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      Politics

      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Growing number of New York Democrats call on Mayor Eric Adams to resign
        Maegan Vazquez, Azi Paybarah

        A federal indictment unsealed Thursday states that Adams has been charged with bribery, wire fraud and seeking illegal campaign donations.

      

      
        What to know about Eric Adams, his indictment and what comes next
        Annabelle Timsit, Adela Suliman

        New York City's mayor faces pressure to resign over news of the federal indictment, the details of which are not public. He said any charges were "based on lies."

      

      
        Election 2024 live updates: Harris to meet with Ukraine's Zelensky, speak on gun violence
        Amy B Wang, Azi Paybarah, Maegan Vazquez, Patrick Svitek, Mariana Alfaro

        Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.

      

      
        Read the indictment charging Eric Adams
        Washington Post staff

        New York Mayor Eric Adams was charged with bribery, wire fraud and seeking illegal campaign donations, according to a federal indictment.

      

      
        Why Donald Trump keeps talking about Kamala Harris's McDonald's job
        Philip Bump

        It's a small biographical detail meant to bolster her middle-class bona fides. But it's also hard to verify -- which Trump is happy to exploit.

      

      
        Senator targeted in deepfake call with 'malign actor' posing as Ukrainian
        Liz Goodwin, John Hudson

        The person on the call looked and sounded like the the ex-Ukrainian foreign minister, but asked odd questions.

      

      
        Doug Emhoff is all over the campaign trail. Melania Trump is not.
        Justine McDaniel

        The spouses of the Democratic presidential and vice-presidential nominees have been more visible on the campaign trail than those of the Republican candidates. Does it matter?

      

      
        Sweeping bill to overhaul Supreme Court would add six justices
        Justin Jouvenal, Tobi Raji

        The legislation by Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) is one of the most ambitious efforts to date to remake the Supreme Court following controversies over rulings and ethics.

      

      
        Clay Higgins sets a new benchmark on the racism Republicans will excuse
        Philip Bump

        Former Iowa representative Steve King was punished by House leaders for less.

      

      
        Post-UMD poll: Democrat Alsobrooks pulls ahead in Maryland's critical Senate race
        Erin Cox, Katie Shepherd, Scott Clement, Emily Guskin

        Alsobrooks is up by 11 percentage points, while Republican Larry Hogan remains popular enough to close the gap and has pulled off upsets before.

      

      
        These Americans voted from the ends of the Earth -- and beyond
        Praveena Somasundaram

        Earlier this month, two astronauts stuck at the International Space Station said they had requested absentee ballots to vote in this year's general election.

      

      
        Meet Barbara Jones, the ex-judge now policing Trump's business moves
        Jonathan O'Connell

        No other court-appointed monitor has been tasked with keeping tabs on the financial transactions of a former and perhaps soon-to-be-sitting president.

      

      
        Nebraska's 'blue dot' district suddenly at the center of election
        Paul Kane

        The Harris campaign is pouring money into winning a single electoral college vote in Nebraska, turning Omaha into one of the most unlikely battlegrounds.

      

      
        Harris flubs manufacturing jobs claim in MSNBC interview
        Glenn Kessler

        Earlier, in a speech in Pittsburgh, the vice president correctly noted that manufacturing jobs were falling under Donald Trump before the pandemic.

      

      
        GOP congressman posts, then deletes, racist comments about Haitians
        Justine McDaniel

        Democrats moved Wednesday evening to censure Rep. Clay Higgins of Louisiana over an X post deriding the Haitian community.

      

      
        Trump, without evidence, suggests possible Iranian involvement in two assassination attempts
        Marianne LeVine, Michael Birnbaum

        The Republican nominee called for threatening to blow the country to "smithereens" if it harmed a presidential candidate.

      

      
        Investigation launched into Wisconsin mayor who removed ballot drop box
        Patrick Marley

        The Wausau mayor had unspecified concerns about his city's drop box, so he put on a hard hat and moved the box to his office using a handcart.

      

      
        Singer Chappell Roan says she'll vote for Harris but won't endorse her
        Kyle Melnick

        Singer Chappell Roan said she will vote for Kamala Harris but won't "settle" by endorsing her after receiving backlash for an interview with the Guardian.

      

      
        Foreign leaders seek meetings with Trump as knife-edge election nears
        Isaac Stanley-Becker, Josh Dawsey

        British, Emirati and Qatari leaders met with Trump or were scheduled to do so this week during travel to the United States for the U.N. General Assembly.

      

      
        Trump returns to N.C.; Harris talks economy on MSNBC, in Pa.
        Amy B Wang, Azi Paybarah, Maegan Vazquez, Patrick Svitek, Mariana Alfaro

        Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.

      

      
        Senate, House pass bill to avert government shutdown, setting up December fight
        Jacob Bogage

        The House is poised to vote on a short-term funding bill that would extend funding through the election, averting a government shutdown set to strike Oct. 1.

      

      
        Harris urges investment in industry and cites her middle-class roots
        Matt Viser, Jeff Stein

        The Democratic nominee is pushing to reduce Donald Trump's political edge on the economy

      

      
        Zelensky warns U.N. that Russia is preparing to attack nuclear plants
        Michael Birnbaum

        The Ukrainian president addressed world leaders ahead of a pivotal White House meeting, where is he expected to outline a "victory plan" for President Joe Biden.

      

      
        Trump says he will 'protect' women. Many don't see it that way.
        Marianne LeVine, Hannah Knowles

        While the Republican nominee's pitch has resonated with some women who say it is reassuring, others called it paternalistic or insulting.

      

      
        Troubling signs for the GOP on mail voting
        Aaron Blake

        Republican leaders have pushed for their party to embrace early and mail voting, despite Trump's attacks on it. Voters appear to be taking their cues from him.

      

      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Opinions
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Growing number of New York Democrats call on Mayor Eric Adams to resign
A federal indictment unsealed Thursday states that Adams has been charged with bribery, wire fraud and seeking illegal campaign donations. 
By Maegan Vazquez, Azi Paybarah | 2024-09-26

New York City Mayor Eric Adams speaks with the press outside his official residence Gracie Mansion after he was charged with bribery and illegally soliciting a campaign contribution from a foreign national, in New York, on Sept. 26. (Bing Guan/Reuters)


A growing number of New York Democrats are calling on Mayor Eric Adams (D) to resign, broadly stating that his federal criminal indictment will hinder his ability to run the city.
A federal indictment unsealed Thursday states that Adams has been charged with bribery, wire fraud and seeking illegal campaign donations. The 57-page indictment accuses the mayor of having "sought and accepted improper valuable benefits, such as luxury international travel, including from wealthy foreign businesspeople and at least one Turkish government official seeking to gain influence over him." The indictment followed several high-profile resignations within his administration in recent weeks.
On Wednesday afternoon, before news broke that Adams would be facing an indictment, Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) wrote on X, "I do not see how Mayor Adams can continue governing New York City."
"The flood of resignations and vacancies are threatening gov function. Nonstop investigations will make it impossible to recruit and retain a qualified administration," she wrote. "For the good of the city, he should resign."
However, House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) on Thursday declined to call for the mayor's resignation, saying that Adams "is entitled to the presumption of innocence."
"A jury of the Mayor's peers will now evaluate the charges in the indictment and ultimately render a determination. In the meantime, I pray for the well-being of our great City," he added.
Other prominent New York Democrats in Washington, including Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer, have yet to say publicly whether they think Adams should step down. New York Gov. Kathy Hochul (D), who has the power to remove Adams from office, told reporters in Syracuse that she was reviewing the charges.
Jumaane Williams, the city's public advocate, is first in line to succeed Adams should he resign. In a statement responding to the indictment, Williams called the charges "very serious" but did not immediately weigh in on whether Adams should step down. New York City Comptroller Brad Lander (D), second in line to succeed Adams, called on the mayor to resign.
At least two Democratic congressional candidates pursuing seats in competitive New York districts, Laura Gillen and John Avlon, have called on Adams to resign.
"It doesn't matter if you're a Republican putting his mistress on the taxpayer-funded payroll or a Democrat seeking influence, if you abuse your power you've got to go," Gillen said, referencing allegations of ethics conflicts by Rep. Anthony D'Esposito (R-N.Y.), who she is trying to unseat.
Within the New York City Council, at least four members have called on Adams to resign.
City council member Sandy Nurse (D) wrote in a statement that "it is impossible to govern a city effectively amidst a constant stream of resignations, scandals and now indictments." Fellow City council member Lincoln Restler (D) wrote that if Adams refuses to resign, "he must be removed from office as prescribed by the charter."
New York state Sen. John C. Liu (D), who represents parts of Queens, said in a statement that while Adams "is innocent until proven guilty" and entitled to due process, the indictment "will take all of his might to defend against these federal charges."
"The people of New York City, however, need a mayor who is able to devote full time and full energy to putting the city on the right track ... Mayor Adams is simply unable to do that for the foreseeable future," Liu added.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/09/26/democrats-eric-adams-resign-calls-new-york/
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What to know about Eric Adams, his indictment and what comes next
New York City's mayor faces pressure to resign over news of the federal indictment, the details of which are not public. He said any charges were "based on lies."
By Annabelle Timsit, Adela Suliman | 2024-09-26

New York Mayor Eric Adams (D), shown in March 2022. (Bonnie Jo Mount/The Washington Post)


A federal indictment against New York Mayor Eric Adams (D) was unsealed Thursday, after investigations intensified around his administration in recent months. In a video message Wednesday night, he said any federal charges would be "entirely false," and vowed to stay in office.
Here's what we know about the 110th mayor of America's largest city and the indictment against him in Manhattan federal court.
In recent weeks, Adams's administration has seen a flurry of high-profile resignations, among them Lisa Zornberg, Adams's top legal counsel, who stood down abruptly this month, as well as the head of New York City's public schools system, David Banks, who announced that he would retire at the end of the year.
Adams's former police commissioner Edward Caban, whose devices were collected by federal authorities for examination and his home searched by investigators, also stepped down this month.
Adams and his team have denied any wrongdoing.
Previously, Adams's phones were seized last year by federal agents who were looking for potential improper ties between his campaign and the Turkish government, The Post reported. An Adams campaign worker, Brianna Suggs, had her Brooklyn home searched around that time and agents seized smartphones, computers and a folder labeled "Eric Adams," according to the Times, though Suggs was not accused of wrongdoing.
The investigation focused in part on whether Adams pushed the New York Fire Department to green-light the opening of a new Turkish consulate near the United Nations headquarters despite safety concerns relating to the building, the Times reported.
The investigation has cast doubt on Adams's ability to win reelection as his party prepares for a primary in June.
Adams issued a video message late Wednesday outlining his innocence and pledging to remain in office.
"I always knew that if I stood my ground for all of you, that I would be a target," he said, dismissing possible charges as false and "based on lies."
"For months, leaks and rumors have been aimed at me in attempt to undermine my credibility and paint me as guilty," he said. "Enough. I will fight these injustices with every ounce of my strength and my spirit. If I'm charged, I know I am innocent. I will request an immediate trial so New Yorkers can hear the truth."

Adams speaks during a ceremony in New York. (Brendan McDermid/Reuters)


Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) has so far been the most prominent Democratic voice calling for Adams to resign.
"I do not see how Mayor Adams can continue governing New York City," she wrote on X, noting that a "flood of resignations" were threatening government function.
"Nonstop investigations will make it impossible to recruit and retain a qualified administration," she said. "For the good of the city, he should resign."
New York Comptroller Brad Lander (D), who is second in line behind the city's public advocate to take over for Adams if he resigns or is removed from office, and who has announced his intentions to run for mayor in 2025, called it a "sad day for New Yorkers."
"It is clear that defending himself against serious federal charges will require a significant amount of the time and attention needed to govern this great city," Lander said of Adams. "The most appropriate path forward is for him to step down so that New York City can get the full focus its leadership demands."
Adams in his video Wednesday made clear that he would not stand down. "If I am charged, many may say I should resign because I cannot manage the city while fighting the case ... but I have been facing these lies for months," he said. "Make no mistake, you elected me to lead this city, and lead it I will."
But it's not clear whether his position is tenable.
If he chooses to resign or if he is removed from office by New York Gov. Kathy Hochul (D), the city's public advocate, Jumaane D. Williams, will take over until a special election is held. William Gerlich, a spokesman for Williams, said in a statement that news of the indictment was "incredibly serious."
"As the facts emerge, the Public Advocate will have more to say to the people of New York City, and right now, he is focused on how best to ensure that New Yorkers can regain trust, confidence and stability in city government," Gerlich said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/09/26/eric-adams-indicted-new-york-mayor/
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Election 2024 live updates: Harris to meet with Ukraine's Zelensky, speak on gun violence
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Amy B Wang, Azi Paybarah, Maegan Vazquez, Patrick Svitek, Mariana Alfaro, Keith L. Alexander, Danielle Douglas-Gabriel, Susan Svrluga, Philip Bump, Emily Heil, Patrick Marley, Marianne LeVine, Michael Birnbaum, Glenn Kessler, Theodoric Meyer, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Praveena Somasundaram, Jonathan O'Connell, Justine McDaniel, Paul Kane, Erin Cox, Katie Shepherd, Scott Clement, Emily Guskin, Isaac Stanley-Becker, Josh Dawsey, Matt Viser, Jeff Stein | 2024-09-26
Vice President Kamala Harris is scheduled Thursday to meet with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky at the White House and later join President Joe Biden to deliver remarks on gun violence. During a campaign event Wednesday in North Carolina, Donald Trump criticized Zelensky as "a man who refuses to make a deal" to end the war waged on his country by Russia. Trump plans to deliver remarks to the press in New York on Thursday afternoon.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/2024/09/26/2024-election-campaign-updates-harris-trump/
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Read the indictment charging Eric Adams
New York Mayor Eric Adams was charged with bribery, wire fraud and seeking illegal campaign donations, according to a federal indictment.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-09-26
New York Mayor Eric Adams (D) was charged with bribery, wire fraud and seeking illegal campaign donations, according to a federal indictment unsealed Thursday. Investigators accused Adams, who was elected mayor in 2021, of seeking illegal campaign contributions that year, then continuing wrongdoing after taking office.
If you're unable to read the full text on mobile, the full PDF is available here.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/09/26/eric-adams-indictment-document-pdf/
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Why Donald Trump keeps talking about Kamala Harris's McDonald's job
It's a small biographical detail meant to bolster her middle-class bona fides. But it's also hard to verify -- which Trump is happy to exploit.
By Philip Bump | 2024-09-26

Vice President Kamala Harris appears during a campaign rally in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., on Sept. 13. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


It's one of those little biographical details meant to flavor how voters view a candidate, not to define them.
"Think about it. Two middle-class kids," Vice President Kamala Harris said of the Democratic ticket at a rally last month. "One, a daughter of Oakland, California, who was raised by a working mother. I had a summer job at McDonald's. The other, a son of the Nebraska Plains who grew up working on a farm. Think about it."
Her opponent in this year's presidential election, by contrast, is a rich guy who grew up rich. Until he moved to the White House, the only place Donald Trump ever worked was for the private company that shares his name. He never worked on a farm, or at McDonald's. You understand the point.
In recent days, though, it's not Harris who's been talking about her job at McDonald's -- it's Trump. Because, according to the (notoriously unreliable) former president, she never worked at McDonald's at all.
"She's a liar. She doesn't work at McDonald's. She said she worked at McDonald's, right?" Trump said at a rally in Arizona this month. "Right? She worked at McDonald's. And she was working so hard. There's only one problem. She didn't work at McDonald's. She's a liar."
"She said she worked and she grew up in terrible conditions, she worked at McDonald's," Trump said in Pennsylvania on Monday. "It was such -- she never worked there! And these fake news reports will never report it. They don't want to report it because they're fake."
Trump claimed at a news conference earlier this month that "the only one that reported it was Fox." In Pennsylvania, he claimed that reporters had gone to McDonald's restaurants and asked, being told "we don't know who the hell she is."
There are no news articles on Fox's website detailing any investigation. Fox News host Jesse Watters did mention having reached out to both McDonald's and the Harris campaign this month, without success. Trump's story about current McDonald's employees not knowing who the vice president was and not knowing about the employment history of someone who'd worked at their store 40 years ago does not seem to have any basis in reality.
Over the course of this week, I spent some time looking into the story myself -- not because I doubted Harris's claim (since there's no real reason to doubt it) but because I was curious if it was provable.
Harris has indicated that she worked at a restaurant in Alameda -- an island on the east side of the San Francisco Bay -- during the summer of 1983. Over at the Alameda-focused discussion board on Reddit, there was some discussion about which restaurant that would have been, the one on Central Avenue or the one on Shore Line Drive. Consensus seemed to be the former, since it wasn't clear whether the latter existed at the time.
I called both, without success. Again, unsurprisingly: This was 40 years ago. I also discovered that both restaurants are owned by members of the same family. My call to them was not returned, even when I touted the potential historic nature of their franchises. Then I reached out to McDonald's corporate, both to the company and to the company's archivist (which, as an aside, seems like a very interesting job). No dice.
Technically, then, the claim exists within the formal parameter of "unproven," which is what the fact-checking site Snopes has granted it. But it might just as well exist as "unprovable," barring some release of records from the Social Security Administration.
The year 1983 exists on the other side of a digital curtain, in the Analog Dark Ages. It was a time when everything everyone did can't simply be summoned up at will by people with access to a web browser. Had Harris foiled a burglary while working at the store, maybe it would have made it into a newspaper and been digitized into an online database. (I didn't find any such article.) Maybe if she were an exceptional employee, it would have ended up in some McDonald's marketing material somewhere. (Same.) But if she was just a college kid earning some extra money one summer? In the eyes of the internet, it's like it didn't even exist.
That's what Trump seeks to exploit. It's possible that he simply doesn't understand what a summer job at McDonald's entails -- to Harris's original point -- and thinks that this should be provable somehow. Either way, it's clear that he wants to leverage the murkiness, using it as so many demonstrably false claims have been leveraged against him. After all, his point in describing Harris as a "liar" in Arizona wasn't to focus on the McDonald's job but to use it to bolster his claim that she was similarly "lying" about issues related to abortion. He's using a seemingly nebulous biographical detail  to undermine Harris -- precisely what he did with his claims about Barack Obama's birthplace.
Since Trump has been saying that the McDonald's story isn't true, a lot of his supporters are saying it too, rushing to prove that Harris was being dishonest about her McDonald's employment with the same intellectual rigor that they applied to uncovering voter fraud and pet eating.
For example: Many Harris critics have suggested that it is weird that Harris wouldn't have mentioned this detail previously. The Washington Free Beacon obtained a resume Harris submitted for a job at the district attorney's office in 1987, noting that McDonald's was missing. Suspicious! Instead, the single-page document listed her work as a law clerk, an assistant at the Federal Trade Commission and her internship with former California senator Alan Cranston.
Curious whether this was odd, I asked my sister -- who, during high school in the late 1980s, worked at "The World's Most Magnificent McDonald's" -- whether she included that employment on her resume.
"Ha-ha," she replied over text. "I don't believe so, no." Maybe when she was first out of college, she said, "but certainly not as a professional."
Intending no disrespect to my sister, her experience just out of college also did not include work as a law clerk or for a U.S. senator.
During an interview on MSNBC on Wednesday, Harris was asked about her McDonald's job by host Stephanie Ruhle: Had she worked at McDonald's?
"I have," she replied.
Ruhle tried to move on, but Harris drilled down.
"Part of the reason I even talk about having worked at McDonald's is because there are people who work at McDonald's in our country who are trying to raise a family -- I worked there as a student, I was a kid -- who work there trying to raise families and pay rent on that," she added. "And I think part of the difference between me and my opponent includes our perspective on the needs of the American people and what our responsibility then is to meet those needs."
Another difference is that Harris, unlike Trump, has earned the benefit of the doubt on assertions that may not be immediately provable.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/09/26/why-donald-trump-keeps-talking-about-kamala-harriss-mcdonalds-job/
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Senator targeted in deepfake call with 'malign actor' posing as Ukrainian 
The person on the call looked and sounded like the the ex-Ukrainian foreign minister, but asked odd questions.
By Liz Goodwin, John Hudson | 2024-09-26

Sen. Ben Cardin (D-Md.) asks questions of witnesses during a hearing at the Dirksen Senate Office Building on July 20, 2023, in Washington, D.C. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


The chair of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee was lured into a video call with a "malign actor" probably using "deepfake" artificial intelligence technology to pose as a top Ukrainian official, lawmakers and congressional aides said Thursday.
Sen. Ben Cardin (D-Md.) was contacted via email last week by someone posing as Dmytro Kuleba, the former Ukrainian foreign minister, to have a conversation over Zoom. On the video call with the senator, the person's voice and appearance matched that of Kuleba, but Cardin grew suspicious when the man asked out-of-character questions related to the upcoming election, according to two Senate aides who provided details of the event on the condition of anonymity because they were not allowed to talk to the media. The person purporting to be Kuleba also asked whether the senator supported providing long-range missiles in the Ukraine-Russia conflict.
The call was first reported by Punchbowl News.
"In recent days, a malign actor engaged in a deceptive attempt to have a conversation with me by posing as a known individual," said Cardin in a statement. "After immediately becoming clear that the individual I was engaging with was not who they claimed to be, I ended the call and my office took swift action, alerting the relevant authorities. This matter is now in the hands of law enforcement, and a comprehensive investigation is underway."
The incident has raised concerns that more lawmakers could be targeted by sophisticated "deepfake" technology that allows people to impersonate the voice and appearance of political figures. Committee staff have been instructed to exercise an extra degree of caution with external communications, paying particularly close attention to the numbers and emails of incoming individuals claiming to be powerful people.
Cardin, who is retiring at the end of this year, is not the only elected official to fall prey to this type of scheme. Earlier this year, then-U.K. Foreign Secretary David Cameron announced that he had participated in a fake video call from someone pretending to be Petro Poroshenko, the former president of Ukraine. The mayors of several European cities were also lured into a video call with someone pretending to be the mayor of Kyiv, the Guardian reported at the time.
Kuleba has strong ties to lawmakers and senior U.S. officials dating back to the start of Russia's full-scale invasion in 2022. Many have come to know Kuleba and his mannerisms, potentially making him more difficult to impersonate than others.
In a statement, Kuleba said he was "99 percent sure" the deepfake was initiated by "Russian pranksters," and warned people to stay alert.
"The best thing you can do to avoid getting trapped in the deepfake is to always verify the source and not tell the truth to strangers," he wrote in Ukrainian.
U.S. officials have warned that foreign actors are using deepfake technology to sow discord and misinformation. At the start of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, a deepfake of President Volodymyr Zelensky appeared online telling Ukrainians to surrender.
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Doug Emhoff is all over the campaign trail. Melania Trump is not.
The spouses of the Democratic presidential and vice-presidential nominees have been more visible on the campaign trail than those of the Republican candidates. Does it matter?
By Justine McDaniel | 2024-09-26

Second gentleman Doug Emhoff speaks at an event with vice-presidential candidate Tim Walz's wife, Gwen, in Raleigh, N.C., on Sept. 10. (Kate Medley for The Washington Post)


Second gentleman Doug Emhoff has made more than 30 campaign stops in the five weeks since the Democratic National Convention, stumping for his wife in over a dozen states. This week in Texas, he swung through three cities, ate at Whataburger and boosted other Democrats on the ballot.
"It's only been two months and a couple of days since President Biden decided not to seek reelection. This was an unprecedented situation," he told a San Antonio audience on Monday, adding: "We needed somebody to step into the breach ... and that person happened to be my wife, Kamala Harris."
Meanwhile, former first lady Melania Trump has not been seen on the campaign trail in the 10 weeks since the Republican National Convention, where she did not speak. Known for keeping a low profile, she has been even less visible this election cycle than in 2016 or 2020. At an April fundraiser, one of the few political appearances she has made this year, she collected payment for speaking, CNN reported Monday.
Over the past few weeks, Melania Trump's public presence has primarily been limited to social media, where she has released videos promoting her forthcoming memoir, due out Oct. 8. On Thursday morning, she told "Fox & Friends" in what Fox News said was her first interview in more than two years that Americans would be better off if her husband, Donald Trump, is elected in November.
"This is huge, because we don't hear from Melania a lot," "Fox & Friends" host Lawrence Jones said when co-host Ainsley Earhardt, who conducted the interview, announced it on-air.

Former first lady Melania Trump attends on July 18 the final night of the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


The contrasts reflect the personalities of the candidates and their spouses -- and highlight the facts of the race, which Vice President Kamala Harris joined in July after Joe Biden's exit.
"The [Harris] campaign needs every available surrogate on deck to help get the message out," said Ron Bonjean, a Republican strategist. "The Harris and Walz camp have to reach as many voters as they can, so they're expecting a lot out of the spouses."
Trump, meanwhile, has no qualms about breaking with convention, and after two campaigns and one presidential term, he and his wife are known to Americans.
The differing strategies have also extended to the vice-presidential candidates.
Gwen Walz, wife of Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D), has appeared at 30 events across the country in the past month, the majority of them solo, according to the campaign. Though the wife of Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), Usha Vance, has also met voters on the trail, she has largely traveled with her husband rather than headlining independent engagements. The Trump-Vance campaign did not respond to requests for a full list of her events since the convention.
The contrast between the campaigns was evident at stops in New York last week.
At a Sept. 18 rally on Long Island, Trump described calling his wife to brag about his crowd sizes and ask her, "How great am I?" He also indicated he had not read her book because he was too busy.
"Go out and buy it," Trump told supporters. " ... And if she says bad things about me, I'll call you all up and I'll say, 'Don't buy it; get rid of it.'"
The same night, Emhoff spoke during an event in Brooklyn, where he offered a retort to Arkansas Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders (R), who had said Harris "doesn't have anything keeping her humble" because she doesn't have biological children. (Harris is stepmother to Emhoff's two children.)
"As if keeping women humble, whether you have children or not, is something we should strive for," Emhoff said. "It is not."
Politicians' spouses have long held a unique role in campaigns, as they're able to talk about the candidates in a way no one else can. That's a role Emhoff has embraced. He has followed a fairly traditional playbook for a campaign spouse, analysts say, and he is seen within the campaign as Harris's chief validator.
Emhoff has appeared at 32 events in the five weeks since the Democratic convention, according to the Harris campaign. He gave a 14-minute speech at the convention, and has since campaigned from Florida to Arizona. This week, he stopped by a Pennsylvania field office before heading to Texas.
Meanwhile, Melania Trump bucked tradition by declining to speak at the Republican convention, where she had delivered remarks in 2016 and 2020. Though she has long preferred privacy, making her lack of participation somewhat unsurprising, experts said her absence is still notable.
"Had the Republicans nominated anyone else, there would've been the expectation that that person's spouse be out and about, actively campaigning in the same kind of high-profile way that Doug Emhoff has been," said Katherine Jellison, an Ohio University history professor who studies first ladies.
The Trump campaign did not respond to requests for comment about Melania Trump's involvement.
While her distance from the campaign isn't seen as hurting her husband's standing with his base, strategists said Melania Trump might help him appeal to other blocs if she campaigned -- especially as polls show the former president lagging Harris among female voters.
"He's not polling well with suburban women in these toss-up states, and having Melania out there talking about kitchen table issues could [help]," Bonjean said.
In her book promotion videos, the former first lady has sometimes commented on politics -- blaming gas prices and global unrest on Biden administration policies -- but also on subjects as varied as her nude modeling and her renovation of the White House Rose Garden. Last week, she also tweeted to promote her 2024 Christmas ornament collection and a "limited edition necklace celebrating Lady Liberty."
With candidates at the top of the ticket facing the most public scrutiny, the spouses of vice-presidential nominees generally have more flexibility in how much to campaign, Jellison said, noting that neither party's approach this election cycle has been atypical.
Gwen Walz has stumped in a dozen states, meeting with educators, military families and LGBTQ advocates. She talks about reproductive rights and school shootings, tells voters the story of how she and Tim Walz met as teachers, and hands out her great-grandmother's gingersnap cookies.
Usha Vance spoke at the Republican convention, introducing her husband and calling their relationship an "example of the American Dream." In the 10 weeks since, she has traveled to some of his engagements, recently greeting voters at a North Carolina sports bar and attending a Georgia dinner where her husband spoke.
Whatever candidates' spouses choose to do during a campaign has the potential to influence voters, experts said.
"It does matter a great deal," said University of Pennsylvania art history professor Gwendolyn DuBois Shaw, who has studied first ladies and their portraits. "We all hope, regardless of who that person is filling the job, that the person who is closest to them is being supportive."
Meryl Kornfield contributed to this report.
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Sweeping bill to overhaul Supreme Court would add six justices
The legislation by Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) is one of the most ambitious efforts to date to remake the Supreme Court following controversies over rulings and ethics.
By Justin Jouvenal, Tobi Raji | 2024-09-26

Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) has introduced a bill whose goal he said is to restore public confidence in the Supreme Court. (Valerie Plesch for The Washington Post) 


A sweeping bill introduced by a Democratic senator Wednesday would greatly increase the size of the Supreme Court, make it harder for the justices to overturn laws, require justices to undergo audits and remove roadblocks for high court nominations.
The legislation by Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) is one of the most ambitious proposals to remake a high court that has suffered a sharp decline in its public approval after a string of contentious decisions and ethics scandals in recent years. It has little chance of passing at the moment, since Republicans have generally opposed efforts to overhaul the court.
Wyden, who chairs the Senate Finance Committee, said the goal of the bill is to restore public confidence in a battered institution. He said he hopes to get parts of the bill passed, even if the whole package is not embraced by lawmakers.
"It's not an atomic secret that the process for selecting justices is politicized," Wyden said. "You've got this thoroughly politicized process resulting in a Supreme Court that now frequently issues sweeping rulings to overturn laws and upend precedents. We are proposing a way to restore some balance between the three branches of government."
The bill's most significant measure would increase the number of justices from nine to 15 over the course of 12 years. The staggered format over two or three administrations is aimed at diminishing the chance that one political party would pack the courts with its nominees.
During the rollout, each president would approve justices in the first and third year of their terms.
The bill would also require a ruling by two-thirds of the high court and the circuit courts of appeals, rather than a simple majority, to overturn a law passed by Congress. Wyden said the current court has been too quick to discard precedent and curtail rights by narrow majorities.
The legislation would also require Supreme Court nominees to be automatically scheduled for a vote in the Senate if their nominations have lingered in committee for more than 180 days.
The measure would prevent senators from blocking a president's nominees by refusing to hold a vote on them, as then-Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) did after President Barack Obama's nomination of Merrick Garland in 2016.
McConnell held open the seat that had been occupied by Justice Antonin Scalia, a conservative, until Donald Trump became president. Trump put forward Neil M. Gorsuch.
McConnell said Garland's nomination came too close to the 2016 presidential election, but he later helped push through the nomination of Amy Coney Barrett in the waning months of Trump's presidency, after the death of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, a liberal.
McConnell claimed he was following precedent, but Democrats said his history was flawed.
"In the last midterm election before Justice Scalia's death in 2016, Americans elected a Republican Senate majority because we pledged to check and balance the last days of a lame-duck president's second term. We kept our promise," McConnell said at the time.
The moves helped create the conservative supermajority that now dominates the court.
Another provision in Wyden's bill would expand the number of federal judicial circuits from 13 to 15, adding more than 100 district court judges and more than 60 appellate-level judges.
Supreme Court justices must report income, dividends, property sales and gifts, among other things, but the bill would bolster financial checks, disclosures and other transparency measures. It would require the IRS to initiate an audit of the justices' tax returns each year, release the results and make the tax filings public. Nominees to the court would have to disclose three years of tax returns.
Another measure would allow a two-thirds vote of the court to force a fellow justice to recuse from a case.
Each justice would be required to publicly release their opinions and disclose how they voted on issues considered on an emergency basis, sometimes referred to as the shadow docket. Such decisions, which have become more common and increasingly controversial in recent years, don't identify how each justice voted.
Jeremy Fogel, executive director of the Berkeley Judicial Institute and a former federal judge and a judicial ethics expert, said expanding the court to 15 justices might improve the administration of the high court and cool the rancorous politics around nominating justices.
"Canada is a fraction the size of United States in terms of population and it has 15 justices," Fogel said. "Most of the larger democracies in the world have bigger apex courts than we do."
He added that the current makeup of the Supreme Court "gives those justices an outsize amount of power. It makes each appointment a big to-do in terms of the confirmation process."
Wyden's bill, like others introduced by Democrats to bring changes to the Supreme Court, faces long odds of passing. Republicans, who control the House, say the bills aren't about reform but politics. They believe Democrats are trying to undermine a high court that has delivered conservatives a string of major victories in recent terms.
Other bills introduced by Democrats recently would add teeth to the Supreme Court's ethics code, which has been widely criticized for lacking an enforcement mechanism. Another would cap gifts justices can receive at $50, the same limit members of Congress must abide by. Others would establish 18-year term limits for justices and try to drain politics from nominations to the high court.
Sens. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.) and Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.) reintroduced a bill Wednesday that would give Congress greater latitude to check Supreme Court rulings.
In July, President Joe Biden sharply criticized the Supreme Court and announced that he supported a binding ethics code and 18-year term limits for justices. Biden also called for a constitutional amendment that would prohibit blanket immunity for presidents, following a ruling by the Supreme Court in July that extended wide protection to former presidents against prosecution for official acts.
Liberal Justices Elena Kagan and Ketanji Brown Jackson have said publicly they support a binding ethics code, but Gorsuch has expressed skepticism. The other justices have not made their opinions known.
The calls for reform have followed a string of ethics controversies swirling around the justices, including failing to disclose lavish travel funded by wealthy benefactors, a spouse flying politically charged flags and a justice reportedly using court staff to promote a book.
A Gallup opinion poll from July showed public approval of the Supreme Court at near-record lows, with only 43 percent of Americans approving and 53 percent disapproving.
Polls have found that there is significant support for some Supreme Court overhauls. A USA Today/Ipsos poll from August found that 75 percent of Americans supported a binding ethics code for justices and that 61 percent supported 18-year time limits. The poll found that only 40 percent approved of expanding the court from nine to 15 justices.
Supreme Court justices and federal judges are under new financial reporting rules that were announced Monday by the Judicial Conference's Committee on Financial Disclosures. Members of the judiciary are not required to disclose stays at a personal residence, even if the personal residence is owned by a corporate entity.
The rules change comes after reports by ProPublica and other media outlets that Justice Clarence Thomas for many years did not disclose private jet travel and luxury vacations funded by his friend and benefactor Harlan Crow, a Dallas billionaire.
ProPublica reported in 2023 that Thomas frequently vacationed at Camp Topridge, an invitation-only lakeside resort in Upstate New York where guests stay free. The resort is owned by Topridge Holdings LLC, a holding company owned by Crow. Under Monday's updated personal hospitality exemption, Thomas would probably not have to report a stay at the resort or on Crow's superyacht, the Michaela Rose, which is owned by another Crow holding company.
"This watered-down guidance protects Justice Thomas and his gaggle of fawning billionaires, not the American people," a spokesperson for Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Ill.), chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, wrote in an email.
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Clay Higgins sets a new benchmark on the racism Republicans will excuse
Former Iowa representative Steve King was punished by House leaders for less.
By Philip Bump | 2024-09-26

Rep. Clay Higgins (R-La.) on Capitol Hill in April. (Haiyun Jiang/FTWP)


In early 2019, at the beginning of the 116th Congress, House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) announced to the media that Rep. Steve King would not be seated on any committees, limiting his power. The move followed comments the Iowa Republican made to the New York Times a few days before in which he wondered how the terms "white nationalist" and "white supremacist" had become offensive.
"This is not the first time we have heard these comments," McCarthy told reporters. 'That is not the party of Lincoln, and it is definitely not America." With the move, he said, "I think we spoke very loud and clear that we will not tolerate this type of language in the Republican Party."
Even in 2019, with Donald Trump in the White House, McCarthy's comments rang a little hollow. But particularly by current standards, McCarthy's position was laudable. Here, at least, was a Republican leader willing to call out a legislator whose sympathies with White nationalism and anti-immigrant racism were obvious.
If anything, King was simply ahead of the curve within his party. He first rose to national attention with breathless jeremiads against immigration, including, at one point, presenting a model of a wall he suggested should be built on the border with Mexico. This may sound familiar.
In 2018, King expressed support for the "great replacement" theory, a claim advanced by White supremacists suggesting that there's a plot to subvert countries through immigration. This idea, amplified on Fox News by Tucker Carlson, has now been embraced widely on the right and pops up regularly in rhetoric from prominent officials, including House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.).
That same year, King shared on social media a photo of a group of young immigrants who had been separated from their parents, declaring that they were "old enough to serve in the military." Describing immigrants as "military-aged males" in an effort to amplify a perceived threat is now commonplace in Republican rhetoric.
King's punishment (and eventual primary loss) did not curtail the rhetoric he presented. If anything, the trend on the right has been to see how far that rhetoric can go while still being defensible as not explicitly racist. Because the rhetoric has become more commonplace, though, what Republicans view as defensible has steadily crept further to the right. A party that's centrally powered by White Americans' perceptions of diminished status has given itself lots of space to lash out at those who aren't White.
Which brings us at last to Rep. Clay Higgins (R-La.).
On Wednesday afternoon, Higgins joined the Republican presidential nominee and his running mate in bashing immigrants from Haiti.
"Lol. These Haitians are wild," he wrote on X, the social media company formerly known as Twitter that's become a central vehicle for the aforementioned lashing out. "Eating pets, vudu, nastiest country in the western hemisphere, cults, slapstick gangsters ... but damned if they don't feel all sophisticated now, filing charges against our President and VP. All these thugs better get their mind right and their ass out of our country before January 20th."
The "filing charges" comment related to a group in Ohio that is seeking to hold to account Trump and Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) (not "our" president and vice president at the moment) for their rhetoric targeting Haitian immigrants in the city of Springfield. But that's beside the point, which is that nearly every other word in Higgins's screed is explicitly racist and/or toxic.
This is not the first time we've heard such things from Higgins, to paraphrase McCarthy. Higgins is a former law enforcement officer who faced sanction for his treatment of an unarmed Black man he was detaining. In 2016, The Washington Post covered him after his viral videos calling out criminals drifted into his referring to Black suspects as "animals."
Oh, and then there was the interview he granted a newspaper in his home state when former Ku Klux Klan grand wizard David Duke was seeking election as governor.
"Regardless of the fact that David's a homeboy and all that, the boy's a Nazi, and that's a real problem," Higgins said of Duke. Nonetheless, the reporter noted, Higgins voted for him.
After Higgins's post about Haitians created a predictable uproar, Speaker Johnson spoke to reporters about the controversy.
"I just talked to him about it," Johnson said. "He said he went to the back, and he prayed about it and he regretted it, and he pulled the post down. That's what you want the gentleman to do." He added that Higgins "probably regrets some of the language he used."
Higgins didn't seem to agree. Speaking to CNN, he leaned into his original comments.
"It's all true," he said of the post that included overtly false assertions. "I can put up another controversial post tomorrow if you want me to. I mean, we do have freedom of speech. I'll say what I want." He compared the post to "something stuck to the bottom of my boot: Just scrape it off and move on with my life."
When Democrats called for Higgins to be censured, House Majority Leader Steve Scalise (R-La.) rose to his colleague's defense. The post had (by then) been deleted, he insisted, and "if we want to go through everything the other side has said we'll be happy to do it."
Whataboutism, another prominent feature of the modern Republican Party. Good luck to Mr. Scalise in finding social media posts from Democrats as aggressively hostile and racist as Higgins's.
Presumably part of the reason Johnson and Scalise circled the wagons is that they, like Higgins, are Louisianans. Part of it, too, is that their majority is extremely narrow, and aggravating any individual legislator is something they would rather avoid. But part of it, without a doubt, is that holding Higgins to account means holding the party to account and holding its leader, Donald Trump, to account. How do you say that Higgins's language was unacceptable when Trump and Vance are making similar claims?
This is precisely why it's important to intercept false, inflammatory and racist rhetoric early on. The more you allow it to seep into the conversation, the more you simply accept it and the further it ends up traveling.
Everyone agrees, at least for now, that the n-word counts as racist. Anything else, it seems, is excusable, if not defensible -- at least when political power is on the line.
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Post-UMD poll: Democrat Alsobrooks pulls ahead in Maryland's critical Senate race
Alsobrooks is up by 11 percentage points, while Republican Larry Hogan remains popular enough to close the gap and has pulled off upsets before.
By Erin Cox, Katie Shepherd, Scott Clement, Emily Guskin | 2024-09-26

LEFT: Prince George's County Executive Angela Alsobrooks in April 2021 (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post); RIGHT: Former Maryland governor Larry Hogan in May 2024. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post) 


Democrat Angela Alsobrooks has pulled clearly ahead in Maryland's unusually competitive U.S. Senate race with a double-digit lead among likely voters, according to a Washington Post-University of Maryland poll, in a contest critical to deciding control of the chamber next year.
Alsobrooks leads Republican Larry Hogan -- a former governor elected twice in the deep-blue state -- by 11 percentage points among likely voters, even though the poll shows Hogan has won over a sizable portion of Democrats and remains about as popular with voters as his rival.
With tens of millions of dollars yet to be spent on the airwaves, a debate ahead and national attention locked on to the race, Alsobrooks's 51 percent to 40 percent advantage is significant and demonstrates momentum, but it is not enough to put a Hogan upset out of the question.
Democrats outnumber Republicans in Maryland by more than 2 to 1. Independent voters, including those affiliated with the Green and Libertarian parties, make up nearly a quarter of the electorate and typically swing for Democratic candidates in presidential elections but have helped Republicans win three out of the last six governor's races. Maryland is expected to give its 10 electoral college votes to Vice President Kamala Harris in November. The poll finds she leads former president Donald Trump 63 percent to 31 percent.
"The task for Alsobrooks is pretty challenging because a lot of Democrats have a favorable opinion of Hogan, and changing that is not necessarily easy," said University of Maryland political scientist Michael Hanmer, director of the university's Center for Democracy and Civil Engagement, which co-sponsored the poll. "I think she's made a lot of headway."
Maryland's race is among a handful that could determine which party shapes the country's agenda through control of the Senate, but it is the only deeply Democratic state in play and a close contest could siphon resources from swing states.
Maryland has not elected a Republican to the Senate in four decades and President Joe Biden won here by 33 percentage points in 2020. Yet, Hogan's track record as a pragmatic, two-term governor with an anti-Trump brand -- and a history of pulling off a big upset -- has kept the race relatively competitive.
Democratic voters and moderates switching allegiance from Hogan to Alsobrooks have been key to Alsobrooks's improved standing since March. Back then, early polling showed Hogan with a clear early advantage while Alsobrooks, the Prince George's County executive, was unknown to most voters -- despite leading one of the state's largest jurisdictions. A Post-UMD poll then showed moderates favoring Hogan by 22 points; now they favor Alsobrooks by 16 points. In addition, Alsobrooks's 20-point advantage among Democrats in March has swollen to a dominant 57-point margin over Hogan now.
Alsobrooks, who started her political career as the Prince George's County prosecutor, has benefited from voters growing more familiar and fonder of her.
In particular, she's benefited from lopsided support from the voters who want Democrats to control the U.S. Senate. Those voters -- about 6 in 10 -- have shifted decisively in support of Alsobrooks over the past six months: In March, 61 percent backed Alsobrooks and now 83 percent do.
Jay Anderson, 73 and a retiree who lives on Kent Island, is a swing voter who twice cast a ballot for Hogan for governor. This time, he's voting for Alsobrooks out of concern over which party controls the Senate, he said.
"I like Larry Hogan. I voted for him. But I'm not comfortable with him being in the Senate because of what it might mean for the majority," Anderson said. "I just fear having any kind of Republican influence in Congress."
He added that he cannot trust that Hogan will be able to remain independent amid intense political pressure from the rest of the GOP. "I don't think Larry Hogan can control his future and his actions the way he did in Maryland," he said.
While Anderson doesn't know much about Alsobrooks, he has heard good things from people more familiar with her record and, most importantly, he knows she is a Democrat. "That's good enough for me," he said.
Control of the Senate has been a key message from Alsobrooks and her Democratic allies, including the pro-abortion rights group Emily's List, who in large part have not attacked Hogan on anything but his party affiliation and his record on abortion.
Democrats spent heavily to frame a vote for Hogan as empowerment of the Republican Party and a threat to core Democratic priorities, particularly reproductive rights. Hogan and his allies, also spending millions, have told voters he's an independent maverick who wouldn't be beholden to either party. The former governor, who has long said he was personally against abortion, has repositioned himself as a "pro-choice" Republican.
In some ways, Hogan's independent marketing has paid dividends: He is outperforming Trump statewide by nine percentage points among likely voters, with the support of 84 percent of registered Republicans, as well as 18 percent of registered Democrats and 48 percent of independents. While 46 percent of registered voters believe the lifelong Republican would support the policies of GOP leaders if he were elected, 43 percent believe he would act independently.
But he is still trailing by a significant margin -- albeit similar to when he was trailing in polls in 2014 before pulling off an upset win.
"There's still a decent amount of support for him among Democrats," Hanmer said. "I think because he had such strong support among Democrats throughout his career, there's still room for him to rally people."
Alsobrooks is polling better in the vote-rich, Democratic-leaning suburbs of D.C. and in Baltimore, while tied with Hogan in other central Maryland counties and behind him in the more rural stretches of the state.
"I like her, I think she can be very strong," said Tiffany Navas, a 33-year-old engineer who lives in Annapolis who said she's voting for Alsobrooks because of her stances on issues like immigration, women's rights and protecting democracy.
Eileen Thornton, 54, who lives in Laurel, said her plan right now is to split her ticket and vote Harris for president and Hogan for Senate. But she finds herself continuing to weigh which Senate nominee will vote most sensibly. A lifelong Maryland resident and registered Democrat married to a registered Republican, Thornton said Hogan won her over with his "down-to-earth" personality and his track record governing the state during the coronavirus pandemic.
"I like Larry Hogan better," she said, adding: "This is dire. I better watch what I'm voting, because that control is so important."
In other ways, Hogan's independent branding has muddled the picture for voters: 47 percent of registered voters are "not sure how he will handle" the abortion issue in the Senate, while 20 percent think he would mainly support abortion rights and 29 percent say he would mainly restrict them.
Overall, Maryland voters strongly favor abortion access: 75 percent say abortion should be legal in all or most cases. Hanmer said that after the Supreme Court's decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization, which opened the door to abortion bans and threats to fertility treatments, candidates must articulate clear positions on abortion.
"With the Dobbs decision, the game just completely changed. And you have to be specific now," he said.
Over 4 in 10 voters, 43 percent, say abortion is an extremely important factor in their choice of Senate candidate this fall. Maryland voters also find other issues important: 55 percent say the economy is extremely important, 50 percent say health care is, and 61 percent say the same about protecting American democracy, the highest share for any issue measured.
More voters say Alsobrooks would do a better job handling abortion than Hogan, 53 percent to 24 percent. Alsobrooks has a lead over Hogan on handling health care and protecting American democracy, as well. Slightly more voters trust Hogan on the economy, 42 percent to 38 percent for Alsobrooks, but he does not have an advantage over Alsobrooks on any other issues measured.
The former governor has seen his sky-high favorability ratings -- a record among Maryland governors -- decline 11 points over the six months of heated campaigning, while more people have warmed to Alsobrooks. Her favorability rating has almost doubled, from 26 percent favorable in March to 50 percent now, while Hogan's declined from 64 percent to 53 percent.
Both are viewed significantly more favorably than Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.), who has been in public office in Maryland since 1991. Half of voters have no opinion of him, while 33 percent view him favorably and 18 percent unfavorably.
Hamner said he had expected Alsobrooks to make gains as she became more recognized, but not by this much. "Those margins are much bigger than I would have expected" he said, attributing the shift to widespread enthusiasm among Democrats after Harris became the presidential nominee. "In a state like Maryland, where you have such a strong base or such a large base of Democrats ... you're going to get caught up in some of that momentum."
The more Silver Spring resident Erik Hubscher learns about Alsobooks, the more he likes her. The 29-year-old recent college graduate said he fears the consequences of another Trump presidency and a Republican majority in the Senate.
"I did not know much about her [before]," Hubscher said. "But the more I research about her, she pretty much goes along with a lot of Democratic values and policies, which I am looking for."
This Post-UMD poll, conducted Sept. 19-23, has a plus or minus 3.5 percentage point margin of error. The survey was conducted among 1,012 registered voters randomly sampled from a statewide voter database. Sixty-two percent of interviews were reached by live callers to cellphones, 16 percent on landlines and 22 percent were completed online via a text invitation.
Lateshia Beachum contributed to this report.
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These Americans voted from the ends of the Earth -- and beyond
Earlier this month, two astronauts stuck at the International Space Station said they had requested absentee ballots to vote in this year's general election.
By Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-09-26

McMurdo Station in Antarctica is photographed from the air on Oct. 27, 2014. (U.S. National Science Foundation/AP)


Corrine Morse cast her vote in the 2016 presidential election from a glacially slow, often glitchy fax machine in Antarctica.
For 20 minutes, Morse watched as the machine whirred and beeped eerily before finally printing the confirmation page she had been waiting for -- her absentee ballot had been sent to Texas, where she was registered to vote.
The fax machine, which sat in Morse's office at McMurdo Station, the largest U.S. research base on Antarctica's vast ice sheet, was the only reliable way she and about 100 others working there could send in their absentee ballots from thousands of miles away. They joined other Americans who have voted from far-flung corners of the Earth -- and a few who have cast out-of-this-world ballots, literally.
"Whoever is very gung ho about voting is going to do it," Morse said.
Earlier this month, astronauts Barry "Butch" Wilmore and Sunita Williams, who are stuck at the International Space Station until February because of problems with the spacecraft that brought them to the station, said they had requested ballots to vote in the upcoming general election. The pair's mission was supposed to span eight days in June, but Boeing's spacecraft, Starliner, struggled during their test flight to the space station and returned to Earth without them.
While orbiting the Earth, the astronauts will transmit their ballots from a computer on the space station to the voting clerk of the county where they live. During a Sept. 13 news conference, Wilmore called voting a "very important role that we all play as citizens."
"And NASA makes it very easy for us to do that, so we're excited about that opportunity," he said.
In early March, astronauts Jasmin Moghbeli and Loral O'Hara also voted from the International Space Station for a primary election, posing for a photo beside a small American flag at the station. And in October 2020, astronaut Kate Rubins voted for the second time from space, capturing a similar photo beside a hand-drawn "ISS voting booth" sign.

Astronaut Kate Rubins points to the International Space Station's "voting booth" on Oct. 22, 2020. (NASA)


NASA astronauts have been voting from space since 1997, when David Wolf cast his ballot while on the Mir Space Station after the Texas legislature passed a law allowing people who are on space flights during early voting and Election Day to do so. Astronauts are sent encrypted ballots to their secure email addresses, which they can access from computers on the space station, a NASA spokesperson said
The ballots are tested with a unique password before they're given credentials specific to each astronaut and emailed to them, said Rosio Torres-Segura, a spokesperson for the Harris County Clerk, adding that the office sent ballots to Wilmore and Williams on Saturday. Harris County includes Houston, where astronauts usually live to be near NASA's Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center.
Years before the first space station, or even the first crewed space flight, U.S. lawmakers created the Federal Voting Assistance Program in 1955 to help citizens in military service, their family members and other Americans overseas cast their ballots.
Similar to astronauts, military members and other overseas voters fill out a Federal Post Card Application to register and request an absentee ballot before state deadlines.
Though many have used the process, it has its issues -- namely the mishaps and delays that come with international mailing. In its guide for participants, the U.S. Antarctic Program, which oversees U.S. research on the continent, warns those wanting to vote to "keep in mind the uncertainties of mail in and out of Antarctica."
The crew of staff and scientists at McMurdo Station, one of three U.S. Antarctic research bases, fluctuates over the year, but some crew members remain on the ice throughout the U.S. voting season and have to cast ballots remotely.
For Morse in 2016, the trouble came with the fax machine in her office -- the only one at McMurdo.
That year, Morse was working there as a finance specialist for Lockheed Martin, which helped support the U.S. Antarctic Program research. McMurdo has a post office, but most people worked with Morse to fax their ballots from her office. Morse kept a catalogue of county clerk's offices in the United States so voters at the base could determine where to mail their absentee ballots.
Though they were thousands of miles away from the nation where the presidential race between Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton had ignited a tense, polarizing political climate, many at McMurdo felt the nerves and excitement of the election just the same, Morse said.
She recalled helping one voter who had walked into her office wearing pins that read: "I'm with her," a sign of support for Clinton, the then-Democratic presidential nominee.
"She was just so amped up about it," Morse said of the voter. "She's like, 'We're going to do this.'"
The about 100 voters Morse helped were of varying political orientations, she said. When the news of Donald Trump's victory arrived, there were some on base who celebrated and others who were disappointed.
But in the weeks leading up to the election that year, her office was open for anyone who wanted to cast their ballots.
"I really wanted to make sure that people's voices were heard," she said.
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Meet Barbara Jones, the ex-judge now policing Trump's business moves
No other court-appointed monitor has been tasked with keeping tabs on the financial transactions of a former and perhaps soon-to-be-sitting president.
By Jonathan O'Connell | 2024-09-26

(Illustration by Natalie Vineberg/The Washington Post; Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post; Richard Drew/AP; iStock)


Barbara S. Jones took on plenty of high-profile cases as a prosecutor and then as a federal judge, but now she finds herself in what is, even for her, an extraordinary position: Appointed by a New York court, she is responsible for scrubbing the finances of the business empire belonging to Donald Trump, the once and maybe future president.
The February civil court ruling that Trump was liable for business fraud has largely receded from headlines as the presidential race enters its final stage. But he faces continued scrutiny from Jones, a seasoned former judge whom the court has granted X-ray vision into the finances of Trump's business for the next three years, through the November election and possibly into a second Trump term.

Former president Donald Trump speaks with attorney Todd Blanche and staff outside the courtroom as jurors begin deliberations in his criminal trial in Manhattan on May 29. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


During her 50-year career, Jones, who was appointed to the federal bench by President Bill Clinton (D), has assiduously avoided sharing political views that could tarnish her standing as someone able to serve as a steadfast arbiter of high-profile disputes. Friends and former clerks call her fearless. But she is the first court-appointed monitor to be tasked with keeping tabs on the finances of a former president, in this case one who has a history of lashing out on social media at those who challenge him.
"She'll do things right," said Joe Pistone, who worked with Jones in the 1980s when she was a federal prosecutor going after the mob and he was an undercover FBI agent -- working under the alias "Donnie Brasco" -- testifying in her cases. "She's not going to be swayed by politics on what she's doing."
Jones's oversight role stems from a lawsuit that New York Attorney General Letitia James (D) filed against Trump, his two eldest sons and their family business in 2022, accusing them of distributing fraudulent financial information to banks and insurers to get better rates. Prior to the trial, Arthur Engoron, the judge in the case, decided to appoint an independent monitor in November 2022 "to ensure there is no further fraud or illegality."
Trump and James both proposed Jones to serve in the role, a signal of her reputation for evenhandedness. As a prosecutor, Jones won convictions against some of the country's most notorious mafia bosses. Later, as a federal judge, she sentenced terrorists, extortionists and a famously corrupt CEO to prison. She has since been hired by a long list of powerful institutions -- including the Pentagon, the NFL and Fox News -- to help them police their own conduct in the wake of scandal.
Engoron found Trump and his business liable for fraud and in February ordered them to pay more than $450 million in penalties and interest.  What drew less attention at the time was Engoron's simultaneous decision that Jones should continue in her role  "to keep defendants honest."
Trump appealed Engoron's decision, including the penalties and the extension of the monitorship by Jones. A New York state appeals court is scheduled to hear oral arguments in the case on Thursday.
Meanwhile, Jones, 76, is empowered to review bank statements, scour accounting methods, and examine significant wire transfers, sales, purchases or loans before they occur. She is obligated to report to the court any deficiencies, false statements or material misrepresentations she finds.
She did just that in January, as Trump was trouncing his Republican presidential primary opponents. In a 12-page report, she told the judge that a mysterious debt long claimed by Trump had never actually existed and that the Trump Organization had loaned Trump money that it improperly failed to disclose.
Her report did not go over well at the Trump Organization, which hasn't previously been subject to such policing of its internal operations. The company's lawyers fired off their own letter to the court comparing her to the obsessive Inspector Javert from "Les Miserables" and demanding her removal. They accused her of intentionally running up an enormous bill cataloguing minor accounting matters. The company must pay for her team's work on the case, a tab that ran to $2.6 million over the first 14 months.
Engoron noted that Trump's attorneys had "changed their tune" about Jones. "Overnight, a universally respected former judge with a stellar resume, nominated by defendants themselves, joined the ranks of all those people and institutions being unfair to defendants and out to get them," the judge wrote.
Trump's team maintains that Jones's role is unnecessary but says the company is complying.
"While we strongly disagree with Judge Engoron's decision to continue the monitorship, and plan to raise that issue on appeal, we continue to work cooperatively and in good faith with Judge Jones," Alan Garten, the Trump Organization's general counsel, said in an interview.
Jones and a spokesman for her firm, Bracewell, declined to comment for this report.  In a July letter to the court, Jones said the Trump Organization was cooperating with her, and they were working together to add new financial controls.
Longtime Jones friend Sara Moss said her adult children -- who have known Jones their entire lives -- were concerned for Jones when they heard she was taking the Trump case.
"When the news came out, they were asking: 'Why would she do this? Is she going to get harassed?'" said Moss.
Moss wasn't worried. "I don't think it will really matter what Trump throws at her," she said. "She just takes that noise and doesn't let it affect her."
Jones joined the Justice Department out of law school in 1973. Four years later, she joined the U.S. attorney's office in the Southern District of New York as part of a wave of female hires that also included Moss and Mary Jo White, who later became the first woman to head the office. The three played on a basketball team together called the Feds, and their tough demeanor in and out of the courthouse garnered them the nickname "the Sids" after punk rocker Sid Vicious.
When Jones was part of a team of prosecutors taking on the mob, she worked  with future FBI director Louis J. Freeh and led a "strike force" of 15 attorneys and more than 70 agents from multiple agencies.
In 1982, as Jones prepared for a key mob trial, the government's star witness -- Pistone -- came to her in a state of distress.
After more than five years undercover, Pistone was getting ready to testify against some of the mafia's most notorious leaders, he recalled in a recent interview. But a $500,000 bounty had been offered to kill him, and Pistone feared for his family.

Judge Robert W. Sweet presides as federal prosecutor Barbara S. Jones questions witness Joe Pistone, an FBI special agent, during the Bonanno crime family trial in federal district court in Manhattan in 1982. (Marilyn Church)


Jones steeled his nerves through hours of preparation for cross-examination, he said. During the six-week trial, she deftly anticipated the mafia's next moves. Ultimately, she and her team won multiple convictions.
"She had no fear," said Pistone, who still lives under an assumed name 42 years later. "We were going against every one of those mob attorneys, and she never backed down."
In 1984, Rudy Giuliani, then the Southern District's U.S. attorney, promoted Jones to chief of the organized-crime unit. "She gets everyone's respect," he said, announcing the move.
Jones focused on street crime in that role and in her next one, working for Manhattan District Attorney Robert Morgenthau. In 1995, Clinton nominated Jones to be a federal trial-court judge in the Southern District. She had registered as a Democrat a month after Clinton's victory in 1992, records show, and came recommended by the state's Democratic senator, Daniel Patrick Moynihan. New York's Republican senator, Alfonse D'Amato, wrote a letter of support.
In her 17 years as a judge, Jones handled cases involving the attempted extortion of Bill Cosby and an $11 billion accounting fraud committed by Bernie Ebbers, the founder and former CEO of telecommunications giant WorldCom. Jones sentenced Ebbers to 25 years in prison.
In 2012, she struck down a portion of the Defense of Marriage Act, a federal law signed by Clinton that prevented married same-sex couples from receiving certain benefits. She ruled that Edith Windsor should be allowed to inherit her deceased wife's estate just as a husband would. In Jones's opinion, the law unconstitutionally discriminated against same-sex couples. The Supreme Court later agreed by a 5-4 vote.
When she stepped down the following year, at age 65, she was financially supporting members of her family, friends say. In the final financial disclosure form she filed as a judge, she listed almost no assets beyond a retirement account worth less than $15,000. She listed six credit cards, two of them with balances of more than $15,000.

Cardinal Timothy Dolan, archbishop of New York, listens as former federal judge Barbara Jones speaks during a news conference at the headquarters of the Archdiocese of New York on Sept. 20, 2018. Dolan announced that he was appointing Jones to review the church's procedures and protocols for handling allegations of sexual abuse. (Drew Angerer/Getty Images)


Leaving the federal bench for private practice -- first at Zuckerman Spaeder and now at Bracewell -- allowed her to make private-sector money while still serving as an independent arbiter in thorny and often high-profile cases.
A long line of entities looking to restore public trust have hired her to help address their own workplace misconduct, among them the Defense Department, the New York Philharmonic, the New York Archdiocese and the University of Michigan.
When Baltimore Ravens star running back Ray Rice punched his fiancee unconscious in Atlantic City in 2014, NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell suspended Rice for only two games. Then video of the incident came out, stoking public furor, and Goodell -- claiming Rice had misrepresented his actions to the league -- suspended him indefinitely.
Rice fought the second suspension, arguing that he had told the truth and the league could not arbitrarily stiffen a punishment it had initially decided was fair. Both sides agreed to present their arguments to Jones and to abide by her decision.
Despite the national outrage directed at Rice, Jones determined that the NFL was in the wrong: Rice hadn't lied. She lifted the indefinite suspension.
"She rose above the outcry and horrors of what Ray had done and applied the law properly," said Peter Ginsberg, one of Rice's attorneys at the time.
Jones remained in the background of the Trump fraud proceedings until her scathing January report to the court. Among her critiques of the Trump Organization was its failure to provide information about an obscure $48 million loan related to Trump's Chicago tower.
In financial disclosures he filed as a candidate and as president, Trump listed the loan as a debt he owed to one of his own companies. But Jones reported that the Trump Organization indicated there were no documents memorializing the loan and that the company "determined this loan never existed."
Her assessment prompted a watchdog group to call for an FBI investigation, alleging that Trump lied on his financial disclosures -- and that claiming the loan could have been part of an effort to avoid taxes.
In his response to Jones, Trump attorney Clifford S. Robert alleged that her work "contains numerous factual inaccuracies (casting serious doubt on the Monitor's competency)." He called Jones's report "an obvious, and bad faith, effort to manipulate innocuous accounting items into a narrative favoring her continued receipt of millions in excessive fees."
Regarding the Chicago loan, Robert wrote that the company "of course never said the loan did not exist," just that "no liabilities or obligations are outstanding."
Moss said she saw Jones shortly after media outlets reported on the dispute earlier this year. "When the news came out, we were having dinner. I said, 'Sid, it seems to me you were very diplomatic,'" Moss recalled, using her old friend's nickname from their prosecutor days. "And she said, 'Yes I was.' And that was it. I don't think she feels particularly threatened."
Shayna Jacobs, Razzan Nakhlawi and Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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Nebraska's 'blue dot' district suddenly at the center of election 
The Harris campaign is pouring money into winning a single electoral college vote in Nebraska, turning Omaha into one of the most unlikely battlegrounds.
By Paul Kane | 2024-09-26

Tony Vargas, right, the Democratic candidate for Nebraska's 2nd Congressional District, applauds alongside supporters including, from left, Jody Holston, Itzel Lopez and Lina Traslavina Stover, during a meet and greet in Omaha on Sept. 20. (Rebecca S. Gratz/For The Washington Post)


OMAHA -- Bored by politics until two months ago, Coral Meija said two things got her involved in this year's election: Vice President Kamala Harris's ascension to the top of the ticket and, more importantly, two abortion-related measures on Nebraska's November ballot.
"That is definitely number one," said Meija, 23, gesturing to reveal that she is seven months pregnant, as she sat last Friday in a Mexican restaurant on the outskirts of town at a packed event for the local Democrat running for the U.S. House.
Combine those two factors with Nebraska's quirky law giving Democrats a chance to nab one potentially game-changing electoral vote for president, as well as a crucial House race, and Omaha has turned into one of the most unlikely but hottest battlegrounds on the political map.
Just twice since the law changed in 1992 has red Nebraska awarded one of its five electoral college votes to the Democratic presidential candidate, and both times it came from Nebraska's 2nd Congressional District, which encompasses Omaha. Now, after Harris's surge through the late summer, Democrats and Republicans alike see a chance for the Omaha area to vote for the Democratic candidate a third time -- and maybe even swing the presidential election.
Under that not-completely-crazy possibility, Harris and former president Donald Trump could end up dividing states so evenly that the electoral count could turn out to be 269 for Harris, 268 for Trump.
And then the final vote could be decided right here in Omaha.
"Well, we can be the tiebreaking vote for the presidency, and people take it really seriously," said state Sen. Tony Vargas (D), who is challenging the district's four-term incumbent, Rep. Don Bacon (R), in a race to help determine the House majority. "The energy is just incredible. And people take both these things very, very seriously, as a point of pride."
Vargas was speaking Friday in his campaign headquarters, where he was mapping out ways in which his campaign and Harris's Nebraska team can help each other. The congressional race has always been expected to play a pivotal role with the House, and now, with the possibility that the 2nd District might hand Harris an electoral college vote, the Harris-Walz campaign is flooding the TV airwaves here.

A "blue dot" sign stands alongside a sign supporting Tony Vargas, the Democratic candidate for Nebraska's 2nd Congressional District, in the front yard of a home in Omaha. (Rebecca S. Gratz/For The Washington Post)


Local Democrats have embraced "blue-dot energy," planting simple white lawn signs with a blue circle to illustrate their liberal lean despite being surrounded by a deep-red, conservative area for hundreds of miles in any direction.
"We know that Harris has blocked $6 million on TV, and she's spending it right now. We have zero on the other side. So what it does, it hurts our party in the Omaha area, up and down ballot," Bacon said Saturday during a rally at a local police hall.
In fact, Bacon shortchanged the disparity. The Harris-Walz campaign is spending $6 million in ads in Omaha, according to AdImpact, an independent firm surveying political spending. But Biden had already spent about $4 million before he handed the reins to Harris, and liberal allies spent $5 million more.
All told, it's about $15 million for the Democratic presidential ticket and less than $200,000 for the GOP nominee.
Trump's campaign has simply surrendered this district, despite winning it in 2016 and losing to Biden here by just six percentage points in 2020. The state legislature even redrew it to be a little less favorable for Democrats.
Aside from a private fundraiser in late August attended by Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), Trump's running mate, the campaign has had little presence in Omaha. His allies launched a ham-handed attempt to strong-arm state legislators into changing the law so that Trump could claim all five of Nebraska's electoral votes in the winner-take-all model used by 48 other states, but that failed. Under current law, the winner of the state's popular vote gets two electoral college votes, and its three congressional districts gets one vote each.
With Harris going all in, Republicans fear that Bacon and other down-ballot Republicans could pay the price.
By late June, Republicans in Washington had felt confident about Bacon's campaign, in part because Biden had sagged far enough that Trump had a pretty good chance at winning the district and its electoral vote.

Rep. Don Bacon, left, the Republican candidate running for reelection in Nebraska's 2nd Congressional District, chats with James Cheek during an event at the Omaha Police Officers Association in Omaha on Sept. 21. (Rebecca S. Gratz/For The Washington Post)


Now, Republicans and Democrats alike view Harris as the heavy favorite to come close to or even exceed Biden's margin of victory in the state's 2nd Congressional District.
And that makes Bacon more endangered than he has ever been.
"I bet you it costs me two or three points every four years," he said of the Democratic effort to win the lone electoral vote. "It surely skews the spending in our district, which I obviously don't like. But if you're a Democrat, you love it."
A retired Air Force brigadier general, Bacon, 61, is running as a mainstream conservative who is willing to break with his party, as a Republican who voted to certify Biden's 2020 victory and one of 13 House Republicans who supported the 2021 infrastructure law.
Vargas, 40, an eight-year veteran of the legislature, served as a public school teacher and on the school board. He's running to the political middle as a tax-cutter who wants a safe and secure border, embracing his heritage as part of the American Dream to appeal to the district's moderate lean.
Bacon narrowly survived in 2022 when, by Vargas's own admission, he ran an uneven campaign that raised too little money, ran too few negative contrast ads on Bacon's record and failed to galvanize enough support in Black and Latino neighborhoods.
"We did well and overperformed in places that we didn't expect to, but we really needed to make sure to do more to get more Democrats out to vote," said Vargas, whose parents immigrated from Peru.
Even though Vargas has a more professional campaign this time, that lack of voter enthusiasm persisted through most of the summer with Biden at the top of the ticket. "The party was sort of dead," said Josh Rodriguez, 23, who works in accounting for Union Pacific, joining Meija's table Friday.
"I accepted it," Rodriguez said of Trump. "He was going to win."
That changed when Biden dropped out and Harris took the mantle, placing a woman with a chance to make history at the top of the ticket as Vargas tries to become the state's first Latino member of Congress and as abortion rights measures are on the ballot.
Nationally, Harris raced back into a competitive posture, and pretty soon political commentators started saying Harris merely needed to win the "Blue Wall" -- Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin -- to win the electoral college.

