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Hezbollah Targets Tel Aviv as Israel Moves Forces Toward Lebanon

A top Israeli military official hinted to soldiers of a possible ground invasion as the United States and France drafted a cease-fire proposal to try to stave off a broader conflict.

A house that was hit by a rocket in Kibbutz Saar, in northern Israel, on Wednesday. Baz Ratner/Associated Press



By Liam Stack, Aaron Boxerman, Farnaz Fassihi and Michael Levenson
Liam Stack and Aaron Boxerman reported from Israel, and Farnaz Fassihi from the United Nations General Assembly.


Sep 26, 2024 at 12:28 AM

The Lebanese militia Hezbollah on Wednesday fired a missile deep into Israel, targeting Tel Aviv for the first time, as the Israeli military called up two brigades of reserve soldiers and sent them north toward the border with Lebanon.

The mobilization came as the military's chief of staff, Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi, suggested that Israel was preparing for the possibility of a ground invasion in Lebanon as part of its stepped-up campaign to stop Hezbollah from firing missiles and drones at Israel.

"You hear the jets overhead -- we have been striking all day," General Halevi told soldiers who were conducting military exercises along the Israeli-Lebanese border. "This is both to prepare the ground for your possible entry and to continue degrading Hezbollah."

Praising the soldiers as more experienced and skilled than Hezbollah's fighters, he said: "You go in, destroy the enemy there and decisively destroy their infrastructure."

It was not clear whether General Halevi was trying to unnerve Hezbollah or hinting at an actual battle plan being weighed by Israeli leaders.

Southern Lebanon after an Israeli strike on Wednesday. Amr Abdallah Dalsh/Reuters


Israel's air defenses shot down the missile Hezbollah had aimed at Tel Aviv before it could cause any injuries.

With no end in sight to Israel's clashes with Hamas in the Gaza Strip and Hezbollah in Lebanon, world leaders gathered in New York for the United Nations General Assembly have been calling for the fighting to stop. The United States and France are working on a proposal for a temporary 21-day cease-fire, a pause that they hope will allow for further negotiations, France's foreign minister said on Wednesday.

The proposal, which the two countries hope would avert a wider war and also bolster stalled negotiations between Israel and Hamas in Gaza, comes amid intense discussions between the U.S. administration and other diplomats on the sidelines of the General Assembly.

The French foreign minister and American officials said neither Israel nor Hezbollah had yet signed onto a proposal to end the fighting. The U.S. administration has also been trying for months to broker a cease-fire in Gaza.

Many leaders at the U.N. this week have roundly denounced Israel's military campaigns, pointing to the tens of thousands killed in Gaza and hundreds killed in Lebanon.

In an address to the Security Council, Britain's prime minister, Keir Starmer, called for an immediate end to the fighting between Israel and Hezbollah, saying diplomacy was the only path.

"The region is on the brink," Mr. Starmer said. "We need an immediate cease-fire between Israel and the Lebanese Hezbollah, and the implementation of a political plan which allows Israeli and Lebanese civilians to return to their homes and live in peace and security."

President Biden, speaking on the ABC program "The View" on Wednesday, sounded a note of optimism about the Middle East, but conceded that "an all-out war is possible."

"We're still in play to have a settlement that can fundamentally change the whole region," Mr. Biden said, adding that the "Arab world very much wants to have a settlement."

People arriving in Syria on Wednesday after fleeing Lebanon. Louai Beshara/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The intensification of Israel's campaign against Hezbollah began last week with a clandestine operation that blew up hundreds of the group's pagers and walkie-talkies. Since then, Israel has targeted top Hezbollah commanders and weapons caches.

An Israeli military spokesman, Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, said on Wednesday that fighter jets had struck 2,000 Hezbollah targets in Lebanon in the past three days and that they were striking Hezbollah's "intelligence apparatus" in more than 70 areas.

The strikes on Wednesday killed at least 51 people and wounded 223, the Lebanese health minister, Firass Abiad, said. The ministry's tallies do not distinguish between civilian and fighters.

In recent days, Israeli leaders have given conflicting signals about the prospects of a ground invasion in Lebanon. Danny Danon, Israel's ambassador to the United Nations, told reporters in New York on Tuesday, "We are not eager to start any ground invasion anywhere." But he added, "We are determined to protect the civilians of Israel."

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said in a videotaped statement on Wednesday that he would not detail everything the Israel military was doing, "but I can tell you one thing: We are determined to return our residents in the north safely to their homes."

"I promise you one thing," he added, "we will not rest until they come home."

Israel sent forces into Lebanon in 2006 during a 34-day war with Hezbollah, leading to deadly combat on the group's home turf. Years before that, Israeli forces occupied southern Lebanon for roughly two decades as part of a "security zone" intended to prevent cross-border attacks by militants. Hezbollah was formed with Iranian help in the 1980s to fight the Israeli occupation. Israel ultimately withdrew from Lebanon in 2000, ending what the prime minister at the time, Ehud Barak, called an "18-year tragedy."

In recent weeks, Israel has once again been shifting more military resources to its northern frontier with Lebanon, even as it remains at war with Hamas in Gaza, nearly a year after that group led the deadly cross-border assault on southern Israel.

About 60,000 Israelis have fled their homes since Hezbollah began firing rockets and drones at Israel on Oct. 8 in support of Hamas's attack a day earlier. Over the past week, as Israeli jets have carried out heavy airstrikes in Lebanon, about 500,000 Lebanese people have been displaced, according to Lebanon's foreign ministry.

Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza Strip, on Wednesday. Mohammed Saber/EPA, via Shutterstock


With panic and fear spreading throughout the country, cars have clogged main roads leading to Beirut, while some from the capital have sought refuge in the mountains and farther north. The U.N. refugee agency said on Wednesday that thousands of others had fled to Syria in recent days, in a reversal of the decade-long flow of refugees in the opposite direction.

"This bloodshed is extracting a terrible toll, driving tens of thousands from their homes," Filippo Grandi, the U.N. high commissioner for refugees, said in a statement. "It is yet another ordeal for families who previously fled war in Syria only now to be bombed in the country where they sought shelter."

Early Wednesday morning, air-raid sirens in Israel sent residents of Tel Aviv and the coastal resort of Netanya fleeing into shelters before Israel's air defenses shot down a Hezbollah missile fired from Lebanon, Israeli officials said. Magen David Adom, Israel's main emergency medical organization, said it had not received reports of injuries.

An Israeli military spokesman, Lt. Col. Nadav Shoshani, said it was the first time that Hezbollah had tried to strike Tel Aviv, Israel's economic center, which is 70 miles from the Lebanese border. "They're trying to shoot more and farther in," he said.

It remains unclear how much of Hezbollah's extensive arsenal of missiles and rockets have been destroyed by Israeli airstrikes and what capabilities it still had to carry out major strikes on Israel.

Missiles fired from south Lebanon being shot down in northern Israel over the city of Safed on Wednesday. Atef Safadi/EPA, via Shutterstock


Hezbollah said that it had fired the missile at the headquarters of the Mossad, Israel's foreign intelligence service, in the suburbs of Tel Aviv. The group said the attack was in retaliation for the assassination of its leaders by Israel and the operation that blew up its pagers and walkie-talkies.

Reporting was contributed by Ephrat Livni, Matthew Mpoke Bigg, Gabby Sobelman, Victoria Kim, Sheryl Gay Stolberg and Michael D. Shear.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/25/world/middleeast/israel-hezbollah-lebanon.html
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Kushner's Fund Has Reaped Millions in Fees, but So Far Returned No Profits

The son-in-law of former President Donald J. Trump has said he has intentionally moved slowly to invest investors' money, which came primarily from foreign entities.

Jared Kushner in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, in 2022. About $2 billion of the investments in his private equity firm have come from the Saudi government's Public Investment Fund. Tamir Kalifa for The New York Times



By Eric Lipton
Reporting from Washington


Sep 25, 2024 at 10:04 AM

The private equity firm run by Jared Kushner, the son-in-law of former President Donald J. Trump, has been paid at least $112 million in fees since 2021 by Saudi Arabia and other foreign investors, even though as of July it had not yet returned any profits to the governments largely bankrolling the firm.

Those are among the findings of a Senate Finance Committee inquiry into the operations of Affinity Partners, the Miami-based firm Mr. Kushner set up.

The committee opened an investigation this spring in response to reporting in The New York Times examining the firm's first three years of work.

Senator Ron Wyden, Democrat of Oregon, the committee's chairman, said the new information had only deepened his concerns that Mr. Kushner's firm creates conflicts of interest, particularly with his father-in-law running for re-election.

Mr. Wyden asked why Affinity Partners had not "distributed a penny of earnings back to clients," and suggested that perhaps it was set up primarily as a way for foreign entities to pay the Kushners rather than a typical fund in which partners reap the returns of deployed capital.

"Affinity's investors may not be motivated by commercial considerations but rather the opportunity to funnel foreign government money to members of President Trump's family, namely Jared Kushner and Ivanka Trump," Mr. Wyden wrote in a letter to Affinity this week, asking two dozen questions.

Mr. Kushner, in interviews with The Times, acknowledged that his firm had moved slowly at first to invest the $3 billion it had collected from its investors since it formed in 2021. He said that was, in part, because a flood of venture capital moving into markets made it difficult initially to find attractive deals. That meant a delay in generating profits to return money to his investors.

In a statement, Affinity called the response from Mr. Wyden a political move. The firm said it had followed all federal laws and ethics rules and added that a delay by a private equity firm in returning profits to investors was not unusual.

"Partisan politics aside, Affinity Partners is an S.E.C.-registered investment firm that has always acted appropriately and any suggestion to the contrary is false," Chad Mizelle, Affinity Partners's chief legal officer, said in a statement. "We are fortunate to have the support of some of the world's most sophisticated investors and work hard on their behalf every day."

As The Times has previously reported, at least 99 percent of the roughly $3 billion invested came from overseas sources, including $2 billion from the Saudi government's Public Investment Fund.

Most of the rest of the money comes from the sovereign wealth funds of Qatar and the United Arab Emirates, as well as a chunk from Terry Gou, the Taiwanese billionaire and founder of Foxconn, the world's largest electronics contract manufacturer.

But there is a fifth "mystery foreign investor Affinity has declined to identify," according to the letter the committee sent this week to Mr. Mizelle.

Data assembled by PitchBook, a private equity industry research firm, found that profit distributions are most common during a fund's sixth and seventh years and Affinity has not reached this point. But PitchBook also found that most private equity firms started to pay at least some profits within 2.5 years.

Private equity firms like Affinity raise money from investors, then reinvest that capital into small, often not-yet-public companies they believe have a good chance to grow quickly or be run more efficiently. The hope is that those bets will generate enough return to eventually pay back the original investors with profits that far exceed the management fees.

As of the end of 2023 -- halfway through the five-year investment commitment that Saudi Arabia and the other foreign governments made to Mr. Kushner -- the firm had invested about $535 million of the $3 billion, with that total rising to about $1.1 billion as of July, according to the committee, citing information provided by Affinity.

Saudi Arabia pays Affinity an annual fee of 1.25 percent of its investment, while the three other known investors pay between 1.25 and 2 percent in fees, though Affinity Partners would not disclose exactly how much.

This led the committee staff to estimate that through the end of 2024, a total of $157 million in fees will have been paid to Affinity Partners, with $87 million of that from Saudi Arabia. If the total amount is calculated just for three years based on 1.25 percent fee minimum for all investors, that would mean at least $112.5 million in total fees through July and at least $75 million from Saudi Arabia.

A fixed 2 percent management fee, imposed annually from the start of a private equity firm as it is evaluating the market and making its investment, is relatively common in the industry.

Affinity, which as of earlier this year had 33 employees, also expects to get a small cut of profits made on its investments if they are successful. Mr. Kushner, who is the sole owner, has not disclosed how much he is being paid directly.

To date, Affinity has invested in a variety of companies, including Shlomo Group, an Israeli car-leasing and financing company; Dubizzle Group, a Dubai-based online real estate site; EGYM, a Munich-based electronic fitness company; Mosaic, a California-based solar lending site; and Zamp, an Abu Dhabi-backed fast food company that operates more than 1,000 restaurants in Brazil. The pace of new investments has accelerated considerably this year, including the Israeli financial services firm Phoenix Holdings Ltd. and QXO, a building products company based in Connecticut.

The five-year deal with Affinity's backers gives the firm until August 2026 to find companies it wants to invest in, which would be nearly halfway through Mr. Trump's second term if he wins in November.

That would create an obvious conflict of interest, Mr. Wyden wrote in his letter, as Saudi Arabia and the other foreign partners could attempt to pressure the Trump family as they weigh whether to pull their money out or renegotiate the terms of the deal.

"A potential future Trump administration will have financial motives to make foreign policy decisions that may be counter to the national interest in order to ensure Kushner and Ivanka Trump continue to collect millions of dollars in fees from foreign governments through Affinity," Mr. Wyden wrote.

A spokesman for Affinity disputed this, suggesting that the firms' investors cannot as of 2026 demand new terms or withdraw committed money. The only requirement, he said, was that the initial investments were made by then.

The original investment by Saudi Arabia was made only after officials at the Saudi investment fund questioned Mr. Kushner's experience as a venture capitalist. Before joining the Trump administration, he had been a real-estate developer and had not previously been involved in large international financial deals.

But the board of the Public Investment Fund, led by Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, whom Mr. Kushner had developed a friendship with while serving at the White House, overruled these objections and approved the deal, The Times reported in 2022.

During the inquiry, Affinity Partners also confirmed that its planned projects in Serbia and Albania include unusual provisions that effectively make both of those foreign governments business partners for Mr. Kushner and Ms. Trump. Ms. Trump has said she is helping with the effort in Albania.

The committee's letter says the governments of Albania and Serbia will share in the profits from the luxury hotel deals proposed in the countries, and the governments will be responsible for securing land-use approvals needed before construction can start.

Mr. Wyden said the reliance on foreign financing and government actions leads him to question if Mr. Kushner's business operations should be subject to the Foreign Agents Registration Act. The federal law requires American companies doing political work in the United States on behalf of any foreign governments to file reports with the Justice Department detailing exactly how much they are being paid and any contact they have with American officials on behalf of their foreign clients.

Affinity Partners said in its statement that it had never been asked to represent its investors before the U.S. government, so it had no reason to file a disclosure as a foreign agent.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/25/us/politics/kushner-private-equity-saudi-arabia.html
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How a U.S. Ally Uses Aid as a Cover in War

The United Arab Emirates is expanding a covert campaign to back a winner in Sudan's civil war. Waving the banner of the Red Crescent, it is also smuggling weapons and deploying drones.



By Declan Walsh and Christoph Koettl
Declan Walsh reported from Sudan, Chad and Switzerland. Christoph Koettl analyzed satellite images, flight records and other materials.


Sep 21, 2024 at 11:54 AM

The drones soar over the vast deserts along the Sudanese border, guiding weapons convoys that smuggle illicit arms to fighters accused of widespread atrocities and ethnic cleansing.

They hover over a besieged city at the center of Sudan's terrible famine, supporting a ruthless paramilitary force that has bombed hospitals, looted food shipments and torched thousands of homes, aid groups say.

Yet the drones are flying out of a base where the United Arab Emirates says it is running a humanitarian effort for the Sudanese people -- part of what it calls its "urgent priority" to save innocent lives and stave off starvation in Africa's largest war.

The Emirates is playing a deadly double game in Sudan, a country shredded by one of the world's most catastrophic civil wars.

Eager to cement its role as a regional kingmaker, the wealthy Persian Gulf petrostate is expanding its covert campaign to back a winner in Sudan, funneling money, weapons and, now, powerful drones to fighters rampaging across the country, according to officials, internal diplomatic memos and satellite images analyzed by The New York Times.

All the while, the Emirates is presenting itself as a champion of peace, diplomacy and international aid. It is even using one of the world's most famous relief symbols -- the Red Crescent, the counterpart of the Red Cross -- as a cover for its secret operation to fly drones into Sudan and smuggle weapons to fighters, satellite images show and American officials say.

The war in Sudan, a sprawling gold-rich nation with nearly 500 miles of Red Sea coastline, has been fueled by a plethora of foreign nations, like Iran and Russia. They are supplying arms to the warring sides, hoping to tilt the scales for profit or their own strategic gain -- while the people of Sudan are caught in the crossfire.

But the Emirates is playing the largest and most consequential role of all, officials say, publicly pledging to ease Sudan's suffering even as it secretly inflames it.

Recently arrived Sudanese refugees from the Darfur region, in line to receive food on the outskirts of Adre, a town in eastern Chad, in July. Ivor Prickett for The New York Times


Starvation haunts Sudan. Famine was officially declared last month after nearly 18 months of fighting, which has killed tens of thousands and scattered at least 10 million people in the world's worst displacement crisis, the United Nations says. Aid groups call it a calamity of "historic proportions."

The Emirates says it has made "absolutely clear" that it is not arming or supporting "any of the warring parties" in Sudan. To the contrary, it says, it is "alarmed by the rapidly accelerating humanitarian catastrophe" and pushing for an "immediate cease-fire."

At a major meeting on Sudan at the United Nations on Wednesday, where one speaker after another decried a "man-made" catastrophe of apocalyptic proportions, the Emirates emphasized its aid to the war's victims. 

But for more than a year, the Emirates has been secretly bolstering the Rapid Support Forces, or R.S.F., the paramilitary group fighting Sudan's military for control of Africa's third-largest country.


A Times investigation last year detailing the Emirati weapons smuggling operation was confirmed by U.N. investigators in January, when they cited "credible" evidence that the Emirates was breaking a two-decade U.N. arms embargo in Sudan.

Now, the Emiratis are amplifying their covert campaign. Powerful Chinese-made drones, by far the largest deployed in Sudan's war, are being flown from an airport across the border in Chad that the Emirates has expanded into a well-equipped, military-style airfield.

Hangars have been built and a drone control station installed, satellite images show. Many of the cargo planes that have landed at the airport during the war previously transported weapons for the Emirates to other conflict zones, like Libya, where the Emiratis have also been accused of breaching an arms embargo, a Times analysis of flight tracking data found.

American officials say the Emiratis are now using the airport to fly advanced military drones to provide the R.S.F. with battlefield intelligence, and to escort weapons shipments to fighters in Sudan -- to keep an eye out for ambushes.

Through an analysis of satellite images, The Times identified the type of drone being used: the Wing Loong 2, a Chinese model often compared to the MQ-9 Reaper of the U.S. Air Force.

The images show an apparent munitions bunker at the airport and a Wing Loong ground control station beside the runway -- only about 750 yards from an Emirati-run hospital that has treated wounded R.S.F. fighters.

Video: 

Airbus DS, 2023 via Skywatch (Before image). Airbus DS, 2024 (July image).

The Wing Loong can fly for 32 hours, has a range of 1,000 miles and can carry up to a dozen missiles or bombs. So far, the drones do not seem to be conducting airstrikes of their own in Sudan, officials say, but are providing surveillance and identifying targets on chaotic battlefields.

That makes them "a significant force multiplier," said J. Michael Dahm, a senior fellow at the Virginia-based Mitchell Institute for Aerospace Studies.

After taking off from the base, the drones may in fact be piloted remotely from Emirati soil, experts and officials say. Recently, they have been detected patrolling the skies above the embattled Sudanese city of El Fasher, where people are starving and surrounded by the R.S.F. The city is home to nearly two million people, and fears are rising that the war is on the precipice of even more atrocities.

Chinese-made Wing Loong drones on display at an air show in Dubai in 2019. Karim Sahib/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


American officials have been pressuring all the war's combatants to stop the carnage.

Vice President Kamala Harris confronted the leader of the Emirates, Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed, over his country's support of the R.S.F. when the two met in December, according to officials briefed on the exchange. President Biden called this week for an end to the "senseless war," warning that the R.S.F.'s brutal, monthslong siege on El Fasher "has become a full-on assault."

The crisis is expected to come up again when he and Ms. Harris host the Emirati leader at the White House for the first time on Monday.

"It's got to stop," John F. Kirby, a White House spokesman, said of the siege.

'They Can't Lie to Us Anymore'

Both sides in Sudan's civil war have been accused of war crimes, including brutal assaults filmed by the fighters themselves.

The war erupted in 2023, when a power struggle between Sudan's military and the R.S.F. -- a fighting force it helped create -- erupted into gunfire on the streets of the capital and quickly enveloped the nation.

Sudanese military planes have bombed civilians, while rights groups accuse the R.S.F. of ethnic cleansing and indiscriminate shelling that has destroyed hospitals, homes and aid warehouses.

In El Fasher, Doctors Without Borders has accused the military of bombing a children's hospital, and R.S.F. troops of plundering a hospital and blocking food intended for a camp of 400,000 starving people.

In Sudan's capital, Khartoum, shells fired by the Rapid Support Forces blasted a hole in the Aliaa Specialist Hospital last April. Ivor Prickett for The New York Times


Aid workers are hoping to airdrop food into the city, which Toby Harward, the top U.N. official for Darfur, likened to "hell on earth."

The Emirates insists it is simply trying to halt the war and help its victims. It has provided $230 million in aid and delivered 10,000 tons of relief supplies, and it played a prominent role in recent American-led peace talks in Switzerland.

"The U.A.E. remains committed to supporting the people of Sudan in restoring peace," Lana Nusseibeh, an Emirati minister for foreign affairs, said afterward.

Senior American officials have privately tried to coax the Emirates to drop its covert operations, bluntly confronting it with American intelligence on what the Gulf state is doing inside Sudan, said five American officials with knowledge of the conversations.

After Vice President Harris raised American objections to the arms smuggling with Sheikh Mohammed in December, the Emirati leader offered what some officials considered a tacit acknowledgment.

Vice President Kamala Harris and the leader of the Emirates, Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed, in Dubai in December. She confronted him over his country's support of the R.S.F. during the meeting, officials said. UAE Presidential Court/EPA, via Shutterstock


While not admitting direct support to the R.S.F., Sheikh Mohammed said he owed the paramilitary group's leader, Lt. Gen. Mohamed Hamdan, for sending troops to fight alongside the Emirates in the war in Yemen, according to two American officials briefed on the exchange.

Sheikh Mohammed also said he viewed the R.S.F. as a bulwark against Islamist political movements in the region, which the Emirati royal family has long considered a threat to its authority, the officials said. (The Emirati government did not respond to questions about the conversation.)

"They can't lie to us anymore, because they know that we know," said one American official who, like others, was not authorized to speak publicly about the intelligence.

Relief organizations are particularly incensed with the Emirates, accusing it of running "a Potemkin aid operation" to disguise its support to the R.S.F., according to Jeremy Konyndyk, president of Refugees International and a former Obama and Biden administration official.

"They want it both ways," he said of the Emiratis. "They want to act like a rogue, supporting their militia client and turning a blind eye to whatever they do with their weapons. And they want to appear like a constructive, rules-abiding member of the international system."

Sudan's civil war has turned the country, perched strategically on the Red Sea, into a global free-for-all. Iran has supplied armed drones to the Sudanese military, which has fought alongside Ukrainian special forces in the capital, Khartoum. Egypt has also sided with the military.

Russia has played both sides. Wagner mercenaries initially supplied missiles to the R.S.F., United Nations inspectors found. More recently, officials say, the Kremlin has tilted to the military, offering it weapons in exchange for naval access to Sudan's Red Sea coast.

The Houthis of Yemen sent shiploads of weapons to Sudan's military, at Iran's behest, and gas-rich Qatar sent six Chinese warplanes, American officials say. (Qatar and the Houthis denied sending military aid.)

Lt. Gen. Mohamed Hamdan, the leader of the Rapid Support Forces paramilitaries, at Sudan's military headquarters in 2019. He is also widely known as Hemeti. Declan Walsh/The New York Times


The Emirates has sent an array of weapons as well, officials have concluded.

"The delivery of drones, howitzers, multiple rocket launchers and MANPADS to the R.S.F. by the U.A.E. has helped it neutralize the air superiority" of Sudan's military, the European Union ambassador to Sudan, Aidan O'Hara, wrote in February in a confidential memo obtained by The Times. (A MANPAD, or Man-Portable Air Defense System, is a type of antiaircraft missile.)

The memo contained other startling assertions: that Saudi Arabia has given money to Sudan's military, which used it to buy Iranian drones; that as many as 200,000 foreign mercenaries were fighting alongside the R.S.F.; and that Wagner mercenaries had trained the R.S.F. to use the antiaircraft missiles supplied by the Emirates.

The Emirati role appears to be part of a broader push into Africa. Last year, it announced $45 billion in investments across the continent, analysts say, nearly twice as much as China. Recently, it has expanded into a new business: war.

It turned the tide of Ethiopia's civil war in 2021 by supplying armed drones to the prime minister at a crucial point in the fight, ultimately helping him emerge victorious. Now it appears to be trying to repeat the same feat in Sudan with the R.S.F.

The Arms Pipeline

Last year, when cargo planes began to land at the airport in Amdjarass, 600 miles east of the Chadian capital, Ndjamena, the Emirates said it had come to establish a field hospital for Sudanese refugees.

But within months, American officials discovered that the $20 million hospital quietly treated R.S.F. fighters, and that the cargo planes also carried weapons that were later smuggled to fighters inside Sudan.

The Times analysis of satellite images and flight records showed that the Emiratis set up the drone system at the same time they were promoting their humanitarian operation.

Video: 

A promotional video shows the Emirates Red Crescent delivering for the field hospital at Amdjarass, near Chad's border with Sudan. U.N. investigators say weapons were also delivered under the guise of aid.

During a lengthy phone call in early May with his Emirati counterpart, President Biden's national security adviser, Jake Sullivan, cited American intelligence that had been declassified so that it could be shared with a foreign official. The evidence documented Emirati military support to the R.S.F., two American officials briefed on the exchange said.

But the American candor appears to have had little impact. The Emirates has only doubled down on its support to the R.S.F. in recent months, American officials and witnesses in Chad say.

Fewer cargo flights now land at Amdjarass airport, where they can be easily detected, but a greater proportion of supplies arrives by truck, often along routes that bypass major cities and towns, officials say.


Traces of Emirati-supplied weapons are also being found on the battlefield. Human Rights Watch recently identified Serbian-made missiles, fired from an unidentified drone, that it said were originally sold to the Emirates.

"It's very clear: The U.A.E. is sending money, the U.A.E. is sending weapons," said Succes Masra, a former prime minister of Chad.

After complaints from Western officials, he said, he told his nation's president, Mahamat Idriss Deby, that allowing the Emirates to funnel weapons through Chad was a "huge mistake."

Nothing changed. The Emirates promised Mr. Deby a $1.5 billion loan, nearly as big as Chad's $1.8 billion national budget a year earlier.

The Emirates supports the R.S.F. in other ways, too. Earlier this year, an Emirati private jet carried the paramilitary force's leader, General Hamdan, on a tour of six African countries, where he was treated like a head of state.

Dubai, one of the seven emirates that make up the nation, is the hub of the R.S.F.'s business empire, which is anchored in gold trading. The U.S. Treasury has imposed sanctions on what it calls an R.S.F. "front company" and recently listed seven Emirati companies under investigation on suspicion of being linked to the paramilitary group.

General Hamdan's 34-year-old brother, Algoney Hamdan, has lived in Dubai since 2014 and was singled out by American sanctions. Yet he is now an interlocutor for stuttering peace efforts. Speaking in Switzerland during last month's talks, Mr. Hamdan brushed off the U.S. measures against him.

"If it brings peace to Sudan, they can sanction as many companies as they want," he said.

Mr. Hamdan conceded that some R.S.F. troops had committed abuses, but insisted the Emirates was not backing the R.S.F.

"There is no proof of anything," he said. "It's just false propaganda."

A Cherished Symbol of Aid

The Emirati operation in Chad has deeply worried the Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, one of the world's oldest and most venerable aid movements.

It learned only from news reports that the Emirates Red Crescent had established a hospital in Amdjarass, said Tommaso Della Longa, a Red Cross spokesman. The Emirates Red Crescent, which is funded by the Emirati government, did not inform the international federation, as it should have, he added.

The Emiratis eagerly touted their largess. The government's publicity showed workers unloading cargo pallets and treating patients under the Red Crescent logo -- an emblem dating back to the 1870s that is legally protected under the Geneva Conventions. Misuse of that symbol is a potential war crime.

A photograph released by Emirati state media showing aid after two Emirati aircraft have arrived in Amdjarass, Chad, in November. Emirates News Agency


Worried that its reputation for neutrality was at risk, the Red Cross sent fact-finding missions to Chad in 2023 and 2024, "to better understand" what the Emiratis were doing under the Red Crescent banner in Amdjarass, Mr. Della Longa said.

They found few answers.

When the officials arrived, they were turned away from the Emirati field hospital for unspecified "security reasons," Mr. Della Longa said. The officials eventually left Chad without setting foot in the hospital.

The Emirates Red Crescent did not respond to questions.

Mr. Konyndyk, the Refugees International official, said it was "unheard-of" for an aid organization to bar its own officials from visiting a hospital that supposedly treats refugees.

"The Emirates seems to be instrumentalizing the Red Crescent as cover for well-documented arms shipments to a militia that is actively committing atrocities in Darfur."

In June, Emirati officials said they had treated nearly 30,000 patients, and were looking to expand the hospital, but people in Amdjarass say the hospital opens for just four hours a day.

The Emirates opened a second field hospital in Chad, in the city of Abeche in April. When The Times visited the 80-bed facility in July, doctors readily offered a tour of its well-equipped wards, which the hospital's director, Dr. Khalid Mohammed, said received as many as 250 patients every day.

Patients wait to be seen at a field hospital in the Chadian city of Abeche, built by the Emirates at a cost of $20 million, which opened in April. Ivor Prickett for The New York Times


A private Emirati company ran the hospital, and it had no connection with the Red Cross or Crescent, he said. But the hospital closed at 4 p.m. each day, limiting the medical services it could provide.

The Red Cross says it is still trying to figure out what the Emiratis are up to.

"The process is not finished," Mr. Della Longa, the Red Cross spokesman, said of the inquiry into the Amdjarass hospital. "We want to get to the bottom of it."

Counterbalancing Iran

As Sudan plunges deeper into what many experts called the world's biggest humanitarian crisis, American officials say they are more sharply focused on the conflict than ever.

Antony J. Blinken, the secretary of state, organized last month's peace talks in Switzerland despite their low chance of halting the fighting.

And Mr. Sullivan, the national security adviser, intervened directly with officials from Saudi Arabia when they appeared to be obstructing talks, said three people with knowledge of the interactions.

But the Biden administration is divided on a fundamental question: How hard should it push the Emirates?

When the U.S. envoy to Sudan, Tom Perriello, suggested on a podcast on Sept. 4 that he supported a boycott of the Emirates by the rapper Macklemore, who recently canceled a Dubai show over the Emirates' role in Sudan, it provoked a furious private reaction from Emirati officials, several officials said.

"I sure didn't have Macklemore as hero for Sudan on my bingo card," Mr. Perriello said on the podcast.

Some senior White House and State Department officials felt Mr. Perriello had gone too far, while others cringed at the idea of cowing to the Emiratis for the sake of good relations.

The dispute reflected the limits of challenging the Emirates, a country the United States relies on for many global priorities. The Emirates is a staunch American ally against Iran, a signatory of the Abraham Accords to establish diplomatic relations with Israel, a potential player in postwar Gaza, and it has even facilitated prisoner swaps between Ukraine and Russia.

The Gulf state has shrugged off international censure before, notably over its role in Yemen, but it appears to be sensitive to growing criticism over Sudan.

An empty street in the heavily destroyed Al-Shaabi market in the Sudanese capital, Khartoum, in April. Ivor Prickett for The New York Times


When European diplomats considered last February whether the nation "would have any qualms about the slaughter and devastation" caused by its actions in Sudan, the confidential E.U. memo said, the diplomats concluded that the Emiratis "would be more concerned about any damage to their reputation rather than any sense of moral culpability."

But whether the Emiratis would be willing to cede Sudan to one of the many rival powers piling into the war, especially Iran, is another matter entirely.

The prospect of Iran gaining a foothold on the Western shores of the Red Sea has clearly unnerved the Emirates and several other Arab countries involved in Sudan, officials say.

That sense of alarm is driving a proxy war and prompting rival powers to pour ever more weapons into Sudan, pushing the tottering state toward complete collapse.

The Emiratis say Sudanese refugees are grateful for the Emirati help. But the anger among others is growing.

Last week, when Ms. Nusseibeh, the Emirati minister who took part in peace talks in Switzerland, visited one of the hospitals in Chad to showcase her country's good works, she was confronted by an infuriated Sudanese refugee.

"You know very well that you ignited this war!" yelled a man during a public meeting, in an exchange that quickly spread on social media. "We don't want anything from you, except that you stop it."

Speaking by phone, the man, who asked to be identified as Suliman out of fear of reprisals, said he hadn't been able to contain himself.

R.S.F. brutality had forced him to flee Sudan a year earlier, joining 800,000 refugees now in Chad, he said. So when the Emirati minister sat before him, he said, he saw "the reason my house was destroyed."

"I lost everything," he said. "I had to get up and say what was in my heart."

Julian Barnes and Eric Schmitt contributed reporting from Washington, and Shuaib Almosawa from Bangalore, India. Videos and graphics by Alexander Cardia and Josh Holder.
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Behind Kamala Harris's Rise: Silicon Valley's Wealthiest Woman

The alliance between Kamala Harris and Laurene Powell Jobs is a genuine friendship that has thrust the press-shy billionaire philanthropist into the political spotlight.

Over the past 20 years, Laurene Powell Jobs, the widow of Steve Jobs, right, has become an essential confidante of Vice President Kamala Harris, left. Lauren Justice/Reuters



By Theodore Schleifer
Theodore Schleifer has written about Silicon Valley philanthropy and Ms. Powell Jobs's work since 2017.


Sep 24, 2024 at 08:36 PM

After Vice President Joe Biden swore in Kamala Harris as a United States senator in January 2017, they posed for a customary photo in the Capitol with her family. Then she asked her future boss for a favor: Would he indulge in one more photo?

"Come on, everybody," Ms. Harris said, waving in a dozen others. "My extended family is here."

The first member of Ms. Harris's entourage to approach Mr. Biden just happened to be one of the richest people in the world: Laurene Powell Jobs.

Ms. Powell Jobs, the philanthropist who controls a fortune worth over $11 billion, stood just behind Mr. Biden's right shoulder, joining Ms. Harris's best friend from kindergarten and others in her inner circle. As the photo was snapped and the group broke up, Mr. Biden grabbed a coveted 60 seconds with Ms. Powell Jobs -- asking about her son and talking about his ambitions for cancer research.

Few figures have cultivated a more consequential friendship with Ms. Harris, now the Democratic nominee for president, than Ms. Powell Jobs, who for decades was married to one of America's most famous entrepreneurs, Steve Jobs.

Over the past 20 years, she has become one of Ms. Harris's most essential confidantes, providing counsel and money, and helping to expand Ms. Harris's public profile. Now, in this year's presidential race, the wealthiest woman in Silicon Valley has emerged as a powerful player behind the scenes. She has quietly contributed millions of dollars to an organization backing Ms. Harris, according to three people briefed on the gifts.

She played a hidden but key role in helping usher Mr. Biden out of the race, which cleared the way for a Harris run.

And Ms. Powell Jobs, who is so close to the vice president that her staff refers to her simply as "L.P.J.," is positioned to have extraordinary influence, or at least access, in a potential Harris administration.

"Laurene has a gift for friendship, especially old friends -- she is tribally loyal," said David Bradley, who sold The Atlantic magazine to Ms. Powell Jobs's company, the Emerson Collective. "Kamala Harris falls within that ring of friends."

Silicon Valley roots

Ms. Powell Jobs, center, and her son, Reed, right, speaking with Hillary Clinton in Stanford, Calif., in 2016. Justin Sullivan/Getty Images


Darren Walker, the president of the Ford Foundation, found himself at an intimate dinner in Washington last fall, along with Ms. Powell Jobs, Ms. Harris and Doug Emhoff, Ms. Harris's husband.

The women, he recalled, seemed especially at ease. "It was the vice president's residence," he said, "but they were sitting on the sofa like longtime girlfriends."

Over fish and African vegetables, Mr. Walker said, they chatted about art and recounted stories of their recent travels to Africa.

"There was no mention of any political leaders," he said. "No one mentioned Trump. No one mentioned the president."

Politicians often use the word "friend" to describe patrons who can power their campaigns and careers. Neither Ms. Harris nor Ms. Powell Jobs, who both zealously guard their privacy, would comment for this story. But in interviews, three dozen people with insight into their bond described a genuine friendship built on a shared political philosophy, an interest in art and culture and their mutual trials as women in the public spotlight.

Ms. Harris, 59, and Ms. Powell Jobs, 60, rose to prominence together in the Bay Area: Ms. Powell Jobs donated $500 to Ms. Harris's first run for district attorney of San Francisco in 2003. The next year, they attended the March for Women's Lives in Washington, D.C., part of a "posse" of female leaders from the Bay Area, recalled Andrea Dew Steele, who organized the group.

"She was helpful early on in Kamala's career," Ms. Dew Steele recalled.

The women spent the next two decades traveling among the same Silicon Valley elite. They have attended each other's family events: Ms. Powell Jobs was one of about 60 people to attend Ms. Harris's wedding to Mr. Emhoff in 2014, and Ms. Powell Jobs invited Ms. Harris to the wedding of her son, Reed, this year in Hawaii, which Mr. Emhoff attended. They even shared the same celebrity dermatologist.

Even as Ms. Harris's career took her to Sacramento and Washington, they have gone on personal trips together, with Ms. Harris at times flying on Ms. Powell Jobs's private plane. They have prioritized one-on-one meals when they've found themselves in the same city: They have been spotted together at Quince, the San Francisco hot spot, and were once seen chatting with Rupert Murdoch at the high-end restaurant Nobu Malibu. 

Susie Tompkins Buell, a San Francisco philanthropist who is close to both women, recalled the look on Ms. Powell Jobs's face as Ms. Harris spoke at her swearing-in as attorney general in 2011.

"I've watched them appreciate each other in a room full of a lot of people -- Laurene looking so proudly at Kamala when she was speaking, and just seeing this great sense of appreciation and pride," she said. She has texted with Ms. Powell Jobs in recent weeks about how to support Ms. Harris's presidential bid. "I know she's just besides herself with joy."

'I vote for her'

As first lady, Michelle Obama invited Ms. Powell Jobs, top right, to sit in her box for President Barack Obama's State of the Union address in 2012. Doug Mills/The New York Times


In 2017, Ms. Powell Jobs consented to a rare interview onstage at a tech conference hosted by the journalist Kara Swisher, who would become a New York Times opinion writer. She brought Ms. Harris along and made the interview a twofer.

It was the beginning of the Trump administration, but Ms. Swisher was already looking ahead to the next election. When she jokingly asked Ms. Powell Jobs if she was planning to run for president in 2020, Ms. Powell Jobs quickly turned the question into an opportunity to promote Ms. Harris, then a newly elected senator from California.

"Well, one of us should," Ms. Powell Jobs replied. She pointed at Ms. Harris and said, "I vote for her."

Ms. Powell Jobs's re-emergence into public and political life in the years since her husband died of cancer, in 2011, has been cautious and deliberate. She began making bigger political donations and lobbying Washington, pressing President Barack Obama on education at a closed-door Q. and A. with other tech billionaires during his 2012 re-election campaign, according to a person who was in the room.

Ms. Powell Jobs was, like her late husband, an enigma -- but she had sweeping ambitions. Politicians began to seek her out. Michelle Obama invited her to sit in her box during Mr. Obama's State of the Union address in 2012. Hillary Clinton cultivated her, and Ms. Powell Jobs hosted a 20-person, $200,000-a-head event for Mrs. Clinton's 2016 presidential campaign. She struck up a friendship with Kevin McCarthy, the former Republican speaker of the House.

And as Ms. Harris sought higher office, Ms. Powell Jobs hosted a series of fund-raisers for her, including several at her house and one in 2014 with fellow Silicon Valley royalty like Marc Benioff, the founder of Salesforce; the investor Ron Conway, her closest political confidant; and Sean Parker, the early Facebook executive. In 2016, she spent election night taking selfies with Ms. Harris at a party in Los Angeles, celebrating Ms. Harris's election to the Senate.

As a senator, Ms. Harris often visited Emerson Collective's offices in Washington to speak with Ms. Powell Jobs, her staff and the billionaire's friends like Yo-Yo Ma and the fashion designer Marc Ecko.

Still, the sprawl of Ms. Powell Jobs's empire, vast even among ambitious Silicon Valley billionaires, sometimes gets in the way. Ms. Powell Jobs's 2017 near-total purchase of The Atlantic has at times made her reluctant to jump more fully into politics. She has told other Democrats that as the de facto owner of a large media company -- Ms. Powell Jobs has even tried her hand at journalism, interviewing Ms. Harris for an event hosted by The Atlantic -- she should not be a full-fledged partisan actor, to the frustration of some on both her and Ms. Harris's teams. She declined to significantly help Ms. Harris's presidential bid in 2019.

The fateful debate

Ms. Powell Jobs has visited the Biden-Harris White House nine times, including in 2022 to receive the Presidential Medal of Freedom on behalf of Steve Jobs. Haiyun Jiang/The New York Times


Ms. Powell Jobs has visited the Biden-Harris White House nine times, but she has not always loved the administration.

The first years of Ms. Harris's tenure as vice president were especially difficult, as she drew criticism for her efforts on illegal immigration and reports of unhappiness among her staff. She frequently leaned on Ms. Powell Jobs, confiding in her about the toll that the public scrutiny was taking, according to a person briefed on the relationship, and Ms. Powell Jobs pushed other Democrats to defend her more vigorously.

But Ms. Powell Jobs's relationship with Mr. Biden has been trickier. She has been a major shareholder in Apple and Disney, and has bristled at some Biden policy positions that she considers anti-tech. She expressed frustration over what she considered hostile rhetoric from the president about rich people and Silicon Valley.

Then came the June debate.

After Mr. Biden's disastrous performance against former President Donald J. Trump, Ms. Powell Jobs expressed to other major Democratic donors her deep concerns about Mr. Biden's ability to win the election. One of her top aides, David Simas, a former Obama staff member who oversees her political research, circulated focus-group and polling data to other donors that painted a dire portrait. Several said that Mr. Simas's research was influential in encouraging them to mobilize against Mr. Biden.

As Mr. Biden insisted that he would not leave the race, Ms. Harris quietly tried to survey her options and navigate the sensitive politics of the moment. Among those she turned to for counsel was Ms. Powell Jobs.

Just weeks later, Ms. Powell Jobs was at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago, sitting at times in Ms. Harris's exclusive friends and family box and watching her companion formally accept the party's nomination for president.

A Harris administration role?

Ms. Harris and Ms. Powell Jobs have talked for decades about the challenges of being women in the public eye -- and now the billionaire could help elect the country's first female president.

Ms. Powell Jobs was not particularly involved in Mr. Biden's re-election campaign, but she has told friends recently that she was energized by Ms. Harris's ascension. She has joined calls with Harris campaign officials in recent weeks and told them that she was eager to host an intimate, pricey event for her, similar to the one she threw for Mrs. Clinton, although with time short and money flooding in, officials are skeptical that an event will come together.

Ms. Powell Jobs has spoken with other female leaders in technology and encouraged them to publicly support Ms. Harris. And her team has circulated to other megadonors a list of 17 recommended pro-Harris organizations to which they can donate, including the super PAC Future Forward, where one of her senior political aides is working. Ms. Powell Jobs prefers to make undisclosed contributions, and she has donated millions to Future Forward's dark-money vehicle, according to three people briefed on the donations.

Friends of Ms. Powell Jobs have long thought she might want to go into politics. Some have wondered whether, if Ms. Harris wins the election, Ms. Powell Jobs might want a formal role in the administration, such as secretary of education, one of her top issues. Others hope she will simply use her clout to try to influence Ms. Harris more informally, such as by pushing her to support tougher measures to fight climate change.

Either way, Marc Porter Magee, an education-reform advocate, predicted that Ms. Powell Jobs would emerge as an insider in a Harris administration.

"Laurene is one of a small number of philanthropists who has both made significant investments in educational innovation and is also actively engaged in Democratic politics," he said. "If Harris wins, she and her staff could emerge as important players in an administration that has yet to define its K-12 agenda."

Is the publicity-averse Ms. Powell Jobs even interested in a Washington career?

"I do live a life of service now, and I feel like I am getting good at it," Ms. Powell Jobs told an interviewer in 2022. "It's not my intention," she said, "but I would not necessarily shy away from another opportunity."
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The Global Profile


Ukrainian Poet and Rock Star Fights Near Front and Performs Behind It

Serhiy Zhadan, 50, is a beloved Ukrainian poet as well as a novelist, lyricist and rock star. Furious over the invasion, he enlisted to fight even as his band still plays and his readings fill halls.

Serhiy Zhadan, a Ukrainian poet, rock star and now a soldier, at a military position in the Kharkiv region of Ukraine, in July. There is a Russian bounty on his head. David Guttenfelder for The New York Times



By Carlotta Gall and Oleksandr Chubko
A team of reporters followed Serhiy Zhadan, Ukraine's leading poet and rock star, over several months, attending concerts and poetry readings in Kyiv, Ukraine, and his home city of Kharkiv, and driving out on an operation with the Khartia National Guard Brigade, in which he serves.


Sep 24, 2024 at 10:02 AM

When the Ukrainian army hit a crisis of recruitment earlier this year amid rising losses on the battlefield, one of the most popular cultural personalities in the country stepped up and enlisted.

"At some point it became uncomfortable not to join up," said Serhiy Zhadan, in an interview at a military base in July.

A beloved poet, novelist, lyricist and rock star in Ukraine, Mr. Zhadan, 50, joined a local National Guard brigade in his home city of Kharkiv in May and started a two-month stint in boot camp. By summer he was serving in an engineering unit on the second line of defense.

Many of his friends were already fighting, he said of his decision to enlist. "This feeling that someone is fighting for you, instead of you, while you are also able to join, was also important."

Although he said he did not intend to set an example, Mr. Zhadan's decision to join the army resonated with many, across generations and with lovers of both his words and music.

He can fill a sports hall or a Kyiv theater for poetry readings, as he did on occasions this summer, and his rock band was acclaimed for delivering the best set at the Atlas music festival, Ukraine's largest, in July. Proceeds of his performances go toward buying medical supplies and other equipment for the soldiers.

His commanders and friends in the Khartia National Guard Brigade were happy for the morale boost and publicity his presence has brought. He has long been a supporter and fund-raiser for the brigade, and even gave it its name, which means Charter, when volunteers from Kharkiv formed it in 2022.

Mr. Zhadan performing a reading of his poetry in Kyiv, in August. Brendan Hoffman for The New York Times


But his commanders are also conscious of the responsibility to keep such a national icon safe. A Russian war blogger has announced a $5,000 price on his head. Mr. Zhadan said that he was not getting special treatment, but that in breaks in his training, soldiers and instructors would ask him for selfies.

Poets have held a special place in Soviet society and its aftermath, trusted as dissidents under a brutal totalitarian system, and as moral and cultural guides in the chaotic transition after the breakup of the Soviet Union.

In his work, Mr. Zhadan has searched for meaning for what he calls the last Soviet generation, people like himself who grew up in the Soviet Union and came of age as Ukraine gained its independence, participated in years of rallies and democracy protests, and are now fighting a war.

His fans, whether of his poetry, music or both, turn to him for cultural sustenance.

"We all need food for our souls," said Bohdan Beniuk, director of the Theater on Podil in Kyiv, as he introduced Mr. Zhadan at a poetry reading in July.

His rock concerts with his band Zhadan i Sobaky (Zhadan and the Dogs) have brought him additional popularity, especially with younger people. His songs, a mixture of punk and jazz, which he writes the lyrics for and the band sets to music, are anarchic, full of profanities and odes to drugs, alcohol and rock 'n' roll. But they're also about love and freedom.

Mr. Zhadan performing with his band Zhadan and the Dogs, in 2023. Brendan Hoffman for The New York Times


His body of written work -- poetry and prose spanning more than three decades, chronicling his own evolution and that of his generation -- has made him one of the most important contemporary literary figures in the country. Significantly, he is a poet from eastern Ukraine, and he has given voice to the people from the borderland provinces of the Donbas, which are now largely occupied by Russian forces and claimed by President Vladimir V. Putin as part of Russia.

"He's a great poet," said Tamara Hundorova, a professor at the Institute of Literature at the Academy of Sciences of Ukraine and a visiting professor at Princeton and Harvard Universities, who last year proposed Mr. Zhadan for the Nobel Prize in Literature. "He's a true poet but he's also a citizen, he's very engaged in this very difficult time."

Professor Hundorova, among other academics, credits Mr. Zhadan with helping revitalize the Ukrainian language, not least with his use of slang and swear words, and contributing to a cultural renaissance, picking up the mantle of Ukrainian futurist poets of the 1920s, who flourished in Kharkiv but were cut short by the purges under Stalin.

Born in August 1974, the son of a Soviet army officer, Mr. Zhadan grew up in a village southeast of Kharkiv, near the Russian border, and went to high school in the nearby town of Starobilsk. The town, where his father is buried, has been under Russian occupation since 2022.

He studied philology at the H.S. Skovoroda Kharkiv National Pedagogical University in Kharkiv, Ukraine's second largest city and its former capital, and has since made his home there. After graduating, he worked as a researcher at the Kharkiv Literary Museum and joined a collective of young writers.

His mother's younger sister, Oleksandra Kovalova, a poet and translator, who was prominent in the Ukrainian national liberation movement in Kharkiv, was a formative influence. She took him to political rallies, introduced him to literary and artistic circles in Kharkiv, and helped him publish his first volume of poetry.

The audience at a poetry reading by Mr. Zhadan. "He's a true poet but he's also a citizen, he's very engaged in this very difficult time," said a literature professor. Brendan Hoffman for The New York Times


He burst on the literary scene at age 17, "baring his soul boldly," in 1991, the year that Ukraine gained independence, Ms. Hundorova, the professor, said in an interview.

Ahead of the times, he was the first to explore the symbolism of losing the country, the Soviet Union, that he had grown up in, and seeing his parents' world, and all the certainties of the communist system, collapse -- and along with it, the authority of the older generation. His generation, he depicted as homeless and nihilistic, in constant migration.

