
        
            
                
            
        

    
    
      
        [image: masthead]
      

      Thursday, October 3, 2024

      

      
        
          	
            Top news
          
          	53
        

        
          	
            Sports
          
          	46
        

        
          	
            Politics
          
          	44
        

        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	14
        

        
          	
            U.s. news
          
          	24
        

        
          	
            Oddities
          
          	1
        

        
          	
            Travel
          
          	1
        

        
          	
            Technology
          
          	4
        

        
          	
            Lifestyle
          
          	1
        

        
          	
            Health
          
          	13
        

        
          	
            Science
          
          	1
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Sports
          
        

      

      Top news

      
        Human connections bring hope in North Carolina after devastation of Helene
      

      
        Israel extends evacuation warnings in Lebanon, signaling a wider offensive
      

      
        Hurricane Helene brings climate change to forefront of the presidential campaign
      

      
        Liz Cheney will campaign with Harris in Wisconsin while Trump holds a rally in Michigan
      

      
        Prosecutors lay out new evidence in Trump election case, accuse him of having 'resorted to crimes'
      

      
        The US could see shortages and higher retail prices if a dockworkers strike drags on
      

      
        Jury mulling fate of 3 former Memphis officers charged in Tyre Nichols' fatal beating
      

      
        Boat capsizes on a lake in eastern Congo, killing at least 50 people, witnesses say
      

      
        Typhoon Krathon makes landfall in Taiwan, packing fierce winds and torrential rain
      

      
        The Grammys' voting body is more diverse, with 66% new members. What does it mean for the awards?
      

      
        Middle East latest: Israeli strike in Beirut kills 9 as troops battle Hezbollah in southern Lebanon
      

      
        How Black leaders in New York are grappling with Eric Adams and representation
      

      
        The fate of Nibi the beaver lands in court as rescuers try to stop her release into the wild
      

      
        Florida communities hit three times by hurricanes grapple with how and whether to rebuild
      

      
        In South Korea, deepfake porn wrecks women's lives and deepens gender conflict
      

      
        Thousands of shipping containers have been lost at sea. What happens when they burst open?
      

      
        Former Singapore minister sentenced to a year in prison for receiving illegal gifts
      

      
        Mormon faith pushes ahead with global temple building boom despite cool reception in Las Vegas
      

      
        6 migrants shot dead near Guatemalan border when Mexican army troops open fire
      

      
        Southerners stay in touch the old-fashioned way after Helene cuts roads, power, phones
      

      
        Israel presses forward on two fronts and reports 8 combat deaths as fears of a wider war mount
      

      
        Helene's flooding swept away 11 workers at a Tennessee factory. Now the state is investigating
      

      
        Witt gets another big hit to send the Royals into ALDS with a 2-game sweep of the Orioles
      

      
        Gritty Tigers close out playoff sweep of Astros with 5-2 victory in Game 2 of Wild Card Series
      

      
        US school-entry vaccination rates fall as exemptions keep rising
      

      
        In music and dance, Sudanese performers transport refugee audiences back home
      

      
        Harris hands out meals, consoles families as she surveys Hurricane Helene devastation in Georgia
      

      
        Deadly Maui fire erupted from earlier blaze believed to have been extinguished, investigation finds
      

      
        US bans new types of goods from China over allegations of forced labor
      

      
        Online voting in Alaska's Fat Bear Week contest starts after an attack killed 1 contestant
      

      
        Things to know about the investigations into the deadly wildfire that destroyed a Maui town
      

      
        Bodies of the children and teachers who died in a Thai school bus fire return home for funeral
      

      
        Cybersecurity head says there's no chance a foreign adversary can change US election results
      

      
        Condoms aren't a fact of life for young Americans. They're an afterthought
      

      
        What to know about Iran's missile attack and Israel's operations in Lebanon and Gaza
      

      
        Dockworkers join other unions in trying to fend off automation, or minimize the impact
      

      
        US 'Welcome Corps' helps resettle LGBTQ+ refugees fleeing crackdowns against gay people
      

      
        Coach praises Tim Walz's son for helping protect other kids after shooting
      

      
        The president could invoke a 1947 law to try to suspend the dockworkers' strike. Here's how
      

      
        NASA switches off instrument on Voyager 2 spacecraft to save power
      

      
        Hurricanes like Helene are deadly when they strike and keep killing for years to come
      

      
        Lebanon's rescuers struggle to respond to Israeli offensive while under fire and using old equipment
      

      
        The fall of Vuhledar is a microcosm of Ukraine's wartime predicament
      

      
        Pennsylvania town grapples with Trump assassination attempt ahead of his return
      

      
        Pennsylvania Republican in key swing-state Senate race backs using military to fight fentanyl
      

      
        Ukraine's military will pull out of Vuhledar in the east after 2 years of intense fighting
      

      
        Palestinians in West Bank risk crossing Israel's separation barrier to flee failing economy
      

      
        Sex workers find themselves at the center of Congo's mpox outbreak
      

      
        China marks 75 years of Communist Party rule as economic challenges and security threats linger
      

      
        Claudia Sheinbaum sworn in as 1st female president of Mexico
      

      
        Vance and Walz keep it civil in a policy-heavy discussion: VP debate takeaways
      

      
        Iran fires at least 180 missiles into Israel as regionwide conflict grows
      

      
        Walz and Vance go in depth on policy while attacking each other's running mates in VP debate
      

      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Sports
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Human connections bring hope in North Carolina after devastation of Helene

    Human connections bring hope in North Carolina after devastation of Helene

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 26 | 
            Residents in the Lake Lure area of North Carolina recounted the powerful floods that struck last week. John Payne, a volunteer firefighter who was born and raised in one of the hardest hit areas says the village 'will bounce back.' (AP video by Erik Verduzco and Mike Stewart/Production by Takahiro Kinoshita)
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            When hurricane Helene hit Florida's north Gulf Coast last week, it was the third time in 13 months, this 50-mile sliver of the state's coastline took a direct hit from a hurricane. The back-to-back-to-back hurricanes are forcing residents to reckon with the costs of living in an area under siege by storms that researchers say are becoming stronger because of climate change. (AP Video: David R. Martin)
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            A mass of debris, including overturned pontoon boats and splintered wooden docks and tree trunks, covered the surface of Lake Lure, a picturesque spot tucked between the mountains outside Asheville.
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            Hurricane Helene has left millions without electricity and phone service across the Southeast, and in North Carolina, deliveries by mule have become essential for some stranded residents needing medical supplies.
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            A faith leader in North Carolina is visiting members of his church, bringing them food after Hurricane Helene has left millions without power.
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            Debris is strewn on the lake in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Lake Lure, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            FILE - A passerby checks the water depth of a flooded road, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Morganton, N.C. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek, File)
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            People ride in the back of a pickup truck on a mud-covered street left in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            A destroyed mobile home and vehicles lay scattered across muddy land, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Hendersonville, N.C., in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson)
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            10 of 26 | 
            Loaves & Fishes food group serve meals for residents in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Lake Lure, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            11 of 26 | 
            FILE - Brian McCormack pauses after using a wheelbarrow to clean up debris left in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            12 of 26 | 
            A person carries bags of fresh water after filling up from a tanker at a distribution site in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            13 of 26 | 
            Eva Markowitz stands covered in mud left by Hurricane Helene as she works to clean up Zadie's Market and Deli Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            14 of 26 | 
            Train tracks washed out during Hurricane Helene run along the French Broad River, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            15 of 26 | 
            Vehicles and debris that were caught in a flash flood from Hurricane Helene rest on the side of the road near the Swannanoa River, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Swannanoa, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            16 of 26 | 
            Damaged to one of the White family's homes that was destroyed by Hurricane Helene is seen, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024 in Morganton, N.C. The adjacent Catawba River flooded due to torrential rains destroying seven of the family's nine homes on the property. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 26 | 
            Resident Anne Schneider, right, hugs her friend Eddy Sampson as they survey damage left in the wake of Hurricane Helene, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            18 of 26 | 
            Contents of homes line the streets after flooding from Hurricane Helene on Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Reddington Shores, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)
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            19 of 26 | 
            Contents of a home are piled on the side of a home after flooding from Hurricane Helene on Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Indian Rocks Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            20 of 26 | 
            Marine One, with President Joe Biden on board, flies around areas impacted by Hurricane Helene over Asheville, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh) (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            21 of 26 | 
            President Joe Biden talks with Asheville Mayor Esther Manheimer, as he arrives at Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport in Greer, S.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, to survey damage from Hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows mud and debris near Old Fort Elementary School, damage from Hurricane Helene in Old Fort, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows the town in McDowell County before storm damage occurred in 2024 from Hurricane Helene in Old Fort, N.C., Jan. 7, 2022. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows flooding by the North Toe River and market damage from Hurricane Helene in Spruce Pine, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows damage from Hurricane Helene in Old Fort, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows flooding from Hurricane Helene by the North Toe River and downtown in Spruce Pine, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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                                    Residents in the Lake Lure area of North Carolina recounted the powerful floods that struck last week. John Payne, a volunteer firefighter who was born and raised in one of the hardest hit areas says the village 'will bounce back.' (AP video by Erik Verduzco and Mike Stewart/Production by Takahiro Kinoshita)
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                                    When hurricane Helene hit Florida's north Gulf Coast last week, it was the third time in 13 months, this 50-mile sliver of the state's coastline took a direct hit from a hurricane. The back-to-back-to-back hurricanes are forcing residents to reckon with the costs of living in an area under siege by storms that researchers say are becoming stronger because of climate change. (AP Video: David R. Martin)
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                                    A mass of debris, including overturned pontoon boats and splintered wooden docks and tree trunks, covered the surface of Lake Lure, a picturesque spot tucked between the mountains outside Asheville.
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                                    Hurricane Helene has left millions without electricity and phone service across the Southeast, and in North Carolina, deliveries by mule have become essential for some stranded residents needing medical supplies.
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                                    A faith leader in North Carolina is visiting members of his church, bringing them food after Hurricane Helene has left millions without power.
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            Debris is strewn on the lake in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Lake Lure, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            FILE - A passerby checks the water depth of a flooded road, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Morganton, N.C. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek, File)
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            People ride in the back of a pickup truck on a mud-covered street left in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            A destroyed mobile home and vehicles lay scattered across muddy land, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Hendersonville, N.C., in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson)
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            10 of 26 | 
            Loaves & Fishes food group serve meals for residents in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Lake Lure, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            FILE - Brian McCormack pauses after using a wheelbarrow to clean up debris left in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 26

                                    
                                    FILE - Brian McCormack pauses after using a wheelbarrow to clean up debris left in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 26 | 
            A person carries bags of fresh water after filling up from a tanker at a distribution site in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            Eva Markowitz stands covered in mud left by Hurricane Helene as she works to clean up Zadie's Market and Deli Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            Train tracks washed out during Hurricane Helene run along the French Broad River, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            Vehicles and debris that were caught in a flash flood from Hurricane Helene rest on the side of the road near the Swannanoa River, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Swannanoa, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Damaged to one of the White family's homes that was destroyed by Hurricane Helene is seen, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024 in Morganton, N.C. The adjacent Catawba River flooded due to torrential rains destroying seven of the family's nine homes on the property. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek)
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            Resident Anne Schneider, right, hugs her friend Eddy Sampson as they survey damage left in the wake of Hurricane Helene, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            Contents of homes line the streets after flooding from Hurricane Helene on Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Reddington Shores, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)
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            Contents of a home are piled on the side of a home after flooding from Hurricane Helene on Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Indian Rocks Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)
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                                    Contents of a home are piled on the side of a home after flooding from Hurricane Helene on Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Indian Rocks Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)
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            Marine One, with President Joe Biden on board, flies around areas impacted by Hurricane Helene over Asheville, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh) (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            President Joe Biden talks with Asheville Mayor Esther Manheimer, as he arrives at Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport in Greer, S.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, to survey damage from Hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows mud and debris near Old Fort Elementary School, damage from Hurricane Helene in Old Fort, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows the town in McDowell County before storm damage occurred in 2024 from Hurricane Helene in Old Fort, N.C., Jan. 7, 2022. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows flooding by the North Toe River and market damage from Hurricane Helene in Spruce Pine, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows damage from Hurricane Helene in Old Fort, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows flooding from Hurricane Helene by the North Toe River and downtown in Spruce Pine, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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                                    This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows flooding from Hurricane Helene by the North Toe River and downtown in Spruce Pine, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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    Stay up to date: Follow the latest developments on weather and hurricane news.


    


BLACK MOUNTAIN, N.C. (AP) -- Sarah Vekasi is a potter who runs a store in Black Mountain, North Carolina, called Sarah Sunshine Pottery, named after her normally bubbly personality. But these days she's struggling with the trauma of Hurricane Helene and uncertainty about the future of her business.
"All I can say is that I'm alive. I'm not doing great. I'm not doing good. But I'm extremely grateful to be alive, especially when so many are not," Vekasi said.
One thing that makes her feel a little better is the fellowship of the daily town meeting at the square.
"It's incredible being able to meet in person," said Vekasi, who was cut off by impassible roads for days. At Wednesday's session more than 150 people gathered as local leaders stood atop a picnic table shouting updates. 
In the midst of the devastating destruction left by the deadliest hurricane to hit the mainland U.S. since Katrina, human connections are giving the survivors hope in western North Carolina. While government cargo planes brought food and water into the hardest-hit areas and rescue crews waded through creeks searching for survivors, those who made it through the storm, whose death toll has reached 200, were leaning on one another.

    


Martha Sullivan, also at the town meeting, was taking careful notes so she could share the information -- roads reopened, progress in getting power restored, work on trying to get water flowing again -- with others.




Sullivan, who has lived in Black Mountain for 43 years, said her children invited her to come to Charlotte after the storm, but she wants to stay in her community and look after her neighbors.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I'm going to stay as long as I feel like I'm being useful," Sullivan said.
Helping one another in the hardest-hit areas 
In remote mountain areas, helicopters hoisted the stranded to safety while search crews moved toppled trees so they could look door to door for survivors. In some places, homes teetered on hillsides and washed-out riverbanks.

    


Electricity is being slowly restored, as the number of homes and businesses without power dipped below 1 million for the first time since last weekend, according to poweroutage.us. Most of the outages are in the Carolinas and Georgia, where Helene struck after barreling over Florida's Gulf Coast as a Category 4 hurricane. Deaths have been reported in Florida, Georgia, Tennessee and Virginia, in addition to the Carolinas. 
Robin Wynn lost power at her Asheville home early Friday and was able to grab a bag of canned goods and water before getting to a shelter despite water up to her knees.
"I didn't know where I was going, didn't know what was going to happen next. But I got out and I'm alive," Wynn said on Wednesday.
Now that she's back home, her neighbors have been watching out for one another. Plenty of people have come around to make sure everyone has a hot meal and water, she said.
Eric Williamson, who works at First Baptist Church in Hendersonville, normally makes home visits to members who can't physically get to church. This week, he's their lifeline, delivering food that meets dietary restrictions and tossing out food that had spoiled.

    


Beyond checking in on the essentials, he says it's important to just socialize with folks in a moment like this to help them know they aren't alone.
He has a handwritten list of everyone he needs to visit. "They don't have telephone service, even if they have a landline, a lot of that isn't working," Williamson said. "So we're bringing them food and water, but also just bringing them a smile and a prayer with them just to give them comfort." 
Volunteers in Asheville gathered on Wednesday before going out to help find people who have been unreachable because of phone and internet outages. They took along boxes of drinking water and instructions to return in person with their results.
Even notifying relatives of people who died in the storm has been difficult.
"That has been our challenge, quite honestly, is no cell service, no way to reach out to next of kin," said Avril Pinder, an official in Buncombe County where at least 61 people have died. "We have a confirmed body count, but we don't have identifications on everyone or next-of-kin notifications." 

    


Thursday marks the seventh day of search and rescue operations, Pinder said, adding the county doesn't have an official tally of people who are unaccounted for or missing.
"We're continuing to find people. We know we have pockets of people who are isolated due to landslides and bridges out," she said. "So they are disconnected but not missing."
Biden and Harris get a firsthand look
President Joe Biden flew over the devastation in North and South Carolina, getting a firsthand look at the mess left by a storm that now has killed at least 200 people. 
Speaking afterwards in Raleigh, North Carolina, Biden praised the Democratic governor of North Carolina and the Republican governor of South Carolina for their responses to the storm, saying that in the wake of disasters, "we put politics aside."

    


"Our job is to help as many people as we can as quickly as we can and as thoroughly as we can," he said.
That includes a commitment from the federal government to foot the bill for debris removal and emergency protective measures for six months. The money will address the impacts of landslides and flooding and will cover costs of first responders, search and rescue teams, shelters, and mass feeding.
"We're not leaving until you're back on your feet completely," Biden said. 
Vice President Kamala Harris traveled to neighboring Georgia, where she said the president had approved a request to pick up the tab for similar emergency aid there for three months.
Biden plans on traveling to disaster areas in Florida and Georgia on Thursday. 
Devastation from Florida to Tennessee
Employees at a plastics factory in rural Tennessee who kept working last week until water flooded their parking lot and power went out at the plant were among those killed. The floodwaters swept 11 workers away, and only five were rescued. Two are confirmed dead.
Tennessee state authorities said they are investigating the company that owns the factory after some employees said they weren't allowed to leave in time to avoid the storm's impact. 
Hospitals and health care organizations in the Southeast mostly stayed open despite dealing with blackouts, wind damage, supply issues and flooding. Many hospitals halted elective procedures, while only a few closed completely. 
In Florida, officials were turning to "low-risk" state prisoners to help clear the mountains of debris left behind. 
"Department of Corrections, they do prison labor anyways. So they're bringing them to do debris removal," Gov. Ron DeSantis told reporters on Wednesday. 
___

Verduzco reported from Swannanoa, North Carolina, and Peterson from Hendersonville, North Carolina. Contributing to this report were Associated Press journalists Colleen Long in Raleigh, North Carolina; Kate Payne in Madiera Beach, Fla.; John Raby in Charleston, West Virginia; John Seewer in Toledo, Ohio; Jonathan Mattise in Nashville, Tennessee; Michael Kunzelman in College Park, Maryland; and Cedar Attanasio and Jim Mustian in New York.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/helene-asheville-north-carolina-64fe5ca1b80f22fd2fd3b7c50b291d85
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Israel extends evacuation warnings in Lebanon, signaling a wider offensive
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            Lebanon's Health Ministry raised the death toll to six from an Israeli airstrike on an apartment building near the center of Beirut late Wednesday night. It said seven people were injured in the attack.
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            Multiple airstrikes hit the southern suburbs of Beirut overnight Wednesdsy into Thursday, setting fire to some buildings with loud explosions heard from different areas of the Lebanese capital.
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            A British woman living in Lebanon has been forced to depart for the UK with her children, but leaving her Lebanese husband behind. It comes as Israel's intensified air campaign against Hezbollah has upended the country. En route to the airport, Mahasen al-Dada, who is from Manchester, said "I feel I have made the right decision for my children."
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            Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A wrecked car parked next to the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Lebanese women stand in front an apartment in a multistory building hit by Israeli airstrike, in central Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Hezbollah paramedics walk between debris after an airstrike hit an apartment in a multistory building, in central Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Hezbollah paramedic stuff left on the debris after an airstrike hit an apartment in a multistory building, in central Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A woman reacts in front an apartment in a multistory building hit by Israeli airstrike, in central Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Smoke rises following an Israeli bombardment in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            A man documents the damaged buildings at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Smoke rises after Israeli airstrikes in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Fadi Tawil)
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            Zahraa on a wheel chair looks on as volunteers of the Russian Cultural Center entertain displaced children at a school in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024, after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Volunteers of the Russian Cultural Center entertain displaced children at a school in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024, after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Volunteers of the Russian Cultural Center entertain displaced children at a school in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024, after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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                                    Lebanon's Health Ministry raised the death toll to six from an Israeli airstrike on an apartment building near the center of Beirut late Wednesday night. It said seven people were injured in the attack.
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                                    Multiple airstrikes hit the southern suburbs of Beirut overnight Wednesdsy into Thursday, setting fire to some buildings with loud explosions heard from different areas of the Lebanese capital.
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                                    A British woman living in Lebanon has been forced to depart for the UK with her children, but leaving her Lebanese husband behind. It comes as Israel's intensified air campaign against Hezbollah has upended the country. En route to the airport, Mahasen al-Dada, who is from Manchester, said "I feel I have made the right decision for my children."
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            Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A wrecked car parked next to the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Lebanese women stand in front an apartment in a multistory building hit by Israeli airstrike, in central Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Hezbollah paramedics walk between debris after an airstrike hit an apartment in a multistory building, in central Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Hezbollah paramedic stuff left on the debris after an airstrike hit an apartment in a multistory building, in central Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A woman reacts in front an apartment in a multistory building hit by Israeli airstrike, in central Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Smoke rises following an Israeli bombardment in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            A man documents the damaged buildings at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Smoke rises after Israeli airstrikes in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Fadi Tawil)
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            Zahraa on a wheel chair looks on as volunteers of the Russian Cultural Center entertain displaced children at a school in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024, after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Volunteers of the Russian Cultural Center entertain displaced children at a school in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024, after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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    Read the latest: Follow the AP's live coverage of the escalating conflicts in the Middle East.


    


BEIRUT (AP) -- The Israeli military on Thursday warned people to evacuate a city and other communities in southern Lebanon that are north of a U.N.-declared buffer zone, signaling that it may widen a ground operation launched earlier this week against the Hezbollah militant group.
Israel has told people to leave Nabatieh, a provincial capital, and other communities north of the Litani River, which formed the northern edge of the border zone established by the U.N. Security Council after the 2006 war in a resolution that both sides accuse the other of violating.
At least eight Israeli soldiers have been killed in clashes with Hezbollah in southern Lebanon, where Israel announced the start of what it says is a limited ground incursion earlier this week. The region was meanwhile bracing for Israeli retaliation following an Iranian ballistic missile attack.

    


Strikes kill and wound first responders
The Lebanese Red Cross said an Israeli strike wounded four of its paramedics and killed a Lebanese army soldier as they were evacuating wounded people from the south. It said the convoy near the village of Taybeh, which was accompanied by Lebanese troops, was targeted Thursday despite coordinating its movements with U.N. peacekeepers. There was no immediate comment from the Israeli military.




Another Lebanese soldier was killed by Israeli fire at an army post in the southern town of Bint Jbeil, according to the Lebanese military, which said it returned fire. A Lebanese security official, who spoke on condition of anonymity according to regulations, said the army post was hit by artillery fire.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

An Israeli airstrike on an apartment in central Beirut late Wednesday killed nine people, including seven Hezbollah-affiliated civilian first responders. Israel has been pounding areas of the country where the militant group has a strong presence since late September, but has rarely struck in the heart of the capital.

    


There was no warning before the strike late Wednesday, which hit an apartment not far from the United Nations headquarters, the prime minister's office and parliament.
Residents reported a sulfur-like smell following strike in Beirut, and Lebanon's state-run National News Agency -- without providing evidence -- accused Israel of using phosphorous bombs, which would be a violation of international law. Human rights groups have in the past accused Israel of using white phosphorus incendiary shells on towns and villages in southern Lebanon. The Israeli military did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Hezbollah has an armed wing with tens of thousands of fighters but it also has a political movement and a network of charities staffed by civilians.
Fighting escalates in southern Lebanon
The Israeli military said Thursday that it had struck around 200 Hezbollah targets across Lebanon, including weapons storage facilities and observation posts. It said the strikes killed at least 15 Hezbollah fighters. 
Hezbollah said its fighters detonated a roadside bomb when Israeli forces entered the Lebanese border village of Maroun el-Ras, kiling and wounding soldiers. It was not possible to independently confirm the claims made by either side.

    


So far, ground clashes between Israeli forces and Hezbollah militants have been confined to a narrow strip along the border.
But hundreds of thousands of people have fled their homes, as Israel has warned people to evacuate from dozens of villages and towns in the south, telling them to relocate to areas that are around 60 kilometers (36 miles) from the border and considerably farther north than the Litani River.
Under U.N. Security Council Resolution 1701, which ended the monthlong 2006 war between Israel and Hezbollah, the militants were to withdraw north of the Litani, and Lebanon's armed forces were to patrol the border region along with U.N. peacekeepers. 
Neither Lebanon's army nor the peacekeepers were capable of imposing any agreement on Hezbollah by force, and Israel says it defied the resolution and built extensive military infrastructure in towns and villages near the border. Lebanon has accused Israel of violating other parts of the resolution.

    


Israel says it is targeting Hezbollah after nearly a year of rocket attacks that began Oct. 8 and displaced some 60,000 Israelis from communities in the north. Israel has carried out retaliatory strikes over the past year that have displaced tens of thousands on the Lebanese side.
In recent weeks, Israelis strikes in Lebanon have killed Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah and several of his top commanders. Hundreds more airstrikes across large parts of Lebanon since mid-September have killed at least 1,276 people, according to Lebanon's Health Ministry.
The vast majority of recent strikes have been in areas where Hezbollah has a strong presence, including the southern suburbs of Beirut known as the Dahiyeh. But Israel has also carried out strikes in Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon, and a strike in central Beirut earlier this week killed three members of a leftist Palestinian militant group.

    


Israel says it killed senior Hamas leader in Gaza
The escalating violence in Lebanon has opened a second front in the war between Israel and Iran-backed militants that began nearly a year ago with Hamas' surprise Oct. 7 attack from the Gaza Strip into Israel.
The Israeli military said Thursday that it killed a senior Hamas leader in an airstrike in the Gaza Strip around three months ago. It said that a strike on an underground compound in northern Gaza killed Rawhi Mushtaha and two other Hamas commanders.
There was no immediate comment from Hamas. Mushtaha was a close associate of Yahya Sinwar, the top leader of Hamas who helped mastermind the Oct. 7 attack. Sinwar is believed to be alive and in hiding inside Gaza.
Fears of a wider war mount after Iranian missile attack
Iran-backed Houthi rebels in Yemen said they had launched two drones at Tel Aviv overnight. The military said it identified two drones off the coast of the bustling metropolitan area, shooting one of them down while the other fell in the Mediterranean Sea.
Hezbollah, Hamas and the Houthis are part of the Iran-led Axis of Resistance, which also includes armed groups in Syria and Iraq. They have launched attacks on Israel in solidarity with the Palestinians, drawing retaliation in a cycle that has repeatedly threatened to set off a wider war.
The region once again appears on the brink of such a conflict after Iran's missile attack on Tuesday, which it said was a response to the killing of Nasrallah, an Iranian Revolutionary Guard general who was with him, and Ismail Haniyeh, the political leader of Hamas, who was killed in an explosion in Tehran in July that was widely blamed on Israel.
Both Israel and the United States have said there will be severe consequences for the missile attack, which lightly wounded two people and killed a Palestinian in the occupied West Bank. The United States has rushed military assets to the region in support of Israel.
President Joe Biden said he did not expect Israel to retaliate against Iran on Thursday and rejected the suggestion that the U.S. would grant permission for such an attack.
"First of all, we don't 'allow' Israel, we advise Israel," Biden said. "And nothing's going to happen today."
___
This story has been corrected to show that the four Red Cross paramedics were wounded in an Israeli strike, not killed.
___

Jeffery reported from Jerusalem. Associated Press staff writers Abby Sewell and Kareem Chehayeb in Beirut and Zeina Karam in London contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris greets people who were impacted by Hurricane Helene in Augusta, Ga., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, as from left, Sen. Jon Ossoff, D-Ga., FEMA deputy direct Erik Hooks and Augusta Mayor Garnett Johnson watch. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a briefing at the Augusta Emergency Operations Center as she visits areas impacted by Hurricane Helene, in Augusta, Ga., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris poses for a photo as she helps distribute food with the American Red Cross at the Henry Brigham Community Center in Augusta, Ga., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            President Joe Biden talks with Deanne Criswell, Administrator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), as he arrives at Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport in Greer, S.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, to survey damage from Hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during a vice presidential debate hosted by CBS News, with Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, speaks during a vice presidential debate hosted by CBS News, with Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump walks outside the Chez What furniture store as he visits Valdosta, Ga., a town impacted by Hurricane Helene, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris visits areas impacted by Hurricane Helene in Augusta, Ga., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 11 | 
            Marine One, with President Joe Biden on board, flies over areas impacted by Hurricane Helene over downtown Asheville, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh) (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            President Joe Biden talks with Asheville Mayor Esther Manheimer, as he arrives at Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport in Greer, S.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, to survey damage from Hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a briefing at the Augusta Emergency Operations Center as she visits areas impacted by Hurricane Helene, in Augusta, Ga., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris poses for a photo as she helps distribute food with the American Red Cross at the Henry Brigham Community Center in Augusta, Ga., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during a vice presidential debate hosted by CBS News, with Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 11

                                    
                                    Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, speaks during a vice presidential debate hosted by CBS News, with Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 11 | 
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris visits areas impacted by Hurricane Helene in Augusta, Ga., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Marine One, with President Joe Biden on board, flies over areas impacted by Hurricane Helene over downtown Asheville, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh) (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The devastation wrought by Hurricane Helene has brought climate change to the forefront of the presidential campaign after the issue lingered on the margins for months.
Vice President Kamala Harris traveled to Georgia Wednesday to see hard-hit areas, two days after her Republican opponent, former President Donald Trump, was in the state and criticized the federal response to the storm, which has killed at least 180 people. Thousands of people in the Carolinas still lack running water, cellphone service and electricity.
President Joe Biden toured some of the hardest-hit areas by helicopter on Wednesday. Biden, who has frequently been called on to survey damage and console victims after tornadoes, wildfires, tropical storms and other natural disasters, traveled to the Carolinas to get a closer look at the hurricane devastation. He is expected to visit Georgia and Florida later this week.

    


"Storms are getting stronger and stronger," Biden said after surveying damage near Asheville, North Carolina. At least 70 people died in the state.
"Nobody can deny the impact of the climate crisis any more,'' Biden said at a briefing in Raleigh, the state capital. "They must be brain dead if they do."




Harris, meanwhile, hugged and huddled with a family in hurricane-ravaged Augusta, Georgia.
"There is real pain and trauma that resulted because of this hurricane'' and its aftermath, Harris said outside a storm-damaged house with downed trees in the yard.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We are here for the long haul,'' she added.
The focus on the storm -- and its link to climate change -- was notable after climate change was only lightly mentioned in two presidential debates this year. The candidates instead focused on abortion rights, the economy, immigration and other issues.
The hurricane featured prominently in Tuesday's vice presidential debate as Republican JD Vance and Democrat Tim Walz were asked about the storm and the larger issue of climate change.

    


Both men called the hurricane a tragedy and agreed on the need for a strong federal response. But it was Walz, the governor of Minnesota, who put the storm in the context of a warming climate.
"There's no doubt this thing roared onto the scene faster and stronger than anything we've seen," he said.
Bob Henson, a meteorologist and writer with Yale Climate Connections, said it was no surprise that Helene is pushing both the federal disaster response and human-caused climate change into the campaign conversation.
"Weather disasters are often overlooked as a factor in big elections,'' he said. "Helene is a sprawling catastrophe, affecting millions of Americans. And it dovetails with several well-established links between hurricanes and climate change, including rapid intensification and intensified downpours."
More than 40 trillion gallons of rain drenched the Southeast in the last week, an amount that if concentrated in North Carolina would cover the state in 3 1/2 feet of water. "That's an astronomical amount of precipitation," said Ed Clark, head of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's National Water Center in Tuscaloosa, Alabama.

    


During Tuesday's debate, Walz credited Vance for past statements acknowledging that climate change is a problem. But he noted that Trump has called climate change "a hoax" and joked that rising seas "would make more beachfront property to be able to invest in.''

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Trump said in a speech Tuesday that "the planet has actually gotten little bit cooler recently," adding: "Climate change covers everything."
In fact, summer 2024 sweltered to Earth's hottest on record, making it likely this year will end up as the warmest humanity has measured, according to the European climate service Copernicus. Global records were shattered just last year as human-caused climate change, with a temporary boost from an El Nino, keeps dialing up temperatures and extreme weather, scientists said.
Vance, an Ohio senator, said he and Trump support clean air, clean water and "want the environment to be cleaner and safer." However, during Trump's four years in office, he took a series of actions to roll back more than 100 environmental regulations.

    


Vance sidestepped a question about whether he agrees with Trump's statement that climate change is a hoax. "What the president has said is that if the Democrats -- in particular Kamala Harris and her leadership -- really believe that climate change is serious, what they would be doing is more manufacturing and more energy production in the United States of America. And that's not what they're doing," he said.
"This idea that carbon (dioxide) emissions drives all of the climate change. Well, let's just say that's true just for the sake of argument. So we're not arguing about weird science. If you believe that, what would you want to do?" Vance asked. 
The answer, he said, is to "produce as much energy as possible in the United States of America, because we're the cleanest economy in the entire world.''

    


Vance claimed that policies by Biden and Harris actually help China, because many solar panels, lithium-ion batteries and other materials used in renewable energy and electric vehicles are made in China and imported to the United States.
Walz rebutted that claim, noting that the Inflation Reduction Act, the Democrats' signature climate law approved in 2022, includes the largest-ever investment in domestic clean energy production. The law, for which Harris cast the deciding vote, has created 200,000 jobs across the country, including in Ohio and Minnesota, Walz said. Vance was not in the Senate when the law was approved.
"We are producing more natural gas and more oil (in the United States) than we ever have," Walz said. "We're also producing more clean energy."
The comment echoed a remark by Harris in last month's presidential debate. The Biden-Harris administration has overseen "the largest increase in domestic oil production in history because of an approach that recognizes that we cannot over rely on foreign oil," Harris said then.
While Biden rarely mentions it, domestic fossil fuel production under his administration is at an all-time high. Crude oil production averaged 12.9 million barrels a day last year, eclipsing a previous record set in 2019 under Trump, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration.
Democrats want to continue investments in renewable energy such as wind and solar power -- and not just because supporters of the Green New Deal want that, Walz said.
"My farmers know climate change is real. They've seen 500-year droughts, 500-year floods back to back. But what they're doing is adapting,'' he said.

"The solution for us is to continue to move forward, (accept) that climate change is real" and reduce reliance on fossil fuels, Walz said, adding that the administration is doing exactly that.
"We are seeing us becoming an energy superpower for the future, not just the current'' time, he said.
___
Associated Press writers Colleen Long in Raleigh, North Carolina, and Christopher Megerian in Augusta, Georgia, contributed to this report.
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            FILE - Rep. Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., listens as the House select committee investigating the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol holds a hearing at the Capitol in Washington, June 28, 2022. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris boards Air Force Two at Augusta Regional Airport in Augusta, Ga., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, en route to Washington, after visiting the area impacted by Hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Liz Cheney, one of Donald Trump's fiercest Republican antagonists, will join Democrat Kamala Harris at a campaign event in Wisconsin on Thursday aimed at reaching out to moderate voters and rattling the former president.
Cheney was the top Republican on the House committee that investigated the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection, earning Trump's disdain and effectively exiling herself from her own party.
Cheney lost her Wyoming seat to a Trump-endorsed candidate two years ago and she endorsed Harris, the Democratic nominee, last month. The two women will appear together in a historic white schoolhouse in Ripon, where a series of meetings held in 1854 to oppose slavery's expansion led to the birth of the Republican Party.
Harris is opening a two-day stay in Wisconsin and Michigan, and Trump will be in Michigan on Thursday as the two candidates grapple for wins in the "blue wall" battleground states, which also include Pennsylvania.

    


President Joe Biden said Thursday that he wasn't concerned about a Trump-Harris race coming down to the wire because, "It always gets this close."
"She's gonna do fine," Biden said of Harris to reporters on the South Lawn of the White House on his way to visit storm-ravaged Georgia and Florida. He added that Harris' running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, did well in his debate with Republican vice presidential nominee JD Vance during Tuesday's debate in New York. 




"The other guy lost the debate," Biden said. "He misrepresented everything."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Harris' visit to Wisconsin also comes one day after a federal judge unsealed a 165-page court filing outlining prosecutors' case against Trump for his attempt to overturn his 2020 election defeat. Trump has pleaded not guilty to charges of conspiracy and obstruction.
It's uncommon, to say the least, for a candidate to give a nod to the origins of the opposing party in the closing weeks of a presidential campaign. Not only that, the Cheney name was once anathema to Democrats who deplored Dick Cheney, Liz's father, for his role as vice president under George W. Bush.

    


But now both Cheneys are backing Harris, part of a cadre of current and former Republican officials who have broken with the vast majority of their party, which remains in Trump's corner. Harris wants to portray her candidacy as a patriotic choice for independent and conservative voters who were disturbed by Trump's unwillingness to cede power. Trump continues to deny his defeat with false claims of voter fraud.
Harris on Friday will hold a campaign rally in Flint, Michigan, continuing her tour of states that have been critical to Democratic victories. Trump won Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and Michigan in 2016, and Joe Biden won them in 2020.
Trump on Thursday will hold a rally in Saginaw County, a bellwether in the center of the state.

The Republican candidate has ramped up his focus on Michigan, holding two rallies there less than a week ago. In 2020, Biden's win in Saginaw County by a slim 303 votes contributed to his victory in the state.
___
Associated Press writer Joey Cappelletti in Lansing, Michigan, contributed to this report.
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            A newly unsealed court filing lays out fresh details from the landmark criminal case against former president Donald Trump after trying to overturn the 2020 election. It argues that the former president is not entitled to immunity from prosecution.
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            FILE - Special counsel Jack Smith speaks to the media about an indictment of former President Donald Trump, Aug. 1, 2023, in Washington. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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            FILE - Special counsel Jack Smith speaks to the media about an indictment of former President Donald Trump, Aug. 1, 2023, in Washington. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Donald Trump laid the groundwork to try to overturn the 2020 election even before he lost, knowingly pushed false claims of voter fraud and "resorted to crimes" in his failed bid to cling to power, according to a court filing unsealed Wednesday that offers new evidence from the landmark criminal case against the former president.
The filing from special counsel Jack Smith's team offers the most comprehensive view to date of what prosecutors intend to prove if the case charging Trump with conspiring to overturn the election reaches trial. Although a months-long congressional investigation and the indictment itself have chronicled in stark detail Trump's efforts to undo the election, the filing cites previously unknown accounts offered by Trump's closest aides to paint a portrait of an "increasingly desperate" president who, while losing his grip on the White House, "used deceit to target every stage of the electoral process."

    


"So what?" the filing quotes Trump as telling an aide after being advised that his vice president, Mike Pence, had been rushed to a secure location after a crowd of violent Trump supporters stormed the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, to try to prevent the counting of electoral votes.




"The details don't matter," Trump said, when told by an adviser that a lawyer who was mounting his legal challenges wouldn't be able to prove the false allegations in court, the filing states.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The brief was made public over the Trump legal team's objections in the final month of a closely contested presidential race in which Democrats have sought to make Trump's refusal to accept the election results four years ago central to their claims that he is unfit for office. The issue flared as recently as Tuesday night's vice presidential debate when Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, a Democrat, lamented the violence at the Capitol while a Republican opponent, Ohio Sen. JD Vance, refused to directly answer when asked whether Trump had lost the 2020 race.

    


The filing was submitted, initially under seal, following a Supreme Court opinion that conferred broad immunity on former presidents for official acts they take in office, a decision that narrowed the scope of the prosecution and eliminated the possibility of a trial before next month's election.
The purpose of the brief is to persuade U.S. District Judge Tanya Chutkan that the offenses charged in the indictment were undertaken in Trump's private, rather than presidential, capacity and can therefore remain part of the case as it moves forward. Chutkan permitted a redacted version to be made public, even though Trump's lawyers argued that it was unfair to unseal it so close to the election. 
Though the prospects of a trial are uncertain, particularly if Trump wins the presidency and a new attorney general seeks the dismissal of the case, the brief nonetheless functions as a roadmap for the testimony and evidence prosecutors would elicit before a jury. It is now up to Chutkan to decide which of Trump's acts are official conduct for which Trump is immune from prosecution and which are, in the words of Smith's team, "private crimes" on which the case can proceed.

    


"Although the defendant was the incumbent President during the charged conspiracies, his scheme was fundamentally a private one," Smith's team wrote, adding, "When the defendant lost the 2020 presidential election, he resorted to crimes to try to stay in office."
Trump campaign spokesman Steven Cheung called the brief "falsehood-ridden" and "unconstitutional" and repeated oft-stated allegations that Smith and Democrats were "hell-bent on weaponizing the Justice Department." Trump, in a separate post on his Truth Social platform, said the case would end with his "complete victory."
The filing alleges that Trump "laid the groundwork" for rejecting the election results before the contest was over, telling advisers that in the event he held an early lead he would "declare victory before the ballots were counted and any winner was projected."

    


Immediately after the election, prosecutors say, his advisers sought to sow chaos in the counting of votes. In one instance, a campaign employee described as a Trump co-conspirator was told that results favoring Democrat Joe Biden at a Michigan polling center appeared accurate. The person is alleged to have replied: "find a reason it isnt" and "give me options to file litigation."
Prosecutors also alleged that Trump advanced claims of fraud despite knowing they were false, recounting how he conceded to others that allegations of election irregularities made by attorney Sidney Powell were "crazy" and referenced the science fiction series "Star Trek." Even so, days later, he promoted on Twitter a lawsuit she was about to file.
In demonstrating his apparent indifference to the accuracy of the election fraud claims, prosecutors also cite an account of a White House staffer who after the election overheard Trump telling his wife, daughter and son-in-law on Marine One: "It doesn't matter if you won or lost the election. You still have to fight like hell."

    


The filing also includes details of conversations between Trump and Pence, including a private lunch on Nov. 12, 2020, in which Pence "reiterated a face-saving option" for Trump, telling him, "Don't concede but recognize the process is over."
In another lunch days later, Pence urged Trump to accept the election results and run again in 2024.
"I don't know, 2024 is so far off," Trump told him, the filing states.
Prosecutors say that by Dec. 5, the defendant was starting to think about Congress' role in the process.
"For the first time, he mentioned to Pence the possibility of challenging the election results in the House of Representatives," it says, citing a phone call.
But, prosecutors wrote, Trump "disregarded" Pence "in the same way he disregarded dozens of court decisions that unanimously rejected his and his allies' legal claims, and that he disregarded officials in the targeted states -- including those in his own party -- who stated publicly that he had lost and that his specific fraud allegations were false."
Pence chronicled some of his interactions with Trump, and his eventual split with him, in a 2022 book called "So Help Me God." He also was ordered to appear before the grand jury investigating Trump after courts rejected claims of executive privilege.
Prosecutors also argue Trump used his Twitter account to spread false claims of election fraud, attacking "those speaking the truth" about his loss and exhorting his supporters to travel to Washington for the Jan. 6, 2021, certification. 
They intend to use "forensic evidence" from Trump's iPhone to provide insight into Trump's actions after the Capitol attack.
Of the more than 1,200 Tweets Trump sent during the weeks detailed in the indictment, prosecutors say, the vast majority were about the 2020 election, including those falsely claiming Pence could reject electors even though the vice president had told Trump that he had no such power.
That "steady stream of disinformation" culminated in his speech at the Ellipse on the morning of Jan. 6, 2021, where Trump "used these lies to inflame and motivate the large and angry crowd of his supporters to march to the Capitol and disrupt the certification proceeding," prosecutors wrote.

His "personal desperation was at its zenith" that morning as he was "only hours from the certification proceeding that spelled the end," prosecutors wrote.
___
Associated Press writers Jill Colvin and Lisa Mascaro contributed to this report.
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            The 45,000 dockworkers who went on strike Tuesday for the first time in decades at 36 U.S. ports from Maine to Texas may wield the upper hand in their standoff with port operators over wages and the use of automation.
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            Hundreds of longshoremen strike together outside of the Virginia International Gateway in Portsmouth, Va., Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (Billy Schuerman/The Virginian-Pilot via AP)
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            Dockworker Meikysha Wright and others strike outside the Virginia International Gateway in Portsmouth, Va., Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (Billy Schuerman/The Virginian-Pilot via AP)
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            FILE - Ship to shore cranes work the container ship CMA CGM Laperouse at the Georgia Ports Authority's Port of Savannah, Sept. 29, 2021, in Savannah, Ga. (AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton, File)
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            FILE - Ship to shore cranes work the container ship CMA CGM Laperouse at the Georgia Ports Authority's Port of Savannah, Sept. 29, 2021, in Savannah, Ga. (AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. ports from Maine to Texas shut down this week when the union representing about 45,000 dockworkers went on strike for the first time since 1977.
Workers began walking picket lines early Tuesday near ports all along the East and Gulf coasts. 
A shutdown that lasts more than a few weeks has the potential to raise prices and create shortages of goods throughout the country as the holiday shopping season -- along with a tight presidential election -- approaches.
President Joe Biden told reporters Thursday that he thought progress was being made in ending the strike. Asked how much, Biden said "We'll find out soon."
What are the issues in the dockworkers strike? 
The International Longshoremen's Association is demanding significantly higher wages and a total ban on the automation of cranes, gates and container-moving trucks that are used in the loading or unloading of freight at 36 U.S. ports. Those ports handle roughly half of the nations' cargo from ships.

    


The contract between the ILA and the United States Maritime Alliance, which represents the ports, expired Tuesday. 
The union's opening demand was a 77% pay raise over the six-year life of the contract, with President Harold Daggett saying that it would make up for inflation and years of small raises. ILA members make a base salary of about $81,000 per year, but some can pull in over $200,000 annually with large amounts of overtime.




On Monday, before workers hit the picket lines, the alliance said it had increased its offer to 50% raises over six years, and it pledged to keep limits on automation in place from the old contract. The alliance also said its offer tripled employer contributions to retirement plans and strengthened health care options.
Which ports are affected?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While any port can handle any type of goods, some ports are specialized to handle goods for a particular industry. The ports affected by the shutdown include Baltimore and Brunswick, Georgia, the top two busiest auto ports; Philadelphia, which gives priority to fruits and vegetables; and New Orleans, which handles coffee, mainly from South America and Southeast Asia, various chemicals from Mexico and North Europe, and wood products from Asia and South America.

    


Other major ports affected include Boston; New York/New Jersey; Norfolk, Virginia; Wilmington, North Carolina; Charleston, South Carolina; Savannah, Georgia; Tampa, Florida; Mobile, Alabama; and Houston.
Can the government intervene? 
If a strike were deemed a danger to U.S. economic health, President Joe Biden could, under the 1947 Taft-Hartley Act, seek a court order for an 80-day cooling-off period. This would suspend the strike.
But during an exchange with reporters on Sunday, Biden said "no" when asked if he planned to intervene.
"Because it's collective bargaining, I don't believe in Taft-Hartley," Biden said.
How will this affect consumers? 
If the strike is resolved within a few weeks, consumers probably wouldn't notice any significant shortages or price hikes. But a work stoppage that persists for more than a month could be a different story, depending on what you're shopping for. Most holiday retail goods have already arrived from overseas, so there is a buffer. Prices on everything from fruits and vegetables to cars may head higher, at least temporarily, if it drags on. 

    


That would be unwelcome news after snarled supply chains sent prices jetting higher at the end of the pandemic, and could be potentially damaging politically with Election Day about a month away. 
The "sell-by" clock never stops ticking
Container loads of highly perishable bananas are stuck at some ports and Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack told reporters Thursday that it will be hard to retrieve them due to the strike. Biden has urged shipping companies in particular to try harder to resolve the dispute, he said.
"That's the most effective way of getting the bananas to wherever they need to go. And hopefully the shippers will come to the table," Vilsack said. "The union will come to the table. Collective bargaining will work, and we'll get this resolved quickly."
Limiting the duration of this strike is the key to preventing shortages and higher prices, Vilsack said.

    


"Our assessment is if this lasts a couple of weeks, we're not talking about a significant disruption," he said. "If you get into months, then obviously that's a different situation."
Businesses are making contingency plans
Since the major supply chain disruption in 2021, retailers have adapted to supply chain disrupters being the new norm, said Rick Haase, owner of a mini-chain of Patina gift shops in and around the Twin Cities in Minnesota.
"The best approach for Patina has been to secure orders early and have the goods in our warehouse and back rooms to ensure we are in stock on key goods," Haase said.
Still, housing those goods for longer can have an inflationary impact at the register because retailers will need to recoup those storage costs, or absorb them. 
Jay Foreman, CEO of Basic Fun, a Boca Raton, Florida, the maker of Care Bears and Lincoln Logs, has already shifted all of the toy company's container shipments away from the East Coast to West Coast ports, primarily Los Angeles and Long Beach. That too, comes with a cost. 

    


The maneuver added anywhere from 10% to 20% in extra costs that his company will have to absorb because Basic Fun's prices for the next 10 months are locked in with retailers. But Foreman would consider raising prices during the second half of 2025 if the strike is prolonged.
Daniel Vasquez, who owns the import, export specialty company Dynamic Auto Movers in Miami, increased inventory, specifically for vehicles that take longer to ship, in anticipation of a strike.
He too stopped relying on one port or shipping partner and has expanded his relationship with smaller ports and shipping companies that can bypass congested areas.
How will a strike affect holiday shopping? 
Jonathan Gold, vice president of the supply chain and customs policy at the National Retail Federation, the nation's largest retail trade group, said the strike arrives with the supply network already facing challenges from Houthi attacks on commercial shipping that have essentially shut down the use of the Red Sea and Suez Canal. 
Rising uncertainty over the supply chain arrives at the peak of the holiday shipping season for retailers, which traditionally runs from July through early November. Many big retailers, anticipating a strike, started shipping goods to U.S. distribution centers in June, and Gold said that the majority of those products are already in the U.S.
Yet on top of the cost of storing goods for longer, retailers will have a hard time replenishing their inventory should the strike drag on, and as Gold pointed out, carriers are already announcing surcharges on shipped containers due to potential disruptions.
Toy companies had ready diverted many shipments through Los Angeles in anticipation of a strike and inventories at stores are right now are healthy, said Greg Ahearn who leads The Toy Association, the nation's leading toy trade group. He said Wednesday that the strike becomes more problematic with time, specifically in satisfying demand for popular toys as Christmas approaches. 
As much as 60% of annual sales for toy companies occur during the current quarter, Ahearn said. 

"The longer this goes on, the higher probability that toys that parents and caregivers want for their children will be scarce and with scarcity comes the potential for higher prices," he said
___
AP Writers Tom Krisher, Stephen Groves and Colleen Long contributed to this report.
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            RowVaughn Wells, left, mother of Tyre Nichols, prays with family and friends before entering the federal courthouse for the trial of three former Memphis police officers charged in the 2023 fatal beating of her son Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Friends and family of Tyre Nichols gather to pray before entering the federal courthouse for the trial of three former Memphis police officers charged in the 2023 fatal beating Nichols, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Tadarrius Bean one of three former Memphis police officers charged in the 2023 fatal beating of Tyre Nichols, arrives at the federal courthouse for the day's proceedings Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Justin Smith, one of three former Memphis police officers charged in the 2023 fatal beating of Tyre Nichols, arrives at the federal courthouse for the day's proceedings Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Demetrius Haley, one of three former Memphis police officers charged in the 2023 fatal beating of Tyre Nichols, arrives at the federal courthouse for the day's proceedings Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Justin Smith, one of three former Memphis police officers charged in the 2023 fatal beating of Tyre Nichol, arrives at the federal courthouse for the day's proceedings on Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. (AP Photo/Karen Pulfer Focht)
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            FILE - The image from video released on Jan. 27, 2023, by the City of Memphis, shows Tyre Nichols during a brutal attack by five Memphis police officers on Jan. 7, 2023, in Memphis, Tenn. (City of Memphis via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 10 | 
            FILE - This combo of images provided by the Memphis, Tenn., Police Department shows, top row from left, officers Tadarrius Bean, Demetrius Haley, Emmitt Martin III, and bottom row from left, Desmond Mills Jr. and Justin Smith. (Memphis Police Department via AP, File)
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            FILE - The screen at the Smoothie King Center in New Orleans honors Tyre Nichols before an NBA basketball game between the New Orleans Pelicans and the Washington Wizards, Jan. 28, 2023. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton, File)
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            Family and friends of Tyre Nichols, pray before entering the federal courthouse for the trial of three former Memphis police officers charged in the 2023 fatal beating of Nichols, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Friends and family of Tyre Nichols gather to pray before entering the federal courthouse for the trial of three former Memphis police officers charged in the 2023 fatal beating Nichols, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Tadarrius Bean one of three former Memphis police officers charged in the 2023 fatal beating of Tyre Nichols, arrives at the federal courthouse for the day's proceedings Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Justin Smith, one of three former Memphis police officers charged in the 2023 fatal beating of Tyre Nichols, arrives at the federal courthouse for the day's proceedings Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Demetrius Haley, one of three former Memphis police officers charged in the 2023 fatal beating of Tyre Nichols, arrives at the federal courthouse for the day's proceedings Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Justin Smith, one of three former Memphis police officers charged in the 2023 fatal beating of Tyre Nichol, arrives at the federal courthouse for the day's proceedings on Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. (AP Photo/Karen Pulfer Focht)
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            FILE - The image from video released on Jan. 27, 2023, by the City of Memphis, shows Tyre Nichols during a brutal attack by five Memphis police officers on Jan. 7, 2023, in Memphis, Tenn. (City of Memphis via AP, File)
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                                    FILE - The image from video released on Jan. 27, 2023, by the City of Memphis, shows Tyre Nichols during a brutal attack by five Memphis police officers on Jan. 7, 2023, in Memphis, Tenn. (City of Memphis via AP, File)
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            FILE - This combo of images provided by the Memphis, Tenn., Police Department shows, top row from left, officers Tadarrius Bean, Demetrius Haley, Emmitt Martin III, and bottom row from left, Desmond Mills Jr. and Justin Smith. (Memphis Police Department via AP, File)
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            FILE - The screen at the Smoothie King Center in New Orleans honors Tyre Nichols before an NBA basketball game between the New Orleans Pelicans and the Washington Wizards, Jan. 28, 2023. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton, File)
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            Family and friends of Tyre Nichols, pray before entering the federal courthouse for the trial of three former Memphis police officers charged in the 2023 fatal beating of Nichols, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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                                        MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) -- The future of three former Memphis officers charged with violating Tyre Nichols' civil rights in a beating that proved fatal is in the hands of a jury after a nearly monthlong federal trial. 
Jurors began their deliberations Thursday, a day after prosecutors and defense attorneys presented closing arguments in the trial of Tadarrius Bean, Demetrius Haley and Justin Smith. They were among five officers who were were fired from the Memphis Police Department after the Jan. 7, 2023, beating.
Prosecutor Kathryn Gilbert told jurors that the officers wanted to punish Nichols for running from a traffic stop and that they thought they could get away with it. Prosecutors argued the beating reflected a common police practice that officers refer to as the "street tax" or "run tax. " 
"They wanted it to be a beatdown," Gilbert said. "That's what it was."

    


Defense lawyers sought to downplay each of their client's involvement. 
Bean's attorney, John Keith Perry, told jurors that Nichols ignored commands such as "give me your hands" and said his client followed department policies. 
"The force was not excessive," Perry said.




Throughout the trial, jurors repeatedly watched clips of graphic police video of the beating and traffic stop that preceded it. The video shows officers using pepper spray and a Taser on Nichols, who was Black, before the 29-year-old ran away. The five officers, who also are Black, then punched, kicked and hit him about a block from his home, as he called out for his mother.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

As they held Nichols, officers said "hit him" and "beat that man," prosecutor Forrest Christian said during closing arguments.
"This was not a fight. This was just a beating," Christian said. 
Nichols died three days later. An autopsy report shows Nichols -- the father of a boy who is now 7 -- died from blows to the head. The report describes brain injuries, and cuts and bruises on his head and elsewhere on his body.

    


Two of the officers, Emmitt Martin and Desmond Mills Jr., pleaded guilty to depriving Nichols of his civil rights and testified for prosecutors. Haley, Bean and Smith pleaded not guilty to federal charges of excessive force, failure to intervene, and obstructing justice through witness tampering.
Defense lawyers sought to portray Martin as a principal aggressor. They also suggested without evidence that Nichols may have been on drugs -- something Christian called "shameful." The autopsy report showed only low amounts of alcohol and marijuana in his system. 
The five officers were part of the Scorpion Unit, which looked for drugs, illegal guns and violent offenders. It was disbanded after Nichols' death. 
After the beating, the officers did not tell medical professionals on scene or at the hospital that they had punched and kicked Nichols in the head, witnesses said. They also failed tell their supervisor on the scene and write in required forms about the amount of force used, prosecutors argued. 
Martin testified that Nichols was no threat to officers
Martin's testimony provided a glimpse into the Memphis Police Department's culture, which the U.S. Department of Justice is investigating. 

    


Martin discussed an understanding between members of the Scorpion Unit to not tell on each other after they used excessive force and said they would justify their use of force by exaggerating the person's actions against them. He also described feeling pressure to make arrests to accumulate "stats" to be able to stay on the street with the unit. 

The five officers also have been charged with second-degree murder in state court, where they pleaded not guilty. Mills and Martin are expected to change their pleas. A trial date in state court has not been set. 
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            Women grieve at the port of Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo, after a ferry carrying hundreds capsized on arrival Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            People gather at the port of Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo, after a ferry carrying hundreds capsized on arrival Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            People gather at the port of Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo, after a ferry carrying hundreds capsized on arrival Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024, killing scores. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            An ambulance carries victims away from the port of Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo, after a ferry carrying hundreds capsized on arrival Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            An ambulance arrives at the port of Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo, after a ferry carrying hundreds capsized on arrival Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            Onlookers gather at the port of Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo, after a ferry carrying hundreds capsized on arrival Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            An ambulance carries victims away from the port of Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo, after a ferry carrying hundreds capsized on arrival Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            People gather at the port of Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo, after a ferry carrying hundreds capsized on arrival Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024, killing scores. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            People gather at the port of Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo, after a ferry carrying hundreds capsized on arrival Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024, killing scores. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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                                        GOMA, Congo (AP) -- A boat carrying scores of passengers capsized on Lake Kivu in eastern Congo on Thursday, killing at least 50 people, witnesses told The Associated Press. 
It was not immediately clear exactly how many people were on board or how many perished but witnesses said they saw rescue services recover at least 50 bodies from the water. They said 10 people survived and were taken to the local hospital.
The boat, overloaded with passengers, sank while trying to dock just meters (yards) away from the port of Kituku, the witnesses said. It was going from Minova in South Kivu province to Goma, in North Kivu province.
Local authorities said that the rescue efforts continued and the death toll remained unknown for the moment. In February, the majority of the 50 passengers aboard a wooden boat were presumed dead after the vessel capsized on Lake Kivu. 

    


"This boat was carrying about a hundred people when it had the capacity for about thirty passengers," the governor of the province of South Kivu Jean-Jacques Purusi told a local radio station following the accident. 
It was the latest deadly boat accident in the central African country, where overcrowding on vessels is often to blame. Maritime regulations also are often not followed. 




Congolese officials have often warned against overloading and vowed to punish those violating safety measures for water transportation. But in remote areas where most passengers come from, many are unable to afford public transport for the few available roads.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In June, an overloaded boat sank near the capital of Kinshasa and 80 passengers lost their lives. In January, 22 people died on Lake Mai-Ndombe and in April 2023, six were killed and 64 went missing on Lake Kivu.
Witnesses said the boat that capsized on Thursday was visibly overcrowded.
"I was at the port of Kituku when I saw the boat arriving from Minova, full of passengers," Francine Munyi told the AP. "It started to lose its balance and sank into the lake. Some people threw themselves into the water."

    


"Many died, and few were saved," she added. "I couldn't help them because I don't know how to swim."
The victims' families and Goma residents gathered at the port of Kituku, accusing authorities of negligence in the face of growing insecurity in the region. 
Since the fighting between the armed forces and the M23 rebels made the road between the cities of Goma and Minova impassable, forcing the closure of the passage to trucks transporting food, many traders have resorted to maritime transport on Lake Kivu. It's an alternative considered safer than road traffic, which is threatened by insecurity.
But according to Elia Asumani, a shipping agent who works on this line, the situation has become dangerous: 
"We are afraid," he told the AP. "This shipwreck was predictable."
Bienfait Sematumba, 27, said he lost four family members. 
"They are all dead. I am alone now," he said, sobbing. "If the authorities had ended the war, this shipwreck would never have happened."
The survivors, about 10 of them, were taken to Kyeshero hospital for treatment. One of them, Neema Chimanga, said she was still in shock.


    


"We saw the boat start to fill with water halfway," she recounted to the AP. "The door of the boat opened, and we tried to close it. But the water was already coming in, and the boat tilted."
"I threw myself into the water and started swimming," she said. "I don't know how I got out of the water."
___
Kamale reported from Kinshasa, Congo.
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Typhoon Krathon makes landfall in Taiwan, packing fierce winds and torrential rain
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            A fire at a hospital in southern Taiwan killed at least nine people Thursday as the island was being battered by a typhoon. The fire occurred in Pingtung county, which has been hit hard by Typhoon Krathon, which made landfall in the afternoon with torrential rains and heavy winds and has brought parts of the island to a standstill.
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            A man struggles in the heavy wind and rain generated by Typhoon Krathon in Kaohsiung, southern Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            A fallen signage lies on the pavement as as Typhoon Krathon makes landfall in Kaohsiung, southern Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            A man pushes a motorbike through a flooded road as Typhoon Krathon makes landfall in Kaohsiung, southern Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            Trees are blown down the path of Love River Park as Typhoon Krathon makes landfall in Kaohsiung, southern Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            A man pedals through a flooded road as Typhoon Krathon makes landfall in Kaohsiung, southern Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 13 | 
            A view of Love River as Typhoon Krathon arrives in Kaohsiung, southern Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            A hotel staff prepares to move a human figure from the doorway to inside as Typhoon Krathon arrives in Kaohsiung, southern Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            Wind and rain blow through Kaohsiung, southern Taiwan, as Typhoon Krathon arrives Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            A woman struggles in the wind and rain generated by Typhoon Krathon in Kaohsiung, southern Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            A street view from a hotel that taped the glass of its front door as Typhoon Krathon arrives in Kaohsiung, southern Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            Traffic cones litter the pavement as Typhoon Krathon arrives in Kaohsiung, southern Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            A man rides in the wind and rain generated by Typhoon Krathon in Kaohsiung, southern Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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        Typhoon Krathon makes landfall in Taiwan, packing fierce winds and torrential rain
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                                    A fire at a hospital in southern Taiwan killed at least nine people Thursday as the island was being battered by a typhoon. The fire occurred in Pingtung county, which has been hit hard by Typhoon Krathon, which made landfall in the afternoon with torrential rains and heavy winds and has brought parts of the island to a standstill.
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            A man struggles in the heavy wind and rain generated by Typhoon Krathon in Kaohsiung, southern Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            A man pushes a motorbike through a flooded road as Typhoon Krathon makes landfall in Kaohsiung, southern Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            A man pedals through a flooded road as Typhoon Krathon makes landfall in Kaohsiung, southern Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            A view of Love River as Typhoon Krathon arrives in Kaohsiung, southern Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            A hotel staff prepares to move a human figure from the doorway to inside as Typhoon Krathon arrives in Kaohsiung, southern Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            Wind and rain blow through Kaohsiung, southern Taiwan, as Typhoon Krathon arrives Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            A woman struggles in the wind and rain generated by Typhoon Krathon in Kaohsiung, southern Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            A man rides in the wind and rain generated by Typhoon Krathon in Kaohsiung, southern Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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                                        KAOHSIUNG, Taiwan (AP) -- Typhoon Krathon made landfall Thursday in Taiwan's major port city of Kaohsiung, bringing torrential rains and fierce winds to the island's south. Trees were brought down by high winds and roads were flooded, prompting the closure of schools and businesses. 
Krathon made landfall in the industrial Siaogang district of Kaohsiung around 12:40 p.m., the Central Weather Administration said. It packed maximum sustained winds of 126 kph (78 mph) with gusts of 162 kph (101 mph). 
The typhoon was forecast to move slowly north and weaken into a tropical depression by Friday before it reaches the capital, Taipei. It was expected to then head across the Taiwan Strait toward the Chinese coast. Winds were strong in Taipei on Thursday, but there was little rain. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Kaohsiung earlier urged its residents to take cover from potentially disastrous winds and rain, which tore down storefronts and flooded car parks but caused no reported loss of life. 

    


The slow-moving typhoon, which approached Taiwan at a speed of about 4 kph (2.5 mph), doused eastern and southern parts of the island over the past five days, forcing thousands to evacuate from mountainous or low-lying areas. Two days of closures are believed to have taken a significant toll on the island's high-tech economy that relies heavily on foreign trade. 




Gusts and heavy rains pelted empty streets in Kaohsiung, while life in Taipei, 350 kilometers (215 miles) to the north, was only slightly disrupted. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Many residents woke up Thursday to mobile phone alerts urging them to take shelter from the potentially dangerous winds. The weather administration posted a Facebook message warning Kaohsiung and Pingtung county residents not to go outside when the eye of the storm passes above their area and the weather calms briefly, because the winds would pick up again afterward.
Weather-related events attributed to Krathon injured at least 123 people around the island, according to Taiwan's fire department. Two people died -- one after driving into fallen rocks on the road in the southeastern Taitung county, and the other while trimming tree branches in the city of Hualien. Two others remained missing.

    


A fire at a hospital in Pingtung County killed at least nine people early Thursday. The deaths were attributed to smoke and the cause was under investigation. It was not immediately clear whether the blaze was related to the typhoon.
Thousands were evacuated from areas vulnerable to mudslides and landslides. Almost 40,000 troops were on standby to help with rescue efforts.
Mountainous areas in the island's south have received up to 169 centimeters (5.5 feet) of rain over the past five days.
China's weather agency said some eastern and southern parts of Taiwan are set to receive extremely heavy rains of up to 40 centimeters (1.3 feet) over the next 24 hours.
Typhoons rarely hit Taiwan's west coast, affecting instead the mountainous eastern side of the island.

Kaohsiung officials, in urging residents to be vigilant about the weather, recalled the destruction brought by Typhoon Thelma, which in 1977 badly damaged the city and caused 37 deaths.
Earlier in the week, Typhoon Krathon lashed northern Philippine islands, killing four people and displacing at least 5,000, officials said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/taiwan-typhoon-krathon-rain-e4acaaf0fbf22779c1f0124ee2f2712b



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The Grammys' voting body is more diverse, with 66% new members. What does it mean for the awards?
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                    FILE - Grammy Awards are displayed at the Grammy Museum Experience at Prudential Center in Newark, N.J. on Oct. 10, 2017. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- For years, the Grammy Awards have been criticized over a lack of diversity -- artists of color and women left out of top prizes; rap and contemporary R&B stars ignored -- a reflection of the Recording Academy's electorate. An evolving voting body, 66% of whom have joined in the last five years, is working to remedy that.
At last year's awards, women dominated the major categories; every televised competitive Grammy went to at least one woman. It stems from a commitment the Recording Academy made five years ago: In 2019, the Academy announced it would add 2,500 women to its voting body by 2025. Under the Grammys' new membership model, the Recording Academy has surpassed that figure ahead of the deadline: More than 3,000 female voting members have been added, it announced Thursday.
"It's definitely something that we're all very proud of," Harvey Mason jr., academy president and CEO, told The Associated Press. "It tells me that we were severely underrepresented in that area."

    


Reform at the Record Academy dates back to the creation of a task force focused on inclusion and diversity after a previous CEO, Neil Portnow, made comments belittling women at the height of the #MeToo movement.


Since 2019, approximately 8,700 new members have been added to the voting body. In total, there are now more than 16,000 members and more than 13,000 of them are voting members, up from about 14,000 in 2023 (11,000 of which were voting members). In that time, the academy has increased its number of members who identify as people of color by 63%.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's not an all-new voting body," Mason assures. "We're very specific and intentional in who we asked to be a part of our academy by listening and learning from different genres and different groups that felt like they were being overlooked, or they weren't being heard."
Mason says that in the last five years, the Recording Academy has "requalified 100% of our members, which is a huge step." There are voters who have let their membership lapse -- and those who no longer qualify to be a voting member have been removed. 

    


There have been renewal review processes in the past, but under the current model, becoming a voting member requires proof of a primary career in music, two recommendations from industry peers and 12 credits in a single creative profession, at least five of which must be from the last five years.
Comparisons might be made to the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, which announced in 2016 that it would restrict Oscars voting privileges to active members -- ineligible parties included those who haven't worked in three decades since joining the Academy, unless they themselves are nominated -- as a response to #OscarsSoWhite criticisms of its lack of diversity. As a result, some members protested that the new measures unjustly scapegoated older academy members. The film academy has also grown its membership, adding more women and people from underrepresented racial and ethnic communities.
The Recording Academy sought to increase its voting body by reaching out to different, underrepresented communities, says Mason. "Let's take the time to understand why those people aren't engaging with us, figure out how we can fix that," he said. "And once we fixed it, then let's invite them or ask them if they would like to be a part of our organization. So, it was a multi-step process."

    


Since 2019, the Recording Academy has also seen growth in voters across different racial backgrounds: 100% growth in AAPI voters, 90% growth in Black voters and 43% growth in Latino voters.
Still, Mason sees room to grow. Of the current voting membership, 66% are men, 49% are white and 66% are over the age of 40. 
"Going forward, we're going to continue the work. We're going to continue to grow," he says. 

That might not look like a public commitment to a specific figure, but Mason promises "that our goals will be to be the most relevant, the most reflective, the most accurately representative of the music community that is humanly possible."
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Live updates: Countries scramble to evacuate their citizens from Lebanon amid fears of a wider offensive

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    An Israeli airstrike on an apartment in central Beirut has killed nine people, according to Lebanon's health ministry. 
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How Black leaders in New York are grappling with Eric Adams and representation

    How Black leaders in New York are grappling with Eric Adams and representation
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            The indictment of New York City mayor Eric Adams on federal bribery charges has sparked debates among Black elected leaders and community advocates about how you can appreciate representation, and the potential loss of it, while also holding folks accountable for the communities they represent. (AP Video: Noreen Nasir)
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            Federal prosecutors say they might bring additional charges against New York City Mayor Eric Adams and indict others in the corruption case against him.
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            Faith leaders and other supporters pray over New York City Mayor Eric Adams, center, during a rally and prayer vigil on the steps of City Hall in New York, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            New York City Mayor Eric Adams speaks while surrounded by faith leaders and other supporters during a rally and prayer vigil on the steps of City Hall in New York, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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                                    The indictment of New York City mayor Eric Adams on federal bribery charges has sparked debates among Black elected leaders and community advocates about how you can appreciate representation, and the potential loss of it, while also holding folks accountable for the communities they represent. (AP Video: Noreen Nasir)
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                                    Federal prosecutors say they might bring additional charges against New York City Mayor Eric Adams and indict others in the corruption case against him.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It wasn't a shock to many Black New Yorkers that Mayor Eric Adams has surrounded himself with African American civil rights leaders, clergy and grassroots activists since his indictment last week on federal bribery charges.
Adams, a Brooklyn native who rose from the city's working class to its highest political office, is seen as more than the city's second Black mayor. To many, he's family.
"Four more years!" chanted a sizeable group of Black clergy leaders that had gathered to pray for the mayor outside City Hall Tuesday evening.
"What I want in your prayer is to continue to lift me up, and this administration, with the strength to move forward," Adams said to the group.
"This is what we fought for and many of you were part of the campaign," the mayor said about when he was elected.
But even the closest of families feud. The five-count indictment has prompted loud calls for Adams' resignation from Black New York activists, elected leaders and residents. It's also sparked debates about whether to stand behind a controversial figure who, for many, represents a milestone for Black representation in government.