Supporters dance and cheer while waiting for the start of an event for the Harris-Walz campaign in La Vista, Neb., on Aug. 17. (Rebecca S. Gratz/For The Washington Post)


But that was the 2020 version of a presidential victory map, when those three states added up to 44 electoral votes. Just winning those three and the other states that Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton won added up to 271 votes back then.
After the decennial census in 2021, Michigan and Pennsylvania lost a vote each, dropping the Blue Wall margin to exactly 269 votes. Now, if Trump were to win the southern battlegrounds of Nevada, Georgia, North Carolina and Arizona, the race could end up tied 269-269 if he won the Omaha district, and result in Congress deciding the presidency.
If the Omaha district breaks for Harris, just as it did for Biden four years ago and Obama in 2008, she would win the presidency with 270.
"Kamala Harris definitely, definitely helped out," Meija's cousin Jesus Ruiz Flores said of the local energy.
Harris campaign officials privately feel strong about the race but take nothing for granted. When her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, held a rally outside Omaha last month, he leaned into the idea that this district could be critical.
"You know what I also know about this state? Nebraskans don't fear the future; you make the future," Walz, who was born and raised in rural Nebraska, told a crowd of several thousand.
Officially, Trump maintains that he can win the district. "I LOVE OMAHA, and won it in 2016," he wrote on social media after the effort to change the law failed. "Looks like I'll have to do it again!!!"
There's little visual sign of a real effort. Maybe Trump's advisers saw the writing on the wall, or the highway, a while ago and realized Omaha is not his type of town.

Les Brauer, center, holds his Trump hat to his heart while singing the National Anthem beside James Cheek during a rally in support of Rep. Don Bacon in Omaha, on Sept. 21. (Rebecca S. Gratz/For The Washington Post)


A drive along West Dodge Road out of Omaha's downtown revealed several businesses with big signs promoting Bacon's reelection as well as those of Sens. Deb Fischer (R) and Pete Ricketts (R) -- but not Trump.
Nebraska presents as a deeply conservative state, having given Trump margins of almost 20 and 25 percentage points the past two elections. But voters have long favored conservatives who are temperamentally moderate in Congress, even as loud, far-right voices control state and county Republican committees. These leaders have issued symbolic penalties to Bacon and other Republicans for not being sufficiently supportive of Trump, infuriating mainstream GOP voters.
"The state and county party have alienated a lot of Republicans because they are hard core, what I call FRITOs: Freaking Republicans in Trump Only," Tim Heller, 60, a life insurance executive, said at the police hall while wearing a Bacon T-shirt.
Depending on his mood, he might choose a different f-word to lead the FRITOs acronym. "They're focused on Trump and Trump alone and their tinfoil hat, election security issues," said Heller, who backed Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) in the GOP primaries and will now support Trump.

Tim Heller shows his shirt that reads, "Make Democrats cry again," during a campaign event for Rep. Don Bacon. (Rebecca S. Gratz/For The Washington Post)


In its almost 10 years of existence, the House Freedom Caucus, an ideological wellspring of Trumpism, has never claimed a member from Nebraska among its ranks. And Ricketts and Fischer, who faces a surprisingly strong challenge from an independent, are reliably quiet allies of Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.).
The state's political nature is a fountain of reformist ideas from both parties. In the early 1890s, William Jennings Bryan represented eastern Nebraska in the House for two terms, served as a columnist for the Omaha World-Herald and then became a three-time Democratic presidential nominee, running on populist agrarian ideas.
And in 1934, Republican U.S. Sen. George Norris led the way to getting Nebraska to turn into a unicameral legislature, just a Senate, and a nonpartisan setup that has none of the usual party leadership structure that can whip up support for the governor or any leader. It takes a two-thirds supermajority of 33 votes to clear a filibuster in the 49-senator body.
Is there anyone cracking the whip and instilling discipline? "No, there's not. It is a very foreign concept," said state Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh (D), a third-generation politician in Omaha.
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) learned this lesson the hard way last week when he parachuted into Lincoln, the state capital, to try to persuade a bunch of GOP state senators to change the law and award all five electoral votes to Trump, presuming he wins statewide again.
As Graham admitted Monday, after his bid fell apart, no one seemed capable of ordering these state senators to fall in line.
"It was interesting. They have a different system. Everybody's like a mini-governor," Graham told reporters back in the U.S. Capitol.
Bacon and Vargas are both now trying to position themselves as the sensible moderate while attacking the other as an ideological extremist. Bacon brings up Vargas's past support for Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), while Vargas hammers Bacon for embracing Trump's recent endorsement.
The blue-dot energy clearly handed momentum to Vargas, whose road to Washington might be driven through that lone electoral vote.
"We do things differently in Nebraska," Vargas said. "Nebraska is different, and it's okay that we're different."
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Harris flubs manufacturing jobs claim in MSNBC interview
Earlier, in a speech in Pittsburgh, the vice president correctly noted that manufacturing jobs were falling under Donald Trump before the pandemic.
By Glenn Kessler | 2024-09-26

Vice President Kamala Harris, speaking at Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh on Wednesday, touched on the subject of federal support for biomanufacturing and aerospace engineering, as well as semiconductors and clean energy. But a policy document released by the campaign did not provide details. (Justin Merriman for The Washington Post) 


"All told, almost 200,000 manufacturing jobs were lost during his presidency, starting before the pandemic hit, making Trump one of the biggest losers ever on manufacturing."
-- Vice President Kamala Harris, in an economic speech in Pittsburgh, Sept. 25
"Even before the pandemic, he lost manufacturing jobs, by most people's estimates at least 200,000."
-- Harris, a few hours later in an interview with MSNBC
This is a good example of how a cleverly phrased line in a speech can get bungled when a politician tries to repeat it later off the cuff.
In the speech, Harris's phrasing was defensible. But the wording in the interview was wrong.
Donald Trump's economic record before the pandemic was pretty good, with steady growth in overall jobs. But in 2019, the year before the pandemic, manufacturing went into a mild recession, and the number of manufacturing jobs fell nearly 50,000 from January 2019 to February 2020.
While president, Trump never acknowledged this dip and instead kept insisting manufacturing was on an upswing. From February 2017, the first month of jobs data in his presidency, to the time the pandemic struck in March 2020, manufacturing jobs increased about 400,000, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics -- though Trump kept rounding up to 500,000 even as jobs were shedding.
The Harris campaign clearly wanted to signal that the manufacturing sector was troubled under Trump before the pandemic struck. So her speech took a figure for total manufacturing jobs losses "during his presidency" -- nearly 200,000, after the pandemic -- and inserted the phrase "starting before the pandemic hit."
That's correct, as phrased.
In the interview, however, Harris dropped the caveats and simply said: "Even before the pandemic, he lost manufacturing jobs, by most people's estimates at least 200,000."
That's wrong. As we noted, before the pandemic Trump could claim a gain of 400,000 manufacturing jobs.
During the Biden-Harris administration, manufacturing jobs have increased more than 700,000. But notably, manufacturing growth has been flat since November 2022 -- almost two years. Moreover, many of the manufacturing jobs created under Biden were a rebound from the pandemic. Total manufacturing jobs have increased only about 100,000 above the high point reached under Trump in January 2019.
Asked about her statement in the interview, the Harris campaign pointed to her speech text.
"I am not mad at anyone for achieving success, but everyone should pay their fair share. And it is not right that the teachers and the firefighters that I meet every day across our country are paying a higher tax than the richest people in our country."
This is a two-Pinocchio claim.
Harris is referring to a 2021 White House study that concluded that the 400 wealthiest taxpayers paid an effective tax rate of 8 percent. But that estimate included unrealized gains in the income calculation. That's not how the tax laws work. People are taxed on capital gains when they sell their stocks or other assets. So this is only a figure for a hypothetical tax system.
According to IRS data on the top 0.001 percent -- 1,475 taxpayers with at least $77 million in adjusted gross income in 2020 -- the average tax rate was 23.7 percent. The top 1 percent of taxpayers (income of at least $548,000) paid nearly 26 percent.
As for less-wealthy Americans, few, such as teachers or firefighters, pay even the lowest rate of 10 percent because of deductions, exemptions and the like.
According to the Tax Policy Center, about 60 percent of all tax returns are filed by those with income under $50,000 -- and about half of those pay no income tax at all; 22 percent paid an effective tax rate of less than 5 percent, and another 22 percent paid less than 10 percent.
Among taxpayers with income between $50,000 and $100,000, about 60 percent paid an effective tax rate below 10 percent.
(About our rating scale)
Send us facts to check by filling out this form
Sign up for The Fact Checker weekly newsletter
The Fact Checker is a verified signatory to the International Fact-Checking Network code of principles
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GOP congressman posts, then deletes, racist comments about Haitians
Democrats moved Wednesday evening to censure Rep. Clay Higgins of Louisiana over an X post deriding the Haitian community.
By Justine McDaniel | 2024-09-26

Rep. Clay Higgins (R-La.) heads to the Senate floor in April. (Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters)


Republican Rep. Clay Higgins (La.) published racist comments about Haitians on Wednesday -- only to delete them after being confronted by House colleagues.
In a post on X, formerly Twitter, Higgins called Haitians "thugs," called Haiti the "nastiest country in the western hemisphere," and repeated false and dehumanizing claims about pet-eating. The remarks were called out and he deleted the post, though he has not yet issued an apology.
The sideshow unfolded on the House floor Wednesday evening as representatives convened to vote on a spending bill to avert a government shutdown. Rep. Steven Horsford (D-Nev.) confronted Higgins on the floor and asked him to take down the post.
House Speaker Mike Johnson, also a Louisiana Republican, told reporters Higgins was approached by colleagues who told him the post was "offensive." Johnson said he then spoke to Higgins about it, after which Higgins "prayed about it and he regretted it and he pulled the post down."
"That's what you want the gentleman to do," Johnson said.
On the House floor, Horsford introduced a censure resolution against Higgins. In a statement shortly thereafter, Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) said Higgins "must be held accountable for dishonorable conduct that is unbecoming of a Member of Congress."
Higgins's post referenced the falsehood spread in recent weeks by Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump and running mate Sen. JD Vance that Haitian immigrants in Springfield, Ohio, were eating pets. The claims prompted bomb threats that closed schools and necessitated the deployment of state troopers and left Haitians fearful for their safety.
Ohio's Republican governor, Mike DeWine; the town's mayor; and other elected officials have refuted and condemned the false claims. But most Republicans have been reluctant to directly criticize Trump and Vance for repeating the accusations, and neither candidate has walked back the claim.
Higgins made his post two days after Trump said of legal immigrants, "You have to get them the hell out," as he talked about Springfield during a campaign rally in Pennsylvania.
In the post, Higgins threatened that Haitians should get "out of our country before January 20th." He also ridiculed a lawsuit against Trump and Vance brought by the leader of a Haitian nonprofit over their false claims.
Higgins resigned from the St. Landry Parish sheriff's office in 2016 after he described alleged gang members as "heathens" and "animals" in a viral video. He won his House seat months later.
On Wednesday, Jeffries questioned Johnson's decision to name Higgins to a House task force investigating the assassination attempt on Trump. "Perhaps that's something that House Republican leadership should reevaluate," Jeffries told reporters.
Theodoric Meyer, Jacob Bogage and Marianna Sotomayor contributed to this report.
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Trump, without evidence, suggests possible Iranian involvement in two assassination attempts
The Republican nominee called for threatening to blow the country to "smithereens" if it harmed a presidential candidate.
By Marianne LeVine, Michael Birnbaum | 2024-09-26

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump speaks during a campaign event on Wednesday in Mint Hill, N.C. (Evan Vucci/AP)


Donald Trump suggested without evidence Wednesday that Iran might have been involved in two recent attempted assassinations against him, as he called for threatening to blow the country to "smithereens" if it harmed a presidential candidate.
During campaign remarks in North Carolina, Trump said the two attempted assassinations "may or may not involve, but possibly do Iran. But I don't really know." There is no evidence of any Iranian involvement in either attempted assassination on July 13 in Butler, Pa., or on Sept. 15 in West Palm Beach, Fla.
Officials with the Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI) briefed Trump on Tuesday about "real and specific threats" by Iran to assassinate him with the goal of destabilizing the United States and sowing chaos, campaign spokesman Steven Cheung said in a statement Tuesday. Cheung also claimed without evidence that Iran wanted Vice President Kamala Harris to win the November presidential election.
Trump said in North Carolina that the United States should threaten a devastating military response to any harm against a presidential candidate. If he were president, Trump said, he "would inform the threatening country -- in this case, Iran -- that if you do anything to harm this person, we are going to blow your largest cities and the country itself to smithereens." He added, "But right now, we don't have that leadership or the necessary people, the necessary leaders."
Trump's remarks drew condemnation from the National Iranian American Council, which called them "an outrageous threat that should be widely condemned as psychotic and genocidal."
Sean Savett, a National Security Council spokesperson, said in a statement that the Biden administration has been "tracking Iranian threats against former President Trump and former Trump administration officials for years."
"We consider this a national and homeland security matter of the highest priority, and we strongly condemn Iran for these brazen threats," Savett said. "We have also warned Iran publicly and privately to stop this activity or face severe consequences. We have ensured that appropriate agencies are continuously and promptly providing the former President's security detail with evolving threat information."
In a joint statement released by ODNI, the FBI, and the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency this month, the agencies said that "the FBI learned additional details about Iran's efforts to sow discord and shape the outcome of U.S. elections." The agencies also wrote that "Iranian malicious cyber actors" have sought to send "stolen, nonpublic material associated with former president Trump's campaign to U.S. media organizations."
Trump spoke Wednesday as world leaders, including the president of Iran, gathered in New York this week for the U.N. General Assembly.
"We have large security forces guarding him, and yet they're threatening our former president and the leading candidate to become the next president of the United States, certainly a strange set of circumstances," Trump said.
During his speech in North Carolina, the former president spoke at length about the war in Ukraine, blaming Biden and Harris for the conflict and claiming without evidence that a "deal could have been made." He also sharply criticized Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, saying: "We continue to give billions of dollars to a man who refuses to make a deal," a reference to U.S. military aid.
"Biden and Kamala allowed this to happen by feeding Zelensky money and munitions like no country has ever seen before," Trump said. "It's all such a horror, Biden and Harris caused this situation by the stupidity of what they said, by every move they make."
Trump has repeatedly claimed that Russian President Vladimir Putin would have never invaded Ukraine if he were still president. The Washington Post previously reported that Trump privately said he could end Russia's war with Ukraine by pressuring Ukraine to give up some territory. He also claimed on Wednesday that Zelensky was "making little nasty aspersions toward your favorite president."
Zelensky -- who spoke at the United Nations on Wednesday -- is on a visit to the United States to try to drum up further support for the war as Russia makes advances ahead of winter. The Ukrainian leader plans to outline a "victory plan" in a meeting with President Joe Biden at the White House on Thursday along with plans to see Harris. He also sought to meet Trump to discuss the victory plan, which includes a list of Ukrainian requests, including NATO membership, that Kyiv says would help repel future Russian attacks.
Trump's comments appeared to blame Zelensky for the fighting in his country, even though Russia was the aggressor of the unprovoked war in 2022. Ukrainian leaders have been cautious about cutting a deal with Russia that would allow Moscow to retain control of parts of their territory for a host of reasons, one of which has been the violent treatment of local Ukrainians by Russian forces on occupied Ukrainian territories over the course of the war.
Trump and Zelensky have a tense relationship that dates back to 2019 and the former U.S. president's first impeachment, which came after he withheld military aid to Kyiv in a bid to get the Ukrainian leader to dig up alleged dirt about Hunter Biden's business dealings in Ukraine. Trump's allies were critical of a Monday appearance by Zelensky in Scranton, Pa., where he toured an ammunition factory and visited with Gov. Josh Shapiro (D), who has been campaigning for Harris.
Trump associates, including House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) have said the appearance amounted to a Democratic campaign event in a swing state. Johnson on Wednesday sent Zelensky a letter demanding that he fire Ukraine's ambassador in Washington, Oksana Markarova, for her role in organizing the visit.
In his speech, Trump lamented the destruction from the war, calling the country "absolutely obliterated." He further appeared to suggested that Ukraine wants the United States to "send American kids over," which is not a current request from the Ukrainian government.
Trump's campaign also announced Wednesday that he will return for a rally in Butler, the site of his first attempted assassination, on Oct. 5
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Investigation launched into Wisconsin mayor who removed ballot drop box
The Wausau mayor had unspecified concerns about his city's drop box, so he put on a hard hat and moved the box to his office using a handcart.
By Patrick Marley | 2024-09-26

Mayor Doug Diny at Wausau City Hall in Wausau, Wis., on June 6. (Gabi Broekema/Wausau Daily Herald)


MADISON, Wis. -- A years-long fight over voting rules in the swing state of Wisconsin sparked a criminal investigation this week after a mayor -- wearing a hard hat and Department of Public Works jacket -- carted off a ballot drop box the city clerk was about to make available to voters.
The move by Wausau Mayor Doug Diny came as officials around the battleground state wrestle with whether to use drop boxes after the state Supreme Court this summer gave them that ability. Officials in Milwaukee, Madison and other Democratic strongholds have embraced them, while their counterparts in some of Milwaukee's suburbs and other Republican areas have banned them.
Nowhere has the dispute been more prominent than Wausau, a city of 40,000 people in the heart of the state. The mayor, who was elected in the spring with the help of the Republican Party, said he moved the drop box to his office Sunday because he believed the city council should decide whether the city should use it.
"My position is that this city does not need one," he said in an interview Wednesday.
The Wausau Pilot & Review earlier reported on the removal of the drop box. Diny gave the publication a photo of him wheeling it away and said he did not believe he had done anything illegal.
Clerks in Wisconsin have sent more than 410,000 absentee ballots since mail voting began last week, and voters can return them by mail, at clerk's offices or to drop boxes.
The Wausau drop box was placed outside of city hall late last week, and the clerk planned to have it secured to the ground so that it could be used starting Monday, according to city officials. It was locked, and voters could not place ballots inside while it was awaiting installation, City Clerk Kaitlyn Bernarde said.
Bernarde said she discovered the drop box was missing Monday and reported the matter to Marathon County District Attorney Theresa Wetzsteon (D), who said Wednesday that she has launched an investigation. The drop box will not be used for now, but voters can return ballots in a separate box normally used for payments to the city government, Bernarde said.
For years, drop boxes were uncontroversial and used by communities around the state. Their use exploded during the 2020 election because of the coronavirus pandemic, and more than 500 municipalities made them available that year.
In 2022, the state Supreme Court barred their use in a 4-3 decision because state law does not mention drop boxes. This summer, after liberals took control of the court from conservatives, the justices issued a 4-3 decision allowing drop boxes.
The latest decision left it to nearly 1,900 municipal clerks to decide whether to use them in their communities. Dozens of clerks, if not more, have decided not to use the drop boxes this fall, including all the clerks in Dodge County in eastern Wisconsin. Some of those clerks made their decisions after Sheriff Dale Schmidt (R) warned that drop boxes could "degrade trust in our system," according to WisPolitics.com.

Diny uses a dolly to remove the city's lone drop box from in front of City Hall in Wausau on Sunday. (Doug Diny/AP)


Wausau's mayor said the city clerk told him last week she had mailed 4,000 ballots to residents with instructions telling them a drop box was available. She informed him the city attorney had told her she did not need to get the city council's permission to use the drop box, Diny said.
Diny said he discovered the drop box had not been installed, donned a hard hat and took it to his office.
"That may seem a little silly," he said in reference to the hard hat, "but I was memorializing the event because I was taking a stand that this decision by the [state] Supreme Court is not clear.".
On Tuesday, a few Wausau residents expressed frustration with their mayor during a city council meeting -- including one who noted former mayor Katie Rosenberg's support for drop boxes. Ahead of a spring 2022 election, Rosenberg appeared in a dancing video with other Democrats to promote Wausau's drop box.
"I just feel that this is further undermining election integrity and while we had a former mayor who promoted accessible voting, we have this one who would rather try to swipe a ballot box on a Sunday after church," Nancy Stencil told the council.
Sarah Brock, a Wausau school board member who spoke during the council's public comments period, said the mayor's actions risked creating confusion.
"Our votes are our voice," she said in an interview. "And if it feels like that is being silenced in any way or disrespected, that's a really personal feeling."
The city clerk on Monday found security footage of the mayor carting away the drop box, according to Lisa Rasmussen, the city council president.
Rasmussen said she emailed the mayor about the incident when she learned of it, and he told her he had put it in a secure location over unspecified concerns. He emailed her a copy of the photo of him removing the drop box, she said.
"Whether local elected officials agree with the use of drop boxes or not, it is not our decision to make and we have no authority to manage or tamper with drop boxes," Rasmussen said by email. "It is the city clerk's choice and she made it."
The district attorney said she has asked for assistance with her investigation from the state Department of Justice. A spokeswoman for Wisconsin Attorney General Josh Kaul (D) said the department has not yet determined whether it would help.
Sam Liebert, the Wisconsin director of the voting rights group All Voting Is Local, said an investigation is essential.
"This is an egregious and physical attack on drop boxes by an election denier who is restricting voter access to the ballot box," Liebert said in a statement.
Diny downplayed the investigation, saying he's making changes in the city that are stirring up opposition. "I believe I'm in the right and I don't believe I did anything unlawful," he said.
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Singer Chappell Roan says she'll vote for Harris but won't endorse her
Singer Chappell Roan said she will vote for Kamala Harris but won't "settle" by endorsing her after receiving backlash for an interview with the Guardian. 

By Kyle Melnick | 2024-09-25

Singer Chappell Roan poses for a portrait in October in Chicago. (Mary Mathis/For The Washington Post)


Amid online backlash over her recent criticism of the Democratic and Republican parties ahead of the presidential election, singer Chappell Roan said on TikTok on Wednesday that she'll vote for Vice President Kamala Harris.
However, Roan said she wouldn't endorse Harris, criticizing the Democratic Party's views on transgender rights and the Israel-Gaza war.
"I'm not settling for what has been offered," Roan, 26, said in the video.
Roan received backlash after she told the Guardian in an article published Friday that she has "so many issues with our government in every way."
"I don't feel pressured to endorse someone," Roan told the British newspaper. "There's problems on both sides. I encourage people to use your critical thinking skills, use your vote -- vote small, vote for what's going on in your city."
Roan, a member of the LGBTQ+ community, added that the government "cannot have cis people making decisions for trans people."
A lot of the pushback Roan has faced has come online from her fandom and LGBTQ+ activists. On Sunday, activist Charlotte Clymer, who is transgender, wrote on X that Roan's position was "privileged."
"Harris will be elected," Clymer wrote, "and it's because of the many thousands of staff and volunteers and tens of millions of reasonable adults who understand life under Trump (again) would be horrific for all of us."
Roan said in a TikTok on Tuesday that her comments were "being completely taken out of context." She said she wouldn't vote for Republican nominee Donald Trump but didn't say whom she would vote for.
"I will always question those in power and those making decisions over other people," she said in the video. "And I will stand up for what's right and what I believe in."
Her comments prompted more pushback, including one Reddit user who wrote: "It's either Harris or Trump. That's the reality. What's there to question?"
On Wednesday, Roan attempted to clarify her comments in another TikTok, revealing that she would vote for Harris but wouldn't "put my entire name and my entire project behind one" candidate.
"I hope you don't settle for what we have and put your name behind someone that you don't fully, fully trust," Roan said in the video.
Harris has opposed state laws denying transgender people access to bathrooms that match their gender identities, and she and President Joe Biden have opposed efforts by states to ban gender-affirming therapy. Many LGBTQ+ activists have declared their support for Harris. Trump wants to purge anything in the federal government deemed to promote transgender identity, The Washington Post reported.
Harris has expressed support for Israel's right to defend itself in its war against Hamas while acknowledging the plight of Palestinians. More than 41,490   people have been killed and 96,000 injured in Gaza since the war started, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. Israel estimates that about 1,200 people were killed and 250 taken hostage in Hamas's Oct. 7 attack, and it says 346 soldiers have been killed since the launch of its military operations in Gaza.
Roan has been vocal about her political views before, announcing at a June concert that she had declined an invitation to perform at the White House that month.
"We want liberty, justice and freedom for all," Roan said at the time. "When you do that, that's when I'll come."
Roan told Rolling Stone this month that she originally considered protesting the Gaza war during her White House visit, but her publicist talked her out of it.
Roan, whose fame skyrocketed after she performed at Coachella in April, has been vocal about her struggle with fandom. Her real name is Kayleigh Rose Amstutz, but she took on a "drag name" to separate herself from her work.
"Celebrity culture is weird," she told The Post last year. "I think it's really bizarre and really unhealthy."
Pop stars Taylor Swift and Billie Eilish endorsed Harris this month, and some Democrats are hoping Puerto Rican singer Bad Bunny will endorse their party. Roan said Wednesday that she wants people to vote for whoever they believe is "the best option."
"It's all we can do," she said.
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Foreign leaders seek meetings with Trump as knife-edge election nears
British, Emirati and Qatari leaders met with Trump or were scheduled to do so this week during travel to the United States for the U.N. General Assembly.
By Isaac Stanley-Becker, Josh Dawsey | 2024-09-25

Former president Donald Trump is meeting with foreign leaders amid travel for the U.N. General Assembly. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Foreign leaders traveling to the United States to attend the U.N. General Assembly this week in New York have also been meeting with former president Donald Trump, as they hedge their bets in case of a Trump victory in the November election.
Trump is scheduled to meet this week with the president of the United Arab Emirates, Mohamed bin Zayed al-Nahyan, and British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, according to people familiar with the discussions who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share private details. On Sunday, Trump wrote on social media that he had met with the emir and prime minister of Qatar at Mar-a-Lago, his private club and residence in Florida.
The emir, Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, "is someone also who strongly wants peace in the Middle East, and all over the world," Trump wrote. "We had a great relationship during my years in the White House, and it will be even stronger this time around!" The Qataris have played a crucial mediating role in cease-fire talks between Israel and Hamas.
The Qatari and Emirati embassies did not respond to requests for comment. Representatives for Starmer also did not respond.
The meetings reflect an acknowledgment by a wide range of foreign governments, from Europe to the Persian Gulf, that Trump may soon return to the White House and take over management of multiple global conflagrations, including Russia's war in Ukraine, the civil war in Sudan, and Israel's war in Gaza and its escalating conflict with Hezbollah.
Mohamed, the Emirati leader, met separately in Washington this week with President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic presidential nominee. Starmer met with Biden at the White House earlier this month. The only other foreign leader Harris is scheduled to see this week is Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, according to a person familiar with her schedule.
Zelensky said over the weekend that he intended to discuss plans for his country's conduct of the war with Biden, congressional leaders and both presidential nominees. Trump, at a campaign rally in Georgia on Tuesday, derided the Ukrainian president as "the greatest salesman on Earth," expressing doubt that Kyiv could fend off Russia's advances but also boasting that he could end the conflict.
"We're stuck in that war unless I'm president," Trump said.
A Trump spokesman declined to comment on the meetings.
This week's engagements are notable because they include foreign leaders beyond those known to be friendly with Trump. Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, whose nationalist agenda is acclaimed by many of the former president's supporters, visited Trump in July. Trump has also spoken to Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman of Saudi Arabia, a relationship he cultivated while in the White House, including by making Riyadh his first foreign stop as president.
It's not unheard of for presidential candidates to engage with representatives of foreign governments. Both Trump and Democrat Hillary Clinton met with foreign officials while campaigning for the presidency in 2016. During his bid for the White House in 2008, then-Sen. Barack Obama also met with foreign heads of state during a swing through Europe and the Middle East.
But private citizens are barred from interfering with U.S. diplomatic relationships under the Logan Act, a 1799 statute that makes it a felony to engage "with any foreign government or any officer or agent thereof, with intent to influence the measures or conduct of any foreign government or of any officer or agent thereof, in relation to any disputes or controversies with the United States, or to defeat the measures of the United States."
Stephen I. Vladeck, a professor at the Georgetown University Law Center, said the extent of interactions between presidential candidates and foreign leaders makes clear that the Logan Act, which has barely been tested in court, is toothless. He said there are good reasons candidates would want to prepare -- and why foreign heads of state would want to get to know possible incoming American leaders. But the potential for abuse is worrisome, he added.
"It shouldn't be controversial that people who are outside of the administration should be limited in their ability to influence or undermine the administration's foreign policy," Vladeck said. "Someone running for office might make some sort of backroom deal: 'If you do something or don't do something until I'm elected, I promise to help you if I win.' That should bother any American."
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Trump returns to N.C.; Harris talks economy on MSNBC, in Pa.
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Amy B Wang, Azi Paybarah, Maegan Vazquez, Patrick Svitek, Mariana Alfaro, Isaac Stanley-Becker, Josh Dawsey, Meryl Kornfield, Kyle Melnick, Hannah Knowles, Matt Viser, Jacob Bogage, Patrick Marley, Clara Ence Morse, Luis Melgar, Maeve Reston, Marianna Sotomayor, Nick Miroff, Dylan Wells, Jeff Stein, Marianne LeVine, Lenny Bronner, Diane Napolitano, Kati Perry, Amy Gardner, Philip Bump, Perry Stein, Gene Park, Glenn Kessler, Maria Sacchetti, Jacqueline Alemany, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Theodoric Meyer, Abha Bhattarai, Toluse Olorunnipa, Isaac Arnsdorf, Shane Harris, Praveena Somasundaram, Colby Itkowitz | 2024-09-26
Former president Donald Trump campaigned Wednesday in North Carolina, a state that has become more competitive in the race for the White House since Vice President Kamala Harris ascended to the top of the Democratic ticket. Trump delivered a meandering speech in Mint Hill during which he threatened to blow Iran to "smithereens" if it were to order an attack on a U.S. presidential candidate, and criticized the FBI over its investigations of the two assassination attempts against him. Harris delivered an address on her plans for the economy in Pittsburgh ahead of an MSNBC interview that aired later in the evening. Pennsylvania is key to both campaigns' plans to win the electoral college vote.
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Senate, House pass bill to avert government shutdown, setting up December fight
The House is poised to vote on a short-term funding bill that would extend funding through the election, averting a government shutdown set to strike Oct. 1. 
By Jacob Bogage, Adrian Blanco, Chris Alcantara, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Marianna Sotomayor, Jeff Stein, Mariana Alfaro, Jason Samenow | 2024-09-25
Congress passed legislation on Wednesday to fund the government into December and send more than $230 million in emergency funding to the Secret Service.
Lawmakers had a deadline of Monday to pass new financing bills and avoid a government shutdown. The new legislation  extends that deadline to Dec. 20 and funds the government at current levels until then.
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) relied on support from Democrats -- rather than just his own GOP majority -- to approve the funding. The House earlier rejected a measure Johnson preferred that would have extended the deadline into March and included a new requirement to prove citizenship when registering to vote in federal elections. The Senate passed it very quickly later Wednesday evening on a bipartisan basis.
The short-term spending bill, also known as a continuing resolution or CR,  will set up a frenzied year-end period to pass annual spending bills before the next president takes office.
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Harris urges investment in industry and cites her middle-class roots
The Democratic nominee is pushing to reduce Donald Trump's political edge on the economy
By Matt Viser, Jeff Stein | 2024-09-25

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a campaign event at Carnegie Mellon University on Wednesday. (Justin Merriman for The Washington Post)


PITTSBURGH -- Vice President Kamala Harris, seeking to further erode Donald Trump's advantage on economic issues, announced plans Wednesday for a broad expansion of investment in American industries from semiconductors to clean energy.
But she was light on specifics, instead focusing much of her speech on emphasizing that she understands the struggles of middle-class Americans. Many workers have wrestled with high gas and food prices for much of the Biden presidency, although inflation has cooled in recent months.
"I grew up in a middle-class family," Harris said, speaking at the Economic Club of Pittsburgh. "And while we were more fortunate than many, I still remember my mother sitting at that yellow Formica table late at night, a cup of tea in hand with a pile of bills in front of her, just trying to make sure that she paid them off by the end of the month."
In tying her economic philosophy to her own biography, Harris painted scenes that recall how President Joe Biden has long described his own middle-class upbringing. The account was intended to create a contrast with Trump, who grew up wealthy and has made a career of showcasing his lavish lifestyle.
Harris described her economic philosophy as "pragmatic," stressing that her policies are practical and not "bound by ideology."
Harris proposed increasing the tax deduction for start-up businesses from $5,000 to $50,000, and she recapped specifics of her previous policy plans, including $25,000 in down payment assistance for first-time home buyers and a $6,000 tax benefit for parents with newborns.
"I intend to chart a new way forward and grow America's middle class. Donald Trump intends to take America backward to the failed policies of the past," she said, adding that Trump had cut taxes for wealthy Americans and big corporations. "You see, for Donald Trump, our economy works best if it works for those who own the big skyscrapers. Not those who actually build them. Not those who wire them. Not those who mop the floor."
Harris is working to cut into Republican nominee Donald Trump's advantage on economic issues, a push that polls suggest has begun to bear fruit.
More voters believe Trump would do a better job on the economy, but his edge has dropped. Trump leads Harris by an average of six percentage points on economic issues, compared with a 12-point lead over Biden when he was still in the race, according to an analysis of five polls.
The push to expand on the industrial investments undertaken by the Biden administration was especially significant.
Industrial policy has long been controversial, and economists tend to warn that federal efforts to plan the economy through government-led investments can be ineffective or even backfire. But Democrats have increasingly embraced this approach after Trump's election in 2016, seeing it as important to protect U.S. economic competitiveness amid the rise of China.
Harris suggested federal support for biomanufacturing and aerospace engineering, as well as semiconductors and clean energy. But a policy document released by the campaign did little to clarify how she would aim to grow these industries.
"One of the recurring themes in American history is that when we make an intentional effort to invest in our industrial strength, it leads to extraordinary prosperity and security," Harris said. She cited President Abraham Lincoln's support for the transcontinental railroad and President Dwight D. Eisenhower's support for the interstate highway system.
"From our earliest days, America's economic strength has been tied to our industrial strength," the vice president said. "I will recommit the nation to global leadership in the sectors that will define the next century."
Reviving domestic manufacturing has been a key aim of the Biden administration, with hundreds of billions of dollars pumped into various industries through the Inflation Reduction Act and the Chips and Science Act, both of which passed in 2022.
Harris pointed to Pittsburgh, where she was delivering her speech, as essential to the rise of American manufacturing as well as the labor movement. She attempted to make a sharp distinction between her plans to spur production with targeted tax incentives and Trump's plans to impose trillions of dollars in new tariffs.
Trump also has emphasized his intent to boost domestic manufacturing, but with a focus on tax cuts and trade restrictions. He has proposed trillions in tariffs to insulate U.S. firms from foreign competition and earlier this month proposed cutting the corporate tax rate from 21 percent to 15 percent on "companies that make their product in America," although he has said little to define that plan.
Trump's campaign released a statement after Harris's speech, saying Americans are still struggling under the Biden economy and blaming Harris for that.
"Kamala Harris is right about one thing -- it's time to turn the page," Karoline Leavitt, the national press secretary for the Trump campaign, said in the statement. "She's had three-and-a-half years to prove herself, and she has failed. Personal savings are down, credit card debt is up, small business optimism is at a record-low, and people are struggling to afford homes, groceries, and gas."
Given the compressed nature of the race -- Harris became the likely nominee in late July, when Biden dropped out -- her advisers acknowledge that voters know relatively little about her vision for the economy. While she has rolled out economic policy plans, her aides say they believe it is more crucial to persuade voters that she shares their broad values.
The vice president's trip to Pennsylvania comes as polls remain tight in all the major battleground states. She heads to Arizona on Friday and Nevada on Sunday.
Before she arrived here Wednesday, lines were long outside the Philip Chosky Theatre on the campus of Carnegie Mellon University. The fire marshal had restricted entry into the theater, with scores being turned away. Inside, more than 200 people sat in the auditorium, listening to soft jazz playing through the speakers. As soon as a staffer came up and affixed the vice-presidential seal to the lectern, the audience burst into applause.
Trump has argued that his success as a businessman is proof that he can improve the economy for all Americans. In response, Harris has cited economists and other experts who endorse her economic plans.

Vice President Kamala Harris delivered remarks on her economic plan in Pittsburg, PA on Sept. 25.


Mark Cuban, the billionaire businessman and Dallas Mavericks minority owner, attended the speech to support Harris's message. In a brief interview afterward, he praised her remarks and said he would advise her to continue along similar lines of attack.
"All those idiots that are calling her a Marxist, she kind of put that to rest," said Cuban, who has endorsed Harris. "She's not impetuous. She's thorough in her polices. She talked, most importantly to me, she talked about new technologies and pushing forward AI. You can talk about military all you want, but if we don't have the best AI in the universe, we're in trouble."
Before her speech, Harris met with union workers employed by U.S. Steel, according to a campaign official, who said she reiterated her position that the company should remain American owned and operated.
Nippon Steel has proposed a $14.9 billion acquisition of U.S. Steel, and the Biden administration recently extended its review of the purchase, effectively postponing a final decision until after Election Day.
In her speech, Harris contended that her plans would not take long to implement.
"Patience may be a virtue, but not when it comes to job creation or America's competitiveness," she said. "Many of you know the Empire State Building. You know how long it took to build it? One year. The Pentagon, you know how long that took? 16 months. No one can tell me we can't build quickly in our country."
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Zelensky warns U.N. that Russia is preparing to attack nuclear plants
The Ukrainian president addressed world leaders ahead of a pivotal White House meeting, where is he expected to outline a "victory plan" for President Joe Biden.
By Michael Birnbaum | 2024-09-25

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky addresses the U.N. General Assembly in New York on Wednesday. (Justin Lane/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


UNITED NATIONS -- Russia is making plans to attack Ukraine's nuclear power plants, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky warned fellow world leaders at the United Nations on Wednesday, issuing a stark call for global leadership to help him attain peace as his country stares down a cold, dark winter with most of its energy infrastructure destroyed.
In his highest-platform address during a week of high-stakes diplomacy, Zelensky singled out his Russian counterpart, President Vladimir Putin, and said Ukraine has a right to its territorial integrity. He decried Moscow's veto on the U.N. Security Council, which has stymied the strongest global repercussions for Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

On Sept. 25, Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky warned the U.N. of more Russian aggression, as President Vladimir Putin in Moscow talked nuclear options.


Zelensky plans to meet President Joe Biden on Thursday at the White House, where he will present ideas -- billed as a "victory plan" -- for ending the conflict. He also is seeking permission to use long-range U.S. missiles for strikes deep inside Russian territory.
"Recently, I received yet another alarming report from our intelligence. Now, Putin does seem to be planning attacks on our nuclear power plants and infrastructure, aiming to disconnect the plants from the power grid," Zelensky said, speaking from the high rostrum of the main United Nations hall. "Any missile or drone strike or any critical incident in the energy system could lead to a nuclear disaster. A day like that must never come."
He said his country fears its toughest winter yet, as Ukrainian officials privately warn their international allies that many of their citizens could face much of the bitter winter without heat or power.
"Just imagine, please, your country, with 80 percent of its energy system gone. ... What kind of life would that be?" Zelensky said. "If, God forbid, Russia causes a nuclear disaster at one of our nuclear power plants, radiation will not respect state borders."
The Russian Embassy in Washington did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Zelensky sought to drum up support from countries around the world, including less-wealthy nations where Russian propaganda and investment have been especially effective at drawing popular sympathy.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky on Sept. 25 warned of Russian aggression and urged leaders at the U.N. General Assembly to do more to stop the war.


"The world has already been through colonial wars and conspiracies of great powers at the expense of those who are smaller," he said. "Every country, including China, Brazil, European nations, African nations, Middle East, all understand why these must remain in the past. And Ukrainians will never accept, will never accept why anyone in the world believes that such a brutal colonial past, which suits no one today, can be imposed on Ukraine now."
Ukrainian leaders have begun to circulate ideas and elements of their plan to bring the two-plus years of fighting to an end, though they have not yet made public their full strategy, and it remains unclear whether it will be enough to form the basis of negotiations with Russia. Diplomats who have spoken with Ukrainian officials say that one key aspiration is NATO membership, something that Kyiv has been seeking for years.
U.S. officials, though broadly supportive of Ukraine, have been cautious about making major policy shifts as Biden hears from Kyiv and other allies about the desire to hit deeper inside Russia. U.S. policymakers say that given the limited stockpile of long-range missiles, they are not convinced that the benefits outweigh the potential downsides, including Russia escalating inside Ukraine or creating headaches for the White House elsewhere by arming the Houthi militia group in Yemen, for instance, or collaborating on Iran's nuclear program.
"Look, every step along the way since before the Russian invasion, we've tried to make sure that Ukraine had what it needed when it needed it to defend against Russian aggression," Secretary of State Antony Blinken told ABC News earlier Wednesday when asked whether the White House would green-light Kyiv's request to use longer-range missiles against Russian territory. "We've been working to adapt and adjust depending on the battlefield needs ... We'll continue to do that."
Separate from the question of long-range strikes, Ukraine's backers on Wednesday declared that they remained committed to backing Kyiv's economy and its eventual rebuilding and recovery.
"We dispel any false notion that time is on Russia's side or that Russia can prevail by causing Ukraine to fail economically," more than 30 leaders of nations that have signed support agreements with Kyiv said in a joint declaration.
Putin on Wednesday again made a nuclear threat against the West, loosening Russia's nuclear doctrine in a way that experts said would lower the threshold for the Kremlin to use nuclear weapons against Ukraine and adding to the ambiguity around what actions would trigger a nuclear response. Putin declared that if a nuclear power supported any nation's conventional strike on Russia, Moscow would treat it as a joint attack.
Experts have largely dismissed the credibility of Putin's eagerness to use a nuclear weapon, but Russian commentators sought to amplify the warning made at a meeting of the Russian Security Council.
Ukraine is already making extensive use of U.S. weaponry inside Russia after a surprise incursion into the Kursk region in August. But Biden has rigidly opposed the use of long-range ATACMS missiles on Russian soil.
Ukraine's other Western backers have been more supportive of allowing Kyiv to conduct a wider range of action within Russia. But Washington has the deepest stockpiles and the most extensive military intelligence that assists with targeting the strikes.
"I have a lot of sympathy with Zelensky and his government, that they feel that they have to fight with one hand tied behind their back," Norwegian Foreign Minister Espen Barth Eide said in an interview at the United Nations headquarters Wednesday. "According to international law, they are totally entitled to fight back."
"Whether it will change everything. I don't think so," he added, acknowledging "some countries'" concerns about escalation. "But one of the things you achieve is that you will force the most valuable Russian equipment to move further back from the front line, and that's a relative improvement of the situation of Ukraine."
Zelensky is on a days-long tour of the United States in an effort to drum up support for his country ahead of the winter. The Ukrainians also are seeking to build ties on both sides of the political aisle, with mixed success: Zelensky has sought to speak with former president Donald Trump, but no meeting is yet confirmed, and the Republican candidate for president has expressed skepticism of Ukraine's war effort and toward Zelensky personally.
Zelensky is "making little nasty aspersions toward your favorite president," Trump told a rally in North Carolina on Wednesday.
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) on Wednesday wrote a letter to Zelensky demanding that he fire Ukraine's ambassador to the United States, Oksana Markarova, over her role in organizing a visit on Monday to an ammunition factory in Scranton, Pa., where he met the state's Democratic Gov. Josh Shapiro. Johnson said that the visit showed favoritism to Democrats.
The Ukrainian embassy in Washington declined to comment.
Marianne LeVine in Washington contributed to this report.
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Trump says he will 'protect' women. Many don't see it that way. 
While the Republican nominee's pitch has resonated with some women who say it is reassuring, others called it paternalistic or insulting. 
By Marianne LeVine, Hannah Knowles | 2024-09-25

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump speaks Tuesday in Savannah, Ga. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Donald Trump portrays himself as a "protector" of women, who as president will safeguard them from inflation, undocumented immigrants, crime and foreign threats he often speaks about in exaggerated terms. Women will "no longer be thinking about abortion," since states now make their laws unilaterally, he declares, nodding to the end of Roe v. Wade and the constitutional right to the procedure. And while American women are "more stressed and depressed and unhappy," Trump says, "I will fix all of that, women."
The comments are part of a provocative new pitch the Republican presidential nominee is making with fewer than six weeks left until Election Day, as he seeks to narrow what polls show is a considerable deficit among women, who have accounted for more than half of voters in recent elections. Like much of what Trump says, his words have quickly become a polarizing force, interviews show: While the former president's message has resonated with some women who say it is reassuring, others called it paternalistic or insulting and recoiled from his assertion that he helped women by making abortion a state issue.
"I don't want to see a bunch of White guys telling me what I can and can't do," said Darlene Gutman, a 55-year-old former Trump voter who soured on him over abortion rights and who plans to vote for Vice President Kamala Harris. "I'm an educated, intelligent woman -- don't tell me what's best for me," added Gutman, who lives near Charlotte in an area where Trump campaigned Wednesday.
At the same time, other conservative-leaning women more concerned about immigration and crime welcomed Trump's remarks. Rebecca Eisert, 72, one of North Carolina's many unaffiliated voters, said she carries a gun and knows other women who fear for their safety. "We're worried about the state of what's going on -- illegal aliens, drunk drivers. ... The police, their hands are tied," she said.
Internal Republican divisions about appealing to women and talking about abortion have reemerged this week, underscoring the challenges the party faces up and down the ballot headed toward November. After Bernie Moreno, the Republican running against Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio), suggested that "a lot of suburban women" are focused only on abortion, adding "it's a little crazy," and that abortion isn't an issue for women who are over 50, former GOP presidential candidate Nikki Haley publicly rebuked him. "Are you trying to lose the election? Asking for a friend," she posted on X. A spokesperson for Moreno said that he was joking and that women care as much as men about the economy, the border and crime.
In North Carolina, a key battleground where polls show a close presidential race, Republicans fear that gubernatorial nominee Mark Robinson, who has made demeaning comments about women and is embroiled in a scandal about an old account linked to him on a porn site, could further alienate suburban women and drag down the GOP ticket.
"It's an insane message," former Republican congresswoman Barbara Comstock said of Trump's recent assertions. (Comstock represented a suburban Northern Virginia district and plans to vote for Harris.) "Women, first of all, can take care of themselves. They need to be protected from men like him."
Trump lost women by 15 percentage points to Joe Biden in 2020, exit poll data show, and some pre-election surveys this year show a wide gender gap. Many women have expressed concerns about Trump's record and his personal conduct, voicing anger in recent years about the Supreme Court overturning Roe v. Wade, which Trump has taken credit for and which led to strict abortion bans in some states. The former president has also made sexist comments about female political opponents and bragged on tape about groping women. More than a dozen women have accused him of sexual assault or aggressive unwanted advances, and he was held liable for sexual abuse in a civil case. Trump has denied any wrongdoing.
The Republican nominee is seeking to leverage his political advantage on issues such as immigration, as part of his appeal to women voters. Trump is "responding directly to the fears of women that are felt in this country," said Karoline Leavitt, a Trump campaign spokesperson.
"If women want a president who is going to restore law and order and protect their families and bring down inflation, then President Trump is the only option on the ballot," she said.

Supporters of Donald Trump watch the former president participate in a town hall event on Sept. 17 in Flint, Mich., moderated by Arkansas Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Trump has referred to himself as someone who will protect women frequently over the past few days.
At 11:42 p.m. Friday, Trump took to social media blaring in all capital letters that in a second Trump term, women will "NO LONGER BE THINKING ABOUT ABORTION."
"I WILL PROTECT WOMEN AT A LEVEL NEVER SEEN BEFORE. THEY WILL FINALLY BE HEALTHY, HOPEFUL, SAFE, AND SECURE. THEIR LIVES WILL BE HAPPY, BEAUTIFUL, AND GREAT AGAIN," Trump wrote.
Less than 24 hours later, at a rally in Wilmington, N.C., Trump echoed those words. "So, let's talk about our great women, all right? Because women have gone through a lot; they've gone through a lot," he said. At a rally in Indiana, Pa., on Monday, Trump repeatedly called himself women's "protector."
Some attendees at the Pennsylvania rally said they noticed the recent change in Trump's messaging to women. Tim Tobin attended the rally with his wife, Rebecca, and observed that Trump "took a different tack" and was "trying to hit the direct message on that abortion issue" and "articulating that pretty well."
"That's their hardest issue, and a lot of my wife's friends, that is their one single reason" for not supporting Trump, Tobin said.
As for Trump's promise to be a protector for women, he said: "It sounds okay. I know he's trying to win them over, but I don't know," he said. "It might be too schmoozy."
While Trump has said that abortion laws should now be left to the states, he's also offered confusing answers on the issue. Trump said he opposed a ballot initiative in Florida that would make abortion legal until fetal viability, one day after he said the state's six-week abortion ban was too restrictive.
Trump's claims that women will be happier and more confident under him didn't bother Rebecca Tobin. But she said that they might bother some of her friends.
"I don't think it's too masculine for me. Many women, all of my friends, will say, 'What?'" said Tobin, 61. "I don't take it like that because I support him. ... I can see where that's going to be ripped apart tonight in the news like they do everything else."
Gutman, the former Trump supporter from the Charlotte area, backed the Republican in 2016, believing he would help the economy, and said she usually votes Republican. But she voted Democratic in 2020 amid fears about Roe's demise that are now realized. She said she felt that Trump's "protector" language could also rub people the wrong way.
"Because he has always been very degrading towards women, and I think that actually makes him sound very disingenuous," she said.
Pam Baetz, a 63-year-old Republican and Trump voter, said she likes the "protector" message.
"I'm a conservative and I'm a Christian, and I believe that the woman's role is to be protected by a man, and I believe God gave those roles, so that's not derogatory to a woman," she said.
Some men who support Trump said they recognized that Trump needed to improve his standing with women.
"They keep saying he's not getting the suburban female vote, he might not win," said Glenn Collins, 65, who attended Trump's rally in Indiana, Pa. "So I say whatever it's going to take for him to get over the line."
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Troubling signs for the GOP on mail voting
Republican leaders have pushed for their party to embrace early and mail voting, despite Trump's attacks on it. Voters appear to be taking their cues from him.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-09-25

A stack of mail-in ballots await processing at the Clark County Elections Department in November 2022. (David Becker for The Washington Post)


Republicans in 2022 suffered a second straight disappointing election -- and a second straight  drubbing in mail and absentee voting. So some of their leaders began to push harder for the party to embrace these methods.
Then-House Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) compared the GOP's pre-Election Day vote deficit to "starting a race where you're 30 yards behind." Then-Republican National Committee Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel made similar comments. Republicans have since made a concerted effort to convince their voters to vote early.
But it's always been a tougher sell than it should be, what with Donald Trump frequently deriding these same voting methods as being prone to fraud.
Well, the early evidence is in the 2024 election. And Republicans don't appear to be heeding the calls of the party's better mail-voting angels.
As early and mail voting have begun in some states, new polls show Republicans still aren't planning to embrace these methods. In fact, the partisan gaps look a lot like they did in both 2020 and 2022.
A Quinnipiac University poll released Tuesday showed just 14 percent of Republicans planned to vote by mail or absentee ballot, compared with 34 percent of Democrats.
And surveys from NBC News and YouGov this month each showed 17 percent of Republicans planned to vote by mail, compared with 34 percent and 43 percent of Democrats, respectively.
All three polls show at least a 2-to-1 edge for Democrats in intent to vote by mail. Notably, the gaps (between 17 and 26 points) are similar to what we saw in 2020 and 2022 among voters who cast ballots for each party (26 points and 18 points, respectively, according to data from the Pew Research Center).
When you include early voting -- which is more bipartisan -- you see that Democrats appear primed to gain a similar pre-Election Day advantage.
The YouGov poll showed Vice President Kamala Harris winning 57-36 among early and mail voters, while the NBC poll showed her winning them 61-35. In 2020, President Joe Biden won about 6 in 10 votes that weren't cast in person on Election Day.
"Either the margin has to close among [those] voting early, or Republican margins on Election Day have to be bigger" than they currently are, said Republican pollster Bill McInturff, part of the bipartisan team that conducts NBC's polls.
Even as the percentages look similar to 2020 and 2022, it's quite possible Democrats won't bank quite as large an advantage in terms of raw votes. That's because fewer voters overall are apparently planning to use these methods, as we get further from the height of the coronavirus pandemic that led many states to make it easier to vote by mail and many voters to opt not to vote among the crowds on Election Day.
We'll also have to see if these numbers are borne out as we begin to get firm data on who is voting early and requesting absentee ballots in key states. (To keep tabs on that, check out the University of Florida's Election Lab.)
But for now, it doesn't appear that Republicans' efforts have worked. And if you wonder why that is, you might want to check out what Trump said just two days ago.
"Now we have this stupid stuff where you can vote 45 days early," Trump said, adding: "I wonder what the hell happens during that 45?"
Trump then launched into an imagined conversation in which a million votes were moved because someone said an air conditioner had to be fixed.
When you put it like that, is it any wonder Republicans aren't leaping over themselves to bank their votes early?
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Do you believe there are also Democratic fools in Congress? I answered your questions.
This live chat with readers began at 11 a.m. ET on Sept. 26. Read the transcript.
By Dana Milbank | 2024-09-26
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The enduring popularity and hope of 'Jeopardy!'
Why does the show still connect -- and connect with -- so many people?
By Amanda Ripley, Alexandra Petri, Drew Goins | 2024-09-26
"Jeopardy!" has been a wildly popular feature of a shared American culture for 60 years. Why is that? And can it continue to play that role? On the latest episode of "Impromptu," contributing columnist Amanda Ripley spoke with Alexandra Petri, Drew Goins and Ryan Vogt -- Post Opinions staffers who have been contestants on "Jeopardy!" -- about the show's continued relevance in an age of digital atomization, and what it takes to be a champion.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Amanda Ripley: Why have game shows stood the test of time? What is the appeal?
Alexandra Petri: Part of the joy of "Jeopardy!" for me is the illusion that you have when you're watching it: that, were I ever to go on this show, I could do well at it. And that's why I'm sitting there with my family and I'm owning my aunt and -- yeah, someday I can go on TV.
And I love watching game shows because it's having an actual person on TV, as opposed to an actor or a celebrity. It helps you root for the people in a way that you wouldn't if they were, you know, professional "Jeopardy!" players.
Ripley: Do you think "Jeopardy!" will continue to bring us together and be a cultural touchstone for America?
Drew Goins: The element that Petri was talking about, about how participatory the show is -- we younger generations struggle to find places of community, especially digital community. The idea of being able to tune in and play "Jeopardy!" with these people on the screen, with whom we have parasocial relationships, and friends you're texting and your partner who's in the room with you ... that's just doing something fun together in an era of lots of siloing and not much digital fellowship. I think that'll keep it going into future generations.
Ripley: It's funny you say that, because I have noticed when we go to my mother-in-law's house in New Jersey, my teenage son loves sitting in her bedroom. She lies on the bed, he sits in this old yellow chair that's three inches from the TV, which is an old antenna TV. And he watches "Jeopardy!" with her -- and loves it. But it's not something he does when he's home, because he just watches streaming TV. It's something that they do together. So maybe you're right. I hope that you are. That was beautifully put.
Is there anything else anyone wanted to add before we sign off?
Goins: If you ever want to go on "Jeopardy!," study Shakespeare, study opera, study the Bible, study U.S. presidents, and you can't go wrong.
Vogt: Study things you care about. (I assume you care about all of those things, Drew!) Shore up the things that you really don't want to get wrong because they're meaningful to you. I read "Chemistry for Dummies" before my taping in case the word "covalence" came up. And afterward, I was like, why in the world did I do that? Instead, I missed a question about one of my go-to karaoke songs, because I froze up thinking about covalent bonds. So yeah, think about what you care about.
Ripley: That's so interesting: Go deep on the things you care about. And then either way, no matter what happens, it's time well spent, right? It's a metaphor for the American Dream: You can hustle, you can get lucky, but in the end, you should do something that's meaningful to you, because there's just a whole lot of bullcrap on the other side.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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Keeping up with fall jean styles
Edith Pritchett cartoon on fall jean styles. 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-09-26

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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Biden's record speaks for itself
On crime, the economy and immigration, Republicans have little to complain about.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-09-26

President Joe Biden delivers remarks in New York on Tuesday. (Bryan Bedder/Getty Images/Bloomberg Philanthropies) 


During his campaign, former president Donald Trump has been largely reduced to empty attacks against the Biden-Harris record ("worst economy ever!") and fearmongering. That's because, on the merits, President Joe Biden's four-year term compares favorably with any four- or eight-year presidency over the past few decades. Obsessed with polling and how the perception of the economy impacts the 2024 race, the media has often covered Biden's presidency in ways that are unduly and irrationally negative. Those interested in substance, however, should recognize that Biden has presided over not only legislative victories (e.g., the American Rescue Plan, the bipartisan infrastructure deal, the Chips and Science Act, the Inflation Reduction Act), but also positive results on a whole array of issues.
This week, the FBI released further evidence of the noteworthy drop in crime during Biden's tenure. "Violent crime in the U.S. dropped in 2023, according to FBI statistics that show a continued trend downward after a coronavirus pandemic-era crime spike," the Associated Press reported. "Overall violent crime declined an estimated 3% in 2023 from the year before, according to the FBI report Monday. Murders and nonnegligent manslaughter dropped nearly 12%." The drop was particularly significant in municipal areas of 1 million or more people. We are approaching pre-pandemic levels, after a surge during the Trump presidency.
In a statement following the release of the FBI data, Biden announced: "In 2023, according to the data, our nation saw the largest ever one-year decrease in the homicide rate, which is now 16% below its level in 2020. Violent crime also declined again and is at a near 50-year low." Biden's assertion that we are near a 50-year low turns out to be true.
Likewise, with the Federal Reserve's recent rate cut signaling that inflation has largely been tamed, Biden can accurately boast that the United States economy leads the world. "Inflation has come back down close to its level just before the pandemic, while we have maintained the lowest average unemployment of any administration in over 50 years, and real GDP has grown by 2.9 percent per year on average. December 2020 was the last month in which U.S. employment declined; since then, employment has expanded for 43 months in a row," National Economic Adviser Lael Brainard observed during a speech in New York last week. "Consumers have remained resilient, small business creation has reached record highs, and incomes have risen by more than prices for median American households."
During the Biden administration, nearly 16 million new jobs have been created, including almost 800,000 manufacturing jobs. Nineteen million new business applications have been filed. Energy production from all sources is at a new high.
Consider how the Inflation Reduction Act has transformed the economy. The act invested "close to $370 billion to combat climate change," which in turn spurred "more than $100 billion in private investment and roughly 100,000 new jobs created in clean energy manufacturing," PBS NewsHour recently reported. "Together, the [Inflation Reduction Act] and its companion bill, the Chips Act, offer more than $400 billion in funds focused on jump starting manufacturing industry, reducing emissions and providing cleaner electricity to the economy."
The bottom line, according to Jack Conness, an analyst at Energy Innovation Policy and Technology: "All this has led to the U.S. taking a leadership role at a global scale when it comes to a clean energy future." Biden's choice in enlisting the private sector paid off handsomely:
On the health-care front, Biden announced this month that "nearly 50 million people have had coverage in the Affordable Care Act Marketplace over the past decade." With 1 in 7 Americans covered by the ACA, it was able to reduce costs "by an average of $800 per year for millions of Americans." Combined with the drug prescription controls in place for Medicare -- which might benefit millions of people with employer-sponsored insurance who use one of the first 10 drugs identified for Medicare price negotiations -- many Americans will see their health-care costs go down.
Finally, the border remains an ongoing problem for both parties. After Republicans nixed a tough border security bill, however, Biden acted unilaterally to surge resources to the region, speeding up the screening process and denying asylum to those who cross illegally. "In July, the number of migrants illegally crossing the southern border between official entry points plummeted to 56,400, the lowest level in nearly 4 years, according to federal statistics," CBS News reported last month. "Newly-released government figures show Mr. Biden's asylum crackdown, the most restrictive by a Democratic president, has ushered in a seismic shift in how migrants are processed at the U.S.-Mexico border." Specifically, "In July, Border Patrol released 12,000 migrants with notices to appear in immigration court, down from 28,000 in June and 62,000 in May, before Mr. Biden's asylum changes, according to Customs and Border Protection data." Border crossings ticked up slightly higher in August, but remain well below the 2023 spike.
No president achieves all he wants. No president leaves a problem-free country. However, considering the gigantic challenges (e.g., covid-19, a recession, Jan. 6) that Biden faced when he took office, the narrow majorities he had for two years and the unhinged House he endured for the next two, a fair assessment of his domestic record over four years would give him high marks. No wonder Trump has been left sputtering.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/09/26/biden-record-republicans-improvements/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The new 'Matlock' is for old people. That's why Gen X loves it.
Grandpa Simpson was right.
By Will Leitch | 2024-09-26

Andy Griffith, left, and Kathy Bates. (Photos by Doug Pizac/AP; Brooke Palmer/CBS) 


Will Leitch is the author of the novels "How Lucky" and "The Time Has Come," a contributing editor at New York magazine and founder of the former sports website Deadspin. He also writes a free weekly newsletter.
My grandmother loved "Matlock." I know it's a cliche that my grandmother loved "Matlock," but my grandmother didn't know it was a cliche, and it wouldn't have mattered if she did: She just loved "Matlock." One of the best parts of getting older is not caring about that stuff anymore. You just get to love what you love.
The first-ever "Matlock" joke on "The Simpsons" aired during Season 4, Episode 20, titled "Whacking Day." (It's the one with Barry White.) In this episode, Grandpa Simpson mentions that the only television show he watches is "Matlock." This would lead to many, many jokes on "The Simpsons" about the Andy Griffith-starring lawyer procedural, including one the next season in which Ben Matlock himself visits a retirement home and is greeted with such Beatlemania-esque fervor that a mob of screaming seniors, desperate to touch the hem of his cloth, tears out chunks of his hair before he is carted away in an ambulance.
Old people, "The Simpsons" never failed to remind us, love "Matlock." It's a good joke. It's also one that's nearly old enough to watch "Matlock" itself: After all, that Barry White episode aired more than 30 years ago.
What is old must become new, and then old again, which is why it was perhaps inevitable that we have come full circle to a "Matlock"-aissance. Kathy Bates is starring in a CBS reboot of the original series (which aired, rather shockingly, for a full nine seasons from 1986 to 1995, notching a total of 181 episodes; that's about 60 more episodes than "Curb Your Enthusiasm"). The new version debuted last week to staggeringly high ratings. The Oscar-winning Bates has said it will be her final role, largely because she loves the part and the series so much, which is a remarkable thing to say about a reboot of a show that has been a joke so long the joke can legally run for the House of Representatives. Heck: Matlock wasn't even Griffith's last role.
Bates is right, though: It is a good show, including a surprisingly effective twist at the end of the first episode that opens the show up into something more interesting, and ambitious, than the original would have ever considered. It is nevertheless still disorienting to see such obvious cultural warmth in the air for "Matlock," which was so relaxed and cozy and harmless it even found a recurring role for Don Knotts.
But perhaps it shouldn't be. After all, the generation of people that most openly mocked "Matlock" -- mainly, Generation Xers like myself -- have gotten kinda old ourselves. It turns out that all that irony and satire has started to fade away over the years, particularly as we (slowly?) approach the age our grandparents were when they were watching the show back in the '90s.
It's closer than you think, Gen-Xers. Last year, a friend from college sent me a great interview with the quintessential Gen-X writer Chuck Klosterman about how to consume music in a digital age, and it wasn't until I had finished reading the article that I realized the site the interview ran on, which was targeted exclusively to Gen-Xers, was hosted and funded by AARP, a group a lot less in denial about my age than I am, apparently.
Is it any wonder comfort television has become more appealing? My 75-year-old father has been retired for 10 years and now happily spends big chunks of his day watching old episodes of "Columbo." Every time I visit him, I sit down in the La-Z-Boy next to him get sucked right in myself. Sometimes I even take a nap.
The culture has caught up to "Matlock" -- or maybe it has receded back to where it always was. In an age of seemingly endless entertainment choices, not to mention a real world that's increasingly terrifying (and thus makes us very eager to find ways to escape from it), a show about gentle old people living in a world that's mostly comforting and conflict-free has undeniable appeal. Life's scary, you know? It's nice to go to a place where people aren't yelling at you and the stakes aren't particularly high, a show you can watch out of the corner of your eye while folding laundry or playing on your phone. Who needs antihero protagonists in our entertainment? Life has enough of those already.
When "Matlock" originally aired, we mocked it for being so elderly, so calm. But who doesn't want calm wherever they can find it now? Maybe the Matlock-aissance doesn't have anything to do with age anyway. After all, most of my son's middle school friends have watched the entire run of "Friends." I wonder if they see it the way we saw "Matlock" -- a show by, for and about the geezers in their lives. And what does it matter if it brings them joy, or at least a little quiet? It seems sort of silly to have made fun of "Matlock" so much, all those years ago. It turns out tapioca tastes pretty good.
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A ground war against Hezbollah would be another quagmire for Israel
The clash along Lebanon's southern border keeps escalating, and neither side appears to have an exit strategy.
By Max Boot | 2024-09-26

Workers hang an Israeli flag from a building damaged in a Hezbollah missile strike on the city of Kiryat Bialik in northern Israel on Sunday. (Abir Sultan/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) 