Later in adulthood, he experienced a homecoming, explored in his 2010 novel "Voroshilovgrad," rediscovering a deep connection to the "high sky" and "black earth" of the land and a feeling of loyalty and belonging to the neglected, postindustrial regions of the east.

The novel, whose title references a Soviet-era name for the eastern Ukrainian city of Luhansk, was prescient, revealing the deep ties Ukrainians felt for their homeland. His poetry was too. He published poems about war coming to the region a full two years before Russia began its military interference to annex the Crimean Peninsula and its staging of a separatist rebellion in eastern Ukraine.

The full-scale invasion in 2022, when Russian troops came close to capturing the city of Kharkiv, robbed him of words at first, he said.

"The stress was so enormous, it took your breath away," he said. But the need to write returned after a few months. He remains prolific, dwelling on pain, death and separation, and the importance of recording it all.

In recent poems translated from the Ukrainian by Virlana Tkacz and Wanda Phipps, he wrote:

They didn't tell you the most important thing.
They didn't warn you that death is limited
By the silence that comes with it.


He returned to the theme in another poem:

The only rule -- grow roots,
Break through.
The only chance -- reach out for a branch, grab hold of a voice.
There is nothing else.
No one will remember you for your silence.
No one but you can name the rivers nearby.


On a morning in July driving with an engineering team near the front line, he expressed great rage against the Russian occupation of the eastern provinces of Ukraine.

He said he had friends living under Russian occupation, who became trapped and unable to leave. Some have been detained, some have been killed and their property seized, and a classmate even ended up fighting and dying on the Russian side, he said.

"In the east, the war cuts through every family," he said.

Yet he remains confident Ukraine will prevail.

"It will be a long process, but I think at the end of this process we will see a return to our borders," he said.

For the Russians, he predicted great turmoil. "With this war, they started a very serious and irreversible, internal destruction," he said. "I think we are witnessing this colossus crumbling."

Mr. Zhadan, left, holding a piece of a crashed Russian drone that one of his comrades is documenting with his phone.  David Guttenfelder for The New York Times


Vladyslav Golovin contributed reporting from Kyiv, Ukraine.
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That Message From Your Doctor? It May Have Been Drafted by A.I.

Overwhelmed by queries, physicians are turning to artificial intelligence to correspond with patients. Many have no clue that the replies are software-generated.

MyChart, the widely used patient portal software, now has a tool powered by A.I. that doctors can use to compose messages to their patients. MyChart



By Teddy Rosenbluth



Sep 24, 2024 at 03:09 PM

Every day, patients send hundreds of thousands of messages to their doctors through MyChart, a communications platform that is nearly ubiquitous in U.S. hospitals.

They describe their pain and divulge their symptoms -- the texture of their rashes, the color of their stool -- trusting the doctor on the other end to advise them. 

But increasingly, the responses to those messages are not written by the doctor -- at least, not entirely. About 15,000 doctors and assistants at more than 150 health systems are using a new artificial intelligence feature in MyChart to draft replies to such messages.

Many patients receiving those replies have no idea that they were written with the help of artificial intelligence. In interviews, officials at several health systems using MyChart's tool acknowledged that they do not disclose that the messages contain A.I.-generated content.

The trend troubles some experts who worry that doctors may not be vigilant enough to catch potentially dangerous errors in medically significant messages drafted by A.I.

In an industry that has largely used A.I. to tackle administrative tasks like summarizing appointment notes or appealing insurance denials, critics fear that the wide adoption of MyChart's tool has allowed A.I. to edge into clinical decision-making and doctor-patient relationships.

Already the tool can be instructed to write in an individual doctor's voice. But it does not always draft correct responses.

"The sales pitch has been that it's supposed to save them time so that they can spend more time talking to patients," said Athmeya Jayaram, a researcher at the Hastings Center, a bioethics research institute in Garrison, N.Y.

"In this case, they're trying to save time talking to patients with generative A.I."

During the peak of the pandemic, when in-person appointments were often reserved for the sickest patients, many turned to MyChart messages as a rare, direct line of communication with their doctors.

It wasn't until years later that providers realized they had a problem: Even after most aspects of health care returned to normal, they were still swamped with patient messages.

Already overburdened doctors were suddenly spending lunch breaks and evenings replying to patient messages. Hospital leaders feared that if they didn't find a way to reduce this extra -- largely nonbillable -- work, the patient messages would become a major driver of physician burnout.

More than a hundred doctors at U.W. Health now have access to an A.I. tool to draft patient messages. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times


So in early 2023, when Epic, the software giant that developed MyChart, began offering a new tool that used A.I. to compose replies, some of the country's largest academic medical centers were eager to adopt it.

Instead of starting each message with a blank screen, a doctor sees an automatically generated response above the patient's question. The response is created with a version of GPT-4 (the technology underlying ChatGPT) that complies with medical privacy laws.

The MyChart tool, called In Basket Art, pulls in context from the patient's prior messages and information from his or her electronic medical records, like a medication list, to create a draft that providers can approve or change.

By letting doctors act more like editors, health systems hoped they could get through their patient messages faster and spend less mental energy doing it.

This has been partially borne out in early studies, which have found that Art did lessen feelings of burnout and cognitive burden, but did not necessarily save time.

Several hundred clinicians at U.C. San Diego Health, more than a hundred providers at U.W. Health in Wisconsin and every licensed clinician at Stanford Health Care's primary care practices -- including doctors, nurses and pharmacists -- have access to the A.I. tool.

Dozens of doctors at Northwestern Health, N.Y.U. Langone Health and U.N.C. Health are piloting Art while leaders consider a broader expansion.

In the absence of strong federal regulations or widely accepted ethical frameworks, each health system decides how to test the tool's safety and whether to inform patients about its use.

Some hospital systems, like U.C. San Diego Health, put a disclosure at the bottom of each message explaining that it has been "generated automatically," and reviewed and edited by a physician.

"I see, personally, no downside to being transparent," said Dr. Christopher Longhurst, the health system's chief clinical and innovation officer.

Patients have generally accepted the new technology, he said. (One doctor received an email saying, "I want to be the first to congratulate you on your A.I. co-pilot and be the first to send you an A.I.-generated patient message.")

Other systems -- including Stanford Health Care, U.W. Health, U.N.C. Health and N.Y.U. Langone Health -- decided that notifying patients would do more harm than good.

Some administrators worried that doctors might see the disclaimer as an excuse to send messages to patients without properly vetting them, said Dr. Brian Patterson, the physician administrative director for clinical A.I. at U.W. Health.

And telling patients the message had A.I. content might cheapen the clinical advice, even though it was endorsed by their physicians, said Dr. Paul Testa, chief medical information officer at NYU Langone Health.

The headquarters of Epic Systems Corporation, which makes the MyChart software used by hospitals across the United States. Narayan Mahon for The New York Times


To Dr. Jayaram, whether to disclose use of the tool comes down to a simple question: What do patients expect?

When patients send a message about their health, he said, they assume that their doctors will consider their history, treatment preferences and family dynamics -- intangibles gleaned from longstanding relationships.

"When you read a doctor's note, you read it in the voice of your doctor," he said. "If a patient were to know that, in fact, the message that they're exchanging with their doctor is generated by A.I., I think they would feel rightly betrayed."

To many health systems, creating an algorithm that convincingly mimics a particular physician's "voice" helps make the tool useful. Indeed, Epic recently started giving its tool greater access to past messages, so that its drafts could imitate each doctor's individual writing style.

Brent Lamm, chief information officer for U.N.C. Health, said this addressed common complaints he heard from doctors: "My personal voice is not coming through" or "I've known this patient for seven years. They're going to know it's not me."

Health care administrators often refer to Art as a low-risk use of A.I., since ideally a provider is always reading through the drafts and correcting mistakes.

The characterization annoys researchers who study how humans work in relation to artificial intelligence. Ken Holstein, a professor at the human-computer interaction institute at Carnegie Mellon, said the portrayal "goes against about 50 years of research."

Humans have a well-documented tendency, called automation bias, to accept an algorithm's recommendations even if it contradicts their own expertise, he said. This bias could cause doctors to be less critical while reviewing A.I.-generated drafts, potentially allowing dangerous errors to reach patients.

And Art is not immune to mistakes. A recent study found that seven of 116 A.I.-generated drafts contained so-called hallucinations -- fabrications that the technology is notorious for conjuring.

Dr. Vinay Reddy, a family medicine doctor at U.N.C. Health, recalled an instance in which a patient messaged a colleague to check whether she needed a hepatitis B vaccine.

The A.I.-generated draft confidently assured the patient she had gotten her shots and provided dates for them. This was completely false, and occurred because the model didn't have access to her vaccination records, he said.

A small study published in The Lancet Digital Health found that GPT-4, the same A.I. model that underlies Epic's tool, made more insidious errors when answering hypothetical patient questions.

Physicians reviewing its answers found that the drafts, if left unedited, would pose a risk of severe harm about 7 percent of the time.

What reassures Dr. Eric Poon, chief health information officer at Duke Health, is that the model produces drafts that are still "moderate in quality," which he thinks keeps doctors skeptical and vigilant about catching errors.

NYU Langone Health is one of several health systems piloting MyChart's A.I. messenger and considering broader expansion. Gabby Jones for The New York Times


On average, fewer than a third of A.I.-generated drafts are sent to patients unedited, according to Epic, an indication to hospital administrators that doctors are not rubber-stamping messages.

"One question in the back of my mind is, what if the technology got better?" he said. "What if clinicians start letting their guard down? Will errors slip through?"

Epic has built guardrails into the programming to steer Art away from giving clinical advice, said Garrett Adams, a vice president of research and development at the company. 

Mr. Adams said the tool was best suited to answer common administrative questions like "When is my appointment?" or "Can I reschedule my checkup?"

But researchers have not developed ways to reliably force the models to follow instructions, Dr. Holstein said.

Dr. Anand Chowdhury, who helped oversee deployment of Art at Duke Health, said he and his colleagues repeatedly adjusted instructions to stop the tool from giving clinical advice, with little success.

"No matter how hard we tried, we couldn't take out its instinct to try to be helpful," he said.

Three health systems told The New York Times that they removed some guardrails from the instructions.

Dr. Longhurst at U.C. San Diego Health said the model "performed better" when language that instructed Art not to "respond with clinical information" was removed. Administrators felt comfortable giving the A.I. more freedom since doctors review its messages.

Stanford Health Care took a "managed risk" to allow Art to "think more like a clinician," after some of the strictest guardrails seemed to make its drafts generic and unhelpful, said Dr. Christopher Sharp, the health system's chief medical information officer.

Beyond questions of safety and transparency, some bioethicists have a more fundamental concern: Is this how we want to use A.I. in medicine?

Unlike many other A.I. health care tools, Art isn't designed to improve clinical outcomes (though one study suggested responses may be more empathetic and positive), and it isn't targeting strictly administrative tasks.

Instead, A.I. seems to be intruding on rare moments when patient and doctors could actually be communicating with one another directly -- the kind of moments that technology should be enabling, said Daniel Schiff, co-director of the Governance and Responsible A.I. Lab at Purdue University.

"Even if it was flawless, do you want to automate one of the few ways that we're still interacting with each other?"
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A Litmus Test in Japan: Should Spouses Be Able to Have Different Surnames?

The nine candidates vying to become prime minister have been differentiated by their stances on a law requiring married couples to share a family name.

A wedding ceremony at a Shinto shrine in Tokyo. Androniki Christodoulou/Reuters



By Motoko Rich and Kiuko Notoya
Reporting from Tokyo


Sep 25, 2024 at 05:01 AM

Japan's leaders have plenty to think about. The country's population is shrinking and rapidly aging. One neighbor, North Korea, is a nuclear menace, while another, China, is escalating territorial incursions and information warfare. On top of that: climate change, ballooning national debt, inflation and a slowing economy.

But to hear the nine men and women vying to become Japan's next prime minister talk about these challenges, it is not always easy to distinguish one from the next. One issue that does differentiate the contenders, however, centers on a 30-year-old debate over whether married couples should be able to use separate surnames.

Spouses must share a surname under a law dating from Japan's Meiji era, which ended in 1912; in more than 95 percent of cases, women take their husband's name. The Japanese government says it knows of no other country with such a law, and the requirement has come to symbolize Japan's status on a constellation of women's rights.

Much as abortion rights have become a litmus test in American politics, the marital naming law has helped define the race that opened last month when Prime Minister Fumio Kishida announced that he would step down.

On Friday, the governing Liberal Democratic Party will hold an election to replace Mr. Kishida, a deeply unpopular leader whose party became embroiled in a financial scandal on his watch.

L.D.P. lawmakers, as well as rank-and-file members from prefectural districts, will vote for a new party leader. In response to the financial scandal, a decades-old system in which candidates were selected by political factions has been dissolved. Still, backroom maneuvering will no doubt play some hand in determining the winner, who will assume the prime minister's seat at the beginning of next month.

The roster of candidates, unprecedented in size, spans the reformist and far-right wings of the conservative L.D.P. It includes two women and two candidates under 50 in a party dominated by aging men.

A top candidate on the more progressive side of the party is Shinjiro Koizumi, a former environment minister and a son of Junichiro Koizumi, who was prime minister from 2001 to 2006.

The youngest candidate at 43, Mr. Koizumi has vowed that in his first year as prime minister, he would pass a law allowing married couples to retain separate surnames. Mr. Koizumi, who made waves when he took a short paternity leave after the birth of his first child in 2020, is the only candidate who has promised to overturn the law.

The roster of candidates vying to lead the governing Liberal Democratic Party, and become prime minister, is the largest ever.  Takashi Aoyama/Getty Images


The leading conservative candidate, Sanae Takaichi, 63, would become Japan's first female prime minister. She has said that while she supports married couples' use of different surnames in professional settings, the naming law should remain in place to preserve family unity and protect future offspring from confusion.

Both Shigeru Ishiba, 67, a four-time contender for the prime minister's seat and a leading candidate in public opinion polls, and Yoko Kamikawa, 71, the current foreign minister and the other woman in the race, have said that more discussion is needed. Ms. Kamikawa said she "recognized the risk of division" over the issue.

For three decades, reformers both inside the party and from the opposition have proposed changes to the law. Two cases made it to Japan's Supreme Court, with the justices ruling that Parliament ultimately must decide the matter. A third case is being heard before district courts in Tokyo and Sapporo.

Yukari Uchiyama, 56, a high school teacher and plaintiff in the current lawsuit on the issue, raised three children and is legally divorced from her  husband, Yukio Koike, so that she can keep her original surname on legal documents. She said that giving up her surname made her feel as if "my very existence, which is the very foundation of my rights as a human being, is being ignored, or cut off from the roots."

When "even something as simple as this doesn't pass," she said, "I think that various gender issues that are being raised are not acknowledged."

Japanese media polls indicate that about two-thirds of the public supports a change in the naming law. Earlier this year, Japan's largest business group issued a statement calling for the government to allow married people to keep their birth names in the official family registry.

Citing an issue that invokes gender equality helps a candidate like Mr. Koizumi define himself as breaking with the party's traditional patriarchal leadership, said Mireya Solis, director of the Center for Asia Policy Studies at the Brookings Institution in Washington.

"This is why this is really touching a nerve," she said. "It's an issue that symbolizes an appetite for change."

For Ms. Takaichi, taking the opposite tack is a way to signal her hard-line bona fides to the party's small but powerful right wing.

While the debate is unlikely to sway the election on its own, it highlights a generational divide inside the party, with older voters supporting the status quo.

"I think a lot of senior politicians believe this in their bones," said Kenneth McElwain, a professor of political science at the University of Tokyo and a visiting professor at Columbia University. "They are representing people in their 60s-plus for whom this is crucial."

In the past, candidates for prime minister were likely to tussle most visibly over matters like defense and national security.

Candidates for prime minister this year differ less than in the past on matters like defense and national security. Chang W. Lee/The New York Times


Liberals and conservatives were defined by how hawkish and dovish they were on foreign policy, Ms. Solis said. "But that doesn't seem to be the cleavage anymore," she added.

Even politicians previously considered doves -- like Mr. Kishida -- have come to support an expansion of the Japanese defense budget and increased militarization.

Ms. Takaichi has invoked some nationalist tropes that could spook Japan's Asian neighbors, such as promising to visit Yasukuni Shrine, where Class A war criminals from World War II are enshrined. But her basic foreign and defense policies do not differ markedly from those of her more progressive rivals.

The candidates have discussed other policy positions, such as how to change the rigid labor market and whether to restart nuclear reactors that have been shut down since the 2011 earthquake and tsunami triggered a nuclear meltdown.

But they have been almost uniformly vague in addressing the scandals that have led to high voter dissatisfaction and declining trust in the governing party.

After the assassination of Shinzo Abe, the former prime minister, in 2022, the news media unearthed extensive ties between the fringe Unification Church and a group of conservative politicians. The killer had been angered by Mr. Abe's ties to the church.

L.D.P. lawmakers scurried to contain the political fallout, but party leaders have failed to persuade voters that they have fully purged the church's influence.

Since late last year, the party has also been contending with a financial scandal in which some L.D.P. lawmakers were accused of taking kickbacks from sales of tickets to political fund-raisers.

With none of the candidates offering clear plans to address the public discontent, the L.D.P. election represents further stagnation, said Chiyako Sato, an editorial writer with The Mainichi Shimbun, a centrist newspaper.

The Liberal Democrats, she told reporters last week, are simply "changing faces to simulate a change in government."

Hisako Ueno contributed reporting.
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France's Horrifying Rape Trial Has a Feminist Hero

Gisele Pelicot waived anonymity to make public the trial of her former husband and the 50 men accused of joining him in raping her. Her poise and courage have made her an icon.

Gisele Pelicot, center, with her lawyers outside the courthouse in Avignon, France, this month. Christophe Simon/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images
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Sep 25, 2024 at 10:12 AM

Each morning, when Gisele Pelicot arrives at the courthouse, dozens of supporters, mainly women, are already there, waiting for her. When she leaves each night, they line her path to applaud and cheer.

Many call her "Gisele," as if they know her, though few do personally. In her chic image, they see themselves, their mothers, their grandmothers. They come to the court in the southern French city of Avignon and wait for hours to support her.

"I don't know how she does it -- her dignity," said Catherine Armand, 62, who arrived an hour and a half before proceedings one recent morning to be first in line for a coveted place in a room in the courthouse where the trial was being broadcast.

"I admire this woman," she added. "She is exceptional."

In the three weeks since the rape trial against her former husband and 50 other defendants began, Ms. Pelicot has become a feminist hero in France. Her face, framed by her red Anna Wintour bob and tan sunglasses, appears on nightly TV newscasts, the front pages of newspapers, graffitied walls and signs held up by protesters around the country.

Feminist activists and writers have penned open letters to her that have been published in newspapers and read on the radio.

They laud her courage, her strength, her dignity in confronting her horrifying story. They also praise her rare decision to fling open the doors onto her intimate hell and to insist that the trial be made public, when it could have stayed behind closed doors. Many victims feel she speaks for them.

As Helene Devynck, a journalist and author, wrote in the newspaper Le Monde: "It is not just you, Gisele, that they treated like a thing. They tell us all, we are insignificant. Your strength gives us back ours. Thank you for this immense gift."

Supporters of Ms. Pelicot outside the Avignon courthouse holding signs demanding justice for victims of sexual violence. Christophe Simon/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Ms. Pelicot is at the center of the most significant rape trial France has seen in decades. Her husband of 50 years, Dominique Pelicot, has pleaded guilty to putting drugs in her food and drinks for almost a decade. Then he invited men into their bedroom to join him in raping her while she was drugged.

Mr. Pelicot and most of the other men on trial are charged with the aggravated rape of Ms. Pelicot. 

More than a dozen of the men have pleaded guilty. Most of the rest do not dispute that they had sex with Ms. Pelicot, but they say that they did not think it was rape. Instead, they say they were tricked into it, lured by her husband for playful three-way encounters, and told that she was pretending to be asleep or some variation of that.

Before her husband's arrest, Ms. Pelicot, 71, led a quiet life: a retired manager at a big company, a mother of three and a grandmother of seven who had moved with her husband of 50 years to a small town in Provence to enjoy hiking in the hills and swimming in the backyard pool.

Now, she arrives at court each day, dressed impeccably for battle, embodying the phrase her lawyers coined at the beginning of the trial that has become a mantra among her supporters -- that shame must change sides, from the victim to the accused.

Her head held high, she sweeps past the defendants who fill the room's many benches. They range in age from 26 to 74. They are thin, fat, bearded, smooth-faced. Many are married and have children. They work as truck drivers, construction workers, tradesmen, salesmen. There is a journalist, a nurse, a prison guard and a tech specialist among them.

By opening the doors to the public, Ms. Pelicot has opened up the view not only onto her own collapsing life and the legal process around rape but also onto the regular, mundane, normal profiles of the accused men. And many women credit her with skewering the myth of the monster rapist.

"Friend of the family, stranger at a bar or the street, brother or cousin, friend, colleague, professor, neighbor: All women can sadly find a face that brings them back to a traumatic memory among the multitudes of accused," said an open letter published in the French daily Liberation that was signed by more than 260 artists, writers, politicians, activists and historians -- mostly women.

A mural depicting Ms. Pelicot and the phrase, "So that shame changes sides," in Gentilly, near Paris, on Saturday. Geoffroy Van Der Hasselt/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


More than 40 defense lawyers fill the room in their black capes. Last week, many began to cross-examine Ms. Pelicot and to reveal their strategies. Some tried to raise doubt about Ms. Pelicot's position that she had been completely unconscious and oblivious. They tried to poke holes in her credibility and in her self-portrayal as someone who enjoyed sex with her husband but was never interested in experimenting with other partners.

At their request, two series of pictures -- 27 in total, selected from among the 20,000 photographs and videos that the police found on her husband's electronic devices -- were displayed on screens in court while the audience uncomfortably held its breath.

Most showed a woman's intimate body parts, at times with a protruding sex toy. Some showed Ms. Pelicot's face, her eyes open.

Ms. Pelicot remained defiant. "If this is an attempt to trap me, it's difficult to bear," she said. "What is it that you're looking for here in this room, to make me look guilty?"

One lawyer asked her -- causing an uproar in the courtroom -- "Would you not have a secret inclination for exhibitionism?" Another suggested: "These photos are very explicit. Not all women would accept this type of photo, even with a loving husband."

Men receiving pictures of this kind could have easily been fooled into thinking she wanted to have sex with them, they implied.

Whether or not she looked welcoming in these photos, Ms. Pelicot replied, "if a man came to have intercourse with me, he still should have asked for my consent."

A demonstration in Paris this month in support of Ms. Pelicot. One sign reads, "We believe you," another reads, "51 good family men." Ian Langsdon/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


For the first time in the trial, Ms. Pelicot's calm composure cracked. She raised her voice.

"I find it insulting," she said. "And I understand why rape victims don't press charges."

The defense strategies are typical for rape trials, experts say. But now they are being aired before journalists posting updates on social media to an increasingly shocked public.

Many women say Ms. Pelicot has provided a public -- and brave -- demonstration about the treatment of rape victims.

"It's a victim's obstacle course," said Audrey Darsonville, a professor of criminal law at the University of Nanterre. "Their whole life is scrutinized, starting with police officers asking how they were dressed, what is their sexuality, et cetera. All these questions that have nothing to do with the violence that is rape."

"With everything she represents -- a family woman, a grandmother -- even she ends up being extremely mistreated by defense lawyers," Professor Darsonville added, referring to Ms. Pelicot. "Can you imagine if she were a young woman who had consumed alcohol?"

The same lawyers who showed the photographs of Ms. Pelicot later argued against showing the footage Mr. Pelicot took of the men's sexual interactions with his drugged wife. That, one said, would impugn the dignity of the men involved. The prosecutors argued that the edited clips were essential evidence -- preciously rare in sexual assault cases. The head judge ruled that the clips would not be viewed publicly given their "indecent and shocking" nature.

Christelle Taraud, a feminist historian in Paris who edited the book "Femicides: A World History," said that revealed a double standard.

"It's only the reputation of men that counts," Ms. Taraud said. "The reversal of responsibility, transforming the victims into guilty and the guilty into victims is a constant in rape trials."

Ms. Pelicot and her lawyers after she received a bouquet from a member of the public. Guillaume Horcajuelo/EPA, via Shutterstock


The trial has inspired soul-searching in France about the relationship between men and women. Some men have begun to speak about "rape culture" and "toxic masculinity."

Ms. Taraud said that showed a shift. "We are seeing a difficult, paradoxical, ambiguous awareness -- but an awareness nonetheless in part of the French male population," she noted.

The accused are scheduled to appear at the hearings in groups of six or seven every week. As they do, Ms. Pelicot will be forced to continue walking into the courthouse and sitting among them.

Oceane Guichardon, 20, a student, was waiting to applaud Ms. Pelicot at the court recently. "We came to support her -- it's feminine solidarity, really," she said. "Gisele is brave. Every time we see her leave the courthouse, her head is high."
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Congress Passes Short-Term Spending Bill to Avert a Shutdown

In a pair of votes in quick succession, the House and Senate moved to keep federal funding flowing through Dec. 20. But they punted a bigger spending fight to the end of the year.

"It would be political malpractice to shut the government down," Speaker Mike Johnson said on Tuesday. Tierney L. Cross for The New York Times



By Catie Edmondson
Reporting from Capitol Hill


Sep 25, 2024 at 10:06 AM

Congress on Wednesday gave final approval to a short-term spending bill to avert a government shutdown just ahead of the November elections, sending the legislation to President Biden's desk but punting a bigger funding fight to the end of the year.

In a pair of votes in quick succession, lawmakers in both chambers overwhelmingly voted to pass the measure to keep federal funding flowing through Dec. 20. The Senate vote was 78 to 18. All the "no" votes were Republicans.

Mr. Biden is expected to sign the legislation before the Sept. 30 deadline.

"It is a relief for the country, that once again, bipartisanship prevailed to stop another shutdown threat," Senator Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New York and the majority leader, said. "It took much longer than it should have, but because House Republicans finally -- finally -- chose to work with us in the end, Congress is getting the job done tonight."

Less than two hours before, the House approved the bill in a 341 to 82 vote, with a majority of the Republican conference and all Democrats present linking arms to pass the legislation.

Speaker Mike Johnson again turned to Democrats to supply the bulk of the votes after conservatives in his own conference said they would not support the legislation because it would not cut spending and did not include a measure imposing new proof-of-citizenship requirements on voter registration.

He brought the legislation to a vote using a special procedure to pass the bill that requires the support of two-thirds of those voting in an effort to circumvent any attempt by hard-liners to block consideration of the measure.

"Governance by continuing resolution is not ideal," said Representative Tom Cole, Republican of Oklahoma and the chairman of the Appropriations Committee. "Like most, my preference would be to pass full-year individual appropriations bills through regular work. We are out of time. We cannot afford a shutdown, which would be greatly damaging to our national security, to critical government programs and to the American people."

The legislation extends current funding levels through Dec. 20 and includes $230 million in additional funding for the Secret Service in the wake of two failed assassination attempts on former President Donald J. Trump, the Republican presidential candidate.

The pair of votes came after a brief but ultimately anticlimactic skirmish over government funding. Mr. Johnson had previously pushed for a longer-term spending deal that included legislation requiring those registering to vote to show proof of citizenship. Democrats rejected those demands, and some conservatives in the House joined with them last week to sink their own speaker's proposal.

Representative Chip Roy of Texas, an influential conservative, said he opposed the short-term funding bill because it did not contain the proof of citizenship measure that Mr. Johnson had insisted upon. He predicted that congressional leadership in December would try to saddle lawmakers with spending legislation known as an omnibus bill that lumps together all 12 appropriations measures.

"Now we're going to have to spend a lot of time -- and I will -- fighting against whatever massive omnibus bill is tried to jam down our throats on Christmas," Mr. Roy said, adding: "We shouldn't be in this place."

But with the November elections looming, even lawmakers who were opposed to the legislation were eager to quickly cast their votes and leave Washington to return to the campaign trail.

They essentially punted on what is expected to be an even fiercer funding battle just days before the December holidays.

The outcome of the election and which party ends up controlling the White House and Congress will also influence how the House and Senate approach spending issues after the election. Senate Republicans and some of their counterparts in the House have said they would press for increases in military spending, while Democrats have pledged to fight for parity between domestic and military spending.

It is the continuation of a long-running saga that has bedeviled Mr. Johnson.

Since gaining control of the House nearly two years ago, he and his predecessor, Kevin McCarthy, have been forced time and time again to rely on Democrats to provide most of the votes on bills to avert shutdowns. A significant number of conservatives in the House G.O.P. conference are fundamentally opposed to legislation that does not mandate deep cuts to federal spending and routinely try to block such measures from even being considered.

Mr. Johnson on Tuesday called the legislation, known as a continuing resolution, "a very narrow, bare-bones C.R. to do only what's absolutely necessary."

"It would be political malpractice to shut the government down," he said. "I think everyone understands that. And so we hope that this will get done quickly, and we get everybody back home to their districts to work into the campaign trail."
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Mayor Adams Names New Schools Chancellor, as Chaos and Inquiries Swirl

The quick selection of Melissa Aviles-Ramos to lead the New York City school system seemed intended to quell a deepening crisis that has seen several top officials resign.

Mayor Eric Adams named Melissa Aviles-Ramos the next New York City schools chancellor, a day after the abrupt announcement that David C. Banks would resign. Todd Heisler/The New York Times



By Eliza Shapiro and Emma G. Fitzsimmons



Sep 25, 2024 at 05:53 PM

Mayor Eric Adams, facing a major crisis that is worsening by the day, quickly appointed a new schools chancellor on Wednesday, less than 24 hours after the abrupt resignation of David C. Banks, his longtime friend.

The incoming chancellor, Melissa Aviles-Ramos, will take over in January, after Mr. Banks's resignation takes effect. Ms. Aviles-Ramos, who is currently a deputy chancellor and previously served as Mr. Banks's chief of staff, is relatively unknown outside the Education Department.

The immediacy of the appointment seemed intended to project stability amid the chaos engulfing Mr. Adams's administration, as it confronts at least four federal corruption inquiries and a flurry of resignations among senior officials.


But even in Mr. Banks's departing speech, the turmoil seemed apparent. Throughout his lengthy opening remarks, he did not mention Mr. Adams by name, referring to him only as the "mayor."

The outgoing chancellor, whose phone was seized by federal agents earlier this month, was at turns defiant and defensive on Wednesday.

"Everybody is going to think I'm leaving because of this stuff, and it had nothing to do with that," Mr. Banks said, when asked why he announced his resignation just three weeks into a new school year. He called the idea of serving until the school year ended in June "a romantic notion."

Mr. Adams praised his outgoing schools chancellor at the news conference.

"David is my brother," Mr. Adams said, "and the Banks family is my family." Mr. Banks's younger brothers, Philip B. Banks III, the deputy mayor overseeing public safety, and Terence Banks, also had their phones seized by federal agents this month, as part of a bribery investigation.

Running the city's school system, the nation's largest, is considered one of the most prestigious education jobs in America, and previous mayors have conducted national searches to find the right candidate. Mr. Adams has eschewed that practice twice, first with Mr. Banks and now with Ms. Aviles-Ramos, in perhaps an illustration of how urgently he needed to find a replacement for the outgoing chancellor.

Ms. Aviles-Ramos grew up in the Bronx and was raised by a single mother, and she said Wednesday that she attended a parochial school after her older siblings struggled at their local public school.

She began her career as an English teacher, before becoming one of Mr. Banks's senior deputies, overseeing the complex task of integrating thousands of migrant children into public schools. She is a public school parent.

The setting of Wednesday's news conference also seemed intended to show continuity: It was held at the Bronx high school that Mr. Banks founded several decades ago, and school superintendents and other senior education officials were summoned to attend as a demonstration of support and strength.

"I want you to see me as a symbol of stability, of commitment," Ms. Aviles-Ramos, 42, said on Wednesday.

But it is anything but business as usual at City Hall.

Mr. Adams, a Democrat who is running for re-election next year, has faced growing calls to resign, most recently from Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, who said on Wednesday that the mayor should quit "for the good of the city." He has insisted that he is staying put.

"I'm stepping up, not stepping down," the mayor said at a news conference on Tuesday. "I have a city to run that I will continue to run."

Over the last 13 days, Mr. Adams has accepted one resignation after another. His police commissioner Edward A. Caban, stepped down, as did the city's top lawyer, Lisa Zornberg, and the city's health commissioner, Ashwin Vasan.

The mayor's prospects of winning re-election next year -- and even possibly serving out the remainder of his term -- appear to be narrowing every day.

His critics have taken notice.

"This sudden and unexpected announcement raises questions about the continued viability of this mayoralty," State Senator John C. Liu said in a statement after Mr. Banks's resignation, adding ominously: "Heaven help our city."

Already, a number of state and city lawmakers have called on Mr. Adams to resign. Other leaders, including some of the candidates challenging him in next year's Democratic primary, have said they have lost confidence in his ability to manage the city.

While the mayor and Mr. Banks were careful to use the word "retire" rather than "resign" in their public statements, in private conversations with reporters, representatives for both men are not bothering to claim that the move was part of some preordained plan.

On Sept. 4, as Mr. Banks was preparing for another school year, federal agents showed up around dawn at the home he shares with his fiancee, Sheena Wright, the first deputy mayor, to seize their phones.

The chancellor has grown increasingly alarmed about what he perceives as the chaos at City Hall, according to people with direct knowledge of his thinking, and the phone seizures have made him question the value of remaining in his post.

Mr. Banks is particularly concerned about how the crisis will affect Ms. Wright, according to those people.

"Folks can write whatever the hell they want to write, but I know, I know, and that is my beloved, my Sheena," Mr. Banks said on Wednesday.

Tension between Mr. Banks and Mr. Adams has been growing for months over divergent messaging on hot-button issues, including the city's ability to integrate migrant students into schools and the availability of prekindergarten seats.

Mr. Banks's sudden announcement caught even senior leadership at the Education Department off guard on Tuesday, according to multiple employees.

For Mr. Banks -- who has spent much of the last 30 years publicly and privately saying that the chancellorship was his dream job -- to abruptly announce his resignation so early in the school year highlights the depth of the instability at City Hall.

Mr. Adams has relied on a small circle of advisers to keep things running as the investigations have swirled around his administration. His weekly news conference on Tuesday featured a shrinking dais of top officials who are staying put, at least for now -- and who are not under investigation.

The mayor commended two deputy mayors, Maria Torres-Springer and Anne Williams-Isom, for continuing to focus on housing and the migrant crisis. He insisted that he was optimistic about the future despite the gathering storm clouds.

"I love every day being the mayor of the city of New York, changing the lives of New Yorkers and everything that comes with it," he said. "I am more excited now being mayor than I was when I took my oath of office in the beginning."

Claire Fahy contributed reporting.
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Investigators Trace Former Police Commissioner's Ties to Nightclubs

Police officers have been asked for communications that would show that rewards were offered for favorable treatment of night spots, said a person familiar with the investigation.

Edward Caban resigned as police commissioner after the seizure of his phone came to light. Dave Sanders for The New York Times



By Maria Cramer



Sep 26, 2024 at 12:19 AM

Federal investigators are seeking communications among New York's former police commissioner, his twin brother and officers that might show payments made in exchange for favors to nightclubs, according to a person with direct knowledge of the investigation.

The investigation is focused on cellphone records and communications involving the former commissioner, Edward A. Caban, and his brother James Caban dating back to Jan. 1, 2018, according to the person.

Investigators are looking for evidence that would support bribery, fraud and conspiracy charges, said the person, who, lacking authorization to discuss the case publicly, asked to speak anonymously. No one in the Police Department has been arrested or charged.


The person's account gave a fuller picture of what investigators have been seeking as they have fanned out through the city, issuing search warrants and subpoenas to members of Mayor Eric Adams's administration, which has been engulfed in at least four federal inquiries that have already led to several resignations.

Edward Caban, 57, was the first to resign on Sept. 12, at the request of City Hall, which had asked him to step aside after federal agents seized his phone on Sept. 4 as part of a criminal investigation.

Mr. Caban, whose departure ended a career that spanned more than 30 years at the Police Department, said he was leaving because "the noise around recent developments" had made it impossible for him to lead the agency.

His lawyers have said he is not the investigation's target.

"He expects to cooperate fully with the government," his lawyers, Russell Capone and Rebekah Donaleski, said Wednesday.

Sean Hecker and David Patton, lawyers for James Caban, a former police officer who was fired from the department more than two decades ago, said that he "unequivocally denies any wrongdoing."

Mr. Caban was fired after he detained and threatened a livery cabdriver whom he had accused of stealing money from his wife's purse.

His lawyers described him as a consultant who serves as a liaison with the department and works for a private company that they did not name. The work, Mr. Hecker and Mr. Patton said, "is perfectly legal, especially given his previous career as a N.Y.P.D. officer."

Federal agents from the U.S. attorney's office for the Southern District of New York and the Internal Revenue Service are conducting the investigation. Agents seized the phones of both Caban twins, according to two people with knowledge of the matter.

The police declined to comment. "Any questions regarding the investigation should be directed to the U.S. Attorney's Office," the department said in an email.

A spokesman for that office declined to comment. The I.R.S. did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Police Department officials have said that federal investigators asked for the phones of several officers.

At least three -- two lieutenants and a detective -- have been contacted by federal agents, according to the person with knowledge of the investigation.

One lieutenant was served a subpoena by the I.R.S. to testify before a grand jury, the person said. The other lieutenant and the detective, who worked in the commissioner's office, had their phones seized, the person said. Other department officials whose phones were seized include Mr. Caban's chief of staff and two Queens precinct commanders, two other people with knowledge of the matter have said.

James Caban, the former commissioner's twin, had a police security detail decades after being fired from the force. Jefferson Siegel for The New York Times


The detective contacted by federal agents is assigned to security details, said Scott Munro, the president of the police detectives' union. The detective "is just a potential witness in whatever they're looking into," he said. "We're confident our member has done nothing wrong."

Mr. Hecker and Mr. Patton said that James Caban had a police security detail.

"The N.Y.P.D. protection provided to Mr. Caban was solely for his safety given his close relationship with his identical twin brother, Commissioner Caban, who faces numerous threats to his security given his position," Mr. Hecker and Mr. Patton said in a statement. "Our client has fully cooperated with law enforcement and, once their investigation is complete, it will be clear that these claims are unfounded."

The investigators are examining a wide range of information. According to the person with knowledge of the inquiry, they are seeking:

	Records or evidence of payments from nightclubs, bars or restaurants to James Caban or to any members of law enforcement.



	Evidence of any actions taken by members of law enforcement at the request of any nightclub, bar or restaurant.

	Records of promotions or transfers of members of law enforcement.

	Officers' testimony surrounding the department's rules and regulations around conflicts of interest and accepting gifts, services or money.



The two lieutenants who were contacted by federal officials work in special operations units of the department that are charged with responding to nightclubs, restaurants and bars that have chronic complaints against them.

None of the three officers are targets of the investigation, according to the person.

Chelsia Rose Marcius and Michael Wilson contributed reporting.
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Dick Moss, Who Helped Usher In Baseball Free Agency, Dies at 93

A labor lawyer, he was crucial to toppling a decades-old system that bound players to teams year after year, setting the stage for their rich contracts of today.

Dick Moss in 1985. He had been a top lawyer for the Major League Baseball Players Association, successfully arguing cases before arbitrators and in court on behalf of players' rights. Bob Riha Jr./Getty Images



By Richard Sandomir



Sep 24, 2024 at 10:38 PM

Dick Moss, a labor lawyer who, with Marvin Miller, the powerful leader of the union that represents baseball players, set the stage for the sport's free agency revolution, died on Saturday in Santa Monica, Calif. He was 93.

His death, at an assisted living facility, was confirmed by his daughter Nancy Moss Ephron.

Moss joined the Major League Baseball Players Association in 1967 as general counsel after serving as associate general counsel for the United Steelworkers of America, where he had worked with Miller, the union's chief economist. With the players association, the two men would take annual trips to spring training to educate the athletes about trade-union thinking.

In 1968, the union negotiated the first collective-bargaining agreement in baseball, and two years later, players gained the right to air grievances before an arbitrator.

But the union's holy grail -- getting rid of the reserve clause, which bound players to teams unless they were traded or released or their contracts were sold -- would take more time.

Moss worked closely with Curt Flood, the great outfielder for the St. Louis Cardinals, who challenged the reserve clause by refusing to report to the Philadelphia Phillies when the Cardinals traded him after the 1969 season. He sued for his freedom in federal court.

But he lost at each level, including in the United States Supreme Court, where his case was argued by Arthur J. Goldberg, who had stepped down as an associate justice of the court to become the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations.

It was far from the legal death of the reserve clause that Flood and the union had wanted. But it raised the issue of players' being prevented from seeking full market value for their services.

Moss and Flood, who died in 1997, became close friends.

"They both had a vision of a new world at a time when the whole civil rights thing was happening," Judy Pace Flood, an actress and Flood's former wife, said in an interview. "They were buddies -- Dick was the father buddy, and Curt was the kid buddy -- and they were dynamic people who knew right from wrong."

In 1974, the union intervened when Charles O. Finley, the cantankerous owner of the Oakland Athletics, refused to pay his star pitcher Jim Hunter, who was known as Catfish, $50,000 -- half Hunter's salary -- to buy a deferred annuity from an insurance company. The union called it a default of Hunter's contract, and Moss sent Finley a telegram declaring it was terminated.

Moss and Marvin Miller in 1976. That year, free agency rules were introduced as part of a collective bargaining agreement. Associated Press


Moss argued the case in front of Peter Seitz, baseball's independent arbitrator. In December 1974, Seitz ruled that Hunter was a free agent.

Within weeks, Catfish Hunter signed a five-year, $3.25 million contract with the Yankees (about $21 million in today's currency), a boost well beyond his $100,000 contract with the A's. While it was a sign of multimillion-dollar salaries to come, the ruling affected only Hunter.

But Donald Fehr, who from 1983 to 2009 was the union's acting executive director and then executive director, said the case was crucial to the push for free agency.

"Once that is staring you in the face," he said in an interview, referring to the Seitz decision, "how does any thinking judge or arbitrator look at that and say the system was anything other than a travesty?"

Moss argued a more critical free agency case in 1975.

That year, the pitchers Andy Messersmith, of the Los Angeles Dodgers, and Dave McNally, of the Montreal Expos, refused to sign contracts that had terms they disliked. (McNally had been traded from the Baltimore Orioles after the 1974 season.)

Their teams responded by unilaterally renewing their deals on the 1974 terms. Miller said that once the 1975 season had ended, the teams had no contractual ties left with the two pitchers. The union filed a grievance.

Moss argued the case, again in front of Seitz, who ruled in favor of the players. The teams, he said, had "no right or power" to retain the pitchers' services beyond the renewal year that had already been fulfilled.

The ruling was upheld in federal court -- Moss argued for the players in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit in St. Louis -- and free agency rules were introduced in a collective bargaining agreement in 1976.

Moss with the pitchers Catfish Hunter, left, and Andy Messersmith in 1978. Moss argued cases for both players, allowing them to become free agents. They signed with the Yankees. via Moss family


Twenty-five years after the Seitz ruling, Moss reflected on its impact on baseball, in which many players are now paid tens of millions of dollars a season.

"The difference between winning and losing can be stated in billions and billions of dollars," he said at a 25th-anniversary party at his home in the Pacific Palisades neighborhood of Los Angeles. "I don't think you can find another labor-arbitration case that can say that."

Richard Myron Moss was born on July 30, 1931, in Pittsburgh and grew up there and in Beaver Falls, Pa. (as a fan of the Pittsburgh Pirates). His father, Nathan Moss, owned several businesses, including a jazz club. His mother, Celia (Rosenblatt) Moss, was the director of social service and home care at Montefiore Hospital in Pittsburgh.

Moss graduated from the University of Pittsburgh with a bachelor's degree in 1952 and earned his law degree from Harvard Law School in 1955. He served in the Army for two years before working for a law firm in Pittsburgh. After a short stint as an assistant attorney general of Pennsylvania, he went to work for the steelworkers union in 1960 and stayed until 1966. He joined the players association the next year.

In 1977, he stepped down from the union to become a sports agent; his clients included the pitcher Nolan Ryan, for whom he negotiated baseball's first $1 million annual salary, with the Houston Astros, in 1979 (the equivalent of $4.35 million today).

Moss, right, in 1994, the year he helped found the rival United Baseball League, which promised profit-sharing and an equity plan for cities and players. It folded before a game was played. Marty Lederhandler/Associated Press


Before two arbitrators found that baseball owners had held down salaries in a collusive conspiracy during the 1980s, Moss helped illustrate the teams' actions in 1987 by offering the Chicago Cubs a contract to sign one of his clients, the outfielder Andre Dawson, with the dollar amount left blank. The Cubs' general manager, Dallas Green, wrote in $650,000, but only $500,000 of it was guaranteed, well below Dawson's market value. Moss had conceived the plan with the knowledge of the union, Fehr said.

Moss told The New York Times in 2004 that when he gave Green the contract, "he feigned interest" in it, adding, "But he was delighted."

Fehr said that Moss's plan -- and Dawson's agreeing to participate -- "demonstrated in a graphic way that this wasn't about competitive balance but about holding down salaries."

The two arbitrators, George Nicolau and Thomas Roberts, determined that the owners had conspired to tamp down salaries after the 1985, 1986 and 1987 seasons. The owners agreed to settle the case by paying players $280 million in damages. Dawson's award, with interest, was $3.2 million.

Moss last worked as an agent in 2009.

In addition to his daughter, Ephron, he is survived by his wife, Carol Freis, and two grandsons. Another daughter, Betsy Moss, died in 1985. His marriage to Rolinda Hurwick ended in divorce.

In 1994, Moss helped found a potential rival to Major League Baseball, the United Baseball League. Its formation was announced during the baseball players' strike that began that year in August, leading to the cancellation of the postseason. The UBL founders promised profit-sharing and an equity plan for cities and players as well as cheaper tickets for fans.

"People are looking for alternatives to the traditional baseball that has produced the kind of disaster it did this year," Moss said. "I think a lot of people view the fact that there wasn't a World Series this year as a violation of public trust."

But the planned eight-city league folded its operations in 1996 before playing a game.
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'The Yellowstone Effect': Cities Cash In on Cowboy Culture

Lands in cities and towns that were once shipping points for livestock can be low-lying, unfavorable and often prone to flooding. They're also hotbeds for new developments.




By Patrick Sisson



Sep 15, 2024 at 10:00 AM

It seems everyone is a little country these days: Markets for western-themed fashion have been re-energized and country music is hotter than it's been in decades.

"We call it the 'Yellowstone effect,'" said Joel Cowley, the chief executive of the Calgary Stampede in Alberta, one of the largest rodeos in the world. "There's a romanticism about the West and the cowboy that comes and goes. But I'm not sure in my lifetime that I've ever seen it as high as it is now."

Cowboy culture going mainstream has translated to economic opportunities for cities and towns with a Western heritage. This summer, 1.5 million fans attended the Calgary Stampede to experience the annual rodeo show filled with concerts, cattle and circus performers. Those 10 days were a record turnout for the Canadian city's marquee event, and officials are trying to emulate that vibrancy for the other 355 days of the year. Similar moves are taking place in other cities known for their cowboy culture including Denver, Houston and Kansas City, Mo.

In Calgary, that means transforming the area where the Stampede is held, and the adjoining neighborhoods, into a year-round entertainment and cultural district that influences growth and investment downtown, said Kate Thompson, the president and chief executive of Calgary Municipal Land Company, whose organization is charged with redeveloping the area, which has hosted fairs since 1886.

"We sometimes joke that we're building an Olympic Village while hosting an Olympics," she said.

Calgary, like other cities and towns that were once shipping points for livestock, is discovering that the low-lying, unfavorable, often flood-prone land that made sense to devote to livestock and processing cattle instead of homes and businesses offers a hotbed for new developments.

These cities hope their real estate projects will result in something similar to the successful stockyards redevelopment in Fort Worth. There, local leaders worked with developers for over a decade to capitalize on the city's cow town heritage. The success of that project brought scores of sports and entertainment events, millions of visitors and new developments, including hotels, restaurants and retail, with plans for more.

Ms. Thompson's group, which is owned by the city of Calgary, has been one of the driving forces behind transforming roughly 290 acres of fairgrounds, parking lots and low-density development east of downtown into a new district with multiple arenas, restaurants, stores and hundreds of residential units. The first phase included a new light rail stop near the park, $100 million in infrastructure improvements and a $500 million expansion of the BMO Centre arena that began hosting events in June.

Performers under the canopy of the BMO Centre arena during the Calgary Stampede. Amber Bracken for The New York Times


The BMO Centre recently underwent a $500 million expansion, which was completed in May and included a central hall called the Exchange. Amber Bracken for The New York Times


The expansion of the BMO Centre is the first phase of a redevelopment plan in which Calgary officials are transforming the area where the Stampede is held into a year-round entertainment and cultural district. Amber Bracken for The New York Times


Next, the group has plans to build thousands of additional residential units and venues for art and opera, as well as parks, a youth center and the Stampede Trail, a wide commercial street that can be closed to traffic for festivals.

Similar redevelopment projects are in the works throughout the United States. In Denver, a $1 billion-plus project transforming 240 acres of stockyards, where the National Western Stock Show takes place, has been building new educational and entertainment facilities on underutilized land. In Houston, county officials recently announced a project to redevelop NRG Park and continue to host its famous rodeo, including potentially developing mixed-use projects on the venue's underused parking lots.

And in Kansas City, Mo., the American Royal Livestock Show is breaking ground on a new $350 million, 127-acre suburban home. The West Bottoms neighborhood, where the stock show once stood, is the focus of a $500 million investment. West Bottoms is modeled on the Dumbo neighborhood of Brooklyn, said Ian Ross, the founder of Somera Road, the West Bottoms' project developer, where after decades of abandonment, rundown warehouses were reborn as galleries and work spaces starting in the 1980s.

"The West Bottoms was where Kansas City was born, where the cattle trade began," he said. "I think people are seeking those authentic, story-driven neighborhoods and are eager to help bring them back to life, unlike these new, somewhat sterile mixed-use developments."

It helps that these western cities have momentum, with growing populations and economies, making it more feasible to build or redevelop real estate that may have been on the periphery or devoted to industries that have receded or departed. The Meatpacking District in New York City and Fulton Market, once a center for produce in Chicago, are two examples.

"The bottom line is cities are looking at underutilized land to accommodate population growth," said Greg Kwong, an executive vice president at CBRE. "The fact that you have a western or stockyard theme could even be coincidental."