    


Adams' actions have precedent in Black political history; a child raised in the community who rose to the highest echelons of leadership, then faced legal troubles for potential improper conduct, and later returned to voters for support.




Nearly two years ago, New York voters elected Black leaders to a historic number of local and statewide offices. Some Black leaders now fear that Adams' indictment may tarnish the broader political representation that was achieved. That has led many to grapple with newfound representation and the potential loss of it, while also holding folks accountable to the communities they represent.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I think that as we achieve power, we ought to make sure we handle it in a way that protects the people that helped you achieve it," said the Rev. Al Sharpton, president and CEO of the National Action Network. "But we also shouldn't rush and throw everybody under the bus because of accusations."

    


Sharpton, who has known Adams for more than 35 years and counts him as one of the earliest supporters of his civil rights organization, told The Associated Press on Friday that he has "never known him to do anything criminal."
Federal prosecutors have accused Adams of soliciting and accepting illegal campaign contributions and more than $100,000 in luxury travel perks from Turkish officials and other foreign nationals seeking to buy his influence.
In exchange, they say he performed official favors that benefited Turkey, including pushing through the opening of a consulate building in Manhattan over the objections of fire safety officials who said it was unsafe to occupy.
The charges against Adams come as federal investigators conduct multiple probes linked to several top officials in his administration, including the brother of his former police commissioner; a consulting firm run by another brother of his schools chancellor and deputy mayor for public safety; and one of his top advisers and closest confidantes, Tim Pearson.

    


Pearson resigned Monday night, weeks after the police commissioner, Edward Caban, and schools chancellor, David Banks, announced they were stepping down. All have denied wrongdoing.
The U.S. attorney who brought the case against Adams, Damian Williams, is also Black.
Michael Blake, a former New York assemblymember and vice chair of the Democratic National Committee, said that the Adams indictment was "a reflective moment" for Black communities in New York and the Black political class that brought Adams to power. 
"This cannot be the standard," Blake said. He said the sentiment among elected officials he'd spoken with "is that this is chaotic and unsustainable" and "embarrassing."
Regardless of the result of the criminal prosecution against Adams, Blake said, "I feel pretty confident that come January 1st, 2026, Eric Adams is not going to be the mayor of New York City."
The former assemblymember is considering a run for New York City mayor.

    


Whether or not Adams should be encouraged to resign is a matter widely debated among Black leaders. Sharpton said he planned to discuss it soon with other top Black leaders in New York. The reverend has previously convened Adams, New York's attorney general, lieutenant governor, City Council speaker, the Manhattan and Bronx district attorneys, all of whom are Black, to celebrate the historic representation across state and local government.
The meeting was called last December, in part, because of the perception that Democrats had lost power in the midterm election amid an increase in crime. Sharpton said he would not make a decision on whether to call for Adams' resignation without meeting again with that esteemed group.
"We may feel he's innocent, but can't run the city. We may feel he's innocent and can run the city. We may feel he's guilty," Sharpton said. "We need to talk."

    


But some are not waiting for Sharpton's meeting.
"I ask the mayor to seriously and honestly consider whether full attention can be given to our deserving New Yorkers who need our government to be sound and stable," said New York City Council Speaker Adrienne E. Adams, who is Black and is of no relation to the mayor. 
Last week, she called the charges against the mayor "serious" and said that she was "deeply concerned" about the impact of Adams' legal battle on the city's governance.
She's not alone.
"Each New Yorker deserves a mayor who is dedicated to serving our communities, and who upholds the dignity and integrity this office requires," New York state Sen. Zellnor Myrie said. He called the indictment a "sad day for the city, and especially painful for so many Black New Yorkers who put our hope and faith in this mayor."
Still, there are plenty who are defending the mayor.
"I was a little shocked and didn't understand why all of this was happening, quite frankly, to these heroes of ours. And the response that we got from many Black constituents asked, 'Why is the government coming after Black folks'," said New York Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn, who represents parts of Brooklyn and serves as the chair of the Brooklyn Democratic Party.
"We all know that an indictment is not a conviction," said Bichotte Hermelyn. She quoted the adage, first spoken by a New York state chief judge, that prosecutors "can indict a ham sandwich."
"Adams represents a big political and empowered working class of Black neighborhoods, which is the foundation of his electorate," Bichotte Hermelyn said. "When he ran in 2021, it was a very grassroot approach where people of color from all over, immigrants, women," and others came together.

In the meantime, Adams said he is listening to residents who want him to resist the calls to resign, even if some of his fellow Black leaders are waffling in their support.
"Eric, stay the course," the mayor said of social media messages and email he has received since his indictment. "Don't be distracted."
____
Aaron Morrison reported from New York. Matt Brown reported from Washington, D.C. Both are members of AP's Race and Ethnicity team.
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            A Massachusetts court must decide whether a 2-year-old beaver named Nibi gets to stay with the rescuers she's known since she was a newborn or must be released into the wild as New England's winter approaches.
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            This October 2024 photo provided by Newhouse Wildlife Rescue shows Nibi, a 1-year-old beaver, at the Newhouse Wildlife Rescue in Chelmsford, Mass. (Jane Newhouse/Newhouse Wildlife Rescue via AP)
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            This photo provided by Newhouse Wildlife Rescue shows Nibi, a 1-year-old beaver, at the Newhouse Wildlife Rescue in Chelmsford, Mass., in approximately 2023. (Jane Newhouse/Newhouse Wildlife Rescue via AP)
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            This photo provided by Newhouse Wildlife Rescue shows Nibi as a kit at the Newhouse Wildlife Rescue in Chelmsford, Mass., in approximately 2022. (Jane Newhouse/Newhouse Wildlife Rescue via AP)
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                                        Whether a 2-year-old beaver named Nibi gets to stay with the rescuers she has known since she was a baby or must be released into the wild as winter approaches in Massachusetts has ended up in court -- and caused such an uproar that even the governor has weighed in.
"To literally see people from around the world come together to protect this beaver is one of the most amazing things I have ever seen in my life," said Adam Teper, an attorney representing Nibi's rescuers. 
A judge on Tuesday said that for now, Nibi will allowed to stay in her home at Newhouse Wildlife Rescue in Chelmsford, located northwest of Boston. A hearing has been set for Friday in the case the rescuers filed against MassWildlife, the state's division of fisheries and wildlife, to stop the release.
Nibi has been a hit on the rescue group's social media since she was a baby, and posts about her impending release garnered thousands of comments. An online petition to save Nibi from being released has received over 25,000 signatures, lawmakers have weighed in as well, and this week Gov. Maura Healey pledged to make sure Nibi is protected.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: The fate of Nibi the beaver lands in court as rescuers try to stop her release into the wild
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Ed Donahue reports on an attempt by rescuers not to release a beaver.

    


    


Jane Newhouse, the rescue group's founder and president, said that after Nibi was found on the side of the road, they tried to reunite her with nearby beavers who could have been her parents but were unsuccessful. After that, attempts to get her to bond with other beavers also didn't work.




"It's very difficult to consider releasing her when she only seems to like people and seems to have no interest in being wild or bonding with any of her own species," Newhouse said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Nibi has a large enclosure with a pool at the rescue operation, and will also wander in its yard and rehabilitation space, Newhouse said. "She pretty much has full run of the place. Everybody on my team is in love with her," she said.
Newhouse said she had asked MassWildlife if she could get a permit for Nibi to become an educational beaver, allowing her to take the beaver to schools, libraries and town halls. But, she said, with the recent denial of that permission came the ordered release of Nibi.

    


MassWildlife did not reply immediately Wednesday to a request for comment.
Newhouse said that her fear is that a release would mean certain death for her beloved "diva" beaver, who doesn't know how to live in the wild right now. 
"It doesn't give her much time how to figure out how to build a lodge for the first time, how to build dams for the first time, how to store all of her food before winter sets in," she said.
Newhouse said that beavers usually leave their parents between the ages of 2 and 3, so it's possible that over the next year Nibi will show more interest in wanting to be in the wild. But unless that happens, she wants to keep her safe.

"She loves her life here," Newhouse said. "She's spoiled rotten, and she's got lots of room to run around and her own little pond, all the food, fruit, veggies, nuts, berries she wants."
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Florida communities hit three times by hurricanes grapple with how and whether to rebuild
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            When hurricane Helene hit Florida's north Gulf Coast last week, it was the third time in 13 months, this 50-mile sliver of the state's coastline took a direct hit from a hurricane. The back-to-back-to-back hurricanes are forcing residents to reckon with the costs of living in an area under siege by storms that researchers say are becoming stronger because of climate change. (AP Video: David R. Martin)
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            Laurie Lilliott stands amid the wreckage of her destroyed home in Dekle Beach in rural Taylor County, Fla., Friday, Sept. 27, 2024, in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Kate Payne)
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            Leslie and J.D. High hold photos they found in the debris that Hurricane Helene left near their home in Dekle Beach in rural Taylor County, Fla., Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. Among the photos was a polaroid showing damage from a storm known as the "Storm of the Century" that hit the area in March, 1993. (AP Photo/Kate Payne)
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            A waterlogged clock hangs a shed, Sunday, Sept 29, 2024, in Steinhatchee, Fla., in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Kate Payne)
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            Brooke Hiers stands in front of where her home used to sit in Horseshoe Beach, Fla., Monday, Sept. 30, 2024, in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene. She and her husband had just rebuilt the home after Hurricane Idalia hit in August, 2023, before Hurricane Helene blew the house off its pilings and floated it into the neighbor's yard next door. (AP Photo/Kate Payne)
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            Brooke Hiers surveys the damage done to her home, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024, in Horseshoe Beach, Fla., in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene. Hiers and her husband rebuilt the home in the wake of Hurricane Idalia, which washed ashore in August, 2023, only to see it destroyed by another storm 13 months later. (AP Photo/Kate Payne)
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            Dave Beamer surveys debris left behind by Hurricane Helene along his street in Steinhatchee, Fla., Sunday. Sept. 29, 2024. Beamer had just rebuilt his home in the wake of Hurricane Idalia in August 2023, before Helene washed it into a marsh. (AP Photo/Kate Payne)
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            Dave Beamer walks past the partially destroyed trailer he's been living in, Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in Steinhatchee, Fla., after Hurricane Helene washed his home into a marsh. (AP Photo/Kate Payne)
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            The sun sets over a flooded road and a collapsed building in Steinhatchee, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Kate Payne
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            The sun sets over the storm-damaged Steinhatchee marina near where the Steinhatchee River flows into the Gulf of Mexico, Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in the aftermath of Hurricane Helen. (AP Photo/Kate Payne)
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            Maddie Kelley shows the high-water line left behind by Hurricane Helene on a seashell windchime at her family's home in Steinhatchee, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Kate Payne)
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        Florida communities hit three times by hurricanes grapple with how and whether to rebuild
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                                    When hurricane Helene hit Florida's north Gulf Coast last week, it was the third time in 13 months, this 50-mile sliver of the state's coastline took a direct hit from a hurricane. The back-to-back-to-back hurricanes are forcing residents to reckon with the costs of living in an area under siege by storms that researchers say are becoming stronger because of climate change. (AP Video: David R. Martin)
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            Laurie Lilliott stands amid the wreckage of her destroyed home in Dekle Beach in rural Taylor County, Fla., Friday, Sept. 27, 2024, in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Kate Payne)
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            Leslie and J.D. High hold photos they found in the debris that Hurricane Helene left near their home in Dekle Beach in rural Taylor County, Fla., Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. Among the photos was a polaroid showing damage from a storm known as the "Storm of the Century" that hit the area in March, 1993. (AP Photo/Kate Payne)
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            A waterlogged clock hangs a shed, Sunday, Sept 29, 2024, in Steinhatchee, Fla., in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Kate Payne)
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            Brooke Hiers stands in front of where her home used to sit in Horseshoe Beach, Fla., Monday, Sept. 30, 2024, in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene. She and her husband had just rebuilt the home after Hurricane Idalia hit in August, 2023, before Hurricane Helene blew the house off its pilings and floated it into the neighbor's yard next door. (AP Photo/Kate Payne)
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            Brooke Hiers surveys the damage done to her home, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024, in Horseshoe Beach, Fla., in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene. Hiers and her husband rebuilt the home in the wake of Hurricane Idalia, which washed ashore in August, 2023, only to see it destroyed by another storm 13 months later. (AP Photo/Kate Payne)
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            Dave Beamer surveys debris left behind by Hurricane Helene along his street in Steinhatchee, Fla., Sunday. Sept. 29, 2024. Beamer had just rebuilt his home in the wake of Hurricane Idalia in August 2023, before Helene washed it into a marsh. (AP Photo/Kate Payne)
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            The sun sets over a flooded road and a collapsed building in Steinhatchee, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Kate Payne
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            The sun sets over the storm-damaged Steinhatchee marina near where the Steinhatchee River flows into the Gulf of Mexico, Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in the aftermath of Hurricane Helen. (AP Photo/Kate Payne)
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            Maddie Kelley shows the high-water line left behind by Hurricane Helene on a seashell windchime at her family's home in Steinhatchee, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Kate Payne)
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    Stay up to date: Follow the latest developments on weather and hurricane news.


    


HORSESHOE BEACH, Fla. (AP) -- It was just a month ago that Brooke Hiers left the state-issued emergency trailer where her family had lived since Hurricane Idalia slammed into her Gulf Coast fishing village of Horseshoe Beach in August 2023.
Hiers and her husband Clint were still finishing the electrical work in the home they painstakingly rebuilt themselves, wiping out Clint's savings to do so. They never will finish that wiring job.
Hurricane Helene blew their newly renovated home off its four foot-high pilings, sending it floating into the neighbor's yard next door.
"You always think, 'Oh, there's no way it can happen again'," Hiers said. "I don't know if anybody's ever experienced this in the history of hurricanes."
For the third time in 13 months, this windswept stretch of Florida's Big Bend took a direct hit from a hurricane -- a one-two-three punch to a 50-mile (80-kilometer) sliver of the state's more than 8,400 miles (13,500 kilometers) of coastline, first by Idalia, then Category 1 Hurricane Debby in August 2024 and now Helene.

    


Hiers, who sits on Horseshoe Beach's town council, said words like "unbelievable" are beginning to lose their meaning.




"I've tried to use them all. Catastrophic. Devastating. Heartbreaking ... none of that explains what happened here," Hiers said.
The back-to-back hits to Florida's Big Bend are forcing residents to reckon with the true costs of living in an area under siege by storms that researchers say are becoming stronger because of climate change.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Hiers, like many others here, can't afford homeowner's insurance on their flood-prone houses, even if it was available. Residents who have watched their life savings get washed away multiple times are left with few choices -- leave the communities where their families have lived for generations, pay tens of thousands of dollars to rebuild their houses on stilts as building codes require, or move into a recreational vehicle they can drive out of harm's way.

    


That's if they can afford any of those things. The storm left many residents bunking with family or friends, sleeping in their cars, or sheltering in what's left of their collapsing homes.
Janalea England wasn't waiting for outside organizations to get aid to her friends and neighbors, turning her commercial fish market in the river town of Steinhatchee into a pop-up donation distribution center, just like she did after Hurricane Idalia. A row of folding tables was stacked with water, canned food, diapers, soap, clothes and shoes, a steady stream of residents coming and going.
"I've never seen so many people homeless as what I have right now. Not in my community," England said. "They have nowhere to go."
'It's just gone'
The sparsely populated Big Bend is known for its towering pine forests and pristine salt marshes that disappear into the horizon, a remote stretch of largely undeveloped coastline that's mostly dodged the crush of condos, golf courses and souvenir strip malls that has carved up so much of the Sunshine State.
This is a place where teachers, mill workers and housekeepers could still afford to live within walking distance of the Gulf's white sand beaches. Or at least they used to, until a third successive hurricane blew their homes apart.

    


Helene was so destructive, many residents don't have a home left to clean up, escaping the storm with little more than the clothes on their backs, even losing their shoes to the surging tides.
"People didn't even have a Christmas ornament to pick up or a plate from their kitchen," Hiers said. "It was just gone."
In a place where people are trying to get away from what they see as government interference, England, who organized her own donation site, isn't putting her faith in government agencies and insurance companies.
"FEMA didn't do much," she said. "They lost everything with Idalia and they were told, 'here, you can have a loan.' I mean, where's our tax money going then?"
England's sister, Lorraine Davis, got a letter in the mail just days before Helene hit declaring that her insurance company was dropping her, with no explanation other than her home "fails to meet underwriting".

    


Living on a fixed income, Davis has no idea how she'll repair the long cracks that opened up in the ceiling of her trailer after the last storm.
"We'll all be on our own," England said. "We're used to it."
'This could be the end of your town'
In the surreal aftermath of this third hurricane, some residents don't have the strength to clean up their homes again, not with other storms still brewing in the Gulf.
With marinas washed away, restaurants collapsed and vacation homes blown apart, many commercial fishermen, servers and housecleaners lost their homes and their jobs on the same day.
Those who worked at the local sawmill and paper mill, two bedrock employers in the area, were laid off in the past year too. Now a convoy of semi-trucks full of hurricane relief supplies have set up camp at the shuttered mill in the city of Perry.

    


Hud Lilliott was a mill worker for 28 years, before losing his job and now his canal-front home in Dekle Beach, just down the street from the house where he grew up. 
Lilliott and his wife Laurie hope to rebuild their house there, but they don't know how they'll pay for it. And they're worried the school in Steinhatchee where Laurie teaches first grade could become another casualty of the storm, as the county watches its tax base float away. 
"We've worked our whole lives and we're so close to where they say the 'golden years'," Laurie said. "It's like you can see the light and it all goes dark."
Dave Beamer rebuilt his home in Steinhatchee after it was "totaled" by Hurricane Idalia, only to see it washed into the marsh a year later.
"I don't think I can do that again," Beamer said. "Everybody's changing their mind about how we're going to live here."
A waterlogged clock in a shed nearby shows the moment when time stopped, marking before Helene and after. 
Beamer plans to stay in this river town, but put his home on wheels -- buying a camper and building a pole barn to park it under.
In Horseshoe Beach, Hiers is waiting for a makeshift town hall to be delivered in the coming days, a double-wide trailer where they'll offer what services they can for as long as they can. She and her husband are staying with their daughter, a 45-minute drive away. 
"You feel like this could be the end of things as you knew it. Of your town. Of your community," Hiers said. "We just don't even know how to recover at this point."
Hiers said she and her husband will probably buy an RV and park it where their home once stood. But they won't be moving back to Horseshoe Beach for good until this year's storms are done. 
They can't bear to do this again.
___

Kate Payne is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hurricane-helene-climate-change-florida-big-bend-182d68761b3d2328e56e3fb8d9cdb802
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            Citizens stage a rally against deepfake sex crime in Seoul, South Korea, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            Citizens stage a rally against deepfake sex crime in Seoul, South Korea, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. The banners read "You can't insult us." (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            The National Assembly passes bills toughening the punishment for deepfake sex crimes in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- Three years after the 30-year-old South Korean woman received a barrage of online fake images that depicted her nude, she is still being treated for trauma. She struggles to talk with men. Using a mobile phone brings back the nightmare.
"It completely trampled me, even though it wasn't a direct physical attack on my body," she said in a phone interview with The Associated Press. She didn't want her name revealed because of privacy concerns.
Many other South Korean women recently have come forward to share similar stories as South Korea grapples with a deluge of non-consensual, explicit deepfake videos and images that have become much more accessible and easier to create.
It was not until last week that parliament revised a law to make watching or possessing deepfake porn content illegal. 
Most suspected perpetrators in South Korea are teenage boys. Observers say the boys target female friends, relatives and acquaintances -- also mostly minors -- as a prank, out of curiosity or misogyny. The attacks raise serious questions about school programs but also threaten to worsen an already troubled divide between men and women.

    


Deepfake porn in South Korea gained attention after unconfirmed lists of schools that had victims spread online in August. Many girls and women have hastily removed photos and videos from their Instagram, Facebook and other social media accounts. Thousands of young women have staged protests demanding stronger steps against deepfake porn. Politicians, academics and activists have held forums. 




"Teenage (girls) must be feeling uneasy about whether their male classmates are okay. Their mutual trust has been completely shattered," said Shin Kyung-ah, a sociology professor at South Korea's Hallym University.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The school lists have not been formally verified, but officials including President Yoon Suk Yeol have confirmed a surge of explicit deepfake content on social media. Police have launched a seven-month crackdown.

    


Recent attention to the problem has coincided with France's arrest in August of Pavel Durov, the founder of the messaging app Telegram, over allegations that his platform was used for illicit activities including the distribution of child sexual abuse. South Korea's telecommunications and broadcast watchdog said Monday that Telegram has pledged to enforce a zero-tolerance policy on illegal deepfake content.
Police say they've detained 387 people over alleged deepfake crimes this year, more than 80% of them teenagers. Separately, the Education Ministry says about 800 students have informed authorities about intimate deepfake content involving them this year. 
Experts say the true scale of deepfake porn in the country is far bigger.
The U.S. cybersecurity firm Security Hero called South Korea "the country most targeted by deepfake pornography" last year. In a report, it said South Korean singers and actresses constitute more than half of the people featured in deepfake pornography worldwide.
The prevalence of deepfake porn in South Korea reflects various factors including heavy use of smart phones; an absence of comprehensive sex and human rights education in schools and inadequate social media regulations for minors as well as a "misogynic culture" and social norms that "sexually objectify women," according to Hong Nam-hee, a research professor at the Institute for Urban Humanities at the University of Seoul.

    


Victims speak of intense suffering. 
In parliament, lawmaker Kim Nam Hee read a letter by an unidentified victim who she said tried to kill herself because she didn't want to suffer any longer from the explicit deepfake videos someone had made of her. Addressing a forum, former opposition party leader Park Ji-hyun read a letter from another victim who said she fainted and was taken to an emergency room after receiving sexually abusive deepfake images and being told by her perpetrators that they were stalking her. 
The 30-year-old woman interviewed by The AP said that her doctoral studies in the United States were disrupted for a year. She is receiving treatment after being diagnosed with panic disorder and post-traumatic stress disorder in 2022.

    


Police said they've detained five men for allegedly producing and spreading fake explicit contents of about 20 women, including her. The victims are all graduates from Seoul National University, the country's top school. Two of the men, including one who allegedly sent her fake nude images in 2021, attended the same university, but she said has no meaningful memory of them.
The woman said the images she received on Telegram used photos she had posted on the local messaging app Kakao Talk, combined with nude photos of strangers. There were also videos showing men masturbating and messages describing her as a promiscuous woman or prostitute. One photo shows a screen shot of a Telegram chatroom with 42 people where her fake images were posted.

    


The fake images were very crudely made but the woman felt deeply humiliated and shocked because dozens of people -- some of whom she likely knows -- were sexually harassing her with those photos.
Building trust with men is stressful, she said, because she worries that "normal-looking people could do such things behind my back." 
Using a smart phone sometimes revives memories of the fake images.
"These days, people spend more time on their mobile phones than talking face to face with others. So we can't really easily escape the traumatic experience of digital crimes if those happen on our phones," she said. "I was very sociable and really liked to meet new people, but my personality has totally changed since that incident. That made my life really difficult and I'm sad."
Critics say authorities haven't done enough to counter deepfake porn despite an epidemic of online sex crimes in recent years, such as spy cam videos of women in public toilets and other places. In 2020, members of a criminal ring were arrested and convicted of blackmailing dozens of women into filming sexually explicit videos for them to sell. 
"The number of male juveniles consuming deepfake porn for fun has increased because authorities have overlooked the voices of women" demanding stronger punishment for digital sex crimes, the monitoring group ReSET said in comments sent to AP. 
South Korea has no official records on the extent of deepfake online porn. But ReSET said a recent random search of an online chatroom found more than 4,000 sexually exploitive images, videos and other items.
Reviews of district court rulings showed less than a third of the 87 people indicted by prosecutors for deepfake crimes since 2021 were sent to prison. Nearly 60% avoided jail by receiving suspended terms, fines or not-guilty verdicts, according to lawmaker Kim's office. Judges tended to lighten sentences when those convicted repented for their crimes or were first time offenders. 
The deepfake problem has gained urgency given South Korea's serious rifts over gender roles, workplace discrimination facing women, mandatory military service for men and social burdens on men and women. 
Kim Chae-won, a 25-year-old office worker, said some of her male friends shunned her after she asked them what they thought about digital sex violence targeting women. 

"I feel scared of living as a woman in South Korea," said Kim Haeun, a 17-year-old high school student who recently removed all her photos on Instagram. She said she feels awkward when talking with male friends and tries to distance herself from boys she doesn't know well.
"Most sex crimes target women. And when they happen, I think we are often helpless," she said.
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Thousands of shipping containers have been lost at sea. What happens when they burst open?

            
     
    
        Researchers at the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute (MBARI) have been studying the environmental impact of a shipping container that fell off the coast of central California. (Video courtesy MBARI)
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                                        LONG BEACH, Wash. (AP) -- Russ Lewis has picked up some strange things along the coast of Long Beach Peninsula in Washington state over the years: Hot Wheels bicycle helmets with feather tufts, life-size plastic turkey decoys made for hunters, colorful squirt guns. 
And Crocs -- so many mismatched Crocs. 
If you find a single Croc shoe, you might think somebody lost it out on the beach, he said. "But, if you find two, three, four and they're different -- you know, one's a big one, one's a little one -- that's a clue."
These items aren't like the used fishing gear and beer cans that Lewis also finds tossed overboard by fishers or partygoers. They're the detritus of commercial shipping containers lost in the open ocean.
Most of the world's raw materials and everyday goods that are moved over long distances -- from T-shirts to televisions, cellphones to hospital beds -- are packed in large metal boxes the size of tractor-trailers and stacked on ships. A trade group says some 250 million containers cross the oceans every year -- but not everything arrives as planned.
More than 20,000 shipping containers have tumbled overboard in the last decade and a half. Their varied contents have washed onto shorelines, poisoned fisheries and animal habitats, and added to swirling ocean trash vortexes. Most containers eventually sink to the sea floor and are never retrieved.
Cargo ships can lose anywhere from a single container to hundreds at a time in rough seas. Experts disagree on how many are lost each year. The World Shipping Council, an industry group, reports that, on average, about 1,500 were lost annually over the 16 years they've tracked -- though fewer in recent years. Others say the real number is much higher, as the shipping council data doesn't include the entire industry and there are no penalties for failing to report losses publicly.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Much of the debris that washed up on Lewis' beach matched items lost off the giant cargo ship ONE Apus in November 2020. When the ship hit heavy swells on a voyage from China to California, nearly 2,000 containers slid into the Pacific.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        This map shows where debris from the ONE Apus spread throughout the Pacific Ocean. (AP animation Marshall Ritzel/Photo credits: Russ Lewis and Jon Brack)

    



            

        

    

Court documents and industry reports show the vessel was carrying more than $100,000 worth of bicycle helmets and thousands of cartons of Crocs, as well as electronics and other more hazardous goods: batteries, ethanol and 54 containers of fireworks.
Researchers mapped the flow of debris to several Pacific coastlines thousands of miles apart, including Lewis' beach and the remote Midway Atoll, a national wildlife refuge for millions of seabirds near the Hawaiian Islands that also received a flood of mismatched Crocs.
Scientists and environmental advocates say more should be done to track losses and prevent container spills.

"Just because it may seem 'out of sight, out of mind,' doesn't mean there aren't vast environmental consequences," said marine biologist Andrew DeVogelaere of California's Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary, who has spent more than 15 years studying the environmental impact of a single container that was found in sanctuary waters.
"We are leaving time capsules on the bottom of the sea of everything we buy and sell -- sitting down there for maybe hundreds of years," he said.
Nitric acid, plastic pellets and baby seals
This year's summer winds washed thousands of plastic pellets ashore near Colombo, Sri Lanka, three years after a massive fire aboard the X-Press Pearl burned for days and sank the vessel a few miles offshore.
The disaster dumped more than 1,400 damaged shipping containers into the sea -- releasing billions of plastic manufacturing pellets known as nurdles as well as thousands of tons of nitric acid, lead, methanol and sodium hydroxide, all toxic to marine life.
Hemantha Withanage remembers how the beach near his home smelled of burnt chemicals. Volunteers soon collected thousands of dead fish, gills stuffed with chemical-laced plastic, and nearly 400 dead endangered sea turtles, more than 40 dolphins and six whales, their mouths jammed with plastic. "It was like a war zone," he said.
Cleanup crews wearing full-body hazmat suits strode into the tide with hand sieves to try to collect the lentil-size plastic pellets.
The waterfront was closed to commercial fishing for three months, and the 12,000 families that depend on fishing for their income have only gotten a fraction of the $72 million that Withanage, founder of Sri Lanka's nonprofit Centre for Environmental Justice, believes they are owed.
"Just last week, there was a huge wind, and all the beaches were full of plastic again," he said in mid-June.
Lost container contents don't have to be toxic to wreak havoc.
In February, the cargo ship President Eisenhower lost 24 containers off the central California coast. Some held bales of soon-waterlogged cotton and burst open. Debris washed ashore near Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary, a federally protected area.
The ship's captain informed the U.S. Coast Guard, which worked with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and California State Parks to remove the debris. Each bale was too heavy to drag away -- instead they had to be cut up, each filling two dump trucks. 
"A rancid soggy mess," said Eric Hjelstrom, a chief ranger for California State Parks. "If tidal pools get filled with cotton, that can block out sunlight and harm a lot of organisms."
One bale landed in an elephant seal nursery, surrounded by baby seals. "You have to be careful how to approach it - you don't want to injure the seals," Hjelstrom said. A marine mammal specialist gently escorted 10 pups away before the bale was removed.
Although the operators of the President Eisenhower helped pay for cleanup, neither California nor federal authorities have ordered the company to pay any penalties.
As for the metal shipping containers, only one was spotted on a U.S. Coast Guard overflight, and it had vanished from sight by the time a tugboat was sent to retrieve it, said Coast Guard Lt. Chris Payne in San Francisco.

    
      What to know about lost shipping container pollution:
	More than 20,000 shipping containers have fallen off cargo ships at sea in the past 15 years, dumping everything from plastic pellets to hazardous chemicals into the ocean.
	Ocean pollution and debris are harming coastal communities that depend upon the sea for livelihoods, as well as endangered species and deep-sea marine life.
	Read key takeaways from AP's investigation into containers lost at sea.



    


When shipping containers are lost overboard, "Most of them sink. And a lot of times, they're just in really deep water," said Jason Rolfe of NOAA's Marine Debris Program. 
Most sunken containers -- some still sealed, some damaged and open -- are never found or recovered.
The Coast Guard has limited powers to compel shipowners to retrieve containers unless they threaten a marine sanctuary or contain oil or designated hazardous materials. "If it's outside our jurisdiction," said Payne, "there's nothing that we can do as the federal government to basically require a company to retrieve a container."
The long-term impact of adding on average more than a thousand containers each year to the world's oceans -- by the most conservative estimates -- remains unknown. 
Scientists at Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute in California are studying the cascade of changes wrought by a single container found by chance on the seabed.
Their research team was operating a remote-control vehicle at 4,200 feet (1,280 meters) below the surface to study deep-sea corals in 2004 when they were surprised to encounter a metal box. "It's just serendipity that we found it," said marine ecologist Jim Barry. Despite multiple spills in nearby shipping lanes, "It's the only container that we know exactly where it landed."
"The first thing that happens is they land and crush everything underneath them," said DeVogelaere, who studied the sunken container. By changing the flow of water and sediment, the container completely changes the micro-ecosystem around it -- impacting seafloor species that scientists are still discovering. 
"The animals in the deep have felt our presence before we even knew anything about them," he said.
Labels showed the container came from the Med Taipei, which had lost two dozen boxes in rough seas on a journey between San Francisco and Los Angeles. In 2006, the ship owners and operators reached a settlement with the U.S. Department of Justice to pay $3.25 million for estimated damages to the marine environment.
Steering floating skyscrapers at sea 
More than 80% of international trade by volume arrives by sea. All this cargo travels on increasingly vast ships. 
"On the modern big ships, it's like a high-rise building," said Jos Koning, a senior project manager at MARIN, a Netherlands-based maritime research organization that studies shipping risks.
Today's largest cargo vessels are longer than three football fields, with cranes required to lift containers and stack them in towering columns. When the industry took off some 50 years ago, ships could hold only about a tenth of the freight that today's behemoths carry. According to the insurer Allianz, container ship capacities have doubled in just the last two decades.
Greater size brings heightened risks. The largest ships are more difficult to maneuver and more prone to rolling in high waves. And there's a greater chance that any single box could be damaged and crushed -- a destabilizing accident that can send an entire stack of containers cascading into the sea.
In February, the marine insurer Gard published a study based on six years of their claims that showed 9% of ultra-large ships had experienced container losses, compared to just 1% of smaller vessels.
Accidents are often linked to cargo that has been inaccurately labeled, weighed or stored. Investigators determined that the X-Press Pearl's devastating spill near Sri Lanka, for instance, was the result of a fire that likely started from a poorly stacked container that was leaking nitric acid.
But cargo ship operators don't have the capacity to verify all container weights and contents, and instead must rely on information that shippers provide.
"It's just completely impractical to think that you can open every container," said Ian Lennard, president of the National Cargo Bureau, a nonprofit that works with the U.S. Coast Guard to inspect seagoing cargo.
In a pilot study, the group found that widespread mislabeling and improper stowage meant that nearly 70% of shipping containers arriving in the U.S. with dangerous goods failed the bureau's safety inspection.
"Despite all these problems, most of the time it arrives safely," Lennard said.
But when there is a crisis -- a ship hits rough weather, or a container carrying a chemical ignites in summer heat -- accidents can have catastrophic impacts.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

High seas, high losses, but no definitive counts
How often do shipping container spills happen? There's no clear answer.
Existing tracking efforts are fragmented and incomplete. Although a few shipwrecks and disasters grab headlines, like the March crash of a cargo ship into a Baltimore bridge, much less is known about how often containers are lost piecemeal or away from major ports.
To date, the most widely cited figures on lost shipping containers come from the World Shipping Council. The group's membership, which carries about 90% of global container traffic, self-reports their losses in a survey each year.
Over 16 years of collected data through 2023, the group said an average of 1,480 containers were lost annually. Their recent figures show 650 containers were lost in 2022 and only about 200 last year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        Containers spill off a damaged cargo ship off the coast of New Zealand in 2011. (Video courtesy: Maritime New Zealand)
    



            

        

    

Elisabeth Braw, senior fellow with the Atlantic Council's Transatlantic Security Initiative, said self-reported surveys miss the full picture.
For example, not included in the 2023 tally were 1,300 containers from the cargo ship Angel, which sank near Taiwan's Kaohsiung port. That's because the ship's operators aren't members of the World Shipping Council.
Lloyd's List Intelligence, a maritime intelligence company that's tracked thousands of marine accidents on container ships over the past decade, told AP that underreporting is rampant, saying ship operators and owners want to avoid insurance rate hikes and protect their reputations.
Marine insurers, which are typically on the hook to pay for mishaps, likely have access to more complete data on losses - but no laws require that data to be collected and shared publicly.
World Shipping Council president and CEO Joe Kramek said the industry is researching ways to reduce errors in loading and stacking containers, as well as in navigating ships through turbulent waters.
"We don't like when it (a container loss) happens," said Kramek. "But the maritime environment is one of the most challenging environments to operate in."
Earlier this year, the United Nations' International Maritime Organization adopted amendments to two global ocean treaties aimed at increasing transparency around lost shipping containers. Those changes, expected to take effect in 2026, will require ships to report losses to nearby coastal countries and to authorities where the vessel is registered.
But with no enforceable penalties, it remains to be seen how extensively operators will comply. 
Alfredo Parroquin-Ohlson, head of cargo in the IMO's maritime safety division, said, "We just encourage them and tell them how important it is, but we cannot be a police."
What floats above and what lies beneath
It's not just environmentalists who worry. Some lost containers float for days before sinking -- endangering boats of all sizes, from commercial vessels to recreational sailboats.
The sporting body World Sailing has reported at least eight instances in which crews had to abandon boats because of collisions with what were believed to be containers. In 2016, sailor Thomas Ruyant was 42 days into a race around the world when his sailboat's hull split from a sudden crash with what appeared to be a floating container.
"It gives me the shivers just thinking about it," he said in a video dispatch from his damaged boat as he steered toward shore.
In Sri Lanka, the consequences of the X-Press Pearl accident linger, three years after the ship went down.
Fishermen have seen stocks of key species shrink, and populations of long-lived, slow-reproducing animals such as sea turtles may take several generations to recover. 
For his part, Lewis, the volunteer beach cleaner in Washington state, said he wonders about all the debris he doesn't see wash up on his shores.
"What's going to happen when it gets down deep and, you know, it just ruptures?" he said. "We know we've got a problem on the surface, but I think the bigger problem is what's on the seafloor."
___
Larson and Wieffering reported from Washington, D.C. Bharatha Mallawarachi contributed reporting from Colombo, Sri Lanka.
___

This story was supported by funding from the Walton Family Foundation and the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
___
Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected] or https://www.ap.org/tips/

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/lost-shipping-containers-dali-baltimore-xpress-pearl-68620037992758a714b010345e1937fa



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Former Singapore minister sentenced to a year in prison for receiving illegal gifts
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                    Former Transport Minister S. Iswaran, center, and his lawyer Navin Thevar arrive at the High Court in Singapore, July 5, 2024. (AP Photo)
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                                        KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) -- A former Singaporean Cabinet minister was sentenced Thursday to a year in prison after he pleaded guilty to charges of receiving illegal gifts, in a rare criminal case involving a minister in the Asian financial hub.
Former Transport Minister S. Iswaran had pleaded guilty last week to one count of obstructing justice and four of accepting gifts from people with whom he had official business. He was the first minister to be charged and imprisoned in nearly half a century.
Justice Vincent Hoong, in his ruling, said holders of high office "must be expected to avoid any perception that they are susceptible to influence by pecuniary benefits." 
"I am of the view that it is appropriate to impose a sentence in excess of both parties' positions," Hoong said as he handed down a total of 12 months imprisonment for the five charges. The defense had asked for no more than eight weeks in prison, while the prosecution had pushed for six to seven months imprisonment.

    


The court approved Iswaran's request to delay the start of his sentence to Monday, Channel News Asia reported. He remains out on bail for now. It is unclear if he will appeal the sentence.




Iswaran was initially charged with 35 counts, but prosecutors proceeded with only five, while reducing two counts of corruption to receiving illegal gifts. Prosecutors said they will apply for the remaining 30 charges to be taken into consideration for sentencing. No reasons were given for the move.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Iswaran received gifts worth over 74,000 Singapore dollars ($57,000) from Ong Beng Seng, a Singapore-based Malaysian property tycoon, and businessperson Lum Kok Seng. The gifts included tickets to Singapore's Formula 1 race, wine and whisky and a luxury Brompton bike. Ong owns the right to the local F1 race, and Iswaran was chair of and later adviser to the Grand Prix's steering committee.

    


The Attorney-General's Chambers said it will decide whether to charge Ong and Lum after the case against Iswaran has been resolved.
Singapore 's ministers are among the world's best paid. Although the amount involved in Iswaran's case appeared to be relatively minor, his indictment is an embarrassment to the ruling People's Action Party, which prides itself on a clean image. Singapore was ranked among the world's top five least-corrupt nations, according to Transparency International's corruption perception index.
The last Cabinet minister charged with graft was Wee Toon Boon, who was found guilty in 1975 and jailed for accepting gifts in exchange for helping a businessperson. Another Cabinet minister was investigated for graft in 1986, but died before charges were filed.

Iswaran had resigned just before he was charged. His trial comes just over four months after Singapore installed new Prime Minister Lawrence Wong after Lee Hsien Loong stepped down after 20 years.
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Mormon faith pushes ahead with global temple building boom despite cool reception in Las Vegas

    Mormon faith pushes ahead with global temple building boom despite cool reception in Las Vegas

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 16 | 
            A worldwide building boom of big, bright Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints temples is meeting pushback in Las Vegas. (AP video by Ty ONeil, Rick Bowmer and Peter Smith)
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            2 of 16 | 
            Bud Stoddard, a regional church leader, holds a rendering of the temple planned by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints at a site near Las Vegas, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)
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            3 of 16 | 
            Members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints sing outside Las Vegas City Hall as officials consider the church's plans to build a new temple near Las Vegas, May 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 16 | 
            The sun sets over the site where The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints plans to build a new temple near Las Vegas, May 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)
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            5 of 16 | 
            The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Presiding Bishop Gerald Causse, the church's head of worldwide temple building, looks on during an interview June 21, 2024, in Provo, Utah. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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            A construction fence secures the site where The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints plans to build a new temple near Las Vegas, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)
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            A view of the ongoing Temple Square renovation project, showing the Salt Lake Temple enveloped in scaffolding, is seen on June 4, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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            The new Pittsburgh Pennsylvania Temple of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is seen on Aug. 12, 2024, in Cranberry, Pa. (AP Photo/Peter Smith)
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            9 of 16 | 
            Bud Stoddard, a regional church leader, poses for a photograph at a site near Las Vegas, where The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints plans to build a new temple, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)
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            10 of 16 | 
            The angel Moroni statue sits atop the Salt Lake Temple of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints at Temple Square during an ongoing renovation project June 17, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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            11 of 16 | 
            A view of the ongoing Temple Square renovation project, showing the Salt Lake Temple enveloped in scaffolding, is seen on June 17, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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            12 of 16 | 
            The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Presiding Bishop Gerald Causse, the church's head of worldwide temple building, looks on during an interview June 21, 2024, in Provo, Utah. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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            13 of 16 | 
            Members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints wait to speak during a planning commission meeting at Las Vegas City Hall, May 14, 2024, as officials consider the church's plans to build a new temple near Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)
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            14 of 16 | 
            A view of the ongoing Temple Square renovation project, showing one of the north pavilions, is seen on June 4, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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            A view of the ongoing Temple Square renovation project, showing the Salt Lake Temple enveloped in scaffolding, is seen on June 17, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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            A view of the ongoing Temple Square renovation project, showing the Salt Lake Temple enveloped in scaffolding, is seen on June 17, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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                                    A worldwide building boom of big, bright Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints temples is meeting pushback in Las Vegas. (AP video by Ty ONeil, Rick Bowmer and Peter Smith)
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            Bud Stoddard, a regional church leader, holds a rendering of the temple planned by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints at a site near Las Vegas, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 16

                                    
                                    Bud Stoddard, a regional church leader, holds a rendering of the temple planned by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints at a site near Las Vegas, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 16 | 
            Members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints sing outside Las Vegas City Hall as officials consider the church's plans to build a new temple near Las Vegas, May 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)
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            The sun sets over the site where The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints plans to build a new temple near Las Vegas, May 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)
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            The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Presiding Bishop Gerald Causse, the church's head of worldwide temple building, looks on during an interview June 21, 2024, in Provo, Utah. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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            A construction fence secures the site where The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints plans to build a new temple near Las Vegas, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)
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            A view of the ongoing Temple Square renovation project, showing the Salt Lake Temple enveloped in scaffolding, is seen on June 4, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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            The new Pittsburgh Pennsylvania Temple of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is seen on Aug. 12, 2024, in Cranberry, Pa. (AP Photo/Peter Smith)
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            Bud Stoddard, a regional church leader, poses for a photograph at a site near Las Vegas, where The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints plans to build a new temple, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)
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            The angel Moroni statue sits atop the Salt Lake Temple of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints at Temple Square during an ongoing renovation project June 17, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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            A view of the ongoing Temple Square renovation project, showing the Salt Lake Temple enveloped in scaffolding, is seen on June 17, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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            The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Presiding Bishop Gerald Causse, the church's head of worldwide temple building, looks on during an interview June 21, 2024, in Provo, Utah. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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            Members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints wait to speak during a planning commission meeting at Las Vegas City Hall, May 14, 2024, as officials consider the church's plans to build a new temple near Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 16

                                    
                                    Members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints wait to speak during a planning commission meeting at Las Vegas City Hall, May 14, 2024, as officials consider the church's plans to build a new temple near Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 16 | 
            A view of the ongoing Temple Square renovation project, showing one of the north pavilions, is seen on June 4, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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            A view of the ongoing Temple Square renovation project, showing the Salt Lake Temple enveloped in scaffolding, is seen on June 17, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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            A view of the ongoing Temple Square renovation project, showing the Salt Lake Temple enveloped in scaffolding, is seen on June 17, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- A historic building boom of big, bright Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints temples -- beacons to the faithful with steeples pointing heavenward around the world -- is meeting resistance in some parts of the U.S., including one place not really known for moderation.
In Las Vegas, just a 30-minute drive from glittery casinos, homeowners in a rural foothills neighborhood complain the size and lighting of a temple that won city approval will forever change the dark-sky environment. Some say they feel trampled, and that church and city officials rushed to approve the project.
"I feel like it soured people's taste, to see how they steamrolled the neighborhood," said Matthew DeLoe, a homeowner who was active against the temple for months. 
Most temples built by the faith have been well received, but the Las Vegas fight mirrors objections over construction plans in Texas, Wyoming and even the religion's home state of Utah. The battles are forcing the faith known widely as the Mormon church to explain to non-members why the lavish temples are so vital to their beliefs. 

    


Temples draw the faithful closer to God, they say. They are places for the most sacred ceremonies, such as weddings that seal couples for eternity and baptisms to bring deceased family members or others into the fold. Officials insist they consult with locals and carefully design temples for each environment. 




"Our goal is to give more members access to these very precious places that are sacred to us and our religion," said Presiding Bishop Gerald Causse, a high-ranking official whose duties include overseeing worldwide temple building, during an interview with The Associated Press in Utah in June.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Temples are separate from the church's 20,000 worldwide meetinghouses where anyone is welcome and members gather for Sunday services. At temples, only devout members who follow church rules are allowed inside.

    


Thousands of supporters and vocal opponents packed planning meetings for months before the Las Vegas City Council unanimously approved a three-story temple in July. Larger in size than the Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris, it's set to have a golden steeple soaring nearly 200 feet (61 meters). 
Some want to sue to stop the project. They insist their concerns have nothing to do with the religious teachings of a sometimes misunderstood faith, which is known for its belief in eternal families, tight-knit congregations and bans on alcohol, coffee, gambling and same-sex relationships.
"I don't have a problem with the church being there, and none of the neighbors have a problem with the church being there," said Sue Kristensen, of the Nevada Rural Preservation Alliance. "The size of the building is the problem. It's blocking everyone's views of beautiful Lone Mountain. Monstrosity is the best word that I can think of."
Church officials have another description for the more than 300 temples built in recent years. "They are clean, and beautiful, and quiet, as are the people who will frequent these sacred spaces," said church spokesman Doug Andersen.

    


New temple projects could be announced at this weekend's twice-a-year church conference, where congregants of the 17.2-million-member faith gather in person in Salt Lake City or watch online for guidance and church news.
What the faithful won't hear is how much the elaborately built and lavishly furnished temples cost. The church declines to disclose construction figures, but its investment arm has a portfolio worth nearly $55 billion, according to its most recent U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission disclosures.
The SEC fined the church and its money management arm $5 million in February 2023 for using shell companies to obscure the size of church financial holdings. Scrutiny focused on whether the tax-exempt faith sits atop a treasure trove of wealth. The government noted the church was concerned that disclosure of its portfolio would lead to unspecified "negative consequences."
The temple-building push went into hyperdrive after President Russell M. Nelson became head of the church in January 2018. About half of new temples have been built since then. Nelson, who turned 100 in September, named 15 new temple locations during a conference last April, to bring the total that are announced, open or under construction to 350.

    


It is the biggest building boom in the history of the faith, said Matt Martinich, a researcher and church member who tracks the growth of the global religion. Construction accelerated after 1980, from 19 temples worldwide to 122 by 2005. The 150th temple opened in Provo, Utah, in 2016. The church says five are due to open before the end of 2024 in Honduras; Brazil; Tooele, Utah; Casper, Wyoming; and Tallahassee, Florida.
Just north of Pittsburgh, the non-member public had a rare opportunity in August to tour a temple, the 196th to be completed. Crystal chandeliers, woodwork and framed paintings of idealized biblical scenes adorned the interior.

    


The Las Vegas temple site is a large undeveloped lot surrounded by single-family homes, schools and parks. At sunset, it's enveloped by the shadow of a rocky natural landmark, Lone Mountain.
Residents note that streetlights and sidewalks are scarce, homes draw water from wells and neighbors ride horses on the dirt shoulders of roads. They worry the temple will bring light pollution, noise and traffic.
It will be Las Vegas' second temple. The first opened in 1989 about a 30-minute drive across the city.
Bud Stoddard, a regional church leader in the area, said the palatial structure is intended "to be something that when we see it, our minds, our eyes, are immediately drawn heavenward." He predicted it will be a beacon for the 100,000 church faithful in and around Las Vegas.
"What I believe is that five years from now, this area will be more beautiful, more desirable," Stoddard said at the site. "This will guarantee a place of quiet, a place of solitude." 
Far from Sin City, a court fight may also loom in the Texas town of Fairview. Mayor Henry Lessner said church representatives promised legal action after the town council last month unanimously rejected plans for a temple that would be among the largest buildings in a community of 11,000 residents. At 154 feet (47 meters), the spire would be taller than the town's two water towers.
Church officials may argue that not being able to have tall steeples infringes on their right to worship. They point to the federal Religious Land Use And Institutionalized Persons Act that since 2000 has banned the use of zoning and landmarking laws to discriminate against "religious assemblies or institutions."
Lessner predicted that his town on the edge of the Dallas-Fort Worth metropolitan area might end up as a test case for religious architectural freedom. 
"We want to be good neighbors," Lessner said. "But our community will not be bullied. 'Don't Mess with Texas' includes Fairview."
In Las Vegas, the temple's outdoor lighting plan was modified and the steeple height was lowered 20 feet (6 meters), before winning City Council approval. 
Causse said the church is willing to make adjustments that are reasonable and do not change the "spiritual value or nature" of the temple.
"It is so important to us to be considered as good neighbors, because a temple is not about contention," he said. "It has to create connection between people and with the community to be well received."
____

Schoenbaum reported from Provo, Utah. Associated Press journalists Peter Smith in Cranberry, Pennsylvania.; Ty O'Neil in Las Vegas; Rick Bowmer in Provo, Utah; Susan Montoya Bryan in Albuquerque, New Mexico, and Sam Metz in Rabat, Morocco, contributed to this report.
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6 migrants shot dead near Guatemalan border when Mexican army troops open fire
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Six international migrants are dead after Mexican soldiers opened fire on a truck carrying a group near the border with Guatemala, Mexico's Defense Department said Wednesday.
The department said in a statement that soldiers claimed they heard shots as the trucks and two other vehicles approached their position late Tuesday in the southern state of Chiapas, near the town of Huixtla.
Two soldiers opened fire on the truck, which was carrying migrants from Egypt, Nepal, Cuba, India, Pakistan and at least one other country. Soldiers then approached the truck and found four of the migrants dead, and 12 wounded. 
Two of the wounded later died of their injuries. There was no immediate information on the condition of the other 10. 
Local prosecutors confirmed all the victims died of gunshot wounds. The Defense Department did not say whether the migrants died as a result of army fire, or whether any weapons were found in the truck. 

    


There were 17 other migrants in the truck who were unharmed. The vehicle was carrying a total of 33 migrants. The area is common route for smuggling migrants, who are often packed into crowded freight trucks.




The department said the two soldiers who opened fire were relieved of duty pending investigations. In Mexico, any incident involving civilians is subject to civilian prosecution, but soldiers can also face military courts martial for those offenses.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It is not the first time Mexican forces have opened fire on vehicles carrying migrants in the area, which is also the object of turf battles between warring drug cartels.
In the same area in 2021, the quasi-military National Guard opened fire on a pickup truck carrying migrants, killing one and wounding four.
Irineo Mujica, a migrant rights activist who has frequently accompanied caravans of migrants in that area of Chiapas, said he doubted the migrants or their smugglers opened fire.

    


"It is really impossible that these people would have been shooting at the army," Mujica said. "Most of the time, they get through by paying bribes."
The U.N. agency for refugees in Mexico, known as the ACNUR, wrote that it "expresses its concern about the events in Chiapas," noting "people in migration are exposed to great risks during their journey, and that is why it is indispensable they have legal means of access, travel, and integration to avoid tragedies like these."
If the deaths were the result of army fire, as appears likely, it could prove a major embarrassment for President Claudia Sheinbaum, who took office Tuesday. 

Sheinbaum has followed the lead of former president Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador in giving the armed forces extraordinary powers in law enforcement, state-run companies , airports, trains and construction projects.
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Southerners stay in touch the old-fashioned way after Helene cuts roads, power, phones
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            A mass of debris, including overturned pontoon boats and splintered wooden docks and tree trunks, covered the surface of Lake Lure, a picturesque spot tucked between the mountains outside Asheville.


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 20 | 
            Residents in the Lake Lure area of North Carolina recounted the powerful floods that struck last week. John Payne, a volunteer firefighter who was born and raised in one of the hardest hit areas says the village 'will bounce back.' (AP video by Erik Verduzco and Mike Stewart/Production by Takahiro Kinoshita)
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            Hurricane Helene has left millions without electricity and phone service across the Southeast, and in North Carolina, deliveries by mule have become essential for some stranded residents needing medical supplies.
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            A faith leader in North Carolina is visiting members of his church, bringing them food after Hurricane Helene has left millions without power.
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            FILE - A passerby checks the water depth of a flooded road, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Morganton, N.C. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek, File)
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            Debris is strewn on the lake in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Lake Lure, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            People ride in the back of a pickup truck on a mud-covered street left in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            A destroyed mobile home and vehicles lay scattered across muddy land, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Hendersonville, N.C., in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson)
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            Loaves & Fishes food group serve meals for residents in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Lake Lure, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            FILE - Brian McCormack pauses after using a wheelbarrow to clean up debris left in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            11 of 20 | 
            A person carries bags of fresh water after filling up from a tanker at a distribution site in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            Eva Markowitz stands covered in mud left by Hurricane Helene as she works to clean up Zadie's Market and Deli Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            Train tracks washed out during Hurricane Helene run along the French Broad River, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            Vehicles and debris that were caught in a flash flood from Hurricane Helene rest on the side of the road near the Swannanoa River, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Swannanoa, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            15 of 20 | 
            Damaged to one of the White family's homes that was destroyed by Hurricane Helene is seen, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024 in Morganton, N.C. The adjacent Catawba River flooded due to torrential rains destroying seven of the family's nine homes on the property. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek)
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            16 of 20 | 
            Resident Anne Schneider, right, hugs her friend Eddy Sampson as they survey damage left in the wake of Hurricane Helene, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            Contents of homes line the streets after flooding from Hurricane Helene on Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Reddington Shores, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)
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            Contents of a home are piled on the side of a home after flooding from Hurricane Helene on Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Indian Rocks Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)
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            Marine One, with President Joe Biden on board, flies around areas impacted by Hurricane Helene over Asheville, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh) (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            20 of 20 | 
            President Joe Biden talks with Asheville Mayor Esther Manheimer, as he arrives at Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport in Greer, S.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, to survey damage from Hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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        Southerners stay in touch the old-fashioned way after Helene cuts roads, power, phones
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                                    A mass of debris, including overturned pontoon boats and splintered wooden docks and tree trunks, covered the surface of Lake Lure, a picturesque spot tucked between the mountains outside Asheville.
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                                    Residents in the Lake Lure area of North Carolina recounted the powerful floods that struck last week. John Payne, a volunteer firefighter who was born and raised in one of the hardest hit areas says the village 'will bounce back.' (AP video by Erik Verduzco and Mike Stewart/Production by Takahiro Kinoshita)
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                                    Hurricane Helene has left millions without electricity and phone service across the Southeast, and in North Carolina, deliveries by mule have become essential for some stranded residents needing medical supplies.
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                                    A faith leader in North Carolina is visiting members of his church, bringing them food after Hurricane Helene has left millions without power.
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            FILE - A passerby checks the water depth of a flooded road, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Morganton, N.C. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek, File)
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            Debris is strewn on the lake in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Lake Lure, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            People ride in the back of a pickup truck on a mud-covered street left in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            A destroyed mobile home and vehicles lay scattered across muddy land, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Hendersonville, N.C., in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Brittany Peterson)
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            Loaves & Fishes food group serve meals for residents in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Lake Lure, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            FILE - Brian McCormack pauses after using a wheelbarrow to clean up debris left in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            A person carries bags of fresh water after filling up from a tanker at a distribution site in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            Eva Markowitz stands covered in mud left by Hurricane Helene as she works to clean up Zadie's Market and Deli Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            Train tracks washed out during Hurricane Helene run along the French Broad River, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            Vehicles and debris that were caught in a flash flood from Hurricane Helene rest on the side of the road near the Swannanoa River, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Swannanoa, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            15 of 20 | 
            Damaged to one of the White family's homes that was destroyed by Hurricane Helene is seen, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024 in Morganton, N.C. The adjacent Catawba River flooded due to torrential rains destroying seven of the family's nine homes on the property. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek)
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            Resident Anne Schneider, right, hugs her friend Eddy Sampson as they survey damage left in the wake of Hurricane Helene, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            Contents of homes line the streets after flooding from Hurricane Helene on Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Reddington Shores, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)
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            Contents of a home are piled on the side of a home after flooding from Hurricane Helene on Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Indian Rocks Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)
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            Marine One, with President Joe Biden on board, flies around areas impacted by Hurricane Helene over Asheville, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh) (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            President Joe Biden talks with Asheville Mayor Esther Manheimer, as he arrives at Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport in Greer, S.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, to survey damage from Hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    20 of 20

                                    
                                    President Joe Biden talks with Asheville Mayor Esther Manheimer, as he arrives at Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport in Greer, S.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, to survey damage from Hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            ERIK VERDUZCO, JEFF AMY and JOHN SEEWER

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        ASHEVILLE, N.C. (AP) -- Isolated and without electricity or phone service since Hurricane Helene inflicted devastation across the Southeast nearly a week ago, residents in the mountains of western North Carolina are relying on old-fashioned ways of communicating and coping.
At the town square in Black Mountain, local leaders stood atop a picnic table shouting updates about when power might be restored. One woman took notes to pass along to her neighbors. Alongside a fencerow, a makeshift message board listed the names of people still missing. In other areas, mules delivered medical supplies to mountaintop homes. Residents collected water from creeks and cooked over camp stoves. And across the region, people were looking after each other. 
President Joe Biden, after surveying the area by helicopter on Wednesday, praised the Democratic governor of North Carolina and the Republican governor of South Carolina for their responses to the storm, saying that in the wake of disasters, "we put politics aside."

    


While government cargo planes brought food and water into the hardest-hit areas and rescue crews waded through creeks searching for survivors, those who made it through the storm, whose death toll has topped 180, leaned on one another -- not technology.




"I didn't know where I was going, didn't know what was going to happen next. But I got out and I'm alive," said Robin Wynn, who lost power at her Asheville home early Friday and was able to grab a bag of canned goods and water before getting to a shelter despite water up to her knees.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Now that she's back home, she said her neighbors have been watching out for one another. Plenty of people have come around to make sure everyone has a hot meal and water. 
Helping one another in the hardest-hit areas 
In remote mountain areas, helicopters hoisted the stranded to safety while search crews moved toppled trees so they could look door to door for survivors. In some places, homes teetered on hillsides and washed-out riverbanks.

    


Nearly a week after the storm, more than 1.1 million customers still had no power in the Carolinas and Georgia, where Helene struck after barreling over Florida's Gulf Coast as a Category 4 hurricane. Deaths have been reported in Florida, Georgia, Tennessee and Virginia, in addition to the Carolinas. 
Sarah Vekasi is a potter who runs a store in Black Mountain called Sarah Sunshine Pottery, named after her normally bubbly personality. But these days she's struggling with the trauma of Helene and uncertainty about the future of her business.
"All I can say is that I'm alive. I'm not doing great. I'm not doing good. But I'm extremely grateful to be alive, especially when so many are not," Vekasi said.
One thing that makes her feel a little better is the fellowship of the daily town meeting at the square. 
"It's incredible being able to meet in person," Vekasi said after Wednesday's session, where more than 150 people gathered.
Martha Sullivan was taking careful notes at the meeting so she could share the information -- roads reopened, progress in getting power restored, work on trying to get water flowing again -- with others.

    


Sullivan, who has lived in Black Mountain for 43 years, said her children invited her to come to Charlotte after the storm, but she wants to stay in her community and look after her neighbors.
"I'm going to stay as long as I feel like I'm being useful," Sullivan said.
Eric Williamson, who works at First Baptist Church in Hendersonville, normally makes home visits to members who can't physically get to church. This week, he's their lifeline, delivering food that meets dietary restrictions and tossing out food that had spoiled.
Beyond checking in on the essentials, he says it's important to just socialize with folks in a moment like this to help them know they aren't alone. 
He has a handwritten list of everyone he needs to visit. "They don't have telephone service, even if they have a landline, a lot of that isn't working," Williamson said. "So we're bringing them food and water, but also just bringing them a smile and a prayer with them just to give them comfort." 

    


Volunteers in Asheville gathered on Wednesday before going out to help find people who have been unreachable because of phone and internet outages. They took along boxes of drinking water and instructions to return in person with their results.
Even notifying relatives of people who died in the storm has been difficult.
"That has been our challenge, quite honestly, is no cell service, no way to reach out to next of kin," said Avril Pinder, an official in Buncombe County where at least 61 people have died. "We have a confirmed body count, but we don't have identifications on everyone or next-of-kin notifications." 
Biden and Harris get a firsthand look
Biden flew over the devastation in North and South Carolina, getting a firsthand look at the mess left by a storm that now has killed at least 189 people, making Helene the deadliest hurricane to hit the mainland U.S. since Katrina, according to statistics from the National Hurricane Center. 

    


Speaking in Raleigh, North Carolina, Biden said, "Our job is to help as many people as we can as quickly as we can and as thoroughly as we can."
That includes a commitment from the federal government to foot the bill for debris removal and emergency protective measures for six months. The money will address the impacts of landslides and flooding and will cover costs of first responders, search and rescue teams, shelters, and mass feeding.
"We're not leaving until you're back on your feet completely," Biden said. 
Vice President Kamala Harris traveled to neighboring Georgia, where she said the president had approved a request to pick up the tab for similar emergency aid there for three months.
Biden plans on traveling to disaster areas in Florida and Georgia on Thursday. 
Devastation from Florida to Tennessee
Employees at a plastics factory in rural Tennessee who kept working last week until water flooded their parking lot and power went out at the plant were among those killed. The floodwaters swept 11 workers away, and only five were rescued. Two are confirmed dead.
Tennessee state authorities said they are investigating the company that owns the factory after some employees said they weren't allowed to leave in time to avoid the storm's impact. 
Hospitals and health care organizations in the Southeast mostly stayed open despite dealing with blackouts, wind damage, supply issues and flooding. Many hospitals halted elective procedures, while only a few closed completely. 
In Florida, officials were turning to "low-risk" state prisoners to help clear the mountains of debris left behind. 
"Department of Corrections, they do prison labor anyways. So they're bringing them to do debris removal," Gov. Ron DeSantis told reporters on Wednesday. 
___

Verduzco reported from Swannanoa, North Carolina, and Seewer from Toledo, Ohio. Contributing to this report were Associated Press journalists Brittany Peterson in Hendersonville, North Carolina; Kate Payne in Madiera Beach, Fla.; John Raby in Charleston, West Virginia; Brendan Farrington in Tallahassee, Florida; Jonathan Mattise in Nashville, Tennessee; Michael Kunzelman in College Park, Maryland; and Cedar Attanasio and Jim Mustian in New York.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/helene-asheville-north-carolina-3f812f70c4d2649e2198362e9ae42b06
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            Smoke rises a neighborhood that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in Dahieh, Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Palestinians mourn for relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            People collecting remains of victims after an airstrike that hit an apartment in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A rescue worker surveys an apartment building hit by an airstrike in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A rescue worker surveys an apartment hit by an airstrike in Beirut, Lebanon, early Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A Syrian family fleeing the war in Lebanon arrive at the Syrian-Lebanese border crossing in Jousieh, Syria, Tuesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Sanadiki)
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            Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A demonstrator waves a Palestinian flag at a rally commemorating slain Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah, in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Smoke rises a neighborhood that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in Dahieh, Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Palestinians mourn for relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians mourn for relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            People collecting remains of victims after an airstrike that hit an apartment in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A rescue worker surveys an apartment hit by an airstrike in Beirut, Lebanon, early Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Soldiers carry the coffin of Israeli Army Capt. Eitan Yitzhak Oster, who was killed in action in Lebanon, during his funeral at Mt. Herzl military cemetery in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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    Read the latest: Follow the AP's live coverage of the escalating conflicts in the Middle East.


    


BEIRUT (AP) -- Israel pressed forward on two fronts Wednesday, pursuing a ground incursion into Lebanon against Hezbollah that left eight Israeli soldiers dead and conducting strikes in Gaza that killed dozens, including children. As Israel vowed to retaliate for Iran's ballistic missile attack a day earlier, the region braced for further escalation.
Iran, which backs both Hezbollah and the Hamas militants who run the Gaza Strip, launched dozens of missiles into Israel on Tuesday night, another escalation in a tit-for-tat cycle that is pushing the Middle East closer to a regional war. Israel warned that the attack would have "repercussions."
The Israeli military said seven soldiers were killed in two Hezbollah attacks in southern Lebanon on Wednesday, without elaborating. The deaths followed an earlier announcement of the first Israeli combat death in Lebanon since the start of the incursion -- a 22-year-old captain in a commando brigade. Another seven troops were wounded.

    


Together, the deaths announced on the eve of Rosh Hashana, the Jewish new year, were some of the biggest casualties sustained by Israeli forces in months.




In Gaza, where the nearly yearlong war that triggered the widening conflict rages with no end in sight, Israeli ground and air operations in the territory's second-largest city of Khan Younis killed at least 51 people, including women and children, Palestinian medical officials said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

And late Wednesday night, an Israeli airstrike hit an apartment building near the Lebanese capital's city center, the second time Israel has struck central Beirut this week. At least six people were killed and seven wounded in the residential Bashoura district. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Israel battles militants on two fronts and reports 8 combat deaths as fears of a wider war mount
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports on funerals for an Israeli commando and, in Sidon, victims of Israeli airstrikes in Lebanon.

    

Residents reported a sulfur-like smell following the attack, and Lebanon's state-run National News Agency accused Israel of using internationally banned phosphorous bombs. Human rights groups have in the past accused Israel of using white phosphorus incendiary shells on towns and villages in conflict-hit southern Lebanon.

    


Multiple strikes were also reported in Beirut's southern suburbs in areas issued evacuation warnings by the Israeli army. The area struck in central Beirut was not covered in those warnings.
The latest actions on multiple fronts have raised fears of a wider conflict that could draw in Iran as well as the United States, which has rushed military assets to the region in support of Israel.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Meanwhile, Syria's state-run SANA news agency said an Israeli airstrike hit a residential building in Damascus on Wednesday evening, killing three people and wounding at least three others. An Associated Press journalist at the scene said the missile appeared to have targeted the bottom floor of a four-story apartment building.
There was no immediate comment from Israel, which frequently hits targets linked to Iran or allied groups in Syria, but rarely claims the strikes.
Hezbollah says its fighters clashed with Israeli troops
Hezbollah, widely seen as the most powerful Iranian-armed group in the region, said its fighters clashed with Israeli troops in two places inside Lebanon near the border. The Israeli military said ground forces backed by airstrikes killed militants in "close-range engagements," without saying where.

    


Israeli media reported infantry and tank units operating in southern Lebanon after the military sent thousands of additional troops and artillery to the border.
The Israeli soldiers' deaths announced Wednesday followed other military losses this year. In June, an explosion in southern Gaza killed eight Israeli soldiers. In January, 21 Israeli troops were killed in a single attack by Palestinian militants in central Gaza, the deadliest single attack on Israeli forces since the Israel-Hamas war erupted almost a year ago.
The Israeli military warned people in 50 Lebanese villages and towns to evacuate north of the Awali River, some 60 kilometers (37 miles) from the border and much farther than the northern edge of a U.N.-declared zone intended to serve as a buffer between Israel and Hezbollah after their 2006 war. Hundreds of thousands have already fled their homes.

    


Israel has said it will continue striking Hezbollah until it is safe for tens of thousands of its citizens displaced from homes near the Lebanon border to return. Hezbollah has vowed to keep firing rockets into Israel until there is a cease-fire in Gaza.
Israeli strikes have killed more than 1,000 people in Lebanon over the past two weeks, nearly a quarter of them women and children, according to Lebanon's Health Ministry.
Meanwhile, Israel lashed out at the United Nations, declaring Secretary-General Antonio Guterres persona non grata and banned from entering the country. Israeli Foreign Minister Israel Katz accused him of failing to unequivocally condemn Tuesday night's Iranian missile attack. The move deepens an already wide rift between Israel and the United Nations.