If you want to see how nations can stumble into wars without end, the ongoing (and rapidly escalating) conflict between Israel and Hezbollah provides a textbook example.
Ever since Hamas's brutal Oct. 7 attack on Israel, Hezbollah, the Iranian-backed terrorist organization based in Lebanon, has been showing support for its partners in the "axis of resistance" with relentless rocket and drone fire into northern Israel. About 60,000 Israelis were forced to evacuate their homes and still have not been able to come back, even with a new school year beginning. One particularly gruesome Hezbollah rocket attack killed 12 children in the Golan Heights.
Yet neither Hezbollah nor Israel was eager for full-fledged war: Israel wanted to concentrate on fighting Hamas, while Hezbollah was afraid of the mauling it would receive from the powerful Israel Defense Forces. There have been exchanges of fire across Israel's northern border for nearly a year, but both sides appeared content to keep the hostilities relatively restrained.
That restraint began to slip last week when Israel unleashed a sophisticated covert operation, triggering thousands of Hezbollah pagers and walkie-talkies secretly packed with explosives. A Hezbollah official told Reuters that 1,500 of its fighters were put out of commission with varying injuries. It isn't clear why Israel triggered the long-prepared attack when it did. The Israeli press reported that the most likely reason was fear that Hezbollah was about to uncover the operation, putting Israel in a "use it or lose it" dilemma.
Having triggered the covert attack, Israel then followed up with airstrikes that killed Ibrahim Aqil, the commander of Hezbollah's special operations unit, the Radwan Force; Ibrahim Qubaisi, the commander of Hezbollah's rocket forces; and other senior Hezbollah leaders. This week, the IDF expanded its bombing campaign to target not only Hezbollah commanders in southern Beirut but also Hezbollah missile installations in southern Lebanon. Israel claims to have struck more than 1,500 targets, while the Lebanese health ministry reports that nearly 600 people have been killed and more than 1,800 injured since Monday. (The ministry does not distinguish between combatants and noncombatants.)
There is no doubt that the IDF has inflicted substantial damage on Hezbollah, but there's also little evidence that it will be enough to stop Hezbollah's attacks on northern Israel. The Institute for the Study of War, a Washington-based think tank, wrote that "Lebanese Hezbollah will probably continue to conduct rocket attacks into northern Israel despite the ongoing Israeli air campaign." Indeed, Hezbollah fired a ballistic missile toward Tel Aviv on Wednesday. It was intercepted, but Israeli air defense would have trouble coping if Hezbollah were to unleash its full arsenal, estimated at 150,000 to 200,000 rockets and missiles.
From Israel's perspective, the best-case scenario would be if its air campaign persuaded Hezbollah to declare a cease-fire, thereby allowing residents of northern Israel to return to their homes. But air campaigns alone have seldom, if ever, achieved any nation's military objectives. It normally takes ground action to decisively defeat a foe.
On Wednesday, Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi, the IDF's chief of staff, signaled that a ground incursion could be imminent. Remarkably, most Israelis now support a ground incursion into Lebanon, if necessary, despite knowing how badly such offensives have gone in the past.
In 1982, responding to Palestine Liberation Organization terrorist attacks originating in southern Lebanon, Israel mounted a major invasion that brought IDF forces to the edge of Beirut. But Israeli hopes of installing a friendly, Christian-dominated regime in Lebanon were soon dashed. The Israeli invasion led, instead, to the birth of Hezbollah, one of the world's deadliest terrorist groups. Israeli forces -- along with U.S. and French peacekeepers -- became targets for Hezbollah's suicide bombers and guerrillas. Indeed, suicide bombing was a tactic that Hezbollah pioneered and that was later adopted by al-Qaeda and other organizations. The IDF spent roughly two decades occupying a security zone in southern Lebanon before finally giving up and retreating to Israel in 2000.
Six years later, a cross-border Hezbollah attack drew the IDF back into Lebanon. The Second Lebanon War lasted 34 days, cost Israel 119 soldiers and 43 civilians (roughly 1,200 Lebanese were killed), and resulted in a stalemate. Highly motivated Hezbollah fighters proved surprisingly adept at ambushing Israeli tanks and infantry in the villages of southern Lebanon. An Israeli commission of inquiry subsequently blasted the Ehud Olmert government and the IDF for serious failures of "judgment, responsibility and prudence."
The IDF would likely find Hezbollah to be an even more formidable adversary today than in 2006. Hezbollah has an estimated 40,000 to 50,000 fighters, many with extensive combat experience from Syria, where Hezbollah has fought on behalf of the odious Assad regime. Hezbollah is now armed with drones and Almas antitank guided missiles, which were most likely reverse engineered by Iran from an Israeli missile that was captured in 2006.
Hezbollah is far more powerful than Hamas, and, unlike Hamas, it cannot easily be isolated from outside support. Lebanon has a long border with Syria, a long coastline and a major international airport, all of which Iran can use to resupply Hezbollah. And, like Hamas, Hezbollah has built an extensive tunnel network that will prove exceedingly difficult for the IDF to map or destroy. Hezbollah's missiles are hidden underneath civilian homes. Any attempt to root them out will inevitably lead to civilian casualties and add to the international outcry against Israel.
Hezbollah, admittedly, will have difficulty exercising command and control of its forces after the Israeli attack on its pagers and walkie-talkies, but it has built a dedicated landline telephone network for such a contingency, and its fighters are trained in autonomous, small-unit operations. As they showed in 2006, Hezbollah guerrillas, unlike conventional Arab armies, can take initiative and maneuver without orders from above. And, while Israel can eliminate senior Hezbollah commanders, they can always be replaced.
If Israel does attack on the ground, it could easily become trapped in another quagmire. But if it doesn't, it may not be able to stop the intolerable attacks on its north. It isn't clear that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has a strategy to address this vexing strategic dilemma.
But then it's not clear that Hasan Nasrallah, the leader of Hezbollah, has a strategy either. In his desire to show support for Hamas, he is doing grave damage to his own organization and to Lebanese society more broadly. Most Lebanese have no desire to be dragged into a war Hezbollah initiated (in one recent poll, only 3 in 10 respondents expressed quite a lot or a great deal of trust in the organization), but they have no choice in the matter. The two enemies are sleepwalking toward disaster.
An off-ramp may still be possible if Netanyahu presses for a cease-fire in Gaza, as IDF commanders have urged, which would allow Hezbollah a face-saving climbdown of its own. But Netanyahu shows no desire to end the war in Gaza anytime soon. Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar, for his part, also shows no urgency when it comes to ending this devastating conflict.
In the meantime, Netanyahu is benefiting politically from the escalating war against Hezbollah, which is popular with the Israeli public. But as many nations including Israel have learned to their dismay, wars are easy to start and hard to finish. And if military operations turn into quagmires, their popularity soon dissipates. Israel now faces the prospect of not just one quagmire but two -- in both Gaza and Lebanon. The likelihood is that, eventually, the prewar status quo will be restored along the Israel-Lebanon border -- but only at great cost in human suffering on all sides.
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Donald Trump is not Hulk Hogan
The rowdy, stone-cold case for which pro wrestler most resembles the GOP presidential nominee.
By David Shields, Sean Gorman | 2024-09-26

Supporters of Donald Trump hold a banner likening the former president to wrestling star Hulk Hogan during a campaign rally in Allentown, Pa., on Oct. 26, 2020. (Chris Szagola/AP)


David Shields is the author of, most recently, "How We Got Here: Melville Plus Nietzsche Divided by the Square Root of (Allan) Bloom Times Zizek (Squared) Equals Bannon" and the forthcoming "A Christian Existentialist and a Psychoanalytic Atheist Walk Into a Trump Rally." Sean Gorman is the villainous "Manager of Champions" in New England Championship Wrestling and the author of the wrestling memoir "Until We're Strangers Again."
This conversation is adapted from a longer version published in McSweeney's.
David Shields: Whom from WWE does Donald Trump most resemble?
Sean Gorman: I've asked my buddies in wrestling this question, and all of them, across the board, say "Stone Cold" Steve Austin.
Shields: How so? He's not a heel -- he's sort of a switch.
Gorman: It might seem crazy, given that Austin is an aggressive, beer-drinking redneck from Texas and a hero of the working class, and Trump is, well, Trump. However, if you understand wrestling, or are actually in the wrestling business, then you understand it perfectly. It's not necessarily about the surface-level traits of these two characters, but rather what they represent and who they are to both their respective audiences and archrivals.
The most successful pro wrestling storyline of all time is arguably Steve Austin vs. Vince McMahon. Again, we're back to the blurring of reality and fantasy here, because, like I said, Austin really is that redneck from Texas, and McMahon really is a greedy billionaire who wielded immense power. On the surface, it might seem like McMahon is Trump in this scenario, but in practice it's actually the other way around.
Of course, Trump was a rich kid from New York who grew up with a silver spoon in his mouth. But much like Teddy Roosevelt, he was the rich New Yorker who was able to connect with the working class and whom the working class adored. To the working class, Trump is a brash, no-nonsense tough guy just like Austin. This was Austin's entire persona -- the living embodiment of "Take this job and shove it."
Meanwhile, McMahon corresponds to the wealthy, corporate elites in Washington. McMahon is the "deep state" or the bureaucracy. McMahon is the one who shipped working-class jobs overseas and will use any means necessary, such as lawfare, to hold his opponent back and keep him down. As a matter of fact, several times on "Monday Night Raw," McMahon had Austin arrested to knock him out of competition. Sound familiar? As the lyrics in McMahon's evil entrance music go: "You're up against a machine too strong/ Greedy politicians buying souls from us are puppets/ Who all find their place in line/ But tie a string around your finger now, boy, because it's just a matter of time/ Because you've got ... NO CHANCE, NO CHANCE IN HELL."
So, in that way, "Stone Cold" vs. McMahon is Trump vs. Washington. Sure, Trump may not be "the little guy," just like "Stone Cold" wasn't necessarily the little guy, but the two of them are fighting for the little guy against powerful people and overwhelming odds. You can almost hear Hillary Clinton saying, "Donald Trump, you're up against a machine too strong, and you've got NO CHANCE IN HELL."
Every now and again, a wrestler who starts off as a heel gradually becomes a babyface, even though their character doesn't change. Austin in the '90s and Roddy Piper in the '80s are prime examples. Originally, Austin and Piper were both put in storylines as heels, but they were so tough, dogged and charismatic that the fans eventually started cheering for them. So, based on the organic crowd reactions, the writers eventually just went with the flow and started booking them in storylines as babyfaces. Austin and Piper were classic antiheroes: the Western gunslingers who played by their own rules and came into town as dirty outlaws but eventually started fighting the corrupt sheriff, which endeared them to the people. In the eyes of many, this is Trump.
Shields: So Trump is a mix of babyface and heel, and he pivots from moment to moment? How does this work? Maybe he's a "tweener," not a switch.
Gorman: Honestly, I kind of hate the term "tweener," because it's used by internet wrestling fans who think they know something about the business but really don't. In the locker room, you'll get the stink eye if you use that term, because wrestling functions as a lucrative business only when there's a clear distinction between the babyface and the heel, when the audience is 100 percent behind one guy and 100 percent against the other. However, when a wrestler is in that gray area between babyface and heel, or vice versa, there's really no other way to describe it. There's always a brief window where half the crowd love the guy and half the crowd hate the guy before they finally choose which way to go.
That being said, Trump remains in a constant tweener state simply because the country is now so polarized. This is why I use the analogy of Bret Hart being a heel in the United States and a babyface in Canada. This sort of regional split is extremely rare in wrestling but, sadly, is now the chess board we're all living on here in the states. Go to California, and Trump is a heel. Go to West Virginia, and Trump is a babyface. Go to Ohio, and Trump is a tweener. Take the United States as a whole, and Trump is a tweener.
Yet Trump remains the same wherever he goes. Like Austin and Piper, he didn't change for the people -- the people changed for him. I am reminded of the Iowa State Fair, where presidential candidates always go for photo ops to win support. In the past, you would see people such as Bernie Sanders and Mitt Romney don flannel shirts and cowboy hats to "connect with the common folk," but Trump never did that. Instead, he showed up at the fair in the same suit, with the same long red necktie and the same Queens accent. In the eyes of the people, there was an authenticity to him that they'd never seen before in a politician. "You can love me or hate me, but I am who I am." This is exactly what Piper did in the '80s and what "Stone Cold" did in the '90s.
Shields: Tell me more about Roddy Piper.
Gorman: In the early 1980s, Piper was unquestionably the most hated heel in wrestling, if not the country. He sucker-punched Mr. T live on MTV and kicked Cyndi Lauper in the head. Piper also remained in a constant state of kayfabe no matter where he was or what he was doing. He never broke character, even in the parking lots of the arenas, where he was once stabbed by a crazed fan.
Yet by 1987, the people had started cheering for Piper. This happened gradually and was likely due to the fact that he had a contractual dispute with McMahon that resulted in his departure from the company for about a year. Absence makes the heart grow fonder, even if the people didn't like you to begin with. Fans missed hating Piper, and when he returned, that longing for hatred eventually turned into love. Is this what has happened with Trump after four years of Joe Biden?
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Who is winning in Ukraine? These maps tell the real story.
The next U.S. president will need to address a near stalemate in the ongoing war.
By William Brooks, Michael O'Hanlon | 2024-09-26
William Brooks is a student at Pitzer College. Michael O'Hanlon is the Philip H. Knight chair in defense and strategy at the Brookings Institution.
As the third fighting season of the war in Ukraine enters its final weeks before first mud, then snow and ice slow things down, it is clear that the combat, though not quite a stalemate, is doing little to change the situation on the ground. The warfare on both sides is now a tough, slow slog. And any place where defenses are properly prepared, manned and armed, breakthroughs are rare. Drones, cellphones and satellites reinforce the defender's advantage.
Making use of the excellent maps developed by the Institute for the Study of War and the American Enterprise Institute, we have documented the territory trends in Ukraine.
For each month, we have calculated the area of the land held by Russia (excluding what had already been seized starting in 2014 in Crimea and Donbas), adding areas where Russia was attempting offensives and subtracting areas where Ukraine was attempting its own counteroffensives. (Our method is not perfectly precise, because not all offensives or counteroffensives seize land, but it tends to correctly average out over time.)
When the invasion began, Russia tried to storm Kyiv while also moving into Ukraine across multiple sectors in the north and east. Failing to seize the capital and losing lots of equipment, soldiers and even generals, Russia fell back (or was driven back) to a more modest strategy of taking as much of Ukraine's four eastern and southeastern provinces as it could. (Russian President Vladimir Putin then claimed to annex all of those provinces -- Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia and Kherson -- even though Russia has never held all parts of all four.)
In late 2022, after Ukraine received missiles and other weapons from the West, it took back Kharkiv and Kherson. The rain and mud of that winter stymied further Ukrainian advances.
In 2023, Ukraine's attempts at more geographically comprehensive counteroffensives generally failed on the battlefield. Meanwhile, Russia's missile and drone attacks undermined Ukraine's ability to provide electricity and heating -- though Ukraine did firm up its control of shipping corridors through western parts of the Black Sea.
In the early months of the fighting season this year, as U.S. aid to Ukraine was delayed, Russia had some success. By late spring and early summer, though, Ukraine firmed up its defensive line. But by then attacking the neighboring Kursk region of Russia, Ukraine gave up troops it needed in the east, so recent weeks have been a period of more or less checkmate, with each side's advances counterbalancing the other's. If anything, as fall begins, Russia has some slight momentum with its ongoing offensives in Ukraine's east.
The bottom line is this: Since late 2022, Russia has held roughly 24,000 to 26,000 square miles, or about twice the area of Maryland -- in addition to the nearly 20,000 square miles it had already stolen in Crimea and the east starting in 2014. During all of 2023 and 2024, only about 1 percent of Ukraine's territory has shifted hands. And for all the brilliance of its push into Russia this past summer, Ukraine holds only about 500 square miles of Russian territory.
The United States should never abandon Ukraine or deprive it of defensive weaponry. Indeed, Ukraine needs more arms now to protect its cities. But the next U.S. president will need to grapple with the reality that neither side in the war has much chance of taking -- or taking back -- territory on the current course. This might not quite be a stalemate, but it is pretty close.
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In the rural West, we have different ideas about what's 'essential' for dogs
Games. Being outside. Not a Gucci dog carrier.
By Maddy Butcher | 2024-09-26
Maddy Butcher is the author of "Horse Head: Brain Science & Other Insights" and director of the Best Horse Practices Summit.
MONTEZUMA COUNTY, Colo. -- Tina is smart and, sometimes, I'd swear she can read my mind. Monty is the sensitive one; when we make eye contact, he seems to ask, "What's up?" and comes over for a consultation.
They're my dogs, part of the American canine population that is expected to top 100 million by 2030. Like a lot of people who live in remote settings, I spend more time with my dogs than with other human beings. And I freely admit to joining the national trend, observed by The Post a couple of years ago, of Americans noticeably increasing spending on pets.
But, sorry, Dogue -- Vogue magazine's canine counterpart -- this doesn't mean I'm buying a Gucci carrier ($3,650) or a treat-tossing camera ($197). As for the $85 engraved "tag d'identite" -- dog tag -- from Pagerie, the self-described "ultra-luxury fashion house for pets," the editors might deem it "essential," but I don't.
I might be a typical American when it comes to dog-ownership demographics, yet I find myself in the apparently shrinking minority of people who consider coddling and fancy accoutrements antithetical to good dog ownership. Worthwhile "investment" in a dog involves time and energy but not much money. Use dogs for what they were bred to do, if you can, and treat them like, well, dogs.
Gregg Dubit also doesn't buy much unnecessary stuff for his dogs or otherwise treat them like offspring. He tells me that of his 28 Alaskan huskies, only one or two get to come in the house. Dubit runs the Durango Dog Ranch, a sled dog business, with his wife, Gretchen. He's familiar with the concerns of animal-welfare groups such as People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, which has targeted sled dog operations. As with any industry, unethical owners should be investigated, he says, but "the real battle" that PETA "should be fighting is for dogs that are locked in houses and apartments for hours alone."
I concur. Towns, cities and nonprofit animal welfare organizations have done a good job of establishing dog shelters and supporting adoption. But how many dogs are saved from euthanasia, starvation, neglect, abuse or exposure only to die of boredom and obesity?
Cindi Hayden trains border collies on her 60-acre farm in New Hampshire. Dogs, she says, are communicating constantly with us. But a lot of us aren't good listeners. "People don't know the inside because they can't read the outside," she says.
Working border collies tend to pay attention to everything, all the time, says neuroscientist Erin Hecht, who runs the Canine Brains Project at Harvard University. She researches how selective breeding has created different behaviors and different brain organization. For instance, stock dogs, also known as working dogs, tend to have larger brain regions associated with drive, reward and vision.
Like Hayden, Hecht worries that people can be unaware of what's going on with their dogs. "We need to realize that situations that feel good for humans might not feel good to dogs. We should avoid making them into fluffy people," Hecht says. On social media, she sees posts by dog owners of "smiling" dogs: mouths open, eyes wide. "They're not smiling," she says, "they're stressed."
Hecht's colleague Sophie Barton says evolutionary biology can help explain the challenges for dogs in today's culture. "There are often evolutionary mismatches between the purpose-driven traits their ancestors were bred for and the environment in which we expect them to live," Barton says. "Dogs never evolved in an evolutionary environment where they were treated like people, specifically children, except for maybe now in recent years."
Anthropomorphizing is fun, but it isn't a good idea. Dogs like to smell stinky stuff (manure, dead animals), eat stinky stuff and roll in stinky stuff. Most would generally rather be outside than in. I've seen them reject pricey dog beds and seem perturbed by leather collars with brass monogramming, but never have I seen dogs turn down a walk or a play session.
Tina and Monty usually log three to 10 miles a day. Sometimes, they go 20 miles or more. They work cows in the San Juan National Forest and on gravel roads and dryland pasture. They seem to get really excited -- wagging tails, yipping, circling, keenly paying attention -- when I hook up the horse trailer. Loading horses usually means moving cows. Alternatively, they seem bothered and restless on our down days. Part of the reason I run is to bring them along and satisfy their need for activity.
As Barton mentioned, most breeding has been purpose-driven, and I believe dogs tend to be healthier and happier when their lives have a point. Pretend jobs are fine! Agility and obedience drills and fetch sessions can nurture partnership, discipline, confidence and stress release. It can be harder in cities to make time and find room for those pretend jobs, but plenty of dog owners make it happen.
Here in Montezuma County, stock dogs like mine make up about half of the canine population. Stephanie Stuckman, an assistant at Mancos Valley Veterinary Hospital, tells me that they are purebreds or mixes of heelers (also known as Australian Cattle Dogs), Aussies (Australian Shepherds) and border collies. Only a fraction of them work livestock, she says, but most are active, owned by people who walk, hike and bike with them.
Still, even here, canine obesity and antisocial behavior can be problematic. Clients sometimes call the clinic, Stuckman says, asking for drugs or something they can buy to calm down dogs that are left alone in a house and chronically agitated. Stuckman says she tries to remind the owners that what their dogs really need is to walk and run. To smell stinky stuff. And then to walk and run some more.
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Harris has yet to replicate the Biden coalition as Election Day nears
With about six weeks until the election, Kamala Harris hasn't matched Joe Biden's coalition.
By Ruy Teixeira | 2024-09-26

President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris on Sept. 14 in D.C. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


Since Kamala Harris replaced Joe Biden as the Democrats' presidential nominee, the Democrats' fortunes have improved substantially. What had looked like a losing race against Donald Trump has turned into more of a toss-up with Harris frequently ahead in the national polls. This reversal of momentum has inspired comparisons of Harris's emerging coalition to the one galvanized by Barack Obama, given her packed rallies, the sky-high enthusiasm of Democrats and, of course, the historic nature of her candidacy.
But a careful look at the available data strongly indicates that Harris's coalition looks very different from Obama's and is still struggling to match the contours of Biden's 2020 coalition.
This pattern is clear when you break down the Harris coalition by key demographics and compare her support with that of earlier Democrats. To do this, I used the Catalist data for the 2012-2020 presidential elections and New York Times-Siena College data on likely voters for this cycle. A cautionary note: We don't know at this point who exactly will vote this November. Turnout will surely differ in some ways from four years ago. But using the current data on likely voters is the best way to see how the Harris coalition is evolving and how it differs from 2020 and earlier Democratic coalitions.
White college graduates: Biden was running strongly among White college grads until shortly before he dropped out. In the June Times-Siena poll, Biden had a seven-point lead over Trump among these voters. In their new September poll, Harris's lead has spiked to 25 points. This is 16 points better than Biden's nine-point lead among White college voters in the 2020 election. If this pattern held through the November election, it would be a continuation of trends in the Democratic coalition since 2012: Obama actually lost these voters by eight points in 2012, and Hillary Clinton carried them by a point in 2016. Harris seems likely to benefit from a continuation of that trend.
White working-class voters: In the June Times-Siena poll, Biden was losing White working-class voters by 32 points; in the new September poll, Harris is losing this group by slightly more, 36 points, worse than Biden's 26-point loss among these voters in 2020. Although other polls have Harris doing somewhat better than the Times-Siena poll indicates among this demographic, the overall pattern suggests the Harris coalition has less White working-class support than Biden's, renewing the general Democratic slippage among these voters in recent years. The Times-Siena data also indicate that the Harris coalition includes less non-White working-class support than Biden's did in 2020.
Black voters: In the June Times-Siena poll, Biden was carrying Black voters by only 39 points over Trump. But in the first Times-Siena poll after Biden dropped out and Harris was the presumptive nominee, her margin increased to 53 points and in their latest September poll the margin for Harris among Black people was 64 points. That's a lot of progress. However, Biden's margin in 2020 among these voters was 81 points. With six weeks until the election, Harris will need to work hard to match Clinton's 86-point lead over Trump among Black voters in 2016 or Obama's 93-point margin in 2012.
Hispanic voters: Latino voters, on the other hand, do not appear to have improved much for the Democrats since Harris got into the race. In the June Times-Siena poll, Biden was ahead of Trump by 14 points among Hispanics, which is actually a bit more than Harris's lead among these voters (12 points) in September. This level of support for Harris is 11 points less than Biden's 23-point Hispanic margin in 2020, which in turn was 16 points less than Clinton's in 2016.
Young voters: Biden showed persistent weakness among young (18- to 29-year-old) voters before he dropped out. The Democratic margin among these voters averaged around nine points in pre-dropout Times-Siena polls, which has improved to an average of 17 points since Harris entered the race. However, that 17-point lead is still significantly less than Democrats have attained among these voters in the past three presidential elections when their advantage was a rock-steady 23 points in 2012, 22 points in 2016 and 23 points in 2020.
Seniors: Before Biden left the race, he enjoyed a small, three-point margin among voters 65 and over. Since Harris entered the race, however, Democratic performance among senior voters has deteriorated. The September poll has Harris running seven points behind among this group. That would be in line with recent Democratic performance: Obama lost these voters by six points in 2012 and Clinton lost them by eight points in 2016.
Women, men and the gender gap: Democrats of late tend to do much better among women than among men. This election is no exception. Before Biden dropped out, he was doing 17 points better among women than men (plus 5 among women, minus 12 among men compared with Trump in the June Times-Siena poll). Since then, the gender gap has widened substantially. In the September poll, the gap was 26 points -- a 12-point advantage for Harris among women and a 14-point deficit among men.
If Harris's lead among women is now similar to Biden's lead in 2020 (13 points), her deficit among men is significantly worse than Biden's in 2020 (minus six points among male voters). Other data see Harris's deficit among men as less dramatic than the Times-Siena poll but are still consistent with a deterioration in male support relative to Biden in 2020. It therefore appears that the widening of the gender gap relative to 2020 might not be a favorable development for the Harris coalition, as it is mostly based on a decline in male support rather than an increase in overall female support. The latter is despite sharply increasing liberalism among the youngest women voters.
While Harris has improved on Biden's margins among some demographics, the data suggest she is not yet replicating the coalition that won the White House for Democrats in 2020. She might  improve her showing among some groups by Election Day -- Black and younger voters are two possibilities -- but for now, she is underperforming her party's historical patterns with non-White and working-class and younger voters.
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Democrats hope to win a House majority on Harris's California coattails
Republicans would have blown them out in down-ballot races had Joe Biden limped to Election Day.
By James Hohmann | 2024-09-25

State Sen. Dave Min (D) debates a bill in Sacramento. (Rich Pedroncelli/AP)


LAGUNA WOODS, Calif. -- Dave Min, a Democrat running in one of the tightest House races in the country, campaigned over the weekend at a retirement community. "I want to give a shoutout to my favorite senior right now," he said. "Joe Biden!"
The state senator gushed about an octogenarian who lived 2,700 miles away because, had the president not stepped aside, Republicans probably would have won this seat. Biden carried what's now California's 47th District by 11 points in 2020. Internal polling after the disastrous June 27 debate showed him trailing narrowly and dragging down Min.
The dynamics reversed when Vice President Kamala Harris, a favorite daughter of California, became the first Democratic presidential nominee from the West. "We keep thinking the Kamala lovefest is going to end, but so far it hasn't," Min said in an interview. "A rising tide lifts all boats. If they vote for Kamala, they're likely to vote for me."
Republicans will likely flip the Senate, as they're favored to pick up seats in West Virginia and Montana. That makes the toss-ups that will determine control of Congress the most consequential non-presidential contests. Republicans hold an eight-seat  House majority. The Cook Political Report rates 10  California seats as competitive, more than in any other state.
The question hanging over these races: Does Harris have coattails back home? She will help Democrats along the California coast but maybe not so much in the agrarian Central Valley or the exurbs of Los Angeles. The answer could determine how much of her agenda she'd be able to enact if she wins.
Flanked by cardboard cutouts of Harris and a young-looking Biden, Min said the lame-duck president steered the country away from dark forces and that his stepping aside for a woman of color -- however reluctantly -- will be looked upon kindly by history if it keeps former president Donald Trump at bay on Nov. 5.
Republican Scott Baugh, Min's opponent, said the race is now tied after Democrats went home, but his party continues making gains in voter registration. "It was favoring us, and it's more competitive now," he said in an interview. "What she got is sort of a dead-cat bounce."
Top Democrats acknowledge privately that they would have been blown out in down-ballot races had Biden limped to Election Day. That's the real reason former speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) kept ratcheting up pressure for him to go. "It wasn't Biden or Trump but Biden or the couch," said a Democratic strategist.
Trump lost California in 2020 by an overwhelming margin; but because of its size, the state still gave Trump more votes -- 6 million -- than any other. That's larger than the population of Wisconsin. Even with Harris at the top of the Democratic ticket, Republicans believe the statewide environment is five to seven percentage points more favorable for Trump than four years ago. That doesn't put the Golden State's electoral votes in play, but it creates pickup opportunities for the House GOP.
Democrats floundered in California and New York during the midterms because crime and inflation proved more potent than abortion. Down-ballot candidates struggled with backlash to high taxes and liberal overreach enabled by one-party rule in Sacramento and Albany. Abysmal turnout in heavily Latino agricultural districts in the Central Valley helped Republican incumbents.
Five California Republicans won House districts in 2022 that had backed Biden two years earlier. Baugh's wasn't one of them, but he lost by just three points to Rep. Katie Porter (D), despite being outspent $28.5 million to $3 million. Porter gave up the seat to run for Senate this year but finished third in the March primary. (This is one of three seats nationwide that Democrats are spending heavily to hold because the incumbent sought statewide office. The others are being vacated by Rep. Elissa Slotkin, who is running  for Senate in Michigan, and Abigail Spanberger, who is running for governor of Virginia.)
Baugh supports Trump, but the former Republican leader in the state assembly really isn't a MAGA type. He launched a humanizing ad last week about his brother's 2020 overdose death from fentanyl. The House GOP super PAC, Congressional Leadership Fund, plans to go on television with commercials supporting Baugh in the coming days.
A poll from the University of Southern California released Tuesday put Baugh ahead by 3.7 points, which is within the margin of error. Min says he's preparing for this race to both determine control of the House and for the outcome to be decided by a few hundred votes. Asked during his visit to the retirement community how he plans to change Washington, Min replied that he'd be "one of the lowest people on the totem pole" and didn't want to overstate his potential impact, a rarity for a politician. "The most important thing I'd do," he said, "is elect Hakeem Jeffries as speaker."
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The one thing worse than high credit card rates is Trump's plan to cut them
Trump wants to cap credit card interest rates. This would hurt people who use them.
By Editorial Board | 2024-09-25

(Jenny Kane/AP)


Credit card debt is a big part of life for American households -- and these days, a bigger part than ever before. It totaled $1.14 trillion in August, a record, according to the New York Fed. The average credit card balance has risen from $4,828 to $6,329 since 2021, according to data from TransUnion. Even adjusted for inflation, that's an increase of over 10 percent. And the interest rate on that debt makes servicing it an unusually painful obligation: It has risen by roughly seven percentage points since August 2021, from an average of 14.5 percent to 21.5 percent.
That's a big dent in household budgets that are already hurting from inflation. And so it was probably only a matter of time before a presidential candidate tried to turn this into a campaign issue: At a Sept. 18 rally in New York, former president Donald Trump told the crowd, "While working Americans catch up, we're going to put a temporary cap on credit card interest rates." He promised that interest rates would be held down to roughly 10 percent.
In theory, this would save a typical cardholder some money every month. In practice, however, it would be disastrous. The impact of a plan like Mr. Trump's would be to worsen the plight of debt-strapped consumers. Indeed, the probable counterproductive effects are one reason similar proposals got little or no traction in Congress when populist lawmakers such as Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) on the left and Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Mo.) on the right floated them.  And since it's generally the states that regulate financial matters such as credit card interest rates, imposing the kind of interest rate cap Mr. Trump says he wants would require a new federal law.
Speaking of laws, in economics there's a nearly universal one: Supply curves slope downward, which means that, when prices are high, suppliers rush into the market, but as they fall, many suppliers withdraw or concentrate on their most profitable product lines. There are exceptions to this rule, but they are few and far between. And consumer finance is not one of them. When you restrict the price of credit, which is all the interest rate is, the supply of credit falls. And supply shrinks especially sharply for the riskiest borrowers. Strict caps on interest rates might benefit cardholders with low balances and excellent credit scores (though banks might try to restore their profit margins by charging them higher annual fees or withdrawing other perks). But borrowers with the spottiest credit histories, who pose a higher risk of default, would be the first to find their credit limits lowered -- or their cards canceled altogether.
In short, this supposed help for the little guy would disproportionately harm consumers of relatively modest means. The only thing worse than expensive credit is no credit at all. And that is what they would wind up with. When struggling families can't tap credit cards for emergency expenses such as car repairs or utility bills, they can be forced to use alternative sources of credit, such as pawnshops, that offer money on even less attractive terms than credit card companies.
The president cannot do much about the cost of borrowing money except to counsel voter patience as the Federal Reserve finishes getting inflation and interest rates down, which it is doing.
But there are some things our next president could do to make the problem worse. Mr. Trump keeps proposing them. It's not just the cap on interest rates but also his promises of haphazard tax cuts. Along with extending all the tax cuts he signed in 2017, he has offered to stop taxing tip income, Social Security benefits and overtime and to restore full deductibility of state and local income taxes. Taken together, these proposals would cost trillions, which the federal government would probably end up borrowing. The Penn Wharton Budget Model estimates that Trump's campaign promises would increase the deficit by more than $4 trillion over the next 10 years.
When the federal government borrows, it competes with private borrowers for a limited pool of credit; other things being equal, that drives up interest rates. If Mr. Trump actually wants to help families who are struggling with credit card debt, the best thing he could do is to put forward a realistic plan to get federal debt under control. At the very least, he can stop making superficially attractive proposals that would actually make their lives harder.
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What's missing from debates about late-term abortion
Readers respond to Kathleen Parker's column on third-trimester abortions.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-09-25

Demonstrators take part in an abortion rights rally outside the Supreme Court in 2022. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post) 


Regarding Kathleen Parker's Sept. 23 op-ed, "Late-term abortions are not a myth. They're happening.":
Ms. Parker's attack on me for performing lifesaving abortions on women late in pregnancy follows the typical pattern of argument that Christian antiabortion extremists have used for over 50 years to harass women arriving at my office for this critical medical care: public humiliation, guilt and shame. It also follows the hideous playbook laid out by Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy 70 years ago and used by Republicans ever since to terrify their opponents.
This long-standing way of talking about abortion has worked for their candidates for decades, most recently for Donald Trump and JD Vance. Unfortunately, there are enough voters to sustain this incredibly destructive and effective strategy. My patients and the rest of America are at the mercy of this merciless attitude.
Warren M. Hern, Boulder, Colo.
The writer is director of the Boulder Abortion Clinic and the author of "Abortion in the Age of Unreason: A Doctor's Account of Caring for Women Before and After Roe v. Wade."
I am a pro-choice Democrat. But Kathleen Parker's column hit me like a freight train. Warren Hern's views on abortion shocked me. And I didn't know nine states allowed these kinds of late-term procedures. We need more of these kinds of counterpoints, not fewer. Help us be a more informed public. We can take it.
Mary Walsh, Columbia
For someone who claims, "During more than three decades of writing about abortion, honesty and truth are all I've ever hoped for," Kathleen Parker could have used more of both attributes.
First, she ought to have been clearer about what touched off the exchange about abortion between Donald Trump and Kamala Harris during their debate. It was Mr. Trump's false claim that former Virginia governor Ralph Northam -- a pediatric neurologist -- favored allowing babies to be killed after delivery. The hypothetical Mr. Northam described, in response to a question about whether a woman in labor requested an abortion, applies only to infants with terminal birth defects, who would live for only hours after birth, often in extreme pain. As terrible as those decisions about palliative care are, they have nothing to do with the vast majority of abortions, and it is reprehensible to insinuate that they do.
Ms. Harris was responding to Mr. Trump's false equation of abortion with infanticide when she denied that late-term abortions happen. Could she have been more precise about that? Sure. But compared with Mr. Trump's blatant, inflammatory lie, it seems to me that her slight overstatement barely merits mention, let alone an entire op-ed.
Ms. Parker then pretends to praise an abortionist for being "honest to a fault" -- just so she can present him as somehow representative of his profession in his callousness. Yet she provides few statistics about the overall prevalence of the procedures Dr. Hern performs or the reasons patients seek them, acknowledging only that "90 percent of abortions are performed in the first trimester, a majority of them by pills rather than surgery."
Bad as all that is, to me the most offensive line in the op-ed is this: "Are [pro-choice advocates] afraid a woman might change her mind based on a better understanding of what is about to be done?" No, Ms. Parker. These patients are afraid of being traumatized by being forced to view graphic images and listen to (often exaggerated) descriptions of surgical procedures that doctors would never see as a vital part of informed consent in any other circumstance. And they rightly resent being treated as ignorant and selfish for seeking to terminate their pregnancies, when those sitting in judgment of them neither know nor care about their circumstances.
Steven Alan Honley, Washington
Kathleen Parker's recent op-ed presented a one-sided and biased picture of the complicated and serious topic of late-term abortions. Reading it makes me weep.
I hope that Warren Hern's patients will feel comfortable stepping up to defend him, as well as their own choices. Pregnant women who face devastating choices late in their pregnancies are desperate for doctors who are compassionate enough to help them cope with the impending loss of a child, either in utero or in situations where a hospital is only able to offer "comfort care" for a baby who will not survive. Anyone criticizing a doctor who offers health care to a pregnant woman in her third trimester does not understand the magnitude of heartbreak that these women are facing -- to take that care away from her is akin to torture.
Anyone who has held her one-pound granddaughter in the palm of her hand as her heart stopped beating, as I have done, would have a greater understanding of the fragility of life and how misguided it is to jeopardize the health-care options that every woman deserves to have throughout her pregnancy.
Kate Simpson, Winchester, Va.
It is not often that I find myself agreeing with conservatives on abortion, especially as an abortion patient advocate who accessed care late into a pregnancy. So I was surprised when I found myself nodding along to parts of Kathleen Parker's recent column.
Like Ms. Parker, I tense up when I hear well-meaning pro-choice politicians and advocates say abortion in the eighth or ninth month of pregnancy "doesn't happen." The abortion I had at 32 weeks happened. I have friends who also terminated pregnancies fairly late, some later than me, and under a variety of circumstances. Their abortions happened. I have close friends who compassionately provide this care or help support the people traveling to reach it. But unlike Ms. Parker, I am offended on behalf of patients when politicians on the left erase our experiences.
Ms. Parker focused on Warren Hern, the doctor who saved my life. He said yes when my fancy doctors on the Upper East Side of Manhattan said no because of my state's abortion laws. The care I was able to get at his clinic made my family possible, including my 7-year-old daughter.
Ms. Parker seems to revel in the ethical questions that Dr. Hern wrestles with, but she doesn't burden herself with them. Was my abortion "good" or "bad"? Should the government have stopped Dr.  Hern from caring for me? It's easy to see how quickly a simplistic sense of right and wrongdoing fails us. Most people who pass judgment on women like me do so from an arm's reach. They'll never face the people who need this care or be held accountable for the harmful effects of abortion bans.
Most of the time when people are talking about abortion, they're actually talking about abortion bans and squabbling over when they should go into effect. But we should start with whether the government should be empowered to step in and override medical judgment and patient autonomy at all. There's no point in a pregnancy that the government is better positioned to make decisions about your health than you are. I believe that deep down, most people understand this.
Just as we should be honest about the fact that third-trimester abortions happen, we must be honest about what abortion bans do: They make abortion illegal at some point during pregnancy, carrying harsh criminal and civil penalties. Pregnancy already has a clock we know is ticking. Bans create unnecessary pressure, delaying abortion care or denying it altogether. And abortion bans provide a legal basis for the government to have control over pregnancy. This has led to people being charged with serious crimes after stillbirths, after miscarriages and even after falling down stairs while pregnant.
The existence of third-trimester abortion may be inconvenient given a lot of the rhetoric we hear on the left. But the embrace of government interference and overreach that abortion bans represent is, I would argue, equally if not more inconvenient for the right. Ms. Parker stated she is "on record encouraging education over judicial fiat as the best way of reducing abortion." If true, this would suggest Ms. Parker is actually "pro-choice." I find her implication that abortion-seekers are uninformed insulting. She may want people to make different decisions. But once we start inviting the government to make those decisions instead, we have crossed a very dangerous line.
Abortion is safe. Abortion bans are not. It really is that simple. We can hold tensions and discomfort without reaching for bans and criminalization. Someone you love may need a later abortion one day. When they do, safe, compassionate care should be available. And the government shouldn't stand in its way.
Erika Christensen, Sedona, Ariz.
Kathleen Parker's column relied heavily on the example of a doctor who estimated that about half of his later-term abortions are of healthy babies. But what she failed to mention are the late-term abortions that involve sexual assault victims and teenagers who recently discovered they were pregnant.
Although I agree that there are cases in which late-term abortions should not occur, I believe most are done for valid reasons. In these cases, a lack of proper sex education led to teenagers being unable to identify their symptoms of pregnancy until the second or third trimester. Furthermore, rape leads to many unwanted pregnancies. Almost 3 million U.S. women have experienced rape-related pregnancy. While teen pregnancy rates have been trending downward since 1991, we can do more to emphasize safety and consent in comprehensive sex education so these kinds of late-term abortions are not necessary.
Being pro-choice isn't just about giving a choice to women. It's also about allowing our daughters, sisters and friends not to suffer  all their lives from decisions they made very early in life or from violence they survived.
Dhwani Menon, Herndon
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Cartoon by Lisa Benson
Lisa Benson cartoon on inflation.
By Lisa Benson | 2024-09-25

(Lisa Benson/Counterpoint Media Syndicate)






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/09/25/lisa-benson-cartoon-inflation/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Cartoon by Joe Heller
Joe Heller cartoon on casting doubt on election results.
By Joe Heller | 2024-09-25

(Joe Heller)
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Harris is wrong about eliminating the filibuster for abortion rights
Democrats might favor abolishing the filibuster now. But what happens when they lose power?
By Ruth Marcus | 2024-09-25

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign event in Madison, Wis., on Friday. (Jim Vondruska/Reuters) 


Senate Democrats made a mistake when they eliminated the filibuster for lower court judges in 2013. They're making the same mistake again -- except this time with a far less certain payoff.
Vice President Kamala Harris said Tuesday that she favors lowering the existing 60-vote threshold to a bare majority to enact legislation to protect abortion rights nationwide. "I think we should eliminate the filibuster for Roe and get us to the point where 51 votes would be what we need to actually put back in law the protections for reproductive freedom," she told Wisconsin Public Radio.
I would love to see a federal law that gives women nationwide the ability to decide for themselves whether to continue an unwanted or dangerous pregnancy. Harris's solution is, unfortunately, the wrong way to do it.
Readers, if you disagree and are bristling with indignation at this statement, let me say: This is not an easy call. The filibuster is an infuriating, undemocratic impediment to progress -- except, that is, when it is a welcome guardrail against extremism. How partisans feel about the filibuster on any given day tends to have a lot to do with whether their political party holds the Senate majority. Democrats and Republicans who lament the existence of the filibuster are thankful for it when they find themselves in the minority.
But it takes self-restraint, and an ability to see around corners, not to junk the filibuster when your party is in power -- especially because partisans are convinced the other side will make that move if given the chance. Yet the ping-pong nature of Senate control means that neither Republicans nor Democrats can be confident that doing away with the filibuster won't end up hurting them in the end, even if they profit in the short run.
Not just that: The notion that the rules can be tweaked for some limited purpose -- Harris has previously said she would do so to pass voting rights and climate change legislation -- is delusional. The filibuster slope isn't merely slippery -- it's encrusted with ice. One exception will be followed by another.
We don't need to predict this; we need only to look at recent history. In 2013, Senate Democrats, under the leadership of Harry M. Reid (Nev.), moved to end the filibuster for lower court judges. The reasons for employing this "nuclear option" were understandable; Republicans had engaged in unprecedented obstruction of President Barack Obama's judicial nominees, refusing to allow him to fill any of three vacant seats on the critically important federal appeals court in the District of Columbia. And the move allowed the confirmation of three of the circuit's finest judges.
It also had predictable consequences.
First, lowering the threshold for confirming judges dramatically changes the nature of these lifetime appointments. When their party also controls the Senate, it gives presidents the leeway -- and therefore the incentive -- to pick nominees near the extremes instead of the center. Think about President Donald Trump's judicial nominations and how different they would have been -- how much less extreme the federal courts would now be -- if they had to pass a 60-vote hurdle.
Second, the notion that the line would hold at lower court judges was laughable at the time and quickly disproved. Democrats, justifiably angered by Republicans' refusal to consider Obama's nomination of Merrick Garland to the Supreme Court, filibustered Trump's nominee to the vacant seat, Neil M. Gorsuch. Republicans then one-upped the 2013 Democratic maneuver and eliminated the filibuster for Supreme Court nominees as well, delivering to Trump the ability to confirm not only Gorsuch but also justices Brett M. Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett.
So, here we are. The filibuster for legislation has been on life support for years now, in Republican and Democratic Senates alike, but there hasn't been the will, at least not majority will, to pull the plug. Harris endorses this move for the best of reasons -- protecting a woman's right to choose -- but we all know this would be the first carve-out, not the last. There would soon be more holes than cheese.
It would clear the way for Senate Democrats to enact all sorts of progressive legislation -- if they retain the majority, if they retake the House and if they win the presidency. Great, but imagine the frightening things that could happen when the tables are turned and Republicans regain power. Gridlock looks a lot more attractive then. Democrats might miss the filibuster once it's gone.
And why announce support for an abortion rights carve-out now, with all those ifs looming? A motivating argument for senators of both parties considering whether to curtail the filibuster is that the other side will do it if given the chance. Now, in the not-unlikely event that Republicans regain control of the Senate, Harris has proved that point. Senate Republicans wanting to junk the filibuster could then credibly claim that Democrats were willing to do the deed themselves but could not seize the opportunity.
I described this apocalyptic scenario a few years back, as Democrats weighed whether to eliminate the filibuster.
"Congressional Republicans move quickly to implement their agenda," I wrote. "The border wall is fully funded. Voter ID is a requirement for federal elections, while mail-in voting is limited to those who can demonstrate a need. The assault weapons ban and stricter background check rules that Democrats enacted [in the mythical aftermath of eliminating the filibuster] are repealed; instead, the right to carry concealed weapons without a permit applies nationwide.
"Planned Parenthood is defunded. Unions are mortally wounded by a national right-to-work rule protecting employees from having to pay dues. The estate tax is eliminated. The war on blue states is fully unleashed; cities are prohibited from establishing sanctuaries for refugees, levying taxes on gasoline or energy of any kind, or eliminating cash bail requirements. Vast new tracts of federal land are opened for logging and drilling. And so on."
So, if you are cheering Harris's remarks on the filibuster, think again. Is this what you want to see? Is the risk worth it?
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JD Vance's health-care idea is bad politics -- but reasonable policy
Catastrophic predictions about the effects of relaxing rules on health insurance have a poor track record.
By Ramesh Ponnuru | 2024-09-25

Supporters wait outside a Trump-Vance rally in Raleigh, N.C. (Cornell Watson for The Washington Post)


JD Vance says he wants "more choice in our health-care system." Progressives warn that what he really has in mind would make health insurance more expensive and less accessible for people who are poor and sick.
His idea has some positive potential, though, at least if it were implemented the right way.
Vance suggests that if the government were to allow young and healthy people to buy policies designed for their risk profiles, they would have lower premiums and more of them would have coverage. The counterargument is that people with low risks will drop more extensive plans for the cheaper ones, leaving those policies covering a sicker population and charging  higher premiums. Premium hikes could start a vicious cycle, making the more comprehensive policies even less attractive to low-risk customers. In the worst-case scenario, the market for individually purchased insurance would fall apart.
Yet catastrophic predictions about the effects of relaxing rules on health insurance have a poor track record. The Affordable Care Act, also known as Obamacare, included a fine on people who did not buy insurance, mainly to prevent any unraveling of the market. Experts on the left and the right thought that without this mandate, the ranks of the insured would drop by 13 million. Markets survived when Republicans in 2017 voted to set the fine at zero dollars beginning in 2019, though. The number of people with insurance has risen since then.
There were similar warnings when the Trump administration allowed people to buy renewable short-term insurance that avoids some of the ACA's regulations. The doomsayers seem to have been wrong about that, too: These plans reduced premiums and increased coverage.
Deregulating also wouldn't have to mean going all the way back to the way things were before the ACA, when people with preexisting conditions and no insurance often languished in underfunded high-risk pools run by the states. Much of the point of letting healthy people buy affordable insurance is to persuade them to buy insurance before they get sick. People who had kept their coverage and then got sick could still be protected from being cut off or charged higher premiums. That's the policy Republicans embraced the last time they tried to replace Obamacare.
Maintaining continuous coverage would also be easier than it was pre-ACA, since that law both expanded Medicaid and created tax credits for people who weren't covered by Medicare, Medicaid or an employer plan. Because of these changes in health insurance -- changes that Vance has not proposed eliminating and has sometimes even defended -- the demand for government-funded high-risk pools should be more manageable.
In fact, we already have risk pools with substantial federal funding. As Obamacare has evolved, that's the function its exchanges have performed. The vast majority of participants are receiving federal subsidies that increase when their premiums do. There are not a lot of low-risk, unsubsidized participants who would be tempted by cheap, unsubsidized insurance. If any left and premiums rose, meanwhile, higher subsidies would protect those who remained.
To a large extent, you'd just be changing the way we pay to insure people with chronic conditions. More of the cost would be paid by taxpayers in general and less by young and healthy people who choose to buy insurance on the individual market. And the money would be routed through the beneficiaries to the insurance companies, rather than the other way around.
That's the theory, anyway. We'd have to see specific legislation to get a better sense of the pros and cons of Vance's ideas. But we may not get the chance. Congressional Republicans have little appetite for reopening Obamacare, which is why they have mostly stayed silent since Vance spoke. (As has Donald Trump.)
Many of the obstacles that kept Republicans from replacing Obamacare in 2017 -- even with control of the House, Senate and White House -- are still present or even larger. Few Republicans in Congress knew much about health policy, and the party had done little preparatory work, such as getting its candidates to agree to the same policies. The current crop of Republicans has done even less work on health care. The filibuster, meanwhile, is still in place.
If Trump wins in November, his administration would probably again enforce regulations with a light hand. Trump would almost certainly fail, though, if he tried to adjust the ACA's protections for people with preexisting conditions, which is why he is unlikely to try.
Which leaves open why Vance mentioned the possibility. My guess is that having spent more time thinking about health policy than most Republican officials, he couldn't let the question go unanswered and then kept defending his position -- even though it's only going to bring him political trouble.
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Should we pay attention to the polls now? I answered your questions.
Read the transcript from Jennifer Rubin's Sept. 25 chat.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-09-25
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Hurricane Helene means a rainy Friday for the D.C. area, and an unsettled weekend
Between 0.5 and 2 inches of rain from Helene could fall through Sunday, while the threat of severe weather and flooding probably stays to our west.
By Dan Stillman | 2024-09-26

Precipitation forecast from a blend of models for Thursday morning through Monday night. (WeatherBell)


Hurricane Helene is on track to slam into Florida's Big Bend, where residents are preparing for a Category 3 landfall Thursday evening that could deliver a catastrophic storm surge. By the time the storm's impacts reach the D.C. area, they should be relatively tame but perhaps still enough to dampen the second half of the weekend after periods of rain on Friday.
After Helene comes ashore late Thursday, its low-pressure center will be pinwheeled and gradually captured by an upper-level area of low pressure now spinning over the east-central United States. Before then, Helene should manage to send its remnant rains our way Friday into Friday night. There's a chance of some thunderstorms, but the higher threat of severe weather and tornadoes will probably remain to the southwest of the D.C. area.
Models show somewhat drier air reducing D.C.-area rain chances on Saturday as the core of Helene continues to weaken to the west. There could be a resurgence in rain potential Saturday night and Sunday if Helene's remnant circulation and moisture drift closer, but forecast confidence in that is fairly low.
It's still early to predict rainfall totals with much confidence, but models suggest 0.5 to 2 inches is possible through Sunday night. The highest amounts, perhaps exceeding that range in some spots, are likely to be west of D.C., especially in the Shenandoah Valley.

A weather model forecast depicting the middle to upper level of the atmosphere shows how the circulation of Helene will be pinwheeled and absorbed by another system as it comes inland from the Gulf of Mexico. (WeatherBell)


It looks like the core of Helene will also remain far enough away to spare the D.C. area significant winds Friday and Saturday, though Sunday could be somewhat breezy if the remnant low pressure to the west combines with high pressure to the north to generate a stronger onshore wind. At this time, the spin associated with Helene is expected to remain far enough away that severe weather, such as thunderstorms with damaging wind, is unlikely.
Although wind gusts probably won't exceed 20 to 25 mph Friday through the weekend, the extended period of onshore winds from the east and southeast "has the potential to result in multiple rounds of widespread minor to moderate tidal flooding," the National Weather Service serving the D.C. area said. This comes after coastal flooding has pestered some places along the Potomac River and Chesapeake Bay since the weekend.
Here is a day-by-day forecast for the D.C. area through the weekend.
Friday
The core of Helene should pass well to the west Friday, most likely over Tennessee and Kentucky. However, it should sling a slug of moisture our way as it does. So at the very least, scattered showers are likely, and possibly a few thunderstorms. We could very well see periods of steadier rain, with the greatest chance of steadier, heavier rain Friday afternoon and night. Highs in the 70s. While severe storms probably remain well west of the D.C. area, we'll monitor the situation in case this changes.
Saturday
Rain chances should be significantly lower Saturday as the initial surge of moisture moves to the north and east. However, we may still be close enough to the circulation of Helene, and have enough moisture in the atmosphere, for the chance of a few isolated showers. Rain chances could be on the rise again sometime Saturday night. Highs in the upper 70s to low 80s.
Sunday into Monday
Sunday into Monday is the biggest question mark in the forecast now. Models show the potential for scattered showers both days, and potentially a couple of periods of steadier rain, as the weakening area of low pressure from Helene tries to drift closer. But forecast confidence remains fairly low, so stay tuned for updates. Highs near 70 to the mid-70s.
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D.C. Jail inmates take up soccer in new program with D.C. United
The D.C. Jail inmates found a safe place through the D.C. United soccer program, part of the Twinning Project.
By Kyle Swenson | 2024-09-26

Detainees at the D.C. Jail participate in the Twinning Project, sponsored by D.C. United. The eight-week program teaches leadership through soccer. (Michael A. McCoy for The Washington Post) 


Fat raindrops smacked down as Glenn Goodwine told his players to circle up. The sixteen men, dressed in matching green T-shirts and knee-high socks, darted into place. Sneaker squeaks echoed across the recreational area, a courtyard surrounded on all sides by the six stories of the Central Detention Facility section of the D.C. Jail.
"This is going to be a modified rondo," Goodwine said, explaining the drill for that day's soccer practice -- a frantic keep-away with two players in the middle trying to intercept the passes from others across the circle. "Does anyone know what a rondo is?"
"Loco," a handful of Spanish-speaking players called out. "Loco."
Goodwine, 49, took a beat, then another inmate translated: "Crazy, that's what they call the game."
"Ah, you call it 'crazy,'" Goodwine said, and soon a soccer ball was ricocheting between the players.
The group playing Tuesday morning was part of the first cohort of inmates participating in a partnership between the D.C. Department of Corrections and Major League Soccer club D.C. United. Since last month, Goodwine and another coach, Justin Reed, have been spending Tuesdays and Thursdays running inmates through drills and games.

Soccer coach Glenn Goodwin, center, speaks with detainees at the D.C. Jail. (Michael A. McCoy for The Washington Post) 


The partnership is part of the Twinning Project, which has paired professional football clubs in England and Wales with correctional facilities in the United Kingdom since 2018. More than 70 Premier League and Championship-level soccer clubs participate, including such titans as Arsenal, Aston Villa, Liverpool and Manchester United. The clubs provide qualified coaches for a select group of 16 inmates over eight weeks. The goal is to ignite values such as sportsmanship and teamwork and hope in an incarcerated population with few outlets and opportunities.
D.C. is one of the first American cities to bring the project stateside, a test to see if the skills and camaraderie baked into the game will make an impact in the pressure-cooker atmosphere of the District's jail, where nearly 60 percent of the more than 2,000 inmates are waiting for court dates or sentencing. Pro teams in Los Angeles and Miami also participate.
"This program actually gives you a safe place to keep your mind off the pressure of going to court," said Roger Jones, 41, who is awaiting a trial date. "Great outlet to burn that energy."
For Goodwine, a former Howard University soccer player who now runs various youth soccer programs and camps across the Washington region, working with inmates was "completely new ground."
"The funny thing is, at 5 p.m. today I'll be working with 7- and 8-year-olds," he said between drills. "So I go from a correctional setting to kids in elementary school. As a coach, that's a big change of mindset."
Goodwine soon shifted the practice hour into full-speed games, with players cycling between different positions. Some, such as Jones, had never touched a ball before the program. Others, like Emerson Morales, 21, had played their whole lives.
"Since there's nothing to do over here in jail, I joined," Morales said.

Sixteen inmates were selected for the first session of the soccer program. (Michael A. McCoy for The Washington Post)


Morales, who is waiting sentencing after pleading guilty to a charge of assault with intent to kill, said he didn't mind playing with new players. "You have to have some patience out here," he said.
He also acted as a go-between for the coaches and players, since nearly half the players spoke little English. "That's what I do in the unit, too," Morales says. "Translate for everyone."
From the sidelines, Kirk Spencer, 29, caught his breath. "It's a good time and I like the cardio," said Spencer, who is also waiting on a sentencing date. "I just want to try new things, and this is giving me the good fundamentals of the game, sportsmanship, teamwork."
D.C. United has been involved before in philanthropic work supporting families of people serving prison sentences, according to Shanell Mosley, D.C. United's senior director of community relations and the executive director of the D.C. United Foundation. The Twinning Project was a natural next step after the earlier efforts, which prompted the team to "think about how we can be part of the solution to inspire people upon reentry to make better decisions," Mosley said.
Mosley recruited Goodwine and Reed, longtime Maryland youth soccer coaches who have worked with the D.C. United organization.
"The thing that really has excited me most was the positivity from the get-go," said Reed, 41. "That positivity hasn't waned. They want to learn and work with each other. A lot of the things we do now are all team oriented."
Mosley said the program already has another cohort of players lined up for the next eight-week session. Moving ahead, she added, they would like to have at least three cohorts a year from across the jail, including women's teams.
The jail's administration has been happy with the results so far, according to Jacqueline Williams, the DOC's deputy director for education, programs and case management.
"This is the first time an organized sports team has come in to partner with us," Williams said. "We are looking more along the lines of comprehensive programs and services that deal with not only getting them mentally well, but physically well."

"The thing that really has excited me most was the positivity from the get-go," says coach Justin Reed. "That positivity hasn't waned. They want to learn and work with each other." (Michael A. McCoy for The Washington Post) 
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D.C.-area forecast: Spotty showers today become more numerous Friday because of Helene
At least a small chance of rain is in the forecast for the next five days.
By David Streit | 2024-09-26
A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
6/10: Frontal rains west of us, Helene's deluge well south of us and just a smattering of showers on top of us. Not enough to raise a fuss.
Saturday may provide our only hope for sun in the next five days. Today, clouds are brought to us by a dying cool front that may produce a few showers. Then, moisture from Helene surges north on Friday, bringing more showers. After the break on Saturday, scattered showers return on Sunday and Monday.
Today (Thursday): Trying to determine shower timing today is nearly impossible. But anything that falls should be light and brief. Humidity is on the high side but highs in the mid- to upper 70s are comfortable. Clouds are ever present as are light south winds. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: A few light showers remain possible but should taper off late at night. Winds are nearly calm under cloudy skies. Lows only fall to the mid- to upper 60s. Confidence: Medium-High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend ...
Tomorrow (Friday): The cloud shield from the remains of Hurricane Helene thickens over the area. Expect a scattering of showers and perhaps a thunderstorm, especially during the afternoon. East winds pick up but only gust to about 20 mph. Highs range through the 70s. Confidence: Medium
Tomorrow night: A few showers and isolated storms remain possible but should diminish after midnight. East winds lighten up and lows are in the 60s. Confidence: Medium

Low clouds on Wednesday morning over the National Mall. (Jeannie in D.C.)


Saturday may offer a few rays of sun, but it's still probably cloudier than not. Isolated showers are possible, mainly late in the day and overnight. Highs reach the mid- to upper 70s with overnight lows in the low-to-mid 60s. Confidence: Medium
The low-pressure zone that drew Helene's remnants westward starts to head our way Sunday and Monday. While a lot of the tropical moisture will have already been dumped on the Tennessee Valley, some showers are likely to come along with the system as it shifts eastward. Have umbrellas at the ready. Under mostly cloudy skies, highs both days are mainly in the low-to-mid 70s with lows in the 60s. Confidence: Low-Medium
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Former CIA officer convicted of assaulting female employee
The conviction was the third recently involving then-active CIA officers accused of assaulting women. The CIA has created an office to handle future complaints.
By Tom Jackman | 2024-09-25

The conviction of the former CIA officer on Wednesday was the third recently involving then-active CIA officers accused of assaulting women. The CIA has created an office to handle future complaints. (Carolyn Kaster/AP)


A former CIA officer was convicted Wednesday of misdemeanor assault and battery by a Loudoun County judge after admitting to getting drunk in a satellite office of the spy agency, where witnesses said he repeatedly groped and kissed a female contractor while making sexual comments toward her and another woman during his birthday party on a Friday afternoon last June.
The victim's voice cracked as she told the judge that the attack by Donald J. "Jamie" Asquith, 51, "utterly decimated 30 years of painstaking professionalism, dedication and even a reputation." She also criticized the CIA for its handling of her case and others like it, which have surfaced in recent months.
"It is a travesty," the woman said, "that people who take an oath to serve their country are exactly the people who have in turn ignored, and thereby facilitated, environments in which a drunken boss can and does use his power to humiliate, belittle and even assault someone in what should be a safe workplace -- all the while hiding behind claims of 'privacy' and 'secrecy.'"
Loudoun General District Court Judge Lorrie Sinclair Taylor sentenced Asquith to one day in jail and suspended the rest of a six-month sentence. She also placed him on one-year probation and ordered him to undergo substance abuse and mental health counseling, which Asquith's lawyer said he was already receiving.
Asquith kept his head down during the short trial, not looking at the victim. He did not testify. His lawyer said he intended to appeal the decision and seek a jury trial in Loudoun circuit court.
The CIA has been confronted by multiple allegations of sexual assaults by its male employees, including a former officer who was sentenced to 30 years in prison last week for drugging and sexually abusing numerous women over 14 years. Another former officer was found guilty last year of misdemeanor assault and battery in Fairfax County for wrapping a scarf around a coworker's neck and trying to kiss her while they were inside the agency's Langley headquarters. The appeal of that case is set for trial next month.
"CIA takes allegations of sexual assault and harassment extremely seriously," the agency said in a statement Wednesday. "Within days of receiving a report of this incident, CIA acted swiftly to restrict Mr. Asquith's access to, and contact with, the victim. Mr. Asquith separated from the Agency in September 2023."
Since the Fairfax case came to light, the agency has created a Sexual Harassment/Assault Response and Prevention Office, with an advocate assigned to each complainant and an explanation that criminal charges are an option. CIA Director William J. Burns told The Post last month that the agency had "made a number of significant reforms to strengthen our approach. ... We still have work to do, and we have to get this right."
The words "agency" and "CIA" were not mentioned in the Loudoun courtroom Wednesday, and the victim and two witnesses were not required to give their full names. Asquith's formal title and position were not disclosed, nor was the location of the office where the assault was alleged to have occurred. "Asquith was second-in-command of the work that we were doing in the office," the victim said. "He was my supervisor and my boss."
One of the two witnesses, a man, testified that he and Asquith had begun drinking shortly after lunch, celebrating Asquith's 50th birthday with bourbon and beer. Eventually a conference room and more alcohol were requisitioned, and co-workers were invited in for an impromptu party, the man said.
The victim said that she and a female co-worker entered the conference room about 4:15 p.m. and that Asquith's voice and behavior made it clear he was drunk. The Washington Post does not identify alleged victims of crimes of a sexual nature without their consent.
The victim said that after she had sat down, "almost immediately Mr. Asquith grabbed the lanyard around my neck, showed it to the room and said, 'Can you believe how sexy she is?'" Similar comments and vulgar gestures followed, she said. She said she moved her chair away and he moved it back more than once, eventually beginning to place his hand on her leg "below the knee."
After more graphic sexual comments, the woman said, "Mr. Asquith leaned over and forcibly shoved his hand between my legs, up my skirt and exposing my underwear. I pushed his hand away and backed my chair away, and he laughed."
The victim said she got up to leave, and "Mr. Asquith moved to the door and asked for a 'booty hug,' grabbing me from behind, rubbing his chest against my chest, and then kissed me on the face." The woman said she had initially tried to "defuse and de-escalate the situation" after the first touching, "but it quickly became apparent there was no point in talking to Mr. Asquith, given how drunk he was."
Jonathan Katz, Asquith's lawyer, told the judge that Asquith was drunk at the time but that his "client does not remember what happened," arguing that "there was never anything said to him not to do what he was doing. ... The defendant is not required to read the mind of the complainant."
Over the following weekend, the woman said, she "tried to downplay it in my mind" but eventually realized "a crime had been committed." On Monday, she waited for a visit from management but didn't receive one. On Tuesday, she reported the incident to the CIA, and later to the Loudoun County Sheriff's Office.
In the 15 months since the alleged assault, the victim said she had gone through "a byzantine and ultimately useless process with the employer and then through this court process." But she said she wouldn't change her decision to file charges. "If we keep treating these cases like they are parking violations, we all lose. We lose the best efforts and work of people who no longer feel safe and secure. ... And we lose because the very fabric of our fundamental beliefs becomes a lie."
In addition to a day in jail and probation, Taylor fined Asquith $2,500. "You, sir, did a lot of inappropriate things that day," the judge told the defendant, and proceeded to list them. "You, sir, should be ashamed of yourself."
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Fairfax sheriff's sergeant allegedly assaulted suspect, officials say
Joshua Silver, the former sergeant, was charged Tuesday with assault and battery in the Sept. 11 incident.
By Martin Weil | 2024-09-25

(iStock)


A former sergeant in the Fairfax County sheriff's office has been charged with assault and battery of a person he detained and brought to the county jail, the sheriff's office said Tuesday as it released video that shows the man forcing a handcuffed suspect into the back of a squad car and repeatedly punching him in the face.
Joshua Silver was charged Tuesday with assault and battery in the Sept. 11 attack, after an investigation by the county police department, the sheriff's office said Tuesday.
Silver was placed on administrative leave as soon as the sheriff's office learned of the incident, according to the statement.
"The Sheriff's Office is, and always has been, committed to ensuring the safety of those in our care and custody. Our policies and procedures reflect this," Sheriff Stacey Kincaid said in a statement. "When Sgt. Silver's actions were discovered, I quickly acted to ensure that he was relieved of duty."
The hour-long in-car video shows a man detained in the back seat, handcuffed and cursing at officers.
In the final minute of the video, Silver can be seen opening the car door and the suspect can be heard cursing at him. The man in custody appears to try to spit at Silver, the video shows, before Silver leans into the car and can be seen striking the man four times.
The sheriff's office said it could not comment further while the incident is under investigation.
Emma Uber contributed to this report




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/09/25/fairfax-sheriff-sergeant-assaulted-suspect/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Six months after Key Bridge collapse, a line of injured parties seeks damages
A flurry of lawsuits and legal claims were filed in U.S. District Court in Maryland alleging the Dali ship's owner and operator could have prevented the crash.
By Katie Mettler, Michael Laris | 2024-09-25

The wreckage of the Dali cargo ship and the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge sit in the Patapsco River in Baltimore on Tuesday. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post)


Six months after the massive Dali cargo ship destroyed Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge, the scope of what many experts say will probably be the most expensive maritime disaster in history has become more clear as a parade of wounded parties lined up this week to seek damages.
There are the families of the six men who died, plus the two who survived -- the month-long search in the frigid Patapsco River for their bodies and trucks among thousands of tons of dangerously mangled debris that needed to be cleared.
There are the residents of Dundalk, whose port community at the base of the Key Bridge has been transformed by the missing span. There's the pollution to the air and water caused by the crash. The rerouting of traffic. The temporary closure of the Port of Baltimore that kept cargo ships from leaving and others from arriving -- disrupting small businesses and the global supply chain for months.
There are the governments -- of Baltimore City, Baltimore County, the state of Maryland and the United States -- which say their agencies spent millions of taxpayer money to clean up the Dali's mess and project they'll need billions more to rebuild the bridge.
And there are the thousands of longshoreman, tending to a port that has yet to recover, who lost work and wages.
All of them want the Dali's owner and operator to pay.
"There are young kids who won't be able to see their fathers face to face and hug them," said Maria del Carmen Castellon, whose husband, Miguel Luna, was among the workers who died that early morning on March 26. "There are grandchildren who will only know their abuelo through a photograph."
The various injured parties have alleged in a flurry of lawsuits and legal claims filed in U.S. District Court in Maryland in the last week that Grace Ocean and Synergy Marine prioritized profits over safety and knowingly allowed a dangerously unseaworthy vessel onto U.S. waters, where it careened into a critical support beam of the Key Bridge in the middle of the night and caused catastrophic destruction.
The ship's unseaworthiness means U.S. District Judge James Bredar should reject the owner and operator's attempts to limit their financial liability in the disaster to just under $44 million, those claimants argue.
The court filings -- on the eve of Wednesday's six-month anniversary of the collapse -- marked a critical milestone in what will be a years-long process of recovery, rebuilding and litigation stemming from the tragedy. It's still not clear what the disaster's final price tag will be, but estimated damages already far exceed the cap Grace Ocean and Synergy Marine have requested.
Most claimants -- including the state of Maryland, the collapse survivors and the families of those who died -- have not yet placed a dollar amount on the extent of their alleged personal, financial and emotional suffering.
At a news conference Tuesday, where the Maryland Attorney General's Office cemented the state government's stake in the ongoing civil court case, Gov. Wes Moore (D) said officials are committed to holding those responsible for the disaster to account.
Moore read aloud the names of all six men who died: Alejandro Hernandez Fuentes, Dorlian Ronial Castillo Cabrera, Maynor Yasir Suazo-Sandoval, Carlos Daniel Hernandez Estrella, Miguel Angel Luna Gonzalez and Jose Mynor Lopez.
"They should all be here right now," he said. "That's why accountability matters."

Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D), left, and Attorney General Anthony Brown at a news conference announcing legal action against the owners and managers of the Dali cargo ship on Tuesday. (Stephanie Scarbrough/AP)


Darrell Wilson, a spokesperson for Grace Ocean and Synergy Marine, has repeatedly declined to comment on the merits of any of the claims, saying: "We do look forward to our day in court to set the record straight."
So far, that record has been filled out by federal and state officials, who contend that the owner and operator could have prevented the crash.
In a lawsuit against both entities filed Sept. 18, the Justice Department and U.S. attorney's office in Maryland alleged that the Dali, a 984-foot Singapore-flagged cargo vessel, experienced mechanical, electrical and crew-related failures in the four minutes before it plowed into the bridge.
Four backstops meant to help control the ship as it experienced two blackouts -- the propeller, rudder, anchor and bow thruster -- failed to work in the critical moments before the crash, the Justice Department alleged.
Those failures could have been prevented had Grace Ocean and Synergy Marine not cut corners on known safety issues and hired an ill-trained staff, federal officials alleged.
The Justice Department's detailed retelling of the Dali's failures were cited again and again by attorneys representing the dozens of other claimants who expect to seek damages.
Among the last-minute filings in the case, submitted Tuesday just ahead of the judge's deadline, was a class-action claim on behalf of more than 2,200 longshoremen who work at the Port of Baltimore.
The workers -- members of the International Longshoremen's Association Locals 333, 953 and 1429 -- said in the filing that their wages and benefits were "severely impacted" by the "months-long complete shutdown of the Port of Baltimore and the ongoing reduction in shipping commerce."
"For longshoremen, this Dali crash has been a disaster of disasters," William Murphy, one of the workers' attorneys, said in an interview. "Not only have they lost a tremendous amount of income, but they're also lost seniority and they've lost benefits."
At the same time, the international longshoreman's union, which is not a party to the civil litigation, is preparing to launch a strike at the Baltimore port as part of a coast-wide labor action if they don't get a new contract by next Tuesday -- potentially causing more disruptions.
Scott Cowan, the president of International Longshoremen's Association Local 333, said his members have had a difficult year but are ready to fight for a fair contract.
"Sure, it will be hard on us," Cowan said. "But you've got to stand up for what you believe in and stand up if you want to make it better."
Through it all, work to replace the fallen bridge is pushing forward. In August, the Maryland Transportation Authority selected Kiewit Infrastructure Co. to design and build the new span, which officials pledge to open by the fall of 2028.
Coast Guard officials decided the replacement bridge must have a higher clearance of at least 230 feet so that ships even bigger than the Dali can make it to the Port of Baltimore in the future. Before it collapsed, the Key Bridge's vertical clearance over the federal shipping channel was 185 feet.
But it's unclear if or when the taller vessels will be able to reach the new Key Bridge, given a major impediment downstream. Those ships must pass under the Bay Bridge on their journey to the Port of Baltimore, and the vertical clearance of that aging span is 186 feet. While the state is studying what future Chesapeake Bay crossings might look like, Maryland officials say there is no plan in place to raise the Bay Bridge clearance.
There is bipartisan support in Congress for the federal government to cover 100 percent of the bridge rebuilding cost while Maryland waits for a judgment against the ship's owners. But opposition from many Republicans, particularly in the right-wing Freedom Caucus, has left the legislation in limbo.
"We continue to stress that this is bigger than politics, this is bigger than an election cycle, this is bigger than partisan differences," Moore said this week. "We understand we are in an election season, but we've been very encouraged by the bipartisan support."
Teo Armus, Rachel Weiner and Ian Duncan contributed to this report.
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Elementary school slated for demolition burns in Montgomery County
JoAnn Leleck Elementary School was being demolished to make way for a new, larger building.
By Peter Hermann, Nicole Asbury | 2024-09-25

A fire burns at JoAnn Leleck Elementary School in Silver Spring on Tuesday. (Mountgomery County Fire and Rescue)


More than 75 firefighters in Montgomery County battled a large blaze Tuesday night and early Wednesday at a closed elementary school that had been scheduled for demolition, according to the fire department.
The building was unoccupied, and no injuries were reported. Smoke from the two-alarm fire, which was first reported about 9 p.m. at the JoAnn Leleck Elementary School at Broad Acres, drifted over several neighborhoods along New Hampshire Avenue south of the Capital Beltway.
Pete Piringer, a spokesman for the Montgomery County Fire and Rescue, said on X that the fire on Beacon Road had been largely contained by midnight. But he said fires continued to burn in concealed spaces in the building.
In June, the school's account on X posted photos of students and teachers on their final day of classes. "We are appreciative that we will travel together to the holding center next year while our NEW BUILDING is built!" the account said.
Officials had provided no apparent cause or damage estimate of the fire by Wednesday morning.
Liliana Lopez, a spokeswoman for Montgomery County Public Schools, said officials are assessing the extent of the damage and will evaluate if it will impact any scheduled construction of the new building. Students had been moved to a temporary school this fall.
"We are deeply grateful to the Montgomery County Fire Department for their swift response," Lopez said.

Firefighters work at the school on Tuesday. (Montgomery County Fire and Rescue)


The school, previously called Broad Acres Elementary School, was renamed after a former principal, JoAnn "Jody" Leleck, who served from 1999 to 2004, according to the school's website. The building first opened in 1952 as Avenel Gardens Elementary School. Before its closure, it served 850 students through the fifth grade from more than 30 countries.
According to a Montgomery County Planning Board report, the school was over capacity and using portable classrooms. Plans included a larger school building.
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PM Update: Areas of drizzle and fog tonight, with additional showers possible 
You know the drill at this point. Lots of clouds, some raindrops, but also a bit warmer than it has been. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-09-25

Pigeons enjoying a cloudy Tuesday. (Victoria Pickering/Flickr) 


Somewhat warmer and muggier air worked into the region Wednesday. Locally, highs in the low to mid-70s were buttressed by dew points into the upper 60s. All the moisture in the air kept areas of drizzle and mist around much of the day, a trend that will probably continue Wednesday night.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through tonight: A couple of showers are possible, mainly in waves of higher but still hit-or-miss odds. Lows will be mainly in the mid-60s to around 70 degrees. Areas of fog and drizzle are a good bet. Winds should blow lightly from the south.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): Morning fog and drizzle should break with time. There may be a peek or two of sun through the clouds, but don't plan on much more than that. High temperatures will make a run at the upper 70s to near 80 degrees. Winds should continue to blow lightly from the south.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram.
More rain to come: The combined remnants of a dip in the jet stream that grabbed Helene northward and Helene itself are expected to gyrate toward the region through and probably beyond the weekend. By the time it's done, most of the area should see about 1 to 2 inches of rain, according to the Weather Prediction Center. Totals of 2 to 4 inches could be more common to the west and southwest, with 4 to 5 inches of rain along parts of the Blue Ridge near Skyline Drive.
Read more on the local weather setup from earlier Wednesday.

Precipitation forecast through Monday. (Weather Prediction Center) 
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Youth charged in slaying of teen at Brookland Metro deemed incompetent 
The teen charged with fatally shooting a 14-year-old at the Brookland-CUA Metro station in April was found incompetent to stand trial and must undergo treatment. 
By Keith L. Alexander | 2024-09-25

A Metro Transit Police vehicle is seen outside the Brookland-CUA Metro station in April after the fatal shooting of a teenager on the train platform. (Peter Hermann/The Washington Post) 


The 16-year-old charged in the fatal shooting of another teen at the Brookland-CUA Metro station in April is unfit for trial, a court-appointed psychologist has found, and must undergo rehabilitation aimed at restoring mental competency.
The youth sat quietly beside his public defender Wednesday inside a courtroom in D.C. Superior Court as a social worker detailed the findings of his mental evaluation.
The Washington Post, which generally does not identify defendants who are charged as juveniles, was allowed to attend the confidential court hearing on the condition that it not disclose the youth's name. Several of the teen's family members were also present.
The youth has pleaded not guilty to fatally shooting 14-year-old Avion Evans on the Metro platform in Northeast Washington shortly before 4 p.m. on April 4.
D.C. police have said the 16-year-old arrived at the outdoor platform with other teenagers and stood in the background as one of his friends and Avion began to fight. During the fight, according to police, the teen reached into his waistband and pulled out a handgun and shot Avion.
Police said Avion did not have a weapon and had stopped fighting with the other teen and was standing when the 16-year-old fired a single bullet into his chest. Authorities say the teen also pointed the gun at another teenager, but that youth ran away. There were more than a dozen other people on the platform at the time of the shooting, a D.C. homicide detective said at a previous hearing after the teen's arrest.
At the most recent hearing Wednesday, no details of the teen's diagnosis were disclosed in open court.
The teen's public defender asked Judge Kendra Briggs that the details be discussed privately with the prosecutor and court social worker. Briggs agreed, and after a nearly 10-minute discussion, the judge declared "based on information shared at the bench" that the youth will remain in the custody of the District's Department of Youth Rehabilitation Services. The next hearing was scheduled for Nov. 26.
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How far can Jayden Daniels take these Commanders? Ask The Post.
Can Jayden Daniels and the Commanders turn this season into something special? Barry Svrluga, Nicki Jhabvala and Sam Fortier take your questions.
By Barry Svrluga, Nicki Jhabvala, Sam Fortier | 2024-09-25
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By creating space for herself, Caitlin Clark stands alone
The Indiana Fever star brought new eyes to the women's professional basketball, and they're not all going to leave after her team's exit from the playoffs. 
By Sally Jenkins | 2024-09-26

Caitlin Clark stood alone in her WNBA rookie season. (Joe Buglewicz/Getty Images)


A select group of NBA pensioners are sitting around these days saying, "Yeah, I played against Larry in '84," or "I played with Magic back then." WNBAers eventually will say the same of Caitlin Clark, as soon as her rivals get over their elbow-swinging resentments of her. They'll even boast about sharing the court with her, once they realize they haven't been playing in her shadow, but rather, she has thrown light on their game.
Now that Clark and the Indiana Fever are out of the WNBA playoffs, barely beaten by the more mature Connecticut Sun, an appraisal of her asteroid-strike rookie year seems fitting. She cratered the court with new statistical records -- setting the WNBA single-season mark for assists, along with a rookie scoring record -- and commanded a TV viewership in the millions, even on NFL Sundays.
But numbers don't really describe, they only circumscribe. In puzzling out Clark's shock-effect on audiences and why she drew so much attention, go beyond stats and ratings and use your eyes. Clark always found a way to play in space, and thus stand apart.
You couldn't take your eyes off her for a good reason, and it had little to do with being a ponytailed media darling from the middle of the country. It had to do with her sheer visibility: Clark's style of play created a sense of new openings all around her. The audience had to watch her, because they knew in any fractional moment, something flickeringly, gaspingly unexpected was liable to happen, whether with a slice up the court and a leading pass that etches a fresh angle, or a stop-and-elevate frictionless bomb from near midcourt.
In a league that can seem cluttered and obscured by too much physicality and blighted by poor officiating, Clark somehow was able to consistently separate, even on just an extra foot of flooring. Take her quick slither to left and pogo-launch of a three-pointer that noiselessly netted Wednesday night to give the Fever a 71-70 lead with less than four minutes left against the Sun. Indiana had trailed by 11. First there was no breathing space -- and then there was.
The sense that Clark was able to part the crowds and create new pathways extended throughout the franchise. She not only flipped a team that started 1-8 into a playoff contender; she helped it become the highest-scoring outfit in the league after the Olympic break by collaborating with Kelsey Mitchell and Aliyah Boston.
"This team won five games three years ago," Clark said. "So we're a young group, a pretty inexperienced group, but we came together and had a lot of fun playing with one another. That's sometimes the worst part of it is you feel like you're playing your best basketball and then it has to end."

The Sun's DeWanna Bonner, right, was playing her 82nd career playoff game while Clark was in her second. (Joe Buglewicz/Getty Images)


Of course, at times she has felt like a full eclipse, and you couldn't blame long-suffering veterans for being bothered by that. Undoubtedly the game's decorated longtime players are sick of hearing about her, as if she's the only great who ever lived, when in fact Sheryl Swoopes and Cheryl Miller commanded TV audiences of millions back in the 1980s and '90s. But they weren't sustained. Not like this.
The season of Caitlin Clark actually has lasted nearly two years now -- going all the way back to the 2023 NCAA Final Four, when she made the collective audience's necks whip around by laying 41 points on Dawn Staley's No. 1 South Carolina. In 2024 she broke Pete Maravich's career collegiate scoring record, and in the NCAA tourney, the audience grew weekly -- to 12 million, then 14 million, and then 23 million. Clark went right from that without a breather into her WNBA rookie campaign, and promptly elevated the Fever's national TV audience higher than that for some NBA teams, including the San Antonio Spurs and Victor Wembanyama, according to Sports Media Watch.
The parallels with Larry Bird and Magic Johnson are too irresistible to ignore. Their arrival in the NBA in 1979 broke TV records, too. And the reason was, they created space and changed concepts for scoring with their pass-and-shoot skills. They broke templates and ushered in a new age -- and it made everyone who came after them strive to be more versatile and creative. That's Clark's influence too, as Johnson acknowledged with a post on X this season.
"Larry and I heightened the NBA's overall popularity," he wrote. "... The WNBA is now in a position to negotiate higher TV contracts and increase salaries for all of the talented players."
Clark will raise standards for everyone in the league -- and they still need raising, better conditions and privileges for all players. It was a mistake to view Clark as blotting out other worthies in the WNBA. Along with her phenomenon was more exposure for her opponents, and only myopic fans didn't develop unexpected new affinities for other players they hadn't watched closely before.
Anyone who tuned in to Clark against Connecticut on Wednesday night couldn't help but notice that the timeliest dagger-shooter on the floor was not her, but the Sun's Marina Mabrey. Or admire the brilliant midrange floaters of Alyssa Thomas, who had 19 points and 13 assists. You learned intriguing things about players you didn't know before, such as that the Sun's stalwart DeWanna Bonner, the 37-year-old mother of twins, now has played in a record-tying 82 playoff games.
With Clark and the Fever's exit from the playoffs, other teams and players will come to the fore. The audience may decrease -- but it will be interesting to see by how much. The floor will seem a little more vacant without her, but hopefully, she has left plenty of interest in other players behind, and they'll be seen in the new light.
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Fever hit a wall in crunch time, ending Caitlin Clark's rookie campaign
Caitlin Clark scores a game-high 25 but a late 10-0 run from Connecticut fuels the Sun to a first-round sweep, ending Clark's impressive rookie campaign.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-09-26

Caitlin Clark and the Fever found another gear after the Olympic break, but they ran out of gas in Game 2 of a first-round playoff series vs. the Sun. (Joe Buglewicz/Getty Images)


UNCASVILLE, Conn. -- The Indiana Fever's last gasp unfolded during a dizzying fourth-quarter run: Caitlin Clark, sensing playoff elimination fast approaching, drilled a midrange jumper and, not long after, a step-back three-pointer.
With momentum for an upset building, the ball started moving and rare scoring opportunities emerged against the Connecticut Sun's experienced and physical interior defense. For the first time in two postseason games, Clark was orchestrating an Indiana attack that resembled the high-octane group that led the WNBA in offensive efficiency after the midseason Olympic break.
But the Fever, clinging to a two-point lead with two minutes remaining, hit a wall in crunch time Wednesday night that ended its season. Thanks to clutch three-pointers from DeWanna Bonner and Marina Mabrey, the Sun scored 10 straight points in the closing minutes to claim an 87-81 Game 2 victory at Mohegan Sun Arena and sweep past Indiana into the WNBA semifinals. Connecticut will face the Minnesota Lynx in the next round; the Las Vegas Aces and New York Liberty will square off on the other side of the bracket.
Clark, Indiana's sensational rookie, led all scorers with 25 points. She added six rebounds and nine assists in a fierce performance facing elimination. When the game was in the balance, though, Connecticut's defense successfully forced the ball elsewhere, leading to Indiana turnovers and empty possessions that left the 22-year-old guard staring at her first extended break from basketball in well over a year.
"Basketball has really consumed my life for a year. It will be good for me to reflect back on everything that's happened," Clark said, noting how quickly she transitioned from leading the Iowa Hawkeyes to the NCAA championship game to becoming the WNBA's No. 1 draft pick. "I'm going to take some time to myself. [This season] was special. There were a lot of things this group accomplished that a lot of people didn't think were possible. [The offseason] will be a little weird for me for the first couple weeks, but I'm sure I'll get bored and pick up a basketball again."
Later, when asked if she planned to play overseas before the start of the 2025 WNBA season, Clark deflected with a joke: "I'm going to play golf until it gets too cold in Indiana. I'll be a professional golfer."
The season-ending loss opened with Clark and Bonner facing off in several tense exchanges that reflected Indiana's spot on the precipice and Connecticut's desire to avoid traveling to Indianapolis for a Game 3 on Friday. Sun Coach Stephanie White said before the game that she wasn't a fan of the WNBA's unusual format for the first round, which forces the higher-seeded team to play the rubber match on the road if it drops one of the first two games.
"We're always talking about ways we can improve it," White said. "Back in the day, the first one was on the road and then two at home. I didn't like that, either. I think the best way is 1-1-1. For us, it's about putting us as a league in position to do that. Nobody likes it."
Clark did her best to bring the series back to Gainbridge Fieldhouse, where the Fever led the league in attendance. After Fever Coach Christie Sides shook up her starting lineup, Indiana took an early 15-4 lead with Clark, who had struggled in a Game 1 loss, delivering a pair of early three-pointers and finding a streaking Kelsey Mitchell for a transition layup.
The Fever's offense endured cold stretches that proved to be its undoing: During a 10-minute run from the middle of the first quarter until the middle of the second, Clark was the only Indiana player to make a basket. Temi Fagbenle, who made her first start since May 28, went scoreless in the first half before making several key buckets during the final period. Aliyah Boston, who was waylaid by two early fouls, could only watch from the bench as Connecticut regained momentum.

Marina Mabrey, right, celebrates with the Sun bench after a key three-pointer late in the fourth quarter. (Joe Buglewicz/Getty Images)


The Sun's ability to generate more sources of offense during a grinding contest proved decisive. Bonner, who finished with 15 points and eight rebounds, showed her veteran savvy with back-to-back triples in the fourth quarter. Alyssa Thomas finished with 19 points and 13 assists, expertly balancing her own scoring with wise passing.
And Mabrey, who blew open Game 1 with a perimeter barrage, posted 17 points and six assists. The guard, who was acquired from the Chicago Sky in a midseason trade, came through with the shot of the night by hitting a three-pointer that gave Connecticut a four-point lead with 46 seconds left.
"It was a tough one because we climbed all the way back in," Clark said. "We definitely had our opportunities late. A few miscues. We couldn't quite get over the hump. It's a good little taste of what's possible for this franchise."
Indiana's narrow defeat left Sides to praise her team's "resiliency" after a 1-8 start to the season and a 93-69 loss in Game 1. Given the intense attention that has followed Clark since her college career, Sides made a point to praise the Fever's ability to withstand the negative scrutiny that comes with record-setting television audiences and attendance figures.
"The expectations were insane for us at the start of the season," Sides said. "What people thought we should be doing and the outside noise [our team] had to endure from Game 1 until now. There was a lot of hurtful, hateful speech out there that's happening. It's unacceptable. When it gets personal, there's no reason for it. ... We have some great years ahead of us with this young talent we have. When you're in it, it's hard to enjoy it."

Caitlin Clark wears a tough loss in her final postgame media session of the season. "We couldn't quite get over the hump," she said after the Fever's Game 2 loss. "It's a good little taste of what's possible for this franchise." (Joe Buglewicz/Getty Images)
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Jayden Daniels earns NFC offensive honors; Austin Ekeler ruled out
After a near-flawless performance in the win over the Bengals, coaches and teammates praise Daniels's cool under pressure. The task will be steeper at Arizona without RB Ekeler.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-09-26

Dan Quinn marvels about how undaunted Daniels can be: "The bigger the challenge for him, the bigger the smile and he just has that way about him." the Commanders' coach said. (Emilee Chinn/AP)


Only three weeks into his pro career, the accolades for Jayden Daniels are starting to pile up. On Wednesday, the Commanders quarterback was named the NFC offensive player of the week, an honor no Washington player had earned since Adrian Peterson in 2018.
Much of the praise for his play, which Monday night in Cincinnati was nearly perfect and included a 91.3 completion percentage, has focused on the quantifiable feats, of which there are many. Washington hasn't turned the ball over this season -- the last time it had three consecutive games without a turnover was 2012, when Robert Griffin III was the quarterback -- and hasn't punted in 17 drives.
There's more: Daniels has the second-most rushing yards among quarterbacks (171), the fourth-best passer rating (111.8) and the second-most expected points added, or EPA, per dropback (0.34).
But it's the unquantifiable that impresses Coach Dan Quinn and some of Daniels's teammates most.
After Washington's win over the Bengals, wide receiver Terry McLaurin praised the rookie's leadership.
"He tries to keep my head right," McLaurin said. "I do a good job of staying focused, but he's been telling me ever since the Tampa game [in Week 1] when we missed [a deep pass attempt]: 'I'm going to keep coming back to you. I'm going to keep coming back to you. Stay ready.' To have that confidence from your quarterback, it means a lot to me, especially from a young guy."
On Tuesday in Tempe, Ariz., where the Commanders are practicing for three days before facing the Arizona Cardinals in Glendale, Quinn lauded Daniels for his confidence.
"I keep using the word 'poise' ... because he's kind of always down for almost anything, like in the moment," Quinn said. "And I wish you guys could be on the sidelines. Sometimes the bigger the challenge for him, the bigger the smile, and he just has that way about him. And I've really felt that over the last couple weeks, and I thought it some in the preseason when we were ... getting ready, but it was a small sample size."
That poise was tested Monday, when Daniels not only starred in his first prime-time game but showed his range as a passer. His accuracy and decision-making were well-documented in his college years, but the pro game requires adjustments -- to the speed and size of players and often the breadth of plays. Daniels showed improvement in the preseason and during the first two regular season games, but it wasn't until Monday when offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury let Daniels air it out.
Daniels averaged 9.3 air yards per attempt and had a deep passing rate (20 or more air yards) of 17.4 percent, ranking fifth and seventh among qualifying quarterbacks, respectively. He averaged 4.7 yards per attempt and went deep on just 3.8 percent of his attempts in the first two games.
McLaurin was the target for all four of Daniels's deep pass attempts that traveled 20 or more yards in the air against the Bengals, the last of which resulted in the 27-yard game-sealing touchdown.
"To take a shot like that -- that was a big-time throw that he's going to continue to have to build on," said McLaurin, who has lobbied for more explosive plays from the offense for years. "It's going to help us going forward. I'm so excited for this team and I'm so excited for him because now, as a rookie, when you see those throws, you get more confidence. I think his confidence is just going through the roof right now. So we just got to keep building."
The Commanders' challenge against the Cardinals got a little steeper. Running back Austin Ekeler suffered a concussion and a laceration on his left ear and did not travel with the team to Arizona. On Wednesday, Quinn said neither Ekeler nor defensive end Clelin Ferrell (knee) will play Sunday.
Ekeler's absence is a significant blow to Washington's offense and special teams. In three games, Ekeler has 349 combined yards (rushing, receiving and returns) and leads the NFL in average yards after the catch (15.1)
His elusiveness and speed have been a boon for the Commanders. Without him, Washington will rely on Brian Robinson Jr. and Jeremy McNichols -- and possibly one of their practice squad running backs: Chris Rodriguez Jr., Michael Wiley and Kazmeir Allen.
"It's the right call for [Ekeler] on our short week, "Quinn said. "We'll have a chance to see what next week looks like then. But we do have confidence [in the running backs]. It's one of the groups that we have a deep crew that can roll strong. When called upon, we're certainly ready to do that. We're also excited for [McNichols]. He's somebody who hasn't gotten a lot of touches, a lot of opportunities, but I do know that he is somebody when given his chances, he does not miss his [opportunities]."
McNichols played just eight offensive snaps Monday but made his presence known with a body-slamming block in pass protection during Daniels's touchdown throw to McLaurin.

Jeremy McNichols had a big block on Jayden Daniels's 27-yard touchdown pass to Terry McLaurin against the Bengals. 


Although Daniels and his receivers drew praise for Monday's win, plenty of credit goes to Washington's offensive line, a group that has struggled with penalties and protection.
Washington continued to rotate left tackles Cornelius Lucas and Brandon Coleman, who played 30 and 29 snaps, respectively. Coleman in particular held up well against Bengals defensive end Trey Hendrickson, and the line overall was stout in pass protection. Daniels was pressured seven times, or 21.9 percent, on his dropbacks, the fifth-lowest rate in the NFL in Week 3.
The line also was not penalized -- thanks in part to guard Sam Cosmi, who at one point fell backward during Daniels's third-quarter pass to Noah Brown to avoid an illegal player downfield penalty.
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Eight impressive numbers from Jayden Daniels's sizzling start
The Commanders' rookie quarterback has helped keep punter Tress Way on the sideline while leading Washington to a 2-1 record.
By Scott Allen | 2024-09-26

Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels was all smiles Monday night. (Emilee Chinn/AP)


Washington Commanders rookie quarterback Jayden Daniels has improved in each of his two starts since throwing for 184 yards and rushing for 88 yards and two touchdowns in his NFL debut at Tampa Bay in Week 1.
The 23-year-old No. 2 pick in this year's draft announced himself to the NFL in a prime-time win over the Cincinnati Bengals on "Monday Night Football," completing all but two of his 23 passes for 254 yards and two touchdowns and adding a third score on the ground.
"That kid has poise, man," wide receiver Terry McLaurin said after catching four passes for 100 yards and a touchdown in the triumph, which improved Washington to 2-1. "I think he grew up tonight."
In the losing locker room, Bengals wide receiver Ja'Marr Chase offered a simple assessment of his fellow former LSU star. "He's a great effing player," Chase said. "I'm not going to lie."
The numbers don't lie, and here are eight that illustrate just how much Daniels and the Commanders' offense are thriving through three weeks.
Washington is the only team in the NFL that has not committed a turnover through three weeks, a testament to Daniels's ability to take care of the ball. He was charged with three fumbles in the Commanders' Week 1 loss to the Buccaneers, including a backward pass to running back Brian Robinson Jr. that bounced out of bounds on his first career snap, but Washington didn't lose any of them. Daniels joins Joe Theismann (1982), Mark Rypien (1990), Brad Johnson (1999), Todd Collins (2007) and Jason Campbell (2008) as the only Washington quarterbacks without an interception through their first three games of a season (with a minimum of 50 pass attempts). Last year's Week 1 starter, Sam Howell, had thrown five interceptions and lost a fumble by this point. According to Pro Football Reference, the last time the franchise opened the season with three turnover-free games was 1932, when it still called Boston home.
Perhaps Commanders punter Tress Way knew he wouldn't have much use for it when he agreed to give his No. 5 to Daniels after this year's draft. Way hasn't been called upon since punting three times in the opener -- excluding kneel-downs, Daniels has led scoring drives on 14 consecutive possessions dating from the fourth quarter of Week 1. The only other team to punt three or fewer times in its first three games since 1945 was the 1992 San Francisco 49ers, who finished 14-2 and lost to the Dallas Cowboys in the NFC championship game. With Daniels at the helm, Washington became the first team in the Super Bowl era (since 1967) with zero punts and zero turnovers in consecutive games.
Here's the list of quarterbacks -- rookie or otherwise -- to post a completion percentage of 79.5 percent or higher on a minimum of 50 pass attempts through three games in NFL history: Drew Brees (80.6 percent in 2018), Daniels (80.3 this season) and Tom Brady (79.5 percent in 2007). There are worse places for a rookie quarterback to find himself than sandwiched between a couple of future first-ballot Hall of Famers. Daniels's accuracy has improved in each of his starts -- from 71 percent in Week 1 to 79 percent in Week 2 to a ridiculous 91 percent (21 for 23) in Monday's win. Daniels's latest performance was the highest single-game completion percentage by a rookie in NFL history with a minimum of 20 pass attempts. He also broke Mark Brunell's single-game franchise record of 89 percent (24 for 27) set in 2006.
Daniels is the NFL's fourth-rated passer through three weeks, behind Josh Allen, Sam Darnold and Derek Carr. His 111.8 passer rating is the highest by a Washington quarterback over the first three games of a season since Brad Johnson (114.2) in 1999 and significantly better than Bears quarterback and fellow rookie Caleb Williams's 65.3 passer rating, which ranks the No. 1 pick in this year's draft 28th among qualified starters. It's early, but The Washington Post's Mark Maske says there's already room to wonder whether Chicago took the wrong quarterback.
Daniels carried the ball 12 times for 39 yards and a touchdown on "Monday Night Football," increasing his season rushing total to 171 yards on 38 attempts. Among quarterbacks, only former Washington standout Robert Griffin III rushed for more yards (198) in the first three games of his career. Daniels passed Philadelphia's Randall Cunningham (154 yards in 1985) and Detroit's Charlie Batch (160 yards in 1998) on that list against the Bengals.

Jayden Daniels runs during the first half of Monday's win. (Carolyn Kaster/AP)


After moving the chains five times with his legs against the Bengals, Daniels passed Baltimore's Lamar Jackson for the league lead among quarterbacks in that category this season. His 15 rushing first downs are tied with Cam Newton (2015 and 2020) for the second most by a quarterback through his team's first three games since 1970. Minnesota's Daunte Culpepper ran for 16 first downs in the Vikings' first three games in 2000.
Pro Football Focus gave Daniels's performance against the Bengals a grade of 95.9, which is the highest a Washington quarterback has received for a single game since PFF was founded in 2006 and the third-highest single-game grade for a rookie in the same span.
Thanks in part to his 27-yard touchdown pass to McLaurin on Monday that ranked as Washington's most improbable completion since at least 2016, Daniels's completion percentage over expected (CPOE) against the Bengals was plus-20.8 percent, the highest by a qualified passer in a game this season. CPOE is calculated by taking a passer's actual completion percentage and subtracting his expected completion percentage, which is based on a variety of factors, including the down and distance of the throw, coverage and pressure faced by the quarterback. Daniels' plus-7.4 CPOE through three weeks is the third highest in the league behind Brock Purdy (plus-9.8) and Jalen Hurts (plus-7.6).
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Matthew Berry is living in fantasyland now that the Commanders have a QB
Fantasy analyst/entrepreneur Matthew Berry, a fan of Washington's football team since the 1970s, loves what he sees in rookie Jayden Daniels.
By Des Bieler | 2024-09-26

"You hate to use the cliche, 'A star is born,' but [Monday] night, a star was born," Matthew Berry said of Jayden Daniels. (Courtesy of NBC Sports)


As excited as fantasy football analyst Matthew Berry is about his business ventures in that space, the events of Monday night sent him to the moon.
Not for fantasy-related reasons, but instead because of the very real way quarterback Jayden Daniels orchestrated an impressive win for Berry's beloved Washington Commanders.
"The NFL is a quarterback-driven league," Berry said Tuesday, approximately 12 hours after Daniels helped put the finishing touches on Washington's 38-33 win over the host Cincinnati Bengals, "and last night you saw -- you hate to use the cliche, 'A star is born,' but last night, a star was born."
Berry, a long-standing member of a relatively small group of celebrity Commanders fans, had reason to be geeked. In his third game after Washington made him the No. 2 pick in April's draft, Daniels picked apart the Bengals for 254 yards and two touchdowns on 21-for-23 passing, with another TD and 39 more yards on the ground.
It was a near-perfect performance in which Daniels set an NFL rookie record with a 91.3 completion percentage (minimum 20 attempts). Daniels's single-game grade of 95.9 from Pro Football Focus was not only the highest mark given to an NFL quarterback this year, but it was also the highest a Washington quarterback had earned in the history of the analytics website.
"I feel like, for honestly the first time in over 20 years, we have legit hope," Berry said. "For the longest time, Washington has been in the quarterback desert."
The 54-year-old analyst and entrepreneur has lived through the ups and downs of his favorite NFL franchise. He fell in love with the team as a child living in Charlottesville, where his father spent a few years as a professor at the University of Virginia before finding a home at Texas A&M. At that time, Jack Pardee was Washington's coach, and after he was let go following the 1980 season, Berry recalled being "very upset" that the rumored replacement, Bum Phillips, didn't get the job.
Instead, of course, it went to the less heralded Joe Gibbs, and glory years ensued. Gibbs helped make a Super Bowl winner of Joe Theismann -- the first player from whom Berry ever sought an autograph -- plus quarterbacking successors Doug Williams and Mark Rypien. Even if the names changed, the position always seemed to be in good hands during that period.
Things didn't go quite so well, at quarterback or in many other aspects of the franchise, after Daniel Snyder bought the team, and Berry expressed ebullience when Josh Harris took over last year with a new ownership group.
The Commanders haven't immediately become contenders since then, but what Berry found exciting was that "they are committed to winning."
"They're willing to spend the money necessary," he said of the new owners. "Whether it's on facilities, coaches, players or the field, they're willing to spend money to win, whereas that was not the M.O. under Dan Snyder."
So, with a thrilling rookie at quarterback, is it safe to dream big this season?
"It's the NFL. Anything is possible," said Berry, noting the Houston Texans and then-rookie C.J. Stroud defied expectations last year. The analyst, who appears on NBC's "Football Night in America," said he wasn't ready to declare the Commanders playoff-bound but felt that "suddenly is within the range of outcomes."
That optimism was fueled not only by Daniels's dissection of the Bengals but also by what Berry saw as excellent coaching. He gave credit to Coach Dan Quinn for the team's execution, including few penalties and no turnovers, and to offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury's "brilliant game plan," which featured wide receiver Terry McLaurin while still spreading around the ball.
Berry believes the 2-1 Commanders' outlook is aided by underwhelming performances from their division rivals. Washington already has beaten the 1-2 New York Giants, and the Dallas Cowboys (1-2) and Philadelphia Eagles (2-1) look "shaky" to him. The area of improvement Berry most wanted to see for Washington was on defense, where he said "the cupboard is bare" after years of fruitless drafts under former coach Ron Rivera.
The recent selection of Daniels, on the other hand, had Berry and fellow Commanders fan Dale Earnhardt Jr. texting each other with glee during the Bengals game. "Oh my God, we've got a quarterback," he said he wrote to the former NASCAR star.
Daniels's success didn't come out of nowhere to Berry, who placed him 10th among quarterbacks in his fantasy draft rankings, eighth for the just-completed Week 3 and third for the upcoming Week 4. Part of Berry's "really positive" forecast for Daniels was the expectation that the young quarterback would run for plenty of yards and that the Commanders' defense would force him to pass for many more. Also, Daniels "wasn't scared to throw deep" in college, which augured well for fantasy-friendly big plays at the professional level.
It was the "really huge" numbers Berry's Fantasy Life newsletter was pulling in a few years ago, he said, that led to the creation of a company of the same name that now reflects his entrepreneurial flair -- and was a major factor in his 2022 departure from ESPN after 15 years as the face of its fantasy offerings.
In his previous contract with ESPN, Berry had what he described as a "carve-out" to own and operate Fantasy Life, but when discussions turned toward a new pact, the sports-media giant wanted him to cut ties with it. A "very amicable" parting ensued, as did a partnership with NBC Sports, for which Fantasy Life provides fantasy and betting tools, plus appearances by its roster of analysts.
More recently, Berry's company acquired Guillotine Leagues, a site that hosts a format he called "the future of fantasy football." After participants draft their teams, the lowest-scoring squad each week is eliminated and the players from that roster become eligible for bidding by the rest of the league.
"It is, to me, the greatest way to play fantasy football," Berry said. "... I love the game so much, I bought the company."
As with legions of Commanders supporters who also loved the game Monday night, Berry has bought in to Daniels as the kind of rare talent that might be able to lift the franchise from its decades-long doldrums.
"I've been a lifelong fan," he said, "and [as of] last night, we have hope."
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From the World Series to the dog days, Patrick Corbin always took the ball
For six years with the Washington Nationals, Patrick Corbin always showed up and always cared.
By Barry Svrluga | 2024-09-25

Patrick Corbin got a World Series ring and his 100th career win in Washington. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post)


There should be a moment Thursday afternoon at Nationals Park, somewhere in the middle of the final weekday matinee of the season, when Dave Martinez emerges from the dugout and strides to the mound to take the ball from Patrick Corbin.
Corbin's eyes almost certainly will be downcast. The crowd should rise and thank him. Not for how the 35-year-old left-hander has pitched over the past five seasons. But because he pitched over the past five seasons and because he processes it like this: "I wouldn't change anything."
Anything? As Corbin heads into the last of his 170 starts as a Washington National, that doesn't quite check out, because by so many measures he has been -- and it's hard to type this -- the worst starting pitcher in baseball since 2020. There are numbers to back that up, and we'll get to them.
But that's also far too simple an evaluation of a pitcher whose six-year tenure with the Nats includes not just nine of the biggest outs in franchise history but so many moments that were necessary to get to those highest-leverage innings. That mattered in 2019, when he fit right into a monstrous rotation that helped win the World Series. That mattered since, when he struggled so often and just kept taking the damn ball.
"A lot has been said about him, obviously, in the last few years," said Nats legend Ryan Zimmerman, a former teammate. "I hope people remember him for what he did."
What he did was join Max Scherzer and Stephen Strasburg atop the most fearsome rotation in the sport. What he did was pitch 202 innings with a 3.25 ERA to help elevate the 2019 Nats from a wretched start into the postseason as an absolute train. What he did was come out of the bullpen in Game 5 of the division series at Dodger Stadium, recording the last out of the seventh inning before Anthony Rendon and Juan Soto homered to tie the score, then pitching a scoreless eighth. What he did was take the ball from Scherzer in Game 7 of the World Series, when the Nats trailed in Houston.
"I remember after each inning, Davey would kind of go, 'Where you at?'" Corbin said. "And I kept saying, 'We're good.'"
The following spring, when the pandemic shut down baseball and the world, Zimmerman helped broadcast a Zoom reunion of the team to rewatch Game 7 not just with one another but with the entire fan base on MASN.
"I mean, obviously I played in that game," Zimmerman said. "But I was rewatching it, and at one point I was like, 'Holy crap, Pat's still pitching!'"
He pitched the sixth, when the Nats were down 2-0. He pitched the seventh, by which time Rendon and Howie Kendrick had homered to give Washington a 3-2 lead. And he pitched the eighth, at which point the Nats' advantage had grown to 4-2. The champagne was on ice. Corbin kept mowing down Astros.
"You don't know when you're ever going to get back to the postseason or have a chance to pitch in those games," Corbin said. "So you just try to be available."
As it turns out, availability is Corbin's superpower. He came here, he said, because of Scherzer and Strasburg: "To be part of a rotation like that, I thought would be pretty special." He outlasted both.
This isn't to cover for the struggles, which were obvious. It's to acknowledge that his contributions to the young rotation he'll leave behind are real. In his six years with the Nats, Corbin not only never missed a start; he never missed a workout, a throwing session, a bullpen.
"No matter how good or bad he felt, mentally or physically, he just went out there and took the ball," said fellow lefty MacKenzie Gore, who counts Corbin as a mentor. "That's been something that we've been able to learn from him, and I think we've done a nice job of that as a staff."
So often, of course, Corbin took the ball when hope seemed scarce. Of the 173 pitchers who have thrown at least 300 innings over the past five seasons, no one has a higher ERA than Corbin's 5.61. No one has given up more than Corbin's 899 hits or Corbin's 491 runs or Corbin's 131 homers. No one has allowed opponents a higher batting average than Corbin's .296 or lost more decisions than Corbin's 70. In 38 of his 136 starts since 2020, he has allowed at least five earned runs -- most in the game. Ouch.
Through that prism, 2019 feels a long, long time ago. He presents every day as the same guy. But no one could be unaffected by that.
"I hated every second of losing and not pitching well," Corbin said.
But in all that time, only three pitchers in baseball have made more starts. Only a dozen have thrown more innings. He could have feigned injury and hid. "Never crossed my mind," he said. Maybe you can't draw a straight line between Corbin's professionalism and the fact that Gore and fellow young starters Jake Irvin, Mitchell Parker and DJ Herz haven't missed a single turn in the rotation this year. Maybe.
"That doesn't happen if we're not around him," Gore said.

Only three pitchers in baseball have made more starts than Corbin over the past five seasons. (Kamil Krzaczynski/Imagn Images)


So as he climbs the Nationals Park mound for the final time before his $140 million contract expires, what is Patrick Corbin's legacy?
"It's a complicated relationship between the D.C. fan base and him," said General Manager Mike Rizzo, who granted him that deal. "On one hand, he was a top-shelf free agent we wanted to attract here, and we got him. He was a key component of a world championship, the first one in D.C. in forever. And then we go into this rebuild, and he didn't have nearly the success in wins and losses and ERA. But he [pitched] every fifth day. That's huge."
In his six years here, we have grown to know him as a pitcher. But as a person? The bad baseball made that hard. He and his wife, Jen, had their first son in 2021, their second in July 2023. He has contributed a six-figure gift to the Washington Nationals Youth Baseball Academy, where a scoreboard now bears his name. The 2019 season, he said, "will always be the best season of my career." But his time in Washington has been more than that.
"Kind of been through it all," Corbin said Tuesday while sitting atop the bench in the dugout. "Really enjoyed it, through the highs and the lows. Doesn't seem like six years. We started a family, got to love the fans here and living here and everything. I'm definitely going to miss this -- this coaching staff, the training staff, a lot of the players, a lot of the behind-the-scenes people that people don't know about."
So whenever Martinez comes to take the ball from Corbin on Thursday -- be it in the second inning or the seventh -- tip a cap and offer some thanks. Every fifth day for six years, he took the ball. Every fifth day, he tried. Every fifth day, he cared. There's admiration -- and an example -- in that, whatever the results.

A scoreboard at the Nationals Youth Baseball Academy was named for Patrick and Jen Corbin. (Washington Nationals)
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The lonely life of a young pitcher is a little less lonely as a National
"Hopefully we're here for a long time, win a lot of ballgames, see if we can eventually, next couple years, play deep into October," Mitchell Parker said. "That's all we're aiming for."
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2024-09-26

DJ Herz, 23, was described as having a "childlike fire" by a teammate. (Dustin Satloff/Getty Images)


For a younger player, life in an MLB clubhouse can be an odd dance. By and large, veterans want to help. By and large, young players don't want to step on any toes. So they hang back and observe. When they ask questions, they sometimes do so tepidly, picking their spots. They are arriving where they always wanted to be. But at times, the journey can be a lonely one.
"Last year specifically, I was just trying to establish myself and learn as much as possible," Washington Nationals starter Jake Irvin said of his rookie season. "Not as much talking -- more observing and trying to figure out what works best for me, what works really well for other guys and what I can take from that."
For the young arms who were in the spotlight with the Nationals this summer, though, things have been a bit different.
"Now it's developing relationships," Irvin said.
There's DJ Herz, 23, who is described as having a "childlike fire" by a teammate who also belongs to Gen Z. There's Irvin, 27, supposedly the veteran of the bunch, going through all this with MacKenzie Gore, 25. And Mitchell Parker, 24, once the quietest guy around, now has a locker where teammates stop and chat.
"Hopefully we're here for a long time, win a lot of ballgames, see if we can eventually, next couple years, play deep into October," Parker said. "That's all we're aiming for."

Jake Irvin, 27, is in his second season with the Nationals. (Gene J. Puskar/AP) 


The aforementioned quartet -- Gore, Herz, Parker and Irvin -- was cobbled together in 2024, then started to emerge for the Nationals, who wrap up their season Sunday. The four have given Washington fans reason to hope in 2025, and perhaps even beyond. Yes, this was not a perfect season for any of them. Each has an ERA between 4.00 and 4.50. In mid-June, the starting rotation's collective ERA was 3.77. Since then, it's 4.98. Each had a stretch where he looked like a legit big league arm -- and another stretch where he was frustrated by the results.
And so they talk. They talk during bullpen sessions, sure, but on the team plane, too. They actually know about one another as human beings this season, which eventually gives way to more baseball-relevant chats.
You wouldn't peg Irvin, a right-hander, and the lefty Gore as a natural pair -- not only does their pitching arm differ, so does their pitching style -- yet they have become close compatriots. Above all else, the organization has prioritized throwing strikes, so they've figured that out together. They found commonality in their bad starts: They have noncompetitive misses. Those misses are driven by their direction toward the plate. So they chat.

Mitchell Parker, once the quietest guy around, now has a locker where teammates stop and chat. (John McDonnell/AP) 


They also chat, often, about sequencing. Stuff Plus -- a metric that grades the nastiness of a pitcher's arsenal -- grades Parker (88), Irvin (94) and Herz (100) at or below league average, making their approach to hitters of particular importance. Herz learns about sequencing his change-up from watching Parker's splitter and looks for guidance in Gore's heater. Irvin has a big curveball that he uses more often than almost anyone in baseball, offering a thread for Parker and Herz to pull as they refine their breaking pitches.
They have insisted this isn't a scientific process. Herz and Parker often talk about pitch grips in the clubhouse, but when asked about it, Parker laughed and said, "No productive conversations there." There are problems they're still grasping at -- the "trying trap," for instance, the balance between giving everything they've got while keeping a slow heartbeat on the mound. There's the management of a full-season schedule and arm care. Sometimes, too, there's someone else within earshot.
"I also listen discreetly," Manager Dave Martinez said with a grin. "Sometimes, some guys are not very good self-evaluators, and you have to chime in. ... But for me, I'm not going to dictate stuff to them. I'm not -- until I need to."
This young group could expand or contract, depending on offseason developments. Cade Cavalli was supposed to join the rotation midseason before Tommy John-related roadblocks made him a likelier bet to get his crack in 2025. Josiah Gray's early-season injury and midseason Tommy John surgery could keep him out through 2025, or he could rejoin the staff late next season.
And then there are the big what-ifs: What if ownership offers the money for the front office to spend? And, if that is the case, what if the front office chooses to use said dollars on a set-it-and-forget-it, sub-3.50-ERA starter that this team hasn't had since Max Scherzer walked the halls of Nationals Park?

MacKenzie Gore and the Nationals wrap up their season Sunday. (John McDonnell/AP) 


But there's a degree of pride the current quartet has taken, simply, in its youth. Only three teams have gotten more starts from pitchers 27 and under. They've all trudged past a career high in innings. They have key contributors who are as likely to discuss pitch shape as they are to discuss the duties bestowed on a rookie, such as carrying your teammates' bags.
What they are not, Irvin explained as if he was reading characters from a heist movie, is a natural squad. Parker is from New Mexico and raises goats in the offseason. Gore is a quiet North Carolina kid at first but becomes a chatterbox as time passes. Herz is the young guy. Irvin has a background playing sports that "people here don't relate to very well."
"We're all totally different away from the game mound, but when we're on the mound, for the most part, we're no different," Irvin said. "We're competitors. We're bulldogs."
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UNLV quarterback leaves program amid dispute over NIL payments
Matthew Sluka announced on X that he would use a redshirt year after "certain representations ... were not upheld." 
By Jesse Dougherty | 2024-09-25

UNLV quarterback Matthew Sluka announced on X that he will no longer play for the Rebels. (Ed Zurga/AP)


The UNLV football team -- 3-0 and an early contender to represent the Group of Five conferences in the College Football Playoff -- just lost its starting quarterback. But Matthew Sluka didn't injure his knee or another body part. He is leaving the program because of a dispute over name, image and likeness (NIL) money.
Sluka's agent, Marcus Cromartie of Equity Sports, told ESPN on Wednesday that Sluka was verbally promised a "minimum of $100,000" by an assistant coach to join the Rebels, then none of that money was paid.
Cromartie also told ESPN that since Sluka enrolled there has been "no effort" by UNLV's donor-funded NIL collective to "formalize a contract at that amount." ESPN reported that the only money Sluka has received is $3,000 for relocation expenses. No contract was signed, according to two people familiar with the situation, though Sluka's camp told multiple outlets that the collective eventually offered $3,000 per month for this season -- far below the number it says was dangled by the assistant coach.
By redshirting now, Sluka maintains a year of eligibility, allowing him to jump to a new school once the transfer portal opens in December. He joined UNLV after playing four seasons at Holy Cross, a Football Championship Subdivision program.
"I have decided to utilize my redshirt year and will not be playing in any additional games this season," Sluka wrote on social media. "I committed to UNLV based on certain representations that were made to me, which were not upheld after I enrolled. Despite discussions, it became clear that these commitments would not be fulfilled in the future. I wish my teammates the best of luck this season and hope for the continued success of the program."
A key point here: Yes, NIL collectives and schools work together, even if a plain reading of NCAA prohibition on "pay for play" would say that's not allowed. If they didn't, lawyers or former school fundraisers would be deciding how much to pay a middle linebacker in the portal without input from the coaching staff, which obviously isn't happening. But NIL collectives and schools are separate entities, meaning a verbal offer from an assistant coach does not automatically equal a pledge from the collective associated with the athletic department.
UNLV's NIL collective, Friends of UNILV, is managed by Blueprint Sports, which operates collectives at multiple schools. The UNLV athletic department and Blueprint Sports issued statements Wednesday. Despite multiple attempts, The Washington Post could not reach anyone from Equity Sports.
From a UNLV spokesman: "Football player Matthew Sluka's representative made financial demands upon the University and its NIL collective in order to continue playing. UNLV Athletics interpreted these demands as a violation of the NCAA pay-for-play rules, as well as Nevada state law. UNLV does not engage in such activity, nor does it respond to implied threats. UNLV has honored all previously agreed-upon scholarships for Matthew Sluka."
From a Blueprint Sports spokeswoman: "To clarify, there were no formal NIL offers made during Mr. Sluka's recruitment process. Additionally, Friends of UNILV did not finalize or agree to any NIL offers while he was part of the team, aside from a completed community engagement event over the summer. At Blueprint Sports and Friends of UNILV, we take our commitments very seriously. We would like to emphasize that we have upheld all Friends of UNILV contracts this season, and have not defaulted on any agreements with Mr. Sluka."
Nothing happens in a vacuum in college sports. Sluka is leaving UNLV while the school is at the center of conference realignment discussions. In court, a potential settlement for House v. NCAA -- the one that could permit schools to share revenue with athletes directly -- hinges, at least in part, on whether the NCAA and the power conferences would agree to settle without provisions that would greatly limit the spending and influence of collectives. The deadline for the sides to rework the settlement draft, then resubmit it to Judge Claudia Wilken, is Thursday. If the previous hearing was any indication, a lot would have to change for Wilken to grant preliminary approval. Only the future of the industry rides on her opinion.
In theory, schools paying athletes directly could make these types of situations less common. But labor advocates are already taking their analysis a step further: Athlete employment, which the NCAA desperately wants to fend off, would allow for collective bargaining, which could lead to employment contracts, which would make it very unlikely a quarterback leaves a school midseason because of an alleged broken promise on money.
Sluka had started all three of the Rebels' games this season, completing 21 of 48 passes for 318 yards, six touchdowns and an interception. When he entered the transfer portal in December, he initially negotiated with programs on his own, according to two NIL collective leaders who spoke with him. Equity Sports then announced in January that it had brought Sluka on as a client. But his transfer timeline was different from many players', especially younger ones. To graduate from Holy Cross, he couldn't join another team for spring practice, eventually getting to UNLV over the summer.
Now he'll train for a few months and start the process again.
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Staggering to the line, Nats are shut out for a third straight game
Improving on last season's record seemed like a certainty for much of the season. Then the offense up and left during the campaign's final stretch.
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2024-09-26

Dylan Crews and the Nationals are wondering where the offense has gone during the season's final week. (Nick Wass/AP)


A season of disappointment at the plate may have found its nadir Wednesday night for the Washington Nationals in their 3-0 loss to the Kansas City Royals at Nationals Park.
The Nationals were shut out for the third consecutive game and have failed to score for 31 innings. Against a Royals team fighting for a wild-card spot in the American League, the Nationals managed just two singles and five walks, leaving rookie left-hander DJ Herz with no margin for error.
Herz pitched well in his final start, working five innings while allowing just one run on three hits. But it wasn't enough to halt a three-game skid. The Nationals (69-89) have lost eight of nine and will need to win two of their final four games to match last season's 71-91 record.
Manager Dave Martinez sat down at the dais after the game and, before fielding a question from reporters, uttered only an "ugh." He was then asked if it was time to preach a new message to his batters.
"I mean, I could tell them, 'Go ahead and try to hit home runs, swing for the fences.' That ain't going to work," Martinez said. "Just get a good pitch you can hit and really try to drive the ball."
It didn't matter that Kansas City (84-74) entered this series on a seven-game losing streak, nor that this was effectively a kitchen-sink game for the Royals after starter Michael Lorenzen (who had been activated from the injured list before the game) exited after 21/3 innings with lower body fatigue.
During this scoreless run, the Nationals have faced 16 pitchers and have been baffled by all of them. They have left 24 men on base.
"Obviously, guys are frustrated or disappointed," outfielder Joey Gallo said. "But when things don't go their way, I thought we've still done a pretty good job of going out and playing defense and trying to win the game and giving ourselves the best opportunity still."
The offensive scarcity has meant that anything even nearly responsible for a run has been met with an outsize reaction. In the second inning, Jose Tena was perhaps overexcited when Gallo ripped a first-pitch heater 363 feet and had to backtrack from beyond second base back to first when Royals right fielder Tommy Pham tracked it down at the wall.
With two on and two out in the fifth, James Wood got a 1-2 sinker right down the middle and made loud enough contact to stir the crowd. The ball died a good 40 feet from the wall in right field. And in the seventh, Ildemaro Vargas and Drew Millas led off with back-to-back walks. Jacob Young and Nasim Nunez followed with strikeouts before Dylan Crews (hitting .190 in his first 105 major league at-bats) flied out to the wall in right.
"There's nothing more frustrating than hitting balls hard and guys making plays on them," Gallo said. "It's just part of the game."
Fastballs -- the one pitch the Nationals flourished against in the season's first five months -- have been beaten into the ground repeatedly during this skid.
"There's certain guys that can hit home runs. We get that. Right now, we don't have those guys," Martinez said. "So they've got to learn how to stay within themselves and drive the ball to the middle of the field. And once they get better, once they understand the strike zone, the home runs are going to come."
The silver lining remains the pitching, and the Nationals' final turn of the rotation has begun well. After left-hander Mitchell Parker closed his season with five scoreless innings Tuesday, Herz produced five strong innings, walking three and striking out three while wrapping his season with a 4.16 ERA.
Given where he started the year -- in Class AAA Rochester, far from a blue-chip prospect, with command issues -- this campaign was a success for him and the organization; he finishes as Washington's best second-half starter. He was not necessarily at his sharpest Wednesday, and a leadoff walk came back to bite him in the third inning -- a single, a flyout and a single gave the Royals a 1-0 lead. But he retired eight of the final nine Royals he faced, the contact getting weaker as the game progressed.
"[Pitching coaches Jim Hickey and Sean Doolittle] told me they were proud of me, and I'm proud of myself getting through this first one," Herz said. "Davey made a joke after I came out, he was like, 'Early on, when you first got up here, that might not have went well in the second or third inning.' And he's like, 'I'm proud that you battled through today. You grinded.'"
His 27.7 percent strikeout rate ranks third among rookie starters with at least 80 innings under their belt, trailing only Pittsburgh Pirates righty Paul Skenes and Los Angeles Dodgers righty Yoshinobu Yamamoto.
Eduardo Salazar entered in the sixth and allowed three straight hits and two runs to the middle of Kansas City's order, giving the Royals a 3-0 lead and accounting for the final margin.
Notes: Martinez said CJ Abrams -- who was optioned to Class AAA Rochester on Saturday for nonperformance reasons -- reported to the team facilities in West Palm Beach, Fla., and has begun to work out and participate in drills. He will remain there until the end of Washington's season.
"Everybody there said he was actually very upbeat," Martinez said. "He did everything he was asked to do. So that's good. I'm glad that he did that and had a really positive attitude."
Martinez said he plans to regularly check in with the shortstop.
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After mom took first-ever flight to see her, this WNBA veteran shined
Tiffany Hayes came out of retirement to become a sparkplug for a Las Vegas Aces team that always has 'a role for ballers.'
By Kareem Copeland | 2024-09-25

In her first season with Las Vegas, guard Tiffany Hayes helped the Aces beat the Storm in the playoffs. (Ronda Churchill/AP)


LAS VEGAS -- Jenny Hayes had never flown on a plane before this week. In fact, she flat-out refused.
The mother of Las Vegas Aces guard Tiffany Hayes even had a plane ticket to Paris to see her daughter play on Azerbaijan's three-on-three basketball team at the Olympics this summer, but she "chickened out," as Tiffany put it.
She couldn't miss these WNBA playoffs, though. Her daughter had come out of brief retirement in May to join Las Vegas, which was looking to become the second team in league history to win three straight titles. So she flew here to see the Aces take their first step.
The fourth-seeded Aces did just that by defeating the fifth-seeded Seattle Storm, 83-76, in Game 2 on Tuesday night and advancing to the semifinals, where they'll face the top-seeded New York Liberty in a rematch of the 2023 Finals.
"The fact that she got on her first flight ever is crazy to me," said Hayes, who turned 35 last week. "She's been a lot of places, but she drives everywhere."
Kelsey Plum matched a playoff career high with 29 points in the clincher, but she shot 1 for 8 in Sunday's Game 1 -- and Hayes picked up the slack. The 12th-year veteran scored 20 points; it was the sixth time she reached that number in a postseason game. Her contributions were needed as the Aces rallied from a horrific first quarter. In Game 2, she scored nine points and had two huge defensive moments, sprinting back when the Storm seemed to have easy fast-break layups and poking the ball away from behind.
She was glad her mom could witness those moments in person -- and, after Game 1, she gave Jenny a shout-out.
"I felt like I've been to so many games [that] it didn't matter that I came or not," Jenny Hayes said. "But after hearing what she said, I was like, 'My God, it does matter.'"
Three-time MVP A'ja Wilson, who had 24 points, 13 rebounds and two blocks in Game 2, remembers being at a steak house when Hayes told the story of her mom. Jenny Hayes created an AAU team and coached Tiffany when she was growing up in Lakeland, Fla. Tiffany credits her mother for instilling her work ethic, which shows up in her constant energy to the floor. Jenny Hayes said she used to have her players run sprints and insisted her daughter go harder than everyone else on the team to avoid other parents accusing her of favoritism.
Tiffany Hayes started 274 of 317 career games before signing with the Aces, with whom she has come off the bench and sacrificed her own numbers for team success.
"That's our game changer," Wilson said. "She's really one of our X factors when it comes to just, when we need anything, whether it's a stop, whether it's energy, whether it's a bucket, we turn to Tiff."