Big-city stockyards for holding animals before they were slaughtered had fallen into decline by the 1950s, when changes in marketing, logistics and refrigeration made it easier for companies to process and package meat in one location.

 James Stukenberg for The New York Times

 James Stukenberg for The New York Times

 James Stukenberg for The New York Times

The National Western Center in Denver is home to a Colorado State University campus called CSU Spur, which focuses on agriculture and sustainability. James Stukenberg for The New York Times

But in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, they were instrumental in growing cities in the Western United States and Canada, especially after the introduction of the railroads and refrigerated train cars. This created nodes for shipping livestock and processing cattle, said Dominic Pacyga, an academic who curates the Packingtown Museum, located in a Chicago industrial park near where the city's own famous Union Stock Yard once stood. Stock shows and agricultural fairs grew out of this economic shift as means to promote these industries to consumers and companies in the East.

Since then, special events like the Calgary Stampede and the National Western Stock Show have kept these campuses alive as yearly highlights. Now, city leaders see a new future for these sites.

"There's real estate pressure," said Brad Buchanan, the chief executive of the National Western Center Authority in Denver. "There's an opportunity to add to the future of this place without losing what got us here in the first place."

Many of the new developments maintain the area's regional identity and heritage, and various project architects have reused wooden posts or exposed steel beams, or taken visual inspiration from ranches and barns. But developers are also leveraging investment, including government funds to, in part, build sites that showcase the future of agriculture and livestock.

The National Western Center is home to a Colorado State University campus called CSU Spur, which focuses on agriculture and sustainability. That campus finished construction in January 2023. A majority of the funding -- $688 million -- for that project, which includes new equestrian and livestock centers and entertainment venues, comes from bonds in measures that lawmakers had passed to fend off a threat from the National Western Stock Show moving to the neighboring city of Aurora.

Near the Spur, the Exchange Building, where the chalkboards that traders once used to note the day's cattle prices still hang, just commenced a redevelopment plan to turn the space into a hub for start-ups focused on the future of water technology and food. Andrew Feinstein, a fifth-generation Denver resident whose firm, EXDO Development, played an instrumental role in revitalizing the stockyards-adjacent RiNo neighborhood, learned that his great-uncle, a union leader, had taken meetings in the building.

The midway at the Calgary Stampede, one of the largest rodeos in the world. Amber Bracken for The New York Times


Cowboy culture's entrance into the mainstream has translated to economic opportunities for cities with a Western heritage, like Calgary. Amber Bracken for The New York Times


Redevelopment projects, like the one underway in Calgary, are in the works throughout the United States. Amber Bracken for The New York Times


Mr. Feinstein sees the site as an iconic asset that nobody has yet reimagined, one that, over time, will have significant effects on surrounding areas.

But the opportunities come with challenges and sometimes unintended consequences. The projects can be difficult to take on, since a lack of modern infrastructure can complicate construction and efforts to reconnect neighborhoods.

Michael Hancock, the former mayor of Denver who played a crucial role in the National Western Center project, said that adding modern pipes and roads, as well as cleaning up the environmental challenges of a former cattle lot, presented hurdles. And most neighborhoods clustered around the stockyards have large populations of working-class and immigrant residents who worry the redevelopments will place pressure on local housing markets.

Neighborhood groups, including the GES Coalition, which represents Denver residents in Globeville and Elyria-Swansea, are worried that new developments will lead to rising rents and have pushed the National Western Center to consider more community-focused projects. Mr. Feinstein said that he expected the accusations of displacement, but that he saw the investment and new infrastructure that came with the stockyards project as a rising tide that would help locals and the city.

"Denver is trying to hold on to its Western heritage and its Western spirit, while embracing modernity," Mr. Feinstein said. "And I think if we get things right at the National Western Campus, we'll pull that off."
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Will A.I. Be a Bust? A Wall Street Skeptic Rings the Alarm.

Jim Covello, Goldman Sachs's head of stock research, warned that building too much of what the world doesn't need "typically ends badly."

Jim Covello predicts that the A.I. boom will lose steam when the companies that are adopting the technology cut spending. Victor Llorente for The New York Times



By Tripp Mickle
Tripp Mickle reported this article by visiting Goldman Sachs's office in New York and attending its tech conference in San Francisco.


Sep 23, 2024 at 04:10 PM

As Jim Covello's car barreled up Highway 101 from San Jose to San Francisco this month, he counted the billboards about artificial intelligence. The nearly 40 signs he passed, including one that promoted something called Writer Enterprise AI and another for Speech AI, were fresh evidence, he thought, of an economic bubble.

"Not that long ago, they were all crypto," Mr. Covello said of the billboards. "And now they're all A.I."

Mr. Covello, the head of stock research at Goldman Sachs, has become Wall Street's leading A.I. skeptic. Three months ago, he jolted markets with a research paper that challenged whether businesses would see a sufficient return on what by some estimates could be $1 trillion in A.I. spending in the coming years. He said generative artificial intelligence, which can summarize text and write software code, made so many mistakes that it was questionable whether it would ever reliably solve complex problems.

The Goldman paper landed days after a partner at Sequoia Capital, a venture firm, raised similar questions in a blog post about A.I. Their skepticism marked a turning point for A.I.-related stocks, leading to a reassessment of Wall Street's hottest trade.

Goldman's basket of A.I. stocks, which is managed by a separate arm of the firm and includes Nvidia, Microsoft, Apple, Alphabet, Amazon, Meta and Oracle, has declined 7 percent from its peak on July 10, as investors and business leaders debate whether A.I. can justify its staggering costs.

The pause has come early in the A.I. arms race. The tech industry has a history of spending big to deliver technology transitions, as it did during the personal computer and internet revolutions. Those build-outs spanned five years or more before there was a reckoning.

But Mr. Covello, 51, has experience with tech booms and busts. He followed the bursting of the dot-com bubble as a semiconductor analyst and was scarred by watching colleagues lose their jobs. More recently, the Goldman veteran joined an internal team that has been evaluating A.I. services for the firm to use. He said the services he reviewed were costly, cumbersome and not "smart enough to make employees smarter."

The industry's history has led some people to say Mr. Covello's call for caution is premature. Shortly after Goldman's paper was published, George Lee, co-head of the firm's geopolitical advisory business, challenged Mr. Covello in an email, saying A.I. was poised to save workers time and improve their productivity. Mr. Lee urged him to be patient.

Mr. Covello's research paper for Goldman Sachs challenged whether businesses would see a sufficient return on their $1 trillion in A.I. spending. Victor Llorente for The New York Times


"The long-term impact of platform shifts is that applications emerge over time as that technology is refined, made more readily available, made cheaper," Mr. Lee said in an interview, speaking about the email.

Goldman's clients asked to hear more. At their request, the firm began hosting private bull-and-bear debates with Mr. Lee, as the bull, outlining his optimism about A.I., and Mr. Covello, as the bear, explaining his pessimism.

The conversation was overdue, said Jim Morrow, chief executive of Callodine Group, a Boston-based client of Goldman. "A.I. had captured the market zeitgeist," he said. "Having someone from a firm like Goldman ring the bell and say, 'Hey, it won't become a reality the way everyone thinks' had people asking important questions about what was actually happening."

Mr. Covello was born to be a skeptic. Before he left for Georgetown University, where he would become the first person from his Philadelphia family to go to college, his father questioned him about whether a four-year degree could ever justify its cost. Then, as a first baseman on the university's baseball team, he used that same skeptical eye in the batter's box while averaging a respectable .270.

In 2000, he joined Goldman Sachs as tech analyst. That summer, the firm gathered at a vineyard in Napa Valley for an enthusiastic company meeting about the tech industry. But the internet boom, which had already crested, began to crash in the months that followed.

A few companies like Google and Amazon survived and became fabulously wealthy, but Mr. Covello fixated on the carnage. "It was a very scary time," he said. "I didn't know if I was still going to have a job."

Mr. Covello kept his job. At the time, Goldman was reducing its costs by replacing experienced analysts with younger employees. It promoted Mr. Covello to be its lead semiconductor analyst in 2001 and elevated him to be the head of global equity research in 2021.

After the release of ChatGPT in 2022, the tech industry started comparing A.I.'s arrival to the dawn of the public internet. The comparison caught Mr. Covello's attention. "That's not what anybody should be rooting for," he said, recalling the millions of jobs that were lost.

To create A.I. businesses, experts predicted, $1 trillion would be spent on data centers, utilities and applications. Mr. Covello thought those costs made it impossible for the industry to inexpensively solve real-world problems, which is what internet companies did decades ago.

As a member of Goldman's working group on A.I., he reviewed a service that used generative A.I. to automatically update analysts' spreadsheets with companies' financial results. He said it saved his analysts about 20 minutes of time per company but cost six times as much money.

The A.I. boom has made Nvidia one of the most valuable companies in the world, thanks to its A.I. chips. Jim Wilson/The New York Times


Word of Mr. Covello's skepticism spread at the firm. Allison Nathan, who edits a monthly research report called "Top of Mind," was planning an issue on A.I. On a colleague's recommendation, she met with Mr. Covello.

"For about 35 minutes, I was transfixed with his narrative and his views," she said.

Ms. Nathan decided to interview Mr. Covello for the report. The conversation helped frame the 31-page report's title, "Gen AI: Too Much Spend, Too Little Benefit?"

Mr. Covello challenged the notion that the costs of A.I. would decline, noting that costs have risen for some sophisticated technologies like the machines that make semiconductors. He also criticized A.I.'s capabilities.

"Overbuilding things the world doesn't have use for, or is not ready for, typically ends badly," he said.

It was one of the most well-read reports in the publication's 12-year history.

George Lee, center, and Mr. Covello, right, of Goldman Sachs debate A.I. at the firm's conference in San Francisco earlier this month. Kash Rangan, also of Goldman Sachs, moderated the talk. Kelsey McClellan for The New York Times


At Goldman's annual tech conference this month in San Francisco, the firm put Mr. Covello and Mr. Lee before a few hundred people to explain their diverging views on A.I. Mr. Covello focused on the technology's shortcomings, citing a Business Insider article about a pharmaceutical company that canceled its Microsoft A.I. services after finding the capabilities on a par with "middle school presentations."

Mr. Lee shook his head. He highlighted a Princeton University paper that found that A.I. helped 5,000 developers across 100 companies achieve a 20 percent productivity increase.

"It's not perfect," Mr. Lee said. But he added, "People are picking up dimes of productivity savings."

Some people in the audience questioned whether Goldman was covering its bases by spotlighting its in-house A.I. pessimist at a conference headlined by A.I. evangelists like Jensen Huang, the chief executive of Nvidia, the world's leading maker of A.I. chips. But many people considered the debate constructive.

"It was an updated version of the question: 'If you build it, will they come?'" said David Readerman, a portfolio manager at Endurance Capital Partners. 

Mr. Covello predicts that the A.I. boom will lose steam when the companies that are adopting the technology cut spending after their profits dip. He doesn't think that will set off another dot-com recession. But each day, he is reassessing his position.

"When you have a view that's sort of out on a limb, you live in this kind of constant state of paranoia that A.I. is going to be as big as everybody thinks it is," he said. "So I am genuinely on the lookout every single day for my blind spots. Where could I be wrong?"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/23/technology/ai-jim-covello-goldman-sachs.html
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Rivalries Are the Heart of College Football. But Many Are Going Away.

Upheaval within the Big Ten, Pac-12 and Southeastern Conferences has threatened some cherished rivalries, while rekindling others. In Oregon, the Civil War may soon be over.

Oregon football players running onto the field before a game against their rivals, Oregon State, in Corvallis, Ore., this month. Amanda Loman/Associated Press



By Billy Witz
Reporting from Corvallis, Ore.


Sep 21, 2024 at 10:02 AM

Travis Beard, wearing a T-shirt commemorating Oregon State's epic comeback against its rival, the University of Oregon, two years ago that ended with football fans storming the field, was nursing a beer last Saturday on a Reser Stadium concourse, trying to ward off despair.

It was a futile task.

Oregon State has taken worse beatings at the hands of Oregon, but last week's thumping -- which ended 49-14 -- felt so much more dispiriting to fans like Beard, who attended his first game in the Civil War, as the rivalry is known here, more than 40 years ago.

Conference consolidation, seeded with television money, has wrought bigger, bicoastal leagues that will provide more marquee games. But it has also threatened rivalries that are central to college football's identity, which until recently was largely distinguished from North American professional sports by its regional followings and states (and sometimes homes) with divided loyalties.

Oklahoma will not play Oklahoma State this season for the first time since 1910, largely because of bruised feelings over Oklahoma's move to the Southeastern Conference. Lincoln Riley, the University of Southern California coach, was lukewarm this summer about extending his school's storied rivalry with Notre Dame after 2026 because of the rigors of its new Big Ten schedule.

And while conference hopping has rekindled a handful of rivalries -- the University of Texas will play Texas A&M for the first time since 2011 now that Texas has moved to the SEC -- it has shifted others to new conferences, like Arizona versus Arizona State now in the Big 12. Some have uncertain futures, while others have disappeared entirely. U.C.L.A. and Cal, the flagship schools of the University of California system, will not play each other this season for the first time in 92 years.

The Oregon State student section cheered during the school's game against Oregon in September. Amanda Loman/Associated Press


"Rivalries are at the heart of what college football is," said Christian Anderson, a professor of higher education at the University of South Carolina and an editor of the book "The History of American College Football: Institutional Policy, Culture and Reform." "Imagine a world without Harvard playing Yale. That said, the essence of college football is fading -- if it's not gone already. It's about money and TV and putting yourself on a national stage."

In Oregon, no amount of shrewd recruiting, smart coaching and gritty effort by Oregon State's Beavers can alter the diverging directions of the state's major programs, which took an inexorable turn last year when Oregon persuaded Washington to jump with it to the Big Ten Conference.

That decision led to the unraveling of the Pac-12 Conference and left in doubt the future of one of college football's most enduring rivalries. The Beavers and Ducks began playing each other in 1894.

For now, the Civil War is continuing through next season. Hastily rearranged schedules allowed the series to carry on as nonconference games that will be played in mid-September, before classes begin, rather than late November, when the playoffs loom and the conditions are cold and rainy with a chance of fog.

Dan Lanning, the Oregon coach, hopes the series continues, adding that it is good for the state. But the Ducks, who have a full slate in the coming years, will have to buy their way out of contracts for existing games. "I don't know how I feel about it," Trent Bray, the Oregon State coach and a former player at the school, said.

U.C.L.A. and Cal, in action in a rivalry game in 1991, will not play each other this season for the first time in 92 years. Ken Levine via, Getty Images


It is harder for Scott Barnes, the Oregon State athletic director, to turn away from what the Beavers had on Saturday: a standing-room-only crowd and a resume-burnishing opponent.

"Everybody was upset with the schools that left, and that's a natural response," said Barnes, who plans to discuss continuing the series with the Oregon athletic director Rob Mullens, who declined an interview request. "But there's not one of our 550 student athletes that doesn't want to play that game. When you're seeing these rivalries break apart, common sense is thrown out the window, so let's not let our emotions make decisions."

The day after last season's game, the then-Oregon State coach Jonathan Smith, a beloved former star quarterback at the school, left for Michigan State, dumping his Beavers gear at a local secondhand store. Soon, most of the team's best players had left.

At the same time, Oregon was loading up in the transfer portal.

(Included in its haul was the former Oregon State kicker Atticus Sappington, who on Saturday was booed on every attempted kick.)

The talent disparity, evident in warm-ups, manifested at kickoff.

"We don't have $23 million to bring in dudes," said Beard, citing a well-traveled guesstimate of the amount of the so-called name, image and likeness payments to players that booster collectives at Oregon spent this season on its roster, which is as highly regarded as traditional powers like Ohio State and Georgia. "It's the haves and the have-nots."

The Oregon Duck and Benny the Beaver didn't let their schools' rivalry get in the way of a pregame hug. Ben Lonergan/The Register-Guard/USA Today Network


Washington State, also left adrift when the Pac-12 schools scattered, earned a measure of satisfaction for the have-nots by upsetting Washington last Saturday in the Apple Cup, which will be played at least through 2028. Jake Dickert, the Washington State coach, cheekily bounded into a postgame news conference with a cigar and a question: Anybody got a light?

The resource gap is greater over the border. Oregon, which generated $60 million more in athletic department revenue than Oregon State last year, was the only Pac-12 school to not rely on a campus subsidy, according to The San Jose Mercury News -- and it has as a sugar daddy Phil Knight, the Nike founder who is the program's main benefactor.

Knight, in a brief interview on his way into the Oregon locker room after the game, said that "of course" he hopes the series continues and that Oregon State, which he quietly donates to, "is going to have a real good future -- it just happens to be in a reconstituted Pac-12."

A model rivalry may be the one between Iowa and Iowa State, which have played every season since 1977 despite being in different conferences. Their September meeting has become such a cultural fixture that presidential candidates often attend in the run-up to the state's caucuses.

Oregon State is at least adept at making do with less. Last season, the men's soccer team advanced to a national semifinal, and the women's basketball team reached a regional final. Jade Carey, the Olympic gold medal-winning gymnast, is returning for her final season, and the baseball team's success -- it has won three national titles since 2006 -- inspired Oregon to resurrect its program.

The football team finished the last two regular seasons in the College Football Playoff rankings and drew an average of 2.3 million viewers last year, according to Nielsen, better than schools like North Carolina, U.C.L.A. and Michigan State. The Beavers also have a sparkling, intimate home after Reser Stadium's recent $161 million renovation.

The game between Oregon and Oregon State, a rivalry known as the Civil War, runs through next season. Beyond that, its future is uncertain. Abigail Dollins/Statesman Journal/USA Today Network 


"We like to say we're built, not bought," Barnes said. "You lean into what differentiates you. We're a developmental program, and we've always done that. We win battles if we get a kid on campus, but if it's about money or if it's about N.I.L., we're not going to win that battle."

Still, Barnes added, relevance keeps growing more expensive. Athletes are now allowed to be paid through booster collectives; an antitrust settlement may allow schools to pay athletes directly next year; and soon athletes could be classified as employees.

Oregon State and Washington State gained a measure of stability last week when Boise State, San Diego State, Fresno State and Colorado State agreed to join them in a resuscitated, if diminished, Pac-12. The conference will soon add at least two others schools, which would put it in position to participate next year in the 12-team College Football Playoff.

Nevertheless, the Pac-12 will have nowhere near the Big Ten's television revenue -- which is likely to be about $50 million less per school -- and the conference champion will be up against a stacked deck if it does manage to be awarded a playoff berth.

Athletics, until recently, was rarely the realm of university presidents, whose preferred involvement was cozying up to donors at football games. But Jayathi Murthy, who arrived as Oregon State's president two years ago, has lobbied the State Legislature for more athletics funding, been active in charting the Pac-12's future and been a public advocate for athletics.

She spends an inordinate amount of time on a department that accounts for about 5 percent of the university's $1.84 billion budget.

Notre Dame quarterback John Huarte looks to make a play against Southern California at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum in 1964. Long Photography-Imagn Images


"I wish it were only 30 percent of my attention," said Murthy, who sees athletics as a worthwhile investment because it is a way to connect a university that has operations in each of the state's 36 counties. "As everyone says, it's the front door to the university. It's what brings them back every Saturday through the fall and to basketball and baseball. It connects them in a way that almost nothing else does. It's emotional. It's immediate."

The night before last week's game, Rebel Williams, an Oregon fan who lives near Phoenix, and his friend, Matt Binek, an Oregon State fan who lives in Huntington Beach, Calif., pondered the fate of the rivalry as they sipped cocktails at The Angry Beaver, a downtown Corvallis watering hole.

They noted that so-called platypus families -- a mixed-allegiance household, named after the quirky animal with a Duck's bill and a Beaver's tail -- exist from Ashland to Astoria. And that the game is christened the Civil War for a reason: Most fans don't begrudge their rivals success except when they're playing each other.

"I don't think that exists anywhere else," Williams said. "As an Oregonian, you want to see this game. Growing up, it didn't matter what the records were. There are kids from all over the state on both teams, and it's a celebration of being from here. It brings a lot of sadness to think we could be losing that."

Oregon Ducks fans tailgating in the parking lot before the team's game against the Oregon State Beavers at Reser Stadium in September. Tom Hauck/Getty Images
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Fashion Review


A Surprise Season of Stranger Things

Standout shows from Bally and Bottega Veneta bring Milan Fashion Week to a close. Gucci, Versace and Moschino do some recycling.

Bottega Veneta, spring 2025 Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times



By Vanessa Friedman
Reporting from Milan


Sep 22, 2024 at 10:14 AM

And thus began the season of the weird. After decades in which clothes that telegraphed sex or stealth wealth dominated the Milanese runways, it's the stranger things that seem the most on target now.

"There's a feeling that anything could happen, no matter how fantastical," Matthieu Blazy wrote in his Bottega Veneta show notes, before seating his audience on low-slung leather bean bags in animal shapes -- Jacob Elordi plopped down onto a bunny, Michelle Yeoh onto a lady bug. It turned a cavernous warehouse into a fun house and forced every guest to adopt an alternate perspective.

"Well, it's kind of an irrational time," Simone Bellotti said in something of an understatement backstage after his brilliant Bally show, inspired by the German Dadaist Hugo Ball.

Indeed, the most eye-catching appearance of the week was not, as it turned out, Mr. Elordi, or Jin of BTS taking a post-military service front row seat at Gucci, but Cheryl Hines, the actress-wife of Robert F. Kennedy Jr. She showed up at Bally just after the news broke about her husband's sexting relationship with a political reporter. (Apparently Ms. Hines is friends with the brand's new owner, Michael Reinstein of the global private equity firm Regent.) And the best casting was not Cavalli's supermodel reunion but Sunnei's embrace of 70- and 80-something models in its 10th anniversary meditation on time. As opposed to that old fashion shibboleth, timelessness.

Sunnei, spring 2025 Sunnei


You can either retreat into the safety of the elegant chocolate suit (for that, go to MaxMara), the always-appropriate leather trench (at Tod's, Matteo Tamburini did it best) or you can take the confounding, bizarro nature of this global moment and turn it into a look. The best shows in Milan did.

A Breakthrough and a Blast

Mr. Bellotti, for example, did it in his third Bally show, the rare Milan collection to really explore the allure of a new silhouette, one that both evoked the looming fear of the unknown and offered a carapace to match.

Inspired by a sloping iron cape he found in a photo of Mr. Ball in his Dada heyday, Mr. Bellotti raised necklines and sloped shoulders. Rounded blouson jackets mimicked mountainous boulders and skirts were shaped a la cowbell, so they curved out at the hips and in at the thigh. Some peplums were so aggressively structured, they jutted out like horns from floral frocks or from under neat jackets. Or like the metal spikes on the Mary Jane shoes beneath, which referenced both Alpine climbers and punks and were based on a shoe Bally first made in 1945, in the shadow of World War II. Coincidence? Nah. More like a uniquely trenchant remix.

Just as Mr. Blazy's through-the-looking-glass games at Bottega Veneta, in a show that evoked childhood's reality distortion field, offered an unexpectedly uplifting outlet. Imagine pleated or pinstripe pantaskirts. (Wait -- pantaskirts? What even is that? I'll tell you: wrap or asymmetric skirts with one pant leg emerging from beneath.) As if someone got stuck in the midst of trying on two different pieces and decided to just go with both. The style offers one way to put your foot in it, anyway.

With them came jackets so oversize they looked as if they had been filched from a parent's closet, and more skirts with swishing tassels at the knee. Shimmering metallic evening slip dresses under porcupine quill headdresses that resembled both sea anemones and squishy toys, like an incredibly glamorous dunce's cap or the most cathartic party hat (or a supersize D.I.Y. Rod Stewart wig).

It's the extremes that now stand out: clothes that dare go there, wherever there happens to be. Maybe the living rooms captured by Greg Girard's photographs and superimposed on sheaths and patent leather at Jil Sander, where Luke and Lucie Meier took power tailoring to an entirely different place, literally. Or the parachute suede coats and silks at Ferragamo, where Maximilian Davis transformed the whole idea of leaping into the void. The trapeze shirting and soignee culottes at Sunnei, where Loris Messina and Simone Rizzo dared to imagine a future that wasn't sci-fi, but rather sophisticated utilitarianism.

And the shredded denim at Diesel, where the designer Glenn Martens continues to work his brand of fashion alchemy, transforming the most basic of fabrics into a vehicle of apocalyptic elegance with mind-blowing technique.

Diesel, spring 2025 Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times


This time he did it by tufting dark denim into feathers at the collar of a jacket, lasering the faded blue of a cloudy sky into fringe and fantastical textures, and then filling the entire floor of his show space with an ocean of denim scraps, sculpted into undulating waves of detritus.

Recycling has never looked so unequivocally good.

The Scent of the Past

Certainly it was more interesting than the recycling of ideas going on at the biggest brands -- Gucci, Moschino, Versace -- all of whom seem to be in self-referential mode, turning inward and backward rather than outward.

That's how it looked at Moschino, anyway, where Adrian Appiolaza in his second collection continued his tour of Moschino-isms past (pearls, slogans, bedsheets, bleach-bottle bags) with the aid of two collaborators -- Terry Jones, formerly of i-D magazine, and the estate of the jewelry designer Judy Blame -- but without the crucial undercurrent of social commentary that made the brand's original double-entendres-in-a-garment so resonant.

And how it seemed at Gucci, where Sabato De Sarno took as his muse Jackie Onassis. In her head-scarves-and-big-glasses Capri years. Maybe every designer has to channel her at least once.

Cue similar head scarves and big glasses, plus car coats and minidresses woven from a neat floral-embossed raffia material for a bit of structure, as well as lots of bamboo accessories -- bag handles, jewelry -- that popped up in Mr. De Sarno's nod to the Tom Ford Gucci era, in the form of gold hardware on slinky jersey dresses.

A more original way forward was offered by the ultra-miniskirts with tiny crinolines built into the elastic waistband so they popped out just a bit over the hip, worn with ribbed undershirts and matching big bucket hats, and the evening trench coats so long they dragged on the floor like trains.

There's comfort in the known, sure, but stasis also. It's hard to take risks when you have so much (revenue) to lose, but at the same time, not taking risks is pretty much a guaranteed shrug.

The tension was summed up perfectly, if probably unintentionally, at the Versace show, where Donatella Versace was inspired by one of her own Versus collections from 1997, back when she was running that line. A time, she recalled in a preview, that was full of "optimism" and "joy." (You might think of it differently, but such is memory.)

So she brought it back, reviving the floral prints and squiggly graphics of that post-grunge collection in shades of tan, butter yellow and baby blue, and then mixing and matching it all in cropped tops, low-slung skirts and frayed jeans cut to show the tops of sheer pantyhose. The same prints and colors popped up on chain mail, some of which had been 3-D printed. Because even nostalgia needs a semi-update.

The clothes, remakes of a fashion remake of an actual cultural phenomenon, were all balanced atop shoes that were themselves balanced on heels made to mimic perfume bottles. Was there ever a better metaphor for the state of fashion itself? Time to step into the surreal.
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A Pygmy Hippo Is Stealing Hearts (and Biting Zookeepers)

Moo Deng, whose name translates to "bouncy pork," has united the internet while following a familiar path to stardom.

Moo Deng was introduced to the world in July by the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Thailand. Athit Perawongmetha/Reuters



By Becca Foley and Noah Riffe



Sep 24, 2024 at 03:00 PM

Defiant, sassy, slippery, chubby, loves to scream. We can all relate.

If you have yet to come across the internet's favorite pygmy hippopotamus, then meet Moo Deng. She's a bit of a diva.

"The hottest, hottest new It girl on the planet," Hoda Kotb, a co-anchor on the "Today" show, said during a recent episode. "She's redefining beauty standards: She's got chubby pink cheeks, a distinct potato shape."

Since Moo Deng's public introduction by the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chon Buri, Thailand, south of Bangkok, on July 25, when she was 2 weeks old, her star has only risen.

Her name, which translates to "bouncy pork," was chosen by a poll held on the zoo's Facebook page; around 20,000 people voted. There were three options: Moo Deng, Moo Sap (minced pork) and Moo Daeng (red pork). Moo Deng won easily.

Atthapon Nundee, Moo Deng's keeper at the zoo, began sharing content about the pygmy hippo on social media immediately. "I think I am close with her to the point I can share lovely day-to-day activities," he said in an email. "Most people like that and watching her grow up."

But it was Yammi Saracino, a ceramacist and content creator born in Bangkok, who is at least partially responsible for the hippo's initial international fame. When he saw the zoo's Facebook poll, he felt compelled to translate it into English so that a broader audience would find her.

"The winner clearly was Moo Deng," he said. "I think that partially had something to do with me, because I was like, 'I'm voting for this name, so help me vote for this name.'"

Interest outside the zoo has been huge ever since, with the young pygmy hippo being mentioned by companies, sports teams, public transit, buildings, an encyclopedia and meme lovers all over the world. There is even a cryptocurrency that bears her likeness.

The whole adventure has raised awareness for pygmy hippopotamuses, which are smaller and more land loving than a common hippo. They are native to the swamps and forests of West Africa and there are fewer than 3,000 of the animals in the wild.

That being said, Moo Deng is not the only one to gain internet fame: Toni, a pygmy hippo at Zoo Berlin, has also had people talking this summer. But Mr. Saracino believes Moo Deng has been able to stand out, thanks to her cuteness and spunky personality.

"Moo Deng specifically, even in comparison to her siblings, is really bouncy and really feisty," he said. "She has no teeth but is adamant about biting her keeper." (This is probably because Moo Deng is teething, according to Mr. Nundee, Moo Deng's keeper.)

There is hope among the staffs at the zoos involved that the starring role that Moo Deng and Toni have played could have a positive long-term effect for other pygmy hippos.

There is hope among zookeepers that the attention being paid to pygmy hippos like Moo Deng will raise awareness of the species and its struggles. Athit Perawongmetha/Reuters


"With their childlike behavior, baby animals have the wonderful potential to draw even greater attention to endangered animal species," said Philine     Hachmeister, the deputy head of communications and marketing at Zoo Berlin, adding: "Animals help to build a bridge and are a good introduction to the complex interrelationships of nature."

All of the attention on Moo Deng has also, unfortunately, come with a few bumps. After tourists began throwing things at her enclosure in hopes of waking her, the zoo had to limit viewing times at Moo Deng's enclosure to 10 to 15 minutes and enhance the road to accommodate the amount of traffic, said Narongwit Chodchoi, the zoo's director. Recently, however, visitors have been respectful and have followed the zoo's instructions, members of the zoo's staff said in an email.

But Moo Deng seems to be handling the fame fine. "For the mental health, I build trust with Moo Deng by engaging in conversation," Mr. Nundee said, adding that he calls her by her name and makes physical contact with her.

If all of this sounds at least a little familiar, it may be because in 2017, another baby hippo took the internet by storm. In January of that year, the Cincinnati Zoo announced the premature arrival of Fiona, a common river hippopotamus, and proceeded to post photos daily at noon for the clamoring public.

"We definitely didn't always know she would be a star," said Jenna Wingate, the head keeper of the Africa department at the Cincinnati Zoo. "But we figured it out pretty quickly."

Cincinnati Zoo employees showed a picture of Moo Deng to Fiona, their viral hippo, and she appeared to approve. Angela Hatke/The Cincinnati Zoo


Just like Moo Deng, Fiona saw her popularity grow online, as did demand for zoo tickets and viewings. In response, the Cincinnati Zoo started "Hanging With Hippos," an up-close-and-personal tour.

"We equate it to people trying to get Taylor Swift tickets," Ms. Wingate explained. "They'll log in on their iPad, their phone and their computer."

Zoo staff thought Fiona's popularity would wane as she grew out of her adolescent stage, but seven years later she is still generating lines of people waiting to see her and buy her branded merchandise, with the fame helping generate more than $1 million for the zoo, allowing it to assist in worldwide conservation efforts for hippos.

The Khao Kheow Open Zoo hopes to do similar work, using their profits to give back to research and conservation efforts both inside and outside of the zoo.

But while Fiona may be the original hippo It girl, zoo staff said she was happy to share the spotlight. "Fiona loves everyone, she would love to see Moo Deng doing her thing," Ms. Wingate said. "Pygmy hippos are much more endangered than common or Nile hippos, and I think if this sparks interest in one person to grow up to be a conservationist and that makes a difference for them, that's incredible."

So what's next for Moo Deng? She's staying just as sassy. "Her behavior may change depending on mood because now she is a superstar," Mr. Nundee said.

The Khao Kheow Open Zoo said it was planning to trademark "Moo Deng the hippo." The zoo released a line of clothing featuring the hippo's likeness, selling out almost immediately, and set up a 24-hour livestream.

Mr. Saracino doesn't see an end in sight, especially in Thailand. He plans to visit Moo Deng in the coming months. "I don't think it's reached its peak yet," he said of the hippo's popularity. "She's ours, we love her."

Claire Moses contributed reporting.
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She Found a Home in Music. Now She's the Composer for the King.

Errollyn Wallen, a Belize-born artist who has been named master of music by King Charles, discusses music as an escape, confronting racism and living by the sea.

Errollyn Wallen, who has been appointed the Master of the King's Music, said: "I see the arts and music as the lifeblood of a nation. But we are sadly heading for a world in which adults have no idea how music is made." Adama Jalloh for The New York Times



By Javier C. Hernandez



Sep 25, 2024 at 04:03 PM

The call from Buckingham Palace came on a summer morning, when Errollyn Wallen, wearing a pink onesie with pom-pom trim, had just finished a breakfast of toast and marmalade at her seaside home in Scotland.

A private secretary for the British royal family had phoned with momentous news: King Charles III wanted Wallen to serve as Master of the King's Music, an honorary position roughly equivalent to that of poet laureate.

Wallen, a composer and a pianist who was born in Belize, a former British colony, has spent her career challenging conventions in classical music.

"I was astonished," Wallen, 66, said in a recent Zoom interview. "I paused for a few moments, then cheerfully accepted."

Wallen, whose appointment was announced in August, is the first Black woman to serve in the role, which was created during the reign of King Charles I in the 17th century. While there are no fixed duties, Wallen is part of the royal household and will likely be called upon to compose pieces for special occasions, including weddings, jubilees and coronations. She is expected to hold the post for 10 years.

"I want to champion music for all," she said. "I see the arts and music as the lifeblood of a nation. But we are sadly heading for a world in which adults have no idea how music is made."

Wallen was made a Member of the Order of the British Empire by the then Prince Charles. "We have a monarch who cares about the arts," she said of the man who is now king, "and that doesn't happen very regularly." Johnny Green/PA Photos


Wallen makes music in many styles: classical, pop, minimalism, the blues. She has written symphonies, chamber pieces, operas and ballets, and her work often explores social and political themes. Her oratorio "Carbon 12" pays tribute to the history of coal mining in South Wales, and the orchestral work "Mighty River" explores the legacy of slavery, drawing on Black spirituals.

She is no stranger to the royal family: In 2007, Charles, then the Prince of Wales, made her a Member of the Order of the British Empire, and in 2021, Princess Anne elevated her to commander. She has written music for royal occasions, including Queen Elizabeth II's Golden and Diamond Jubilees.

She will soon meet with King Charles, a classical music fan who studied the cello, piano and trumpet, to outline her ideas. She is contemplating a flash musical event in which the rooms at Buckingham Palace are briefly occupied by composers or performers.

"We have a monarch who cares about the arts," she said, "and that doesn't happen very regularly."

In an interview, Wallen spoke about her Caribbean roots, the obstacles she has faced as a woman of color in classical music and the time she spotted Queen Elizabeth II tapping her foot along to her music. These are edited excerpts from the conversation.

What relevance does this position, nearly 400 years old, have in today's world?

We live in a time where there has never been a greater consumption of music: on computers, on phones, in the car, on vinyl. And yet we're getting further and further from the hands-on experience of the making of it, or the playing of it. We need to bring music into people's lives and allow them to take part.

What are your earliest musical memories?

When I was a baby, my parents said I never seemed to cry. If I woke in the morning before them, I would be singing. They said the first song they heard me sing was "When I Fall in Love."

There came a point when I was about 9, and I felt slightly tormented by these sounds in my head: a string orchestra with electronics. I felt they needed to come out somehow. And that's when my uncle said, "You might be a composer."

You were born in Belize City but moved to London with your family when you were 2. Do you still feel a connection to Belize?

I did not return until 1999. I loved it. It explained so much to me. I have this need to be by the water. My mother is from a family of fishing people. She was always talking about fish, and she loved having her hands in the water. I'm the same.

Wallen: "We need to bring music into people's lives and allow them to take part." Adama Jalloh for The New York Times


Your parents left London for New York when you were 6, and you were raised mostly by your uncle and aunt. In your 2023 memoir, "Becoming a Composer," you wrote that you "grew up feeling worthless, neglected, intimidated and confused." Did music offer an escape?

The moment I really seriously started to learn the piano, it was not just an escape, it felt like my actual home. I felt 100 percent alive. I formed my own cocoon of sound. I felt energized, as if the world opened up. To this day, if I'm at the piano, I feel I can solve most things.

You played in heavy metal, soul, pop, funk and other bands in your 20s and 30s. What did you learn?

It helped me so much with versatility, and I gained respect for other kinds of musicians. They didn't necessarily read and write music, but they were brilliant musicians nevertheless.

What challenges did you face early in your career?

As a young composer, I had the feeling that my music would never be performed. There was very little place for music by women or Black composers. But somehow I didn't seem to get bitter or angry. I developed my work out of the limelight. By the time people really began to notice me, I had many works under my belt.

How were you treated back then?

Nobody took me seriously; it was awful. Once, I was working on a new opera, and the conductor just didn't want to be there. I went to rehearsal and asked, "Could we just play that part slightly faster?" And he said, "No, I'm going to play it at the metronome marking you've got here." He was so difficult and obstructive.

In 2020, you were the target of racist attacks when you composed a reimagined version of the hymn "Jerusalem" for the Proms, the BBC's classical music festival. You dedicated your piece to the Windrush generation, British residents of Caribbean heritage.

The outcry came not because of the music, but because a Black woman was working with what was seen as a hallowed part of British culture. The fact is "Jerusalem" is a hymn I grew up with. My parents and my grandparents [in Belize] were brought up knowing the same hymns as in England. What struck me is how little is understood about what is going on in many of the Commonwealth countries.

What is the secret of writing royal music?

The music should bring people together. Years ago, I was commissioned to write a piece reacting to Handel's "Music for the Royal Fireworks." In studying that score, I was so impressed with the deftness and directness of the music, and the tremendous skillfulness in establishing the tone very quickly, in bright primary colors.

In 2002, you composed "Rani, Queen of the Stars" for the queen's Golden Jubilee, which was performed in Slough, a town west of London.

I sat right behind the queen and Prince Philip and I saw her foot tapping. I thought, "Well, I've done something right." But I resisted the urge to photograph her ankle.

Did she say anything about your music?

After the performance, the queen was introduced to the conductor, not to me. She thought the conductor had written it. It's fine because my job was done, and the performers were just fantastic. But it was a special piece. Never mind. I've gotten over it.

You crossed paths with the queen again at Buckingham Palace and elsewhere. What did you learn about her?

On one occasion, she told me how she enjoyed singing, playing music and dancing as a child. I realized just how close she was still to her childhood. I was genuinely very sad when she died. She was so lively and funny. She was really good company.

You keep two homes in Scotland: a house in the Orkney archipelago and a lighthouse in Strathy, in the Scottish Highlands.

To see sky and to be very close to nature is such a wonderful thing. I love variety, and I just relish living by the sea. As a composer, you must have solitude and quiet every day.

You've had a lifelong love affair with cake. A chapter of your memoir is devoted to the subject, and you once wrote a piece called "Fondant."

I was on a radio program recently and they asked which luxury item I would take on an imaginary island. I said a Steinway D piano, in which the middle pedal operates a self-dispensing cake flap. It would probably be Battenberg cake.
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The Mushroom Kingdom That Shigeru Miyamoto Built

Decades after Miyamoto invented Mario and Zelda, he explains what makes Nintendo special and its transformation into a global entertainment brand.




By Zachary Small
Reporting from Kyoto, Japan


Sep 25, 2024 at 11:00 AM

Shigeru Miyamoto has been making the same request of all new employees at Nintendo for at least the past decade: For the love of all things Super Mario, please design games that might sell 30 million copies.

The request for smash hits that can generate upward of $1.5 billion sounds almost reasonable coming from Miyamoto, a smiling septuagenarian with arched eyebrows and a trove of beloved cultural properties that would make Walt Disney blush.

Despite creating mascots like Super Mario, Princess Zelda and Donkey Kong that have earned billions for Nintendo, Miyamoto dresses like a humble salaryman, wearing company merchandise beneath his blazer. He has consulted on dozens of games and was instrumental in the development of the Wii and Switch consoles, but in recent years has focused on the movies and amusement parks that Nintendo hopes will undergird its future.

"I actually don't know why I create the things I create," Miyamoto said through an interpreter during a private interview this week. "I'm just having fun and that is what drives me."

Shigeru Miyamoto, who created video game mascots like Super Mario, Princess Zelda and Donkey Kong, is now often thinking about movies and amusement parks. Shiho Fukada for The New York Times


He was speaking from inside the Nintendo Museum in Kyoto, Japan, an exhibition hall that opens on Oct. 2 and documents the company's evolution from a local storefront selling handmade playing cards in the 1880s to a video game company nearly a century later.

Unsurprisingly, the museum is mostly dedicated to that second chapter, which opens on Miyamoto's arrival at the company. (His father, an English teacher from the Kyoto suburbs, had arranged an interview with Nintendo's president at the time, Hiroshi Yamauchi.) Four years later, in 1981, Miyamoto made himself essential by inventing the Donkey Kong arcade cabinets, which introduced an early version of the character Mario and became an international hit.

"Mr. Yamauchi back in the day would tell us that we are not good at fighting: 'We are weak -- so don't go picking fights with other companies,'" Miyamoto said, explaining the company's longstanding pursuit of originality.

He shared that goal with Gunpei Yokoi, the inventor of the Game Boy, who worked with him on Donkey Kong. The working relationship was initially distant. "We talked and he provided feedback," Miyamoto said. "Some critical feedback, as well." But the colleagues grew close: Yokoi was a witness at his wedding, and Miyamoto said he remained in contact with the inventor's widow.

Tickets for the Nintendo Museum, which opens on Oct. 2, are sold via a lottery system. They are sold out for the first two months. Shiho Fukada for The New York Times


Following the path of originality has defined Miyamoto's work on recent Nintendo consoles and, by extension, the company's counterintuitive approach to an industry largely driven by expensive graphical realism.

"It might seem like we are just going the opposite direction for the sake of going in the opposite direction, but it really is trying to find what makes Nintendo special," Miyamoto said. "There is a lot of talk about A.I., for example. When that happens, everyone starts to go in the same direction, but that is where Nintendo would rather go in a different direction."

The museum itself represents the third and latest chapter of Nintendo's history: its transformation from a video game company into a global entertainment brand. Through concrete and nostalgia, Nintendo is declaring -- perhaps for the first time -- that it sees itself as a permanent fixture in popular culture.

After the Wii U struggled to find an audience, Nintendo turned its fortunes around with the Switch. Shiho Fukada for The New York Times


Just a decade ago, industry analysts believed that Nintendo's only chance of survival after the failed launch of the Wii U was to stop producing consoles and focus on software development. The press was brutal. "What the Hell Is Wrong With Nintendo?" asked the Wired editor Chris Kohler. In 2013, Bloomberg News published an article pointing out that Sony and Microsoft "each sold more consoles in 24 hours than the Wii U maker did in nine months."

For the first time in its modern history, Nintendo -- the first part of its name, "Ninten," translates to "leave luck to heaven," a gambling prayer -- was reporting annual financial losses to investors.

A branding decision to piggyback off the name and considerable success of its previous console, the motion-controlled Wii, left the market confused. Buyers were later outraged when the console released with impaired functionality, which led the company's president at the time, Satoru Iwata, to issue an apology.

No Wii U game came close to Miyamoto's 30-million-copies metric of success. The highest-selling title, Mario Kart 8, sold 8.46 million units.

At the museum on the outskirts of Kyoto, however, the Wii U is represented with pride alongside the Super Nintendo, the GameCube and the rest of the company's console lineup: enshrined on the second floor.

Oddities crowd the corners. A toy rifle and a baby stroller are saved for a back display subtitled as the company's "age of exploration." The language is more direct in Japanese, describing a period from the company's founding to as far ahead as into its video game era as the "age of challenge."

The museum has almost no written explanations and Nintendo is not providing guided tours, leaving visitors without the context to know that licensed games like Twister and an early partnership with Disney were among the steps that allowed the company to negotiate its own products onto Japanese shelves. Additional research is necessary to learn that the Famicom, the precursor to the Nintendo Entertainment System, was on the cutting edge of technology in 1983: an online adapter allowed users to check the weather, conduct banking and place bets on horse races.

Miyamoto said the lack of explanations would allow visitors to intuitively understand Nintendo. "We wanted to make sure that this is someplace that regardless of any language or cultural barrier, people can come to interact and understand," he said.

Goombas, Shy Guys, Boos and Koopa Troopas from the Mario franchise can be found throughout the museum. Shiho Fukada for The New York Times


The company was revived by the Nintendo Switch in 2017. Initial games like The Legend of Zelda: Breath of the Wild were critical and commercial successes. The coronavirus pandemic also coincided with the release of cozy games like Animal Crossing: New Horizons, which attracted casual players looking for a virtual taste of fresh air, or "essentially peace in electronic form," as one young player said. Both games exceeded Miyamoto's sales target by millions of copies.

Behind the scenes, Miyamoto was also enacting a strategic plan to extend the Nintendo brand to new audiences and revenue streams. He now sits on the company's board of directors but also holds the title of "Executive Fellow," which at another company might be seen as the chief creative officer who oversees the development of new products.

After years of ignoring the surge in mobile gaming, the company developed apps like Super Mario Run, which Miyamoto joked during a presentation with Apple could be played while eating a hamburger. (In what appears to be a subtle reference, the museum cafe's only main dish is burgers.)

Miyamoto was also making trips to Hollywood to develop "The Super Mario Bros. Movie," which became the second-highest-grossing film of last year at nearly $1.4 billion. The movie released two months after the opening of Super Nintendo World at Universal Studios Hollywood, the second of four planned theme parks around the world. Now there is a Mario movie sequel planned for release in 2026 and development work on a Zelda film.

How the company will evolve into a media brand is on Miyamoto's mind, especially as he considers broadening the museum to include more archival records, past console prototypes and artistic drawings.

"If we get to a point where we make 10 movies, maybe we can open a theater next door," Miyamoto said during a news conference at the museum.

The Nintendo Museum is housed in a former manufacturing plant for playing cards, which the company began selling in the 1880s. Shiho Fukada for The New York Times


It is no surprise that the Nintendo Museum takes some of its design cues from the cotton-candy amusements that will delight children. Floating question blocks and singing Toads native to the Mushroom Kingdom of the Mario games are spread throughout the museum property -- a sterile building from 1969 that originally housed a manufacturing plant for playing cards before it was repurposed in 1988 as a customer service center for product repairs.

The museum offers other interactive experiences, including the chance to paint versions of the company's original playing cards. In another section, visitors can use comically large controllers to play old Nintendo games; extend a mechanical arm to grab balls; test their love matches with partners; and swing a cushioned bat around a fake living room.

The museum is mostly dedicated to the chapter after Shigeru Miyamoto arrived in the late 1970s. He made himself essential by inventing the Donkey Kong arcade cabinets. Shiho Fukada for The New York Times


These exhibits allow Nintendo, which declined to say how many employees worked at the museum, who managed it or what it cost to renovate the building, to keep the finer points of its history wrapped in mystery.

Today's audiences recognize the company brand through its riotous colors and cheerful designs; even the company's logo is painted the same vivid color as Mario's red cap. But its Kyoto headquarters are shockingly sterile, housed inside a white rectangular office building with an interior design that Miyamoto has lovingly compared to a hospital waiting room.

There are many tourists who travel to Kyoto to marvel at the nondescript building, even as the pagoda roofs of 800-year-old shrines like Tofuku-ji temple tower in the distance. Some Nintendo officials hope those tourists will now flock a few train stops away to the museum instead, though the company remains torn between discretion and transparency.

"When I put myself in the consumer's perspective, I kind of want to see behind the curtains," Miyamoto admitted at the news conference.

"Creating a museum like this is very un-Nintendo-like," he added. "If Mr. Yamauchi saw this, he would probably say don't do it."
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News Outlets Brace for Chaos on Election Night (and Perhaps Beyond)

Here's how they're preparing to make calls in a very tight race -- and ensure that viewers and readers believe them.

Steve Kornacki, national political correspondent for NBC News and MSNBC, on "Meet the Press" in April. William B. Plowman/NBC, via Getty Images



By Benjamin Mullin and Michael M. Grynbaum



Sep 25, 2024 at 10:01 AM

The data nerd of NBC News, Steve Kornacki, is preparing to sleep at his desk in 30 Rockefeller Plaza -- for days on end, if need be. CNN is adding to its bench of legal experts in case of disputed counts in swing states.

The Associated Press, whose election calls are widely amplified by major media outlets, has determined it needs to devote more people and other resources to explain its decisions to readers.

Election Day is the news industry's biggest night, when voters rely on media outlets to declare state-by-state winners and keep score in the Electoral College.

But as presidential polls project a razor-thin finish that could take days to determine -- and as baseless claims about voting fraud run rampant -- news executives acknowledge that the onus is on them to help viewers understand the nuances of the vote-tallying process.

As a result, almost every major news organization is putting contingency plans in place to push back against a gale-force storm of misinformation and ensure that audiences trust their coverage. Their efforts will probably stretch far beyond Nov. 5, as absentee ballots are counted and close races potentially face legal reviews.

"We live in an environment where misinformation travels really fast, and we understand that the public is confused," Julie Pace, the executive editor of The A.P., said in an interview. "There's distrust in elections -- there's distrust in institutions in general."

"We've assumed that because we've been doing it for so long, it was understood by the public, and that when we called a race, people believed it," Ms. Pace added. "And we know we have got to do more than that."

The A.P. has hired additional reporters to produce journalism that explains the wire service's decisions, including for states closely contested by Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald J. Trump. NBC News is dispatching a new corps of correspondents, called "county captains," to monitor vote-counting efforts in potentially pivotal counties.