    


Palestinians describe massive raid in Gaza
The Health Ministry in Gaza said at least 51 people were killed and 82 wounded in the operation in Khan Younis that began early Wednesday. Records at the European Hospital showed seven women and 12 children, as young as 22 months old, were among those killed.
Another 23 people, including two children, were killed in separate strikes across Gaza, according to local hospitals.
The Israeli military did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Residents said Israel had carried out heavy airstrikes as its ground forces staged an incursion into three neighborhoods of Khan Younis. Mahmoud al-Razd, whose four relatives were killed, described heavy destruction and said first responders had struggled to reach destroyed homes.
"The explosions and shelling were massive," he told The Associated Press. "Many people are thought to be under the rubble, and no one can retrieve them."
Israel carried out a weekslong offensive earlier this year in Khan Younis that left much of the city in ruins. Israeli forces have repeatedly returned to areas of Gaza as militants have regrouped.
On Oct. 7, Hamas-led militants killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, in an attack in southern Israel and took around 250 hostage. Some 100 are still held, around 65 of whom are believed to be alive.
Israel's retaliatory offensive has killed over 41,000 Palestinians, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not differentiate between fighters and civilians but says more than half were women and children. The Israeli military says it has killed over 17,000 militants, without providing evidence.
Iran fires missiles to avenge attacks on militant allies
Iran launched at least 180 missiles into Israel on Tuesday in what it said was retaliation for the devastating blows Israel landed recently against Hezbollah, which has been firing rockets into Israel since the war in Gaza began in solidarity with Hamas.
Israelis scrambled for bomb shelters as air-raid sirens sounded and the orange glow of missiles streaked across the night sky.
The Israeli military said it intercepted many of the incoming Iranian missiles, though some landed in central and southern Israel. Several landed in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, killing a Palestinian man.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu vowed to retaliate, saying Iran "made a big mistake tonight and it will pay for it."
U.S. President Joe Biden said his administration is "fully supportive" of Israel and that he's discussing with aides what the appropriate response should be. 
Iran said it would respond to any violation of its sovereignty with even heavier strikes on Israeli infrastructure.
Iran said it fired the missiles as retaliation for attacks that killed leaders of Hezbollah, Hamas and its own paramilitary Revolutionary Guard. It referenced Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah and Guard Gen. Abbas Nilforushan, both killed in an Israeli airstrike last week in Beirut. It also mentioned Ismail Haniyeh, a top leader in Hamas who was killed in Tehran in a suspected Israeli attack in July.
___

Magdy reported from Cairo. Associated Press writers Wafaa Shurafa in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip; Jack Jeffrey in Jerusalem and Melanie Lidman in Tel Aviv, Israel, contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            Unicoi County Hospital tried to evacuate 11 patients and 43 others Friday morning after Hurricane Helene caused the Nolichucky River to flood, driving them from the building's interior. The conditions made rescue efforts difficult.
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            In this image made from a video provided by NewsNation, people can be seen on the roof of the Unicoi County Hospital in Erwin, Tenn., on Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (NewsNation via AP)
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            An aerial view of flood damage in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Erwin, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            An aerial view of flood damage in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Erwin, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            An aerial view of flood-damaged Unicoi County Hospital in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Erwin, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            An aerial view of flood-damaged Unicoi County Hospital in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Erwin, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            This image taken from video from the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency shows a helicopter on the roof of Unicoi County Hospital in Erwin, Tenn., where patients and staff had to be rescued from after the Nolichucky River flooded and surrounded the building from Hurricane Helene, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (Tennessee Emergency Management Agency via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Helene's flooding swept away 11 workers at a Tennessee factory. Now the state is investigating

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 7

                                    
                                    Unicoi County Hospital tried to evacuate 11 patients and 43 others Friday morning after Hurricane Helene caused the Nolichucky River to flood, driving them from the building's interior. The conditions made rescue efforts difficult.
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            In this image made from a video provided by NewsNation, people can be seen on the roof of the Unicoi County Hospital in Erwin, Tenn., on Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (NewsNation via AP)
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            An aerial view of flood damage in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Erwin, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            An aerial view of flood damage in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Erwin, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            An aerial view of flood-damaged Unicoi County Hospital in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Erwin, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            An aerial view of flood-damaged Unicoi County Hospital in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Erwin, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            This image taken from video from the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency shows a helicopter on the roof of Unicoi County Hospital in Erwin, Tenn., where patients and staff had to be rescued from after the Nolichucky River flooded and surrounded the building from Hurricane Helene, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (Tennessee Emergency Management Agency via AP)
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Tennessee state authorities said Wednesday they were investigating the company that owns a plastics factory where 11 workers were swept away by cataclysmic flooding unleashed by Hurricane Helene.
As the nearby Nolichucky River swelled from rainfall, employees in the Impact Plastics factory in Erwin, a small community in rural Tennessee, kept working. Several asserted that they weren't allowed to leave in time to avoid the storm's impact. It wasn't until water flooded into the parking lot and the power went out that the plant shut down and sent workers home.
Several never made it.
The raging waters swept 11 people away, and only five were rescued. Two of them are confirmed dead and are part of a toll across six states that has surpassed 180. Four others from the factory are still missing since they were washed away Friday in Erwin, where dozens of people were also rescued off the roof of a hospital.

    


Tennessee Bureau of Investigation spokesperson Leslie Earhart said Wednesday that the agency is investigating allegations involving Impact Plastics at the direction of the local prosecutor.




District Attorney Steven R. Finney said in a statement that he asked the bureau to look into any potential criminal violations related to the "occurrences" on Friday.
"Impact Plastics has not been contacted by the TBI yet but will fully cooperate with their investigation," said the company's spokesperson, Tony Treadway. He said the company is preparing an internal review, which it will release to the public.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Secondary to the Bureau of Investigation, the state's workplace safety office opened its own probe Wednesday into the circumstances behind the deaths. While announcing the investigation, the Tennessee Occupational Safety and Health Administration noted that companies have eight hours to report a workplace death, and it hadn't yet received a fatality report from Impact Plastics as of Wednesday evening.

    


Some workers managed to drive away from the plant, while others got caught on a clogged road where water rose high enough to sweep vehicles away. Videos show the brown floodwaters covering the nearby highway and lapping at the doors of Impact Plastics.
Jacob Ingram, a mold changer at the factory, filmed himself and four others waiting for rescue as bobbing vehicles floated by. He later posted the videos on Facebook with the caption, "Just wanna say im lucky to be alive." Videos of their helicopter rescue were posted on social media later Saturday.
In one video, Ingram looks down at the camera, a green Tennessee National Guard helicopter hovering above him, hoisting one of the other survivors. In another, a soldier rigs the next evacuee in a harness.
Impact Plastics said in a statement Monday that it "continued to monitor weather conditions" Friday and that managers dismissed employees "when water began to cover the parking lot and the adjacent service road, and the plant lost power."
In interviews with local news outlets, two of the workers who made it out of the facility disputed those claims. One told News 5 WCYB that employees were made to wait until it was "too late." Another, Ingram made a similar statement to the Knoxville News Sentinel.

    


"They should've evacuated when we got the flash flood warnings, and when they saw the parking lot," Ingram said. "We asked them if we should evacuate, and they told us not yet, it wasn't bad enough."
Worker Robert Jarvis told News 5 WCYB that the company should have let them leave earlier.
Jarvis said he tried to drive away in his car, but the water on the main road got too high, and only off-road vehicles were finding ways out of the flood zone.
"The water was coming up," he said. "A guy in a 4x4 came, picked a bunch of us up and saved our lives, or we'd have been dead, too."
The 11 workers found temporary respite on the back of a truck driven by a passerby, but it soon tipped over after debris hit it, Ingram said.
Ingram said he survived by grabbing onto plastic pipes that were on the truck. He said he and four others floated for about half a mile (about 800 meters) before they found safety on a sturdy pile of debris.

    


Ingram's father, Michael Graham, said Ingram was resting at home Wednesday after getting treated for cuts and lung problems and that his phone wasn't working anymore. He said Ingram had called him from the truck, afraid for his life.
"We got a call, Jacob saying, 'I'm stuck at work, we're on the back of a semitruck. We climbed as high as we can. Just tell everybody I love them if I don't make it out again,'" Graham said.
He welcomed the criminal investigation into the company, saying accountability could save lives in the future.
"It does seem ridiculous to me that this plant wasn't evacuated," Graham said. 
"We are devastated by the tragic loss of great employees," Impact Plastics founder Gerald O'Connor said in the statement Monday. "Those who are missing or deceased, and their families are in our thoughts and prayers."

    


The two confirmed dead at the Tennessee plastics factory are Mexican citizens, said Lisa Sherman-Nikolaus, executive director at the Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition. She said many of the victims' families have started online fundraisers to cover funeral costs and other expenses.

Bertha Mendoza was with her sister when the flooding started, but they got separated, according to a eulogy on her GoFundMe page authored by her daughter-in-law, who declined an interview request.
"She was loved dearly by her family, community, her church family, and co-workers," the eulogy read.
___
Attanasio reported from New York. AP journalists Rhonda Shafner and Beatrice Dupuy contributed from New York.
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Witt gets another big hit to send the Royals into ALDS with a 2-game sweep of the Orioles
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            Kansas City Royals' Bobby Witt Jr. (7) hits a single as home plate umpire Ben May, left, and Baltimore Orioles catcher Adley Rutschman look on during the third inning in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Kansas City Royals' Kyle Isbel scores on an infield single by Bobby Witt Jr. during the sixth inning in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game against the Baltimore Orioles, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Baltimore Orioles' Colton Cowser reacts after being hit by a pitch from Kansas City Royals pitcher Angel Zerpa during the fifth inning in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Kansas City Royals' Vinnie Pasquantino connects for a single against the Baltimore Orioles during the fifth inning in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            Kansas City Royals' Vinnie Pasquantino reacts after hitting a single against the Baltimore Orioles during the fifth inning in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Baltimore Orioles shortstop Gunnar Henderson, top left, leaps to avoid the slide of Kansas City Royals' Hunter Renfroe (16) after forcing him out on a ground ball hit by Kyle Isbel during the second inning in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. Second base umpire Bill Miller, second from right, and third base Jordan Westburg (11) look on. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Kansas City Royals shortstop Bobby Witt Jr., center, reacts with a staff member after defeating the Baltimore Orioles 2-1 in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            Kansas City Royals catcher Salvador Perez, right, holds a cell phone as he and teammates celebrate after defeating the Baltimore Orioles 2-1 in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Kansas City Royals players and staff pose for photographers after defeating the Baltimore Orioles 2-1 in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            10 of 14 | 
            Kansas City Royals catcher Salvador Perez reacts after defeating the Baltimore Orioles 2-1 in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            11 of 14 | 
            Kansas City Royals outfielder Hunter Renfroe, center, celebrates with teammates following Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game against the Baltimore Orioles, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. The Royals won 2-1. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Kansas City Royals manager Matt Quatraro gestures after his team defeated the Baltimore Orioles 2-1 in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            13 of 14 | 
            Baltimore Orioles' Gunnar Henderson, left, walks to the dugout after striking out for the final out as Kansas City Royals pitcher Lucas Erceg, right, and catcher Salvador Perez react following Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. The Royals won 2-1. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 14 | 
            Kansas City Royals pitcher Lucas Erceg reacts after striking out Baltimore Orioles' Gunnar Henderson for the final out in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. The Royals won 2-1. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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        Witt gets another big hit to send the Royals into ALDS with a 2-game sweep of the Orioles
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            1 of 14 | 
            Kansas City Royals' Bobby Witt Jr. (7) hits a single as home plate umpire Ben May, left, and Baltimore Orioles catcher Adley Rutschman look on during the third inning in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            2 of 14 | 
            Kansas City Royals' Kyle Isbel scores on an infield single by Bobby Witt Jr. during the sixth inning in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game against the Baltimore Orioles, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Baltimore Orioles' Colton Cowser reacts after being hit by a pitch from Kansas City Royals pitcher Angel Zerpa during the fifth inning in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            4 of 14 | 
            Kansas City Royals' Vinnie Pasquantino connects for a single against the Baltimore Orioles during the fifth inning in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            Kansas City Royals' Vinnie Pasquantino reacts after hitting a single against the Baltimore Orioles during the fifth inning in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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                                    Kansas City Royals' Vinnie Pasquantino reacts after hitting a single against the Baltimore Orioles during the fifth inning in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Baltimore Orioles shortstop Gunnar Henderson, top left, leaps to avoid the slide of Kansas City Royals' Hunter Renfroe (16) after forcing him out on a ground ball hit by Kyle Isbel during the second inning in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. Second base umpire Bill Miller, second from right, and third base Jordan Westburg (11) look on. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Kansas City Royals shortstop Bobby Witt Jr., center, reacts with a staff member after defeating the Baltimore Orioles 2-1 in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            Kansas City Royals catcher Salvador Perez, right, holds a cell phone as he and teammates celebrate after defeating the Baltimore Orioles 2-1 in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Kansas City Royals players and staff pose for photographers after defeating the Baltimore Orioles 2-1 in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            10 of 14 | 
            Kansas City Royals catcher Salvador Perez reacts after defeating the Baltimore Orioles 2-1 in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            11 of 14 | 
            Kansas City Royals outfielder Hunter Renfroe, center, celebrates with teammates following Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game against the Baltimore Orioles, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. The Royals won 2-1. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Kansas City Royals manager Matt Quatraro gestures after his team defeated the Baltimore Orioles 2-1 in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            13 of 14 | 
            Baltimore Orioles' Gunnar Henderson, left, walks to the dugout after striking out for the final out as Kansas City Royals pitcher Lucas Erceg, right, and catcher Salvador Perez react following Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. The Royals won 2-1. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Kansas City Royals pitcher Lucas Erceg reacts after striking out Baltimore Orioles' Gunnar Henderson for the final out in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. The Royals won 2-1. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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                                    Kansas City Royals pitcher Lucas Erceg reacts after striking out Baltimore Orioles' Gunnar Henderson for the final out in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. The Royals won 2-1. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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                                        BALTIMORE (AP) -- Bobby Witt Jr. beat out an infield single to drive in the go-ahead run and send the Kansas City Royals into an AL Division Series with a 2-1 victory over the Baltimore Orioles on Wednesday for a two-game sweep of their Wild Card Series.
With two outs and runners at the corners in sixth inning, Witt hit a grounder to the edge of the dirt behind second base, where Jordan Westburg made a diving stop and throw to first. Witt was already there after zooming 90 feet in 4.14 seconds, allowing Kyle Isbel to score from third.
"I just had to try to run," Witt said.
It was the second consecutive game in which the AL batting champion provided the decisive hit. Witt's RBI single in Tuesday's series opener plated the only run in a 1-0 victory.
"You never know when this opportunity ever is going to happen again, so got to make the most of it while you have it," Witt said. "That's the fun part of this game. This is why we do it, these situations here."

    


Kansas City, which endured two seven-game losing streaks over the final month of the season, advanced to face the AL East champion New York Yankees. Game 1 is Saturday in the Bronx.




Cedric Mullins homered for the Orioles, who fell to 0-5 during two quick playoff exits the past two years. Baltimore has dropped its last 10 postseason games.
The new-look Royals lost 106 games last season but used a 30-win improvement to get back to October for the first time since winning the 2015 World Series.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Second baseman Michael Massey, who led off the game with a double and scored on a single by Vinnie Pasquantino, said the front office bringing in experienced veterans with playoff experience like Tommy Pham, Yuli Gurriel, Michael Wacha and Will Smith made this possible.
"They've been there before, they've done it, so I think it's helped a lot of guys," Massey said. "It's helped us, for sure me, to be around those guys and just watch them, more than anything, and see how they go about their business, has been -- I think that's helped us stay even keel."

    


The Royals left 12 runners on base and got through another close game with a razor-thin margin for error thanks to some masterful managing by Matt Quatraro, himself a postseason rookie like Witt, Game 1 winner Cole Ragans and so many others. 
Quatraro let starter Seth Lugo get an out after loading the bases with nobody out in the fifth before spinning up bullpen roulette, starting with winning pitcher Angel Zerpa, who got KC out of that jam and then got the first out of the sixth. John Schreiber got three more outs, Sam Long two, Kris Bubic three and Lucas Erceg the final three to earn his second save of the series.
"It's so impressive that they believe in themselves and they trust their stuff and they just come after some of the best hitters in the world," Quatraro said.
Cionel Perez took the loss.
The Orioles were swept in their only playoff series for a second consecutive year, going 1 for 13 with runners in scoring position this time and 5 for 32 combined. They face numerous offseason questions, from the future of manager Brandon Hyde to the possibility of losing pending free-agent starter Corbin Burnes.

    


"Especially when you lose like this, there's frustration, there's anger, there's disappointment because you felt like there was opportunities there in those couple games to change the score, and it didn't happen," Hyde said.
TRAINER'S ROOM
Orioles: LF Colton Cowser broke his left hand when it was hit by the ball as he struck out swinging in the fifth. He exited after six innings.
UP NEXT

The Royals face Yankees ace Gerrit Cole in the opener of their ALDS, with any starter but Ragans or Lugo rested and ready to go. Wacha had been in line to start Game 3 against Baltimore.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/2024-mlb-playoffs-royals-orioles-score-537540033ada068a67c81aadd207ae96
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Gritty Tigers close out playoff sweep of Astros with 5-2 victory in Game 2 of Wild Card Series

    Gritty Tigers close out playoff sweep of Astros with 5-2 victory in Game 2 of Wild Card Series

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 16 | 
            Detroit Tigers' Andy Ibanez celebrates his bases-clearing double against the Houston Astros in the eighth inning of Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            2 of 16 | 
            The Detroit Tigers celebrate in the clubhouse after defeating the Houston Astros in Game 2 to clinch the AL Wild Card baseball series, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            3 of 16 | 
            Detroit Tigers manager A.J. Hinch celebrates with his team in the clubhouse after defeating the Houston Astros in Game 2 to clinch the AL Wild Card baseball series, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            4 of 16 | 
            Detroit Tigers' Andy Ibanez follows through on a bases-clearing double against the Houston Astros in the eighth inning of Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            5 of 16 | 
            Detroit Tigers catcher Jake Rogers reaches out for the throw to the plate as Houston Astros' Jeremy Pena, right, scores on a Jose Altuve sacrifice fly in the seventh inning of Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            6 of 16 | 
            Houston Astros' Josh Hader throws to the Detroit Tigers in the eighth inning of Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            7 of 16 | 
            Detroit Tigers' Spencer Torkelson, center, celebrates in front of umpire Jordan Baker, left, and Houston Astros catcher Yainer Diaz, right, after Torkelson scored on a bases-clearing double by Andy Ibanez in the eighth inning of Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            8 of 16 | 
            Houston Astros' Mauricio Dubon celebrates his bunt for a single against the Detroit Tigers in the seventh inning of Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            9 of 16 | 
            Detroit Tigers third baseman Zach McKinstry (39) and shortstop Trey Sweeney (27) celebrate after completing a double play that off a ground ball by Houston Astros' Yainer Diaz in the sixth inning of Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            10 of 16 | 
            Detroit Tigers catcher Jake Rogers (34) and relief pitcher Jackson Jobe (21) work on Jobe's communications device as home plate umpire Jordan Baker (71) looks on in the seventh inning of Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            11 of 16 | 
            The Detroit Tigers celebrate in the clubhouse after defeating the Houston Astros in Game 2 to clinch the AL Wild Card baseball series, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            12 of 16 | 
            The Detroit Tigers pose for a team photo after their 5-2 win against the Houston Astros in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            Detroit Tigers manager A.J. Hinch, center, celebrates his team's 5-2 win against the Houston Astros in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            The Detroit Tigers celebrate in the clubhouse after defeating the Houston Astros in Game 2 to clinch the AL Wild Card baseball series, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            Detroit Tigers' Wenceel Perez, right, celebrates with the team in the clubhouse after defeating the Houston Astros in Game 2 to clinch the AL Wild Card baseball series, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            The Detroit Tigers celebrate in the clubhouse after defeating the Houston Astros in Game 2 to clinch the AL Wild Card baseball series, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            Detroit Tigers' Andy Ibanez follows through on a bases-clearing double against the Houston Astros in the eighth inning of Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            Houston Astros' Josh Hader throws to the Detroit Tigers in the eighth inning of Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            Detroit Tigers' Spencer Torkelson, center, celebrates in front of umpire Jordan Baker, left, and Houston Astros catcher Yainer Diaz, right, after Torkelson scored on a bases-clearing double by Andy Ibanez in the eighth inning of Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            Houston Astros' Mauricio Dubon celebrates his bunt for a single against the Detroit Tigers in the seventh inning of Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 16

                                    
                                    Houston Astros' Mauricio Dubon celebrates his bunt for a single against the Detroit Tigers in the seventh inning of Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 16 | 
            Detroit Tigers third baseman Zach McKinstry (39) and shortstop Trey Sweeney (27) celebrate after completing a double play that off a ground ball by Houston Astros' Yainer Diaz in the sixth inning of Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            Detroit Tigers catcher Jake Rogers (34) and relief pitcher Jackson Jobe (21) work on Jobe's communications device as home plate umpire Jordan Baker (71) looks on in the seventh inning of Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            The Detroit Tigers celebrate in the clubhouse after defeating the Houston Astros in Game 2 to clinch the AL Wild Card baseball series, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            The Detroit Tigers pose for a team photo after their 5-2 win against the Houston Astros in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            Detroit Tigers catcher Jake Rogers, center, celebrates with the team in the clubhouse after the their 5-2 win against the Houston Astros in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            The Detroit Tigers celebrate in the clubhouse after defeating the Houston Astros in Game 2 to clinch the AL Wild Card baseball series, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            Detroit Tigers' Wenceel Perez, right, celebrates with the team in the clubhouse after defeating the Houston Astros in Game 2 to clinch the AL Wild Card baseball series, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    16 of 16

                                    
                                    Detroit Tigers' Wenceel Perez, right, celebrates with the team in the clubhouse after defeating the Houston Astros in Game 2 to clinch the AL Wild Card baseball series, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            KRISTIE RIEKEN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- Manager A.J. Hinch wanted his Detroit Tigers to embody their home city. Hard-working with a never-give-up attitude, but most of all a team that had grit.
That's how they stormed into October -- and just kept going.
Andy Ibanez hit a tiebreaking three-run double in Detroit's four-run eighth inning, and the Tigers swept the Houston Astros with a 5-2 victory in Game 2 of their AL Wild Card Series on Wednesday.
"Our city is built on grit," a jubilant Hinch said in a prosecco-soaked clubhouse. "That's what it is. I remember saying that I wanted to have a team that this city is proud of. I think the city is pretty proud of what we're doing and how we're doing it and the fight that this team shows."
Parker Meadows homered as Detroit ended Houston's run of seven consecutive appearances in the AL Championship Series. It was a sweet moment for Hinch, who led Houston to a championship in 2017 and was fired in the aftermath of the Astros' sign-stealing scandal.

    


"This is what you play for," he said. "Baseball's great." 
Next up for the wild-card Tigers is a trip to Cleveland to take on the AL Central champions in a best-of-five AL Division Series. Game 1 is on Saturday.




"Regardless that nobody was rooting for us, regardless that nobody was putting us in the playoffs in a good spot, we didn't care," Ibanez said. "We just put in hard work ... to make the results come." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kerry Carpenter sparked Detroit's eighth-inning rally with a one-out single off Ryan Pressly (0-1), who converted his first 14 postseason save opportunities. Carpenter advanced to third on a single by Matt Vierling and scored on a wild pitch, tying it at 2.
Pressly departed after Colt Keith reached on a two-out walk, and closer Josh Hader walked Spencer Torkelson to load the bases.
Hinch then sent Ibanez up to hit for Zach McKinstry, and he lined a 1-2 sinker into the corner in left for a 5-2 lead.

    


Ibanez hadn't driven in a run since Sept. 10. He hit just .167 in September.
"He's had a tough stretch," Hinch said. "But his season restarts in October, and he's showing that."
Vierling, Keith and Torkelson jumped around and high-fived in celebration after scoring on Ibanez's clutch swing. Ibanez raised his arms high above his head and smiled as he reached second.
Hader, who signed a $95 million, five-year contract with Houston in January, allowed three hits and walked two in 1 1/3 innings.
Detroit used seven different pitchers a day after pitching Triple Crown winner Tarik Skubal got the win in the series opener. Sean Guenther pitched 1 2/3 innings for the win in Game 2, and Will Vest handled the ninth for the save.
In the postseason for the first time since 2014, Detroit also got a solo home run from Meadows in the sixth to help the franchise to its first playoff series win since the 2013 ALDS.
Just making it to the playoffs seemed improbable before Detroit went 31-13 down the stretch in the regular season, helped along by the leadership of Hinch -- who knows a little something about October success from his time with the Astros.

    


"They did everything right to win the series," Houston second baseman Jose Altuve said.
Eight of the first nine Wild Card Series since they began in 2002 have been sweeps. It's the fourth sweep in postseason history for the Tigers, who previously swept the AL Championship Series in 1984, 2006 and 2012.
The Astros jumped in front in the seventh, but they lost their seventh straight postseason game at home. Houston's ALCS streak included four World Series appearances and two titles.
"It's tough," manager Joe Espada said. "But I want our guys to be proud of how far we've come. It was a very challenging season, and we reached the postseason -- that's our goal every year. We win the division, and then play deep into the playoffs. It didn't happen for us this year, but I want our guys to be proud of their resiliency and how tough this season was."
The AL West champions failed to get the big hits they relied on in the regular season, but manufactured a pair of runs with hustle plays in the seventh.

    


Mauricio Dubon hit a bunt single to load the bases with no outs. Pinch-hitter Jon Singleton hit a chopper that was fielded by first baseman Torkelson, who threw home from his knees. The throw was in front of the plate and not in time to beat Victor Caratini.
Torkelson, who was given an error on the play, smacked the ground in disgust after Caratini touched home, tying it at 1.
Altuve then hit a flyball that Vierling caught in foul territory in right, but his throw home wasn't in time to beat the speedy Jeremy Pena.
Houston designated hitter Yordan Alvarez returned for this series after sitting out since spraining his right knee Sept. 22. He had two hits Tuesday, but he went 0 for 3 with a walk in Game 2 while clearly still struggling with the injury. 
Asked if he would have played if these were regular-season games, he said: "That's a really good question, I don't know." 

Houston starter Hunter Brown had allowed just one hit on a double in the second when Meadows smacked his home run off the foul pole in right field to start the sixth.
Brown struck out nine in 5 1/3 innings in his eighth postseason game and first start.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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US school-entry vaccination rates fall as exemptions keep rising
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                    FILE - A vial of a measles, mumps and rubella vaccine sits on a countertop at a pediatrics clinic in Greenbrae, Calif., on Feb. 6, 2015. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. kindergarten vaccination rates dipped last year and the proportion of children with exemptions rose to an all-time high, according to federal data posted Wednesday.
The share of kids exempted from vaccine requirements rose to 3.3%, up from 3% the year before. Meanwhile, 92.7% of kindergartners got their required shots, which is a little lower than the previous two years. Before the COVID-19 pandemic the vaccination rate was 95%, the coverage level that makes it unlikely that a single infection will spark a disease cluster or outbreak.
The changes may seem slight but are significant, translating to about 80,000 kids not getting vaccinated, health officials say.
The rates help explain a worrisome creep in cases of whooping cough, measles and other vaccine-preventable diseases, said Dr. Raynard Washington, chair of the Big Cities Health Coalition, which represents 35 large metropolitan public health departments.

    


"We all have been challenged with emerging outbreaks ... across the country," said Washington, the director of the health department serving Charlotte, North Carolina.




The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention data show that coverage with MMR, DTaP, polio and chickenpox vaccines decreased in more than 30 states among kindergartners for the 2023-2024 school year, Washington noted.
Public health officials focus on vaccination rates for kindergartners because schools can be cauldrons for germs and launching pads for community outbreaks. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For years, those rates were high, thanks largely to school attendance mandates that required key vaccinations. All U.S. states and territories require that children attending child care centers and schools be vaccinated against a number of diseases, including, measles, mumps, polio, tetanus, whooping cough and chickenpox.
All states allow exemptions for children with medical conditions that prevent them from receiving certain vaccines. And most also permit exemptions for religious or other nonmedical reasons.

    


In the last decade, the percentage of kindergartners with medical exemptions has held steady, at about 0.2%. But the percentage with nonmedical exemptions has inched up, lifting the overall exemption rate from 1.6% in the 2011-2012 school year to more than twice that last year.
The rates can be influenced by state laws or policies that make it harder or easier to obtain exemptions, and by local attitudes among families and doctors about the need to get children vaccinated. For example, according to the CDC data, 14.3% of kindergartners had an exemption to one or more vaccines in Idaho. But fewer than 1% did in Connecticut and Mississippi.
Within states, clustering of unvaccinated kids can be even more concentrated in particular communities or schools, said Noel Brewer, a University of North Carolina professor of health behavior.
"People who are skeptical (about vaccinees) tend to live close to one another and create the conditions for a breakthrough of measles and other diseases," he said.
The slide in vaccination rates was not unexpected. Online misinformation and the political schism that emerged around COVID-19 vaccines have led more parents to question the routine childhood vaccinations that they used to automatically accept, experts say. 

    


A decrease has already been reported in Louisville, Kentucky -- a city that has been celebrated as a vaccination success story. And a CDC report last week noted a decline in vaccination rates for 2-year-olds.
Measles and whooping cough cases are at their highest levels since 2019, and there are still three months left in the year. And 200 flu-associated pediatric deaths were reported in the 2023-2024 season, the most since 2009.
Charlotte's Mecklenburg County this year saw North Carolina's first measles case since 2018. Mecklenburg also saw 19 whooping cough infections and three people with mumps earlier this year, said Washington, who noted the county usually sees none.
Increases in international travel and people moving to the Charlotte area from other countries raises the risk of introduction of vaccine-preventable diseases, "so it's concerning when you start to lose coverage of vaccines among your population," Washington said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
___
This story has been corrected to show the data was posted Wednesday, not Tuesday.
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In music and dance, Sudanese performers transport refugee audiences back home
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe dancers, who lost some of their relatives during the conflict in Sudan, Hoda Othman, right, and Kamal perform Al Saysaed dance from East Sudan during a rehearsal, in Cairo, Egypt, Tuesday, Sept.10, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 16 | 
            Sudanese Camirata troupe dancer Hoda Othman, who lost some of her relatives during the conflict in Sudan, puts on her dress during a rehearsal, in Cairo, Egypt, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe dancers Hoda Othman, right, and Amal Soliman put makeup on before their show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe dancer Hoda Othman puts makeup on before their show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe members chat with their families on mobile phones before their show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe perform at the Italian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Wednesday, July 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe dancer Hoda Othman, performs a dance from Central Sudan, "Al-Arda", as Sudanese and foreign audience react during a show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe dancers perform a dance from South Sudan, during a show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            In this image taken with a slow shutter speed, Sudanese Camirata troupe dancers perform a "Al Hamal Rakd" dance from West Sudan, during a show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            In this image taken with a slow shutter speed, Sudanese Camirata troupe dancers perform a "Al Hamal Rakd" dance from West Sudan, during a show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe dancer Fatma Farid, 21, whose aunt was killed in 2023 when an explosive fell on their house in al-Obeid, the capital of North Kordofan, performs at the Italian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Wednesday, July 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe founder Dafallah el-Hag holds his traditional handmade "Agamo", during a show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe founder Dafallah el-Hag performs as Sudanese and foreign audience react during a show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sudanese refugees sitting in the audience cry as they watch Camirata troupe traditional show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sarah Naqd Allah, from Sudan's main opposition Umma Party, cries as she watches Camirata troupe traditional show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe founder Dafallah el-Hag, center, greets Sudanese and foreign audience at the end of a show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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        In music and dance, Sudanese performers transport refugee audiences back home
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe dancers, who lost some of their relatives during the conflict in Sudan, Hoda Othman, right, and Kamal perform Al Saysaed dance from East Sudan during a rehearsal, in Cairo, Egypt, Tuesday, Sept.10, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe dancer Hoda Othman, who lost some of her relatives during the conflict in Sudan, puts on her dress during a rehearsal, in Cairo, Egypt, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe dancers Hoda Othman, right, and Amal Soliman put makeup on before their show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe dancer Hoda Othman puts makeup on before their show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe members chat with their families on mobile phones before their show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe perform at the Italian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Wednesday, July 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe dancer Hoda Othman, performs a dance from Central Sudan, "Al-Arda", as Sudanese and foreign audience react during a show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 16

                                    
                                    Sudanese Camirata troupe dancer Hoda Othman, performs a dance from Central Sudan, "Al-Arda", as Sudanese and foreign audience react during a show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 16 | 
            Sudanese Camirata troupe dancers perform a dance from South Sudan, during a show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            In this image taken with a slow shutter speed, Sudanese Camirata troupe dancers perform a "Al Hamal Rakd" dance from West Sudan, during a show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            In this image taken with a slow shutter speed, Sudanese Camirata troupe dancers perform a "Al Hamal Rakd" dance from West Sudan, during a show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe dancer Fatma Farid, 21, whose aunt was killed in 2023 when an explosive fell on their house in al-Obeid, the capital of North Kordofan, performs at the Italian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Wednesday, July 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe founder Dafallah el-Hag holds his traditional handmade "Agamo", during a show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe founder Dafallah el-Hag performs as Sudanese and foreign audience react during a show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 16

                                    
                                    Sudanese Camirata troupe founder Dafallah el-Hag performs as Sudanese and foreign audience react during a show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 16 | 
            Sudanese refugees sitting in the audience cry as they watch Camirata troupe traditional show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sarah Naqd Allah, from Sudan's main opposition Umma Party, cries as she watches Camirata troupe traditional show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Sudanese Camirata troupe founder Dafallah el-Hag, center, greets Sudanese and foreign audience at the end of a show at the Russian culture center in Cairo, Egypt, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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                                        CAIRO (AP) -- As the performers took the stage and the traditional drum beat gained momentum, Sudanese refugees sitting in the audience were moved to tears. Hadia Moussa said the melody reminded her of the country's Nuba Mountains, her family's ancestral home.
"Performances like this help people mentally affected by the war. It reminds us of the Sudanese folklore and our culture," she said. 
Sudan has been engulfed by violence since April 2023, when war between the Sudanese military and the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces broke out across the country. The conflict has turned the capital, Khartoum, into an urban battlefield and displaced 4.6 million people, according to the U.N. migration agency, including more than 419,000 people who fled to Egypt. 
A band with 12 Sudanese members now lives with thousands of refugees in Egypt. The troupe, called "Camirata," includes researchers, singers and poets who are determined to preserve the knowledge of traditional Sudanese folk music and dance to keep it from being lost in the ruinous war.

    


Founded in 1997, the band rose to popularity in Khartoum before it began traveling to different states, enlisting diverse musicians, dancers and styles. They sing in 25 different Sudanese languages. Founder Dafallah el-Hag said the band's members started relocating to Egypt in recently, as Sudan struggled through a difficult economic and political transition after a 2019 popular uprising unseated longtime ruler Omar al-Bashir. Others followed after the violence began. El-Hag arrived late last year.




The band uses a variety of local musical instruments on stage. El-Hag says audiences are often surprised to see instruments such as the tanbour, a stringed instrument, being played with the nuggara drums, combined with tunes of the banimbo, a wooden xylophone.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This combination of musical instruments helped promote some sort of forgiveness and togetherness among the Sudanese people," el-Hag said, adding that he is eager to revive a museum in Khartoum that housed historic instruments and was reportedly looted and damaged.

    


Fatma Farid, 21, a singer and dancer from Kordofan, moved to Egypt in 2021. Her aunt was killed in 2023 when an explosive fell on their house in al-Obeid, the capital of North Kordofan.
"The way I see art has changed a lot since the war began," she said. "You think of what you present as an artist. You can deliver a message," she said. 
Kawthar Osman, a native of Madani city who has been singing with the band since 1997, feels nostalgic when she sings about the Nile River, which forms in Sudan from two upper branches, the Blue and White Nile.
"It reminds me of what makes Sudan the way it is," she said, adding that the war only "pushed the band to sing more for peace."
Over 2 million Sudanese fled the country, mostly to neighboring Egypt and Chad, where the Global Hunger Index has reported a "serious" level of hunger in Chad. Over half a million forcibly displaced Sudanese have sought refuge in Chad, mostly women and children. 

    


Living conditions for those who stayed in Sudan have worsened as the war spread beyond Khartoum. Many made hard decisions early in the war either to flee across frontlines or risk being caught in the middle of fighting. In Darfur, the war turned particularly brutal and created famine conditions, with militias attacking entire villages and burning them to the ground. 

Armed robberies, lootings and the seizure of homes for bases were some of the challenges faced by Sudanese who stayed in the country's urban areas. Others struggled to secure food and water, find sources for electricity and obtain medical treatment since hospitals have been raided by fighters or hit by airstrikes. Communications networks are often barely functional. 
The performers say they struggle to speak with family and friends still in the country, much less think about returning.
"We don't know if we'll return to Sudan again or will see Sudan again or walk in the same streets," Farid said.
___
Video Journalist Mohamed Salah contributed to this report from Cairo.
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            Vice President Kamala Harris traveled to Georgia Wednesday to comfort local residents and witness the "extraordinary" devastation wrought by Hurricane Helene first-hand. Visiting a storm-ravaged neighborhood, Harris vowed, "We are here for the long haul."
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris greets people who were impacted by Hurricane Helene in Augusta, Ga., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, as from left, Sen. Jon Ossoff, D-Ga., FEMA deputy direct Erik Hooks and Augusta Mayor Garnett Johnson watch. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris poses for a photo as she helps distribute food with the American Red Cross at the Henry Brigham Community Center in Augusta, Ga., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris boards Air Force Two at Augusta Regional Airport in Augusta, Ga., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, en route to Washington, after visiting the area impacted by Hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a briefing at the Augusta Emergency Operations Center as she visits areas impacted by Hurricane Helene, in Augusta, Ga., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris walks with Augusta Mayor Garnett Johnson in Augusta, Ga., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, as she visits areas impacted by Hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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                                        AUGUSTA, Ga. (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris handed out meals, embraced a shaken family and surveyed Hurricane Helene's "extraordinary" path of destruction through Georgia on Wednesday as she left the campaign trail to pledge federal help and personally take in scenes of toppled trees, damaged homes and lives upended.
She visited Augusta, where power lines stretched along the sidewalk and utility poles lay cracked and broken. The vice president spoke from a lectern erected in front of a house with a fallen tree teetering on its roof, acknowledging those who had died in the disaster while also trying to project a tone of unity and hope for communities now facing long and expensive rebuilds. 
Harris and President Joe Biden, who visited the Carolinas on Wednesday, were seeking to demonstrate commitment and competence in helping devastated communities after Republican former President Donald Trump's false claims about their administration's response. 

    


Harris said she wanted to "personally take a look at the devastation, which is extraordinary." She expressed admiration for how "people are coming together. People are helping perfect strangers." 




The Democratic presidential nominee said that shows "the vast majority of us have so much more in common than what separates us," an echo of a line she frequently uses on the campaign trail. 
Before delivering her remarks, Harris could be seen embracing and huddling with a family of five grappling with the storm's aftermath. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We are here for the long haul," she said. 
Harris also toured a Red Cross relief center and received a briefing from local officials, praising those working to "meet the needs of people who must be seen and must be heard." 
"I am now listening," she said.
Brittany Smith, an Augusta resident, walked away from the distribution center with Styrofoam boxes of food and some fruit cups, beaming that she got a photo with the vice president. She said there's a hole in her roof and she had to send her kids elsewhere to live because it wasn't safe.

    


Harris' visit, she said, "made it better" despite the hardship.
Smith said she was encouraged that Harris traveled to the town instead of just appearing on television. "She's a person. She's not just a voice."
About 200 miles north in the Carolinas, Biden was also surveying the storm's aftermath. With many of the area's roads inaccessible, he flew by helicopter over toppled trees, twisted metal and towering piles of debris in the normally tourist-friendly downtown of Asheville. 
From the air, Biden saw flooded roads, piles of shredded lumber and displaced sandbags, emergency trucks and downed power lines. In one area, homes were partly underwater, and it was hard to distinguish between lake and land. 
Visits to disaster zones are a familiar responsibility f or Biden, who has frequently been called on to survey damage and comfort victims after tornadoes, wildfires and tropical storms. But this was Harris' first visit to a disaster area as vice president.
Because of the destruction where Biden was on Wednesday, he was unable to walk around and personally comfort people as Harris did in Georgia. 

    


Biden wore a vest and boots and, before his air tour, he hugged and grabbed the hand of Asheville Mayor Esther Manheimer, who was at the airport in Greenville, South Carolina, to meet him. The mayor, with visible emotion. said they could not close down the area's one operable road for Biden's motorcade. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Biden will be back in the region Thursday to visit Florida and Georgia, and Harris plans her own North Carolina trip in coming days -- as Helene's aftermath continues to pose a political and humanitarian test for the administration. 
Before leaving Washington, Biden made a point of mentioning how an ongoing dockworkers strike could make getting supplies to hard-hit areas more difficult. 
"Natural disasters are incredibly consequential. The last thing we need on top of that is a man-made disaster that's going on at the ports," he said. "We're getting pushback already, we're hearing from the folks regionally that they're having trouble getting product that they need because of the port strike."

    


Harris is being especially watched as her bid for the White House enters its closing stretch, and Helene's path included the battleground states of Georgia and North Carolina. 
The vice president last visited scenes of natural disasters as a California senator, including when she went to Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria in 2017 and when she walked through charred wreckage in Paradise, California, after the Camp Fire in 2018. 
Julie Chavez Rodriguez, Harris' campaign manager and former state director in her Senate office, said the vice president uses her experience consoling victims as a courtroom prosecutor to connect with people after tragedies.
She said the trip to Georgia was a chance for Harris "to continue to show her leadership and her ability to get things done, versus Donald Trump and JD Vance who want to dismantle the basic services and the role that the government should play."

    


Trump, the Republican nominee, traveled to Valdosta, Georgia, on Monday with a Christian charity organization that brought trucks of fuel, food, water and other supplies. The former president accused Biden of "sleeping" and not responding to calls from Georgia Republican Gov. Brian Kemp. However, Kemp had spoken with Biden the previous day, and the governor said the state was getting everything it needed. 
Biden was infuriated by Trump's claim, saying Trump was "lying, and the governor told him he was lying."
The storm's death toll climbed to at least 178 people, and power, running water and cellular service remained unavailable in some places. Later Wednesday, Biden flew to Raleigh, North Carolina, for a briefing with officials and called Helene a "storm of historic proportions."
"The nation has your back," Biden said. 
The tone of both Harris and Biden was far different than Trump, who claimed without evidence that Democratic leaders were withholding help from Republican areas. He recently threatened that he would withhold wildfire assistance from California because of disagreements with Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom. 

When Trump was president, Puerto Rico was devastated by Hurricane Maria, which killed 3,000 people. His administration waited until fall 2020, just weeks before the presidential election, to release $13 billion in assistance for Puerto Rico's recovery. A federal government watchdog also found that Trump administration officials hampered an investigation into delays in the aid delivery.
___
Weissert reported from Washington.
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Deadly Maui fire erupted from earlier blaze believed to have been extinguished, investigation finds
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            FILE - A general view shows the aftermath of a wildfire in Lahaina, Hawaii, on Aug. 17, 2023. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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            FILE - A visitor walks by photos of victims of the August 2023 wildfire at a memorial near the Lahaina Bypass highway on Saturday, July 6, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)
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                                        HONOLULU (AP) -- The wildfire that killed at least 102 people on Maui last year erupted from an earlier brushfire, sparked by downed power lines, that firefighters believed they had extinguished, officials confirmed Wednesday as they presented their findings on the cause.
The Aug. 8, 2023, blaze -- the deadliest U.S. wildfire in more than a century -- emerged in the afternoon in the same area as the blaze that began earlier that morning. Driven by strong, erratic winds, the fire raced through the historic town of Lahaina, destroying thousands of buildings, overcoming people trapped in their cars and forcing some residents to flee into the ocean.
It had been unclear whether the blaze was a separate fire or a rekindling of the morning fire, and whether firefighters should have left the scene after they spent hours dousing it. The answers could prove significant to questions about liability for the destruction, though a tentative $4 billion settlement has been reached.

    


In presenting their findings, officials with the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the Maui Fire Department did not address liability but found that the wildfire was clearly a rekindling of the morning fire -- most likely from winds blowing an undetected ember into a dry, overgrown gully nearby.
"We deeply regret that our operations contributed to the fire that ignited in the morning," Hawaiian Electric Co., the company whose power lines sparked the earlier fire, said in a statement Wednesday. "Confronted by an extraordinary weather event and a chaotic situation, our employees brought their best efforts to their jobs, as they do every day."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The officials stressed that Maui firefighters had done all they could to put out the morning fire before leaving to address other calls for service on a day when other fires were burning around the island.

    


"They deployed countless resources, spent an extensive amount of time on the scene, and observed the scene after they believed it was extinguished," Jonathan Blais, the ATF's special agent in charge of the Seattle Field Division, which includes Hawaii, told a news conference. "So, yes, I do believe they did everything possible."

    
        
            
                

            

        

    

While wind was the most likely cause of the fire's rekindling, the ATF's report said investigators could not rule out another possibility: that the operator of a bulldozer, trying to help firefighters contain the blaze, could have unwittingly pushed smoldering debris to the gully's edge, only to have it erupt in flames hours later.
"The close proximity of the freshly cut firebreak to the western edge of the gully does not afford investigators the ability to rule out the possibility that while cutting the firebreak, the operator unknowingly moved still burning vegetation or smoldering debris into the gully," the report said.
The owner of the company that provided the bulldozer told ATF investigators less than two weeks after the fire that he had shown up because a friend who lived nearby asked for help. The owner did not respond to several requests for a follow-up interview, the report said. Neither the owner nor members of his crew were identified in the report.

    


Video from inside the bulldozer showed it piling loose soil and burned vegetation at the edge of the gully, the report said.
Bulldozers driven by volunteers and contractors are frequently used to protect towns and farms from wildfires across the western U.S., though some groups have questioned their effectiveness in extreme weather conditions. 
The ATF report was included as an appendix in a report from the Maui Fire Department, which asked the agency last year to help determine how the fire started. Several other agencies have also investigated the fire and the response to it, detailing the poor conditions -- including emergency response missteps -- that contributed to the tragic outcome. 
Communication between the police and fire departments was spotty, cellphone networks were down and emergency officials did not activate the emergency sirens that might have warned residents to evacuate. Power lines and poles had fallen in many locations throughout town, and police blocked some roads to protect residents from potentially dangerous lines. First responders also had trouble getting a firm answer from Hawaiian Electric representatives if the power had been cut to the area. 

    


The blocked roads contributed to gridlock that left fleeing people trapped in their cars as the flames advanced. Others died in their homes or outside as they tried to escape. The death toll surpassed that of the 2018 Camp Fire in northern California, which left 85 dead and destroyed the town of Paradise. 
Thousands of Lahaina residents have sued various parties they believe to be at fault for the fire, including Hawaiian Electric, Maui County and the state of Hawaii. The defendants have often tried to point fingers at each other, with Hawaiian Electric saying the county shouldn't have left the first fire unattended, and Maui County contending the electric utility failed to take proper care with the power grid. Exactly who was responsible for clearing brush and maintaining area has also been a point of contention among the defendants, along with the utility's lack of a public safety power shut-off program.

    


A few days before the one-year anniversary of the wildfires, Hawaii Gov. Josh Green announced a $4 billion settlement. That's the amount the defendants -- including Hawaiian Electric, the state, Maui County, large landowners and others -- have agreed to pay to settle claims. 
But the deal is tied up in court, awaiting a decision from Hawaii Supreme Court on whether insurance companies can go after the defendants separately to recoup what they've paid to policyholders. Lawyers for people seeking compensation fear allowing insurance companies to sue Hawaiian Electric and others will subvert the deal, drain what is available to pay fire victims and lead to prolonged litigation.
Jake Lowenthal, an attorney representing people suing over fire, said the report didn't provide any information that would change their theory of liability in the case: that firefighters left the scene, that the utility didn't maintain their equipment or have a power shutoff program, and that some large landowners left their properties untended with dry, overgrown vegetation that provided ample fuel for the blaze.

"Every piece of additional information allows the community to continue to heal," Lowenthal said, "and allows us to move forward with how the fire was caused and how we can continue to protect the community to make sure this doesn't happen again." ___
Boone reported from Boise, Idaho, and Durkin Richer from Washington.
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US bans new types of goods from China over allegations of forced labor
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                    FILE - The Department of Homeland Security logo is seen during a news conference in Washington, Feb. 25, 2015. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Department of Homeland Security announced Wednesday that it would ban the import of goods from a Chinese steel manufacturer and a Chinese maker of artificial sweetener, accusing both of being involved in the use of forced labor from China's far-west region of Xinjiang.
The action broadens the scope of the U.S. effort to counter products from entering the country that the government says are tied to human rights abuses.
The additions to the entity list under the Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act marks the first time a China-based steel company or aspartame sweetener business have been targeted by U.S. law enforcement, DHS said.
"Today's actions reaffirm our commitment to eliminating forced labor from U.S. supply chains and upholding our values of human rights for all," said Robert Silvers, undersecretary of Homeland Security for policy. "No sector is off-limits. We will continue to identify entities across industries and hold accountable those who seek to profit from exploitation and abuse."

    


The federal law that President Joe Biden signed at the end of 2021 followed allegations of human rights abuses by Beijing against members of the ethnic Uyghur group and other Muslim minorities in Xinjiang. The Chinese government has refuted the claims as lies and defended its practice and policy in Xinjiang as fighting terror and ensuring stability.




The new approach marked a shift in the U.S. trade relationship with China to increasingly take into account national security and human rights. Beijing has accused the U.S. of using human rights as a pretext to suppress China's economic growth.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Enforcement of the law initially targeted solar products, tomatoes, cotton and apparel, but over the last several months, the U.S. government has identified new sectors for enforcement, including aluminum and seafood.
"That's just a reflection of the fact that sadly, forced labor continues to taint all too many supply chains," Silvers told a trade group in June when marking the two-year anniversary of the creation of the entity list. "So our enforcement net has actually been quite wide from an industry-sector perspective."

    


He said the law "changed the dynamic in terms of putting the onus on importers to know their own supply chains" and that its enforcement had showed that the U.S. could "do the right thing" without halting normal trade.

Since June 2022, the entity list has grown to a total of 75 companies accused of using forced labor in Xinjiang or sourcing materials tied to that forced labor, Homeland Security said.
Baowu Group Xinjiang Bayi Iron and Steel Co. Ltd and Changzhou Guanghui Food Ingredients Co. Ltd. were the Chinese companies newly added to the list. 
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Online voting in Alaska's Fat Bear Week contest starts after an attack killed 1 contestant
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            Voting has started in the annual Fat Bear Week contest at Alaska's Katmai National Park and Preserve, with viewers picking their favorite among a dozen brown bears fattened up to survive the winter.
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 32 Chunk at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 19, 2024. (E. Johnston/National Park Service via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 23 | 
            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 856 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 19, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 901 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 13, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 164 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Aug. 31, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 504 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on June 26, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 747 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on June 22, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 901 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on July 5, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 32 Chunk at Katmai National Park in Alaska on June 29, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 903 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on July 3, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 903 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 8, 2024. (C. Cravatta/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear bear 128 Grazer at Katmai National Park in Alaska on July 12, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 164 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on June 24, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 519 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 12, 2024. (F. Jimenez/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 519 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on June 29, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 747 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 26, 2024. (E. Johnston/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows 151 Walker at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 12, 2024. (F. Jimenez/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 909 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on July 6, 2024. (K. Moore/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 151 Walker at Katmai National Park in Alaska on July 5, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 856 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on July 3, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            21 of 23 | 
            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 128 Grazer at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 12, 2024. (M. Carenza/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 909 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 19, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 504 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 16, 2024. (F. Jimenez/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    Voting has started in the annual Fat Bear Week contest at Alaska's Katmai National Park and Preserve, with viewers picking their favorite among a dozen brown bears fattened up to survive the winter.
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 32 Chunk at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 19, 2024. (E. Johnston/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 32 Chunk at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 19, 2024. (E. Johnston/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 856 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 19, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 856 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 19, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 901 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 13, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 901 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 13, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 164 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Aug. 31, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 164 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Aug. 31, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 504 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on June 26, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 504 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on June 26, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 747 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on June 22, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 747 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on June 22, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 901 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on July 5, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 901 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on July 5, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 32 Chunk at Katmai National Park in Alaska on June 29, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 32 Chunk at Katmai National Park in Alaska on June 29, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 903 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on July 3, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 903 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on July 3, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 903 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 8, 2024. (C. Cravatta/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 903 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 8, 2024. (C. Cravatta/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear bear 128 Grazer at Katmai National Park in Alaska on July 12, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear bear 128 Grazer at Katmai National Park in Alaska on July 12, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 164 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on June 24, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 164 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on June 24, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 519 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 12, 2024. (F. Jimenez/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 519 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 12, 2024. (F. Jimenez/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 519 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on June 29, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 519 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on June 29, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 747 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 26, 2024. (E. Johnston/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 747 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 26, 2024. (E. Johnston/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows 151 Walker at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 12, 2024. (F. Jimenez/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows 151 Walker at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 12, 2024. (F. Jimenez/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 909 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on July 6, 2024. (K. Moore/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 909 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on July 6, 2024. (K. Moore/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 151 Walker at Katmai National Park in Alaska on July 5, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 151 Walker at Katmai National Park in Alaska on July 5, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 856 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on July 3, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 856 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on July 3, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 128 Grazer at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 12, 2024. (M. Carenza/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 128 Grazer at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 12, 2024. (M. Carenza/National Park Service via AP)
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            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 909 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 19, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    22 of 23

                                    
                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 909 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 19, 2024. (T. Carmack/National Park Service via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            23 of 23 | 
            This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 504 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 16, 2024. (F. Jimenez/National Park Service via AP)
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                                    This image provided by the National Park Service shows bear 504 at Katmai National Park in Alaska on Sept. 16, 2024. (F. Jimenez/National Park Service via AP)
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                                        ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) -- Let the chunk-off begin.
Voting started Wednesday in the annual Fat Bear Week contest at Alaska's Katmai National Park and Preserve, with viewers picking their favorite among a dozen brown bears fattened up to survive the winter.
The contest, which is in its 10th year, celebrates the resiliency of the 2,200 brown bears that live in the preserve on the Alaska Peninsula, which extends from the state's southwest corner toward the Aleutian Islands. The animals gorge on the abundant sockeye salmon that return to the Brooks River, sometimes chomping the fish in midair as they try to hurdle a small waterfall and make their way upstream to spawn.
A bear's death delays the contest
Organizers introduced this year's contestants on Tuesday -- a day late -- because one anticipated participant, a female known as Bear 402, was killed by a male bear during a fight on Monday. Cameras set up in the park to livestream footage of the bears all summer captured the killing, as they also captured a male bear killing a cub that slipped over the waterfall in late July.

    


"National parks like Katmai protect not only the wonders of nature, but also the harsh realities," park spokesperson Matt Johnson said in a statement. "Each bear seen on the webcams is competing with others to survive."




The nonprofit explore.org, which streams the uncensored bear cameras and helps organize Fat Bear Week, on Monday hosted a live conversation about the death. Katmai National Park ranger Sarah Bruce said it wasn't known why the bears started fighting.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We love to celebrate the success of bears with full stomachs and ample body fat, but the ferocity of bears is real," said Mike Fitz, explore.org's resident naturalist. "The risks that they face are real. Their lives can be hard, and their deaths can be painful."
Packing on the pounds for survival
The bracket this year features 12 bears, with eight facing off against each other in the first round and four receiving byes to the second round. They've been packing on the pounds all summer.

    


Adult male brown bears typically weigh 600 to 900 pounds (about 270 to 410 kilograms) in mid-summer. By the time they are ready to hibernate after feasting on migrating and spawning salmon -- each eats as many as 30 fish per day -- large males can weigh well over 1,000 pounds (454 kilograms). Females are about one-third smaller.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

When fans vote in each round, they shouldn't only consider the bear with the biggest belly. Bear fans are instructed to vote on the ursine that they believe "best exemplifies fatness and success in brown bears."
A taste for seagulls and a bear named after a jumbo jet 
Bear 909 Jr., who last week won the Fat Bear Junior competition for the second time, will face Bear 519, a young female, in the first round. The winner will face the defending champion, Grazer, described as one of the most formidable bears on the river.
Another first-round match pits Bear 903, an 8-year-old male who was given the nickname Gully after he developed a taste for seagulls, against Bear 909, the mother of Bear 909 Jr. The winner faces a two-time champion, a bear so large he was given the number of the equally massive airplane, Bear 747.

    


One of the biggest bears ate 42 salmon
In the other half of the bracket, the first-round match has Bear 856, an older male and one of the most recognizable bears on the river because of his large body, challenging a newcomer, Bear 504, a mother bear raising her second known litter. The winner will face perhaps the largest bear on the river, 32 Chunk, a 20-year-old male who once devoured 42 salmon in 10 hours. He's estimated to weigh more than 1,200 pounds.

The last first-round match has Bear 151, a once-playful young bear nicknamed Walker now showing more dominance, versus Bear 901, a solo female who has returned to the river after her first litter did not survive. The winner will face Bear 164, called Bucky Dent because of an indentation in his forehead.
Voting in this year's tournament-style bracket is open through Oct. 8. 
More than 1.3 million votes were cast last year. 
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            FILE - Photos of victims are displayed under white crosses at a memorial for the August 2023 wildfire victims, above the Lahaina Bypass highway, Dec. 6, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)
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            FILE - Wilted palm trees line a destroyed property, Friday, Dec. 8, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)
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            FILE - A man sits on the Lahaina historic banyan tree damaged by a wildfire, Aug. 11, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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            FILE - Damaged property lies scattered in the aftermath of a wildfire in Lahaina, Hawaii, Aug. 21, 2023. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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            FILE - Damaged property lies scattered in the aftermath of a wildfire in Lahaina, Hawaii, Aug. 21, 2023. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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                                        HONOLULU (AP) -- Drought, a lack of preparation, poor communication -- a handful of reports from research organizations and government agencies have detailed some of what went wrong when a catastrophic wildfire burned through the historic Maui town of Lahaina last year, killing 102 people.
Now a new report from the Maui Fire Department and the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives attempts to answer perhaps the biggest question of all: Exactly where and how did the Aug. 8, 2023, wildfire -- the deadliest in the U.S. in over a century -- begin? 
The Maui Fire Department's Cause and Origin report, with a summary of the ATF investigation's findings included as an appendix, was released Wednesday. The agencies did not address liability, but both found that the fire that destroyed much of the town was a rekindling of a blaze that began earlier that morning when a broken power line hit the ground, igniting brush near a large subdivision.

    


Here's what to know:
What happened leading up to the fire?
Many things went wrong before and during the disaster. In the months before, no significant steps were taken to mitigate wildfire risk, though in previous years other brush fires destroyed homes after starting in the same area. In the weeks before, the landscape went from lush to bone-dry from a flash drought. 




The National Weather Service predicted high winds days in advance of the disaster, issuing a "red flag warning" on the fire danger. A forecaster even emailed fire managers an "unprecedented advance warning" on Aug. 4, 2023, of the danger that would develop four days later. Investigators reviewing the emergency response said they found "no evidence" that Hawaii officials made preparations for it.
How did the fire start?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Fire broke out near Lahaina early Aug. 8 after a live power line fell and hit overgrown brush near the edge of town. A Maui Fire Department crew responded, staying at the scene for several hours until they believed the fire was extinguished. 

    


After they left, flames were spotted again. Firefighters rushed back, but this time they were were no match for the wind and flames. 
The ATF investigators could not determine exactly how the fire rekindled but said wind was the most likely explanation. It could have rekindled from burning material blown into a gully, or the burning material could have been inadvertently pushed there by heavy equipment that was being used to create a firebreak, according to the investigation. The wind also could have simply ignited smoldering material that was initially hidden beneath dirt and ash. 
Either way, the catastrophe was the result of one fire, which originated when Hawaiian Electric utility equipment failed and ignited overgrown brush, both agencies said.
What happened when people tried to evacuate? 
The high winds knocked out electricity and cellphone networks went down, leaving people without phones, internet, television and radio -- and no way to receive emergency alerts or reach loved ones. Police and fire crews delivered warnings door to door, but Maui County officials failed to sound emergency sirens telling residents to flee.

    


Many residents decided to leave on their own when they saw flames or smelled smoke. But police closed key routes out of town to protect people from downed lines toppled by the wind. Most of the traffic was routed along the same downtown street, gridlocking the town.
Meanwhile, 911 operators and emergency dispatchers were overwhelmed with calls from those able to get service. 
One family made it out by swerving around a barricade blocking Honoapiilani Highway, the main coastal road leading in and out of Lahaina. 
How many people died?
The Maui Police Department said 102 people between the ages of 7 and 97 died, and two more remain missing and unaccounted for. More than two-thirds of the victims were in their 60s or older. Some died in their vehicles. Others died in burning buildings or outside as they tried to flee. 
Those who were close enough jumped into the ocean while others huddled behind a seawall, fighting to survive the choppy, wind-whipped waters while choking on acrid smoke and dodging flaming debris. Many of those in the ocean survived, but some bodies were recovered along the seawall and in the water. 

    


The toll surpassed that of the 2018 Camp Fire in northern California, which left 85 dead and destroyed the town of Paradise. A century earlier, the 1918 Cloquet Fire broke out in drought-stricken northern Minnesota, destroying thousands of homes and killing hundreds.
Who has been sued? 
Thousands of Lahaina residents have sued various parties they believe to be at fault for the fire, including Hawaiian Electric, Maui County and the state of Hawaii. 
A few days before the one-year anniversary of the wildfires, Hawaii Gov. Josh Green announced a $4 billion settlement. That's the amount the defendants -- including Hawaiian Electric, the state, Maui County, large landowners and others -- have agreed to pay to settle claims. 

    


But the deal is tied up in court. The Hawaii Supreme Court agreed last week to weigh in on whether insurance companies can go after the defendants separately to recoup what they've paid to policyholders. Lawyers for people seeking compensation fear allowing insurance companies to sue Hawaiian Electric and others will subvert the deal, drain what is available to pay fire victims and lead to prolonged litigation.
If the court rules that the insurance companies do have an independent right to pursue their own suits against the same defendants, the settlement agreement falls apart. If the Supreme Court says insurance companies can't do that, then lawyers say the process to get money to victims will begin. 
What other reports have been released? 
The Hawaii Attorney General's office tasked the Fire Safety Research Institute with conducting a three-phase investigation of the fire. The first phase included a detailed timeline of the fire. The second phase report found that key agencies including the Hawaii Emergency Management Agency, the Maui Fire Department, Maui Police and others failed to develop plans for dealing with severe wildfire risk. The third report is expected to include recommendations for avoiding future disasters. It has not yet been released. 
The Maui Fire Department released an after-action report produced by the Western Fire Chiefs Association, detailing the challenges the agency faced including poorly stocked equipment. It also showed the many ways firefighters risked their lives to rescue residents, including some who carried victims piggyback over downed powerlines. 
The Maui Police Department also released an after-action report that detailed the agency's response and included 32 recommendations, many focused on improving communications, obtaining better equipment and upgrading technology. 

The Insurance Institute for Business & Home Safety examined the Lahaina disaster to determine steps communities can take to reduce the likelihood that similar conflagrations will occur. That report found that establishing fuel breaks around communities, using fire-resistant materials and reducing flammable connections between homes can help prevent the spread of flames. 
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            The funeral procession for almost two dozen young students and teachers who died in a bus fire in a suburb of Bangkok took place in Lan Sak, Uthai Thani Province of Thailand. The victims bodies were returned late Wednesday to central Thailand, where they began their ill-fated school field trip.
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            Thai police have identified all the victims of Tuesday's school bus fire and will release the bodies of all the victims to their families on Wednesday, according to a forensics department spokesperson. (AP Video by Tian Macleod Ji)
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            A bus carrying young students and their teachers on a school trip caught fire in suburban Bangkok on Tuesday, leaving more than 20 feared dead, officials and rescuers said.
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            Relatives of victims in a bus fire carry portraits of the deceased in a procession at Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak , Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Officers carry a coffin of a bus fire victim as they arrive at Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak, Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Relatives of the bus fire victims view their portraits at the Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak, Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            An ambulance carrying a body leaves from the Police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Ambulances carrying bodies of victims of a school bus fire leave from the Police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Nurse students pay respect to one of the victims of a school bus fire, at Police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            10 of 23 | 
            Family members of a victim arrive at a forensic police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, after a bus carrying students and teachers caught a fire Tuesday. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 23 | 
            Family members of a victim arrive at a forensic police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, after a bus carrying students and teachers caught a fire Tuesday. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Family members of a victim arrive at a forensic police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Portraits of the bus fire victims are placed in front of their coffins at the Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak, Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Relatives of the bus fire victims pray at their coffins at Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak, Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            15 of 23 | 
            Forensic officers stand beside empty coffins at a forensic police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, following a deadly bus fire incident. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            16 of 23 | 
            A rescuer inspects a bus that caught fire, carrying young students with their teachers, in suburban Bangkok, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Nurse students pay respect to one of the victims of a school bus fire, at Police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            An ambulance carrying a body leaves from the Police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            A relative of the bus fire victims walks in front of their coffins at the Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak , Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            20 of 23 | 
            A monk leads a coffin procession containing the body of a victim of a bus fire as they arrive at Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak , Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Victims' relatives carry portraits of the victims of a bus fire in a procession at Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak , Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Victims' relatives carry portraits of the victims of a bus fire in a procession at Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak, Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            23 of 23 | 
            A grieving family member cries during the coffin procession for victims of a bus fire at Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak , Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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                                    The funeral procession for almost two dozen young students and teachers who died in a bus fire in a suburb of Bangkok took place in Lan Sak, Uthai Thani Province of Thailand. The victims bodies were returned late Wednesday to central Thailand, where they began their ill-fated school field trip.
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                                    Thai police have identified all the victims of Tuesday's school bus fire and will release the bodies of all the victims to their families on Wednesday, according to a forensics department spokesperson. (AP Video by Tian Macleod Ji)
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                                    A bus carrying young students and their teachers on a school trip caught fire in suburban Bangkok on Tuesday, leaving more than 20 feared dead, officials and rescuers said.
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            Relatives of victims in a bus fire carry portraits of the deceased in a procession at Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak , Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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                                    Relatives of victims in a bus fire carry portraits of the deceased in a procession at Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak , Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Officers carry a coffin of a bus fire victim as they arrive at Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak, Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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                                    Officers carry a coffin of a bus fire victim as they arrive at Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak, Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Relatives of the bus fire victims view their portraits at the Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak, Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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                                    Relatives of the bus fire victims view their portraits at the Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak, Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            An ambulance carrying a body leaves from the Police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Ambulances carrying bodies of victims of a school bus fire leave from the Police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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                                    Ambulances carrying bodies of victims of a school bus fire leave from the Police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Nurse students pay respect to one of the victims of a school bus fire, at Police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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                                    Nurse students pay respect to one of the victims of a school bus fire, at Police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            10 of 23 | 
            Family members of a victim arrive at a forensic police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, after a bus carrying students and teachers caught a fire Tuesday. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Family members of a victim arrive at a forensic police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, after a bus carrying students and teachers caught a fire Tuesday. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Family members of a victim arrive at a forensic police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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                                    Family members of a victim arrive at a forensic police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Portraits of the bus fire victims are placed in front of their coffins at the Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak, Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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                                    Portraits of the bus fire victims are placed in front of their coffins at the Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak, Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Relatives of the bus fire victims pray at their coffins at Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak, Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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                                    Relatives of the bus fire victims pray at their coffins at Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak, Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Forensic officers stand beside empty coffins at a forensic police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, following a deadly bus fire incident. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            A rescuer inspects a bus that caught fire, carrying young students with their teachers, in suburban Bangkok, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Nurse students pay respect to one of the victims of a school bus fire, at Police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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                                    Nurse students pay respect to one of the victims of a school bus fire, at Police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            An ambulance carrying a body leaves from the Police hospital in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            A relative of the bus fire victims walks in front of their coffins at the Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak , Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            A monk leads a coffin procession containing the body of a victim of a bus fire as they arrive at Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak , Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Victims' relatives carry portraits of the victims of a bus fire in a procession at Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak , Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Victims' relatives carry portraits of the victims of a bus fire in a procession at Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam School Lan Sak, Uthai Thani province, Thailand, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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                                        LAN SAK, Thailand (AP) -- The bodies of almost two dozen young students and teachers who died in a bus fire in a suburb of Bangkok were returned late Wednesday to central Thailand, where they began their ill-fated school field trip. 
Friends, relatives and Buddhist monks waited past midnight for the last of several convoys carrying remains, as well as relatives who had to travel to Bangkok to help with DNA identification of the severely burned victims.
The bodies were received at Wat Khao Phraya Sangkharam, the temple in this town in Uthai Thani province that houses the school attended by the victims. It is common in much of rural Thailand for Buddhist temples, which serve as community centers, to host schools. 
A line of coffins with portraits of the deceased sat in a big assembly hall of the school where grief-stricken relatives huddled. Some went over to touch the portraits of many small children, or stood still in silence in front of them. Funeral services were to begin Thursday morning.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Bodies of the children and teachers who died in a Thai school bus fire returned home for funeral
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports police in Bangkok have confirm ed that all the bodies from a fatal school bus fire have been identified.

    


    


The tragedy has caused sadness as well as anger. On social media, parents have expressed nervousness about sending their children on school field trips, but more common was outrage about the apparent lack of safety measures. Thailand has long been infamous for having one of the highest rates of traffic fatalities in the world. 




Thai police on Wednesday said they were investigating whether the fire was caused by negligence, and filed several initial charges against the driver. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The blaze on the bus carrying six teachers and 39 elementary and junior high school students on Tuesday spread so quickly that 23 were killed while only 22 were able to escape
Three students remained hospitalized, two in serious condition. A 7-year-old girl suffered burns on her face, and a surgeon said doctors were trying to save her eyesight.
The driver, Saman Chanput, was arrested several hours after the accident and charged with reckless driving causing deaths and injuries, failing to stop to help others and failing to report the accident, police said. He had fled the scene, but after being arrested told police he had run to try to get a fire extinguisher from another vehicle, but panicked and ran away when the fire went out of control before he could get any help.

    


Authorities were investigating if the fire might be caused by negligence by the bus company as well as the driver, and will press charges against all parties responsible, acting police chief Kitrat Phanphet said at a press conference. 
While an initial investigation suggested that the driver was not speeding, police found 11 natural gas canisters inside the bus that had a permit to install only six, Kitrat said. Many Thai vehicles use NGV -- also called CNG, compressed natural gas -- for fuel.
Police have not officially concluded what was the cause of the fire, but have said the driver told investigators he was driving normally until a front tire malfunctioned and set the bus off balance, at which point it hit a car and then scraped against a concrete highway barrier. The sparks from the friction might have set off the highly flammable gas canisters, and ignited the blaze, police said. 

    


Kitrat said the fact that the driver did not immediately stop after feeling he was losing control of the bus could be grounds for negligence.
An inspection of the bus found that its emergency exit could be opened, but it wasn't clear if it worked properly, said chief of police forensics Trairong Phiwpan. He also said they did not find any emergency window breakers.
In an interview with public broadcaster ThaiPBS, bus company owner Songwit Chinnaboot said the vehicle was inspected for safety twice a year as required and that the gas cylinders had passed safety standards. 

Thailand's Department of Land Transport said it was implementing urgent inspections of all natural gas-fueled buses. The department also will upgrade its safety guidelines to require crisis management training for drivers and safety inspection every time such vehicles are to be commissioned by schools, said Seksom Akraphand, the agency's deputy director-general. 
___
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            Director of the U.S. Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) Jen Easterly speaks to The Associated Press in Washington, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Director of the U.S. Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) Jen Easterly speaks to The Associated Press in Washington, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Nearly a month out from Election Day, the head of the nation's cybersecurity agency is forcefully reassuring Americans who have been swept into the chaotic churn of election disinformation and distrust that they will be able to feel confident in the outcome.
State and local election officials have made so much progress in securing voting, ballot-counting and other election infrastructure that the system is more robust than it has ever been, said Jen Easterly, director of the U.S. Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency. As a result, she said, there is no way Russia, Iran or any other foreign adversary will be able to alter the results.
"Malicious actors, even if they tried, could not have an impact at scale such that there would be a material effect on the outcome of the election," Easterly told The Associated Press in an interview Wednesday.

    


Easterly's trust in the election process comes as intelligence officials have warned of escalating efforts by foreign adversaries to influence voters, deepen partisan divides and undermine faith in U.S. elections.
Her comments stand in contrast to the doubts millions of Americans, especially Republicans, have held since the 2020 election when former President Donald Trump refused to accept his loss. He has built on his false claims of vote rigging since then, setting the stage to claim the election has been stolen if he loses again this November.




Easterly touched on a range of election-related concerns -- including misinformation, her agency's role in interacting with social media companies and ongoing threats to election workers -- during the 40-minute interview, which came as mail ballots are being sent out and some states have started early in-person voting. She also said her agency is in touch with election officials throughout the regions of the Southeast that have been ravaged by Hurricane Helene, and praised those workers for "displaying enormous and admirable resilience" as they try to ensure that voters are able to cast their ballots despite the devastation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Recognizing that many Americans' confidence in elections "has been shaken," Easterly emphasized how prepared election officials are for emergencies, simple mistakes and attacks -- and how motivated they are to protect Americans' votes.

