divided into phases for each region, as the good times for travelling are different in the South, the North and the East.

Wutthiphum Jurangkool, chief executive of Nok Air, said the average load factor of Chiang Rai, affected by severe floods earlier this month, plunged to 50% in September as tourists avoided travel to the province.

He said that even though the airline has maintained its daily flight to the province, most guests are only passengers who need to go there, such as residents who have to return to their hometowns, or volunteers.
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                  Thai factory output falls in August                

                Industry ministry says many negative factors make full-year contraction possible 
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                                Factory output in Thailand fell in August due to lower automobile production, higher energy prices and flooding in the North, according to the Ministry of Industry, which now says a full-year contraction is possible.
The manufacturing production index dropped 1.9% in August from a year earlier, missing a forecast rise of 1% in a Reuters poll, after a revised annual increase 1.63% in July, according to figures released on Thursday.

Factory output for the first eight months of 2024 contracted by 1.55% from a year earlier, and the ministry signalled a full-year contraction was expected as it cut its 2024 forecast to a range between -1% and zero, from a range of zero to 1% previously.

"The forecast was revised downwards in line with overall GDP revision, with the index mainly contracting or not expanding at all," said Warawan Chitaroon, director-general of the Office of Industrial Economics.

An influx of cheap Chinese goods, high household debt and high interest rates reducing spending contributed to the weak performance, she said, adding that September output was also expected to decline due to slowing consumption and flooding impacts.

The ratio of household debt to GDP in Thailand stood at 90.8% in March, among the highest in Asia.

On Tuesday, data showed automobile output was down 20.6% in August from a year earlier, falling for the 13th month in a row.

The auto industry, which accounts for about 10% of the economy, is facing twin challenges from falling domestic sales, as lenders tighten credit conditions due to consumers' high debt levels, and a more competitive export market.

Exports overall in August were better than expected, with 7% growth in value from a year earlier, the Ministry of Commerce reported on Wednesday.

However, the ministry has cautioned that export growth could slow because of the recent rapid gains in the baht against the US dollar.

Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan on Thursday urged the Bank  of Thailand to help manage the baht's rapid appreciation and support exports.

The baht reached a 30-month high this week and is now trading around 32.70 against the dollar. Mr Pichai said a level of 35 was more appropriate.

"The Bank of Thailand should stop creating division and place the country's interest first," he said.

The minister said the government understood the need for the institution to be independent but urged it to take a different tack.

"We respect independence, but it has to be an independence that helps the country develop and not get in the way of everything," he said.

His comments were the latest salvo from the government ahead of a meeting next week between the finance ministry and central bank to discuss the inflation target and currency strength. The government is expected to again press its case for monetary easing.

The central bank's next rate review meeting is scheduled for Oct 16.


	Commentary: BoT should revise exchange-rate policy
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                  Thailand risks credit rating downgrade, opposition warns                

                Interest burden will rise to about 13% of government revenue in 2026, says Sirikanya
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                                Thailand runs a "very alarming" risk of credit rating downgrades if the government does not rein in its massive pile of debt to prop up Southeast Asia's second-largest economy, according to the country's biggest opposition group.
Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra's administration appears to have no concrete plan to manage public debt and the rising interest burden, Sirikanya Tansakun, deputy leader of People's Party (PP), said in an interview in Bangkok on Wednesday.

Thailand's interest liability measured as a ratio to state revenue is set to exceed key thresholds monitored by some credit ratings companies in fiscal year 2026, the opposition member said. 

"Interest burden will rise to about 13% of government revenue in 2026. That's very alarming," said Ms Sirikanya, who often leads the opposition's criticisms of the government's economic policies. "That will be above the thresholds of the current investment grade ratings set by both S&P and Moody's."

Thailand's sovereign rating has remained a couple of notches above junk grade at S&P Global, Moody's Ratings and Fitch Ratings in recent years even though public debt ballooned during the pandemic as the government unveiled fiscal stimulus to shield the economy. A tepid post-pandemic recovery has put pressure on state finances, forcing the government to raise the legal cap on public debt to 70% of gross domestic product.

Thailand is rated Baa1 at Moody's and BBB+ at S&P and Fitch -- up to three levels above junk territory. S&P and Fitch both retained their ratings for Thailand in November with stable outlook, while Moody's affirmed its rating in April.

A representative for S&P declined to comment, while Moody's did not immediately respond to an emailed request for comments. Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira has said the public debt will start to decline from 2027 after peaking to about 66% in 2026.

Cash stimulus

The ratio of interest burden to revenue is only one of the criteria used by rating companies to determine ratings changes -- along with growth rate, fiscal deficit, debt serviceability and peer group metrics.

Higher government spending, financed partly through borrowing, is set to lift Thailand's interest-to-revenue ratio to 12.2% in 2026, according to calculations by Bloomberg, based on estimates by the Fiscal Policy Office (FPO). That is a significant increase from a projected ratio of 8.15% this year and 9% in 2025. 
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The new government of Ms Paetongtarn, daugther of former premier Thaksin Shinawatra, is pressing ahead with cash stimulus worth billions of United States dollars to bolster the economy that is forecast to expand 2.5% this year. Her cabinet members are also piling pressure on the Bank of Thailand (BoT) to cut interest rate and temper a rally in the baht to aid the economy.

Ms Sirikanya said there is no urgent need to roll out massive stimulus and the government should not pressure the central bank to cut interest rates.

'Sledgehammer'

"It's like using a sledgehammer to crack a nut," the PP MP said, adding that the baht's rapid gains should be curbed by normal currency interventions. "We shouldn't use the short-term factor to determine policy that will have a long-term impact on the economy."

The threat of political instability will continue to cloud the outlook for the Thai economy and unnerve foreign investors, Ms Sirikanya said, accusing Ms Paetongtarn's government of not doing enough to prevent judicial activism that threatens elected governments and political parties.

Thailand was plunged into a political turmoil last month after the Constitutional Court dismissed Srettha Thavisin as leader in an ethics violation case and disbanded Ms Sirikanya's former political party, Move Forward, with its top leaders banned from politics for 10 years. Surviving lawmakers of the party, which won the most votes in the country's May 2023 general election, have since regrouped as the PP.

Ms Paetongtarn drew some criticism earlier this week when she said her government would prioritise economic stimulus and flood relief over efforts to amend the 2017 military-drafted constitution. The ruling Pheu Thai Party, which leads the coalition, has also backtracked on a bid to amend some sections of the charter to curb the sweeping powers of the Constitutional Court to determine ethical standards that are ground for dismissals.

"The government isn't doing enough to challenge the system, to prevent such unpredictability against the executive and legislative branches in the future," Ms Sirikanya said. "There's no effort to amend laws to restore confidence in stability, when lawfare is worse than unrest."
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                  Brazil sugar losses make Thai, Indian supply more important                

                Thailand's 2024-25 sugar output is expected to rise to 10.6m tonnes, up from 8.8m tonnes last year
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                                Brazil's wildfires and drought that rattled the global sugar market have put the onus on Thailand and India to cover lost supplies. But both have offered recent reminders that they too face their own risks.
Futures spiked to the highest since February this week as fears mount over crop damage from blazes, heat and dryness in top grower and exporter Brazil. That's threatening to raise costs for grocery goods from soft drinks to candy and shifting traders' focus to how output fares in fellow major producers.

The good news is that the crop in No. 2 shipper Thailand is expected to rebound in the upcoming 2024-2025 season. Yet September floods have provided a fresh warning of weather risks, with worries starting to surface that harvesting may be delayed if heavy rains continue. And in second-largest grower India, support for ethanol production means officials will likely prolong sugar-export curbs.
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"The sugar market is sitting on a powder keg, and we just need another light to set it on fire," said Henrique Akamine, head of sugar and ethanol at Tropical Research Services.

The unexpected supply shock from recent weather in Brazil helped raw-sugar futures surge more than 20% so far this month in New York. The price jump has also been fuelled by speculators turning bullish for the first time since July. The market has more room to rally as net-long positions are still far below historical peaks, according to John Stansfield, a senior analyst at DNEXT Intelligence.

"Sugar has one of the clearest bullish fundamental stories," he said. "The funds can see the black hole in the raw-sugar balance sheet in the first and second quarter of 2025, and like the trade are struggling to see how Thai raws can fill the gap."
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The raw-sugar market should be in a global trade deficit of 2.2 million tonnes in the first quarter, according to Akamine, while independent analyst Claudiu Covrig pegs the amount at 1.3 million tonnes. The International Sugar Organisation last month forecast sugar output to trail consumption by 3.6 million tonnes in 2024-25, a bigger shortage than the current season that is about to end.

The tight supplies mean prices could climb even higher if there are more harvest setbacks.

For now, Thailand's 2024-25 sugar output is expected to reach 10.6 million tonnes, up from 8.8 million tonnes a year earlier, according to the average of eight analyst and trader estimates compiled by Bloomberg. 

While there is no sign of recent floods there affecting plantations, the market is keeping a close eye on conditions. If rain persists until November, that could delay crushing from the new harvest until January -- about a month later than usual -- Virit Viseshsindh, the secretary-general of the Office of the Cane and Sugar Board, said in an interview on Tuesday.

Any delays would risk choking supplies into the world market at a time when Brazil's shipments typically slow -- something that Tropical Research Services's Akamine said would "have severe consequences."

Indian prospects

India's output should total about 30 million tonnes after diversions to make ethanol, according to the average estimate of 11 traders and analysts surveyed. That would be roughly 2 million tonnes below a year earlier, though outlooks ranged partly due to different views on acreage.

It is unclear whether any will go to other nations. The government last year extended export curbs to keep local prices in check ahead of elections. Last month, it lifted restrictions on mills and distilleries using cane juice to make ethanol, a move that will help meet a target of boosting the proportion of the fuel in gasoline blends while also probably prolonging sugar-export curbs.

[image: A worker carries a bundle of sugarcane on his head at a farmland near Modinagar in the northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh, India, on March 4, 2016. (Photo: Reuters)]
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India in theory should have enough sugar to allow 1.8 million tonnes of shipments in 2024-2025 and may ease export restrictions if there are ample domestic supplies, said Rahil Shaikh, managing director of Meir Commodities India Pvt, a Mumbai-based trading firm.

However, many respondents in Bloomberg's survey do not think the government will allow exports. DNEXT Intelligence's Stansfield also does not expect much relief from India.

"It is now becoming clearer that India will prioritise the ethanol sector and the world sugar market realistically cannot expect to see India coming to the rescue," he said.
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                                HANOI - SpaceX is proposing to invest US$15 billion in Vietnam tied to its Starlink satellite service in the near future, the Southeast Asian country's government said.
The statement came after a meeting in New York between Vietnamese President To Lam and Tim Hughes, SpaceX's Senior Vice President for Global Business and Government Affairs.

"The Vietnamese government is considering the (investment) proposal of SpaceX," Lam, who was visiting the United States to attend the United Nations General Assembly, said in the statement.

Lam asked US-based SpaceX to closely work with relevant parties in Vietnam to efficiently complete the pre-investment preparations, according to the statement on the website of the country's National Assembly. 

No further details were provided. SpaceX did not immediately respond to an email seeking comment after normal US working hours. Government officials in Vietnam were not immediately available for comment.

Vietnam's government said last year that SpaceX was interested in providing the country with its low-Earth orbit satellite service. Earlier this year, Reuters reported that those plans were put on hold. 

According to the Vietnamese statement, Lam told Elon Musk's Starlink, a subsidiary of SpaceX that uses thousands of satellites to provide web access, the nation will coordinate with domestic partners to complete investment procedures, it said.

[image: Vietnam's President and ruling Communist Party Chief To Lam, left, meets US President Joe Biden on the sidelines of the 79th session of the United National General Assembly (UNGA) in New York City, the United States, on Wednesday. (Photo: Reuters)]
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Lam, who met with US President Joe Biden, also held meetings with major companies, including Boeing Co and Meta Platforms Inc.

According to the government statement, Karan Bhatia, Google's vice president for government affairs and public policy, told Lam the Silicon Valley company expects to work with Vietnam to develop artificial intelligence (AI) technology, cloud computing and increasing collaboration cybersecurity.


	Read more: Google weighs large data cenre in Vietnam
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                                In its inaugural hotel list for Thailand, Michelin has awarded eight hotels with its top, three key ranking. 
The "keys," the guide's lodging equivalent of stars for restaurants, were given to places across the country, from Bangkok to Surat Thani, where Samujana Villas will allegedly feature in Season Three of the White Lotus. 

In total, Michelin recognised 58 hotels across the country. Besides the eight 3 keys ("an extraordinary stay"), 19 hotels were given two keys ("an exceptional stay") and 31 got one key ("a very special stay"). 

"What is striking about Thailand is the diversity of accommodations - from the chicest hotel to urban oasis to quite low-key accommodations in the forest. These really stoked our Michelin guide inspectors," said Elisabeth Boucher, communications director of the Michelin Guide. 

Boucher noted that Michelin Key inspectors are anonymous. The inspectors assess hotels on the five universal criteria: excellence in architecture and interior design, quality and consistency of service, overall personality and character, value for the price, and a significant contribution to the neighbourhood or setting.

Among the three-key winners, two are in Bangkok and two in Phuket; the rest are in Surat Thani, Krabi, Trat and Chiang Mai.

One of the three key winning hotels will reportedly also feature in the third season of the smash hit series the White Lotus, which was filmed in Thailand: Samujana Villas, the stunning private villas designed by the famed architecture Gary Fell. (Other Thai hotels appearing in the show are the Four Seasons Resort Koh Samui and Anantara Mai Khao Villas Phuket.)

"The important scene, one short scene, but the most important one," said Arteera Shahrulanas, sales manager of Samujana Villas, about the White Lotus filming. "For now, I cannot be more specific than that until [the show] is out."