"If there are disputes, they will be there to help us figure out what's happening," said Rebecca Blumenstein, the president of editorial at NBC News. "It's ultimately going to help us earn the trust of our viewers and our readers by having people in key places."

Much of the public doubt in the news media has been sown by Mr. Trump, whose insistence that the 2020 presidential election was rigged has remained a staple of his political talk. Polls show that many Trump supporters continue to believe his outlandish claims of voter fraud, virtually all of which were eventually dismissed by courts.

Over the past several months, Mr. Trump and his allies have steadily built up an infrastructure to fight back against an outcome that displeases him this November.

"We had prominent figures in American politics challenging the results of the election without evidence of widespread fraud," Ms. Pace said. "So of course the public is going to be confused. We look at this as our responsibility."

CBS News, which is also bracing for an influx of misinformation on Election Day, set up a new fact-checking and misinformation unit last year, staffed by about 20 journalists, called CBS News Confirmed. On Election Day, the unit will scrutinize any claims that might arise around issues like malfunctioning voting machines or hiccups at polling centers.

"Anything that creates doubt or sows concern and anxiety undermines our electoral system," said Claudia Milne, the senior vice president for standards and practices at CBS News. "What we are trying to do is to make sure that voters know what's really happening and get real information that allows them to vote and have faith in the electoral process."

For this presidential election, The New York Times plans to deploy additional journalists across the country to follow vote counts in key counties and precincts. The reporters will track how many votes are outstanding, including the number of absentee ballots and early mail-in votes that remain to be counted. A spokesman for The Times, Charlie Stadtlander, said the effort was aimed at providing "greater understanding of the vote count and the ability to quickly identify any problems or disputes if, when and wherever they may arise."

The vote-counting process involves the byzantine behind-the-scenes machinery of local and state election officials. To project winners, news organizations apply their own analysis to the available data. Fox News uses The A.P.'s proprietary election research, called VoteCast. ABC, CBS, CNN and NBC work with another group, Edison Research. Each network employs its own "decision desk."

NewsNation will rely on an independent company, Decision Desk, when the time comes to call a race. Abel Uribe/Chicago Tribune, via Tribune News Service, via Getty Images


In 2020, the process of recording mail-in and absentee ballots led to the abrupt additions of large batches of votes to the networks' onscreen counts. Because Democrats disproportionately relied on mail-in ballots, these additional votes sometimes flipped a state from red to blue, leading allies of Mr. Trump to falsely accuse news organizations of inventing votes.

Arnon Mishkin, who oversees the Fox News decision desk, said his team had developed new models that could better estimate eventual totals from mail-in ballots. The idea is for viewers to receive more precise guidance on how to interpret early returns that may not include mail-in or absentee votes.

Fox News was at the center of the most consequential network race call in 2020: its early projection that Mr. Trump would be defeated in Arizona. No other news organization chose to predict the outcome in Arizona so early. The decision infuriated Mr. Trump, whose aides demanded that Fox News retract the call; the network refused and was ultimately proved correct.

Weeks later, Fox News pushed out a pair of top political journalists who had been involved in election night coverage. But the network stood behind Mr. Mishkin, who said that he and his team would be siloed off in a room inside network headquarters, and that he had no concerns about outside interference.

"One hundred percent of the job is to look at the numbers," he said. "Just look at the numbers and report out what the numbers are saying."

Asked if he had regrets about Fox News's Arizona call, Mr. Mishkin demurred. "I joke that our stomachs were queasy," he said. "But our brains always said this is going to be fine."

One journalist pushed out by Fox News was Chris Stirewalt, who is now the political editor of NewsNation, a relatively new cable channel. In an interview, Mr. Stirewalt said he was taking a new approach in 2024. Rather than rely on in-house number crunchers, NewsNation will turn over its race calls to Decision Desk HQ, a start-up that provides election results. The company called the 2020 election for President Biden a day before the major networks.

"What you have to do," Mr. Stirewalt said, "is be honest with your audience about what's going on."
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Meta Unveils New Smart Glasses and Headsets in Pursuit of the Metaverse

At an event in Silicon Valley, the company exhibited a range of products meant to blend the real world and virtual reality, with a healthy dose of A.I.

Mark Zuckerberg, Meta's chief executive, introduced a series of new products during an event on Wednesday at the company's headquarters in Menlo Park, Calif., including smart glasses. Jim Wilson/The New York Times



By Mike Isaac
Reporting from San Francisco


Sep 25, 2024 at 06:40 PM

Mark Zuckerberg has spent billions of dollars, hired thousands of employees and worked for roughly a quarter of his life in pursuit of a vision: a future in which the physical and digital worlds are interwoven to connect people around the globe.

The dream still seems far-fetched. But on Wednesday, his company, Meta, took one step closer.

Meta introduced a series of new products during an event at its headquarters in Menlo Park, Calif., including an updated, low-cost version of its Quest 3S virtual reality headset, a pair of prototype glasses with holographic technology built into the lenses and a series of enhancements to its artificial intelligence assistant, Meta AI.

Those updates will bring a host of celebrity voices to the A.I. assistant -- including those of Awkwafina, John Cena and Dame Judi Dench -- that will respond to users when asked questions. The assistant is incorporated across most of Meta's largest apps, including Instagram, WhatsApp, Messenger and Facebook.

An updated version of the company's Quest 3S virtual reality headset was also unveiled at the event. Jim Wilson/The New York Times


The new products are Mr. Zuckerberg's attempt to meld his vision of what social networks can be with what is possible now. Though Meta has had some success selling its virtual reality headsets and a surprise hit in its Ray-Ban augmented reality glasses, Mr. Zuckerberg's metaverse is still years from reality.

"We can start to see how the future of computing and the future of human connection are going to look," he said at the event on Wednesday. "It's happening."

Mr. Zuckerberg's vision is to connect the physical world with virtual reality. Jim Wilson/The New York Times


In the last few years, Meta has spent nearly $50 billion on its Reality Labs division -- the part of the company working on hardware. It does not stand to turn a profit any time soon. That is on top of the increasingly high costs of Meta's expansion into artificial intelligence and data centers.

By building millions of smart glasses and VR headsets, Mr. Zuckerberg hopes to bring the many people who already use his apps into a different kind of social network. And by coupling those products with the Meta AI assistant, he hopes he can make them useful enough for people to want to come back to them regularly.

The updated Quest 3S virtual reality headset will cost less than earlier versions of the product. Jim Wilson/The New York Times


The company said more than 400 million people have already used Meta AI, and nearly 200 million people use the smart assistant on one of the company's products each week.

Some of Meta's new ideas are risky. The company will begin to insert A.I.-generated posts in users' Facebook and Instagram feeds. The move could alienate people who do not want to see such content, which could include images based on users' interests that the company has gleaned from browsing behavior, and even photos of a user's own face.

Not all of Meta's A.I. projects have panned out. The company shuttered a product that had allowed users to talk with celebrity chatbots, including ones based on Snoop Dogg and Tom Brady, after less than a year on the market.

Meta also introduced Project Orion, a pair of smart glasses with digital technology built into the lenses. via Meta


For its smart glasses, Meta is banking heavily on its partnership with EssilorLuxottica, the largest eyewear conglomerate in the world. Early sales are promising, and Meta is trying to introduce more features quickly. Meta has also been in talks to purchase a minority stake in the eyewear company.

The new features include a live translation option that Meta unveiled on Wednesday. The glasses can translate conversations between people in English, Spanish, Italian and French. Meta is also working with a company called Be My Eyes to help people with vision impairments receive audio descriptions of the world around them using artificial intelligence and the cameras inside of the glasses.

Meta's biggest bet is still experimental. During the event, Mr. Zuckerberg showed off Project Orion, a pair of smart glasses that go beyond the company's existing Ray-Bans by adding digital technology inside the lenses themselves.

That technology, Meta hopes, will allow users to do things like sit in a living room and have a conversation with a friend from across the world while looking at the person's digital avatar, as if the friend was next to them on the couch.

Video: 

A user interface demonstration of the new smart glasses.

Video: 

Mr. Zuckerberg called the glasses "a glimpse of a future that I think is going to be pretty exciting."

Mr. Zuckerberg argues that these enhanced glasses could one day replace smartphones. In his telling, Orion will allow people to use apps and features they would otherwise be using on a smartphone, but without staring down at a different device. The glasses will be controlled via voice, touch or in an experimental "wrist-based neural interface" that relies on a hardware bracelet and a flick of a user's wrist.

Much of Mr. Zuckerberg's vision is still theoretical. And if relatively slow user adoption is an indicator, it's still a long way in the future.

But he remains an optimist. He believes that the products introduced today will ultimately be embraced by millions of people once they are able to try them out.

"For now, I think the way to look at these glasses is as a time machine," Mr. Zuckerberg said. "They are a glimpse of a future that I think is going to be pretty exciting."
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Is Math the Path to Chatbots That Don't Make Stuff Up?

Chatbots like ChatGPT get stuff wrong. But researchers are building new A.I. systems that can verify their own math -- and maybe more.

Vlad Tenev, left, and Tudor Achim, Harmonic's founders, at their headquarters in Palo Alto, Calif. Gabriela Hasbun for The New York Times



By Cade Metz
Reporting from San Francisco


Sep 23, 2024 at 04:11 PM

On a recent afternoon, Tudor Achim gave a brain teaser to an A.I. bot called Aristotle.

The question involved a 10-by-10 table filled with a hundred numbers. If you collected the smallest number in each row and the largest number in each column, he asked, could the largest of the small numbers ever be greater than the smallest of the large numbers?

The bot correctly answered "No." But that was not surprising. Popular chatbots like ChatGPT may give the right answer, too. The difference was that Aristotle had proved that its answer was right. The bot generated a detailed computer program that verified "No" was the correct response.

Chatbots like ChatGPT from OpenAI and Gemini from Google can answer questions, write poetry, summarize news articles and generate images. But they also make mistakes that defy common sense. Sometimes, they make stuff up -- a phenomenon called hallucination.

Mr. Achim, the chief executive and co-founder of a Silicon Valley start-up called Harmonic, is part of growing effort to build a new kind of A.I. that never hallucinates. Today, this technology is focused on mathematics. But many leading researchers believe they can extend the same techniques into computer programming and other areas.

Because math is a rigid discipline with formal ways of proving whether an answer is right or wrong, companies like Harmonic can build A.I. technologies that check their own answers and learn to produce reliable information.

Google DeepMind, the tech giant's central A.I. lab, recently unveiled a system called AlphaProof that operates in this way. Competing in the International Mathematical Olympiad, the premier math competition for high schoolers, the system achieved "silver medal" performance, solving four of the competition's six problems. It was the first time a machine had reached that level.

"This is a path around hallucinations," said David Silver, a principal research scientist at Google DeepMind. "Proof is a form of truth."

Using similar techniques, some researchers believe they can eventually build an A.I. system that is better at math than any human. That's the goal of Mr. Achim and his co-founder, Vlad Tenev, better known as the chief executive of the online stock trading company Robinhood. Harmonic has raised $75 million in funding from Sequoia Capital and other investors.

Others, like Dr. Silver, believe these techniques can extend even further, leading to A.I. systems that can verify physical truths as well as mathematical.

Around 2017, companies like Google, Microsoft and OpenAI began building large language models. These A.I. systems often spent months analyzing digital text culled from across the internet, including books, Wikipedia articles and chat logs. (The New York Times sued OpenAI and Microsoft in December for copyright infringement of news content related to A.I. systems.)

By pinpointing patterns in all that text, these systems learned to generate text of their own, including term papers, poetry and computer code. They could even carry on a conversation.

But the technology also seemed dopey at times. It seemed to just spit out what it had learned from the internet -- unable to verify whether the information was right or wrong, real or completely made up.

This month, OpenAI unveiled a new version of ChatGPT that was designed to reason through questions. It spends time "thinking," trying different strategies in an effort to reach the right answer. But it still gets things wrong and makes stuff up.

Researchers like Mr. Achim are beginning to address these problems through mathematics. With math, you can formally prove whether an answer is right or wrong. 

About a decade ago, a Microsoft researcher, Leonardo de Moura, created a computer programming language specifically for proving mathematical statements. Called Lean, this programming language was originally a tool for human mathematicians. But now that A.I. systems are skillful enough to generate their own computer code, they can also use Lean.

Harmonic is designing a large language model that can generate its own Lean proofs. The Lean code it generates is not always perfect. But through trial and error, it can learn to verify a solution.

"It is a lot like a human," Mr. Achim said. "If you are trying to solve a math problem, you try certain steps. And if they fail, you try others, until you get them right."

Harmonic's founders hope math can help rid A.I. systems of their common mistakes. Gabriela Hasbun for The New York Times


When Aristotle is asked to answer math problems, it can check the answers. These might be simple questions like "What is 2+2?" Or they might be more complex brain teasers like the one with the 10-by-10 grid of numbers.

"If the system can output an answer, it is basically guaranteed to be correct," Mr. Achim said.

As Aristotle checks its own answers, it becomes a way of generating enormous amounts of trustworthy digital data that can be used to teach A.I. systems. In other words, Aristotle can generate data that can be used to improve itself.

Researchers call this "synthetic data" -- data produced by A.I. that can then be used to train A.I. Many researchers believe this concept will be vital part of A.I. development.

Mr. Achim and Mr. Tenev believe that after years of training, Aristotle will be better at math than any human. "We want it to be as smart as the collection of all the mathematicians in the world," Mr. Tenev said. "We want it to solve problems that have never been solved."

A.I. systems can use the same techniques to verify their own computer code, which relies heavily on mathematical logic. And if a system can generate reliable code, it can take actions on the internet. It becomes what researchers call an A.I. agent. As these A.I. systems improve, many researchers say, they could automate almost any digital work.

But researchers are quick to add that these A.I. systems have limits. Lean code can prove math theorems and verify computer code, but it cannot handle the complex ins and outs of daily life.

"Once you step out of the mathematical realm, things are very different," said Angela Fan, a research scientist at Meta. There is often no absolute right and wrong that A.I. systems can learn to work toward as they do in mathematics.

Dr. Silver acknowledges this problem. But he also says there are verifiable truths in the real world. A rock is a rock. Sound travels at 343 meters per second. The sun sets in the west. If A.I. systems pull information from physical reality, it can verify these truths, too.

"Truth can come from the world," Dr. Silver said. "If you can get feedback from world, you can improve and improve and improve."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/23/technology/ai-chatbots-chatgpt-math.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Tech Tip


How to Make Typing Easier on the Phone and Leave the Laptop at Home

Shortcuts, small external keyboards and even improved (and free) dictation software can make long sessions of text input much simpler.

Typing in a smartphone's landscape mode with the predictive text feature enabled makes the keyboard bigger for two-thumb typing, but smartphones have many other settings and tools to make text input even easier. Apple



By J. D. Biersdorfer
J. D. Biersdorfer is the Tech Tip columnist for The Times. She wrote this installment on a variety of hardware and software keyboards.


Sep 25, 2024 at 10:04 AM

With summer officially over, it's back to business (or school) for many people, which can mean more time writing longer things, especially on the go. The smartphone has replaced the laptop for many tasks, but when it comes to text input, tapping away on tiny onscreen keys might make you wish you had hauled along the computer just for its keyboard. Thankfully, your phone includes several features to make text entry much easier. Here are a few suggestions.

Visit Your Settings

Thanks to predictive text prompts, automatic punctuation and other shortcuts (like pressing vowel keys to see the pop-up menu of accent marks), typing on small glass rectangles isn't as awkward as it used to be. To find out what features are available for your phone, start with its Settings app.

On an iPhone, tap General and then Keyboard.

For many Android phones, tap System, Keyboard, On-screen Keyboard and then Gboard (often the default app). Galaxy models typically offer the Samsung Keyboard with similar options.

Keyboard settings for Apple, left, and Google, right, hold the controls for typing shortcuts, dictation functions and many other tools to make entering text easier. Apple; Google


You should see choices for spell-check, text correction -- yes, Apple's infamous Auto-Correction has gotten better -- and other aids. For example, both the Apple iOS keyboard and the Google Gboard (which has an iOS version, too) can display a compact keyboard for easier single-handed input.

Enabling a one-handed keyboard function scrunches the keyboard to the left or right side of the screen for easier thumb typing. Apple


On the Gboard keyboard, press and hold the comma key for a shortcut into the settings -- or tap the four-squares icon on the far left and select the One-Handed button; the same menu lets you resize or "float" the keyboard around the screen if you prefer.

The Gboard keyboard contains shortcuts, including a one-handed keyboard layout. Google


Password-manager tools prevent mistyped logins, and fewer taps may help to prevent errors elsewhere. With tools like Slide to Type from Apple and Glide Typing by Google, you can drag your finger around the keyboard and the software guesses the word you want; note that the results may vary.

The keyboard can move the text-insertion cursor, too. On an iPhone, press and hold the space bar until the keyboard dims, and then drag your finger to reposition the cursor on the screen. For the Google Gboard, you can move the cursor by sliding a finger along the space bar if the "gesture cursor control" is enabled in the Glide Typing settings.

Apple and Google include keyboard layouts for typing in languages other than English or inserting emojis. You can add third-party keyboards apps, but beware of software from unfamiliar companies that could pose security risks.

Add Hardware

If you have a lot of text to enter, pairing your iPhone or Android phone with an external Bluetooth keyboard (including the Magic Keyboard made by Apple) lets you switch to traditional typing hardware. You can even use navigational buttons and shortcuts with an iPhone by going to Settings, Accessibility and Keyboards and enabling the Full Keyboard Access feature.

To connect a wireless keyboard to your phone, pair it like any other device using the Bluetooth settings. Apple; Google


If you don't want to haul a full keyboard around, consider a folding model, as it can fit easily in a jacket pocket but expand into something resembling a full-size set of keys.

A folding Bluetooth keyboard can make long typing sessions in small spaces more comfortable. J. D. Biersdorfer


Traveling keyboards, which typically fold up into two or three sections when not in use, range in price from about $25 to $80 depending on the size and features.

Speak Your Mind

Speech-to-text technology that converts the spoken word into editable type on the screen has been around for decades and has only become more accurate as the software has improved. Many apps (including virtual assistants) can take dictation. The Apple Notes app in iOS 18 can now directly record a live audio file and transcribe it.

To have your phone convert speech to text, make sure its dictation feature is enabled in the settings. Apple; Google


To use the feature on an iPhone, open Settings, select General and then Keyboard, and turn on Enable Dictation. The Auto-Punctuation option automatically inserts commands, periods and question marks as you talk, but Apple's site has a full list of dictation commands for editing text and inserting emoji characters.

With the dictation feature enabled on iPhone, you just need to tap the microphone icon on the screen and start talking to type. In iOS 18, the Notes app can record and transcribe a live audio file. Apple


On Android phones using the Gboard keyboard, open the Settings app, go to System, select Keyboard and make sure Google Voice Typing is enabled. When you tap the microphone icon, you can start speaking or select the Info icon (an encircled "i") to see the list of voice commands that Gboard understands, including in the Google Docs word processor. As with most dictation apps, you must call out punctation by name, like "question mark" or "new paragraph," and other formatting.

With your permission, the Google Gboard keyboard will translate your spoken words into text, and it can even insert the emoji characters you name. Google


Dictation can be helpful for quickly transcribing a lot of words, but it may not be the best method for, say, a crowded coffee shop or composing a confidential memo within earshot of co-workers. Some dictation requests are uploaded to the internet for processing and require a network connection.

But no matter how you input your text, be sure to proofread it (or have A.I. do it) before you send it along, as typographical errors do have a way of sneaking in no matter how you get your words on the screen.
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Thomas L. Friedman


Why Everything Is Suddenly Spiraling for Israel




By Thomas L. Friedman
Opinion Columnist


Sep 25, 2024 at 09:54 PM

What would you do?

There is no other question that Israel's government has posed to the world more often since Hamas invaded Israel on Oct. 7 and Hezbollah attacked Israel on Oct. 8.

What would your country do if terrorists crossed your western border and killed, maimed, kidnapped or sexually abused hundreds of Israelis they encountered and the next day their Hezbollah allies sent rockets over your northern border, driving away thousands of civilians -- all cheered on by Iran?

What would you do?

It is a powerful and relevant question and one that Israel's critics often dodge.

But they aren't the only ones dodging it.

This Israeli government, led by Benjamin Netanyahu, wants you and me and every Israeli and all of Israel's friends -- and even enemies -- to believe that there was always only one right answer to that question: Invade Gaza, hunt down every Hamas leader and fighter, kill every last one and not be deterred by the civilian casualties, then pummel Hezbollah in Lebanon -- and do both without spending time planning an exit strategy for either.

I've argued from Day 1 that it was a trap, a trap I'm sorry to say the Biden administration was not firm enough in stopping Israel from falling into and not firm enough in insisting on a better road, a road not taken.

This is no time to be pulling punches. The Jewish state of Israel is in grave, grave danger today. And the danger comes from both Iran and the current Israeli ruling coalition.

You see, I have never had any illusions about the macro reasons this war happened. It is the unfolding of an Iranian grand strategy to slowly destroy the Jewish state, weaken America's Arab allies and undermine U.S. influence in the region -- while deterring Israel from ever attacking Iran's nuclear facilities -- by using Iranian proxies to bleed Israel to death. That is the macro story.

The immediate trigger and goal of the war was a Hamas-Iranian interest to scuttle the Biden team's diplomatic initiative to forge Israel, the Palestinian Authority and Saudi Arabia into a ring of peace.

The Iranian-Hamas counterstrategy was to ignite a ring of fire around Israel, using Hamas, Hezbollah, the Houthis, pro-Iranian Shiite militias in Iraq and West Bank militants armed by Iran with weapons smuggled through Jordan. The Iranian strategy is exquisite from Tehran's point of view: Destroy Israel by sacrificing as many Palestinians and Lebanese as necessary but never risk a single Iranian life. The Iranians are ready to die to the last Lebanese, the last Palestinian, the last Syrian and the last Yemeni to eliminate Israel (and distract the world from the Iranian regime's abuses of its own people and imperialist control over Lebanon, Yemen, Iraq and Syria).

The problem for Israelis and the Jewish people is that while the Netanyahu government was right in its diagnosis that this was a war of annihilation, it refused to conduct it in the only way that could hope to bring success -- because that strategy ran counter to the political interests of the prime minister and the messianic ideological interests of his coalition.

Israel faces an existential threat from the outside, and its prime minister and his allies have been prioritizing their own political and ideological interests ahead of that. They have even lately resurrected their judicial coup attempt to crush the Israeli Supreme Court -- in the middle of a war of national survival while hostages rot in Gaza. It is one of the most shameful episodes in Jewish history, and shame on the AIPAC pro-Israel lobby in Washington for not speaking out against it.

To counter this Iranian threat network, Israel needed four things: a lot of time, because this ring of fire could not be extinguished overnight; a lot of resources, particularly from the United States and other Western allies; a lot of Arab and European allies, because Israel cannot fight a war of attrition alone; and, perhaps most crucial of all, a lot of legitimacy.

President Biden and his team offered Israel a road map for that counterstrategy but, sadly, they just never had the steel to impose it on Netanyahu with a combination of leverage, diplomacy and ultimatums. Such a road map would have involved persuading America's Arab allies to fundamentally reform the Palestinian Authority in the West Bank with new, credible leadership and then getting Israel to agree to open negotiations with that Palestinian Authority leadership on a long-term pathway to a two-state solution.

That would have done the following: 1) Opened the way to isolating and pressuring Hamas to agree to a cease-fire in which Israel gets out of Gaza in return for all the hostages -- ending the war there and eliminating Hezbollah's excuse for attacking Israel from the north. 2) Opened the way for Saudi Arabia to normalize relations with Israel -- a devastating blow to Hamas and Iran. 3) Opened the way for the United Arab Emirates to partner with a reformed Palestinian Authority to put troops on the ground in Gaza and do the thing Hamas would hate most -- replace it as the governing authority there, backed by hundreds of millions of dollars for rebuilding Gaza, which would probably make it the most popular Palestinian force in Gaza overnight.

Up to now, though, Bibi has turned Biden down (while openly playing footsie with Donald Trump) because the prime minister would have had to break with the right-wing crazies who brought him to power and form a different governing coalition with more moderate parties. Bibi has prioritized his personal political security over Israel's national security. And for months, he's been spinning the world and his own people to disguise it.

Netanyahu thought he could just tell the world that Israel was defending the frontier of freedom against Hamas, Hezbollah, the Houthis and Iran and everyone would fall in line behind Israel. What would you do? But the only place in the world that that gets you a standing ovation is in the U.S. Congress.

The rest of the world, particularly the moderate Arab states and the Europeans, told him: Bibi, you don't have a clean story. You cannot tell the world you are defending the frontier of freedom against Hamas and Hezbollah while expanding -- increasingly violently -- Israel's settler occupation over Palestinians in the West Bank. You don't have a clean story.

So the Israeli prime minister opted instead for the Netanyahu doctrine: Fight alone on three fronts -- Gaza, Lebanon and the West Bank -- with no plan for the morning after anywhere. In doing so, he rejected the Biden strategy: Embed Israel in a U.S.-Israeli-moderate-Arab coalition that would isolate Iran and its proxies, provide some hope that maybe one day we'd see two states for two indigenous peoples between the Jordan River and the Mediterranean and make clear to the world that the source of trouble in the region is not the Party of God in Israel but the Parties of God in Lebanon, Yemen and Iran.

Netanyahu's strategy is a disaster. As a veteran U.S. military commander who has observed close up Israel's war strategy in Gaza told me privately, anyone with two eyes in his head knows that the only way to defeat Hamas is a strategy of "clear, hold and build": Destroy the enemy, hold the territory and then build an alternative local, legitimate Palestinian governing authority. Israel's strategy in Gaza, he said, has been: "Clear, leave, come back, clear again the same place, leave again, come back and clear again."

It is a textbook example of how to transform Hamas, he added, "from a quasi-military to a classic insurgency." Did you read the lead article on Haaretz online the day of the remarkable Israeli pager attack on Hezbollah? If you did, you'd have found four young Israeli soldiers killed that day battling Hamas in Gaza staring back at you -- almost a year after the war there started. Almost daily now you also read of large numbers of Gazan civilians killed in an Israeli operation against a few Hamas fighters living among them. Meanwhile, no one is governing Gaza.

Yes, yes, I know the criticism: You are delusional. What Israeli or Palestinian leader would come together on such a plan? Well, two friends of mine have done just that: the former Israeli prime minister Ehud Olmert and the former Palestinian Authority foreign minister Nasser al-Qudwa. You can check out their plan for a two-state solution right here. Biden should invite them both to the Oval Office on Thursday to embrace their project, which is totally in line with U.S. interests.

I repeat: Israel is in terrible danger. It is fighting the most just war in its history -- responding to the brutal, unprovoked murder and abduction of women and children and grandparents by Hamas -- and yet today Israel is more of a pariah state than ever.

Why? Because when you fight a war like this with no political horizon for this long -- one that denies any possibility for more-moderate Palestinians to govern Gaza -- the Israeli military operation there just starts to look like endless killing for killing's sake. That is just what Hamas, Hezbollah and Iran want.

There was always a road not taken. Do I know for sure it would work? Of course not. The only thing I know for sure is that the road that Netanyahu has Israel locked on now is a road to ruin, encircled by a ring of fire. Stay that course, and Israel's most talented people will start to leave, and the Israel you knew will be gone forever.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, WhatsApp, X and Threads.
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Katherine Miller


Kamala Harris's Ideas About Patriotism

 Damon Winter/The New York Times



By Katherine Miller
Ms. Miller is a staff writer and editor in Opinion. She reported from Greensboro, N.C.


Sep 24, 2024 at 10:04 AM

The biggest thing in sight and the first thing most people probably saw when they walked into the arena where Kamala Harris held a recent rally in Greensboro, N.C., was the word "FREEDOM" on a giant blue banner with block letters in white and giant stars and flags on either side.

Before 17,000 people so loud at times you couldn't hear her say she was glad to be in Greensboro, Ms. Harris talked about "the awesome responsibility that comes with the greatest privilege on Earth: the privilege and pride of being an American," which led right into the crowd chanting "U.S.A."

This is what Ms. Harris asks crowds to chant at the end of her rally speeches, in good humor, almost like she too can't believe this year's turn of events. At each of these phrases, the crowd calls back "yes": "Do we believe in freedom? Do we believe in opportunity? Do we believe in the promise of America?"

Patriotic Americana has been Ms. Harris's theme since she became the Democratic presidential nominee, from the flags waving at the convention to calling her running mate, Tim Walz, "coach." There's so much enthusiasm out there for Ms. Harris right now, and the place she's chosen to direct it is in a patriotic swell that contains a harder message combining liberal ideas and a kind of conservatism that's about preserving the American idea of the recent past.

In political patriotism there is sometimes an impulse to talk about America as the only place in the world that could have produced the candidate standing before you, where the candidate becomes a symbol of something greater. That can endear or repel listeners, depending on their disposition. Who knows whether these appeals ultimately work with voters, but that's not the way this has really been with Ms. Harris. Virtually nothing about the freedom message has to do with her; it's more like "freedom" is the collective condition and experience of the country, to be repaired or damaged, and the cheerful patriotic packaging an extension of her own often upbeat personality.

In Greensboro, between her arrival on and exit from the stage (to Beyonce's "Freedom"), the "freedom" message could sound darker. The riff ultimately touched on a mix of rights (like voting and L.G.B.T.Q.) and standard-of-living issues (like gun violence and clean air) as well as, centrally, abortion. "Ours is a fight for freedom, like the fundamental freedom of a woman to be able to make decisions about her own body and not have her government tell her what to do," she said to a particularly explosive crowd response.

Ms. Harris ticked through abortion bans across the South, calling the ones that lacked exceptions "immoral" before centering again on the freedom of the individual: "Let us agree, one does not have to abandon their faith or deeply held beliefs to agree that" -- she started, then practically shouted the words "the government," accentuated with almost a throwing motion -- "should not be telling her what to do with her body."

This section of Ms. Harris's speech also focused on freedom, and the way she talks about Mr. Trump being "unfit" for the Oval Office feels, in its own way, about the precarity of the moment -- a reinterpretation of President Biden's fundamental message about the solemn question of American character and government. Mr. Biden's campaign advisers described, earlier this year, their own view of the 2024 election as one about "freedom," outlining many of the same issues that Ms. Harris now does. But the Biden message tended to emphasize democracy and "the soul of America" as themes. "Under Joe Biden, the sun will not set on this flag," a narrator said in an illustrative ad. Mr. Biden is pictured in the Oval Office as the narrator says, "American democracy will not break."

In both Mr. Biden's framework and Ms. Harris's, though, America in the recent past was decent, or at the very least at a highly promising start, the product of good ideals and a lot of difficult civil rights work in places like Greensboro. Freedom defined this way -- from abortion rights to the peaceful transfer of power -- can be a norm one day and gone the next, and with it the rest of what people understood about the country, leaving people who value stability at sea and those whose rights are lost in a worse place from some earlier time.

One of the bigger divides in American politics right now seems to rest on how people understand the present and recent past: Is the country in dire straits, at the tipping point of the end of an empire -- or not? Is America how it is now or how it was recently something we need to preserve -- or something to smash up?

These kinds of questions are not necessarily partisan, or not exactly. Two, let's say, conservative-minded people who might have both voted for Mitt Romney 12 years ago can diverge sharply on Mr. Trump, just around the question of whether the country's edging into apocalypse or if he's the answer, as he has made himself out to be so often. And so much of the last decade has been about re-examining American history, ideals, norms and the time between Ronald Reagan and Barack Obama's presidencies in earnest and often painful ways.

Earlier this summer, my colleague Ezra Klein explored this question about whether the Democrats could reclaim freedom as a message, and the difference between negative freedoms (what the government can't tell you to do) and positive freedoms (what you need to flourish), which Ms. Harris's freedom framework has both of, but with an emphasis on what the government can't tell you to do (often a Republican message, though this one's about a longstanding Democratic priority in abortion rights).

Ms. Harris can sound retro Republican in certain ways. At the Democratic National Convention and on the debate stage, Ms. Harris talked approvingly about our "lethal" fighting force (which sounds like something a Republican would say in the 2000s). But, as Mr. Klein noted, there's been a major change on the right in the Trump era, particularly when seen through the lens of JD Vance and the post-liberal set of intellectuals with whom he's associated, who are much more skeptical of libertarian conceptions of individualism and talk much more about using the power of the state for their own conception of the common good.

The last decade hasn't been easy, especially parts of the last five years, so it's unsurprisingly a moment in which people say they want dramatic change. But, there's tension with that idea as well: In the post-Dobbs, post-Jan. 6 world of violence and fast-moving technological change, the idea that things could change dramatically and for the worse maybe seems a lot more alive, more real.

Katherine Miller is a staff writer and editor in Opinion.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, WhatsApp, X and Threads.
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Guest Essay


A Princeton Professor's Advice to Young Conservatives

 Arne Bellstorf



By Robert P. George
Dr. George is a legal scholar and a political philosopher. He is the McCormick professor of jurisprudence at Princeton University.


Sep 22, 2024 at 11:00 AM

As a professor who is known to dissent from progressive ideologies that are dominant at universities such as Princeton, where I've taught for nearly 40 years, I'm frequently asked by students for advice about how to navigate a campus they worry will be hostile to them. Some are pro-Israel, or politically and socially conservative, or religiously observant.

They fear being treated unfairly by faculty members who are hostile to their beliefs. Many are afraid of being regarded as outcasts by their more liberal or progressive peers. They worry about being excluded from academic opportunities or not treated equitably in social or other extracurricular activities.

To these students I say, with regret: You're right to worry. I've seen these things happen.

In the past decade, for example, a student was removed from a leadership position on a sports team because some of her more liberal teammates accused her of expressing an opinion about policing that they disagreed with. A Black conservative student was expelled from an African American students' group chat after she participated in a pro-life event on campus. Several Jewish student journalists were subjected grossly unfairly to "no communication" or "no contact" orders that barred them from speaking with certain students after they reported on pro-Palestine protests.

My advice to students who fear that they will be subjected to discrimination and double standards is this: Don't hide and don't be silent. Exercise and, if necessary, defend your right to think for yourself and to dissent from campus orthodoxies.

But even as you push back against ideological bias and discrimination, remember that as a university student you are one of the luckiest -- most privileged -- people on the planet. So do not think of yourself as a victim. You can assert and defend your rights without building an identity around grievances, however justified those grievances may be.

Grievance identitarianism -- be it of the left or the right -- impedes the very thing a student is attending university to do: namely, think and learn. It turns a person into a tribalist, someone who, rather than thinking for oneself, outsources one's thinking to the group.

Thinking and learning cannot be outsourced. They are things you must do for yourself. Don't let your professors tell you what to think. Don't let popular opinion on campus or any dominant ideology dictate your convictions. And don't let a reflexive or uncritical distaste for those ideologies or opinions dictate your views, either.

If a professor tries to indoctrinate you, resist. How will you know? In courses covering controversial subjects, the lectures and readings may present only one side of a dispute or present only weak versions of competing perspectives. A good professor, on the other hand, especially in the social sciences and humanities, will challenge students' views even if he or she happens to agree with them. A good professor's goal is not to convert students but to prod them to think.

Let me provide an example. In the subject areas in which I teach -- constitutional law and moral and political philosophy -- there is no avoiding the issue of abortion. Is elective abortion a woman's right, as some say? Or is it a violation of the right of an unborn child, as I and others say? I have thought and written a great deal on this question and related topics. But I always assign my students essays by the best thinkers and writers on the other side of the question, such as Judith Jarvis Thomson's article "A Defense of Abortion" and my Princeton colleague Peter Singer's essay "Killing Babies Isn't Always Wrong."

Nearly all of us have deeply held, identity-forming beliefs -- beliefs that we are uncomfortable hearing contradicted or even questioned. But in the context of the classroom, no beliefs -- moral, political, religious -- are sacrosanct; all are on the table for critical rational scrutiny.

Remember that the criticism of a belief (or a practice, faith or lifestyle) is not a personal attack, though the natural human tendency to wrap our emotions tightly around our convictions can make it feel as if it is. We should be mindful of one of the key things we all have in common, namely fallibility -- any of us can be wrong, and all of us are wrong sometimes. Intellectual humility, therefore, is an essential virtue in anyone who sincerely seeks the truth.

What about the ideological groupthink that survey data suggest is so prevalent on American campuses today? The response it should trigger in you is precisely a desire to probe and question.

Just as in the classroom, if most people on campus are saying pretty much the same thing about, say, marriage and sexuality, Ukraine, the Middle East, the economy, crime policy and policing or anything else, then whether you are conservative or progressive, you should be asking: What is to be said on the other side? After all, one doesn't learn to think critically and evaluate ideas if one is awash in familiar and comforting perspectives. It is only by allowing one's self to be challenged that one learns to be discerning.

Another thing survey data reveals is that self-censorship among students, and even faculty members, has become a common feature of campus life. Resist the impulse to self-censor when speaking your mind might offend the sensibilities of people who insist on others holding the same opinions they hold. That takes courage. Muster it. Model it.

And there is still more you can do: Defend others' right to think for themselves and express their views. When someone is targeted for "cancellation" by an outraged mob for expressing an honest opinion, stand up in support of that person, even if you do not hold the same view.

You should be the boy or girl on the playground who rushes to the defense of the kid who is being bullied. When you defend the robust right of free speech for all, you help to secure a central value without which the university cannot pursue its mission as a truth-seeking institution.

Robert P. George is the McCormick professor of jurisprudence and director of the James Madison Program in American Ideals and Institutions at Princeton University.
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Nicholas Kristof


What We Can Learn From an Orphan in Sudan

 Dan Kitwood/Getty Images



By Nicholas Kristof
Opinion Columnist, reporting from the Chad-Sudan border


Sep 26, 2024 at 12:00 AM

My heart bleeds on this reporting trip as I see skeletal Sudanese children and interview survivors of massacres and mass rape targeting Black African ethnic groups. I keep thinking: It can't get worse than this.

Then I realize: Oh, yes, it can.

The most brutal militia in Sudan (a high bar) is the Rapid Support Forces, which is now bombarding the city of El Fasher and gaining ground. El Fasher and the nearby Zamzam camp could fall at any time, with more than a million civilians vulnerable to the kind of atrocities that the militiamen have committed many times before.

President Biden this week met the leader of the United Arab Emirates, the prime backer of the Rapid Support Forces as they commit atrocities. Biden praised the United Arab Emirates as a nation "always looking to the future" without offering a peep of public reproach for enabling a well-documented ethnic cleansing that at least one watchdog group has called a genocide.

The passivity of world leaders, even as they gather at the United Nations to celebrate their commitment to peace and justice, contrasts with the deep sense of moral responsibility of a Sudanese refugee child whom I met on the Chad-Sudan border. So let me share that girl's story.

This girl, Safaa Khatir, was orphaned like so many others by the Sudanese civil war that began last year between the Rapid Support Forces and another odious military group, the Sudanese Armed Forces. The Rapid Support Forces burned down her village, including her home, she said, and killed the men and boys.

Safaa at the tea shop where she works. Nicholas Kristof/The New York Times


"Boys who were just 10, 11 or 12 -- they killed them all in front of me," Safaa told me. "I saw them die."

The militiamen, who are Arabs, were shouting racist epithets against Black people like her, she said. "Black people stink," she quoted them as saying, adding that the gunmen said: "You're slaves. We will kill you."

The militia then rounded up the beautiful young girls, Safaa said. "They said they would rape them and make them their wives," she added.

Several older women rescued Safaa: They gave her an abaya shawl to cover herself and helped her lift her younger sister onto her back so it would seem as if Safaa was a mother. It worked: The gunmen ignored her and instead seized a group of teenage girls and left.

Now homeless and penniless, the 16-year-old Safaa -- whose father was murdered by the militia and whose mother had died earlier -- was in charge of the family.

Safaa knew her only hope was to escape to Chad, but she didn't have the $25 she would need to pay for a ride. So she did the only thing she could: She took a job in the city of Geneina, near her village, as a server in a tea shop, surrounded by the men who had murdered and raped her friends, scrimping on food for herself and saving every penny she could.

After a month, she had saved enough. She then led her sister and brother on the perilous journey to Chad and set up a hut in a refugee camp there.

Biden has backed peace talks in Sudan, which offer a ray of hope for the best outcome: a deal that would end the civil war and restore civilian government. That's important but a long shot. We may instead be twiddling our thumbs on a path toward a fragmented, failed state suffering one of the worst famines of modern times.

So why is Biden unwilling to criticize the United Arab Emirates or apply leverage? Is it that he thinks the United Arab Emirates is too important in the Middle East? Is it that he believes quiet pressure is most effective? I'm not sure, but his approach has failed, and the upshot has been atrocities and worsening famine.

The rap star Macklemore recently canceled a show in Dubai over the Emirates' role in Sudan. It's striking when a rap musician provides greater geopolitical and moral leadership than the president of the United States.

While Safaa is still a child, she does take her responsibilities very seriously. To earn money to buy food for the family, she leaves at 4:30 each morning to work in a teahouse in her Chad refugee camp, returning at about 9 each evening, seven days a week. She earns the equivalent of about 50 cents a day.

Safaa, right, with her sister Maqa in their hut. Nicholas Kristof/The New York Times


Her 10-year-old brother, Musaab, works as well, taking whatever odd jobs he can find, and her 12-year-old sister, Maqa, fetches water, washes clothes, cooks and organizes the home. It's lonely and overwhelming: Maqa cried for a time as we spoke, and at another time in our conversation tears tricked down Safaa's cheek. But the girls consoled each other and never broke down at the same time.

Safaa tries to play the role of substitute mother, guiding and disciplining Maqa when she misbehaves. "Sometimes I beat her, and sometimes I advise her that this was wrong and you shouldn't do it," she explained. "Mostly, I advise." She is a child raising children, struggling to do her best. When Maqa has nightmares or cries in frustration or grief at lost parents or friends, Safaa comforts her. "I hug her," she said. "And I explain, 'This is life. Don't cry.'"

But this doesn't have to be her life. It's not inevitable that Sudanese endure massacres, mass rape and famine. May this exhausted teenager, hugging her sister and telling her not to cry, remind global leaders that they too can show some responsibility.
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letters


Giving Prisoners a Second Chance

Sep 25, 2024 at 05:10 PM

 Illustration by Shoshana Schultz/The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "A New York Law Could Bring Hope to Prisoners Like Me," by Joseph Sanchez (Opinion guest essay, Sept. 11):

Mr. Sanchez makes a compelling case for so-called Second Look legislation that affords people serving long sentences the opportunity to show that they have done everything possible to atone and change, and that recognizes and values redemption.

In the meantime, there already exists a powerful but vastly underused Second Look mechanism: The New York State Constitution gives the governor unfettered power to grant clemency in the form of a sentence commutation. The governor's website provides that clemency applicants must demonstrate that they have made exceptional strides in self-development and improvement.

Surely, with 32,000 people in New York State prisons there are many people who meet, and surpass, that threshold. Ultimately, both Second Look legislation and clemency address the reality that a sentence once imposed -- even if seemingly appropriate at the time it was handed down -- does not remain just, necessary and appropriate in perpetuity.

Steven Zeidman
Queens
The writer is a professor and the director of the Second Look Project at CUNY Law School.

To the Editor:

As Joseph Sanchez writes, New York must pass Second Look legislation that will provide a mechanism and clear guidance for courts to revisit sentences imposed decades earlier.

As co-directors of a project dedicated to achieving resentencing for people who committed their offenses when young and have served decades in prison, we are frequently humbled and inspired by our clients' deep introspection into the harm they caused, along with their evolution and growth despite the brutal conditions of incarceration. Their transformative arc confirms exactly what the neuroscience says: Children and young adults have an incredible capacity for change.

Until New York passes this necessary legislation, we urge courts to use the tools at hand to achieve sentencing justice for deserving people. A provision of New York's Criminal Procedure Law, section 440.20, authorizes courts to set aside sentences on the ground that they are "unauthorized, illegally imposed or otherwise invalid."

Sentences infected by inadequate legal advocacy fit this bill. Further, our more protective state Constitution must be interpreted to prevent young people from serving functional life sentences that deprive them of any meaningful chance even to make their case to a parole board.

Motions brought under 440.20's general provision require extensive and resource-intensive litigation, without the right to the appointment of counsel for those unable to afford one, and are no substitute for clear, targeted and comprehensive Second Look legislation.

Until that day comes, however, courts should be open to granting motions that fill the gap. District attorneys should consent where individuals have shown strong rehabilitation.

Allison Haupt
Barbara Zolot
New York
The writers are co-directors of the YEARS Project (Youth and Emergent Adult Resentencings) at the Center for Appellate Litigation, a nonprofit legal organization.

Biden's Leadership

President Joe Biden's address to the United Nations General Assembly on Tuesday combined personal touches with policy imperatives and an impassioned defense of democracy.  Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Biden, at U.N., Warns of Perils to Democracy" (front page, Sept. 25):

If you want to know what Americans want, if you wish to tap into the patriotism that makes Americans proud of their country and hopeful for the future, if you want to know the salve for the discord and hatred and disconnect among our citizens begun and fomented by Donald Trump, you need look no further than the speech President Biden gave at the United Nations on Tuesday.

It was a look back on American involvement in the world and a prescription for the future interests of all people. It made me proud. It gave me hope. It reconfirmed that the leadership of President Biden was exactly what this country, and the world, needed at exactly this time in American and world history.

The person who steps into President Biden's shoes needs to continue, and to expand, practical, ethical and reasoned leadership for the benefit of not only our fellow Americans but of the world as well. It is a very tall order. Donald Trump and Project 2025 will not get us there.

Michele Peters
Chesapeake, Va.

Put Pressure on Israel

It is hard to imagine that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel will be able to eliminate Hezbollah, just as he has been unable to eliminate Hamas.  Pool photo by Abit Sultan


To the Editor:

Re "Clock Ticking, Biden Strains for a Deal" (news analysis, front page, Sept. 24):

David E. Sanger's article has a message for Vice President Kamala Harris on what she should be doing to address the escalating Middle East conflict. Mr. Sanger says that "Biden's best hope now ... is that his successor will embrace a transformative deal" for Saudi Arabia's recognition of Israel and a two-state solution for Israel and Palestine.

He points out that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu doesn't "spend much time worrying about crossing Mr. Biden," noting that the president has not used his power to cut off certain types of military aid if Israel ignores U.S. counsel and conditions for supplying arms.

Up to now, Ms. Harris only reiterates her alignment with the Biden administration's efforts to obtain a cease-fire and a return of the hostages. She needs to make it very clear that a Harris administration would forcefully pursue a comprehensive peace plan -- and if necessary use the leverage of U.S. military aid to Israel to end the violence and achieve a political solution.

Doing so will tell Mr. Netanyahu and his right-wing coalition that the clock is ticking for them too -- and may give Israel an incentive sooner to accept the Biden cease-fire agreement that Ms. Harris says she supports.

Jonathan Gibson
Shrewsbury, Vt.

Springfield and the Trump Effect

The Ohio city has faced bomb threats and has become a focus of unwanted national attention after Donald Trump and JD Vance have spread bogus claims that Haitian migrants had been taking and eating people's pets.  Maddie McGarvey for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Springfield, Ohio, is a case study in the Trump Effect. It clearly shows what happens before and after Donald Trump involves himself in a community.

Before, people went about their daily lives dealing with the normal ups and downs of modern living. After, the community has faced multiple bomb scares, school closings, militia marches, heightened fears, increased uncertainty and new divisions. This is the Trump Effect.

We have already seen it destroy long-held friendships, turn family holidays into shouting matches, increase mistrust, severely divide our nation and just generally make people more angry.

So, remember Springfield, and hope that Mr. Trump doesn't set his sights on your community.

John Palme
Walnut Creek, Calif.

Restaurant Music

The dining room of Gallaghers Steakhouse in Manhattan looks like a time capsule, and Dean Poll, its owner, wants it to sound like one, too. Brittainy Newman for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Restaurants Orchestrate Dining Soundscapes" (Food, Sept. 18):

It's clear that plenty of restaurant managerial thought goes into the selection of the music we hear as we tuck into our tenderloins, linguine, grilled bluefish or pasta salad. Your article gives no evidence that providing patrons with a side dish of blessed silence is even considered as a possibility.

I listen to music every day with great pleasure, but I don't need it when I eat out. Many restaurants are boisterously noisy places even without the addition of Billy Joel, the Jackson 5, Janis Joplin, Cher or Kenny G.

I dine out in part to enjoy conversation with friends and family, and it is infuriating when the ambient din forces us to communicate in larynx-straining voices just to be heard.

I've no right to speak for all seniors, but I will anyway: Very few of us go to a restaurant for a "high energy" dining experience. If some canny entrepreneur were to open a chain of "No Music" restaurants, my response, and the response of many in my demographic, would be a rousing "Hear, hear!!!"

David English
Acton, Mass.
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News Analysis


Iran's Dilemma: How to Preserve Its Proxies and Avoid Full-Scale War

Iran says Israel wants to trap it into a direct conflict by bombing Hezbollah, even as a new Iranian president tries outreach to the West.

President Masoud Pezeshkian of Iran told the United Nations General Assembly on Tuesday that Israel was seeking to trap his country into a wider war. Dave Sanders for The New York Times



By Steven Erlanger
Steven Erlanger, who covered the Iranian revolution of 1978-79, has been writing about the Middle East and its diplomacy for decades.


Sep 25, 2024 at 10:05 AM

Israel's war against Hezbollah in southern Lebanon is another embarrassment for Iran and its new president, raising the pressure on him to strike back at Israel to defend an important ally.

Iran has so far refused to be goaded by Israel into a larger regional war that its supreme leader, Ali Khamenei, clearly does not want, analysts say. Instead, President Masoud Pezeshkian is at the United Nations hoping to present a more moderate face to the world and meeting European diplomats in the hopes of restarting talks on Iran's nuclear program that could lead to vital sanctions relief for its hobbled economy.

In New York this week, Mr. Pezeshkian was blunt. Israel was seeking to trap his country into a wider war, he said. "It is Israel that seeks to create this all-out conflict," he said. "They are dragging us to a point where we do not wish to go."

After a series of humiliations, heightened by Israel's intensified attacks on Hezbollah, Iran faces clear dilemmas.

It wants to restore deterrence against Israel while avoiding a full-scale war between the two countries that could draw in the United States and, in combination, destroy the Islamic Republic at home.