    


Election officials have worked in recent years to boost cybersecurity defenses around the nation's voting systems, implementing procedures ranging from access controls to regular testing to identify potential vulnerabilities. Officials also test voting equipment before every election to ensure it works properly.
Easterly pointed to layers of security and transparency -- such as the paper record of votes in more than 97% of voting jurisdictions -- as protections that will help verify the results.
"Things will go wrong. There could be another storm. There could be a ransomware attack, a distributed denial of service attack," she said. "These disruptions will create effects, but they will not impact the ability and the votes being cast or those votes being counted."

    


U.S. officials have spent recent months warning through criminal charges, sanctions and public advisories that foreign adversaries are ramping up their efforts to influence voters in the race for the White House.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


The Biden administration last month seized more than two dozen Kremlin-run fake websites and charged two Russian state media employees in a scheme to covertly fund right-wing influencers. Last week, three Iranian operatives were charged with hacking Trump's campaign.
Intelligence agencies and tech companies have tracked both Russian and Iranian actors using fake websites and social media profiles to spread misinformation, stoke division and potentially sway American voters. Iran and Russia have sought to influence past U.S. elections through online disinformation and hacking. Easterly noted that China also was "very interested" in influencing the 2024 election.
Beyond the influence campaigns, she said her agency had not detected any activity targeting election systems.

    


"We have not seen specific cyber activity designed to interfere with actual election infrastructure or processes," Easterly said. 
The prevalence of election misinformation has become a widespread concern. One consequence is what Easterly described as a troubling uptick in physical threats against election officials of both parties and, in some cases, their families, often based on false claims about the 2020 election. She called it "corrosive" to democracy and said it's something the public needs to collectively fight.
"Those election officials, they are not faceless bureaucrats," Easterly said. "They're folks we see in the community every single day. And they're not doing this for pay. They're not doing it for glory. They are doing it because they believe in the process of democracy."

    


Many secretaries of state and some larger local election offices have established specific efforts to combat the misinformation.
U.S. Sen. Mark Warner of Virginia, a Democrat who leads the Senate Intelligence Committee, last week wrote a letter to Easterly that urged the agency to take further steps against election misinformation and disinformation, including coordinating with social media platforms to combat false claims.
In the interview, Easterly acknowledged "a very convoluted, very confusing information environment," and said her agency works with election officials to promote accurate information. However, she also made it clear that her agency does not monitor social media sites or attempt to moderate their content.
"That is not our role," she said.
On the heels of Trump's running mate, Sen. JD Vance, accusing the federal government of "censorship" in Tuesday night's debate between the vice presidential candidates, Easterly strongly defended her agency, known as CISA.
"CISA does not censor, has never censored," she said. "And allegations against CISA are riddled with factual inaccuracies."
CISA, along with other federal agencies, was part of a lawsuit filed by Republican-led states claiming the federal government had applied "unrelenting pressure" to coerce changes in online content on social media platforms. In a 6-3 vote, the U.S. Supreme Court said the states did not have a legal right to sue.
Easterly encouraged voters who question how elections are run to contact their local election office and even volunteer to serve as poll workers so they understand the process and the safeguards already in place. She also warned that foreign adversaries almost certainly will seek to take advantage of the vote-counting process after Election Day as a way to undermine confidence in the results. She urged voters to be patient, emphasizing that it could take several days for a presidential winner to be determined.
"We need to come together as Americans to protect and preserve what is most precious," she said. "And that is the foundation of our democracy -- fair, free, safe and secure elections."
___

The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            Iran launched at least 180 missiles into Israel on Tuesday, the latest in a series of escalating attacks in a yearslong conflict between Israel and Iran and its Arab allies that threatens to push the Middle East closer toward a regionwide war.
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            An Israeli soldier covered in a prayer shawl prays at a mobile artillery position in northern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            Smoke rises following Israeli bombardment in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            An Israeli mobile artillery unit fires a shell from northern Israel towards Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            Smoke envelops the area near destroyed buildings at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A woman holds her cat in front of a destroyed building at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            An Israeli mobile artillery unit fires a shell from northern Israel towards Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            Israelis take cover as projectiles launched from Iran are being intercepted in the skies over in Rosh HaAyin, Israel, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            Israelis wait to re-board their bus after projectiles were launched from Iran are being intercepted in the skies over in Rosh HaAyin, Israel, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            A cleric clenches his fist as he celebrates Iran's missile strike against Israel in an anti-Israeli gathering at Felestin (Palestine) Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            An Israeli soldier covered in a prayer shawl prays at a mobile artillery position in northern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            Smoke rises following Israeli bombardment in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            An Israeli mobile artillery unit fires a shell from northern Israel towards Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            Smoke envelops the area near destroyed buildings at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A woman holds her cat in front of a destroyed building at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            An Israeli mobile artillery unit fires a shell from northern Israel towards Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            Israelis take cover as projectiles launched from Iran are being intercepted in the skies over in Rosh HaAyin, Israel, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            A cleric clenches his fist as he celebrates Iran's missile strike against Israel in an anti-Israeli gathering at Felestin (Palestine) Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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    Read the latest: Follow the AP's live coverage of the escalating conflicts in the Middle East.


    


Iran's ballistic missile attack on Israel caused few casualties and little damage, but it marked a further escalation of tensions in the Middle East as Israeli forces battle Tehran's militant allies in Lebanon and the Gaza Strip.
Israel has vowed to retaliate against Iran.
At the heart of the recent escalation is the the nearly yearlong war between Israel and Hamas in Gaza. Palestinian officials say Israel launched air and ground operations in the territory's southern city of Khan Younis early Wednesday, killing more than 50 people. 
Israeli forces are meanwhile carrying out what they say are limited ground incursions into southern Lebanon. Hezbollah said Wednesday that its fighters had battled troops near the border, and the Israeli military announced that eight of its soldiers, including at least one commando, had been killed in the fighting. 

    


Here's what to know:
Why did Iran launch missiles toward Israel? 
Iran's decision to launch some 180 missiles at Israel came after its militant allies, known as the Axis of Resistance, suffered a series of major blows in recent weeks.
Israeli airstrikes killed Hezbollah's top leader, Hassan Nasrallah, and several of his top commanders in quick succession, indicating that Israeli intelligence has thoroughly penetrated the group. Israel has also bombed what it says are militant targets across large parts of Lebanon, killing over 1,000 people, a quarter of whom are women and children, according to Lebanon's Health Ministry.




Iran said the missile attack was in response to the targeted killing of Nasrallah, an Iranian general killed alongside him and Ismail Haniyeh, the political leader of Hamas who was killed in an explosion in Tehran in July that was widely blamed on Israel.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Iran may have felt it had to respond to avoid being seen as hanging its allies out to dry. It also appears to be trying to reestablish deterrence after the unspoken rules of its long-running shadow war with Israel have crumbled.

    


What kind of missiles did Iran use in the attack?
Iranian state media said several types of ballistic missiles were used in the attack, including the Emad and Ghadr, as well as Iran's new Fattah missile.
Officials last year claimed the Fattah, or "Conqueror" in Farsi, traveled as fast as 15 times the speed of sound with a range of up to 1,400 kilometers (870 miles).
Missile experts who analyzed footage of remains of missiles recovered after the attack suggested the Fattah had been used. Questions remain over how maneuverable the missile is as it comes back into the atmosphere. The more irregular the missile's flight path, the more difficult it becomes to intercept.
The Israeli military said it intercepted many of the incoming Iranian missiles using its multitiered air defense system, though some landed in central and southern Israel and two people were lightly wounded by shrapnel. One of the missiles killed a Palestinian worker from Gaza who had been stranded in the Israeli-occupied West Bank since the start of the war.
How is Israel likely to respond?
Israel has a range of options in responding to the attack, spanning from a largely symbolic strike, like one it apparently carried out in April, to a broader air campaign targeting Iran's infrastructure or even its controversial nuclear program.

    


Yoav Limor, a military correspondent for the Israel Today newspaper, said the failure of the Iranian attack to cause major casualties or damage gives Israel time to consider its response.
"Israel can stick to the eye-for-an-eye equation (as it did in April) and only hit military targets," he wrote.
"It can also attack infrastructure targets that will hurt the Iranian regime and the Iranian economy, such as oil, gas and petrochemical facilities, in the hope that the ensuing crisis in Iran will also provoke public anger against the regime." 
Israel's response may depend on how far the United States is willing to escalate and whether American forces will take part.
But the Biden administration might be wary of an all-out war that could draw in American forces stationed in the region and Arab allies, and which could send oil prices soaring weeks before the U.S. presidential election. 

    


White House National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan called Iran's attack a "significant escalation." President Joe Biden said he's discussing possible responses with aides, but would not support an Israeli attack on Iran's nuclear program.
What is the latest on Israel's operations in Lebanon?
Hezbollah said Wednesday that its fighters clashed with Israeli troops near the border. That would mark the first ground combat since the start of the incursion.
The Israeli military said ground forces backed by airstrikes had killed militants in "close-range engagements" without saying where.
Israel said Tuesday that it had launched limited ground incursions into Lebanon to locate and destroy Hezbollah infrastructure, but there are signs that a wider offensive is planned.
It said eight Israeli soldiers had been killed in the fighting, with seven killed in two separate attacks. Earlier, Israel earlier announced that a 22-year-old captain in a commando brigade had been killed. It gave few other details. 

    


Israel has moved thousands of troops, tanks and artillery to the border in recent days, and it has warned residents to evacuate around 50 villages and towns in a U.N.-declared buffer zone in southern Lebanon, telling them to relocate to more than 60 kilometers (37 miles) north of the border. Thousands of Syrians and Lebanese have been streaming into Syria to escape the airstrikes.
In its first confirmation of the incursion, the Lebanese army said Israeli forces had advanced some 400 meters (yards) across the border but withdrew "after a short period." 
The sides have continued to trade strikes in recent days, with Israeli warplanes hitting Beirut and artillery firing at targets along the border. Hezbollah has fired hundreds of rockets, missiles and drones into Israel since last October, when it began attacking Israel in support of the Palestinians and its Hamas allies in Gaza.
What happened in Gaza?
Palestinians say Israel launched a large air and ground operation overnight in the southern city of Khan Younis, killing more than 50 people, including women and children, according to health officials. Separate strikes in Gaza killed around two dozen Palestinians.
Israel has continued to strike what it says are militant targets in Gaza even as attention has shifted to Lebanon and Iran. Israeli forces carried out a major operation in Khan Younis earlier this year that destroyed large areas of the city, and its forces have returned to several parts of Gaza as militants have regrouped.
The regional escalation began with Hamas' Oct. 7 attack into southern Israel, when Palestinian militants killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and took another 250 hostage. Some 100 have not yet been released, around 65 of whom are believed to be alive. Hamas' military wing, meanwhile, claimed responsibility for a Tuesday mass shooting in Tel Aviv that killed seven people. The two attackers were shot by security guards and armed passersby.

Israel's retaliatory offensive has killed over 41,000 Palestinians, according to local health officials. They do not say how many were fighters but say women and children make up more than half of the fatalities. The air and ground campaign has devastated wide areas of the coastal enclave and displaced 90% of its population of 2.3 million people, often multiple times. 
Diplomatic efforts have stalled and there is no end to the war in sight.
___
Frankel reported from Jerusalem. Associated Press reporters Kareem Chehayeb in Beirut and Jon Gambrell in Dubai, United Arab Emirates contributed.
___
Find more of AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            Longshoremen bow for a prayer during a strike at the Bayport Container Terminal on Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Annie Mulligan)
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            Striking International Longshoremen's Association dockworker Henderson Wilson, 61, stands on the picket line near the Port of New Orleans in Louisiana, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jack Brook)
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            FILE - Cranes usually running day and night are shut down during a strike by ILA members at the Bayport Container Terminal on Oct. 1, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Annie Mulligan, File)
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            Striking Philadelphia longshoreman picket outside the Packer Avenue Marine Terminal Port, Tuesday, Oct. 01, 2024.(AP Photo/Ryan Collerd)
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            FILE - Ship to shore cranes and gangs of longshoremen work the container ship YM Witness at the Georgia Ports Authority's Port of Savannah, Sept. 29, 2021, in Savannah, Ga. (AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton, File)
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            FILE - Cargo containers which can be hoisted from trucks to and from ships are loaded aboard the Matson Hawaiian Citizen at a San Francisco pier on May 15, 1963. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Miners at the Slabfork Coal company in West Virginia wait for ride home after work, May 6, 1960. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Ship to shore cranes and gangs of longshoremen work the container ship YM Witness at the Georgia Ports Authority's Port of Savannah, Sept. 29, 2021, in Savannah, Ga. (AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton, File)
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            FILE - Cargo containers which can be hoisted from trucks to and from ships are loaded aboard the Matson Hawaiian Citizen at a San Francisco pier on May 15, 1963. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Miners at the Slabfork Coal company in West Virginia wait for ride home after work, May 6, 1960. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The massive port workers' strike that has shut down all the major dockyards on the Eastern seaboard of the U.S. and the Gulf coast is highlighting a fear held by many workers: Eventually, we will be replaced by machines.
The International Longshoremen's Association, which represents the approximately 45,000 dock workers who walked off the job Tuesday, is testing whether it's possible to fight back.
The union is demanding, along with hefty pay raises, a total ban on the automation of gates, cranes and container-moving trucks in its ports. But it's unclear whether they'll be able to stave off a trend that has seeped into virtually every workspace. 
The growth of automation and technological advances have created tension between workers and management since the Industrial Revolution, when machines first began to manufacture goods that had previously been made by hand. And with the growing use of artificial intelligence, the group of jobs workers perceive as threatened with disruption is ever-widening.

    


"You cannot bet against the march of technology," said Yossi Sheffi, director of the MIT Center for Transportation & Logistics. "You cannot ban automation, because it will creep up in other places."




History of pushback against automation
It's not the first time that port workers have resisted automation. In 1960, as ports on the West Coast introduced machinery to move cargo once moved by hand, the union representing longshoremen negotiated protections for workers, including assurances that the current workforce would not be laid off, according to the International Longshore & Warehouse Union.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Harry Bridges, who led the union at the time, negotiated pay increases and job security arrangements for some of the workers, said Adam Seth Litwin, associate professor of industrial and labor relations at Cornell University. 
"He saw that this was going to become potentially a real problem if he didn't try to get ahead of it," Litwin said. "Essentially what he was saying was, 'I recognize the reality of what's happening here, and the way to best represent my members is to make sure that they are protected.'" 

    


The downside was that as port machinery became more common, the size of the union eroded precipitously over the years. 
The coal industry went through a similar reckoning as conveyor belts and other machines displaced laborers. Union leader John Lewis negotiated for job security and pay increases for existing workers, but the encroachment of machines led to fewer hires, and over time the workforce and union ranks shrunk. 
"Amongst coal miners today, he isn't necessarily a big hero, but he knew what he was doing. And I think he also recognized that fighting automation rarely makes a whole lot of economic sense, particularly if you're talking about a market that's at all competitive," Litwin said.
Some dockyards outside the U.S are far more automated and efficient, especially ports in Dubai, Singapore and Rotterdam, Sheffi said. Mexico is building a highly automated port that could compete with U.S. ports. 

    


"They're going to start running trains from the port to the heartland of the United States. And who is going to lose?" Sheffi asked. "There'll be less work for these people."
How to protect workers
There are ways unions and employers can protect workers. Some unions have negotiated that employees must receive guaranteed employment protection if companies bring in technologies that could make their jobs obsolete. Others have bargained for employers to provide tuition reimbursement or retraining programs so workers can shift into other roles when machines come in.
"The trick is to make it over time, not to do it haphazardly," Sheffi said.
In its current contract, the ILA has a provision that requires the union's agreement if the ports add any automation, essentially giving the ILA veto power. But ILA President Harold Daggett has said the union wants a stronger ban.
When health care giant Kaiser Permanente switched from paper to digital medical records a decade ago, dozens of unions bargained together to ensure workers wouldn't lose jobs or face wage reductions as a result of the technology deployment. Drivers who moved boxes of medical records to warehouses and librarians who retrieved paper files who were trained and reassigned to roles such as medical librarians or coders, Litwin said. 

    


"They ultimately all got pay increases because they ended up being in jobs that ended up being more highly skilled," Litwin said.
AI is starting to disrupt white collar jobs
Workers such as cashiers or file clerks who perform routine tasks and have lower levels of education face the greatest risks of their jobs being automated, according to Dawn Locke, a director at the U.S. Government Accountability Office. But the growth of artificial intelligence is increasingly threatening high-skilled jobs as well. 
In the months after the launch of ChatGPT, a generative AI tool that can compose essays, write computer code and engage in conversations, job postings for writers, coders and artists plummeted.

    


"Now we see law firms putting AI to use and cutting the number of junior associates," Sheffi said. "But it's a problem. How do you become a senior associate arguing before the Supreme Court if you don't start as a junior associate?"
When companies embrace artificial intelligence, it doesn't always result in workers losing jobs. In some cases the productivity gains enabled by automation or AI make workplaces more profitable, enabling them to hire even more workers.
But unions aren't taking any chances. In September, video game performers reached an agreement after striking with 80 games that provided protections around exploitative uses of artificial intelligence. 
Last year, Hollywood screenwriters concerned that scripts would soon be written by artificial intelligence won protections against the use of AI after a five-month strike. 

"More and more people who thought they were immune from automation are probably looking to groups like the longshoremen and thinking, 'Wait a second, actually, I may not be that far removed from this,'" Litwin said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/longshoremen-dockworkers-strike-union-automation-4707b764692f6061cd5948d3c73b3c53
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            The nonprofit Rainbow Railroad helps LGBTQ+ refugees resettle in the US, pairing them with American sponsors. Among them is Cabrel Ngounou, who fled anti-gay discrimination in Cameroon at age 14 and now lives in San Francisco. (AP Video: Terry Chea)
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            Julieth Luna Garcia, a transgender woman from El Salvador, poses for photos at Horner Park in Chicago, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Julieth Luna Garcia, a transgender woman from El Salvador, takes a walk at Horner Park in Chicago, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            CORRECTS SPELLING OF LAST NAME Cabrel Ngounou, right, a refugee from Cameroon, walks with his sponsor Anne Raeff, in San Francisco, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)
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            Julieth Luna Garcia, a transgender woman from El Salvador, sits on a bench as she looks at trees at Horner Park in Chicago, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Julieth Luna Garcia, a transgender woman from El Salvador, poses for photos at Horner Park in Chicago, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            CORRECTS SPELLING OF LAST NAME Cabrel Ngounou, a refugee from Cameroon, poses for a photo in San Francisco, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)
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            Julieth Luna Garcia, a transgender woman from El Salvador, smiles as she listens to Drew Heckman from Rainbow Railroad at Horner Park in Chicago, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Julieth Luna Garcia, a transgender woman from El Salvador, looks into a compact mirror at Horner Park in Chicago, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Cabrel Ngounou's life in Cameroon quickly unraveled after neighbors caught the teenager with his boyfriend.
A crowd surrounded his boyfriend's house and beat him. Ngounou's family learned of the relationship and kicked him out. So Ngounou fled -- alone and with little money -- on a dangerous, four-year journey through at least five countries. He was sold by traffickers and held captive as a sex slave in Libya, harassed in Tunisia and tried unsuccessfully to take a boat to Europe.
"The worst thing was that they caught us. So it was not easy for my family," Ngounou said. "My sisters told me I need to get out of the house because my place is not there. So that's what really pushed me to leave my country."
Ngounou's troubles drew attention after he joined a protest outside the U.N. refugee agency's Tunisia office. Eventually, he arrived in the United States, landing in San Francisco in March. 

    


Ngounou joined a growing number of LGBTQ+ people accepted into the Welcome Corps, which launched last year and pairs groups of Americans with newly arrived refugees. So far, the resettlement program has connected 3,500 sponsors with 1,800 refugees, and many more want to help: 100,000 people have applied to become sponsors.




President Joe Biden has sought to rebuild the refugee programs Donald Trump largely dismantled as president, working to streamline the process of screening and placing people in America. New refugee resettlement sites have opened across the country, and on Tuesday, the Biden Administration announced that it resettled 100,000 refugees in fiscal year 2024, the largest number in more than three decades.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In contrast, Trump has pledged to bar refugees from Gaza, reinstate his Muslim ban and impose "ideological screening" for all immigrants if he regains the presidency. He and running mate JD Vance are laying groundwork for their goal of deporting millions of illegal immigrants by amplifying false claims, such as the accusation that Haitians given temporary protected status to remain in the U.S. legally are eating pets in Ohio.

    


Under Biden, meanwhile, two human rights officials in the State Department were tasked last year with identifying refugees who face persecution either due to their sexual orientation or human rights advocacy.
"LGBTQ refugees are forced to flee their homes due to persecution and violence, not unlike other people," said Jeremy Haldeman, deputy executive director of the Community Sponsorship Hub, which implements the Welcome Corps on behalf of the State Department. But they are particularly vulnerable because they're coming from places "where their identities are criminalized and they are at risk of imprisonment or even death."
More than 60 countries have passed anti-LGBTQ laws and thousands of people have fled the Middle East and Africa seeking asylum in Europe. In April, Uganda's constitutional court on Wednesday upheld an anti-gay law that allows the death penalty for "aggravated homosexuality."
"There are just a lot of people who are really at risk and are not safe in their country, and they're usually not safe in the neighboring or regional countries either," Kathryn Hampton, senior adviser for U.S. Strategy at Rainbow Railroad, which helps LGBTQI+ people facing persecution.

    


The demand far outstrips capacity: Of more than 15,000 requests for help in 2023, the nonprofit helped resettle 23 refugees through the Welcome Corps program in cities as large as Houston and towns as small as Arlington, Vermont. It has a goal of resettling 50 this year.
"So, we have a lot of urgency as an organization to find and create new pathways that LGBTQI+ people can access to find safety," Hampton said.
Another refugee in the program, Julieth Luna Garcia, is a transgender woman from El Salvador who settled in Chicago.
Speaking through a translator, the 31-year-old Garcia said she suffered abuse from her family because of her trans identity and couldn't legally access gender-affirming care until she arrived in the United States.

    


"I lived with constant fear, even more so at night. I didn't like to go out. I was really scared that somebody would find me alone and do something," Garcia said. Since arriving in February, Garcia has found a place to live and a job as a home health aide and hopes to study to become a lawyer. "Here, I'm not scared to say who I am. I'm not scared to tell anyone," she said.
Maybe the biggest change was starting hormone treatments, she said: "To see yourself in the mirror and see these changes, I can't really explain it, but it's really big. It's an emotional and exciting thing and something I thought I would never experience."
Welcome Corps sponsors are expected to help refugees adjust for at least three months after they arrive. Garcia said the five volunteers helped her "adapt to a new life with a little less difficulty," by accessing benefits, getting a work permit and enrolling in English classes.

    


Ngounou recalled how his sponsors, a team of seven that included a lesbian couple, Anne Raeff and Lori Ostlund, hosted him and connected him with LGBTQ resources and a work training program. They also served as his tour guides to gay life, taking him to the historically gay Castro district, where Ngounou got his first glimpse of the huge rainbow Pride flag and stopped to read every plaque honoring famous gay people.
"Cabrel was just very, very moved by that. Just kind of started crying. We all did," Raeff recalled.
 "I know that feeling like when we were young, when you'd go into a gay bar and you'd feel like this sense of kind of freedom, like this community," she said. "That was the only place where you could go and actually be open. And that ... this is this community of people and we all have this in common."
Now the 19-year-old Ngounou works in a coffee shop and takes college courses, with the goal of becoming a social worker. He hopes the boyfriend he met in Tunisia can visit him in San Francisco -- and he still finds it hard to believe that they can share their love openly.

"Here I'm really me ... I feel free," he said with a laugh. "I feel free to have my boyfriend and walk with him in the street. I feel free, you know, to enjoy myself with him wherever we want to enjoy ourselves. But in Tunisia or anywhere else, in Cameroon, you have to hide such things."
___
This story has been corrected. Ngounou was sold by traffickers and held captive as a sex slave in Libya, not sexually assaulted in prison.
___
Casey reported from Boston. 
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            FILE - Gus Walz cries as Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, FIle)
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            FILE - Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz hugs his son Gus during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            FILE - Gus Walz cries as his father Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast, File)
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            FILE - Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz hugs his son Gus during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley, File)
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            FILE - Gus Walz cries as his father Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast, File)
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- When the issue of gun violence came up at the vice presidential debate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz had a personal story to tell: His teenage son, Gus, had been at a sports center last year when a shooting took place.
Gus Walz was at volleyball practice at the Jimmy Lee Recreation Center in St. Paul the afternoon of Jan. 18, 2023, when a 16-year-old was shot and seriously wounded outside.
It wasn't the first time Tim Walz had spoken about his son's brush with gun violence, and the shooting itself was widely publicized locally. But the Democrat's remarks Tuesday night at his debate with Republican JD Vance, as the public is still getting to know both vice presidential candidates, offered the biggest stage yet to personalize an issue that has deeply affected many American families.
On Wednesday, the youth's volleyball coach, David Albornoz, praised Gus in an interview with The Associated Press for how he helped get other kids to safety and keep them calm amid the chaotic scene.

    


"I was impressed by Gus and the kids in general, and how they handled it," Albornoz said. "Gus stayed with the kids as he was supposed to do."




The shooting came up as Walz and Vance were debating gun violence.
"Well, I think all the parents watching tonight, this is your biggest nightmare," Walz said. "Look, I've got a 17-year-old and he witnessed a shooting at a community center playing volleyball. Those things don't leave you."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Gus didn't actually see the shooting itself, but he did witness the aftermath, said Albornoz, who is also aquatics facilities supervisor for St. Paul Parks. Among other things, he said, Gus saw Albornoz with blood on his hands from performing first aid on the victim.
Walz briefly brought up the shooting at a campaign rally in Grand Rapids, Michigan, on Sept. 12, when he accused Vance and his running mate, former President Donald Trump, of minimizing gun violence at schools.

    


"My own son was in a location where someone was shot in the head. Too many of us have this," the governor told the crowd.
Walz also mentioned it in an interview with Minnesota Public Radio in March, when he said Gus was still dealing with his feelings a year later.
"He was there with little kids, littler kids. He was kind of supervising. He shuffled them under the bleachers," Walz told MPR.
Albornoz broadly backed up the governor's version, although his memory was that Gus took the kids back to the pool area, where they waited behind locked doors until they got the all clear. 
Gus got national attention during his father's speech at the Democratic National Convention in August, when he was caught on camera standing up, tears streaming down his face. In a viral moment, Gus pointed to his father and exclaimed, "That's my dad!"
After Gus got some derision for that, Albornoz posted a tribute on Facebook, saying they met when the teen sought him out to lead a volleyball team. He called Gus a "kid thrown into the fray and turmoil of our current divided and divisive political landscape, deserving of love and respect as he navigates his senior year." He recalled how they and other kids would often go out for tacos after games.

    


"I also know him from when a kid got shot in the parking lot and he helped keeping everyone safe and calm, looking after the kids in the gym with us as I rushed out," he wrote in August.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


On Wednesday, Albornoz said Gus is just a regular teen who has suddenly been thrust into the national spotlight.
"He's a normal kid in extraordinary circumstances," the coach said.

In February, a judge sentenced Exavir Binford Jr., a rec center employee, to more than 10 years for shooting JuVaughn Turner. Binford pleaded guilty to first-degree assault in exchange for prosecutors dropping an attempted murder charge. Prosecutors say Binford shot Turner in the head during an altercation involving them and other teens. Turner's family is now suing the city, saying he suffered permanent brain damage. They allege the city knew he had a history of violent conduct and threats to minors. The city has moved to dismiss the lawsuit, saying Binford was not acting within his official duties and had no police powers when he shot Turner.
On Tuesday night, after Walz brought up the shooting, Vance expressed his empathy.
"Tim, first of all, I didn't know that your 17-year-old witnessed a shooting, and I'm sorry about that. Christ, have mercy. It is awful," Vance said.
"I appreciate that," Walz replied.
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The president could invoke a 1947 law to try to suspend the dockworkers' strike. Here's how
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                    FILE - Cranes usually running day and night are shut down during a strike by ILA members at the Bayport Container Terminal on Oct. 1, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Annie Mulligan, File)
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    Read the latest on the port strikes: How port strikes could affect retail prices and shortages in the U.S.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- Some manufacturers and retailers are urging President Joe Biden to invoke a 1947 law as a way to suspend a strike by 45,000 dockworkers that has shut down 36 U.S. ports from Maine to Texas. 
At issue is Section 206 of the Labor Management Relations Act of 1947, better known as the Taft-Hartley Act. The law authorizes a president to seek a court order for an 80-day cooling-off period for companies and unions to try to resolve their differences. 
Biden has said, though, that he won't intervene in the strike. 
Taft-Hartley was meant to curb the power of unions
The law was introduced by two Republicans -- Sen. Robert Taft of Ohio and Rep. Fred Hartley Jr. of New Jersey -- in the aftermath of World War II. It followed a series of strikes in 1945 and 1946 by workers who demanded better pay and working conditions after the privations of wartime.
President Harry Truman opposed Taft-Hartley, but his veto was overridden by Congress.

    


In addition to authorizing a president to intervene in strikes, the law banned "closed shops," which require employers to hire only union workers. The ban allowed workers to refuse to join a union.
Taft-Hartley also barred "secondary boycotts,'' thereby making it illegal for unions to pressure neutral companies to stop doing business with an employer that was targeted in a strike.




It also required union leaders to sign affidavits declaring that they did not support the Communist Party.
Presidents can target a strike that may "imperil the national health and safety"

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The president can appoint a board of inquiry to review and write a report on the labor dispute -- and then direct the attorney general to ask a federal court to suspend a strike by workers or a lockout by management.
If the court issues an injunction, an 80-day cooling-off period would begin. During this period, management and unions must "make every effort to adjust and settle their differences.''
Still, the law cannot actually force union members to accept a contract offer.

    


Presidents have invoked Taft-Hartley 37 times in labor disputes
According to the Congressional Research Service, about half the time that presidents have invoked Section 206 of Taft-Hartley, the parties worked out their differences. But nine times, according to the research service, the workers went ahead with a strike.
President George W. Bush invoked Taft-Hartley in 2002 after 29 West Coast ports locked out members of the International Longshore and Warehouse Union in a standoff. (The two sides ended up reaching a contract.)
Biden has said he won't use Taft-Hartley to intervene
Despite lobbying by the National Association of Manufacturers and the National Retail Federation, the president has maintained that he has no plans to try to suspend the dockworkers' strike against ports on the East and Gulf coasts. 
On Wednesday, before leaving Joint Base Andrews for an air tour of North Carolina to see the devastation from Hurricane Helene, Biden said the port strike was hampering efforts to provide emergency items for the relief effort. 
"This natural disaster is incredibly consequential," the president said. "The last thing we need on top of that is a man-made disaster -- what's going on at the ports."
Biden noted that the companies that control East and Gulf coast ports have made huge profits since the pandemic.

    


"It's time for them to sit at the table and get this strike done," he said. 
Though many ports are publicly owned, private companies often run operations that load and unload cargo. 
William Brucher, a labor relations expert at Rutgers University, notes that Taft-Hartley injunctions are "widely despised, if not universally despised, by labor unions in the United States." 
And Vice President Kamala Harris is relying on support from organized labor in her presidential campaign against Donald Trump. 
If the longshoremen's strike drags on long enough and causes shortages that antagonize American consumers, pressure could grow on Biden to change course and intervene. But experts like Brucher suggest that most voters have already made up their minds and that the election outcome is "really more about turnout" now. 
Which means, Brucher said, that "Democrats really can't afford to alienate organized labor." 
____

AP Writer Colleen Long at Joint Base Andrews and AP Business Writers Wyatte Grantham-Philips in New York and Tom Krisher in Detroit contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/port-strike-longshoremen-dockworkers-union-law-27c7eaa7b199fba1903a637eb6c7db0c



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    NASA switches off instrument on Voyager 2 spacecraft to save power | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



NASA switches off instrument on Voyager 2 spacecraft to save power
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                    FILE - This photo provided by NASA shows the "Sounds of Earth" record being mounted on the Voyager 2 spacecraft in the Safe-1 Building at the Kennedy Space Center, Fla. Aug. 4, 1977. (AP Photo/NASA, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- To save power, NASA has switched off another scientific instrument on its long-running Voyager 2 spacecraft.
The space agency said Tuesday that Voyager 2's plasma science instrument -- designed to measure the flow of charged atoms -- was powered down in late September so the spacecraft can keep exploring for as long as possible, expected into the 2030s. 
NASA turned off a suite of instruments on Voyager 2 and its twin Voyager 1 after they explored the gas giant planets in the 1980s. Both are currently in interstellar space, or the space between stars. The plasma instrument on Voyager 1 stopped working long ago and was finally shut down in 2007. 
Four remaining instruments on Voyager 2 will continue collecting information about magnetic fields and particles. Its goal is to study the swaths of space beyond the sun's protective bubble.

    


Launched in 1977, Voyager 2 is the only spacecraft to visit Uranus and Neptune. It's currently more than 12 billion miles (19.31 billion kilometers) from Earth. Voyager 1 is over 15 billion miles (24.14 billion kilometers) from Earth.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Hurricanes like Helene are deadly when they strike and keep killing for years to come

    Hurricanes like Helene are deadly when they strike and keep killing for years to come
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            A new study says hurricanes in the United States are hundreds of times deadlier in the long run than the government calculates. The average storm hitting the U.S. contributes to the early deaths of 7,000 to 11,000 people over a 15-year period. (AP Video produced by Julian Trejo Bax)
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            FILE - Debris is visible in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Sept. 30, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 7 | 
            FILE - A fireman walks through mud as they search for victims of flash flooding in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Oct. 1, 2024, in Swannanoa, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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            FILE - Destruction to the Faraway Inn Cottages and Motel is visible in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, in Cedar Key, Fla., Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)
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            FILE - People walk by a pile of debris left in the wake of Hurricane Helene, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
            FILE - A search and rescue dog and handler look for victims in deep mud in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Oct. 1, 2024, in Swannanoa, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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            Search and Rescue members take a briefing in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Swannanoa, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            FILE - People walk by a pile of debris left in the wake of Hurricane Helene, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)
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            FILE - A search and rescue dog and handler look for victims in deep mud in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Oct. 1, 2024, in Swannanoa, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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                                        Hurricanes in the United States end up hundreds of times deadlier than the government calculates, contributing to more American deaths than car accidents or all the nation's wars, a new study said. 
The average storm hitting the U.S. contributes to the early deaths of 7,000 to 11,000 people over a 15-year period, which dwarfs the average of 24 immediate and direct deaths that the government counts in a hurricane's aftermath, the study in Wednesday's journal Nature concluded. Study authors said even with Hurricane Helene's growing triple digit direct death count, many more people will die partly because of that storm in future years.
"Watching what's happened here makes you think that this is going to be a decade of hardship on tap, not just what's happening over the next couple of weeks," said Stanford University climate economist Solomon Hsiang, a study co-author and a former White House science and technology official. 

    


"After each storm there is sort of this surge of additional mortality in a state that's been impacted that has not been previously documented or associated with hurricanes in any way," Hsiang said. 




Hsiang and University of California Berkeley researcher Rachel Young looked at hurricane deaths in a different way than previous studies, opting for a more long-term public health and economics-oriented analysis of what's called excess mortality. They looked at states' death rates after 501 different storms hitting the United States between 1930 and 2015. And what they found is that after each storm there's a "bump" in death rates.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's a statistical signature that they see over and over, Hsiang said. Similar analyses are done for heat waves and other health threats like pollution and disease, he said. They compare to pre-storm times and adjust for other factors that could be causing changes in death rates, he said. Complicating everything is that the same places keep getting hit by multiple storms so there are death bumps upon death bumps.

    


Just how storms contribute to people's deaths after the immediate impact is something that needs further study, Hsiang said. But he theorized it includes the health effects of stress, changes in the environment including toxins, people not being able to afford health care and other necessities because of storm costs, infrastructure damage and government changes in spending.
"When someone dies a few years after a hurricane hit them, the cause will be recorded as a heart attack, stroke or respiratory failure," said Texas A&M University climate scientist Andrew Dessler, who wasn't part of the study but has done similar studies on heat and cold deaths. "The doctor can't possibly know that a hurricane contributed/triggered the illness. You can only see it in a statistical analysis like this."
Initially Hsiang and Young figured the storm death bump would go away in a matter of months, but they were surprised when they examined hundreds of bumps and found they stretch out, slowly, over 15 years, Hsiang said.
It's "almost like a trickle of mortality, like each month we're talking about five to 10 individuals who are dying earlier than they would have otherwise," Hsiang said.

    


These people don't realize that 10 or 15 years later their health issues are associated with a storm in some way, but Hsiang said it shows up in the data: "They would not have died at those times had the storm not arrived. And so essentially, these storms are accelerating people's deaths."
The numbers proved so high that the researchers kept looking for mistakes or complicating factors they had missed. "It took years for us to really fully accept that this was happening," Hsiang said.
How big are the numbers?
Storms are a factor in between 55,000 to 88,000 excess deaths a year, the study concluded. So for the 85 years studied, the team calculated between 3.6 and 5.2 million people died with storms being a factor. That's more than the 2 million car accident deaths over that period, the study said.
Before now the public looked at storms "as an inconvenience that is tragic for a small number of community members," Hsiang said. But they really are "a major threat to public health," he said.

    


Hsiang said he and Young saw a trend of increasing hurricane-connected deaths, predominantly because of population growth. Starting in 2000, there's been a big jump in the total volume of storms hitting large population, he said.
Three outside scientists said the study made sense.
"It seems like what they're doing is reasonable," said University of Albany hurricane expert Kristen Corbosiero, who wasn't part of the research. "The numbers are really staggering."
Texas A&M's Dessler said this is an important study because it brings home the deadly nature of climate change and extreme weather. He said he and his fellow climate scientists have been accurate in their warnings of the physics of what climate change would mean, but failed to emphasize enough how it would hurt people.

    


"Reading this, it's clear that humanity is very vulnerable to weather shocks, even in an incredibly rich country like ours," Dessler said in an email.
___
Read more of AP's climate coverage at http://www.apnews.com/climate-and-environment
___
Follow Seth Borenstein on X at @borenbears
______

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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            FILE - A destroyed car is seen in front of a residential building which was heavily bombed by Russian forces, in the frontline city of Vuhledar, Ukraine, Feb. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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            FILE - An aerial view of Vuhledar, the site of heavy battles with the Russian troops in the Donetsk region, Ukraine, Feb. 10, 2023. (AP Photo/Libkos, File)
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            FILE - A part of a rocket sticks from a ground in front of a residential building which was heavily bombed by Russian forces in the frontline city of Vuhledar, Ukraine, Feb. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            FILE - A residential building which was destroyed by Russian forces is seen through the broken window, in the frontline city of Vuhledar, Ukraine, Feb. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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            In this photo released by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, Russian soldiers attend combat training for assault units at an undisclosed location in Ukraine. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- The fall of a front-line town nestled atop a tactically significant hill is unlikely to change the course of Ukraine's war against Russia. But the loss underscores Kyiv's worsening position, in part the result of firm Western red lines, military officials and analysts said.
Vuhledar, a town Ukrainian forces fought tooth and nail to keep for two years, is the latest urban settlement to fall to the Russians. It follows a vicious summer campaign along the eastern front that saw Kyiv cede several thousand square kilometers (miles) of territory.
Ukraine's military said they were withdrawing their troops from Vuhledar to "protect the military personnel and equipment" in a statement on Wednesday.
Vuhledar's fall is a microcosm of Ukraine's predicament in this chapter of the nearly three-year war. It reflects the U.S.'s refusal to grant Ukraine permission to strike targets deep inside Russian territory, preventing Kyiv from degrading Moscow's capabilities. Meanwhile, Russia's dominance of the skies allows it to develop and advance devastating aerial glide bombs for which Ukraine has no effective response, while a controversial mobilization drive has failed to produce a new class of Ukrainian fighters capable of holding the line.

    


The Ukrainians' retreat from the town comes after a much-anticipated visit by Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to the U.S. last week. The Biden administration so far has refused Kyiv's request to use Army Tactical Missile Systems, or ATACMS, to strike Russian airfields and other key targets, and Zelenskyy's "victory plan," was dismissed by some as more of a wish list than a plan of action.




In the meantime, Russian fighter jets continued to drop aerial bombs on Vuhledar, which precipitated the retreat, soldiers there said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"(The Russians') main tactic was to encircle us from the flanks, and they did this constantly for six to seven months with constant aerial attacks -- due to this tactic they managed to exhaust our resources, because we don't have as much as they have," said Arsenii Prylipka, the head of the press office of the 72nd Brigade, which had been defending Vuhledar since August 2022.

    


The fight for Vuhledar
After two years of failed attempts to capture Vuhledar, Russian forces switched tactics earlier this year. The town's pre-war population of 14,000 dwindled to less than 100 during the heat of the fighting.
Russian soldiers began mounting sophisticated attacks from the north and southern flanks, powered by superior electronic warfare capabilities and an array of infantrymen on motorcycles, artillery fire, drones and aerial glide bombs. Moscow suffered heavy causalities. 
Ukrainians have been pressuring the U.S. to relax restrictions on the use of Western weapons to strike targets deep inside Russia. Lawmakers said they expected a green light from the U.S. months ago, but it didn't come: The Biden administration refused to waver on this red line. 
It has meant that Russian command and control centers, logistics hubs and airfields from which Russian fighter jets carry deadly aerial glide bombs, are out of reach of Ukrainian forces.

    


Russia fires nearly 120 aerial bombs a day on average, about 3,000 a month. The bombs are Soviet-era weapons refitted with navigational technology.
"We cannot change the dynamics, and the Russians are pushing," said Pavel Narozhnyi, founder of the non-profit Reactive Post, which sources spare parts for artillery.
Month after month of constant attacks eventually eroded Ukrainian defenses.
After two years of intense fighting, the 72nd Brigade -- which never rotated out due to the intensity of the fight and the lack of a demobilization strategy from Ukrainian military leaders -- withdrew from the patch of land many of their comrades died to defend.
Prylipka had said the brigade would stay until the very last moment when defending Vuhledar became impossible. That scenario unfolded this week.
"The Russians searched for weak spots in our defenses, a constant probe to find routes to penetrate the town and as they advanced they tried to destroy the entire town. All the time we are under fire," said Prylipka.

    


Vuhledar served as a defensive stronghold, a fortress town atop a hill surrounded by open fields and near two major roads. From there, Ukrainian soldiers were able to observe approaching Russian forces at a distance. From that vantage point, it was easy to coordinate counter-attacks. That advantage now falls to Russian forces.
While tactically significant, Vuhledar isn't a crucial logistics hub for Kyiv, and Russian forces already controlled most of the main roads through the town before capturing it, the U.S.-based Institute for the Study of War said. Ukraine's access to other critical supply lines remains intact.
The road to Pokrovsk
The capture of Vuhledar is part of Moscow's pursuit of the strategic logistics hub of Pokrovsk, just 30 kilometers (19 miles) north. Its fall would severely compromise Ukrainian defenses.

    


The next step for Russian forces will be to drive Ukrainian forces out of the nearby city of Kurakhove.
"This line is interconnected and the enemy will not be able to enter Pokrovsk and come close to Pokrovsk unless it can drive our troops out of Kurakhove," said Ivan Tymochko, chairman of the Council of Reservists of Ukraine's ground forces. "Otherwise, (the Russians) would have exposed their fronts to the flanks and would have received a serious blow to the side." 

"On the other hand, the enemy understands that if it does not take Kurakhove, it will not be able to seriously influence the course of events around Vuhledar," he added. 
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            Donald Trump is going back to Butler, where the world last saw him pump his fist and beseech followers to "fight," even as blood streaked his face from a would-be assassin's bullet. The question is: Is Butler ready? (AP Video by Patrick Aftoora-Orsagos)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 13 | 
            A sign supporting Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump is posted in Jim Hulings, chairman of the Butler County Republican Committee yard in Zelienople, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            People attend the Butler Fall Festival in Butler, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Heidi Priest speaks during an interview with The Associated Press in Butler, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Jim Hulings, chairman of the Butler County Republican Committee, poses for a photograph in Zelienople, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Show in graffiti in the area of the Butler Farm Show, the sight of an assassination attempt against Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump in Butler, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 13 | 
            Jim Perry who witnessed an assassination attempt against Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, plans to attend an upcoming rally, sits outside Cummings Candy & Coffee in Butler, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Artist Bill Secunda posses for a photograph with his sculpture of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, in Butler, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Painted rocks, including one expressing support for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris are seen at Heidi Priest's home in Butler, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Barry Cummings speaks with Jim Perry who witnessed an assassination attempt against Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, at his shop Cummings Candy & Coffee in Butler, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            James Eckstein who is campaigning for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, holds is organizer containing sticker and buttons at the Butler Fall Festival in Butler, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 13 | 
            Dr. Shanea Clancy speaks during an interview with The Associated Press in Butler, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            A car passes signs supporting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., in Butler, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            People attend the Butler Fall Festival in Butler, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Barry Cummings speaks with Jim Perry who witnessed an assassination attempt against Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, at his shop Cummings Candy & Coffee in Butler, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            James Eckstein who is campaigning for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, holds is organizer containing sticker and buttons at the Butler Fall Festival in Butler, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Dr. Shanea Clancy speaks during an interview with The Associated Press in Butler, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 13

                                    
                                    A car passes signs supporting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., in Butler, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            MARK SCOLFORO

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        BUTLER, Pa. (AP) -- Donald Trump is going back to Butler, where the world last saw him pump his fist and beseech followers to "fight," even as blood streaked his face from a would-be assassin's bullet.

In announcing his return, the former president and current Republican nominee said he planned to "celebrate a unifying vision for America's future in an event like the world has never seen before."

The question is: Is Butler ready? 

While many are predicting a large crowd to hear Trump speak back at the very Farm Show property where a bullet grazed his right ear on July 13, there is also apprehension in town, along with a sense that Butler is still healing.

"I've consulted with, at least, like 500 people since this has happened," said registered nurse Shanea Clancy, who runs a mental health consulting service in Butler County and has seen people more anxious since the shooting. Some show signs of post-traumatic stress disorder.





    



"The big theme, if you will, is just, 'How did something like that happen in our backyard?'" Clancy said. "People don't expect trauma to show up at their door on any given day."

The assassination attempt has resonated deeply in the mountainous community north of Pittsburgh. Trump enjoys wide support there, having easily doubled Hillary Clinton's vote total on his way to winning the White House in 2016. He nearly did so again against Joe Biden in 2020. But Butler County was better for Democrats two years ago, when the party's gubernatorial nominee, Josh Shapiro, took about 43% of the vote there.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


To claim the pivotal swing state of Pennsylvania in November, Trump needs to drive up voter turnout in conservative strongholds like Butler County, an overwhelmingly white, rural-suburban community with a record of voting for Republicans.


Banking on better security



On Saturday, the former president will speak where thousands of people, including children, witnessed him and the others get shot. Former Buffalo Township Fire Company Chief Corey Comperatore was killed, while David Dutch and James Copenhaver were both hospitalized with injuries. U.S. Secret Service killed the gunman, 20-year-old Thomas Matthew Crooks. 

    



Stunned in the aftermath, some rally goers held impromptu prayer groups as they walked back to their cars. It seems just about everyone in Butler County was either at the rally or knows someone who was. 

Last weekend, retired food service worker Sally Sarvey was picking up Trump signs and a T-shirt from a Republican Party tent at a street festival in nearby Slippery Rock. She said she will "make it a point" to witness Trump's return this Saturday, but she's mindful of what happened in July.

"Hopefully they'll have more security that acts faster," Sarvey said. 

There are visible signs of the tension left behind. "Fight" graffiti -- echoing Trump's words in the immediate aftermath of the shooting -- began showing up around Butler County in the ensuing two weeks. In some places, the word "fight" on roadways was countered by another spray painted message: "love." 

The assassination attempt has been the "No. 1 topic" of conversation since July 13, said Jim Hulings, chairman of the Butler County Republican Committee. He has so many lingering questions about the shooting and consequent investigations that he keeps a running list.

    



"There's a lot of activity going on right now, people wanting answers," Hulings said. "I am not in a minority there at all. There's a lot of people asking questions."
The shooting was 'a burden on all of us'

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    



Police and emergency officials have faced questions from investigators looking into the shootings from the state police, FBI and Congress. The county government has fielded some 300 open records requests, five times what it normally gets in a year. Many are bracing for litigation that could extend for years. 

"I'm not going to lie -- it's a burden on all of us," said Butler Emergency Services Director Steve Bicehouse. "It wears on you. And it's been a trying time the last several months."

County Commissioner Kevin Boozel, the only Democrat holding countywide elected office in Butler, said what happened two months ago has some concerned about Saturday's rally. The previous security failure is the major issue, but authorities at the July event also contended with extreme heat and humidity that kept emergency responders busy treating people in distress even before the shooting. Several people required hospital treatment.

    



Boozel has fielded "plenty of emails saying, 'Don't let him back here,'" he said of Trump. "Because emotionally, we're not ready for that."

Retired librarian Kathy Kline, who lives in Butler, said she supports Vice President Kamala Harris in the presidential race and feels there has been insufficient consideration for those who oppose Trump returning. Kline belongs to a Facebook group, "Butler PA Women for Kamala Harris," that's grown to some 1,500 members in recent months. 

    



"I personally am never opposed to any political figure coming into our community and sharing their policies," Kline said. "That's the American way. But you know, you need to come in with some respect and integrity and leave all of that chaos and ugliness out of it."

Barry Cummings' coffee shop near the Farm Show property where the shooting occurred was closed briefly after the shooting. In the immediate aftermath, he said, he was determined to reach out to people who don't share his political views.

"I tended to try to listen more than speak," said Cummings, a registered Democrat. He wanted to hear "the feelings on the other side, you know, and I think that brought us a little closer together."
Moving forward while memorializing the past



Kim Geyer, a Republican Butler County commissioner, plans to attend the rally Saturday, just as she did in July when she sat behind Trump. 

"I kind of have mixed feelings about it, but I'm resolved to moving forward," Geyer said. "I think that the people that may be affected more negatively are going to just stay home. And the people that want to feel the inspiration and the energy from the Trump movement are going to attend to support President Trump and let him finish what he began."

Some Trump supporters have been looking for ways to memorialize the attempted assassination. One artist is working on a 9-foot-high sculpture of Trump in Butler, although it's unclear where it might be installed. Another artist, Butler metal worker and Trump supporter Bill Secunda, spent two weeks reworking an existing life-sized Trump sculpture to better reflect his response after being shot, with his right arm raised and fist clenched. 

Secunda and a friend quietly installed it in a tent at the Butler Farm Show in August, where it became popular for selfies. He's already had a $50,000 offer for the sculpture.

"I don't even think I saw a sour look, which was kind of surprising because, you know, I've lost customers over doing a piece like that," Secunda said.

Meanwhile, the Butler Historical Society has put on hold until spring, at least, its plans to collect local residents' stories about the shooting. The organization is looking into how it would keep the stories sealed for 75 years, as had been the plan. 

Geyer said she expects Butlerites will find more ways to pay tribute to the victims.


"It was a tragic day and nobody wishes it happened or occurred in their county," Geyer said. "I believe that the people who live and work here are resilient people. We're going to move forward."
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            Pennsylvania Republican Senate candidate Dave McCormick speaks during a campaign event in Steelton, Pa., Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., speaks during a campaign event with union members in Philadelphia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Andres Garcia, left, and Christina Smallwood, Border Patrol agents and Public Affairs officers, look for migrants underneath the vehicular McAllen-Hidalgo International Bridge in Hidalgo, Texas, early Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (Veronica Gabriela Cardenas/The Texas Tribune via AP)
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                                        STEELTON, Pa. (AP) -- The Republican challenger trying to flip the U.S. Senate seat in swing-state Pennsylvania said he'll press for U.S. military action in Mexico to target fentanyl trafficking networks, a controversial and complicated idea that seemed to originate with former President Donald Trump.
David McCormick, who is challenging third-term Democratic Sen. Bob Casey of Pennsylvania, is making the idea part of his plan for fighting the fentanyl scourge, which is playing a big role in the campaign and has been central to dueling TV ads in the race.
The idea of using the military garnered attention in last year's GOP primaries before Trump emerged as his party's presidential nominee for the third consecutive time.
But now, McCormick -- a decorated Army combat veteran and ex- hedge fund CEO who served on Trump's Defense Advisory Board -- is testing the message of unilateral U.S. military action in Mexico in a state that could be decisive in determining which party wins the White House and a Senate majority in November's election.

    


McCormick envisions using the U.S. military's drones and special operations teams in Mexico to destroy fentanyl trafficking cartels, though he stresses that the military should be used "selectively and thoughtfully."




"I'm not saying we're going to send the 82nd Airborne Division to do a jump into Mexico," McCormick said. "What I'm saying is the combination of special operations and drones, I think, could eradicate the manufacturing facilities, kill the distribution networks and do a real dent in what is a terrorist activity."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Military action is justified, McCormick says, by what he calls "the biggest killer in our country." The U.S. shouldn't wait for a blessing from a Mexican government that has failed to address its problem with fentanyl production and trafficking, he said.
"So the time for negotiating with the Mexican government to get their DEA on this is gone," McCormick told one audience in September. "We've got to get tough on it. And that's what I would do."

    


The idea received high-profile attention when Trump's former defense secretary, Mark Esper, said in 2022 that Trump had asked him about firing missiles into Mexico, a precedent-setting notion that Esper and other defense officials quickly rejected. 
The idea gained cachet among some Republican lawmakers last year and Trump embraced it, saying "it's now time for America to wage war on the cartels."
Trump's then-competitors on the Republican presidential primary campaign trail also embraced the idea, but that talk has quieted. Legislation to provide military authorization hasn't received a committee vote in the Republican-controlled House and, while McCormick's proposal lacks specifics and echoes an idea Trump broached, it goes further than what most--if not all--other Senate candidates are saying across the U.S.
Critics of using the U.S. military in Mexico say such operations would do little to hurt the cartels or stem the flow of fentanyl, while raising delicate questions about sovereignty. 

    


They could, for example, destroy the relationship with the U.S.' largest trade partner, whose just-departed President Andres Manuel Lopez Obradorrepeatedlydenied Mexico is producing the synthetic opioid despite considerable evidence to the contrary. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Casey has neither criticized nor backed the idea of using the U.S. military in Mexico. Instead. he has pointed to his support for measures in Congress to strengthen screening at border checkpoints.
The vast majority of fentanyl seized is brought into the United States by American citizens at the southern border, according to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
McCormick and other Republicans compare fentanyl deaths to combat losses in the Vietnam War: Roughly 110,000 drug overdose deaths each of the last two years in which fentanyl was the primary culprit two-thirds of the time, compared to 58,000 reported U.S. casualties in the war.
"What we're in is unprecedented," he said. "The numbers are beyond imagination in terms of what we're experiencing right now."

    


McCormick says the closest model for what he has in mind is the U.S. military's cocaine interdiction work with the cooperation of the Colombian government against the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia. McCormick called that effort "incredibly successful."
But Justin Logan, director of defense and foreign policy studies at the Cato Institute, said the Colombian operation failed to stop the flow of cocaine.
It's true that Colombia became more stable, its governance improved and cartel activity receded, Logan said. But the price of cocaine in the U.S. dropped significantly, which he called an indication that cocaine had become more widely available.
"And I think that is the first reason to be skeptical of the claim that using the U.S. military against the cartels in Mexico is going to have an effect in the United States on the amount and abundance of fentanyl in the United States," Logan said.

    


Analysts say it seems unlikely that Mexico would agree to U.S. military operations on its territory.
Vanda Felbab-Brown, director of the Brookings Institution's Initiative on Nonstate Armed Actors, said a sustained military and law enforcement effort by Mexico over months or years would be necessary to shut down labs and round up a trafficking network's management.
But unilateral U.S. military strikes will have little long-term effect, because the labs and cartel commanders that get taken out are easily replaced, she said.
"And meanwhile you would incur very large costs," she said. "You could imagine the complete rupture in the relationship that has many consequences."
Mexico, for example, could end its cooperation of stemming the flow of migrants to its border with the United States, she said.
In Congress, bipartisan agreement has revolved around hiring more Customs and Border Patrol personnel at the southern border and expanding the capacity to screen vehicles coming from Mexico. 
In April, President Joe Biden signed bipartisan legislation to expand the use of sanctions to disrupt trafficking networks and money laundering. 
Democrats, meanwhile, have accused Trump and Republicans of hypocrisy after they sank a sweeping immigration reform bill this year that carried hundreds of millions of dollars to hire more customs agents and bolster investigations into fentanyl trafficking.
Trump said the attached immigration measures weren't tough enough.
If he wins in November, congressional authorization may not matter. Trump has said he intends to act with or without congressional approval.
The Biden administration, meanwhile, has suggested it already has the legal authority to strike cartels in Mexico, if it wanted to.
Presidents will always assert that they have the inherent authority to use the armed forces to protect the national security of the United States, said Geoffrey S. Corn, director of the Center for Military Law and Policy at Texas Tech's School of Law.
Congress in 1973 passed a law requiring their approval for taking such action, but presidents have assumed the authority to strike at non-state enemies in other countries that they deem to be either unwilling or unable to rein them in, Corn said.
It's a gray area of international law that has been tested by presidents of both parties. 
"It's the same rationale that Obama used when he ordered a raid into Pakistan to kill Osama Bin Laden," Corn said. "As far as we know, we didn't have consent from the Pakistanis to do that."
The question, then, may be whether the flow of fentanyl into the United States warrants military action, Corn said.

"It's a hard question," Corn said. "It is killing millions of people, but it's not like they're flying drones across the border and dropping this stuff."
___
Follow Marc Levy at twitter.com/timelywriter
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            FILE - An aerial view of Vuhledar, the site of heavy battles with the Russian troops in the Donetsk region, Ukraine, Feb. 10, 2023. (AP Photo/Libkos, File)
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            FILE - A Ukrainian marine serviceman runs to take a position through the residential blocks in the frontline city of Vuhledar, Ukraine, Feb. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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            FILE - A residential building which was destroyed by Russian forces is seen through the broken window, in the frontline city of Vuhledar, Ukraine, Feb. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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            FILE - A Ukrainian serviceman of 68 Oleksa Dovbush hunting brigade drives by M113 armoured vehicle towards frontline positions near Vuhledar, Ukraine, Feb. 22, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 7 | 
            FILE - A destroyed car is seen in front of a residential building which was heavily bombed by Russian forces, in the frontline city of Vuhledar, Ukraine, Feb. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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            FILE - This image provided by the Ukrainian Armed Forces and taken in February 2023 shows damaged Russian tanks in a field after an attack on Vuhledar, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Armed Forces via AP, File)
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            FILE - A part of a rocket sticks from a ground in front of a residential building which was heavily bombed by Russian forces in the frontline city of Vuhledar, Ukraine, Feb. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            FILE - An aerial view of Vuhledar, the site of heavy battles with the Russian troops in the Donetsk region, Ukraine, Feb. 10, 2023. (AP Photo/Libkos, File)
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            FILE - A Ukrainian marine serviceman runs to take a position through the residential blocks in the frontline city of Vuhledar, Ukraine, Feb. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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            FILE - A residential building which was destroyed by Russian forces is seen through the broken window, in the frontline city of Vuhledar, Ukraine, Feb. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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            FILE - A Ukrainian serviceman of 68 Oleksa Dovbush hunting brigade drives by M113 armoured vehicle towards frontline positions near Vuhledar, Ukraine, Feb. 22, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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                                    FILE - A Ukrainian serviceman of 68 Oleksa Dovbush hunting brigade drives by M113 armoured vehicle towards frontline positions near Vuhledar, Ukraine, Feb. 22, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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            FILE - A destroyed car is seen in front of a residential building which was heavily bombed by Russian forces, in the frontline city of Vuhledar, Ukraine, Feb. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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            FILE - This image provided by the Ukrainian Armed Forces and taken in February 2023 shows damaged Russian tanks in a field after an attack on Vuhledar, Ukraine. (Ukrainian Armed Forces via AP, File)
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            FILE - A part of a rocket sticks from a ground in front of a residential building which was heavily bombed by Russian forces in the frontline city of Vuhledar, Ukraine, Feb. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Ukrainian forces are withdrawing from the front-line town of Vuhledar, perched atop a tactically significant hill in eastern Ukraine, after more than two years of grinding battle, military officials said Wednesday.
Vuhledar, a town Ukrainian forces fought tooth and nail to keep, is the latest urban settlement to fall to the Russians as the war stretches deep into its third year and the Ukrainian army is gradually being pushed backward in the eastern Donetsk province.
It follows a vicious summer campaign along the eastern front that saw Kyiv cede several thousand square kilometers (square miles) of territory as the Russian army hacks its way westward, obliterating towns and villages with missiles, glide bombs, artillery and drones.
Ukraine's Khortytsia ground forces formation, which commands eastern regions including Donetsk, said in a statement posted on Telegram it was withdrawing troops from Vuhledar to "protect military personnel and equipment."

    


"In an attempt to take control of the city at any cost, (Russian) reserves were directed to carry out flanking attacks, which exhausted the defense of the units of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. As a result of the enemy's actions, there arose a threat of encircling the city," the statement said.





The tactical significance of the town, situated at the confluence of two major roads, is two-fold. Dominant heights and proximity to railway lines offer Moscow greater protection for their own logistics routes, and a better vantage point for attacks against Ukrainian forces and supply lines feeding the south. 
Its capture is another notch in Moscow's belt, bringing it closer to the key logistics hub of Pokrovsk.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/ukraine-russia-war-vuhledar-186ac647ae5ac93d6007e31a82a5e1ae
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            A Palestinian man climbs the separation wall at the town of al-Ram to illegally cross into Jerusalem, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            A view of a section of the separation wall in the West Bank city of Bethlehem Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            A section of the separation barrier with a warning sign that reads "any one who attempts to break through the barrier will put his life in danger," at the outskirts of the West Bank city of Dhahiriya Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Mourners carry the body of Sameer A'mar, 55, during his funeral in the West Bank town of Shuweika, north of Tulkarem, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. A'mar was shot dead by Israel forces near the separation barrier in mid-September according to Wafa, the official Palestinian news agency. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Palestinian Alaa al-Najjar holds a framed photo of his late brother Eyad al-Najjar, 47, at the family house in the West Bank village of Khalet al-Maya, east of Yatta Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Palestinian taxi drivers gather in front of the Israeli army checkpoint between the West Bank city of Bethlehem and Jerusalem, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Palestinian women shop at the commercial center of the West Bank city of Nablus Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Palestinians shop at the commercial center of the old town, in the West Bank city of Nablus Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A Palestinian street vendor waits for customers while he displays vegetables for sale in the weekly market at the eastern outskirts of the West Bank city of Nablus Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            A Palestinian street vendor sits by his cart that is loaded with vegetables while he waits for customers, in the West Bank city of Nablus Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            A destroyed restaurant in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, during the Israeli army operation in Tulkarem Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            A general view of the West Bank city of Nablus Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A view of a construction site in Jerusalem on Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            A construction site in Jerusalem Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Palestinian men climb the separation wall at the town of al-Ram to illegally cross into Jerusalem, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            A Palestinian man climbs the separation wall at the town of al-Ram to illegally cross into Jerusalem, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            A view of a section of the separation wall in the West Bank city of Bethlehem Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            A section of the separation barrier with a warning sign that reads "any one who attempts to break through the barrier will put his life in danger," at the outskirts of the West Bank city of Dhahiriya Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Mourners carry the body of Sameer A'mar, 55, during his funeral in the West Bank town of Shuweika, north of Tulkarem, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. A'mar was shot dead by Israel forces near the separation barrier in mid-September according to Wafa, the official Palestinian news agency. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Palestinian Alaa al-Najjar holds a framed photo of his late brother Eyad al-Najjar, 47, at the family house in the West Bank village of Khalet al-Maya, east of Yatta Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Palestinian taxi drivers gather in front of the Israeli army checkpoint between the West Bank city of Bethlehem and Jerusalem, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Palestinian women shop at the commercial center of the West Bank city of Nablus Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Palestinians shop at the commercial center of the old town, in the West Bank city of Nablus Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A Palestinian street vendor waits for customers while he displays vegetables for sale in the weekly market at the eastern outskirts of the West Bank city of Nablus Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            A Palestinian street vendor sits by his cart that is loaded with vegetables while he waits for customers, in the West Bank city of Nablus Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            A destroyed restaurant in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, during the Israeli army operation in Tulkarem Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            A general view of the West Bank city of Nablus Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A view of a construction site in Jerusalem on Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            A construction site in Jerusalem Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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    Read the latest: Follow the AP's live coverage of the escalating conflicts in the Middle East.


    


YATTA, West Bank (AP) -- At dawn in mid-May, Sayyed Ayyed and dozens of other unemployed Palestinian men gathered at the foot of the towering wall of concrete and barbed wire dividing the occupied West Bank from Israel.
A smuggler was there with a ladder and ropes. Each man handed over the equivalent of $100. Ayyed waited his turn as others clambered over.
The 30-year-old father of two young daughters hadn't found work for a year. Debts were mounting. Rent had to be paid. On the Israeli side, there was the lure of work on a construction site. He just had to get over the wall.
"When we reach the point where you see that your children do not have food," he said, "the barrier of fear is broken."
A year of war in Gaza has reverberated across the West Bank, where the World Bank warns the economy is at risk of collapse because of Israeli restrictions barring Palestinian laborers from entering the country for work, and the biggest wave of violence in decades.

    


Unemployment has skyrocketed, reaching 30% from around 12% before the war. The past year, some 300,000 Palestinians in the West Bank, many of whom worked in Israel, have lost their jobs, the Palestinian Economy Ministry says. Over the first quarter of 2024, the territory's economy contracted by 25%, according to the World Bank.




Desperate for jobs, some Palestinians are resorting to smuggling themselves at great personal risk through the guarded barrier and into Israel.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

When they find them, Israeli security forces arrest them -- or at times open fire. There are no official figures from Palestinian authorities about workers killed or injured by Israeli gunfire trying to cross the barrier. The Associated Press spoke to families of three Palestinians who said their relatives were killed trying to sneak across. 
"These people are being shot at trying to go to work," said Assaf Adiv, director of MAAN, a worker's association that focuses on Palestinian labor rights.

    


Wedding debt cost one Palestinian his life
Before the war, some 150,000 Palestinians from the West Bank were crossing legally every day into Israel to work, mainly in construction, manufacturing and agriculture.
After Hamas attacked Israel on Oct. 7, Israeli authorities barred entry to most Palestinians, saying it was necessary for security. Tens of thousands of Palestinians became jobless overnight.
Eyad al-Najjar, a 47-year-old laborer from a village near the West Bank town of Yatta, slipped into Israel through a barbed-wire section of the barrier in July, earning the equivalent of $650 for a week's work, his family said.
Then his son got married. The wedding set the family back $8,000. So al-Najjar tried his luck again.
He approached a hole in the barrier Aug. 26, three days after the wedding. Israeli troops spotted al-Najjar and opened fire, killing him with a shot to the head, his relatives said.
"His children will have to work to close this debt in the future," relative Jawadat al-Najjar said. "No one helps in these difficult days."
The Israeli military told the AP it couldn't comment on the shooting without specific coordinates of where relatives said it happened. 

    


"The IDF forces work to prevent illegal infiltrations and to maintain the security of the barrier and the safety of residents," it said in a statement. "The forces conduct proactive ambushes along the barrier, arresting infiltrators and infiltrator smugglers and operate both overtly and covertly to protect the barrier area."
Labor rights experts say infiltrations happen daily, often involving dozens of Palestinians at a time.
Under restrictions, livelihoods have dried up
Many Palestinians found their livelihoods gutted by the restrictions. Some sold possessions. On West Bank roadsides, children hawk tissues, bottled water and air fresheners. Some men have tried their hand at selling sandwiches at makeshift street stalls.
It isn't just the cutoff from jobs in Israel. The military also tightened its grip in the West Bank, implementing a network of new military checkpoints that have hampered the movement of commerce and workers.
Vehicles can wait for hours as soldiers inspect everyone, unlike before the war, when many were waved through. Other roads are shut off completely. In one case, the army closed a road linking 12 villages to the southern town of Dura, said local activist Badawi Jawaed. Many workers couldn't reach their jobs and were laid off, he said.

    


Violence has surged, with increased Israeli raids targeting armed groups. More than 700 West Bank Palestinians have been killed by Israeli fire, the Palestinian Health Ministry says. Many were shot dead in armed clashes, others for throwing stones at troops. But some appear to have posed no apparent threat.
In Israel, Palestinians can earn double or triple a West Bank salary. Standing in their way is Israel's barrier, running some 700 kilometers (400 miles) long and peaking at 7-meters (23-feet) tall. 
Construction of the barrier began in 2002 after Palestinians from the territory carried out scores of suicide bombings and other attacks that killed Israeli civilians at the height of the second intifada. 

    


Late Tuesday, two Palestinian men from the West Bank city of Hebron opened fire on a boulevard in the Jaffa neighborhood in Tel Aviv killing at least seven people, Israeli police said. It remains unclear how they crossed into Israel.
Many climb the barrier with ladders and ropes. Others hide in trucks that pass through checkpoints. Some slip through holes in fencing, workers and experts said.
Ayyed once worked for an Israeli construction company that paid 7,000 shekels ($1,850) monthly. Cut off from the job since the war began, he searched for work in his home city of Jenin, in the northern West Bank.
Ayyed said he tried grocery stores and restaurants, but no one was hiring.
To get by, he borrowed money from friends, racking up around $1,600 in debt. He cut back on water and electricity. By spring, he had no one left to borrow from and a $500 monthly rent bill to pay.
So he decided to risk it.
As he scaled the wall, the ladder slipped. Ayyed fell to the ground on the West Bank side, breaking his leg. He limped home penniless.
Smuggling rings run by gangs
Palestinian smugglers or middlemen linked to gangs on both sides of the barrier arrange the crossings. They provide ladders and rope, as well as vehicles on the Israeli side to whisk workers away from the patrolled barrier.
They charge 300 to 1,000 shekels ($79 to $260), said Arafat Amro, a Palestinian labor rights expert.
Once through, work isn't hard to find, due to a labor shortage across Israel, mostly in construction and agriculture, Palestinian workers and Amro said. 
To evade Israeli authorities, Palestinian workers are "sleeping in the fields, they sleep in the farms, they sleep under the trees, at the construction sites," Amro said.
Raouf Adra, a laborer from Yatta, said he found two week's work on a construction site in the southern Israeli town of Dimona that would have paid 350 shekels ($65) daily. After climbing the barrier and reaching the site, he was told he was forbidden to leave after his shifts, to prevent discovery.
The next day, Israeli police stormed the site, arresting Adra and several other Palestinians. The Israeli site manager was nowhere to be seen.
"He ran away," Adra said.