It has been a good month for Thai hotels. Last week, when the World's 50 Best announced its hotel list, four were in Bangkok, including the Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok which ranked 12th on the list, and got three keys from Michelin. It was also crowned the best hotel in the world earlier in the month by the United Kingdom's the Telegraph in its Hotel Awards.

Perched along the Chao Phraya River, the hotel is renowned for its outstanding hospitality and notable guest list, including the late Queen Elizabeth II and actress Michelle Yeoh.

[image: An aerial view of the Chao Phraya River in Bangkok. (File photo: Patipat Janthong)]
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"We've had 148 years of perfecting this. We will celebrate our 150th anniversary in 2026," said Anthony Tyler, general manager of Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok. "So, we built up a team of dedicated colleagues who come to work every day to delight our guests and give their best. And I think that's what is rewarded in these awards."

But the hotel ranked No. 1 on the World's 50 Best list, Capella Bangkok, missed out on the top ranking from Michelin. Instead, it got two keys. 

Tourism remains a key driver for Thailand's economy, and the Michelin ranking could help bring in substantial benefits for the hotel and hospitality sector. Meanwhile, Bangkok's fine dining scene has also become a draw for visitors.

Dick Simarro, vice president of hotel operations at SALA Hospitality Group whose SALA Samui Choengmon Beach secured two Michelin keys, reflected on Michelin's impact on the restaurant industry: "Hopefully it'll have the same or similar effect for the hospitality industry as a whole."

For now, Thailand is on track to meet its target of hosting 36.7 million tourists this year and generate 2 trillion baht in revenue. Arrivals have totalled almost 25 million so far this year, up 31% from a year earlier.

"Our mission is to attract tourists in destinations that we think are really worth it. Thailand is one of them, and we want to attract discerning travellers who are going to spend money in the country, who are going to be guided towards exceptional places," said Michelin's Boucher. She said that the key rankings are not a joint initiative with the Thai government.

The Thai Hotels Association (THA) reported a 62% occupancy rate in August, though this is expected to drop to 50% in September, a typically slower period for tourism.

Below are Michelin's Three Key winners in Thailand:


	Mandarin Oriental Bangkok

	The Siam, Bangkok

	Four Seasons Resort Chiang Mai

	Soneva Kiri, Trat

	Samujana Villas, Koh Samui

	Phulay Bay, A Ritz-Carlton Reserve, Krabi

	Amanpuri, Phuket

	Keemala, Phuket



Earlier report: Michelin Hotels announces first keys
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                                A House of Representatives committee on higher education, science, research and innovation and the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) have vowed to fully support the printed circuit board (PCB) sector as the core of the country's digital transformation.
PCB exports total 150 billion baht per year, accounting for roughly 4% of the global market value of 3 trillion baht.

The global PCB market is projected to expand by an additional 530 billion baht in 2026, benefiting the local sector, said Takorn Tantasith, chairman of the advisory board to the House committee.

He said PCBs are the backbone of many types of electronics and information technology, including communication devices, smart vehicles, medical devices, artificial intelligence (AI) servers and satellite signal transmitters.

The PCB industry plays a significant role in developing Thailand into a digital realm and a digital economy. The promotion of PCBs is a key factor in the production of electronic devices and information technology, Mr Takorn said at a seminar on the PCB sector recently held by Matichon Group.

He said the committee's role is to promote and develop the country's research, science and innovation ecosystem to enhance Thailand's competitiveness in the global market.

Mr Takorn said the cabinet's policy announcement to parliament on Sept 12 reiterated focusing on the PCB sector to further develop the digital economy.

He said the Board of Investment, the Eastern Economic Corridor and the NBTC have played important roles in supporting various privileges and frequency allocation to encourage foreign investors to open more PCB factories in Thailand.

"If Thailand can attract 50 more foreign investors to this sector, the market share of Thai PCBs in the global market would increase to 10-15%, or roughly 300 billion baht per year, making Thailand No.4 in the world after China, South Korea and Japan," he said.

Mr Takorn said the PCB industry could generate four important benefits.

Firstly, it would create jobs and employment of high skilled labour because the PCB industry is a source of employment for a large number of workers, roughly 120,000, ranging from production workers and engineers to researchers, especially workers with technological skills.

Secondly, it would help prepare Thais to have high skills to work in modern industries that are in high demand, creating opportunities for the new generation to have stable careers.

Thirdly, it would drive sustainable economic growth and create income distribution.

Fourthly, it would create innovations and technologies for a better quality of life.

NBTC chairman Dr Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck said the main challenge for the local PCB industry is to increase the amount of skilled labour to develop PCB hardware and software.

Dr Sarana said the market value in 2023 for telephone signal receivers grew by about 15%, landline or fixed line devices grew by 14% and mobile phones grew by 15%, while wireless devices and switchboards had a market value of 35 billion baht.

"The value of the telecom market is 240 billion baht, and the market will benefit from the development of our own PCB sector," he said.

Dr Sarana said the recent government policy announcement noted that the US and China both like to do business with Thailand. If those two nations do not get along, Thailand can benefit if manufacturers relocate their production bases here, he said.

Trairat Viriyasirikul, acting secretary-general of the NBTC, said the 5G wireless broadband infrastructure currently covers about 90% of the population.

Therefore, it is not difficult to bring information and communication technology (ICT), AI or Internet of Things technologies to support the PCB industry.

According to the International Telecommunication Union, Thailand's ICT growth index in 2024 rose from 88% to 91%, he added.
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                                The flow of Chinese tourists during the Golden Week holiday next week might be weaker than expected as a strong baht and the mainland's sluggish economy limit tourist expenditure, while other foreign arrivals start to bargain for lower services prices.
Thanet Supornsahasrungsi, president of the Association of Chonburi Tourism Federation, said if the baht continues to appreciate against most currencies, it will be bad for tourism.

Mr Thanet said some travel agents are already asking for discounts from Thai operators, mostly attributed to the stronger baht, as hotels charge them in the local currency.

He said for Pattaya hotels, there's been no large uptick in forward bookings for the Chinese market during Golden Week, running from Oct 1-7.

More tourists prefer to book at the last minute, while the number of tour groups has dwindled, said Mr Thanet.

Suksit Suvunditkul, president of the southern chapter of the Thai Hotels Association, said Golden Week in Phuket is typically not as busy as Chinese New Year because October is the low season for the island.

Although China has been a top feeder market for Phuket, bookings for the upcoming holiday have not significantly surged, said Mr Suksit.

He said most hotels welcome mixed markets, including domestic tourists, Asian and long-haul travellers.

According to online travel platform Agoda, international accommodation searches by Chinese travellers increased by 137% year-on-year for the Golden Week.

Even though Bangkok maintained its position in the top five, the capital was overtaken by Bali this year.

A source from a large inbound tour operator who requested anonymity said the Chinese market during Golden Week should improve from last year, but will not be as robust as expected.

China's sluggish economy is impacting tourists' travel budgets, said the source. Beijing cut civil servants' salaries, while the troubled real estate segment is still denting the economy.

The source estimated Thailand will welcome around 30,000 daily arrivals from China during the upcoming holiday, lower than the 40,000 daily arrivals in 2019.

The source said the overall Chinese market this year is expected at 7.5 million, but their expenditure would remain flat.

The baht surging to a 19-month high against the dollar and appreciation over other Asian currencies worries operators.

The strong baht will be another factor affecting Chinese spending sentiment, said the source.

"Tourists may see Thailand as a less valuable destination and opt for other destinations, such as Japan," the source said.

The government should be more active in boosting Chinese and other foreign markets as the exchange rate and strong competition could impact the upcoming high season, said the source.
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        BoT ought to revise exchange rate policy
        This is not the usual time slot for my article. My articles are usually published every other Thursday. The next one was for Oct 3. However, I feel that the "too strong" Thai baht requires immediate attention.

      

      
        Welcome ethics move
        In a compromise, the ruling Pheu Thai Party has pledged to refrain from amending the charter governing ethical standards for political officeholders. Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai said on Tuesday the party wants to listen to its coalition partners. Among them, the Bhumjaithai Party openly disagreed with Pheu Thai on the issue.

      

      
        137 years of Japanese-Thai ties
        Today marks the 137th anniversary of the signing of the "Declaration of Amity and Commerce between Japan and Siam", which established modern diplomatic relations between the two countries.

      

      
        Let's give a hip hippo hooray for soft power!
        Every breath you take / Every move you make / Every step you take / The world is watching you.

      

      
        Wage hike stuck in limbo
        The national tripartite wage committee deferred its meeting again yesterday, derailing the Pheu Thai Party's flagship policy of raising the daily minimum wage to 400 baht nationwide by Oct 1.

      

      
        Being graft-free is good for business
        Risks of corruption and bribery are key factors that multinational companies take into account when deciding to invest money or conduct business in Thailand. Early this month, a well-known US-based company selling farm and construction equipment paid $10 million (329 million baht) to settle charges from the US Securities and Exchange Commission after its Thai subsidiary was found bribing...

      

      
        Extreme heat hits women hardest
        Climate shocks -- from heat waves to droughts, floods to wildfires -- often hit women the hardest. New research published this May in The Lancet found that even in wealthy European countries, women died at nearly twice the rate as men from extreme heat over the last two decades. Marcos Quijal, one of the report's authors, said the findings "reflect a global trend".

      

      
        We don't need to kill animals for food
        A bit behind the curve (it was first posted last April), I have stumbled across "The New York Declaration on Animal Consciousness".

      

      
        Former Merkel rival aims to become chancellor
        Squeezed out of top-level politics by his arch-party rival Angela Merkel more than two decades ago, Friedrich Merz is on course to land his first-ever government job as Germany's next chancellor. The conservative Christian Democrat Party (CDU) and its Bavarian sister party, which together are topping nationwide polls, last Tuesday agreed to nominate Mr Merz, 68, as candidate for chancellor in...

      

      
        Can Thailand lead reboot of the Asia Cooperation Dialogue?
        In 2002, Thailand brought together major Asian nations to form the Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD). It was a bold and visionary move to create a powerful platform to foster pan-Asian economic integration after the 1997 Asia financial crisis or the Tom Yum Kung crisis.
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																This is not the usual time slot for my article. My articles are usually published every other Thursday. The next one was for Oct 3. However, I feel that the "too strong" Thai baht requires immediate attention.
The baht drew attention when it strengthened beyond 33 baht per dollar last weekend. Just a week before, when the baht went below 33.2 baht per dollar, I was asked whether the currency would pass the 33 baht mark. My answer was "unlikely".

The answer was based on the information that most currency analysts opined that the US dollar would rise about 1% after the Fed cut rates. Consequently, the Thai baht would depreciate about 0.35 baht per dollar. I could not be more wrong.

The first wrong point is that the US dollar lost 0.5% of its value instead of rising 1.0% as analysts expected. Maybe it was because the Fed cut the rate by 50 basis points, not 25, and said there could be further heavy cuts in the future.

The second wrong point is that the Thai baht did not appreciate 0.5% against the dollar as usual. There must be speculative inflow into the baht, causing the currency to strengthen 0.9% compared to the dollar.

Many will ask what the big deal is about the baht strengthening beyond 33 baht per dollar? I would not waste my time writing a special article on a lazy Sunday morning because the Thai baht was only 0.4% stronger than the US dollar. The over-appreciation of the baht has been a long-term trend that has hurt our exports and the services sector.

Let's look at the Thai baht's competitiveness compared to our trading partners over the last year.

The baht strengthened 8.9% against the US dollar; 5.63% against the Chinese yuan; 6.19% against the Japanese yen; 10.84% against the Vietnamese dong; 10.68% against the Indonesian rupiah; and 3.31% against the Singapore dollar.

No wonder our exports declined over the year. Recent export growth, especially the robust 15.3% in July, could be mainly due to the re-exporting of Chinese products through Thailand to bypass trade barriers in the US and Europe. It might not be a coincidence that imports from China rose by an average of 10% from January to July, compared to an average growth of 0.6% last year. Shockingly, Chinese imports increased 24.4% in July.

The Bank of Thailand (BoT) might argue it has been closely monitoring the Thai baht by stabilising Nominal and Real Effective Exchange Rates (NEER and REER), not currency by currency.

On that principle, the bank has been doing a great job as the Thai baht has depreciated by 1.4% in REER terms and deeply depreciated by 3.6% in NEER terms since January of this year. Exporter competitiveness is, therefore, enhanced and has not deteriorated.

Do readers understand anything in the above paragraph? No? I am not surprised. Just technical jargon that only experienced economists would understand. Because no exporter or importer trades with NEER and REER. They trade with real currencies.

When the baht appreciates from 36 baht to the dollar to 33 baht per dollar, Thai exporters cannot sell as their products are 9% more expensive in the American market.

Meanwhile, the Vietnamese dong depreciates 1.3% against the dollar over the year, making Vietnamese products cheaper for Americans. Thai products vs Vietnamese products are now priced 10.3% apart. Naturally, US orders go to Vietnam.

I will reveal a secret on how the BoT is able to keep NEER and REER on track. It is an old fashion method of market intervention. The BoT bought up $5.8 billion in July, $6 billion in August, and $2.6 billion in the first half of September. Unfortunately, this method is only effective in textbooks as the market force is much larger than any central bank can handle, particularly the BoT.

The danger of this method is that foreign speculators would be loaded with Thai baht that the BoT used to purchase dollars from them. One unfortunate day, speculators can use the baht to attack our currency -- much like what happened in 1997.

The real, cruel world does not care about NEER and REER. Some 16.8% of our exports goes to the US and 11.8% goes to China (not including Chinese tourist spending). The BoT might be better off focusing on these two currencies rather than stabilising NEER and REER.

The big question is, without tracking NEER and REER, what "correct" rate should the baht be set at?

After all, Thailand has adopted a flexible exchange rate regime since 1997. Exchange rates would be determined by the market, not set by the BoT. Our central bank only intervenes when it feels that demand or supply is excessive.