It wants to preserve the proxies that provide what it calls forward defense against Israel -- Hezbollah, Hamas and the Houthis in Yemen -- without going into battle on their behalf.

And it wants to try to get some of the punishing economic sanctions against it lifted by renewing nuclear negotiations with the West while preserving its close military and trade relationships with Washington's prime adversaries, Russia and China.

"The fundamentals have not changed for Iran," said Ali Vaez, director of the Iran Project at the International Crisis Group. "Iran absolutely does not want to get into a larger war in the region," he said. This, he added, was likely to be one reason that Iran had so far not retaliated for the assassination of the Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh while he was in Iran to attend Mr. Pezeshkian's inauguration.

A billboard in Tehran depicts Qassim Suleimani, an assassinated Iranian general, and Ismail Haniyeh, the Hamas leader killed in Iran in July. Iran has limited its retaliation. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


Since the overthrow of the shah in 1979 and the installation of the Islamic Republic, Iran has tried to spread its influence throughout the region and has vowed to destroy Israel. It has built a network of proxies that it finances, arms and supports but does not entirely control -- Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad in Gaza and the West Bank; the Houthis in Yemen; Shia Muslims in Iraq and Alawites in Syria; and Hezbollah in southern Lebanon, believed to be equipped with upward of 150,000 missiles and rockets, with the ability to hit all of Israel.

The Hamas attack on Israel nearly a year ago has brought the role of Iran front and center. And Israel has seized an opportunity to destroy or diminish two Iranian proxies: Hamas on its southern border and Hezbollah to its north, which has sent rockets into Israel in support of Hamas, driving thousands of Israelis from their homes.

At the same time, Israel has continued a more secret war against Iran, killing senior officers in a missile attack on the Iranian consulate in Damascus in April. Israel and Iran then exchanged strikes on each other's territory, before pulling back.

More recently, Israel caused panic in Lebanon with exploding pagers and walkie-talkies, displaying its infiltration of Hezbollah's structure. It followed with a barrage of missiles and bombs that on Monday killed hundreds of people in Lebanon, in the deadliest day since the country's civil war, which ended in 1990.

"Israel is trying to bait Hezbollah into an attack that would produce a full-fledged war and enable Israel to take the fight to what it considers its real strategic threat, Iran itself," said Suzanne Maloney, an Iran expert and director of the foreign policy program at the Brookings Institution.

Hezbollah, too, is "disinclined to engage in a conflict that is likely to lead to its own destruction," Ms. Maloney said. For Iran, "Hezbollah is the great deterrent -- its capabilities and proximity to Israel are the first line of defense for the Islamic Republic, and if it is destroyed, it leaves the Iranians significantly more vulnerable."

The proxies represent Iran's strategy of forward defense, to protect the Iranian homeland. The proxies are supposed to fight for Iran, Mr. Vaez explained: "It was never the principle that Iran would fight in their defense."

For now, Iran is watching carefully, while also assuming that the well-armed and well-organized Hezbollah can stand up for itself and inflict serious damage on Israel without overt Iranian help.

Israel appears to be taking advantage of Iran's challenges, but as ever, the risk is that it may misjudge.

An Israeli strike on a Lebanese village on Monday. Israel's war against Hezbollah in southern Lebanon is raising the pressure on Iran to defend an important ally. Mahmoud Zayyat/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


There are hard-line elements in the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps in Iran and within Hezbollah itself "who see confrontation with Israel as inevitable and would prefer it to be sooner," said Ellie Geranmayeh, an Iran expert with European Council on Foreign Relations.

Iran must shore up its axis of resistance somehow, said Cornelius Adebahr, who studies Iran for Carnegie Europe. "Iran can't swallow this forever," he said. "People will ask, 'What kind of power are you if you cannot protect your proxies?'"

In a short speech on Tuesday to the United Nations, Mr. Pezeshkian accused Israel of barbarism and referred to Iran's proxies as freedom fighters. But he also spoke of "a new era" and vowed to play "a constructive role." Iran was ready to re-engage with the West on the nuclear issue, he said.

Mr. Pezeshkian is seen as a moderate in the Iranian system. And his victory in this year's presidential election is considered a sign that the supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, wants to reduce the tensions inside Iran that exploded in 2022 and were exacerbated by the more hard-line Ebrahim Raisi, who was considered a possible successor to the supreme leader but died in a helicopter crash.

Accompanied at the United Nations by experienced negotiators well known to the West, Mr. Pezeshkian is trying to present his government as moderate, pragmatic and open to diplomacy.

But the timing is complicated, with the American election in November, and it may be a last chance for such outreach.

If Iran's proxies are battered and new negotiations on the nuclear file are unproductive, there are strong voices inside Iran who argue to weaponize Iran's nuclear program and achieve deterrence that way. Iran might also choose to deepen its relations with Moscow, hoping to get Russia's advanced S-400 air defense system, since its current systems have proven vulnerable to Israel.

"Iran is at a fork in the road," Mr. Vaez said. "Iran is assessing whether there is a path forward for nuclear diplomacy. But any war that would significantly weaken Hezbollah will make Iran feel less secure and could change their nuclear calculus."
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U.S. and Allies Propose Cease-Fire Between Israel and Hezbollah

With fears growing of a wider regional war in the Middle East, the United States, European allies and Arab nations were working to broker a 21-day pause in the fighting.

An Israeli strike in Khiam, Lebanon, on Wednesday. American diplomats are pushing for a cease-fire between Israel and Hezbollah. Karamallah Daher/Reuters



By Michael D. Shear, Edward Wong and Farnaz Fassihi
Reporting from New York


Sep 25, 2024 at 07:36 PM

The United States, its allies in Europe and several Arab nations on Wednesday unveiled a joint cease-fire proposal to temporarily end the recent deadly fighting between Israel and Hezbollah, hoping to avert a wider war and bolster stalled negotiations between Israel and Hamas in Gaza.

"It is time for a settlement on the Israel-Lebanon border that ensures safety and security to enable civilians to return to their homes," President Biden said in a joint statement on Wednesday evening with President Emmanuel Macron of France. "The exchange of fire since Oct. 7, and in particular over the past two weeks, threatens a much broader conflict, and harm to civilians."

Officials said there were indications that Israel and Lebanon were supportive of talks that might soon lead to a cease-fire, and Mr. Biden and Mr. Macron called for "immediate support" for the proposal by the two governments.

The proposal was endorsed by Australia, Canada, the European Union, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Qatar. In a statement, all of the signatories called for "an immediate 21-day cease-fire across the Lebanon-Israel border" to provide space for further negotiations.

Mr. Biden, arriving back in Washington from the United Nations General Assembly in New York, told reporters that "we were able to generate significant support from Europe, as well as the Arab nations." He added: "It's important the war does not widen. I'll have more to say tomorrow."

Two American officials said late Wednesday that they hoped a three-week cease-fire would allow time for a permanent end to the fighting between the two countries. They hinted that Israel and Lebanon had been supportive of the rapid-fire discussions over the previous 48 hours and might agree to the proposal soon.

One official said that diplomats have had conversations with both countries and were hopeful that representatives of their governments would accept the proposal for a cease-fire in "the coming hours."

Hezbollah, a militant group that does not have the same accountability as a state institution in Lebanon, would not be formally asked to accept the proposal. But the officials, who spoke to reporters on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the negotiations, said that if Lebanon agreed to a cease-fire, its government would be expected to ensure that Hezbollah fighters adhered to it during the 21-day period.

They said a temporary pause in the fighting could provide "diplomatic space" that could help revive stalled negotiations over the fighting in Gaza between Hamas and Israel. Mr. Biden offered a three-step proposal in May to bring an end to the nearly yearlong war in Gaza, but it has stalled amid objections from both Israel and Hamas.

The proposal from nearly a dozen countries came after intense discussions between Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken and other diplomats on the sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly in New York, where leaders from around the globe are confronting the latest violence in the Middle East.

Jean-Noel Barrot, France's minister for Europe and foreign affairs, told the U.N. Security Council during an emergency session on the crisis on Wednesday evening that neither country had yet signed on to the proposal after a wave of fierce airstrikes by Israeli forces that have killed hundreds of people over the past week. But officials said they would try to persuade the two sides to agree to the proposal in the coming days.

Mr. Barrot said he was traveling to Beirut at the end of the week to work with Lebanese officials on supporting a cease-fire.

The immediate goal of the diplomatic effort is to reduce the chance that the deadliest week of fighting between Lebanon and Israel in years will draw the region into a wider conflict that kills many people and destabilizes the region.

But American officials also hope that stepping back from a war with Hezbollah would put pressure on Yahya Sinwar, Hamas's leader, to agree to a deal that would end nearly a year of fighting in Gaza and lead to the release of the remaining hostages taken during the Oct. 7 attacks.

The push for an end to the fighting comes at what American officials describe as a dangerous new moment in the yearlong spiral of violence, with the possibility of a second front along the border with Lebanon that could draw much bigger players. Hezbollah is supported by Iran, which considers the group its most important proxy in the region.

"An all-out war is possible, but I think there's also the opportunity -- we're still in play to have a settlement that can fundamentally change the whole region," President Biden said during an appearance earlier on Wednesday on ABC's "The View."

The president is under intense pressure to avert that broader conflict, and the clock is ticking. There are 117 days left before Mr. Biden leaves office. He and his aides have been searching -- so far unsuccessfully -- for a negotiated solution to the violence that would help Mr. Biden burnish his legacy on the world stage.

Mr. Blinken has been shuttling back and forth this week between European and Arab delegations in New York for the U.N. General Assembly to try to clinch the temporary cease-fire, a U.S. official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the closed-door diplomacy.

The efforts have focused on trying to get multiple nations across Europe and the Middle East to agree to the terms of a proposal that would then be presented to Israel and Hezbollah in Lebanon.

On Monday, Mr. Blinken raised the issue at dinner with top diplomats from the Group of 7 nations. He told them that the United States was working on a proposal and wanted to keep efforts coordinated, the official said.

Then on Wednesday morning, at a session with top diplomats of Gulf Arab nations, Mr. Blinken pulled aside Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani of Qatar and got his country's agreement to support the proposal. At the end of that session, Mr. Blinken did the same with Faisal bin Farhan al-Saud, the foreign minister of Saudi Arabia.

Along with Amos Hochstein, the White House official who conducts diplomacy with Lebanon, Mr. Blinken met with the prime minister of Lebanon, Najib Mikati, on Wednesday. By Wednesday evening, the Biden administration had gotten multiple European and Arab nations on board with the proposed terms, and was ready to announce the proposal.

The new push represents the first time since Oct. 7 that the United States has sought to link the two conflicts involving Israel into a single diplomatic effort.

The logic, according to another official, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomatic negotiations, is that Hamas has sought to sow regional discord and chaos since the moment of the Oct. 7 attacks by triggering a wider war. As long as Israel is caught in an escalating series of conflicts, officials believe, the leadership of Hamas will not be motivated to reach a deal.

That official said the United States believed that Mr. Sinwar would have less leverage over the situation if the fighting between Israel and Hezbollah stopped and could feel more pressure to agree to a cease-fire deal in Gaza.

The official cautioned that it remained uncertain whether Hassan Nasrallah, Hezbollah's leader, or the Israeli government of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was prepared to agree to a halt in the fighting.

Some Israeli military officials have argued for months for a more aggressive response to Hezbollah's attacks. On Wednesday, Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi, the Israeli military chief of staff, hinted that a ground invasion in Lebanon was possible.

"You hear the jets overhead; we have been striking all day," General Halevi told soldiers along Israel's border with Lebanon. "This is both to prepare the ground for your possible entry and to continue degrading Hezbollah."

Mr. Nasrallah pledged support for Hamas after the group killed about 1,200 people in a surprise attack last year in Israel. Hezbollah has repeatedly fired missiles and drones into northern Israel, forcing Israelis to flee their homes near the border.

One of the officials said it was unclear whether Hezbollah's leader was willing to accept a cease-fire deal without seeing movement toward a similar deal in Gaza, which could complicate the effort.

The diplomacy is being conducted by the United States, with support from France. It comes a week after pagers and walkie-talkies used by Hezbollah fighters exploded across Lebanon, killing dozens of people and injuring thousands in an attack apparently orchestrated by Israel.

Israeli officials have not said Israel was responsible for the remote attacks, in which the communications devices were packed with explosives and remotely detonated. But a dozen current and former defense and intelligence officials who were briefed on the attacks said that Israel used shell companies to get into the supply chain and booby-trap the devices.

Zolan Kanno-Youngs contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/25/world/middleeast/us-cease-fire-israel-hezbollah.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




news analysis


How Canadians Fell Out of Love With Justin Trudeau

Canada's Liberals are reeling from a string of setbacks, even as the party survived a no-confidence vote in Parliament on Wednesday.




By Matina Stevis-Gridneff
Reporting from Toronto


Sep 25, 2024 at 10:02 AM

Canadian politics are getting fiery.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, the young scion of a Liberal family who swept the global political scene off its feet a decade ago, is now a 52-year-old leader with approval ratings worse than President Biden's.

He is rapidly losing ground to the Conservative Party's leader, Pierre Poilievre, who, despite having vague policy plans, has deployed punchy sloganeering that has kept Mr. Trudeau on the ropes.

On Wednesday, the Liberal Party faced a vote of no confidence in Parliament. While the vote failed, it was a sign of deepening trouble as the party -- like Mr. Trudeau -- teeters months away from a general election.

After years of high inflation, soaring housing costs and an overstretched public health system, Mr. Trudeau faces abysmal polling numbers. Fewer than a third of Canadians believe he's doing a good job. More than 70 percent say Canada is "broken" under his leadership.

Mr. Poilievre, who uses tough rhetoric and promotes himself as a common-sense solution finder, has led Conservatives to a double-digit lead over the Liberals -- even though many Canadians recently told pollsters that they wouldn't be able to pick him out of a lineup.

Mr. Poilievre, 45, likes to keep his messages under three words, and they usually rhyme or are alliterative: "Spike the hike!" "Axe the tax!"

He and his team use social media heavily, borrowing tactics and tone from Donald J. Trump's playbook, and often deploy incendiary language that feels out of place in Canada's political discourse.

Mr. Trudeau speaking while Pierre Poilievre, the leader of the Conservative Party, pretends to play a violin in the background during a session last week in the House of Commons in Ottawa. Blair Gable/Reuters


Mr. Trudeau is trying to stay above the fray. Despite his travails at home, he traveled to New York this week for the United Nations General Assembly, and on Monday he sat down for an interview with the late-night show host Stephen Colbert.

"People are frustrated, and the idea that maybe they want an election now is something that my opponents are trying to bank on, because people are taking a lot out on me for understandable reasons," Mr. Trudeau told Mr. Colbert.

"I've been here, and I've been steering us through all these things," he said, "and people are sometimes looking at change."

We Need to Talk About Justin

While Canada staged a solid economic recovery after the coronavirus pandemic, and inflation is down to 2 percent from over 8 percent two years ago, those achievements have not earned Mr. Trudeau many political points.

Unemployment rates remain high, housing in major cities like Toronto is unaffordable and Mr. Trudeau's government has been criticized for inviting too many foreigners to work in Canada over the past three years, putting pressure on infrastructure and services such as health care.

Mr. Trudeau at a Liberal caucus this month in Nanaimo, British Columbia. "People are frustrated,'' Mr. Trudeau said on "The Late Show With Stephen Colbert" on Monday. Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press, via Associated Press


Yet, Mr. Trudeau's most serious liability could be that he has been in power for too long and that he has lost the ability to market one of his most distinctive attributes: optimism.

"The government has come into trouble of its own making, in losing faith in its positive case for the country," said Gerald Butts, the vice chairman of Eurasia Group, a consulting firm, and a former top adviser to Mr. Trudeau and his party. "They have been overwhelmed by the message that the country is broken and have not been able to say the opposite."

High-profile departures from the Liberal Party also give a sense that allies are abandoning a wounded Mr. Trudeau.

This month, the Liberals lost the backing of a smaller party -- the New Democrats -- that had given them a majority in the lower house of Parliament. The loss has left the Liberals vulnerable to challenges by the Conservatives, including Wednesday's vote.

There has also been an exodus of officials and senior politicians from Mr. Trudeau's party. The Liberals' national campaign director resigned this month, citing personal reasons, and a minister resigned last week to seek local office, prompting a cabinet reshuffle.

Months of bad news seem to be reaching a crescendo, as both allies and opponents of the Liberals agree that some policy failures and an inability to seize control of the narrative are dooming Mr. Trudeau's prospects.

Cruel Summer

The summer months were especially brutal for Mr. Trudeau. In June, the Liberals lost what was widely regarded as a safe seat in a special election in Toronto; last week, they lost another special election in Montreal.

The shocking loss of seats long controlled by Mr. Trudeau's party drove home the intense levels of voter dissatisfaction.

It's a terrifying realization for a party that has dominated the Canadian political scene for a decade.

A general election must be held by October 2025, but is likely to come earlier given the precarity of the Liberals' parliamentary minority. A federal budget that is expected to be voted on next spring could be a trigger if Mr. Trudeau cannot rally support to pass it.

Mr. Trudeau preparing to address a meeting at the United Nations on Sunday. At home, his approval ratings are lower than President Biden's. Caitlin Ochs/Reuters


Mr. Trudeau has tried to bat away the debate over his fate, saying he wants to focus on policy, not politics. But as elections loom, it seems inevitable that he will need to address his unpopularity with voters. His approval rating was near 70 percent when he swept into power in 2015; today it hovers at 30 percent.

His fall from public favor tracks similar travails befalling other Western leaders who have been in power through post-pandemic inflation spikes and cost-of-living crises confronting the developed world.

Experts compared Mr. Trudeau to President Emmanuel Macron of France, another young liberal who came to power amid palpable optimism a decade ago and now faces crushing discontent at home.

But Mr. Macron can't run for office again because of term limits. Canada doesn't have limits, and Mr. Trudeau seems bent on leading the Liberals to the ballot box again.

Setting aside the specific issues weakening Mr. Trudeau and his party, analysts say that making the case for another term -- his fourth -- would still be a stretch because voters often tire of leaders who stay in power for so long.

"Even if everything was going swimmingly for the Liberals right now, it was always going to be a challenge," said Shachi Kurl, the president of the Angus Reid Institute, a nonpartisan polling and research firm.

"But things are not going swimmingly," she added. "Since 2021, it's as though the Trudeau government has had the reverse Midas touch: Everything they touch is turning to not gold."

Protesters gathering in Montreal in March to criticize the government's policy regarding undocumented immigrants. Mathiew Leiser/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The aversion that many voters feel toward the Liberals does seem to be personal to Mr. Trudeau -- but Ms. Kurl said it was unlikely that the party would turn to a new leader in the next election, partly out of a sense of loyalty.

"Trudeau is the Liberals," she said, noting that the party feels a collective sense of gratitude for Mr. Trudeau for leading it to victory in 2015 after a stretch of poor electoral performances.

Pithy Pierre

At the same time, Mr. Trudeau's chief political opponent, Mr. Poilievre, is working to brand himself as the anti-Trudeau: practical and down-to-earth.

One online poll showed that about a third of Canadians wouldn't be able to name Mr. Poilievre from looking at his photo but many would still consider voting for him.

Mr. Poilievre, the Conservative Party's leader, has sought to position himself as the anti-Trudeau: practical and down-to-earth. Blair Gable/Reuters


 "There is no doubt that Poilievre is the best communicator Trudeau has ever faced," Mr. Butts said.

Mr. Poilievre also markets himself as better suited to tackle the country's problems, said David Coletto, who runs Abacus Data, a Canadian polling and research firm.

"Canadians are not looking for celebrity and flashiness," he said. "They want somebody who's going to put out the fire, who's going to solve the problems."

For his part, Mr. Trudeau has said that Mr. Poilievre is simply all talk.

"He will do anything to win, anything to torque up negativity and fear," he said in April, "and it only emphasizes that he has nothing to say to actually solve the problems that he's busy amplifying."
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Putin Declares Changes to Russian Nuclear Doctrine

President Vladimir V. Putin heightened his warnings against the West, asserting that Russia should be permitted to use nuclear arms in the event of an attack by a nation backed by a nuclear power.

Russian state news media footage showed President Vladimir V. Putin at a meeting with his top officials at the Kremlin on Wednesday. Alexander Kazakov/Sputnik



By Anton Troianovski and Ivan Nechepurenko
Anton Troianovski reported from Berlin and Ivan Nechepurenko from Tbilisi, Georgia.


Sep 25, 2024 at 07:27 PM

President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia said Wednesday that he planned to lower the threshold for his country's use of nuclear weapons, an escalation in the Kremlin's efforts to deter the United States from expanding its military aid to Ukraine.

Mr. Putin, in a televised meeting with top officials, said Russia would adjust its nuclear doctrine -- the document defining when the country could use nuclear weapons -- to address "new sources of military threats and risks."

In particular, Mr. Putin said, Russia would treat "aggression against Russia by any nonnuclear state, but with the participation or support of a nuclear state" as a "joint attack on the Russian Federation." The language was a clear reference to Ukraine, which does not have nuclear weapons, and the military support it receives from nuclear-armed NATO countries like the United States and Britain. 

Mr. Putin also said that Russia would be prepared to use a nuclear weapon even in response to an attack carried out with conventional weapons that creates "a critical threat to our sovereignty." Ukraine last month pressed a cross-border offensive that captured territory in Russia for the first time since the war began and has been lobbying Washington for permission to use Western missiles for strikes deep into Russian territory.

The debate over the threat of Russian nuclear use has come to a head this week with a visit by President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine to the United States, in which he has kept up that lobbying effort to use Western missiles against targets deep inside Russia. Mr. Putin said this month that such a move would "mean that NATO countries -- the United States and European countries -- are at war with Russia."

The Russian leader said  on Wednesday that Moscow would consider nuclear use if it detected the start of a massive launch of missiles, aircraft or drones against it. 

Speaking to reporters on Thursday, the Kremlin's spokesman, Dmitri S. Peskov, confirmed that the changes were meant as a message to Ukraine's Western backers. "This is a signal that warns these countries about the consequences in the case of their participation in an attack on our country by various means, and not necessarily nuclear ones," he said.

Russia's current doctrine says Russia's nuclear deterrence is directed mainly against countries and alliances that have nuclear weapons. And it has a different phrasing for the kind of conventional attack that could trigger nuclear use, specifying that such an attack must threaten "the very existence of the state."

Mr. Putin described the new doctrine as a "draft," and the Kremlin did not immediately publish it. But given Russia's autocratic system, Mr. Putin's description of it in his four-minute, televised remarks appeared virtually certain to be codified.

Ever since he launched his invasion in February 2022, Mr. Putin has struggled to wield the might of his enormous nuclear arsenal to scare the West into backing down in the war, in which Ukraine is fighting with arms, funds and military intelligence provided by a Western coalition led by the United States.

For months, Russian analysts have been saying that the West hasn't been getting Mr. Putin's message: that, eventually, increased Western aid to Ukraine could lead Russia to use nuclear weapons. In response, Mr. Zelensky, and supporters of Ukraine, have argued that fears of Russian nuclear use are overblown, especially because Russia has not used those weapons despite the repeated ratcheting-up of military capabilities that the West has been providing.

Pavel Podvig, a Geneva-based analyst of Russian nuclear forces, said it was clear the change to the doctrine was being made "for additional deterrence against Ukraine's Western allies."

"There is a lot of room for interpretation for what constitutes aggression and what doesn't," Mr. Podvig said in a telephone interview. "But it still lowers the rhetorical threshold for potential use of nuclear weapons."

In recent months, as the West has mulled allowing Ukrainian strikes inside Russian territory, Mr. Putin has tried to signal that he was prepared to use nuclear weapons in the conflict -- even if he hasn't used them yet. In May, Russia released footage that it said showed troops conducting drills on the use of tactical nuclear weapons -- smaller-yield bombs that could be used on the battlefield in Ukraine.

But Mr. Putin and his top officials have also made veiled threats about bombing the United States and its NATO allies. Last week, the chairman of Russia's lower house of Parliament, Vyacheslav Volodin, touted Russia's new Sarmat intercontinental ballistic missile in a social media post about a European Parliament resolution calling for Western governments to allow Ukraine to use Western weapons to strike deep inside Russia.

"The flight time of the Sarmat missile to Strasbourg is 3 minutes 20 seconds," Mr. Volodin wrote, referring to the French city where the European Parliament meets.

The execution, however, has not always lived up to the messaging. Satellite imagery taken last Saturday showed that a test of the next-generation Sarmat missile ended in a catastrophic failure, with a 200-foot-wide crater at the launch site indicating that the missile had exploded in its silo.

Despite that failure, there is little doubt that Russia's nuclear arsenal -- deployed on ground-launched missiles, submarines and bombers -- wields enormous destructive potential. Mr. Putin appeared to make reference to that arsenal when he announced his invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 24, 2022, and warned that any country that tried to interfere with Russia's actions would face consequences "such as you have never seen in your entire history."

Since then, Mr. Putin and his aides have regularly raised the specter of nuclear weapons use -- so often, in fact, that Ukrainian officials and some experts say it has muted the effectiveness of the threats. They have yet to stop Ukraine's allies, for example, from providing ever more sophisticated weaponry with which to battle Moscow's forces, though the threats may have slowed the pace of that support. 

In his remarks on Wednesday, Mr. Putin said that specialists at Russia's Defense Ministry, Foreign Ministry and the Kremlin had spent a year conducting "a deep, comprehensive analysis and assessed the need to adjust our approaches to the possible use of nuclear forces."

"It is proposed that aggression against Russia by any nonnuclear state, but with the participation or support of a nuclear state, be considered as their joint attack on the Russian Federation," Mr. Putin went on, describing the updated doctrine.

And he said that an attack against Belarus -- Russia's closest ally, neighboring Ukraine to the north -- would also be considered an attack against Russia.

"We reserve the right to use nuclear weapons in case of aggression against Russia and Belarus," Mr. Putin said. "Including if the enemy, using conventional weapons, creates a critical threat to our sovereignty."
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Zelensky Warns U.N. Against Conceding to Russia's 'Insane' Desire for Land

President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine told the meeting of world leaders that capitulating to Russia would only give its president, Vladimir Putin, the "political space to continue the war."

Video: Zelensky Warns World Leaders of Continued Russian Threats

The president of Ukraine called Russia's push for more land "insane" in his speech to world leaders at the U.N. General Assembly in New York.


By Neil MacFarquhar and Farnaz Fassihi



Sep 25, 2024 at 09:40 PM

President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine urged the United Nations on Wednesday to prevent Russia from freezing the war as it is now, saying that the Kremlin "still wants even more land -- more land, which is insane, and is seizing it day by day while wanting to destroy its neighbor."

Those nations pushing to end the conflict were ignoring the wishes of the Ukrainian people, he said in an address to the General Assembly, and were encouraging President Vladimir V. Putin's expansionary aims.

"It not only ignores the interests and the suffering of the Ukrainians, who are affected by the war the most," he said, "It not only ignores reality, but it also gives Putin the political space to continue the war."

With Mr. Zelensky also using meetings at the United Nations and in Washington on Thursday to seek approval to strike deeper into Russia with Western missiles, Mr. Putin issued his own riposte.

Members of the Russian delegation listening as Mr. Zelensky delivered remarks on Wednesday. Dave Sanders for The New York Times


The Russian leader, who was not attending the U.N. meeting and often rattles the nuclear saber when he feels that Russia is facing setbacks in the war, suggested Wednesday that Russia should be able to respond with nuclear weapons if it were attacked by a state supported by a nuclear power. Ukraine falls into that category.

Issues of war and peace have dominated discussion at this year's General Assembly. "The prospect of an all-out war between Israel and Hezbollah has heightened this sense of general fragility around the U.N.," said Richard Gowan, the U.N. director for the International Crisis Group.

Yet a yawning gap between Western capitals and the rest of the world over the wars in Ukraine and elsewhere has been starkly evident throughout the annual United Nations gathering. Leaders from the Global South nations have taken little note of Ukraine, while devoting far more attention to the humanitarian crises in the Gaza Strip and Sudan. They have also criticized the United Nations for its inability to halt the wars there and in Lebanon.

Many of them noted that the death toll of Palestinians in the nearly year-old war in Gaza has soared past 41,000, according to the health ministry there. In that light, the United States and other Western powers have been accused of hypocrisy by seeking broad condemnation of Russia for killing civilians in Ukraine while continuing to supply Israel with weapons.

On Wednesday evening, France's foreign minister said that his country and the United States were working on a cease-fire proposal that would impose a 21-day pause in the recent deadly fighting between Israel and Hezbollah in Lebanon, hoping to avert a wider war and also bolster stalled negotiations in Gaza.

When the Security Council added an open discussion about Ukraine to its agenda at the last minute, about half the nations of the European Union spoke. But almost no country from the Global South attended the session, other than those that are rotating members of the Council. "A lot of the non-Western members of the U.N. now let these Ukraine debates in the General Assembly and Council wash over them," said Mr. Gowan.

Protesters in Manhattan on Tuesday calling for a halt to Israeli military action in the Gaza Strip, the West Bank and Lebanon. Jonah Markowitz for The New York Times


By contrast, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan set the tone early by devoting much of his speech on Tuesday to criticizing the world body for doing so little to halt the crisis in the Middle East. "Not only children are dying in Gaza," he said, "the United Nations system is also dying, the truth is dying, the values that the West claims to defend are dying, the hopes of humanity to live in a fairer world are dying, one by one."

Versions of that were repeated in many speeches.

President Gabriel Boric Font of Chile said that the international community was often accused of double standards in the face of human rights violations around the world. "I refuse to choose between the terror of Hamas or the genocide carried out by Netanyahu's Israel," he said, referring to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel. "We have no reason to choose between barbarities -- I choose humanity."

Russia, which has vetoed every attempt by the Security Council to bring an end to the war in Ukraine, made clear that it would not stop the war until the country was free from what Vassily Nebenzia, the Russian ambassador, called nationalism, Nazism and other discrimination. Among other false claims that Russia habitually makes against Ukraine, one is that Nazis dominate its government. 

At the same time, the United States has vetoed three resolutions calling for a cease-fire in Gaza; Russia and China have vetoed a U.S.-backed resolution. American and Russian representatives engaged in a verbal spat over the two wars at a special Security Council session, called to discuss the inability to resolve conflicts.

President Nana Akufo-Addo of Ghana, summarizing a theme broached by many leaders, said that the failure of the Security Council to stop the wars in Ukraine and Gaza underscored the need to change the structure, which gave the five main victors in World War II -- the United States, Russia, China, England and France -- veto power.

President Emmanuel Macron of France speaking at the U.N. General Assembly in New York on Wednesday. Graham Dickie/The New York Times


Africa, with 1.4 billion people, deserved a permanent voice on the Council, he said. "Africa, Latin America and South Asia remain underrepresented, despite their significant influence on global affairs," said Mr. Akufo-Addo. "This lack of representation undermines the legitimacy of the Council's decisions, and the use of veto power by a few permanent members often paralyzes its ability to act effectively during crises."

In his speech, President Emmanuel Macron of France said that Germany, India, Brazil, Japan and two African countries should be added as permanent members, and that the right of veto should be limited to matters of "mass crimes."

The composition of the Security Council has been discussed for years at the United Nations, but the glaring inability to do anything about recent conflicts has prompted many more leaders to openly criticize the world body.

World leaders and senior diplomats held a special session on the sidelines of the main meeting to discuss the civil war in Sudan, with many stressing the need to open aid routes and contribute more. "Sudan is a country which has been abandoned," said Abderaman Koulamallah, the foreign minister of Chad, a neighboring country that has taken in millions of refugees, among them an estimated 11 million Sudanese. "Sudan is not Ukraine," he said. "Sudan is not Gaza. Sudan has been abandoned."

There were also side meetings on key international issues like climate change and development, but there was a sense that those issues had slipped down the priority list in the face of so many conflicts.

In the Ukraine war, Mr. Zelensky said that Russian missile attacks targeting his country's energy infrastructure, as well as Russia's continued occupation of the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant, Europe's largest, would leave Ukrainians in the cold this winter and could unleash a nuclear disaster that could affect nations in Europe and beyond.

Mr. Zelensky said that he had met with the leaders of at least 10 countries and expected to encounter more. He was scheduled to travel to Washington on Thursday to meet with President Biden and other officials to present what he has advertised as a new, undisclosed "victory plan."

Details of the plan have been scant, but in statements before traveling to the United States, Mr. Zelensky said it includes enhancing Western security guarantees for Ukraine, increasing military aid and securing further financial support.

The interior of the United Nations Assembly Hall in advance of speakers on Tuesday. Graham Dickie/The New York Times


 John Eligon and Ivan Nechepurenko contributed reporting.
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China Says It Launched a Rocket With a Dummy Warhead Into the Pacific

The ballistic missile launch is a sign of the commitment of Xi Jinping, China's leader, to continue strengthening the country's Rocket Force and to project power in Asia.

The Chinese military's DF-41 intercontinental ballistic missiles at a parade at Tiananmen Square in Beijing in 2019. Kevin Frayer/Getty Images



By Chris Buckley
Reporting from Taipei, Taiwan


Sep 25, 2024 at 08:38 AM

China launched an intercontinental ballistic missile carrying a dummy warhead that landed in the Pacific Ocean on Wednesday, the country's defense ministry announced, in a sign of President Xi Jinping's commitment to keep strengthening China's missile force after a period of corruption scandals and command turbulence.

The launch appeared to be the first time in 44 years that China has publicly announced a test of an intercontinental ballistic missile in the Pacific region. It was fired by the People's Liberation Army Rocket Force and struck in the "high seas," China's Ministry of National Defense said, without giving details of where the dummy warhead fell, what model of missile carried it or where it was launched. It said the dummy warhead "fell precisely into the assigned seas."

"This missile launch was a routine part of the Rocket Force's annual exercises," the ministry said, adding that it "was not aimed at any specific country or target." China's official news agency, Xinhua, stated that Beijing had notified "the relevant countries" about the missile test, without elaborating. China usually tests its missiles within its own borders.

China's assurances appeared unlikely to dispel questions about the test from experts and officials in the region. Such missiles fly in an arc high above the earth and can deliver warheads thousands of miles, making them a pillar of each superpower's nuclear capabilities. China has about 134 intercontinental ballistic missiles, or ICBMs, that can deliver around 240 warheads, according to an annual survey from the Federation of American Scientists, a bit under half of the numbers fielded by the United States or Russia.

"It is difficult to hide a ballistic missile launch into the Pacific, so it is sensible for Beijing to announce that it took place and control the narrative," said Drew Thomson, a former Pentagon official who is now a senior fellow at the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies at Nanyang Technological University in Singapore.

"China is sending a signal," Mr. Thomson said. "This ballistic missile test puts China's adversaries on notice that there are limits to its forbearance, and it also underscores the Communist Party's acute sense of risk and vulnerability."

Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and other Asian governments are anxious about China's expanding military strength. "The Japanese government is trying to confirm details," Yoshimasa Hayashi, the chief cabinet secretary in the Japanese government, said at a regular news conference on Wednesday. He said that Tokyo did not receive advance notice about the launch of the missile, which did not appear to fly over Japanese territory. Japan was already upset about recent incursions into its airspace by Chinese and Russian military aircraft.

"China's military activities lack transparency, and that has become a serious concern for Japan and the international community," Mr. Hayashi said.

The Pentagon calls China the "pacing challenge" to the United States' global military dominance, especially in Asia. The Rocket Force is the custodian of most of China's nuclear weapons as well as many hundreds of conventionally armed missiles. It has been at the forefront of the ambitions of China's top leader, Xi Jinping, to project power across the region and blunt American influence.

But over the past two years, China's weapons bureaucracy appeared unsettled by scandal. In 2023, Mr. Xi abruptly replaced the two top commanders of the Rocket Force with outsiders with no experience in the missile force. Other senior officers also disappeared, as did two former Chinese ministers of defense.

China may have at least partly intended the launch to reinforce the credibility of its missile forces, and its nuclear deterrent, said Ying-Yu Lin, an assistant professor at Tamkang University in Taiwan who specializes in the People's Liberation Army. "They would like to dispel doubts abroad about the strength of the Rocket Force," he said.

In June, the Chinese Communist Party leadership expelled the two ministers -- Li Shangfu and Wei Fenghe -- from the party, accusing them of corruption and disloyalty. The following month, party leaders confirmed the expulsions of Li Yuchao, a former Rocket Force commander, and Sun Jinming, a former chief of staff.

Even so, the Chinese rollout of new missiles does not seem to have slowed much. The Pentagon's latest report on the People's Liberation Army said last year it was developing new intercontinental missiles "that will significantly improve its nuclear-capable missile forces." The report also said that China "may be exploring" development of conventionally-armed intercontinental ballistic systems.

China last announced an intercontinental ballistic missile test into the Pacific Ocean in May 1980, according to Chinese news reports about the latest launch. In 2021, China launched two tests of hypersonic gliders than can be carried into orbit by missiles, potentially with nuclear warheads. The People's Liberation Army has also built over 300 silos that could house intercontinental ballistic missiles across three sites in northern China.

Additional reporting by Amy Chang Chien in Taipei and Hisako Ueno in Tokyo.
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Online Scammers Posed as Brad Pitt to Get Cash, Spanish Police Say

The authorities in Spain said they had arrested five people who posed as the famous American actor online and swindled two women out of more than $350,000.

Brad Pitt in Los Angeles last week. His publicist said the actor had no authorized social media accounts. Jordan Strauss/Invision, via Associated Press



By Rachel Chaundler and Amelia Nierenberg
Rachel Chaundler reported from Zaragoza, Spain.


Sep 25, 2024 at 02:24 PM

The Spanish authorities have announced the arrests of five people accused of swindling two women out of over $350,000 by posing as Brad Pitt online.

The arrests -- three made last November and two in July -- were announced in a statement released on Monday by Spain's Interior Ministry, detailing a complex scheme that it attributed to a "criminal organization."

The statement said the accused had contacted the women through an online fan page dedicated to Mr. Pitt and posed as the Oscar-winning American actor. The authorities said the accused had gone on to exchange instant messages and emails with their victims, who thought they were corresponding directly with Mr. Pitt.

Those behind the plot "managed to make these women believe they had become so close to the well-known American actor that they believed they had a romantic relationship with him," the statement said. Then, according to the authorities, the Pitt posers asked for money.

One woman, who lives near Bilbao in the north of Spain, sent 150,000 euros (about $168,000) in a series of money transfers. The other, in Granada, sent EU175,000.

About EU85,000 has been recovered as part of the investigation, the statement said. The suspects, whose names have not been released, face charges including fraud and money laundering, according to the Spanish police.

Matthew Hiltzik, a publicist for Mr. Pitt, said on Wednesday that he had not been aware of the case, and noted that his client does not have any authorized social media accounts.

"It's awful that scammers take advantage of fans' strong connection with celebrities," Mr. Hiltzik wrote in a WhatsApp message. "But this is an important reminder to not respond to unsolicited online outreach, especially from actors who have no social media presence."

Online frauds and cybercrimes represent a growing threat. In the European Union, millions of people were attacked and exploited online in 2023, according to the Internet Organized Crime Threat Assessment, a report from the bloc's law enforcement agency.

Jurgen Stock, the secretary general of Interpol, said in March, "We are facing an epidemic in the growth of financial fraud."
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Meet the G.O.P. Personal Injury Lawyer Buying His Own Trump Ads

Dan Newlin has spent millions on billboards and TV spots promoting Donald J. Trump (and himself).

Dan Newlin, a personal injury attorney in Florida and a friend of Donald J. Trump, is spending more on presidential campaign advertising than most advocacy groups or professional organizations.  Gerardo Mora/Getty Images



By Ken Bensinger, Nicholas Nehamas and Theodore Schleifer



Sep 25, 2024 at 05:36 PM

Late last week, a series of TV ads began running in Pennsylvania blasting Kamala Harris's record on law enforcement and immigration.

In one, Mark Lamb, the sheriff of Pinal County, Ariz., widely known for his election denialism and hard-line stance on immigration, slammed Ms. Harris on border security. Another called the vice president "a radical liberal" and falsely claimed she "massively defunded the police." A third ad, set to debut on Monday, features the National Football League hall of fame quarterback Brett Favre offering a dire assessment of current world affairs.

For audiences in a crucial swing state, the pro-Trump spots might seem unremarkable -- just more mudslinging between episodes of "Access Hollywood" and "America's Got Talent" during the presidential race's homestretch. But unlike the ads pumped out by candidates and big-money super PACs, these spots were paid for and produced by a single person: a Trump donor named Dan Newlin.

Mr. Newlin -- a publicity-loving personal injury lawyer in Central Florida -- has paid for more presidential campaign advertising this cycle than many advocacy groups or professional organizations.

So far, he has outspent the abortion rights group Reproductive Freedom for All and the National Association of Manufacturers, according to the media-tracking firm AdImpact. He is not far behind what Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and Representative Dean Phillips of Minnesota spent on advertising during their presidential campaigns.

Mr. Newlin is motivated, he says, by concerns about the country's direction under a Harris administration, but also by the desire to micromanage the millions of dollars he has poured into politics over the past year. He relishes the opportunity to put himself in the middle of the action: Mr. Newlin stars in one of his ads, where he stands alongside Mr. Lamb in front of a blue curtain and several American flags.

"We need your support, Pennsylvania," Mr. Newlin says. "Vote Trump 2024 for a safer America."

Deep-pocketed superfans paying for a handful of political ads or the odd billboard is not a new phenomenon. In 2020, a Florida woman spent half a million dollars to buy ads in Iowa, New Hampshire and Delaware that tried to link Joseph R. Biden Jr. to an obscure business dispute before Delaware's chancery courts, for example.

But few individuals have gone to such great lengths to promote a candidate, or spent such sums, as Mr. Newlin.

To date, he has poured $2.8 million into television and digital advertising, according to AdImpact. The vast majority has been in Pennsylvania, but he also has placed a few spots in Wisconsin, another swing state, and in Palm Beach, Fla., where Mr. Trump lives.

Mr. Newlin has also spent $1.4 million on outdoor advertising, according to Federal Election Commission data, as part of a campaign that Mr. Newlin said numbered 400 digital billboards in Nevada, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and Florida.

All that comes on top of the more than $5 million he has donated to state and federal Republican candidates and committees so far this cycle, including $2 million to the super PAC supporting the Trump campaign, Make America Great Again Inc. He also helped the former president raise $8 million at a fund-raiser he hosted in his home in Windermere, Fla., in April, an event he at the time called "one of the greatest honors of my life."

Mr. Newlin's spending is a drop in the bucket compared with the $12 billion expected to be spent on political advertising this campaign. But Mr. Newlin's campaign contributions alone put him in the top tier of Trump donors. And unlike reclusive megadonors such as Timothy Mellon, he is happy to be in the spotlight.

Each ad for Mr. Trump doubles as a promotion for Mr. Newlin's law firm, including the phone number in the disclaimer: "1-800-Call-Dan."

Mr. Newlin said he opted to run his own ads, rather than hand over even more of his money to a PAC or campaign, because he believes he can do it better, thanks to his experience cutting ads for his law firm.

"I've mastered media," Mr. Newlin said in an interview from his horse ranch in Colombia. He scoffed at the bureaucratic and complicated way political ads are traditionally produced, relying on consultants, market testing and focus groups to make a single commercial.

His entire production and distribution team numbers three people, including himself. 

Mr. Newlin also doesn't mind how much attention from Mr. Trump his donations have garnered.

Few individuals have gone to such great lengths to boost a candidate, or spent such sums, as Mr. Newlin. Alejandro A. Alvarez/The Philadelphia Inquirer, via Associated Press


In late July, after receiving a very early phone call from the Trump campaign's national finance director, Mr. Newlin cut a $1 million check to the widow of Corey Comperatore, the firefighter who was killed in the assassination attempt in Butler, Pa., and said he would give $100,000 to the families of other people injured that day.

He said he expected nothing in return, but he was delighted when the former president made a point of noting his support publicly, as he did in his acceptance speech at the Republican National Convention and at several rallies and in interviews.

In a statement, Mr. Trump said that Mr. Newlin "is a great man, a generous person, and I hope The New York Times treats him well."

When Mr. Newlin heard Mr. Trump's comment, he was thrilled. "See, that inspires me," he said. "I'm going to ramp up even a little bit harder because of that."

"Thank-yous go a long way for me," he said.

Mr. Trump pulled out a check from Mr. Newlin to be given to the widow of Corey Comperatore, the firefighter who was killed in the assassination attempt in Butler, Pa., during the Republican National Convention in July. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


Known throughout Central Florida for his catchphrase, "Dan won my case!" Mr. Newlin has long promoted his law practice with aggressive TV and billboard advertising and by sponsoring events such as free public concerts featuring artists like Pitbull and Flo Rida.

For years, he largely supported Democrats, donating $5,400 to Hillary Clinton's 2016 campaign and $150,000 to the Florida Democratic Party in 2018, among other contributions to the party. Much of that, he said, was motivated by his admiration for former President Bill Clinton, whom he said he had met several times.

A turning point came in December 2021, when Mr. Newlin organized a free concert in Orlando, this time honoring the military and starring the country artist Toby Keith, among others. Mr. Trump called in to the event, congratulating Mr. Newlin and wishing the cheering audience a Merry Christmas. He also spoke privately with Mr. Newlin, who said he had never talked to Mr. Trump before.

"That was the moment," he said. "It sort of ignited my bit of passion and research and understanding of President Trump."

Mr. Newlin soon began making trips to Mar-a-Lago, and starting late last year, began writing checks to Mr. Trump's campaign, his super PAC and other Republican groups.  In May, he joined a small group that dined with Mr. Trump in a New York apartment on the night a Manhattan jury convicted the former president of 34 felonies, he said.

"I was asking myself, 'how did I get in this room?'" Mr. Newlin said.

While campaign ads are typically the product of focus groups and market research, Mr. Newlin goes by his gut.

In February, he bought airtime in Florida markets during the Super Bowl, something he had done in past years to promote his law practice. But this time, he donned a red Make America Great Again hat.

The ad surprised some viewers. One sent a letter to The Orlando Sentinel calling the MAGA hat "a gratuitous insult to veterans not aligned with his political beliefs." Mr. Newlin, for his part, said the spot did not represent the views of his law firm, but added that the experience made him want to do more.

Political professionals tend to scoff at guerrilla-style attempts to influence voters. Nick Everhart, a Republican strategist who specializes in advertising, said they have rarely been effective.

"These one-off direct donor spends on ad campaigns are usually more about the vanity of the person and their wanting to be involved than having any real impact on the race," Mr. Everhart said. "Not only are the amounts spent not enough to deliver a message, the messages aren't aligned in a cohesive way with the rest of the spending going on in the race, and that seems to be the case here."

Mr. Newlin defended his approach, saying it's the campaigns that waste too much money. "They want to beta-test everything," he said. Rather than just hand over money to a campaign and hope for the best, he said, "I'm going to do it my way."

Alain Delaqueriere contributed research.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/25/us/politics/trump-ads-dan-newlin.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Bernie Moreno Under Fire Over Comments About Suburban Women

Mr. Moreno, a Republican running for Senate in Ohio, suggested that older women shouldn't care about abortion because they were too old to have children, comments Nikki Haley pointedly criticized.

Bernie Moreno speaking at the Republican National Convention in July. Maddie McGarvey for The New York Times



By Chris Cameron



Sep 25, 2024 at 01:01 AM

Bernie Moreno, the Republican Senate candidate in Ohio, is facing criticism over demeaning remarks he made last week about women who support abortion rights, including from Nikki Haley, the former Republican presidential candidate and one of the most prominent women in her party.

Speaking on Friday at a town hall in Warren County, Ohio, Mr. Moreno characterized many suburban women as "single-issue voters" on abortion rights, suggesting that older women should not care about abortion because they were too old to have children.

"It's a little crazy, by the way -- especially for women that are like past 50," Mr. Moreno said, drawing laughter from the crowd. "I'm thinking to myself: I don't think that's an issue for you."

In a social media post on Tuesday morning quoting Mr. Moreno's remarks, Ms. Haley, the former governor of South Carolina, addressed the Senate candidate: "Are you trying to lose the election? Asking for a friend."

Ms. Haley, who was former President Donald J. Trump's top rival in the Republican presidential primaries this year, has endorsed his candidacy even as she has offered advice and criticism to him and the party from the sidelines.

In interviews on Fox News, Ms. Haley has said that the party needs a "serious shift" to defeat Vice President Kamala Harris, saying this month that Mr. Trump and his running mate, Senator JD Vance of Ohio, "need to change the way they speak about women."

"You don't need to call Kamala dumb," Ms. Haley said, adding that "she didn't get this far, you know, just by accident" and that "she's a prosecutor. You don't need to go and talk about intelligence or looks or anything else."

She added that "when you call even a Democrat woman dumb, Republican women get their backs up, too."

Democrats have embraced abortion rights as an issue that they see as advantageous to them, spotlighting Mr. Trump's bragging about appointing three of the Supreme Court justices who voted to end the constitutional right to abortion enshrined in Roe v. Wade, and pinning their hopes of winning control of the Senate on abortion initiatives. Voters, by a wide margin, say they trust Ms. Harris to handle abortion over Mr. Trump.
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Alex Jones's Infowars Will Be Auctioned Off to Pay Sandy Hook Families

A sale of the Infowars website and other property is set for November, and could determine the conspiracy theorist's fate as a broadcaster.

The Infowars broadcaster Alex Jones and his company had both declared bankruptcy. Nic Antaya for The New York Times



By Elizabeth Williamson



Sep 25, 2024 at 01:46 AM

A Houston bankruptcy judge ruled on Tuesday that assets from the conspiracy theorist Alex Jones's Infowars empire can be auctioned off to help pay families of the Sandy Hook mass shooting victims the defamation awards he owes them.

The auction, set for mid-November, will include Infowars' website, social media accounts, broadcasting equipment, product trademarks and inventory owned by Free Speech Systems, Infowars' parent company.

Mr. Jones's fate as a broadcaster most likely depends on who buys his business. Though the Infowars name and assets are potentially of interest to a range of entities on the far right, under the terms of the sale anyone can bid.

Mr. Jones spent years spreading lies that the 2012 shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Conn., that killed 20 first graders and six educators was a hoax aimed at confiscating Americans' firearms, and that the victims' families were actors complicit in the plot. The families suffered online abuse, personal confrontations and death threats from people who believed the conspiracy theory.