Hayes made hustle plays Tuesday to keep the Aces in control. (Ethan Miller/Getty Images)


Hayes, who won two national titles at the University of Connecticut, spent the bulk of her WNBA career with Atlanta. She reached the Finals in 2013, when the Dream was swept by the Minnesota Lynx, and has not been back. Last season, she was a key player for the Connecticut Sun, and after the Sun lost to the Liberty in the semifinals, she announced her retirement in December.
She was interested in other endeavors; Hayes owns a gym and has a headphones line with Mindzet and an upcoming fashion line named Seyah Renara. Decades of basketball were taking a toll on her body, and Hayes felt she was missing out on important life events.
WNBA teams gauged her interest in returning, and Hayes told her agent to stop fielding the calls. Then something changed for the 2017 all-star.
"When [the Aces] called, he hit me like, 'Hey, I know you told me to tell them no, but I feel like a team like this, I feel like you should be able to make the decision on whether it's a no or not,'" she said. "So when he told me who it was, I was like, 'Hmmm.'"
The fit looked snug, a role backing up all-stars Plum and Jackie Young and filling in for six-time all-star point guard Chelsea Gray, who would miss time early in the season with a foot injury suffered in last year's Finals.
Aces Coach Becky Hammon didn't believe Hayes was sold on retirement, so she took a chance. 
"I was just going to shoot my shot, to be quite honest," Hammon said. "The worst she can say is no to us. She just basically said she was retiring from the WNBA. She didn't say [she] was retiring from basketball. So to me, that kind of left the door a little bit open. ... I had always loved her game. I always loved her as a competitor. And I've always loved her vibe. ... I've always got a role for ballers -- microwave scorers."
The Aces added an elite scorer to a team with plenty others. Now, they'll face their biggest test during their three-peat quest.
The Liberty advanced to the 2023 Finals after adding MVPs Breanna Stewart and Jonquel Jones, and this year New York looks even better. Hammon called the Liberty the best team in the league all season and said it has been playing as if it's angry after losing in four games in last year's championship series.
The best-of-five semifinal showdown, which begins Sunday in Brooklyn, will be the matchup fans have looked forward to all season.
"New York is a lot better than they were last year, just plain and simple," Plum said. "They're bigger. They shot the ball at a better clip. If you go down the line, pound for pound individually, all of them are better basketball players. So credit to them. For us, we have to focus on what we do. ... Sometimes we can be our own worst enemy. Listen, they kicked our butt all three times [in the regular season]. ... But to be honest, this is a new season and this is like a fresh start."
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Fausto Severino out as the Nationals' director of international operations
 In 2021, Severino was named the organization's International Scout of the Year.
By Andrew Golden | 2024-09-25

(Scott Taetsch/Getty Images) 


The Washington Nationals did not renew the contract of Fausto Severino, their director of international operations, according to two people familiar with the matter. Severino on Wednesday confirmed he would not return to the organization, where he had worked since 2009. He was promoted to his current role this past offseason after Johnny DiPuglia resigned as international scouting director.
"All I have to say is that I am grateful to the Lerner Family and Mike Rizzo for taking a chance on me 15 years ago and being a part of a championship team," Severino wrote in a text message. "I will continue to pursue a career in professional baseball and try to impact another organization positively the way we have the Nats over our tenure."
Severino joined the Nationals in 2009 as an administrator at their Dominican Summer League academy and stayed in that role until 2014, when he was promoted to the academy's director. He also served as the team's Latin America crosschecker and director of Latin American scouting. In 2021, he was named the organization's international scout of the year.
The Nationals' recent international classes have not been fruitful, though there have been some bright spots, including second baseman Luis Garcia Jr., who has had a strong year, and reliever Jose A. Ferrer, who has a 1.29 ERA in 11 appearances in September. Washington has brought in a handful of prospects on large signing bonuses in recent years, only to see them struggle.
Outfielder Cristhian Vaquero, signed for a club-record $4.925 million in 2022, underwhelmed in his first full season at low Class A Fredericksburg. Infielder Armando Cruz has a career .226 batting average; he signed for $3.9 million in 2021.
Severino had an opportunity to sign just one class as director of international operations. This year's group was headlined by outfielder Victor Hurtado and infielder Angel Feliz, whose bonuses took up $4.5 million of the nearly $6 million the Nationals were allotted for international signings.
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Contenders or pretenders? Rating the NFL's five undefeated teams.
The Chiefs, Bills, Vikings, Steelers and Seahawks are all 3-0. Not all of them are for real.
By Neil Greenberg | 2024-09-25

Quarterback Justin Fields has led the Pittsburgh Steelers to a surprising 3-0 start. (AP Photo/Jack Dempsey)


The end of Week 3 in the NFL is one of the most discussed segments of the regular season because of the playoff implications for 3-0 teams. Since 2002, when the league expanded to 32 franchises, there have been 106 teams that started 3-0, with 77 of those making the playoffs, per Pro Football Reference.
So which of this season's five 3-0 teams are contenders, and which are pretenders? To help answer that question, we will debut our NFL playoff projections, where you will find each team's forecast for the 2024 season -- including how many wins we can expect, the probability of making the playoffs and Super Bowl odds.
Kansas City Chiefs
Power rating: +61/2 points better than an average team on a neutral field
The Chiefs are undefeated and on everyone's Super Bowl contender short list. The betting markets and our own projections see them as a lock for the playoffs, with expectations for a deep postseason run. They benefit from a relatively weak division as the only AFC West team with a positive power rating.
There are some warning signs, though. After adjusting their success rates on offense and defense -- how often they convert or allow a series to convert into a new set of downs or a touchdown -- for strength of schedule, the Chiefs are the 13th-best squad of 2024, per Aaron Schatz's defense-adjusted value over average. Defensive turnovers have been kind to the Chiefs, accounting for almost 17 points above what we would expect in their games this season, per TruMedia. And Kansas City is not dominating games, playing with the lead just a third of the time.
These situational metrics don't appear to be compromising the Chiefs' chances to win a third straight Super Bowl, but they're worth keeping an eye on.
Buffalo Bills
Power rating: +41/2 points better than an average team on a neutral field
Fresh off a 47-10 victory over the Jacksonville Jaguars, the Bills rank No. 1 in Schatz's defense-adjusted value over average and are producing nearly 24 more points per game than expected taking into account offense and defense. There is some turnover luck involved, but unlike the Chiefs, the Bills have played with a lead almost two-thirds of the time, per TruMedia.
Josh Allen, meanwhile, leads the league in passer rating (133.7) and ESPN's Total Quarterback Rating (92.6) and is ranked fourth among QBs by Pro Football Focus.
Minnesota Vikings
Power rating: +2 points better than an average team on a neutral field
The Vikings are another team whose success has been fueled in large part by their quarterback. Sam Darnold has been highly efficient, completing 53 of 78 passes for 657 yards and a league-leading eight touchdowns. Yet he's adding just 2.5 more points per game via his passing than we would expect based on the down, distance and field position of each throw -- which ranks 14th in the NFL.
The Vikings' adjusted success rates, per DVOA, are also average, ranking 16th heading into Week 4. While their fast start gives them the best odds of making the playoffs and winning the NFC North, they rank third in power rating in the division, behind the Lions (+3) and Packers (+21/2).
Pittsburgh Steelers
Power rating: +1/2 point better than an average team on a neutral field
Coach Mike Tomlin is on track for an 18th consecutive season in which his team finishes at least .500. The offense, ranked 18th per DVOA, is the liability. The Steelers are scoring almost six fewer points per game than expected, a mark that is contra to most successful playoff teams. Since 2020, when the playoff field expanded to seven teams per conference, 33 teams have entered Week 4 with an offensive efficiency as bad or worse than the Steelers, per TruMedia. Just seven of those teams made the playoffs, five of which lost in the opening round.
But Pittsburgh remains a solid bet to make the playoffs, and is essentially tied with the 1-2 Baltimore Ravens as the AFC North favorites.
Seattle Seahawks
Power rating: +1/2 point better than an average team on a neutral field
Seattle is undefeated after beating the Denver Broncos, New England Patriots and Miami Dolphins. Denver had a preseason win total of 51/2, the second lowest to the Patriots (41/2), and the Dolphins are without injured quarterback Tua Tagovailoa.
The Seahawks will need to string together some wins against competitive teams to move beyond pretender status, and they'll have the opportunity to start Monday night against the Lions. But as things stand now, they have a 56 percent chance of making the playoff field while ranking a distant second behind the San Francisco 49ers in the NFC West.
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College football best bets: Alabama as a home underdog? Yes, please. 
With Georgia coming to town, the Crimson Tide is getting points at home for the first time since 2007.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-09-26

Keon Sabb and the rest of the Alabama defense hope to shut down Georgia on Saturday. (John Fisher/Getty Images)


Things just aren't going right after yet another 1-3 week, putting my season record at a ghastly 5-11. A get-right weekend is just around the corner. I can feel it.
This column will give out four college football picks per week: the game of the week, a favorite, an underdog and a wild card, which can be anything (another favorite or underdog in a game that might be flying under the radar or a total, for instance). Hopefully we'll all be in good shape by the time the clock hits zero at the national championship game in Atlanta on Jan. 20.
All times Eastern.
No. 2 Georgia at No. 4 Alabama
7:30 p.m. Saturday, ABC
The pick: Alabama +21/2 (FanDuel)
The Crimson Tide hasn't been a home underdog since Nov. 3, 2007, when it got 61/2 points in a seven-point loss to LSU. The Bulldogs haven't lost a regular season game since Nov. 7, 2020, when they fell to Florida. Something probably will have to give here, and I'm siding with Alabama, which has the defense to shut down a Georgia offense that has struggled to generate big plays. 
The Bulldogs have gained at least 10 yards on just 44 scrimmage plays, which ranks 98th in the country, while the Crimson Tide has allowed just 31 such plays (13th nationally). Georgia also has struggled to generate quality possessions: Its Eckel rate (the percentage of possessions that have resulted in a touchdown of at least 40 yards or a first down inside the opponent's 40-yard line) is just 40 percent, which ranks 75th, and it's averaging just 3.12 points from those successful possessions, which is 79th. Alabama's defense ranks 16th and fifth in those categories and should keep things close enough to at least cover.
Nebraska at Purdue
Noon Saturday, Peacock
The pick: Nebraska -10 (DraftKings)
This will be the third time the Boilermakers face a team coming off a disheartening loss, and the first two games ended poorly for Purdue: It lost, 66-7, to Notre Dame on Sept. 14 (coming off the Fighting Irish's upset loss to Northern Illinois) and then fell, 38-21, last weekend at Oregon State (one week after the Beavers lost to rival Oregon). Notre Dame and Oregon State averaged 351.5 rushing yards against the Boilermakers, and now Nebraska -- coming off an overtime loss to Illinois -- gets to take out its frustrations on a team that simply isn't very good: Purdue has converted just 3 of 21 third-down attempts against Football Bowl Subdivision opponents and managed just 57 passing yards against the Beavers. Nebraska couldn't get anything going on the ground against Illinois, but Saturday's opponent won't present the same challenge. Nebraska rolls.
Washington State at No. 25 Boise State
10 p.m. Saturday, Fox Sports 1
The pick: Washington State +71/2
This is a lot of points to lay for a Broncos team that has given up 82 points to the two FBS teams it has played. One of those teams was Oregon, and there's really no shame in giving up 37 to a talent-laden team such as the Ducks. But Boise State also gave up 45 to Georgia Southern, which has scored all of 33 points combined in its two other games against FBS opponents. With quarterback John Mateer running the offense, Washington State boasts 33 plays that have gained at least 20 yards, behind only seventh-ranked Miami and sixth-ranked Mississippi, and Boise State's defense is 125th in explosiveness allowed. This isn't to say Boise State running back Ashton Jeanty (nation-leading 10.5 yards per carry) won't have a big day against a Cougars rushing defense that has struggled in that department, but I think Washington State can keep pace against a similarly porous defense.
Washington at Rutgers
8 p.m. Friday, Fox
The pick: Under 46 (DraftKings)
The Huskies and Scarlet Knights are not in any particular hurry, with Rutgers ranking 120th out of 134 FBS teams in seconds per play (29.3) and Washington ranking 104th at 28.5. Plus, the Scarlet Knights are more than content to work the clock with running back Kyle Monangai, who is averaging 6.4 yards per carry: Rutgers has run the ball on 65.3 percent of its scrimmage plays, less than just seven other teams, three of them service academies. And while the Scarlet Knights' rushing defense is worrisome, its passing defense is approaching elite status at 10th in success rate allowed per dropback and 30th in expected points allowed per dropback.
Washington has been able to move the ball through the air -- quarterback Will Rogers is averaging 9.4 yards per attempt (tied for 18th in the nation) and has yet to throw an interception -- but all three of the FBS opponents he has faced have had below-average pass defenses. There's also the fact that the Huskies are making a cross-country trip to play on a short week. It all adds up to a low-scoring game.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-09-26
NFL
8:15 p.m. Dallas at New York Giants >>> Prime Video, WJFK (106.7 FM), WTEM (980 AM)
MLB
1 p.m. Kansas City at Washington >>> MASN2, WJFK (106.7 FM), WDCN (87.7 FM)
3:30 p.m. Texas at Oakland >>> MLB Network
7 p.m. Baltimore at New York Yankees >>> MASN, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
7:30 p.m. Miami at Minnesota >>> MLB Network
11 p.m. San Diego at Los Angeles Dodgers >>> MLB Network (joined in progress)
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
7:30 p.m. Army at Temple >>> ESPN
NHL PRESEASON
7 p.m. Boston at New York Rangers >>> NHL Network
GOLF
8 a.m. DP World Tour: Open de Espana, first round >>> Golf Channel
11:30 a.m. Presidents Cup, first day >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
12:45 p.m. UEFA Europa League: Rangers at Malmo >>> CBS Sports Network
3 p.m. UEFA Europa League: Athletic Club at Roma >>> CBS Sports Network
6 p.m. Copa Libertadores quarterfinal, second leg: Flamengo at Penarol >>> BeIN Sports
8:15 p.m. Copa Sudamericana quarterfinal, second leg: Athletico Paranaense at Racing Club >>> BeIN Sports
TENNIS
5 a.m. ATP: Japan Open, early rounds; WTA: China Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
\10 p.m. ATP: Japan Open, quarterfinals; ATP/WTA: China Open,early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
WOMEN'S COLLEGE SOCCER
7 p.m. Louisville at Virginia Tech >>> ACC Network
7 p.m. Texas at Mississippi >>> SEC Network
8 p.m. Rutgers at Michigan >>> Big Ten Network
10 p.m. Wisconsin at UCLA >>> Big Ten Network
WOMEN'S COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL
6 p.m.Iowa at Rutgers >>> Big Ten Network
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Defensive penalties 'concerning' for Terps as prolific Indiana looms
Maryland was frustrated by undisciplined play against Villanova, and a tougher test awaits Saturday when Big Ten competition resumes.
By Gene Wang | 2024-09-26

Defensive back Glendon Miller, shown earlier this season, is among several Maryland defenders who committed costly penalties in this past Saturday's sloppy win against Villanova. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post)


Midway through the third quarter of Maryland's most recent football game, defensive back Glendon Miller sprinted furiously to the line of scrimmage to join several teammates in swarming Villanova running back Isaiah Ragland for a loss of two yards.
It would have been a textbook defensive play, except Miller arrived at the point of attack without his helmet. The equipment had come off seconds earlier during another collision, yet the redshirt senior continued his pursuit, leading to a personal foul penalty.
The mental gaffe contributed to the Wildcats' first touchdown drive of the game, and although the Terrapins beat their visiting Football Championship Subdivision-level opponent, 38-20, the outcome also included a handful of other significant defensive penalties that had Coach Michael Locksley vowing to address an error-filled showing.
Maryland (3-1, 0-1 Big Ten) finished with eight penalties for a season-high 89 yards in what ideally was supposed to be a clean, anxiety-free final nonconference tune-up before the Terrapins begin the heart of their Big Ten schedule Saturday afternoon at Indiana (4-0, 1-0), which is ranked fifth nationally in scoring offense (50.5 points per game).
"It's concerning," Locksley said. "I mean, when you tackle -- Glen's playing without the helmet on. Those are plays that, I don't know how many times you talk about things where -- part of the rule book a few days ago -- if you're helmet comes off, you can't continue to play. We coach it. We hit situational football. We've got to execute stuff, and it's my job to get it executed."
Another penalty in the fourth quarter against Villanova also drew Locksley's ire. In this instance, linebacker Ruben Hyppolite II had lost the angle trying to chase down running back David Avit. To prevent Avit from turning the corner for a potential long gain, Hyppolite resorted to an illegal horse-collar tackle.
The Wildcats kicked a field goal to end the possession, and they added their final touchdown following a series in which freshman cornerback Judah Jenkins was whistled for pass interference with Villanova facing third down and four from its 26-yard line.
Maryland absorbed its first pass interference penalty early in the second half when officials flagged redshirt junior cornerback Jalen Huskey on third down and 15. Villanova nearly scored a touchdown four plays later, but what had been ruled a 26-yard scoring reception on fourth and four was overturned via replay.
Collateral damage from the defensive penalties included preventing Maryland from substituting liberally in the fourth quarter. The Terrapins opened a 31-10 lead late in the third but did not put the finishing touches on their 15th consecutive nonconference win until reserve quarterback MJ Morris's 14-yard touchdown run with 9:06 left in the game.
"For me it's frustrating because we want to develop some of the younger players," Locksley said. "When you lose that third quarter the way we lost it, you lose opportunities to develop the rest of the roster, so that's for me the disappointment."
The defensive penalties compounded breakdowns from that unit elsewhere, including spotty one-on-one coverage among inexperienced cornerbacks. With the likes of Tarheeb Still, Jakorian Bennett and Deonte Banks having gone to the NFL over the past few years, Maryland is faced with restocking the position, and opponents have taken notice.
The Terrapins enter this weekend ranked 17th out of 18 teams in the Big Ten in passing defense (247.0 yards allowed per game).
Defensive coordinator Brian Williams has been deploying a variety of tactical maneuvers, to varying degrees of success, to try to protect the new crop of cornerbacks while they continue to develop. They'll probably be stretched to their limits against the high-scoring Hoosiers, who are coming off a 52-14 win against Charlotte.
Indiana quarterback Kurtis Rourke is tied for second among Big Ten quarterbacks with eight passing touchdowns. The redshirt senior transfer from Ohio is one of four quarterbacks in the conference without an interception this season while attempting at least 70 passes. He is averaging 253.2 passing yards per game.
A renewed dedication to creating turnovers also has been a point of emphasis this week for the Terrapins, who were first nationally in turnover differential (plus-9) over their first three games. They did not force a turnover against Villanova while losing a fumble and throwing an interception.
Maryland is seeking a fourth consecutive win against Indiana after last year's 44-17 triumph in College Park. Six of the previous seven games in the series before 2023, however, were decided by one possession.
"When you look back at the film, it's really us, like, I would say, beating ourselves, like, getting undisciplined flags and stuff like that," Terrapins junior linebacker Caleb Wheatland said. "Just us doing our part and executing and getting the job done will" be the difference.
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WNBA's Alyssa Thomas, Stephanie White call out rising racism, homophobia
Before the Connecticut Sun's playoff game against Caitlin Clark's Indiana Fever, the Sun's Dijonai Carrington shared an abusive message she'd received.
By Cindy  Boren | 2024-09-26

The Connecticut Sun advanced to the WNBA semifinals in an emotional, physical game for Alyssa Thomas, DiJonai Carrington and DeWanna Bonner, (Joe Buglewicz/Getty Images)


After a spirited and physical playoff series against Caitlin Clark's Indiana Fever ended, Connecticut Sun star Alyssa Thomas and Coach Stephanie White called for an end to racist and homophobic comments about and directed toward WNBA players, mostly on social media.
The subject arose after Sun guard DiJonai Carrington, who was named the league's most improved player, posted in an Instagram story a screenshot of an email that contained a racial slur and the threat of sexual assault.
"Honestly, it's been a lot of nonsense. I think that in my 11-year career I never experienced the racial comments like from the Indiana Fever fan base," Thomas said after Connecticut swept the Fever, advancing to a semifinal series against the Minnesota Lynx. " ... It's unacceptable, and honestly there's no place for it. We've been professional throughout the whole entire thing, but I've never been called the things that I've been called on social media, and there's no place for it.
"Basketball is headed in a great direction, but we don't want fans that are going to degrade us and call us racial names. I mean, we already see what's happening in the world and what we have to deal with in that aspect. We come to play basketball for our job, and it's fun, but we don't want to go to work every day and have social media blown up over things like that.
Interest in the league has skyrocketed with the entrance of Clark, Angel Reese and other rookies who entered the league after high-profile college careers. Clark and the Fever regularly sold out arenas, with their games moved to bigger venues, and were frequently nationally televised. With that attention has come vitriol as well as enthusiasm.
During Wednesday night's game, a fan briefly was escorted from a courtside seat after Clark complained to officials in the first quarter. Over the summer, Clark denounced fans who use her name to spread an agenda of hate. "Everybody in our world deserves the same amount of respect," Clark said. "The women in our league deserve the same amount of respect, so people should not be using my name to push those agendas."
In Game 1 of the series Sunday, Carrington poked Clark in the eye while playing defense -- a moment both players downplayed. Carrington said she was "trying to make a play on the ball," and even Clark said it "wasn't intentional by any means."
Carrington posted on X last month that the Fever "have the nastiest fans in the [WNBA]. Ew." White, the Sun's coach, said, "we've seen a lot of racism, sexism, homophobia, transphobia throughout the course of our country. Sport is no exception, and it's unacceptable, to be quite honest."
WNBA players and the union recently criticized Commissioner Cathy Engelbert for an interview appearance this month in which she did not flatly condemn racist and ugly criticism from fans regarding the rivalry between Clark and Angel Reese. Englebert chose to focus then on the physical nature of their games. "The one thing I know about sports, you need rivalry," Engelbert said on CNBC's "Power Lunch."
"That's what makes people watch. They want to watch games of consequence between rivals. They don't want everybody being nice to one another."
She later posted a clarification on X, writing, "To be clear, there is absolutely no place for hate or racism of any kind in the WNBA or anywhere else."
On Wednesday night, after the Fever-Sun game concluded, the league put out a statement saying racism and threats would not be tolerated, adding that league security was monitoring threats and would reach out to law enforcement if necessary.
"The WNBA is a competitive league with some of the most elite athletes in the world," the statement reads. "While we welcome a growing fan base, the WNBA will not tolerate racist, derogatory, or threatening comments made about players, teams and anyone affiliated with the league."
The commentary intensified as the two Fever-Sun games grew physical and at times chippy.
"It's a lot of hurtful, hateful speech out there that's happening, and it's unacceptable," Fever Coach Christie Sides said. "This is basketball, and this is their job, and they're doing the best they can. And when it gets personal to me, there's no reason for it. These guys have to listen and watch -- social media is their life. That's just what they do. And they have to read and see these things constantly, and just all the stories that are made up of what people see or think they see. It is just not acceptable when it gets personal."
ESPN analyst Andraya Carter, who played collegiately at Tennessee last decade, said players and coaches she has spoken with have mentioned the rising anger and personal comments. "It's heartbreaking," she said on ESPN. " ... The excitement around the league is at its highest, but the racial slurs and the derogatory comments and the online bullying are also at their worst."
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NFL best bets for Week 4: The Commanders' offense will cool down
The best value plays for Week 4 of the NFL season, plus picks for every game.
By Neil Greenberg | 2024-09-26

Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels had a breakout game Monday against the Cincinnati Bengals. (Jeff Dean/AP)


The Minnesota Vikings were too good as they demolished the Houston Texans, 34-7, on Sunday. The lopsided score gave the Vikings little reason to throw late in the game, depressing quarterback Sam Darnold's passing stats and putting a losing wager on our ledger. The Miami Dolphins and Seattle Seahawks, however, kept the scoring to a minimum (27 combined points) and easily cashed our under ticket.
Scoring is down in the NFL, and it doesn't appear the oddsmakers have adjusted to it yet. This year, the overs are cashing just 40 percent of the time, missing by almost three points per contest. We saw something similar two years ago, when overs cashed 38 percent of the time in the first three weeks of the season and 46 percent during Weeks 4 to 18. Keep that in mind when evaluating wagers on totals.
Best bets record in 2024: 3-5 (1-1 on player props)
Picks were made against the consensus point spreads as of Wednesday morning; odds that have since changed have been updated in bold type, but picks are locked in at the earlier odds.
Sunday, 4:05 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Cardinals -31/2
Washington's offense, led by exciting rookie quarterback Jayden Daniels, went back-to-back games without a turnover or punt and is scoring 14 points per game more than expected based on the down, distance and field position of each play, per TruMedia. That doesn't feel sustainable. The Commanders' defense is allowing almost 18 points per game more than expected, which, based on the preseason sentiment, does feel sustainable.
Plus, they are the luckiest team in the NFL after factoring in how much good fortune they have had through dropped interceptions by their opponent, dropped passes by their opponent, kicks made by their opponent and fumble recoveries. Add in that Arizona is a strong opponent (it ranks 11th in Aaron Schatz's defense-adjusted value over average; Washington is 26th) and that the Commanders are playing their second straight road game on a short week, and I must fade them in this spot.
The number here, 31/2, is not ideal. Most games end with a scoring margin of three or seven, so I will be exploring this wager as an alternate spread of Cardinals -61/2 if I can find a price of +130 or better.
Monday, 8:15 p.m. | ABC
Pick: Lions team total under 251/2 points (The game pick is Seahawks +41/2, but it is not a best bet)
The injury bug has bitten Detroit. Tight end Sam LaPorta (ankle) and defensive tackle Alim McNeill (shoulder) are day-to-day, pass rusher Marcus Davenport (elbow) and linebacker Derrick Barnes (knee) are out, and defensive back Brian Branch is in concussion protocol. Cluster injuries on defense should lead to sustained drives by Seattle, keeping Detroit's offense off the field. It's also worth noting that the Lions have scored no more than 20 points in regulation in each of their three games.
Seattle's defense has been tough in 2024, too, allowing just 18.8 yards per drive. Teams are scoring 16 points per game fewer than expected against them -- the best mark through three weeks.
The plays above represent our best bets of the week, because our analysis shows their value is the most lucrative compared with what we expect to happen on the field. Below, you will find against-the-spread picks for all of the games on this week's schedule.
However, trying to pick every game is something of a fool's errand. The house wins so often partly because bettors try to make too many plays when the odds aren't in their favor. Keep that in mind when evaluating the remaining games from this week's schedule.
Thursday, 8:15 p.m. | Prime Video
Pick: Giants +41/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Falcons -11/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Panthers +51/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Bears -11/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Packers -21/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Texans -41/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Steelers -11/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Eagles -21/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Jets -71/2
Sunday, 4:05 p.m. | Fox
Pick: 49ers -101/2
Sunday, 4:25 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Browns -11/2
Sunday, 4:25 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Kansas City Chiefs -8
Sunday, 8:20 p.m. | NBC
Pick: Bills +11/2
Monday, 7:30 p.m. | ESPN
Pick: Dolphins +11/2
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Climber falls to his death at Wyoming's Devils Tower
A 21-year-old Wisconsin man fell to his death at the national monument, the National Park Service said. The cause was not immediately clear.
By Cindy  Boren | 2024-09-25

Wyoming's Devils Tower has been popular with climbers for more than 100 years. (iStock) 


A rock climber fell to his death Sunday at Devils Tower National Monument, the towering rock formation in Wyoming.
Stewart Phillip Porter, a 21-year-old from Eau Claire, Wis., fell just before 8 p.m. as he was rappelling the second pitch of El Cracko Diablo, one of the hundreds of vertical cracks that mark the 867-foot tower made famous from an appearance in the movie "Close Encounters of the Third Kind."
Porter was found around 8:40 p.m. and was pronounced dead at the scene from major injuries, according to the National Park Service. His climbing partner, whose name was not released, was found on the tower and rescued by a search team.
The death stunned the climbing community, Leigh Lassle, a Gillette, Wyo., resident who is practiced at climbing the tower, told Cowboy State Daily. "When something like that happens, it hits pretty hard in the climbing world," he said, "but it's real and that's why a lot of us do it -- because it is real."
Lassle, who climbed the tower once a month for 144 consecutive months, has taken the El Cracko Diablo route several times and said it "protects really well and climbs really awesome. It's fun. I've taken many people up there and had people lead on that route for the first time. It's a beautiful route."
The NPS said it was continuing an investigation and it was not immediately clear why Porter fell during what is typically a half-day climb. However, the service said most climbing accidents and deaths occur as climbers descend. 
His was the seventh recorded death at Devils Tower, the first national monument proclaimed by President Theodore Roosevelt in 1906. Adventurers have been climbing the tower as far back as 1893. Its popularity has grown, with officials estimating that approximately 5,000 to 6,000 climbers scale the tower's sheer face annually and roughly 500,000 visit the park. Porter's death was the fourth to occur during descent, according to the National Park Service.
"While climbing fatalities at Devils Tower are infrequent, it is still inherently dangerous," the National Park Service said. Lassle noted that while the El Cracko Diablo route becomes increasingly difficult, especially around the second pitch, he doesn't believe it was a contributing factor to Porter's fall. However, "there's not an easy route on Devils Tower," he told Cowboy State Daily. "They're all difficult. Even the easiest route is difficult for somebody who's never been there. With that being said, people who usually show up there are experienced and can climb at those levels."
Lassle stressed the importance of climbing redundancies: "You need to be redundant and if you think it needs to be more redundant, make it more redundant. It's like putting on a seat belt in your car or locking the front door. That's the key to survival."
Because Porter's partner was stranded and required rescue, Lassle wondered whether the rope might have been lost while Porter was rappelling.
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How to cover the worst MLB team ever without going (too) insane
In a historically lousy season, the White Sox press corps is just trying to survive, and have a few laughs in the process.
By Ben Strauss | 2024-09-26

Former White Sox manager Ozzie Guillen now does pre- and post-loss shows for the team's flagship station. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post)


CHICAGO -- "I don't feel like I work for the White Sox," Ozzie Guillen was saying during a tirade directed, it seemed, at people who might wonder why he's so hard on the White Sox. "F--- you. I work for the fans."
It was Sunday afternoon, late summer, and the Chicago White Sox, then with 116 losses on the season, were playing the Oakland Athletics a few miles away at Guaranteed Rate Field. Guillen, the World Series-winning manager turned TV analyst, was watching the game in the downtown studios of NBC Sports Chicago, the team's flagship station.
He was sitting in an oversize recliner next to the show's host, Chuck Garfien, and he had just polished off a box of grocery store sushi.
"In the winter, I got to go to English class to see if I can find more words," Guillen said. "I run out of words to say [about this team]."
Guillen, the famously colorful Venezuelan, and Garfien, the duo's affable straight man, have become cult heroes to White Sox fans, delivering doses of honesty and humor -- on the team-owned network, no less -- during a season in which the White Sox are poised to set the record for losses in the modern era of Major League Baseball.
At the trade deadline, Guillen delivered a message to players who might be expecting a ticket out of town: "Who'd want you?"

Chuck Garfien, left, and Guillen prepare before a taping at NBC Sports Chicago on Tuesday. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post)


After one particularly painful loss, Garfien literally crawled onto the set for all to see. ("I was so weakened by what just happened, I couldn't walk," he explained.) On the same postgame show, Guillen held a cactus near his groin and said he felt as if he had been sitting on it for nine innings.
The show even bestowed Guillen with an honorary doctorate degree for a recurring segment called "Dr. Ozzie." Later, after yet another loss, Garfien sprawled out on a couch, pretending to be Guillen's patient.
Dr. Ozzie prescribed vodka.
"The silver lining" of this season, said one local radio host on a recent afternoon, "is Chuck and Ozzie."
The team's march to infamy has offered the reporters and broadcasters who follow the White Sox the task of documenting once-in-a-lifetime misery. That work has become historic in its own right.
Guillen said he hears regularly from front-office staff: "They say, 'I don't know how you do it, but [it's] awesome!'"
"We try to be honest with the fans," Garfien added. "And one thing about White Sox fans is: You can't lie to them."

Luis Robert Jr. after another home run yielded by White Sox pitching. (Nuccio DiNuzzo/Getty Images)



Chicago White Sox manager Pedro Grifol during the ninth inning of the team's game against the also-hapless Oakland Athletics. Grifol was fired a few days later. (Jeff Chiu/AP)



Outfielder Corey Julks after Chicago's 5-3 loss to the New York Mets, which tied the franchise season record of 106 losses. (Charles Rex Arbogast/AP)


One September evening, the White Sox lost, 5-3, to the Cleveland Guardians for their 112th defeat of the season. They hadn't managed a hit until the seventh inning.
After the final out, a handful of reporters dutifully trudged from the press box to the hallway outside the clubhouse for the nightly postmortem from interim manager Grady Sizemore.
How did Sizemore feel about the six no-hit innings?
"Just not a lot of good swings," he said.
Did the losing wear on him?
"It's not easy going out there and not getting wins, but ... I am having fun," Sizemore said. (He was not smiling.)
There is a rhythm to these sessions. Sizemore, ever the optimist, praises the team's effort but laments the scoreboard while beat reporters balance the minutiae of any given loss with the broader failures of the season and the franchise.
"You have to kind of try to figure out a specific moment of a game -- when did this one turn?" said LaMond Pope, who covers the team for the Chicago Tribune. "That's how you go into the clubhouse versus, 'Talk to me about your general feelings about all this.'"
For the most part, reporters said, the players have been both understanding of their circumstances and generally approachable. "A month into the year, it's, 'Why do you suck?' And the answer has always been: 'Well, we don't want to suck. We're trying hard not to suck.' And they've answered it over and over and over again," said Bruce Levine, a veteran baseball reporter in town.
Reporters described last season and the previous, when Tony La Russa was manager, as far more fraught than this campaign, which often has felt like a fait accompli.
"The clubhouse was angrier last year," said one reporter, who, like some others, spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak publicly. This year, there is less tension and there are more jokes about the team's oft-maligned 88-year-old owner, Jerry Reinsdorf. One reporter mused before a recent game that the White Sox needed a Nancy Pelosi to depose him like Joe Biden.
But that doesn't make it fun or easy.
"It's a bummer to talk to a bunch of players and coaches where nothing's going well because for a story you usually want plot construction," said James Fegan, who covers the team for insightful website Sox Machine. "A problem, a proposed solution and then you can say there's progress being seen. That progress part isn't happening here."
He added: "It's like the only thing to write about this team is just how awful this thing is, which is also the only thing that everybody's exhausted talking about."
That awfulness has become national news and brought out some heavy-hitting reporters. ("Disaster tourism," as Fegan called it.) On a recent afternoon, both Jeff Passan, ESPN's top national baseball reporter, and Sam Anderson, the acclaimed writer and author, were in the Chicago clubhouse.
To illustrate how the fortunes of the White Sox have fallen so dramatically, Passan picked them to win the World Series just two years ago. He declined an interview request to discuss the prediction.
Anderson, on assignment for the New York Times magazine (and on break from writing about white rhinos in Kenya), spent a stretch of September with the team and was still getting acclimated to the mores of the clubhouse. He was gently reprimanded by the White Sox communications staff for standing too close to a one-on-one interview between Passan and a player, and again for approaching the day's starting pitcher for an interview before the game. "They said it was bad form," Anderson said with a shrug.
One day in the clubhouse, he asked outfielder Andrew Benintendi if he dreamed about baseball.
"I am here on the existential meaning of losing beat," Anderson said with a smile.

The media was out in full force to speak with GM Chris Getz before Tuesday's game, where the White Sox could have (but didn't!) break the record for losses by a modern MLB team. (Justin Casterline/Getty Images)


On Tuesday night, as the White Sox avoided history for one more night, Jay Mariotti was in the stands. Mariotti spent the 1990s and 2000s writing flaming columns for the Chicago Sun-Times, plenty of them about Reinsdorf. He had a series of run-ins with Guillen, too. He hadn't been back to Chicago lately but flew in from Santa Monica, Calif., and bought a ticket in Section 121 behind the visitors' dugout. He was planning a column for his Substack. "It's all him," Mariotti said before the game, pointing toward the owner's box. "I had to be here."
Guillen is convinced this White Sox team has it easier than he did, in part because of someone such as Mariotti, who was the paradigm of a big-city newspaper columnist with the platform and ego to match. When he was managing, Guillen said, coverage was more pointed.
"For media in the past, it was quite different," Guillen said, adding that some of the coverage of the team today is "f---ing soft."
Guillen can now, at times, be among those hardest on the team.
"If I see something I don't like, I will say that you're wrong," he said. "Not because I hate you. It's because you were wrong for this, this, this. Not because it's Ozzie's way. When [previous manager Pedro] Grifol was here and he says, 'We're not losers' -- come on, man. I get upset, and I can't sleep with this s--- in my stomach." (Grifol was fired in August.)

Ozzie Guillen won the World Series as manager of the White Sox in 2005. (Charles Rex Arbogast/AP)



From left: Garfien, Guillen and former White Sox outfielder Scott Podsednik wrap up a taping for NBC Sports Chicago on Tuesday. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post)


Fans may crave Guillen's fire during a bad season, but it's usually hard to find on a team's broadcast. First-year TV play-by-play broadcaster John Schriffen got into a public spat with a local radio show after he was needled by accusations of homerism on the broadcast.
"My nature is to be positive and to be excited," Schriffen said. "But you have to temper that with how things are going this season." He added, "I understand the pain that [fans] are going through ... but it's not my job to pile on and be negative."
After calling his critics "radio losers" during a broadcast, he left social media. Asked what he learned from the incident, he said, "You don't learn anything from punching down."
Radio analyst Darrin Jackson said his commentary is rooted in an effort to dissociate himself from the clubhouse. "The [coaching staff and front office] are emotionally involved with what's taking place. They're committed to the product, but that's not what my responsibility is," he said. "I give you my description of what I'm seeing when a player is not succeeding."
And he praised the continued fan support. "I honestly felt there were going to be times where we show up and there's 2,000 people here, and instead there's 12,000, 15,000 -- and you're like, 'Wow!'"

It doesn't take very big eyeholes in your paper bag to see how bad these White Sox are. (Nuccio DiNuzzo/Getty Images)


It's true: The White Sox have averaged almost 18,000 fans. Also true: They have drawn the fourth fewest in baseball.
Still, no matter how bad things get, White Sox fans still have Guillen and Garfien -- as long as they stay away from the cacti and vodka.
On a recent pregame, the show ran through clips of a former White Sox player, Yolmer Sanchez, who delighted in soaking himself with Gatorade baths. That reminded Guillen of his winter league championship in Venezuela.
"We are celebrating ... and I told a lady in Venezuela, I don't want to be wet and stuff," Guillen said on the air. "She wanted to pour beer on me. I told her, I said, 'I swear to God, if you pour that beer on me, I will break your neck!'"
"You can't say that!" Garfien said.
"Back in Venezuela, it's okay," Guillen said.
"We're changing the subject," Garfien said. "Back to the game."
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Capitals' offense hits its stride to produce first win of preseason
Dylan Strome and Brandon Duhaime score two goals each as the Capitals find their offense and win their first of the preseason.
By Bailey Johnson | 2024-09-26

Right guy, right time: Dylan Strome beats New Jersey's Jacob Markstrom  for his second goal of the game during Wednesday's 5-3 win over the Devils. (Bruce Bennett/Getty Images)


The Washington Capitals rolled out a nearly full-strength lineup for their third game of the preseason Wednesday night at Prudential Center, and it led them to their first win, a 5-3 victory over the New Jersey Devils in Newark.
The Devils, too, sent out a strong lineup ahead of their trip to Prague for the NHL Global Series, which opens the regular season Oct. 4. The Capitals host New Jersey in their season opener Oct. 12.
Brenden Dillon scored the opening goal for the Devils in the first period, but a flurry of goals for Washington late in the second propelled the visitors to the lead. In a span of less than five minutes, defenseman John Carlson tied it, center Dylan Strome put the Capitals ahead with a breakaway finish and winger Brandon Duhaime extended the lead with a tip-in out front.
Strome added another goal with 6:13 remaining in the third period. The Capitals needed the extra cushion when Jack Hughes made it a one-goal game with 2:57 left, and Duhaime added a second goal of his own into the empty net to seal the win.
Goaltender Logan Thompson, making his preseason debut for Washington after being traded from the Vegas Golden Knights in June, made 25 saves. Jacob Markstrom stopped 22 of 26 shots for New Jersey.
The Capitals host the Columbus Blue Jackets on Friday in their fourth of six preseason contests.
Here are three takeaways from the win:
Washington Coach Spencer Carbery opened training camp Thursday with Strome centering Alex Ovechkin and Andrew Mangiapane and hasn't deviated from the combination. In their first game as a trio, they looked cohesive and displayed the traits that led Carbery to play them together from the beginning.
Earlier in camp, Carbery highlighted Mangiapane's ability to retrieve pucks and do the dirty work for his linemates, and that work ethic was evident as Mangiapane consistently made the little plays to keep the puck alive and work his way into the offensive zone. Strome and Ovechkin's chemistry has carried over from last season, and in the early days of training camp, Mangiapane appears to be a tailor-made fit on the other wing.
On Strome's second goal, Mangiapane carried the puck through the neutral zone before dropping it to Ovechkin for a dump-in. Ovechkin won the puck back along the wall and found Carlson in space for a delivery to the front of the net, where Strome deflected the puck in. Mangiapane was stationed next to Strome at the top of the crease, occupying Markstrom's attention and helping create room for Strome to score.
The new top defensive pairing of Carlson and Jakob Chychrun isn't necessarily intended to be permanent; Carbery paired them so Carlson could help Chychrun get up to speed as quickly as possible but left open the possibility that the pair could change as camp went along.
But after the pair finished the night with a plus-3 rating and combined for six shots on goal, with Carlson picking up a goal and an assist, they may remain together moving forward. As is to be expected in a pair's first game, there were imperfect moments -- both are offensive-minded and at times forgot that at least one of them needs to stay back to defend -- but as they settled in, the offensive upside was undeniable.
According to Natural Stat Trick, in the 18:25 that Chychrun and Carlson played together at five-on-five Wednesday, the Capitals had 21 shot attempts and allowed 17. That's high-event hockey, but the risk may be worth it -- Washington produced 11 scoring chances to New Jersey's five in the pair's minutes.
Skating as the second line Wednesday but expected to be Washington's fourth line in the regular season, center Nic Dowd's group with Duhaime and Taylor Raddysh found success in its first competitive action. Dowd's hard-nosed identity meshes well with his new wingers, who are committed forecheckers and have the speed to quickly transition up the ice when they get the puck.
"Both really, really fast, highly talented players," Dowd said Wednesday morning. "For me, it's been really nice. As a centerman, I find myself getting stuck down in the [defensive] zone a lot on breakouts, so having two guys that can get up the ice with a lot of speed is going to make a big difference for our game as a line."
The workmanlike trio led Washington's forward lines in ice time and formed the core of the penalty kill, which didn't allow a goal on two New Jersey attempts -- the second of which came with Dowd in the box for tripping. The two goals they produced, though one was an empty-netter, suggest they may bring increased offensive contributions this season, which would boost a team that struggled to score for much of last year.
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Pierre-Luc Dubois, Matt Roy debut in Capitals' preseason loss to Bruins
The offseason additions provided a glimpse of their skills in a 4-2 defeat at Boston.
By Bailey Johnson | 2024-09-25

Capitals Coach Spencer Carbery, pictured in Sunday's preseason game at Capital One Arena. (John McDonnell/AP)


The Washington Capitals remained winless in the preseason as they fell, 4-2, to the Boston Bruins on Tuesday night at TD Garden.
Riley Tufte, Fabian Lysell and Patrick Brown scored for Boston before forward Connor McMichael got Washington on the board 11 minutes into the second period. Justin Brazeau added another goal for the Bruins early in the third. With less than a minute left, the Capitals' Andrew Cristall scored his second goal in as many games.
Washington's Hunter Shepard made a second start in net and allowed four goals on 19 shots. Joonas Korpisalo and Michael DiPietro split the game for the Bruins; Korpisalo stopped all seven shots he faced, and DiPietro allowed two goals on 15 shots.
The Capitals, who opened the preseason Sunday with a 6-2 loss to visiting Philadelphia, are back on the ice Wednesday in Newark to face the New Jersey Devils. Both teams are expected to ice lineups heavy on NHL regulars.
Here are three takeaways from Washington's second preseason game:
Two of the Capitals' biggest offseason acquisitions, center Pierre-Luc Dubois and defenseman Matt Roy, donned a Washington sweater in a game for the first time. Dubois centered the top line with McMichael and Tom Wilson; on a difficult night for the Capitals as a whole, that line produced some of their best shifts.
Both 6-foot-4 and more than 220 pounds, Wilson and Dubois are two of the largest players on the roster, and they used their size to keep the puck alive and wear on the Bruins in the offensive zone. On McMichael's goal, Wilson began the sequence with a hit, then battled alongside Dubois to put pressure on DiPietro around the crease before the puck popped out to McMichael for the finish.
Even with preseason rust playing a role, the line's early chemistry was evident.
Roy played a quiet game -- which Coach Spencer Carbery already has come to expect from the veteran blue-liner. Roy skated on the top pair with Martin Fehervary and led the Capitals in ice time at 21:44, including 4:30 on the penalty kill.
Roy's steady, reliable play in his own zone is why Washington signed him to a six-year contract worth $5.75 million per year in July. In his first preseason game, his play suggested that he will be a crucial part of Washington's defensive efforts.
Aliaksei Protas had a quiet end to the 2023-24 season after signing a five-year contract extension worth $3.375 million per year in January. Protas had set a career high with 18 points through 42 games at the time the extension was signed, but as his pace slowed, he finished with 29 points (six goals and 23 assists) in 78 games.
On the same night that his 18-year-old brother, Ilya, made his NHL preseason debut after being drafted by the Capitals in the third round in June, the winger now known as "Big Pro" -- differentiating Aliaksei from Ilya, or "Little Pro" -- was one of Washington's standouts. Protas has put significant work into his skating since being drafted in the third round in 2019, and that effort has transformed his speed from below average to a legitimate weapon.
When Protas, who is 6-6, gets moving with the puck on his stick, he's hard to stop. Though he didn't score Tuesday, he used his speed and large frame to create several chances off the rush, looking decisive and confident.
Protas hit the post on one of his opportunities in the second period, coming inches from a goal that would've been assisted by his younger brother. Ilya started the play by finding Aliaksei along the wall; Aliaksei did the rest, racing up the ice and firing a shot from the top of the left faceoff circle.
Shepard is the incumbent as the organization's No. 3 goaltender behind Charlie Lindgren and newcomer Logan Thompson. In four appearances last year, he produced a 2-1-1 record, a 3.19 goals against average and an .894 save percentage; he also won a second consecutive Calder Cup with the Hershey Bears of the American Hockey League.
In Shepard's first two preseason appearances, his play hasn't inspired overwhelming confidence. Listed at 6-foot, Shepard is short for an NHL netminder, and his stature produces an unconventional style. At the AHL level, he stops plenty of pucks, but with seven goals allowed on 33 shots this preseason, the 28-year-old hasn't wowed.
Clay Stevenson, Washington's other option for the No. 3 job, has split time with Shepard in Hershey. The 25-year-old played the second half of Sunday's preseason opener and produced the same stat line as Shepard -- three goals on 14 shots -- but is viewed as having a higher ceiling than his more experienced partner.
The Capitals' NHL tandem of Lindgren and Thompson is stable, but Washington inevitably will need the assistance of a third goaltender.
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OpenAI hit by staff exits as it seeks to restructure and raise new funds
Chief technology officer Mira Murati and two research leaders announced their departures Wednesday. The company is exploring a new structure that could help raise new funding.
By Gerrit De Vynck, Nitasha Tiku, Elizabeth Dwoskin | 2024-09-26

Mira Murati, right, and Sam Altman during the Wall Street Journal's conference in Laguna Beach, Calif., on Oct. 17. (Patrick T. Fallon/AFP/Getty Images)


OpenAI Chief Technology Officer Mira Murati and two other senior executives at the ChatGPT maker announced their departures Wednesday. The exits struck at a crucial time, as the company explores a major restructuring and seeks billions of dollars in new funding to keep pace with rivals in the AI arms race.
OpenAI is working to secure new investment funding that would value the company at over $100 billion, according to a person familiar with the effort who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share details about private negotiations. Apple, Microsoft, computer chip giant Nvidia and Wall Street investment firm Tiger Global Management are expected to invest in the new funding round, another person familiar with the discussions said.
At the same time, OpenAI's board is considering restructuring the commercial arm that developed ChatGPT into a for-profit benefit corporation independent of the nonprofit that currently governs it, two people familiar with those discussions said. That more conventional structure would ease fundraising and employee compensation, one of the people said.
CEO Sam Altman is separately discussing with the board what equity he might be awarded in the restructured company, but the amount has not been decided, the people said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to describe confidential discussions. Reuters previously reported the restructuring plan Wednesday.
OpenAI's unusual corporate structure -- in which a nonprofit board bound to a charter that states the company will ensure advanced AI benefits all of humanity -- has long raised questions about how it might grow and attract and reward investors. Generally, venture capital firms invest in companies in return for equity that grows in value if the company is successful and can be easily sold to realize a return.
The discussions about restructuring OpenAI and Altman's equity are unrelated to Murati's departure, a person close to her said on the condition of anonymity to discuss private information. Her last day at OpenAI has not been fixed, and she is still discussing the details of her departure with company leadership, the person said.
"We remain focused on building AI that benefits everyone, and as we've previously shared we're working with our board to ensure that we're best positioned to succeed in our mission," OpenAI spokesman Steve Sharpe said. "The nonprofit is core to our mission and will continue to exist."
Murati had become OpenAI's most prominent executive besides Altman, representing the company at product announcements and in media interviews. "I'm stepping away because I want to create the time and space to do my own exploration," she wrote in a message sent to OpenAI employees and posted on X.
Later in the day, Altman said in a message posted to X that Chief Research Officer Bob McGrew and a vice president of research, Barret Zoph, were also leaving the company, stating that they all made their decisions to leave independently.
"Leadership changes are a natural part of companies, especially companies that grow so quickly and are so demanding," Altman said. But he acknowledged that Murati's was a surprise departure he learned of only Wednesday morning. "I obviously won't pretend it's natural for this one to be so abrupt, but we are not a normal company," he said. Murati told him that she announced the news suddenly because it would have leaked otherwise, he added.
Murati's departure adds to a string of notable exits at OpenAI, coming  after co-founder and Chief Scientist Ilya Sutskever left the company in May and launched his own AI start-up. Another co-founder and key executive, Greg Brockman, is on a leave of absence. Co-founder and research scientist John Shulman and head of product Peter Deng both also left in recent months.
Several OpenAI researchers who worked on making sure the company's tech is "aligned" with human values quit over the past year, alleging the company has not taken its own commitments to AI safety seriously enough.
OpenAI's launch of ChatGPT in 2022 set off a frenzy of new investment in AI across the tech industry and helped the company raise billions of dollars from Microsoft, which in return got access to OpenAI's technology. But some investors have begun to warn that the high costs of AI development, including spending on powerful computer chips, will be difficult to recoup.
Altman's vision for the future of AI demands huge amounts of investments from both private companies and governments. In September, he visited the White House and presented a company analysis arguing that building several data centers across the United States at a cost of $100 billion each would lead to job and GDP growth.
The analysis compared the United States to China and said massive investment in AI was necessary to maintain America's technological lead.
Murati joined OpenAI in 2018, rising to become its chief technology officer in 2022. She was named interim CEO after OpenAI's nonprofit board ousted Altman in November but in the firestorm that followed his departure supported his return as chief executive.
Murati was one of the hundreds of OpenAI employees who signed a letter threatening to quit if Altman was not reinstated as CEO. The letter had also been signed by Sutskever, even though he had previously voted in favor of ousting Altman.
Altman was restored as CEO in a deal that saw three of the four board members who had voted to fire him step down and shone new light on OpenAI's unusual structure. He regained his seat on the board after a law firm's investigation concluded that there was no evidence of wrongdoing before his brief departure from the company. The Washington Post previously reported that allegations from senior leaders that Altman had been psychologically abusive played a role in the board's decision to fire him as CEO.
Among OpenAI employees, Murati is widely known for her hands-on role and close involvement with development of the company's core products. Over the last year, her profile as a spokesperson for the company continued to grow, serving as a key executive giving interviews to the media and appearing in the company's public demonstrations of its new products.
In July, The Post reported that some members of OpenAI's safety team felt the company had rushed through safety tests of the new AI model introduced onstage by Murati and vice president of research Zoph at a May event. OpenAI said the launch was "stressful" but didn't cut corners. A group of senators subsequently asked the company to release more information about its safety work.
The same month, OpenAI whistleblowers filed a complaint with the Securities and Exchange Commission alleging that the company had illegally prohibited employees from warning regulators about the risks of its technology. The company said it respects the right of its staff to make protected disclosures.
Cat Zakrzewski contributed to this report.
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Meta's answer to ChatGPT is AI that sounds like John Cena or Judi Dench
Meta is adding celebrity voices to it conversational chatbot, part of a bet that users will connect with AI tools that surprise, delight and entertain. 
By Naomi Nix | 2024-09-25

Mark Zuckerberg speaks about Meta AI during the Meta Connect conference on Wednesday. (Godofredo A. Vasquez/AP)


Meta is revamping its chatbot with an array of celebrity voices -- part of a bet that the star power of Dame Judi Dench and John Cena will draw users to the companies' artificial intelligence tools for entertainment along with information.
Its chatbot, Meta AI, will respond to queries in a menu of famous voices, including Awkwafina, Keegan Michael Key and Kristen Bell, the social media giant announced Wednesday at its annual developers conference.
"Voice is going to be a way more natural way of interacting with AI than text," Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg said.
The move comes just months after OpenAI stalled plans equip ChatGPT with a voice. Most tech companies, including Google and Microsoft, have backed a single flagship chatbot with a largely fixed identity.
But Meta is pursuing a different strategy, offering users a plethora of options to personalize their chatbots to their own specific interests and tastes. Zuckerberg has described its offerings as a variety of AI chatbots each catered to a specific situation -- a  customer service rep for small businesses or a fun travel guide for globe-trotting 20-somethings.

Users will be able to opt for Meta AI to talk to them in the AI-created voices of an array of actors including Awkwafina, Dame Judi Dench and John Cena. (Meta)


On Wednesday, Zuckerberg outlined a vision of how AI will power new experiences across all the company's services, including creative tools on its social media apps and new visual capabilities on its smart glasses and virtual reality headset.
"All this comes together to build what I think is going to be the future of human connection," Zuckerberg said. "We are trying to build a future that is more open, more accessible, more natural and more about human connection."
The company is updating their smart Ray-Ban Meta glasses with a slew of AI-powered features, including adding video to the assistant embedded in the glasses. The glasses, which roll out next year, will allow wearers to ask questions about items that appear in their field of vision -- gathering information about nearby landmarks or what recipes could be made from ingredients lying on a kitchen counter.

Content creator Tomike Adeoye tests Ray-Ban's connected glasses, with integrated camera and headphones, ahead of Meta Connect. (Julie Jammot/AFP/Getty Images)


Sue Young, a Meta vice president of product management, said the fact that Meta's chatbot is embedded within social media apps enables the company to differentiate itself from its rivals.
Young said Meta created "multiyear" deals with the voice actors but declined to say how much they were paid.
The rejiggered chatbot will be available on the company's Messenger, Facebook and WhatsApp apps along with Instagram's direct messages, the company said.
The addition of celebrity voices builds on Meta's personality-driven  approach to AI. Last year, the company launched 28 AI-powered chatbots, played by celebrities and cultural figures such as Snoop Dogg, Tom Brady, Kendall Jenner and Naomi Osaka -- a project that was scrapped after it failed to gain traction. This year, Meta started rolling out AI Studio on Instagram, a product that allows everyday users and creators to make their own chatbots.
Other efforts to add voices to chatbots have stalled. In May, OpenAI paused its project to add a voice option to ChatGPT after actress Scarlett Johansson alleged the artificial intelligence start-up copied her voice after she refused to license it to the company. Amazon started using celebrities such as actors Samuel L. Jackson and Melissa McCarthy in its Alexa assistant in 2019 -- only to scrap the project three years later.
But Meta is betting that the popularity of Instagram and Facebook will propel its chatbot. The company started adding Meta AI to the top of search boxes on WhatsApp, Instagram, Facebook and Messenger this year.
"It was a bit of a brute force strategy, putting Meta AI inside of their family of apps," Bernstein senior internet analyst Mark Shmulik said in an interview before the event. "It kind of feels like they're using it as a learning opportunity."
Meta said Wednesday that it will add an image-generating tool into users' news feeds, Stories and Facebook profile pictures. Meta's AI will also suggest captions for Stories on Facebook and Instagram. The company introduced the latest version of its large language model, known as Llama 3.2 -- including a lightweight, text-only model that is tailored for mobile devices.

A Meta employee tries the Meta AI "imagining yourself" feature at the conference. (Manuel Orbegozo/Reuters)


Meta is experimenting with a new tool that uses AI to automatically translate languages in its short-form video product reels, adjusting speakers' voices and the movement of their lips to match.
Zuckerberg touted the company's push to build out the immersive virtual worlds known as the metaverse.
The company unveiled Orion, a prototype of glasses that place holographic displays on top of real physical environments, a process called augmented reality. Those wearing the device could see text message pop up while they are talking with friends in their living rooms.
Meta announced a new version of Meta Quest 3S, its latest mixed-reality headset, offered at a dramatically reduced price than its predecessor with a slew of new games. The device starts at $299 -- far cheaper than Apple's Vision Pro, which sells for more than $3,000.
The "Quest 3 family is not just the best value -- it's the best product available," Zuckerberg said.
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My chat with soulless AI Judi Dench, coming soon to your Facebook
Hear our tech columnist's chat with the AI celebrity voices coming to the chatbot built into Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp.
By Geoffrey A. Fowler | 2024-09-25

(Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post; Getty Images)


I just had a chat with Judi Dench -- or, rather, a soulless imitation of the English actor's voice generated by artificial intelligence.
"Who are you?" I asked. Then, in Dench's distinct croak, I heard: "I'm Meta AI, your friendly assistant."
This zombie Dame Judi is coming soon to everyone's Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp as a voice for Meta AI. The chatbot, which is hard to avoid, already answers questions, gives advice and makes pictures. To make using it feel more comfortable, Meta is now adding the ability to talk with it -- including in the voices of Dench and fellow actors Awkwafina, John Cena, Keegan-Michael Key and Kristen Bell.
Bringing the voices of real living celebrities to a chatbot already used by 400 million people each month is a big deal for the future of AI. But it also feels like a wrong turn for our human relationships with the tech.

Meta AI now can adopt the AI-generated voices of celebrities.


No doubt, it's a curiosity -- and, at first, pretty funny -- to hear a well-known voice talk about almost anything. I was so curious, I asked Meta to let me briefly test its AI celebrity voices ahead of their official launch by chief executive Mark Zuckerberg on Wednesday.
Meta says it paid the actors behind its AI voices an undisclosed sum for the rights to use their voices for multiple years. Rival ChatGPT stirred up a controversy earlier this year because it featured a voice that sounded a bit like Scarlett Johansson, the actress who played the voice of an AI in the movie "Her."
Celebrities are people we have relationships with, even if it's one-sided. So of course my first question for the Dench-voice AI was about James Bond, whose boss Dench played in eight 007 films.
"Tell me a secret about James Bond," I asked. "Sure," it said. "James Bond's iconic Aston Martin DB5 was fitted with an ejector seat, but in reality, it was too expensive to produce, so only one car was equipped with it." (Bond historians say the ejector seat from the car in the film worked but was more of a prop.)
The celebrity voices in Meta AI will talk about anything allowed in Meta's chatbot, which means naughty words and topics are mostly off-limits. Still, it took me just a few minutes to get it to say something the human Dench might not want to see quoted in The Washington Post.
I asked the Dench-voice AI to write me a haiku about Donald Trump. It responded: "A business leader, Something new for President. What a big mistake!" (A Meta spokeswoman said the AI pulled that particular haiku from a web page, which it didn't cite verbally but offered a link to on the screen.)
In other ways, too, my conversations reminded me that it wasn't actually a celebrity I was conversing with.
Meta AI's answers typically took a few milliseconds too long to feel like a natural back and forth. One time, the AI Dench voice attempted to be colloquial by saying, "What would you like to talk about, love?" -- but paused for such an uncomfortable amount of time before saying "love" that it felt like a different sentence.
In tech, this is called the uncanny valley -- the awkward and uncomfortable space between an AI or a robot seeming totally fake or totally real.
The conversations felt lifeless because, while Meta AI may now have the voices of certain celebrities, the AI doesn't have their distinct personalities. To start with, AI Dench's voice sounds like it's eager to be helpful -- not a quality I'd associate with the curt actor.
In conversations with the AI voice of Awkwafina, a comedian with a distinct New York flair, most of her answers were as boring as, well, a chatbot. Even when I asked the AI to "pretend to be Awkwafina" and tell me a joke, it offered one so bad that it might embarrass the real actor.
Meta told me it didn't try to make its AI adopt the personalities of its celebrity voices. The voices are, so to speak, "skins" on the same general-purpose Meta AI chatbot. Last year, the company launched a text-and-image-only version of Meta AI that did try to impersonate celebrities, but the company has now shut that down. It still, however, has an AI Studio where creators can build AI characters that are an extension of themselves.
It's possible this is just a marketing stunt that's destined to fizzle out. Meta is not the first to produce celebrity AI voices, and the idea doesn't have a great track record. Amazon and Google previously offered voices for their voice assistants, such as those of Samuel L. Jackson, Issa Rae and John Legend. Both companies shut down these offerings after a few years, without much indication of why.
What concerns me most: What happens when the AI voices and personalities do become much more convincing? What do we gain -- and what do we lose -- when we endow AI with the characteristics of real living people?
I asked Sue Young, the vice president of product management in charge of Meta AI, why it is a good idea to give an AI the voice of a real person.
"We just wanted to have a diversity of voices that would resonate with people," she said.
She said Meta worked with a range of voice actors, some famous, some not, to generate them. "For the ones that people do recognize, we wanted to give attribution and create that formal partnership with them," said Young.
She didn't appear to share my view that celebrities are fundamentally different than unknown voice actors.
But they are. When you talk to ordinary old Siri or Alexa (also a product of voice actors), you know it's just a computer. When you talk to an AI Dench voice, you're picturing in your mind a real person with a face and personality that you might have feelings about. That's the whole reason it feels fun to interact with them.
How might you feel chatting with their voice if suddenly one of these celebrities were to die? That's the humanity part.
What does it teach young people, who love Meta's apps, about how to think about the place of the tech in their lives? Experts at Common Sense Media, a children's advocacy group, have told me that parents should stress with kids that AI is not actually a friend and doesn't have your best interests at heart -- even if it pretends to.
To Meta's credit, its celebrity-voice AI will expressly tell you it's not really a person. When I asked Dench's AI voice if it knew Judi Dench, it said, "I'm familiar with Dame Judi, but I don't have personal relationships or specific information about individuals unless it's publicly available."
But it had no problem obliging my request to pretend to be my girlfriend. Said Meta AI in Dench's voice: "I can play along. Hi, sweetheart. How was your day?"
I suspect that celebrity voices are a shortcut to trying to get a mass market of people to be more comfortable with the technology. But borrowing some  humanity from well-known people -- even if you're paying them well -- feels like an icky way to go about it. I wonder: Why didn't Zuckerberg lend his own famous voice to the cause?
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Google files antitrust complaint against Microsoft in Europe
Google accused its archrival Microsoft of using its dominance in business software to unfairly benefit its cloud platform.
By Will Oremus, Gerrit De Vynck | 2024-09-25

Google announced it had filed a complaint at the European Commission against Microsoft on Wednesday. (Angela Weiss, Sajjad Hussain, Nicholas Kamm/AFP/Getty Images) 


Google said Wednesday it has filed an antitrust complaint against Microsoft in the European Union, accusing Microsoft of using its dominance in business software to lock clients into its Azure cloud services.
The search giant argues Microsoft is violating European competition laws by charging punitive fees for its customers to transfer projects running on Microsoft's Azure cloud platform to a competing cloud service. In a blog post, Google said Microsoft's tactics are costing European businesses at least 1 billion euros ($1.1 billion) per year and stifling competition in the lucrative cloud services industry.
Google's complaint, which could trigger an inquiry by Europe's competition commission, is the latest salvo in a long-running rivalry between two of the world's largest tech firms. Over the years, Google and Microsoft have each repeatedly accused the other of being a monopoly, with mixed results.
Google competes with Microsoft in multiple areas. Google's search engine is far more popular than Microsoft's Bing, but Microsoft has a bigger business selling cloud services and business software such as Microsoft Word. Google has long tried and failed to catch up to Amazon's and Microsoft's cloud businesses, which bring in billions of dollars a year for the companies and are central to the push to roll out artificial intelligence technology. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
In a statement, Microsoft said it had amicably settled similar concerns raised by European cloud providers, referring to a deal struck this year with an industry association representing Amazon's cloud business and several smaller players. The smaller companies withdrew their complaint in exchange for Microsoft agreeing to make its tech work more seamlessly with those companies' platforms. Amazon was not part of the deal, and Google criticized the agreement in its blog post Wednesday.
Microsoft suggested Google was attempting to revive that earlier complaint. "Having failed to persuade European companies, we expect Google similarly will fail to persuade the European Commission," the statement said. The European Commission, which enforces E.U. laws, did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
In 2011, Microsoft filed a complaint with European regulators accusing Google of monopolizing web search and advertising. Google first went public with its accusations against Microsoft in the cloud sector with a letter to the U.S. Federal Trade Commission last year.
Microsoft is already facing a separate antitrust investigation in Europe over its practice of bundling its chat and videoconferencing service, Teams, with its other popular business products. That inquiry stems from a 2020 complaint filed by Slack, owned by cloud business software provider Salesforce.
Microsoft's cloud practices are also under investigation by the United Kingdom's Competition and Markets Authority.
Google is facing several antitrust attacks in the United States. A federal judge ruled in August that Google has an illegal monopoly in search. The company is also on trial defending a case brought by the U.S. government accusing it of using anticompetitive practices in the advertising technology market.
Cloud computing has become a key source of revenue and profit for U.S. tech giants, including Microsoft, Google and Amazon. A boom in AI technology is expected to drive even more demand for those services, with the companies spending billions to expand the data centers that power cloud platforms.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2024/09/25/google-microsoft-antitrust-eu-cloud/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Technology
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            World
          
        

      

      National

      The Washington Post's national news coverage. Get the latest national news, featuring national security, science and the courts. Read breaking national news headlines from across the U.S.


      
        Live updates: Tracking Hurricane Helene as Florida preps for 'catastrophic' storm surge
        Jason Samenow, Scott Dance

        Hurricane Helene could come ashore in Florida as a dangerous Category 3 or 4 storm with a surge over 10 feet, bringing flooding inland. Follow live updates.

      

      
        Hurricane Helene tracker: Map and projected storm path
        Dylan Moriarty, Szu Yu  Chen, Nick Kirkpatrick, Tim Meko

        Hurricane Helene is the 8th named storm of the Atlantic hurricane season.

      

      
        Lost for 200 years, this copy of the Constitution may sell for millions
        Kyle Melnick

        Brunk Auctions in North Carolina is selling a copy of the U.S. Constitution that's dated 1787 and was found in a filing cabinet.

      

      
        Chinese Americans face discrimination amid U.S-China tensions, survey shows
        Kelly Kasulis Cho

        According to a survey, 68% of Chinese Americans say they face discrimination in an average month, while 65% think U.S.-China relations negatively impact how they're treated.

      

      
        Marcellus Williams execution draws fresh backlash to death penalty
        Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Kim Bellware

        Some progressives re-upped calls to abolish the death penalty, while conservatives lauded the execution for providing closure to the protracted case.

      

      
        Missouri executes Marcellus Williams despite prosecutors' objections
        Kim Bellware

        Felicia "Lisha" Gayle was found stabbed to death in her suburban St. Louis home in 1998. Marcellus Williams said he didn't kill her.

      

      
        One person dead after bus hijacked in Los Angeles
        Reis Thebault, Jiselle Lee

        Police pursued the bus for an hour before stopping it and taking a suspect into custody, the LAPD said.

      

      
        Kentucky sheriff pleads not guilty to killing judge at courthouse
        Kim Bellware

        Letcher County Sheriff Shawn "Mickey" Stines faces first-degree murder charges after he allegedly shot to death Judge Kevin Mullins in his courthouse chambers last week.

      

      
        OceanGate gave passengers jobs on Titan sub to skirt regulations, witness says
        Ben Brasch

        OceanGate charged six-figure prices to dive to Titanic ruins. Passengers had the title "mission specialist," but the work was menial, a fellow sub operator said.

      

      
        
          	
            Technology
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            World
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Live updates: Tracking Hurricane Helene as Florida preps for 'catastrophic' storm surge
Hurricane Helene could come ashore in Florida as a dangerous Category 3 or 4 storm with a surge over 10 feet, bringing flooding inland. Follow live updates. 
By Jason Samenow, Scott Dance, Dylan Moriarty, Szu Yu  Chen, Nick Kirkpatrick, Candace Mitchell, Mariana Alfaro, Ian Livingston, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, John Farrell, Bonnie Berkowitz, Tim Meko, Jonathan Edwards, Sharon Dunten, Brady Dennis, Amudalat Ajasa, Dan Stillman, Matthew Cappucci, Sarah Raza, Emily Wax-Thibodeaux, Jiselle Lee, Artur Galocha, Joshua Carroll | 2024-09-26
Hurricane Helene is barreling toward Florida's Gulf Coast and is expected to be an extremely dangerous storm when it reaches its shores late Thursday. The National Hurricane Center warned of "catastrophic and deadly" storm surge in the state's Big Bend area that could reach as high as 20 feet, a level that would be "unsurvivable" in some locations. But the hazards from this unusually large storm will extend far beyond wherever it makes initial landfall. In addition to storm surge, "damaging and life-threatening hurricane-force winds" will sweep far inland, over swaths of Florida and Georgia, and flooding rains could pour into Georgia and the Carolinas.
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Hurricane Helene tracker: Map and projected storm path
Hurricane Helene is the 8th named storm of the Atlantic hurricane season.
By Dylan Moriarty, Szu Yu  Chen, Nick Kirkpatrick, Tim Meko | 2024-09-26
Helene has now grown into a hurricane, and is expected to bring tropical storm-strength winds and rain to the southeastern U.S. It could make landfall as a Category 3 or 4 storm.
In recent years, several hurricanes and tropical storms have made landfall in and around the area, most recently Hurricane Debby in August.
In 2018, Michael, one of the strongest storms ever to hit the United States, caused death and devastation as far north as Virginia and nearly obliterated the Panhandle town of Mexico Beach.
Only when tropical cyclones in the Atlantic Ocean encounter the right ingredients for long enough do they strengthen to the point of designation.
Meteorologists at the National Hurricane Center pay close attention to a cyclone's wind speed, which determines its class. Once it reaches 39 mph for at least one minute, it's classified as a tropical storm and given a name; at 74 mph, the storm becomes a Category 1 hurricane, and continues through Category 5.
These classifications help officials predict the possible risks and damage and send warnings of what to expect from the strong winds, waves, rains and floods when they hit land.
It's dangerous to be caught in tropical storm-force winds. Stronger hurricane-force winds can destroy homes and buildings and send debris flying. 
The winds can also push seawater inland for miles, causing an abnormal rise in seawater levels, known as storm surge -- the leading cause of death during a hurricane in the United States, according to the National Weather Service. Large waves are also a risk to people and property.
As a storm moves further inland, flooding becomes a major risk. Cyclones often produce more than six inches of heavy rain, which can overwhelm drainage systems and the ability of the ground to absorb the water, causing flash floods. Flooding may persist for days after a storm.
Hurricane season historically peaks around mid-September, and this season could be the worst in decades, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration says. Government meteorologists predict 17 to 25 tropical storms this year, including four to seven that could become major hurricanes.
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Lost for 200 years, this copy of the Constitution may sell for millions
Brunk Auctions in North Carolina is selling a copy of the U.S. Constitution that's dated 1787 and was found in a filing cabinet.
By Kyle Melnick | 2024-09-26

A 1787 copy of the U.S. Constitution will be put up for auction on Saturday at Brunk Auctions in Asheville, N.C. (Jeffrey Collins/AP)


To some people, the contents of a decades-old folder found in a North Carolina mansion's filing cabinet might just look like a stack of old papers, appraiser Ken Farmer said. But when Farmer opened the folder last year, he believed he might've found the rarest artifact of his career.
Inside the folder he found a copy of the U.S. Constitution that was dated 1787. On the final page, Farmer inspected the signature of Charles Thomson, the secretary of the Continental Congress at the time, with a magnifying glass and said it looked authentic.
The document, Farmer said, was one of the first copies of the Constitution that Congress sent to the original 13 colonies for ratification. Farmer suggested the owners send the document to Brunk Auctions in Asheville, N.C., where the document will be auctioned Saturday.
The opening bid is $1 million, but auctioneers said they expect it to sell for millions more.
"Every time I have it in my hands, I still get goose bumps," Andrew Brunk, president of Brunk Auctions, told The Washington Post. "This is far and away the most exciting thing that we've ever come upon."
Farmer discovered the document on the property of the Hayes Farm in Edenton, N.C., which Samuel Johnston, a North Carolina governor and state senator in the late 1700s, was believed to have owned. The property included a plantation where enslaved people worked, according to the Society of Architectural Historians, a nonprofit that studies and conserves architecture.
The Johnston family gave the property to a friend, Edward Wood, in the 1800s, according to the Society of Architectural Historians. The Wood family owned the property until December 2022, when they sold it to the state of North Carolina for $6.1 million, the Chowan Herald reported. While cleaning out the house, Farmer said, the Wood family hired him to appraise 18th- and 19th-century furniture, books, maps and weapons in the house.
On a visit to the mansion in February 2023, Farmer said he inspected a folder that had been sitting in a dusty file cabinet. Inside, there was a 1776 draft of the Articles of Confederation, a 1785 ordinance defining Thomson's duties as secretary of Congress and a 1787 foreign affairs letter. Farmer also found the Constitution copy on four sheets of 11-by-16-inch paper.
Farmer wondered which copy of the Constitution it was. He saw Thomson's signature was written with ink that bled into the fibers of the paper and then confirmed Thomson was the secretary of the Continental Congress in 1787.
A few days later at his Charlottesville home, Farmer said he compared the document to photos of the 1787 Constitution from archival websites.
"Oh my God, this is a dead ringer," Farmer, who has appraised items for more than four decades, recalled thinking.
The draft of the Constitution was finalized after the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia in September 1787. Later that month, Congress sent copies of the Constitution to the colonies for ratification along with a letter from the eventual first president, George Washington, encouraging delegates to agree to the terms. At least nine colonies needed to accept the Constitution to make it binding.
About 100 copies were printed, but only nine have been accounted for, according to Brunk Auctions. The copy being auctioned is lightly stained and folded horizontally but is in good condition, Brunk Auctions said.