On this point, I might be able to help.

My PhD dissertation was about "calculating an equilibrium exchange rate". The research paper might be almost 40 years old but the concept is still valid. The "correct" or "equilibrium" value of the Thai baht per US dollar is in the neighbourhood of 36.28 baht per dollar.

The exchange rate of 36.28 baht per dollar happened in July this year, and the rate was able to balance our current account. The BoT, if it believes in the conclusion from my 40-year-old dissertation, might want to start from this value.

For the BoT's use, NEER was 118.81, and REER was 101.05 in July 2024.

Also from my dissertation, the equilibrium exchange rate is not a fixed, single figure like 36.28 baht per dollar for all occasions. But rather, a dynamic figure changing with the economic environment. For the morning of Sunday Sept 22, the equilibrium value of Thai baht per US dollar was 35.02. The market rate of 32.93 baht per dollar was clearly overvalued.

If the BoT should want to see the (current) rate of 32.93 baht/dollar closer to 35.02 baht/dollar, how to do it? The country is no longer in the era of a fixed exchange rate regime or even a managed float regime where the official rate can be announced.

The textbook recommendation is to lower the domestic interest rate, the so-called Interest Rate Parity theory.

That is unlikely to work, as the Bank of Indonesia tried that and failed. This confirms that speculative forces can overpower a central bank.

The Bank of Indonesia lowered its interest rate by 25 basis points hours before the Fed announced its decision. The result is in contrast with the textbook. The Indonesian rupiah appreciated 1.64%, which is stronger than the Thai baht's appreciation of 0.9%.

To stop the baht strengthening, the BoT has to look at much stronger tools than short-term interventions or minor interest rate adjustments. My suggestion is to encourage the repayment of foreign debt. As of Q1/2024, Thai banks had $30.9 billion and Thai corporates had $122.8 billion in foreign debt.

The two combined is equivalent to 64.1% of our gross international reserve. That is a threat to Thailand's long-term stability. It would be wise to reduce such risk.

Economic theories are to be respected. But greed and modern financial tools like electronic transfers, leveraging, buying/selling long/short, derivatives, cryptocurrencies, and AI-assisted trading force macro-economic policymakers like the BoT to become more flexible and think out of the box.

Most importantly, not many countries are good boys and behave according to textbooks. That's all I have to say.

By the way, the Oct 3 article will be on schedule. This one is not to be missed.
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																In a compromise, the ruling Pheu Thai Party has pledged to refrain from amending the charter governing ethical standards for political officeholders. Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai said on Tuesday the party wants to listen to its coalition partners. Among them, the Bhumjaithai Party openly disagreed with Pheu Thai on the issue.
Pheu Thai has made the right move in backpedalling. The timing is not right. The government should focus on urgent matters, like the cost of living and mitigation of flood effects, for instance, rather than issues such as officeholders' ethics, that could be seen as self-serving.

It was only last week that Pheu Thai submitted a six-point proposal for charter amendments by section to the House of Representatives because it is faster and avoids the costly public referendum process.

Essentially, Pheu Thai's proposals called for a change in the judicial checks-and-balances mechanism at the Constitutional Court, the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC), and the law on political parties.

Ethics is at the heart of the 2017 military-sponsored charter -- a charter nicknamed "The Prab Koeng version," which means cheat-buster in the local language. It requires political officeholders to possess higher ethical standards.

That means coalition parties must use a microscopic lens and a fine filter to check the qualifications of cabinet members. Opponents of such rigid requirements have criticised it for causing delays in the cabinet's formation.

Pheu Thai sought an amendment regarding the ethics of cabinet ministers who, under Section 160, must not have committed any severe "violations of ethics" for political officeholders such as the prime minister.

Former prime minister Srettha Thavisin was removed from office in August under Section 160, over his appointment of ex-convict Pichit Chuenban, who was found involved in bribery, as a cabinet minister.

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra will face more judicial scrutiny, as petitioners have lodged complaints asking the Election Commission to examine her ethical standards.

Pheu Thai suggested the "ethical standard" definition in Section 160 should be more legally precise. Their proposal said ministers must not engage in actions that "clearly indicate they are dishonest" and they must not be persons currently being tried in the Supreme Court or appealing against jail terms in the appeal and supreme courts.

Another crucial proposal by Pheu Thai concerns Section 211, which involves the voting criteria of nine jurists in the Constitutional Court. The current charter uses a simple majority of five against four. Pheu Thai proposes the threshold be two-thirds.

In addition, the proposal pushes for changes to Section 235, which involves the authority of the NACC regarding unusually wealthy MPs who are to be stripped of the right to contest elections for five years, not 10 years, and whose right to vote should remain.

Understandably, the proposed charter amendments have been perceived as a conflict of interest, which would make the party and its leader vulnerable. That does not mean the military-sponsored charter does not contain serious flaws.

Indeed, its content is a source of political conflict and needs amendment.

However, Pheu Thai, as the ruling party, must ensure that the amendment process is transparent, inclusive, and free of conflict of interests so that it will not lead to another political crisis.
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																Today marks the 137th anniversary of the signing of the "Declaration of Amity and Commerce between Japan and Siam", which established modern diplomatic relations between the two countries.
The relationship between our two countries began more than 600 years ago with exchanges between the Ryukyu Kingdom and the Ayutthaya Dynasty, and since the formal establishment of diplomatic relations by the above-mentioned Declaration in 1887, our two countries have deepened our relationship of trust and cooperation.

The two countries have supported, cooperated, and conducted exchanges with each other in many fields, including economy, trade, culture, education, science and technology. As a result, a deep friendship has developed between the people of Japan and Thailand, and there is mutual understanding and respect for each other's culture.

In the economic field, Japan and Thailand have established a close partnership and contributed to each other's economic development. In particular, over the past 40 years, Japanese direct investment in Thailand has reached a cumulative total of approximately 4 trillion baht, contributing to Thailand's economic growth in a wide range of fields.

In addition, the Japanese Chamber of Commerce, Bangkok (JCC) celebrates its 70th anniversary this year, and we hope that Japanese companies will continue to expand and deepen their partnership with Thailand.

In addition, 2024 marks the 70th anniversary of Japan's Official Development Assistance (ODA) to Thailand. Japan's ODA has contributed greatly to Thailand's economic development and social infrastructure improvement. In particular, Japan's ODA in the areas of education, health, environment, and infrastructure development has contributed to Thailand's sustainable growth and improvement of people's lives.

Moreover, the Thai KOSEN project, which was launched in 2019, celebrated the graduation of its first class of students this year, and should continue to send out highly skilled human resources to Thai and industrial businesses in the future.

In addition, Expo2025, Osaka, Kansai, the next World Expo, will be held from April to October 2025. Expo2025 will be a place where participants from all over the world can gather and think together about the future under the theme "Designing Future Society for Our Lives". Thailand will have a pavilion at the Expo under the theme "Thailand Empowering Lives for Greatest Happiness", and we hope that this will be an opportunity for both countries to further revitalise exchanges and create new value for the realisation of a sustainable society.

In terms of culture, Japan and Thailand have much in common. Both countries have a rich cultural heritage, and both cherish their history while promoting new cultural exchanges in the modern era.

The Japan Foundation (JF) Bangkok Office is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year, and we will promote the further deepening of friendly relations between Japan and Thailand through exchanges at the younger-generation level through education, culture, and sports, all of which will be important in the future.

Japan and Thailand share common challenges, such as economic revitalisation and ageing populations, but Japan will continue to support Thailand's development and prosperity while building an ever-closer cooperative relationship between our two countries. We fully support Thailand's efforts to strengthen democracy and economic growth under the new administration in the hope of building a brighter future together.

As we approach these important milestones, we reflect on the longstanding friendship between Japan and Thailand and will continue our efforts to further strengthen this relationship.

As we enter a new era, I sincerely hope that our two countries will continue to work together to meet the challenges of the future.



Otaka Masato is Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to the Kingdom of Thailand.
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									Let's give a hip hippo hooray for soft power!								
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																Every breath you take / Every move you make / Every step you take / The world is watching you.
This play on the hit song by English rock band The Police seems fitting for Moo Deng, the cute baby hippo who has become one of Thailand's most famous figures in recent weeks while garnering international fame and popularity. Arguably, to the extent of overshadowing our new Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra.

Our beloved Moo Deng has added to Thailand's lustre even though she's less than three months old, whereas Ms Paetongtarn is 38 and has been a political celebrity for years as the daughter of former premier Thaksin.

The pygmy hippo already commands a huge following and gets invitations, local and abroad, one after another. She has even been seen in the arms of the Mona Lisa at the Louvre in Paris.

One day, she appeared on the turf at Northwest Stadium, home of the NFL team, the Washington Commanders, in the United States. Another, she was spotted at the Allianz Arena in Munich, Germany, watching FC Bayern rout Dinamo Zagreb in the opener of the Uefa Champions League.

"Moo Deng also watched Bayern Munich yesterday," the club wrote in a post on its X account last week.

In fact, it could be said Moo Deng is using her phenomenal popularity to teach Ms Paetongtarn some lessons about soft power.

The prime minister is very keen to promote Thailand's soft power. That was reflected in the government's policy statement read out in a joint parliamentary sitting the other day.

Ms Paetongtarn mentioned that word 13 times in her 83-page statement. "The government will promote the elevation of Thai wisdom as a creative culture to advance the nation's soft power," she declared.

Her enthusiasm began last year when she was preparing to serve as a government leader while then-PM Srettha Thavisin was at Government House, as she was in charge of this policy.

Soft power has proved its worthiness and success in countries like the United States, South Korea and Japan through music, films, TV series, tourism and food. Thailand is a latecomer but this country always thinks big.

And as a new soft power player, the government wants to stun the world and Joseph Nye, the US scholar who coined this term, by boldly trying to equip every corner of the country with it. Ms Paetongtarn has named it the "One Family, One Soft Power" scheme.

She didn't go deep into detail on that grand idea, only saying in parliament that a centre would be set up in every locality to promote creative design and culture to achieve this goal. There is no exact data on how many families there are in Thailand. But if the number of households is used as a rough parameter, it's almost 23 million, according to a survey by the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission. That means the country will have 23 million projects, or other things related to soft power, under her tenure. That is a gigantic challenge no other world leader dare dream of.

While Ms Paetongtarn and her cabinet members boast of soft culture, Moo Deng leads by example. She continues to make people love, admire, and talk about her, and even travel from afar to meet her in person at her birthplace. This perfectly fits what the prime minister is striving for. Soft power can make money and promote tourism, among other planned achievements.

And those guiding Moo Deng know all too well that successful soft power requires plenty of eye-catching content, not press conferences. Moreover, it must be executed quietly and humbly, as South Korea and Japan have shown.

Exporting soft power to other countries is not easy and policymakers should bear in mind the issue is highly sensitive, at least in the case of Thailand as neighbouring countries may fear cultural domination.

Laos once limited the number of "foreign" songs played each night at all entertainment venues to preserve its culture and prevent those from Thailand from intruding. The old Thai embassy in Phnom Penh was burnt down by Cambodians in 2003 because of fake news that a Thai actress had said the highly respected Angkor Wat in Siem Reap belonged to Thailand. Some of our neighbours even claim Muay Thai is not truly or exclusively Thai. They maintain it's also played in their countries and should just be called kickboxing.

These examples show how everything about soft power must be handled with care.

Ms Paetongtarn recently appointed a group of gurus to help her navigate policies. It may not be a bad idea to appoint Moo Deng as an adviser to instruct her cabinet on how to make soft power work, with no need to mention "soft power" at all.

After all, that little cutie at Khao Kheow Open Zoo is Thailand's real soft power guru.

Saritdet Marukatat is a Bangkok Post columnist.
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									Wage hike stuck in limbo								
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																The national tripartite wage committee deferred its meeting again yesterday, derailing the Pheu Thai Party's flagship policy of raising the daily minimum wage to 400 baht nationwide by Oct 1.
It must be said that the wage committee's meeting postponement -- the third in a matter of a week -- is unusual. Of course, the 15 members of the tripartite panel have always been in conflict, but they never deliberately skipped meetings like they did this past week.

The large daily wage hike during Yingluck Shinawatra's administration a decade ago was smoother.

What is happening with the wage committee should indicate to the government and elected politicians in public offices that a fair daily wage policy needs to be actively driven.

Theoretically, the tripartite committee -- comprising employers, employees, and government representatives -- must mutually agree on daily wages based on a calculation formula reflecting the country's economic health.

However, politicians can make the final call, and such political will is always good if economic conditions are suitable.

Raising the daily wage is benevolent and should be done as long as economic conditions permit. It should not be done so that some politicians can realise their electoral promises or placate disgruntled voters.

The problem is politicians often use the daily wage policy to solve bread-and-butter issues without upgrading the economy to be sustainable and competitive.

After raising the daily wage, every government has promised to raise the research and development budget, improve trade regulations, or help upskill labour and add value to Thai brands. Therefore, employers and businesses should be able to sell more and pay their employees much better.

The reality proves they failed in this matter.

In terms of manufacturing, foreign companies can start to migrate to neighbouring countries where labour costs are cheaper.

On labour supply, promises made by every government to improve labour skills always remain as lip service.

In terms of products, Thai manufacturers are trapped in cheap labour production and cannot catch up in making innovative or green products that rich importing nations want.

Meanwhile, small and medium-sized manufacturers are hardest hit by cheap imports.

Indeed, Thailand's industries are facing an existential crisis, and the big question is what the future of them will be.

Governments have only offered small business tax reductions and reduced employer contributions to the Social Security Fund. Meanwhile, governments use daily wage policies for low-income workers and provide subsidies for utility bills.

Now, Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra's administration has the opportunity to truly reform the government's daily wage policy, and it must do so.