Relatives of 10 victims sued Mr. Jones in 2018 for defamation and were awarded more than $1.4 billion in damages in trials in Texas and Connecticut. But the most the families are likely to ever see is a small fraction of that, and they have been divided over how to equitably distribute the money.

As the cases headed to court in 2022, Mr. Jones's company declared bankruptcy. Mr. Jones declared personal bankruptcy soon afterward.

Since then, the families have been wrangling in bankruptcy court over assets and revenue that are far less than they originally envisioned. Mr. Jones's personal and business assets combined are worth less than $10 million, according to independent valuations presented in court. His lawyers and other bankruptcy professionals will be paid first, leaving even less for the families.

The Connecticut and Texas sides divided sharply over how to go after Free Speech Systems. Lawyers for the families who sued Mr. Jones in Connecticut -- the relatives of eight victims -- favored shutting down the company and liquidating its assets, with the money distributed among the family members.

Lawyers for families who sued Mr. Jones in Texas favored a settlement in which he would pay them a percentage of his income over the next decade, most likely netting more money for each relative. As a condition of the latter deal, Mr. Jones would have had to agree never to mention the shooting again.

The asset sale is probably the least lucrative option for the family members, though its potential for shutting down Infowars appealed to some. Juries in the two lawsuits awarded individual relatives widely varying amounts, and lawyers from the Connecticut and Texas sides have been dueling over how to fairly allocate the money.

The situation is further complicated by the fact that a jury has yet to decide how much in damages Mr. Jones must pay Lenny Pozner and Veronique De La Rosa, whose son Noah Pozner died in the shooting. 
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Biden, on 'The View,' Calls Trump a 'Loser' Who Lacks 'Redeeming Value'

President Biden became the first sitting president to appear live on "The View." He said he was "at peace" with his decision not to run again.

President Biden, appearing on "The View" for the 10th time on Wednesday, sought to put a positive spin on his decision to step aside in the race. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times



By Sheryl Gay Stolberg
Sheryl Gay Stolberg, a Washington correspondent, is traveling with President Biden in New York.


Sep 25, 2024 at 06:21 PM

President Biden on Wednesday delivered a blunt assessment of the character of his predecessor, telling the hosts of "The View" on ABC that "there's not a lot of socially redeeming value" to former President Donald J. Trump. Asked if he would have won if he stayed in the presidential race, Mr. Biden replied: "Yes. I was confident I would beat Trump. He's a loser."

But in an appearance that was part personal, part policy and part political, Mr. Biden said he was "at peace" with his decision not to run again. He also made an enthusiastic pitch for Vice President Kamala Harris: "She is smart as hell, No. 1," he said. He added that "she's tough, she's honorable, and the thing I like about her -- and one thing we share in common -- is that we have an optimistic view in the future."

Mr. Biden's appearance on the "The View," his 10th, was the first time a sitting president has appeared live on the show. His first appearance was when he was a senator in 2007. In 2010, Barack Obama became the first sitting president to appear on the show with a recorded interview.

The president's turn parrying questions from the six hosts of "The View" was one of a series of New York farewells for Mr. Biden. On Tuesday, he delivered his fourth and final address to the U.N. General Assembly. On Wednesday evening, the president and the first lady, Jill Biden, hosted a reception for world leaders at the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

As he did at the United Nations on Tuesday, Mr. Biden used his remarks at the Met to capture the arc of his 50-year political career, from his mother's advice -- "Joey, remember never bow, never bend, never yield and never give up" -- to a scene of him standing on the Tibetan Plateau with President Xi Jinping of China.

"He said, can you define America for me?" Mr. Biden recalled. "I said, yes, in one word: Possibilities. Possibilities. We believe anything is possible."

To that end, Mr. Biden said on "The View" that he still believed peace was possible in the Middle East, but also conceded that "all-out war is possible." But he issued a pointed warning about what American foreign policy would look like under a second Trump presidency, saying, that Mr. Trump "fails to understand the value of partners, the value of alliances, the value of bringing the world together."

Mr. Biden sought to put a positive spin on his decision to step aside. He said he had entered office expecting to be a "transition president" but decided to stay on because he was having "so much success in getting things done that people thought we couldn't get done," that he took longer "than I would have ordinarily" to pass the torch.

He insisted that his relationship with Nancy Pelosi, the former House speaker, who was instrumental in pushing Mr. Biden out of the race, was fine. And he said he "never fully believed the assertions that somehow there was this overwhelming reluctance" on the part of Democrats to have him run against Mr. Trump. He insisted his polling was "always within range of beating this guy."

He also made the usual jokes about his age. Looking at Alyssa Farah Griffin, a host, he said: "I know you're only 30, but it's hard to think of -- it's hard for me to even say how old I am. No, I'm serious. I give you my word. It's like, holy God, that can't be right, this can't be right ... No woman close to me is as old as I am. None." To which Whoopi Goldberg, another host, interjected, "Right now they are!"

Later, during a commercial break, an ABC employee pointed out that there was a 95-year-old woman in the audience. Mr. Biden flashed her a thumbs-up and said he wanted to meet her.

Mr. Biden received an enthusiastic welcome from the show's hosts, but none more enthusiastic than from Whoopi Goldberg, who said she did not like the way Democrats had treated him and likened Mr. Trump to "a bug" that kept buzzing around and would not go away.

"I'm going to just say it out loud, because nobody says it out loud," she said. "I didn't like the way it was done publicly."

To Mr. Biden she said, "You were my ride or die," adding, "I just want to say thank you, but thank you for everything you've done in my entire lifetime."
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Brandeis President Steps Down Amid Budget Issues and Protests

The university has seen major drops in enrollment, even as the president invited students concerned about protests and antisemitism on other campuses to transfer.

The president of Brandeis University, Ronald Liebowitz, had led the institution for eight years. Suzanne Kreiter/The Boston Globe, via Getty Images



By Stephanie Saul



Sep 25, 2024 at 06:55 PM

Brandeis University said on Wednesday that its president of eight years, Ronald D. Liebowitz, will step down. The announcement by the university's board of trustees followed a vote of no confidence in Dr. Liebowitz by the faculty, which accused him of "damaging errors in judgment and poor leadership."

In taking the vote, members of the faculty had cited budget and fund-raising shortfalls as well as what they viewed as an overreaction to pro-Palestinian student activists last year. Enrollment at the university had declined by about 9 percent in the past five years.

The faculty vote was adopted last week by a margin of only 10 votes, 159-149, and publicized on Tuesday, calling on the university's board of trustees to "act." On Wednesday morning, the trustees announced the resignation of Dr. Liebowitz, effective Nov. 1.

His departure marks at least the fifth major university president who has stepped down due, at least in part, to campus conflict over the war in Gaza.

Brandeis, a historically Jewish university in Waltham, Mass., was founded at a time when elite universities discriminated against Jewish applicants. The university, with a total enrollment of about 5,500 students, regards itself as secular, but the student body remains about one-third Jewish. It is also one of the smallest research universities and is known for its low student-to-faculty ratio.

Last fall, as protests over the Israel-Hamas war appeared on college campuses around the country, Brandeis cut ties with the campus chapter of the Students for Justice in Palestine. A pro-Palestinian demonstration also led to the arrests of seven people last fall, a surprising development on a campus known for its vibrant history of campus dissent.

In April, seeming to capitalize on its reputation as a Jewish institution, Dr. Liebowitz released an open letter inviting students to transfer to the university and extending the school's normal deadline for transfer applications.

Promising that Brandeis would provide an environment "free of harassment and Jew-hatred," Dr. Liebowitz wrote that "Jewish students are being targeted and attacked physically and verbally, preventing them from pursuing their studies and activities outside of class, just because they are Jewish or support Israel."

Professors later criticized the outreach and an accompanying advertising campaign, and noted that it yielded only a few new students.

Julie Jette, a spokeswoman for Brandeis, said Dr. Liebowitz would not be available for interviews. But in a letter to the Brandeis community, he seemed to refer to the geopolitical strife buffeting campuses, saying that his decision to resign was made "with mixed emotions because this is an exceptional institution, with great meaning, especially at this time, due to the reason for its founding."

The vote of no confidence resolution by the faculty had first circulated in May and resurfaced when classes resumed this month, passing on Sept. 20.

Documents circulated by the faculty before the resolution criticized Dr. Liebowitz for mismanagement, the elimination of 60 staff positions, the restructuring of its doctoral programs and social policy programs, crumbling infrastructure, and fund-raising deficits.

"It is especially striking that Dr. Liebowitz has been at Brandeis for eight years with no capital campaign," the documents said.

Dr. Liebowitz, 67, a former president at Middlebury College, holds a Ph.D. from Columbia University in geography.

In his letter to the Brandeis community, he said that leaving the university would provide him a "valuable moment" to create new pathways for innovation and reform in higher education.

The university announced that Brandeis's interim president would be Arthur Levine, a Brandeis alum who previously served as president of Teachers College at Columbia University.

Lisa R. Kranc, chair of Brandeis's board, applauded what she called Dr. Leibowitz's accomplishments, adding that the board had fully supported his position against antisemitism.

"Ron's stance that Brandeis will be free of harassment and free of Jew hatred, that's a stance that we subscribe to wholeheartedly," she said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/25/us/brandeis-university-president-resigns.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Biden Boasts of Climate Wins and Warns of Reversals Under Trump

At an event in New York, the president said federal investments in climate action would be at risk if former President Donald J. Trump retook the White House.

President Biden spoke at the Bloomberg Global Business Forum at the Plaza Hotel in New York City on Tuesday. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times



By Lisa Friedman



Sep 24, 2024 at 11:25 PM

President Biden on Tuesday celebrated his record overseeing historic action to fight climate change and warned that the Republican trying to succeed him, Donald J. Trump, would unwind those accomplishments and condemn "future generations to a more dangerous world."

The president delivered remarks to an adoring crowd at the Bloomberg Global Business Forum event during New York Climate Week that featured the actress Jane Fonda as well as Michael R. Bloomberg, the former mayor of New York.

Hours after addressing the United Nations General Assembly, Mr. Biden appeared at the Bloomberg event and took what amounted to a victory lap. He boasted that the 2022 Inflation Reduction Act, which is plowing more than $370 billion in tax rebates and subsidies into wind and solar energy, batteries and electric vehicles, was the largest climate investment "in the history of the world."

The president credited the law with reopening shuttered factories and creating more than 300,000 jobs, but also with fundamentally changing the conversation about climate change from one of planetary doom to one of economic opportunity. He also made a point of linking his policies to Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic presidential nominee.

"Kamala and I have pursued an ambitious climate policy focused on growth," Mr. Biden said. "This is a new formula on climate. Creating jobs and reducing pollution," he said.

Ms. Harris has not detailed how she would address climate change. Her campaign website highlights the climate law and pledges to "unite Americans to tackle the climate crisis as she builds on this historic work."

The president did not refer by name to Mr. Trump, the former Republican president who is running to retake the White House. Instead, he referred to him as "my predecessor," warning that his policies would cause economic devastation.

In response, Karoline Leavitt, Mr. Trump's campaign spokeswoman said, "Does anybody care what Joe Biden has to say anymore?"

Mr. Trump has promised to dismantle Mr. Biden's climate policies and promote more development of fossil fuels, the burning of which is driving climate change. Mr. Trump has said his administration would "drill, baby, drill" and "develop the liquid gold that is right under our feet."

Mr. Trump has railed against renewable energy, particularly windmills, by falsely suggesting they harm whales and pose health hazards.

Mr. Biden took a swipe at that misinformation, to the delight of the crowd. "By the way," Mr. Biden said in a sotto voce remark, "windmills do not cause cancer."

For many world leaders in New York this week, the November election loomed over discussions. Mr. Trump has also pledged to withdraw the United States from the Paris agreement on climate change, as he did during his first term. Mr. Biden has rejoined the treaty.

Ms. Harris, if elected, is expected to continue global engagement on climate and strengthen U.S. targets for cutting greenhouse gas emissions.

Mr. Biden described cutting fossil fuel pollution as a moral imperative. He spoke of touring communities ravaged by climate-fueled wildfires, hurricanes and floods and added that he had seen "more acreage burn to the ground than the entire state of Maryland -- just wildfires."

He described leaders of other countries, including Kenya, the United Arab Emirates, Australia, India and Japan, as eager to expand investments in clean energy and made the case that the world needed the United States to realize a global transition away from fossil fuels.

"If we don't lead who the hell leads?" Mr. Biden asked. "Who fills the vacuum?"
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Harris Casts Herself as a Pro-Business Pragmatist in a Broad Economic Pitch

Declaring "I am a capitalist" in a speech in Pittsburgh, Kamala Harris promised not to be "constrained by ideology" even as she said she would fiercely defend unions and the middle class.

During a speech at the Economic Club of Pittsburgh, Vice President Kamala Harris promised tax increases on the largest corporations while pledging tax breaks for small businesses and homebuilders. Erin Schaff/The New York Times



By Nicholas Nehamas and Reid J. Epstein
Nicholas Nehamas reported from Pittsburgh, and Reid J. Epstein from Washington.


Sep 25, 2024 at 10:36 PM

Vice President Kamala Harris laid out a broad vision of her economic plan on Wednesday as she sought to bridge the political divide between the progressive senator who ran for president in 2019 and the pragmatic, pro-business candidate she is presenting herself as now.

During a speech in Pittsburgh in which she declared "I am a capitalist," Ms. Harris promised to protect and expand U.S. manufacturing as she tried to convince voters that she will defend and lift up the middle class.

"From our earliest days, America's economic strength has been tied to our industrial strength," she said. "The same is true today. So I will recommit the nation to global leadership in the sectors that will define the next century."

Speaking not with the trappings of a raucous campaign rally but in front of the sober signage of the Economic Club of Pittsburgh, Ms. Harris delivered remarks seemingly tailored to voters sitting in wood-paneled offices reading the print edition of The Wall Street Journal. Such voters may have supported John McCain and Mitt Romney, and might believe the economy was better four years ago, but the Harris campaign appears to be hoping that many will now have trouble stomaching the idea of voting for former President Donald J. Trump.

Ms. Harris revealed little new about her economic plans in her 39-minute speech, but she reiterated many of the populist themes of her economic agenda. She promised tax increases on the largest corporations while pledging tax breaks for small businesses and homebuilders.

She also pledged to invest in what she described as some of the most promising industries of the 21st century: bio-manufacturing, aerospace, artificial intelligence, blockchain technology and clean energy.

The goal, she said, should be that "the next generation of breakthroughs -- from advanced batteries to geothermal to advanced nuclear -- are not just invented but built here in America by American workers."

Ms. Harris made her pitch in a Democratic stronghold that was once a capital of American industry, in a top battleground state that could determine the winner of the presidential election. She has previously given economic addresses on her plans to lower costs and to help small businesses. Her emphasis on manufacturing on Wednesday was a return to a more traditional Democratic talking point, one often highlighted by President Biden before he dropped out of the race in July.

Her speech tried to weave her economic themes together into a broader vision. She said she was "not constrained by ideology," an apparent response to polls that show some voters consider her too liberal. And she quoted the words of the investor Warren E. Buffett as the billionaire Mark Cuban, a Pittsburgh native and Harris supporter, listened from the fifth row of the audience. But she also pointed to her efforts as attorney general of California to hold corporate bad actors accountable.

Ms. Harris suggested that she would join a continuum of presidents who left legacies of major infrastructure improvements for the nation. She invoked Abraham Lincoln and the transcontinental railroad, Franklin D. Roosevelt and "bold persistent experimentation," Dwight D. Eisenhower and the interstate highway system, and John F. Kennedy and the space program.

She did not once mention Mr. Biden.

Along with the recitation of her economic agenda, Ms. Harris delivered a searing critique of Mr. Trump's policies. She said tariffs he has proposed would cost an average American family nearly $4,000 a year -- an estimate that Mr. Cuban, who went from endorsing Nikki Haley in the Republican primary race to becoming a Harris campaign surrogate in the general election, repeated on MSNBC shortly after Ms. Harris concluded her remarks, pronouncing her "better for business" than Mr. Trump.

Ms. Harris also called Mr. Trump "one of the biggest losers ever on manufacturing," said he had been "played by China" and accused him of allowing American manufacturing jobs to be moved to other countries.

And she tried out a new line in her long-running effort to define her opponent as a friend of billionaires and giant corporations, not the working class.

"For Donald Trump, our economy works best if it works for those who own the big skyscrapers," she said. "Not those who actually build them. Not those who wire them. Not those who mop the floors."

The Trump campaign was not impressed. It called her remarks "full of lies."

"Every time Kamala speaks, it becomes increasingly clear that only President Trump will make America wealthy again," said Karoline Leavitt, a spokeswoman for the former president's campaign.

Mr. Trump has eaten into Democrats' support among union members in Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, long known as the party's blue wall of crucial Northern presidential battlegrounds. Many voters say they trust Mr. Trump more than Ms. Harris to handle the economy, after several years of high inflation under the Biden administration, although some polls show a shrinking gap between the two candidates on the issue. Americans typically rank the economy as their top priority in this election.

At one point on Wednesday, Ms. Harris shouted out both the rank-and-file labor movement members who traditionally back her party and the city where she spoke. As president, she promised to offer tax credits for "expanding good union jobs in steel and iron and manufacturing communities like here in Mon Valley," short for the Monongahela Valley, an industrial region south of Pittsburgh that has suffered as American industry declined.

And she said she would "always be a strong supporter of workers and unions," adding that corporations needed to "respect the rights of workers and unions" or else face the threat of consequences from a Harris White House.

The Pittsburgh remarks were the third time since Ms. Harris became the Democratic presidential nominee that she has given what her campaign advertised as a major speech on the economy. Last month in North Carolina, she framed the campaign as a choice between what she cast as her forward-looking vision and Mr. Trump's backward-looking one, a theme she returned to in Pittsburgh.

"The best way to predict the future," she said on Wednesday, "is to invent it."
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news analysis


Harris's Economic Pitch: Capitalism for the Middle Class

In a major address in Pittsburgh, the vice president praised business and used technical language to court economy-minded voters skeptical of big government.

Vice President Kamala Harris delivered remarks on the economy in Pittsburgh. Erin Schaff/The New York Times



By Jim Tankersley
Jim Tankersley reported from Washington. He has covered policy proposals in presidential campaigns since the 2004 election.


Sep 25, 2024 at 11:14 PM

Vice President Kamala Harris wants voters to know that she is not a socialist.

That was the clear, unspoken theme of Ms. Harris's nearly 40-minute economic policy speech in Pittsburgh on Wednesday. It was why she paraphrased Warren Buffett, cited a survey of top economists and praised entrepreneurs in language that echoed Republican Senator Mitt Romney's presidential run a dozen years earlier.

Ms. Harris is locked in a tight presidential race with former President Donald J. Trump. Polls show that the economy remains the biggest issue in the race and that many undecided voters have concerns about Ms. Harris's ability to make things better. Mr. Trump has tried to deride Ms. Harris as a socialist, if not a communist. Polls suggest those attacks have raised doubts in some swing voters' minds about how Ms. Harris would wield government power to manage the economy.

And so, in what was billed as a major economic address with only weeks to go in the campaign, Ms. Harris sought to put those doubts to rest. In muted and technical language that seemed designed to court on-the-fence voters skeptical of the government's ability to solve major economic problems, Ms. Harris embraced capitalism and called herself a pragmatist who would not govern by ideology.

In front of an audience filled with business owners and entrepreneurs at the Economic Club of Pittsburgh, Ms. Harris promised to build an economy that gains strength from a growing middle class, grounded in "fairness, dignity and opportunity."

"I promise you I will be pragmatic in my approach," she said. "I will engage in what Franklin Roosevelt called bold, persistent experimentation. Because I believe we shouldn't be constrained by ideology, and instead should seek practical solutions to problems, realistic assessments of what is working and what is not, applying metrics to our analysis, applying facts to our analysis and stay focused, then, not only on the crises at hand but on our big goals, on what's best for America over the long term."

A moment later, she added: "Look, I am a capitalist."

Ms. Harris could have chosen a different path -- one that many progressives have urged her to take. She could have more clearly delineated who she sees as the villains of the economy -- namely big corporations.

Calling out economic villains is an approach that many Democrats begrudgingly credit Mr. Trump for taking, even as they disagree sharply with the groups he has chosen to cast as the bad guys, most notably immigrants. It is an approach that appears to resonate with some groups of swing voters, particularly men. Ms. Harris tried a version of it early in her campaign, blaming corporations for the elevated cost of groceries and proposing a federal ban on price gouging.

The vice president mentioned that ban on Wednesday, but she did not linger on it. It was one of a scattered selection of details from her campaign policy plans that she chose to highlight in her address.

Other plans seemed chosen to support her case that the best way to help Americans get ahead in the economy is by government empowering private companies. She reiterated plans to incentivize contractors to build more housing units to bring down the cost of rent. She proposed an expansion of a tax deduction for start-up companies to encourage more business formation. She frequently sought to contrast her approach with Mr. Trump's, and to cast his policy proposals as detrimental to workers and companies alike.

Ms. Harris is running to succeed President Biden, whose approval ratings on economic issues plummeted after a surge of inflation early in his term. Her speech, and her overall economic platform, made few overt breaks from Mr. Biden's agenda -- a combination of robust public investment and other government intervention, meant to revitalize American industry and with it the middle class.

But while Mr. Biden's speeches are built around empowering workers -- particularly union workers -- Ms. Harris focused more on removing what she calls the obstacles that people and companies face to get ahead in the economy. She has emphasized buying a home or starting a business as a way to build generational wealth. She makes clear concessions to industry concerns, like a line tucked into Wednesday's speech praising blockchain innovation, which seemed tailored for cryptocurrency entrepreneurs.

"She's an evolution of Bidenomics, in a lot of ways," said Ernie Tedeschi, a former chief economist at the White House Council of Economic Advisers under Mr. Biden. "Somebody summed it up as: middle-class capitalism," he added.

The key word there, as Ms. Harris's speech emphasized, is "capitalism." It's a word Mr. Biden uses, too. But it has become more urgent for Ms. Harris. She has tacked to the middle on economic issues since her short-lived campaign for the 2020 Democratic nomination, having disavowed support for her Medicare for All proposal in that race.

She did not propose any "for all" programs in her speech on Wednesday. She did say she wanted to help Americans afford vacations, and to buy Christmas presents without worry.

She drew a line between noble companies and the ones that rip people off, without exactly saying where that line was.

"I am a devout public servant," she said early on. "I also know the limitations of government."

She did not linger on those limitations, either.

Jeanna Smialek contributed reporting.
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Trump Golf Course Suspect Is Charged With Attempted Assassination

The new federal indictment in Florida comes on top of two gun charges against Ryan W. Routh, an itinerant contractor with an extensive criminal record.

In addition to the assassination charges, Ryan W. Routh was charged with possessing a firearm in furtherance of a crime of violence, along with assaulting or intimidating a Secret Service agent. Saul Martinez for The New York Times



By Glenn Thrush
Reporting from Washington


Sep 25, 2024 at 02:06 AM

The man accused of lurking with a gun near former President Donald J. Trump at one of his Florida golf courses was charged on Tuesday with the attempted assassination of a presidential candidate, a crime that carries a maximum penalty of life imprisonment.

The indictment was returned by a federal grand jury in Miami and filed in Federal District Court in southern Florida. The case was randomly assigned to Judge Aileen M. Cannon, the Trump-appointed judge who recently dismissed the case related to Mr. Trump's retention of classified documents after he left office.

The new charges against the suspect, Ryan W. Routh, 58, were expected. They come on top of two gun charges against Mr. Routh, an itinerant contractor with an extensive criminal record who exhorted Iran to assassinate Mr. Trump.

In addition to the assassination charges, Mr. Routh was charged with possessing a firearm in furtherance of a crime of violence, along with assaulting or intimidating a Secret Service agent -- possibly referring to reports of his pointing the rifle in the direction of the agents before fleeing the perimeter of the Trump International Golf Club in West Palm Beach.

Earlier on Tuesday, a federal magistrate judge ordered Mr. Routh held until trial, citing his "lengthy criminal history with over a hundred arrests," a history of weapons violations and his recent travel to Ukraine and Taiwan, which made him a flight risk.

Just hours before that, federal prosecutors in North Carolina unsealed charges against Mr. Routh's son, Oran A. Routh, accusing him of buying and possessing child pornography. An F.B.I. search of his apartment for evidence in his father's case uncovered "hundreds" of sexual images on his phone involving children as young as 6, according to a court filing.

According to prosecutors, Ryan Routh appeared to have surveyed the grounds of the golf course for about a month before his arrest. On Sept. 15, according to the indictment, Mr. Routh positioned himself outside the fence near the sixth hole, where around 1:30 p.m. a Secret Service agent on a golf cart who was scouting one hole ahead of the former president saw part of Mr. Routh's face and the barrel of his gun.

At the time he was spotted, prosecutors said, Mr. Routh was aligned directly with the sixth hole, with the intention of shooting Mr. Trump from a relatively short distance using a semiautomatic rifle. A rifle equipped with a scope was found abandoned at the scene; it had a round in the chamber and a total of 11 rounds loaded. Investigators found Mr. Routh's fingerprint on duct tape affixing the scope to the weapon, according to the indictment.

Mr. Routh did not fire before Secret Service agents fired at him. He fled in a black S.U.V. but was arrested less than an hour later by local sheriff's deputies.

"This was an assassination attempt on Donald Trump, but I failed you," Mr. Routh wrote in a note that was placed inside a box that he left at a friend's house in North Carolina, according to prosecutors.

"I tried my best and gave it all the gumption I could muster," the note continued. "It is up to you to finish the job, and I will offer $150,000 to whomever can complete the job."

During a detention hearing on Monday, Mr. Routh's lawyers argued that their client was not a flight risk and did not pose a serious threat to the community. The judge disagreed and ordered that Mr. Routh be held in jail without bond. His lawyer did not immediately respond to an email on Tuesday seeking comment about the new charges.

Attorney General Merrick B. Garland, speaking to reporters at the Justice Department, had said earlier on Tuesday that the new indictment was imminent.

"Violence targeting public officials endangers everything our country stands for," Mr. Garland said. "The Justice Department will not tolerate violence that strikes at the heart of our democracy, and we will find and hold accountable those who perpetrate it. This must stop."
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Leadership, but No Clear Leader, Failed at Tragic Trump Rally

A Senate committee report on the Secret Service's inability to protect the former president at a July event depicts a lack of individual responsibility among those charged with planning.

The report painted a portrait of hapless on-site leadership, unaware of potential threats to former President Donald J. Trump's safety, and a culture within the agency of individuals unwilling to take responsibility for those failures. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Luke Broadwater, Kate Kelly and Eileen Sullivan
Luke Broadwater and Eileen Sullivan reported from Washington. Kate Kelly reported from New York.


Sep 25, 2024 at 10:05 AM

No one was in charge of planning and security decisions for the July 13 campaign rally where former President Donald J. Trump was shot, according to a preliminary report released Wednesday by a Senate committee that described a withering list of Secret Service failings.

Diffuse and blurred leadership roles for the event in Butler, Pa., led to communications breakdowns and security lapses, the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs committee found. There was confusion over who was supposed to secure the building from which the gunman opened fire. There were multiple plans in place, none of them definitive. There were urgent warnings that were picked up but then dropped.

The report painted a portrait of hapless on-site leadership unaware of potential threats to Mr. Trump's safety and a culture within the agency of individuals unwilling to take responsibility for those failures. Even after many hours of testimony, the committee said that no one involved in the rally's security plans could say who made the call to exclude from the security perimeter a set of nearby warehouses, one of which the gunman eventually climbed onto and used as a perch to shoot at Mr. Trump.

"Everybody points fingers at someone else," Senator Rand Paul of Kentucky, the top Republican on the panel, said in remarks to reporters on Tuesday.

The committee report also describes an agency struggling with the basics of operating technology to do its job, with agents who had faulty radios and nonfunctioning drone-detection devices. An agent with only three months' training on the drone equipment could not get it to work and turned to calling a toll-free tech support hotline "to start troubleshooting with the company," which took several hours.

Senator Gary Peters, Democrat of Michigan and the committee's chairman, stressed the panel would continue digging into the 2,800 pages of documents obtained from law enforcement and pushing for more interviews before issuing a final report. The interim report details multiple information requests that have yet to be answered.

"These problems, unfortunately, continue to remain unaddressed, and that must change," Mr. Peters said.

In a statement, the Secret Service spokesman, Anthony Guglielmi, said many of the Senate findings were in line with the agency's internal review.

"The weight of our mission is not lost on us," Mr. Guglielmi said. He said the agency would continue to cooperate with Senate investigators, though some of the senators leading the inquiry have said the agency had not provided crucial material despite their requests.

Many aspects of the report largely echoed the findings of an investigation by The New York Times that noted disorganized communications, dropped security warnings and a lack of personnel as contributors to the assassination attempt. But the committee's work added new detail, testimony and findings.

The Secret Service had "credible intelligence" of a threat to Mr. Trump before he took the stage for the rally at the Butler Farm Show grounds, but the agency failed to take the necessary steps to stop an attempt on his life, the report found.

Before the gunman, Thomas Crooks of Bethel Park, Pa., climbed atop the warehouse, the Secret Service had identified the building as a potentially vulnerable area. But it left the roof nevertheless unmanned.


Technology breakdowns also hurt the agency that day. Radio communications were hampered by technical failures that rendered some devices inoperable. One agent was so busy trying to fix his own radio that he failed to pick up the local police radio he had been offered. Had he grabbed that radio, he would have heard the local police traffic describing a suspicious person, who turned out to be Mr. Crooks, in real time.

And Secret Service site leadership was largely out of the loop as critical security information was picked up by frontline officers.

Secret Service snipers reacted to a shooter during a campaign event for Mr. Trump in July. Eric Lee/The New York Times


Among those interviewed for the 94-page document was the lead Secret Service counter sniper, unnamed in the report, who detailed the chaos and the communication breakdowns.

The lead counter sniper, identified by The Times as John Marciniak, conducted advance work for the event and also worked as part of the two-man counter-sniper team that ultimately shot and killed Mr. Crooks. He testified that the had been aware of a potentially serious security risk before Mr. Crooks fired shots. But he told the committee that he never considered sharing that information with the agents who were standing close to Mr. Trump.

"When we looked, just plain eyes, no optics or anything, you could see police running towards the building with their hands on their pistols," Mr. Marciniak told the committee. "I think one actually had a pistol facing towards the ground, out of a holster. That's a pretty big deal for us, so immediately we turned and faced our guns towards the threat area."

Nonetheless, added Mr. Marciniak, the thought of notifying Mr. Trump's shift agents so they could get him off the stage at that moment "did not cross my mind."

As for the other top Secret Service leaders at the site, they did not even receive the information about a suspicious man -- and that he had a range finder -- until Mr. Crooks fired his shots, the report found.

One of those leaders, called the site counterpart, told the committee that she did not know what was going on. It quotes her as saying, "I can't put out fires that I don't know exist."

The service's decision-making, which involved compiling resource requests and relaying them to supervisors in Washington for approval and coordinating between Mr. Trump's detail and the local field office, led to confusion. Even now, it remains uncertain who was assigned with setting the inner perimeter for event security -- a crucial designation that determines the area of responsibility for the Secret Service as well as for local law enforcement.

During Congressional interviews, the very agents who were collectively in charge of securing the event said the specific lines of responsibility were murky.

"Key U.S.S.S. personnel responsible for planning, coordinating, communicating and securing the Butler, Pa. rally on July 13, declined to acknowledge individual areas of responsibility for planning or security as having contributed to the failure to prevent the shooting that day," the report states. "U.S.S.S. Advance Agents told the Committee that planning and security decisions were made jointly, with no specific individual responsible for approval."

The committee also did not get a clear answer as to who held responsibility for securing the roofs of the warehouses, which are owned by the manufacturer AGR International, from which the gunman opened fire.

"There were several different plans in place, different pieces of the puzzle from the advance that all had their own stake in making sure that that building was not accessible," the lead advance agent, who has been identified by The Times as Meredith Bank, told the committee.

The special agent in charge of the Pittsburgh office, who is listed on a preliminary personnel document that has been reviewed by The Times as one of the senior-most people involved in the event, described his role as, essentially, tangential.

The supervisory agent -- whom The Times has identified as Timothy Burke -- described his duties this way: "I'm there just if something comes up and somebody needs help or if there's something with our local or state partners or something else comes up -- I'm there to help assist with that."

However, Mr. Burke could not, in fact, communicate easily with fellow agents at the Butler rally because he had given his own radio to Ms. Bank after she discovered that hers wasn't working properly, he told the committee.

Mr. Burke also noted that he had not been made aware of what the report describes as "credible intelligence" of potential violence against Mr. Trump -- later identified as a state-sponsored assassination attempt from Iran -- and might have pushed for either different security measures or a relocation of the event indoors had he known.

The committee found that Mr. Burke never received a copy of the operational security plan.

The agency's efforts were riddled with numerous other failures of both equipment and communication, the report states.

Because of technical issues, the Secret Service had "no drone detection capabilities" until very close to the event's slated starting time, making it impossible for the service to flag Mr. Crooks's own drone surveillance of the rally site in the hours before the event.

Freight trucks, which could have helped block a potential shooter's line of sight to the stage, were available nearby, the report said. But they were never placed between the warehouse and the stage, and it was not clear why.

During their interviews, senators said that while they did not suspect anyone of attempting to mislead Congress, they were troubled by some testimony, said Senator Richard Blumenthal, Democrat of Connecticut.

"There's no evidence that anybody lied to us. At the same time, there are a lot of indications of sheer incompetence or absence of recollection that create additional doubts about what was done on July, 13," he said.

In the aftermath of July 13, Kimberly A. Cheatle, the former Secret Service director, resigned. But Mr. Paul suggested more repercussions were necessary.

"Whoever was in charge of security on the day of Butler, whoever's in charge of security during the recent assassination attempt, those people can't be in charge," he said.
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Ted Cruz Is Again Fighting for Political Survival in Texas

The fiery senator, who was nearly unseated in 2018, has been trying to rebrand himself in a close race against a Democratic congressman and former N.F.L. player, Colin Allred.

Senator Ted Cruz at a campaign event in Houston last month. Callaghan O'Hare for The New York Times



By J. David Goodman
Reporting from Houston and from a series of campaign events around Harris County


Sep 24, 2024 at 05:04 PM

On a late summer afternoon, Colin Allred, the Democratic challenger to U.S. Senator Ted Cruz of Texas, mingled his way through a barbershop in a historically Black neighborhood of Houston.

As he did so, a barber confessed that he had never heard of Mr. Allred, a Dallas congressman and former N.F.L. linebacker, until he was told the candidate would be coming by the shop. Neither had his client.

"Everybody knows Ted," said the barber, Christopher Williams. "He's not giving nothing up. It's going to be a fight, and I love a good fight."

In recent weeks, the race for U.S. Senate in Texas has grown increasingly competitive, with negative ads appearing with every channel flip and public polls showing a contest within single digits. Mr. Cruz, who is running for a third term, has been leading, but he attracts less support than former President Donald J. Trump does.

So what may have seemed like a sure thing for Republicans in the Republican-dominated state has some party officials in Texas concerned.

"The current reality is that Texas is too close for comfort," Matt Mackowiak, head of the Travis County Republican Party, said in a letter to state party leaders.

The race is on track to be one of the most expensive in state history. But among Democrats, it has still not generated anything like the fervor or attention of 2018, when another little-known congressman, Beto O'Rourke, barnstormed his way to nearly defeating Mr. Cruz.

Colin Allred, the Democratic challenger to Mr. Cruz, at a campaign event in Dallas last month.  Desiree Rios for The New York Times


Mr. O'Rourke's near victory is still frequently mentioned by Texas Democrats, the what-could-have-been moment that, in other elections since, they have been chasing and failing to replicate. A Democrat has not won statewide in Texas in 30 years.

But the near defeat has fueled Mr. Cruz's determination not to let Republicans get overconfident this time. He has been trying to pull off a difficult political trick for a politician whose name ID is nearly universal: to remake his firebrand persona into something more approachable.

"They're going to tell you I am a horrible creature who devours kittens at sunrise, which is ridiculous," Mr. Cruz told campaign volunteers earlier this year, joking about his image in the media months before Republicans began accusing migrants in Ohio of eating pets. "Everyone knows you eat kittens at night."

The senator's campaign has worried that a close race down the stretch could invite new rounds of investment from Democrats, and that some middle-of-the-road Texas voters, unsatisfied with either Mr. Trump or his Democratic rival, Vice President Kamala Harris, may nevertheless vote in the Senate race.

That has led to a big fight over voters in the middle. Both candidates have tried to claim the mantle of bipartisanship. Both have rolled out endorsements by members of the opposite party.

Liz Cheney, the former Republican representative from Wyoming, is backing Mr. Allred. Kim Ogg, the Democratic district attorney for Harris County, which includes Houston, has been vocal in her support for Mr. Cruz.

Mr. Allred has demonstrated an ability to raise money to bombard the airwaves with ads and a willingness to go on the attack against Mr. Cruz.

Mr. Cruz, who is running for a third term, has been leading, but he attracts less support than former President Donald J. Trump does. Callaghan O'Hare for The New York Times


Perhaps never has a race for Senate included so many mentions of Cancun, Mexico, where Mr. Cruz went vacationing during a 2021 winter storm in Texas that left more than 200 people dead. Mr. Allred finds ways to bring it up whenever possible, including in an ad about Social Security and Medicare.

Mr. Allred, 41, played linebacker for the Tennessee Titans before becoming a lawyer. In 2018, he defeated a Republican incumbent in a close race to win his congressional seat in Dallas.

"Change can happen quickly in Texas," Mr. Allred, who is Black, said in an interview in which he talked about the diversity of the state. "What we have to do in Texas is embrace who we actually are, which is that diversity and that complexity that comes with it. Instead of being afraid of it."

A first debate in the race is scheduled for Oct. 15.

Like many Democrats in 2024, Mr. Allred has made reproductive rights a central part of his campaign. He has also stressed his work on local projects, like getting a veterans hospital for the Dallas area. And he has tried to separate his race from the presidential contest, endorsing Ms. Harris while mostly not talking about her as he campaigns.

But Mr. Allred remains far less known than Mr. Cruz, even among voters in historically Black areas like Houston's Third and Fifth Wards. Mr. Allred will need high turnout in such areas, and among Democrats in the state's growing suburbs, to win.

It has not always appeared to be forthcoming.

"I'm not really into voting this year," said Michelle Morris, 66, a resident of the Fifth Ward. She said she had heard of Mr. Allred, describing him as "pretty honest and pretty decent," but said she remained frustrated by other Democrats who she felt had not followed through on their promises.

Mr. Allred has been banking on his ability to raise money to bombard the airwaves with ads, holding campaign events primarily in the major cities where most Texas Democrats live and going hard on the attack against Mr. Cruz. Desiree Rios for The New York Times


Her concerns were not about abortion or the border but the lack of grocery stores or good services in her neighborhood. 

The Cruz campaign still sees the race as a very close one.

In an interview, Mr. Cruz said that Republicans had learned from the narrow victory over Mr. O'Rourke in 2018 not to take anything for granted. 

"It is easier now to convince people that there is a real threat," he said.

Mr. Cruz, 53, rose to prominence as a partisan warrior, part of the insurgent Tea Party wave. But recently he has stressed his record of working with Democrats in the Senate on bills, including addressing explicit "deepfake" imagery and creating new bridges for commercial traffic to and from Mexico.

At the same time, Mr. Cruz, who is the son of a Cuban immigrant, also blamed Democrats for the surge in migrants at the border, which he called an "invasion" and a deliberate attempt to increase their partisan advantage.

"They see future Democrat voters," Mr. Cruz said.

The border with Mexico, which runs 1,254 miles in Texas, is a big issue for the state's voters, many of whom experience the surges in arrivals firsthand.

This month, Mr. Cruz helped spread the baseless idea that Haitian migrants in Springfield, Ohio, had been eating household pets, posting an image of cowering kittens.

Mr. Allred, for his part, has distanced himself from the Biden administration on immigration and has tried going on the attack, airing ads with border sheriffs and constables highlighting Mr. Cruz's opposition to a bipartisan border deal this year. 

In response, Mr. Cruz has resurfaced comments that Mr. Allred made during the Trump administration calling a border wall "racist." Mr. Allred said his description had been taken out of context. 

Mr. Cruz rose to prominence as a partisan warrior, part of the insurgent Tea Party wave.  Callaghan O'Hare for The New York Times


Mr. Allred has tried to focus instead on the effects of Texas' total ban on abortion, which does not provide exceptions in cases of rape and incest. He supports a national law to restore the protections of Roe v. Wade. Mr. Cruz said the matter should be left to individual states. 

"Questions like that are decided by the voters," Mr. Cruz said.

Elsewhere, the Allred campaign has attacked Mr. Cruz for a deal he has with iHeartMedia, which hosts his thrice-weekly "Verdict With Ted Cruz" podcast. Though Mr. Cruz is not paid, iHeartMedia has transferred nearly $800,000 of what it said was "advertising sales revenue" to a super PAC supporting the senator's re-election. (Candidates are limited by law from soliciting more than $5,000 for super PACs.)

Mr. Cruz said that the podcast was "integral to the job" of talking to voters. 

The vastness of Texas, with around 18 million registered voters, makes reaching voters costly and time consuming. Both candidates plan to sprint around the state in the closing weeks.

During his visit to the Houston barbershop, Mr. Allred spoke with Mr. Williams, the barber, describing his modest upbringing by a single mother and his determination to fight hard in the election. Mr. Williams appeared to be won over.

"I wasn't going to vote before y'all came," Mr. Williams said to the candidate.

But Mr. Cruz, too, has attracted new supporters. Michael Manuel, a clothing store owner from Beaumont, said he became politically involved after the pandemic, when business closures and violent protests against the police drove him to support Mr. Trump.

At an event in Houston, Mr. Manuel displayed his support for Mr. Cruz with a large "C" on his shirt.

"I wasn't a registered voter before 2021," Mr. Manuel said. "I went from zero to 100."

As Mr. Cruz spoke at the event, a protester began shouting over him about his support for Israel. The crowd quickly drowned out the protester, with some chanting "Ted! Ted! Ted!"

A similar scene played out at a rally for Mr. Allred a week earlier. As the candidate spoke, a protester began yelling about Israel's actions in Gaza. Mr. Allred responded by leading the crowd in a chant.

"Hope! Hope! Hope!" the Democrats said together.
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Baldwin, With Shapiro in Tow, Looks For 'Trump-Tammy Voters' in Wisconsin

The Democratic senator, who is seeking a third term in a politically competitive state, rallied with the Pennsylvania governor, who has a track record of appealing to voters in rural, conservative-leaning areas.

Polling has shown Senator Tammy Baldwin's lead over her Republican opponent shrinking in recent weeks, setting up Wisconsin's as one of the most competitive Senate races in the nation. Narayan Mahon for The New York Times



By Catie Edmondson
Catie Edmondson, who covers Congress, reported from campaign stops in Richland Center and Dodgeville, Wis.


Sep 24, 2024 at 04:48 PM

Gov. Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania was stumping for Senator Tammy Baldwin outside a refurbished gas station here in central Wisconsin on Saturday when a heckler drove by shouting, "Trump 2024!"

"I don't think he's for us," Mr. Shapiro told the assembled crowd outside the building, which now serves as the Richland County Democrats' office. "That's OK."

It was at least the third disruption during a short campaign stop that was punctuated by cars and pickup trucks driving by, revving their engines over the Democratic duo and shouting pro-Trump slogans.

The hostile territory was the point. Ms. Baldwin had brought Mr. Shapiro, a Democrat whose talent for appealing to Republicans and independents has become a central part of his brand, to help her as she faces a tough re-election bid in her own battleground state. The two made campaign stops over the weekend here in south-central Wisconsin, in a pair of rural counties that reliably voted for Donald J. Trump in 2016 and 2020.

Despite the deep well of support here for Mr. Trump, Ms. Baldwin won these counties by double digits in 2018, victories that helped her coast to a second term in the U.S. Senate. But this year, Mr. Trump is on the ballot, posing a steeper challenge. To win her re-election race in November against Eric Hovde, a Republican banking executive, Ms. Baldwin will have to replicate the same success -- or at least limit a hemorrhaging of support from Trump voters -- this time with the former president atop the ticket.

"In my last race, in 2018, about 10 percent of voters walked into the voting booth and voted for Scott Walker for governor and Tammy Baldwin for U.S. Senate," Ms. Baldwin said, referring to the Republican who led the state but lost his re-election bid that year. "So, yes, there's a lot of split-ticket voters. I do think that that has diminished. Obviously, there's a difference between a midterm and a presidential, but I know some Trump-Tammy voters."

Gov. Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania campaigning with Ms. Baldwin on Saturday. "Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Michigan -- the three 'blue wall' states, so to speak -- are critical," he said.  Narayan Mahon for The New York Times


Polling has shown Ms. Baldwin's lead over Mr. Hovde shrinking in recent weeks, setting up Wisconsin's as one of the most competitive Senate races in the nation as the two parties vie for control of the chamber. So it made sense for her to enlist Mr. Shapiro, the popular Pennsylvania governor whose national profile has risen since he was on Vice President Kamala Harris's short list for running mates, to help her appeal to a critical swath of voters in the quiet rolling hills of the state.

As Democrats have faced eroding support from working-class voters in rural areas, the party has begun to lean on messengers like Mr. Shapiro and Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, now the vice-presidential nominee, who have proved their ability to appeal to voters in more conservative areas. A handout at the Democratic offices here for volunteers speaking with voters stressed that Mr. Walz is a "lifelong hunter and gun owner" and "believes in Midwest common sense, being a good neighbor and allegiance to the U.S. of America."

"There's a handful of states that are likely to determine the outcome of this election," Mr. Shapiro said, when asked what he was doing on the campaign trail in Wisconsin. "Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Michigan -- the three 'blue wall' states, so to speak -- are critical. And I want to do everything I can to not just get the vote out in Pennsylvania but get the vote out in those states, as well."

The pair of events in central Wisconsin on Saturday with Ms. Baldwin -- including one held inside a barn in Dodgeville, steps away from a yellow cornfield where attendees sipped cider and munched on cubes of cheddar adorned with tiny American flags -- were Mr. Shapiro's first stops as a surrogate outside of his home state.

They are not likely to be his last.

He has already campaigned extensively in rural and working-class counties of Pennsylvania on behalf of the Harris campaign, in patches of the state where he outperformed President Biden in order to win the governorship in 2022. In that race, he put money behind television ads featuring Trump voters who were supporting him.

"Finally, a Democrat I can vote for!" one enthused in a direct-to-camera shot.

"I think it was important that we showed up on their terms," Mr. Shapiro said of the 2022 contest during an interview over lunch with Ms. Baldwin. He noted that he had campaigned in urban areas and more rural ones, including meeting voters at their local gun club in Butler County, Pa., "which actually doesn't look a whole lot different in some parts from here in this area."

"When you actually drill down and listen, even though the communities look really different, folks kind of basically want the same few things," he continued. "They want good schools and safe communities. They want opportunity -- economic opportunity -- whether it's running their small business or being able to have the opportunity to afford your home. And they kind of want their rights and freedoms protected. They want government to be out of their lives. And that is what I hear in rural areas, suburban, urban areas."

Mr. Shapiro and Ms. Baldwin made campaign stops over the weekend in south-central Wisconsin, in rural counties that reliably voted for Donald J. Trump in 2016 and 2020. Narayan Mahon for The New York Times


He was talking about voters like Marvin Ford, the kind that Ms. Baldwin will need to win in November.

Mr. Ford, who is self-employed, came to Ms. Baldwin's rally in Richland Center, where he lives, to hear her message on the economy and immigration. Before the event, he said he was not sure whom he would vote for in November, either for president or senator, but said that he had voted for Mr. Trump in 2020 because he wanted to support someone who would secure the southern border.

He had not voted for Ms. Baldwin previously, he said, but thought she had done "a great job so far," and was rethinking his support for Mr. Trump because he was concerned about "his ethics."

"You know, all his investigations, criminal trials," Mr. Ford said.

In her remarks, Ms. Baldwin did not address immigration, but spoke about her work to include "Buy American provisions" in the Biden administration's bipartisan infrastructure bill.

"There's a company in Kenosha, Wis., that's doubling from 200 employees to 400 employees to make some of the components we need for our broadband buildup," she said. "We are seeing those jobs come back. You can stand up to powerful interests and you can win."

Mr. Ford appeared particularly interested in Mr. Shapiro's comments, nodding along as the governor praised Ms. Baldwin for running on what he called "common-sense principles; around the idea of getting stuff done; of showing up in communities, not writing certain people off because of maybe how they vote in a national election."

As Democrats have faced eroding support from working-class voters in rural areas, the party has begun to lean on messengers like Mr. Shapiro, who have proved their ability to appeal to voters in more conservative areas.  Narayan Mahon for The New York Times


Afterward, before posing for pictures with both elected officials, he said he remained undecided but was now leaning toward supporting Ms. Baldwin because of her comments about her support for the Affordable Care Act.

For weeks across the state, in speeches that span her positions on preserving reproductive rights, boosting American jobs and Wisconsin's dairy farms, and supporting gay marriage, Ms. Baldwin has drawn the biggest applause when she spoke about how she pushed for the health care law to allow young people to stay on their parents' health insurance until age 26.

"I'm on Obamacare right now," Mr. Ford said. "So, you know, I don't want it to end."

Still, in counties like these with Mr. Trump at the top of the ticket, Ms. Baldwin has an uphill battle on her hands.

Departing the Democratic office, one voter called out to a member of Ms. Baldwin's staff: "How does someone get the courage to put a Tammy sign up when you have a neighbor who has, like, 16 Trump signs up?"

Bev Pestel, who leads the Richland Center chapter of Economic Equity Now, which is funded by the Patriotic Millionaires, conceded at the Dodgeville rally that the area was home to "a lot of devoted MAGA folks who are very angry."

"Our mission," she said, "is to chip away one voter at a time."
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Former Memphis Officer Apologizes for His Role in Tyre Nichols's Death

Desmond Mills Jr., who testified against his former colleagues, broke down in court, saying, "I made his child fatherless."

Desmond Mills Jr., a former Memphis police officer, in court last year. Brandon Dill/Associated Press



By Ben Stanley and Emily Cochrane
Ben Stanley reported from Memphis, and Emily Cochrane from Nashville.


Sep 24, 2024 at 11:20 PM

Desmond Mills Jr. watched the footage from his body camera, the Memphis courtroom silent except for the sounds of punches and Tyre Nichols's agonized cries for his mother.