Auctioneer Andrew Brunk discusses a 1787 copy of the U.S. Constitution that will be put up for auction on Saturday. (Jeffrey Collins/AP)


New Hampshire became the ninth state to ratify the Constitution in June 1788. The following year, America's founders proposed amendments in the Bill of Rights, and 10 were ratified in 1791.
Chris Edelson, an assistant government professor at American University, said old copies of the Constitution are novelties and reminders of the long process required to create and ratify America's laws in the 18th century.
"We think this just kind of magically happened," Edelson said. "It wasn't a miracle. It was people; White men, some of them were slave owners, who were faced with a problem, and they confronted it creatively and courageously, and they worked out a solution."
Another rare copy of the Constitution that was printed for Constitutional Convention delegates sold for $43.2 million in November 2021. Seth Kaller, a historical documents expert whom Brunk Auctions hired to authenticate its copy of the Constitution, said the document on auction Saturday is rarer than the one sold three years ago.
"The chance of another one of these being discovered is very close to zero," Kaller said.
But Jack Rakove, an emeritus political science professor at Stanford University, questioned if the document offered anything new to our knowledge of the Constitution and its history.
"It's just another copy," Rakove said. "... It may or may not add something new to the historical record."
Brunk, 56, said a few elements make the copy stand out. There are dashes next to many of the paragraphs, which he said Thomson or a North Carolina delegate might've marked. A column on the third page appears to read: "Adopted it must be & shall be" in faded ink, a message Brunk said might've been related to North Carolina refusing to ratify the Constitution until amendments were proposed.
On Saturday, the 237th anniversary of Congress's decision to send the Constitution to the colonies, Brunk said he expects the document to sell for at least $10 million.
"A piece of paper that is so light and ephemeral can at the same time embody so much weight metaphorically," Brunk said. "I mean, this is a cornerstone of modern democracy."
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Chinese Americans face discrimination amid U.S-China tensions, survey shows
According to a survey, 68% of Chinese Americans say they face discrimination in an average month, while 65% think U.S.-China relations negatively impact how they're treated. 
By Kelly Kasulis Cho | 2024-09-26

People march in New York in 2021 to mourn victims of a shooting that targeted three Asian-owned businesses in Atlanta. (Ed Ou for The Washington Post)


Roughly two-thirds of Chinese Americans said they experience discrimination regularly, according to a survey published Wednesday.
A study published by the National Opinion Research Center at the University of Chicago and nonprofit group Committee of 100 showed that 68 percent of Chinese Americans said they face at least one form of discrimination in an average month, while 65 percent said they think the state of U.S.-China relations negatively impacts how other Americans treat them. The survey also asked about mental health, and 43 percent of Chinese Americans said they felt depressed.
The researchers surveyed more than 500 Chinese Americans in their preferred language and explored how they feel they are treated in the United States, how they view their mental health and whether they expect to vote in the presidential election this November.
Hate and discrimination against Asian Americans was brought to the fore as a national issue during the coronavirus pandemic, which coincided with a spike in hate crimes and helped precipitate activist movements and the hashtag #StopAsianHate, or #StopAAPIhate (AAPI stands for Asian American Pacific Islander). President Donald Trump was denounced by activists and civil rights groups for his rhetoric when speaking about the coronavirus, which he sometimes referred to as the "China plague" or the "Kung flu."
Several states responded at the time by mandating or proposing Asian American history lessons in schools to help stymie bigotry, and President Joe Biden in 2021 signed a bill aimed at making it easier to report anti-Asian hate crimes at local and state levels as a direct response to the covid pandemic.
In March of that year, Biden also publicly denounced anti-Asian hate, stating that members of the AAPI community had been "attacked, harassed, blamed and scapegoated."
According to the recent survey, many Chinese Americans still face a climate of hate. About 85 percent who said they face discrimination in a regular month also said they perceive it to be because of their race, ethnicity, name or accent. Twenty-seven percent said they are physically threatened in an average month, while 21 percent said they are harassed. Just over half -- 51 percent -- said they are not satisfied with how federally elected officials are handling violence against their communities.
About 5.5 million people of Chinese descent live in the United States, according to the U.S. Census Bureau, amounting to the largest Asian demographic group measured in the country. Three-quarters of those surveyed in the recent study said they expect to vote in the upcoming presidential election, and just under half identified as Democrats.
A large majority -- 81 percent -- of Chinese Americans said they are "at least a little concerned" about rhetoric used by presidential candidates when talking about China or U.S.-China relations, and 61 percent said U.S. news media rhetoric on the subject "negatively affects how strangers treat them," according to a release on the survey's findings.
The survey also found that many Chinese Americans are likely struggling with their mental health. Half said they felt "hopeless" in the month leading up to the survey, 43 percent said they felt depressed, and 39 percent said they felt "worthless."
"This struggle with mental wellness is particularly pronounced among those who are younger, women, and Chinese Americans who regularly experience racial discrimination," the Committee of 100 said in a release.
"Poor treatment (i.e. discrimination) negatively affects mental health outcomes and perceptions of acceptance in American society," it added.
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Marcellus Williams execution draws fresh backlash to death penalty
Some progressives re-upped calls to abolish the death penalty, while conservatives lauded the execution for providing closure to the protracted case.
By Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Kim Bellware | 2024-09-25

Deacon Dave Billips, with the Office of Peace and Justice in the St. Louis Archdiocese, protests the execution of Marcellus Williams on Tuesday outside the Carnahan Courthouse in St. Louis. (Laurie Skrivan/AP)


Critics of the death penalty are speaking out a day after Missouri executed Marcellus Williams, who for years maintained he was innocent in the 1998 killing of a former reporter, a case that has drawn attention across the country.
Some, including Rep. Cori Bush (D-Mo.), criticized the execution as an "injustice" and called for the abolition of the death penalty. NAACP President Derrick Johnson said the state had "lynched another innocent Black man."
Others defended the execution, saying there was not sufficient evidence to prove Williams's innocence and the case needed to come to an end.
Before the lethal injection that killed Williams, Missouri Gov. Mike Parson (R) said he hoped the execution would bring closure to the case.
"No juror nor judge has ever found Williams' innocence claim to be credible," said Parson, who declined to intervene in the execution, in a statement.
Williams was convicted in 2001 of killing Felicia "Lisha" Gayle, a former reporter for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. The conviction came despite the fact that forensic evidence at the crime scene did not match Williams's DNA. His current attorneys said his conviction was also built upon testimony from two unreliable witnesses who had incentives to blame Williams.

Marcellus Williams in a September 2018 portrait on Missouri's death row. (Courtesy of Marcellus Williams's legal team) 


The state Supreme Court in 2015 spared Williams from execution, and then-Gov. Eric Greitens (R) granted Williams a reprieve in 2017. Greitens, persuaded by arguments that new DNA testing might exonerate Williams, appointed a board of inquiry to investigate further. After taking office, Parson disbanded the board before it could issue a final report.
Efforts by St. Louis County Prosecutor Wesley Bell (D) to spare Williams from the death penalty and allow him to accept a plea deal that would result in a life sentence were opposed by the state attorney general's office. Bell's office conducted an independent review of the case and earlier this year sought to have Williams's conviction set aside.
The legal back-and-forth came to a head Monday when the state Supreme Court rejected Williams's request to pause his execution so a lower court could determine whether prosecutors wrongly excluded Black potential jurors at his criminal trial. Parson also declined to grant Williams's clemency request.
The case has become a political flash point in a state where top leaders have recently fought against freeing wrongfully convicted inmates in separate cases.
Missouri Attorney General Andrew Bailey (R), whose office did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday, appealed a state Supreme Court ruling that would have freed Christopher Dunn in July after he was exonerated. That came weeks after Bailey again sought to appeal an overturned conviction of Sandra Hemme from the state's top court. Both Hemme and Dunn eventually walked free after the last-minute appeals.
Parson, for his part, has previously granted hundreds of pardons, causing the Restoration of Rights Project to newly label the Republican-controlled state as one of 17 that grant frequent pardons. But Parson said Williams "exhausted due process" and that he supported the death penalty in this case.
The execution occurred despite the objections of the victim's family and Bell, whose office originally convicted Williams.
Bell said on X that Williams should still be alive.
"If there is even the shadow of a doubt of innocence the death penalty should never be an option," wrote Bell, who is the Democratic nominee in Missouri's 1st U.S. House district after defeating Bush, the incumbent, in a primary last month.

Summer Hishmeh, center, and Sakura Hassan, both from St. Louis, hold hands and cry as they walk with another man away from a protest of the execution of Marcellus Williams outside the Missouri Department of Corrections prison on Tuesday in Bonne Terre. (Zachary Linhares/AP)


Williams's execution also renewed calls from some progressives to abolish the death penalty, including from Reps. Ilhan Omar (D-Minn.) and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.).
"The death penalty is flawed, racist, and unjust," Omar wrote. "It has no place in America or anywhere else in the world. Abolish it."
A majority of Americans -- 55 percent -- find the death penalty morally acceptable, according to a Gallup poll from May, down from a high of 80 percent in the mid 1990s. In a poll from last year, Gallup found a record-low 47 percent of Americans think the death penalty is fairly applied.
An unusual number of death row inmates were scheduled to be put to death in the span of this week, according to the Death Penalty Information Center, a nonprofit that does not take a position on the death penalty but is critical of issues in its application. Along with Williams, two others -- Freddie Owens in South Carolina and Travis James Mullis in Texas -- were put to death since Friday. Two more people are scheduled to be executed on Thursday.
Former president Donald Trump has pledged to increase executions if elected. Vice President Kamala Harris has long opposed the death penalty, but in a shift, the Democratic Party this year dropped abolishing the death penalty from its platform.
In 2016, Democrats for the first time since the modern death penalty was reinstated in 1976, called for total abolition, saying the practice was "arbitrary and unjust." The party reiterated the position in 2020. At the outset of the Democratic National Convention in August, Democrats approved their 2024 party platform. Among the more than 41,000 words in this year's platform, neither the death penalty -- nor its abolition -- was mentioned.
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Missouri executes Marcellus Williams despite prosecutors' objections
Felicia "Lisha" Gayle was found stabbed to death in her suburban St. Louis home in 1998. Marcellus Williams said he didn't kill her.
By Kim Bellware | 2024-09-25

Marcellus Williams, shown in 2018, was convicted of murder after Felicia Gayle was killed in 1998. He denied killing her. (Courtesy of Marcellus Williams's legal team)


Marcellus Williams, who spent more than two decades on Missouri's death row convicted of a 1998 murder that he  said he did not commit, died by lethal injection Tuesday evening after a lengthy and complex effort to exonerate him based on DNA testing issues.
Williams, 55, was pronounced dead at the Potosi Correctional Center in Mineral Point.
After two last-minute execution reprieves starting almost a decade ago, momentum to reexamine Williams's decades-old conviction gathered from unlikely sources, including the local prosecutor from the office that convicted him. Williams received an outpouring of support from legal groups such as the Midwest Innocence Project and a member of Congress. The family of the victim in the 1998 St. Louis stabbing came to oppose Williams's execution.
Late Tuesday afternoon, the U.S. Supreme Court declined to stay Williams's execution. The court's three liberal members -- Justices Sonia Sotomayor, Elena Kagan and Ketanji Brown Jackson -- disagreed and said they would have granted the request to halt the execution.
In a statement after the high court's decision, an attorney for Williams listed people who had opposed his execution and fought for his removal from death row, including the St. Louis County prosecutors who "now admitted they were wrong and zealously fought to undo the conviction and save Mr. Williams' life."
"That is not justice," Tricia Rojo Bushnell said in a statement. "And we must all question any system that would allow this to occur. The execution of an innocent person is the most extreme manifestation of Missouri's obsession with 'finality' over truth, justice, and humanity, at any cost."
But for Missouri Attorney General Andrew Bailey and Gov. Mike Parson, Republicans who opposed efforts to vacate Williams's conviction, the state long ago met its burden in finding Williams guilty.
The NAACP, which had supported Williams's attempt to leave death row, called the execution a lynching.
"Tonight, Missouri lynched another innocent Black man," NAACP President Derrick Johnson said in a statement. "When DNA evidence proves innocence, capital punishment is not justice -- it is murder."
On Aug. 11, 1998, Felicia "Lisha" Gayle, a former reporter for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, was found stabbed to death in her suburban St. Louis home. Though forensic evidence at the crime scene included fingerprints, footprints, hair and DNA on a kitchen knife, the investigation stretched on for more than a year without charges.
Williams, who denied killing Gayle, was eventually convicted of her murder despite his DNA not matching the forensic evidence recovered from the crime scene. His current attorneys said his conviction was built upon testimony from two unreliable witnesses who had incentives to point the finger at Williams: reward money and a bargain for shorter sentences in their own criminal cases.
The Midwest Innocence Project, which took up Williams's case, said the incentives of the witnesses in his case were particularly problematic. Jailhouse informant testimony played a role in 23 percent of death penalty exoneration cases, according to data from the National Registry of Exonerations at the University of Michigan.

Joseph Amrine, who was exonerated two decades ago after spending years on death row, speaks at a rally to support death row inmate Marcellus Williams on Aug. 21, in Clayton, Mo. (Jim Salter/AP)


Williams was twice spared from execution, first by the state Supreme Court in 2015 and in 2017 when Gov. Eric Greitens (R) granted Williams a reprieve.
Persuaded by arguments that new DNA testing exonerated Williams, Greitens appointed a board of inquiry to investigate the new claims. In the following years, Williams's case reached a new level of complexity with a lawsuit, court motions and a dramatic plea deal that was eventually blocked.
In 2023, Parson, Greitens's successor, abruptly dissolved the board before it issued its final report, prompting Williams to sue.
Parson said at the time it was "time to move forward" with the execution.
"We could stall and delay for another six years, deferring justice, leaving a victim's family in limbo, and solving nothing," Parson said in a 2023 news release. "This administration won't do that."
As Williams pursued his lawsuit over the scuttled inquiry, the office of St. Louis County Prosecuting Attorney Wesley Bell (D) was looking into Williams's case, too. Following an independent review of the case, Bell would become among the staunchest supporters of Williams's innocence claim.
In January of this year, Bell filed a motion to vacate the capital murder conviction; Bell said a DNA analysis excluded Williams as the source of DNA on the murder weapon and that his predecessors in the office made constitutional errors that contributed to a faulty murder conviction. Those errors, according to Bell's motion, included the use of witnesses who had personal and financial incentives to testify against Williams and racial discrimination in the jury selection process.
Bell wanted more time for the courts to consider Williams's innocence claims, but by June, the state Supreme Court sided with Parson, ending Williams's lawsuit, and set an execution date for September.
In July, the attorney general's office asked the state's highest court to block an August hearing to determine whether Williams was innocent. Bailey's office argued that a St. Louis County judge lacked the authority to reverse a conviction since a higher court had already ruled and set an execution date.
Yet another twist in the case came in August as Bell's office sought to spare Williams from his pending September execution. Hours before a hearing on the new evidence in Williams's case, the lawyers learned the DNA that excluded Williams belonged to former St. Louis prosecutor Keith Larner and an investigator. According to court filings, the men contaminated the murder weapon years earlier by handling it without gloves.
Bell's office then sought to spare Williams the death penalty with an "Alford plea," which would allow Williams to plead guilty without admitting to the crime and receive a recommended life sentence. Bailey successfully petitioned the state Supreme Court to block the deal.
Earlier this month, Williams's attorneys argued before a St. Louis County Circuit Court judge that the prosecution's mishandling of evidence years ago "destroyed [Williams's] last and best chance" to prove his innocence, attorney Jonathan Potts said, according to the Associated Press. The circuit court judge declined to vacate Williams's conviction and death sentence.
Parson rejected Williams's clemency request, while the state Supreme Court on Monday rejected his request to pause his execution so a lower court could determine whether prosecutors wrongly excluded Black potential jurors at his criminal trial.
Lawmakers including Rep. Cori Bush (D-Mo.) also urged the state to stop Williams's execution.
Mark Berman, Justin Jouvenal and Wesley Lowery contributed to this report.
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One person dead after bus hijacked in Los Angeles
Police pursued the bus for an hour before stopping it and taking a suspect into custody, the LAPD said.
By Reis Thebault, Jiselle Lee | 2024-09-25

Police and emergency vehicles are on the scene following a hijacking of a commuter bus in Los Angeles early Wednesday. (KABC/AP)


LOS ANGELES -- A gunman hijacked a public bus here early Wednesday, leading police on a halting and chaotic chase through downtown that ended in a tense standoff, left one passenger dead and became the latest violent episode to shake the transit system.
Officers arrested an armed suspect, whom they did not identify, after an hour-long overnight pursuit. The bus driver, who was not injured, had been held at gunpoint while he steered the vehicle down city streets as a phalanx of police cars followed, authorities said.
Police used spike strips to puncture the bus's tires, eventually bringing it to a halt, where it was surrounded by SWAT officers. One passenger had been shot multiple times, police said, and was pronounced dead at a hospital, while a second passenger escaped uninjured.
Authorities praised the bus driver, who also has not been named, for operating the vehicle in "as safe a manner as he could" under extreme duress.
"I think the world of the operator," Donald Graham, a deputy chief with the Los Angeles Police Department, said at a news conference.
Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass said in a statement Wednesday afternoon that the city will work urgently with the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority board and CEO to address public transportation safety.
"What happened this morning was completely unacceptable and has no place in Los Angeles," she said. "I want to be very clear that those involved must be held fully accountable to the rule of law."
Bass said the investigation is ongoing.

Video shows police pursuing a hijacked MTA bus in Los Angeles early Sept. 25.


The incident is the latest high-profile attack to unfold this year on Los Angeles buses and trains, rattling commuters and threatening to derail an effort to promote public transit ridership in a city famously reliant on personal vehicles.
In May, Bass ordered "a surge" of police to patrol bus routes and subway lines after a series of violent incidents. The move brought about 260 officers to the transit system after reports of stabbings, shootings and at least one previous hijacking.
"We understand our No. 1 job is for Angelenos across L.A. County to feel safe," Bass said then.
The mayor, who was head of the Metro board until her term ended this summer, has lofty goals for the transit agency. She has said she wants ridership to top 1.2 million people on weekdays and envisions the system as central to a "no car" Olympic Games in 2028.
Transit authorities from San Francisco to D.C. have confronted anxiety about violence on trains and buses in recent years, and L.A. city leaders fear that incidents like Wednesday's could further dissuade riders.
Police received the first calls about a possible assault with a deadly weapon on the bus at about 12:45 a.m. Wednesday, they said. The driver hit a panic button, alerting authorities and activating an emergency message on the vehicle's digital display, police said.
In footage from the scene, the bus display could be seen flashing the words "911 CALL POLICE."
Officers located the bus and initially attempted to make contact with the driver and hijacker using a public address system.
"The bus responded by slow-rolling away from the police officers, and a pursuit began that lasted about an hour," said Graham, the deputy police chief.
The pursuit proceeded at a sometimes plodding pace, with bystanders riding bicycles and skateboards alongside the bus, filming. In one video, officers can be heard admonishing onlookers: "Leave the area. This is an armed suspect. These are not games."
The bus finally stopped near Alameda and Sixth streets in the Arts District area of downtown. Video from social media of the final standoff shows SWAT officers using flash-bang devices before boarding the bus and helping its driver escape through a window.
The chase, Graham said, showed that Metro's operators are "civil service heroes."
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Kentucky sheriff pleads not guilty to killing judge at courthouse
Letcher County Sheriff Shawn "Mickey" Stines faces first-degree murder charges after he allegedly shot to death Judge Kevin Mullins in his courthouse chambers last week.
By Kim Bellware | 2024-09-25

The Letcher County Sheriff's Department, shown on Friday in Whitesburg, Ky. (Randy Sartin/AP)


A sheriff in eastern Kentucky pleaded not guilty to first-degree murder on Wednesday, nearly a week after he was charged with shooting a local district judge in a courthouse killing that shocked and mystified the small Appalachian town of Whitesburg.
Shawn "Mickey" Stines, the 43-year-old Letcher County sheriff, was arraigned via virtual hearing before Chief Regional Judge Rupert Wilhoit, who was appointed to serve as the special judge on Stines's case.
Stines is accused of killing Kevin Mullins, a 54-year-old Letcher County district judge and a longtime colleague of Stines. Before Stines's election as sheriff in 2018, he served as Mullins's courtroom bailiff; as sheriff, Stines was responsible for providing security for courthouse employees, including its judges.
During Wednesday's brief hearing, Stines told the court he did not have a lawyer yet, but he appeared with Josh Miller, the attorney who directs the capital trial branch at Kentucky's Department of Public Advocacy.
Since Stines's case is eligible for the death penalty under Kentucky law, Miller argued that his defense would be too costly for Stines.
Jackie Steele, a commonwealth's attorney for the 27th Judicial Circuit, who is serving with the attorney general's office as a special prosecutor, objected. Miller had not been formally appointed by the court to defend Stines at the outset of the hearing, Steele said, and argued that a sheriff whose annual salary is about $115,000 should not be considered "indigent."
Miller countered that Stines is expected to lose his job as Letcher County sheriff and that his family "is not prepared for this eventuality." Stines's wife, Caroline, appeared virtually at the Wednesday hearing but did not speak.
Wilhoit agreed that Stines is not indigent but appointed the public defender to his case "for the limited purpose" of assisting Stines at his preliminary hearing on Oct. 1. Wilhoit noted that when his case reaches circuit court, the court may require him to hire his own attorney.

Letcher County Sheriff Shawn M. Stines speaks during an interview in Whitesburg in August. (WYMT-TV/AP) 


The unexplained killing of one of the county's most prominent officials by its top-ranking law enforcement officer has destabilized Whitesburg, a tight-knit town of about 1,700 people roughly 145 miles southeast of Lexington.
Now a crime scene, the Letcher County courthouse in Whitesburg will remain closed through the end of the month. Cases and courthouse activity have been put on pause, while the sheriff's office -- also closed until October -- tapped a chief deputy to serve as interim sheriff. Matt Butler, the county's top prosecutor, recused himself in the case in part because Mullins was his brother-in-law through their wives. One of Butler's employees, among the roughly 50 courthouse staff in the building during the shooting, was in Mullins's judicial suite and is likely to be a witness, Butler said last week.
As the county adjusts to its new reality, the biggest question that looms is "why."
"The motive, what led up to the shooting, is what we're trying to figure out," Trooper Matt Gayheart, a Kentucky State Police spokesman, said during a news conference last week.
State police and the attorney general's office, which will prosecute the case, have released few details on the crime. According to the Kentucky State Police, on Sept. 19 just before 3 p.m., Stines shot Mullins after an argument. Stines allegedly walked into Mullins's outer office and told court employees that he wanted to speak with the judge alone, the Whitesburg-based Mountain Eagle reported.
Once alone, the newspaper reported, Stines allegedly shut the door, and the sound of gunshots followed.
Mullins was pronounced dead at the scene, and Stines was arrested without incident, state police said. Since the shooting, Stines has been held at the Leslie County Detention Center, about 60 miles away.
In addition to the murder charge, Stines remains the subject of a federal lawsuit that accuses his former deputy of coercing women into sex when they couldn't pay the fees related to their ankle monitors required for home confinement.
In the 2022 lawsuit filed in the Eastern District of Kentucky, one of the plaintiffs alleges that Stines failed "to adequately train and supervise" the deputy, Ben Fields, and "knew or should have known" that Fields was sexually abusing the women in his charge.
Fields, who had succeeded Stines as Mullins's bailiff, allegedly took the plaintiff into the judge's chambers after hours to coerce her into sexual acts because he knew there were no cameras in the room, the complaint says.
Attorneys for Fields did not respond to a request for comment last week. Fields, in court documents, denied some of the allegations and exercised his Fifth Amendment rights on others. He pleaded guilty last year to criminal charges of rape, sodomy, perjury and tampering with a prisoner monitoring device. He served six months in jail and was released on probation, according to the Mountain Eagle.
Mullins was not named in the lawsuit and was never accused of wrongdoing in the case.
Fields was fired from the Letcher County sheriff's office. Stines, his jailed former boss, technically remains in charge.
Letcher County Attorney Jamie Hatton explained to local TV station WJHL that since Stines was elected to his role, under Kentucky law, he remains in office until he resigns or is somehow removed by other action.
"Although he's charged with this horrible crime, he's still our sheriff," Hatton told the station. "So we're working on procedures to ascertain ... if he plans to resign that position or retain that position. And based on that decision, we have to determine what is the next step if he doesn't wish to resign and how do we run our local sheriff's office."
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OceanGate gave passengers jobs on Titan sub to skirt regulations, witness says
OceanGate charged six-figure prices to dive to Titanic ruins. Passengers had the title "mission specialist," but the work was menial, a fellow sub operator said.
By Ben Brasch | 2024-09-25

Members of the Coast Guard's Titan Submersible Marine Board of Investigation listen during a hearing Monday. (Laura Bilson/AP)


The submersible company that sent its CEO and four other people on a fatal trip to see the Titanic last summer tried to skirt federal regulations by giving its passengers job titles, a fellow sub operator testified Tuesday to Coast Guard investigators.
OceanGate charged six-figure sums to dive to the wreckage of the world's most famous ship in its experimental vessel Titan. Passengers were given the title "mission specialist," but the work was in no way specialized, according to testimony from people involved in past operations. Instead, mission specialists held wrenches and counted fish they saw.
"It's clearly a dodge of trying to go around U.S. regulations with passengers," Karl Stanley, who runs the Stanley Submarines tourism business in Honduras, told the panel Tuesday.
The implosion put an international spotlight on the exclusive world of deep-sea tourism, and it spurred calls for change in the industry's patchwork of sometimes-voluntary regulations.
On Tuesday, the sixth day of hearings, Coast Guard investigators fielded testimony from Stanley and a former OceanGate employee who spoke about bringing people down 12,500 feet to see the Titanic in a submersible.
The employee, Amber Bay, said passengers were more than that: They were mission specialists.
Bay said they were asked to do the menial, everyday tasks that keep a sub operation going.
But the board peppered Bay with questions about whether mission specialists were paid by OceanGate, given shares of the company, got health benefits or required payroll taxes. In fact, they paid to be on the sub.
OceanGate co-founder Guillermo Sohnlein told the panel that submersibles fell into three categories: recreational subs that could only carry the owner and nonpaying guests, passenger subs that could carry paying customers, and research vessels that could carry owners along with crew and researchers.
In his Monday testimony, Sohnlein, who left the company in January 2013, said passenger vessels came with the most rules -- which OceanGate was trying to avoid to stay profitable.
Sohnlein said they toyed with lots of ideas to get people on board without calling them passengers. One idea was to give customers a share of the company so they would technically be owners, but they quickly scrapped that idea. Another was to pay the passengers a dollar so they would be considered crew. He said they also thought of saying their sub was a research vessel because the definition was broad enough to include people in training, learning or assisting a researcher.
On Tuesday, Stanley said the "mission specialist" title was one of the ways the company eschewed regulations and safety warnings.
Stanley went down 12,000 feet in the first iteration of the Titan hull. He was on the second manned crew after CEO Stockton Rush made a solo dive. Before they dived, Rush warned those on board about a great deal of sound. As they went down, Stanley said he realized the source of the sound: The experimental carbon fiber hull was breaking under the pressure.
Stanley said it was hard to determine whether the sub was descending.
But there was one surefire way, Stanley said: "The cracking sounds would amplify when you got deeper."
OceanGate's outside legal counsel asked Stanley what he knew about the company's approach to safety. The attorney asked Stanley when Rush knew about cracks in the hull, which Stanley was unable to answer.
OceanGate did not submit Titan to a classification process, a voluntary process that is standard in the submersible tourism industry. Classification companies work with submersible manufacturers in the design phase and inspect the crafts while they are in use.
Jane Shvets, who is representing OceanGate in the hearing, declined to comment to The Washington Post about the "mission specialist" title. OceanGate has no full-time employees and, according to its website, "has suspended all exploration and commercial operations."
This testimony is taking place in front of the Marine Board of Investigation, which reviews serious maritime incidents, such as the Deepwater Horizon's ecologically catastrophic oil spill and the cargo ship El Faro's sinking that killed 33 people in 2015.
The board will release a report of its Titan findings after the hearings, which are scheduled to continue through Friday.
On June 22, 2023, the Coast Guard found the Titan submersible and determined that all five aboard died when the vessel imploded: Rush, 61; British aviation businessman Hamish Harding, 58; retired French navy commander Paul-Henri Nargeolet, 77; British Pakistani businessman Shahzada Dawood, 48; and his 19-year-old son, Suleman.
Stanley, who had worked with Rush on another OceanGate sub, said the aerospace engineer was obsessed with creating a legacy as a great explorer of the deep seas.
"I think the entire reason this whole operation started was Stockton had a desire to leave his mark on history," Stanley said.
In October 2009, Rush founded OceanGate with Sohnlein in Washington state. Sohnlein testified Monday that he and Rush started experimenting with the "mission specialist" designation.
When it came time to put their business model into action a decade later, Sohnlein asked Coast Guard sector commanders -- from Miami to San Diego -- to let OceanGate launch a sub for oceanographic research with passengers aboard.
"We realize we're kind of trying to shoehorn it in," Sohnlein recounted during his testimony.
"We never operated as a passenger vessel," he said, because there's "no way" OceanGate could comply with all the federal regulations of running a passenger submersible business.

Renata Rojas, OceanGate mission specialist, talks with her attorney Thursday, during a Titan hearing. (Corey Connor/AP)


But their business made dreams come true, and people were happy to pay.
Renata Rojas, a Titanic obsessive since age 11, dived down to the ruins as a mission specialist in 2022. She defended OceanGate during her testimony, at one point comparing Rush to naval test pilot and astronaut Neil Armstrong.
But Rojas did not oversell her role on the Titan mission: "It was mostly standing around until somebody needed help."
She said she was asked to record the fish she saw while diving, but Rojas she didn't know whether the data was given to a scientist for analysis.
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Live updates: Israel distances itself from U.S.-French proposal to halt Hezbollah conflict
Biden administration officials said they hoped talks over a longer-term agreement in Lebanon could renew cease-fire and hostage release negotiations in Gaza.
By Frances Vinall, Leo Sands, Victoria Bisset, Bryan Pietsch, Kelsey Ables, Dan Lamothe, Sammy Westfall, Michael Birnbaum, Rachel Pannett, John Hudson, Miriam Berger, Heidi Levine, Claire Parker, Lior Soroka, Suzan Haidamous | 2024-09-26
Israeli forces and Hezbollah militants exchanged more fire Thursday, as Biden administration officials awaited Israeli and Lebanese action on a 21-day cease-fire proposal formulated by the United States and other nations. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu distanced himself from the proposal, emphasizing that Israel has not yet responded to it and instructing his forces to "continue fighting with full force." The proposal, which does not directly include Hezbollah as a signatory, came after Israel said it was preparing for a potential ground incursion into Lebanon.
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As war widens and costs mount, Israel's economy is in 'serious danger'
Tens of thousands of Israeli businesses have closed over the last year and reservists are struggling to juggle careers with military service.
By Rachel Chason | 2024-09-26

Israeli volunteers from the "Pitchvon Lev" association distribute food bags to people in an underground parking lot in Rishon LeZion in central Israel on Aug. 21 as conflict in the Gaza Strip between Israel and the Palestinian militant group Hamas continues. Israel's economy has been battered by nearly a year of war in Gaza, and experts say poverty is now threatening communities far removed from the ongoing hostilities against Hamas. (Jack Guez/AFP/Getty Images)


TEL AVIV, Israel -- Shelly Lotan's food-tech start-up in northern Israel was just a year old when Hezbollah started firing missiles across the border last October and the government advised everyone in the area to evacuate.
Two of her five employees were called up to serve in the military. Those that remained moved the company's office to one of her employee's parents' basement. Investments slowed to a trickle.
As Israel nears the anniversary of the Hamas-led assault, with no Gaza cease-fire in sight and a possible invasion of Lebanon looming, Lotan's business is barely hanging on. And her frustration with the government -- for its handling of the war, and the downstream effects on the economy -- is mounting.
The human cost of Oct. 7 on this small country has been immense. Nearly everyone knew someone who was killed, injured or kidnapped that day, or deployed to the front lines in the months that followed. Often lost in the turmoil and tragedy of the past year is the toll of the conflict on the Israeli economy.
The country has seen its credit score downgraded and its gross domestic product shrink sharply. Tens of thousands of businesses have closed, and a growing number of jobs are being moved offshore. Israeli reservists have put careers on hold -- or struggled to juggle them with military service.
While Israel's massive high-tech industry has remained resilient, construction and agriculture -- which relied heavily on Palestinians whose work permits were canceled by Israel after Oct. 7 -- have been hit hard. Tourism has plunged by more than 75 percent, the Central Bureau of Statistics said in June, leaving many shop fronts shuttered in the usually bustling thoroughfares of Jerusalem's Old City.
Defense spending, meanwhile, has at least doubled, with the Central Bank warning that the war could cost $67 billion through 2025 -- a prediction made before Israel's recent escalation in Lebanon and the mobilization of two reserve brigades to the northern front on Wednesday.
"The economy is in serious danger unless the government wakes up," said Dan Ben-David, who heads the Shoresh Institution for Socioeconomic Research. "Right now they are completely disconnected from anything that is not war ... and there is no end in sight."
Lotan, who balanced running her business with raising three kids while her husband served for five months in the military, said she has struggled to raise money from venture capital firms wary of investing in Israel because of the risk. She is still dealing with expenses related to the transfer of equipment from her old headquarters in Kiryat Shmona, just a few miles from the border with Lebanon. And the cost of living keeps increasing.
When she and a friend, a fellow start-up founder, got coffee the other day in Tel Aviv, Lotan said, they agreed that "the most responsible thing to do is to start planning a way out."
"It feels like if a significant change doesn't happen soon, the economy will crash, she said.
International customers began voicing concerns about Israel in the months before Oct. 7, business owners said, when Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu tried to weaken the Supreme Court, leading to mass protests and concerns about the strength of Israel's democracy.
Sagi Eliyahu, the chief executive of software company KMS lighthouse, said that on Oct. 7, customers expressed sympathy. "The day after," he said, "they started asking about procedures and backup plans. And those were fair questions."
Part of his 200-person company's response has been to accelerate hiring outside the country, Eliyahu said, adding 30 employees over the past year in Portugal and Serbia. Among his 80 Israel-based employees, one was so upset by the government's handling of the war that they emigrated to Canada, and two others are thinking about leaving.
Israel's economy is generally resilient in the face of conflict, said Dany Bahar, a senior fellow at the Center for Global Development. He said Israel's outsize contributions to innovation and technology have created a massive start-up culture, making the country a destination for international research and development.
"But this war seems like the mother of all wars," he added. "That means it is expensive ... and the money has to come from somewhere."
Part of the challenge, he said, is that the government has been unwilling to make cuts to coalition funds, used to fund social programs, including religious studies for Israel's ultra-Orthodox community. The subsidies are widely unpopular among secular Israelis, but ultra-Orthodox parties are a key pillar of Netanyahu's ruling coalition.
Ben-David, the economist, said professionals in the finance ministry, now led by far-right settler activist Bezalel Smotrich, are frustrated with a government they feel is more focused on appeasing its supporters than shoring up the economy. He said he has pleaded with them to stay in their roles.
"They are the last public dam we have," he said. "The politicians are in la la land."

Israeli reservists on their tanks at a IDF staging area near the border of Gaza in southern Israel on May 21. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post). (Heidi Levine/FTWP)


About 287,000 Israelis were called up to serve after Oct. 7, a massive number in a country of less than 10 million. Many were integral to their companies, and have struggled to balance career goals with front line duties.
Idan Ben-David, a 28 year-old who reported at 8 a.m. on Oct. 7, still spends four nights a week serving with Israel's Air Force; during the day, he runs Tauga AI, a start-up focused on using artificial intelligence to personalize learning.
The 10-person company has been able to stay afloat, said Ben-David, who has become accustomed to skipping nights of sleep. But it has not grown in the way he had planned.
The economy "should be one of the things that leads Israel to want the war to finish sooner rather than later," he said.
Fay Goldstein, an American-Israeli who served as a spokeswoman for the Israel Defense Forces after Oct. 7, recalled driving to the kibbutzim that were attacked by Hamas while messaging her team on Slack about their start-up, which uses AI to boost manufacturing sales.
She would try to make it back to Tel Aviv by 10 p.m., she said, so she could take business calls before the end of the U.S. work day. She took a meeting in November with the person who turned out to be her first angel investor -- in her IDF uniform, in an army car -- as she waited for news about a potential hostage release deal in Gaza.
All around her, she said, fellow reservists were doing the same -- taking Zoom meetings with colleagues or studying for degrees. When she was released from service after four months, she doubled down on building her company.
"We can't go backwards," she said. A lot of Israel's future relies on its economic prowess."

A man sits outside his shop amid mostly closed shops in an alley of Jerusalem's Old City, on Sept. 11, as the ongoing war between Israel and Palestinian militants. U.S. credit rating agency Fitch has downgraded Israel a notch, warning its ongoing conflict against Hamas in Gaza could last "well into 2025" and weigh on economic activity. (Ahmad Gharabli/AFP/Getty Images)


In calmer times, Ayman Shawar's family bakery in Jerusalem's Old City was full of tourists. On Saturdays, there would be lines out the door and shelves filled with pastries. But since Oct. 7, there has been only a trickle of customers, said Shawar, a Palestinian citizen of Israel who said his family has run the bakery for centuries.
"It feels like nighttime, and we don't know when morning will come," he said, sitting in an empty shop with empty shelves.
The only person who'd come by was Abdul Qader Alami, 70, who runs an ice cream and juice stand across the street. Alami said it had been months since he sold anything.
He spends his days chatting with fellow Palestinian business owners -- many of whom have shuttered their stalls entirely -- and trying not to think too much about the future. Without a retirement check from decades of work as a wastewater operator in the United States, he said, "I'd starve."
"The economy was tourists and the tourists are gone," he said. "There is no economy."
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For the first time, Hong Kong imprisons a journalist for sedition
The Stand News editors are the first journalists to be convicted of sedition in Hong Kong as China seeks to crush dissent and remake the city in its image.
By Shibani Mahtani | 2024-09-26

Former Stand News editor in chief Chung Pui-kuen is surrounded by members of the media in Hong Kong following a guilty verdict against him on Aug. 29. (Bertha Wang/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


A Hong Kong judge on Thursday sentenced a former editor of a popular online news outlet to one year and nine months in prison for publishing articles deemed "seditious," an unprecedented penalty for journalism that was long considered routine and is ostensibly protected in the city.
Chung Pui-kuen, 54, was a top editor at Stand News, a nonprofit digital news outlet that rose to particular prominence during 2019 anti-government protests in Hong Kong. The outlet was forced to close in December 2021 after police raided its office and arrested several executives and editors.
Another former editor who was convicted of the same charge -- Patrick Lam, 36 -- was given a shorter sentence that allowed for his immediate release. Chung and Lam spent nearly a year in jail before they were granted bail ahead of their trial.
Chung, who was the outlet's editor in chief, and Lam, the acting editor in chief at the time of the raid, were convicted in late August of sedition for publishing articles that the judge ruled could sow "hatred" of the Hong Kong government and authorities. These articles include news reporting, interviews, profiles and commentary pieces, all published between 2020 and 2021.
Chung's sentence of one year and nine months is almost at the maximum sentencing range for the offense, which is two years in prison. The judge allowed Lam to serve a shorter sentence, citing his brief stint in the top editor role and his health. Lam is suffering from a rare kidney condition.
The two are the first journalists to be convicted and sentenced for sedition, a British colonial-era law which has been used alongside Beijing-drafted national security legislation to crush dissent in the once-freewheeling city.
The sentence heightens the already precarious situation for journalists in Hong Kong. In the past two weeks alone, dozens of Hong Kong journalists have been subjected to online harassment and defamatory letters sent to their families and associates. Separately, a photographer from the Associated Press, whose application for a work visa earlier this year was rejected, was denied entry into the city last week when she tried to visit.
Two sets of laws -- the Beijing-imposed National Security Law passed in 2020, and additional national security legislation that came into force earlier this year -- have allowed authorities to punish free expression, including journalism, that was meant to be protected under Hong Kong's mini-constitution, the Basic Law.
Hong Kong's media environment is now plagued by fear, self-censorship and a sense of anxiety about where the red lines are, according to press groups, journalists and human rights advocates. This situation is mirrored in other areas where speech and thought are meant to be protected, including at universities.

Patrick Lam, then-editor of Stand News, is escorted by police officers into a van after they raided his office in Hong Kong on Dec. 29, 2021. (Vincent Yu/AP)


"The journalism cases show something much broader: that there is no rule of law for political cases in Hong Kong anymore," said Mark Clifford, president of the Committee for Freedom in Hong Kong Foundation and a former director of Next Digital, which published Apple Daily, the pro-democracy newspaper similarly forced to shut down by the government. "What has happened to journalists and others is beyond what I would have imagined."
Beyond journalism, activists say the crackdown has stifled space for independent academic research on the politics and society of Hong Kong. The National Security Law has created an increasingly repressive environment in the humanities departments of the city's eight public universities that has forced students and academics to self-censor or face "harassment, retribution and even prosecution" from authorities, Human Rights Watch said in a report published Wednesday.
In their defense during the trial, Chung and Lam's lawyers argued that the articles were the kinds of routine journalism that had been practiced for decades in Hong Kong.
The city's media environment was once one of the most boisterous in Asia, and it continued to thrive even after Britain handed Hong Kong over to China in 1997. It was an aspect of life that highlighted the "one country, two systems" formula that allowed the financial city to operate differently from the mainland.
But in the wake of the anti-government protests in 2019, those who offer views counter to the official narrative -- journalists, opposition lawmakers, activists and ordinary citizens -- have been targeted. Analysts say this is all part of an effort to remake Hong Kong in Beijing's image.
The Hong Kong government has pushed back strongly against critics who say the Stand News conviction will further crush press freedom. It argues that the courts have instead clarified the difference between lawful constructive criticism and "unlawful" speech.
Journalists operating in Hong Kong, however, say the red lines remain vague, leading to second-guessing and an avoidance of topics -- including in-depth investigations -- that could be deemed problematic.
Reporters "will never be able to guess whether comparisons or analogies [used in an article] are appropriate in the eyes of a judge," said Selina Cheng, chair of the Hong Kong Journalists' Association. "From what we observe in the industry ... what they can only do is complete guesswork."
When he was convicted last month, Lam, the acting editor in chief, submitted a mitigation letter contending that his outlet "documented Hong Kong as best we could, trying to leave a first draft of history before these people and events disappeared."
"The only way for journalists to defend the freedom of the press is to report, just like everyone who is still holding fast to their posts today," he wrote.
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Ukraine's winter energy woes expected to weigh heavily on a tired people
Russian strikes against the power sector will deeply impact Ukrainians' already battered morale, after some 21/2 years of war and recent battlefield setbacks.
By David   Stern | 2024-09-26

Rescue workers extinguish a fire after an electrical substation was hit by Russian bombing in Ukraine's Dnipropetrovsk region Sept. 2. (Evgeniy Maloletka/AP)


KYIV -- As Ukraine scrambles to repair the damage that Russian missiles are inflicting on the country's power stations, the weary population is facing what is shaping up to be one of the worst winters of the war so far.
Power outages are a given -- because Ukraine's energy system is already working at a deficit after receiving heavy blows from Russian strikes this year -- but the estimates vary on just how bad it will be. The best-case scenario is just four hours of power cuts a day, but it could also end up being 20 hours of darkness or more a day in the depths of Ukraine's frigid winter.
In his speech before the U.N. General Assembly on Wednesday, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said his Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin, was trying to break Ukrainians' spirit by attacking the power infrastructure.
"This is how Putin is preparing for winter: hoping to torment millions of Ukrainians, ordinary families, women, children, ordinary towns, ordinary villages. Putin wants to leave them in the dark and cold this winter, forcing Ukraine to suffer and surrender," he said.
The knock-on effects from extended power outages would be many -- from cutoffs of water and heating, to delivering further blows to the country's already limping economy. But the biggest victim of all could be Ukrainians' already battered psyches. After some 21/2 years of war, with little prospect of a complete victory on the horizon and a string of battlefield setbacks in recent months, people are reaching their limit.
The exhaustion of the population has direct military implications because many fighting units are heavily supported by civilian donations to purchase needed equipment -- backing that is likely to fall off as people run out of resources.
"This winter we could be in deep, deep trouble," a senior Ukrainian official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the subject. As the winter progresses, people may grow "worn down, depressed and angry."
Ultimately, this could affect public morale. "My biggest fear is that people go through this kind of winter, there will be zero way to find consensus among the population," he said.
Public opinion surveys bear him out, said Anton Grushetsky, executive director of the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology. He described "a growing tiredness, and this causes more conflict, because people are more psychologically unstable."
For the moment, with temperatures in the 70s, the public is giving little thought to what may lay ahead, Grushetsky said. He gave an example of his apartment building in Kyiv, where residents are struggling to collect money for an extra generator.
"At the moment, only a tiny share of apartments has given money, because a lot of people are thinking, 'It's quite nice weather right now, there are no electricity cutoffs -- perhaps we will manage,'" he said.

A partial electricity blackout following Russian strikes in the Podil neighborhood of Kyiv on Aug. 28. (Roman Pilipey/AFP/Getty Images)


But the frigid days and darkness will eventually come, and with this could come a shift in Ukrainians' attitude toward the war. Grushetsky said the population is overwhelmingly against a peace with Russia "at any cost" -- and most likely will remain so. But opinion polls indicate an increase in the number of people willing to make difficult compromises to bring the war to an end.
His surveys show readiness for territorial concessions among the population rising from just 10 percent in May 2023 to 32 percent one year later. That number rose to 57 percent if a potential deal included membership in NATO as well as leaving just the east and Crimea under Russian control.
Dissatisfaction with Ukraine's Western partners could also grow if they do not provide the country with extra air defenses and continue to deny Kyiv forces permission to carry out deep strikes on Russian territory, said Victoria Voytsitska, a civil society leader and former parliament deputy.
"If we see that we're not left alone and we're given the tools to fight back on the battlefield, then here it will be painful but survivable," she said, and people will keep up their spirits.
But if Western allies don't provide Ukraine with needed weapons, "then it's going to be a different story." She pointed to a situation earlier in the year, when a $61 billion military aid package was blocked in the U.S. Congress, allowing Russian forces to advance in the east and pummel Ukrainian cities with missiles.
"We were promised, promised, promised ... and there were delays, delays, delays," she said. And because of the Russian missile attacks in the spring, "we lost nine gigawatts of power" -- around half of Ukraine's energy capacity.
Some of this loss is being restored. This year, Ukraine's largest private energy company, DTEK, said some 90 percent of its coal-fired power plants had been damaged or destroyed. Today, the company is on track to repair 70 percent of these plants before the winter begins, CEO Maxim Timchenko said.
Ukraine's allies are also mobilizing massive amounts of equipment to repair the electrical grid after Russian air attacks, with the European Union pledging nearly $300 million to bolster the energy sector.
"As Ukraine's friends and partners, we must do all we can to keep the lights on," European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said last week, announcing a "winter plan" for Ukraine that will contribute more than a quarter of its winter energy requirements,
This includes "a full thermal power plant that is being dismantled in Lithuania and shipped, piece by piece, to Ukraine," she said. The E.U. is also planning to increase electricity exports to Ukraine.
Some of Ukraine's electricity production will become less centralized with smaller equipment like gas turbines and renewables rather than the enormous plants currently used. Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal said this month that more than 80 percent of Ukrainian schools and all hospitals had their own generators.
But the bulk of Ukraine's energy production this winter will still be concentrated in large power plants, allowing Russia to inflict maximum damage with targeted missile strikes -- as was demonstrated clearly last month when Moscow's forces carried out one of the biggest bombardments since the war began.
Two days after Ukraine's Aug. 24 Independence Day, Russia launched 127 missiles and 109 one-way drones, pummeling 15 regions and causing power outages throughout the country. Two nuclear power plants were also disconnected from the electrical grid because of safety concerns, Ukrainian officials said in a letter to the International Atomic Energy Agency last month.
Ukrainian officials are warning that the country's nuclear power plants, which supply over half of the nation's power needs, are being targeted -- or at least the substations that connect them to the grid are being hit.
Russia is "preparing strikes on critical facilities" of Ukraine's nuclear energy system "on the eve of winter," Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha said in statement Saturday, citing Ukrainian intelligence reports.
The attacks will target "open distribution devices of nuclear power plants and transmission substations," which created "a high risk of a nuclear incident that will have global consequences," he said.
Last week, the U.N. Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine said there were "reasonable grounds to believe" Russia's missile campaign against Ukraine's energy system "violated foundational principles of international humanitarian law."
"This winter will be bad enough with people likely having to cope with scheduled blackouts across the country," Danielle Bell, head of the mission, said in a press release. "Any additional attacks leading to prolonged electricity blackouts could have catastrophic consequences."
Ellen Francis in Brussels contributed to this report.
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Who is in the running to be Japan's next prime minister?
Whoever the Liberal Democratic Party chooses, they will have to handle graft, the economy -- and maybe Donald Trump. Here's what to know about the contenders.
By Michelle Lee, Julia Mio Inuma | 2024-09-26

Candidates in Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election participate in a debate at the Japan National Press Club in Tokyo on Sept. 14. (Takashi Aoyama/Getty Images)


TOKYO -- Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party will select the country's new prime minister on Friday, choosing a successor to Fumio Kishida, who reshaped Japan's role in the international community but last month announced he would step down amid record-low approval ratings and rising prices at home.
A record nine candidates are vying to be the leader of the LDP, and therefore the new prime minister, at a time of pronounced international volatility: The Asia-Pacific region is being reshaped by the rise of China, and the United States might reelect Donald Trump, who questioned the value of security allies like Japan during his first term as president.
Still, Japan's new leader is not likely to fundamentally alter the country's foreign policy, security alliance with the United States or its plans to bolster its defense capabilities, analysts say.
The three front-runners are Sanae Takaichi, a security hawk who would be Japan's first female leader; Shinjiro Koizumi, the son of a former prime minister who would be Japan's youngest leader at 43 years old; and Shigeru Ishiba, a veteran politician known for speaking his mind.
The LDP will announce the result of its internal election on Friday afternoon local time, and its new leader will officially be announced as prime minister at a special legislative session on Tuesday.
A majority of Japanese voters say they are eager for new faces and new ideas, according to polls, but the contenders mostly offer more of the same in the world of Japanese politics, where men, people over 50 and hereditary politicians have long called the shots. Only two of the nine candidates for LDP leader are women, only two contenders are under 60, and more than half inherited their fathers' legislative district seats.
The LDP has been in power almost continuously since 1955 and is deeply unpopular among the Japanese public after a string of corruption scandals that contributed to Kishida's resignation.
The new leader will face an immediate hurdle: convincing the public that they can trust the ruling party again.
"It is a really important moment right now to regain public trust in politics for the sake of Japan's democracy," said Yu Uchiyama, political science professor at the University of Tokyo Graduate School of Arts and Sciences.
The new prime minister will also face a challenging economic landscape after Kishida's lackluster efforts to jump-start the world's fourth-largest economy: a weakening yen, rising inflation, growing national debt and wage stagnation.
"Clean politics is a big theme, and also whether the party can put forward a convincing economic platform," said Mireya Solis, Philip Knight Chair in Japan Studies at the Brookings Institution in Washington. "I don't believe the Japanese public feels that their standards of living are secure and stable and they have a bright future. So I think that they're paying attention to that."
Japan is also grappling with increasing security threats and risk of war in the region, with Russia's invasion of Ukraine, North Korea's nuclear ambitions and China's growing military threats. Just this week, China test-fired an intercontinental ballistic missile into the Pacific Ocean, its first such test in decades. Japan later said it had received no notice of the launch.
The six other contenders for the LDP's leadership are Kono Taro, digital minister; Yoko Kamikawa, foreign minister and the other female candidate; Yoshimasa Hayashi, chief cabinet secretary; Toshimitsu Motegi, LDP secretary general; former economic minister Takayuki Kobayashi, who at 49 is the other candidate under 60; and Katsunobu Kato, former chief cabinet secretary.
The party leadership election is typically a secretive process negotiated through backroom deals among party elders. But the fact there are so many candidates and no clear front-runner has generated excitement and given rank-and-file members an unusually pivotal role.
"There is an understanding that the stakes are very high and that leadership does matter, and how Japan moves forward in envisioning its future rests very heavily on the shoulders of the new leader," said Shihoko Goto, director of the Indo-Pacific Program at the Wilson Center in Washington.
"I think there has been a great deal of public apathy toward party politics that has turned around a little bit" during this race, Goto added.
Here are the top three candidates who, according to polls, are running neck-and-neck in the race.

Japanese former defense minister Shigeru Ishiba attends a news conference in Tokyo on Sept. 6. (Kim Kyung-Hoon/Reuters)


Ishiba is making his fifth and -- he says -- final bid to become prime minister. Polls show he is popular with the public because of his willingness to criticize his party and its elders -- but he is largely disliked among his colleagues for the same reason.
The former defense minister is a strong backer of Taiwanese democracy and has proposed creating an "Asian NATO" to counter security threats from China and North Korea.
He has called for Japan to take a more active role in deciding how American forces are deployed here, including proposing that U.S. military bases in Okinawa be jointly managed between Japan and the United States. He is also pledging to stimulate economic growth by revitalizing rural areas and creating economic opportunities outside of the overconcentrated capital of Tokyo.
The son of a former cabinet minister, Ishiba entered politics after his father's death. He is open about his Christianity, which is rare among Japanese politicians, who tend to keep their religious views private.

Japan's former environment minister Shinjiro Koizumi speaks at a news conference on running in the upcoming LDP leadership election in Tokyo on Sept. 6. (Kyodo News/AP)


Koizumi has the least political experience in the candidate pool, but perhaps has the highest name recognition as a fourth-generation politician. His father, Junichiro Koizumi, served as prime minister from 2001 to 2006.
After inheriting his father's constituency in 2009, Koizumi has worked his way up the ranks of Japan's halls of power and was environment minister in 2019 to 2021.
He hasn't presented many distinctive or detailed policy ideas, analysts say, but he is positioning himself as a fresh face of the party who is tired of the status quo.
He pledges economic, regulatory and political overhauls, using the word "reform" 56 times during a recent hour-long news conference. His approach has echoed his father's, who was known for his administrative reforms and maverick style.
An avid surfer, Koizumi is an outspoken proponent of gender equality. In 2020, after the birth of his first son, he became the first cabinet member to take paternity leave. He took a total of two weeks' time off in the first three months after birth -- a rare move for a Japanese man, let alone a politician.

Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi speaks during a debate at the Japan National Press Club in Tokyo on Sept. 14. (Takashi Aoyama/Getty Images)


Takaichi, Japan's ultraconservative economic security minister, is a security hawk who emphasizes the importance of Japan's "national power" in everything from defense to the economy.
If elected, she will be the first female leader of male-dominated Japan, but is not known to be an advocate of gender equality. She has fought against allowing married couples to have different last names, and against allowing members of the imperial family's maternal line to ascend the throne -- two key litmus tests for where politicians stand on gender equality. (The other two front-runners do not oppose female emperors and support allowing married couples to have different surnames.)
Takaichi strongly opposes apologizing for Japan's wartime past. She has pushed for a debate over Japan's three nonnuclear principles and whether to consider allowing the use of U.S. nuclear weapons in Japan in the case of an emergency.
The newscaster-turned-politician has cited former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher as her role model. She has garnered more support this time around than her first run in 2021 but appeals to a far-right, narrow base within the party and has struggled to distance herself from the political scandals.
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U.S., France and other nations call for Israel-Hezbollah cease-fire deal
In a joint statement, President Joe Biden and President Emmanuel Macron of France called on both sides to "give diplomacy a chance."
By Michael Birnbaum, Rachel Pannett, John Hudson | 2024-09-26

French President Emmanuel Macron speaks during a U.N. General Assembly meeting in New York on Wednesday. (Seth Wenig/AP)


NEW YORK -- The United States, France and several Arab nations were among the countries that on Wednesday jointly called for a 21-day cease-fire deal to avert a wider conflict between Israel and Hezbollah in Lebanon.
The diplomatic push for a temporary halt in fighting comes as Israel's military chief told soldiers to prepare for a possible ground incursion into Lebanon. Biden administration officials, briefing reporters under ground rules of anonymity, said they expected that the Israeli and Lebanese governments would accept the deal "in the coming hours."
The cease-fire deal is the product of days of frantic diplomacy at the United Nations, with many key leaders gathered in New York for the annual general assembly, which has coincided with Israel's intensified campaign against Hezbollah targets in Lebanon. Hundreds have been killed, according to Lebanon's Health Ministry, as Israel unleashed a wave of airstrikes and turned electronic devices into bombs.
The Biden administration and the French government emerged as key leaders of the effort, but Group of 7 nations, Australia, the European Union as well as the Arab nations of Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, have been coordinating and trying to massage both sides to achieve an agreement.
In a separate joint statement Wednesday, President Joe Biden and President Emmanuel Macron of France called for broad endorsement of a deal to "give diplomacy a chance."
"It is time for a settlement on the Israel-Lebanon border that ensures safety and security to enable civilians to return to their homes," they said. "The exchange of fire since October 7th, and in particular over the past two weeks, threatens a much broader conflict, and harm to civilians."
Speaking to reporters Wednesday, Biden said the United States was able to generate "significant support from Europe as well as the Arab nations" for the proposed cease-fire deal. "It's important the war does not widen," he added.
"War is not inevitable," French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot told the 15-member United Nations Security Council on Wednesday. "A diplomatic solution is indeed possible."
Lebanese Prime Minister Najib Mikati told the council: "France stood by our side in the darkest circumstances, the best proof being the efforts France is making today in collaboration with the United States in order to issue a joint communique that enjoys international support and which would put an end to this dirty war."
The signatories of the agreement would not directly include Hezbollah, raising the possibility that it could be shaky, and the U.S. officials did not immediately explain why they were optimistic about the militant and political group's involvement. But they said that they expected that if the Lebanese government agrees to the deal, it will be able to bring along the group. The United States does not speak directly to Hezbollah, which it has designated a terrorist organization.
The goal during the cease-fire is to reach a comprehensive agreement "that allows for residents to return to their homes in both Lebanon and Israel," a senior administration official said.
"It's been an all-out effort by the administration to reach this moment," the official said, expressing gratitude "to both the Israelis and the Lebanese government."
The White House has tasked adviser Amos Hochstein to be the main negotiator on the Israel-Lebanon situation, and he has spent much of his time in the region over the past year on resolving the fighting with Hezbollah.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken has also taken a leading role in shuttling among European and Arab diplomats to try to build support for the deal, and got his Qatari and Saudi counterparts to sign on to it on Wednesday. Blinken and Hochstein also met Lebanese Prime Minister Mikati to sound him out about the proposal, a U.S. official familiar with the situation said, speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive closed-door meetings.
Hezbollah has consistently said it would stop firing rockets into Israel once Israel ended its military campaign in Gaza. The U.S. call for a short-term cease-fire in Lebanon is the latest indication that Washington does not see a Gaza hostage-release cease-fire deal happening imminently and is embracing Israel's preference to prioritize a cease-fire in Lebanon first.
The Biden administration has said it is focused on unlinking the first phase of a cease-fire in Lebanon from a deal between Israel and Hamas, which remains deadlocked. But senior officials on Wednesday evening said they hoped discussions over a longer-term agreement in Lebanon could also renew negotiations in Gaza.
Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar has sought a broader conflict, one U.S. official said, and depriving him of that possibility may eventually lead him to be more willing to accept a deal that would swap hostages for Palestinian prisoners in Israeli prisons.
An Israeli official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive military matter, told reporters Wednesday that Israel is open to a "diplomatic solution" with Hezbollah that allows Israeli forces to continue their military campaign in Gaza.
"Israel has increased military pressure on Hezbollah to delink the two fronts," said the official, referring to the simultaneous military campaigns in Gaza and Lebanon. "Israel is not seeking war but is also not deterred by it."
The official added that "Hezbollah has given [Hamas leader Yahya] Sinwar control over Lebanese civilians by linking the fronts."
The Israeli government is hoping that its bombardment of Lebanon, which has dealt a significant blow to Hezbollah's command and control capabilities and Radwan forces, will convince the group to agree to a cease-fire. But whether Hezbollah can back down and maintain its credibility after Israel's brazen pager and walkie-talkie attacks, as well as extensive airstrikes, remains to be seen.
Israeli residents who have fled Hezbollah rockets in the northern part of the country are unlikely to return to their homes until there are clearer guarantees that they can remain there safely, leading to the need for a full agreement, a U.S. official said.
"It was always going to have to be more than just a cease-fire, because it would be unacceptable for Israeli residents to return to their homes in the north if there weren't security arrangements on the Lebanese side that prevented Hezbollah from sitting on the border and ensuring that they were secure from an October 7th-like attack in the future," the official said.
Barrot, the French foreign minister, said he is heading to Beirut this week to continue to work on the proposed deal.
"We are counting on both parties to accept it without delay, in order to protect civilian populations and allow for diplomatic negotiations to begin," he told the U.N. gathering.
In an address earlier Wednesday, U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres urged both sides to "step back from the brink" and avoid a war that would "surely be an all-out catastrophe."
Pannett reported from Wellington, New Zealand. Karen DeYoung, Yasmeen Abutaleb and Frances Vinall contributed to this report.
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Israel preparing for possible ground maneuver in Lebanon as U.N. meets
The Israeli military has called two reserve units to the north of the country.
By Leo Sands, Kelsey Ables, Adela Suliman, Adam Taylor, Rachel Pannett, Claire Parker, Lior Soroka, Suzan Haidamous, Joe Snell, Miriam Berger, Heidi Levine, John Hudson, Ellen Nakashima, Missy Ryan, Karen DeYoung, Shane Harris, Sammy Westfall, Victoria Bisset, Dan Lamothe, Loveday Morris, Shira Rubin, Kelly Kasulis Cho, Kelsey Baker, Jennifer Hassan, Christian Shepherd, Natalia Abbakumova, Yasmeen Abutaleb | 2024-09-26
Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi, chief of staff of the Israel Defense Forces, told soldiers to prepare for a possible incursion into Lebanon, where they would "go in, destroy the enemy there and decisively destroy" Hezbollah's infrastructure. Israel has called up two reservist brigades, it announced Wednesday, as it continued to strike targets it said were linked to Hezbollah, and as the Lebanese militant group launched aerial attacks on Israel. Later Wednesday, French foreign minister Jean-Noel Barrot told the U.N. security council that France and the United States were developing a "temporary cease-fire platform of 21 days to allow for negotiations." He added that "war is not inevitable."
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Israel calls up reservists, telling troops to prepare for Lebanon incursion
The moves set off a diplomatic scramble as Hezbollah fired a ballistic missile at Tel Aviv and Israeli strikes killed more people in Lebanon, officials said.
By Claire Parker, Lior Soroka, Suzan Haidamous | 2024-09-25

An Israeli soldier stands next to tanks after a day of training in the Golan Heights on Sept. 19. The Israeli military said it struck Hezbollah in multiple areas in southern Lebanon. (Atef Safadi/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


CAIRO -- Israel said Wednesday it was readying troops for a potential ground incursion into Lebanon, telling soldiers to prepare to "enter enemy territory" as it called up more reservists and sent world leaders scrambling to prevent a full-scale war with Hezbollah militants.
"We are preparing the process of a maneuver," the Israeli military chief, Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi, told troops at an exercise along the northern border, "which means your military boots ... will enter enemy territory."
"You will go in, destroy the enemy there and decisively destroy their infrastructure," he said, adding that the operation would allow Israeli residents, displaced for months by Hezbollah rocket fire, to "safely" return home.
The remarks came as the Israel Defense Forces announced it was mobilizing two reserve brigades for operations in the north, a move the military said would allow for "the continuation of combat" against Hezbollah, which also fired a rocket, missiles and drones at Israeli communities.
Early Wednesday, the group, which is both a military and political movement, said it launched a ballistic missile toward Tel Aviv, Israel's commercial and financial center. The target was the headquarters of Israel's Mossad intelligence agency, according to a Hezbollah statement.
IDF spokesman Nadav Shoshani described the missile, which was intercepted, as "long-range" and said it was the first time Hezbollah had fired a rocket or missile at the city, which is about 70 miles from the Lebanese border.
In remarks to CNN, John Kirby, White House National Security Council spokesman, called the launch "deeply concerning," as U.S. officials insisted a diplomatic solution was in reach.
"We're working to prevent escalation, we're working to make sure this doesn't get into a full-scale war," Secretary of State Antony Blinken said on "Good Morning America" on Wednesday. President Joe Biden also told ABC's "The View" that "an all-out war is possible" but said a comprehensive agreement to halt the fighting in both Lebanon and Gaza was still attainable.
In Lebanon, on day three of what Israel has dubbed "Operation Northern Arrows," the IDF said its air force attacked more than 280 targets tied to Hezbollah. The attacks killed 72 people, according to the Lebanese Health Ministry, bringing the total death toll to more than 600 since intensive Israeli strikes began earlier this week.
Residents of the capital, Beirut, flocked to grocery stores to stock up on essentials, and thousands of displaced sought shelter in the city. Others attempted to flee to Syria, according to the U.N. refugee agency, which reported hundreds of vehicles backed up at the Syrian border, while some reached the area by foot. "The Middle East cannot afford a new displacement crisis," said U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi.

Smoke billows over southern Lebanon following an Israeli strike, amid ongoing cross-border hostilities between Hezbollah and Israeli forces, as seen from Tyre, Lebanon, on Wednesday. (Amr Abdallah Dalsh/Reuters)


For nearly a year, Israel and Hezbollah have traded cross-border fire, after the group began lobbing rockets to protest the Gaza war. But the strikes on both sides were largely confined, even as thousands of people -- including 110,000 in southern Lebanon and 63,500 in northern Israel -- were displaced over the months.
The conflict escalated dramatically last week, however, when thousands of pagers and walkie-talkies carried by Hezbollah members exploded simultaneously, an attack for which U.S. officials have acknowledged Israel was responsible. On Friday, the Israeli military assassinated a top commander in an airstrike near Beirut, killing at least 45 people, Lebanese health officials said.
Pope Francis weighed in on Wednesday, saying he was "saddened" by the news of "bombings, death, and destruction" in Lebanon. "May the international community make every effort to stop this terrible escalation. It is unacceptable," he said in a statement on X.
But even as diplomats and world leaders implored the sides to de-escalate, Israeli officials signaled Wednesday they planned to press forward with the offensive, which they hope will push Hezbollah forces out of southern Lebanon.
"We are delivering blows to Hezbollah that they could not have imagined," Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said in a recorded message. "We are doing this with strength, we are doing this with cunning," he said, adding that Israel "will not rest" until residents can return home in the north.
Israel's move to call up more reserve brigades was one of the clearest signs the war could expand. The military did not say what type of troops were mobilized, but reserve brigades can be ready for action "in less than 24 hours," according to Ariel Heimann, a senior researcher at the Institute for National Security Studies in Tel Aviv and former chief reserve officer for the IDF.
The two brigades mobilized Wednesday, which would include several thousand soldiers, could be deployed "for the operation itself in Lebanon, as a backup and readiness force for such an operation, or as a force to replace other units currently stationed on the border, allowing them to go on the mission," he said.
The problem, according to Heimann, is that the Israeli government doesn't appear to have an exit plan, with previous -- and deadly -- forays into Lebanon hanging over the military. Israel invaded in 1982 and formally occupied southern Lebanon until 2000. Hezbollah, which originated as a force to fight foreign powers in the country, took credit for Israel's withdrawal.
"Israel cannot afford a very long war, both in terms of the resilience of Israeli society, which has already endured several blows, and in terms of military capability -- the army has been 'stretched' for a year -- and also from an economic perspective," Heimann said.
Israeli forces are also still operating in Gaza, where Netanyahu has pledged to indefinitely occupy the enclave's border with Egypt. After a short lull, Israeli strikes there appeared to pick up, with at least 66 people killed over the last two days, according to Mahmoud Bassal, spokesman for Gaza's civil defense force.
"The military and the public have an interest in ending this as quickly as possible," Heimann said of the Lebanon operation.

A destroyed mosque and building in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, on Wednesday. More than 41,300 Palestinians and over 1,400 Israelis have been killed, according to the Palestinian Health Ministry and the Israeli Army, Tsahal, since Hamas militants launched an attack against Israel from the Gaza Strip on Oct. 7. (Mohammed Saber/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


After three days of strikes, and the mass pager and radio attacks last week, Lebanon's health-care system and other infrastructure are already buckling, relief workers said. Years of economic turmoil meant hospitals, clinics and rescue workers were short on supplies before the latest escalation, while many had struggled to make ends meet.
Israeli airstrikes in the south and the Bekaa Valley in the east have damaged water infrastructure, cutting off access to clean water for at least 30,000 people, the United Nations said.
Some of the wounded now reaching hospitals cannot pay for their treatment, according to Zeina Zouein, deputy director of programs for the International Rescue Committee in Lebanon, leaving the cash-strapped Lebanese government to absorb the cost. Others in southern Lebanon, including the elderly, don't have enough money to flee and are stuck in dangerous areas.
Because of heavy Israeli bombardment, emergency teams often can't reach the wounded or bring them back promptly, said Maurizio Campailla, head of mission in Lebanon for Doctors Without Borders. Two of the organization's clinics have closed since Monday because staff could not access them safely, he said.
For months, "we have been preparing ourselves for the war and now all of a sudden, the war arrived," he said.
Israel on Wednesday expanded its strikes, hitting buildings for the first time in the town of Maaysra, more than 20 miles north of Beirut. Videos verified by The Washington Post showed plumes of smoke rising in the area, and Lebanon's civil defense force said it retrieved seven bodies from the scene.
Strikes outside Hezbollah's traditional strongholds, including southern Lebanon and suburbs south of Beirut, are "a warning ... that the entire country is a potential conflict theater for [Israel]," said Amal Saad, a Hezbollah specialist and lecturer at Cardiff University.
But ramping up targets could lead to "an all-out war -- a war without ceilings, which means no rules of engagement, everywhere is fair game, everything is a target," Saad said.
"Hezbollah's intentions are to prevent that from happening" because of the damage it would do to Lebanon, she said. But Israel's air campaign alone probably won't convince the group to capitulate and pull back from the border, she said.
Soroka reported from Tel Aviv and Haidamous from Beirut. Mohamad El Chamaa and Kareem Fahim in Beirut, Yasmeen Abutaleb in Washington and Hajar Harb and Adela Suliman in London contributed to this report.
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Russia's nuclear doctrine to include attacks on nonnuclear states
Russian President Vladimir Putin said non-nuclear states supported by nuclear ones could face Russia's nuclear deterrent in an expansion of its policy.
By Francesca Ebel, Natalia Abbakumova, Robyn Dixon, Catherine Belton | 2024-09-25

Russian President Vladimir Putin holds a meeting Wednesday in Moscow. (Alexei Nikolsky/Sputnik/Kremlin/Reuters) 


Russian President Vladimir Putin made a fresh nuclear threat against the West and Ukraine on Wednesday, indicating that any nation's conventional attack on Russia that was supported by a nuclear power would be perceived as a joint attack.
At a meeting with the Russian Security Council, Putin said that in light of an "emergence of new sources of military threats and risks for Russia and our allies," specialists from the Defense Ministry and other government agencies had conducted a year-long, in-depth review of the country's nuclear doctrine.
"The updated version of the document proposes that aggression against Russia by any non-nuclear-weapon state, but with the participation or support of a nuclear-weapon state, should be considered as a joint attack on the Russian Federation," Putin told the council.
He said the conditions for the launch of Russia's nuclear weapons would be "reliable information about a massive launch of aerospace attack means and their crossing of our state border."
He added, "We reserve the right to use nuclear weapons in the event of aggression against Russia and Belarus."
The announcement comes after a flurry of nuclear-related threats from Russian officials in the face of Ukrainian requests to the United States and other allies to lift restrictions on weapons. Currently, Ukraine is not allowed to use longer-range missiles supplied by its allies against targets deep inside Russia.
Ukraine is a nonnuclear state that has received military support from the United States and other nuclear-armed countries since Russia's invasion in February 2022.