Ms Paetongtarn can begin by listening to opinions from all stakeholders, adopting sustainable policies, and awarding skilled labour and competitiveness.

Apart from raising wages, she can also steer the government in reforming welfare, such as providing low housing services, better education, and good and decent transport to improve people's living conditions.

But for starters, the young PM might be able to make her own mark by crafting a real, sustainable daily wage policy.
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									Being graft-free is good for business								
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																Risks of corruption and bribery are key factors that multinational companies take into account when deciding to invest money or conduct business in Thailand. Early this month, a well-known US-based company selling farm and construction equipment paid $10 million (329 million baht) to settle charges from the US Securities and Exchange Commission after its Thai subsidiary was found bribing government officials to secure procurement contracts from the Department of Highways (DoH) and the Department of Rural Roads (DRR).
This case underscores the dual-edged nature of bribery: while it may offer immediate business advantages, it also exposes companies to significant legal liabilities, particularly in jurisdictions like the United States, where anti-bribery laws such as the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) are stringently enforced.

The central question is: How can Thailand mitigate these risks while continuing to attract foreign investment?

Over the past year, official Thai representatives have been negotiating the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) with partner countries. One related provision is Pillar 4 of the framework, known as the "fair economy" pillar, which aims to create a level playing field for investment by promoting government transparency and enhancing economic competition. IPEF Pillar 4 will focus on two key areas -- the first is anti-corruption/anti-money laundering, and the second is transparent corporate tax collection.

In this respect, a successful campaign to eliminate transnational bribery would enhance fair competition in Thailand, enticing multinational companies to invest here. Businesses would no longer need to resort to bribery to gain an advantage; instead, they would compete based on innovation and service quality.

Meanwhile, countries would no longer compete in tax-cutting to attract foreign investment and instead focus on creating solid regulations and infrastructure conducive to sustainable business growth.

We have emphasised that Thailand still needs to improve its anti-corruption and anti-money laundering laws to meet international standards. Key areas that need the most focus are measures to identify the "ultimate beneficial owner" of corporate entities.

Another recommendation is new legal frameworks for "deferred prosecution agreements", allowing corruption cases to be settled through fines rather than costly criminal proceedings, similar to the US model for handling cross-border bribery.

Legal reforming is not enough; Thailand requires enhanced financial intelligence capabilities. International cooperation in gathering evidence and tracing financial flows in cross-border bribery cases would be crucial in recovering assets transferred abroad.

Asset recovery has proven challenging for Thailand. A lone notable success was the recovery of 10 million baht in 2013 from a kickback scheme linked to the organisation of the 2002-2007 Bangkok International Film Festival.

However, legal means cannot reach other high-profile corruption cases, such as money that has been laundered or moved outside the country. As such, improved access to financial data from partner countries under IPEF Pillar 4 would benefit Thailand's ongoing efforts to combat corruption and money laundering.

IPEF Pillar 4, which will enter into force in the near future, will not impose new obligations on Thailand. Instead, it will leverage existing international conventions or cooperation frameworks Thailand has already endorsed.

The agreement provides technical support to Thai government agencies such as the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) and the Anti-Money Laundering Office (Amlo). Both agencies must reform regulations to align with international standards such as the United Nations Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC), the OECD's Anti-Bribery Convention, and the Financial Action Task Force (FATF)'s anti-money laundering standards.

Another key component of Pillar 4 is its alignment with global tax reform. Thailand has committed to the OECD's Global Forum, which mandates the exchange of tax information among signatory governments, and to the OECD's Two-Pillar Solution, which includes a global minimum effective corporate tax rate of 15%, agreed upon by more than 140 countries.

This reform will ensure that multinational companies compete on innovation rather than exploiting tax loopholes. It also reduces the need for countries to engage in harmful tax competition to attract investment. For Thailand, this marks a strategic shift. Currently, the country relies heavily on tax incentives through the Board of Investment (BOI) to lure foreign capital.

With the implementation of new tax reforms, BOI incentives will be limited. Consequently, Thailand will need to use new strategies, such as providing investment grants and making it more convenient to conduct business to attract foreign investors. This creates an opportunity to encourage innovation and long-term growth rather than reliance on tax breaks or under-the-table deals.

There have been no major obstacles preventing Thailand's Revenue Department from complying with international tax frameworks, as it is already well-prepared. IPEF Pillar 4 will support the department in updating and enforcing tax regulations to align with OECD standards. Furthermore, some details of the tax cooperation frameworks are still being negotiated, meaning there will be no immediate impact on Thailand.

Overall, IPEF Pillar 4 will create opportunities and support for Thailand to step up efforts to tackle cross-border corruption and bribery, both longstanding issues that have long elevated business and investment risks in the country. It will also help Thailand improve its corporate tax laws and measures to make them more transparent and efficient.

All of these are necessary steps for Thailand to align with the international standards it has already signed up for. The framework, therefore, does not impose new obligations but rather supports Thailand in its ongoing reforms.

Moreover, the regulatory reforms discussed here are essential elements in Thailand's evaluation process for potential OECD membership, which could be a significant achievement for the government. IPEF Pillar 4 can accelerate the reform process and ensure Thailand remains an attractive destination for international business.

Bhumpat Ngamyingsanga is a researcher and Tippatrai Saelawong is a Senior Researcher at Thailand development research institute (TDRI). Policy analyses from the TDRI appear in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays.
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									Extreme heat hits women hardest								
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																Climate shocks -- from heat waves to droughts, floods to wildfires -- often hit women the hardest. New research published this May in The Lancet found that even in wealthy European countries, women died at nearly twice the rate as men from extreme heat over the last two decades. Marcos Quijal, one of the report's authors, said the findings "reflect a global trend".
In July, as heat records accumulated, causing even more deaths and economic damage, United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres called for international action to address what he described as our "global boiling". But protecting vulnerable communities from extreme heat requires deep commitment and significant funding, both of which seem to be in short supply.

The flow of climate finance has traditionally been skewed toward emissions-reduction efforts and clean-energy projects because adaptation measures are viewed as being too location-specific and hard to scale, as well as generating low returns. The UN Environment Programme's 2023 Adaptation Gap Report found that climate-finance flows in 2021 amounted to only about one-tenth of the estimated $215-387 billion per year that developing countries need to meet their adaptation needs.

Philanthropic foundations, however, are catalysing investment by showing that adaptation is more scalable than previously thought. This summer, Climate Resilience for All, a global NGO focused on helping climate-vulnerable women build resilience, partnered with the Self-Employed Women's Association (SEWA), a trade union for informal workers in India, and local insurance companies Swiss Re and ICICI Lombard. These public- and private-sector groups teamed up with philanthropies to buy low-cost heat-wave insurance for 50,000 members across 22 districts. As temperatures soared above 46C, every woman received a pay-out, averaging $12.38 per person.

For women with strenuous and precarious jobs, the money was crucial for weathering the extreme heat. It helped them feed their families and pay their children's school fees when they couldn't work, restock their shelves as perishables spoiled faster, and pay for treatment of heat-related injuries and illness. Such an intervention may seem trivial, but it is enough to protect vulnerable individuals from being driven into poverty by climate shocks.

"I enrolled 350 members. When they got INR400 [just under $5], they said it was like INR4,000, as it came at a critical time of life. Some women repaid debts, others paid for their children's education and bought fresh goods," reported Sarojben, a grassroots leader of SEWA.

This pioneering insurance scheme is adaptation at its best: directly reaching those most in need when they need support the most. It is scalable and delivers significant social and economic benefits, enabling women to move up the development ladder and put themselves and their families on firmer financial footing.

Globally, women -- including the leaders of SEWA, Climate Resilience for All, and many other organizations -- have some of the best ideas for minimising the effects of climate change, often based on their practical experience. Moreover, many of these solutions can be deployed at scale. But helping millions more women protect their livelihoods and their health in the face of unrelenting heat requires more funding.

Philanthropy is a start. As leaders of two of the world's largest climate foundations, we are aware of the important role it plays in encouraging climate crisis solutions. Unlike other investors, philanthropies can pursue and test innovative initiatives such as heat insurance and solar-reflective cool roofs. And this type of work is expanding: At the UN Climate Change Conference in Dubai, we came together with other philanthropies to launch the Adaptation and Resilience Funder Collaborative. In July, in response to Mr Guterres's call to action, this group of climate-, development-, and health-focused foundations committed an initial investment of $50 million to support adaptation measures.

But such an investment, while important, is a drop in the ocean compared to the adaptation-finance gap. All stakeholders, including governments, the private sector, civil society organisations, and local communities, have a role to play in reducing the risks of extreme heat, protecting human health, and offering economic opportunities for everyone.

Building resilience to extreme heat is no easy feat, especially for the more than 500 million women in the informal economy. Innovative solutions such as heat insurance do exist, but philanthropies, governments, and private investors must work together to scale them up faster to counter the effects of rapidly rising temperatures. The payoff will be worth it because boosting women's climate resilience benefits us all. (c)2024 Project Syndicate



Jess Ayers is CEO of Quadrature Climate Foundation. Helen Mountford is President and CEO of ClimateWorks Foundation.
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									We don't need to kill animals for food								
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																A bit behind the curve (it was first posted last April), I have stumbled across "The New York Declaration on Animal Consciousness".
It is a brave attempt by a coalition of 40 prominent scientists in relevant fields (evolutionary biology, neural science, psychology, etc.) to promote the idea that non-human animals are actually conscious.

Anybody who lives or works with animals assumes that they are conscious, but that's not how the science works.

Scientists' default assumption for centuries has been that only human beings are really conscious.

Until proven otherwise, other living things are just clockwork biological machines with no inner life.

If you are in the process of reducing most other animal life on the planet to subservience, as we were doing when we built our civilisation, this is a comforting opinion to hold.

What we are doing to the animals does not hurt them, because there's no "I" inside them that can feel pain or fear or loss.

Eight billion human beings, by weight, now account for 36% of the mammalian life on the land surface of the planet.

Our domesticated livestock, bred, raised, slaughtered and eaten by human beings, account for fully 60% of the total (and "wild" animals only for 4%).

So it is obviously preferable to see our animals as a non-conscious asset, not a vast slave empire.

This required a great shift in our viewpoint.

Human hunter-gatherers "knew" that animals were conscious and had rituals of apology when they killed them.

But the reassuring doctrine of human exceptionalism triumphed everywhere in the "civilised" world -- and the scientists, people of their time, just went along with it.

This was always wilful blindness.

It's perfectly true that we have no direct evidence for the consciousness of animals, but neither do we have any direct evidence for the consciousness of other human beings.

We simply assume the latter by observing their actions. Why would we not do the same with animals, at least as our default assumption?

Here's what "The New York Declaration on Animal Consciousness" says: "First, there is strong scientific support for attributions of conscious experience to other mammals and to birds".

For example, many species recognise themselves in mirrors and seem aware that the reflection is not a different animal but just an image of themselves.

"Second, the empirical evidence indicates at least a realistic possibility of conscious experience in all vertebrates [including reptiles, amphibians and fishes] and many invertebrates [including, at minimum, cephalopod molluscs, decapod crustaceans and insects]."

This is very bold, especially when it comes to creatures like flies, lobsters and octopus. But once again, the evidence of consciousness is there -- not conclusive, but strongly indicative.

And then comes the killer conclusion.

"Third, when there is a realistic possibility of conscious experience in an animal, it is irresponsible to ignore that possibility in decisions affecting that animal. We should consider welfare risks and use the evidence to inform our responses to these risks."

In other words, do not kill animals for food.

Happily, this may ultimately prove to be a less agonising moral dilemma than it seems.

The crisis in biodiversity, linked to the climate crisis and almost as grave, is going to impose its own priorities on the present system of food production.

In order to preserve the minimum biodiversity necessary for the long-term health of the biosphere, the human race must restore at least half the land currently used for growing crops to its original ecosystem functions over the next several generations.

Fortunately, a new technology is making that a realistic possibility.

Precision fermentation or "food from the sky" -- protein grown in vats from microbes that double their numbers every three hours given only hydrogen, carbon dioxide, water and light -- is already being produced in volume in Solar Food's prototype factory in Finland.

It requires a modest amount of energy, but it takes almost no land.

People may be disturbed by the microbial origins of this kind of food, but farm animals certainly won't mind eating it.

It will doubtless be a long and turbulent transition, but this is our best opportunity to repair our relationship with the biosphere.

In the long run, we might not even have to kill so many conscious entities.

Gwynne Dyer is an independent journalist whose articles are published in 45 countries. His latest book is 'Intervention Earth: Life-Saving Ideas from the World's Climate Engineers'. Last year's book, 'The Shortest History of War', is also still available.
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									Former Merkel rival aims to become chancellor								
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																Squeezed out of top-level politics by his arch-party rival Angela Merkel more than two decades ago, Friedrich Merz is on course to land his first-ever government job as Germany's next chancellor. The conservative Christian Democrat Party (CDU) and its Bavarian sister party, which together are topping nationwide polls, last Tuesday agreed to nominate Mr Merz, 68, as candidate for chancellor in next year's federal election.
A wealthy corporate lawyer who took a long hiatus from politics after losing a power struggle within the CDU to Ms Merkel in 2002, Mr Merz is widely considered a polar opposite in both style and policy to the woman who led Germany for 16 years. Where Ms Merkel was a consensus-driven, even-tempered pragmatist who shifted the CDU more towards the centre, Mr Merz is a brash and provocative economic liberal who advocates for a revival of Christian values and has pulled it back to the right since being elected CDU chief almost three years ago. He has been heard railing in recent months against Berlin's handling of migration -- marked by Ms Merkel's own open-door policy -- calling instead for asylum seekers to be turned away at German land borders.