Then, Mr. Mills began to cry.

"I wish I could have stopped those punches," Mr. Mills said through sobs during his testimony on Tuesday. "It hurt to watch. It hurt inside so much. I felt bad every time his picture is on the screen -- to know I'm part of that."

"I made his child fatherless," he added. "I'm sorry."

The apology from Mr. Mills, a former Memphis police officer who has pleaded guilty to federal charges, was the first explicit statement of remorse from any of the five officers charged in connection with Mr. Nichols's beating and death in January 2023. Mr. Nichols, a 29-year-old FedEx worker, died three days after the beating, leaving behind a young son.

The dramatic admission came as prosecutors appeared to be nearing the end of their case against three of Mr. Mills's former colleagues, who are on trial on charges of violating Mr. Nichols's civil rights and conspiring to lie about it.

Mr. Mills had pleaded guilty to two felony charges of excessive force and obstruction of justice. Another former officer, Emmitt Martin III, also pleaded guilty weeks before the trial began.

Prosecutors recommended that Mr. Mills serve up to 15 years in prison, and Mr. Martin up to 40 years. Their testimony and Mr. Mills's body camera footage are central to the prosecutors' case against Tadarrius Bean, Demetrius Haley and Justin Smith, the three former officers on trial. (All five officers also face state charges, including second-degree murder.)

Mr. Martin was among the first witnesses the prosecutors called to testify, walking the jury through the culture of the street crime unit that the officers belonged to, the pent-up anger that he felt, and the punches and blows laid on Mr. Nichols after he fled the police during a Jan. 7, 2023, traffic stop. Mr. Martin remained largely stoic during his testimony, even as he told prosecutors that Mr. Nichols did not present a threat to officers and that the amount of violent force was unnecessary.

Other witnesses, including emergency medical personnel, were visibly upset when shown either the body camera footage or a photo of a bloodied Mr. Nichols.

Mr. Nichols's mother, RowVaughn Wells, has avoided watching the footage, repeatedly walking out of the courtroom during testimony. She looked directly at Mr. Mills during his testimony with a stony look on her face.

But Mr. Mills was easily the most emotional witness, as a Justice Department prosecutor paused clips of his body camera footage and asked him to identify the uses of force and who was responsible. In doing so, Mr. Mills also described his own brutality: how he pepper-sprayed Mr. Nichols, and then struck Mr. Nichols three times with a baton because he was angry about having sprayed himself in the process.

Asked why he told Mr. Nichols to give the police his hands, Mr. Mills replied: "To make it look better, even though it wasn't."

Mr. Mills also corroborated some of Mr. Martin's testimony, about the practice of using extra force as "a punishment" for people who ran away from the police or caused them extra work. Under questioning, Mr. Mills acknowledged that he had hoped his testimony and plea agreement would lead to a lighter sentence from the judge later this year.

He also addressed Mr. Nichols's child, telling the courtroom, "I pray this child has everything he needs growing up."

Mr. Mills's testimony is expected to continue on Wednesday, and defense lawyers will also have the opportunity to cross-examine him.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/24/us/politics/tyre-nichols-desmond-mills-memphis.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Missouri Man Executed After Long Fight for Exoneration

Marcellus Williams, who was convicted of a 1998 murder in suburban St. Louis, maintained he was innocent. But the courts and the governor were not persuaded.

The Missouri Supreme Court building in Jefferson City. Nathan Papes/Springfield News-Leader, via USA Today Network



By Shaila Dewan



Sep 25, 2024 at 12:39 AM

The state of Missouri executed Marcellus Williams on Tuesday evening by lethal injection, over the objections of the local prosecutor whose office obtained Mr. Williams's murder conviction in 2003.

Mr. Williams, who for decades maintained his innocence, had in recent days sought clemency from the governor and a stay of execution from the State Supreme Court. But on Monday, both the governor, Mike Parson, and the State Supreme Court turned him down, and on Tuesday the U.S. Supreme Court, his last hope, declined to intervene.

He was pronounced dead at 6:10 p.m. at a state prison in Bonne Terre, the Missouri Department of Corrections said in a statement.  

Mr. Williams's lawyer, Tricia Rojo Bushnell of the Midwest Innocence Project, said it was unjust to execute a man when the prosecutor's office had admitted it was wrong and had fought to overturn the death sentence. "The execution of an innocent person is the most extreme manifestation of Missouri's obsession with finality over truth, justice and humanity," she said.

"Marcellus Williams should be alive today," the local prosecutor, Wesley Bell, said in a statement. "There were multiple points in the timeline when decisions could have been made that would have spared him the death penalty."

Over the years Mr. Williams, 55, had received stays of execution -- one in 2015 and one in 2017 -- but neither led to his conviction's being thrown out.

Mr. Williams had sought clemency from the governor and a stay of execution from state and federal courts. Marcellus Williams legal team


A law enacted in 2021 gave him another path to challenge his conviction in the 1998 killing of Felicia Gayle, a well-known newspaper reporter, in her suburban St. Louis home. Under the law, prosecutors can bring a motion to overturn a conviction if they believe there has been a miscarriage of justice. Mr. Bell, the prosecuting attorney for St. Louis County, reviewed Mr. Williams's case and filed such a motion last January.

The law has been used only a handful of times. In the three cases that proceeded to the hearing stage, judges agreed to exonerate the defendants in question. But Mr. Williams's case turned out to be different.

Mr. Bell's 63-page motion contended that there had been several violations of Mr. Williams's constitutional rights during the investigation and the trial. In the filing, Mr. Bell asserted that a defense lawyer had not presented mitigating evidence that could have spared Mr. Williams the death penalty and that a prosecutor had improperly rejected Black potential jurors, resulting in a jury with 11 white members and one Black member. Mr. Williams was Black, and Ms. Gayle, the victim, was white.

Mr. Bell, a Democrat who recently won the Democratic primary for a congressional seat, also wrote that there was ample reason to believe that Mr. Williams was innocent. He detailed multiple issues with the credibility of the two key witnesses against Mr. Williams and noted that Mr. Williams was not the source of footprints or hairs found at the crime scene, nor of DNA found on the murder weapon.

Mr. Williams did sell a laptop computer that was stolen from Ms. Gayle's home, but Mr. Bell said there was evidence that he had received the computer from his girlfriend, who became one of the two witnesses against him in the belief that she would receive leniency in her own criminal cases, he said. Both witnesses died in the intervening years.

While the motion by Mr. Bell's office wended its way through the court system, the state attorney general, Andrew Bailey, a Republican who was facing his own primary election challenge, asked the State Supreme Court to set an execution date for Mr. Williams. The court scheduled the execution for Sept. 24.

A rally to support Marcellus Williams, a Missouri death row inmate, in Clayton, Mo., in August. Jim Salter/Associated Press


A hearing on Mr. Bell's motion was scheduled for August. But just before that date, his office received a new analysis of the DNA on the murder weapon, a kitchen knife. Instead of pointing to an unknown suspect, which would have bolstered the case for Mr. Williams's innocence, the analysis showed that the knife had been handled by a prosecutor and an investigator at the trial.

The finding led Mr. Bell to back away from the assertion that Mr. Williams was innocent. Instead, he offered Mr. Williams a deal that would have taken him off death row. Ms. Gayle's widower approved of the deal, but Mr. Bailey, the attorney general, objected. He said that the law that had allowed Mr. Bell to bring the motion to overturn did not allow him to come up with a new sentence.

The State Supreme Court agreed with Mr. Bailey, saying that the judge, Bruce Hilton, had to hold the hearing after all. At the hearing, Mr. Bell's office focused on the claims of constitutional violations, questioning the original prosecutor in the case about why he had handled the murder weapon without gloves and why he had struck Black prospective jurors from the jury pool.

The prosecutor, Keith Larner, testified that in one case he had excluded a prospective Black juror because he closely resembled the defendant. "They looked like they were brothers," he said.

He also said that the knife had already been tested and that it was not understood at the time that touch could leave traces of DNA on evidence.

First Judge Hilton and then the State Supreme Court rejected Mr. Bell's arguments, saying that multiple courts and hearings had found that Mr. Williams was guilty and that there was no credible evidence of constitutional violations. Supporters of Mr. Williams, including the N.A.A.C.P., the Council on American-Islamic Relations, Representative Cori Bush of Missouri and Sir Richard Branson, the music magnate and death penalty opponent, called for clemency.

Governor Parson, a Republican, declined those calls on Monday, saying that Mr. Williams's guilt was a settled matter.

Mr. Williams became a Muslim while in prison and took the name Khaliifah. He appeared in court in recent weeks in the white skullcap that signifies Islamic devotion, and he chose to have an imam present with him in the execution chamber. 

When he was offered the chance to write a final statement to be released by the Missouri Department of Corrections, Mr. Williams wrote, "All Praise Be to Allah in Every Situation!!!"
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Ocasio-Cortez Says Adams Should Resign 'for the Good of the City'

Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez became the most prominent elected official to call for Mayor Eric Adams to no longer lead New York City.

Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York said the flurry of federal investigations surrounding Mayor Eric Adams had made it impossible for him to govern. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times



By Nicholas Fandos



Sep 25, 2024 at 07:59 PM

Follow live updates on Mayor Eric Adams's indictment.

Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York on Wednesday said Eric Adams should resign as mayor of New York City, becoming the most prominent Democrat to push for his ouster amid federal corruption investigations involving his administration.

In a statement to The New York Times, Ms. Ocasio-Cortez, a national leader of her party's progressive wing, said she could "not see how Mayor Adams can continue governing New York City."

"The flood of resignations and vacancies are threatening government function," she said. "Nonstop investigations will make it impossible to recruit and retain a qualified administration."

"For the good of the city," she added, "he should resign."

Though she broadly opposes Mr. Adams's brand of centrism and has criticized him in the past, Ms. Ocasio-Cortez only selectively involves herself in the politics of her home city. Her decision to do so on Wednesday could help accelerate growing doubts about Mr. Adams's hold on City Hall.


Revelations related to a web of investigations involving Mr. Adams and senior members of his administration have been emerging almost daily for weeks.

Earlier this month, federal agents seized the phones of the police commissioner, the first deputy mayor, the schools chancellor, the deputy mayor for public safety and a senior adviser close to Mr. Adams.

The Times reported on Monday that federal prosecutors investigating whether Mr. Adams conspired with the Turkish government to funnel illegal foreign donations to his campaign had also sought information about interactions with five other countries.

On Tuesday, the schools chancellor became the latest high-ranking official to announce he was departing. The police commissioner and the city's top lawyer have already resigned.

Neither Mr. Adams nor his closest confidants have been formally accused of wrongdoing. In a statement on Wednesday, he rebuffed Ms. Ocasio-Cortez's resignation call, saying he would "stay and fight no matter what," and criticizing her views on criminal justice policy.

"For anyone who self-righteously claims people charged with serious crimes should not be in jail to now say that the second Black mayor of New York should resign because of rumors and innuendo -- without even a single charge being filed -- is the height of hypocrisy," Mr. Adams said. "I am leading this city to protect it from exactly that kind of phony politics."

The mayor has also tried in recent days to minimize the significance of the departures from his administration.

"We are constantly bringing in new people," he told reporters at City Hall on Tuesday. "So let's not give the image that all of a sudden, there are people saying, 'Hey, I don't want to be in city government.'"

A handful of other New York lawmakers, almost all of them democratic socialists, have urged Mr. Adams to step down in recent days. But Ms. Ocasio-Cortez is by far the most influential elected official to have called for the mayor's resignation and the first member of Congress to do so.

The congresswoman, who represents parts of Queens and the Bronx, has never been close to the mayor. Ms. Ocasio-Cortez endorsed one of Mr. Adams's opponents in the 2021 Democratic mayoral primary, and has criticized his handling of the city's migrant crisis.

She is also close to multiple Democrats who have either announced campaigns to run against Mr. Adams next year or are considering entering the race, including Brad Lander, the city comptroller, and Assemblyman Zohran K. Mamdani.

Other prominent Democrats appear, for now, to be willing to wait for the outcome of the investigations, even if they are not defending Mr. Adams.

Earlier on Wednesday, Representative Hakeem Jeffries, a New Yorker who leads House Democrats, said Mr. Adams was "working as hard as he can to be the best mayor possible."

"We need Eric Adams to be successful as mayor because he is the mayor at this moment in time," he said.
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N.Y.C. Plan That Could Add 109,000 New Homes Clears Key Vote

The City Planning Commission approved a major rezoning proposal that would ease restrictions on development. The plan faces headwinds in the City Council.

A proposal from Mayor Eric Adams would allow more and different types of housing to be built across the city, including apartments above laundromats on commercial strips. Spencer Platt/Getty Images



By Mihir Zaveri



Sep 25, 2024 at 08:00 AM

Mayor Eric Adams's plan to ease New York City's housing shortage by making way for more than 100,000 new homes cleared the City Planning Commission on Wednesday, setting up a much tougher fight between the administration and the City Council.

The planning vote was 10 to 3, and the approval was expected: The head of the commission, Dan Garodnick, was appointed by Mr. Adams and is one of the proposal's main champions. But the Council must also approve it -- a vote is expected in November -- and some members are already resisting major proposed changes for their districts.

The fate of the plan, known as City of Yes for Housing Opportunity, may also be seen as a test of Mr. Adams's power and political will as his administration faces corruption investigations, though the mayor has not been accused of any wrongdoing. It will also be a referendum on the strength of a pro-development swing in local and state politics, which in recent years has earned the backing of a growing number of lawmakers.

"The only way to solve this crisis is to build more," Mr. Adams said in a statement. "Now, it is time for the City Council to meet the moment."

It's not clear how the plan will fare in the Council. Adrienne Adams, the speaker, said Wednesday that while the "proposal seeks to address one part of the problem by reducing barriers to build new housing," the city should also pursue a bigger plan that addresses affordability.

"We encourage the public to continue providing specific feedback throughout this process so we can advance the best plan to truly address the housing crisis and improve our city," she said.

The plan, if it is not rejected or watered down by opponents emboldened by the upheaval at City Hall, is designed to make it easier to build more and different types of housing through changes to the zoning code. These include:

	Lifting restrictions on building apartments above laundromats, shops and other businesses along certain commercial strips.

	Eliminating costly requirements for new apartment buildings to include parking.

	Allowing modest apartment buildings to be built near subway, bus and other transit stations in places where they are not allowed today.

	Making it easier for people who live in one- or two-family homes to build and rent out basement units, garages and backyard cottages.

	Giving developers an option to build bigger buildings than currently allowed if they include apartments restricted to lower- or moderate-income people or people who are struggling with homelessness.

	Letting developers build smaller apartments, like those with single-room occupancy, that could be relatively cheap to rent.



All together, the city estimates the plan would allow nearly 109,000 additional homes to be added across New York City over the next 15 years.

The housing shortage has been decades in the making, as new construction has not kept up with job growth and the strong demand to live in New York City. According to a city survey, the vacancy rate in apartments in 2023 was 1.4 percent -- a 50-year low -- and prices for homes remain high because of intense competition.

Mr. Adams is one of several politicians who increasingly believe that loosening zoning restrictions will jump-start construction, give people more housing options and eventually make things more affordable.

Annemarie Gray, the executive director of Open New York, a nonprofit that advocates more development, said Wednesday that the vote "marks an important step in New York's push to build more homes and lower prices, shifting the balance of power away from landlords and back toward renters."

But that push has also drawn resistance, both from neighborhoods that are not accustomed to density as well as from tenants' advocates who say the administration is prioritizing the interests of developers over everyday New Yorkers.

About a dozen people showed up to the commission's vote meeting on Wednesday to hold up signs opposing the plan, calling it "City of Mess."

Leah Goodridge, one of the members of the City Planning Commission who voted against the plan, said the commission and the mayor could and should be investing more to support lower-income New Yorkers and not just framing the problem as one of housing supply. Ms. Goodridge, who has spent more than a decade as a lawyer representing renters, said the plan would offer only slight benefits to people dealing with evictions, displacement and homelessness.

"Is this plan going to make that better?" she said. "I don't think so."

Several community boards have opposed the plan, as have both Democratic and Republican politicians.

Alfred C. Cerullo III, a commission member who was appointed by the borough president of Staten Island and also voted against the plan, said he thought the existing zoning code already allowed for the construction of new housing units. He said several of the provisions -- including allowing for basement and backyard homes -- made it "impossible to support this one-size-fits-all solution to the housing crisis."
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Maryland Sues Shipping Companies to Cover Costs of Bridge Collapse

The lawsuit is the latest legal fallout from the disaster in March, which killed six people and halted operations at the Port of Baltimore.

The Dali lost power and slammed into the Key Bridge on March 26, causing the bridge to collapse. Erin Schaff/The New York Times



By Campbell Robertson



Sep 24, 2024 at 05:37 PM

The state of Maryland is demanding that the owner and the operator of the ship that toppled the Francis Scott Key Bridge in March pay up.

In a lawsuit filed on Tuesday, Maryland leaders said the collapse of the bridge, which killed six workers, was going to end up costing the state hundreds of millions of dollars, from the rebuilding of the Key Bridge to the excess wear on roadways that have had to absorb all the traffic that would have used the crossing.

"We will not allow Marylanders to be left with the bill for the gross negligence, mismanagement and incompetence that caused this harm," Maryland's attorney general, Anthony G. Brown, said at a news conference.

The suit is the latest legal action against the ship's owner, Grace Ocean Ltd., and its operator, Synergy Marine Group, and was filed on the deadline set by the court for such claims.

Last week, the U.S. Justice Department sued Grace Ocean and Synergy for more than $100 million to cover the costs to the federal government of the sprawling response operation. The federal suit gave a detailed account of what went wrong onboard the ship, describing a cascade of failures that it ascribed to faulty maintenance and "jury-rigged" fixes to longstanding problems.

The companies, both of which are based in Singapore, have argued in federal court that their liability for the crash should be limited to $44 million, a fraction of what is being sought in claims by the federal government, Maryland and families of some of the men killed in the collapse.

In an email on Tuesday, Darrell Wilson, a representative of Grace Ocean and Synergy Marine, referred to a statement that the firm released last week after the federal government filed its suit. In the statement, the company declined to comment on the litigation and said it was looking "forward to our day in court to set the record straight."

A federal criminal investigation is ongoing. On Sunday, federal agents boarded a container ship in the Baltimore harbor that is also managed by Synergy, though the authorities have not disclosed why agents boarded the vessel.

The families of three men who were killed in the crash announced last week that they, too, were suing. The construction firm that employed these men also filed a lawsuit, as have several other companies that depend on port traffic for commerce. The city of Baltimore filed a lawsuit against Grace Ocean and Synergy in the spring.

The disaster began in the early hours of March 26 when the Dali, a container ship slightly longer than three football fields, lost power. It slammed into the Key Bridge, causing the bridge to collapse and killing six men who were repairing pavement on the roadway.

An enormous cleanup effort was begun, involving dozens of barges, tugboats, excavators, floating cranes and even explosives. Some 50,000 tons of debris had to be cleared from the Patapsco River, which leads into the Port of Baltimore. The state's lawsuit says that activity at the port brought in hundreds of millions of dollars in state and local taxes and that port terminals accounted for roughly 20,000 jobs.
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Did Sean Combs Firebomb Kid Cudi's Car? Charges Allude to a Reported Arson.

The government does not name the victim of a firebombing cited in its case against Mr. Combs, but the timing and facts line up with a reported 2012 attack on the rapper's car.

Sean Combs, left, and Kid Cudi, whose car was firebombed in 2012. Mark Von Holden/Invision, via Associated Press; Jordan Strauss/Invision, Associated Press 



By Matt Stevens



Sep 25, 2024 at 10:03 AM

In their efforts to show that Sean Combs was capable of the sort of violence that helped him control a criminal enterprise, federal prosecutors have pointed to his possession of multiple firearms, a video that depicts him assaulting his girlfriend and broad language in court papers describing multiple acts of intimidation and violence.

But in one of their most detailed accusations, prosecutors have also outlined a specific incident in which they say the music mogul, who is now charged with racketeering conspiracy and sex trafficking, orchestrated the firebombing of a convertible car.

The 14-page indictment does not detail what investigators say were acts of kidnapping and arson directed by Mr. Combs. But in a letter filed last week with the court, federal prosecutors described a disquieting sequence of events that unfolded in late 2011 and early 2012 in which they say Mr. Combs executed a scheme to break into a person's home, and, roughly two weeks later, set their car on fire.

Mr. Combs has pleaded not guilty to the sex trafficking, racketeering and prostitution charges that have been leveled against him.

The government has argued that the incident involving the car fire was evidence of the kind of menace Mr. Combs used to operate what it has described as a racketeering enterprise -- and to control the associates that investigators say he directs.

"The defendant's violence -- whether spontaneous or premeditated -- had the effect of exerting his continued control over these individuals," the letter said.

Neither the letter nor the federal indictment identifies the person who the government says was targeted. But the timing and facts of the incident described by the government closely mirror an accusation made in a lawsuit filed by Mr. Combs's former girlfriend, the singer Cassie, last year.

In the suit, lawyers for Cassie, whose full name is Casandra Ventura, described the car bombing as an example of "what Mr. Combs was both willing and able to do to those he believed had slighted him." In this case, his target was Kid Cudi, a man competing for his girlfriend's affections, the lawsuit said.

Last fall, Kid Cudi, whose real name is Scott Mescudi, said in brief remarks to The New York Times that the description of the incident in Ms. Ventura's suit was accurate.

A lawyer for Mr. Combs did not respond to a request for comment on Tuesday. But at a bail hearing last week, one of his lawyers, Marc Agnifilo, quickly referred to the incident as described in the government's filing and said "let's suffice it to say there is another side to that story, and one day that other side might be told."

Although the government has been largely generic so far in its descriptions of the violence it contends Mr. Combs is responsible for, he has been cited in recent civil lawsuits for specific acts of sexual violence. On Tuesday, for example, Mr. Combs was sued by a woman who said he had drugged and raped her.

Mr. Combs's lawyers have been fighting the lawsuits in court and have described the plaintiffs as jumping on a "bandwagon," constructing false claims as a way to extract settlements from Mr. Combs.

According to Ms. Ventura's lawsuit, by 2011, Mr. Combs and Ms. Ventura, a singer on Mr. Combs's label, had hit a rough patch in their relationship. Mr. Combs, the lawsuit said, had a history of abusing the singer and she had begun a brief relationship with Kid Cudi, another prominent, genre-defying artist and Grammy winner.

When Mr. Combs later discovered emails between Ms. Ventura and Kid Cudi, on Ms. Ventura's phone, he "became enraged," according to court papers in her case, and later punished Ms. Ventura by striking her repeatedly and kicking her, according to the lawsuit.

Mr. Combs also sought to send a message to Kid Cudi.

"Mr. Combs told Ms. Ventura that he was going to blow up Kid Cudi's car, and that he wanted to ensure that Kid Cudi was home with his friends when it happened," her lawsuit said.

Within a few weeks, Kid Cudi's car, which was parked in the rapper's driveway, burst into flames, the court documents say.

Federal prosecutors described a strikingly similar situation in their detention letter.

In the early morning hours of Dec. 22, 2011, Mr. Combs and an associate "kidnapped an individual at gunpoint to facilitate breaking into and entering the residence" of a person they refer to in the letter as "Individual-1." According to the letter, people working for Mr. Combs then set fire to Individual-1's car about two weeks later, "by slicing open the car's convertible top and dropping a Molotov cocktail inside the interior."

Multiple witnesses, the letter said, testified about the events surrounding the kidnapping and break-in. Prosecutors have also said that incident reports from police and fire agencies corroborate the break-in and extensively document the arson. The city of Los Angeles denied requests from The Times for those incident reports on the grounds that investigatory files are exempt from disclosure under California law.

A spokeswoman for Kid Cudi did not respond this week to requests for comment.

In her lawsuit, Ms. Ventura said the car blew up in February 2012, slightly later than federal prosecutors suggest in their detention letter.

Mr. Combs and Ms. Ventura settled her lawsuit a day after it was filed, but many of the allegations she made in the court papers have been echoed in the indictment brought by federal prosecutors. She accused Mr. Combs of what she said had been years of beatings, controlling behavior and various forms of sexual abuse, including a rape. He denied her accusations before settling the case.

Federal prosecutors have focused in particular on events Ms. Ventura's suit described as "freak-offs," in which she said she was coerced into having sex with male prostitutes for Mr. Combs's gratification.

It was during one such "freak-off," according to Ms. Ventura's suit, that Mr. Combs found her phone -- and the emails between her and Kid Cudi, which the lawsuit said triggered Mr. Combs's violent response.

Ben Sisario and Julia Jacobs contributed reporting.
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Leadership Failures Helped Lead to FAFSA Debacle, Watchdog Finds

Two reports by the Government Accountability Office found that mismanagement and wildly unrealistic projections derailed the student aid application process this year.

The reports provide new insight into a breakdown that is already familiar to students and families who struggled for much of this year to get an accurate estimate of how much they would need to pay for college. Carlos Kosienski/Sipa, via Associated Press



By Zach Montague
Reporting from Washington


Sep 25, 2024 at 02:58 AM

Leaders in the Education Department systematically failed to manage deadlines and badly underestimated technical shortcomings while overhauling the Free Application for Federal Student Aid, according to a pair of damaging reports released by the Government Accountability Office on Tuesday.

The reports provide new insight into a breakdown that is already painfully familiar to thousands of students and families, who struggled for much of this year to get an accurate estimate of how much they would need to pay for college because of glitches in the application form, known as FAFSA.

Signs of trouble with FAFSA started around this time last year, when students typically can begin to submit their household's financial data to the government, which in turn helps calculate financial aid offers.

By January, many students found themselves running into a variety of bugs and data entry problems that locked them out of the form, produced an inaccurate summary of their finances or otherwise prevented them from applying.

Many findings in the reports released on Tuesday, including how the Education Department struggled to manage contractors it hired to help build the form, have been publicly known for some time through reporting and several congressional inquiries.

But the accountability office's findings highlighted startling details about just how poorly the department underestimated the problems that would affect families and force college administrators to sort out discrepancies through much of this summer.

In one instance, according to the first report, the department apparently estimated that around 3,500 applicants using the revised form would need to have their identities validated manually because a parent or caregiver could not provide a Social Security number. Ultimately, the department was forced to sift through some 219,000 applications by hand because of the flaw, and only 39 percent of those affected had managed to submit the form by mid-June.

In another instance, the accountability office found that nearly three-quarters of the 5.4 million calls placed to a call center intended to help students through the process went unanswered during the first five months of the rollout, from January to May. Understaffing at the call center was based on the department's projection that it would receive around 2.2 million calls during that period, the report said.

The second report, which focused mainly on the leadership structure of the department's student aid office, found that pervasive turnover in key positions sowed confusion as the department was racing to get the form ready for release in late 2023.

It notes that crucial responsibilities surrounding the project were placed on the student aid office's chief information officer -- a role that has changed hands five times since February 2021, and one that the department has still not filled on a permanent basis.

While many of the biggest issues concerning the application form this year were ultimately ironed out, the accountability office warned that ongoing struggles could jeopardize its rollout again this fall.

A spokesman for the department said in a statement that the changes to the form ultimately helped make student aid more accessible, and that the department has promised transparency and planned safeguards to make the process smoother this year.

"We have strengthened our leadership team, expanded call center capacity and begun carefully testing next year's FAFSA as we work toward fully launching the form by Dec. 1," the statement said.
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Times Insider


Bowling, Billiards and Emergency Brakes: Inside the Tram Olympics

Amelia Nierenberg recently traveled to Frankfurt to report on an annual competition between the captains of some of Europe's sleekest public transit systems.

 Lena Mucha for The New York Times



By Amelia Nierenberg
Amelia Nierenberg is a breaking news reporter based in London.


Sep 26, 2024 at 08:00 AM

Times Insider explains who we are and what we do and delivers behind-the-scenes insights into how our journalism comes together.

In the video, a tram barreled down a street toward an inflatable ball. There was contact. The ball flew through the air. Inflatable pylons -- like those you might see as stand-ins for players at a high school football practice -- came bouncing down.

I watched, transfixed, from the comfort of my Instagram scroll. What was this sport? Was it even a sport? I searched something like "tram bounce ball race" online, and the elite world of niche public transit competition opened up before me.

I learned it was tram bowling, one of the blockbuster events of the European Tramdriver Championship.

Each year, public transit drivers from cities across Europe gather to compete in a series of events along an obstacle course. Some events test precision, like the ability to engage the emergency brake at an exact point. Others evaluate a driver's smooth touch: One event at this year's competition in Frankfurt, for example, challenged drivers to not spill a bowl of water mounted to the front of the tram.

The winning team of two drivers goes home with a trophy, local souvenirs and the glory of being known as the best tram drivers in Europe. Yes, it is a real thing. And yes, I immediately knew I wanted to witness it in person.

That's because I have always loved public transit.

I'm from the Bronx, and I grew up riding buses across the borough. (I used to hold my breath as we crossed into Manhattan, imagining the water below.) As an adult, I spent my morning commute to Manhattan gazing at the Brooklyn Bridge from the windows of the Q train. So writing about the transit competition for The New York Times felt natural.

When I first learned about the niche competition this spring, I was living in New York, writing the Asia Pacific edition of the Morning Briefing newsletter. A weekend trip to Europe would have been expensive, and hardly part of my job. But just a few months later, I moved to London and joined The Times's International desk as a general assignment reporter. Much to my delight and surprise, the job presented an opportunity to write about the 11th edition of the tram jamboree.

So this month, I flew to Frankfurt with two notebooks, comfortable shoes and a tram-do attitude.

At the competition, I spoke with a group of friends who had been planning their trip for months. Nearby, another group had designed and ordered scarves in support of the team from Oradea, a Romanian city that hosted the rotating competition the year before.

 Lena Mucha for The New York Times


Despite their scarves, the people in this group had no obvious connection to either Oradea or Romania, but remained fully committed to the team.

"It just felt right," said Nosa Tasslimi, 27, who had designed the scarves. "You don't choose the transport company. I think the transport company chooses you."

That's the magic of the championship. Public transit is often seen as, well, boring. But at the championship, it was fun.

On the day of the competition, fans watched as drivers raced through the obstacle course. Spectators cheered themselves hoarse and lined up to buy tram-related merchandise. I held my breath as the drivers played tram billiards, in which contestants gently steer their vehicle to knock a pool cue into a billiard ball.

Many drivers had practiced for months. They were not just representing their cities, some told me, but also representing one of the most important, and most overlooked, jobs in any city.

"I know my tram," said Julia-Melanie Parzer, 27, who was competing for Vienna and wearing an oversized tram pin.

Her grandfather drove a bus. Her mother drove a subway. One of her favorite childhood games was a tram simulator. Now she runs a tram Instagram account.

The team from Budapest won this year's competition, though fun was had by all, myself included.

And since the article was published, I have commuted with different eyes. Yes, buses are loud, crowded and sometimes late. Yes, inexplicably -- horribly -- London has chosen to cover some of its train seats with fabric.

But public transit is amazing, and its captains sweep us from home to work to school to doctor's appointments to drinks to karate to dates and back home again. Where would all 4.4 billion of us who live in cities be without it?

As for me? Well, I live close-ish to a tram in London, which I've never ridden. Perhaps I'm overdue for a visit.
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Quote of the Day: Recognition, and Glory, for Europe's Tram Drivers

Sep 26, 2024 at 04:59 AM

"You don't choose the transport company. I think the transport company chooses you."

Nosa Tasslim, 27, who despite having no clear ties to Oradea, Romania, designed scarves for himself and a group of friends to show support for the city's team at the European Tramdriver Championship. Page A2.
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Corrections: Sept. 26, 2024

Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024.

Sep 26, 2024 at 04:59 AM

INTERNATIONAL

An article on Wednesday about the graft case against S. Iswaran, Singapore's former transport minister, misstated the prosecution's action in the case. The prosecution amended charges against Mr. Iswaran; it did not drop them.

Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email nytnews@nytimes.com. To share feedback, please visit nytimes.com/readerfeedback.

Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to letters@nytimes.com.

For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email customercare@nytimes.com.
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His Father Is Leaving Office. Is Hunter Biden's Art Market Also Over?

Some see hope and skill reflected in the Biden paintings. Critics say their success, and significant prices, were boosted by Joe Biden's celebrity and stature.

Hunter Biden has sold artworks valued at roughly $1.5 million in recent years, but experts wonder whether his market may suffer once his father leaves the presidency. Elizabeth Weinberg for The New York Times



By Graham Bowley, Mattathias Schwartz and Zachary Small



Sep 25, 2024 at 10:02 AM

After an ambitious New York gallery announced in 2021 that it would sell Hunter Biden's paintings for as much as $500,000, some ethics experts and House Republicans expressed concern that such high-priced works from a novice artist could become a conduit for those seeking to influence his father, the president.

Now, as Joe Biden leaves the White House and his son faces the prospect of prison, there are questions as to whether Hunter Biden's art market, which never reached the heights first projected, is fizzling.

His contract with the gallery has expired, his customer base has remained small and his father, whose stature as president helped fuel interest in Mr. Biden's work, will soon have a much lower profile.

"Over time, I think his market will probably wash away," said Charlie Horne, president of Gurr Johns, an art valuation and advisory firm. "His cachet will be short-lived. I don't think he's ever gotten real traction."

Just 10 people bought Biden paintings from the Georges Berges Gallery that had been representing him in recent years, according to testimony at a Congressional hearing earlier this year. One of them, Kevin Morris, a Hollywood lawyer and a friend of Mr. Biden, bought 11 works for $875,000, or more than half of the roughly $1.5 million gained from the sales, according to the testimony, in January. There have been no indications of any sales since then.

It is unclear the extent to which Mr. Biden, 54, would be able to paint if imprisoned on the gun and tax crimes for which he was convicted. But he made clear in a statement that he intends to continue pursuing a passion that he has credited with helping rescue him from the depths of a crack cocaine addiction.

"All I know," the statement said, "is that tomorrow I'm going to wake up and find time to make art. And I will practice my art every day that I am able for the rest of my life, regardless of whether I ever sell another painting."

Mr. Biden's emergence as an artist came later in his life and he has not had formal training. But he has described art as something he enjoyed making even as a child.

Georges Berges, who runs the gallery that bears his name, remains a fan of Mr. Biden's work, though he no longer formally represents him. He has described the paintings as full of hope and perseverance and the style as noteworthy for "its mastery of color and form, and most importantly, its authenticity."

Other reviews have been more muted.

Todd Levin, an art adviser, said he thought Hunter Biden might have a tough time drawing attention going forward. "Nobody is taking his art seriously," he said.

Kevin Morris, right, has bought at least 13 works by Biden and has criticized those who suggest such purchases are motivated by anything more than an appreciation of the art.  Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times


Jason Farago, an art critic for The New York Times, took a look at a solo exhibition of Mr. Biden's work in 2021 and found the show "more substantial than an amateur's dabbling." Still, it wasn't, he wrote, "the sort of exhibition that would make a current M.F.A. student feel jealous or unsophisticated by comparison."

Though Mr. Biden's prices never soared as predicted, his works still sold for amounts as high as $85,000. Those prices drew the attention of House Republican leaders, who questioned Mr. Berges and others in January about whether Mr. Biden's customers were likely people looking to use the art to curry favor with the president.

Mr. Berges, who made small, recurring donations to Donald Trump in 2020 totaling less than $500, and has also donated a smaller amount to Democrats, told the lawmakers that he did not believe any of the buyers had purchased the art to influence the president. He said that, to avoid conflicts of interest, the gallery had attempted to shield Hunter Biden from the identity of buyers, but Mr. Biden had independently, for various reasons, learned the names of three of them, though not because they had sought influence. The names of those three purchasers -- Mr. Morris; Elizabeth Hirsh Naftali, a Democratic donor; and William Jacques, a part owner of the Berges gallery -- had become public. Their purchases account for nearly $1.1 million of the $1.5 million in art sold. The other seven buyers have not been identified.

House Republican leaders, who have scrutinized Mr. Biden's other business dealings, pressed forward in a letter in February in which Representatives James Comer and Jim Jordan said that "the high-dollar sales of paintings by a novice like Hunter Biden raise considerable suspicion given his years of peddling access to his father and capitalizing on the Biden name."

The lawmakers raised questions, for example, about two art purchases by Ms. Naftali, a real estate investor who contributed regularly to the Biden campaign. She bought two of Mr. Biden's paintings, for $42,000 and $52,000, and at least one of the purchases preceded her appointment by the president to an unpaid position on a federal panel.

Ms. Naftali's lawyer called the speculation "baseless," asserting that her appointment had actually been initiated by the former House speaker, Nancy Pelosi.

George Berges, who was Mr. Biden's dealer for several years, said he was particularly struck by Mr. Biden's "mastery of color and form." George Etheredge for The New York Times


The business dealings of presidential relatives have long drawn scrutiny, such as Billy Carter's introduction of Billy Beer during the Carter administration and the Trump family's dealings during the Trump administration.

Mr. Biden said that his interest in art is unrelated to making money and that he will continue to paint even if his works fail to sell. George Etheredge for The New York Times


Mr. Morris, who in addition to buying Mr. Biden's art has also lent him more than $6 million, took aim at those who have questioned the underpinnings of Mr. Biden's success as an artist.

"Perhaps the cruelest part of his story," he said in a statement, "is the malicious attacks on his art work and on those who have dared to buy his paintings. The political commentators on Fox and Republican members of Congress whom have so belittled his work know nothing about art. Imagine being prohibited from displaying and selling your art work because of politically motivated and baseless allegations all intended to destroy your life."

Several experts said they thought Hunter Biden might retain the interest of some art buyers because his work has a bit of a buzz. Though he does not have the natural fan base of other celebrity painters like Anthony Hopkins, Johnny Depp or Jim Carrey, there is, they said, a novelty aspect to his work.

Natasha Degen, chairwoman of art market studies at the Fashion Institute of Technology, said that, while his celebrity status might recede after his father leaves office, there is also the chance that those wishing to show continued support for the outgoing president and his son might continue to pursue the art.

"The value is perhaps not intrinsic to the works themselves," she said. "There was certainly a disconnect between the price and the critical reception of the work. But Biden's art provided a means to express support."

Mr. Berges opted not to renew Mr. Biden's contract last fall, because, he has said, he needed to focus on the other artists his gallery represented and that the attention his gallery had drawn, including death threats, had been overwhelming. He said he is not aware that any other gallery now represents Mr. Biden. But he said he holds some of the paintings and would sell them if buyers approach. He cautioned against judging Mr. Biden's popularity as a painter by the small sample size of the people who bought through his gallery.

"His market was tempered by external forces and by our own doing in an attempt to not even give the appearance of impropriety -- putting Hunter at a disadvantage as an artist," he said. "So if his market was small over the last four years, it was by design."

Mr. Horne, the art adviser, was not as optimistic. He said he felt that Mr. Biden's market had been buoyed by his proximity to a celebrity like his father, and will be more affected by the end of the Biden presidency than the criminal sanctions he faces.

"His father is no longer relevant in the maelstrom that is politics," Mr. Horne said. "And I think that will hurt the son's art more than the convictions."

Julia Jacobs contributed reporting.
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Jack DeJohnette, One of Jazz's Great Drummers, Has a Surprise

At 82, the musician known for his work with Miles Davis and Keith Jarrett will perform a rare solo concert on his first instrument: the piano.

Jack DeJohnette at home in upstate New York. He will perform a solo piano concert on Sept. 28 at the Woodstock Playhouse. Arden Wray for The New York Times



By Hank Shteamer



Sep 25, 2024 at 10:01 AM

In the early 1960s, Jack DeJohnette, a pianist from Chicago, took a weeklong gig at the Showboat club in Philadelphia with the saxophonist Eddie Harris and played his second instrument: the drums. (A bandmate had left a set at his house.) At one point, Harris, an older player whose career was starting to gain steam, took DeJohnette aside.

"Eddie said to me, he said, 'Man, you play nice piano,'" DeJohnette recalled last month, sitting at the kitchen table of the cabin-style home near Woodstock, N.Y., where he and his wife, Lydia, have lived for around 50 years. "'But something about your drumming -- you're a natural on drums. And you've got to decide which one's going to be your main instrument.'"

To anyone who has followed jazz the past 50-plus years, his eventual choice will be obvious. DeJohnette, now 82, is drumming royalty.

Starting in the mid-60s, he fearlessly tackled the era's new hybrid sounds, anchoring a quartet led by the saxophonist and flutist Charles Lloyd that became a surprise crossover success. He then moved on to the game-changing early fusion outfits of Miles Davis, who wrote in his autobiography that DeJohnette "gave me a certain deep groove that I just loved to play over." Later, he excelled in a wide variety of contexts, including the state-of-the-art traditionalism of Keith Jarrett's so-called Standards Trio -- which endured for more than three decades -- and the expansive explorations of the trumpeter Wadada Leo Smith, summoning hurtling energy or impressionistic calm as needed.

"He is in the pantheon of our greatest drummers," Lloyd wrote of DeJohnette in an email. "From the first time we played together there was a deep simpatico." In a phone interview, Jarrett, who also shared time with DeJohnette in Lloyd's and Davis's bands, described the drummer's contributions as "just a natural flow of what needed to be done."

As his reputation on drums grew, DeJohnette never stopped playing piano, a fact he will underscore at a rare solo concert on Sept. 28 at the Woodstock Playhouse, where he will perform on the instrument. As heard on "Return," a 2016 vinyl-only LP that was his first unaccompanied piano full-length and featured mostly his own compositions, his style is unhurried and luminous, technically sound but primarily focused on finely honed mood-setting.

Jon Batiste, who performed with DeJohnette at a 2022 concert in Kingston, N.Y., and at Tanglewood in Massachusetts this past summer, said that when he hears him at the keys, he thinks not of a drummer who plays piano but of "actually more: This is someone who's figured out how to transmit their artistry to the piano."

DeJohnette himself remains humble about his keyboard work. "I don't think I'm a fantastic pianist," he said in his distinctive voice, deep yet airy, "but I think I play well enough to tell a story."

DeJohnette started on piano around age 5, encouraged by a local teacher and his grandmother, who bought him a Wurlitzer spinet. As a teenager, he took cues from both Fats Domino and the local luminary Ahmad Jamal, and eventually began gigging around town with his own combos. Later, as he moved to New York, prioritized the drums and became a prolific bandleader, he composed at the piano, sometimes playing auxiliary keyboard or melodica on record, and released the occasional full-length at the keys, including "The Jack DeJohnette Piano Album" from 1985, where he led a trio.

"It made me a better drummer, because if I'm playing with a group or playing a song, I know what the chord changes are; I know the form," DeJohnette said. "So I have a more keen sense of how to interact and how to inspire and be inspired."

"I don't think I'm a fantastic pianist," DeJohnette said, "but I think I play well enough to tell a story." Arden Wray for The New York Times


The pianist George Colligan said that DeJohnette, his frequent collaborator, never lets him down when they improvise together. "He supports, and he keeps that intensity, and he'll follow you all the way," he said. "So if you're going somewhere, he's going to help you get there."

DeJohnette no longer tours because of a combination of heart issues (now under control) and a post-Covid distaste for travel and crowds. In recent years, at the encouragement of Lydia, who is also his manager, he has gigged mostly near his home, inviting a steady stream of world-class musicians to share the stage at local venues. Colligan recalled a 2023 concert at the Ulster Performing Arts Center in Kingston that honored Davis and featured an all-star cast including Carlos Santana, Cindy Blackman Santana and members of Living Colour.

"It was supposed to be a tribute to Miles," Colligan said. "But to me, it was like, all those people were doing it because they loved Jack so much."

For DeJohnette, this new, localized phase of his career feels suitable. "Going to New York City isn't grabbing me anymore," he said, when asked how often he makes the roughly two-hour trip downstate. "Not for a long time, actually."

Stepping down off his back deck in jeans, a navy blue windbreaker and tortoiseshell glasses, he began a tour of the property by pointing out a breathtaking, unobstructed view of the Catskill Mountains. Strolling around to the front, he sized up a snake slithering through the grass -- "They get much bigger than that" -- en route to a fruit and vegetable garden. "They've still got some growing to do," he said, pointing to some blackberries. "Should be ready by mid-August."

The increased time at home has given DeJohnette time for reflection both musical and personal. Lydia and Joan Clancy, the DeJohnettes' personal assistant, are currently cataloging and organizing his vast sonic archive, containing decades' worth of unreleased recordings. One tape from this trove is a turbocharged 1966 live set from the storied East Village venue Slugs' Saloon that features DeJohnette alongside the pianist McCoy Tyner, the saxophonist Joe Henderson and the bassist Henry Grimes. It will come out on Blue Note in November as "Forces of Nature," a title chosen, he said, "because everybody's being pulled and pushing each other to the umpteenth level, and it shows."

DeJohnette also revealed another, more private inventory that began as his touring schedule wound down. "I was at a low ebb in my life," he said, pausing and sighing. "I had a public image, but then the personal image is extremely challenging," he continued, specifying a withdrawal process from "being a celebrity and what comes with that."

"What shall I say?" he went on. "I am a self-absorbed person who's always thinking more about himself than other people, and this is a constant thing that my wife, Lydia, has been trying to help me with, and other people."

In a phone interview, Lydia said DeJohnette "is aware of what he's been missing," noting that her husband has been spending time in therapy. "He realizes that he was very gifted and he's grateful for that, but he also realizes what he lacked as a human, a certain detachment from life."

Speaking about his regular music practice at home, DeJohnette seemed to suggest that his inner quest continued there. He plays either in his living room, on a Kawai grand piano, or downstairs in his basement studio, where he works out ideas on a Korg Kronos keyboard and drums along to favorite CDs like John Coltrane's "A Love Supreme" and Davis's "Seven Steps to Heaven." Describing these sessions on the two instruments at the core of his life's work, he referred to a private process that nevertheless resembles a communion -- "cocreating with the source of everything," honoring ideas as they arise.

"I'm not playing for fans; I'm playing for me, and through that, discovering myself in a deeper way so that I have more to give," he said. "To give of myself, and to be able to receive."
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Janet Jackson Repeats False Claims About Kamala Harris's Race

After Ms. Jackson told The Guardian that Ms. Harris is "not Black," her representatives said a man who apologized on her behalf was not authorized to speak for her.

Janet Jackson in February. Her representatives disavowed an apology that was issued in her name on Sunday for comments she made to The Guardian that Vice President Kamala Harris is "not Black." Gilbert Carrasquillo/GC Images



By Maya Salam



Sep 23, 2024 at 10:49 PM

There was a swift backlash on Saturday after the pop star Janet Jackson challenged Vice President Kamala Harris's racial identity in an interview with The Guardian. On Sunday, a man who identified himself as her manager apologized for her statements.

Then Ms. Jackson's representatives quickly distanced her from that man and his apology, saying he was not her manager and was not authorized to speak for her.

The unusual turn of events began when The Guardian published a wide-ranging interview with Ms. Jackson timed to promote the European leg of her concert tour. When the reporter, Nosheen Iqbal, said the United States "could be on the verge of voting in its first Black female president," referring to Ms. Harris, Ms. Jackson responded by saying: "Well, you know what they supposedly said? She's not Black. That's what I heard. That she's Indian."

When Ms. Iqbal replied that Ms. Harris, the Democratic nominee, is the daughter of an Indian woman and a Jamaican father who is Black, Ms. Jackson responded, "Her father's white."

"That's what I was told," she added. "I mean, I haven't watched the news in a few days. I was told that they discovered her father was white."

Across social media, people expressed bewilderment over Ms. Jackson's comments. On "The View" on Monday, one of the hosts, Ana Navarro, said Ms. Jackson had been "very irresponsible" and had used the Guardian interview "carelessly, to spread misinformation."

Mo Elmasri, who said he was Ms. Jackson's manager, issued an apology on Sunday in which he said her statements were "based on misinformation." Ms. Jackson, he told BuzzFeed, "respects Harris's dual heritage as both Black and Indian and apologizes for any confusion caused."

After the statement was repeated by other news media outlets, representatives for Ms. Jackson issued a statement to Variety, saying that Mr. Elmasri was not her manager and was not an authorized spokesman. They told Variety that Randy Jackson, one of Ms. Jackson's brothers, is her manager.

Ms. Jackson's representatives did not respond to requests for comment, and neither she nor her representatives appear to have tried to distance themselves from her statements about Ms. Harris.

Ms. Jackson's comments echoed former President Donald J. Trump's recent attacks on Ms. Harris's racial identity. In July, Mr. Trump, the Republican nominee, told an audience of Black journalists that Ms. Harris only recently "became a Black person." This month, in a debate with Ms. Harris, Mr. Trump said that he had read that Ms. Harris was not Black. "Then I read that she was Black," he said. "And that's OK. Either one was OK with me. That's up to her."

Ms. Harris has long embraced both her Black and South Asian identities. She attended Howard University, a historically Black institution, and pledged Alpha Kappa Alpha, the nation's first sorority established for Black college women.

A spokeswoman for the Harris campaign did not immediately respond to a request for comment on Monday.

Mr. Elmasri's profile on IMDb, the entertainment database, was mostly stripped of information by Monday afternoon, but earlier in the day it had showed him as being connected to "Janet Jackson: Family First," a forthcoming Lifetime and A&E documentary series. (Variety reported that the page identified him as an executive producer.) He has also previously been identified as her manager in statements, including one that was issued last month promoting her upcoming Las Vegas residency.

Mr. Elmasri said in an email on Monday that he no longer worked for Ms. Jackson and that he was fired over the weekend after he issued the apology statement.

"I was fired by Janet and Randy, after attempts to improve her image in front of public opinion and her fans," he said, "and this is something I do not deserve."
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The Menendez Brothers: What to Know Ahead of the New Netflix Series

"Monsters: The Lyle and Erik Menendez Story" chronicles the trials of two brothers who killed their parents in 1989, and their aftermath. Much has changed since then.

Lyle, left, and Erik Menendez in 1990. The brothers were portrayed by prosecutors and in many media accounts during their court trials as opportunists, impatient for their inheritance. Nick Ut/Associated Press



By Shivani Gonzalez



Sep 18, 2024 at 10:01 AM

On Aug. 20, 1989, Lyle and Erik Menendez, ages 21 and 18, shot and killed their parents in the family's Beverly Hills mansion. Both were sentenced to life in prison in 1996 after two highly publicized trials, the first of which was broadcast on the then-nascent Court TV.