On Sept. 25, Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky warned the U.N. of more Russian aggression, as President Vladimir Putin in Moscow talked nuclear options.


Analysts and officials close to senior Russian diplomats have dismissed many of the threats to use nuclear weapons as impractical, as Putin casts about for other ways of confronting Ukraine's Western support.
In recent years, dialogue between Moscow and Washington on nuclear arms control has all but ground to a halt, while the use of nuclear blackmail has spiraled. Since the invasion, calls from inside Russia for nuclear strikes on Europe and Ukraine have grown louder, but there is a growing understanding in the international community that these amount to little more than intimidation and threats.
"Nuclear threats have become routine for the Kremlin. Every time Kyiv is supplied with new weapons, is given permission to use Western arms to strike Russian territory, or attacks Russia's missile warning systems, Moscow resorts to nuclear threats," nuclear expert Maxim Starchak wrote in a recent analysis for the Carnegie Endowment. "With nuclear blackmail, Moscow is trying to recreate the world order that prevailed in the second half of the twentieth century."
Russian propagandists and officials, however, were quick to reinforce Putin's statements.
Speaking to Russian state media, Andrey Kartapolov, head of the Defense Committee in the State Duma, or lower house of parliament, said the proposed changes to Russia's nuclear doctrine "will allow it to become more flexible and effective."
"The changes were made to ensure that the doctrine corresponds to the realities of today," Kartapolov added.
Writing on Telegram, Russian propagandist Sergey Markov said the threshold for the use of nuclear weapons had now been lowered and predicted that it would be easier for Russia to deploy such weapons. "Generally speaking, this means that Russia under the new doctrine can now use nuclear weapons against Ukraine. Ukraine's aggression in Kursk region is there. There is support of nuclear U.S., Britain and France. So it is already possible to hit Kyiv with nuclear weapons," Markov said.
Markov added that Moscow had been pushed to alter its nuclear doctrine by "the threat of the West's full escalation of the war against Russia."
A Russian academic close to senior Russian diplomats, whom The Washington Post is not identifying so the person could speak freely on sensitive matters, said the amendments would increase the flexibility of the doctrine and, "in an sense, expand" it.
"It seems to me that an element of uncertainty will be preserved so as to increase the level of flexibility. But ... since using nuclear weapons in case of attacks similar to the one in Kursk will be accompanied by significant negative side effects, this can be hardly justified from a military point of view," the academic said.
The academic said that the timing of Putin's announcement was no coincidence, and a clear "signal" to the West, but that "there is still a large selection of options for escalation."
"The nuclear option is not the preferred one," the academic said.
Meanwhile, Abbas Gallyamov, a Russian political analyst and former speechwriter for Putin, called the president's statement "a real disgrace."
"They have again indicated that they no longer expect to defeat Ukraine with conventional weapons," Gallyamov wrote on Telegram.
Pavel Podvig, an analyst based in Geneva who runs the Russian Nuclear Forces Project, told The Post that the amendments were designed to create "uncertainty and ambiguity about the possibility of a response," and described the previous version of the doctrine as being regarded by many in Russia as "fairly restrictive."
"Overall, it is a message that is designed to kind of warn the West, in this case, that the kind of assistance that is being discussed right now could be, could be problematic," he said.
Podvig added that Putin's remarks would trigger more questions about the definition of an attack against Russia and would "have people guessing, and have people be cautious about anything that would kind of resemble this."
As the West has deliberated over whether to approve the use of its long-range missiles for Ukrainian strikes on Russian territory, there have been hints that Moscow was considering updating its nuclear doctrine.
In June, Putin said Russia's nuclear doctrine was a "living instrument" that could change in line with world events. And earlier this month, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov told Russian state media that Moscow would make changes to its doctrine on the use of nuclear weapons in response to what it sees as Western escalation in the war in Ukraine.
"The work is at an advanced stage, and there is a clear intent to make corrections," Ryabkov told the Russian state news agency Tass.
The previous nuclear doctrine, set out in a 2020 decree by Putin, stated that Russia could use nuclear weapons in the event of a nuclear attack by an enemy or a conventional attack that threatens the existence of the state.
Russian hawks and military analysts have long urged Putin to lower the threshold for nuclear weapons to "sober up" Russia's enemies in the West.
Sergei Karaganov, a Russian political scientist and foreign policy hawk who has pushed Putin to adopt a stronger nuclear stance, told the Kommersant newspaper earlier this month that Russia could launch a localized nuclear strike on a NATO country without sparking an all-out nuclear war.
The main aim of Russia's nuclear doctrine, he said, "should be to ensure that all current and future enemies are sure that Russia is ready to use nuclear weapons."
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Biden administration divided over Israel's escalation against Hezbollah
As fears of a wider Middle East war grow, some U.S. officials see Israel's bombardment as reckless, while others are cautiously supportive.
By John Hudson, Ellen Nakashima, Missy Ryan, Karen DeYoung, Shane Harris | 2024-09-25

Smoke billows over Khiam on Wednesday, amid ongoing cross-border hostilities between Hezbollah and Israeli forces, as seen from Marjayoun, near the border with Israel. (Karamallah Daher/Reuters)


The Biden administration is divided over Israel's military escalation against Hezbollah with some senior officials viewing it as a reckless bombardment likely to produce more deadly cycles of violence and others seeing it as a potentially effective means of degrading the Lebanese militant group and forcing it to back down.
Senior officials are publicly calling for de-escalation as the administration tries to find a diplomatic off-ramp to the metastasizing Middle East conflict. In the past two weeks, Israel's brazen sabotage of thousands of pagers and walkie-talkies and a series of airstrikes have killed hundreds, including a top Hezbollah commander on Friday.
"Full-scale war is not in anyone's interest," President Joe Biden said in a speech to the United Nations on Tuesday. "A diplomatic solution ... remains the only path to lasting security to allow the residents from both countries to return to their homes on the border safely."
As he spoke, Israel's military continued to pound Lebanon with airstrikes.
On Oct. 8, a day after Hamas's surprise attack on Israel, Hezbollah opened a second front, shelling Israel from the north. Israel has fired back, and the conflict had displaced almost 70,000 Israelis from their homes along the border and at least 100,000 people in southern Lebanon before the latest wave of violence, according to the United Nations.

An Israeli police officer near the scene of a rocket hit on a house, following a Hezbollah rocket barrage in Kibbutz Saar, in northern Israel, on Wednesday. (Ammar Awad/Reuters)


Since then, U.S. officials have been trying to find a diplomatic way to end the conflict, and fears are rising that the escalation could trigger a regional war that no one particularly wants. Hezbollah has said it would end its rocket and missile attacks if there is a cease-fire in Gaza. But Israel has insisted that the attacks on northern Israel must end and refuses to link the conflict with Hezbollah to hostilities in the Palestinian enclave.
Israeli leaders want to push Hezbollah back from its positions in southern Lebanon far enough to create a buffer zone that would allow displaced Israelis to return to their abandoned homes in the country's north.
A senior U.S. State Department official, speaking to reporters at the outset of this week's U.N. General Assembly in New York, took a dim view of the approach of intensifying military pressure on Hezbollah until it backs down -- a controversial strategy some are calling "escalate to de-escalate."
"I can't recall, at least in recent memory, a period in which an escalation or intensification led to a fundamental de-escalation and led to profound stabilization of the situation," said the official, who, like others interviewed, spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the matter's sensitivity.

The remnants of a walkie-talkie that exploded inside a house in Baalbek, Lebanon, on Sept. 18. (AP)


Other administration officials are "cautiously supportive of the strategy to de-escalate by putting pressure on Hezbollah," said Matthew Levitt, an expert on Hezbollah at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy and a former U.S. counterterrorism official. "They are vigorously pursuing a diplomatic effort, but the leverage for it has been the Israeli escalation."
The Biden administration is in "active discussions" with Israel and other countries to secure a cease-fire between Israel and Hezbollah, unlinked to separate -- and deadlocked -- efforts in Gaza, according to a U.S. official. Meanwhile, Washington says it will not directly intervene in the conflict even as the U.S. military positions resources in the region.
Officials said the United States would bolster Israel's air-defense capabilities in the event of an overwhelming attack on Israeli territory, such as occurred on April 13, when U.S. forces offshore and in the air helped shoot down hundreds of incoming Iranian missiles and drones.
They emphasized that under no foreseeable circumstances would the United States aid Israel's offensive, or fire into Lebanon or any other country, including Iran, which has said the ongoing Israeli attacks on Hezbollah would not go unanswered.
The U.S. policy of military support to Israel is not a blank check, a senior defense official said.
"As we've said to them, it's not unconditional," the defense official said. "You cannot open a new front, and there are no consequences. And that's not, in fact, the fastest way to return your citizens to the northern border."

President Joe Biden is joined by members of his Cabinet, including Secretary of State Antony Blinken, center, U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Linda Thomas-Greenfield, and National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan as he meets with U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres at U.N. headquarters. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)


Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin "has been very clear that opening a front with Lebanese Hezbollah at this moment is not the path forward to unwind the tensions there," the official said.
Biden and top aides, including national security adviser Jake Sullivan and Secretary of State Antony Blinken, were "working very hard" on the sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly to find a diplomatic resolution to the spike in fighting, said a senior administration official.
Vice President Kamala Harris has not addressed the attacks in Lebanon that have taken place in recent days, but in the past she has forcefully stated that Israel has a right to defend itself against Hezbollah. According to a readout from a Monday afternoon meeting in Washington with President Mohamed bin Zayed of the United Arab Emirates, the two leaders "discussed the conflict between Israel and Hezbollah, and our work to prevent the conflict from escalating and reach a diplomatic solution that would allow populations on both sides of the border to return to their homes."
"We don't believe it's in Israel's interest for this to escalate, for there to be an all-out war there," National Security Council spokesman John Kirby told ABC News on Tuesday.
"While we won't get involved in the conflict itself there," he said, "we can do what we have to ... to make sure Israel can defend itself."

The Israeli Iron Dome air defense system intercepts missiles fired from south Lebanon over the city of Safed in upper Galilee, northern Israel, on Wednesday. (Atef Safadi/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


A second senior defense official said the Pentagon had not received any request from Israel for direct assistance since the latest escalation with Hezbollah began. But the official noted that the U.S. military stands ready to assist if Israel's air defenses are besieged.
The official pointed to the defensive assistance the U.S. military provided in April when a pair of U.S. destroyers positioned off the Israeli coast in the Mediterranean Sea, a Patriot missile defense battery in Iraq and American jets downed dozens of Iranian munitions headed for Israel.
The United States has been working for months to broker a deal in which Hezbollah forces would commit to a cessation of violence and move north away from the border. A senior Israeli official said the government continues to support a deal.
But Hezbollah's leader, Hasan Nasrallah, has pledged that attacks will continue until there is a cease-fire with Hamas. U.S. and Israeli officials have said they doubt such a deal is coming anytime soon.
Recognizing that the talks are at an impasse, the Israeli official said the increased military operations in Lebanon in recent days were intended to persuade Hezbollah to negotiate and were not intended to start a broader war. "We think that it might make Hezbollah seek a diplomatic solution," the official said.
"The key element of this strategy is deterrence," the official said. "We will not let Hezbollah drag us to a war of attrition. We do not seek war, but we will not and cannot be seen as deterred from it, because that will encourage Hezbollah to escalate."

A woman reacts at the scene of an Israeli airstrike in the town of Maisara, north of Beirut. (Bilal Hussein/AP)


Some U.S. officials are skeptical that the strategy will pay off and have questioned why Hezbollah leadership would suddenly reverse course. Another U.S. official said it is foolish to assume that the more aggressive bombing of Lebanon would force Nasrallah into submission. "He needs to save face, too," said the official.
Israeli officials are unapologetic about their escalating effort to hit Hezbollah in Lebanon. "We are attacking our enemies in Lebanon, we are attacking Hamas in Gaza, and we are not in a position that we are waiting for the mercy of the world to support us," Israeli Ambassador to the United Nations Danny Danon said in an interview.
The escalating campaign against Hezbollah is driving increasing urgency at the United Nations to defuse the situation before a broader conflict erupts.
With Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian warning reporters that his nation had held back to give space for a cease-fire deal between Israel and Gaza, some leaders worry that Iran's security establishment may eventually snap back.
"The question is how far can Israel go against Hezbollah before it will be impossible for the [Iranian] president to hold back domestically," Norwegian Foreign Minister Espen Barth Eide said in an interview at U.N. headquarters Wednesday. "So we're living on loaned time before there is internal logic in Iran that drives it."
Still, Iran does not want to see Hezbollah engulfed in a major war with Israel, said Middle East experts. A substantial amount of Hezbollah's missiles, rockets and other weapons is provided by Iran, in no small part as a deterrent against Israeli assaults on its nuclear program.
"It's clear that Iran wants as much of the powder kept dry as possible," said the Washington Institute's Levitt.
The United States, along with Western and regional allies, including Britain, France and Jordan, came to Israel's defense on April 13, when Iran launched an unprecedented direct attack on Israel, firing hundreds of drones and missiles at its enemy.

Residents of Lebanon travel along a highway toward Beirut as they flee the southern part of the country Tuesday. (Wael Hamzeh/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Tom Karako, a missile defense expert at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, said that during that attack Israel shot down more than 550 munitions, illustrating the country's ability to deflect a massive aerial assault with what American officials have acknowledged was only "additive" help from the United States.
Fending off a similar assault from Hezbollah is "probably going to come down to Israeli capacity, supported by U.S. capabilities," he said.
In that scenario, Karako said, the United States would face challenges because of the proximity of Hezbollah forces. While U.S. officials had hours of warning during Iran's missile and drone launches in April, that would not be the case with munitions fired by Hezbollah, which sometimes strikes its targets in northern Israel before air defense sirens have time to sound.
For now, though, Hezbollah seems disinclined to launch an all-out attack, though Nasrallah has vowed a firm response for Israel's recent escalation. "It is still playing by the rules," said Mohanad Hage Ali, a senior fellow with the Carnegie Middle East Center in Beirut.
"They're trying to minimize destruction because they fear retaliation and they believe there are no red lines for Israel when it comes to the international community," he said. "It's a thin line they're walking. And it's giving Israel a great maneuvering ability to define the battlefield."
Abigail Hauslohner and Matt Viser in Washington, Michael Birnbaum and Yasmeen Abutaleb at the United Nations, and Kareem Fahim in Beirut contributed to this report.
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A timeline of conflict on the Israel-Lebanon border     
For decades, Israel has seen Hezbollah as a major threat. But through rounds of conflict and war, it has not won a decisive victory.
By Sammy Westfall, Victoria Bisset | 2024-09-25
Hostilities between Israel and Hezbollah -- which have escalated over the past year, to the cusp of all-out war over the past week -- are rooted in decades of conflict.
The Israel-Lebanon border has seen a history of violence that dates to Israel's founding, punctuated by long periods of relative calm. Conflict between Israel and Hezbollah began at the group's founding in the 1980s, after Israel's invasion of Lebanon, and continued through a long occupation of the country's south by Israeli forces and several subsequent invasions after they withdrew.
Over the past week, attacks -- exploding electronic devices and Israeli airstrikes across many parts of the country -- have killed hundreds of people in Lebanon. The deadliest attacks, on Monday, claimed at least 558 lives, according to Lebanon's Health Ministry.
Israel's target is Hezbollah, a Lebanese Shiite militant group, political party and social organization backed by Iran, which has stepped up cross-border attacks since the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on Israel. The violence has renewed fears of yet another war in Lebanon, which is already reeling from years of economic crisis. Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi, chief of staff of the Israel Defense Forces, told troops Wednesday to prepare for a possible incursion into Lebanon as Israel called up two reservist brigades.
For decades, Israel has seen Hezbollah as a major threat. But through rounds of conflict and war, it has not won a decisive victory and Hezbollah remains capable of striking far into Israel.
Here's what to know about Israel's fight with Hezbollah and the history of conflict on the Israel-Lebanon border.
Lebanon joins other Arab countries, allied with Palestinian factions, in fighting Israel after it declared independence in 1948. The United Nations brokers two ceasefires during the conflict, but fighting continued into 1949, when Lebanon and Israel signed a general armistice agreement.
At the war's end, Israel gains control over new territory and an estimated 700,000 Palestinians are displaced in what is known in Arabic as the Nakba, or the catastrophe -- including about 100,000 people who flee to Lebanon, where some refugee camps remain.
Two members of the Palestine Liberation Organization, a guerrilla group, attack an El Al flight en route from Tel Aviv during a layover in Greece, killing a passenger. Israel retaliates by raiding the Beirut International Airport and destroying about a dozen Lebanese passenger aircraft. The U.N. Security Council censures Israel for the military action.
Much of the PLO moves to Lebanon after it is expelled from Jordan. In the 1970s, "there was a spiral of escalation involving Israel and Lebanon, always in connection to the Palestinian struggle against Israel launched from Lebanon," says Asher Kaufman, professor of history and peace studies at the University of Notre Dame.
As the state crumbled, a bloody, multifaceted 15-year civil war breaks out in Lebanon, devastating cities and leaving an estimated 120,000 people dead. Among the reasons for the instability, historians say, is domestic discord over whether to allow Palestinian militants to stage attacks against Israel from Lebanese soil.
Israel invades and occupies southern Lebanon in Operation Litani, after PLO guerrilla militants "infiltrated Israel from Lebanon by sea," the IDF says, and attacked a bus, killing 35 people.
The conflict led the U.N. Security Council to establish UNIFIL, the U.N. peacekeeping force in Lebanon, to secure Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon.
Israel invades Lebanon in June 1982, in the midst of the civil war. Its stated aim is to "put the communities of northern Israel out of reach of the terrorists in southern Lebanon by pushing the latter 40 km to the north."
Israeli forces occupy the south of the country and besiege West Beirut for several months, forcing PLO fighters there to leave Lebanon.
As Israeli forces take over West Beirut in September 1982, they allow Lebanese Christian militiamen under their political and military control to enter the refugee camps of Sabra and Shatila, where they kill hundreds or as many as several thousand unarmed Palestinian civilians -- a massacre the memory of which continues to shape regional affairs. The U.N. General Assembly declared it an act of genocide.
Israel withdrew from West Beirut in late September 1982 but remained as an occupying force in the south of the country.
Hezbollah is established in 1982. In 1985, the group publishes a manifesto codifying its call for the destruction of Israel as a goal.
The civil war ends in 1990, but it is another decade before Israeli forces withdraw from the south of Lebanon, following 22 years of occupation.
Hezbollah and Israeli forces fight skirmishes in the summer of 2006. But the full-scale war that follows takes "everyone by surprise," a member of the U.N. peacekeeping mission there later recalls.
On July 12, Hezbollah launches rockets toward Israeli military positions and border villages, as other Hezbollah militants cross into Israel, killing eight Israeli soldiers and capturing two others.
The next day, Israel begins attacking its northern neighbor by land, sea and air. Over the course of the month-long war that follows, Hezbollah launches nearly 4,000 missiles into Israel, according to the IDF.
In Lebanon, the month-long war kills about 1,200 people -- the majority of whom are civilians -- injures thousands more and forces about 1 million people to flee their homes, according to Human Rights Watch. According to the IDF, 49 Israeli civilians and 121 soldiers are killed.
A U.N. commission finds that the Israeli military demonstrated a "significant pattern of excessive, indiscriminate and disproportionate use of force" against civilians.
Both sides claimed victory in the 2006 war, but neither won, as The Washington Post reported a decade later.
For Hezbollah, "victory looks different than it would for Israel," Kaufman, the Notre Dame professor, says: The group can argue that it is winning if it remains capable of firing rockets into Israel.
After 2006, Israel appears to pursue an approach somewhat infamously described by strategists as "mowing the grass," a metaphor for the idea that Israel cannot "permanently unroot and eliminate the entirety of Hezbollah," but will instead "keep knocking it down so that it does not pose a significant threat to Israel and Israeli citizens," says Jonathan Panikoff, director of the Scowcroft Middle East Security Initiative at the Atlantic Council's Middle East Program. The same approach has been evident in rounds of conflict with Hamas in Gaza, until the dynamic changes with the Oct. 7 attack.
Lebanon itself suffers a devastating economic crisis that leads to rising levels of poverty, and a massive explosion in Beirut's port caused by improperly stored chemicals sparks widespread protests over corruption and mismanagement.
On Oct. 8, 2023, a day after its ally Hamas carries out its deadly attack on Israel, Hezbollah launches strikes on Israeli targets in the disputed area of Shebaa Farms. In the months that follow, the two sides exchange frequent fire across the border.
The conflict escalates, including with the assassination of a senior Hamas leader in the Lebanese capital in January and the assassinations of several senior Hezbollah commanders that follow.
But in mid-September, fears of a wider war peak as thousands of electrical devices explode in a suspected Israeli attack against Hezbollah inside Lebanon, killing at least 37 people, including children, and injuring thousands more. Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah blames Israel for what he describes as an "act of war" and vows to respond.
The same week, Israel carries out some of the most intense cross-border strikes since Oct. 7, while dozens of people are killed in a strike against a senior Hezbollah commander in a Beirut suburb.
Israeli strikes on Monday kill at least 558 people and wound at least 1,835, according to Lebanon's Health Ministry.
Some 67,500 people have evacuated homes in northern Israel since October amid cross-border exchanges of strikes, according to the Taub Center, a research group. The fighting has uprooted about 110,000 people in southern Lebanon, according to the United Nations -- a figure that does not reflect the latest round of displacement.
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In northern Israel, an anxious wait for Hezbollah's counterstrike  
As Israel approaches the anniversary of Oct. 7, and ramps up its military campaign against Hezbollah, many here are haunted by uncertainty.
By Miriam Berger, Heidi Levine | 2024-09-25

Video taken on Sept. 24 shows a rocket falling on a highway in northern Israel.


KIRYAT BIALIK, Israel -- Tel Aviv awoke to air raid sirens Wednesday after Hezbollah fired a long-range missile toward Israel's commercial center, the deepest strike yet by the militant group and a preview of what Israelis fear could be a war without limits.
Israel's air defense systems intercepted the missile Wednesday before impact, as it has the majority of projectiles fired from Lebanon in recent days. Across northern Israel, though, the howl of sirens and the race to safe rooms have become features of daily life since the military escalated its campaign against Hezbollah.
As this traumatized country approaches the anniversary of Oct. 7, and officials warn of hard days ahead, many are haunted by uncertainty. Over 11 months of rocket, drone and missile attacks on Israel's north by Hezbollah, the Iran-backed organization that is Lebanon's most powerful military and political force, the group has showcased only part of the sophisticated weapons arsenal it has spent years building. Everyone here is bracing for the worst -- it's become a dark national pastime.
"We've been waiting for it," said Ran Zohar, 24, of the morning missile, sitting at an outdoor coffee shop with his girlfriend in Tel Aviv hours after the skies cleared. "We don't have anything else to do."
An hour and a half away, Elena Kotz, 54, emerged Tuesday from the bare-bones safe room in her building's bottom floor. Another air raid warning had just sounded in her Haifa suburb of Kiryat Bialik. "Nobody knows what will happen," she said. "We are preparing our safe room to sleep in but ...," she trailed off and shrugged.

Elena Kotz, 54, holds her dog wearing a diaper as she takes shelter on the bottom floor of her residential building during air sirens in Kiryat Bialik, Israel, near Haifa, on Tuesday. Kotz said her dog is too old to make it up and down the stairs during the sirens and suffers from fear. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post). 


Israel's northernmost border communities have contended for years with rocket fire from Hezbollah, and more than 67,000 residents have been displaced since Oct. 7. Over the weekend, the Israeli military broadened its restrictions to include the Haifa Bay area, the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights, more parts of the Galilee and other areas reaching up to 40 miles south from the Lebanese border.
Schools are closed, outdoor gatherings of more than 10 people are forbidden and only workplaces with shelters can remain open. Major hospitals have moved underground.
Heavy Israeli strikes across Lebanon this week have killed more than 600 people, according to the country's Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between combatants and civilians but said at least 50 children, 94 women and nine paramedics were among the dead. The Israel Defense Forces said Tuesday it had hit 1,500 "terrorist infrastructure targets" from above and, on Wednesday, the IDF chief told troops to prepare for a possible ground invasion.
Hezbollah has responded by firing hundreds of projectiles, according to the IDF, including new long-range Fadi rockets.
To avoid another prolonged war, "we need to give them a onetime hard blow so it can be calm again," David Even Tzur, the mayor of the coastal city of Kiryat Yam and head of the Haifa Bay Municipalities Association, told The Washington Post.

A sign that reads "Finish them All" at a checkpoint on the outskirts of Kiryat Shmona, Israel, near the border of Lebanon in northern Israel, on Monday. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post) 


Local authorities are prepared "for two weeks, a month maximum" of heavy bombardments, he said. Emergency teams have readied safe rooms, stocked up on food and water to deliver to families in need and put psychologists on call.
But if it lasts longer "it will be Oy vavoy," he said, using an ominous Yiddish expression. "With God's help we will be able to normally celebrate Rosh Hashanah," he said, referring to the Jewish New Year on Oct. 2.
Last week, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu made returning evacuees to their homes in the north an official war aim, alongside the initial goals of destroying Hamas and bringing back the hostages held by the group.
But in recent days, more people in the north have unofficially moved south.
Hezbollah may be calculating that "if a full-scale conflict would break out, not only would Israel not be able to return residents to the north, but hundreds of thousands more would be displaced," said Michael Horowitz, head of intelligence at Le Beck International risk consultancy.
Israel has lived through numerous rounds of anxious waiting this year. In April, Tehran fired hundreds of missiles and explosive drones toward Israel in retaliation for an Israeli strike on Iranian commanders in Syria. Most were intercepted with help from a U.S.-backed coalition, and the situation quickly calmed. In late August, the country feared another major Iranian attack after the assassination of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran. It has yet to come.

A man inspects the damage inside a supermarket in Tamra, an Arab city in northern Israel, that sustained significant damage following overnight missile strikes by Hezbollah on Tuesday. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post). 


Israelis in the north, facing a second year of war, say this time feels different.
With each air raid, Alise Zvinatzki, 23, and her dog, Kiara, grow more nervous. She shares the same safe room as Kotz in Kiryat Bialik, and has filled it with essentials such as water, toilet paper and poop bags for their dogs, who are not popular with all the residents. Kotz has put her elderly dog in a diaper and carries him up and down the stairs at the sound of each siren.
Zvinatzki's father works nearby in the city's industrial zone, which includes the Rafael defense firm -- a weapons manufacturer that has been targeted by Hezbollah. The group says its attacks are focused on Israeli military sites, but their munitions are imprecise and often fall indiscriminately. On Sunday, a rocket slammed into a nearby residential block, hitting two buildings and injuring three people.
Zvinatzki slept in her building's safe room throughout the 2006 war. She is mentally preparing for that again, she said.
"I think that there needs to be a war," she said. "To move Hezbollah away from the border so the north won't be like Gaza."
But for how long? "Until the end," she said, so there will be "quieter days."

Ethiopian Ukrainian Israelis in a bomb shelter of their residential building during air sirens in Kiryat Bialik, Israel, on Tuesday. Two houses were hit in Kiryat Bialik and vehicles were damaged following a wave of rocket and drone attacks from Hezbollah into Israeli territory on Sunday. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post). 


In another communal safe room on the same block, the building's residents fretted over how long they could last in the stifling space. Nobody had stored water or prepared beds; the toilet didn't work. An elderly resident struggled to plug in a recently purchased fan. Not all the residents, a mix of Israeli, Ethiopian, Ukrainian and American Jews, could communicate with each other. Graffitied on the wall was an evil eye, a symbol to ward off bad spirits, and Israel's wartime tagline: Together we will win.
A clear majority of Israelis support the war in Gaza and the escalation in Lebanon. For Palestinians and others opposed to the fighting and the heavy civilian toll, there is a different kind of fear.
"We are afraid to say anything against the war, like Gaza," said Maysoon, a Palestinian citizen of Israel, citing the legal problems some have faced for criticizing Israel's military campaigns. She spoke on the condition she be identified by her first name, fearing retaliation by the state. "So we stay silent," she said.
Maysoon was out shopping Tuesday at a mall in Sakhnin, a northern Arab city that has come under fire in recent days. She blamed the Israeli government for not reaching a cease-fire deal in Gaza, Hezbollah's main condition for ceasing its cross-border attacks.
"They could have had an agreement," she said. Now "there is no chance for peace."
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Work Advice: She pushed for a bigger role. Now she pushes people around.
Department head who petitioned for a full-time position doesn't seem to be fitting in to the company's cooperative culture. How do you gauge performance based on vibes?
By Karla Miller | 2024-09-26

(iStock)


Reader: I'm VP of a small firm that runs entertainment for other businesses. We have about 200 part-time employees who host events and fewer than 10 full-time staff on our all-remote administrative team, most of whom report to me.
Last year, "Lisa," a part-timer for almost eight years, petitioned us to create a role for her to manage our marketing. Knowing this would not require 40 hours a week, the owner and I negotiated a full-time role for her that includes marketing among other duties. She quit a better-paying corporate job to take our offer, citing our flexibility and character.
Nine months later, she's doing fine at her job but is hard to work with. I give people a lot of latitude to execute their duties, but she's so out of sync with our group's cooperative attitude. She drags out online debates longer than necessary. She's hard to redirect when she has an idea or opinion. She takes things personally, acting petulant or dismissive. She gets defensive about not being trusted as a "department head," but she's the whole department. She asks for changes without considering how much work it creates for others.
As another senior employee put it: "After a conflict with Lisa, I didn't feel like things were resolved, even when we finally agreed." In my own weekly check-ins with Lisa, she usually puts me on the defensive about how I give direction.
Meanwhile, I'm thinking: She asked for this! We literally created this job for her, and she's never satisfied!
How do I set up a performance improvement plan that is partly based on vibes? It's hard to articulate exactly what I need her to change.
Karla: Let me take a stab at articulating it based on your description: Lisa quibbles, filibusters and lashes out at others when she feels disrespected, and you need her to stop doing those things.
I'll even take a guess at why she's like this: Insecurity. She's trying to fill her needs by feeding off your group's empathy and tolerance. Like a cuckoo laying its egg in another bird's nest, she has made her success your responsibility.
Here's the piece I'm missing: Why are you accepting it?
Your letter says nothing about how she has contributed to your company's performance or even earned the deference she's demanding. Is her "fine" work producing better results than before her position existed? Has she solved a problem you didn't realize you had?
If not, I'm wondering what the point is of keeping her satisfied. What would the fallout be if people simply said "no" to her requests? What keeps you from letting her go?
These hard-nosed questions are admittedly out of character for me. I'm all about empathetic management, meeting people where they are, accommodating quirks and giving people leeway to do their thing. Cultivating employees and helping them grow into their roles is a wise long-term investment. But that's when they're trying to meet you halfway and doing their best to contribute despite personal obstacles or cultural misalignment.
Maybe you're grateful for her previous years with the company. Maybe you don't want to pull the rug out from under her after she gave up her previous job. Maybe you want to give her fair warning and an opportunity to course-correct. Those are all reasonable justifications for trying to coach her into better behavior -- but they work both ways. She could stand to replace her entitlement with gratitude and recognize that you took a chance in hiring her. She's enjoying a more flexible, cooperative work environment -- which means she needs to do her part to keep it that way. Her latitude extends only as far as her respect for her colleagues' time.
Management psychology articles, blogs and books can provide more detail on how to handle insecure colleagues, but here's my cheat sheet: It involves figuring out what motivates or triggers them, applauding the things they do well, refusing to take their bait and not rewarding bad behavior with appeasement. It means being okay if Lisa's unhappy with the outcome. Sometimes it means letting her have the last word -- and letting it splat on the ground, unanswered. It means someone in authority telling her, in public if necessary: "I assume you meant no disrespect, but that comment was out of line."
The more specific and immediate the follow-up, the easier it will be to articulate what she did or said and why it was a problem.
Another thought: Has your remote team ever gathered in person? Sometimes breathing the same air can help people connect in a way that keyboards hinder.
All that said, if she can't or doesn't want to adapt, it might be time to part ways. If she agrees the current arrangement isn't working, but her core marketing skills are valuable, maybe she would be happier providing those services to you as a contractor.
Also, whatever else you do: Do not put Lisa in charge of anyone. Giving an insecure person underlings to manage in hopes it will ground them is like placing kindling around someone playing with matches.
Pro Tip: If your relationship with a worker is shifting from full-time employment to contracting, make sure you follow the Labor Department's worker classification rules. There's more to it than swapping a W-2 for a 1099.
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Congress passes bill to prevent government shutdown, add funds for Secret Service
Congress punts decisions on federal finances to end of year.
By Jacob Bogage | 2024-09-26

The Capitol in 2023. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Congress approved legislation Wednesday for a stopgap spending bill and a $231 million infusion to the Secret Service, heading off a government shutdown and boosting security for presidential candidates ahead of November's elections.
The bill, which passed both the House and Senate with wide bipartisan support, extends federal finances to Dec. 20, when Congress will have a new tussle during the "lame duck" end-of-year session to pass annual funding bills for the rest of the 2025 fiscal year, or punt spending decisions once again into the next presidential administration.
The legislation also surfaced tension between Republican House leadership and former president Donald Trump, as well as within the brittle House GOP majority. Trump demanded a shutdown unless the House also passed new federal voter registration restrictions. House Republicans twice nearly blocked the government funding bill from reaching the floor over separate concerns.
The moves reflect the restless nature, even after two years in the majority, of House Republicans and the firm hold Trump has on the party in Congress, influencing even from the campaign trail what could have been a mundane funding vote and teeing up another spending fight in a matter of weeks.
By December, lawmakers will have to sort out topline spending figures for the rest of the 2025 fiscal year, pump new money into veterans' health care, overhaul U.S. agriculture policy and more. The election, lawmakers say, clouds all of those issues.
"Right now, our job is to get past the election. Whomever the next president-elect is, I think, probably will tell us what their preference is, and we will try to our best ability to get it done," House Appropriations Chair Tom Cole (R-Okla.) said. "I've always been for finishing our business in the calendar year. That would be my advice. But if it's President-Elect Trump, and I think it will be, I'll do what he says. If he says, 'I prefer for you guys to kick it down the road,' okay."
But arriving at Wednesday's bill, called a continuing resolution or CR, was no easy task.
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) originally floated legislation for a six-month funding extension and attached an unrelated measure with new requirements to prove citizenship before registering to vote in federal elections. Trump demanded that Republicans win that voting provision -- "and every ounce of it," he wrote on social media -- or force a shutdown.
Noncitizen voting is already illegal in federal elections, and cases of voter fraud committed by noncitizens are exceedingly uncommon.
But 14 Republicans joined with most Democrats last week to defeat that bill, leaving Johnson a choice between shuttering the government or cutting a deal with Democrats.
Johnson took the deal, dropping the registration provisions and agreeing to Democrats' preferred three-month timeline. He called a shutdown this late in election season "political malpractice."
Yet another group of Republicans, though, threw up procedural obstacles that slowed the House's progress and forced the speaker to rely on support from Democrats to advance the bill, rather than his own GOP majority.
But once the House began its consideration of the bill, Congress moved with unusual alacrity. With lawmakers eager to return home for a more-than-month-long recess, and pressure from the Florida delegation to return home before Hurricane Helene makes landfall -- the House shaved two hours off its schedule. The Senate began voting 50 minutes after the House, the fastest the upper chamber has considered legislation in recent memory.
Even the iconoclastic Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.), known for demanding votes to cut federal spending ahead of a funding bill, allowed the Senate to proceed with haste.
"Americans can breathe easy that because both sides have chosen bipartisanship, Congress is getting the job done," Schumer announced giddily on the floor. "We will keep the government open. We will prevent vital government services from needlessly coming to a halt. We will give appropriators more time to fully fund the government before the end of the year. And I am especially pleased we're getting the job done with some time to spare."
The week's events, though, could serve as a warning for Johnson. His predecessor in the speakership, Kevin McCarthy of California, was ousted from the post after he leaned on Democrats to pass a short-term funding bill. Johnson defeated a similar attempt to remove him earlier this year.
If Republicans lose their House majority -- as many polls predict -- Johnson could also lose his grip atop the conference. He said Wednesday that he would seek to remain the Republican leader even in the minority, though he predicted the GOP would retain control of the House.
"I think we navigated some very difficult terrain and unprecedented challenging times, and we got through it, and we're going to win the election cycle because of that," Johnson said. "I intend, having been forged through that fire and developed that leadership, I intend to offer my services for that going forward. We'll see what happens."
December's fraught funding debate could be Johnson's audition to maintain his leadership role.
House Republicans and Senate Democrats are at odds over total spending numbers and nearly $70 billion in "side deals" -- part of an agreement struck between President Joe Biden and GOP leaders in 2023. Conservatives hope to boost defense spending while jettisoning the side deals, and they are skeptical of other nonpartisan budget requests including veterans' health care and natural disaster response. Democrats are adamant that Congress adhere to the agreement and approve additional spending on those issues and defense priorities.
Congress often rolls the 12 annual spending bills, or appropriations, into a single, massive package, called an omnibus or omni, to save time ahead of end-of-year deadlines. Congressional leaders in the past have leveraged lawmakers' Christmas holiday break to compel them to vote for the legislation. Johnson has vowed not to allow a vote on an omnibus or on what lawmakers call "minibuses," smaller packages made up of several spending bills.
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        This lush California cabernet is an extraordinary value at $15
        Dave McIntyre
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        Sweet and spicy pepper pasta channels an old friend's labor or love
        Daniela Galarza
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        Sahaj Kaur Kohli
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This lush California cabernet is an extraordinary value at $15
This week's wine recommendations also include a red from Germany and aromatic white from Italy.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-09-26

FROM LEFT: Broadbent Cabernet Sauvignon 2022; Kopp Pinot Noir 2022; Lunae Etichetta Grigia (Gray Label) Vermentino 2022. (Rey Lopez/for The Washington Post)


California cabernet and Italian vermentino provide a red and a white with heft ideal for autumn weather. We also have a rarity -- a pinot noir from Germany, where red wines are benefiting from a warming climate.
North Coast, California, $15
This is a private label of importer Broadbent Selections, better known for port, madeira and South African chenin blanc than California cabernet. It trends toward the sweet side of cabernet, featuring lush texture and jammy blackberry flavors. Alcohol by volume: 14.5 percent. Bottle weight: 520 grams (Average).
Distributed locally by Winebow.
Germany, $24
Climate change is sparking enthusiasm for red wines from Germany, the land of riesling. This tart, refreshing pinot noir is light in texture, with crunchy flavors of tart currants, raspberries and cranberries. Bright, pure high tones of a tuning fork resound across the palate. ABV: 12.5 percent. BW: 410 grams (Light).
Imported by Valkenberg. Distributed locally by Elite Wines.
Colli di Luni, Italy, $28
This wine is from Liguria, northwestern Italy's coastal region. It's fresh, with a golden straw color, and aromas of citrus, jasmine and honey. Peach and apricot flavors on the palate yield to a minerally finish. ABV: 12.5 percent. BW: 500 grams (Average).
Imported and distributed locally by Banville Wine Merchant.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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9 of the best restaurants on Capitol Hill 
The storied neighborhood offers everything from whimsical tasting menus to braised lamb neck tacos and cold-smoked burgers.
By Warren Rojas | 2024-09-26
Much like the biennial elections that shake up Congress every couple of years, the Capitol Hill dining scene strives to keep tastemakers on their toes. While some outsiders mistakenly assume its proximity to power translates to expense-account-only fare, locals know there are gustatory gems at every price point scattered about.
Whether you are interested in a glitzy gourmet gala, an easy-peasy duck feast or a serious dose of nostalgia, these dining recommendations from Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema, Post food writer Tim Carman and your intrepid local dining reporter should hit the spot.
Bon appetit!
715 Eighth St. SE. pineappleandpearls.com.

The surf-and-turf course at Pineapple & Pearls. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post)


Who wouldn't want to join the "coolest party in town"? That's how Sietsema describes a recent trip through culinary dream weaver Aaron Silverman's two-Michelin-starred funhouse. The journey is punctuated by tasty detours such as "exquisite three-cheese ravioli designed to mimic Cheez-Its" and Mid-Atlantic mashups featuring crab fritters, lobster and housemade mumbo sauce. Just make sure to leave room for swanky send-offs like gourmet soft serve and wagyu cheeseburger-laden swag bags. "The evening passes like a gathering of good friends -- too quickly, but also laced with so many wonderful moments," Sietsema writes. ($350-per-person tasting menu, tax and service charge not included.)
101 Constitution Ave. NW. charliepalmersteak.com.
A power dining perch for more than 20 years, the Charlie Palmer outpost Sietsema trumpeted in his 2024 best steakhouse roundup continues to captivate D.C. diners. Just steps from the U.S. Capitol, staff pride themselves on being a "safe haven for VIPs" but also court budget-conscious guests with half-price drinks ($6 local beers, $10 cocktails) and bar snacks ($6 raw oysters, $8 cheeseburger sliders) during weeknight happy hour. Craving meat? Sietsema suggests a butter-bathed, cooked-to-order New York strip flanked by crunchy breadcrumb-topped "true-tasting" creamed spinach. Prefer surf to turf? Snack on "fluffy and fun" lobster corn dogs. (Entrees $24 to $158.)
914 14th St. SE. carusosgrocery.com.

Dinner at Caruso's doesn't disappoint. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post)


Chef Matt Adler's tribute to Italian American cooking now boasts two locations, but Sietsema remains enamored with the original launchpad. "You can't stop scarfing the calamari because it's sourced from Rhode Island, sprinkled with semolina and fried with precision for two minutes," he writes in his 2023 best restaurants wrap-up. Other attractions include bucatini bolstered by "herby, three-meat ragu," veal cutlets zapped by "lemon-kissed butter sauce," and seasonally inspired gelato sundaes drizzled with gooey caramel and chocolate sauces. "And how nice that the restaurant's old-fashioned charms extend to the signature drinks," he writes of the affordably priced cocktails. (Entrees $22 to $30.)
300 Seventh St. SE. duckandpeachdc.com.

Rotisserie duck at the Duck & the Peach. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post)


Pulling up a seat at chef Katarina Petonito's "airy restaurant with a California lilt" seems to do wonders for Sietsema's mood. Cozy environs, thoughtful staff and restorative cocktails help "smooth the edges of a rough day," he writes of this 2023 best restaurants honoree. "A lot of people don't like to make decisions," Petonito says of the allure of samplers like the restaurant's signature two-person "duck feast" (three courses, dessert included) or a DIY "dinner party" option built around roast chicken, duck or lamb. Kick back and watch as goodies blanket the table, including cheesy gougeres, charred runner beans brightened by tomato vinaigrette and drunken dorade. "My only regret ... is that I don't live closer," Sietsema writes. (Entrees $35 to $98.)
107 D St. NE. themonocle.com.
Back before Congress spiraled into perpetual gridlock, this "brass-railed, red-bricked" haunt would have been where plenty of political horse-trading got done. "This is the uncommon quiet restaurant that doesn't feel like a mausoleum," Sietsema marvels in his 2022 best restaurants recap, soaking in a dining room plastered with portraits "of scores of politicians, past and present." Only representing yourself? Staff will still put it on for you. A seasoned host "treats us like we're beloved senators as he ushers us to our choice of tables," Sietsema recounts, adding that prescient servers "swoop in with smiles, bread, water, recommendations." House specialties that hit the spot include "lacy onion rings," thick-cut pork chops partnered with cheesy mashed potatoes and garlicky clam pasta. (Entrees $19 to $69.)
732 Maryland Ave. NE. pascualdc.com.

Buzzy Mexican hot spot Pascual. (Maansi Srivastava for the Washington Post)


Snagging a spot at this buzzy Mexican hot spot is akin to "finding Wonka's golden ticket," in Sietsema's estimation. Credit chefs Matt Conroy and Isabel Coss, the Rammy Award-winning duo behind Georgetown bistro Lutece, for stoking excitement across town via a trip south of the border complete with "mezcal margaritas (awesome)" and braised "lamb neck (just as marvelous)." The first stop has to be the house guacamole, Sietsema writes, praising a delicious dip featuring avocados, lime, salt, pickled jalapenos, olive oil and crushed toasted avocado powder. Max out the snacking carnival by adding in fresh salsas and other taste multipliers including spiced pineapple and papaya, pickled vegetables, and a sesame- and smoke-filled salsa macha Coss has dubbed "the new chile crunch." And that magical lamb is a true labor of love, Sietsema says, chronicling a preparation that includes a full-day brine, marinating in a mixture of chilies, avocado leaves, onions and garlic; searing over fire; bundling in agave leaves before braising; and a final sear on the grill. (Entrees $40 to $70.)
633 Pennsylvania Ave. SE. fightclubdc.com.

Fight Club on the Hill serves up some of the best sandwiches in the city. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


Carman appreciates that this pandemic pop-up has taken on a life of its own, mainly because of its "fearlessness." He hails the co-creators, which include Beuchert's Saloon executive chef Andrew Markert, for unleashing "a beast that follows its own impish impulses." Some of his favorite convention-busting meals include an unwieldy fried chicken thigh sandwich reminiscent of chicken and waffles; a vegetarian French dip catalyzing roasted mushrooms and grilled onions into an "umami rush so deep and undeniable that you won't miss the meat"; an arancini-stuffed meatball sub smothered in marinara, pickled banana peppers and melted Italian cheeses; and a seasonal BLT that made his 2021 best sandwiches list. Your intrepid guest host/dining guide producer is happy to report that the Heir to the BLT was back on the menu during a recent revisit. And that the handheld valentine to summer -- stacking slabs of smoked pork belly, juicy tomato and creamy pistachio butter between slices of savory grilled sourdough -- is as mouthwatering as ever. And don't sleep on the Philly Style, a cheesesteak that slaps thanks to succulent shaved rib-eye, caramelized onions, melted American cheese and a blast of cherry pepper-powered heat. (Entrees $14 to $19.)
1401 Pennsylvania Ave. SE. theroostsedc.com.

Taco Night in America at Hi/Fi Taco inside the Roost. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post)


Carman is all in on this communal food hall that encourages exploration. He fondly recalls one dining sweep marked by roast chicken, beef tacos, spicy tuna rolls, caramel corn, beef fat fries, pepperoni pizza and a mixed greens salad -- all summoned and paid for from one's cellphone. And while there've been some changes since he last popped by, the core configuration remains in place: There's a cocktail bar (Show of Hands), a beer bar (Shelter), a coffee shop (Cameo), a dessert hub (Buzz Bakery), and stand-alone eateries including Linda's (Mediterranean food), Buttermilk (Southern-style fried chicken), Red Apron (butcher shop and grill), Slice Joint (pizza), Hi/Fi (Tex-Mex) and Ako by Kenaki (sushi bar). Newish additions devoured by this hired mouth include an Italian shrimp roll (Linda's) twirling together chilled shrimp zapped with lemon juice and coarsely chopped Calabrian chiles into a dance of fire and refreshment, as well as a whopping sandwich (Buttermilk) bolstered by smoky jalapeno jam, tangy pickle chips and extra-spicy bird. Oh, and Carman wasn't kidding about the chocolate dulce de leche cake. The super-fudgy sponge, band of sticky caramel, chocolaty frosting and dab of whipped cream make it a treat worth repeating anytime. (Prices vary by vendor. See website.)
1432 Pennsylvania Ave. SE. hilleastburger.com.

The OK Burger at Hill East Burger. It's more than okay. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


Burgers and Texas-style barbecue are right in Carman's wheelhouse. So when Republic Cantina founder Chris Svetlik and Sloppy Mama's BBQ co-founder Joe Neuman joined forces to fire up Hill East Burger, expectations were high. The duo appear to have won him over by figuring out an ice-enabled, cold-smoking process that has stamped their smashburgers into his brain. "Invisible curls of hickory smoke tantalize your nostrils even before you take that first bite," Carman writes of an alluring meal that starts with a combination of dry-aged, grass-fed beef and carefully selected brisket trimmings. A double-stacked OK Burger "drips with flavor," while the Puebla sports a heavenly pepper relish featuring poblanos, red onions, tallow, cider vinegar and honey. Tenderized and marinated chicken thighs produce "a marvel of textures, the exterior crunch giving way to chicken so tender it eats like pate, or maybe even mousse." Meanwhile, a house condiment whipped up with tallow, mayo and garlic confit is so irresistible, Carman confesses to scooping some up with any available digit. Now that's finger-lickin' good. (Entrees $12 to $22.)
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Sweet and spicy pepper pasta channels an old friend's labor or love
Inspired by an heirloom Italian recipe for stuffed peppers, this pasta is full of texture, flavor and verve.
By Daniela Galarza | 2024-09-26

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
This pasta, with its punchy tumble of sweet and spicy peppers, garlic, parmesan, toasted breadcrumbs, and herbs, was inspired by a very special stuffed pepper I first encountered 16 years ago, when, at least to that 26-year-old me, it seemed like the world was falling apart.
On the morning of Sept. 26, 2008, I was walking to work along West Third Street in Los Angeles when the reality of the Great Recession first hit me. About 50 feet away, workers on a hydraulic lift were using a piece of tarp and bungee cords to cover the sign on the neighborhood bank as uniformed officers chained and locked the door. Washington Mutual had failed the day before. It remains the largest bank failure in U.S. history.
Get the recipe: Sweet and Spicy Pepper Pasta
Lots of other terrible things happened that year, the most personally consequential of which was that I, along with many other people, was laid off. At some point, after weeks of submitting job applications in a panic as I watched my bank balance plummet, I heard that a professional acquaintance needed an extra set of hands a few days a week. I didn't even know what the job would entail, but I was in.
Initially, I knew Dominick DiBartolomeo only as an employee at the Cheese Store of Beverly Hills, a client of my previous employer (and, at least in my mind, a national treasure). I was friendly with the place and its people, so I knew that DiBartolomeo had a side business making pestos, tapenades and a few other family recipes, which he then sold at the Cheese Store and farmers markets across town. My new job was to help make these heirloom recipes and then, every Saturday and Sunday, wake up at 5 a.m. to drive to one of several markets and sell them.
This is where I encountered the small stuffed pepper that inspired today's pasta recipe.
They're a little bit bigger than a gumball; olive green or deep red, but wrinkly and a little stodgy. Packed in plastic pint containers and stacked next to bright-green pistachio pesto and mosaic-like tapenade, they were a hard sell -- until you tasted one. Stuffed with parmesan cheese, garlic, herbs, breadcrumbs and olive oil, they are deeply savory, and, like with potato chips and french fries, I was never able to eat just one.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


I have thought about these peppers a lot since I left L.A. When I reached DiBartolomeo by phone recently, I finally came clean: I might have overindulged when, for quality-control purposes, I tasted a few of the peppers each weekend.
DiBartolomeo laughed, a big, happy belly laugh. "Well, that's understandable," he said. I asked for the story behind the stuffed peppers, which I had not encountered before and have not since.
"This is something my grandfather would make," DiBartolomeo said, noting that he was named after the elder Dominico. "He was a blacksmith in Italy, in Campobasso, which is in Molise, north of Naples. When he came to the U.S., he started making these peppers for family gatherings. They're really a labor of love."
The base is what DiBartolomeo calls a vinegar pepper -- sweet Sunnybrook or spicy cherry peppers are similar, but these are also brined -- which is stemmed, cored and cleaned. In goes that homemade stuffing. After a final drizzle of olive oil, they get baked until the stuffing browns and puffs up like a mushroom cap.
"You'll find iterations of this in Puglia, where they stuff the peppers with tuna, or even on the East Coast of the United States, they'll stuff them with prosciutto, or some people bread and fry them," DiBartolomeo said. "But I don't know anyone who makes them like my grandfather did."
In an attempt to channel that flavor memory, I dreamed up this recipe, which starts with peppers and garlicky breadcrumbs. To get at the stuffed peppers' simple-yet-complex taste and texture, I added sweet yellow onions, a bit of ground pork, fennel seeds and oregano. I think of it as an homage to the labor-intensive original. When I explained the concept to DiBartolomeo, he approved. "The pork, that's a good idea, that sounds good," he said.
For 45 years, the Cheese Store in downtown Beverly Hills was run by the fascinating and incredibly kind Norbert Wabnig. (Fans of "Curb Your Enthusiasm" may have caught him in a recent episode.) In 2022, Wabnig sold the shop to DiBartolomeo.
A few years ago, he pulled out of farmers markets to concentrate on in-store sales. "We sell sandwiches now, and one of the most popular ones on our menu combines mortadella, provolone and the spicy stuffed pep --" I interrupted him.
"Dominick, I'm planning a trip to L.A. early next year. I have to have that sandwich!"
"Daniela, let's make it happen."
Get the recipe: Sweet and Spicy Pepper Pasta
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Ask Sahaj: My daughter is a harsh parent. I'm worried for my granddaughter.
She's stressed out, her husband is detached and they have a 5-year-old daughter. How does her parent give her parenting advice?
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-09-26

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: My angry daughter asked me for advice regarding a teacher's concerned email about my 5-year-old granddaughter ("Lily") whose behavior is newly unacceptable (talking back angrily, not following directions, etc.). I see in my son-in-law and daughter a very depressed and detached father and a very irritable, stressed out mother expecting a baby. I have observed my daughter being overly harsh and impatient in general -- to the point where it intimidates me. Lily's father is withdrawn.
To suggest this could be affecting their young daughter would, I fear, lead to an angry, unreceptive reaction, and even possible rejection. If I'm this affected, what's it like for Lily? How do I (or do I?) respond to this?
-- Worried Grandparent
Worried Grandparent: You sound conflicted because you want to help your daughter but are afraid to upset her. Here's the thing though: You can be honest about what you are observing while still being kind and generous to your daughter and her husband. Though you won't be able to control how she responds, you can control what you say to her, and how you say it.
Your daughter asked for advice, which implies she trusts your judgment and is seeking your support in some way. Sometimes, though, when people ask for advice, it may be that they are seeking validation or help understanding the problem they are having. Clarify what she really needs from you by asking her, "I want to help you in whatever way is best for you. Would you like to hear my observations or would you like to vent about what's going on?" You may even add, "If you aren't sure what you need right now, maybe I can ask more questions to help us problem solve."
If she wants to hear what you really think, consider naming your hesitation by saying something like, "I want to be honest since you are asking me to do so, but I worry that this will be hard to hear, and I don't want to say anything to upset you." When it's time to give your honest opinion, be careful not to make blanket, judgmental statements (i.e. you're always impatient!) and instead focus on specifics. Use I-statements to express what you've observed rather than making assumptions. This can sound like, "I know I don't see everything, but I have noticed that you've been more quick to get annoyed with Lily." When in doubt, ask questions and show genuine curiosity, like, "It sounds like this is a recent change in Lily's behavior, are there any other recent changes happening at home or with [son-in-law]?" Or, "What do the teachers think is going on? What does Lily say when you try to ask her about it?"
Since your daughter is "sensitive," you want to let her know you are on her side. This may sound like empathizing, "I know it's been hard with Lily and a baby on the way. You're doing your best, and I see that." Or even responding to her emotional needs in the same way you'd like her to offer it to Lily. This can be by focusing on her feelings, "What are you feeling right now?" Or, "It sounds like you are stuck and feel alone in this. What do you think will help you right now?"
Finally, you may find other inroads to talking to your daughter that feel less nerve-racking for you. For instance, maybe share a story about your own parenting struggles to help connect with your daughter. Or you may share something you read recently, "I started following parenting expert and psychologist Becky Kennedy, and she mentioned that when a child is acting out, it's important to connect with them instead of reacting/punishing them."
You may even decide not to talk at all, and instead offer your support in other ways, like by watching Lily to give your daughter and son-in-law some time for themselves. Regardless of your approach, you have to decide how you are willing to support your daughter and whether you are willing to have a larger conversation about what you are seeing and are concerned about despite the risk of her response. Good luck.
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Have a damp, shady yard? Ditch the grass for cheap, eco-friendly moss.
A low-maintenance moss lawn needs just low light and rain or high humidity to thrive
By Karen Hugg | 2024-09-26
While moss, with its brilliant color and plush texture, seems to fit naturally into the dreamy landscapes of fantasy novels, the ancient plant can also function as a cost-effective, low-maintenance alternative to an attention-demanding lawn.
"Moss lawns are a good alternative to turf for environmentally minded people or those who want a low-maintenance ground cover that can take some foot traffic," Darren Strenge, garden manager at the Bloedel Reserve outside Seattle, said by email. "Established moss lawns ... don't need to be mowed or fertilized and can survive without water when you go on vacation."
That's because mosses, or bryophytes, aren't like typical plants. They don't have true roots or a vascular system for moving food and water. They photosynthesize through their tissue, and they mostly reproduce through spores. They only need low light and regular rain and/or high humidity to thrive. And once they're established, mosses are forgiving: They can completely dry out, then return to their lush forms after being watered. They can also survive on rocks, concrete walls and tree bark.
If you're considering trading your lawn for moss ground cover, you must first assess your space to see if the conditions are right. "Notice the ratio of light to dark," Christine Cook of Mossaics Landscape Design said in an email. "How do shadows move across the area? Most mosses prefer dappled light or darkness." Wooded passages or shadowed sitting areas are ideal. Side yards sandwiched between tall homes often provide the low light and moist air that mosses need. New moss can lift away from the ground easily, so it's best to avoid high activity areas where children or pets play.
Here are a few things to consider when making the transition.
If moss is creeping into an already established lawn, the simplest method is to let the moss expand at its own pace. But if you want to expedite the process, remove the grass. You can rent a sod cutter to remove the top inch or two of the lawn, but that could allow weeds to return. A better option is to dig out the grass to the root by hand with a digging fork or shovel to ensure neither the grass nor the weeds will pop back up.
After removing the lawn, do a soil test. Most often, moss grows best in acidic soil, though Strenge said he's also seen it thrive in dryer, alkaline soil. It also helps to have nutrient-rich soil, which encourages moss to spread more quickly. "Moss generally seems to grow slowly or not at all on soils with very low organic matter," Strenge said. "If anyone is trying to grow moss on light-colored soils or subsoils (usually light in color due to low organic matter), I recommend adding a very well-rotted compost to the soil and mixing it in well."

Climacium americanum, more commonly known as tree moss, can be a substitute for lawn grass, according to Robert Klips of Ohio State University. (iStock)


There are two ways to add moss to the garden: buying it from a local nursery or online retailer, or transplanting it from another part of your yard.
Buying moss is more expensive but will yield quicker results. If you go this route, ask where the moss was grown. You don't want to import exotic pests that may attack healthy plants, or invasive weeds that spread aggressively. Ideally, the retailer either carefully grows their own moss or buys it from a reputable local or regional grower.
If you're not sure what kinds of moss to buy, you can start with species commonly found in your local woodlands. In the eastern United States, those include fern moss, haircap moss, pin cushion moss, broom moss, tree apron moss and tree moss, according to Robert Klips, an associate professor emeritus at Ohio State University and the author of "Common Mosses, Liverworts and Lichens of Ohio." He said by email that tree moss (Climacium americanum), which grows upright with tiny branched stems similar to a tree's structure, "does very well in shady residential yards, and is often promoted as a substitute for lawn grass."

Broom Moss. (Robert Klips)



Pincushion moss (Leucobryum glaucum).  (Robert Klips)


Another option is to buy more of what's already growing in your yard, because it's probably native to your climate, giving it a better chance of thriving. If you're not sure what type of moss you have, use your phone to zoom in for a close photo, or use a magnifying glass to check its structure.
"Mosses have a reputation for being difficult to identify, but that's mainly because they are small," Klips said. "With the help of a hand lens many mosses can be recognized using the same types of features -- branching pattern and leaf shape -- that are used to tell trees apart." If you're still unsure, take a sample to a local nursery, a university's horticultural extension, or a master gardener program for identification.

A woman collects sphagnum moss. (iStock)


Transplanting moss, or moving patches from your land, takes longer, but it's free. Note to never take moss from the wild. It plays a valuable role in natural ecosystems by soaking up rainfall and preventing erosion, filtering air pollutants and maintaining biodiverse conditions.
If you have a large section of moss in your yard, you can try "fragmentation," an asexual reproduction method where you break it apart to form new patches. "The process involves collecting suitable mosses and letting them dry," Strenge said. "Then I rip apart the dried moss into smaller bits and spread those bits over the future moss lawn. Then water them well with a sprinkler and gently walk on them to press them into the soil."
To encourage your moss fragments to fill in bare spaces, try applying a moss slurry. Spread this buttermilk-enriched concoction over the soil and lightly water or mist the area until rains can keep the soil consistently moist. If you don't see moss soon, don't worry; it can take up to six weeks to appear. During the first summer, as the weather warms, you'll want to ensure the entire area stays moist, but don't let standing water accumulate. Also, try not to disturb the moss with a rake or foot traffic.
Once the moss is established, it's fairly low-maintenance. "Since moss can dry out 100% without dying," Strenge said, "regular watering is less crucial. However, dry moss won't grow, so providing regular water while establishing a moss lawn will speed up the process." The main thing you need to do is keep the moss free of weeds and debris so it can receive rain, light and air.
And be patient. Strenge said that, depending on the propagation method, it can take years to establish moss ground cover. But once those soft tufts start to take over, you'll feel satisfied you went with what Mother Nature intended. "The phrase 'good things come to those who wait' applies to moss gardening," Strenge said.
Karen Hugg is a certified ornamental horticulturalist and the author of "Leaf Your Troubles Behind: How to Destress and Grow Happiness Through Plants." Connect with her on Threads, @karenhugg.
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The delicate art of the campaign-trail restaurant visit
Presidential candidates use campaign-trail food stops to create relatable moments, but if they're not planned well, they can become a liability.
By Emily Heil | 2024-09-26
Presidential campaign trails are paved not just with rallies and glad-handing and stump speeches, but also with food. At diners, state fairs and deli counters, the people seeking the highest office in the land often make their case against the backdrop of burgers and pancakes and waffles and ice cream.
Most of these kinds of stops are seen as easy wins, creating lighthearted, humanizing moments and memes that will be shared on social media feeds.
They can, though, sometimes go very wrong. In September, Republican vice-presidential candidate JD Vance had a memorably awkward exchange at a Georgia doughnut shop, where the clearly uncomfortable employee asked not to be filmed and Vance's ordering skills were mocked for seeming robotic.
When they go well, campaign experts say, such stops can serve a few fundamental purposes.
Simply put, food is the most relatable medium, says David Urban, who advised the 2016 and 2020 campaigns of former president Donald Trump. "People in America connect through food," says Urban, a managing director at BGR Group. "And so when they turn on the local news and they see their friends and their neighbors and they see a candidate eating where they eat, they think, 'He's like me, she's like me,' right? That creates a sense of connectivity."
While many of these interactions might look casual, a lot goes on behind the scenes to pull them off. To start, picking the right spot is crucial. Advance staffers, the people who travel ahead of the candidate, are usually tasked with identifying potential venues. Typically, campaigns look for iconic establishments.
"One of the goals of a campaign is to personalize and localize your appeal," says Kevin Madden, a senior partner at the Penta Group who was a spokesman for former Massachusetts governor Mitt Romney's 2008 and 2012 presidential campaigns. "So one of the best ways to do that is to showcase identifiable local food landmarks."
That's how Vance found himself last month ordering cheesesteaks at the legendary Pat's King of Steaks in Philadelphia and takeout Italian at the beloved Tenuta's Deli in Kenosha, Wis. (Both made headlines, although they mostly focused on his attempts to make jokes that landed oddly.)

Republican vice-presidential nominee JD Vance at Pat's King of Steaks in Philadelphia in August. (Chris Szagola/AP)



Sen. John F. Kerry (D) bites into a Philly cheesesteak sandwich topped with lettuce and tomatoes while campaigning in Philadelphia. (Jacqueline Larma/AP)


A campaign also might look for businesses whose owners' story jibes with the candidate's messaging. On her recent visit to Savannah, Harris made stops at Dottie's Market and at chef Mashama Bailey's acclaimed restaurant, the Grey, both small businesses owned by Black women.
If a candidate visits a chain, it usually has some specific resonance: Democratic vice-presidential candidate Tim Walz last month visited a Raleigh location of Cook Out, where Gov. Roy Cooper suggested the two order milkshakes, a specialty of the beloved Tar Heel State-based company. And former president Donald Trump earlier this year met with Black students at a Chick-fil-A location in Atlanta, where the chain is headquartered.
A few cautionary tales in the annals of campaign-trail eating haunt advance staffers' nightmares. Democratic nominee John F. Kerry in 2003 infamously ordered Swiss cheese on his cheesesteak at Pat's in Philadelphia instead of the customary Cheez Whiz or provolone, a  misstep that some say helped doom his bid by reinforcing his image as an out-of-touch elitist.

President Gerald Ford makes a tamale-eating mistake in San Antonio in 1976. (Associated Press)


Then there's the tamale that might have swung the 1976 race. Gerald Ford was running for a second term as president against Jimmy Carter, when during a visit to San Antonio, he bit into a tamale without first removing its corn husk wrapping. Lone Star voters were aghast. "I am convinced that it was that gaffe with the tamale that cost him the state of Texas," former Arkansas governor Mike Huckabee, who was then living in Texas, reportedly said. "Carter won Texas and Carter won the presidency, and it may have been a tamale that did it."
Campaign veterans say the best way to avoid such gaffes is to make sure a candidate has a local with them to explain the mores and traditions. That might be a friendly mayor or congressperson, or even the owner of the establishment they are visiting. (Several noted that Vance lacked a wingman on that ill-fated doughnut run.)
"I would never stick my candidate alone somewhere," says Robby Mook, whose campaign-trail experience includes Howard Dean's 2004 run as well as Hillary Clinton's in 2008 and 2016, the latter of which he managed. "Nobody expects them to be from a place they're not from, and so having somebody local with you makes it more fun and more interesting, and someone to tell you about what you're doing."
"You have to have a sherpa," agrees one longtime Democratic presidential advance staffer, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he is not authorized to represent any campaigns. "That's somebody to have a conversation with as you're walking around, somebody to ask 'what's your bestseller, what should I order, how long it's been open,' whatever else."
Most candidates opt to order takeout, a strategy that is only partly about keeping the always tight schedule on time. It's also about not eating in front of a phalanx of cameras.
Madden says he tried to steer candidates away from potentially embarrassing shots. "I would say, we might want to stay away from the corn dog station," he says. "You look at all the photos of the Iowa State Fair and people eating corn dogs, it's not the most flattering look."