A Catholic father-of-three, married to a judge, Mr Merz hopes to win back voters from the anti-migrant Alternative for Germany (AfD), which this month became the first far-right party to win a state election since World War II. In the process, though, he has made a series of populist statements -- such as accusing some Ukrainian refugees of "social welfare tourism" and the children of some Muslim immigrants of being "small pashas" with no respect for authority -- that CDU insiders fear could alienate more centrist voters. The conservative premier of North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany's most populous state, Hendrik Wuest, once considered a rival for the chancellor candidacy, earlier this year warned in a newspaper column the CDU should stick to Ms Merkel's "policies of modernity" rather than "scoring cheap points". In what his critics call a sign of his thin skin, Mr Merz, who towers over his opponents at nearly 2 metres tall, made an unusual public dig at Mr Wuest in response. "He is sensitive and quickly vexed, especially when he feels unjustly treated," said Jutta Falke-Ischinger, co-author of an unofficial biography on Mr Merz titled The Unyielding One. "He doesn't have much impulse control."

However, Falke-Ischinger said Mr Merz was more decisive than current Chancellor Olaf Scholz, who is accused of dithering by his opponents.

"He [Mr Merz] has an open ear for everything and everyone, is reliable; once he says something, he does it," she said.

Mr Merz, a protege of the late CDU grandee Wolfgang Schaeuble, clinched the job as party chief by dint of persistence and by appealing to grass-roots members frustrated with what they viewed as Ms Merkel's sellout of its core principles, said Alexander Clarkson, a lecturer for German studies at King's College London.

"But he does not have much deep support in the party and is one blunder away from coming under enormous internal pressure," he said. The conservatives, which scored their worst-ever result in the 2021 election, have since risen in polls to about 33%, although analysts say that is relatively modest given the unpopularity of Mr Scholz's fractious coalition.

Mr Merz, like Mr Scholz, has long languished in politician popularity rankings although his star has risen slightly of late.

"He lacks popularity, but maybe you don't need that in these times, but rather you need to show strength -- which he does," said a high-ranking CDU politician, speaking on condition of anonymity.

Mr Merz, who grew up in a small western town as the eldest son of a judge, was pushed out of his role as CDU parliamentary leader by Ms Merkel in 2002 and left the Bundestag in 2009 in order to pursue a successful business career. The amateur pilot, who disclosed in 2018 that he was earning about EU1 million (36.7 million baht) a year, has worked on the advisory and supervisory boards of several major companies, from Commerzbank to BASF. He was also chairman of the German arm of BlackRock, the world's biggest fund manager.

Critics accuse him of being out of touch with ordinary Germans and prone to representing the interests of corporate elites over the people. His decision to fly a private plane to the wedding of Finance Minister Christian Lindner in 2022 in a country wary of ostentation sparked controversy.

Supporters say his private sector experience can help him better understand how to reboot a stagnant economy.

Mr Merz, the author of the 2008 book Dare More Capitalism, has said he wants to reduce social benefits and taxes, particularly on companies. He also wants to simplify Germany's notoriously complex tax system; annual tax returns should be so simple you could write them on a beer mat, he once said.

The government should create more competitive conditions for all firms for example by lowering energy prices and foster innovation rather than certain sectors like e-mobility, according to Mr Merz, who long opposed Germany's exit from nuclear power.

Carsten Brzeski, global head of macro at ING Research, said the main problem with the proposals was that Mr Merz had not spelt out how he would finance them. "Merz's economic policy proposals all make sense but are typical opposition proposals and not yet constructive ideas for a next government," he said.

Mr Merz's fiscal conservatism, in particular his opposition to common European debt, could also put the brakes on ideas to boost EU growth, for example through higher public investment.

Still, Mr Merz, who started his political career as a European lawmaker, has described himself as a "a truly convinced European" and advocated for a closer union, in particular on defence and foreign policy. This and his more hawkish stance on both Russia and China arguably make him more aligned with French President Emmanuel Macron, whom he visited in Paris late last year, than Mr Scholz is, according to Eurasia Group. British World War II leader Winston Churchill is the politician who has marked him most, he says, other than Schaueble.

Mr Merz has also described himself as "a convinced transatlanticist", chairing the "Atlantic Bridge", a non-profit fostering US-German ties, for 10 years.

His ability to put into place any of his ideas will depend in part on his ability to form a coalition with the very three ruling parties he has now spent years attacking, given he -- like all leaders of mainstream parties -- has ruled out working with the AfD. "As chancellor, he might cater to that growing desire for politicians with clear convictions after the Merkel and Scholz years," said Carsten Nickel at political risk consultancy Teneo. "But German politics is all about compromise in the end, and that might be something that comes less naturally to Merz." Reuters

Sarah Marsh is chief correspondent for political coverage for Reuters in Berlin.
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									Can Thailand lead reboot of the Asia Cooperation Dialogue?								
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																In 2002, Thailand brought together major Asian nations to form the Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD). It was a bold and visionary move to create a powerful platform to foster pan-Asian economic integration after the 1997 Asia financial crisis or the Tom Yum Kung crisis.
However, the ACD has yet to live up to its potential in the more than two decades that have elapsed. The geopolitical landscape has shifted, demanding a proactive Asian role in global affairs, but the ACD has earned the reputation of being an Asian talk shop.

At the June ACD Foreign Ministers Meeting in Tehran, national leaders agreed to Thailand's proposal to serve as the ACD chair next year. As such, the Thai government now has an opportunity to revitalise the ACD.

But first, let us recall that the ACD was the brainchild of former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, the father of Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra. Akin to his political comeback in Thailand, the ACD will be high on the government's agenda.

Second, Ms Paetongtarn will participate in the 3rd ACD Leaders' Meeting in Doha, Qatar, on Oct 2-3. Her maiden appearance there could be a major turning point for her and the future of the ACD. As the region's youngest female prime minister and a representative of the founding nation, she is in a unique position to reinvigorate the ACD. That could explain why she opted for the ACD instead of attending the UN-sponsored Summit for Tomorrow in New York City last weekend.

Third, after the ACD function, she is scheduled to participate in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean)-related summits in Vientiane, Laos, from Oct 9 to 11. Her Asean colleagues would like to hear her insights and thoughts on Asean's direction.

While the ACD might have a talk shop image, the bloc keeps expanding. Currently, there are 35 member states. Among them are the 10 Asean member countries, Japan, South Korea, China, India, Russia, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Iran, and Afghanistan, to name but a few. The latest member is Palestine, which joined the bloc in 2019.

ACD is the first organisation of its kind to cover the entire Asian continent, which has roughly 4.2 billion people, including the world's most populous countries such as China, India, and Indonesia. This broad membership allows the ACD to serve as a forum for dialogue and cooperation among diverse nations. When Thailand hosted the 2nd ACD Leaders' Summit in Bangkok in 2016, its theme was "One Asia, Diverse Strengths".

However, given the present geopolitical reality, this theme could also be problematic.

For instance, at this critical juncture in the post-pandemic world, the ACD's powerful Asian countries are not in sync with one another in facing increasing superpower rivalry. This is a far cry from the past. When the economic crisis hit Asia, China and Japan played a leading role in setting up reserve funds to aid weaker economies, and it became the golden years of the so-called Asean+3.

Today, their achievements, including the Chiangmai Initiatives for Multilateralization, Asean+3 Emergency Rice Reserve and Asean Bond Market Initiatives, to name just a few, remain the hallmarks of their cooperation. Alien concepts such as decoupling, de-risking and friendshoring were unknown back then.

Today, China, Japan, and South Korea have different preferences and interests to reflect in their bilateral and collective relations. Therefore, the ACD's main objective should be to consolidate Asia on its terms, leveraging its diversity constructively to build resilience and cooperation across multiple sectors.

Notably, all-powerful Asian political and economic powers today belong to the ACD. In retrospect, the past two decades have largely been dominated by China's meteoric rise, which has often overshadowed pan-Asian efforts to foster cooperation among other Asian countries. Since 2002, the ACD foreign ministers have been meeting annually on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly to discuss regional projects and update their cooperation.

The ACD projects and activities are currently contained in the ACD Vision for Asia Cooperation 2030, which is aligned with the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

Individual ACD members have agreed to serve as prime movers to manage the cooperation on six key pillars: connectivity; science, technology and innovation; education and human resource development; interrelation of food, energy and water security; culture and tourism; and promoting approaches to inclusive and sustainable development. For instance, Thailand, Bhutan, Vietnam, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Kuwait are the prime movers on the latter pillar. But progress has been slow.

However, given the present geopolitical landscape, the upcoming Doha meeting could have a more assertive security tone despite the prevailing theme of sports diplomacy. Qatar hosted the successful World Cup in 2022 and has accorded high priority to the role of sport in empowering people, promoting cooperation, and enhancing people and security in the region. The Middle East crisis could top the agenda for discussion as the host has been active in the region's peace-making process.

To stay relevant, the ACD now has a permanent secretariat in Kuwait City with proper rules and procedures as well as the agreed guiding principles.

At the Tehran meeting in June, Thailand proposed several initiatives, such as the organisation of meetings in formal and retreat formats and a thematic conference on global architecture, as well as the establishment of an ACD fund.

Thai officials who are familiar with the ACD all agree that its potential is enormous, but it requires leadership and vision.

As such, the stakes are high for Thailand in fulfilling this trajectory. Ms Paetongtarn has a big responsibility if she wants to make her father's idea a force to be reckoned with. More specifically, she needs to show leadership, promote cooperation among the Asian nations and, most importantly, create a more balanced global order.

Under its helm, Thailand wants to maintain the comfort level among members and enhance collaboration between the ACD and other international organisations.

Furthermore, it hopes that it can lay a further foundation for the ACD to become a genuine policy dialogue forum that links Asian cooperation and transforms the continent into "a broader Asian community that is interdependent, promotes understanding, mutual trust and mutual interests and serves as a catalyst to find common solutions to global challenges". These lofty objectives were stated by the Thai chair back in Bangkok in 2016.

In addition, Thailand wants to see more cooperation between the members and the private sector under the ACD Connect Business Forum. The combined GDP of ACD countries is approximately US$60-70 trillion (2 to 2.3 quadrillion baht).

Therefore, more investment and trade among Asian nations will occur through strengthening supply chain resilience, including maritime and land connectivity. However, it still remains to be seen whether the ACD can be rebooted and usher in a new era in which it will be the signature of the Asian century.
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        Stay ahead, stay safe: Critical brain conditions to watch out for
        As we transition into an aging society, one of the biggest challenges for families with elderly members is dealing with the health issues that have accumulated over the years. While conditions like diabetes, high blood pressure, and high cholesterol are well-known, many are unaware of the increasing threat of degenerative brain disorders in the elderly.

      

      
        Bundle up in the latest fashion
        With the advent of the cool season, get ready for the autumn/winter collections of a few fashion houses.&nbsp;

      

      
        New movies out this week: Sept 26-Oct 2
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.&nbsp;

      

      
        Drugs, sex, baby oil: 'Freak-offs' at core of Sean 'Diddy' Combs' troubles
        NEW YORK - A woman and a male prostitute meet for sex in a luxury hotel suite that, in the government's telling, has been lit for filming and stocked with baby oil and drugs. Another man watches and sometimes captures the events on video. These sexual marathons, complete with a cleanup staff, sometimes went on for days.

      

      
        Pop-up exhibition blends art and nature
        The challenging rainy season will serve as one of the backdrops for Sac Gallery's pop-up group exhibition "In The Garden, Things We Found", which will take place at RCB Photographers' Gallery at River City Bangkok from Saturday to Oct 27.

      

      
        An invite to network and learn more about the future of APIs and AI
        Kong Inc and Bluebik Vulcan will host a meet-up tonight titled "Exploring The Future Of API Management &amp; AI" at the Bluebik Vulcan Office on Vibhavadi Rangsit Road. The event focuses on the evolving landscape of API management and artificial intelligence and promises to be an engaging exploration of the transformative power of APIs and AI in today's digital economy.

      

      
        Renaissance reimagined
        For the spring/summer 2025 collection, Sirivannavari invites you to its Renaissance Art Studio, blending artistic inspirations from Michelangelo's life-size marble sculptures to Botticelli's Birth Of Venus and shimmering mosaics. Emphasising sinuous curves, graphic lines and transparency, the collection reflects the contrasting elements in human nature -- fragility and strength.

      

      
        Hope Fair returns to Avani Sukhumvit
        The Hope Fair is holding another boutique pop-up market at the Ballroom, 7th floor of Avani Sukhumvit Bangkok, Sukhumvit Road, today from 11am to 8pm.

      

      
        A flavourful journey to Thai wellness
        Whether you're a seasoned foodie or a wellness seeker, the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) invites you to embark on an extraordinary journey with "Wellness On A Plate". Discover the magic of Thai cuisine in new light and in a place where delectable flavours meet unparalleled nutritional benefits.

      

      
        Phetchabun to host Um Phra Dam Nam Ceremony
        To preserve its distinct Buddhist tradition, the northern town of Phetchabun will host the Um Phra Dam Nam Ceremony from tomorrow until Oct 6 to commemorate the New Moon day of the 10th lunar month.
&nbsp;
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									Stay ahead, stay safe: Critical brain conditions to watch out for

									Human Resource Watch
								

								As we transition into an aging society, one of the biggest challenges for families with elderly members is dealing with the health issues that have accumulated over the years. While conditions like diabetes, high blood pressure, and high cholesterol are well-known, many are unaware of the increasing threat of degenerative brain disorders in the elderly.
								Understanding these conditions is crucial for early detection, prevention, and effective management. This article introduces you to three major brain health threats that seniors face and offers guidance on how to recognize and combat them.

The Silent Threat: Stroke   

The narrowing, blockage, or rupture of blood vessels in the brain causes a stroke, also known as a cerebrovascular accident (CVA), a life-threatening condition. When a stroke strikes, brain cells are rapidly damaged, leading to a loss of function in affected areas. Without immediate treatment, the consequences can be dire, ranging from death to permanent disability. Survivors may face severe challenges, such as slurred speech, loss of self-control, emotional disturbances like sudden laughter or tears, difficulty in social situations, unexplained pain, and memory loss akin to Alzheimer's disease. These symptoms stem from impaired brain function and can drastically affect quality of life. Early recognition and swift action are essential to minimize the impact of a stroke.