Adra was handed a 40-day prison sentence and fined 1,500 shekels ($390). Once released, he was transported back to the West Bank and banned from entering Israel for three years.
Desperate for work, this Palestinian would do it again
Unable to walk after his fall in May, Ayyed said he had to sell the gold his family gave his wife as a wedding present and then his car.
"I know people who sold their furniture," he said.
Four months later, his broken leg is almost completely healed.
Asked if he would try again, he replied: "If the situation remains the same, I will consider it."
___
Associated Press journalist Jalal Bwaitel contributed to this report from the West Bank city of Ramallah.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/jobs-palestinians-israel-barrier-economy-west-bank-2971f01fd6fd878399911cef00bfa087
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            Sifa Kunguja, a 40-year-old sex worker, sits home after recovering from mpox, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Kamituga, eastern Congo. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            Sifa Kunguja, a 40-year-old sex worker, sorts through condoms at home after recovering from mpox Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024 in Kamituga, eastern Congo. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            Aerial view of mining in Kamituga, eastern Congo, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            Women sell vegetables Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024 in Kamituga, eastern Congo. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            Miners walk Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024 in Kamituga, eastern Congo. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            A sex worker suffering from mpox sits in a hospital courtyard Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024 in Kamituga, eastern Congo. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            A sex worker suffering from mpox, lies down Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024 in the general hospital in Kamituga, eastern Congo. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa
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            Atumisi Anaclet treats a sex worker who has mpox Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024 in the general hospital in Kamituga, eastern Congo. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 10 | 
            Sex workers listen to a briefing on mpox Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024 in a bar in Kamituga, eastern Congo. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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                                        KAMITUGA, Congo (AP) -- It's been four months since Sifa Kunguja recovered from mpox, but as a sex worker, she said, she's still struggling to regain clients, with fear and stigma driving away people who've heard she had the virus. 
"It's risky work," Kunguja, 40, said from her small home in eastern Congo. "But if I don't work, I won't have money for my children."
Sex workers are among those hardest-hit by the mpox outbreak in Kamituga, where some 40,000 of them are estimated to reside -- many single mothers driven by poverty to this mineral-rich commercial hub where gold miners comprise the majority of the clientele. Doctors estimate 80% of cases here have been contracted sexually, though the virus also spreads through other kinds of skin-to-skin contact. 
Sex workers say the situation threatens their health and livelihoods. Health officials warn that more must be done to stem the spread -- with a focus on sex workers -- or mpox will creep deeper through eastern Congo and the region. 

    


Mpox causes mostly mild symptoms such as fever and body aches, but serious cases can mean prominent, painful blisters on the face, hands, chest and genitals. 




Kunguja and other sex workers insist that despite risks of reinfection or spreading the virus, they have no choice but to keep working. Sex work isn't illegal in Congo, though related activities such as solicitation are. Rights groups say possible legal consequences and fear of retribution -- sex workers are subject to high rates of violence including rape and abuse -- prevent women from seeking medical care. That can be especially detrimental during a public health emergency, according to experts. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Health officials in Kamituga are advocating for the government to shutter nightclubs and mines and compensate sex workers for lost business. 
Not everyone agrees. Local officials say they don't have resources to do more than care for those who are sick, and insist it's sex workers' responsibility to protect themselves.

    
        
            
                

            

        

    


    


Kamituga Mayor Alexandre Bundya M'pila told The Associated Press that the government is creating awareness campaigns but lacks money to reach everyone. He also said sex workers should look for other jobs, without providing examples of what might be available. 
Sex work is a big part of the economy 
Miners stream into Kamituga by the tens of thousands. The economy is centered on the mines: Buyers line streets, traders travel to sell gold, small businesses and individuals provide food and lodging, and the sex industry flourishes. 
Nearly a dozen sex workers spoke to AP. They said well over half their clients are miners. 
The industry is well organized, according to the Kenyan-based African Sex Workers Alliance, composed of sex worker-led groups. The alliance estimates that 13% of Kamituga's 300,000 residents are sex workers. 
The town has 18 sex-worker committees, the alliance said, with a leadership that tries to work with government officials, protect and support colleagues, and advocate for their rights. 
But sex work in Congo is dangerous. Women face systematic violence that's tolerated by society, according to a report by UMANDE, a local sex-worker rights group.

    


Many women are forced into the industry because of poverty or because, like Kunguja, they're single parents and must support their families. 
Getting mpox can put sex workers out of business
The sex workers who spoke to AP described mpox as an added burden. Many are terrified of getting the virus -- it means time away from work, lost income and perhaps losing business altogether. 
Those who recover are stigmatized, they said. Kamituga is a small place, where most everyone knows one another. Neighbors whisper and tell clients when someone is sick -- people talk and point. 
Since contracting mpox in May, Kunguja said she's gone from about 20 clients daily to five. When she was sick, the lesions on her genitals were so painful she could hardly walk, hunched over and wobbling to get around. Her 9-year-old son caught it from her, she said -- he's out of the hospital but still has lesions. 
She's been supporting her 11 children through sex work for nearly a decade, but said she now can't afford to send them to school. To compensate, she's selling alcohol by day, but it's not enough.

    


She said she wants the government to subsidize her income so she doesn't have to put herself or others at risk. 
Experts say information and awareness are key
Disease experts say a lack of vaccines and information makes stemming the spread difficult. 
Some 250,000 vaccines have arrived in Congo, but it's unclear when any will get to Kamituga. Sex workers and miners are among those slated to receive them first.
Community leaders and aid groups are trying to teach sex workers about protecting themselves and their clients via awareness sessions where they discuss signs and symptoms. They also press condom use, which they say isn't widespread enough in the industry. 
Sex workers told AP that they insist on using condoms when they have them, but that they simply don't have enough. 

    


Kamituga's general hospital gives them boxes of about 140 condoms every few months. Some sex workers see up to 60 clients a day -- for less than $1 a person. Condoms run out, and workers say they can't afford more. 
Dr. Guy Mukari, an epidemiologist working with the National Institute of Biomedical Research in Congo, noted that the variant running rampant in Kamituga seems more susceptible to transmission via sex, making for a double whammy with the sex industry. 
Even health experts admit the lack of information about the virus makes it unclear how effective condoms are. Lesions are usually found around the base of the penis, an area that condoms don't cover, they note. 
Some women resort to flimsy plastic bags when they can't find condoms, sex worker Irene Mabwidi said. As a leader in her local sex industry group, she said she tries to advise women on other protection measures, such as inspecting clients' bodies for lesions, though that's far from foolproof.
Erin Kilbride of Human Rights Watch said it's crucial that sex workers are in the room when the government designs outreach programs. 
"The government should proactively reach out to sex worker organizations, at the local and national level, who are experts in what their communities need," Kilbride said. 
Mines also lack safety measures
Health experts say miners are also key to containing the virus. While mpox is spread mainly through close contact, it can also occasionally spread from the environment via objects or surfaces touched by an infected person, according to the World Health Organization. 
There's little awareness of that in mines, where conditions are often unsanitary. Mines have few, if any, handwashing stations, and sometimes miners don't shower for days. Infected miners might urinate or openly defecate in mines and contaminate water sources, health officials say.
Miners told AP more information and advocacy is needed in mines. Debus Bulambo said he got mpox in February, but sees most fellow miners failing to take the virus seriously. People want to spend cash on sex, even during an epidemic, sometimes paying five times more to go without a condom, he noted. And miners earn a lot -- up to about $120 a month, more than double the country's average annual income. 
Bulambo said he occasionally paid for sex in the past but stopped, though he realizes he's the exception. 
"People aren't afraid," he said bluntly. "I don't understand." 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            Hong Kong marked China's National Day on Tuesday with traditional official events, and no protests. Hong Kong's leader, Chief Executive John Lee attended a flag raising event in the morning on the shore of Victoria Harbour.
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            Chinese President Xi Jinping warned on Monday of "difficulties and obstacles" ahead for China, but said no challenges would stop the nation from "moving forward." Xi was speaking at an annual banquet held on the eve of the country's National Day. (AP video by Emily Wang Fujiyama)
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            Thousands of fireworks exploded over Hong Kong's Victoria Harbour Tuesday night to mark China's national day, but a planned drone show didn't work.
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            Leaders and invited guests stand as Chinese President Xi Jinping arrives for a dinner marking the 75th anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of China, at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Fireworks explode over Victoria Harbour to mark the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China, at Tsim Sha Tsui in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            Hong Kong Chief Executive John Lee, fourth from left, and other officials attend a flag raising ceremony for the celebration of the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            Flags of China are hung in a residential building to mark the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            A Hong Kong police guard of honor rises China and Hong Kong flags during a flag raising ceremony for the celebration of the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            Hong Kong Chief Executive John Lee, fourth from left, and other officials attend a flag raising ceremony for the celebration of the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            A Hong Kong police guard of honor marches in during a flag raising ceremony for the celebration of the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            A child holds a Chinese national flag to celebrate National Day as he joins other spectators watching a live broadcast of a tennis match during the China Open tennis tournament at the National Tennis Center in Beijing, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Helicopters carry China and Hong Kong flags during a flag raising ceremony for the celebration of the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            Hong Kong Chief Executive John Lee, right, toasts with officials at a reception for the celebration of the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            People gather near Victoria Harbour to watch fireworks to mark the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China, at Tsim Sha Tsui in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            FILE - People use smartphones to film fireworks exploding at Tiananmen Square as part of a gala evening commemorating the 70th anniversary of the founding of Communist China light up the sky in Beijing, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, File)
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            FILE - Chinese military aircraft fly in formation during a parade to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the founding of Communist China in Beijing, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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            FILE - In this photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, the Philippine coast guard vessel BRP Teresa Magbanua prepares to dock at Puerto Princesa, Palawan province, Philippines, Sunday Sept. 15, 2024, after being deployed for five-months at Escoda shoal in the disputed South China Sea. (Philippine Coast Guard via AP, File)
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            FILE - Members of China's People's Liberation Army (PLA) Rocket Force march in formation during a parade to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the founding of Communist China in Beijing, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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            FILE - Chinese leaders including Chinese President Xi Jinping, center, stand on Tiananmen Gate above the large portrait of Chinese leader Mao Zedong during a parade to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the founding of Communist China in Beijing, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            20 of 25 | 
            FILE - In this image taken from handout video provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, a Chinese Coast Guard ship with bow number 5205, right, collides with Philippine Coast Guard vessel BRP Teresa Magbanua near the Sabina Shoal at the disputed South China Sea, Saturday Aug. 31, 2024. (Philippine Coast Guard via AP, File)
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            FILE - Chinese military vehicles carrying DF-17 ballistic missiles roll during a parade to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the founding of Communist China in Beijing, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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            FILE - Participants cheer beneath a large portrait of Chinese President Xi Jinping during a parade to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the founding of Communist China in Beijing, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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            FILE - Soldiers stand beside a M1167 HMMWV (High Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicle) anti-tank missile carriers during military drills in Pingtung County, southern Taiwan, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying, File)
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            FILE - Chinese tank crew members stand at attention during a parade to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the founding of Communist China in Beijing, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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            25 of 25 | 
            Police officers stand guard as the fireworks explode over Victoria Harbour to mark the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China, at Tsim Sha Tsui in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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                                    Hong Kong marked China's National Day on Tuesday with traditional official events, and no protests. Hong Kong's leader, Chief Executive John Lee attended a flag raising event in the morning on the shore of Victoria Harbour.


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 25

                                    
                                    Chinese President Xi Jinping warned on Monday of "difficulties and obstacles" ahead for China, but said no challenges would stop the nation from "moving forward." Xi was speaking at an annual banquet held on the eve of the country's National Day. (AP video by Emily Wang Fujiyama)
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                                    Thousands of fireworks exploded over Hong Kong's Victoria Harbour Tuesday night to mark China's national day, but a planned drone show didn't work.
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            Leaders and invited guests stand as Chinese President Xi Jinping arrives for a dinner marking the 75th anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of China, at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Fireworks explode over Victoria Harbour to mark the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China, at Tsim Sha Tsui in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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                                    Fireworks explode over Victoria Harbour to mark the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China, at Tsim Sha Tsui in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            Hong Kong Chief Executive John Lee, fourth from left, and other officials attend a flag raising ceremony for the celebration of the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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                                    Hong Kong Chief Executive John Lee, fourth from left, and other officials attend a flag raising ceremony for the celebration of the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            Flags of China are hung in a residential building to mark the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            A Hong Kong police guard of honor rises China and Hong Kong flags during a flag raising ceremony for the celebration of the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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                                    A Hong Kong police guard of honor rises China and Hong Kong flags during a flag raising ceremony for the celebration of the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            Hong Kong Chief Executive John Lee, fourth from left, and other officials attend a flag raising ceremony for the celebration of the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 25

                                    
                                    Hong Kong Chief Executive John Lee, fourth from left, and other officials attend a flag raising ceremony for the celebration of the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            A Hong Kong police guard of honor marches in during a flag raising ceremony for the celebration of the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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                                    A Hong Kong police guard of honor marches in during a flag raising ceremony for the celebration of the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            A child holds a Chinese national flag to celebrate National Day as he joins other spectators watching a live broadcast of a tennis match during the China Open tennis tournament at the National Tennis Center in Beijing, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Helicopters carry China and Hong Kong flags during a flag raising ceremony for the celebration of the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            Hong Kong Chief Executive John Lee, right, toasts with officials at a reception for the celebration of the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            People gather near Victoria Harbour to watch fireworks to mark the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China, at Tsim Sha Tsui in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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            FILE - People use smartphones to film fireworks exploding at Tiananmen Square as part of a gala evening commemorating the 70th anniversary of the founding of Communist China light up the sky in Beijing, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, File)
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            FILE - Chinese military aircraft fly in formation during a parade to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the founding of Communist China in Beijing, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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            FILE - In this photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, the Philippine coast guard vessel BRP Teresa Magbanua prepares to dock at Puerto Princesa, Palawan province, Philippines, Sunday Sept. 15, 2024, after being deployed for five-months at Escoda shoal in the disputed South China Sea. (Philippine Coast Guard via AP, File)
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            FILE - Members of China's People's Liberation Army (PLA) Rocket Force march in formation during a parade to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the founding of Communist China in Beijing, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    18 of 25

                                    
                                    FILE - Members of China's People's Liberation Army (PLA) Rocket Force march in formation during a parade to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the founding of Communist China in Beijing, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            19 of 25 | 
            FILE - Chinese leaders including Chinese President Xi Jinping, center, stand on Tiananmen Gate above the large portrait of Chinese leader Mao Zedong during a parade to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the founding of Communist China in Beijing, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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            FILE - In this image taken from handout video provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, a Chinese Coast Guard ship with bow number 5205, right, collides with Philippine Coast Guard vessel BRP Teresa Magbanua near the Sabina Shoal at the disputed South China Sea, Saturday Aug. 31, 2024. (Philippine Coast Guard via AP, File)
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            FILE - Chinese military vehicles carrying DF-17 ballistic missiles roll during a parade to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the founding of Communist China in Beijing, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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            FILE - Participants cheer beneath a large portrait of Chinese President Xi Jinping during a parade to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the founding of Communist China in Beijing, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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            FILE - Soldiers stand beside a M1167 HMMWV (High Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicle) anti-tank missile carriers during military drills in Pingtung County, southern Taiwan, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying, File)
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            FILE - Chinese tank crew members stand at attention during a parade to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the founding of Communist China in Beijing, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2019. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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            Police officers stand guard as the fireworks explode over Victoria Harbour to mark the 75th National Day of the People's Republic of China, at Tsim Sha Tsui in Hong Kong, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Chan Long Hei)
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- China is marking the 75th year of Communist Party rule as economic challenges and security threats linger over the massive state.
No festivities have been announced for the 75th anniversary on Tuesday, save for a flag-raising ceremony at Tiananmen Square, with an honor guard marching from the entrance of the sprawling palace that in past centuries was the home of Chinese emperors. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    


    
        
    



            

        

    

The entirely state-controlled media ran constant reports on China's economic progress and social stability, with no mention of challenges ranging from a declining birth rate to the disruption in supply chains that has harmed the largely export-driven economy. 
Commemorations were also held in the former British colony of Hong Kong and Portugal's former territory of Macao, both of which returned to Chinese sovereignty in the late 1990s in a key indication of Beijing's determination to overcome what it has called a "Century of Humiliation." 

    


In recent decades, China has mounted military parades and displays of the country's economic might only at the turn of decades, such as for the 60th and 70th anniversaries.




The world's second largest economy has struggled to regain momentum after the COVID-19 pandemic. 
A prolonged property slump led to a spillover effect on other parts of the economy, from construction to sales of home appliances. Last week, China announced a slew of measures to boost the economy, including lower interest rates and smaller down payment requirements for mortgages.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Party leader and head of state Xi Jinping has largely avoided overseas travel since the pandemic, while continuing with his purges at home of top officials considered insufficiently loyal or being suspected of corruption or personal indiscretions.
"The road ahead will not be smooth, there will definitely be difficulties and obstacles, and we may encounter major tests such as high winds and rough seas, or even stormy waves" Xi warned during a banquet on the eve of the anniversary.

    


"We must be vigilant in times of peace, plan ahead, and rely closely on the entire Party, the entire army, and people of all ethnic groups across the country" he said, "no difficulties can stop the Chinese people from moving forward."
The anniversary also comes as China is facing growing frictions with neighbors including Japan, South Korea and the Philippines over territorial claims and their close relationships with Beijing's chief rival, the United States. 
The Communists under Mao Zedong seized power in 1949 amid a civil war with the Nationalists, also known as the KMT, led by Chiang Kai-shek, who shifted their political, economic and military power to the now self-governing island democracy of Taiwan. 
Beijing continues to insist Taiwan must be annexed under Communist Party rule, by force if necessary, while the U.S. has provided arms to ensure its defense. 
China, meanwhile, has involved itself in disputes over its claims to most of the South China Sea and uninhabited islands held by Japan, the Philippines, Vietnam and other neighboring nations.

    


China's military buildup and its recent launch of a nuclear capable ballistic missile into the Pacific Ocean have raised concerns about a possible conflict. 
At home, Xi has made himself effectively leader for life by ending term limits and extending his power over key government and party bodies. China allows no competitive elections and the party retains near total control over the media that informs its 1.4 billion people. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin congratulated Xi on the anniversary and the subsequent establishment of bilateral diplomatic ties, noting that Russia was the first country to recognize the People's Republic of China 75 years ago, according to the official Xinhua news agency.
Xi reaffirmed their close ties, saying China would continue to expand "all-round pragmatic cooperation" between the two nations. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/china-communist-party-foundation-day-russia-south-china-sea-5f140a2c8db38029ea0c0f2769e9f619
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            1 of 21 | 
            Claudia Sheinbaum waves from the vehicle taking her to Congress where she will be sworn in as president in Mexico City, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurea Del Rosario)
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            2 of 21 | 
            President Claudia Sheinbaum waves to supporters in the Zocalo, Mexico City's main square, during a rally on her inauguration day, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            3 of 21 | 
            Supporters listen to President Claudia Sheinbaum during a rally in the Zocalo, Mexico City's main square, on her inauguration day, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurea Del Rosario)
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            4 of 21 | 
            Supporters of President Claudia Sheinbaum attend a rally in the Zocalo, Mexico City's main square, on her inauguration day, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)
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            5 of 21 | 
            Claudia Sheinbaum takes the oath as Mexico's new president at Congress in Mexico City, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            Indigenous women carry out a traditional ceremony for President Claudia Sheinbaum in the Zocalo, Mexico City's main square, on her inauguration day, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            7 of 21 | 
            Outgoing President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador hands the presidential sash to Ifigenia Martinez, president of the Chamber of Deputies, during the swearing-in ceremony of Claudia Sheinbaum, left, at Congress in Mexico City, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)
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            8 of 21 | 
            A supporter of new President Claudia Sheinbaum holds a painting of outgoing President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador that reads in Spanish "Farewell, President" during a rally in the Zocalo, Mexico City's main square, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)
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            President Claudia Sheinbaum addresses supporters in the Zocalo, Mexico City's main square, on her inauguration day, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 21 | 
            Outgoing President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador arrives at Congress for the swearing-in of Claudia Sheinbaum as Mexico's new president in Mexico City, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            11 of 21 | 
            President Claudia Sheinbaum, center, and outgoing President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, right, stand before lawmakers on her inauguration day at Congress in Mexico City, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)
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            12 of 21 | 
            President Claudia Sheinbaum speaks on her inauguration day after being sworn in at Congress in Mexico City, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            13 of 21 | 
            President Claudia Sheinbaum blows a kiss during her swearing-in ceremony as Mexico's new president at Congress in Mexico City, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            14 of 21 | 
            Supporters of Claudia Sheinbaum cheer as her vehicle passes on her inauguration day as she is taken to Congress to become Mexico's new president in Mexico City, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurea Del Rosario)
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            15 of 21 | 
            Supporters of Claudia Sheinbaum cheer as her vehicle passes on her inauguration day as she is taken to Congress to become Mexico's new president in Mexico City, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurea Del Rosario)
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            16 of 21 | 
            A supporter carries a cutout of President Claudia Sheinbaum during a rally to hear her speak on her inauguration day at the Zocalo, Mexico City's main square, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurea Del Rosario)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 21 | 
            President Claudia Sheinbaum smiles after being sworn in as Mexico's president at Congress in Mexico City, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            18 of 21 | 
            Outgoing President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador poses for selfies as he arrives to Congress for the swearing-in ceremony of Claudia Sheinbaum as Mexico's new president in Mexico City, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            19 of 21 | 
            President Claudia Sheinbaum waves to Indigenous women during a rally in the Zocalo, Mexico City's main square, on her inauguration day, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurea Del Rosario)
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            Claudia Sheinbaum took the oath of office Tuesday as Mexico's first female president in more than 200 years of independence.
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            21 of 21 | 
            Newly inaugurated Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum attended a mass rally in Mexico City's colonial-era main plaza, participating in a ceremony in which Indigenous women performed a traditional cleansing ritual on her. (AP Video by Fernanda Pesce and Amaranta Marentes)
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            President Claudia Sheinbaum waves to supporters in the Zocalo, Mexico City's main square, during a rally on her inauguration day, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            Supporters listen to President Claudia Sheinbaum during a rally in the Zocalo, Mexico City's main square, on her inauguration day, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurea Del Rosario)
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            Claudia Sheinbaum takes the oath as Mexico's new president at Congress in Mexico City, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            Indigenous women carry out a traditional ceremony for President Claudia Sheinbaum in the Zocalo, Mexico City's main square, on her inauguration day, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            President Claudia Sheinbaum addresses supporters in the Zocalo, Mexico City's main square, on her inauguration day, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            Outgoing President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador arrives at Congress for the swearing-in of Claudia Sheinbaum as Mexico's new president in Mexico City, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            President Claudia Sheinbaum, center, and outgoing President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, right, stand before lawmakers on her inauguration day at Congress in Mexico City, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)
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            President Claudia Sheinbaum speaks on her inauguration day after being sworn in at Congress in Mexico City, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            President Claudia Sheinbaum blows a kiss during her swearing-in ceremony as Mexico's new president at Congress in Mexico City, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            Supporters of Claudia Sheinbaum cheer as her vehicle passes on her inauguration day as she is taken to Congress to become Mexico's new president in Mexico City, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurea Del Rosario)
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            Supporters of Claudia Sheinbaum cheer as her vehicle passes on her inauguration day as she is taken to Congress to become Mexico's new president in Mexico City, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurea Del Rosario)
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            A supporter carries a cutout of President Claudia Sheinbaum during a rally to hear her speak on her inauguration day at the Zocalo, Mexico City's main square, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurea Del Rosario)
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            President Claudia Sheinbaum smiles after being sworn in as Mexico's president at Congress in Mexico City, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            Outgoing President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador poses for selfies as he arrives to Congress for the swearing-in ceremony of Claudia Sheinbaum as Mexico's new president in Mexico City, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            President Claudia Sheinbaum waves to Indigenous women during a rally in the Zocalo, Mexico City's main square, on her inauguration day, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurea Del Rosario)
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                                    Claudia Sheinbaum took the oath of office Tuesday as Mexico's first female president in more than 200 years of independence.
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                                    Newly inaugurated Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum attended a mass rally in Mexico City's colonial-era main plaza, participating in a ceremony in which Indigenous women performed a traditional cleansing ritual on her. (AP Video by Fernanda Pesce and Amaranta Marentes)
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Claudia Sheinbaum was sworn in Tuesday as Mexico's first female president, riding the enthusiasm over her predecessor's social programs but also facing challenges that include stubbornly high levels of violence.
After a smiling Sheinbaum took the oath of office on the floor of Congress, legislators shouted "Presidenta! Presidenta!" using the feminine form of president in Spanish for the first time in over 200 years of Mexico's history as an independent country. 
The 62-year-old scientist-turned-politician receives a country with a number of immediate problems, also including a sluggish economy, unfinished building programs, rising debt and the hurricane-battered resort city of Acapulco.
In her inauguration speech, Sheinbaum said that she came to power accompanied by all of the women who have struggled in anonymity to make their way in Mexico, including "those who dreamed of the possibility that one day no matter if we were born as women or men we would achieve our dreams and desires without our sex determining our destiny."

    


She made a long list of promises to limit prices for gasoline and food, expand cash hand-out programs for women and children, support business investment, housing and passenger rail construction. But any mention of the drug cartels that control much of the country was brief and near the end of the list.




Sheinbaum offered little change from former President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador's 'Hugs not Bullets' strategy of addressing root causes and not confronting the cartels, apart from pledging more intelligence work and investigation. "There will be no return to the irresponsible drug war," she said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sheinbaum romped to victory in June with nearly 60% of the vote, propelled largely by the sustained popularity of her political mentor, Lopez Obrador. She has pledged to continue all his policies, even those that strengthened the power of the military and weakened the country's checks and balances.

    


After the inauguration, Sheinbaum appeared at a mass rally in Mexico City's colonial-era main plaza to participate in a ceremony involving an all-women committee representing Mexico's approximately 70 Indigenous groups.
Sheinbaum was blessed and brushed with herbs and incense by Ernestina Ortiz, a "spiritual guide," who told Sheinbaum "You are a voice for all of us who had no voice for a long time." An Indigenous elder then handed Sheinbaum a wooden Indigenous "staff of authority," like those carried by community leaders.
After the ceremony, Sheinbaum said she would push for a total ban on any public servant being re-elected to office -- a tall promise, given that her party has now passed a law making all judges stand for election. That would suggest Mexico may have a new crop of inexperienced judges every few years.
Lucia Ruiz, a 42-year-old mother of three, was one of thousands trying to reach the main square to see the rally. She said she hopes Sheinbaum will be able to combat high rates of violence against women in the country.
"She is going to represent us," said Ruiz. "We have always been governed by men, and they think we're incapable, but we're not. We are the head of our families."

    


Lopez Obrador took office six years ago declaring "For the good of all, first the poor," and promising historical change from the neoliberal economic policies of his predecessors. Sheinbaum promised continuity from his popular social policies to controversial constitutional reforms to the judiciary and National Guard rammed through during his final days in office.
Despite her pledge of continuity, Sheinbaum is a very different personality: a cautious scientist and ideological university leftist, as opposed to the outgoing president's chummy, everyman appeal. 
"Lopez Obrador was a tremendously charismatic president and many times that charisma allowed him to cover up some political errors that Claudia Sheinbaum will not have that possibility of doing," said Carlos Perez Ricart, a political analyst at Mexico's Center for Economic Research and Teaching. "So, where Lopez Obrador was charismatic, Claudia Sheinbaum will have to be effective."

    


She will wield formidable power because Lopez Obrador's Morena party controls both houses of Congress. But the country remains deeply polarized between the outgoing president's fanatic fans and almost one-third of the population who deeply resent him.
"If we want a strong government, the checks and balances also have to be strong," said opposition Sen. Maria Guadalupe Murguia, suggesting that an all-powerful army and unchecked ruling party could come back to haunt Mexico. "Remember," she said, "nobody wins everything, and nobody loses forever."
Sheinbaum is not inheriting an easy situation. 
Drug cartels have strengthened their hold over much of Mexico, and her first trip as president will be to the Pacific coast resort of Acapulco, which was flooded last week by Hurricane John, which killed at least 17 people along the coast around the resort. Acapulco was devastated in October 2023 by Hurricane Otis, and had not recovered from that blow when John hit.

    


Sheinbaum must also deal with raging violence in the cartel-dominated northern city of Culiacan, where factional fighting within the Sinaloa cartel broke out after drug lords Ismael "El Mayo" Zambada and Joaquin Guzman Lopez were apprehended in the United States after they flew there in a small plane on July 25.
Lopez Obrador has long sought to avoid confronting Mexico's drug cartels and has openly appealed to the gangs to keep the peace among themselves, but the limitations of that strategy have become glaringly apparent in Culiacan, the capital of Sinaloa state, where gun battles have raged on the city's streets. Local authorities and even the army -- which Lopez Obrador has relied on for everything -- have essentially admitted that the fighting will only end when the cartel bosses decide to end it.
But that's only the latest hotspot.
Drug-related violence is surging from Tijuana in the north to Chiapas in the south, displacing thousands.
While Sheinbaum inherits a huge budget deficit, unfinished construction projects and a burgeoning bill for her party's cash hand-out programs -- all of which could send financial markets tumbling -- perhaps her biggest looming concern is the possibility of a victory for Donald Trump in the Nov. 5 U.S. presidential election.
Trump has already vowed to slap 100% tariffs on vehicles made in Mexico. Though that would likely violate the current U.S.-Mexico-Canada trade agreement, there are other things Trump could do to make life difficult for Sheinbaum, including his pledge of massive deportations.
Relations with Mexico's northern neighbor were already tense after Lopez Obrador said he was putting relations with the U.S. embassy "on pause" after public criticism of the proposed judicial overhaul. 
At her inauguration, Sheinbaum boosted the free trade agreement with the United States and Canada, saying "we know that economic cooperation strengthens the three nations."
There are areas where Sheinbaum could try to take Mexico in a new direction. For example, she has a Ph.D. in energy engineering and has spoken of the need to address climate change. 

But on Tuesday, she said she would cap oil production at 1.8 million barrels per day, which would be more than what the troubled state-owned company currently produces. "We are going to promote energy efficiency and the transition toward renewable sources of energy," she said. 
___
Associated Press writers Maria Verza, Megan Janetsky and Mark Stevenson in Mexico City contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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            In the first and only vice presidential debate of the 2024 election season, Sen. JD Vance and Gov. Tim Walz faced off Tuesday night on issues from abortion to gun control in a civil, policy-focused matchup.
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            Vice presidential nominees JD Vance and Tim Walz have used their time on the debate stage to focus the bulk of their attacks not on one another, but on those at the top of their rival tickets.
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            Despite the milder tone of the debate, there were still glimpses of the political fractures that threaten American democracy. Vance papered over the Jan. 6 attack and echoed Trump's election denial by refusing to say that President Joe Biden won in 2020.
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            Viewers in the spin room watch the CBS News vice presidential debate, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, and his wife Usha Vance leave that stage as Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and his wife Gwen Walz greet moderators Norah O'Donnell and Margaret Brennan after a vice presidential debate hosted by CBS News, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and his wife Gwen Walz walk from stage after a vice presidential debate with Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, hosted by CBS News, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, talks with Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz after the vice presidential debate hosted by CBS News Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, and his wife Usha Vance and and Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and his wife Gwen Walz stand on stage after the vice presidential debate hosted by CBS News, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during a vice presidential debate hosted by CBS News, with Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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        Vance and Walz keep it civil in a policy-heavy discussion: VP debate takeaways
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                                    In the first and only vice presidential debate of the 2024 election season, Sen. JD Vance and Gov. Tim Walz faced off Tuesday night on issues from abortion to gun control in a civil, policy-focused matchup.
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                                    Vice presidential nominees JD Vance and Tim Walz have used their time on the debate stage to focus the bulk of their attacks not on one another, but on those at the top of their rival tickets.
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                                    Despite the milder tone of the debate, there were still glimpses of the political fractures that threaten American democracy. Vance papered over the Jan. 6 attack and echoed Trump's election denial by refusing to say that President Joe Biden won in 2020.
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            Viewers in the spin room watch the CBS News vice presidential debate, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, and his wife Usha Vance leave that stage as Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and his wife Gwen Walz greet moderators Norah O'Donnell and Margaret Brennan after a vice presidential debate hosted by CBS News, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and his wife Gwen Walz walk from stage after a vice presidential debate with Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, hosted by CBS News, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, talks with Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz after the vice presidential debate hosted by CBS News Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during a vice presidential debate hosted by CBS News, with Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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                                    Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during a vice presidential debate hosted by CBS News, with Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vice presidential hopefuls Tim Walz and JD Vance focused their criticism on the top of the ticket on Tuesday as they engaged in a policy-heavy discussion that may be the last debate of the 2024 presidential campaign.
It was the first encounter between Minnesota's Democratic governor and Ohio's Republican senator, following last month's debate between Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald Trump. It comes just five weeks before Election Day and as millions of voters are now able to cast early ballots.
Tuesday's confrontation played out as the stakes of the contest rose again after Iran fired missiles into Israel, while a devastating hurricane and potentially debilitating port strike roiled the country at home. Over and again, Walz and Vance outlined the policy and character differences between their running mates, while trying to introduce themselves to the country. 

    


Here are some takeaways from Tuesday's debate.
With Mideast in turmoil, Walz promises 'steady leadership' and Vance offers 'peace through strength'
Iran's ballistic missile attack on Israel on Tuesday elicited a contrast between the Democratic and Republican tickets on foreign policy: Walz promised "steady leadership" under Harris while Vance pledged a return to "peace through strength" if Trump is returned to the White House.




The differing visions of what American leadership should look like overshadowed the sharp policy differences between the two tickets.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Iranian threat to the region and U.S. interests around the world opened the debate, with Walz pivoting the topic to criticism of Trump.
"What's fundamental here is that steady leadership is going to matter," Walz said, then referenced the "nearly 80-year-old Donald Trump talking about crowd sizes" and responding to global crises by tweet.
Vance, for his part, promised a return to "effective deterrence" under Trump against Iran, brushing back on Walz's criticism of Trump by attacking Harris and her role in the Biden administration.

    


"Who has been the vice president for the last three and a half years and the answer is your running mate, not mine," he said. He pointedly noted that the Hamas attacks on Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, happened "during the administration of Kamala Harris."
Vance and Walz punch up rather than at each other
Vance and Walz trained the bulk of their attacks not on their onstage rivals, but on the running mates who weren't in the room. 
Both vice presidential nominees sought to convey a genial mien as they lobbed criticism at Harris and Trump, respectively. 
It was a reflection of the fact that most voters don't cast a ballot based on the vice president, and on a vice presidential nominee's historic role in serving as the attack dog for their running mates. 
Walz pointedly attacked Trump for failing to meet his pledge of building a physical barrier across the entire U.S.-Mexico border at the country's southern neighbor's expense.
"Less than 2% of that wall got built and Mexico didn't pay a dime," Walz said. 

Underscoring the focus on the top of the ticket, during a back-and-forth about immigration, Vance said to his opponent, "I think that you want to solve this problem, but I don't think that Kamala Harris does."

    


It was a wonky policy debate, with talk of risk pools, housing regulations and energy policy
In an age of world-class disses optimized for social media, Tuesday's debate was a detour into substance. Both candidates took a low-key approach and both enthusiastically delved into the minutiae.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Walz dug into the drafting of the Affordable Care Act when he was in the House in 2009, and pushed Vance on the senator's claim that Trump, who tried to eliminate the law, actually helped preserve it. Vance, defending his claim that illegal immigration pushes up housing prices, cited a Federal Reserve study to back himself up. Walz talked about how Minneapolis tinkered with local regulations to boost the housing supply. Both men talked about the overlap between energy policy, trade and climate change.
It was a very different style than often seen in presidential debates over the past several election cycles.
Vance stays on the defensive on abortion
Walz pounced on Vance repeatedly over abortion access and reproductive rights as the Ohio senator tried to argue that a state-by-state matrix of abortion laws is the ideal approach for the United States. Walz countered that a "basic right" for a woman should not be determined "by geography."

    


"This is a very simple proposition: These are women's decisions," Walz said. "We trust women. We trust doctors."
Walz sought to personalize the issue by referencing the death of Amber Thurman, who waited more than 20 hours at the hospital for a routine medical procedure known as a D&C to clear out remaining tissue after taking abortion pills. She developed sepsis and died.
Rather than sidestep the reference, Vance at one point agreed with Walz that "Amber Thurman should still be alive."
Vance steered the conversation to the GOP ticket's proposals he said would help women and children economically, thus avoiding the need for terminating pregnancies. But Walz retorted that such policies -- tax credits, expanded childcare aid, a more even economy -- can be pursued while still allowing women to make their own decisions about abortion.

    


Both candidates put a domestic spin on climate change
In the wake of the devastation of Hurricane Helene, Vance took a question about climate change and gave an answer about jobs and manufacturing, taking a detour around Trump's past claims that global warming is a "hoax."
Vance contended that the best way to fight climate change was to move more manufacturing to the United States, because the country has the world's cleanest energy economy. It was a distinctly domestic spin on a global crisis, especially after Trump pulled the U.S. out of the international Paris climate accords during his administration.
Walz also kept the climate change focus domestic, touting the Biden administration's renewable energy investments as well as record levels of oil and natural gas production.

It was a decidedly optimistic take on a pervasive and grim global problem.
Walz, Vance each blame opposing presidential candidate for immigration stalemate
The two running mates agreed that the number of migrants in the U.S. illegally is a problem. But each laid the blame on the opposing presidential nominee.
Vance echoed Trump by repeatedly calling Harris the "border czar" and suggested that she, as vice president, single-handedly rolled back the immigration restrictions Trump had imposed as president. The result, in Vance's telling, is an unchecked flow of fentanyl, strain on state and local resources and increased housing prices around the country.
Harris was never asked to be the "border czar" and she was never specifically given the responsibility for security on the border. She was tasked by Biden in March 2021 with tackling the "root causes" of migration from the Central American countries of Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvador and pushing leaders there and in Mexico to enforce immigration laws. Harris was not empowered to set U.S. immigration policy -- only the president can sign executive orders and Harris was not empowered as Biden's proxy in negotiations with Congress on immigration law.
Walz advanced Democrats' arguments that Trump single-handedly killed a bipartisan Senate deal to tighten border security and boost the processing system for immigrants and asylum seekers. Republicans backed off the deal, Walz noted, only after Trump said it wasn't good enough.
Both candidates leaned on tried-and-true debate tactics -- including not answering tough questions
Asked directly whether Trump's promise to deport millions of illegal immigrants would remove parents of U.S.-born children, Vance never answered the question. Instead, the senator tried to put his best spin on Trump's plan to use the military to help with deportations and pivot to attacking Harris for a porous border. Asked to respond to Trump's having called climate change a "hoax," Vance also avoided a response.
The debate kicked off with Walz being asked if he'd support a preemptive strike by Israel against Iran. Walz praised Harris' foreign policy leadership but never answered that question, either.
And at the end of the debate, Vance would not answer Walz's direct question of whether Trump indeed lost the 2020 election.
Walz has stumbles and lands punches in uneven night
Walz had several verbal stumbles on a night in which he admitted to "misspeaking" often. In the debate's opening moments, he confused Iran and Israel when discussing the Middle East.
At one point he said he had "become friends with school shooters," and he stumbled through an explanation of inaccurate remarks about whether he was in Hong Kong during the 1989 Tiananmen Square massacre. ( He was not.)
But the governor noticeably put Vance on the defensive over abortion and, near the end of the debate, with a pointed question about whether Trump won the 2020 election. 
Vance stays on a limb on Jan. 6 insurrection
The candidates went out of their way to be polite to each other until the very end, when Vance refused to back down from his statements that he wouldn't have certified Trump's 2020 election loss.
Vance tried to turn the issue to claims that the "much bigger threat to democracy" was Democrats trying to censor people on social media. But Walz wouldn't let go.
"This one is troubling to me," said Walz, noting that he'd just been praising some of Vance's answers. He rattled off the ways Trump tried to overturn his 2020 loss and noted that the candidate still insists he won that contest. Then Walz asked Vance if Trump actually lost the election.
Vance responded by asking if Harris censored people.
"That is a damning non-answer," said Walz, noting that Trump's former vice president, Mike Pence, wasn't on the debate stage because he stood up to Trump on Jan. 6, 2021, and presided over Congress' certification of the former president's loss.

"America," Walz concluded, "I think you've got a really clear choice on this election of who's going to honor that democracy and who's going to honor Donald Trump."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/debate-takeaways-vance-walz-harris-trump-5b6f219b555416ff579764048ac238a1
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            Iran launched at least 180 missiles into Israel, the latest in a series of escalating attacks in a yearslong conflict between Israel and Iran and its Arab allies.
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            Iran launched at least 180 missiles into Israel on Tuesday, the latest in a series of escalating attacks in a yearslong conflict between Israel and Iran and its Arab allies that threatens to push the Middle East closer toward a regionwide war.
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            Projectiles were intercepted over Jerusalem Tuesday evening, as the Israeli military said Iran had fired missiles at Israel and warned Israelis to shelter in place. Air raid sirens sounded off across the country.
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            Government supporters in Tehran celebrated Iran's missile attack against Israel Tuesday evening. Dozens of people chanted "death to Israel," waving Iranian, Lebanese and Hezbollah flags and holding portraits of slain Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah.
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            Explosions were heard, and fire and smoke visible along the Beirut skyline in the early hours of Wednesday, as the Israeli military confirmed it was striking "Hezbollah targets." It comes after Iran launched at least 180 missiles into Israel on Tuesday, the latest in a series of escalating attacks in a yearslong conflict between Israel and Iran and its Arab allies that threatens to push the Middle East closer toward a regionwide war.
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            Missiles were seen Tuesday evening in the skies over the West Bank city of Ramallah. Meanwhile, parts of a missile were filmed on the ground. It comes after Iran launched at least 180 missiles into Israel, the latest in a series of escalating attacks in a yearslong conflict between Israel and Iran and its Arab allies that threatens to push the Middle East closer toward a regionwide war. (AP Video by Imad Isseid and Jalal Bwaitel)
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            Iran will pay a price, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said after Iran launched at least 180 missiles into Israel on Tuesday. Iran's missile strike was the latest in a series of escalating attacks in a yearslong conflict between Israel and Iran and its Arab allies that threatens to push the Middle East closer toward a regionwide war.
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            Israelis wait to re-board their bus after projectiles were launched from Iran are being intercepted in the skies over in Rosh HaAyin, Israel, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            Missiles launched from Iran towards Israel streak across the night sky as seen from Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Israelis take cover as projectiles launched from Iran are being intercepted in the skies over in Rosh HaAyin, Israel, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            A cleric clenches his fist as he celebrates Iran's missile strike against Israel in an anti-Israeli gathering at Felestin (Palestine) Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            12 of 32 | 
            A cleric holds up his son as he celebrates Iran's missile strike against Israel during an anti-Israeli protest at Felestin (Palestine) Square in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            People take cover on the side of the road as a siren sounds a warning of incoming missiles fired from Iran on a freeway in Shoresh, between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv in Israel Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024.(AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            People take cover on the side of a road as a siren sounds a warning of incoming missiles fired from Iran on a freeway in Shoresh, between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv in Israel Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Israeli soldiers work on tanks in a staging area in northern Israel near the Israel-Lebanon border, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 32 | 
            Mourners attend a rally commemorating slain Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah and hold up his portraits, at Enqelab-e-Eslami (Islamic Revolution) St. in downtown Tehran, Iran, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Mourners attend a rally commemorating slain Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah, shown in billboard, at Felestin (Palestine) Sq. in downtown Tehran, Iran, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Smoke rises following Israeli bombardment in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Israeli army tanks maneuver in a staging area in northern Israel near the Israel-Lebanon border, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            20 of 32 | 
            Israeli soldiers raise their fists from a moving APC in northern Israel near the Israel-Lebanon border, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            An Israeli tank maneuvers in northern Israel near the Israel-Lebanon border, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            Israeli shelling hit an area in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike that hit the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Israeli shelling hits an area in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, early Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            25 of 32 | 
            A man documents the damaged buildings at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburb, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A burnt building shows damage at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburb, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburb, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A man checks the damaged buildings at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburb, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            An Israeli Apache helicopter fires a missile towards southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Israeli shelling hits an area in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburb, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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        Iran fires at least 180 missiles into Israel as regionwide conflict grows
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                                    Iran launched at least 180 missiles into Israel, the latest in a series of escalating attacks in a yearslong conflict between Israel and Iran and its Arab allies.
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                                    Iran launched at least 180 missiles into Israel on Tuesday, the latest in a series of escalating attacks in a yearslong conflict between Israel and Iran and its Arab allies that threatens to push the Middle East closer toward a regionwide war.
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                                    Projectiles were intercepted over Jerusalem Tuesday evening, as the Israeli military said Iran had fired missiles at Israel and warned Israelis to shelter in place. Air raid sirens sounded off across the country.
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                                    Government supporters in Tehran celebrated Iran's missile attack against Israel Tuesday evening. Dozens of people chanted "death to Israel," waving Iranian, Lebanese and Hezbollah flags and holding portraits of slain Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah.
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                                    Explosions were heard, and fire and smoke visible along the Beirut skyline in the early hours of Wednesday, as the Israeli military confirmed it was striking "Hezbollah targets." It comes after Iran launched at least 180 missiles into Israel on Tuesday, the latest in a series of escalating attacks in a yearslong conflict between Israel and Iran and its Arab allies that threatens to push the Middle East closer toward a regionwide war.
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                                    Missiles were seen Tuesday evening in the skies over the West Bank city of Ramallah. Meanwhile, parts of a missile were filmed on the ground. It comes after Iran launched at least 180 missiles into Israel, the latest in a series of escalating attacks in a yearslong conflict between Israel and Iran and its Arab allies that threatens to push the Middle East closer toward a regionwide war. (AP Video by Imad Isseid and Jalal Bwaitel)
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                                    Iran will pay a price, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said after Iran launched at least 180 missiles into Israel on Tuesday. Iran's missile strike was the latest in a series of escalating attacks in a yearslong conflict between Israel and Iran and its Arab allies that threatens to push the Middle East closer toward a regionwide war.
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            Israelis wait to re-board their bus after projectiles were launched from Iran are being intercepted in the skies over in Rosh HaAyin, Israel, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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                                    Israelis wait to re-board their bus after projectiles were launched from Iran are being intercepted in the skies over in Rosh HaAyin, Israel, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            Missiles launched from Iran towards Israel streak across the night sky as seen from Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                    Missiles launched from Iran towards Israel streak across the night sky as seen from Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Israelis take cover as projectiles launched from Iran are being intercepted in the skies over in Rosh HaAyin, Israel, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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                                    Israelis take cover as projectiles launched from Iran are being intercepted in the skies over in Rosh HaAyin, Israel, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            A cleric clenches his fist as he celebrates Iran's missile strike against Israel in an anti-Israeli gathering at Felestin (Palestine) Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            12 of 32 | 
            A cleric holds up his son as he celebrates Iran's missile strike against Israel during an anti-Israeli protest at Felestin (Palestine) Square in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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                                    A cleric holds up his son as he celebrates Iran's missile strike against Israel during an anti-Israeli protest at Felestin (Palestine) Square in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            People take cover on the side of the road as a siren sounds a warning of incoming missiles fired from Iran on a freeway in Shoresh, between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv in Israel Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024.(AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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                                    People take cover on the side of the road as a siren sounds a warning of incoming missiles fired from Iran on a freeway in Shoresh, between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv in Israel Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024.(AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            People take cover on the side of a road as a siren sounds a warning of incoming missiles fired from Iran on a freeway in Shoresh, between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv in Israel Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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                                    People take cover on the side of a road as a siren sounds a warning of incoming missiles fired from Iran on a freeway in Shoresh, between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv in Israel Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Israeli soldiers work on tanks in a staging area in northern Israel near the Israel-Lebanon border, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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                                    Israeli soldiers work on tanks in a staging area in northern Israel near the Israel-Lebanon border, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            16 of 32 | 
            Mourners attend a rally commemorating slain Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah and hold up his portraits, at Enqelab-e-Eslami (Islamic Revolution) St. in downtown Tehran, Iran, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Mourners attend a rally commemorating slain Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah, shown in billboard, at Felestin (Palestine) Sq. in downtown Tehran, Iran, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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                                    Mourners attend a rally commemorating slain Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah, shown in billboard, at Felestin (Palestine) Sq. in downtown Tehran, Iran, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Smoke rises following Israeli bombardment in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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                                    Smoke rises following Israeli bombardment in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Israeli army tanks maneuver in a staging area in northern Israel near the Israel-Lebanon border, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            Israeli soldiers raise their fists from a moving APC in northern Israel near the Israel-Lebanon border, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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                                    Israeli soldiers raise their fists from a moving APC in northern Israel near the Israel-Lebanon border, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            An Israeli tank maneuvers in northern Israel near the Israel-Lebanon border, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            Israeli shelling hit an area in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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                                    Israeli shelling hit an area in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike that hit the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    23 of 32

                                    
                                    Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike that hit the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            24 of 32 | 
            Israeli shelling hits an area in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, early Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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                                    Israeli shelling hits an area in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, early Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            A man documents the damaged buildings at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburb, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A burnt building shows damage at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburb, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                    A burnt building shows damage at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburb, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburb, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            28 of 32 | 
            A man checks the damaged buildings at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburb, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            An Israeli Apache helicopter fires a missile towards southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Israeli shelling hits an area in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburb, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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    Read the latest: Follow the AP's live coverage of the escalating conflicts in the Middle East.


    



JERUSALEM (AP) -- Iran launched at least 180 missiles into Israel on Tuesday, the latest in a series of rapidly escalating attacks between Israel and Iran and its Arab allies that threatens to push the Middle East closer to a regionwide war.

Iran said the barrage was retaliation for a series of devastating blows Israel has landed in recent weeks against the Iran-backed militant group Hezbollah in Lebanon, which has been firing rockets into Israel since the war in Gaza began. Earlier Tuesday, Israel launched what it said is a limited ground incursion in southern Lebanon.

Israelis scrambled for bomb shelters as air raid sirens sounded and the orange glow of missiles streaked across the night sky.

Israeli military spokesman Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari said the country's air defenses intercepted many of the incoming Iranian missiles, though some landed in central and southern Israel. Israel's national rescue service said two people were lightly wounded by shrapnel. In the West Bank, Palestinian officials said a Palestinian man was killed by a missile that fell near the town of Jericho, though it wasn't clear where the attack originated.

    



Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu vowed late Tuesday to retaliate against Iran, which he said "made a big mistake tonight and it will pay for it." 





Iran's armed forces joint chief of staff Gen. Mohammad Bagheri warned that Iran would respond to action against its territory with strikes on Israel's entire infrastructure with "multiplied intensity."

Israeli airstrikes and artillery fire pounded southern Lebanese villages on Tuesday, and Hezbollah responded with a barrage of rockets into Israel. There was no immediate word on casualties.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Moments before Iran launched its missiles, a shooting attack in Tel Aviv left at least six people dead, police said, adding that the two suspects who had opened fire on a boulevard in the Jaffa neighborhood had also been killed. 
Fears of a broader conflict



Hezbollah and Hamas are close allies backed by Iran, and each escalation has raised fears of a wider war in the Middle East that could draw in Iran and the United States, which has rushed military assets to the region in support of Israel.

    



Israel and Iran have fought a shadow war for years, but rarely have they come into direct conflict. 

The U.N. Security Council scheduled an emergency meeting for Wednesday morning to address the escalating situation in the Middle East.

Iran launched another direct attack on Israel in April, but few of its projectiles reached their targets. Many were shot down by a U.S.-led coalition, while others apparently failed at launch or crashed in flight. 

White House National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan called Iran's missile attack a "significant escalation," although he said it was ultimately "defeated and ineffective," in part because of assistance from the U.S. military in shooting down some of the inbound missiles. President Joe Biden said his administration is "fully supportive" of Israel and that he's in "active discussion" with aides about what the appropriate response should be to Tehran.

Iran said it fired Tuesday's missiles as retaliation for attacks that killed leaders of Hezbollah, Hamas and the Iranian military. It referenced Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah and Revolutionary Guard Gen. Abbas Nilforushan, both killed in an Israeli airstrike last week in Beirut. It also mentioned Ismail Haniyeh, a top leader in Hamas who was assassinated in Tehran in a suspected Israeli attack in July. 

    



Israel has said it will continue to strike Hezbollah until it is safe for citizens displaced from homes near the Lebanon border to return. Hezbollah has vowed to keep firing rockets into Israel until there is a cease-fire in Gaza with Hamas, which is also supported by Iran.
Questions raised over whether Israeli forces entered



While Hezbollah denied Israeli troops had entered Lebanon, the Israeli army announced it had also carried out dozens of covert ground raids into southern Lebanon going back nearly a year.

If true, it would be another humiliating blow for Hezbollah, the most powerful armed group in the Middle East. Hezbollah has been reeling from weeks of targeted strikes that killed Nasrallah and several of his top commanders.

    



On Tuesday morning, Israel warned people in southern Lebanon to evacuate to the north of the Awali River, some 60 kilometers (36 miles) from the border and much farther than the Litani River, which marks the northern edge of a U.N.-declared zone intended to serve as a buffer between Israel and Hezbollah after their 2006 war.

The border region has largely emptied out over the past year as the two sides have traded fire. 

An Associated Press reporter saw Israeli troops operating near the border in armored trucks, with helicopters circling overhead, but could not confirm ground forces had crossed into Lebanon.

U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric said Tuesday the U.N. peacekeeping force in southern Lebanon has seen sporadic incursions by Israeli military forces, but "they have not witnessed a full-scale invasion."

Ahead of the Israeli announcement of an incursion, U.S. officials on Monday said Israel had described launching small raids inside Lebanon as it prepared for a wider operation.

    



Hagari, the Israeli army spokesman, said Israel had carried out dozens of small raids inside Lebanon since Oct. 8, when Hezbollah began firing rockets into Israel after the outbreak of the war in Gaza. He said Israeli forces had crossed the border to collect information and destroy Hezbollah infrastructure, including tunnels and weapons. Israel has said Hezbollah was preparing its own Oct. 7-style attack into Israel. It was not immediately possible to confirm those claims.

Hagari said Israel's aims for its current ground offensive in Lebanon were limited. "We're not going to Beirut," he said.

The Israeli military was accused of lying to the media in 2021 when it released a statement implying ground troops had entered Gaza. The military played down the incident as a misunderstanding, but well-sourced military commentators in Israel said it was part of a ruse to lure Hamas into battle. 
Israel strikes more targets and Hezbollah fires rockets 



The Israeli military said Hezbollah had launched rockets at central Israel on Tuesday, setting off air raid sirens and wounding a man. Hezbollah said it fired salvos of a new kind of medium-range missile at the headquarters of two Israeli intelligence agencies near Tel Aviv. Hezbollah also launched projectiles at Israeli communities near the border, targeting soldiers without wounding anyone.

Israel's statements indicated it might focus its ground operation on the narrow strip along the border, rather than launching a larger invasion aimed at destroying Hezbollah, as it has attempted in Gaza against Hamas.

Israeli strikes have killed over 1,000 people in Lebanon over the past two weeks, nearly a quarter of them women and children, according to the Health Ministry. Hundreds of thousands have fled their homes.

Israel declared war against the Hamas militant group in the Gaza Strip after Hamas' cross-border attack on Oct. 7, 2023, which killed 1,200 Israelis and took 250 others hostage. More than 41,000 Palestinians have been killed in Gaza, and just over half the dead have been women and children, according to local health officials.

Hezbollah is a well-trained militia, believed to have tens of thousands of fighters and an arsenal of 150,000 rockets and missiles. The last round of fighting in 2006 ended in a stalemate, and both sides have spent the past two decades preparing for their next showdown.

The group's acting leader, Naim Kassem, said Monday that Hezbollah commanders killed in recent weeks have already been replaced.

As the fighting intensifies, European countries have begun pulling their diplomats and citizens out of Lebanon. 

___


Mroue reported from Beirut and Madhani reported from Washington. Associated Press writers Kareem Chehayeb in Beirut; Zeke Miller and Lolita C. Baldor in Washington; and Associated Press producer Mehdi Fattahi in Tehran contributed.

___

Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-lebanon-hezbollah-gaza-news-10-01-2024-eb175dff6e46906caea8b9e43dfbd3da
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            Andy Brown takes a break on top of what remains of a tree that destroyed his SUV when it fell during Hurricane Helene on in Augusta, Ga., Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            FILE - Fred Ridley, chairman of Augusta National Golf Club, shakes hands with Winner Scottie Scheffler at the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Sunday, April 14, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)
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            Volunteers for Operation BBQ Relief prepare meals for people without power or water, Oct. 1, 2024, in Augusta, Georgia. (AP Photo / Jeffrey Collins)
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            Members of the Civil Air Patrol load water for Hurricane Helene relief into a pickup truck at a water station in Augusta, Ga., on Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Augusta chairman confident Masters will go on as club focuses on community recovery from Helene

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Andy Brown takes a break on top of what remains of a tree that destroyed his SUV when it fell during Hurricane Helene on in Augusta, Ga., Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4

                                    
                                    Andy Brown takes a break on top of what remains of a tree that destroyed his SUV when it fell during Hurricane Helene on in Augusta, Ga., Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            FILE - Fred Ridley, chairman of Augusta National Golf Club, shakes hands with Winner Scottie Scheffler at the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Sunday, April 14, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4

                                    
                                    FILE - Fred Ridley, chairman of Augusta National Golf Club, shakes hands with Winner Scottie Scheffler at the Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club Sunday, April 14, 2024, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            Volunteers for Operation BBQ Relief prepare meals for people without power or water, Oct. 1, 2024, in Augusta, Georgia. (AP Photo / Jeffrey Collins)
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                                        Augusta National Chairman Fred Ridley said Thursday he was confident the Masters would be held as scheduled in April as the club directs its attention and resources to helping the area recover from devastating damage from Hurricane Helene.
Augusta National and the Community Foundation for the Central Savannah River Area announced a joint $5 million donation to a fund providing essential services throughout the greater Augusta area.
Ridley was a few days late arriving in Japan for the Asia-Pacific Amateur. He said the home of the Masters sustained "a lot of damage," just like the rest of the Georgia city on the border with South Carolina.
"We've had literally dozens of people working at the club and what I've really been the most proud of is while everyone certainly is focused on getting us back up and running, our employees have been so focused on the community at large," Ridley said at a news conference to kick off the Asia-Pacific Amateur.

    


"As far as the golf course, it really was affected just as the rest of the community was," he said. "There was a lot of damage. We have a lot of people working hard to get us back up and running. We don't really know exactly what that's going to mean but I can tell if you it's humanly possible, we'll be back in business sooner rather than later."




More than 180 people have been killed from Hurricane Helene, which made landfall as a Category 4 hurricane in Florida's Big Bend region and caused enormous damage as it move through Florida, Georgia, the Carolinas, Tennessee and Virginia.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Masters is scheduled for April 10-13. The club has resources that allow for rebuilding and even creating new structures in short time. It is closed during the summer and was not scheduled to reopen until mid-October. The club did not say if that had been delayed.
"I'm confident ... that the Masters will be held, it will be held on the dates that it's scheduled to be held, and I think we have a few announcements to make with respect to that project. So stay tuned," Ridley said.

    


He also said the club, CSRA and the Medical College of Georgia Foundation have made separate contributions to support recovery efforts led by the American Red Cross.

"We have been able to take care of our employees but we've also been focused on what the Red Cross and other organizations are doing at Augusta," Ridley said. "And our employees have really been a big part of that, which I think really speaks for them and the culture at the club."
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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            FILE - Simone Biles, of the United States, celebrates winning the gold medal during the medal ceremony in the women's artistic gymnastics individual vault finals at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Aug. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco, File)
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            FILE - Team USA from left to right Brody Malone, Asher Hong, Fred Richard, Paul Juda and Stephen Nedoroscik celebrate their bronze medal during the men's artistic gymnastics team finals round at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr, File)
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            Simone Biles smiles as she standS on the sidelines before an NFL football game between the Chicago Bears and the Los Angeles Rams on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Olympic gold medalist Simone Biles waves during a break in a match between Jessica Pegula, of the United States, and Iga Swiatek, of Poland, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            FILE - Simone Biles, of the United States, celebrates winning the gold medal during the medal ceremony in the women's artistic gymnastics individual vault finals at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Aug. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco, File)
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            FILE - Team USA from left to right Brody Malone, Asher Hong, Fred Richard, Paul Juda and Stephen Nedoroscik celebrate their bronze medal during the men's artistic gymnastics team finals round at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr, File)
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            Simone Biles smiles as she standS on the sidelines before an NFL football game between the Chicago Bears and the Los Angeles Rams on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Olympic gold medalist Simone Biles waves during a break in a match between Jessica Pegula, of the United States, and Iga Swiatek, of Poland, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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                                        PITTSBURGH (AP) -- Simone Biles simply wanted to mix it up when the gymnastics superstar invited some of the top American men to join her post-Olympic Tour.
"Bringing the guys on board was designed to show what men's gymnastics has to offer," Biles said. "And I just think that over the years, we kind of know the guys, but we don't really know them, know them."
That may be starting to change.
The U.S. men's bronze-medal breakthrough at the Paris Games -- with pommel horse specialist Stephen Nedorscik's clinching routine serving as the exclamation point -- has pushed into the spotlight a side of the sport that typically operates in the shadows.
While Nedoroscik, who went viral in the aftermath, parlayed his newfound fame into a gig on "Dancing With The Stars," Olympic teammates Frederick Richard, Brody Malone and Paul Juda as well as NCAA champion-turned-influencer Ian Gunther are spending most of the fall traveling across the country with Biles and fellow gold medalists Jordan Chiles, Jade Carey and Hezly Rivera in a show that is part exhibition, part celebration.

    


The co-ed nature of the second iteration of the Gold Over America Tour -- a not-so-subtle nod to Biles' status as the greatest gymnast of all time -- has given the show a different energy than the first, which was entirely female-centric.




Biles praised Richard and company for getting out of their comfort zone and leaning into the performative aspect of the show, which required a lengthy string of 12-hour practice days to prepare.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We took a risk by bringing the guys on board," Biles said. "But the outcome has been absolutely amazing. And you have the kids in the crowd chanting 'Ian! Ian!' 'Fredrick! Fredrick!' and that's just so cool."
The 20-year-old Richard's long-term goal has always been to make men's gymnastics matter, a daunting proposition in an era when support at the NCAA Division I level -- the prime feeder into the U.S. Olympic program -- has never been more tenuous.

    


There is an urgency to turn the splash of notoriety the men earned in Paris into something more sustainable. There have been early signs of progress, most notably an influx of young boys across the country rushing to join their local gym.
It's a start. So is spending two months barnstorming from coast to coast -- the show hits Philadelphia on Friday and New York on Saturday -- with newly minted bronze medals on their resume and a tacit endorsement from the face of the U.S. Olympic movement, particularly because their inclusion feels earned.
"It doesn't really feel like we are 'the pity case,'" Richard said. "It feels like (we) are on the same standard (as the women)."
That's by design, and also a nod to Biles' considerable influence. The 27-year-old has reached the level of stardom where everything she does -- from watching her husband Jonathan Owens play for the Chicago Bears to what she shares on social media -- can become news, whether that's her intention or not.
"I know if we do something, the attention will be there," she said. "But I kind of just ignore it and just go day by day. But I am aware that the attention that it does bring."

    


The 11-time Olympic medalist and first two-time all-around champion in more than five decades is taking her time before making any firm decisions about her athletic future. For now, she is focused on letting herself relax and enjoy this chapter of her life before moving on to the next one.
"I got to go to the U.S. Open (tennis tournament)," she said. "I got to go to my first WNBA game. It's like supporting people who have supported me, which has been really exciting because usually we don't have that time. And now that I have more time on my hands, it's been really fun."
She and Owens are planning to move into a home they built in the northern Houston suburbs later this fall. She is lending her image, her likeness and her foodie sensibilities to the "Taste of Gold" restaurant scheduled to open at Houston Intercontinental Airport early next year. She might even revisit the " Daring Simone Biles " series that initially premiered in the summer of 2022.

    


Biles would also like to return to the Olympics, or at least the Winter Olympics, after chatting up skiing star Mikaela Shiffrin. Just don't expect Biles to snap on a pair of skis and follow Shiffrin down the mountain.

"I can't stand the cold. I mean I have hand warmers right now in each pocket," Biles said with a laugh while pulling one out of the left pocket of her jacket as proof. "They're like, 'You have to go to a Winter Olympics.' And I'm like 'Do they have (luxury) boxes?' Because, you know, if they want to put me in a luxury box where it'll be warm, that'd be great."
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/simone-biles-olympics-gymnastics-198043aa631ce281cff55aff6bdd6c77
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            FILE - Colorado head coach Deion Sanders with fans reflected in glasses during an NCAA college football game against North Dakota State Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, in Boulder, Colorado. (AP Photo/Jack Dempsey, File)
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            Colorado head coach Deion Sanders checks the video board in the first half of an NCAA college football game against Colorado State, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Fort Collins, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Colorado head coach Deion Sanders, right, talks with quarterback Shedeur Sanders (2) on the sideline between plays against Nebraska during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Lincoln, Neb. (AP Photo/Rebecca S. Gratz)
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            FILE - Colorado head coach Deion Sanders gestures during the first half of the team's spring NCAA college football game Saturday, April 22, 2023, in Boulder, Colo.(AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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            The Buff restaurant in Boulder, Colo. is shown Sept. 23, 2024, in Boulder. (AP Photo/Eddie Pells)
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            Dru Libby, the manager of The Buff restaurant in Boulder, Colo., talks about how the arrival of Colorado coach Deion Sanders has helped not only her business but the city in general, Sept. 23, 2024, in Boulder. (AP Photo/Eddie Pells)
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            FILE - Colorado head coach Deion Sanders walks along the sideline during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Central Florida, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack, File)
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            FILE - Colorado receiver Jeremy Bloom runs away from Florida State defender B.J. Ward on his way to a first half touchdown in Tallahassee, Fla., Sept. 20, 2003. (AP Photo/Phil Coale, File)
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            Colorado head coach Deion Sanders, left, talks with former Nebraska and NFL player Mike Rozier, right, before an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Lincoln, Neb. (AP Photo/Rebecca S. Gratz)
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            FILE - Colorado receiver Jeremy Bloom runs away from Florida State defender B.J. Ward on his way to a first half touchdown in Tallahassee, Fla., Sept. 20, 2003. (AP Photo/Phil Coale, File)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


BOULDER, Colo. (AP) -- Even on a Monday -- two days after a thrilling Colorado win on homecoming -- things were buzzing at The Buff, a breakfast and brunch place where everybody knows your name and the 99-cent mimosas help wash down the bacon-filled pancakes and huevos rancheros.
The arrival of Deion Sanders has raised this eatery's profile in much the same way it has amplified everything around CU these days. Before the celebrity coach arrived in Boulder, places like The Buff were well-established institutions. Now, they're destinations.
"When we have a home game, well, I run a business, and I have to make sure we double order everything and we staff the floor to capacity," manager Dru Libby said of the noticeable difference between now and a few years ago at an establishment that never wanted for customers. 
That story plays out up and down Canyon Boulevard, or anywhere in Boulder, where the sandstone and red-roofed buildings on campus are the background for an entire town that is basking in Year 2 of what's known as "The Prime Effect."

    


The numbers the arrival of "Coach Prime" have lavished on Boulder are so powerful -- from enrollment at the school to economic impact in the town to the number of celebrities on the sidelines -- that it can sometimes be tempting to overlook the number that means the most in sports: Wins.




How many does CU need to consider this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity a success? What would the timeframe be? There are no clear answers to either question, but a consensus is building that, yes, CU, which went 4-8 in Sanders' first season, does need to start piling up Ws sooner or later. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The homecoming win over Baylor, followed by a 48-21 drubbing of UCF last weekend, put CU at 4-1 this season heading into the bye week and has the fan base feeling hopeful.
"There's a lot of hype around this team and this program," said Tyler Odorisio, a lifelong Buffs fan who was at the school bookstore a few hours before the homecoming game. "We finally got a little glimmer of hope here. Now, we just want to capitalize and see some wins."

    


Bringing Prime to CU
In a spacious, sun-kissed second-floor office just off the Pearl Street Mall in Boulder, Jeremy Bloom sits at his desk. The wall behind him is adorned with three of his CU jerseys and bibs from his two trips to the Olympics, all framed and under glass. 
Before Sanders arrived in Boulder, Bloom was the most consequential Buffalo of the 21st century. 
He's the football player/freestyle skier who started fighting -- and suing -- for college players to be paid back in the early 2000s. That was long before paying players became the cause celebre of -- and then the reality for -- the generation of NCAA athletes that followed him. 
The model Bloom once dreamed of Sanders has used to turn players -- including sons Shedeur and Shilo, and receiver-slash-cornerback Travis Hunter -- into millionaires and transformed CU into a place to see and be seen for the first time, certainly much more so than during its lone national championship season in 1990.

    


Now 42, Bloom has a long history in Boulder. As a CU fan, he suffered mostly in silence for years as the Buffs plunged to the bottom of the Pac-12. 
"We were irrelevant," he said. "In a lot of conversations, we were the laughingstock of the country. As the conference realignment was happening, you could see us being excluded from any major conference, and rightfully so."
Then, Sanders came. CU has since found a comfortable landing spot back in the conference it left, the Big 12. 
Bloom, a businessman at heart, has seen the facts and figures compiled by the Boulder Convention and Visitors Bureau: Six home games last year as Sanders settled in produced $113.2 million in economic impact; direct visitor spending increased by $10 million; the average visitor spent $183 on accommodations last year compared to $102 six years ago.
Some other facts and figures: Enrollment at CU is at a record, with 38,428 students. Applications from Black candidates increased more than 50% from 2023 to '24. A record 1,046 students (45 of them football players) transferred to CU this fall, in part thanks to a rule Sanders helped get changed.

    


Bloom, who played a role in luring the coach to Boulder, loves all that as much as anyone. Confronted with the key question about Sanders' stay in Boulder, he is unequivocal.
"Absolutely, he needs to win," Bloom said. "This is a performance business. It's not a personality-driven business. Yes, he's a very compelling figure, but people aren't going to fill the stadiums just to watch him walk up and down the sideline."
The 'Prime Effect'
Sanders is keen on opening his weekly news conferences with facts and figures from the previous weekend. They almost always have to do with how many NFL scouts showed up to the latest CU game, and with TV viewership numbers, which have gone through the roof since he arrived.