But in the 35 years since the crime, the public has become increasingly divided on whether the brothers were merely the stone-cold opportunists the prosecution said they were. Now Ryan Murphy -- who has a longstanding knack for taking on stories at the intersection of true crime, celebrity and media -- is weighing in with a new scripted version of their story, premiering Thursday on Netflix.

Titled "Monsters: The Lyle and Erik Menendez Story," the series stars Nicholas Alexander Chavez and Cooper Koch as Lyle and Erik, with Javier Bardem and Chloe Sevigny playing their parents, Jose and Kitty Menendez. It is the second installment of the Monster anthology, created by Murphy with Ian Brennan. The first focused on the serial killer Jeffrey Dahmer.

A lot has happened since 1989 -- including numerous documentaries, podcasts and a "Law & Order" series -- as the case and cultural attitudes have evolved. Need to get caught up? Here's a brief refresher and an update on more recent developments.

The Menendez family story

From left, Nicholas Chavez as Lyle Menendez, Cooper Koch as Erik and Javier Bardem as Jose in a scene from the scripted series "Monsters: The Lyle And Erik Menendez Story." Miles Crist/Netflix


Jose Menendez was a successful entertainment executive who fled his native Cuba for the United States on his own at the age of 16, shortly after Fidel Castro took power. He married his college girlfriend, Mary Louise Andersen, better known as Kitty. They had two sons, and after some time on the East Coast, the family settled in the Los Angeles area.

Lyle and Erik grew up immersed in wealth and privilege: Their house in Beverly Hills was on one of the most sought-after blocks; Erik became a nationally ranked tennis player; Lyle attended Princeton University (though he was ultimately suspended). But the family had secrets. In court, both brothers testified that their father had begun molesting them at a young age and that their mother had known about it.

Reporting on the trial for The New York Times, Seth Mydans wrote of Lyle, "The defendant was in tears almost from the start as he told a story of a frightened child suffering terrifying pressures from a demanding and cruel father, and expressions of hatred from his mother."

What happened on Aug. 20, 1989?

Erik with the brothers' defense attorney Leslie Abramson in 1993. She presented a photograph to Erik of himself as a young boy. Nick Ut/Associated Press


Kitty and Jose were watching television in their living room when their sons came in and shot them both multiple times at close range with 12-gauge shotguns.

Accounts of the timeline vary, but at some point, the brothers bought movie tickets at a local theater and went to the "Taste of L.A." festival in Santa Monica -- seemingly to create an alibi.

At 11:47 p.m., Lyle called 911, crying, and said "someone shot my parents." The police found that in addition to the fatal shots to the head, Jose and Kitty had been shot in the kneecaps, which prosecutors later said was to make the attack appear to be a mob hit. The brothers weren't viewed as suspects at first. Then people started to notice questionable conduct, including odd behavior at their parents' funeral and excessive spending.

How did the murder trials unfold?

Lyle was arrested on March 8, 1990, after police received a tip from Judalon Smyth, who was having an extramarital affair with L. Jerome Oziel, the brothers' psychologist. Smyth said she had overheard them telling Oziel that they had killed their parents; she also said he had the confession on tape. The tapes were later used as evidence in the trial after Judge James Albracht ruled that doctor-patient privilege did not apply because the brothers had threatened Oziel.

Erik was arrested days later, after returning from a tennis tournament in Israel.

In a trial that began in 1993, the brothers testified that they had killed their parents out of fear for their lives after years of sexual, emotional and physical abuse. Their cousins Andy Cano and Diane Vander Molen both testified that they had been aware of the molestation for years. Erik and Lyle said that in the days before the killings, they had confronted their parents and Jose had threatened to kill them if they didn't keep quiet about it.

The televised trial ended in January 1994 with two deadlocked juries (each defendant had been assigned a separate jury), so a retrial was ordered. It was not televised.

In the retrial, which began in 1995, with a single jury, Judge Stanley Weisberg barred the defense from revisiting much of the abuse argument, including testimony from the brothers' cousins and multiple character witnesses. In March 1996, each brother was convicted of two counts of first-degree murder and conspiracy to commit murder. They were sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole.

Bardem with Chloe Sevigny, who plays Kitty Menendez. Jose and Kitty were gunned down while they were watching TV and eating ice cream. Miles Crist/Netflix


Where is the case now?

Over the years, the conversation around the brothers has shifted. At the time of the killings, the difficulty of escaping patterns of sexual abuse, especially when the victims are boys and men, was not always recognized. During the closing arguments of the first trial, the prosecutor David Conn said that Erik "wants you to believe his father is abusing him on a routine basis, forcing him to engage in sexual acts against his will; he expects you to believe it never occurred to him to leave."

More recent treatments of the brothers's stories -- including several documentaries and the scripted series "Law & Order True Crime: The Menendez Murders" -- have been more sympathetic toward the brothers, acknowledging the dire effects that sexual and emotional abuse can have in childhood.

At the same time, new evidence has emerged. The journalist Robert Rand, who has covered the story for decades and written a book, "The Menendez Murders," uncovered a letter Erik wrote when he was 17 to Cano, his cousin, describing the sexual abuse by his father and how afraid he was. A 2023 Peacock docuseries, "Menendez + Menudo: Boys Betrayed," based on reporting by Rand and Nery Ynclan, detailed new accusations by a former member of the Puerto Rican boy band Menudo that he had been sexually assaulted as a teenager by Jose.

Amid the renewed interest, the brothers and their case have become something of a social media phenomenon, with legions of young people advocating their release. In May 2023, Cliff Gardner, a lawyer for the brothers, filed a habeas corpus petition arguing that their conviction should be vacated because of the new evidence.
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Woman Accuses Sean Combs of Raping Her in Filmed Attack

In a new lawsuit, the woman said Mr. Combs and his bodyguard drugged and assaulted her in his recording studio in 2001.

Sean Combs, who faces several lawsuits accusing him of sexual assault, was arrested last week on federal charges of racketeering conspiracy and sex trafficking. Shareif Ziyadat/Getty Images



By Julia Jacobs



Sep 24, 2024 at 10:20 PM

A woman accused the hip-hop mogul Sean Combs of drugging and raping her at his recording studio in Manhattan in 2001 in a lawsuit filed on Tuesday, saying that she learned last year that the assault had been recorded and shown to others.

The lawsuit was filed about a week after Mr. Combs, 54, was arrested on charges of racketeering conspiracy and sex trafficking, to which he has pleaded not guilty. Six other women have accused Mr. Combs of sexual assault in lawsuits in the past year, while three additional lawsuits have accused him of sexual misconduct.

The plaintiff in the suit filed on Tuesday, Thalia Graves, said in her complaint that she was 25 at the time of the assault and knew Mr. Combs through her boyfriend at the time, who was working for Bad Boy, Mr. Combs's record label. The lawsuit said that in or around the summer of 2001, Mr. Combs called her and asked to meet in person. After arriving in an S.U.V. to pick her up, the lawsuit said, he offered her a glass of wine that made her feel "lightheaded, dizzy and physically weak."

When they arrived at the recording studio, the suit said, Ms. Graves lost consciousness and later woke up to find herself naked and her hands tied behind her back with "what felt like a plastic grocery bag." She said in the court filing that a bodyguard of Mr. Combs's had lifted her up and slammed her down onto a table, after which she recalled Mr. Combs raping her.

"Plaintiff was unable to move, totally overpowered physically, in addition to being drugged and bound," according to the lawsuit, which was filed in federal court in Manhattan.

Representatives for Mr. Combs did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Ms. Graves's suit also names the bodyguard, Joseph Sherman, as a defendant, saying that he assaulted her and forced her to give him oral sex. Mr. Sherman said in an interview that he stopped working with Bad Boy in 1999 and had "nothing to do" with Mr. Combs by 2001.

"I categorically -- a trillion times -- deny it," Mr. Sherman said. "Not only do I deny it, I don't know who she is. I've never seen this woman."

Mr. Sherman said in the interview that Ms. Graves had reached out to him via social media months ago. He said he responded that he had no idea what she was talking about.

In Mr. Combs's criminal case, prosecutors accused him of a "decades-long pattern" of physical and sexual violence facilitated by an array of aides. His lawyers have vehemently denied the charges in the indictment, calling him an "innocent man."

The center of the case mirrors a lawsuit filed by the singer Cassie, a former girlfriend of Mr. Combs's whose full name is Casandra Ventura. Mr. Combs quickly settled Ms. Ventura's suit in November but has been fighting the other lawsuits in court, with his lawyers portraying the plaintiffs as people who are crafting false claims to try to get their own settlements.

"Everyone lined up to get their checks," one of his lawyers, Marc Agnifilo, said of the civil suits in a court hearing last week.

Ms. Graves said in her lawsuit that her former boyfriend told her shortly after Cassie filed her lawsuit that Mr. Combs and Mr. Sherman had shown him and other employees footage of Ms. Graves being raped years earlier. She then reached out to Mr. Sherman, the lawsuit said, hoping to convince him to destroy the tape or give it to her.

It was unclear whether any footage of an encounter between Mr. Combs and Ms. Graves currently exists. Gloria Allred, a lawyer for Ms. Graves, said at a news conference on Tuesday that the video "may still be out there being viewed," and the lawsuit accuses the defendants of continuing "to show the video of the rape to others over the years."

Ms. Allred declined to say whether her client had been involved in the criminal case against Mr. Combs.

Ms. Graves said at the news conference that the incarceration of Mr. Combs, who is being housed in the Metropolitan Detention Center in Brooklyn after being denied bail, gave her a "temporary feeling of relief."

Her lawsuit was filed under New York City's Victims of Gender-Motivated Violence Protection Law, which has become a last resort for accusers looking to revive older claims. The suit also cites laws around unlawful dissemination of pornography.

Kirsten Noyes contributed research.
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Video Game Review


Echoes of Wisdom Empowers Zelda to Create Her Own Path

Princess Zelda's magic wand can make a copy of nearly everything in the game, offering inventive solutions to enemy encounters and environmental puzzles.

Whether it's a shrub or a clay pot, a block of ice, a plushly quilted bed or a sword-swinging Moblin, little lies beyond the reach of Zelda's copy-pasting powers. Nintendo



By Yussef Cole



Sep 25, 2024 at 01:00 PM

The Legend of Zelda: Echoes of Wisdom finds us once again in the imperiled medieval fantasy world of Hyrule. This time, a mysterious force has been creating disastrous rifts that suck buildings and people alike into a dark and mysterious void. You start by fighting through a dungeon as Link, the protagonist of every previous Legend of Zelda game, but your time with him is brief.

For the first time, Princess Zelda takes on the mantle of hero.

Working with a diminutive yellow orb named Tri, Zelda sets out to repair the many rifts across the game's midsize open world and to restore Hyrule to its previous idyll. How she accomplishes this task is what makes Echoes of Wisdom special.

Tri gifts Zelda with a magic wand that allows her to manipulate the environment in various ways. Not only can she grab distant objects and move them around -- a mechanic familiar to those who have played recent Legend of Zelda titles like Breath of the Wild or Tears of the Kingdom -- she can also make an echo, or copy, of nearly everything in the game's world.

Whether it's a shrub or a clay pot, a block of ice, a plushly quilted bed or a sword-swinging Moblin, little lies beyond the reach of Zelda's copy-pasting powers. It's endlessly fun.

Instead of the familiar sword-and-shield gameplay that defines the franchise, Zelda can bring a bevy of creative solutions to encounters with enemies. She can throw a murder of crows at them; freeze them with an Ice Keese; set fire to the environment with a crawling Torch Slug; or simply pick the offending monster up with the wand's tractor beam and drop it off the nearest cliff.

The magic also makes for fascinating and inventive solutions to the game's many environmental puzzles. You can use stomping blocks as steppingstones to reach higher platforms. You can extend liquid bridges across chasms or choose to be carried over on a Flying Tile. You can stack up a pile of beds until you've made a very ugly, if perfectly functional, stairway. It's powerful magic that makes for refreshing gameplay.

Each area provides fresh monsters and environments, like cold zones with meltable walls and underwater areas with swift currents to navigate, that you may employ your smorgasbord of echoes against. The game's default level of difficulty is forgiving, and gives you plenty of space to experiment before finding a solution that clicks in an interesting or downright goofy way. Though Zelda is given access to Link's weapons over the course of the game, it's often far more entertaining to spawn in monsters or environmental features and discover what kind of surprising effects they may have.

Build a bed bridge to get somewhere comfortably. Nintendo


Tri and its globular allies employ a similar magic on a much grander scale. They can bring whole castles, town squares, temples and lakes back from the void known as the Stilled World, and return them whole cloth to their original sites. It's a strange effect. Doubly so thanks to the top-down, toy-ified aesthetic of Echoes of Wisdom, whose round-cornered, zoomed-in diorama look was established by the 2019 remake of Link's Awakening.

Everything in Echoes of Wisdom fits precisely on its own tile, with a predetermined depth and height. In one of the early rift-healing sequences, you watch as an ally of Tri plops down a cookie-cutter tree on the right side of a house and floats offscreen only to immediately return and blink out of nothingness a perfectly symmetrical twin on the house's opposite side. It feels like watching a developer build out a section of the map in real time.

Everything is seemingly interchangeable, everything is seemingly an echo of an echo. And that gives the impression that very little in the world actually has any substance or bespoke meaning. Since Zelda can zap and hoover up nearly everything, it becomes confusing at times knowing which objects are real and which are the temporary echoes.

This confusion fits with the approach Nintendo has always taken with its Legend of Zelda games, which, unlike its Mario or Metroid series, are less a linear narrative with plot beats than an endless retelling of the same heroic journey using relatively blank-slate characters.

Turn foes into friends in a flash. Nintendo


The games try, through their text, to sell themselves as mythological stories, slotting their main characters into fate-determined archetypes: the hero and the priestess of legend. The actual details of the plot are largely arbitrary and unimportant. The same sorts of monsters, the same villages, the same side characters dutifully making an appearance before trotting away. When King Rhoam enters, I recognize his character from Breath of the Wild. He feels unspecific to Echoes of Wisdom, more a token that moves the plot forward than Zelda's father with personal motivations.

Echoes of Wisdom muddles things even further by inserting the question of whether these characters are real or false echoes; in the story, they often appear as impostors masquerading as the originals.

There's a certain irony here in light of how aggressively Nintendo pursues cases of copyright infringement. It has a long history of sending takedown notices to makers of fan-made games and recently filed a patent infringement lawsuit against the developers of Palworld, whose characters and mechanics resemble ones from the Pokemon franchise.

When it comes to the characters and mythology underlying its worlds, Nintendo maintains a remarkably iron grip. But within that protected space, it tends to provide players with a surprisingly flexible and experimental sandbox. How precious, after all, can Nintendo be about the lore of The Legend of Zelda when, in Echoes of Wisdom, you can plop down a bed right in the middle of a pitched battle and take a power nap to regain your lost hearts? Or spawn a flaming brazier next to a living snowman, sit back and observe the macabre spectacle of it melting into a puddle?

Other long-running series like Final Fantasy reset their stories in each incarnation, but they each feature new characters with specific relationships to their unique worlds. With Zelda, you get the same Hyrule, the same Kakariko Village nestled under Eldin Volcano, the same Mount Lanayru, the same sandstorm-swept Gerudo Desert. There is just enough specificity to feel familiar and untouchable at the same time.

The Zelda games try to sell themselves as mythological narratives, slotting their main characters into fate-determined archetypes. Nintendo


Echoes of Wisdom uses Hyrule as a platform upon which to experiment and explore, and it's quite successful in this respect. But this Hyrule is not a place that lets me emotionally connect to its characters, or see them as anything more than elaborate toys to pick up and plunk around.

While piloting my own tiny Zelda, who dons adorable outfits and spins elegantly, swinging her ponytail about in a flourish, I have fun re-enacting the storied myth. This time there are some spooky twists and existential turns as beloved figures are drained of color and life before her eyes and drawn into the malevolent Stilled World.

I can't help but wonder, though, what Echoes of Wisdom might look like if it took the same experimental ethos in its gameplay and applied it to its iconic characters. Nintendo would do well to rescue them from the timeless void of its immobile legacy, not to be employed as flat archetypes, but as real, living characters who might better stand apart from decades of history.

The Legend of Zelda: Echoes of Wisdom will be released for the Nintendo Switch on Thursday.
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A Moment in Time, Preserved in Polyester

Vintage soccer jerseys have become a streetwear staple, and a target of major investors. Their real appeal lies in the memories they conjure.




By Rory Smith
Photographs by Jack Roe
Rory Smith reported from Manchester, England, wondering where he put the 1994 Bari jersey he had completely forgotten about.


Sep 23, 2024 at 10:01 AM

The temperature drops perceptibly as Doug Bierton discreetly sweeps the bracelet on his left wrist over a wall-mounted sensor and enters the vault.

Like access to this locked room, the climate inside it is strictly controlled. To the uninitiated, this might seem excessive. Its contents are not jewels, or watches, or the treasures of some lost civilization. They are, instead, soccer jerseys: roughly 6,500 of them, hanging from great metal racks.

This is just a tiny fraction of the stock that Mr. Bierton's company, Classic Football Shirts, holds at any given time. In the cavernous warehouse that surrounds the vault, there are at any given moment more than a million jerseys, hats and other pieces of apparel. This room is for those items Mr. Bierton cannot bear to part with, the pieces -- including match-worn editions of some of the most iconic jerseys in history -- he has deemed too precious to sell.

At first glance, it does not seem like that. The overall impression is of an overstuffed closet: a jumble of man-made fabrics and a riot of color, all vivid reds, lurid yellows and royal blues.

Mr. Bierton, though, can find any particular jersey in just a few seconds. He has memorized the provenance, the background and the story of each one. He knows the stains, and the defects, that prove their authenticity.

He has been in the business of buying and selling soccer jerseys for almost 20 years, ever since he founded Classic Football Shirts, an online platform for trading vintage editions, with a friend in 2006. At heart, though, he remains an enthusiast, a collector and a fan.

Mr. Bierton winces a little when asked to choose his favorites among the company's private reserve -- "I think I'd rather pick between my kids," he said -- but it is telling that the ones he gravitates toward are not necessarily the most valuable, the rarest or the most daring in design, but the ones that mean the most to him.

His prize possession, for example, is a jersey from the 1991 final of the Cup Winners' Cup, a now discontinued European competition. That match was won by Manchester United, the team Mr. Bierton supports. It is one of the first games he remembers.

He has a particular fondness, too, for the uniforms of the Italian team Fiorentina, and particularly the 1999 edition. The shirt, a deep, rich purple, is almost indistinguishable from the deep, rich purple versions of the years before and after, but it is the one that he remembers the club wearing when it came to Manchester to play United.

Mr. Bierton sees the vault as many things. It is a store of future value for his business. It is an archive of soccer history, a resource that can be used for museums, exhibitions or television documentaries. It is a monument to a collector's obsession. Most of all, though, the polyester treasures it contains are a way of telling a story. Each jersey acts as a repository of memory.

Classic Cool

At the end of a recent vacation in London, Ilka Husmann and her daughter Eila found themselves in one of the world's greatest cities with a day to spare. They wanted to crown the trip with a "highlight," Ilka said, before returning home to Germany. Eila knew exactly what that should be, even if it meant a two-hour train ride to Manchester.

"We had already been to the Classic Football Shirts store in London," Ilka said. "But she wanted to come to the one in Manchester, too." In her hand, she held the fruits of their trip: half a dozen vintage items, including Manchester United, Manchester City and Liverpool jerseys from the early 1990s.

To fans, just a glimpse at a shirt can conjure a memory of a player, or a goal. 


In the tribal world of English soccer, the haul bordered on heresy: So deep are the rivalries between those clubs that it would be taboo for one person to wear the jersey of more than one of them. That does not concern Elia. "I wear them as streetwear," she said. The design, and the era they conjure, are more important to her than the affiliation.

Classic Football Shirts has noticed more and more customers like her in its stores in recent years, as vintage soccer jerseys first bled into streetwear and then earned the influencer stamp of approval.

The trend may have reached its peak last year, when Kim Kardashian decided to go for a walk in a 1997 Roma jersey and her ex-husband, Ye, appeared in a wholly forgettable Portsmouth goalkeeper shirt. Drake, Addison Rae and Robert Downey, Jr., among others, have endorsed teams from Juventus to Celtic.

Classic Football Shirts does not quite know why this has happened, but it is not complaining. When Mr. Bierton and a friend, Matt Dale, founded the company in 2006, it was part passion project and part side hustle for two students attracted to older and more offbeat jerseys than the new ones being sold by clubs every year.

In the early days, they would spend hours online chasing unwanted jerseys; scouring secondhand stores and market stalls; and arriving unannounced at retailers and happily heaving their unwanted stock into a van.

"They take you back to a specific place in your life," one of the company's co-founders, Matt Dale, said of the jerseys that fill his warehouse.


Now, in addition to two permanent stores, they have run pop-ups in Berlin, Tokyo and New York. They acquire stock directly from the companies that manufacture jerseys. And they sort the hundreds more vintage editions that still arrive at their warehouse every day, unearthed from the backs of closets and private collections. The company authenticates them, passes them under the expert eyes of its valuation "gurus" and then sells them on.

That may just be the start. Last year, a private equity firm, The Chernin Group, bought a stake in Classic Football Shirts. In September, the former United States striker Alex Morgan, the soccer commentator Stu Holden and the actor (and Wrexham co-owner) Rob McElhenny invested, too. The company's plans include opening stores across the United States.

Part of the appeal, without a doubt, is the streetwear boom. Greg Bettinelli, a partner at The Chernin Group, sees in vintage soccer jerseys a market similar to that catered to by the sneaker exchange sites StockX and GOAT. "It's become cool to wear classics," he said. "Not jerseys that you're buying on Arsenal.com. Ones that are hard to find, and impossible to replicate."

That, to Mr. Bierton and Mr. Dale, is the key to everything their business has become. Vintage jerseys do more than declare loyalty to a team. They root the wearer in a specific era, act as a gauge of the depth of their fandom. "They're kudos-related," Mr. Bierton said. "They're a way of saying: 'I get it.'"

One of One

Soccer came relatively late to the idea that fans might want to wear the jerseys of their favorite teams. "There are some really famous ones that never really existed as replicas," Mr. Bierton said. "If you look at some of the shirts from the 1990 World Cup, say, there were only ever a handful of them: one for each of the players in the team, and maybe a few spares."

Over the last three decades, the sport has done all it can to make up for lost time. Since the early 1990s, it has become standard for teams to release at least one new jersey every year, and often as many as three: home and away editions and, frequently, an alternate design to be worn only on special occasions or in cases of extreme color clash with an opponent.

Sometimes, the changes are merely cosmetic: a modified trim, or a different type of collar. Occasionally, they are more stark: a new sponsor, a new manufacturer, an entirely new color.

The rationale, of course, is pure, uncut capitalism. But the effect is profound. The precise combination of design, sponsor and manufacturer happens only once, representing not just a team but a moment in time.

"They take you back to a specific place in your life," Mr. Dale said. "It might be where you were, or what you were doing, when you first saw them. Or it might be a particular game, or a particular goal. They kind of tie together the tapestry of your past."
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Quiz: Can you name the team (and the year) for each of these vintage jerseys? Answers below. 

One of Mr. Dale's great pleasures is witnessing that happen in real time in one of the stores. "People have an almost physical reaction to seeing some of the shirts," he said. Much of the time, that response is reserved for one of the established classics, what Mr. Bierton refers to as the "O.G." jerseys: iconic designs like the Netherlands in 1988, West Germany in 1990.

"Some of that is rarity -- they didn't produce as many replicas then, so there aren't as many -- and some of it is the design," he said. "But it's also what they meant." In the stores, the most expensive jerseys, priced at around $500, largely come from that group.

But there is a generational difference, too. What makes a jersey a classic is personal meaning as much as design, just as what makes something vintage depends on your age.

That is the bet that the company's new investors have made: that vintage soccer jerseys are more than just a streetwear fad, and that each successive generation will fall in love with their a new set of favorites. It is also what has led two former college students with an interest in old jerseys to a world in which they are running pop-up stores a continent away, collaborating with adidas, and having Zoom calls with Rob McElhenny.

"It's incredible, really," Mr. Bierton said, standing in the cool air of the vault, surrounded by the jerseys he cannot bear to sell. "It's just a shame that it all means I get less time with the shirts."



Quiz answers: Top row, left to right: United States home, 1994 World Cup (bonus points if you knew Earnie Stewart wore No. 8); Scotland alternate, 1992; Nigeria home, 2018 World Cup;

Middle row: Hull City home, 1993; Fiorentina home, 1997; Caribous of Colorado home (North American Soccer League), 1978;

Bottom row: Netherlands home, 1988; Arsenal's famed bruised banana away shirt, 1991; Napoli home, 1990.
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On The Verge


A New Lace-Forward Fashion Line

The London-based women's wear brand Oiza is expanding ideas of British beauty.




By Kate Guadagnino



Sep 19, 2024 at 09:23 PM

On the Verge showcases emerging talent from the worlds of fashion, food, art and design.



Growing up in Chichester, a small city in the south of England, the fashion designer Olivia Ozi-Oiza Chance often heard talk of this or that "English rose." The term -- used to describe a pale-skinned, pink-cheeked female beauty -- unsettled Chance, who has a British father and a Nigerian mother. "It made me question: 'Am I beautiful? Am I desirable?'" she says.

This week, the designer's namesake brand, Oiza, returned to London Fashion Week with a collection that's both a re-examination and a repudiation of the English rose. The clothes may be romantic: a cotton lace vest with a row of baroque pearls, a gathered duchess satin skirt with cutouts. But, like all of Chance's work, they were partly conceived to subvert longstanding aesthetic ideals. "Britain is becoming more and more diverse," says Chance, who was one of five designers selected this year by the British Fashion Council DiscoveryLAB program, which highlights the work of rising talents, "and beauty standards need to be changed to reflect society."

For research, she looked to archetypal English gardens, but also beyond them. One of her main inspirations was the artist Harold Gilman's circa 1905 "Portrait of a Black Gardener," thought to be the first full-length British painting of a sub-Saharan African person without other subjects. Chance pays tribute to this gardener -- who wears a white button-up, taupe slacks and a pensive expression -- with one of the collection's genderless pieces, a cream-colored jacquard button-up that's styled in the lookbook with high-waisted floral brocade cargo pants. Other elevated takes on workwear include a pair of straight-leg overalls in supple brown suede and a black apronlike dress with a delicate lace band across the front. References to Chance's Nigerian side also abound: A stone-colored crocheted cardigan with a scalloped edge that calls to mind the garment of an Englishwoman tending her garden is adorned with cowrie shells (once used as currency in West Africa), and a beige crochet halter-neck dress has been hitched above and below the hips in a nod to the wrap skirts Nigerian women wear to tend theirs.

These pieces are the fullest expression to date of a vision Chance, 31, has been developing for most of her life. "I was very immersed in my two cultures from early on," she says. "We had African sculptures and my mom would cook Nigerian food a lot." It was Chance's mother, a model turned skin-care entrepreneur, who'd wear a gele (head wrap) and other staples of traditional Nigerian dress to church, who sparked Chance's interest in fashion, even if, like most children, the designer wanted to fit in with her friends and usually dressed accordingly.

In time, Chance came to embrace her dual heritage more fully, and by 2012, when she began studying design at Middlesex University in London, it felt less like something to be navigated and more like fertile creative ground. Her final school collection, Sunday Best, referenced Victorian England, ceremonial masks worn by the Bamileke people of Cameroon and various pockets of the African diaspora. It also cemented lace as a primary material for her: She likes its varied texture, and that it enables her to channel African fashions by making things graphic and geometric, but in her own way -- by relying on the material itself rather than on color and print. She sources the fabric from U.K.-based African vendors whenever possible.

In 2018, following stints at brands including Martine Rose and Burberry, and while still a designer at the British fashion retailer AllSaints, Chance created a small collection of clothes -- hand-stitching lace panels and trims in her off hours -- and photographed them at Riyom Rock, a striking assemblage of stones south of Jos, Nigeria. Around the same time, she documented residents of London's Peckham area, which is known as Little Lagos, with the goal of creating the kind of archive of contemporary, high-end Nigerian style that she'd been unable to find in her school days. Along with the diversity and antiracism initiative she spearheaded at her industry job, these projects gave her renewed confidence that, as she puts it, "yeah, I have something to say." She launched Oiza in 2022.

The brand's first presentation, a cross-cultural exploration of wedding and funeral garb, took place in a London church this past February. But the line garnered attention even before that: Chance would wear pieces to fashion events and last year wore several during her own wedding weekend in Tuscany. She chose a slim-fitting white lace dress accented with pearls and ostrich feathers for the welcome dinner and a cowrie shell-embellished bra for a pool party, emphasizing the extent to which the clothes are at once geared toward others -- "I want them to be like pieces of art or collectibles that you have in your wardrobe forever," she says -- and deeply personal. As Chance says, "It's me telling my story."
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Inspired by a Children's Book, They're Having a 'Strega Nona September'

A pasta-making witch from a beloved 1975 fable is being hailed online as the blueprint for a very specific strain of autumnal coziness.

"Strega Nona," the book by Tomie dePaola, came out in 1975, but its title character is finding another life online. Tomie dePaola



By Callie Holtermann



Sep 23, 2024 at 08:45 PM

By the autumnal equinox on Sunday, Danni Capalbo had already had her fall game plan in place for weeks. She would spend the coming months wrapped in cozy layers in her apartment in Boston, stirring up steaming vats of carbohydrates.

Her inspiration for the season is a benevolent witch she met in the hills of Calabria, many years ago: Strega Nona, the title character of a 1975 children's book of the same name by Tomie dePaola.

"She's so relatable," said Ms. Capalbo, 28. "She's a little Italian witch who makes pasta all the time."

She first encountered the character in her childhood library. But lately she has been seeing Strega Nona pop up on social media, recast by adults as a patron saint of autumnal nostalgia.

She joined in by posting a tribute to the character that has been viewed more than 300,000 times on TikTok. Other fans have enumerated the signs of a "Strega Nona September," or joked that they were trading the chaos of "brat summer" for a more wholesome "Strega Nona fall."

"Strega Nona core is very much my vibe for 2024, being old in spirit and hunched over a pot," Caroline Goldfarb, a writer and co-founder of a tinned-fish company, said in an interview with Grub Street in January.

Big Anthony doesn't see Strega Nona blow three kisses to her magic pot of pasta, causing him to bungle her spell and pasta to overflow into the town. Tomie dePaola


If these posts are an outgrowth of the online habit of branding every season, they also represent an enduring fascination with a character known for her quiet way of life and gently administered lessons -- not exactly the typical recipe for internet fame.

Strega Nona, whose name means "Grandmother Witch," is a healer who enchants the townspeople with her magically refilling pasta pot. When she recruits the help of a young man named Big Anthony, he bungles the spell that is supposed to halt pasta making. The town overflows with noodles.

What about this story has bewitched fans well into adulthood?

Margaret Duncan, 29, a health care worker in Boston, finds herself reaching for characters like Strega Nona every autumn, when her nostalgia swells with the back-to-school season.

"I think that there's a longing for simplicity," she said. "Her biggest problem is that this young man who helps her made too much pasta."


Even that problem, Strega Nona is able to solve: She hands Big Anthony a fork and tells him to start eating.

The illustrations in the book, also by Mr. dePaola, feature the rich colors of the Italian countryside, replete with terra cotta shingles, jewel-tone peacocks and curling tendrils of pasta that extend across page breaks.

Ms. Capalbo said that the book conjured a certain snug atmosphere that was welcome as she hunkers down for colder weather. The character's witchiness, she added, is also a nice prelude to Halloween.

"Everyone has their big fun summer," she said. "Now you just want to be cozy and make pasta from your magic pasta pot."

"Strega Nona" is Mr. dePaola's retelling of a German folk tale, "The Sorcerer's Apprentice." The title was named a Caldecott Honor Book and yielded more than a dozen follow-ups including "Strega Nona Does It Again" and "Strega Nona Takes a Vacation."

It also became a subject of book bans, according to The New Yorker, for its portrayal of witchcraft. (Writing for the Cotsen Children's Library at Princeton University, one scholar argued in 2019 that Strega Nona's powers, which included soothing headaches and curing warts, seemed rather benign to warrant such a ban.)

Mr. dePaola, who wrote as well as illustrated "Strega Nona," won a Caldecott Honor, among other accolades, for the book. He died in 2020, at 85. Jim Cole/Associated Press


Mr. dePaola died in 2020, at 85. His longtime assistant, Bob Hechtel, said it was bittersweet that the author had not lived long enough to see his story's latest renaissance.

"I think he would have been completely thrilled that Strega Nona has in some way become a little bit of a cultural reference," said Mr. Hechtel, 70, who now manages the author's estate. "Tomie did not want to be forgotten."

The character has already cycled back into popular culture in unexpected ways. Strega Nona inspired a drug-infused stew in a 2015 episode of the show "Broad City." Last year, when 15 wheelbarrow loads of pasta were dumped in a forest in Old Bridge, N.J., many an online sleuth blamed Strega Nona.

Some of her fans seem to take a certain glee in remixing the children's book character with more mature themes.

Julianna Tracey, 24, who lives in western New York, dressed up for a recent Halloween as "Sexy Strega Nona." She wore a bonnet made from a cream-colored pillowcase and a pair of fishnets.

Julianna Tracey said her recent Halloween costume, "Sexy Strega Nona," was a hit: "Everybody now sends me Strega Nona memes." Julianna Tracey


Perhaps that juxtaposition of childhood and adulthood is why picture-book characters so often become meme fodder. Another recent example: Frog and Toad, the Arnold Lobel characters that resurged online thanks to a dedicated page on Reddit in 2017.

Krisha Mendoza, 41, a first-grade teacher in Delano, Calif., has been teaching her students about Frog and Toad's friendship. She plans to bring them into Strega Nona's mystical, noodle-filled world once the weather gets cooler.

"I'm going to bring her back for this generation," Ms. Mendoza said. "Her never-ending pasta needs to be remembered."
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How to Own Something by the Punk Poet Jun Takahashi

GU, Uniqlo's trendier sibling, is opening its first store outside Asia in SoHo, collaborating with the subversively witty Jun Takahashi of Undercover.

Jun Takahashi at his fall 2024 Undercover show at Paris Fashion Week. Thierry Chesnot/Getty Images



By Jessica Iredale



Sep 19, 2024 at 08:00 AM

Uniqlo, the Japanese retail behemoth owned by Fast Retailing, takes in roughly $2.5 billion in annual profits and more than 2,500 stores globally, including 61 in the United States. It is known for its smart, affordable basics -- cashmere and merino sweaters, Ultra Light Down jackets and tailoring -- that are conservative and classic, yet hip to the times. The same description applies to Uniqlo's robust fashion collaboration machine.

The practice of mass brands collaborating with runway designers is now ubiquitous -- and mutually beneficial. The financial powerhouses get the imprimatur of chic, and haute designers get a giant marketing budget with which to reach new customers.

Typically, the big brands place their bets on designers with the household-name fame and flash of a Karl Lagerfeld or Versace. But Uniqlo has favored more quiet, studious members of luxury's head-of-the-class. Jil Sander, JW Anderson and Lemaire were all tapped by Uniqlo for successful collaborations that lasted several years, not just a season.

If Uniqlo is the popular, overachieving, Type A child in the Fast Retailing family, then GU (pronounced like the letters G and U) is its trendier, more creative and progressive sibling. GU sets itself apart from competitors by offering one-tenth of the number of items that are "curated" in the name of lowering environmental impact and waste.

Now GU is coming to America. Today, GU, which operates 470 stores in Asia, opens its first flagship outside the continent, at 578 Broadway in SoHo. E-commerce and an app will also be released today in the United States.

Naturally, there is a designer collaboration in the mix, and it follows Uniqlo's niche playbook.

On a recent Thursday morning, Jun Takahashi, the designer of the Japanese label Undercover, was at GU's SoHo offices to discuss Kosmik/Noise, the 22-piece all-gender collection he designed for GU. The collaboration began in 2021, but with the opening of GU's New York store and e-commerce, Kosmik/Noise is newly available to a global audience.

Mr. Takahashi, who turns 55 on Saturday, was wearing a wide-brimmed Undercover hat branded with an upside-down A for anarchy, Buddy Holly sunglasses and a shirt from a recent Undercover collection with patches printed with scenes from "Twin Peaks." He was jet-lagged. His three-day trip to New York was his first in nearly a decade.

"Nothing's changed," he said of the city, with the help of a translator. His schedule was mostly devoted to meetings for GU, though he managed to squeeze in a trip to the Museum of Modern Art.

Apples are a consistent, if enigmatic, theme in Mr. Takahashi's work, as in this GU x Undercover tee. GU


Mr. Takahashi is considered a punk poet and modern oracle among fashion insiders. He began showing Undercover in Paris in 2002 at the behest of Rei Kawakubo. Nike, the North Face, Sacai and Uniqlo have tapped him for collaborations in the past. Mr. Takahashi excels at layering ordinary, everyday garments with bits of art, cinema and music, about which he is deeply passionate.

A onetime member of a Sex Pistols tribute band in Tokyo, Mr. Takahashi has a Spotify account that is loaded with 116 playlists titled Kosmik Musik, with tracks by David Byrne, Olafur Arnalds, Bach and Television, all running around 120 minutes, the time it takes him to commute to work.

Undercover's designs are known for delivering a rush of feelings capable of knocking the cynical wind out of the most seasoned fashion critics. Consider, for instance, the spring 2018 collection of reversible garments was shown entirely on eerie sets of twins inspired by "The Shining."

Last year, Mr. Takahashi showed glowing dresses with skirts designed like terrariums filled with flowers and live butterflies (that were set free after the show). The dresses were meant as a statement on grief and feeling stuck in a world from which he craved release.

The concept for the GU collaboration was more down-to-earth. Mr. Takahashi wanted to do simple items injected with a small dose of design, much like the T-shirt that started Undercover back in 1990. He defined Kosmik/Noise as "putting some spice into daily life." The collection's title is printed on shopping bags, T-shirts and collegiate sweatshirts.

There are tracksuits trimmed with a graphic pattern that match the tattoos on Mr. Takahashi's arms, a graphic used in Undercover's first Paris show. A "Wizard of Oz" motif plays out across a series of shirts, including one still of the Wicked Witch of West and Dorothy printed with the graphic headline "Surrender Dorothy."

Does one detect a whiff of the political?

"No," Mr. Takahashi said.

In addition to designing clothes, Mr. Takahashi has a fine art practice. He began exhibiting his paintings last year and will have a show next month in Hong Kong. Apples are a consistent theme in his work. The fruit makes an appearance in Kosmik/Noise, printed on a T-shirt surrounded by the words "heaven," "the universe," "chaos" and "hell." Asked to explain, Mr. Takahashi offered:

"It's not like I'm eating apples all the time," he said. "But the apple can have two sides. In "Sleeping Beauty" it can be a poison apple. But it can also be something really cute."
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She Was Fired From 'Summer House' but Now Gets the Last Laugh

The former reality television star has found her footing in comedy, with a hit Netflix special and a podcast tour.




By Valeriya Safronova



Sep 14, 2024 at 10:02 AM

It's easy to fall into a parasocial relationship with Hannah Berner -- open Netflix and she's talking about shower sex; open your podcast app, and she's explaining that "fart walks" aid digestion; scroll through TikTok, and she's asking people on the street if they urinate in hot tubs.

Over the last few years, Ms. Berner has made herself ubiquitous in the internet ecosystem, disarming viewers with her unfiltered humor and confessions.

Like many celebrities of our time, Ms. Berner, 33, has an eclectic resume. She ascended to minor fame in 2019, when she was on the Bravo reality show "Summer House" for three seasons. After exiting in 2021 following an unexpected villain arc, Ms. Berner pivoted to focusing on her standup, becoming known as a "girls' girl" comedian who jokes about involuntary bodily functions in one breath, and guns the next ("If I had a gun, I would lose it in my room every five minutes. Can someone call my gun?").

As of late, that C.V. includes a summer Netflix comedy special, "We Ride at Dawn"; a cross-country tour for the live version of her popular podcast, "Giggly Squad," with fellow host Paige DeSorbo, concluding at Radio City Music Hall in January; and a forthcoming book by the two, "How to Giggle: A Guide to Taking Life Less Seriously."



Ms. Berner was plagued by doubts two weeks before taping "We Ride at Dawn," her Netflix comedy special, shown above. But "right before I went onstage, this calm came over me," she said. Netflix


But before there was comedy or reality TV, there was a ball, a racket and a net. Ms. Berner spent her childhood, adolescence and college years training to become a professional tennis player.

Raised in Park Slope, Brooklyn, Ms. Berner had her first viral moment in 2009, when The New York Times and other local newspapers reported that she was competing for the boys' tennis team at Beacon High School in Manhattan, which didn't have a girls' team at the time. Not everyone was happy.

"I think that was when I first realized that my purpose on this planet was disrupting male spaces," Ms. Berner said over pancakes at Grand Canyon Diner, a neighborhood spot she frequented while growing up in a brownstone a few blocks away.

"I remember men getting mad and I didn't feel like I should make myself smaller, but that I should make myself bigger," she added.

She ranked nationally as a teenager and was named most valuable player on her team at the University of Wisconsin, but quit tennis after graduation.

The New York Times wrote about Ms. Berner when she was competing for the boys' tennis team in high school. "I think that was when I first realized that my purpose on this planet was disrupting male spaces." James Estrin/The New York Times


"I got hit by a car and the first thing I said was, 'Tell my coach I'll be late for practice,'" she said. 

"I need to listen to the universe right now," she recalled thinking. "I love the sport, but I wasn't happy, and I had been unhappy for so long, I didn't even know it. It was like a drug. If I won, I felt nothing, and if I lost, I was depressed."

A Second Act

Bereft, she soul-searched for a few years after college until she started freelancing for Betches, a digital media company in 2017, writing, producing and sometimes starring in videos for the site a few days a week.

It didn't pay much, but she was living with her parents at the time, and she discovered she had a knack for dreaming up funny content that spoke to the people -- or really, the girlies.

As her videos for Betches began to take off, she started a podcast called "Berning in Hell," in which she interviewed people in entertainment about their "personal hells," and started writing punchy tweets that she would send to meme-sharing social media accounts. 

In the summer of 2018, she joined the third season of "Summer House," a Bravo show that follows a group of young New Yorkers summering in the Hamptons. She already knew a few of the cast members when a producer reached out over Instagram. Ms. Berner had always liked the attention that came with being on camera, she said, and she enjoyed her first two seasons.

Shortly after her first season of "Summer House" aired, a friend dared her to take all those jokes and perform 10 minutes of standup in front of a few hundred people at Carolines on Broadway. Ms. Berner was surprised by how calm she felt onstage.

"After the intensity of tennis and the competitiveness, standup feels like being at after-school arts and crafts," she said.

These days, she feels most comfortable onstage. "After the intensity of tennis and the competitiveness, standup feels like being at after-school arts and crafts," Ms. Berner said. Krista Schlueter for The New York Times


She began touring the country, finessing her act, finding that her audiences were mostly women. "They just let me be myself," she said.

Her star was rising -- until Season 5 of "Summer House," which was shot during the first summer of the coronavirus pandemic. "We were locked in the house for eight weeks," she said. "I was having nightmares, I wasn't eating. It was just horrible."

Still, it wasn't until the show aired in February 2021 that Ms. Berner realized how she had come across on television.

"It was like seeing a story told by someone who doesn't like you," she said. "I had just gotten engaged. I remember being like, Why would this guy want to be with me?"

She had gone from being a well-liked character to a target of hate; fans railed at her for fighting with her roommates, throwing tantrums and not taking enough responsibility for her actions. A couple of months later, she was fired from the show. (Bravo did not return requests for comment; Ms. Berner said she would not return to reality television, nor does she watch it anymore.)

Along with standup, Ms. Berner credited her boyfriend at the time, Des Bishop, now her husband, for getting her through the aftermath.

"He kept me off my phone and kept my head up," she said.

They had met in July 2020, when she was hunkering down with her parents and their four cats on Shelter Island in New York. Mr. Bishop, who's also a comedian and was staying in Westhampton, an hour away, DMed her to ask if she wanted to grab a coffee.

She liked him immediately.

While she was filming "Summer House," they talked on the phone every night. About six months after their first meeting, they got engaged. They married in 2022 and now live together on the Lower East Side, close to the comedy clubs they both frequent.

"We got engaged before either of us ever saw the other do standup," Ms. Berner said.

Ms. Berner and her husband, Des Bishop, also a comedian, met in July 2020. "We laughed for four hours," she said. They were engaged after about six months and married in 2022. Dimitrios Kambouris/Getty Images


"My parents got engaged in six months, so I had this love story in my head," she continued. Mr. Bishop is 48. "He speaks Mandarin, he's traveled all over the world, he's smart, he reminds me of my family. I just fell in love."

Circumventing the Traditional Path

Ms. Berner is one of a recent wave of women who have made names for themselves in comedy and entertainment by building audiences through podcasts and social media.

The group includes the podcasters Claire Parker and Ashley Hamilton of "Celebrity Memoir Book Club" and Chelsea Devantez of "Glamorous Trash"; the actors Delaney Rowe and Megan Stalter; the YouTube star Amelia Dimoldenberg; and Alex Cooper of "Call Her Daddy" (Ms. Cooper, who is a fan, described Ms. Berner's focus on women and ability to command an audience in an email as "inspiring"). Ms. Berner occupies a space that's somewhere between these women and bawdy comedy stars like Chelsea Handler and Ali Wong.

Whitney Cummings, a longtime comedian and actress, said that the comedy landscape had changed in recent years, and that being mean for the sake of a joke is out. 

Ms. Berner, she said, "is a breath of fresh air because she can be funny without the darkness and without hurting anybody."

In the past, she said, "for a woman to even be tolerated in comedy, you had to hate yourself."

But though Ms. Berner pokes fun at herself, she also publicly celebrates her marriage, her career and her friendships. "You don't feel like you're enjoying her at the expense of her mental health," Ms. Cummings said.

After Ms. Berner was fired from "Summer House," she invested heavily -- both time and money -- in touring with her standup routine and in her podcast "Giggly Squad," on which she and Ms. DeSorbo, her roommate-turned-bestie since their first season of "Summer House," chat about anything and everything. A recent episode covered the 20-photo slide show format on Instagram; accidentally choking on food during work meetings; and Ms. Berner's Uber Eats order.

Paige DeSorbo, left, and Ms. Berner became close their first season together on "Summer House." Now they co-host a hit podcast, "Giggly Squad," for which are embarking on a 35-city tour.  Bravo, via Getty Images


"Not only did she bounce back, she bounced back 10 times harder than anyone on our show, and anyone I know," Ms. DeSorbo said.

On the Road, Again and Again

Her life these days is hectic -- three days after we met in Park Slope, she was in Calgary, Alberta, to perform at a comedy festival, and then it's on to her 35-city tour with Ms. DeSorbo.

The discipline Ms. Berner learned playing competitive tennis from ages 8 to 22 has helped keep her steady, she said. She doesn't drink alcohol on the road (she prefers Gatorade Zero) and heads straight to bed after her shows end.

Ms. Berner said she wanted to make sure that her passion for comedy didn't end up bringing her misery, the way tennis did.

"I was very mean to myself, but I learned the voices in your head aren't always you," she said. "They could be bullies or coaches. You don't have to believe every thought you think."

Ms. Berner has learned to overcome the inner critic she felt as a competitive tennis player. "I was very mean to myself, but I learned the voices in your head aren't always you," she said. Krista Schlueter for The New York Times


Her biggest psychological test so far came in March 2024, two weeks before taping the Netflix special.

"It was literally my demons being like, 'We're still here. You're still the same little girl,'" she said. "And I remember a quote that said, 'What if you just let your dreams come true?' Right before I went onstage, this calm came over me. You're not that little girl anymore. You're prepared, you wrote this and you can do this."
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style outside


Conveying Confidence Through Clothing

Signs of self-assurance were apparent in outfits on and off the runways at Milan Fashion Week.




Photographs and Text by Simbarashe Cha
Simbarashe Cha wrote the text and made these photographs for Style Outside, a visual column that explores street style around the world.


Sep 25, 2024 at 10:02 AM

The style on and off the runways at Milan Fashion Week has a self-assurance that can be particularly noticeable to those arriving straight from London Fashion Week, which turned 40 this year but has maintained a fledgling spirit.

It's hardly a surprise to see great tailoring in Italy, and this season some of the best suits spotted on the streets of Milan had cuts that created sharp shapes as their wearers moved. There were other clothes with broad shoulders and poppy colors that evoked the fashion of the early MTV era. That boldness carried over to many accessories, particularly for the ears: There were loops, hoops, cuffs and climbers. Some earrings looked a little like weapons from a ninja's arsenal; others resembled bunches of grapes.

On the runway many labels played with fringe, which trimmed skirts at Prada and protruded from sleeve cuffs at Jil Sander. Bottega Veneta showed elegant looks that mixed materials, and Marni -- through prints, colors and silhouettes -- imbued its clothes with the type of eclecticism that makes fashion fun.

An exquisite example of how to dress for the start of "sweater weather."


Fiery hair that lit up with each glint of the gold jewelry.


They offered modern interpretations of retro and sporty style.


On the runway at Marni, graphic floral prints were paired with somewhat eerie bug-eye sunglasses.


The lacy white shirt was a reminder of how some of the best Western-inspired outfits benefit from bucking convention.


A cool mixture of icy accessories, a chest ink and frosted hair.


The argyle on argyle exemplified power matching; the plaid on floral, power clashing.


Loosely coordinated slip dresses and coats gave them the aura of a girl group.


Sparkly fringe trimming brought a theatrical quality to this brat-green attire.


A navy-and-white-striped sweater looked less nautical paired with a fringed skirt on the runway at Prada.


Shredded denim covered the runway at the Diesel show, making it seem as if models were walking through a blue wasteland.


At the Jil Sander show, fringe could be spotted peeking out of shirt sleeves.


A face-off of like-shaped sunglasses.


Members of the K-pop group Enhypen, in dark wools and ties, evoked autumnal Ivy League style.


Traces of Valentine's Day could be detected in these ensembles' bright red and chocolate-brown palettes.


The Bottega Veneta runway was awash in juxtaposed textures and materials.


Fashion Week's breakneck pace can make it seem like a glamorous blur.


These looks shared earthy neutral tones and elongated sleeves.


A strong rebuke to those who say you can't wear white after Labor Day.
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