Parkinson's Disease: The Hidden Connection

Parkinson's disease is another serious concern for the elderly, often linked to stroke. Both conditions disrupt brain function and the nervous system, sharing similar symptoms like abnormal movements and muscle weakness. They also share common risk factors, such as high blood pressure, diabetes, and smoking, which further increases the risk for those already vulnerable. Awareness and proactive management of these risks can make a significant difference in outcomes.

Parkinson's: A Progressive Degenerative Disorder

Parkinson's disease is a progressive neurological disorder that targets brain cells in the substantia nigra pars compacta, which is a critical area responsible for controlling movement. As these cells deteriorate, patients experience tremors, muscle stiffness, and slowed movement, typically beginning after age 50. If left untreated, Parkinson's can lead to severe complications, including the onset of Alzheimer's disease. Early diagnosis and intervention are key to slowing the progression and maintaining a better quality of life.

Common main symptoms

Resting Tremors: Hands may tremble when at rest, such as while sitting still, yet the shaking subsides when the hands are in motion or handling objects.

Slowed Movement: Simple actions like standing, walking, or sitting become noticeably slower.

Difficulty Walking: Taking steps becomes more challenging, and stopping mid-stride can be difficult.

Muscle Rigidity: This may result in a stiff, expressionless face, making it hard to convey emotions.

Underlying Causes:

These symptoms are caused by the accumulation of toxins in the body and the hardening of arteries, which leads to insufficient oxygen supply to the brain cells. Additionally, they can be side effects of various medications, such as high blood pressure drugs, sleeping pills, certain antidepressants, and some chemotherapy drugs.

Another common brain disease, particularly in the elderly, is Alzheimer's disease, which ranks as the third most prevalent cause of dementia.

Alzheimer's Disease: The Stealthy Decline

Alzheimer's is a type of dementia, and it is the most common one. It involves the deterioration of brain cells in every part of the brain. Patients gradually lose memory, especially short-term memory, and have difficulties controlling their emotions, distinguishing right from wrong, using language, communicating, and performing daily activities. In the final stages, patients may lose all memory, become confused, aggressive, or experience hallucinations, eventually leading to death.

These diseases significantly impact the quality of life for patients as they disrupt normal daily activities, such as walking and moving around, and greatly affect overall well-being.

While these diseases are often seen as severe, leading some to lose hope, it is important to know that with proper care and management, recovery is possible.

Advancements in Integrated Medical Care

The evolution of medical science, combined with the integration of diverse medical disciplines, has empowered us to create highly personalized treatment plans. These plans are not just about addressing symptoms but are designed to tackle the root causes of health issues, aiming to rejuvenate and restore cells to their peak functionality. Here's how we achieve this:


	Detoxification Therapy: The removal of heavy metals from the body to reduce toxin accumulation, which is a common cause of disease.

	Nutritional Therapy: Utilizing research-backed nutrients that aid in the regeneration of brain cells, such as essential amino acids, vitamins, essential fatty acids, minerals, and beneficial plant extracts like Ginkgo biloba, ginseng, green tea, and cordyceps.

	Hormonal Balance and Replacement: By rebalancing or replacing hormones, we directly address the factors contributing to cognitive decline, ensuring the brain functions at its best.

	Immunotherapy Techniques: We fine-tune the immune response to reduce inflammation in the brain, fostering an environment where brain cells can thrive.

	Biomolecular Therapy and Cell Therapy: Pioneering treatments that show exceptional promise in repairing damaged brain cells, offering new hope in the field of regenerative medicine.

	Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation (TMS): This cutting-edge technique employs electromagnetic waves to stimulate brain cells, enhancing neurotransmitter production and revitalizing brain function without causing harm.



In conclusion, effective treatment for brain conditions in the elderly requires a personalized approach that goes beyond symptom management. By addressing the root causes of these conditions, we can empower our loved ones to live more fulfilling lives. Remember, taking control of your health is not just about prolonging life; it's about enriching it. Invest in your well-being today for a brighter tomorrow.



Author: Ubekkha Choomkong MD., MSc. Integrative and Anti Aging Medicine Physician, Absolute Health Integrative Medicine 20/2-7 Ruam Rudee VillageSoi Ruamrudee, Ploenchit Rd, Lumpini, Pathumwan, Bangkok 10330, Tel. 02-651 - 5988, https://absolute-health.org, https://www.facebook.com/absolutehealth.org, LINE OA: @absolutehealth 

Series Editor: Katalya Bruton, Healthcare Content Editor and Director, Dataconsult Ltd. Dataconsult's Thailand Regional Forum at Sasin provides seminars and extensive documentation to update business on future trends in Thailand and the Mekong Region. Contact: info@dataconsult.co.th, Tel: 662-233-5606/7
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									Bundle up in the latest fashion

									Autumn/Winter collection launches for the year
								

								With the advent of the cool season, get ready for the autumn/winter collections of a few fashion houses. 
								H&M Studio 

[image: ]

H&M Studio launches the mini pre-autumn capsule, comprising five key looks for easing back into city life as summer turns to autumn. A concise edit of day-to-night designs to wear on repeat, the capsule is defined by dynamic utilitarian pieces cut from denim, leather, linen and cotton. The mini capsule will only be available online. 

[image: ]
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Blending streetwise flair with avant-garde elegance, the most-wanted piece is a boyish leather jacket. Equally relaxed is the black linen-mix suit in a one-size-up fit for modern insouciance. A sculptural tank top pairs with low-rise baggy jeans, a leather mini skirt or sleek leggings. Then there's the knock-out look for late summer nights: a mesh-insert mini dress. Just add accessories like the pointed black leather slingbacks and a matching squashy bag exude polish, while a statement rhinestone earring adds irreverence. 



Cos

The Cos Autumn Winter 2024 campaign echoes the brand's design ethos and features actor and playwright Colman Domingo, actor Christopher Abbott and singer Aidan Bissett, alongside model and actor Mariacarla Boscono, who closed the brand's Spring Summer runway in Rome this spring, and fashion model Rianne Van Rompaey. 

[image: ]

Nature continues to inspire a neutral palette enhanced by rich burgundy tones. An exploration of juxtapositions, the campaign merges contrasting styles and silhouettes fluidly. In womenswear, an angular blazer and straight-leg trouser suit sits seamlessly alongside a Responsible Wool Standard certified hooded top, paired with a voluminous leather skirt. A sculptural checkered jacket in woven leather exhibits a uniquely tactile surface, while effortless, loose-fitting leather, wool, and denim trousers are dressed up with leather shirting or softened by fine knitwear. Leather boots, loafers, or buckled sandals finish each look, complemented by fringed or quilted clutch bags. 

[image: ]

The menswear collection features modern twists on traditional styles, including a contemporary wool herringbone coat designed for day-to-evening dressing. Experimental layering highlights innovative and well-proportioned fits, while relaxed, loose-fitting suiting, and textured knitwear contrast with the sharp, clean lines of elegantly tailored shirts. Fluid trousers are worn with oversized leather jackets, while casual denim sets feature statement topstitching. Woven leather accessories, neckties, and winter scarves complete menswear looks this season. Available in stores and online.



H&M Home

[image: ]

Soft, stylish and comforting -- H&M Home welcomes autumn with a new collection and the luxury of simplicity. This season's key objects emphasise elegant ease with muted, calm hues, a variety in fabrics and pieces, including vases, cushions, bedding to tableware. Cosy elegance is at the centre, where soft greys meet irregular shapes, textures, materials and geometric patterns across all living spaces.

[image: ]
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Vases are a crucial addition to any room, and available in an array of shapes, textures and materials. From the drop-shaped glass piece, in a fading black hue, to the thicker white ceramic vase with geometric edges. Dinner time calls for an elevated experience with our octagon-shaped tableware, including dining plates and serving platters. Paired with footed glasses and tumblers, your table settings will exude contemporary charm.

[image: ]

Candle holders are essential to bring the warmth in-doors. Choose between black ceramic or marble ones. Elevate your tableware with octagon-shaped plates and serving platters, matching soft grey textile placemats and cloth napkins, with a black edge. Neutrals dominate in the bedroom and bathroom, from grey, beige and white to muted prints and classic stripes. Available in stores.



Fendi

Utilitarian and extravagant; simple and theatrical; salon and street; town and country, all describe Fendi's Women's Autumn/Winter 2024 Collection.

[image: ]

It is an amalgam of each, where tradition meets subversion in blase British style, that unites it with its Roman counterpart. At the same time, for the women who wear these clothes, it is fundamentally about doing something rather than just being something.

[image: ]

In the latest collection, Kim Jones explores an ease of dressing where London nonchalance meets Roman freedom, and utility becomes a statement of intent. Here luxury is found in the sumptuous comfort and strident confidence the clothing and accessories give the wearer to express themselves. Simultaneously practical and playful, a sense of duality - a very Fendi quality - infuses the collection.

[image: ]

Meanwhile, the Men's Autumn/Winter 2024 Eyewear collection represents an urban take of the great outdoors, in a continuous open dialogue between man and nature, connecting in a futuristic fashion. With recurring themes of hybridity and necessity nuanced by Roman decadence, the looks presented create unique masculine visuals edging on androgyny through iconic leather craftsmanship, knitwear, and juxtaposition of materials accompanied with modern accessories.

[image: ]

Completing the looks, a new interpretation of the Fendi Travel sunglasses embodies the bold and adventurous spirit of the Maison in an elegant and streamlined vision. Sophisticated and modern, this style, part of the Travel collection, made its debut during the Fendi Men's Autumn/Winter 2024-25 runway show in Milan. Featuring a flat-top design with a metal bar, this frame is both timeless and eye-catching.

Celebrating 10 years from its first launch in 2014, for Autumn/Winter 2024 Fendi revamps the signature "By The Way Boston" bag in a new super relaxed version elevated through the use of Selleria and its intrinsic codes. It follows the luxurious softness and comfort of the season yet remaining faithful to its original Boston design and distinctive features. 

Available in three sizes the By The Way Selleria family is crafted in beautiful soft and sensual Cuoio Romano naturally grained leather, sewn with bold tone-on-tone hand-made macro-stitches which enrich the studded handles, and a Selleria leather tag celebrating a craft with 100 years of history. Available in stores and online.



Burberry

Shot in the Oxfordshire countryside by photographer Rosie Marks, the Burberry Winter 2024 Childrenswear campaign is a story of childhood adventure.

[image: ]

The collection is grounded in knitwear. Crafted for warmth and comfort, cardigans, jumpers and wool dresses appear with knitted motifs inspired by wildlife. Familiar British birds, including ducks and swans, feature across a range of graphic T-shirts and accessories. Colourful checks and a new "duckstooth" print feature throughout.

[image: ]
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The campaign also features Burberry Classics for children. Everyday styles for boys and girls elevated by signature house codes. The Burberry Check is cut on the bias and updated in sand and lichen colourways, while the Equestrian Knight Design proudly appears via embroidery and nostalgic appliques. The duck remains a key emblem for the brand, connecting Burberry's archive with the present day. Available in stores and online.



Boss

An all-star cast featuring a list of new and iconic faces, together with some distinguished and familiar talents, brings to life this exciting new chapter of the Boss story.

[image: ]

Legendary British footballer and style icon David Beckham appears in his first campaign since the announcement of his partnership and design collaboration with the brand. Alongside him, Nigerian singer-songwriter Burna Boy and South Korean actor Lee Jong-suk joined the cast alongside returning talent and iconic Brazilian supermodel Gisele Bundchen, legendary Naomi Campbell, who, this season, is also brand ambassador for Boss watches, jewellery and eyewear, and Italian tennis player Matteo Berrettini who returns as brand ambassador for licensed Boss watches, jewellery and eyewear.

"It's great to be a part of this Boss campaign for Autumn/Winter 2024, marking an exciting start to my long-term ambassadorship," said David Beckham. In the new campaign, the talent reveal their own guiding principles throughout their lifelong journey. The Autumn/Winter 2024 assortment offers a full wardrobe selection for all occasions, fitting seamlessly within the needs of a 24/7 lifestyle. Signature Boss suiting is reimagined with strong, modern silhouettes, which provide a fresh perspective that feels perfectly tailored to the colder months to come. Available in stores. 
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									New movies out this week: Sept 26-Oct 2

									Coppola wrote the script for 'Megalopolis' the early 80s.
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week. 
								[image: New movies out this week: Sept 26-Oct 2]

Survivre (Survive)

Directed by Frederic Jardin.

Who's in it? 

Emilie Dequenne, Andreas Pietschmann and Lisa Delamar.

What's it about? 

A couple celebrates their son's birthday in the middle of the ocean on their boat . A violent storm hits and it brings up hungry creatures from the depths and they fight for their survival.

Why watch it? 

The Earth's magnetic poles reversion. 



[image: ]

Megalopolis

Directed by Francis Ford Coppola.

Who's in it? 

Adam Driver, Giancarlo Esposito and Nathalie Emmanuel.

What's it about? 

The city of New Rome is the main conflict between Cesar Catilina, a brilliant artist in favour of a utopian future, and the greedy mayor Franklyn Cicero. Between them is Julia Cicero, her loyalty divided between her father and her beloved.

Why watch it? 

Coppola wrote the script in the early 80s with pre-production finally beginning in 2001. Though after filming 30 hours and holding table readings with Paul Newman, Uma Thurman, Robert De Niro, James Gandolfini, Nicolas Cage, Leonardo DiCaprio, Russell Crowe, Edie Falco and Kevin Spacey, the project was scrapped after the Sept 11, 2001 attacks, since a scene from the script (page 166) "predicted" the attacks. Coppola abandoned the project in 2007 and didn't begin developing it again until 2019.