    


"Whether people like it or not, they're watching," Sanders said once after the Buffs drew a TV audience for a game against North Dakota State that would've been unthinkable only three or four years ago. 
Part of Sanders' schtick comes from one of the oldest moves in the coaching playbook: By making himself the lightning rod, he takes some of the pressure off players who, he recognizes, have even bigger obligations to fill now that some of them are millionaires, but who also are still teenagers. 
So, one week, a headline grabber was the coach criticizing a columnist he felt was hitting below the belt. Another week, he went after an erroneous report that he had ordered the CU marching band not to play the fight song when his quarterback son, Shedeur, scored a touchdown. "That's idiotic. Y'all know that," Sanders said. 
The coach has his own Netflix series. His sunglasses deal is the stuff of legend, though hardly the only endorsement he's picked up since his move from Jackson State to the college football big-time. To come to CU, he got the school to streamline restrictive transfer rules that played into the football program's also-ran status.
Sometimes lost amid all the hype and bling surrounding this new version of Buff football is another well-worn page out of the college playbook that Sanders is putting his own stamp on. 
"We don't only want to coach them, we want to mold them and mature them and love them," said Sanders, who is hardly the first college coach to embrace that role. "We love these young men in a multitude of ways. Some of these young men have never heard that word from a man. So, it's vital that they not only hear it but we show it."
While doing his best to mold players into good citizens, Sanders has been in the game too long to lose sight of the bottom line. 
He has recruited more than two dozen four- or five-star players to Colorado through the portal and traditional high school recruiting. This year's roster includes not one, but maybe two, top-five NFL draft picks in Shedeur Sanders and Hunter, whose Heisman Trophy resume grows each week. The coach bristled last month when asked if he was still trying to find his identity at CU.
"I'm not looking for my identity, I'm looking to win," Sanders said. "We're trying to get guys to the next level, we're trying to graduate young men and turn them into men, not boys. There's a lot going on here besides just on the field. On the field is profound. That's the echo of everything. Number one, we're trying to win."
Does CU need Deion more than Deion needs CU?
Fans like Odorisio are expecting a bowl game this season -- a destination Colorado has reached only twice since 2008. 
The UCF win in a game where CU was nearly a two-touchdown underdog gave the Buffs a 2-0 conference record, but also status as a contender for the conference title and a trip to the College Football Playoff, unlikely as that may seem. 
How much patience does the fan base have for a coach who has, by almost every measure, singlehandedly made CU a more attractive school to attend, to visit, to watch a football game? 
Well, it's complicated. 
Hunter, along with both of Sanders' sons, will be done with college football after this year. That brings with it a real fear that the coach might just leave town when they do. If Sanders leaves for a new coaching job in 2025, his new employer would owe Colorado only $8 million.
CU fans can see signs in everything, though they're not quite sure what they mean. Sanders' 2025 recruiting class, for example, is off to a slow start, though the transfer portal hasn't opened yet. Everyone here has noticed the bad start at Sanders' alma mater, Florida State, and wonder if an opening might be in the offing. Seminoles coach Mike Norvell would be owed $63 million if the school parts ways with him after this season. 
Sanders has vowed multiple times that he came to Boulder to build something. When asked what he tells parents of recruits who wonder if he'll be here in a year or two, he said, "I tell them the truth."
"I tell them I'm a father, not a baby daddy," Sanders said. "I don't follow my kids. I pave roads for my kids. I build generational wealth for my kids. I lead my kids. I don't follow my kids. So, I do not plan on following my kids to the NFL. But I'm thankful."
With every win, the CU faithful become even more thankful that Sanders arrived to pull this program out of the doldrums. Many agree he has built a great brand. Now, they hope he sticks around long enough to build a great football program. 
"We'd love to keep him," says Libby, the restaurant manager. "And if not, we're still going to put the same heart and love into what we do here. We're a tourist town. We're still going to have people coming in. But the impact: Yeah, he's had a great, positive impact. I hope he stays once Shedeur leaves."
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Inter Miami's David Ruiz, right, tries to kick the ball past Columbus Crew's Marcelo Herrera during the second half of an MLS soccer match, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)
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                                        FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) -- Lionel Messi's first MLS Cup playoff match with Inter Miami will be on Oct. 25. And it'll be aired live on a massive screen spanning an entire block of New York's Times Square.
Major League Soccer announced Thursday that Inter Miami's opener will be the lone playoff match played on that Friday night, with an 8:30 p.m. Eastern start time. It's a slight adjustment to the MLS Cup schedule; original plans called for the playoffs to begin on Oct. 26.
Inter Miami clinched the MLS Supporters Shield -- given to the league's best regular season team -- on Wednesday night with a 3-2 win at Columbus. With the No. 1 overall seed, Inter Miami also has home-field advantage throughout the playoffs and would play host to the MLS Cup final on Dec. 7 if it makes it.
"We have a significant advantage since we'll be playing all our matches at home, which is what we were aiming for," Messi said. "I think we are very strong at home. ... I believe that being at home gives us a great advantage, and now we just have to prove it."

    


The Supporters Shield was Messi's 46th trophy won for his various clubs or while playing for Argentina, extending his record. Inter Miami won the Leagues Cup last season in Messi's first year with the club, but did not qualify for the MLS playoffs.




MLS also announced there will be some different broadcast elements for Inter Miami's playoff opener. Apple TV will make the match available to its customers, regardless of whether they have an MLS Season Pass subscription or not. And the match will be shown live on a 25,000-square-foot digital television display screen on Broadway between 45th and 46th streets in New York's Times Square.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Inter Miami will open the playoffs in a best-of-three series against the winner of the Eastern Conference's wild-card match, which will be played on Oct. 22. The full MLS Cup playoff bracket won't be set until Oct. 19, the final day of the league's regular season.

    


Playing the match on Friday night in Fort Lauderdale also avoids the potential for conflict with other significant sporting events in South Florida that weekend.

Miami and Florida State renew their annual college football rivalry on Oct. 26. Miami Dolphins quarterback Tua Tagovailoa -- currently sidelined while dealing with the aftereffects of a concussion -- will be eligible to return from injured reserve for his team's game against Arizona on Oct. 27. And NASCAR has a playoff race at Homestead-Miami Speedway that weekend as well.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            Kansas City Royals shortstop Bobby Witt Jr. celebrates with teammates after defeating the Baltimore Orioles 2-1 in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Kansas City Royals shortstop Bobby Witt Jr., center, reacts with a staff member after defeating the Baltimore Orioles 2-1 in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 14 | 
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            Kansas City Royals outfielder Hunter Renfroe, center, celebrates with teammates following Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game against the Baltimore Orioles, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. The Royals won 2-1. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Kansas City Royals manager Matt Quatraro gestures after his team defeated the Baltimore Orioles 2-1 in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            Kansas City Royals players and staff pose for photographers after defeating the Baltimore Orioles 2-1 in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            Kansas City Royals catcher Salvador Perez reacts after defeating the Baltimore Orioles 2-1 in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            Kansas City Royals pitcher Lucas Erceg reacts after striking out Baltimore Orioles' Gunnar Henderson for the final out in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. The Royals won 2-1. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            Kansas City Royals manager Matt Quatraro gestures after his team defeated the Baltimore Orioles 2-1 in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            Kansas City Royals players and staff pose for photographers after defeating the Baltimore Orioles 2-1 in Game 2 of an AL Wild Card Series baseball game, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024 in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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                                        BALTIMORE (AP) -- After another September loss gave the Kansas City Royals a second seven-game slide in the final month of the season, Will Smith saw the upcoming off day as a chance to make his teammates laugh.
"You guys are looking at this the wrong way," Smith said. "The bright side is we can't lose tomorrow."
The Royals won four of their final six games to make the playoffs a year after tying a franchise record with 106 losses, and after a two-game sweep of Baltimore, they are going to the AL Division Series to face the New York Yankees. It's the culmination of a remarkable turnaround from one season to the next and one game to the next.
"All we're focused on is right now," said first baseman Vinnie Pasquantino, who had his surgically repaired right thumb covered as a precaution amid spraying sparkling wine during a boozy visiting clubhouse celebration. "We're just focused on winning that pitch, and that's what this team does. Losing streaks, winning streaks -- it doesn't matter. We just focus on that next pitch. We've done a really good job at it, and we're going to keep trying to do it."

    


AL batting champion Bobby Witt Jr., who drove in the go-ahead run in Games 1 and 2, said the goal is "one out at a time 27 times." 




Manager Matt Quatraro, also a playoff rookie, said his players take that mentality to heart.
"They believe it," Quatraro said. "You can't just talk about it. You can't just put it on a T-shirt and say let's go or hang it on the wall on a poster. You have to live it. These guys do."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

General manager J.J. Picollo endeavored last offseason and at the trade deadline to surround his young core with veterans chock full of playoff experience. In came Smith, a three-time World Series-winning reliever, along with Game 2 starter and All-Star Seth Lugo, Yuli Gurriel, Tommy Pham and Michael Wacha, who might get the ball for the ALDS opener at Yankee Stadium.

    


Leadoff hitter Michael Massey on Wednesday recalled Smith's snide comment from last month as a particularly strong example of older players loosening the mood around the team when there were plenty of slumped shoulders and reasons to worry.
"It was kind of eye-opening," Massey said. "We've lost seven in a row. Everyone thinks we're not going to make the playoffs. We're going to blow it. Then you've got a guy like that who's making a joke about it.
"It goes to show you their experience and their confidence. They've been there before. They've done it."
Now all the Royals have a winning playoff experience -- emerging from a taut matchup by allowing one run over 18 innings while scoring three times. It's the first time Kansas City has won a playoff series of any kind since finishing on top of baseball as World Series champions in 2015.

"I think it's the start of something special," Witt said. "We didn't come this far just to come this far, so we're going to keep getting after it, keep trying to create our own legacy."
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/2024-mlb-playoffs-royals-65292d9561a2cb14771fb3a69c16efa1



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    NASCAR season hits final 6 weeks under shadow of antitrust lawsuit filed by 2 of its teams | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



NASCAR season hits final 6 weeks under shadow of antitrust lawsuit filed by 2 of its teams

    NASCAR season hits final 6 weeks under shadow of antitrust lawsuit filed by 2 of its teams

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            Denny Hamlin (11) leads Chase Briscoe (14) and Christopher Bell (20) during a NASCAR Cup Series auto race, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Bristol, Tenn. (AP Photo/Wade Payne)
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            Christopher Bell (20), Kyle Busch (8), William Byron (24), Tyler Reddick (45), Joey Logano (22) and Ryan Blaney (12) head down the front straightaway after a caution flag during a NASCAR Cup Series auto race at Kansas Speedway in Kansas City, Kan., Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Colin E. Braley)
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            FILE - 23XI Racing co-owner Michael Jordan stands in the pit area during a NASCAR Cup Series auto race at Talladega Superspeedway, Sunday, April 21, 2024, in Talladega. Ala. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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                                        CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) -- In the NASCAR-themed "Days of Thunder" movie, there is a scene where the Big John character modeled after series founder Bill France Sr. threatens a pair of feuding drivers. 
Tired of the on-track antics between drivers loosely based on Dale Earnhardt and a combination of Geoff Bodine and Tim Richmond, Big John warns of the consequences to come if they don't stop wrecking each other. 
"You trade paint one more time, you so much as touch, I'm gonna black flag the two of you," Big John says in the movie, "and take apart your race cars for 300 laps. Then, if you pass inspection and you put your cars back together, I might let you back into the race."
There was some truth in that scene in that NASCAR, its inspectors, race control officials and executives are in charge and can interpret the rules as they see fit. It has played out over and over since NASCAR was formed by the France family in 1948 -- a car has trouble passing inspection for some sort of infraction or the same team finds that it has been "randomly selected" for a thorough teardown week after week. 

    


Should 23XI Racing and Front Row Motorsports be worried?




After all, the two teams just filed a federal antitrust lawsuit against NASCAR alleging "anti-competitive terms" in the charter agreement reached last month. The lawsuit is going to be a topic for the rest of the season, which is now well into the playoffs and includes six more races.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

23XI is owned by retired NBA great Michael Jordan and three-time Daytona 500 winner Denny Hamlin, who actively drives for Joe Gibbs Racing. The team fields cars for Bubba Wallace and regular-season Cup Series champion Tyler Reddick. Hamlin and Reddick are both racing for the Cup Series title. 
Front Row does not have any drivers in the playoffs, but that doesn't mean that Bob Jenkins' cars won't be subjected to intense scrutiny starting Friday when the garage opens for inspection at Talladega Superspeedway. 

    


Hamlin, who has already been dealt one severe penalty this season, said he is hopeful there is no retribution by NASCAR toward him, the cars he owns, his teammates at JGR or the Front Row drivers. 
 "I have enough faith in them that they're going to be professionals," Hamlin said. "They can separate Denny the driver that's on the racetrack on Sunday from Denny that's the owner on Monday through Friday. Certainly, there's been things in the past that have been conspiracy theories, but you can't get into that stuff. 
"Certainly, they'll respect myself and my (JGR) team because right now the most important thing to me is trying to run for this championship over the next six weeks." 
Talladega is a tricky track with strict rules designed for safety purposes that can be arbitrarily applied. For example, a yellow line circles the Alabama superspeedway and drivers are prohibited from using it to gain position or to force another driver below the line to preserve position. 
It is the officials in the NASCAR scoring tower who rule on yellow line violations and it was never more scrutinized than in 2008 when Tony Stewart was declared the winner at Talladega even though Regan Smith beat him to the finish line. Smith had gone below the yellow line to edge ahead of Stewart, who had clearly forced Smith beyond track limits with a blocking maneuver.

    


Smith believed he was robbed by NASCAR's ruling. 
"I always got told that the rule is, if you get forced down there, then you're the winner of the race and on the last lap, anything goes," Smith said that day. "I got forced down there."
Just one year earlier in a Truck Series race at Daytona International Speedway, Johnny Benson went below the yellow line in a three-wide finish. NASCAR said at the time that Benson's move was legal because the rule had wiggle room: if a driver can see the checkered flag waving, then essentially anything goes over the final push to the finish line.
Come this Sunday, if Hamlin or Reddick or any of the drivers whose teams are involved in litigation against NASCAR find themselves near the yellow line, who knows how the ruling might go?

    


23XI and Front Row have hired Jeffrey Kessler, a top antitrust attorney to represent them. He said he was not concerned.
"My experience is that having a lot of cases against sports leagues, sports organizations, is that their lawyers advise them, 'Do not mess around with the other side because that's the worst thing you can do' when I call on them in court," Kessler said. "We don't usually see players face retribution, we don't see our other plaintiffs face retribution, and I would be surprised if it happens here. But if it happens, we certainly know what to do about it." 

Hamlin heads to Talladega ranked fifth in the playoff standings. Reddick, his driver at 23XI and the spring winner in Alabama, is ninth and could be eliminated from the playoffs if he doesn't move into the top eight after next week's elimination race in Charlotte.
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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            New Jersey Devils' Ondrej Palat takes a shot during a practice session, a day before their NHL hockey game against Buffalo Sabres, in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            New Jersey Devils' listen to their coaches during a practice session, a day before their NHL hockey game against Buffalo Sabres, in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            New Jersey Devils' players arrive for a practice session, a day before their NHL hockey game against Buffalo Sabres, in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            Buffalo Sabres NHL hockey players celebrate a goal during an ice hockey match against Red Bull Munich in Munich, Germany, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024.(Sven Hoppe/dpa via AP)
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            Ottawa Senators' Adam Gaudette (81) scores against Buffalo Sabres goaltender Felix Sandstrom (32) during third-period preseason NHL hockey game action in Ottawa, Ontario, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (Justin Tang/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            New Jersey Devils' Jakub Zboril, left, and New York Rangers' Will Cuylle, right, chase after the puck during the third period of an NHL preseason hockey game, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            New Jersey Devils goalie Isaac Poulter stands on the ice during the second period of an NHL preseason hockey game against the New York Rangers, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Buffalo Sabres' Noah Ostlund (36) is surrounded by teammates after his goal to defeat the Ottawa Senators in preseason NHL hockey game action in Ottawa, Ontario, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (Justin Tang/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Buffalo Sabres NHL hockey team head coach Lindy Ruff watches from the bench during an ice hockey match against Red Bull Munich in Munich, Germany, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024.(Sven Hoppe/dpa via AP)
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            FILE - New Jersey Devils NHL hockey team new head coach Sheldon Keefe answers questions from reporters during press conference Tuesday, May 28, 2024, in Newark, N.J. (AP Photo/Noah K. Murray, File)
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            New Jersey Devils' Ondrej Palat speeds up during a practice session, a day before their NHL hockey game against Buffalo Sabres, in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            New Jersey Devils' attend a practice session, a day before their NHL hockey game against Buffalo Sabres, in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            New Jersey Devils' players pose for a photo ahead of a practice session, a day before their NHL hockey game against Buffalo Sabres, in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            New Jersey Devils' attend a practice session, a day before their NHL hockey game against Buffalo Sabres, in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            New Jersey Devils' Ondrej Palat takes a shot during a practice session, a day before their NHL hockey game against Buffalo Sabres, in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            Buffalo Sabres NHL hockey players celebrate a goal during an ice hockey match against Red Bull Munich in Munich, Germany, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024.(Sven Hoppe/dpa via AP)
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            Ottawa Senators' Adam Gaudette (81) scores against Buffalo Sabres goaltender Felix Sandstrom (32) during third-period preseason NHL hockey game action in Ottawa, Ontario, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (Justin Tang/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Buffalo Sabres' Noah Ostlund (36) is surrounded by teammates after his goal to defeat the Ottawa Senators in preseason NHL hockey game action in Ottawa, Ontario, Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (Justin Tang/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Buffalo Sabres NHL hockey team head coach Lindy Ruff watches from the bench during an ice hockey match against Red Bull Munich in Munich, Germany, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024.(Sven Hoppe/dpa via AP)
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            FILE - New Jersey Devils NHL hockey team new head coach Sheldon Keefe answers questions from reporters during press conference Tuesday, May 28, 2024, in Newark, N.J. (AP Photo/Noah K. Murray, File)
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            New Jersey Devils' Ondrej Palat speeds up during a practice session, a day before their NHL hockey game against Buffalo Sabres, in Prague, Czech Republic, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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                                        PRAGUE (AP) -- Ondrej Palat has won the Stanley Cup twice. He's won a gold medal with the Czech Republic at the world championships.
This week, the forward will check another item on his bucket list when his New Jersey Devils and the Buffalo Sabres open the NHL regular season with two games in Prague.
"I have been fortunate enough to realize many of my dreams in hockey," Palat said. "But to play an NHL hockey game in my beloved Czechia is something I've never imagined."
The NHL global series games on Friday and Saturday will bring the number of regular season games hosted by Prague to nine. Stockholm, Sweden, is the only location outside North America that has had more.
Two more international games will be played in Tampere, Finland, on Nov. 1-2 when defending Stanley Cup champion Florida face the Dallas Stars.
Palat said traveling together for overseas games can be a good team-building experience. Five years ago, he was part of the Tampa Bay Lightning who swept a two-game series against the Sabres in Stockholm. The team went on to win the Stanley Cup in 2020 and again the following year.

    


"With Tampa, the trip to Stockholm was great for us," Palat said. "We had some fun and it translated on the ice and we played great. We need to do (something) a little bit similar. We're going to have some fun but also it's a business trip and we need to start good the season."




Hockey-crazed Sweden, Finland and the Czech Republic have been the go-to destinations for NHL regular season games overseas in recent years. Together with Russia, those countries account for the bulk of the European players in the league.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

NHL Deputy Commissioner Bill Daly said in August that the league wants to expand to other markets and mentioned Germany, Switzerland and Britain as possibilities. London had two regular season games in 2007 and Berlin one in 2011. Switzerland has never hosted a regular-season game.

    


The Devils have previously played in Europe; in 2018 they beat the Edmonton Oilers 5-2 in Gothenburg, Sweden.
The Sabres have played four. Before the losses to Tampa in 2019, they won twice in 2011 against the Anaheim Ducks 4-1 in Helsinki and the Los Angeles Kings 4-2 in Berlin. They played an exhibition game in Munich last week.
Czech NHL players are hugely popular at home and the presence of Palat and Sabres rookie forward Jiri Kulich ensures that Prague's O2 Arena will be packed this weekend. Palat was on the Czech team that beat Switzerland to win the worlds in the same arena in May.
The Devils signed Palat, who has 101 career postseason points, to a five-year, $30 million contract in 2022, eager to tap his playoffs experience. However, they failed to make the playoffs last spring for the 10th time in 12 seasons.
Sheldon Keefe, who coached the Toronto Maple Leafs to the playoffs in five consecutive seasons, was hired by the Devils to make a difference.
"We're still learning for sure, but guys want to learn, get better and want to build something sustainable here, recognizing it's not going to happen overnight," Keefe said.

    


The Sabres hope to end a 13-season playoff drought. Coach Lindy Ruff, who guided them to their last postseason in 2011, is back after he was fired by New Jersey. During his previous stint from 1997-2012, Buffalo advanced eight times and reached the Stanley Cup final in 1999.
Ruff needs to improve the offense that produced 2.98 goals per game -- 23rd in the league.
The good news for the Sabres is that Jack Quinn is fit after injuries limited him to 27 games last season, and nine goals and 10 assists.

"With the injuries and everything I just haven't been able to take the steps I've wanted as a player yet," Quinn said. "I feel like last year I would have been able to if I wasn't injured, so I'm on a mission to do that this year."
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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            FILE - Switzerland's Gino Caviezel competes during an alpine ski, men's World Cup giant slalom, in Adelboden, Switzerland, Saturday, Jan. 6, 2018. (AP Photo/Shin Tanaka, File)
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            FILE - Celeste Saulo, World Meteorological Organization (WMO) Secretary-General, speaks about the state of Global Climate 2023, during a press conference at the European headquarters of the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (Martial Trezzini/Keystone via AP, File)
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- Facing a long-time crisis in winter sports because of climate change, the International Ski and Snowboard Federation teamed up with the United Nations weather agency on Thursday.
The initial five-year partnership between FIS and the World Meteorological Organization aims to help national ski federations, venues and race organizers better understand weather forecasting to manage natural and artificial snow. An online meeting is set for Nov. 7.
The Switzerland-based organizations said in a joint statement "winter sports and tourism face a bleak future because of climate change" and warmer temperatures.
FIS said weather issues forced the cancellation of 26 of its 616 World Cups last season across disciplines including Alpine and cross-country skiing, snowboard park and pipe, freestyle skiing and ski jumping.
"Ruined winter vacations and canceled sports fixtures are -- literally -- the tip of the iceberg of climate change," WMO Secretary-General Celeste Saulo said in a statement.

    


Event organizers have long relied on using local water resources to make artificial snow for preparing courses and it is common to see broadcasts of races on a ribbon of white through brown and green forests and fields.




"The climate crisis is obviously far bigger than FIS, or sports, for that matter," its president Johan Eliasch said. "It is a genuine crossroads for mankind.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It is true, though, that climate change is, simply put, an existential threat to skiing and snowboarding."
As global temperatures rise, the International Olympic Committee has said by 2040 just 10 countries could have a "climate-reliable" outlook to host snow events at a Winter Games.
The 2022 Beijing Winter Games relied entirely on artificial snow to stage Alpine races about 90 kilometers (55 miles) north of the city in mountains that get almost no natural snowfall.
Saudi Arabia is creating a ski resort with a man-made lake near the futuristic city Project Neom and preparing to host the 2029 Asian Winter Games.

    


In Switzerland, the federal weather office has said Alpine glaciers have lost about 60% of their volume since 1850.
"The thawing of frozen ground in mountain, arctic and sub-arctic regions has direct consequences on the stability of infrastructures built on it, as well as contributing to increasing the amount of carbon in the atmosphere," the WMO said.

Less snow is falling at lower altitudes up to 800 meters (2,600 feet), with the number of snowfall days halved since 1970, the Geneva-based UN agency said.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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            Vancouver Canucks' Ty Mueller (39) carries the puck ahead of Edmonton Oilers' Connor McDavid (97) during the third period of a preseason NHL hockey game in Edmonton, Alberta, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024. (Amber Bracken/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            FILE - Edmonton Oilers forward Connor McDavid (97) congratulates Florida Panthers forward Aleksander Barkov (16) after Florida won Game 7 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Final in Sunrise, Fla., Monday, June 24, 2024. (Nathan Denette/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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            Edmonton Oilers' Conor McDavid (97) and Zach Hyman (18) look on NHL hockey training camp in Edmonton, Alberta, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (Amber Bracken/The Canadian Press via AP)
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                                        The NHL season begins in Prague, makes a stop in Finland in November and there are more than 1,200 games to be played around North America.
The Florida Panthers raise their first Stanley Cup championship banner and the Utah Hockey Club plays its first game since moving from Arizona as part of a tripleheader to truly debut the season on Oct. 8. Not long after, San Jose hopes to see the debut of No. 1 pick Macklin Celebrini.
What follows is a six-month dash to the playoffs until the final day of the regular season on April 17. Alex Ovechkin is 42 goals away from breaking Wayne Gretzky's career record, while Connor McDavid, Nathan MacKinnon and Auston Matthews are again expected to be in the MVP race. 
The Stanley Cup could be handed out as late as June 23. The Panthers and Edmonton Oilers, who lost by one goal in Game 7 of the final, are among the favorites.

    


Here's what you need to know going into hockey season, as AP Hockey Writers John Wawrow and Stephen Whyno predict the NHL's playoff-bound teams, finalists, Cup champion and award winners.
On the hot seat
Wawrow: A driven new owner who has opened the purse strings, coupled with high expectations in Salt Lake City, place the focus on coach Andre Tourigny to get Utah off to a good start after years of slogging through the season in Arizona.




Whyno: Mike Sullivan is undoubtedly one of the best coaches in hockey, but it has been seven years since the second of Pittsburgh's back-to-back titles. Penguins ownership wants to fight father time and keep winning, and second-year president of hockey operations Kyle Dubas only has so many levers to pull with an aging core after missing the playoffs in consecutive seasons. A new voice behind the bench is one of them.
Award picks

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hart Trophy (MVP)
Wawrow: McDavid, the Edmonton star. Yes again, for a fourth time in nine years.
Whyno: Leon Draisaitl, the other Edmonton star. The German was MVP in 2020 when the pandemic cut the season short and he is fresh off signing a long-term contract extension. He had more than 100 points for the seventh time in five years.

    


Vezina Trophy (top goaltender)
Wawrow: If Tampa Bay makes the playoffs, it should be Andrei Vasilevskiy. Otherwise, let's go with Igor Shesterkin of the New York Rangers.
Whyno: Going way off the board here with Utah's Connor Ingram, who should have a better team in front of him that could make the playoffs.
Norris Trophy (top defenseman)
Wawrow: With all the additions in Music City, Predators captain Roman Josi has a chance to retake center stage.
Whyno: Colorado's Cale Makar is always a safe bet here, and there is no more unique player in the sport given what he can do from the blue line.
Calder Trophy (top rookie)
Wawrow: Logan Stankoven had six goals and 14 points in 24 games in his NHL debut with the Dallas Stars last season. That's a good head start on an all-rookie season.
Whyno: Lane Hutson is an undersized defenseman entering the league with big expectations -- in two languages because he's playing in Montreal. He'll have the English and French hype train going with the Canadiens and has the sublime skill to make it all worthy.

    


Who makes the playoffs?
Eastern Conference
Wawrow: Atlantic: Toronto, Florida, Detroit. Metropolitan: Carolina, New York Rangers, New Jersey. Wild cards: Boston, Buffalo.
Whyno: Atlantic: Florida, Tampa Bay, Toronto. Metropolitan: New Jersey, Carolina, New York Rangers. Wild cards: Boston, Detroit.
Western Conference
Wawrow: Central: Dallas, Nashville, Colorado. Pacific: Edmonton, Vegas, Vancouver. Wild cards: Seattle, Winnipeg.
Whyno: Central: Dallas, Colorado, Nashville. Pacific: Edmonton, Vegas, Vancouver. Wild cards: Winnipeg, Utah.
Who wins the Stanley Cup?

Wawrow: Toronto not only makes its first Stanley Cup Final appearance since winning it all in 1967, but beats Edmonton in an all-Canadian Cup matchup.
Whyno: McDavid, Draisaitl and the Oilers cannot be denied. And they beat the Leafs in the process.
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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            Denver Broncos offensive tackle Garett Bolles (72) reacts after defeating the New York Jets in an NFL football game, Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            Las Vegas Raiders wide receiver Davante Adams is tackled by Carolina Panthers cornerback Jaycee Horn during the first half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Denver Broncos quarterback Bo Nix (10) reacts after throwing his first touchdown pass against the New York Jets during the third quarter of an NFL football game, Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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                                        ENGLEWOOD, Colo. (AP) -- A year after ending an ignominious losing streak against the Kansas City Chiefs, the Denver Broncos are out to extinguish another embarrassing skid Sunday when they host the Las Vegas Raiders.
Kansas City has owned the AFC West for eight years while the Raiders and Broncos have spent that time taking turns as the dregs of the division.
Yet, the Broncos (2-2) have lost eight straight times to the Raiders (2-2), a string of defeats that's as perplexing as any one-sided series in the NFL given how evenly matched the teams have been the last several seasons.

    


Take away games against each other and the Raiders are 24-35 since 2020 and the Broncos are 25-33.
It's one thing to lose to the Chiefs and Patrick Mahomes 16 times in a row as Denver did before an emphatic 24-9 win over Kansas City last season.
It's quite another to get schooled year in and year out by the likes of Aiden O'Connell, Jimmy Garoppolo and Derek Carr, who won his last six starts against the Broncos after starting out 5-6 against them.
The Broncos' last win in storied AFC West rivalry came on Dec. 29, 2019, when Shelby Harris' knockdown of Carr's 2-point pass to an open Hunter Renfrow with 7 seconds left preserved Denver's 16-15 victory on the final weekend of the regular season.





    


That put an emphatic end to the Raiders' dim playoff hopes and ended Oakland's run as an NFL city. The Raiders moved to Las Vegas the following year and have won all four home games against the Broncos since then and by an average score of 28-16 and all four games in Denver by an average of 26-19.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Raiders are dealing with both injury (Maxx Crosby missed his first career game Sunday) and intrigue (Will Davante Adams get traded?).

    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


The Raiders swear Adams' situation won't matter come kickoff and besides, high drama always seems to galvanize them when it comes to playing the Broncos.

    


Left tackle Garett Bolles, the longest-tenured Bronco, said Wednesday the losing streak to the Raiders isn't something he's even thinking about.
"We have a game Sunday at 2:05 on Fox at Mile High Stadium," Bolles said. "That's just our job. That's what I have to focus on. I don't really focus on the buzz ... you don't focus on what's happened in the past or this or that. You just stay the course and get ready for four quarters. It's going to be a battle. It always is with them."
And for the last eight meetings, the Raiders have come out victorious.
Loss No. 8: 27-14 in Las Vegas on Jan. 7, 2024:
Jarrett Stidham made his second straight start in place of the benched Russell Wilson and got knocked down 16 times with five sacks. Stidham finished 1-1 and returned to backup duty this summer behind rookie Bo Nix.

    


Loss No. 7: 17-16 in Denver
 on Sept. 10, 2023:

Garoppolo threw two touchdown passes to fellow newcomer Jakobi Meyers in their Las Vegas debut and the Raiders spoiled Sean Payton's first game as Denver's coach. Payton began his Denver tenure with a failed onside kick.

    


Loss No. 6: 22-16 (OT) in Denver on Nov. 20, 2022:
Carr hit Adams with a 35-yard TD pass on the third play of OT. The Raiders tied it on Daniel Carlson's short field goal thanks to a crucial blunder by Wilson, whose throwaway pass instead of a slide on third down left the Raiders plenty of time.
Loss No. 5: 32-23 in Las Vegas on Oct. 2, 2022:
Josh Jacobs ran for a career-best 144 yards and two touchdowns and was the star in an emphatic sealing drive that gave Josh McDaniels his first win as a head coach since being fired by Denver in 2010.
Loss No. 4: 17-13 in Las Vegas
 on Dec. 26, 2021:
Las Vegas won despite three turnovers when Jacobs rushed for 129 yards and the Raiders' defense dominated. It was 9 for 10 in stopping Denver on third down and limited the Broncos to a mere 18 yards on the ground.
Loss No. 3: 34-24 in Denver
 on Oct. 17, 2021:

Jon Gruden's red-faced resignation didn't unravel the Raiders as Carr threw for 341 yards and two TDs and Crosby making three sacks, giving longtime special teams coordinator Rich Bisaccia a win in his debut as interim head coach.
Loss No. 2: 32-31 in Denver
 on Jan. 3, 2021:
Gruden got his first win in Denver in eight tries when Darren Waller hauled in Carr's 2-point conversion pass in the final minute and Crosby blocked Brandon McManus' 63-yard field goal try in the closing seconds. 
Loss No. 1: 37-12 in Las Vegas on Nov. 15, 2020:

Jacobs ran for 112 yards and two TDs and Jeff Heath intercepted two of Drew Lock's passes. The Raiders came into the game last in the league with five takeaways and doubled that total in one afternoon.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            Alabama wide receiver Ryan Williams (2) makes a difficult bobbled catch with Georgia defensive back Malaki Starks (24) defending during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt)
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            Alabama defensive back Zabien Brown (2) makes the game-clinching interception in front of Georgia wide receiver Colbie Young (8) in the final minute of the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            Texas quarterback Arch Manning (16) is pressured by Mississippi State linebacker Stone Blanton during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Austin, Texas, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Oklahoma quarterback Michael Hawkins Jr. (9) throws a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Auburn, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Auburn, Ala. (AP Photo/Butch Dill)
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            Oklahoma quarterback Michael Hawkins Jr. (9) breaks free for a touchdown against Auburn during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Auburn, Ala. (AP Photo/Butch Dill)
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            LSU running back Caden Durham (29) runs for a touchdown in the second half of an NCAA college football game in Baton Rouge, La., Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024. LSU won 34-17. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


AUSTIN, Texas (AP) -- The kids in the SEC are more than alright.
From quarterbacks to pass catchers and pass rushers, from 17-year-olds to second-year freshmen, the Southeastern Conference has seen an explosion of young talent emerging as the league's top playmakers. Some were pressed into duty because of injuries, while some just could not be kept off the field. 
And they are not just doing it for teams begging for fresh talent to step up. Some have delivered big plays for conference and national championship contenders.
At Alabama, it was 17-year-old wide receiver Ryan Williams and cornerback Zabien Brown making the big plays in the final moments of a wild 41-34 win over Georgia that propelled the Crimson Tide to No. 1 in the AP Top 25. At No. 2 Texas, backup quarterback Arch Manning directed the program's first SEC victory, over Mississippi State, while edge rusher Colin Simmons delivered two sacks and three more tackles for losses.

    


Manning, Simmons, Williams and Brown were all top recruits. Yet it is the mental edge that typically gets freshmen on the field and succeeding quickly, Texas coach Steve Sarkisian said.




"So many young players come in, they're the best player on their high school team. The best player in their league, maybe in their state, or maybe the best player in the country," Sarkisian said, speaking of the players at Texas. "The willingness to say, 'I'm not going to settle where I'm at right now.' ... Nobody walks in as an instant starter.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The guys that can grasp that idea and start working, and not worry where they are on the depth chart" are going to find a way on the field, Sarkisian said.
Alabama duo
Williams and Brown both wear No. 2 for the Crimson Tide and delivered the two game-winning plays against Georgia: Williams' go-ahead 75-yard touchdown catch and Brown's game-saving end zone interception. 
Williams, who reclassified as a recruit to enter college a year early, will still only be 17 when the season ends. Yet he has already teamed with quarterback Jalen Milroe to become one of the most electric pass-catch combinations in the country. Williams has led Alabama in receiving in all four games, and has 16 catches for 462 yards and five touchdowns. Brown's interception was his first of the season.

    


Williams was first-year Alabama coach Kalen DeBoer's top recruiting target when he left his old job at Washington. Williams had initially committed to Alabama but opened up his recruiting when Nick Saban retired. DeBoer called him from the plane to Tuscaloosa.
"These guys are fun to coach every single day," DeBoer said. "Two No. 2s out there. Two freshmen. It was fun celebrating with those guys in the locker room. My team loves the way they work everyday."
Texas two-step
Manning spent 2023 as a redshirt year of learning behind starter Quinn Ewers, and has stepped in the last three games after Ewers was injured. He has more than delivered on the hype that comes with being the grandson of NFL Hall of Fame quarterback Archie Manning and the nephew of Super Bowl-winning quarterbacks Peyton and Eli Manning.

    


Arch Manning has passed for 901 yards and nine touchdowns and has a 67-yard TD run. Yet Manning knows he's likely headed back to the bench once Ewers is recovered from an abdominal strain. Ewers could return for Texas' next game against rival Oklahoma on Oct. 12. 
"Quinn has proven himself. This is his team," Manning said. "I think he'll come back and play really well."
Simmons leads Texas with four sacks and six tackles for losses on a defense that allows just seven points a game. Texas has surrendered just three touchdowns this season. 
"Juice and energy, the young bull's got a lot of that off the edge," Texas linebacker David Gbenda said.
Quarterback shuffle
Oklahoma and Texas A&M have turned to freshmen quarterbacks to rescue their offenses after ineffective play and an injury.
Oklahoma coach Brent Venables benched starter Jackson Arnold halfway through a dismal SEC-opening loss to Tennessee, giving the offense to untested true freshman Michael Hawkins Jr. Hawkins's first start was a 27-21, come-from-behind road victory at Auburn that included his 48-yard touchdown run. 

    


At Texas A&M, redshirt freshman Marcel Reed is 3-0 as a starter with two SEC victories after Connor Weigman was sidelined with a shoulder injury. Reed may start again Saturday when the No. 25 Aggies play No. 9 Missouri. 
Tiger cub
Freshman running back Caden Durham did not play in LSU's season-opening loss to Southern California. Now the Tigers might wish he did.
His 98 yards and two TDs on 11 carries were a crucial part of a comeback win at South Carolina after LSU trailed 17-0. He had 217 yards from scrimmage and two touchdowns against South Alabama, all in the first half. The performance was highlighted by his 71-yard touchdown on a swing pass and 86-yard run to set up another score on his first two touches. 

    


At 5-foot-9 and 205 pounds, Durham is a strong, fast and compact runner whose role in the Tigers offense is growing every week.
"He's just got elite speed," LSU coach Brian Kelly said.
___
AP Sports Writers John Zenor in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, Cliff Brunt in Oklahoma City, and Brett Martel in New Orleans contributed.
___
The story corrects Caden Durham's name from Caleb.
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


SMU (4-1, 1-0 ACC) at No. 22 Louisville (3-1, 0-0), Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (ESPN).
BetMGM College Football Odds: Louisville by 61/2.
Series record: SMU leads, 2-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
SMU and Louisville meet for the first time since 1984 with the winner grabbing a share of first place in the ACC. The Mustangs made an emphatic ACC debut by blowing out struggling Florida State 42-16 at home. They now seek a 2-0 start against last season's conference runner-up, which aims to regroup from a mistake-laden 31-24 non-conference loss at No. 14 Notre Dame. Louisville committed three first-half turnovers leading to 10 points and yielded three sacks. The Cardinals still had a chance to at least tie in the final minute but was penalized for a delay of game before turning the ball over on downs.
KEY MATCHUP
SMU outgained FSU 458-285, including 204 yards rushing, and rank 55th nationally (419.4 per game) in total offense. The Mustangs are also 27th in rushing (205.6) thanks to Miami transfer Rashard Smith (509, seven TDs) but face a Louisville defense that allows just 94.8 on the ground (T-23rd) and stands 17th overall (271.5). Though the Cardinals allowed Notre Dame to convert three takeaways into 17 points on short fields, they stayed close by holding the Irish to one TD and 130 yards after halftime. They must keep SMU's ground game in check and deny the balance that has served the Mustangs well the past two weeks.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
SMU quarterback Kevin Jennings is coming off a career-best 254-yard, three-touchdown passing performance against FSU for six total this season with one interception. He has completed 63% of his passes for 733 yards and rushed for 149 with one score. The sophomore completed 16 of 23 against the Seminoles.




Louisville kicker Brock Travelstead has two of the school's longest field goals after converting a record 56-yarder at Notre Dame that surpassed his 53-yarder last season. Travelstead is 4 of 7 this season with two misses from over 50 yards.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Smith is tied for 13th nationally in rushing and seventh with 7.3 yards per carry. He had 129 yards and a TD on 17 carries against FSU. ... Linebacker Kobe Wilson earned ACC weekly honors after making seven stops with a school record-tying 82-yard interception return for a TD. ... The Mustangs' plus-seven turnover margin is tied for ninth in FBS. Louisville is tied for 31st at plus-three and committed its first turnovers of the season last week. ... Cardinals WR Ja'Corey Brooks leads the ACC with 92 yards per game.
__
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                                        Indianapolis (2-2) at Jacksonville (0-4)
Sunday, 1 p.m. EDT, CBS
BetMGM NFL Odds: Jaguars by 3.

    


Against the spread: Indianapolis 3-1; Jacksonville 2-2.
Series record: Colts lead 27-19.
Last meeting: Jaguars won 37-20 on Oct. 15, 2023, in Jacksonville.
Last week: Jaguars lost at Texans 24-20; Colts beat Steelers 27-24.
Colts offense: overall (15), rush (9), pass (21), scoring (16).

    


Colts defense: overall (32), rush (31), pass (26), scoring (14T).
Jaguars offense: overall (25), rush (13), pass (28), scoring (29T).
Jaguars defense: overall (30), rush (10), pass (31), scoring (30).
Turnover differential: Colts even, Jaguars minus-2.

    


Colts player to watch
Joe Flacco. The 39-year-old quarterback replaced injured starter Anthony Richardson (hip) against Pittsburgh and played well in his Colts debut. He completed 16 of 26 passes for 168 yards, with two touchdowns and no interceptions. Flacco is 4-4 against Jacksonville, including a 31-27 victory with Cleveland last December. Flacco completed 26 of 45 passes for 311 yards, with three TDs and an INT.
Jaguars player to watch
Pro Bowl TE Evan Engram is expected to return after missing the past three games with a strained hamstring. Engram injured himself during pregame warmups in Week 2 and was unable to go. He returned to practice Wednesday and should be cleared barring a setback. Engram caught 114 passes for 963 yards and four TDs in 2023.

    






Key matchup
Travis Etienne and Tank Bigsby versus an Indy defense that ranks 31st in the league against the run, allowing 164.8 yards a game on the ground. Etienne and Bigsby have been bright spots for the Jaguars, leading the way on a unit that ranks second in the NFL by averaging 5.74 yards per rushing attempt.
Key injuries

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Colts finished last week's game without eight starters: Richardson, RB Jonathan Taylor (ankle), C Ryan Kelly (neck), CB JuJu Brents (knee), DT DeForest Buckner (ankle), DE Samson Ebukam (Achilles tendon), CB Kenny Moore II (hip) and DE Kwity Paye (quadricep). Brents, Buckner and Ebukam are all on injured reserve and won't play. ... The Jaguars likely will be without DE Josh Hines-Allen (concussion). LB Devin Lloyd (knee) also missed practice Wednesday. And Jacksonville has four players -- Etienne, Bigsby, WR Gabe Davis and CB Jarrian Jones -- dealing with shoulder injuries.

    


Series notes

    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Jacksonville swept the series last season, giving the Jags wins in 10 of the past 16 meetings. ... The Jaguars have won the past nine home games against Indy, including one that was played in London. ... A season-ending loss at the Jags in 2021 prevented the Colts from making the playoffs. ... Jacksonville won the 2020 season opener against Indy, then dropped its remaining 15 games.
Stats and stuff

Indianapolis has consecutive wins. ... The Colts are tied for third in the NFL with 20 rushes of 10 or more yards and are tied for fourth with 17 total plays of 20 or more yards. ... Richardson has made eight career starts but has only finished four of them. ... Taylor has rushed for 100 yards twice this season and is ranked fifth in the league with 349 yards on the ground. He's scored in three of the four games and needs two more TD runs to pass Tom Matte (45) for the third most in franchise history. ... WR Michael Pittman Jr. had six catches for 113 yards, both season highs, in last week's victory. ... Alec Pierce is averaging a league-best 23.4 yards per catch. ... LB E.J. Speed has had eight consecutive games with double-digit tackles, tying him with Hall of Fame LB Zach Thomas for the NFL's longest streak since 1987. ... Speed and S Nick Cross share the lead league in tackles with 47. ... The Jaguars will induct former coach Tom Coughlin into the franchise's ring of honor at halftime. Coughlin will join OT Tony Boselli, WR Jimmy Smith, RB Fred Taylor and QB Mark Brunell alongside original team owners Wayne and Delores Weaver in the "Pride of the Jaguars." ... Jacksonville will debut "Prowler Throwback" uniforms in honor of the franchise's 30th season. ... The Jags are the NFL's only winless team. They have dropped nine of 10 going back to last season. ... Trevor Lawrence has lost nine consecutive starts, the longest current streak in the NFL. He has been at his best against Indy, going 4-1 with a QB rating of at least 90 in each of the past five games. 
Fantasy tip
Jacksonville's Christian Kirk has been targeted 22 times the past two games, leading to 15 receptions for 140 yards and a touchdown.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 1 Alabama (4-0, 1-0 SEC) at Vanderbilt (2-2, 0-1), Saturday, 4:15 p.m. ET (SEC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Alabama by 23 1/2.
Series record: Alabama leads 63-18-4
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Now that Alabama is ranked No. 1 for the first time since 2022, the trick is holding onto that top spot -- as SEC rivals Georgia and Texas have found out. The Crimson Tide rose three spots after a 41-34 win over the then-No. 2 and previous-No. 1 Bulldogs It is the 16th season of the last 17 that Alabama has made it to the top, with 2023 the only exception. The Commodores are trying once again to pull off a huge upset. They flirted with one last week, taking No. 9 Missouri into a second overtime before falling 30-27. The Commodores haven't beaten Alabama on the field since 1984. 
KEY MATCHUP
The Commodores did a decent job containing the Tigers' Brady Cook-to-Luther Burden III connection. But now they'll face the big-play threat combo of Alabama quarterback Jalen Milroe and freshman wide receiver Ryan Williams. Vandy ranks 71st nationally giving up 212 yards passing per game. Williams leads the nation with an average of 28.9 yards per catch and has five touchdowns, including a late 75-yarder that gave Alabama the lead for good against Georgia. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Alabama: All eyes are on Milroe, who emerged as the Heisman Trophy favorite after his superb performance against Georgia. Milroe has accounted for 18 touchdowns (10 passing and eight rushing) already this season, and he is rated No. 2 in passing efficiency.




Vanderbilt: QB Diego Pavia, a New Mexico State transfer, has passed for 721 yards and six touchdowns without an interception. He has also run for 279 yards and two scores.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Alabama has won the last 23 games against Vanderbilt, and 23 straight over unranked opponents. The last unranked team to beat the Tide was Texas A&M on Oct. 9, 2021. ... This will be the ninth Top 10 opponent Vanderbilt has played under coach Clark lea. ... The Tide defense has allowed just 11 third-down conversions in 64 attempts, a 17.1% rate that is second in FBS. ... Vandy has already played two overtime games, the most since 1998. The Commodores opened with a 34-27 OT win over Virginia Tech. ... Vandy leads the SEC and ranks 10th nationally with 21.3 yards per punt return, led by Martel Hight.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football.
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                                        SHIZUOKA, Japan (AP) -- Randy Bintang of Indonesia bogeyed his opening hole Thursday and followed with six birdies, giving him a 5-under 65 and a one-shot lead after the first round of the Asia-Pacific Amateur Championship.
Bintang, who won the Indonesia Amateur Championship in February, led by one shot at Taiheiyo Club Gotemba over Taishi Moto and Rintaro Nakano of Japan, and Wang Ngai Shen of Hong Kong.
The Asia-Pacific Amateur is in its 15th year and offers the winner a spot at the Masters next April and the British Open next year at Royal Portrush.
"This is the biggest amateur tournament ever played, and this is my third year," Bintang said. "I'm just starting to play my best."
Jasper Stubbs of Australia, the defending champion, opened with a 72.
It was a strong start by the Japanese. Nakano played bogey-free, picking up an eagle on the par-5 third. Moto took bogey at No. 10 to start his round and he had a double bogey on the par-4 16th. But he had five birdies on the front nine to recover nicely.

Two other Japanese, Koichiro Furuse and Shu Fukuzumi, were in the group at 67 that includes Wenyi Ding of China, a former U.S. Junior Amateur champion who is No. 5 in the world amateur ranking.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/asia-pacific-amateur-masters-british-open-bintang-944088e5638f19ff2725b768d7bf1e9b



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    No. 11 USC takes momentum on road to Minnesota after 2nd half surge against Wisconsin | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



No. 11 USC takes momentum on road to Minnesota after 2nd half surge against Wisconsin

    No. 11 USC takes momentum on road to Minnesota after 2nd half surge against Wisconsin

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Southern California quarterback Miller Moss passes during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Wisconsin, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Minnesota quarterback Max Brosmer (16) looks to pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Michigan, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Ann Arbor, Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        No. 11 USC takes momentum on road to Minnesota after 2nd half surge against Wisconsin

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Southern California quarterback Miller Moss passes during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Wisconsin, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    Southern California quarterback Miller Moss passes during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Wisconsin, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Minnesota quarterback Max Brosmer (16) looks to pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Michigan, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Ann Arbor, Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    Minnesota quarterback Max Brosmer (16) looks to pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Michigan, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Ann Arbor, Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 11 Southern California (3-1, 1-1 Big Ten) at Minnesota (2-3, 0-2), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (Big Ten Network).
BetMGM College Football Odds: USC by 81/2.
Series record: USC leads 6-1-1.
What's at stake?
The theme of 11th-ranked USC's entry into Big Ten play has so far been slow starts and fast finishes. The Trojans trailed 21-10 in the third quarter at Michigan in a 27-24 loss on Sept. 21 and were losing at halftime last week to Wisconsin 21-10 before a four-touchdown surge in the second half on the way to a 38-21 win. The Gophers lost to the 10th-ranked Wolverines last week by the same score as USC. Their fourth-quarter rally was thwarted by a dubious offside penalty on what would've been a successful onside kick recovery in Michigan territory with 1:37 left. 
Key matchup
USC QB Miller Moss vs. Minnesota pass defense. Moss posted his second 300-yard passing game of the season for the Trojans last week against Wisconsin while connecting with nine different receivers. The Gophers under first-year defensive coordinator Corey Hetherman have played remarkably well on defense, save for a shaky second half against Iowa on Sept. 21 that was dominated by Big Ten rushing leader Kaleb Johnson. The Gophers are tied for the Big Ten lead with eight interceptions, too.

    


Players to watch
USC: WR Ja'Kobi Lane. The sophomore had 10 catches for 105 yards, both career highs, with two touchdowns last week against Wisconsin. His second scoring grab came on third-and-goal in the third quarter to pull the Trojans within 21-17.




Minnesota: DB/PR Koi Perich. The true freshman from Esko, a small town in northern Minnesota, was the most heralded member of this year's recruiting class. Perich has been working in as a backup safety on defense and quickly become an impact player on special teams, with two punt returns at Michigan totaling 82 yards. 
Facts & figures

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While this is their first meeting as Big Ten teams, USC has played before at Huntington Bank Stadium, which opened in 2009. The Trojans won at Minnesota 32-23 on Sept. 18, 2010. ... Sixth-year USC kicker Michael Lantz spent the first three seasons of his college career at Minnesota. He went 8 for 11 on field goals and 47 for 49 on extra points in 2019 as the Gophers finished 11-2. ... USC is the runaway Big Ten leader in pass attempts per game (43.8) and also leads the FBS in that category. ... Trojans RB Woody Marks is sixth in the Big Ten with an average of 112.3 yards from scrimmage per game. 
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football.
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TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) -- Dabo Swinney had just been named Clemson's interim head coach in 2008, replacing Tommy Bowden, when he got a phone call from Tommy's dad, Florida State coach Bobby Bowden.
"Bobby, he called me the night of the interim and just was like, 'Hey, all the Bowdens are pulling for you,' even though I know we're going to play them in a couple of weeks," Swinney recalled earlier this week. "It was just this weird, weird dynamic."
Swinney picked up his first win over Boston College and a week later would play at Florida State. When Swinney and Bowden faced off for the first time on Nov. 8, 2008, they didn't know each other well but became friends (Bowden was known as a letter writer and often wrote Swinney). The night before the game, the Swinneys and Bowdens ran into each other at a Tallahassee restaurant.
"He was amazing," Swinney said. "He was so gracious and just kind. ... I have a picture in my office of Will (Dabo's oldest son) and Bobby Bowden and me. And at that point, I had one career win."

    


Now in Year 17 at Clemson, Swinney is seeking his 174th career victory -- which would surpass Bowden for the most wins at a school in the ACC. Bowden has 377 NCAA-recognized wins, but 173 came with the Seminoles in the ACC from when they joined the league in 1992 to his retirement in 2009.




Swinney is in position to take the record on Saturday when the No. 15 Tigers (3-1, 2-0 Atlantic Coast Conference) play at struggling Florida State (1-4, 1-3) in Tallahassee. While it's well known as Doak Campbell Stadium, Swinney would earn the record-breaker on Bobby Bowden Field.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Clemson-Florida State rivalry has often been a decisive one for the driver's seat in the ACC race. While Florida State used an overtime win at Clemson last September to take control in the league race and eventually claim the ACC title, this year's matchup lacks firepower with the Seminoles struggling start and the injury to quarterback DJ Uiagalelei, who played at Clemson from 2020-22 but will miss Saturday's game.

    


Go with Glenn
Florida State will turn to redshirt freshman quarterback Brock Glenn to make his third career start. Glenn begins his career starting against three teams ranked in the AP's top 15, following up fill-in starts against Louisville and Georgia in 2023.
"They've given me good game experience," Glenn said. "Just seeing how fast the speed of the game is in a real game has helped a lot. That's helped me translate it to practice as well."
The 6-foot-2, 215-pound Glenn is an athletic quarterback but must be more precise -- he's completed just 34% of his passes -- and Seminoles receivers can't keep dropping passes, which has been a season-long issue.
Dominance in the ACC
Clemson or Florida State have played in the ACC title game in 14 of the last 15 seasons. The Tigers have made nine championship game appearances under Swinney, claiming titles in 2011, 2015-2020 and 2022. Florida State won ACC titles in 2012-14 as well as last December.
Injury report
Offensive guard Richie Leonard, who made three starts, will miss the rest of the season because of injury, Florida State coach Mike Norvell announced. Florida State's offensive line has been banged up and could start a sixth different offensive line combination on Saturday.

    


Ray of sunshine
Florida State hasn't had much of any success in 2024 and languishes among the lowest teams in many FBS rankings. One bright spot: The Seminoles are tied for eighth in the FBS in sacks (16), with defensive ends Patrick Payton (four) and Marvin Jones Jr. (three) leading the team.
Lasting friendship
Clemson safety R.J. Mickens was Uiagalelei's roommate for a time at Clemson and he keeps in touch with him every so often. He thought it would've been a fun matchup with him at quarterback this week if not for Uiagalelei's injury. "I'm proud of him and all he's had to overcome," Mickens said.
___
AP Sports Writer Pete Iacobelli in Clemson, S.C., contributed to this report.
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 15 Clemson (3-1, 2-0 ACC) at Florida State (1-4, 1-3), Saturday, 7 p.m. ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Clemson by 14 1/2.
Series record: Florida State 21-15.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Clemson seeks a fourth straight win and third consecutive in ACC play while giving coach Dabo Swinney his 174th career win, which would surpass Florida State legend Bobby Bowden for the league record for career wins (173 of Bowden's wins came when the Seminoles joined the ACC in 1992 through his retirement in 2009). The Seminoles won the ACC title in 2023 but have been a major disappointment and struggled in a 42-16 road loss to SMU.
KEY MATCHUP
Redshirt freshman Brock Glenn will make his third career start and all three have come against top-20 opponents (Louisville in the 2023 ACC title game, Georgia in the Orange Bowl). Glenn and the Seminoles' offensive line will face a talented Clemson front, although the Tigers have generated just eight sacks. Clemson is 82nd in the FBS allowing 25.8 points, but that's deceiving considering the Tigers jumped in front of NC State 45-7 at halftime before putting backups into the game and still cruising to a 59-35 win.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Florida State: RB Lawrance Toafili has 214 of Florida State's 326 yards rushing in 2024. The redshirt senior has carried the load, especially in the absence of injured Alabama transfer Roydell Williams. Toafili has 1,653 career rushing yards.




Clemson: QB Cade Klubnik is completing a career-best 66.4% of his passes for 984 yards, 12 touchdowns and just two interceptions. Klubnik has 43 career touchdowns (33 passing and 10 rushing).
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Clemson had won seven straight in the series before Florida State's 31-24 overtime win at Death Valley in September 2023 ... Clemson is looking to surpass 400 offensive yards in four straight games, but Florida State hasn't hit 300 offensive yards in its first five games ... Warrick Dunn, who accumulated 3,959 rushing yards from 1993-96, will be honored during Saturday's game. Dunn will be inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- Sixth-ranked Coco Gauff again made a slow start and had to rally to beat Ukrainian qualifier Yuliia Starodubtseva 2-6, 6-2, 6-2 to make the China Open semifinals on Thursday for a second straight year.
Gauff will next play Paula Badosa of Spain, who ended local wild card Zhang Shuai's unexpected run at the title.
The No. 115-ranked Yuliia Starodubtseva -- who will crack the top 100 for the first time on Monday -- had not lost a set in her three matches this week and quickly took the lead, making 10 winners and holding Gauff to zero in an error-strewn first set for the American.
Gauff also lost the first set against Naomi Osaka in the previous round before Osaka retired because of a lower back injury.
Starodubtseva last month became the first woman in the Open era to qualify for all four Grand Slam tournaments in the same year, and former U.S. Open champion Gauff found a response against her.

    


Gauff saved two break points in her opening service game of the second set. A service break propelled her ahead 3-1. After another narrow escape on her next service game, Gauff lost only three more games for the rest of the quarterfinal.




"I can't control how I play or how she plays, but I can just try to control my mindset and commit to the process," Gauff said.
Zhang's drought-busting week came to a shuddering halt as Badosa continued her own resurgence in a 6-1, 7-6 (4) victory in their quarterfinal.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Spaniard has won 28 of her last 35 matches dating to May and made the semifinals of three of her past five tournaments. There was also a run to the U.S. Open quarterfinals last month.
But the story of the week has been the 35-year-old Zhang, who entered the China Open on a 24-match losing streak -- the second longest in the Open era -- and ranked No. 595. She didn't drop a set in four previous matches this week.
The Chinese wild card had no answer, though, to Badosa's fast start as the Spaniard made three service breaks to comfortably claim the opening set.

    


It was much closer in the second set as Badosa found herself down 3-1. She rallied and edged Zhang in the tiebreak.
Shanghai Masters
Italy's Matteo Berrettini bounced back from the disappointment of an injury ending his Japan Open last week by squeezing past Christopher O'Connell 7-6, (9) 7-6 (6) in the Shanghai first round.
The Italian, who retired with an abdominal injury in the second round in Tokyo last Friday, had his fitness given a stern examination by the Australian in a lung-busting match lasting two hours, 13 minutes. 
Next up for the former Wimbledon finalist is No. 14-ranked Holger Rune.
Other first-round winners included Marcos Giron, David Goffin, Jaume Munar, Zhou Yi, Jakub Mensik and Miomir Kecmanovic.

The 32 seeded players received a first-round bye, including top-ranked Jannik Sinner and second-ranked Carlos Alcaraz, who won the China Open against the Italian on Wednesday. Sinner starts against Taro Daniel of Japan, and Alcaraz faces Shang Juncheng of China.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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            Oklahoma State quarterback Alan Bowman runs the ball during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Kansas State Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Manhattan, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Oklahoma State wide receiver Brennan Presley (80) runs past Utah linebacker Sione Fotu (12) in the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Stillwater, Okla. (AP Photo/Mitch Alcala)
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            Oklahoma State running back Ollie Gordon II catches a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Kansas State Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Manhattan, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            West Virginia's Garrett Greene (6) rushes downfield with the ball against Kansas during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Morgantown, W.Va. (Benjamin Powell/The Dominion-Post via AP)
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            West Virginia defenders tackle Kansas running back Devin Neal, right, during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Morgantown, W.Va. (Benjamin Powell/The Dominion-Post via AP)
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            West Virginia's Garrett Greene (6) throws the ball downfield for a pass against Kansas during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Morgantown, W.Va. (Benjamin Powell/The Dominion-Post via AP)
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            West Virginia's Rodney Gallagher III (24) runs the ball down the side of the field against Kansas during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Morgantown, W.Va. (Benjamin Powell/The Dominion-Post via AP)
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            Oklahoma State wide receiver Brennan Presley (80) runs past Utah linebacker Sione Fotu (12) in the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Stillwater, Okla. (AP Photo/Mitch Alcala)
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            West Virginia's Garrett Greene (6) rushes downfield with the ball against Kansas during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Morgantown, W.Va. (Benjamin Powell/The Dominion-Post via AP)
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            West Virginia defenders tackle Kansas running back Devin Neal, right, during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Morgantown, W.Va. (Benjamin Powell/The Dominion-Post via AP)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


West Virginia (2-2, 1-0 Big 12) at Oklahoma State (3-2, 0-2), Saturday, 4 p.m. ET (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Oklahoma State by 4 1/2.
Series record: Oklahoma State leads 10-5.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Oklahoma State was picked to finish third in the Big 12 preseason poll and was expected to contend for a spot in the College Football Playoff. But the Cowboys have opened conference play with losses to Utah and Kansas State and are in danger of falling completely out of the league race. Running back Ollie Gordon II has gotten off to a relatively slow start this season but showed signs of regaining his form last week. West Virginia could emerge as a sleeper if it can pull out a win. Mountaineers coach Neal Brown would get a nice boost with a quality road win. 
KEY MATCHUP
Oklahoma State QB Alan Bowman vs. West Virginia secondary. Bowman, the seventh-year quarterback, ranks seventh in FBS with 1,537 yards passing. He occasionally makes mistakes, but he has ample opportunities to do damage with a group of talented receivers because defenses are so focused on Gordon. West Virginia has one of the worst pass defenses in the nation and it will be tested.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH:
West Virginia: RB Jahiem White. The 5-foot-7 sophomore has been limited to 194 yards on 37 carries in four games, an average of 48.5 yards. He led the Mountaineers with 842 rushing yards a year ago.




Oklahoma State: WR De'Zhaun Stribling. The big play threat has emerged as one of the nation's top playmakers. He ranks ninth in FBS with 502 yards receiving and averages 18.6 yards per catch. His presence has balanced Oklahoma State's passing game, creating space for receptions leader Brennan Presley on shorter routes. 
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

West Virginia has a 10-19 record on the road under Brown, including 10 losses by at least 17 points. The Mountaineers won 24-19 on their last trip to Stillwater, Oklahoma, in 2022. ... West Virginia allowed Gordon to rush for 282 yards and four TDs in a 48-34 win a year ago in Morgantown, West Virginia. ... The game will feature several of the Big 12's top tacklers. Oklahoma State's Trey Rucker and Nick Martin are 1-2 in total tackles, while West Virginia's T.J. Jackson leads the conference with 8.5 tackles for loss and has 3.5 sacks.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Minnesota head coach P.J. Fleck, left, hugs Michigan head coach Sherrone Moore after an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Ann Arbor, Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)
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            Michigan running back Kalel Mullings pulls away from Minnesota defensive back Aidan Gousby (7) during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Ann Arbor, Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)
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            Michigan running back Donovan Edwards (7) rushes during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Minnesota, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Ann Arbor, Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)
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            Washington quarterback Will Rogers (7) throws a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Rutgers, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024, in Piscataway, N.J. (Andrew Mills/NJ Advance Media via AP)
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Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


SEATTLE (AP) -- Less than nine months ago, Washington and Michigan met with a national championship on the line in a traditional matchup between the Pac-12 and Big Ten that evoked the history of those two conferences.
Fast forward to when the Huskies and 10th-ranked Wolverines meet on Saturday, and it'll be an early season matchup between Big Ten schools who look almost nothing like the teams that met in Houston last January.
Seemingly everything is different about this matchup between the schools versus that night when Michigan claimed its first national title since 1997 with a 34-13 victory over Washington.
This time around, the coaches are different. The quarterbacks are different. The rosters are dramatically different.
Perhaps the biggest difference of all? This is a conference game now with the Huskies part of the western expansion of the Big Ten.

    


"We got our work cut out for us. It's going to be a great atmosphere. I'd be shocked if it wasn't absolutely slammed in the stadium," Washington coach Jedd Fisch said.
Michigan (4-1, 2-0 Big Ten) will head away from Ann Arbor for the first time this season coming off consecutive 27-24 victories -- first over No. 11 USC and last week holding on late to knock off Minnesota.




The last time the Wolverines didn't leave home until their sixth game came in 2016.
"I think our players are excited to get on the road. It eliminates distractions, eliminates all the outside stuff, and you're kind of in your cocoon with your group," Michigan coach Sherrone Moore said. "I've seen a lot of guys come by the office and tell them, 'yeah, we're ready to get on the road. I'm ready to take this show on the road.'"

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Washington (3-2, 1-1) has dropped two of its last three games, including last week's 21-18 loss at Rutgers where the Huskies dominated possession and outgained the Scarlet Knights but were hurt by a combination of penalties, missed field goals and struggling in the red zone.

    


Despite losing across town at a neutral site to rival Washington State last month, the Huskies have won 17 straight games at Husky Stadium, the second-longest home win streak in the country.
"Certainly a team in the process of getting better. Certainly a team that has shown a lot of potential to be really good and as we're continuing to build the program the way we want it, I think we'll continue to see more and more flashes of that and less and less flashes of some negative plays here or there," Fisch said.
Passing Time
Michigan would like to start getting more from its pass game on offense. QB Alex Orji is 2-0 as a starter, but throwing the ball with any impact has been basically nonexistent for Michigan. Orji was 7 of 12 for 32 yards in the win over USC and last week against Minnesota was 10 of 18 for 86 yards and threw a fourth-quarter interception that sparked the Golden Gophers comeback.
Michigan has thrown for just 577 yards as a team through five games, and ranks 129th in the country in yards passing per game out of 133 teams.
"I think the best thing for guys is experience, especially at the quarterback spot," Moore said. "So those guys get experience, they get better. They take steps forward. So I look forward for him to take a step forward this week."

    


Ground Game
Both Washington and Michigan feature exceptional running backs.
The Wolverines ran over the Huskies in the championship game and it was primarily Donovan Edwards leading the charge rushing for 104 yards and two TDs in that game. Edwards is back, but it's primarily been Kalel Mullings as the lead back for Michigan through five games. Mullings has topped 100 yards and had two rushing TDs in each of the past three games.
For Washington, it's been Jonah Coleman that's carried the load. Coleman has quietly been one of the top running backs in the country so far. Coleman had 148 yards and averaged 9.3 yards per carry against Rutgers, his third 100-yard game of the season. Having that kind of success will be tougher against the Wolverines, who are giving up just 2.8 yards per rush.
Rare Meeting
This is the first time in the College Football Playoff era that the championship game participants have met in the following regular season and in a conference game, no less. In 2018, Georgia and Alabama met a year after the teams played for the title, but that came in the SEC championship game.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- About 19 months after Nick Sirianni led the Eagles to the Super Bowl, almost 10 months since they stood at 10-1 and after an offseason shakeup of offensive and defensive coordinators, the fourth-year head coach is in hot water with his .500 team in Philadelphia.
More like sitting on the hot seat.
The calls for Sirianni's job have grown louder -- loudest on talk radio and social media, naturally -- as the Eagles enter a bye week at 2-2 this season and 3-8 overall (including playoffs) since a December loss last season against San Francisco.

    


The cracks were evident last season in a late-season free fall that put Sirianni's return in doubt among the restless Eagles fan base. For all the hot takes and swirling speculation about Sirianni's job status in the wake of Philadelphia's NFC wild-card playoff loss, it appeared his standing inside the NovaCare Complex was never in doubt. Owner Jeffrey Lurie and general manager Howie Roseman publicly stood firm in support of Sirianni, even with former New England Patriots coach Bill Belichick available -- though no other team with a vacancy wanted him, either.




Pressed on any concerns about losing his job, Sirianni told sports talk radio station 94WIP this week he wasn't worried about his fate.
"I'm just worried about getting the team better," he said.
With Jalen Hurts as turnover-prone as ever, A.J. Brown, DeVonta Smith and Lane Johnson among the starters out with injuries, an early free-agent bust in Bryce Huff and a team that has yet to score in the first quarter, it's fair to wonder if Sirianni can turn the Eagles into winners.

    



    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I'm going to go up there in front of the team, first and foremost, and say what I screwed up," Sirianni said this week at NovaCare. "But then, I'm going to tell them what I feel like they screwed up. That's my job as the head coach. And I'm going to tell the coaches what I think they -- the coaches before the players even get there -- what I think they screwed up. And it's not an indictment on anybody. It's all in the attempts to get better."

    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Would dumping Sirianni make the Eagles better?
That's doubtful.

    


First of all, Sirianni has playoff appearances in all three seasons, and he seemingly has yet to lose the locker room.
Sirianni has eased into more of a CEO role this season, ceding play-calling to offensive coordinator Kellen Moore and letting veteran coordinator Vic Fangio run the defense. Fangio said the Eagles weren't "tight enough" in coverage in a 33-16 loss to Tampa Bay. The Eagles trailed 24-0 midway through the second quarter and had been outgained 254-0 over the stretch.
As for the offense? Where was Moore's faith in running back Saquon Barkley, who had 10 carries overall and only two on the Eagles' first three possessions? Sure enough, on the first play from scrimmage during the third quarter, Barkley exploded for a 59-yard run.
"(We) want to get the ball to Saquon as much as possible, just like a lot of these guys," Moore said. "A poor job just finding the rhythm in that game to go three-and-out, three-and-out, and three-and-out, and then putting yourself in a challenging position where you're going to have to play catch-up ball for the rest of the game, and you still don't want to lose the run game."
Consider it lost.

    


Could Sirianni do more during the week -- in drills, in film review -- that would fix Hurts' turnover woes? Probably not. Hurts, who signed a $255 million extension ahead of last season, has a turnover in nine straight games and has seven total this season (four interceptions, three lost fumbles). That's a ball security issue, one a quick fix at coach wouldn't solve.
"As far as the turnovers, that will be something that we really dive into on a bye week this week and spend a lot of time on that," Sirianni said.
Sirianni certainly isn't to blame for Brown's hamstring injury that cost him the last three games or concussions suffered by Smith and Johnson. No coaching change could help prevent injuries. And it wasn't Sirianni -- but rather Roseman -- who hamstrung the defense with a three-year, $51 million deal for Huff in free agency that has yielded zero sacks and two tackles in four games.
The list goes on, of course. It usually does when a team with Super Bowl aspirations already is chasing Washington in the NFC East.

Yes, the Eagles have been bad, but the first four teams they play coming out of the bye are even worse. Cleveland, the New York Giants, Cincinnati and Jacksonville are a combined 3-12 this season, a sign that perhaps if the Eagles can get healthy, fix the bulk of their issues and pounce on the worst of the NFL, the season can be saved.

    


"There are certain things that I have a vision of how I see our team playing," Sirianni said.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            Penn State quarterback Drew Allar (15) runs against Illinois during the first quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)
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            Penn State quarterback Drew Allar celebrates after a win over Illinois in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)
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            UCLA quarterback Ethan Garbers throws a pass during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Oregon, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


STATE COLLEGE, Pa. (AP) -- Drew Allar is having the most fun he's ever had playing football.
As the triggerman of one of the country's most effective offenses, Penn State's quarterback has been all smiles all season.
The junior has clicked with new offensive coordinator Andy Kotelnicki to help the No. 7 Nittany Lions (4-0, 1-0 Big Ten) execute the most big plays in the Big Ten and third most in the country. As they prepare to face UCLA (1-3, 0-2 Big Ten) in the final leg of a four-game home stand on Saturday, Allar only foresees them getting better.
"There's just a lot of positive energy on our side of the ball," Allar said. "But also when things aren't going right or going the way we want it, I think we're doing a really good job of washing those plays and learning from those plays and moving on to the next series."
Additionally, Penn State enters Saturday's game with the conference's top-ranked rushing offense. Running behind an aggressive line that has gelled nicely through four games, running backs Nick Singleton and Kaytron Allen have softened defenses for Allar and his receivers to take advantage.