Donald Trump and Sarah Palin at a New York pizza shop in 2011. (Andrew Savulich/NY Daily News/Getty Images)



Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney, accompanied by his wife, Ann, holds a pancake during a campaign stop at Charlie Parker's Diner, in Springfield, Ill., in 2012. (Steven Senne/AP)


Eating in front of reporters (and regular folks with phones) offers opportunities for other gaffes, too, such as when in 2011, former vice-presidential candidate Sarah Palin -- who was then contemplating her own presidential run, complete with a bus tour -- ate pizza with a knife and fork. In a strange twist, her guide for that visit to a pizza shop in Times Square was none other than Trump, well before he revealed his own presidential ambitions. (Trump also got dinged for choosing a generic, touristy chain instead of one of New York's revered slice purveyors, with comedian Jon Stewart noting that other locations included one in Terminal 4 of the Phoenix airport.)
As the veteran campaign consultant says: "It's just the rules: No funny hats. No eating."
Many such drop-ins are called "OTRs" -- or off-the-records -- in campaign parlance, meaning they aren't necessarily listed on the candidate's daily schedule that's shared with the media and the public. Sometimes it means the press pool traveling with the candidates doesn't know the destination until they are pulling up.
Proprietors typically have more of a heads-up. Security is far more rigorous these days than in more freewheeling times, when campaign veterans remember popping into establishments 20 minutes before the candidate arrived to allow Secret Service to secure the area. Bill Penzey, the owner of Penzey's Spices, whose Pittsburgh location Harris visited this month, said someone from her campaign got in touch with him the day before. They asked him to keep the news close to the vest, he said. "They said if we pull up Saturday afternoon and there's whole lot of protesters outside, and there's 8,000 people excited to see her standing outside the store, we'll have to drive by, it's just too massive."

Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris at Penzey's Spices in early September in Pittsburgh. (Rebecca Droke/AP)


He notified the location's manager the next day, and he said Secret Service came about an hour and a half before Harris arrived and screened people who would be in the store when she got there.
In ever-more-divisive times, it's also not a given that an establishment wants a visit from a political candidate, for fear of potentially alienating half its customer base, experts say. In the case of Penzey's, the Harris campaign had reason to think they would be greeted warmly: Bill Penzey is an avowed fan of Harris and regularly calls out Republicans.
Such stops might be lighthearted, but they can serve a serious function. Madden says visits to eateries along the campaign trail can act as a sort of crucible for a candidate. If they can't make it through the gantlet of diners in key primary states, there might be a problem that's bigger than a silver-dollar pancake. "It exposes people and their flaws sometimes," he says. "Not being able to make small talk in New Hampshire diners tracks pretty closely with your ability to win the state."
But unlike a visit to, say, a manufacturing plant, the point isn't to labor over policy points, Mook says. "They should actually be a fun break for the candidate and a chance for them to experience the local culture and the local food," he says. "It's not some micro-targeted messaging that's going to change the race."
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Miss Manners: How to handle an open mic at a funeral graciously
What do you do when an open mic at a funeral goes off the rails?
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-09-26
Dear Miss Manners: I would like you to address behavior at the open mic at a funeral. Some people have a knack for comforting the grieving and eliciting gentle laughter with a sweet story. Others have droned on about knowing the deceased very well ... cutting to the chase, it turns out they just filled their gas tank a few times. (True story!)
How does one handle such situations graciously?
It seems obvious to Miss Manners that it is a terrible idea to ask people, most of whom have no experience with public speaking, to improvise at a time of great emotion. But she seems to be alone in this.
If you must provide such a forum, station someone with sufficient fortitude, experience, tact -- and, if possible, emotional detachment from the deceased -- near the microphone who can intervene when necessary.
Dear Miss Manners: My husband and I have been married for 26 years, and he has a habit of accepting praise for things I have done.
We had a 50-person dinner party, for which we shared the cooking. A day after the party, our neighbor was telling us how much he enjoyed the dinner. He looked at my husband and told him that his favorite part of the meal was my husband's soup. My husband nodded but failed to tell the man that I made the soup. So I had to pipe up and say, "You are very welcome." I still don't think the man understood that my husband did not make the soup.
This is a pattern. For a family reunion, we volunteered to make a decorative beer stein as a memento. I did all of the artwork, and the two of us dealt with the pottery studio. My husband took all the credit. No one knew that I was the artist. His aunt and uncle wrote a letter telling my husband how beautiful the stein was. My husband has not written them to tell them that I designed it.
What do I do in the future? It there a polite way for me to set the record straight? It is extremely frustrating to work on something and have another person take the praise.
Some shared credit is inevitable and harmless, but Miss Manners understands you to be talking about larger, identifiable items. For you to intervene in the moment would be both undignified and look bad to the guests.
This is a conversation to have with your husband, who will have to learn to say, "I am so glad you enjoyed that. Lana made it." This will require some adjustment on his part. He has had 26 years of contrary behavior, but you have also had 26 years to teach him the consequences of behavior you have identified as unacceptable.
Dear Miss Manners: I am invited to attend my nephew's wedding later this summer. On their website, instead of gifts, they are requesting money for a European honeymoon.
I happen to own a house on the Adriatic coast of Italy that stands open and available for use during most of the year. Would it be appropriate for me to offer the use of the house in lieu of a monetary gift?
Certainly. But are you sure you want to?
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Carolyn Hax: Lack of focus at work sends new parent into spiral of self-hate
A letter writer who works from home and has a 15-month-old feels like a failure for getting so easily pulled off-task.
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-09-26

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: I feel like I'm circling the drain. It's been a problem for months, but intensified in the last few weeks. I absolutely cannot focus at work. The job still gets done, but it's like pulling my own teeth, and my deliverables are later than I feel they should be.
I've tried to-do lists and time blocking, but I'm constantly, almost unwillingly, pulled over to solitaire or some other objectively Not Even Fun game -- even when tasks are piling up. I don't know why I do this, and I can't seem to stop. It's like, "Yes, I definitely need to do that task; just let me play eight hands of Hearts first."
Maybe it's because I work mostly from home; maybe it's because I have a 15-month-old; maybe it's because I've been in this job for four years and the charm is wearing off. Maybe my brain is broken.
It hardly seems worth leaving a good job for a "new challenge" that might send me into an even deeper state of ennui.
This work problem has sent me into an "I'm an absolute piece of crap" spiral. It's like my failure to focus at work piles on top of struggling to lose pandemic weight, trying to force myself to exercise, a pathetic post-baby sex life ... and I just feel like an absolute trash pile of a person.
"I don't like myself right now, help!" might be more of a therapy question, but here I am, asking anyway. Any tips on how to feel better about Me?
-- Self-Hater
Self-Hater: Whoa, wait -- why can't it be an "I'm doing double (or more) what humans generally ask themselves to do in a day, help!" question?
A job demands full attention while you're on it. A toddler demands full (best!) attention when you're with one. Exercise and proper nutrition take time and money and pit you against the pull of nature, which wants to hold weight, not lose it. Electronic distractions were built using neurological tricks to make them "sticky" (irresistible).
Damn straight you're going to struggle with that. "Here, climb this 30-foot greased obelisk while wearing an iron rucksack, alone, and you're a loser if you can't." What?
Some people may be better at resisting games when they're bored, but that can be as much about brain wiring as character.
So whoa again with the "trash pile" framing.
This question is about how you can restructure your life around human-scale goals with proper support, so it doesn't depress into seeking empty electronic dopamine relief.
The rebuild has to account for the income you need, plus child care. But if a plan can meet those needs and get you out of the desperate-at-home spiral -- including, regularly, outside in nature -- then you might start to feel better quickly.
Just in case, though, make an appointment with your doctor to find out whether there's more happening here -- I mean depression screening, screening for ADHD (which makes focus on boring tasks incredibly difficult), etc. Readers also advise looking for postpartum depression and long covid (fatigue, brain fog).
Short version: You're worthy! Your circumstances aren't right -- for you. So give yourself the gift of rethinking them to work with your nature, not against it.
Other readers' thoughts:
* I find that when I am seeking dopamine hits instead of working, it is because I am actually. so. tired.
* So much of what you describe here reminds me of my husband when he was falling down the spiral of work burnout. It was like he was a different person: unable to focus, self-critical, short with me.
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Asking Eric: Boyfriend surprised with unwanted home makeover
He's upset the woman he's dating painted two walls, installed a TV and rearranged his furniture without asking.
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2024-09-26
Dear Eric: I'm a 52-year-old divorced guy, no long-term steady relationship for a couple of years now, but for the last four months I have been dating an early-40s lady, "Marie." We each own our own home and there has been no thought of living together, or even really seeing ourselves as a real couple, but we each had a house key to the other's place.
On a number of occasions over the time we have been seeing one another, Marie has commented on the fact that I don't have a television in my home and found it pretty weird when I said that I have no use for one. She has also, politely enough I must say, indicated that she finds my home decor rather bland as she tends toward bright colors in her own home.
One Saturday, after I'd been at work, I came home to find that Marie was unexpectedly in my house, had repositioned all the furniture around in my lounge room, installed a large wall-mounted flat-screen TV, and painted two of the walls in the lounge room a deep maroon color!
She expected me to be very happy about this but not only was I not happy I was actually quite the opposite! I took my house key back while returning hers and told her I'd be leaving the TV on her doorstep the following morning. She was wildly angry at my response to her "generosity" as she saw it.
So, what I'm wondering is, did I miss something here?
-- Channel Changer
Channel: You didn't miss anything, but it sure seems like you dodged a bullet. It's one thing to have an opinion about a loved one's home or decor. It's quite another to let yourself in and lay down a drop cloth. Marie's clearly been watching too many of those surprise home makeover shows. But Joanna Gaines she is not. (Sorry, that TV reference probably doesn't mean anything to you.)
We often talk about the need to respect other people's boundaries in order to have healthy relationships. Mostly we're talking about emotional or internal boundaries, so it should definitely go without saying that you don't drill a mounting bracket into someone's wall without asking first. She's lucky you didn't send her a bill for the re-painting.
Dear Eric: I have an amazing boyfriend who really has shown me this is the man I want in my life for the rest of my life. We have been together for six and a half years and we currently live together. My family loves him, and my friends get along with him, but he is terrible with money and in debt for just being stupid with his money. I cannot trust him financially in any way and it drives me crazy. It makes me scared for the future with him.
I've been saving up to buy a house and hopefully start looking in early 2025. And it makes me scared that I may have to take the step alone. I see what he spends it on because we sit down every payday and go over all his bills. So, I'm not worried he is hiding anything. How can I get him to stop spending and start saving?
-- Costly Relationship
Relationship: Don't come within 10 feet of a mortgage with this man until he's willing to take an equal role in your shared financial well-being. Don't even walk by a bank together, just in case.
"Their best bet is going to build a system that bypasses the old habits and forces new ones," Sam Erdman, founder of Anchor Wealth Advisors, told me. Managing money is "not generally a game of knowledge, it's a game of behavior."
Both of your behaviors should change here: you're taking on too much and he's doing too little. The first thing Erdman would encourage you to do, however, is have a conversation about your values. "They can start with their dreams for the future and why they do what they do. This will help them understand where each other is coming from." Once you understand each other's values, you can construct a plan for living those values.
Here's a path that Erdman laid out:
1. Determine where he is overspending.
2. Reconfigure these numbers for what he wants them to be moving forward.
3. Set up different bank accounts that will be funded based on the budget: an account that pays all the recurring monthly expenses, one to hold the money for upcoming non-monthly expenses, and a spending account for him.
Lastly, you don't have to combine finances if your values aren't aligning. A financial coach or adviser can build on the advice Erdman gave, as can lower cost or free resources like Vicki Robins's book "Your Money or Your Life."
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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How do I tell my husband to stop bragging? Hax readers give advice.
He's like "an excited kid" with his recent success, and his spouse's hints aren't enough to rein in his constant bragging.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-09-25

Carolyn Hax (The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: My husband and I are in our 50s and have been married for 12 years. He has the biggest heart and good intentions, but I wish he wouldn't brag so much. In the past few years, our business has really taken off, and we are doing better than ever. My husband came from a working-class background and struggled for a lot of his adult life, so having the means to buy whatever he wants turns him into an excited kid.
Every time we make a large purchase, he calls up all of his friends and brags to them about it; he texts pictures and even short videos of the item in use. If he buys me a piece of jewelry, he'll insist I show it off when we see friends. It makes me so uncomfortable, but he says people are interested in jewelry and things like that.
My husband is not intentionally rubbing anyone's face in our good fortune. He believes he's just sharing good news, but very few of the people he's talking to have the same means so it's really inappropriate. I've gently told him things like, "money talks, wealth whispers" and reminded him that we are very fortunate and need to be appreciative. We do give to several charities monthly -- he thinks that covers it so his behavior continues.
He's so sweet and well-intentioned that I know it's going to hurt him if I tell him outright that he's been extremely rude and, even if people don't say it, they're annoyed by his behavior. Gentle hints just aren't working. Is there a way to say it bluntly but in a kind way?
-- Stop the Brags
Stop the Brags: You need to name his behavior more explicitly. Tell your husband you're afraid he's becoming a braggart and what he's doing is boasting. Let him know how uncomfortable this makes you, and share your fear that those on the receiving end could be resentful.
Perhaps he naively assumes his friends will rejoice at the news of his good fortune. If you give him a different perspective on what he's doing and how this might make them feel, he will cease and desist -- if he is truly as kind and well-intentioned as you say.
-- Say It
Stop the Brags: Put the shoe on the other foot. Take him back to your earlier, less fortunate days. What if, at that time, "Braggart Bob" from high school dropped by to show off his new sports car, large mansion, etc.? How would he feel? This could be especially useful if there was a real someone from those days who got under his skin for bragging.
-- Flip It
Stop the Brags: Do you have any confidants you can ask? A close friend you could ask to tell you the "ugly truth" to see what they think? It's hard to know to what extent others are in fact annoyed by his behavior. I agree the way you describe it sounds kind of rude, but all you know right now is that it makes you uncomfortable, and you think it's rude. So either own it and tell him that, or if your concern is truly about others, then do your best to find out if this is a problem you need to solve.
-- Confidant
Stop the Brags: Can you redirect him into feeling proud of being able to sponsor a production of a theater company, or pay for six needy kids to go to camp, or whatever philanthropy he cares about most? The nonprofit world has many, many ways for people to spend big money and brag about what they've done. There are many worthy causes that would be happy to give him the recognition he craves.
-- Redirect
Stop the Brags: For years, my mom's social behavior left something to be desired. I was constantly trying to curb her conversation, or apologizing after the fact to people -- several of whom often looked at me puzzled, as they were not bothered at all.
I finally realized I'm not her keeper and maybe not even the best judge in each situation. I decided it was not my job to protect the world from her, or her from herself. Now, when she behaves in a way I find cloddish, I just take a deep breath and let anyone else in the room decide for themselves how to respond. She's lost friends over it; that consequence is for her to bear.
Your letter sounds more like you are embarrassed by his bragging than you are afraid your friends are upset. If so, tell him that. But don't hide behind protecting others from him. Everyone involved is an adult, and they can all choose to respond as they see fit and deal with the outcomes. And congratulations on your financial success! I hope you're giving yourself permission to enjoy it.
-- Been There
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Cooking chat: How do I chop vegetables without cutting myself?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-09-25

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: Help! My takeout orders are made so fast, my food is never hot
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-09-25
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Baked apples with nuts and honey are a simple pleasure worth savoring
Here's tasty, low-effort fall dessert starring baked apples with honey-sweetened nut-sesame mixture, drizzled with a tahini sauce.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-09-25

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


Some of my sweetest food memories revolve around apples. Life was often a struggle for my family when I was growing up, between financial pressures and my parents' strained marriage, but during our annual apple-picking outings, stress gave way to joy and togetherness, and the big batches of applesauce we'd whip up afterward made those good feelings linger.
There's also the comfort I still tap into when I recall the aroma of the baked apples my grandmother made throughout each fall and winter.
Get the recipe: Baked Apples With Honey, Nuts and Tahini
This homey recipe holds those heartfelt memories while reflecting the flavors I yearn for here and now. In it, sweet apples are halved and cored, then slathered with olive oil and honey, sprinkled with cinnamon and baked until they are tender, and the kitchen is as delightfully fragrant as I remember my grandmother's to be. You can use just about any variety of sweet apples that hold their shape with cooking.
The baked apple halves are then piled with honey-sweetened toasted, chopped walnuts and sesame seeds, reminiscent of those crunchy Middle Eastern sesame candies. Everything is then generously drizzled with a honey-tahini sauce, which adds an irresistible, creamy luxuriousness.
Given how little effort these apples require, it's even more delightful that they look so elegant plated and make an ideal coda to a meal, satisfying a sweet tooth in a healthful way.
Sweetened with honey, these apples make a fitting celebratory dessert at the end of a Rosh Hashanah meal, and may help create sweet memories in your own home.
Get the recipe: Baked Apples With Honey, Nuts and Tahini
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The 29 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Stay up late for art and culture in 21 D.C. neighborhoods, see a 20-foot pupusa on Pennsylvania Avenue at Fiesta DC, or catch a show during Theatre Week.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-09-26
We're in prime festival season, whether that means Art All Night bringing after-dark fun to 21 neighborhoods across D.C. on Friday and Saturday; Fiesta DC taking over Pennsylvania Avenue downtown for two days of music, culture and a parade; the return of the Clarendon Day street party in Arlington; the Mosaic District's two-day Fall Festival; hundreds of artists on the streets of Wheaton; or smaller celebrations dedicated to butterflies, comedians, local wines or West Coast beers.
There are still two weeks (or more) of Oktoberfest, and we have a separate list of dozens of places to celebrate with giant mugs of beer or community-friendly festivals.
Theatre Week
Snag a seat to more than 30 dramas, musicals and comedies for $20, $40 or $60 during Theatre Week, Theatre Washington's annual celebration of the area's robust theater scene. Options include "Clue" at the Kennedy Center, Matthew Broderick's Shakespeare Theatre Company debut in "Babbitt," Arena Stage's "Jaja's African Hair Braiding" and Imagination Stage's kid-friendly "Winnie the Pooh." You'll also want to register online for Kickoff Fest, held Saturday from 1 to 5 p.m. at Arena Stage -- the free interactive event includes preview performances, workshops, conversations and games from more than 40 theaters around the DMV. Through Oct. 13. $20, $40 and $60 for tickets; free for Kickoff Fest.
Prince George's Film Festival
"Take Three," the third year of Prince George's County's film festival, returns to venues across the area with screenings of films from diverse creatives, keynote speakers, expert panels, workshops and networking receptions. The four-day festival officially begins Thursday at Prince George's County Community College with a red carpet reception and a screening of drama "Albany Road," followed by a moderated talk-back conversation with producer Michael Swanson and actors Lisa Arrindell and Gary Dourdan. Events and screenings continue through Sunday at National Harbor and Bowie State University. Admission ranges from single film tickets to all-access prestige passes. Through Sunday. $10-$250.
Go West Beer Fest at Franklin Hall
One of D.C.'s most underrated and beloved beer festivals, the Go West Beer Fest has provided tastes of home for transplants from the Pacific Northwest. For more than a decade, state societies representing Oregon, Washington and their neighbors have brought beers to D.C. that are rarely, or never, found on this side of the continent. After taking a few years off because of the pandemic, Go West returns in a smaller form, with Nevada, Oregon and Washington state represented at Franklin Hall. (You don't have to be from one of those states to attend.) Tickets include unlimited beers and plenty of socializing. 6 to 8 p.m. $25.
Oktoberfest Weekend at Denizens Brewing
Denizens' Hike the Alps series is a tribute to the great beer styles of Germany and Austria. (Co-founder Jeff Ramirez trained as a brewer in Germany.) In addition to its Marzen, Denizens is featuring four other Hike the Alps beers in the Riverdale taproom over an extended Oktoberfest weekend: hefeweizen, helles, kellerbier and rauchbier. On the food side, Catalyst Hot Dogs is making currywurst, while Soko Butcher provides bratwursts. As a bonus, the last day of the festival brings an all-day happy hour, which means select drafts are $6. Thursday through Saturday from noon to 10 p.m. and Sunday from noon to 9 p.m. Free.
National Bourbon Heritage Month Heritage Class at Jack Rose
There's nowhere better to celebrate National Bourbon Heritage Month than Jack Rose, thanks to its mind-boggling collection of rare and vintage bottles. Most of its tastings this month have covered the output of specific distilleries, but the final date on the bar's calendar highlights bourbon's key ingredient: corn. After all, the mash must be at least 51 percent corn for a whiskey to be considered bourbon. Jack Rose's Chris Leung dives into the history of corn and whiskey and leads a tasting of five whiskeys made with different varietals. 6 to 8 p.m. $65.
Tiny Party at Meats and Foods
Since 2015, beloved Florida Avenue chili and sausage purveyor Meats and Foods has celebrated its birthday with an event dubbed by the Tiny Party. The 10th edition features discounted eats, drinks and merch, and a special appearance by the Happy Ice Cream scoop cart. Noon to 6 p.m. Free.
Art All Night
D.C.'s creativity stretches into the wee hours during the city's annual Art All Night festival, with events happening at 21 locations in all eight wards over two consecutive evenings. On Friday, Georgetown hosts dance lessons at its waterfront and multiple night markets with food and drink, in addition to events like art displays in the neighborhood's many galleries, an exterior light projection by Robin Bell outside the Fillmore School and cake decorating classes within the Georgetown Neighborhood Library. On Saturday, the music runs until 1 a.m. at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library, with performances from local favorites like Junkyard Band and the Backyard Band, along with interactive art stations and a rooftop dance party. Just pick a neighborhood and go: See magicians and acrobats on Barracks Row. Try R&B yoga and browse galleries on U Street. Watch fashion shows in Congress Heights. Sample beers from Black-owned breweries in Shaw. Make zines in Mount Pleasant. Party in a historic parking lot in Cleveland Park. Friday and Saturday. Times vary. Free.
Because They're Funny comedy festival
Fledgling D.C. comedy festival Because They're Funny returns for its second year, nabbing two big-name headliners: "Saturday Night Live" alum Leslie Jones and "Black-ish" cast member Deon Cole perform at the Anthem during this weekend-long event showcasing comedians of color. A charity auction and gala benefiting DC Central Kitchen and honoring veteran comic and actor George Wallace kicks things off on Friday, and Cole hosts a breakout comedian of the year competition the following night. Jones, whose resume includes three Primetime Emmy Award nominations (and this summer's gig as NBC's "chief superfan commentator" for the 2024 Paris Olympics), headlines Sunday's closing show. Panels, comedy classes and networking events fill the rest of the festival schedule, before Sunday's wrap party. Through Sunday. $39.50-$99.50 for Leslie Jones and Deon Cole shows; other events free-$175.
Frederick's Oktoberfest at the Frederick Fairgrounds
The long-running Oktoberfest at the Frederick Fairgrounds is an all-volunteer affair that has raised more than $1.2 million for local charities over the years, according to the Rotary Club of Carroll Creek. As usual, it's split into two events: Friday is 21 and older only, with traditional music by the Alpenlanders and pop and rock covers by the Dan McGuire Group. Saturday has a kids' zone with family-friendly performers and arts and crafts activities, but also German music and dance performances on multiple stages, beer and brats in a beer garden and under tents, and plenty of screens showing college football. Dress in lederhosen or a dirndl for free admission. Friday from 6 to 10 p.m. and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. $6-$22; free for ages 2 and younger.
Fiesta DC
Fiesta DC has celebrated the region's Latino culture since the 1970s, but this year, there's a giant draw beyond the music, dancing and restaurant booths on Pennsylvania Avenue NW: the mega pupusa. On Saturday morning, festival organizers will attempt to create "the world's largest pupusa" -- at 20 feet in diameter, it would beat the previous record holder from El Salvador by two feet. Sunday brings the parade of nations on Constitution Avenue, showing off the diversity of Central and South American heritage, surrounded by more musical and cultural performances. Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Free.
Fotos y Recuerdos: Hispanic Heritage Month Festival at the National Portrait Gallery
Bring the little ones along to the National Portrait Gallery's celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month, featuring bilingual children's book seller Lil' Libros. Catch readings of "The Life of/La vida de," the seller's series on Latinx trailblazers, plus tours of Latinx portraits offered in both Spanish and English, a Mexican folk dance performance and workshop, and a Q&A with Lil' Libros founders Patty Rodriguez and Ariana Stein. 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free; registration encouraged.
Clarendon Day
Eight blocks around the Clarendon Metro station close for this long-running community celebration, with live music; a kids' zone with activities including an inflatable obstacle course and glitter tattoos; a marketplace with 170 vendors and nonprofit organizations, such as the Arlington Art Truck; and specials from local restaurants and bars. 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free.
Mosaic Fall Festival
Ring in everything autumnal during the Mosaic District's family-friendly weekend festival, when the Fairfax shopping destination makes its streets pedestrian-friendly and brings in both a farmers market with more than 50 vendors and a collection of over 90 vintage vendors and craft makers. Kids can paint pumpkins and play in a games corner, and the Vienna Singing Princesses grace the stage on both Saturday and Sunday morning. Merrifield Garden Center sets up fall-themed selfie stations, and participating restaurants pour "sip and stroll" cocktails you can take with you as you shop and listen to local bands and DJs. Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free.
Aslin Beer Co.'s Ninth Anniversary
In less than a decade, Aslin has gone from a tiny brewhouse in a business park off the Dulles Toll Road to a regional powerhouse with a large brewery in Alexandria, a beer garden in D.C., taprooms in Herndon and Virginia Beach, and a satellite brewery in Pittsburgh. Not bad for an operation The Post once named "the best local brewery you probably haven't heard of" because it was so hard to actually buy cans of its trademark hazy, juicy IPAs. For its ninth birthday party, Aslin is throwing a mini beer festival at its Alexandria HQ. Twenty breweries are bringing beers, including Drekker, Tripping Animals, Equilibrium and Mast Landing. The music comes from White Denim and Cass McCombs. There are guided beer tastings, including a deep dive into bourbon-barrel-aged beers, for an additional fee. The "more" general admission comes with a souvenir glass and eight beer tickets. 1 to 7 p.m. $10-$45; free for children under 6.
Barktoberfest at Lost Generation
There are always -- always -- the best dogs hanging out with their humans at Lost Generation Brewing in Eckington, so it makes sense that Oktoberfest would be a party for visitors with four legs as well as two. Barktoberfest brings free "puppy brews" and treats made with the spent grain created during brewing. Ursula's Pet Photography will be on-site to capture portraits. And for people, six housemade lagers are $6 all day, and they can be paired with giant pretzels from RavenHook Bakehouse. 11 a.m. to midnight. Free.
UnWine Festival at Patuxent River Park
You'll find plenty of wine -- from Clear Skies Meadery, Running Hare Vineyard, Kind Vine Teacher Wines and more -- at Upper Marlboro's celebration of local vineyards. But you'll also find paint-and-sips, DJ sets, a performance by DuPont Brass, and shopping from more than 20 local vendors and artisans. Samples of beer and cider from local breweries are also available. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. $35; $45 with paint-and-sip; $125 for VIP package.
Corn Fest at Manor Hill Brewing
From the moment you approach Manor Hill brewery, you'll notice acre after acre of non-GMO corn -- 14 of the farm's 54 acres, in fact. This favorite crop is celebrated at Corn Fest, which includes the release of 14 Acres, a new corn-based lager, and a variety of corn-related happenings: Think food trucks serving corn-themed specials, Baltimore's Schmidty's Kettle Corn, cornhole games, and two stages of bluegrass and Americana music. Visit the taproom to grab beers, picnic in the field, or meet the farm animals, including pygmy goats and chickens. Noon to 7 p.m. Free.
Monarchs and Milkweed at Merkle Natural Resources Management Area
Butterflies are the star at the Merkle wildlife area, home to forest trails and wetlands along the Patuxent River in Upper Marlboro. This annual celebration includes tagging and release of butterflies, guided hikes, crafts and family activities, garden tours, a native plant sale, and a butterfly costume contest. Food trucks are available for lunch. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free.
'Sing' at Rosedale Conservancy
Bring a picnic to the Rosedale Conservancy, the grassy, community-funded park in north Cleveland Park, for an outdoor screening of the 2016 singing-animal film "Sing." In a Post review, film critic Michael O'Sullivan opined that the animated movie was "just charming enough to keep anyone looking for a family-friendly movie option ... happy." 7 p.m. Free.
Roper Romp on Barracks Row
Their spinoff sitcom may have been a failure, but Stanley and Helen Roper (and their bathrobes) will always be favorites of "Three's Company" fans. Don your best caftan and wig for the Roper Romp, a Barracks Row bar crawl celebrating Helen, as well as Stanley and their successor Mr. Furley. The fun starts with themed food and drink specials at I Egg You, as well as a group photo, before moving down the street to Lola's and the Brig. 4:30 to 8 p.m. Free.
Wheaton Arts Parade and Festival
Catch hundreds of artists and performers marching toward Marian Fryer Town Plaza with large floats, choreographed dances, instruments and more. More than 45 booths in the festival offer art displays and sales; a kids' zone has free face painting and balloon twisting; and three stages feature showcases by local schools, dance companies and musicians presented by Strathmore and Carpe Diem Arts. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Paola Velez at Riggs Hotel
James Beard Award-nominated pastry chef Paola Velez is celebrating the release of her dessert cookbook "Bodega Bakes" with a conversation hosted by Bold Fork Books. The book, drawing from her Latina heritage and childhood in the Bronx, features her renditions of traditional Dominican desserts like guava and cheese pastelitos and tres leches cake, plus twists on American treats (plantain sticky buns, anyone?). Velez, who is also the former executive pastry chef at Michelin-starred Maydan, is joined by Lutece pastry chef Isabel Coss. Tickets all include a drink, with the option of a signed copy of "Bodega Bakes." 6 p.m. $25-$58.
Sip, Rock and Ride at the National Capital Trolley Museum
The National Capital Trolley Museum is one of the area's small, quirky museums that even native Washingtonians might not have visited. Here's an excuse to visit the trolley barn in Silver Spring's Northwest Branch park: Sip, Rock and Ride is a chance for grown-ups to rediscover their inner train-loving kid. There are rides on vintage streetcars, music from the Melanie and Kurt Band, barbecue and hot dogs from Origins BBQ and Grill, beer from Streetcar 82, wine from Olney Winery, and did we mention you get to ride on antique trolleys? 4 to 7 p.m. $12.
Brookland and Edgewood Neighborhood Bar Crawl
Brookland and Edgewood are separated by train tracks, but City-State Brewing is bringing the two neighborhoods together -- at least for one afternoon. Visit City-State, which is solidly in Edgewood, to pick up a passport before heading out to visit Dew Drop Inn, Brookland Pint, Menomale and other nearby businesses. Everyone participating gets 25 percent off their orders at City-State; bring a completed passport back to the taproom for a free beer. Noon to 8 p.m. Free.
Silent Movie Day: 'Coeur Fidele' at the National Gallery of Art
You could celebrate National Silent Movie Day by cuing up Turner Classic Movies. Or you could take it a step further and head to the National Gallery of Art, where pianist Andrew E. Simpson provides live accompaniment to a screening of "Coeur Fidele." Filmmaker Jean Epstein's circa-1923 melodrama captures images of Marseille's ports and piers as it tells the story of heroine Marie's fraught love triangle. See the groundbreaking techniques that Epstein deployed, including close-up shots and a sequence involving a spinning carousel. 2 to 3:30 p.m. Free; register online.
Mozart's 'Requiem' at Washington National Cathedral
Hear Mozart's epic "Requiem" the way it was meant to be performed: in a lavish church hall with tall ceilings, surrounded by stained glass, by an accomplished ensemble. The Washington National Cathedral Choir and Orchestra perform the score, which became the centerpiece of the film "Amadeus," alongside "The Deer's Cry" and "Berliner Messe" by Estonian composer Arvo Part. If you can't make it, catch the live stream; tickets are pay-what-you-wish. 4 p.m. $41.
Ranch Water contest at Hill East Burger
At its heart, Ranch Water is a simple drink, perfect for relief from the searing Texas heat: tequila, Topo Chico or another sparkling water, and fresh lime juice. You'll find plenty of variations around D.C., from the agave syrup-kissed version at Republic Cantina to the Tajin-dusted bottle at Snappy's. But which is the best? Bartenders from across the city compete for that title at Hill East Burger, during a contest where they'll be judged on creativity, technical skill and presentation. 6 to 8 p.m. Free.
Vice-presidential debate watch parties
It's not quite Washington's Super Bowl (that was a couple of Tuesdays ago), but the faceoff between Sen. JD Vance and Gov. Tim Walz is still sure to draw in wonks from across the wards to area viewing parties. The debate is at 9 p.m. in CBS's broadcast center in New York City, but Washingtonians can watch live at Red Derby, where it's also Tequila and Tecate Tendie Tuesday ($3 tecates, $7 margaritas and half-price chicken) and the happy hour extends to close (9 p.m. Free). Political group Swing Left is hosting a watch party at DC9; come early for political trivia (8 p.m. Free). Head to Metrobar to watch outdoors on a big screen (9 p.m. Free); Shaw's Tavern for a debate-inspired menu (9 p.m. Free); or Madhatter for debate bingo, $5 red, white and blue Jell-O shots, half-priced wine and $8 burgers (9 p.m. Free).
'Love Is Blind' watch parties
You may have heard that the seventh season of reality dating show "Love Is Blind" was filmed in and around D.C. As the first set of episodes drops on Netflix, bars across the city are hosting viewing parties with themed cocktails and discounted drinks. You can even watch at one of the bars featured in the season's trailer. There are so many choices, we've collected them all in a separate article.
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Mechanical mom meets nature in 'The Wild Robot'
From DreamWorks Animation, based on a best-selling children's book, a tale of high tech gone AWOL.
By Ty Burr | 2024-09-26

Roz (Lupita Nyong'o) and Brightbill (Kit Connor) in "The Wild Robot." (Universal Pictures/DreamWorks Animation)


There's a subset of family movies that's obsessed with humanoid technology -- robots, personal helpers and the like -- and that is determined to work out the conflicted feelings we human beings have toward them. "The Iron Giant" (1999), "Robots" (2005), "WALL-E" (2008), "Ron's Gone Wrong" (2021) -- the list goes on, and why not? Our children will be living in a world where telling artificial intelligence from the real thing may be a survival skill, so why not prime the pump and tiny minds early?
What makes matters even more interesting is that for every "The Mitchells vs. the Machines" (2021) -- technology is out to kill us, ha ha -- there's a movie like the new DreamWorks Animation production "The Wild Robot," which says that a child's best friend is his metallic mother. Here's your popcorn, kids -- discuss.
Adapted by writer-director Chris Sanders ("Lilo & Stitch," "How to Train Your Dragon") from Peter Brown's 2016 best-selling children's book, the film is just fine for the little ones and engaging for the grown-ups, if not the groundbreaking work of family animation that early reports have made it out to be. There are almost no actual humans to be seen, just a collision of critters and high-tech cyborgs, the latter in the form of a Rozzum domestic servant automaton, Unit #7134, that washes ashore on an unpeopled island somewhere in Northern Europe after a storm at sea.
There's a lot of comedy and more than a little food for thought watching the robot power up and approach every mammal, bird and bug offering help and asking for instructions in the dulcet tones of Lupita Nyong'o. Bonus for history nerds: The brand name Rozzum is presumably a tip of the hat to the 1920 play that introduced the word "robot" to the English language, Karel Capek's "R.U.R.," an acronym for "Rossum's Universal Robots." There will not be a quiz.

Roz is surrounded by woodland creatures in "The Wild Robot," directed by Chris Sanders. (Universal Pictures/DreamWorks Animation)


In any event, the robot soon renames "herself" Roz and, after scaring half the woodland silly and adapting to her environment in a long, funny, harum-scarum action scene, settles down to befriend a cynical fox named Fink (Pedro Pascal) and raise a runt of a barnacle goose (after accidentally squashing his parents, but never mind, never mind).
The runt evolves from an adorable gosling to an ungainly teenager named Brightbill (Kit Connor), and much is made by Fink and the other island animals of the fact that runts aren't meant to survive at all. Further alienating Brightbill from his fellow geese (a mean-girl goose voiced by Stephanie Hsu, a wise elder voiced by Bill Nighy) is his habit of talking like a robot's owner's manual. Will he be able to join the annual migration south before winter comes? Will Roz be able to come to terms with this new, unprogrammed emotion she feels called maternal love?
Only a child would call this suspense, and maybe not even a child weaned on a steady diet of Hollywood family films. Sanders is one of the animation business's artistic elders, so one wants to cut "The Wild Robot" slack, but the movie lacks the manic weirdness of "Lilo & Stitch" or the high-flying charm of "How to Train Your Dragon." Plus the flat, geometric rendering of the characters that is DreamWorks' house style has always felt too close to CAD modeling software for my tastes -- it's an aesthetic choice, but one that seems a step short of final. (The film's backgrounds are painterly and quite beautiful, though.)
"The Wild Robot" has reduced a lot of respectable early reviewers to happy tears, and chances are that you and your children will feel the same. So go already! And allow me to be the Scrooge who says machines can always only mimic emotion and never, ever feel it, and a movie that tells you otherwise is selling you something. The next iteration of Siri? The Matrix? "The Wild Robot 2"? I don't know, but something.
PG. At area theaters. Contains action/peril and thematic elements. 101 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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50 Cent producing Netflix documentary on Sean 'Diddy' Combs allegations
The series will tell a "complex narrative spanning decades," said 50 Cent and director Alexandria Stapleton. Combs was indicted on sex trafficking and other charges.
By Kelsey Ables | 2024-09-26

Curtis "50 Cent" Jackson speaks during the premiere of "Power Book II: Ghost" in New York on June 6. (Slaven Vlasic/Getty Images)


Rapper and producer Curtis "50 Cent" Jackson is working on a Netflix docuseries detailing Sean "Diddy" Combs's history of alleged crimes, Jackson's publicist confirmed to The Washington Post in an email Wednesday. Combs was indicted and arrested in New York earlier this month on multiple charges, including racketeering conspiracy and sex trafficking, which follow years of allegations that the hip-hop star used his power to physically and sexually abuse women.
The docuseries, which is currently in production, will be directed by Alexandria Stapleton, who, along with Jackson, is also listed as an executive producer, a publicist said. Jackson and Stapleton said in a statement that the story is a "complex narrative spanning decades, not just the headlines or clips seen so far," and that they intend "to present authentic and nuanced perspectives."
"While the allegations are disturbing, we urge all to remember that Sean Combs's story is not the full story of hip-hop and its culture," they said. "We aim to ensure that individual actions do not overshadow the culture's broader contributions."
Combs has denied the allegations against him, referring to the lawsuits as "a money grab." An attorney for Combs said in a statement after his arrest that he "is an imperfect person, but he is not a criminal."
Jackson and Combs have, for years, had a bitter public rivalry, which has been documented by pop culture media outlets, and Jackson has become a particularly outspoken critic of Combs as sexual assault allegations against him have mounted over the last year. Jackson has been teasing the documentary on social media for several months.
Combs's arrest comes nearly a year after the first of 10 sexual assault lawsuits was filed against him and six months after his mansions were raided by the Department of Homeland Security. The hip-hop mogul, who is being held without bail, is accused of creating a vast criminal enterprise that helped him abuse, threaten and coerce women and others to "fulfill his sexual desires, protect his reputation and conceal his conduct," The Post reported, according to a court filing.
Among the crimes Combs and his associates are accused of committing and covering up are sex trafficking, narcotics distribution, arson and kidnapping. Many of the alleged crimes took place at illegal sex parties that Combs called "freak offs," where he allegedly threw objects at victims and dragged them by their hair, and where his associates allegedly distributed narcotics to coerce partygoers into sex, The Post reported.
Jackson on Wednesday posted a screenshot of a Variety article about the upcoming docuseries on social media and wrote: "I don't do NO puffy party's," referring to one of Combs's nicknames. "You didn't believe me but I bet you believe me now!"
In an interview with Enthusiast Report, a lifestyle publication, Jackson said that he is "the only one who has been vocal about this long before" it dominated headlines. He said he didn't participate in Combs's parties because, "I'm not into that type of stuff. I'm just a little more, maybe you could say, basic or normal."
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What we learned from the 'Mr. McMahon' Netflix documentary
The Netflix documentary about former WWE boss Vince McMahon, titled "Mr. McMahon," chronicled the on-screen and off-screen life of the wrestling mogul.
By Herb Scribner | 2024-09-25

Vince McMahon in "Mr. McMahon." (Netflix)


We may never know who Vince McMahon really is.
"No one really knows me," McMahon, the professional wrestling mogul and former boss of WWE, says in the first episode of the six-part Netflix series "Mr. McMahon," which was released on Netflix on Wednesday.
"I wish I could tell you the real stories," he says. "I don't want to tell you these stories. I don't want anybody to really know me."
The docuseries, from filmmaker Chris Smith ("Tiger King") and executive producer Bill Simmons ("30 for 30"), interviewed dozens of former and current WWE employees about McMahon and his legacy. It explores who McMahon was on screen (the villainous boss who ruled with an iron fist) and who he was behind the scenes (a competitive promoter who has faced multiple lawsuits). The series comes after McMahon in January resigned as executive chairperson and from the board of World Wrestling Entertainment's parent company, TKO, amid sex abuse allegations. He has denied all wrongdoing.
McMahon denounced the documentary days before its debut, slamming the producers and the editing for leaning into their own narrative rather than telling both sides of the story.
"A lot has been misrepresented or left out entirely in an effort to leave viewers intentionally confused," McMahon said in a statement posted Monday on X. "The producers use typical editing tricks with out of context footage and dated soundbites etc. to distort the viewers' perception and support a deceptive narrative."
Representatives for WWE and McMahon did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
Here are seven takeaways from the "Mr. McMahon" Netflix series.
Many of the details shared throughout the documentary aren't new for wrestling fans. In many ways, the depictions of WWE's rise through the '80s and '90s under the guidance of McMahon serve as a history lesson for those who have never watched the not-quite-sport. The six hours will easily catch viewers up on some of wrestling's biggest moments, including the careers of John Cena, Hulk Hogan, "Stone Cold" Steve Austin and Dwayne "the Rock" Johnson.
It's also a deep dive into the Mr. McMahon persona seen on television, who was often pompous, egotistical and tyrannical in his decision-making.

McMahon and Hulk Hogan as shown in "Mr. McMahon." (Netflix)


The documentary's final episode briefly explores former WWE employee Janel Grant's lawsuit against McMahon in which she accused McMahon of sex trafficking, sexual assault and paying to keep her quiet. She alleged that McMahon promised her career opportunities while sexually abusing her and exploiting her to those inside and outside the company.
Grant was not featured in the documentary. In a press call on Sept. 19, Grant's attorney Ann Callis did not confirm or deny whether Grant was asked to be in the documentary but asserted that Grant wants to tell her story on her own platform or in the courtroom.
A title screen in the doc says McMahon canceled his final interviews for the "Mr. McMahon" series after allegations became public.
The documentary explores a few of WWE's biggest controversies, but it doesn't spend much time on them. The opening episodes explain McMahon's battle with the Justice Department's investigation into the use of steroids by wrestlers. 
Later, we learn how McMahon allowed a pay-per-view event to continue after wrestler Owen Hart fell to his death, despite there being blood in the ring. "The decision that basically I had to make was whether or not the show goes on," McMahon says. "The live audience didn't really see what happened. Had they seen, no question you have to shut the show down."
The final episode touches on the tragedy of Chris Benoit, a WWE wrestler who killed his wife and son and then himself, as well as the impact chronic traumatic encephalopathy (CTE) had on Benoit and the wrestling industry. McMahon says in the documentary that Benoit "went nuts" and that "human beings are flawed."
Several wrestlers seem to debate whether CTE is a real condition, though it's explained that WWE has tried to help with further research into the topic.
The documentary shows McMahon making a name for himself by expanding his father's wrestling business from the northeastern United States to the Mid-Atlantic, the South and throughout the country by signing talent away from other companies and building on what came before. But McMahon dismisses the actions of his competitors who acted similarly.
The series shows how World Championship Wrestling (WCW) rose up against WWE and seemed poised to overtake it by taking top talent away and building on what McMahon already created. McMahon defends himself by suggesting that his competitors weren't playing by the rules and mimicked his ideas rather than creating their own characters and storylines. He later recounts how he was successful in eventually buying WCW because of his competitive nature.

McMahon in the documentary. (Netflix)


Throughout the documentary, McMahon makes it clear that he's willing to do whatever is best for business. He uses that belief when discussing the "screwjobs" of wrestlers Wendi Richter and Bret Hart. In both instances, McMahon forced wrestling matches to end before their scripted ending, surprising the in-ring performers. He did this, he said, so that both Richter and Hart would lose their championship belts before those wrestlers left the company.
McMahon also uses this belief when bringing wrestlers back into the business after they left (like Hulk Hogan) or working with talent outside the industry (such as Mike Tyson and Donald Trump).
Multiple people throughout the documentary allude to McMahon using real-life events to shape what happens on screen -- like when McMahon put wrestlers in embarrassing storylines when they disagree with a creative direction.
Throughout the six episodes, McMahon's daughter and son, Stephanie and Shane McMahon, as well as his wife, Linda McMahon, allude to how their real life and on-screen squabbles are sometimes blurred. Stephanie said she was roped into a street fight match with her father just days before her wedding to wrestler turned executive Paul Levesque.

(Netflix)


Yes, you read that right. During the fifth episode, focused on the McMahon family, his daughter Stephanie alludes to a storyline that was too crazy for her. In the following scene, her father describes a TV storyline where Stephanie was supposed to be pregnant on screen and that he, Vince McMahon, would end up being the father.
(We should note there have been other wacky WWE storylines, such as when a woman gave birth to a hand, and another where McMahon "died" in a limo explosion.)




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/tv/2024/09/25/vince-mcmahon-documentary-mr-mcmahon-netflix-series-explained/
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Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-09-26

"Building Stories" is an ongoing exhibit at the National Building Museum. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER
Eight exhibitions are on view through Dec. 8: "Ralph Steadman: And Another Thing," "Joseph Holston: Call and Response," "Endless Transformations: The Alchemy of Connie Imboden," "Faces of the Republican Party," "New American Landscapes," "Mira Hecht: In the Center Thereof Rose a Fountain," "Pegan Brooke: Flux II, Light on Water," and "A Sight to Behold: The Corcoran Legacy Collection of Nineteenth and Early Twentieth-Century American Landscape Paintings." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum.
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM
"A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through March 2. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu.
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org.
*DUMBARTON OAKS
"Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through May 31. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org.
*FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY
"Into the Vault: Books of the 1620s," through Oct. 13. After a four-year renovation, the Capitol Hill institution has reopened its doors and christened its new Into the Vault gallery with this special exhibition highlighting texts from the Folger collection printed during the decade when Shakespeare's First Folio emerged.
"Imprints in Time," through Jan. 5. This display features rare books and manuscripts from the eclectic collection of Stuart and Mimi Rose. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu.
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM
"Irresistible: The Global Patterns of Ikat," through Dec. 21. Ikat textiles from nations around the world are on display in this celebration of the ancient resist-dyeing technique.
"Art Uncovered: Visionary Textile Scholars and Their Archives," through April 5. A global selection of letters, photos and more from the Arthur D. Jenkins Library's archives. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu.
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through April 20. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization.
"Osgemeos: Endless Story," Sept. 29 through Aug. 3. This full-floor presentation tracks the collaboration and artistic trajectory of Brazilian identical twins Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu.
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDENS
"Fragile Beauty: Art of the Ocean," through Jan. 5. This exhibition includes works that evoke the water, as well as pieces created with oceanic materials. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org.
KREEGER MUSEUM
"Here, In This Little Bay: Celebrating 30 Years at the Kreeger," through Oct. 5. This anniversary exhibition reflects on humanity's interactions with the natural environment through the gaze of 14 artists from nine countries. 2401 Foxhall Rd. NW. kreegermuseum.org.
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
"Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December 2025. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov.
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE
"Billy Graham's Canvas Cathedral," through Jan. 26. A reflection on Billy Graham's evangelistic campaigns in the late 1940s. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org.
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM
"Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7, 2025. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov.
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM
"Capital Brutalism," through Feb. 17. An exploration of the Metro system and seven D.C. buildings designed in the polarizing brutalist style.
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through March 17. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"Brick City," through spring 2025. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," through 2025. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org.
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
"Gordon Parks: Camera Portraits From the Corcoran Collection," through Jan. 12. A display of 25 portraits taken by groundbreaking photographer Gordon Parks between 1941 and 1970.
"In the Library: Life in the Impressionists' Paris," through Jan. 17. A selection of some 40 photographs and prints capturing the art scene in late 19th-century Paris.
"Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment," through Jan. 19. A presentation of 130 works, including paintings from Paul Cezanne, Claude Monet and Camille Pissarro, examines impressionism's origins.
"Spirit & Strength: Modern Art From Haiti," Sept. 29 through March 9. Haiti's significance to the African diaspora is put on display in this exhibition featuring 21 recently gifted works. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov.
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE
"Reclaiming My Time," through February. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu.
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART
"From the Deep: In the Wake of Drexciya With Ayana V. Jackson," through Jan. 6. Artist Ayana V. Jackson uses animation, immersive video, installation, sound and scent in an exhibition inspired by the 1990s techno band Drexciya, whose albums imagined a mythical aquatopia populated by descendants of pregnant African women thrown (or who jumped) overboard into the Atlantic during the Middle Passage.
"Bruce Onobrakpeya: The Mask and the Cross," through Jan. 21. A showcase of Nigerian sculptor and printmaker Bruce Onobrakpeya's earliest commissions from the late 1960s.
"John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," on long-term view. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu.
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY
"Forensic Science on Trial," through June. An exhibition breaking down how forensic science has been used in more than 150 years of trials.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu.
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
"Sublime Light: Tapestry Art of DY Begay," through July 13. The first retrospective of the Navajo fiber artist's career features 48 tapestries spanning three decades of work.
"Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20, 2026. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu.
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART
"Staging the Supernatural: Ghosts and the Theater in Japanese Prints," through Oct. 6. This show of woodblock prints and illustrated books explores the roles that ghosts and spirits play in the theatrical retelling of Japanese legends and real events.
"Park Chan-kyong: Gathering," through Oct. 14. Known for his use of photography and film to examine modern Korea, this Seoul-based artist is the subject of a show inaugurating the museum's modern and contemporary galleries.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11, 2026. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu.
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
"Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December 2025. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu.
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS
"Holding Ground: Artists' Books for the National Museum of Women in the Arts," through Oct. 20. Nine works by celebrated book artists.
"Hung Liu: Making History," through Oct. 20. Paintings and prints by an artist who lived through Mao Zedong's totalitarian regime during the Cultural Revolution before immigrating to the United States.
"Suchitra Mattai: Myth From Matter," through Jan. 12. An exhibition pairing the Guyanese-born artist's recent work, including mixed media and sculpture, with objects sourced from D.C. collections.
"In Focus: Artists at Work," through April 20. Video documentaries explore the creative processes of eight contemporary artists. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org.
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
"Brilliant Exiles: American Women in Paris, 1900-1939," through Feb. 23. An exhibition highlighting the feats of 60 American women who traversed the Atlantic in the early 20th century in pursuit of creative freedom.
"This Morning, This Evening, So Soon: James Baldwin and the Voices of Queer Resistance," through April 20. Curated by Pulitzer Prize-winning writer Hilton Als, this collection explores the interconnected lives of Baldwin, Lorraine Hansberry, Bayard Rustin and other queer civil rights activists.
"Picturing the Presidents: Daguerreotypes and Ambrotypes from the National Portrait Gallery's Collection," through June 8. This exhibition features photographs of 11 U.S. presidents.
"Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 26, 2025. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4, 2026. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu.
*NATIONAL POSTAL MUSEUM
"Baseball: America's Home Run," through Jan. 5. This exhibition dives into the surprising ways baseball and postal history have intersected since the early 20th century.
"Voting by Mail: Civil War to Covid-19," through Feb. 23. This election year exhibition features objects spanning three centuries that have been used to help U.S. citizens vote by mail. 2 Massachusetts Ave. NE. postalmuseum.si.edu.
PHILLIPS COLLECTION
"Where We Meet," through Nov. 10. An installation unifying works from the Phillips Collection and the Howard University Gallery of Art. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org.
*RENWICK GALLERY
"Subversive, Skilled, Sublime: Fiber Art by Women," through Jan. 5. Works of cotton, wool, polyester and silk are presented in an exhibition that considers an alternative history of American art.
"Contemporary Craft at the Renwick Gallery," ongoing. More than 100 works composed of fiber, ceramics, glass, metal, wood and other materials showcase handmade art of the 21st century.
"Janet Echelman's 1.8 Renwick," ongoing. The American sculptor's fiber and lighting installation projects shadow drawings in colors that move from wall to wall. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu.
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM
"Artist to Artist," through May 18. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu.
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With ads on IGN, Harris and allies make a push for the gamer vote
The campaign's ad push on the largest gaming news site and a "Nerds for Harris" fundraiser Tuesday highlight the electoral tussle over young male voters.
By Gene Park | 2024-09-25

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a rally in Wisconsin in August. (Caroline Yang for The Washington Post)


In an ongoing outreach effort to young male voters, Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris's campaign bought advertising space on IGN, the world's biggest games media outlet.
Static and video ads will appear on the site beginning Wednesday. Two static ads promote Harris as "fighting for a new way forward" and "a fighter for the American people," presented in pixelized fonts and imagery. Two of the ads raise alarms about Project 2025, a policy tome created by the conservative Heritage Foundation whose wish list of far-right policies have made it a central target of the Democratic campaign -- including in its outreach to young voters.

An advertisement for Kamala Harris set to appear on gaming site IGN. (Harris-Walz campaign)


Another 15-second ad spot highlights how Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump used racially insensitive words tying the pandemic to Asian Americans, and stating that the former Republican president "unleashed a wave of hate" with those words. IGN attracts about 35 million Asian American visitors a month, and about 80 percent of the site's audience is male, according to the Harris-Walz campaign. These ads will display only in battleground states.
The ads, and a separate "Geeks & Nerds for Harris" fundraiser held online Tuesday, highlight a tussle -- played out across streaming, social and gaming platforms -- over a potentially decisive slice of young male voters. The Trump campaign has courted them aggressively as it lags with women voters.
Trump's campaign ramped up its outreach to young male voters through similar targeted digital advertising, as well as appearances with notable and controversial content creators such as YouTuber Logan Paul and Adin Ross, a popular 23-year-old streamer banned from Twitch for "unmoderated hateful conduct in chat."
A spokesman from the Trump campaign said Wednesday that the Democratic candidate needs to pay to reach these audiences, while enthusiasm for Trump within gaming communities is organic. The campaign cited support from Ross, Xqc, Nickmercs and Faze Banks, some of the most popular and controversial streamers. Each of them has millions of followers and subscribers across multiple platforms.

The campaign's IGN spots repeat its messaging on Project 2025, a central target of Democratic attacks. (Harris-Walz campaign)


IGN did not respond to a request for comment about its history with political advertising. The company's advertising specs sheet online specifies that if it does accept political ads from one candidate, "we may accept advertising from all others" in a race "on comparable terms and conditions."
IGN is the most influential news site in the gaming world, boasting about 250 million monthly users worldwide. That position has made it a lightning rod for controversy and conversation, as culture wars and the country's political climate have roiled games communities online.
Harris has similarly appeared on other platforms with predominantly male audiences, including a recent video for Wired Magazine's popular "The Web's Most Searched Questions" series that has gained more than 1.3 million views in four days. She's also appeared with content creators such as Track Star, which quizzes celebrities on music. The Harris campaign started a channel on Twitch, Amazon's live stream service, to stream rallies and public events. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
Some celebrities with roots in comics and gaming fandoms have joined the fray.

Lynda Carter, TV's Wonder Woman, hosted a "Geeks and Nerds for Harris" organizing call Tuesday. (Lionel Hahn/Abaca/Sipa USA/AP)


While the Trump campaign boasts organic enthusiasm for Trump, Harris fundraisers were also started at a grassroots level. In July, a "White Dudes for Harris" event raised about $4 million for the Harris campaign, and it drew more than 190,000 people, including stars such as Star Wars hero and voice of the Joker, Mark Hamill.
Efforts like that and the "White Women for Harris" Zoom call inspired TV's Wonder Woman and Washington resident Lynda Carter to organize her own effort, "Geeks & Nerds for Harris." Carter's late husband was Robert A. Altman, founder of ZeniMax Media, which was the parent company of legendary games studio Bethesda Softworks in Maryland. In 2017, Carter was the face of a Bethesda marketing campaign highlighting single-player games.

Celebrities including Mark Hamill have made regular appearances in support of the Democratic campaign. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Carter's fundraiser featured many guest stars, including Hamill; the cast of "The Boys"; veteran Superman, Wonder Woman and Deadpool comics writer Gail Simone; and geek-inclined lawmakers Sen. Cory Booker (D-N.J.) and Rep. Robert Garcia (D-Calif.) -- the latter known for swearing into office on the Library of Congress's copy of the first issue of Superman. It had a competitive twist, assigning celebrities to teams of Earth and space to face off against each other to raise money. Her communications team sparked the idea when they considered how "fandoms" of superheroes and video games are activated in community-organizing events such as conventions.
"At the heart of comics and the popular arts is this idea of social justice," Garcia said during Tuesday's live stream.
"When you look back over time, why did people in power want to put their faces everywhere, why did they build statues and need to promote themselves with images everywhere? That was fan activism," Carter told The Washington Post. "It was really to endear themselves to the people. Fan activism has become something different, and it has in our current times morphed into a voting bloc, as we've witnessed in a disturbing way."
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Jayden Daniels earns NFC offensive honors; Austin Ekeler ruled out
After a near-flawless performance in the win over the Bengals, coaches and teammates praise Daniels's cool under pressure. The task will be steeper at Arizona without RB Ekeler.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-09-26

Dan Quinn marvels about how undaunted Daniels can be: "The bigger the challenge for him, the bigger the smile and he just has that way about him." the Commanders' coach said. (Emilee Chinn/AP)


Only three weeks into his pro career, the accolades for Jayden Daniels are starting to pile up. On Wednesday, the Commanders quarterback was named the NFC offensive player of the week, an honor no Washington player had earned since Adrian Peterson in 2018.
Much of the praise for his play, which Monday night in Cincinnati was nearly perfect and included a 91.3 completion percentage, has focused on the quantifiable feats, of which there are many. Washington hasn't turned the ball over this season -- the last time it had three consecutive games without a turnover was 2012, when Robert Griffin III was the quarterback -- and hasn't punted in 17 drives.
There's more: Daniels has the second-most rushing yards among quarterbacks (171), the fourth-best passer rating (111.8) and the second-most expected points added, or EPA, per dropback (0.34).
But it's the unquantifiable that impresses Coach Dan Quinn and some of Daniels's teammates most.
After Washington's win over the Bengals, wide receiver Terry McLaurin praised the rookie's leadership.
"He tries to keep my head right," McLaurin said. "I do a good job of staying focused, but he's been telling me ever since the Tampa game [in Week 1] when we missed [a deep pass attempt]: 'I'm going to keep coming back to you. I'm going to keep coming back to you. Stay ready.' To have that confidence from your quarterback, it means a lot to me, especially from a young guy."
On Tuesday in Tempe, Ariz., where the Commanders are practicing for three days before facing the Arizona Cardinals in Glendale, Quinn lauded Daniels for his confidence.
"I keep using the word 'poise' ... because he's kind of always down for almost anything, like in the moment," Quinn said. "And I wish you guys could be on the sidelines. Sometimes the bigger the challenge for him, the bigger the smile, and he just has that way about him. And I've really felt that over the last couple weeks, and I thought it some in the preseason when we were ... getting ready, but it was a small sample size."
That poise was tested Monday, when Daniels not only starred in his first prime-time game but showed his range as a passer. His accuracy and decision-making were well-documented in his college years, but the pro game requires adjustments -- to the speed and size of players and often the breadth of plays. Daniels showed improvement in the preseason and during the first two regular season games, but it wasn't until Monday when offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury let Daniels air it out.
Daniels averaged 9.3 air yards per attempt and had a deep passing rate (20 or more air yards) of 17.4 percent, ranking fifth and seventh among qualifying quarterbacks, respectively. He averaged 4.7 yards per attempt and went deep on just 3.8 percent of his attempts in the first two games.
McLaurin was the target for all four of Daniels's deep pass attempts that traveled 20 or more yards in the air against the Bengals, the last of which resulted in the 27-yard game-sealing touchdown.
"To take a shot like that -- that was a big-time throw that he's going to continue to have to build on," said McLaurin, who has lobbied for more explosive plays from the offense for years. "It's going to help us going forward. I'm so excited for this team and I'm so excited for him because now, as a rookie, when you see those throws, you get more confidence. I think his confidence is just going through the roof right now. So we just got to keep building."
The Commanders' challenge against the Cardinals got a little steeper. Running back Austin Ekeler suffered a concussion and a laceration on his left ear and did not travel with the team to Arizona. On Wednesday, Quinn said neither Ekeler nor defensive end Clelin Ferrell (knee) will play Sunday.
Ekeler's absence is a significant blow to Washington's offense and special teams. In three games, Ekeler has 349 combined yards (rushing, receiving and returns) and leads the NFL in average yards after the catch (15.1)
His elusiveness and speed have been a boon for the Commanders. Without him, Washington will rely on Brian Robinson Jr. and Jeremy McNichols -- and possibly one of their practice squad running backs: Chris Rodriguez Jr., Michael Wiley and Kazmeir Allen.
"It's the right call for [Ekeler] on our short week, "Quinn said. "We'll have a chance to see what next week looks like then. But we do have confidence [in the running backs]. It's one of the groups that we have a deep crew that can roll strong. When called upon, we're certainly ready to do that. We're also excited for [McNichols]. He's somebody who hasn't gotten a lot of touches, a lot of opportunities, but I do know that he is somebody when given his chances, he does not miss his [opportunities]."
McNichols played just eight offensive snaps Monday but made his presence known with a body-slamming block in pass protection during Daniels's touchdown throw to McLaurin.

Jeremy McNichols had a big block on Jayden Daniels's 27-yard touchdown pass to Terry McLaurin against the Bengals. 


Although Daniels and his receivers drew praise for Monday's win, plenty of credit goes to Washington's offensive line, a group that has struggled with penalties and protection.
Washington continued to rotate left tackles Cornelius Lucas and Brandon Coleman, who played 30 and 29 snaps, respectively. Coleman in particular held up well against Bengals defensive end Trey Hendrickson, and the line overall was stout in pass protection. Daniels was pressured seven times, or 21.9 percent, on his dropbacks, the fifth-lowest rate in the NFL in Week 3.
The line also was not penalized -- thanks in part to guard Sam Cosmi, who at one point fell backward during Daniels's third-quarter pass to Noah Brown to avoid an illegal player downfield penalty.
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Eight impressive numbers from Jayden Daniels's sizzling start
The Commanders' rookie quarterback has helped keep punter Tress Way on the sideline while leading Washington to a 2-1 record.
By Scott Allen | 2024-09-26

Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels was all smiles Monday night. (Emilee Chinn/AP)


Washington Commanders rookie quarterback Jayden Daniels has improved in each of his two starts since throwing for 184 yards and rushing for 88 yards and two touchdowns in his NFL debut at Tampa Bay in Week 1.
The 23-year-old No. 2 pick in this year's draft announced himself to the NFL in a prime-time win over the Cincinnati Bengals on "Monday Night Football," completing all but two of his 23 passes for 254 yards and two touchdowns and adding a third score on the ground.
"That kid has poise, man," wide receiver Terry McLaurin said after catching four passes for 100 yards and a touchdown in the triumph, which improved Washington to 2-1. "I think he grew up tonight."
In the losing locker room, Bengals wide receiver Ja'Marr Chase offered a simple assessment of his fellow former LSU star. "He's a great effing player," Chase said. "I'm not going to lie."
The numbers don't lie, and here are eight that illustrate just how much Daniels and the Commanders' offense are thriving through three weeks.
Washington is the only team in the NFL that has not committed a turnover through three weeks, a testament to Daniels's ability to take care of the ball. He was charged with three fumbles in the Commanders' Week 1 loss to the Buccaneers, including a backward pass to running back Brian Robinson Jr. that bounced out of bounds on his first career snap, but Washington didn't lose any of them. Daniels joins Joe Theismann (1982), Mark Rypien (1990), Brad Johnson (1999), Todd Collins (2007) and Jason Campbell (2008) as the only Washington quarterbacks without an interception through their first three games of a season (with a minimum of 50 pass attempts). Last year's Week 1 starter, Sam Howell, had thrown five interceptions and lost a fumble by this point. According to Pro Football Reference, the last time the franchise opened the season with three turnover-free games was 1932, when it still called Boston home.
Perhaps Commanders punter Tress Way knew he wouldn't have much use for it when he agreed to give his No. 5 to Daniels after this year's draft. Way hasn't been called upon since punting three times in the opener -- excluding kneel-downs, Daniels has led scoring drives on 14 consecutive possessions dating from the fourth quarter of Week 1. The only other team to punt three or fewer times in its first three games since 1945 was the 1992 San Francisco 49ers, who finished 14-2 and lost to the Dallas Cowboys in the NFC championship game. With Daniels at the helm, Washington became the first team in the Super Bowl era (since 1967) with zero punts and zero turnovers in consecutive games.
Here's the list of quarterbacks -- rookie or otherwise -- to post a completion percentage of 79.5 percent or higher on a minimum of 50 pass attempts through three games in NFL history: Drew Brees (80.6 percent in 2018), Daniels (80.3 this season) and Tom Brady (79.5 percent in 2007). There are worse places for a rookie quarterback to find himself than sandwiched between a couple of future first-ballot Hall of Famers. Daniels's accuracy has improved in each of his starts -- from 71 percent in Week 1 to 79 percent in Week 2 to a ridiculous 91 percent (21 for 23) in Monday's win. Daniels's latest performance was the highest single-game completion percentage by a rookie in NFL history with a minimum of 20 pass attempts. He also broke Mark Brunell's single-game franchise record of 89 percent (24 for 27) set in 2006.
Daniels is the NFL's fourth-rated passer through three weeks, behind Josh Allen, Sam Darnold and Derek Carr. His 111.8 passer rating is the highest by a Washington quarterback over the first three games of a season since Brad Johnson (114.2) in 1999 and significantly better than Bears quarterback and fellow rookie Caleb Williams's 65.3 passer rating, which ranks the No. 1 pick in this year's draft 28th among qualified starters. It's early, but The Washington Post's Mark Maske says there's already room to wonder whether Chicago took the wrong quarterback.
Daniels carried the ball 12 times for 39 yards and a touchdown on "Monday Night Football," increasing his season rushing total to 171 yards on 38 attempts. Among quarterbacks, only former Washington standout Robert Griffin III rushed for more yards (198) in the first three games of his career. Daniels passed Philadelphia's Randall Cunningham (154 yards in 1985) and Detroit's Charlie Batch (160 yards in 1998) on that list against the Bengals.

Jayden Daniels runs during the first half of Monday's win. (Carolyn Kaster/AP)


After moving the chains five times with his legs against the Bengals, Daniels passed Baltimore's Lamar Jackson for the league lead among quarterbacks in that category this season. His 15 rushing first downs are tied with Cam Newton (2015 and 2020) for the second most by a quarterback through his team's first three games since 1970. Minnesota's Daunte Culpepper ran for 16 first downs in the Vikings' first three games in 2000.
Pro Football Focus gave Daniels's performance against the Bengals a grade of 95.9, which is the highest a Washington quarterback has received for a single game since PFF was founded in 2006 and the third-highest single-game grade for a rookie in the same span.
Thanks in part to his 27-yard touchdown pass to McLaurin on Monday that ranked as Washington's most improbable completion since at least 2016, Daniels's completion percentage over expected (CPOE) against the Bengals was plus-20.8 percent, the highest by a qualified passer in a game this season. CPOE is calculated by taking a passer's actual completion percentage and subtracting his expected completion percentage, which is based on a variety of factors, including the down and distance of the throw, coverage and pressure faced by the quarterback. Daniels' plus-7.4 CPOE through three weeks is the third highest in the league behind Brock Purdy (plus-9.8) and Jalen Hurts (plus-7.6).




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/09/25/jayden-daniels-commanders-strong-start-stats/
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