[image: ]

Joker: Folie a Deux

Directed by Todd Phillips.

Who's in it? 

Zazie Beetz, Joaquin Phoenix, Lady Gaga and Ken Leung.

What's it about? 

Failed comedian Arthur Fleck meets the love of his life, Harley Quinn, while in Arkham State Hospital. Upon release, the pair embark on a doomed romantic misadventure.

Why watch it? 

The film's working title means "Madness Of Two" in French. The name Folie a Deux comes from the 19th century French psychiatrist Charles Lasegue and Jules Falret, also known as Lasegue-Falret syndrome, and it depicts two or more people that they share the same madness or delirium.



[image: ]

The Substance

Directed by Coralie Fargeat.

Who's in it? 

Margaret Qualley, Dennis Quaid and Demi Moore.

What's it about? 

A fading celebrity decides to use a black market drug, a cell-replicating substance that temporarily creates a younger, better version of herself.

Why watch it?

Ray Liotta was cast in the film in February 2022. He died in May that year before he could film his scenes. Dennis Quaid replaced him as a result.



[image: ]

Beterang 2 (I, The Executioner)

Directed by Ryoo Seung-wan.

Who's in it? 

Ahn Bo-hyun, Oh Dae-hwan and Oh Dal-su.

What's it about? 

Rookie detective Park Sun Woo and Seo Do-Cheol, a veteran of the Violent Crimes Investigation Division team chases after a serial killer who shakes up their world.

Why watch it? 

Follows "Beterang (Veteran)" (2015).



[image: ]

Luang Phee Teng Comeback (The Holy Man Comeback)

Directed by Pongsak Pongsuwan and Bamroe Phonginthrakun.

Who's in it? 

Pongsak Pongsuwan, Bamroe Phonginthrakun, Der Doksadao, Vachiravit Paisarnkulwong, Sirichada Ruamrudeekul and Sarawut Phumthong.

What's it about? 

When the temple near Teng's hometown had problems, he has to leave his safe zone and go back to solve the problems. 

Why watch it? 

Part of "The Holy Man" collection.



[image: ]

Transformers One

Directed by Josh Cooley.

Who's in it? 

The voices of Chris Hemsworth, Brian Tyree Henry and Scarlett Johansson.

What's it about? 

The untold origin story of Optimus Prime and Megatron, better known as sworn enemies, but once were friends bonded like brothers who changed the fate of Cybertron forever.

Why watch it? 

The first theatrical animated movie in 38 years since the original movie "The Transformers: The Movie" (1986). This movie takes place on the planet Cybertron, centring on the relationship between Optimus Prime and Megatron going from brothers-in-arms to enemies.
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									Drugs, sex, baby oil: 'Freak-offs' at core of Sean 'Diddy' Combs' troubles

									
								

								NEW YORK - A woman and a male prostitute meet for sex in a luxury hotel suite that, in the government's telling, has been lit for filming and stocked with baby oil and drugs. Another man watches and sometimes captures the events on video. These sexual marathons, complete with a cleanup staff, sometimes went on for days.
								To the people involved, they were known as "freak-offs."

The 14-page federal criminal indictment of Sean Combs, the music mogul known as Diddy and Puff Daddy, accuses him of participating in many crimes including arson, bribery, kidnapping and obstruction of justice. But the heart of the government's case is the premise that the criminal "enterprise" he ran as an alleged racketeer was responsible for coordinating these "freak-offs," and then covering up any damage to hotel rooms, or people, when they were over.

In the government's portrayal, they were horror shows -- "elaborate and produced sex performances," according to the indictment -- that involved copious drug use and coerced sex, leaving participants so exhausted and drained that they were given fluids intravenously to recover. Then, the government said, Combs weaponised the videos he had shot to keep any participants from complaining.

"Freak-off activity is the core of this case, and freak-offs are inherently dangerous," Emily A. Johnson, one of the prosecutors, said at a hearing last week.

The government's depiction closely mirrors allegations made by singer Cassie in a bombshell civil suit she filed last fall against Combs, her former boyfriend. The indictment attaches no name to its account of the freak-offs, instead referring only anonymously to a "Victim-1."

Cassie, whose real name is Casandra Ventura, said in her lawsuit that Combs directed frequent "freak-offs" at high-end hotels around the country, directing her at the events to pour "excessive" amounts of oil on herself and telling her where to touch the prostitutes while he filmed and masturbated.

"He treated the forced encounter as a personal art project, adjusting the candles he used for lighting to frame the videos he took," the lawsuit said.

[image: Sean ]
Sean "Diddy" Combs and his defence lawyers Marc Agnifilo and Teny Geragos are seated during a bail hearing in federal court in the Manhattan borough of New York City, the United States, on Sept 18, 2024, in this courtroom sketch.



Lawyers for Combs, who has pleaded not guilty to the sex trafficking and racketeering conspiracy charges he faces, have presented an entirely different view of the "freak-offs" in court.

They cast them as consensual encounters between Combs and Ventura, longtime partners in a troubled and complex relationship. These trysts, they argued, may shock some people, but they did not involve sexual assault and did not involve "force, fraud or coercion," as the main federal sex trafficking statute requires.

"Does everybody have experience with being intimate this way? No," Marc Agnifilo, a lawyer for Combs, said at a court hearing Tuesday. "Is it sex trafficking? No, not if everybody wants to be there."

Agnifilo said, in fact, that he had interviewed six of the men the government describes as sex workers. They told him, he said, that they did not view any of the events as coercive or themselves as prostitutes, only escorts compensated for their time.

"Did anything ever, ever seem remotely nonconsensual?" Agnifilo said he asked them. "Was anybody too drunk? Was anybody too high? Did anyone express any hesitation? Was there the slightest inkling that possibly, possibly the woman wasn't consenting?"

Agnifilo said their answers had been: "No. No. No. No."

The government, in contending that Combs ran a criminal racketeering enterprise, has sought to emphasise that the freak-offs were events coordinated by a team of enablers who worked for him. Prosecutors underscored that witnesses saw violence "during and in connection with" freak-offs, which the defence has denied.

None are named or charged in the indictment, but they are characterised as a team that was deployed to find the sex workers and the hotel rooms, deliver supplies and then fix any damage to the rooms after sessions. "These occasions included instances in which a victim was required to remain in hiding -- sometimes for several days at a time -- to recover from injuries Combs inflicted," the indictment said.

Citing the racketeering law long used against mobsters and drug kingpins, prosecutors have argued that Combs used the underlings to carry out his commands, expected "absolute loyalty" and ruled with threats of violence.

"Combs did not do this all on his own," Damian Williams, the US attorney for the Southern District of New York, said in a news conference last week. "He used his business and employees of that business and other close associates to get his way. Those individuals allegedly included high-ranking supervisors in the business, personal assistants, security staff and household staff."

Asked why those people had not been charged, Williams described the investigation as ongoing.

Anthony Capozzolo, a former federal prosecutor in the New York City borough of Brooklyn, said it was possible that some of Combs' staff were not named as defendants because they were already cooperating witnesses, or that the government hoped they would be convinced by the indictment to join others in testifying against their boss.

"It will be interesting to see if any people, now that this has started, come in to plead guilty," Capozzolo said.

In several months, a jury sitting in Manhattan will have to decide which of these competing views of the hotel room sessions is more credible. Until then Combs likely will be housed at a federal jail in Brooklyn because he has been denied bail.

Johnson has expressed confidence in the case prosecutors are bringing, relating in court last week that the government has a "massive amount" of evidence, including many witnesses, photos, videos and text messages.

[image: Sean ]
Sean "Diddy" Combs is seen in a 2016 video assaulting a former girlfriend (Screenshot)



Perhaps most compelling is a video that was discussed during a bail hearing last week in which Combs is seen brutally assaulting Ventura at an InterContinental Hotel in Los Angeles in 2016. Presented as evidence that force, fraud or coercion were rampant in Combs' orchestrated sexual encounters, the surveillance video shows him striking her, hurling a vase at her and dragging her through a hallway by her sweatshirt.

Johnson described the video in court as one that depicts Ventura attempting to leave the site of a freak-off. She said there was evidence that at least one sex worker was inside the hotel room during the assault.

"It's a bad video for Mr Combs," Agnifilo acknowledged on CNN last week.

But Combs, who apologised in May after the footage leaked, calling his behaviour inexcusable, has provided a different version of the encounter to his lawyers. They say the video is not evidence of their client using violence to control participants in a sex act. Rather, they argue, the altercation was prompted by Ventura finding proof on Combs' phone that he had "more than one girlfriend." Agnifilo said that Combs had been sleeping when Ventura hit him in the head with his phone and left the hotel room with all of his clothes. (The surveillance footage shows Combs assaulting Ventura while wearing a towel.)

						

							
						


Prosecutors dispute that the argument was just about getting clothes back. If it had been, they say, Combs could have just retrieved the clothes without dragging her back to the hotel room.

The government has also asserted Combs, and his employees sought to cover up evidence of the attack on Ventura. Johnson said Combs tried to get a hotel security officer to stay quiet by offering him a "handful of cash," and that three days after the assault, "the surveillance video disappeared."

Although the indictment mentions only one specific victim, prosecutors have said there were multiple. In a court hearing, they offered snippets of further evidence of women accusing Combs of using video footage from freak-offs to blackmail them. One said: "He just threatened me about my sex tapes that he has of me on two phones. He said he would expose me, mind you these sex tapes where I am heavily drugged."

Though Ventura's lawsuit was settled a day after its filing, and Combs denied its claims, it spurred a cascade of other civil suits against him. Several of the suits, all of which are being challenged by Combs in court, were filed by women whose accounts carry some similarities to Ventura's, with descriptions of coerced, drug-fuelled sexual encounters.

One plaintiff, Adria English, accused Combs of demanding she have sex with guests while working at Combs' famous "white parties" in the Hamptons and Miami Beach, where she said she was given ecstasy-laced liquor. Combs' lawyers have characterised the suits as plaintiffs jumping on a "bandwagon" with false claims to try to extract a settlement.

In denying Combs' bail Wednesday, Judge Andrew L. Carter Jr. stressed his concern that Combs would obstruct justice by tampering with witnesses. Prosecutors said that for months Combs had been "feeding victims and witnesses false narratives," while sometimes having accomplices record the conversations. His lawyers contend that he was merely informing contacts that his counsel would be reaching out to them.

But in court, prosecutors told a chilling story of an unnamed woman who texted Combs three days after Ventura's suit was filed in November, with its depictions of the "freak-offs."

"I feel like I'm reading my own sexual trauma," she wrote. "It makes me sick how three solid pages, word for word, is exactly my experiences and my anguish."

Combs then called her twice, the prosecutors said, while an accomplice recorded the conversation on another phone. "He gaslit her and he attempted to convince her that she had willingly engaged in sex acts with him," Johnson said. "But she pushed back."


						

							
						




This article originally appeared in The New York Times.
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									Pop-up exhibition blends art and nature

									
								

								The challenging rainy season will serve as one of the backdrops for Sac Gallery's pop-up group exhibition "In The Garden, Things We Found", which will take place at RCB Photographers' Gallery at River City Bangkok from Saturday to Oct 27.
								Featuring works by Vipoo Srivilasa, Kitikong Tilokwattanotai, and Juli Baker and Summer, the exhibition will take viewers to explore a world where art and nature intertwine, reflecting the power of the natural world during this season.

On showcase will be 29 artworks from small-scale works to large sculptures and paintings that blur the lines between reality and imagination. Each piece draws inspiration from the beauty and mystery of gardens, both real and imagined.

Vipoo presents the mystical realms of the Himmapan forest whose fantastical creatures and timeless tales challenge perceptions of love and acceptance. His sculptures are a celebration of a garden where dreams and reality blend.

Exploring the subtleties of nature through abstract forms, Kitikong uses brushstrokes and intricate lacquer techniques to create dynamic plays of light and shadow, akin to a journey through his imaginative landscapes.

Similarly, Juli Baker and Summer's paintings capture the vibrant beauty of summer in Japan with swift brushstrokes full of life and colour. Her travel sketches convey the warmth and humidity of the season, making viewers feel as though they are right there, enveloped in the scenery.

There is no admission fee. Email sakuntala@sac.gallery.

[image: A sculpture by Vipoo Srivilasa. photos courtesy of SAC Gallery]
A sculpture by Vipoo Srivilasa. photos courtesy of SAC Gallery
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									An invite to network and learn more about the future of APIs and AI

									
								

								Kong Inc and Bluebik Vulcan will host a meet-up tonight titled "Exploring The Future Of API Management & AI" at the Bluebik Vulcan Office on Vibhavadi Rangsit Road. The event focuses on the evolving landscape of API management and artificial intelligence and promises to be an engaging exploration of the transformative power of APIs and AI in today's digital economy.
								Kong Inc, renowned for its robust API platform facilitating seamless connectivity across hybrid and multi-cloud environments, will headline the evening with insights and demonstrations that showcase the future of digital integration.

Agenda

The event kicks off at 6pm with a networking session accompanied by refreshments, setting the stage for an evening of knowledge-sharing and community building.

Key sessions include:

API Trends In Thailand Thammatee Sayneewong, associate director of digital platform solutions at Bluebik Vulcan, will delve into the latest advancements in API management. Drawing from real-world projects within Thailand's banking, insurance and energy sectors, Thammatee will share industry-specific trends and best practices.

The Future Of APIs And AI Degui Xu, manager of solutions engineering at Kong, will take centre stage to explore how APIs and AI are reshaping business landscapes. His presentation will deep dive into Kong's AI Gateway and showcase practical applications through real-world use cases.

Networking And Discussion The event will conclude with an interactive Q&A session, providing attendees the opportunity to engage with industry experts, share insights and expand their professional network.