    


The Bruins will enter Beaver Stadium on an opposite trajectory, trying to avoid losing their fourth straight. In the six quarters since UCLA's offense last scored a touchdown, eight different Nittany Lions have found the end zone.




Despite their recent futility, the Bruins are looking on the upside.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Coach DeShaun Foster said he's seen more players in the film room, meeting with position coaches and putting in extra work on the practice field.
"I don't see guys getting down on themselves," Foster said. "It's more of they want to see things change."
Although the Bruins are heavy underdogs, Penn State coach James Franklin knows there's always that chance a prideful team could play spoiler as a presumably tougher opponent looms.
The Nittany Lions head to No. 11 USC next week.

    


"One of the things I talked to the team about is the importance of us taking a significant step this week," Franklin said. "And not having to be one of those teams you see all over the country that have to have a setback first before they make a wake-up call and take a significant step."
A QB'S Method
Allar has done more away from the team's facility to push his quarterback rating to 88, good for sixth nationally.
That includes sketching out the plays Kotelnicki has planned the night before games. Allar has also recorded all the playcalls that he hears in his helmet earpiece onto his phone and listens to them as he's walking to and from classes.
"It's something I didn't really do last year," Allar said. "When I get into the game, I hear the playcall and then I'm not even thinking of, 'OK, what is my process?' I already know and it's just second nature at that point, just going out and just throwing it to the open guy."
New starter?
UCLA quarterback Ethan Garbers suffered a leg injury in the Bruins' loss to Oregon last week and had not practiced as of Wednesday.
Meanwhile, backup Justyn Martin has taken first-team reps and will make his first start inside Beaver Stadium if Garbers can't go. Martin, a 6-foot-4, 220-pound redshirt sophomore, has completed just two passes for 12 yards in two career appearances, one coming last week after Garbers went down.

    


Foster said he's been pleased with Martin's knowledge of the offense and command of the huddle, but there's one thing he needs to remember above all.
"You can't hold onto the ball," Foster said. "That's basically it. They have a really good D-line, so just make sure he's ready for the crowd noise and environment."
Bounce-back D
Penn State's defense gave up an uncharacteristic opening touchdown last week to Illinois, but was nearly perfect from there.
It's been a theme for the Nittany Lions, who have shut everyone out in the third quarter so far and allowed just nine second-half points.
Defensive tackle Dvon J-Thomas attributes Penn State's prowess late in games to its depth and its offseason commitment to physicality. The Nittany Lions have regularly spoken about how hard-hitting training camp was this season and believe that is paying off now.

    


"The physicality part just makes everything else easier," J-Thomas said. "Especially when we get into this Big Ten play. You'll see, you'll see the culmination of all the summer workouts, all the winter workouts, the in-season, the physical, physical, physical in-season practices we're having."
Fair catch!
Penn State had plans for Kaden Saunders to play more wide receiver this year, but an injury in training camp has limited him.
He has been able to contribute as the team's fair-catch man on punt return, however.
"Really the plan for the first couple games was to just have him catch the ball," Franklin said. "We had a ton of confidence that he would catch the ball and predominantly fair catch the ball."
So far, that's been the case. The Nittany Lions tried Jake Spencer back there, but quickly went back to Saunders after Spencer muffed an early attempt.
___
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                                        MILAN (AP) -- Ticket prices for the 2026 Milan-Cortina Winter Olympics range from 30 euros ($33) for men's and women's hockey preliminary games all the way up to nearly 3,000 euros ($3,300) for the most costly seats at the closing ceremony inside Verona's Arena, a large Roman amphitheater.
The most expensive sports event is the men's hockey final with prices ranging from 450 to 1,400 euros ($500 to $1,545).
Local organizers announced Thursday that more than 20% of the tickets for the games in February, 2026, are available for under 40 euros ($44) and more than half are priced at under 100 euros ($110).
Anyone interested in attending should register on the official ticketing platform, to enter a draw that will allocate specific time slots for purchasing tickets in the first phase of sales.
Ticket prices for the Winter Paralympics in March, 2026, start at 10 euros ($11) for children under 14 with more than 200,000 tickets -- about 90% of the total -- available for less than ($40) euros.

    


It's not necessary to register for a draw for Paralympics tickets, which will go on sale in March, 2025.
Starting in April, 2025, both Olympic and Paralympic tickets will be available to the general public on a first-come, first-served basis, without the need to register in advance.


The 2026 Games will be held across a large swath of northern Italy, with ice sports in Milan, Alpine skiing in Bormio and Cortina, snowboard and freestyle in Livigno, Nordic sports in Val di Fiemme and biathlon in Anterselva.

Questions remain over whether the sliding center in Cortina will be completed in time or if bobsled, luge and skeleton events will be moved to another track in Austria (Igls), Switzerland (St. Moritz) or New York (Lake Placid).
___
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Iowa (3-1, 1-0 Big Ten) at No. 3 Ohio State (4-0, 1-0), Saturday, 3:30 ET (CBS)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Ohio State by 19 1/2.
Series record: Ohio State leads 47-15-3.
What's at stake
Iowa will be the toughest test yet for the Buckeyes, who has blown out every opponent so far. Last week, Ohio State went to East Lansing and beat Michigan State 38-7 in the first Big Ten contest of the season. Except for a one-point loss to Iowa State on Sept. 7, the Hawkeyes also have won by comfortable margins. On Sept. 21, they downed Minnesota 31-14 behind the running of Kaleb Johnson, who is second in the nation in total rushing yards. The Buckeyes are undertaking a rigorous two-game stretch, following up Iowa with a top 10 matchup with No. 6 Oregon at Eugene.
Key matchup
Ohio State WR Jeremiah Smith vs. Iowa CB Jermari Harris. Smith is every bit the playmaker he was advertised to be when he arrived as the No. 1 national recruiting prospect. His one-handed catch for a touchdown against Michigan State illustrated the point. Harris is the highest-rated cornerback by Pro Football Focus among players who have appeared in more than two games. He has two interceptions, including one he returned for a touchdown.

    


Players to watch
Iowa: Johnson already has rushed for 685 yards and nine touchdowns in four games this season. The Hamilton, Ohio, native ran for a career-high 206 yards and three TDs at Minnesota on Sept. 21. He has rushed for 100-plus yards in each of the Hawkeyes' games so far.




Ohio State: WR Emeka Egbuka has 21 catches for 362 yards -- two yards fewer than Smith's total -- and two touchdowns. Against Michigan State, he had seven catches for a team-leading 96 yards and a touchdown.
Facts & figures

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Iowa and Ohio State gave split their last two meetings. The Buckeyes prevailed 54-10 at Ohio Stadium in 2022. Five seasons earlier, the Hawkeyes stunned then-No. 5 Ohio State 55-24 at Iowa City. ... Iowa has lost eight straight games at the Horseshoe. ... The last time Iowa beat Ohio State twice in a row was 1922-23. ... Ferentz tied Chicago's Amos Alonzo Stagg for second with his 199th Big Ten victory on Sept. 21 at Minnesota. He trails only legendary Ohio State coach Woody Hayes (205). ... Johnson is the first Hawkeye since Mark Weisman in 2012 to have four straight 100-yard rushing games. ... Iowa has 200 or more rushing yards in each of the first four games, a first since 2013.
___
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No. 10 Michigan (4-1, 2-0 Big Ten) at Washington (3-2, 1-1), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (NBC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Washington by 2 1/2.
Series record: Michigan leads 9-5.
What's at stake?
It's a rematch of last season's College Football Playoff championship game where the Wolverines prevailed, but now it's an early-season Big Ten matchup. Both teams only vaguely look like the squads that played for the title last season, although Michigan is far closer to the same form after consecutive home wins over USC and Minnesota. The Huskies have dropped two of their last three, including last week's 21-18 loss at Rutgers where Washington outgained the Scarlet Knights 521-299 but still found a way to lose.
Key matchup
Michigan's run game against Washington's defense. The Wolverines ran over the Huskies in the championship game and it was primarily Donovan Edwards leading the charge for 104 yards and two TDs in that game. Edwards is back, but it's primarily been Kalel Mullings as the lead back for Michigan through five games. Mullings has topped 100 yards and had two rushing TDs in each of the past three games. The Huskies have done well at stopping the run so far and rank in the upper half of the country giving up 121.8 yards per game on the ground.

    


Players to watch
Michigan: QB Alex Orji is 2-0 as a starter, but the pass game has been basically nonexistent for Michigan. Orji was 7 of 12 for 32 yards in the win over USC and last week against Minnesota was 10 of 18 for 86 yards and threw a fourth quarter interception that sparked the Golden Gophers comeback.




Washington: RB Jonah Coleman has quietly been one of the top running backs in the country so far. Coleman had 148 yards and averaged 9.3 yards per carry against Rutgers, his third 100-yard game of the season. Having that kind of success will be tougher against the Wolverines, who are giving up just 2.8 yards per rush.
Facts & figures

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

First time Michigan will make the trip to Seattle since the 2001 season opener, won by Washington 23-18. ... This will be Michigan's first road game of the season. ... Washington WR Denzel Boston leads the Big Ten and is second in FBS with seven TD catches. ... The Wolverines have won 24 consecutive Big Ten regular season games. Their last conference loss was 2021 at Michigan State. ... Washington has not allowed an opposing touchdown in its three home games this season. 
___
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            Mississippi quarterback Jaxson Dart (2) looks to throw the ball during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Kentucky Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Oxford, Miss. (AP Photo/Randy J. Williams)
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            Mississippi head coach Lane Kiffin argues a call with an official during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Wake Forest in Winston-Salem, N.C., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Chuck Burton)
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            South Carolina head coach Shane Beamer greets fans during the Gamecock Walk before an NCAA college football game against LSU, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024 in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)
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            South Carolina quarterback LaNorris Sellers (16) tosses the ball in the air after scoring a touchdown past LSU safety Dashawn Spears (10) and linebacker Greg Penn III (18) during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024 in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)
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No. 12 Mississippi (4-1, 0-1 SEC) at South Carolina (3-1, 1-1), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Mississippi by 9 1/2 points. 
Series record: Mississippi leads 9-8.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Ole Miss' path to the College Football Playoff. The Rebels had been in the top 10 almost all of September before a 20-17 loss to Kentucky last week. Another loss to an SEC team the Rebels are supposed to defeat could be damaging to their chances at making the 12-team field given the amount of other highly regarded contenders in the SEC. One of those might be the Gamecocks if they can pull this one off. 
KEY MATCHUP
Ole Miss quarterback Jaxson Dart against South Carolina's defensive front. Dart triggers the SEC's most potent offense and is throwing for 363 yards a game with 13 touchdowns. South Carolina defensive ends Kyle Kennard and Dylan Stewart have combined for 11 tackles for loss and eight of the team's 14 sacks. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Ole Miss: WR Antwane "Juice" Wells is coming back to South Carolina after the playing the past two seasons with the Gamecocks. He finished his South Carolina career with 71 catches for 956 yards and 10 touchdowns. He's had 14 receptions for 278 yards and four touchdowns with the Rebels. 




South Carolina: QB LaNorris Sellers had the Gamecocks rolling, up 24-10 right before halftime on LSU three weeks ago before leaving with an ankle injury. Sellers missed the rest of the game with the Tigers (South Carolina lost 36-33) and missed the next contest with Akron. Sellers is expected back as the starter. 
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Florida transfer Princely Umanmielen has five tackles for loss and 2.5 sacks over the last two games for the Rebels. He had a sack and two stops behind the line at South Carolina with the Gators last year. ... The Gamecocks are looking to start 4-1 for the first time in 11 years. ... Ole Miss has held all five opponents to fewer than 100 yards rushing, the Rebels' longest streak since doing so six times to start the 1999 season. ... Mississippi WR Tre Harris leads the FBS with 804 receiving yards, 157 more than next best in TCU's Jack Bech. ... South Carolina has lost its past six games against ranked opponents. 
___
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Pittsburgh (4-0, 0-0 Atlantic Coast Conference) at North Carolina (3-2, 0-1), Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Pittsburgh by 3.
Series record: UNC leads 12-5.
What's at stake?
PIttsburgh is chasing its first 5-0 start since 1991 as it opens ACC play, as well as its first win in eight tries in Chapel Hill. North Carolina is trying to regroup after two weeks that have shaken the program, first in a 70-50 home loss to James Madison of the Sun Belt Conference and then blowing a 20-point lead in a 21-20 loss at rival Duke.
Key matchup
Pitt's offense against UNC's reeling defense. The Panthers have thrived under new coordinator Kade Bell, who was previously at Western Carolina. They're averaging 48.5 points per game, fifth-most in Bowl Subdivision ranks. They're facing a UNC defense that had gotten off to a solid start under first-year coordinator Geoff Collins -- the former Temple and Georgia Tech head coach -- before the JMU and Duke losses. The Blue Devils had 297 yards after halftime in their comeback and averaged 6.4 yards per rush after managing just 2.1 in the first half.

    


Players to watch
Pittsburgh: RB Desmond Reid. The Western Carolina transfer has been a revelation since following Bell to Pitt. Reid sat out a blowout victory over Youngstown State but is averaging an ACC-best 188.0 yards from scrimmage. The 5-foot-8, 175-pound Reid is also averaging a healthy 8.5 yards per touch.




UNC: RB Omarion Hampton. He is the engine of UNC's offense, ranking fifth in the Bowl Subdivision ranks by averaging 131.6 yards on the ground. The preseason Associated Press All-American is tied for 16th in FBS with six rushing touchdowns.
Facts & figures

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This has been a close series, with 12 of 17 games decided single-digit margins. ... North Carolina won the last two meetings by almost identical scores: 42-24 in 2022 at home, 41-24 on in 2023 on the road. ... Pitt freshman QB Eli Holstein is in the top 25 nationally in total offense (343.8 yards per game/sixth), touchdown passes (12, 11th) and passer rating (172.3, 15th). ... Holstein has topped 300 yards passing in three of four starts and ran for 93 yards and two scores against Youngstown State. ... The Panthers have the most sacks in the FBS since the start of the 2019 season and rank 26th nationally this year (2.75 sacks per game). 
___
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            North Carolina State running back Kendrick Raphael (0) pulls away from Clemson linebacker Sammy Brown (47) during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Clemson, S.C. (AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)
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Wake Forest (1-3, 0-1 Atlantic Coast Conference) at N.C. State (3-2, 0-1), Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: N.C. State by 5 1/2.
Series record: N.C. State leads 69-42-6.
What's at stake?
N.C. State had lopsided losses against ranked Tennessee and Clemson squads but can keep itself as a factor in the ACC race after losing its league opener to the Tigers. Wake Forest is looking for positives after getting off to its worst start through four games under 11-year coach Dave Clawson.
Key matchup
Wake Forest's pass defense against N.C. State's offense. The Demon Deacons rank 127th nationally in total defense (470.5 yards per game) and 107th in scoring defense (31.3). It's been difficult to judge N.C. State's offense after veteran transfer quarterback Grayson McCall exited the Louisiana Tech game with an unspecified injury, forcing true freshman CJ Bailey into the lineup in the Clemson loss and the grind-it-out win against Northern Illinois. Coach Dave Doeren has declined to discuss an exact timeline for when McCall might return.

    


Players to watch
Wake Forest: QB Hank Bachmeier. The former Louisiana Tech and Boise State quarterback has been effective in his first season with the Demon Deacons, throwing for 1,159 yards and five touchdowns with just one interception on a deflected pass last week.




N.C. State: WR KC Concepcion. He had three TD catches in the season-opening win against Western Carolina but was quiet in both losses before finding the end zone against Northern Illinois. Still, Concepcion is a big-play threat who doesn't need much space to make an impact.
Facts & figures

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

N.C. State pushed past Northern Illinois behind a strong defensive effort that included four sacks and a defensive touchdown. ... Wake Forest lost 41-38 at home to Northwestern last week when kicker Matthew Dennis hit the upright on a tying 42-yard field goal for the game's final play. ... N.C. State has lost only twice at home to Wake Forest in the past 40 years, first in 2006 (25-23) and then in 2018 (27-23). ... The teams have met every season since 1910, making this the second-longest continuous series in the Bowl Subdivision ranks behind only Wisconsin-Minnesota (which has taken place every year since 1906). ... N.C. State has won seven of its last eight home games against Wake Forest, the only loss coming in 2018. ... The Wolfpack's 26-4 home record dating to the 2020 season is tied with Michigan (.867) for win percentage for seventh nationally.
___
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            Alabama linebacker Qua Russaw (4) forces a fumble from Georgia quarterback Carson Beck (15) during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        No. 5 Georgia in bounce-back mode facing Auburn in Deep South's oldest rivalry

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 7 | 
            Georgia head coach Kirby Smart runs to a referee to discuss a call during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Alabama, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 7

                                    
                                    Georgia head coach Kirby Smart runs to a referee to discuss a call during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Alabama, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 7 | 
            Georgia quarterback Carson Beck (15) throws the ball against Alabama during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 7

                                    
                                    Georgia quarterback Carson Beck (15) throws the ball against Alabama during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 7 | 
            Georgia quarterback Carson Beck (15) takes the field for early warm-ups before an NCAA college football game against Alabama, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt)
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            Auburn head coach Hugh Freeze tosses his head set after a play during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Arkansas, Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Auburn, Ala.(AP Photo/Butch Dill)
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            Alabama linebacker Qua Russaw (4) forces a fumble from Georgia quarterback Carson Beck (15) during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt)
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ATHENS, Ga. (AP) -- These are strange times for the No. 5 Georgia Bulldogs.
For the first time since 2020, they are looking to bounce back from a loss in the midst of the season.
The Bulldogs (3-1, 1-1 Southeastern Conference) host the struggling Auburn Tigers (2-3, 0-2) in the Deep South's oldest rivalry Saturday -- a game that always carries a little extra juice, but even more so after what happened to Georgia last weekend.
Alabama held off the Bulldogs in a 41-34 thriller, snapping their streak of 42 consecutive victories during the regular season.
Georgia coach Kirby Smart insisted it's business as usual between the hedges.
"We have a very set routine here, and we don't make our routine based on outcomes," he said. "I really believe in that process."
Auburn is desperate for a victory, and would like nothing more than to deliver a devastating blow to Georgia's national championship hopes. Especially since the Bulldogs have won seven straight in the series, their longest streak since a run of nine in a row from 1923-31.

    


"This rivalry means a lot to a lot of people," Auburn tight end Luke Deal said. "For us to have not beaten them since I've been here, it's definitely something I want to get accomplished."




Beck on the spot

Georgia quarterback Carson Beck started the season being hyped as a leading contender for the Heisman Trophy and likely one of the top picks in the 2025 NFL draft.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Those projections have taken a big hit in the last two games.
The fifth-year player threw for just 160 yards in an ugly 13-12 win at Kentucky, when the Bulldogs scored the game's only touchdown early in the fourth quarter to avoid an upset.
Last week, Beck threw for a career-high 439 yards and three touchdowns against Alabama, but the performance was marred by a dismal first half and a late interception in the end zone that cost Georgia a chance to force overtime.
In all, Beck turned the ball over four times -- three picks and a fumble -- in addition to costing the Bulldogs a safety when he was called for intentional grounding from the end zone.

    


Junked Dawgs
Georgia's defense is also licking its wounds after the Alabama loss.
The Bulldogs didn't allow a touchdown in their first three games. That all changed against Jalen Milroe and the now-No. 1 Crimson Tide, who left the red and black feeling black and blue with a 547-yard onslaught. 
Milroe passed for 374 yards and two touchdowns, to go along with 117 yards and two more scores on the ground. Freshman Ryan Williams had six receptions for 177 yards, including the winning touchdown on a 75-yard catch and run. 
All night long, Georgia was gashed for big plays and plagued by missed tackles.
"Obviously, we never plan on giving up points, but we just go over what we did wrong," linebacker CJ Allen said. "The conversations don't change because the standard is still the standard -- to give up no points."
Auburn's quarterback dilemma
Payton Thorne will start again at quarterback for the Tigers, who don't really have any other viable options.
Second-year freshman Hank Brown got a couple of starts in place of the struggling Thorne, only to hand the job right back with three first-half interceptions in a loss to Arkansas.

    


Last week, Thorne threw for 338 yards and three touchdowns against No. 19 Oklahoma. But he had a back-breaking interception that was returned for a touchdown as the Sooners rallied from an 11-point deficit in the fourth quarter for a 27-21 victory. 
"It's hard to say he's not the starter in these kinds of games," coach Hugh Freeze said. "I think he gives us the best chance to win as long as he keeps taking care of the football."
Slow starts
Georgia has struggled in first half of all three games against FBS opponents.
Other than a 24-0 halftime lead over Tennessee Tech, the Bulldogs have been outscored 36-16 over the first two quarters.
"I don't have a great answer for that," Smart said. "I can't sit here and say they need to play desperate. I think that's not a good choice of words, to play desperate. I think they need to play aggressive and play loose."
Alabama was up 30-7 on the Bulldogs at the break. Georgia rallied to take a 34-33 lead before the Crimson Tide won it on the Milroe-to-Williams touchdown with just over 2 minutes remaining.

    


"Certainly, I'm proud of the resiliency they showed," Smart said. "But just as proud as I am of that, I'm disappointed at the start of it."
Road warriors
Auburn's 2-3 start is especially disappointing since all five games were at Jordan-Hare Stadium.
Now, the Tigers hit the road against a Georgia team that has won 26 straight home games, the longest such streak in FBS.
Still to come are road games against No. 9 Missouri and No. 1 Alabama.
Thorne looks back on last year's game against the Bulldogs, who pulled out a 27-20 victory when Beck hit Brock Bowers with a 40-yard touchdown pass in the closing minutes.
"Obviously they're a great team, a championship team whose done it before," Thorne said. "But you take from last year that we can play with the top teams in the country. We've done it multiple times."
___
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            Iowa State running back Abu Sama III, right, runs for a touchdown in front of Houston defensive backs Latrell McCutchin Sr. (1) and Ajani Carter (12) during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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Baylor (2-3, 0-2 Big 12) at No. 16 Iowa State (4-0, 1-0), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (Fox)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Iowa State by 12 1/2.
Series record: Baylor leads 12-10.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The Cyclones are the highest-ranked team in what looks like a wide-open Big 12, and they're out to their best start since 2000. Defending home field is key if they are going to be a contender. Never mind its record, Baylor is a tough out. The Bears' three losses are by 11, 7 (in overtime) and 6 points. This is a big game for Dave Aranda, whose seat is warming quickly in Waco.
KEY MATCHUP
Baylor QB Sawyer Robertson vs. Iowa State defense. Robertson, who has started three games in place of the injured Dequan Finn, threw for 324 yards and three touchdowns and ran for a TD in last week's 34-28 loss to BYU. He needs to get the Bears off to a faster start, though. They fell behind 21-0 to BYU. Iowa State's defense is second-best in the nation against the pass.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Baylor: RB Bryson Washington, the leading rusher in an offense that distributes carries among five players, needs to get going for the Bears to have success. If the Cyclones' defense has a weakness, it's stopping the run consistently. Washington ran for a career-high 106 yards against Air Force on Sept. 14.




Iowa State: QB Rocco Becht has been a rock for the Cyclones in his 17 career starts. He threw his 30th touchdown pass -- and 18th in eight games -- and went over 4,000 yards passing against Houston last week.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Matt Campbell last week became Iowa State's career coaching wins leader with 57. He is 16-11 when the Cyclones are ranked. ... The Cyclones' shutout of Houston was their first on the road in a conference game since a 24-0 win at Kansas State in 1971. ... ISU has won the turnover battle in all four games and is 36-9 under Campbell when doing so. ... Baylor is 25-28 in five seasons under Aranda, including 15-23 in conference games. ... Baylor has held opponents to a total of 20 second-points in five games compared with 74 first-half points.
___
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            Boise State running back Ashton Jeanty (2) breaks away from the Washington State defense in the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Boise, Idaho. (AP Photo/Steve Conner)
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            Boise State quarterback Maddux Madsen (4) hand the ball of to running back Ashton Jeanty (2) against Washington State in the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Boise, Idaho. (AP Photo/Steve Conner)
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            Utah State quarterback Bryson Barnes, left, scrambles out of the pocket as Utah defensive end Van Fillinger (7) defends in the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Logan, Utah. (Eli Lucero/The Herald Journal via AP)
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No. 21 Boise State (3-1) vs. Utah State (1-3), Saturday, 7 p.m. ET (FS2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Boise State by 26 1/2.
Series record: Boise State leads 23-5.
What's at stake? 
After an impressive run through the non-conference slate, Mountain West preseason favorite Boise State opens conference play against the Aggies. The Broncos capped the non-conference slate by thumping Washington State 45-24 last Saturday thanks to another starring performance from running back Ashton Jeanty. The Heisman candidate rushed for 259 yards and four touchdowns in the victory and leads the country in yards rushing despite playing just four games. Utah State is coming off an open weekend following three straight losses to USC, Utah and Temple.
Key matchup 
Right now every matchup against the Broncos centers on trying to stop Jeanty. The Broncos had just 184 yards passing in the win over Washington State because of what Jeanty and his teammates were able to accomplish rushing for 276 yards as a team. Utah State has allowed nearly 200 yards per game rushing against quality opponents so far.

    


Players to watch
Utah State: QB Spencer Petras threw for a career-high 293 yards and two touchdowns in the Aggies loss at Temple two weeks ago. Petras also tied a career-high with 26 completions in the game. He's helped Utah State start fast in its last two games but in both instances the Aggies haven't been able to hold double-digit first-half leads.




Boise State: The Broncos would like to see a little more consistency from QB Maddux Madsen. The sophomore is completing just 58% of his passes, but was under 50% in the loss to Oregon and just 12 of 21 in the win over Washington State. A little better pass game - with Jeanty - could really make the Broncos offense potent.
Facts & figures

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Utah State will face its third opponent this season ranked in The AP Top 25. Both USC and Utah were ranked when facing the Aggies. ... Boise State leads the FBS with 19 sacks through four games. ... Utah State RB Rahsul Faison has topped 100 yards rushing in consecutive games. ... Boise State K Jonah Dalmas needs one more made field goal to become the Mountain West all-time leader. He currently has 83, tied with former Nevada kicker Brandon Talton.
___
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            Rutgers running back Kyle Monangai (5) carries the ball into the Washington secondary during the first half of an NCAA football game, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024, in Piscataway, N.J. (Andrew Mills/NJ Advance Media via AP)
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            Nebraska wide receiver Jahmal Banks (4) celebrates touchdown catch with quarterback Dylan Raiola (15) during the second half of an NCAA college football game in West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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        Unbeaten Rutgers will try for its best start since 2006 when it visits Cornhuskers
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            Rutgers running back Kyle Monangai (5) carries the ball into the Washington secondary during the first half of an NCAA football game, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024, in Piscataway, N.J. (Andrew Mills/NJ Advance Media via AP)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Rutgers (4-0, 1-0 Big Ten) at Nebraska (4-1, 1-1), Saturday, 4 p.m. ET (FS1)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Nebraska by 7.
Series record: Nebraska leads 6-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Rutgers goes for a fifth straight win to open a season for the first time since the 2006 team opened 9-0 during coach Greg Schiano's first stint at the school. A win in Lincoln should push the Scarlet Knights into the Top 25 for the first time since 2012, the longest drought among power-conference teams. The Cornhuskers seek a sharper offensive performance following an overtime loss to Illinois at home and an ugly win at Purdue. The offense committed 10 penalties against the Boilermakers.
KEY MATCHUP
Rutgers defense vs. Nebraska offense. The Scarlet Knights have been living on the edge defensively, letting opponents move up and down the field between the 20s but clamping down at crunch time. In their 21-18 win over Washington last week, Rutgers piled up 521 yards but were just 2 of 12 on third downs and scored just 11 points on four trips into the red zone. Nebraska hopes to carry over its second-half run game against Purdue to this week against a Rutgers defense allowing a Big Ten-worst 5.9 yards per carry. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Rutgers: RB Kyle Monangai is the key to keeping the offense on the field. He's averaging a Big Ten-best 147 yards per game and can be counted on for 25 carries per game. He has helped the Scarlet Knights convert 50% of their third downs, the third-best rate in the league. He's lost yards on just five of his 97 attempts.




Nebraska: WR Jacory Barney Jr. has become a valuable weapon running jet sweeps. He led Nebraska with 66 yards rushing on four carries against Purdue, including a career-high 31-yard run and a 25-yard touchdown run. Barney entered the game with 38 yards rushing.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Nebraska's last three wins over Rutgers have been by a total of 18 points. ... Nebraska has held four of its five opponents to 10 points or less. ... The Huskers are plus-five on turnovers this season and have outscored opponents 31-0 on points off turnovers. ... Rutgers is 15-1 since 2020 when not committing a turnover. ... Nebraska and Iowa are the only FBS teams that haven't allowed a rushing TD. ... Rutgers has 13 games since 2023 with one sack or less permitted. 
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        SHARJAH, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Tournament host Bangladesh beat Scotland by 16 runs to launch the Women's T20 World Cup on Thursday far from home.
Bangladesh put up 119-7 as off-spinner Saskia Horley took 3-13 in two overs, but restricted debutant Scotland to 103-7 as medium-pacer Ritu Moni took 2-15 in four overs.
Hosting rights were stripped from Bangladesh in August because of uncertainty after nationwide protests toppled the government. The United Arab Emirates agreed on short notice to stage the ninth edition for the first time.
The Bangladesh team didn't appear fazed to be 3,500 kilometers from home. It won the toss and made slow progress batting on a sluggish surface.
Opener Shathi Rani scored 29 off 32 balls, hitting three fours, and put on 26 with Murshida Khatun (12).
Scotland's bowlers toiled hard initially - Rani and Sobhana Mostary added 42 off 44 balls for the second wicket, the game's highest partnership. Mostary top-scored with 36 off 38 balls, hitting two fours.

    


Then wickets came at regular intervals once Rani was out caught off Katherine Fraser.
Scotland spinners picked up four wickets, setting the tone for what is expected to be a spin-dominant tournament.




Bangladesh collapsed from 68-1 to 97-5 across 27 deliveries, yet Nigar Sultana's run-a-ball 18 pushed them past 100 and to a defendable target. Fahima Khatum scored a vital 10 not out off five balls.


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Chasing 120 for a maiden win, Scotland was led by Sarah Bryce's unbeaten 49 off 52 balls in her World Cup debut. The opener only hit one boundary but tried to hold the chase together.
Bangladesh spinners made it difficult to score. Surprisingly, Moni was the pick of its bowlers, and three of the four spinners claimed one wicket.
Bryce didn't have much support. Her older sister and captain Katherine Bryce scored 11. Only three Scots made it to double figures.
In the second game of the day, Asia Cup champion Sri Lanka took on Pakistan at the same ground.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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                    Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes throws during the second half of an NFL football game against the Los Angeles Chargers Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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                                        Pro Football Focus changed how many fans followed the NFL by providing grades and advanced statistics to help quantify how every player performed on a play-by-play basis from high-profile quarterbacks like Patrick Mahomes to more anonymous guards and linebackers.
Now instead of waiting until the next day, PFF will provide grades during the game with a slight delay in hopes that rabid fans will use it as a complement to the television broadcast to get a better idea of what's happening in every aspect of a game. The new service will begin with Thursday night's game between Tampa Bay and Atlanta.
"It was always something that we wanted to do," said Khaled Elsayed, vice president of data at PFF. "What we realized from ourselves from using it, is it's a tremendous second screen experience to be able to watch the grades grow as the game is going along as well."

    


PFF began in 2007 and has grown significantly over the last decade. All 32 teams and more than 200 college teams subscribe to the service, which grades every player on every play and is viewed by many as one of the better ways to evaluate players.




The new feature comes with challenges as the grades are being given based on the television view of the game instead of the all-22 film that has every player in view on every play.
It's also takes significant manpower to get it done in real time with PFF using one analyst to grade the home team and another for the road team with others tracking snap counts for every player and other facets of the game. In all, PFF says data from each game is collected by an average of 30 analysts spending a combined average of about 90 hours for every game.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


    


The final grades and stats will still be produced the same way after a thorough watching of the all-22 film with cross checking to make sure it is as accurate as possible. But tests done on practice runs revealed a 93% accuracy in the live grading compared to the more complete process.

    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


"You get to see how your favorite players are doing and how your least favorite players are doing," Elsayed said. "We had that experience for ourselves as PFFers. Now we want to share that experience for everyone else because this has definitely enhanced our view of the game."
Elsayed said the accuracy varies by position with coverage by defensive backs that often isn't shown live in the television broadcast and run blocking that requires a deeper study of angles have a little less accuracy.

The live grades will be available with a delay of about 15 to 30 minutes, with the goal to reduce that time lag in the future. They will be available to fans for about 90 minutes after the game ends. After that, they will be locked from view until the final process is done the following day.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            Dortmund's Karim Adeyemi applauds the fans as he leaves the pitch after an injuring during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Borussia Dortmund and Celtic FC at the BVB Stadion in Dortmund, Germany, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            Dortmund's Karim Adeyemi celebrates with the fans his side's second goal during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Borussia Dortmund and Celtic FC at the BVB Stadion in Dortmund, Germany, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            Dortmund's Karim Adeyemi, second left, celebrates with Serhou Guirassy, after scoring his side's fifth goal during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Borussia Dortmund and Celtic FC at the BVB Stadion in Dortmund, Germany, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- Borussia Dortmund coach Nuri Sahin is hoping Karim Adeyemi's starring performance against Celtic in the Champions League is just a harbinger of what's to come from the player.
The 22-year-old Adeyemi scored a hat trick and might have scored more in Dortmund's 7-1 win on Tuesday. Sahin wants to see it on a consistent basis.
"What Karim has, the whole package, is so good, but together we have to see that we get that on the field every three days, in every training session," Sahin said.
Adeyemi has struggled for consistency since arriving in Dortmund from Salzburg in 2022. Last season he scored three goals in 21 Bundesliga appearances and two as Dortmund reached the Champions League final. This season he already looks like a transformed player.
Adeyemi has scored two and set up three more in Dortmund's five Bundesliga games, while he already eclipsed last season's mark in the Champions League on Tuesday. Adeyemi was also fouled for a penalty converted by Serhou Guirassy.

    


"Wingers and attacking players are going to score goals and that's how they're measured," Sahin said. "But what impressed me today was the work against the ball, that's the benchmark for Karim, how I measure him."




Adeyemi also earned praise from Dortmund captain Emre Can.
"He played brilliantly, not just today, but also the last weeks," Can said. "He's playing with more maturity, with more determination. That's the requirement."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Adeyemi's next chance to impress comes at Union Berlin in the Bundesliga on Saturday -- if he overcomes a right thigh injury that forced him from the field early in the second half on Tuesday. He has been set back by thigh injuries before.
"I hope it's not so serious and that I'm back soon," Adeyemi said. "It didn't feel so bad today, I'm positive."
Adeyemi was not included on Thursday in the Germany squad for Nations League games against Bosnia-Herzegovina and the Netherlands, though he scored five for the under-21 team in September.

    


"I haven't always had the best first halves of the season," Adeyemi told reporters after the Celtic game. "Now things are different and, I'm trying to not just help the team in the second half of the season, but also in the first half. That's why I don't want to rest on my laurels."

After Union on Saturday and the international break, the Bundesliga resumes for Dortmund on Oct. 18 against St. Pauli followed by a visit to defending champion Real Madrid in the Champions League.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            Como's Patrick Cutrone celebrates scoring during a Serie A soccer match between Como and Verona at the Giuseppe Sinigaglia stadium in Como, northern Italy, Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024.(Antonio Saia/LaPresse via AP)
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            Como's Cesc Fabregas is congratulated following the Serie A soccer match between Atalanta and Como at the Gewiss Stadium in Bergamo, Italy, Tuesday, Sept. 24 , 2024. (Spada/LaPresse via AP)
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            Como's Nico Paz, right, and Sergi Roberto celebrate after Paz scored during the Serie A soccer match between Atalanta and Como at the Gewiss Stadium in Bergamo, Italy, Tuesday, Sept. 24 , 2024. (Spada/LaPresse via AP)
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            Como's Andrea Belotti celebrates scoring during a Serie A soccer match between Como and Verona at the Giuseppe Sinigaglia stadium in Como, northern Italy, Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024.(Antonio Saia/LaPresse via AP)
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            Como's head coach Cesc Fabregas gives instructions during the Italian Serie A soccer match between Como and Bologna at the Giuseppe Sinigaglia stadium in Como, Italy, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (Antonio Saia/LaPresse via AP)
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            Como's Patrick Cutrone kisses the jersey as he celebrates scoring during a Serie A soccer match between Como and Verona at the Giuseppe Sinigaglia stadium in Como, northern Italy, Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024.(Antonio Saia/LaPresse via AP)
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            Como's Gabriel Strefezza celebrates after scoring during the Serie A soccer match between Atalanta and Como at the Gewiss Stadium in Bergamo, Italy, Tuesday, Sept. 24 , 2024. (Spada/LaPresse via AP)
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            Como's Cesc Fabregas smiles following the Serie A soccer match between Atalanta and Como at the Gewiss Stadium in Bergamo, Italy, Tuesday, Sept. 24 , 2024. (Spada/LaPresse via AP)
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            Como's Patrick Cutrone plays the ball following the Serie A soccer match between Atalanta and Como at the Gewiss Stadium in Bergamo, Italy, Tuesday, Sept. 24 , 2024. (Spada/LaPresse via AP)
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            Como's Cesc Fabregas is congratulated following the Serie A soccer match between Atalanta and Como at the Gewiss Stadium in Bergamo, Italy, Tuesday, Sept. 24 , 2024. (Spada/LaPresse via AP)
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            Como's Nico Paz, right, and Sergi Roberto celebrate after Paz scored during the Serie A soccer match between Atalanta and Como at the Gewiss Stadium in Bergamo, Italy, Tuesday, Sept. 24 , 2024. (Spada/LaPresse via AP)
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            Como's Andrea Belotti celebrates scoring during a Serie A soccer match between Como and Verona at the Giuseppe Sinigaglia stadium in Como, northern Italy, Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024.(Antonio Saia/LaPresse via AP)
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            Como's head coach Cesc Fabregas gives instructions during the Italian Serie A soccer match between Como and Bologna at the Giuseppe Sinigaglia stadium in Como, Italy, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (Antonio Saia/LaPresse via AP)
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            Como's Patrick Cutrone kisses the jersey as he celebrates scoring during a Serie A soccer match between Como and Verona at the Giuseppe Sinigaglia stadium in Como, northern Italy, Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024.(Antonio Saia/LaPresse via AP)
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            Como's Gabriel Strefezza celebrates after scoring during the Serie A soccer match between Atalanta and Como at the Gewiss Stadium in Bergamo, Italy, Tuesday, Sept. 24 , 2024. (Spada/LaPresse via AP)
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            Como's Cesc Fabregas smiles following the Serie A soccer match between Atalanta and Como at the Gewiss Stadium in Bergamo, Italy, Tuesday, Sept. 24 , 2024. (Spada/LaPresse via AP)
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            Como's Patrick Cutrone plays the ball following the Serie A soccer match between Atalanta and Como at the Gewiss Stadium in Bergamo, Italy, Tuesday, Sept. 24 , 2024. (Spada/LaPresse via AP)
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                                        ROME (AP) -- George Clooney's villa is a 20-minute drive up the lake shore road from Como's stadium.
Kate Beckinsale was a spectator in the stands last weekend.
Celebrity spottings and weddings have long been a pastime on Italy's famous lake, which is known for its majestic views of the Alps.
Now there's another reason to visit: The local soccer team is making rapid progress in its first season back in the top division in more than two decades.
Since Indonesian tobacco billionaire brothers Roberto Budi Hartono and Michael Bambang Hartono purchased the club five years ago in Serie D, the club has also been attracting soccer celebrities.
Como coach Cesc Fabregas and former France striker Thierry Henry -- both World Cup winners and former teammates at Arsenal -- are minority owners.
"We chose to invest in Como because investing exclusively in soccer comes with unpredictable risks," said Mirwan Suwarso, who manages Como for the Hartonos. "Here we're relying on a brand: We want to make this the top soccer tourism destination in the world."

    


Ex-Liverpool and Real Madrid players join Como
The heavy foreign investment has attracted a mix of well-known veteran players and rising prospects.




Veterans such as former Liverpool and Napoli goalkeeper Pepe Reina and former Barcelona captain Sergi Roberto. Plus former France and Real Madrid center back Raphael Varane, who then decided to retire but plans to remain with the club in another role.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Alberto Moreno, a 32-year-old left back, has played every minute of the opening six Serie A matches after signing as a free agent in July after leaving Villarreal -- having previously played for Liverpool.
Then there's Nico Paz, a 20-year-old attacking midfielder signed from Real Madrid; and Alieu Fadera, 22-year-old Gambian winger signed from Genk.
Add in Como-born striker Patrick Cutrone (formerly of AC Milan), who is tied atop the league scoring chart with four goals in six games, and it's clear that there's a mix of players not usually seen at a promoted club.

    


"Como is the revelation of the season," Napoli coach Antonio Conte said before the Serie A leader hosts Como on Friday.
Foreigners make up half of Como's fans
In Como's last three matches, it held Champions League side Bologna to 2-2, won at Champions League side Atalanta 3-2 and beat Hellas Verona 3-2 to move into the top half of the table in 10th.
"The ambitions are high," Cutrone said. "But the first objective remains avoiding relegation. Then we'll see about the rest."
The club is collaborating with Lake Como Tourism to help attract more visitors to the area. Already 40% of Como's tickets are being purchased by foreigners.
"But we also wanted to award our most devoted fans who have been season-ticket holders since Como was in Serie C," Suwarso said in Corriere della Sera. "For them, we haven't increased the ticket prices from last season."
Fabregas to meet one of his mentors in Conte
Visiting the Stadio Diego Armando Maradona will be extra special for Fabregas, who will be facing one of his former coaches.
Fabregas played under Conte for two seasons at Chelsea. They won the English Premier League together the first year and the FA Cup the second season.

    


But before the trophies came, Conte told Fabregas when he arrived in London that he might want to think about finding another club because the coach didn't anticipate using him much.
"It was the first time in my career, or maybe in my life, that someone had said something like that to me," Fabregas said this week, adding he took the message as motivation to work harder.

"And after four months I was playing all the time," Fabregas said. "He made me suffer in training. I learned a ton from him. It was a different method -- a type of soccer I had never experienced before. Now I use his teachings when things get tough. He taught me a lot and I thank him for that."
Conte added, "I always thought he could be a coach. He was curious and was always trying to learn."
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            Arsenal's Kai Havertz, center, scores the opening goal past PSG's goalkeeper Gianluigi Donnarumma during a Champions League opening phase soccer match between Arsenal FC and Paris Saint-Germain at Arsenal stadium in London, England, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            PSG's goalkeeper Gianluigi Donnarumma saves a shot from Arsenal's Gabriel Martinelli, left, during a Champions League opening phase soccer match between Arsenal FC and Paris Saint-Germain at Arsenal stadium in London, England, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            PSG's goalkeeper Gianluigi Donnarumma, center, fails to stop a free kick by Arsenal's Bukayo Saka to concede a second goal during a Champions League opening phase soccer match between Arsenal FC and Paris Saint-Germain at Arsenal stadium in London, England, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Paris Saint-Germain goalkeeper Gianluigi Donnarumma's weakness under the high ball is increasingly obvious.
Although PSG coach Luis Enrique has not made an issue of it, Donnarumma's errors may prove costly to them if the French league title race is closer this season. PSG tops the table on goal difference from Monaco ahead of Sunday's trip to face Nice, which scored eight goals in its previous home game.
Donnarumma's blunders were exposed in Tuesday's 2-0 loss at Arsenal in the Champions League. Although Enrique did not blame him for the goals, the mistakes were evident and worryingly similar to ones last season in Europe's elite competition.
Arsenal's first goal saw a hesitant Donnarumma beaten as Kai Havertz -- hardly the most renowned at headers in world soccer -- anticipated a cross from Leandro Trossard and nodded the ball in.

    


Italy's No. 1 goalie was beaten again when Bukayo Saka's low free kick from the right went straight under him. He was not entirely at fault, since his view of the ball may have been obscured, but there seemed to be no talking between Donnarumma and his defenders.




It all looked very familiar.
Last season in the Champions League quarterfinal first leg against Barcelona, Donnarumma failed to come for a corner and central defender Andreas Christensen headed in the winner. Despite his imposing stature -- Donnarumma is 1.96 meters tall -- he stood rooted to his line and seemed unsure how to judge the ball's flight.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Earlier in that match, Donnarumma struggled with Lamine Yamal's cross and Raphinha put Barcelona ahead.
Donnarumma's hesitancy repeated itself in the semifinal return leg against Borussia Dortmund when central defender Mats Hummels rose unchallenged to head in Julian Brandt's corner from the left -- a carbon copy of Christensen's goal.
Donnarumma also made blunders trying to pass the ball out from defense in some Ligue 1 games last season.

    


On Tuesday night, a few minutes after Arsenal's second goal, television cameras showed him muttering to himself and throwing up a hand in exasperation.
For all of his shot stopping and excellent reflexes on the goal line, the 25-year-old Donnarumma does not appear as strong overall as his PSG predecessor Keylor Navas, who was a more commanding presence in the penalty area.
Despite having just had an outstanding season for PSG, Navas was unceremoniously moved aside when Donnarumma arrived from AC Milan following the 2021 European Championship which Italy won thanks in parts to Donnarumma's penalty-saving exploits.
PSG fans could not understand why the highly regarded Navas was suddenly the designated No. 2 without competition for places.
Donnarumma was brought into the club by PSG's then-sporting director Leonardo. The Brazilian's strong ties with each club as a former player for PSG and Milan helped to facilitate the arrivals of Zlatan Ibrahimovic, star defender Thiago Silva, and Italian coach Carlo Ancelotti, his friend.

Donnarumma's arrival was seen as somewhat of a coup, given his young age and reputation. He had long been tipped for stardom after making his debut for Milan at age 16 in 2015.
But Donnarumma's trajectory is not going the way many observers expected it to. ___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/psg-donnarumma-ligue-preview-bee96dff56cef663c845b6b6c1a34efd



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Greek police arrest 8 Romanian soccer fans ahead of Steaua Bucharest-PAOK Europa League match | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Greek police arrest 8 Romanian soccer fans ahead of Steaua Bucharest-PAOK Europa League match

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        THESSALONIKI, Greece (AP) -- Greek authorities arrested eight Romanian football fans under fan violence laws on Thursday, after a knife and a retractable baton were found in the van they were travelling in ahead of a Europa League match.
The fans were in a convoy of two vans and a car heading to Thessaloniki for the match between Steaua Bucharest and Greek club PAOK when their vehicles were searched at the Promachonas border crossing between Bulgaria and Greece, police said.
They were arrested under stricter regulations introduced as part of a crackdown on fan violence that has plagued Greek soccer in particular, and sports events in the country in general, for decades.

The eight men, aged from 31 to 54, all had tickets to Thursday night's match, police said. They were arrested on suspicion of violating weapons laws and resisting arrest, and were to appear in court on Friday.
___
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            Iowa State running back Abu Sama III, right, runs for a touchdown in front of Houston defensive backs Latrell McCutchin Sr. (1) and Ajani Carter (12) during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            Iowa State wide receiver Jayden Higgins (9) pulls in an end zone reception in front of Houston defensive back Latrell McCutchin Sr. (1) for a touchdown during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            Iowa State head coach Matt Campbell protests a call during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Houston, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)
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            Baylor quarterback Sawyer Robertson, right, looks to pass the ball over BYU defensive end Isaiah Bagnah, left, in the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Waco, Texas. (AP Photo/Jerry Larson)
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            Baylor safety DJ Coleman leaps over Baylor safety Corey Gordon Jr. (24) after he intercepted a pass against BYU in the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Waco, Texas. (AP Photo/Jerry Larson)
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            Baylor quarterback Sawyer Robertson, right, looks to pass the ball over BYU defensive end Isaiah Bagnah, left, in the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Waco, Texas. (AP Photo/Jerry Larson)
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To Iowa State coach Matt Campbell, Baylor has the look of a team on the cusp of breaking out following a couple of gut-wrenching losses.
The 16th-ranked Cyclones (4-0, 1-0 Big 12) are going to do all they can to keep that from happening Saturday night when the Bears (2-3, 0-2) visit Jack Trice Stadium in Ames, Iowa.
"I know they have not been rewarded the last two weeks maybe with a win," Campbell said. "But, boy, how they've played and especially their ability to come storming back in some of these football games, the mentality, the toughness. We're going to get a really, really good football team, maybe the best team we've played all season coming in here."
The Cyclones are out to their best start since 2000, and a win over Baylor would make them 5-0 for the first time since 1980.
Iowa State's defense, which has ranked among the Big 12's top three for five straight years, is playing at its highest level in decades.

    


The Cyclones' 20-0 win at Houston last week marked their first conference road shutout since 1971. The 29 points allowed over four games are the fewest since the 1980 team gave up 20 and their average of 102 passing yards allowed per game is the best since at least 2000.




Baylor's offense gives opponents a variety of looks. The Bears rotate three to five running backs, and an empty backfield doesn't necessarily mean a pass is coming. Quarterback Sawyer Robertson will make his fourth straight start since taking over for the injured Dequan Finn. Robertson has passed for 787 yards and six touchdowns and has run for 116 yards and three TDs.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It will be everything we can handle," Cyclones defensive coordinator Jon Heacock said.
Baylor won two of its first three games, then went to Colorado and squandered a 14-point lead and lost 38-31 after giving up a 43-yard Hail Mary touchdown that forced overtime. Last week, the Bears trailed BYU 31-14 at half but were within 34-28 before they turned over the ball on downs at the BYU 24 and threw an interception on their final possession.

    


"If we put halves and halves together, we're not top 30, we're top 10 -- and I think they see that that's a possibility," Baylor coach Dave Aranda said. 
King for a day, or longer?

The Cyclones are being careful not to let their 4-0 record and national ranking go to their heads.
"Coach always talks about how they crown you king for a day, and we're king right now, but if we lose you'll be talking to me next week about how we lost," defensive lineman J.R. Singleton told reporters.
Campbell said he never knows how 18- to 22-year-olds will handle accolades when they come.
"Unfortunately, our sport is extremely humbling," he said. "As soon as you think you figured it out, you're going to get humbled fast. It's too competitive, too many good teams. You've got to be hungry and willing to sacrifice everything it takes."
Walk-on gets glory
Third-year walk-on receiver Carson Brown made the most of his opportunity with Jaylin Noel battling cramps in the second half against Houston. Brown's 13-yard reception on a third-and-9 kept alive a Cyclones touchdown drive in the third quarter, and his block helped spring Abu Sama on a 77-yard scoring run in the fourth.

    


"I think Carson has had a similar journey as a lot of men in our program," Campbell said. "They've had to work up the hard side of the mountain. He flashed early that he had talent. Then we had to find him the right spot."
Challenging schedule
Baylor's schedule through this week's game features three ranked opponents that have combined to go 22-6, including 6-1 in Big 12 play. Including next week at Texas Tech, the Bears will face teams that have combined to go 26-7 and 8-1.
Turn negative into positive
The tough losses to Colorado and BYU have created a team-wide sense of frustration, Aranda said, and he hopes his players turn that negative energy into a positive. Aranda said he was encouraged by the sense of urgency some of the captains conveyed in a team meeting.
"I think the response from the team after, and then the practice we had... We could build some momentum off of this," he said.
___

AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football. Sign up for the AP's college football newsletter: https://apnews.com/cfbtop25
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) -- Louisville's grind-it-out pattern has yielded mixed outcomes the past two games, a habit coach Jeff Brohm clearly wants to break ahead of the season's toughest stretch.
The No. 22 Cardinals must pick up their pace against a high-scoring SMU squad that has gained attention with consecutive lopsided victories as an ACC rookie.
The visiting Mustangs (4-1, 1-0 Atlantic Coast Conference ) enter Saturday's showdown having outscored TCU and preseason conference favorite Florida State by a 108-58 combined margin. Louisville (3-1, 1-0) was its own worst enemy in last week's 31-24 loss at Notre Dame, committing three first-half turnovers leading to 17 points. The Cardinals clawed back with a chance to at least tie the game in the final minute but turned the ball over on downs after a costly delay of game penalty.
Louisville has to get out of its own way quickly or end up left behind in the conference race with ACC newcomer SMU leading off a six-game gauntlet featuring No. 8 Miami (5-0, 1-0) and contests at No. 15 and first-place Clemson (3-1, 2-0) and Stanford, another first-year member along with Cal.

    


"We just have to find a way to be sharper with the turnover battle, try to limit big plays, execute in critical time situations, have a good plan for that and be better," Brohm said. "It's a lot of small things that add up when you're facing good teams that you can't have."




Louisville has upsides to build on, such as a 17th-ranked defense (271.5 yards per game) that helped the Cardinals stay close by limiting Notre Dame to 130 yards and a touchdown after halftime. They also outgained the Fighting Irish 395-280 but were done in by their first turnovers this season, six penalties for 50 yards and three sacks allowed.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

SMU's ACC debut was a smashing success as it blew out preseason league favorite Florida State 42-16 in Dallas. Quarterback Kevin Jennings did much of the damage with career bests of 254 yards passing and three touchdowns in his second consecutive start.

    


That rout followed a 66-42 defeat of rival TCU, a game in which the Mustangs scored three non-offensive TDs. SMU comes in ranked 13th in FBS scoring at 44 points per game, a clip that coach Rhett Lashlee hopes his team can sustain over a three-game road stretch that includes Stanford and Duke after a bye.
"This is a great opportunity for us," added Lashlee, whose team has won six straight road games. "Louisville does have one of the better road environments in our conference and obviously they're a Top 25 team. We've got to be able to handle that, do what we've done the last two weeks, not play emotional, be intense, be passionate and be focused. We're excited for the challenge."
Streak ends, but still solid
Louisville quarterback Tyler Shough finally threw an interception at Notre Dame after 86 attempts and fumbled the ball after a 42-yard gain, which led to a score. The Texas Tech transfer still broke the school record for most passes without a pick to start a career and has thrown for multiple scores in all four games. Shough ranks fifth among ACC passers with 278.5 yards per contest and is sixth with 11 TDs.

    


Brashard the bruiser
SMU running back Brashard Smith has rushed for 509 yards (third in the ACC) and seven TDs on 70 carries and ranks top-15 in several FBS categories. The Miami senior transfer's eight total TDs rank seventh with his 7.3-yard average per carry and 151.2 all-purpose yards per contest each ranking ninth.
Opportunistic defenses
SMU is tied for ninth nationally in turnover margin at plus-7 after intercepting three passes last week and is plus-7 in turnover margin. Linebacker Kobe Wilson returned an interception 82 yards for a game-sealing TD against FSU to tie a school record. Louisville is among nine teams tied for 31st at plus-3 after committing its first three turnovers of the season at Notre Dame.
Immediate impact
Defensive lineman Tramel Logan hasn't slowed down since joining Louisville at the start of fall camp. The USF transfer leads the Cardinals with five tackles for loss and three sacks, totals that rank in the top 11 in the ACC. That includes two stops for loss against the Irish.

    


Polling data
The Cardinals dropped seven spots in the AP Top 25 poll with last week's loss and stand in the same position they entered five weeks ago. The Mustangs are receiving votes in the poll.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Things to watch this week in the Atlantic Coast Conference:
Game of the week
No. 8 Miami (5-0, 1-0 ACC) at California (3-1, 0-1), Saturday at 10:30 p.m. ET (ESPN)
The Hurricanes have their best start since winning the first 10 games of the 2017 season as they make a cross-country trip face the Bears, who are playing their first ACC home game. 
Miami survived a wild finish to edge Virginia Tech last week and has positioned itself at the front of the league title chase along with No. 15 Clemson. That has come behind star quarterback Cam Ward, who leads the Bowl Subdivision ranks with 18 touchdown passes while ranking third nationally in passing offense (356.4).
The Bears lost their league debut at Florida State on Sept. 21 and are coming off an open week.
The undercard
Duke (5-0, 1-0) at Georgia Tech (3-2, 1-2) , Saturday at 8 p.m. (ACC Network)
The Blue Devils are off to their best start since winning the first seven games of the 1994 season, and they're coming off a comeback from 20 down to beat rival North Carolina. It's been a strong start to Manny Diaz's coaching tenure, notably with Duke getting after it up front to rank second in the FBS in tackles for loss (10.4) and tied for eighth in sacks (3.4).

    


The Yellow Jackets got off to a big start by taking down preseason ACC favorite FSU in Ireland and cracked the AP Top 25, but they've lost at Syracuse and Louisville since.




Impact players
Eli Holstein, Pittsburgh. The quarterback who redshirted at Alabama last season is in the top 25 nationally in total offense (343.8 yards per game/sixth), touchdown passes (12, 11th) and passer rating (172.3, 15th) entering Saturday's game at North Carolina. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Bhayshul Tuten, Virginia Tech. The running back has cracked the 100-yard rushing mark for four straight games, including a 141 yards and a touchdown in last weekend's Miami loss. The Hokies return to action by visiting Stanford.
Inside the numbers
Twelve of the 17 games in the Pitt-UNC series have been decided by single-digit margins. ... N.C. State hosts longtime ACC instate foe Wake Forest to extend a series that has taken place every year since 1910, the second-longest continuous series in the FBS ranks behind only Wisconsin-Minnesota (dating to 1906). ... Wake Forest (1-3) is off to its worst start under 11th-year coach Dave Clawson. ... Virginia (3-1) has already matched its win total for each of the first two seasons under Tony Elliott entering a game against Boston College. ... Syracuse quarterback Kyle McCord leads the country in passing offense (364.8) entering Friday's game against UNLV.

    


Taking a backseat
The Clemson-FSU game looked like a big one, pairing the preseason favorite Seminoles against the Tigers picked to finish second in the league. But FSU (1-4, 1-3) is only a few points away from being winless entering October, while the Tigers (3-1, 2-0) have regrouped from an ugly season-opening loss to Georgia to roll into dominant form.
Tigers coach Dabo Swinney has 173 career victories and can pass late FSU Hall of Famer Bobby Bowden for most wins at an ACC school.
___

AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football. Sign up for the AP's college football newsletter: https://apnews.com/cfbtop25
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            Texas Tech quarterback Behren Morton (2) throws a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Washington State, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 5 | 
            Houston head coach Willie Fritz, right, reacts after Houston defensive back Jeremiah Wilson (20) intercepted a pass by Oklahoma during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Norman, Okla. (AP Photo/Alonzo Adams)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Arizona's first Big 12 home game against Texas Tech, which is going for 3-0 league start

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            Texas Tech quarterback Behren Morton (2) throws a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Washington State, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 5

                                    
                                    Texas Tech quarterback Behren Morton (2) throws a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Washington State, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 5 | 
            Iowa State head coach Matt Campbell protests a call during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Houston, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 5

                                    
                                    Iowa State head coach Matt Campbell protests a call during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Houston, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Michael Wyke)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            Oklahoma State safety Trey Rucker (9) trips Utah running back Micah Bernard (2) in the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Stillwater, Okla. (AP Photo/Mitch Alcala)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 5

                                    
                                    Oklahoma State safety Trey Rucker (9) trips Utah running back Micah Bernard (2) in the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Stillwater, Okla. (AP Photo/Mitch Alcala)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            West Virginia quarterback Garrett Greene looks to pass against Albany in the second half of an NCAA college football game in Morgantown, W.Va., Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024. (William Wotring/The Dominion-Post via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 5

                                    
                                    West Virginia quarterback Garrett Greene looks to pass against Albany in the second half of an NCAA college football game in Morgantown, W.Va., Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024. (William Wotring/The Dominion-Post via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 5 | 
            Houston head coach Willie Fritz, right, reacts after Houston defensive back Jeremiah Wilson (20) intercepted a pass by Oklahoma during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Norman, Okla. (AP Photo/Alonzo Adams)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 5

                                    
                                    Houston head coach Willie Fritz, right, reacts after Houston defensive back Jeremiah Wilson (20) intercepted a pass by Oklahoma during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Norman, Okla. (AP Photo/Alonzo Adams)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            STEPHEN HAWKINS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Things to watch this week in the Big 12 Conference:
Game of the week
Texas Tech (4-1, 2-0 Big 12) at Arizona (3-1, 1-0), Saturday, 11 p.m. ET (Fox)
Arizona's first Big 12 home game starts under the lights with Texas Tech trying to get to 3-0 in conference play for the first time since 2013. The Red Raiders are the league's highest-scoring team at nearly 42 points a game. They also have Big 12 rushing leader Tahj Brooks (137.8 yards per game), who has run for at least 100 yards in his four games this season, and 12 of his last 15. Arizona is coming off a 23-10 win at then-No. 10 Utah, which hadn't lost at home to an unranked team in six years. The Wildcats had two interceptions and eight pass breakups, their most in a game since 2018. Tech quarterback Behren Morton has thrown for 285 yards a game with 14 touchdowns and only two interceptions. 
The undercard
No. 16 Iowa State (4-0, 1-0) vs. Baylor (2-3, 0-2). Iowa State is coming off its first undefeated September since 2011 and leads the Big 12 with a plus-7 turnover margin. The Cyclones' 20-0 win at Houston was their first conference road shutout since 1971 and coach Matt Campbell's school-record 57th career win. Baylor's had some heartbreak: It lost to BYU, which had an interception with 59 seconds left, and Colorado's Hail Mary touchdown at the end of regulation forced an overtime that saw the Bears fumble at the goal line in overtime. 

    


Impact players
Oklahoma State safety Trey Rucker's 63 tackles are the most for any Power Four player, as are his 35 solo stops. He has at least 10 tackles in four of five games. The Cowboys (3-2, 0-2), who host West Virginia, have the league's top two tacklers, with linebacker Nick Martin at 47.




Inside the numbers
Kansas has a four-game losing streak since opening the season with a 48-0 win over FCS team Lindenwood. The Jayhawks will be the opponent Saturday for Arizona State's first Big 12 home game. ... UCF is the only FBS team to rush for at least 140 yards in the past 17 games, though the Knights' 177 in a loss to Colorado last week were their season low. ... West Virginia quarterback Garrett Greene is coming off season highs with 295 yards passing and 87 rushing in a win at Kansas. ... No. 17 BYU (5-0, 2-0), No. 18 Utah (4-1, 1-1) and No. 20 Kansas State (4-1, 1-1) are among five Big 12 teams that will begin October with an open date, joining Cincinnati (3-2, 1-1) and Colorado (4-1, 2-0). 
Scoreless in the Big 12

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Houston (1-4, 0-2) has been shut out in each of its first two Big 12 games with coach Willie Fritz. This is the first time since 1994 that the Cougars have been held scoreless in back-to-back games. The only time it happened three games in a row was at the end of the 1947 season. There was only one shutout in Big 12 league play last year, the Cougars' 41-0 loss at Kansas State. They play Friday night at TCU (3-2, 1-1), whose nine-game winning streak in the series began with their final three meetings as Southwest Conference foes from 1993-95.
___

Get alerts on the latest AP Top 25 poll throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/college-football and https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll
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            Mississippi head coach Lane Kiffin argues a call with an official during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Wake Forest in Winston-Salem, N.C., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Chuck Burton)
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COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- One loss won't end the championship hopes of No. 12 Mississippi, no matter how bad the Rebels' offense looked in falling to Kentucky. 
Mississippi coach Lane Kiffin told his team just that this week as it prepared to face South Carolina (3-1, 1-1 Southeastern Conference). Nothing, not the SEC title or a spot in the College Football Playoff, is off the table after the 20-17 loss to the Wildcats. 
Kiffin said he told them, "Just because you get all those questions, understand everything that you want to do is still there." 
The same might be true for the Gamecocks, who blew a 17-0 lead at home to No. 13 LSU before falling in the last two minutes, 36-33, three weeks ago. 
South Carolina coach Shane Beamer, even after his team's 50-7 win over Akron and a bye week, has not fully let go of that LSU loss where the Gamecocks had two apparent pick-six interceptions called back due to penalties. 

    


The best way to put that in the past, Beamer believes, is another strong effort Saturday against Ole Miss (4-1, 0-1). The Gamecocks had a bye last week, giving Beamer the chance to watch Kentucky take down the Rebels, who lead the SEC in total offense but were held to 353 yards -- more than 250 fewer than their average -- by the Wildcats. 




Beamer came away impressed with both teams, not a potential blueprint for victory.
"I walked out of that game thinking, 'You know what, we knew Kentucky was a good team when we played them,'" Beamer said. "Then, I also walked out of there saying I knew Ole Miss is a really good team and they showed that on Saturday." 
Welcome back, Juice

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Antwane "Juice" Wells Jr., the Ole Miss receiver, is returning to South Carolina, where he was the Gamecocks' leading receiver in 2022 with 68 catches for 928 yards and six TDs. Wells played just three games last year due to injuries and decided to move onto the Rebels. Count on fans letting Wells know how they felt about him leaving. 

    


"I'm not really worried about it, honestly," Wells said. "I do a great job of not cluttering my mind with any negative things or anything like that." 
Offensive meeting
Mississippi quarterback Jaxson Dart led a players meeting with the offense on Sunday after the loss to Kentucky. Receiver Cayden Lee said players discussed what happened, why it happened and how to make sure the defeat doesn't linger.
Dart "led the meeting and just talked things over," Lee said. "He's definitely taking it hard. This week I feel like he's got something in store. We're going to do really good, I feel like."
Portal power
Boosted by key transfers, the Rebels lead the FBS in rushing defense, allowing 46.2 yards a game, and tackles for loss (53). Ole Miss is in a three-way tie for fewest touchdowns allowed (three).
Transfers have accounted for 31.5 of those tackles for loss, led by linebacker Chris Paul Jr. with seven and defensive end Princely Umanmielen with six.
South Carolina injuries
South Carolina starters in quarterback LaNorris Sellers and running back Raheim Sanders, who were both out with ankle injuries, have practiced this week and appear on track to play against Mississippi. Sellers came out right before halftime against LSU three weeks ago with the Gamecocks ahead 24-10. He missed the second half and the last game with Akron on Sept. 21. Sanders was hurt early in the 50-7 win over the Zips. 

    


Frequent connection
Dart has completed 113 passes and 49 of them have gone to Tre Harris, the highest connection percentage of any FBS passing duo. Dart leads the nation in passing yards (1,815), passing efficiency (208.5) and yards per attempt (12.4).
Harris tops the country with 804 receiving yards and 160.8 per game. That's the highest receiving yardage total by any receiver entering October since Oregon State's Brandin Cooks produced 807 in 2013.
---
AP Sports Writer John Zenor contributed to this report. 
---
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Things to watch this week in the Big Ten Conference:
Game of the week
No. 10 Michigan (4-1, 2-0) at Washington (3-2, 1-1), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (NBC)
It's a rematch of last year's national championship game that Michigan won 34-13, but a whole lot has changed in the nine months since.
Both head coaches are gone, as Michigan's Jim Harbaugh left for the NFL's Los Angeles Chargers while Alabama hired Kalen DeBoer away from Washington. The quarterbacks from that game have departed as well after Washington's Michael Penix Jr. went eighth and Michigan's J.J. McCarthy went 10th in this year's NFL draft.
The teams combined for three losses by the end of September. Last year, they both carried unbeaten records into the championship game.
Michigan lost 31-12 at home to No. 2 Texas but has won three straight since. Sherrone Moore's Wolverines are relying on a Kalel Mullings-led rushing attack, as they totaled just 118 yards passing the last two weeks in victories over Southern California and Minnesota.

    


Washington has lost two of its last three games, including a 21-18 setback at Rutgers last week, as the Huskies endure growing pains under new coach Jedd Fisch.BetMGM Sportsbook still has the Huskies as 2 1/2-point favorites.




The undercard
Iowa (3-1, 1-0) at No. 3 Ohio State (4-0, 1-0). 
The Hawkeyes have scored at least 31 points in three of its first four games under new coordinator Tim Lester, a big step forward for a team that exceeded 26 points just once last season and got shut out in its final two games. Ohio State allows the fewest points per game (6.8) of any Bowl Subdivision team. Iowa's a 19 1/2-point underdog, according to BetMGM, and will need another big performance from Kaleb Johnson, who ranks second in the nation in yards rushing (685) and is coming off a 206-yard performance against Minnesota.
Impact players

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Penn State DE Abdul Carter had four tackles for loss, two sacks and a forced fumble in No. 7 Penn State's 21-7 triumph over No. 24 Illinois. He was the first Penn State player to have four tackles for loss in a game since 2018.

    


Indiana LB Aiden Fisher had 12 tackles in a 42-28 victory over Maryland. He has collected at least eight tackles in each of No. 23 Indiana's first five games and has a Big Ten-leading 50 this season.
Oregon WR Tez Johnson caught 11 passes for 121 yards and two touchdowns in the sixth-ranked Ducks' 34-13 victory at UCLA. After setting a school single-season record with 86 catches last year, Johnson already has 33 receptions through four games.
Inside the numbers
Wisconsin will try to beat Purdue for an 18th straight time on Saturday. Purdue's last victory over Wisconsin came in 2003. ... Michigan State coach Jonathan Smith has plenty of familiarity with Oregon - the Spartans' opponent Friday - as a former Oregon State quarterback and coach. Smith went 2-4 against Oregon as Oregon State's head coach and was 2-2 in his years as Oregon State's quarterback. ... Purdue QB Hudson Card has thrown as many touchdown passes to the opposing team (3) as to his own over the last three weeks. He has thrown a pick-6 in each of Purdue's last three games. ... Minnesota is allowing just 96.8 yards passing per game, the fewest of any FBS team.