About The Speakers

Degui Xu With a wealth of experience in API management and digital integration across the Asia Pacific region, Degui Xu has been instrumental in driving digital transformation initiatives for leading organisations. His expertise spans pivotal roles at companies such as Pivotal, Mulesoft and Red Hat Asia Pacific.

Thammatee Sayneewong

Bringing over a decade of experience in IT and digital solutions, Thammatee is committed to enhancing business efficiencies and navigating complex digital landscapes. His insights into API management and digital platform solutions have been pivotal in advancing technological frameworks within Bluebik Vulcan.

"Exploring The Future Of API Management & AI" runs today from 6-8.30pm at the Bluebik Vulcan Office, S-OASIS Building, Vibhavadi Rangsit Road. Register at meetup.com.
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									Renaissance reimagined

									Sirivannavari's spring/summer 2025 collection blends sculptural elements with modern design
								

								For the spring/summer 2025 collection, Sirivannavari invites you to its Renaissance Art Studio, blending artistic inspirations from Michelangelo's life-size marble sculptures to Botticelli's Birth Of Venus and shimmering mosaics. Emphasising sinuous curves, graphic lines and transparency, the collection reflects the contrasting elements in human nature -- fragility and strength.
								Influenced by sculptural elements, from shapes and forms to organic materials like solid, veined marble and light-enduring sand dunes, the Sirivannavari spring/summer 2025 collection by HRH Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya, founder and creative director, features ensembles crafted from draped, wrapped or tied light and transparent fabrics, including organza and chiffon to evoke the movement of ripples and whirlwinds of the sea, paired with contrasting materials like cotton, lace and leather. Unique touches include resin-coat on fabric and leather, imitating the fluid flow of a dress in marble sculpture. Mosaic effects add a shimmering-alternating-matte texture alongside crochet with technical handicrafting.

Long, flowing dresses with high waists evoke the fluid silhouettes of the Renaissance style. Yet, Sirivannavari's DNA modernises these elements through asymmetric cuts and deconstruction techniques, including cut-outs and draping. A palette of neutral tones, balanced between black and white, complements femininity's duality. Complex printed patterns, derived from the designer's original drawings and watercolour paintings, are stylised in light monotones for summer with sketching and collage techniques, referencing sculptures and their elements. Eveningwear incorporates bustiers with fluid lines, extreme cut-outs with handmade crochet or embroidery and transparency with gleaming metallics.

[image: HRH Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya.]

Promising to empower women, the collection offers versatile, audacious silhouettes for any occasion. From an elegant see-through trench coat, IRIS jacket and smart jumpsuits for daytime to leisure-chic beachwear with halterneck and cut-out detail in neutral tone, and the alluring high-cut gown for glamorous nights, each piece is adorned with jewel details functioning as fasteners, like belt buckles or brooches for wrap skirts, embodying aesthetics with practicality as the designer's philosophy.

For spring/summer 2025 menswear, the designer's flowing lines, inspired by earth elements, are prominent in printed patterns that combine the formal and informal. Asymmetric cuts hybridise traditional tailoring in oversized shirts and jackets paired with draped trousers. Earth-toned romantic colours -- pink, blue and white -- alongside fabrics like organza, brushed cotton, moire, linen and denim, reflect the contradictions in masculinity through the looks of casual in formal, fluid shirt in solid trouser, loose in wrap, with respect to the wearer's comfort and movement

Amid the array of leather goods, returning is the slim hobo-saddle handbag La Belle, alongside two newcomers: a reticule-hobo handbag and hole-handle shopper. Crafted from soft nappa and calfskin in shades of off-white, black and blush pink, these objects of desire seem destined to be essential mix-and-match pieces, complementing the new Mesh Mules -- shoes that combine comfort, elegance and technical refinement with transparency and solidity, featuring a new signature sole.

[image: HRH Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya.]

The spring/summer 2025 sunglasses collection combines rock style and urban elegance with timeless sophistication. Sculpturally inspired, the panthos-rectangular frames are meticulously crafted from high-quality Japanese stainless steel for durability, comfort and UV protection. Hybridisation defines the details, from mixing rims to lenses and colours. The collection features feminine styles with the peacock open-work motif and SR logo hardware for masculine and unisex designs in a palette of light brown, pink, green and brown.

Finally, the ready-to-wear principles extend to bijoux collection. Inspired by an artist's studio, the spring/summer 2025 jewellery incorporates off-white ceramic, reminiscent of unfinished and broken sculptures, adding rich texture. Hands, central to the design, wraparound earrings, necklaces and heart pieces embody fragility, strength, sensitivity and assertiveness as a tribute to the complexity of feminine nature. A variety of stones in different forms, sizes and colours explore the art of decomposition, drawing inspiration from sculpture and allowing the jewellery to seamlessly embrace the body's contours. These creations reinterpret the designer's quote: "Love equals dangerousness."

HRH Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya, as the founder and creative director of Sirivannavari, achieved a significant milestone by becoming the first Thai luxury fashion brand to officially showcase its latest collection at the recent Milan Fashion Week.

[image: HRH Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana Rajakanya.]

The spring/summer 2025 collection draws inspiration from the art of the Italian Renaissance, a remarkable epoch that celebrated the aesthetics of the female form. The designs aim to empower women by applying meticulous techniques on fabrics that evoke the elegance of Renaissance sculptures.

The brand's first-ever collection presentation took place on Sept 18 at the Residenza Duomo, a fantastic venue nestled in the heart of Milan's fashion district and mere steps from the iconic Duomo cathedral.

Princess Sirivannavari gracefully attended the showcase, where she welcomed international media, fashion influencers, VIP guests and buyers. The event featured an exclusive selection of women's, men's and accessory designs, unveiling the brand's attention to detail and the dedication to craftsmanship of the Sirivannavari Atelier & Academy.

Sirivannavari's Milan debut marks a major milestone for the brand, affirming its position among the world's most esteemed fashion capitals.
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									Hope Fair returns to Avani Sukhumvit

									
								

								The Hope Fair is holding another boutique pop-up market at the Ballroom, 7th floor of Avani Sukhumvit Bangkok, Sukhumvit Road, today from 11am to 8pm.
								Featuring a truly heartfelt and community-centric shopping experience, the one-day-only event is an opportunity to explore bespoke products and crafts made by a collection of local artisans, passionate entrepreneurs, culinary experts and independent artists.

With over 100 local and regional partners, the Hope Fair prides itself on curating a market filled with meaningful, creative products produced in small batches, many of which are handmade. Whether it's homeware goods, creative jewellery, elegant accessories, artisanal crafts, tempting pastries, tasty snacks or succulent delights, guests can find something to enjoy or as a thoughtful gift for others.

This year marks the 10th anniversary of Hope Fair, and all are invited to join the celebration. For its 10th year, the event has brought conscious shopping experiences to Bangkok, championing the city's artisans and entrepreneurs.

Most importantly, it has maintained its decade-long connection to The Mercy Centre, an organisation dedicated to supporting underprivileged individuals living in the Klong Toey slums -- one of Bangkok's most vulnerable communities. Since its inception, the Hope Fair has donated over 1 million baht to the centre.

These funds have been used for school repairs and to care for the blind, senior citizens and school-aged children.

Visitors are also encouraged to bring donations, such as used clothes and household items which will be collected and distributed to those in need.

There is no admission fee. Visit thehopefair.com.
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									A flavourful journey to Thai wellness

									
								

								Whether you're a seasoned foodie or a wellness seeker, the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) invites you to embark on an extraordinary journey with "Wellness On A Plate". Discover the magic of Thai cuisine in new light and in a place where delectable flavours meet unparalleled nutritional benefits.
								Beyond its exquisite taste, Thai food is a treasure trove of health benefits, packed with natural ingredients and herbs. The "Wellness On A Plate" journey unveils the secrets of Thai culinary wisdom, offering a holistic approach to wellness that nourishes both body and soul. Aligning with TAT's "Ignite The Spirit Of Thailand" campaign, this initiative elevates Thai cuisine to a previously uncharted level of global recognition, establishing it as a must-try culinary experience and a key component of Thailand's 5Fs of soft power.

[image: A flavourful journey to Thai wellness]

6 Unique Wellness Culinary Itineraries

The Taste Of Wellness: Learn to cook authentic Thai dishes using local herbs and ingredients. Enhance your experience with yoga and traditional Thai massage.

Thai Botanical Delights: Immerse yourself in the world of Thai herbs, learn about their benefits, and create your own healthy dishes with local chefs.

Eat Well, Live Well: Balance your taste buds and well-being with a perfect blend of culinary and wellness experiences.

Thai Superfood Wellness: Fuel your body with Thai superfoods sourced from organic farms and enjoy outdoor activities.

Fresh From Farm To Table: Experience organic farming, harvest fresh ingredients and learn to cook with local communities.

The Future Of Thai Food: Embrace the innovation of modern Thai cuisine, which blends traditional flavours with sustainable practices and seasonal ingredients.

[image: A flavourful journey to Thai wellness]

10 'Wellness On A Plate' Destinations Waiting For You

Thai Botanical Delights: Immerse yourself in the heart of Thailand's herbal kingdom where Chanthaburi offers a unique culinary experience, blending traditional Thai dishes with a wealth of medicinal herbs.

Fresh From Farm To Table For Sustainability: Discover the harmony of local life and nature in Mae Klong in Samut Songkhram. Learn about organic farming, savour fresh produce and enjoy the simple pleasures of coastal living.

Nature's Vegan Feast: The cultural capital of northern Thailand, Chiang Mai is a wellness haven where you can indulge in vegan cuisine and rejuvenate your body and soul amidst stunning natural landscapes.

Slow Food Slow Life: Embrace the slow-food movement in Chumphon and explore delicious, organic, locally sourced food while supporting sustainable living.

Eat Well Live Well: The Rice Story -- explore the heart of Thailand's rice-growing region, learn about rice cultivation, and savour authentic Isan cuisine rich in tradition and nutrition in Buri Ram.

Sound Of Nature, Into The Forest: Escape to the tranquillity of Kanchanaburi's forests where you can indulge in low-carbon cuisine and rejuvenate with sound therapy and nature immersion.

Green Healthy Journey: Experience the best of Thai cuisine in Phuket, from local flavours to Michelin-starred dining, all served with a side of sustainability.

Rejuvenate Food Journey: Revitalise your body and mind with Surat Thani's organic cuisine as you learn to cook Thai dishes using fresh, local ingredients.

The Future Of Thai Food: Discover the innovative side of Thai cuisine in Khon Kaen as you sample innovative dishes that blend traditional flavours with sustainable, seasonal ingredients.

Thai Superfood Wellness: Explore the unique flavours of Nan and discover the nutritional power of kai yee, a local superfood made from freshwater algae.
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									Phetchabun to host Um Phra Dam Nam Ceremony

									
								

								To preserve its distinct Buddhist tradition, the northern town of Phetchabun will host the Um Phra Dam Nam Ceremony from tomorrow until Oct 6 to commemorate the New Moon day of the 10th lunar month.

 
								According to legend, the ceremony started when a Buddha image was discovered in the Pa Sak River during the Ayutthaya period. Known as Phra Phuttha Maha Dhamma Racha, the seated bronze Buddha image appeared in a whirlpool caused by swirls in the river on an odd day when no one was able to catch any fish and the sky darkened.

It is said to have been created during the reign of King Jayavarman VII of the Khmer Empire. After being housed at Wat Tri Phum, the Buddha image vanished suspiciously on the New Moon of 10th month a year later. When the image was found at its original location in the river, people started having an annual celebration in the hopes of receiving blessings of abundance and the harmony of nature.

This year, Wat Tri Phum will have a worship ritual on Oct 1 and there will be a procession of a statue of Phra Phuttha Maha Dhamma Racha. On the following day, devotees can witness the Phra Phuttha Maha Dhamma Racha procession along the river, and the carrying ceremony at Wat Bot Chana Man, which is situated on the original spot where the image was discovered.

Boat races are also scheduled to take place on Oct 3-4 at the Wat Tri Phum pier. As part of the 10-day festival, there will also be a food market, live concerts, and light and sound shows at the Civic Center Phetchabun and Chalerm Rajkumari Public Library.

Visit facebook.com/umpradamnam.

[image: 2609TravelNews4]

Amazing Thailand Fest comes to Chennai

The Tourism Authority of Thailand is organising the "Amazing Thailand Fest 2024 @ Chennai" from tomorrow to Sunday at the Central Atrium, Express Avenue Mall in Chennai, India. The event will offer a variety of activities designed to promote Thailand's tourism under the concept of "Five Must-Do" experiences in Thailand -- Must Taste, Must Try, Must Buy, Must Seek and Must See.

There, visitors can discover more about the historical connections between Thai and Indian textiles, and muay Thai boxing. Film locations will also be shown on a green screen, enabling tourists to snap photos with Thailand's popular landmarks.

There will be cultural performances that combine Indian dance styles, such as the traditional silk weaving dance and long drum dance with a xylophone performance from the Thai movie The Overture. Meanwhile, the nora and likay hulu dances will merge with Indian Bharatanatyam, and traditional Isan dance will blend with Indian classical dance.

In addition, there will be Thai movie stunt shows from the King Naresuan series by the Jaika Stunt group, along with DIY workshops on creating herbal inhalers and fantasy candles. Popular Thai dishes and beverages are also available at a food fair.

[image: 2609TravelNews4]

Traveloka and TAT team up for special deals

The travel platform Traveloka has collaborated with the Tourism Authority of Thailand to launch the "Amazing Thailand Deals" campaign that highlights breathtaking holiday destinations, unique experiences and hidden gems available during the green season.

Until Sept 30, Traveloka customers from Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam and Singapore can save up to 20% on thousands of hotels around Thailand when booking stays through Oct 31.

Visit traveloka.com.
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