    


Now don't get upset
Indiana is 5-0 for only the third time in program history and the first time since 1967. The Hoosiers enter Saturday's game at Northwestern as a 13 1/2-point favorite, according to BetMGM. That number seems a bit large, considering the history of this series. Indiana has lost each of the last eight times it has visited Evanston and hasn't won at Northwestern since 1993.
___

Get alerts on the latest AP Top 25 poll throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/college-football and https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/big-ten-preview-edde7ea74a89d0b7ab8d02123e793b93



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Quarterback Hajj-Malik Williams can prove he's an upgrade for No. 25 UNLV against Syracuse | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Quarterback Hajj-Malik Williams can prove he's an upgrade for No. 25 UNLV against Syracuse

    Quarterback Hajj-Malik Williams can prove he's an upgrade for No. 25 UNLV against Syracuse

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            CORRECTS ID TO QUARTERBACK HAJJ-MALIK WILLIAMS, NOT RUNNING BACK JAI'DEN THOMAS - UNLV quarterback Hajj-Malik Williams (6) celebrates after running for a touchdown past Fresno State defensive back Jayden Davis (11) during the first half of a NCAA football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Las Vegas. (Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            UNLV quarterback Hajj-Malik Williams (6) is tackled by Fresno State defensive lineman Mordecai Hines (89) as linebacker Phoenix Jackson (7) looks on during the first half of a NCAA football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Las Vegas. (Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            Syracuse quarterback Kyle McCord (6) looks to pass against Georgia Tech during the first half of an NCAA football game on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024 in Syracuse, N.Y. Syracuse won 31-28. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Quarterback Hajj-Malik Williams can prove he's an upgrade for No. 25 UNLV against Syracuse

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            CORRECTS ID TO QUARTERBACK HAJJ-MALIK WILLIAMS, NOT RUNNING BACK JAI'DEN THOMAS - UNLV quarterback Hajj-Malik Williams (6) celebrates after running for a touchdown past Fresno State defensive back Jayden Davis (11) during the first half of a NCAA football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Las Vegas. (Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3

                                    
                                    CORRECTS ID TO QUARTERBACK HAJJ-MALIK WILLIAMS, NOT RUNNING BACK JAI'DEN THOMAS - UNLV quarterback Hajj-Malik Williams (6) celebrates after running for a touchdown past Fresno State defensive back Jayden Davis (11) during the first half of a NCAA football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Las Vegas. (Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            UNLV quarterback Hajj-Malik Williams (6) is tackled by Fresno State defensive lineman Mordecai Hines (89) as linebacker Phoenix Jackson (7) looks on during the first half of a NCAA football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Las Vegas. (Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3

                                    
                                    UNLV quarterback Hajj-Malik Williams (6) is tackled by Fresno State defensive lineman Mordecai Hines (89) as linebacker Phoenix Jackson (7) looks on during the first half of a NCAA football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Las Vegas. (Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            Syracuse quarterback Kyle McCord (6) looks to pass against Georgia Tech during the first half of an NCAA football game on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024 in Syracuse, N.Y. Syracuse won 31-28. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3

                                    
                                    Syracuse quarterback Kyle McCord (6) looks to pass against Georgia Tech during the first half of an NCAA football game on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024 in Syracuse, N.Y. Syracuse won 31-28. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            W.G. RAMIREZ

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


LAS VEGAS (AP) -- If dual-threat quarterback Hajj-Malik Williams truly is an upgrade under center for No. 25 UNLV, the Rebels would certainly love for him to prove himself one step further than he did during last week's 59-14 win over Fresno State.
The Rebels (4-0) will enter unchartered territory Friday night when they host Syracuse (3-1) as the 25th-ranked team in the nation.
UNLV had never been ranked in the AP Top 25, but after Williams threw three touchdown passes and ran for a score in the win against Fresno State, the Rebels are doing their best to prove they are becoming a football school. In turn, Williams is doing his best to make his predecessor a distant memory.
Williams took over UNLV's offense after Matthew Sluka announced through his agent last week that he would sit out the rest of the season over an alleged $100,000 NIL payment that was never paid.

    


A few days later, Williams completed 13 of 16 passes for 182 yards. He also carried 12 times for 119 yards.
"I thought we did a great job establishing the line of scrimmage with the offensive line play," UNLV coach Barry Odom said. "I thought we were able to run the ball. You get over 250 yards rushing, (that) usually means your offensive line is blocking well. Receivers were blocking well on the perimeter, running backs ran well."




UNLV already has two road wins at Big 12 schools Houston (Aug. 31) and Kansas (Sept. 13), and now welcomes the ACC's Syracuse. The Orange allow 343.8 yards per game (67th nationally), while their pass-efficiency defense is 36th in the country.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I look at the way they play at all three phases, they're tough, they're physical," Odom said. "They play a brand of football that has really good football players in every area, and they've got great coaches. You look for advantages throughout either offense, defense and kicking, and they're tough to find."

    


Muzzling McCord
UNLV will have its hands full with arguably the best quarterback it will see this season. Kyle McCord had a career-high 385 yards passing against Holy Cross to become the first Syracuse quarterback to throw for 300 yards in four straight games. He leads the nation in passing yards per game (364.8) and completions per game (28.5). McCord's 1,459 yards passing is the highest total for an Orange signal-caller through the first four games of a season in program history.
Special and not so much
UNLV recorded two special teams touchdowns against Fresno State. The first came on a blocked punt that was returned by All-American wide receiver Ricky White III, while the second came on a 90-yard kickoff return by RB Jae'Den Thomas.
Against Holy Cross, Syracuse was 0 for 3 on field goal attempts with Jadyn Oh and incumbent Brady Denaburg coming up empty.
Road openers
After opening the season with four straight in Syracuse, the Orange hit the road for the first time this season. Syracuse has won three straight and five of its last six road openers.
Friday night lights
UNLV will play for the 25th time on a Friday. The Rebels are 10-13-1 all-time on Fridays, including losses in 12 of their last 16.
"We've adjusted our practice schedule to be able to fit the time we need for meetings and for the number of reps that we need," Odom said about his team's preparation.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A hacking group tied to Russian intelligence tried to worm its way into the systems of dozens of Western think tanks, journalists and former military and intelligence officials, Microsoft and U.S. authorities said Thursday.
The group, known as Star Blizzard to cyberespionage experts, targeted its victims with emails that appeared to come from a trusted source -- a tactic known as spear phishing. In fact, the emails sought access to the victims' internal systems, as a way to steal information and disrupt their activities.
Star Blizzard's actions were persistent and sophisticated, according to Microsoft, and the group often did detailed research on its targets before launching an attack. Star Blizzard also went after civil society groups, U.S. companies, American military contractors and the Department of Energy, which oversees many nuclear programs, the company said.

    


On Thursday, a U.S. court unsealed documents authorizing Microsoft and the Department of Justice to seize more than 100 website domain names associated with Star Blizzard. That action came after a lawsuit was filed against the network by Microsoft and the NGO-Information Sharing and Analysis Center, a nonprofit tech organization that investigated Star Blizzard.




Authorities haven't gone into details about Star Blizzard's effectiveness but said they expect Russia to keep deploying hacking and cyberattacks against the U.S. and its allies.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The Russian government ran this scheme to steal Americans' sensitive information, using seemingly legitimate email accounts to trick victims into revealing account credentials," Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco said in announcing the U.S. actions against Star Blizzard. "With the continued support of our private sector partners, we will be relentless in exposing Russian actors and cybercriminals and depriving them of the tools of their illicit trade."

    


Star Blizzard has been linked to Russia's Federal Security Service, or FSB. Last year, British authorities accused the group of mounting a yearslong cyberespionage campaign against U.K. lawmakers. Microsoft said it has been tracking the group's activities since 2017.
Microsoft said it observed Star Blizzard attempt dozens of hacking efforts targeting 30 different groups since January 2023. The tech giant's cybersecurity experts say Star Blizzard has proven to be especially elusive.
"Star Blizzard's ability to adapt and obfuscate its identity presents a continuing challenge for cybersecurity professionals," the company wrote in a report on its findings. 
U.S. authorities charged two Russian men last year in connection with Star Blizzard's past actions. Both are believed to be in Russia.

Along with American targets, Star Blizzard went after people and groups throughout Europe and in other NATO countries. Many had supported Ukraine following Russia's invasion.
A message left with the Russian Embassy in Washington was not immediately returned Thursday. 
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris boards Air Force Two at Augusta Regional Airport in Augusta, Ga., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, en route to Washington, after visiting the area impacted by Hurricane Helene. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            FILE - An image of President-elect Donald Trump appears on a television screen on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Nov. 9, 2016. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)
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                                        Democratic presidential candidate Kamala Harris is opening a two-day stay in Wisconsin and Michigan, and Republican candidate Donald Trump will be in Michigan on Thursday as the two candidates grapple for wins in the "blue wall" battleground states, which also include Pennsylvania. 
Liz Cheney, one of Trump's fiercest Republican antagonists, will join Harris at a campaign event in Wisconsin on Thursday aimed at reaching out to moderate voters and rattling the former president.
Cheney was the top Republican on the House committee that investigated the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection, earning Trump's disdain and effectively exiling herself from her own party.
Cheney lost her Wyoming seat to a Trump-endorsed candidate two years ago and she endorsed Harris last month. The two women will appear together in a historic white schoolhouse in Ripon, where a series of meetings held in 1854 to oppose slavery's expansion led to the birth of the Republican Party.

    


Harris' visit to Wisconsin comes one day after a federal judge unsealed a 165-page court filing outlining prosecutors' case against Trump for his attempt to overturn his 2020 election defeat. Trump has pleaded not guilty to charges of conspiracy and obstruction.




Harris on Friday will hold a campaign rally in Flint, Michigan, continuing her tour of states that have been critical to Democratic victories. Trump won Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and Michigan in 2016, and Joe Biden won them in 2020.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump on Thursday will hold a rally in Saginaw County, a bellwether in the center of the state.
The Republican candidate has ramped up his focus on Michigan, holding two rallies there less than a week ago. In 2020, Biden's win in Saginaw County by a slim 303 votes contributed to his victory in the state.
Follow the AP's Election 2024 coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
Here's the latest:
President Biden says he isn't concerned the 2024 presidential race is close
President Joe Biden said Thursday that he wasn't concerned the 2024 presidential race between Democratic nominee Kamala Harris and Republican Donald Trump was close

    


"It always gets this close," he said to reporters on the South Lawn of the White House on his way to visit storm-ravaged Georgia and Florida. "She's gonna do fine," he said of his vice president.
Biden was also asked how Harris' running mate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz did in the vice presidential debate.
"The other guy lost the debate," Biden said. "He misrepresented everything."
Hurricane Helene brings climate change to forefront of presidential campaign
The devastation wrought by Hurricane Helene has brought climate change to the forefront of the presidential campaign after the issue lingered on the margins for months.
Vice President Kamala Harris traveled to Georgia Wednesday to see hard-hit areas, two days after her Republican opponent, former President Donald Trump, was in the state and criticized the federal response to the storm, which has killed at least 180 people. Thousands of people in the Carolinas still lack running water, cellphone service and electricity.

President Joe Biden toured some of the hardest-hit areas by helicopter on Wednesday. Biden, who has frequently been called on to survey damage and console victims after tornadoes, wildfires, tropical storms and other natural disasters, traveled to the Carolinas to get a closer look at the hurricane devastation. He is expected to visit Georgia and Florida later this week.
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            A vehicle outside the Mid-America Center in Council Bluffs, Iowa, displays sentiments similar to those voiced at the Opening the Heavens conference held there on Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Smith)
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                                        COUNCIL BLUFFS, Iowa (AP) -- Thousands sang, cheered and prayed as multiple preachers declared Donald Trump to be God's favored candidate to defeat what one called the "forces of darkness."
Headliners denounced Democrat Kamala Harris -- Trump's campaign rival -- as influenced by demons and the spirit of the wicked biblical queen Jezebel.
Attendees stood and recited in unison a "Watchman Decree," invoking a government that honors God and has "righteous" laws and "biblical" judicial rulings. They pledged to "take back and permanently control" positions of leadership in sectors such as government, business and culture.
"We break every curse against Donald Trump -- we break every satanic incantation against his presidency," declared the host preacher, Hank Kunneman, at the annual Opening the Heavens conference, held in mid-September at the Mid-America Center arena in Council Bluffs.

    


The conference is one of several of its type around the country this election year, featuring exuberant worship and speeches by influential preachers. It represents a highly politicized wing of charismatic Christianity, a larger movement that emphasizes spiritual gifts such as healings, prophecy and speaking in tongues.




As a sign of this movement's influence, Republican vice presidential nominee JD Vance appeared recently at a similar conference, called the Courage Tour, in Pennsylvania.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Goals for the conference included getting out the vote for Trump and his allies, and mobilizing believers to pray and take part in what's proclaimed to be a literal spiritual war surrounding the election.
"Get your butt out there and vote. Get your voice and raise it!" declared Kunneman, who pastors Lord of Hosts Church in nearby Omaha, Nebraska, with his wife, Brenda. "Let every devil fall. ... We push back any attempt to steal the executive office."
The conference emerges from a movement that emphasizes authoritative direction from leaders considered to be modern-day apostles and prophets. It also incorporated Christian nationalism, a fusion of American and Christian identity.

    


Critics view the movement with alarm, seeing it as anti-democratic and supporting a candidate with authoritarian ambitions and incendiary rhetoric. Many of its leaders rallied behind Trump's claims that the 2020 election was stolen despite overwhelming evidence to the contrary. 
"The attitude coming into 2024 is, 'The demons are probably going to try to steal this election again, and so we need to do spiritual warfare in advance to prevent that,'" said Matthew Taylor, author of the new book on the movement, "The Violent Take It By Force: The Christian Movement That Is Threatening Our Democracy."
"It's very hard to have a pluralistic democracy," Taylor said, when many distrust the electoral system.
Several leaders in this movement were present at rallies in Washington protesting Biden's presidential victory before and on Jan. 6, 2021, said Taylor.
Leaders weren't among the Capitol rioters, but some issued decrees and prayers that the certification of Biden's win be blocked and Trump returned for a second term.

    


Such ideology "is one of those golden threads" in the social media feeds of many participants of the Jan. 6 rallies, said Taylor, Protestant scholar at the Baltimore-based Institute for Islamic, Christian, and Jewish Studies. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Headliners at the Council Bluffs conference repeatedly spoke of being in a true spiritual war, merging decrees of political victory and Christian revival. 
The "favor of the Lord" is on Trump, said one preacher, Dutch Sheets. "America is going to be saved, and I believe this election is a part of it."
His brother and fellow preacher, Tim Sheets, recounted seeing a vision of a warrior angel firing an arrow that landed in front of the White House, claiming the territory for God.
"We must move into battle for the Lord," he said. "The drums of spiritual war are beating."
Preachers repeatedly denounced abortion -- one described it as an outpouring of blood craved by demons -- and the "mutilation" of children, as they depicted gender-affirming treatment for transgender youths.

    


The arena appeared a little more than half full, with thousands of attendees from multiple states. Many wore T-shirts with slogans like, "Defender of Territory" and "We the People Trust Jesus," while several bundled up with American flag-themed fleece blankets amid chilly air conditioning.
Participants at the Council Bluffs conference, mostly but not exclusively white, aligned with the larger evangelical Christian support of Trump.
About 8 in 10 white evangelicals supported Trump in 2020, according to AP VoteCast. Pew Research Center's validated voter survey found similar support levels in 2016.
This year, about 7 in 10 white evangelical Protestants view the Republican nominee favorably, an AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research survey found.

    


Behind that supermajority is a diverse evangelicalism. The charismatic exuberance and focus on the supernatural contrast in tone with the relatively restrained approach of groups such as Southern Baptists, though they have allied in their political conservatism and opposition to abortion and LGBTQ+ rights.
And the charismatic movement has its own diversity. This heavily politicized branch teaches that in the present day, God has re-established the ancient biblical roles of apostle -- an authoritative leader -- and prophet, someone issuing divine proclamations.
The movement isn't a denomination. Churches and ministries largely operate independently, even as its leaders speak at each others' conferences, endorse each others' books and appear on each others' broadcasts.
As one example of the overlap: The Opening the Heavens conference in Council Bluffs featured one segment called FlashPoint Live -- an in-person version of a television show that mixes charismatic Christianity and conservative politics. It's one of several such FlashPoint Live conferences this year, hosted by pastor Gene Bailey -- whose recent interview with Trump demonstrated the close ties between the movement and the former president.
The ReAwaken America tour, started by Trump's former national security advisor Michael Flynn, has similarly blended the political with revival-like rallies and featured members of Trump's family.
While a range of evangelicals served as Trump's faith-based advisors during his administration, charismatic leaders were especially prominent.
The apostles-and-prophets movement overlaps with two related, popular ideas: dominionism, which says Christians are to be in charge of society, and the "Seven Mountain Mandate," which specifies seven areas where Christians are to lead -- politics, religion, media, business, family, education and the arts and entertainment.
Bailey led in the reciting of the Watchman Decree at Council Bluffs, which included a pledge to "permanently control positions of influence and leadership in each of the seven mountains."
Bailey and Kunneman declined interview requests through a media representative.
Taylor said that according to this strand of charismatic theology, Holy Spirit-filled Christians have the power not just to ask God for results but to speak them into being.
"It's not just spouting off or praying prayers," he said. "They believe that they are changing reality with these Watchman Decrees."
He added: "It looks wild when you encounter it, but it is very popular, and it's very dangerous."
Separate from the Council Bluffs conference organizers, but with an overlapping cast of speakers, is the Courage Tour. It's led by Lance Wallnau, who popularized the Seven Mountain concept and was an early booster of Trump's 2016 candidacy.
The tour has been held in crucial battleground states, mixing worship, prayers for miraculous healings and overt politics -- including a call for Christians to become election workers or poll watchers to "fight the fraud" in swing states.
Taylor said this appears to lay groundwork for a campaign to delegitimize the 2024 election results if Harris wins.
While movement leaders speak of spiritual warfare -- that is, angel vs. demon rather than human vs. human -- Taylor said such rhetoric can stoke some people into taking matters into their own hands.
He said it's no surprise that some rioters at the Capitol in 2021 were loudly praying and displaying Christian symbols.
"I really do worry that we could see a lot more political violence," he said.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            FILE - Rep. Elissa Slotkin, D-Mich., speaks before Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris during a campaign event at Northwestern High School in Detroit, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)
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            Hundreds of Lebanese and Palestinian flags are flown throughout a crowd in Dearborn, Mich. on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024 as people attend a rally to show their support for Lebanon as the conflict in the Middle East escalates. (AP Photo/Joey Cappelletti)
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            Dr. Baqir Berry of the Islamic Institute of Knowledge speaks to hundreds who gathered for a rally in support of Lebanon in light of recent Israeli strikes that killed hundreds, on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024 in front of the Henry Ford Centennial Library in Dearborn, Mich. (Katy Kildee/Detroit News via AP)
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            Hundreds gather for a rally in support of Lebanon in light of recent Israeli strikes that killed hundreds, on Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024 in front of the Henry Ford Centennial Library in Dearborn, Mich. (Katy Kildee/Detroit News via AP)
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                                        EASTPOINTE, Mich. (AP) -- Bill Clinton stood with Michigan Democratic Rep. Debbie Dingell outside a suburban Detroit grocery store two days before the 2016 election when it was clear to both that Hillary Clinton would lose the state. "They didn't listen to you," Dingell recalled the former president saying.
Democrats in the state have seemed ascendant since, controlling the governorship, both Senate seats and the state legislature. But some party leaders here are worried that trend is not enough to put distance between Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald Trump. Harris' campaign is banking on the fact that they have spent considerably more money than Trump on ads and have a stronger voter outreach program.
Michigan is a state that Harris almost certainly must win to capture the White House, and Democrats' concerns are rooted in the fear that polls don't register all Trump supporters both here and in other battleground states as the campaign enters a critical final phase.

    


"Anyone who's from Michigan knows that, if you believe the polling, like, I got a bridge I'm going to sell you somewhere," said Michigan Rep. Elissa Slotkin, the Democratic Senate nominee.




Dingell and others have said Harris is still relatively new to many voters and that she needs to make her plans clearer to voters. The congresswoman also said Harris needed to counter efforts by Republicans to paint her as out of touch with Michigan workers.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The state of play today? "No one is winning this state right now," Dingell said.
Patrick Schuh, a veteran Michigan Democratic campaign strategist now deputy national states director for the Democratic voter outreach group America Votes, said voters they have canvassed "are still wanting to hear more about what Harris stands for as a candidate."
In some ways, it is simply the worrying point in a campaign, and some Michigan Republicans have concerns that mirror Harris supporters, pointing to Harris' spending edge and lack of a get-out-the-vote effort directly from the Trump campaign. 

    


Trump and allied groups have focused in this automotive manufacturing stronghold on the false claim that Harris "wants to end all gas-powered cars," as one ad that began airing this week states. 
As vice president, Harris was the tie-breaking vote for the Biden administration's 2022 Inflation Reduction Act, which includes $7,500 tax credits for new electric vehicle purchases. 
In an ad airing in Detroit this week, Harris emphasized her biography as a former California attorney general and district attorney "fighting on behalf of others." 
A complication for Harris has been opposition to the Biden administration's support for Israel in the war in the Middle East within metro Detroit, especially Dearborn, an area that is home to the nation's largest Arab American community. After months of ongoing discussions with Harris' team, communication with some Arab American leaders has stalled, according to Arab American News Publisher Osama Siblani, a prominent leader in the community. Phil Gordon, Harris' national security adviser, met virtually with some Arab and Muslim leaders on Wednesday to discuss the escalating war in the Middle East. 

    


The death of a Dearborn resident, who Dingell and other community leaders this week said was killed in south Lebanon, has only ignited anger in the traditionally Democratic area. Kamel Ahmad Jawad's death was confirmed Wednesday by a spokesperson for the White House's National Security Council.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Harris may overcome divisions within the Democratic coalition by boosting voter turnout in Wayne County, home to Detroit, where low turnout in 2016 contributed to Clinton's loss. Black community leaders noted that excitement surged when Harris entered the race in the summer, and that some momentum continues in the majority-Black city of Eastpointe, just north of Detroit.
Canvassers knocking on doors there for Harris last week encountered several who were firmly committed to voting for her, though some undecided voters wanted to learn more.

    


"I just go off of what I see in the commercials, and Kamala just seems like she's more for the middle class," said Taneisha Stinson, a single mother for whom affordable child care is a top issue.
It's understandable for some Democrats to be nervous, given Michigan's recent narrow presidential election margins, said Amy Chapman, a Democratic strategist in Michigan. Trump won in 2016 by fewer than 11,000 votes. In 2020, Biden carried it by a little more than 154,000 votes, but only by 2.8 percentage points. 
"If people are worried, they should be," said Chapman, who was Barack Obama's state campaign director in 2008. "But, not in an 'oh no' way, rather in a we-have-to-work-hard way."
Harris has not ignored pleas to compete aggressively in Michigan, as Hillary Clinton did in 2016 when she became the first Democrat to lose Michigan in 28 years. 

    


Since entering the race on July 23, Harris' campaign and outside groups that support her candidacy have spent more than $79 million in advertising in Michigan, compared to Trump and groups supporting him which have spent more than $62 million, according to the media-tracking firm AdImpact. From Oct. 1 through Election Day, Harris and pro-Harris groups have reserved more than $40 million in Michigan ad spending, compared to $25 million for Trump's campaign and allied groups, according to the firm. 
Harris' campaign also has 52 staffed campaign offices in Michigan, including three in Detroit, two in the Grand Rapids area, the state's second-largest metro area and two in vote-rich Oakland County, Detroit's more affluent northwest suburbs. Trump's campaign said they had dozens of offices across the state and in similar places. 
"Democrats' financial resources absolutely dwarf anything that the Republicans have," said former Republican Michigan Gov. John Engler. "But Trump is making stops in locations that have never had presidential visits before, and those are impactful with margins this close."
Due, in part, to an abbreviated campaign, Harris has visited Michigan three times, with a fourth stop planned for Friday in Flint. In contrast, Trump has made 11 visits to the state, with a 12th planned Thursday in Saginaw. His stops have spread across various regions, while Harris' efforts have largely focused on the Detroit area.
Public polling, along with insights from campaign operatives in both major parties, indicates that neither candidate holds a clear advantage. On a call with donors this week, Slotkin said her campaign's polling showed Harris "underwater" in the state, a synonym for trailing. Her comments to donors were first reported by Axios. 
Slotkin dismissed the term as "just an expression that this is an exceptionally close race," when asked to clarify her remark.
Still, the scenario isn't what Democratic activist Lori Goldman expected after the party's enthusiasm spiked with Harris' July entry into the race. 
"What did we see? Money coming in like crazy. Everybody was excited. There was such a bump," said Goldman, who founded Fems for Dems, a leading Michigan Democratic voter outreach group based in Oakland County. "And now, you know, it's neck and neck." 
"It is PTSD," Goldman said. 
Goldman was referring to what Dingell remembers as the outcome of her unheeded warnings in 2016. The Democratic nominee campaigned in Michigan only four times from June through the election. Instead, she focused more on Florida, Ohio, North Carolina and Pennsylvania, all of which she also lost. 

Polls that showed Clinton ahead in Michigan, said Michigan Democratic strategist Adrian Hemond, as others did at the time, did not accurately reflect Trump's support in the state. 
"Smart Democrats have a healthy sense of paranoia," Hemond said. "If polling is as far off as it was in 2016, we're cooked." 
___ Beaumont reported from Detroit.
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            FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally, July 13, 2024, in Butler, Pa. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at the Johnny Mercer Theatre Civic Center, Sept. 24, 2024, in Savannah, Ga. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign event, Sept. 29, 2024, in Erie, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            FILE - Supporters look at a graphic on the screen as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign event at the Indiana University of Pennsylvania Ed Fry Arena, Sept. 23, 2024, in Indiana, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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                                        Ever since the assassination attempt at his rally in Pennsylvania, Donald Trump has professed a unique fondness for a bar chart he credits for saving his life.
Trump was addressing the crowd in Butler about illegal immigration and reviewing a chart that detailed U.S.-Mexico border crossings during his administration and President Joe Biden's term. Trump had his head turned to the right to review the graphic on a projection screen when the gunfire began. One bullet nicked his right ear.
He has said having his head turned "probably saved my life," that he loves the chart "more than I even love the police" and that he will "sleep with that chart for the rest of my life." He has made it a recurring campaign prop and is likely to show it again when he returns to Butler on Saturday. 
The chart helps the Republican presidential nominee connect a defining moment from his 2024 campaign to his signature issue since he entered politics. It also is representative of how the Trump campaign has addressed immigration, making a strident argument for tougher border measures while erasing or misstating key parts of his record.

    


Here are more details about the chart and how Trump has used it.




A senator gave Trump the chart while on his plane
Sen. Ron Johnson, R-Wis., said he was aboard Trump's plane in April to hitch a ride from an Easter family holiday in Florida to campaign events in the Midwest. While on the flight, Johnson showed Trump the chart, which depicts a dramatic increase in encounters with migrants at the southern border using statistics that are tallied by the U.S. Border Patrol. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump asked Johnson to send it to his communications team, which changed the title, description and edited some of the annotations, to begin rolling it out that same day at an event with law enforcement officers in Grand Rapids, Michigan. At that event, Trump referred to people in the U.S. illegally who are suspected of committing crimes as "animals."

    


"It's obvious what the Biden administration has done in that chart. It shows what Trump had to deal with and how he successfully dealt with it," Johnson said in an interview. "And then it shows just the explosion of illegal immigration under President Biden and Vice President (Kamala) Harris."
Border crossings hit record highs during the Biden administration but have fallen since Biden instituted a curb on asylum claims by executive order earlier this year. 
Harris' presidential campaign blames Trump for pressuring Republicans in Congress not to support a bipartisan border security package that Democrats say would have helped fix a broken immigration system.
The chart shows border crossings hit record highs

The Border Patrol has tallied about 7.1 million arrests of people crossing illegally from Mexico from the start of the Biden administration through July, but many of those arrests were repeat crossers. Trump regularly hammers Biden and Harris for allowing record-high numbers, often claiming without evidence that the figure is upward of 30 million. 
The chart notes policies Trump instituted such as "Remain in Mexico," a program that makes asylum seekers wait south of the border that Biden halted when he took office. The policies are intended to show Trump drove down border crossings during his term.

    


The description of the chart says "Biden world record illegal immigrants, many from prisons and mental institutions," a claim Trump usually makes in rallies even though there is no evidence countries are sending their criminals or mentally ill across the border. 
The chart leaves out family separation

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


The graphic incorrectly identifies the month Trump left office, marking it as if it had happened during the spring of 2020, when the coronavirus pandemic prompted travel restrictions and vastly lowered the number of arrivals. Before the pandemic, the Trump administration struggled to manage large influxes of migrants, too. 
Rep. Robert Garcia, D-Calif., showed the chart recently at a hearing in Congress to point out this error.
"It's important to note and to point out how incorrect it actually is," he said, as he pointed out that border encounters had started to trend upwards in the months that followed and while Trump was still in office.

    


The chart also leaves out what perhaps was Trump's most controversial immigration policy. Between 2017 and 2018, border agents separated children from their parents at the U.S.-Mexico border in a policy that was condemned globally as inhumane and one that Trump himself halted under pressure from his own party. 
Trump rarely talks about family separation. Last weekend, Trump claimed not to understand what Harris meant when she said he was responsible for taking children from their parents. 
The former president has pledged to conduct the largest mass deportation operation, prioritizing migrants with criminal records. Trump has said he could rely on like-minded governors to provide National Guard support to carry out deportations.

    


Trump frequently shows the chart
The chart was displayed on numerous screens on stage during his Republican National Convention speech less than a week after the Butler rally.
"The last time I put up that chart, I never really got to look at it," he said. "But without that chart, I would not be here today." 
Trump also took the chart on his recent border visit to Arizona, displaying it on a piece of paper as he spoke from a podium below a desert hill. He has been using it increasingly more since the assassination attempt, often retelling the story of how it saved his life.
Johnson says he is happy to have played "a small little role." 

"Either the hand of God or just plain serendipity is why he avoided being assassinated, quite honestly," he said. "That's just the historical fact now."
He wouldn't say if Trump has mentioned anything about the chart to him since the assassination attempt. "Those are private conversations," he said. 
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            Denise Wieck and her son Guy Boyd, who was shot in the eye with a ghost gun, pose in Ypsilanti, Mich., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            FILE -- Ghost guns are displayed at the headquarters of the San Francisco Police Department, in San Francisco, Nov. 27, 2019. (AP Photo/Haven Daley, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Guy Boyd was hanging out with friends he had known for years in Ann Arbor, Michigan, on the night an accidental gunshot tore into his head. 
The high schoolers were too young to buy guns legally, but federal and state laws didn't apply to the gun parts kit his best friend bought online and assembled himself to fashion a so-called ghost gun.
Somehow, the gun went off and a shot struck Boyd in the eye. He felt a searing pain in his head and his vision went red. "I remember hearing, 'I love you, bro.' And I said it back, but I didn't know who said it," Boyd said. 
He spent nearly a week in the hospital after that night in May 2021. Bullet and bone fragments remain embedded in his brain, causing seizures that make his dream of going to culinary school in New York seem hopelessly out of reach.
"I was in good health before, playing football, didn't have any medical problems," said Boyd, now 20. "And now it's one thing after another." 

    


A Biden administration rule passed the following year now blocks teenagers and people who can't pass a background check from buying the kits. But manufacturers and gun-rights groups pushed back in court, and on Tuesday the Supreme Court will hear arguments on whether the regulation will stand.




"The court's conservative majority may come in somewhat skeptical of ATF's reach here, both as a federal agency and as a matter of gun rights," said Timothy Lytton, a professor at Georgia State University College of Law, referring to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The number of ghost guns around the country has soared in recent years, going from fewer than 4,000 in 2018 to nearly 20,000 recovered at crime scenes in 2021, according to Justice Department data. Since the regulation went into effect, several cities report the number of privately made firearms recovered at crime scenes has flattened or declined.

    


Ghost guns are privately made firearms without serial numbers. The 2022 regulation was focused on those sold online in kits with everything needed to build a functioning firearm -- sometimes in less than 30 minutes, according to court documents. 
The kits, long popular with hobbyists, were considered gun parts rather than firearms under federal law, so buying one didn't require the kind of background checks and age verification that licensed gun stores run. 
That also made the products popular, authorities say, with people who couldn't legally buy a gun, including those who were under 21 or couldn't pass a background check. Without a serial number, ghost guns found at crime scenes are also nearly impossible to trace. 
The kits can still be sold, but after new regulations and a series of local lawsuits against manufacturers, police have seen the number of recovered ghost guns decline in cities like New York, Los Angeles and Philadelphia, according to court documents.
"We've seen them drop pretty significantly off the radar, I think, because of that regulation," said Adam Garber, executive director of the gun violence prevention group CeaseFirePA, based in Philadelphia, where a mass shooting carried out with an AR-15-style ghost gun left five people dead.

    


In Baltimore, a city long plagued by gun violence, ghost gun recoveries have dropped last year for the first time since 2019, according to court documents. 
"The biggest problem is, people who aren't able to purchase a gun, whether prohibited adults or under 21, were able to purchase these guns through the mail and the internet," said police Commissioner Richard Worley. "Bottom line, we want less violence. We just have to limit that as best we can by the process of getting illegal guns off the street."
But industry and gun rights groups say the ATF overreached by targeting a product that had long been legal. More than two dozen Republican-leaning states backed those arguments in documents filed before the Supreme Court.
"No matter how wise ATF's final rule or how 'weighty' petitioners' policy concerns may be, the final rule exceeds ATF's statutory authority. And that should be the end of the matter," the states said in the brief authored by the West Virginia Attorney General's Office. 

    


There are many ways people can get guns, and the best way to address violence is enforcing the laws already on the books, said Lawrence Keane, the senior vice president and general counsel at the National Shooting Sports Foundation, an industry group. "Nobody wants to see any product used to harm another person, whether it's a firearm, a bat or a car. But those are criminal justice issues. Congress would need to take action," he said.
The Supreme Court, by a 5-4 vote, previously intervened to keep the regulation in effect during the legal fight. Chief Justice John Roberts and Justice Amy Coney Barrett joined with the court's three liberals to form a majority, but four conservative justices would have kept the regulation on hold while the case played out. 

    


The justices expanded gun rights in 2022 with a landmark opinion that found the nation's historical traditions, rather than modern public safety concerns, determine which gun laws can stay on the books.
The ghost gun case, though, isn't directly about the Second Amendment. Instead, it deals with the powers of federal agencies. That's an area where conservative justices have often been deeply skeptical, overturning a 40-year-old decision that made it easier for federal agencies of all stripes to regulate everything from the environment to consumer protections.
The Supreme Court also struck down a Trump administration ban on bump stocks, a gun accessory that allows semiautomatic weapons to fire at a rate comparable to machine guns and was used in the nation's deadliest modern mass shooting in Las Vegas.
The court found that while the bump stocks do enable rapid fire, the agency was wrong to classify them as illegal machine guns because they require more input from the shooter to function. 
The challengers to the ghost gun rule argue the Biden administration similarly overstepped its bounds with its new regulation. 
"The expected result of ATF's rule was not simply to regulate this industry but to destroy it," wrote attorneys representing Jennifer VanDerStok, a Texas high school teacher who owns firearm parts she wants to make into guns, as well as kit manufacturers and gun-rights groups.
They compare the kits to pinewood derby car kits popular with Boy Scouts that come with wheels, nails and a block of wood to be carved and sanded into a toy car.

The government, on the other hand, says in court documents the kits are more like Ikea bookshelves: The store couldn't avoid a tax on home goods simply by claiming it sells "furniture parts kits."
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                    FILE - An aerial view shows a neighborhood damaged by ongoing landslides in Rancho Palos Verdes, Calif., Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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                                        RANCHO PALOS VERDES, Calif. (AP) -- As much as $10,000 will be distributed to some residents of a peninsula on the edge of Los Angeles where worsening landslides have damaged homes and led to utility shutoffs. 
The Rancho Palos Verdes City Council on Tuesday allocated $2.8 million -- more than half of a $5 million grant from LA County -- for direct relief to families in the Portuguese Bend neighborhood facing landslide damage or a loss of power and gas services, the Los Angeles Times reported. 
"These emergency grants will deliver long-overdue immediate assistance to those whose lives have been upended by land movement and utility shutoffs, helping them cover essential costs like home repairs and temporary housing," Mayor John Cruikshank said in a statement.
The money will go to properties most directly affected by the land movement and the shutoffs, which the Times estimated to be about 280 homes in Rancho Palos Verdes. But many residents have said they are facing costs closer to $100,000 after the land shifted, leaving them scrambling to fortify foundations, switch to off-grid solar energy and convert natural gas lines to propane.

    


The landslides are the latest catastrophe in California, already burdened by worsening wildfires and extreme weather that has swung from heat waves to torrential rains that have caused flooding and mudslides in the past year.




In Rancho Palos Verdes, entire homes have collapsed or been torn apart. Walls have shifted and large fissures have appeared on the ground. Evacuation warnings are in effect, and swaths of the community have had their power and gas turned off. Others are contending with temporary water shutdowns to fix sewer lines.
Gov. Gavin Newsom last month declared a state of emergency. 

The Times reported the funds are not extended to residents in Rolling Hills, the nearby city where about 50 residents also have lost utility services because of land movement in a few neighborhoods.
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            In this image made from video, Djiboutian coast guard workers load bodies of migrants who were washed away on the shore of the Red Sea, off the coast in Djibouti Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (Djiboutian Coast Guard via AP)
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            In this image made from video, bodies of migrants who were washed away are seen on the shore of the Red Sea, off the coast in Djibouti Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (Djiboutian Coast Guard via AP)
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            In this image made from video, Djiboutian coast guard workers search for bodies of migrants who were washed away on the shore of the Red Sea, off the coast in Djibouti Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. ( Djiboutian Coast Guard via AP)
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            In this image made from video, Djiboutian coast guard workers load bodies of migrants who were washed away on the shore of the Red Sea, off the coast in Djibouti Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (Djiboutian Coast Guard via AP)
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            In this image made from video, Djiboutian coast guard workers search for bodies of migrants who were washed away on the shore of the Red Sea, off the coast in Djibouti Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. ( Djiboutian Coast Guard via AP)
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            In this image made from video, Djiboutian coast guard workers load bodies of migrants who were washed away on the shore of the Red Sea, off the coast in Djibouti Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (Djiboutian Coast Guard via AP)
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                                        MOGADISHU, Somalia (AP) -- Rescuers searched Thursday for dozens of migrants from Africa still missing after smugglers apparently forced them out of two boats in the Red Sea off the coast of Djibouti earlier this week, the Djiboutian coast guard said.
At least 48 people were earlier reported to have drowned. The boats had departed from Yemen, across the Red Sea on the Arabian Peninsula, carrying 310 people, the International Organization for Migration said.
It was not known why the migrants were forced off the boats while still at sea. 
Initially, the IOM said the two boats with migrants had capsized but later made no mention of that, saying instead that the smugglers forced the people off the boats and told them to swim. 
Djibouti's coast guard said the tragedy struck some 150 meters (about 500 feet) off a beach in the East African nation's northwestern region of Khor Angar. It said 115 survivors had been rescued.

    


Moktar Abdi, a member of the Djiboutian coast guard, told The Associated Press over the phone on Thursday that the search operation was now focusing on deep-sea areas and nearby beaches. He said the coast guard would later share an update on the number of recovered bodies.




On Wednesday, the IOM said 111 people were still missing while the Djiboutian coast guard put the number at 61.
"One woman drowned, but her 4-month-old infant survived along with 98 others from the first boat," said the U.N. agency, which was assisting search and rescue efforts.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Thousands of migrants from African, Middle Eastern and South Asian countries seeking a better life in Europe attempt irregular migration every year. Smugglers pack vessels full of desperate people willing to risk their lives to reach continental Europe.

Yemen has been embroiled in a civil war since 2014, when Iran-backed Houthi rebels seized the capital of Sanaa and much of the country's nort h, forcing the internationally recognized government into exile. A Saudi-led coalition of mostly Arab states entered the conflict the following year to back the government forces. 
Over the past years, the war has become mostly stalemated along established front lines while efforts to find a negotiated solution have stalled.
___
Follow AP's global migration coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/migration
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                                        Community members and elected officials are reacting to the city of New Orleans and U.S. Department of Justice's attempt to close a yearslong chapter of federal oversight of the New Orleans Police Department.
On Sept. 27, the city and DOJ asked U.S. District Judge Susie Morgan to begin to ramp down the police department's consent decree, which was put into place after a federal investigation found the department was engaging in unlawful behaviors, including excessive force, unconstitutional stops and discriminatory policing. City and federal officials say the department is now generally in compliance. Although not completely compliant in areas of searches and arrests, bias-free policing and community engagement, the DOJ has deemed NOPD's conduct sufficient enough to warrant transitioning to the sustainment period.
If approved by Morgan, the city and DOJ will enter a two-year "sustainment" period, during which the NOPD will have to demonstrate that it can follow certain benchmarks to police itself. Even if Morgan approves the request to exit the decree, she can reverse that decision if the NOPD fails to meet agreed upon benchmarks of the sustainment period, as the judge wrote in a notice last week.

    


But at two separate events this week, residents, activists and politicians expressed concern and curiosity about the possibility of less federal oversight. Some told Verite News that they still see misconduct in the NOPD and wonder who will hold the police accountable if the consent decree ends.




"At the end of the day, they need to be held accountable," Belden "Noonie Man" Batiste, a community activist, told Verite News at a community meeting held to discuss the city and DOJ's request to exit the decree.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The First District Police Community Advisory Board hosted the meeting on Sept. 30 at the Treme Recreation Community Center. Those in attendance heard from New Orleans police officers and Orleans Parish District Attorney Jason Williams and asked them questions.

    


Batiste said that he does not think NOPD is ready to exit the consent decree due to what he believes is excessive force and corruption. He referenced two recent events -- a Sept. 20 indictment of a former NOPD reserve officer on multiple charges and a Sept. 22 incident in which an officer allegedly punched a woman unconscious -- as evidence that the department isn't ready.
"It's a disgrace how some of the cops function," Batiste said. "I'm not saying we have all bad cops -- we do have good cops -- but we ain't ready to get out of the consent decree."
Verite News reached out to NOPD with questions about residents' critiques of the city and DOJ's request to exit the consent decree and was referred to the city's press release. They offered no further comment.
Engaging the community around the consent decree
Charles Aponzo, a New Orleans resident who was at the Monday meeting, said that the consent decree has to end at some point and that he feels comforted knowing Morgan can change her decision based on how the police are complying with the benchmarks of the sustainment period.

    


Aponzo also said that he would like to see clear judgment, transparency and clarity from the city on where they want to go from here. He emphasized the need for implementing community input in a way that brings out people who do not typically come to community events like the one on Monday.
"Ultimately, I think it's a matter of defining 'community' effectively, and asking yourself who is in the room, who's not in the room and bringing people who are not into the room into the room," Aponzo said.
Jalence Isles, another city resident, also emphasized wanting the city to come up with additional ways to engage parts of the city that don't normally attend community events. She is concerned that the people who really need messages from the city about the consent decree are not receiving them.
"I appreciate ... efforts like this, but this clearly does not represent the broader community," Isles said. "This represents the people that are already kind of informed, at least somewhat, about some of these things. I really wish that the city would develop a comprehensive communication plan for major things like this."

    


Morgan Clevenger, president of the First District Police Community Advisory Board, said she thinks the most important thing with transitioning away from the consent decree is the city having events in place to engage with the public.
"If we don't have highly productive community engagement with the NOPD and vice versa, we're probably going to end up back where we started," Clevenger said.
'It's a scary situation'
State Sen. Royce Duplessis, D-New Orleans, was at Monday's meeting and told Verite that he and his constituents have many questions about lifting the consent decree.
"I think there's been a lot of great progress, but...I've heard from the community that there are still concerns around what oversight (there will) be when there's no longer the federal monitor. So, it still remains to be seen," Duplessis said.

    


Williams, the district attorney, told Verite News after the meeting that he understands that it can be scary to have the federal government step in to tell the police to treat people fairly.
"It's a scary situation, so it's very hard to just go back and say, 'okay, we trust you now, that you're going to do it,'" Williams said.
But Williams said there is another aspect of the issue people should consider -- what the money used for the consent decree could go toward. He said the $5 million a year used to keep up with the decree could be instead invested in community organizations like police community advisory boards or into programs for young people.
Claims of racist policing
Early Tuesday afternoon, members of New Orleans for Community Oversight of Police (NOCOP) and allies held a press conference outside of the federal district courthouse opposing the city's ask to move to sustainment.
Several speakers from local community and activist groups, like Freedom Road Socialist Organization and Eye on Surveillance, talked to the press about why they do not want an end to the consent decree. They connected the consent decree to local issues of immigration, police responses to a pro-Palestine encampment that occurred at Tulane University and some of their own interactions with the law.
NOCOP's Toni Jones said racially biased policing is the main reason why the organization does not think NOPD should move to exit the consent decree.

Jones cited the New Orleans Office of the Independent Police Monitor's 2023 annual report, which revealed that NOPD's use of force against Black women increased by 54.9 percent from 2021 to 2023. The report also said that 86% of NOPD use of force cases against women were against Black women and 90% of NOPD use of force cases against men were against Black men in 2023. 
"This extreme disparity is due to NOPD racism, and not Black criminality," Jones said. "We don't believe that racist policing is sustainable."
___
This story was originally published by Verite News and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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            FILE - Belarusian opposition leader Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, center, holds a portrait of her jailed husband, Siarhei Tsikhanouski, at a protest outside the Belarus Embassy, in Vilnius, Lithuania, on March 8, 2024, demanding freedom for political prisoners. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis, File)
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            FILE - Ales Bialiatski, the head of the Viasna human rights group, sits in a defendants' cage at a court session in Minsk, Belarus, on Jan. 5, 2023. (Vitaly Pivovarchyk/BelTA Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko speaks to schoolchildren at Independence Day celebrations in Minsk, Belarus, on July 3, 2020. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        TALLINN, Estonia (AP) -- Belarusian opposition leader in exile Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya on Thursday said 224 political prisoners in Belarus must be freed urgently, and called on Western countries to negotiate their release with the Belarusian authorities. 
Belarus' authoritarian President Alexander Lukashenko in 2020 unleashed a brutal crackdown on dissent in response to mass protests that broke out after an election that handed him his sixth term in office and was denounced by the opposition and the West as rigged. 
More than 65,000 people have been detained since then as repressions continued unabated, according to the Viasna human rights group. The group has designated over 1,300 currently behind bars as political prisoners. 
Tsikhanouskaya, who ran against Lukashenko in 2020 and was forced to leave the country shortly after the vote, said Thursday that the opposition and human rights advocates identified 224 political prisoners who should be immediately released -- "minors, the elderly, those with serious medical conditions or mothers of multiple children." 

    


"These people need to be released immediately and without conditions," Tsikhanouskaya said in a statement. 




The list includes Viasna founder Ales Bialiatski, who won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2022, and opposition leader Maria Kolesnikova, whose health is rapidly deteriorating in prison, according to her family. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

According to Tsikhanouskaya, 29 of those on the list are in critical condition and "are basically dying in prison." She said six political prisoners have died behind bars since 2020. 
Lukashenko, who has run the country with an iron fist for 30 years and will seek re-election next year, denies that there are political prisoners in Belarus. At the same time, in recent months he has pardoned 115 people who suffered from medical conditions, applied for clemency and publicly repented. 

Tsikhanouskaya welcomed the pardons and said "these steps should continue. At the same time, hundreds (more) have been arrested and 142 more people have been designated as political prisoners." 
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            This image realeased by the U.S. Navy shows an aerial view of Diego Garcia. (U.S. Navy via AP)
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            FILE - Women take part in a protest outside the Houses of Parliament in London, after a court ruling decided Chagos Islanders were not allowed to return to their homeland, Oct. 22, 2008. (AP Photo/Matt Dunham, file)
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            This photo provided by the U.S. Navy on Feb. 11, 2023 shows U.S. Navy Sailors aboard the USS Paul Hamilton (DDG 60) during a routine port visit at Diego Garcia. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Elliot Schaudt/U.S. Navy via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            FILE - Protesters hold banners outside the World Court in The Hague, Netherlands, Monday, Sept. 3, 2018, where judges listen to arguments in a case on whether Britain illegally maintains sovereignty over the Chagos Islands. (AP Photo/Mike Corder, File)
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            This image realeased by the U.S. Navy shows an aerial view of Diego Garcia. (U.S. Navy via AP)
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            FILE - Protesters hold banners outside the World Court in The Hague, Netherlands, Monday, Sept. 3, 2018, where judges listen to arguments in a case on whether Britain illegally maintains sovereignty over the Chagos Islands. (AP Photo/Mike Corder, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The British government agreed Thursday to hand sovereignty of the long-contested Chagos Islands, an archipelago of more than 60 islands in the Indian Ocean, to Mauritius, in a deal to secure the future of a strategically important U.K.-U.S. military base.
British Foreign Secretary David Lammy said the agreement will secure the future of the base at Diego Garcia, the largest in the chain of remote islands off the tip of India that has been under British control for over 50 years. The base, which is home to around 2,500 personnel, mainly Americans, has been involved in military operations including the 2003 war in Iraq and the long-running war in Afghanistan. 
Britain's Labour government said without the deal the secure operation of the military base would be under threat, with contested sovereignty and legal challenges, including through various international courts and tribunals. 

    


"It will strengthen our role in safeguarding global security, shut down any possibility of the Indian Ocean being used as a dangerous illegal migration route to the U.K., as well as guaranteeing our long-term relationship with Mauritius, a close Commonwealth partner," Lammy said.




The agreement also paves the way for the potential return of the few people still alive who were forcibly displaced from their homes on the islands decades ago.
As part of the deal, the U.K. will retain sovereignty of Diego Garcia for an initial period of 99 years, and will pay Mauritius an undisclosed rent. It will also create a "resettlement" fund for displaced Chagossians aimed at letting them move back to the islands other than Diego Garcia.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Chagos Islands, which conjure up images of paradise with their lush vegetation and long stretches of white sandy beaches, have been at the heart of what Britain has called the British Indian Ocean Territory since 1965 when they were siphoned away from Mauritius, a former U.K. colony that gained independence three years later. Mauritius, which lies east of Madagascar in southern Africa, is around 2,100 kilometers (1,250 miles) southwest of the Chagos Islands.

    


Following a lease agreement with Britain, the U.S. built the naval base at Diego Garcia for defense purposes in the 1970s. The U.S. has described the base as "an all but indispensable platform" for security operations in the Middle East, South Asia and East Africa. 
Around 1,500 inhabitants from the Chagos Islands were displaced to make way for the U.S. base, in what Human Rights Watch said last year amounted to "crimes against humanity committed by a colonial power against an indigenous people." 
Chagossian Voices, a U.K.-based group representing the Chagossian diaspora around the world, voiced disappointment that the negotiations excluded those displaced.
"Chagossians have learned this outcome from the media and remain powerless and voiceless in determining our own future and the future of our homeland." it said in a statement on social media. "The views of Chagossians, the indigenous inhabitants of the islands, have been consistently and deliberately ignored and we demand full inclusion in the drafting of the treaty."

    


The agreement will have to be signed off in a treaty and is dependent on legal processes being finalized. Both sides have committed to complete this as quickly as possible. 
A spokesman for British Prime Minister Keir Starmer said he spoke to his Mauritius counterpart, Pravind Jugnauth, on Thursday morning, welcoming the agreement after two years of negotiations that began under the previous Conservative government. 
"56 years after our independence, the decolonization is finally complete," Jugnauth said in a televised address to the nation later Thursday.
The Mauritius government said that the treaty will aim to resolve all outstanding issues related to the islands, including "its former inhabitants," as well as addressing "the wrongs of the past." 
It laid out the hope that those displaced who are still alive and their descendants, who are mainly living in the U.K., Mauritius and the Seychelles, will have a right to return, as it is now "free" to implement a resettlement program on the islands except Diego Garcia. 

    


It added that the U.K. will financially support the Chagossians, who have fought a long-running legal battle about their displacement, most recently in 2016 when they lost out in a Supreme Court ruling in the U.K. At the time, the previous Conservative government refused their right to return but voiced its "deep regret" for the way the Chagossian community had been mistreated in the 1960s and 1970s.
Over the years, the Chagossians and Mauritius have garnered increasing international support, notably among African nations and within the United Nations. In 2019, in an advisory option that was non-binding, the International Court of Justice ruled that the U.K. had unlawfully carved up Mauritius when it agreed to end colonial rule in the late 1960s.

    


In a statement, the White House said President Joe Biden applauded the "historic agreement" on the status of the Chagos Islands. 
"The agreement secures the effective operation of the joint facility on Diego Garcia into the next century," the statement said. 
In the U.K., Conservative lawmakers standing to be leader of Britain's opposition party expressed dismay at the decision to hand over sovereignty of all but one of the islands. They were criticized for the comments, given that the previous Conservative government started the negotiations.

One of the candidates, Tom Tugenhat, said he has consistently opposed any plan to hand over sovereignty of the islands and warned that the move could see Mauritius potentially leasing one of the islands to China.
"This is a shameful retreat undermining our security and leaving our allies exposed," he said.
___
Gerald Imray in Cape Town, South Africa, contributed to this report.
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            FILE - Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet, centre left, stands next to his father and former prime minister Hun Sen, center right, during the country's 70th Independence Day, in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Thursday, Nov. 9, 2023. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith), File)
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            FILE - Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet delivers a speech during a groundbreaking ceremony of China-funded Funan Techo canal that will connect the country's capital Phnom Penh with Kep province on the country's south coast, Prek Takeo village, Kendal province, Cambodia, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith), File)
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            FILE - Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet, centre left, stands next to his father and former prime minister Hun Sen, center right, during the country's 70th Independence Day, in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Thursday, Nov. 9, 2023. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith), File)
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                                        PHNOM PENH, Cambodia (AP) -- A Cambodian woman who worked as a maid in Malaysia has been deported to her homeland for comments she posted on social media criticizing Cambodian government leaders, in the latest example of a Southeast Asian government helping another arrest a dissident.
A Cambodia prison official and an opposition activist group said Thursday that Nuon Toeun, 36, who had worked in Malaysia for several years, was arrested last week by Malaysian authorities following a request from the Cambodian government.
Human rights groups have criticized several Southeast Asian governments for helping each other harass, detain and deport political dissidents in exile. New York-based Human Rights Watch has urged the Thai government to stop forcing political dissidents to return to their authoritarian home countries, including Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia and China, where they might face torture, persecution or death.

    


Freedom House, a U.S.-based organization that promotes democracy, says the practice of attacking or sending back exiled dissidents "is becoming a 'normal' phenomenon as more governments around the world use it to silence dissent.''




Nuth Sovana, a spokesperson for Cambodia's prison department, said Nuon Toeun was detained at Prey Sar prison in Phnom Penh upon her arrival in Cambodia on Tuesday. She was charged with incitement to commit a felony or cause social disorder and incitement to discriminate on the basis of race religion or nationality, he said. He couldn't provide details of the offenses she was accused of committing.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

If convicted on both charges, she could face up to five years in prison and a fine. 
Malaysian police and immigration officials couldn't immediately be reached for comment on her deportation.
Nuon Toeun is neither an opposition leader nor a well-known activist. However, Cambodia's government has expressed concern recently about overseas critics rallying support among Cambodian expatriates.

    


Nuon Toeun's arrest came shortly after a Cambodian investigative reporter, Mech Dara, known for exposing online scams and corruption, was charged with incitement to commit a felony for material he posted on social media.
Radio Free Asia, a U.S. government-funded news service that reports extensively on Cambodia, said Nuon Toeun often used social media to criticize Cambodia's leadership, including Prime Minister Hun Manet and his father Hun Sen, the former prime minister who is now the Senate president, over their handling of social issues.
Cambodia's government under the governing Cambodia People's Party has long been accused of silencing critics and political opponents. 
Radio Free Asia said Nuon Toeun was a supporter of the opposition Cambodian National Rescue Party, which was dissolved ahead of the 2018 general election as part of a crackdown on the opposition. The Cambodian People's Party subsequently won every seat in the National Assembly.
A few days before her arrest, Nuon Toeun posted a video on Facebook in which she said she was "expressing rage on behalf of the people living inside Cambodia," Radio Free Asia reported.

    


"If I have sinned because I (have cursed) this despicable guy, I am happy to accept the sin because he has mistreated my people so badly," she said, in a reference to Hun Sen, Radio Free Asia reported.

The Khmer Movement for Democracy, a movement formed by opposition leaders in exile, condemned Nuon Toeun's deportation from Malaysia. It said in a statement that she was working legally in Malaysia and had committed no crime except expressing her opinions.
It said her deportation without due process was a "blatant violation of international law and a grave assault on human rights."
___
Ng reported from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
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                                        AUGUSTA, Maine (AP) -- A $425 million federal grant is breathing new life into a proposal for a wind power project that would provide enough electricity for about 450,000 homes, along with construction of a transmission corridor in northern Maine to get the electricity to the regional power grid.
The 111-mile (179-kilometer) transmission line bringing 1,200 megawatts of renewable energy to Maine and New England homes was one of four projects announced Thursday by the Department of Energy. 
The Maine project is required by legislative mandate, but the initial effort fell apart late last year. The Maine Public Utilities Commission restarted the process this year.
The federal funding comes in the form of a capacity contract with Avangrid, the parent company of Central Maine Power, demonstrating a commitment to buy some of the project's electricity. That will be included Avangrid's bid on construction of the transmission line component of the project. 

    


It's unclear how many bidders there might be on the project. Maine has agreed to buy 60% of the energy generated, and Massachusetts would purchase the remainder.




The northern Maine project is touted as providing green energy along with grid upgrades that would eliminate a bottleneck for renewable power projects in northern Maine.
For the proposal, state lawmakers directed Maine utility regulators to choose projects to boost transmission capacity and renewable energy in Aroostook County. The original proposal called for 1,000 megawatts of renewable energy, but lawmakers later amended it to 1,200 megawatts.

The proposal is separate from a 145-mile (230-kilometer) transmission line in western Maine to serve as a conduit for 1,200 megawatts of Canadian hydropower to reach the New England power grid. That project, a partnership between Avangrid and Hydro Quebec, is under construction.
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                    Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban speaks during a conference at the Ludovika University of Public Service, in Budapest, Hungary, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (Szilard Koszticsak/MTI via AP)
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- The European Union announced on Thursday that it is taking Hungary's right-wing government to court over laws that could allow the authorities to investigate and prosecute people accused of undermining the country's sovereignty.
The " sovereignty protection act '' took effect in December. It created a government authority with the power to gather information on any groups or individuals that benefit from foreign funding and influence public debate. Hungary's secret services can assist in the authority's investigations.
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban's government maintains that the act is designed to prevent political parties from receiving funding from abroad for election campaigns.
But opponents have compared it to Russia's "foreign agent" law, which considers anyone receiving financial support from abroad, including journalists and advocacy groups, to be an agent of another country. 

    


They believe the broad language of the Hungarian law can be used to arbitrarily target government critics including non-governmental organizations and journalists. Anyone convicted of a violation can face prison terms of up to three years.




The EU's executive branch, the European Commission, said that it was referring Hungary to the Court of Justice because it had failed to address concerns over likely breaches of the bloc's fundamental rights, including the right to privacy and to freedom of expression and association.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In June, the authority tasked with defending against foreign influence launched an investigation into the Hungarian branch of anti-corruption organization Transparency International. Media have also been targeted.
The commission said the sovereignty protection office has such broad powers that it can "intervene in an intrusive manner in investigations." Its probes and findings must be given extensive publicity, which is likely to have "a stigmatizing effect" on those targeted.

    


"The broad powers and discretion of the office will affect a wide range of persons and entities, including civil society organizations, media outlets and journalists in a disproportionate manner," it said.
The court action is just the latest salvo in a long-running battle between Brussels and Budapest.
In 2022, the commission blocked substantial amounts of money out of concern that democratic backsliding by Orban's government could put the bloc's common budget at risk.

Hungary currently holds the EU's rotating presidency, until the end of December. Right at the start of its term, Orban visited Moscow to discuss prospects for a peaceful settlement in Ukraine with Russian President Vladimir Putin, deeply angering his EU partners.
Many countries are protesting by only sending lower-level officials to meetings held in Hungary.
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                                        THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) -- A cyberattack that broke into a police account and accessed work-related contact details of all Dutch police officers was almost certainly carried out by hackers working for a foreign government, the justice minister told lawmakers.
Dutch intelligence agencies "consider it highly likely that a state actor is responsible," Justice and Security Minister David van Weel wrote in a letter to lawmakers on Wednesday night about the breach, which was first revealed last Friday.
He added that "police, together with national security partners, are doing everything they can to protect police employees and prevent further damage."
Van Weel did not give further details, citing an ongoing investigation into the data breach. The Dutch police force is the country's biggest employer with nearly 63,000 staff.
Nine Kooiman, chair of the Netherlands Police Union, called the hack "a nightmare. It is now important to protect data, protect colleagues" and track down the perpetrators.

    


The government said last week that the hack did not reveal personal details of police officers beyond their names or details about ongoing investigations.




Dutch police chief Janny Knol said she had spoken to staff about their concerns following news of the data breach, noting they were "concerns that I share, because in order to ensure safety outside, you have to feel safe inside." 

The Dutch General Intelligence and Security Service warned last year in its annual report that countries including China and Russia were actively engaged in cyberattacks and espionage targeting national interests in the Netherlands.
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            FILE -In this March 27, 2016, photo, Vietnamese fishermen fix nets on their boat as while docked at Tho Quang port, Danang, Vietnam, after a fishing trip in the South China Sea. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh, File)
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            FILE -Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and Vietnam's President To Lam walk out of a signing ceremony at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Aug. 19, 2024. (Andres Martinez Casares/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE -Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and Vietnam's President To Lam walk out of a signing ceremony at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Aug. 19, 2024. (Andres Martinez Casares/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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                                        HANOI, Vietnam (AP) -- Vietnam condemned China on Thursday while saying that Chinese law enforcement personnel assaulted 10 Vietnamese fishermen, damaged their fishing gear and seized about 4 tons of fish catch near the disputed Paracel Islands in the South China Sea.
The fishermen first reported the assault near the Chinese-controlled islands by radio on Sunday but did not identify the attackers.
Three of the fishermen suffered broken limbs and the rest sustained other injuries, according to Vietnamese state media. Some were taken on stretchers to a hospital after they returned to Quang Ngai province late Monday.
Vietnam's Ministry of Foreign Affairs blamed Chinese law enforcement personnel on Thursday for the high-seas attack, saying it had "seriously violated Vietnam's sovereignty in the Paracel Islands," international law and an agreement by the leaders of the rival claimant countries to better manage their territorial disputes.

    


Chinese officials did not immediately issue a reaction.
Vietnam conveyed its protest and alarm over the attack to the Chinese ambassador in the Vietnamese capital, Hanoi.




Vietnam demanded that Beijing respect its sovereignty in the Paracel Islands, launch an investigation and provide Hanoi with information about the attack, Vietnamese spokesperson Pham Thu Hang said in a statement posted on the Foreign Ministry's website.
China has become increasingly aggressive in asserting its claims in virtually the entire South China Sea, through which about $5 trillion in global trade transits each year. The busy sea passage is also believed to be sitting atop vast undersea deposits of oil and gas.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Aside from China and the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan also have overlapping claims in the strategic waterway.
The United States has no claims in the disputed waters, but it has deployed Navy ships and Air Force fighter jets to patrol the waterway and promote freedom of navigation and overflight. China has warned the U.S. not to meddle in what it says is a purely Asian dispute.

    


The Vietnamese newspaper Tien Phong cited one of the fishermen, Tran Tien Cong, as saying that two foreign boats approached them from the rear and that personnel from those vessels boarded their boat and started beating the fishermen with a meter-long (three-foot-long) stick, apparently made of iron.
The Vietnamese fishermen panicked and did not fight back because they were overwhelmed by an estimated 40 attackers. Another fisherman, Nguyen Thuong, was cited as saying that the attackers, who spoke through a translator, ordered them to sail back to Vietnam. The assailants then seized their fishing gear and fish catch.
After being beaten, the Vietnamese fishermen were forced to kneel and were covered with plastic sheets before the attackers left.
The Paracel Islands lie about 400 kilometers (250 miles) off Vietnam's eastern coast and about the same distance from China's southernmost province of Hainan. Both countries, along with the self-governing island of Taiwan, claim the islands.

    


The islands have been under the de facto control of China since 1974, when Beijing seized them from Vietnam in a brief but violent naval conflict.

Last year, satellite photos showed that China appeared to be building an airstrip on Triton Island in the Paracel group. At the time, it appeared the airstrip would be big enough to accommodate turboprop aircraft and drones but not fighter jets or bombers.
China has also had a small harbor and buildings on the island for years, along with a helipad and radar arrays.
China has refused to provide details of its island construction work other than to say it is aimed at promoting global navigation safety.
It has rejected accusations, including by the U.S., that it is militarizing the sea passage.
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            Albanian Parliament's security move away Ramadan Lika, center, lawmaker of conservative opposition Democratic Party, as he tried to disrupt the parliament's session during a protest for the imprisonment of a fellow lawmaker in Tirana, Albania, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hameraldi Agolli)
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            Albanian Parliament's security move away Ramadan Lika, center, lawmaker of conservative opposition Democratic Party, as he tried to disrupt the parliament's session during a protest for the imprisonment of a fellow lawmaker in Tirana, Albania, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hameraldi Agolli)
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            Albanian opposition lawmakers put fire on mannequins depicting members of the Socialist Party government during a protest for the imprisonment of a fellow lawmaker in Tirana, Albania, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hameraldi Agolli)
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            Albanian opposition lawmakers put fire on mannequins depicting members of the Socialist Party government, with a photo of Prime Minister Edu Rama in the center, during a protest for the imprisonment of a fellow lawmaker in Tirana, Albania, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Hameraldi Agolli)
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            Albania's Prime Minister Edi Rama addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Albania's Prime Minister Edi Rama addresses the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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                                        TIRANA, Albania (AP) -- Albanian opposition lawmakers on Thursday protested in Parliament, burning effigies and clashing with bodyguards, after one of their colleagues was convicted of slander and imprisoned. 
The conservative Democrat lawmakers, who had called for a boycott of Thursday's session, tried to block their colleagues from the governing Socialist Party from entering the chamber. 
They were protesting the imprisonment of Ervin Salianji, who in 2018 demanded the resignation of the then-interior minister over allegations of his brother's illegal activity that later proved to be fabricated. 
Salianji, who began serving a one-year sentence last week, has appealed his conviction to the Supreme Court. 
The Democrats on Monday disrupted a Parliamentary session, saying Salianji's conviction was politically motivated and calling for protests in the capital, Tirana, starting next week. Twenty-four Democrats were punished for the protest with suspensions of 10 to 60 days. 

    


On Thursday the Democrats scuffled with bodyguards and burnt four of the governing Socialists in effigy, including Prime Minister Edi Rama and Interior Minister Fatmir Xhafaj. 




After failing to enter the hall, the opposition lawmakers ended their protest and soon after, their Socialist counterparts concluded the session and left.
The opposition has called for a national protest next Monday in Tirana, urging its supporters to take part in civil disobedience.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Democrats have long accused Rama's Socialists of usurping power, including the judiciary, and have staged violent protests against the government since 2013. 
Separately, Rama is undergoing surgery for an inguinal hernia at the Mother Teresa University Hospital Center, where he is expected to spend the night, his office said Thursday.
Rama, 60, has led the Socialists since 2005 and is now in his third term as prime minister, serving in the role since 2013. 

    


Albania holds parliamentary election next year.
The European Union and the United States have urged the opposition to resume dialogue with the government, saying violence will not help the country integrate into the European bloc.

In 2020, the EU decided to launch full membership negotiations with Albania, and later this month Tirana will start discussions with the bloc on how it aligns with the rule of law, functioning of democratic institutions and fight against corruption.
___
Follow Llazar Semini at https://x.com/lsemini
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            In this image made from video, bodies of migrants who were washed away are seen on the shore of the Red Sea, off the coast in Djibouti Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (Djiboutian Coast Guard via AP)
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            In this image made from video, Djiboutian coast guard workers load bodies of migrants who were washed away on the shore of the Red Sea, off the coast in Djibouti Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (Djiboutian Coast Guard via AP)
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            In this image made from video, Djiboutian coast guard workers load bodies of migrants who were washed away on the shore of the Red Sea, off the coast in Djibouti Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (Djiboutian Coast Guard via AP)
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            In this image made from video, Djiboutian coast guard workers search for bodies of migrants who were washed away on the shore of the Red Sea, off the coast in Djibouti Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. ( Djiboutian Coast Guard via AP)
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            In this image made from video, Djiboutian coast guard workers search for bodies of migrants who were washed away on the shore of the Red Sea, off the coast in Djibouti Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. ( Djiboutian Coast Guard via AP)
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                                        DJIBOUTI (AP) -- Two vessels carrying migrants from Africa sank in the Red Sea off the coast of Djibouti, killing 45 people, the U.N. migration agency said Tuesday.
The boats had departed from Yemen carrying 310 people, the International Organization for Migration said.
Thousands of migrants from African, Middle Eastern and South Asian countries seeking a better life in Europe attempt irregular migration every year. Smugglers pack vessels full of desperate people willing to risk their lives to reach continental Europe.
The U.N. agency, which was assisting search and rescue efforts, said on the social media platform X that 32 survivors were rescued. 
Djibouti's coast guard said the tragedy struck some 150 meters (about 500 feet) off a beach near the northwest Khor Angar region. It said a joint rescue effort was under way, which began early Monday. It said 115 survivors were rescued.

"We remain committed to finding the missing persons and ensuring the safety of the survivors," the agency said in a statement posted on social media, with images of white body bags.
____
Follow AP's global migration coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/migration
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                    FILE - Candidate Tina Peters speaks during a debate for the state leadership position Saturday, Feb. 25, 2023, in Hudson, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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                                        A former Colorado county clerk and one-time hero to election conspiracists is set to be sentenced Thursday for leading a data-breach scheme inspired by the rampant false claims that voting fraud altered the result of the 2020 presidential race.
A jury found Tina Peters guilty of most charges against her in August for orchestrating the security breach of her elections computer system.
Peters was the first election official to be charged with a security breach amid unfounded conspiracies that widespread fraud denied President Donald Trump a second term.
Peters was convicted for allowing a county security card to be misused to give a man affiliated with My Pillow chief executive Mike Lindell access to the Mesa County election system and for deceiving other officials about that person's identity.
Lindell is a prominent promoter of false claims that voting machines were manipulated to steal the election from Trump.

    


During her trial, prosecutors said Peters was seeking fame and became fixated on voting problems after becoming involved with those who had questioned the accuracy of the presidential election results.




The breach Peters was charged of leading heightened concerns that rogue election workers sympathetic to partisan lies could use their access and knowledge to attack voting processes from within.
Peters was convicted of three counts of attempting to influence a public servant, one count of conspiracy to commit criminal impersonation, first-degree official misconduct, violation of duty and failing to comply with the secretary of state.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

She was found not guilty of identity theft, one count of conspiracy to commit criminal impersonation and one count of criminal impersonation.
Peters has been unapologetic about what happened.
In a post on the social media platform X after her conviction, Peters accused Colorado-based Dominion Voting Systems, which made her county's election system, as well as lawyers for state election officials of stealing votes.


    


"I will continue to fight until the Truth is revealed that was not allowed to be brought during this trial. This is a sad day for our nation and the world. But we WILL win in the end," she said.
Colorado Attorney General Phil Weiser has called her conviction a warning that tampering with voting processes will bring consequences.
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Live updates: Countries scramble to evacuate their citizens from Lebanon amid fears of a wider offensive

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    An Israeli airstrike on an apartment in central Beirut has killed nine people, according to Lebanon's health ministry. 
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            This combination of photos taken in Pennsylvania shows Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., left, at a campaign event, Sept. 13, 2024, in Wilkes-Barre, and David McCormick, the Republican nominee for Senate in Pennsylvania, at a campaign event, April 25, 2024, in Harrisburg. (AP Photo)
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            Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., speaks before Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives for a campaign event, Friday, Sept. 13, 2024, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Pennsylvania Senate candidate Dave McCormick waves after speaking with Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in Erie, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, left, listens as Dave McCormick, Republican candidate for U.S. Senate in Pennsylvania, shouts "fight, fight, fight" during a campaign rally at Ed Fry Arena in Indiana, Pa., Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Droke)
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            A car passes signs supporting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., in Butler, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Casey, McCormick to meet for first debate in Pennsylvania's battleground Senate race

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            This combination of photos taken in Pennsylvania shows Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., left, at a campaign event, Sept. 13, 2024, in Wilkes-Barre, and David McCormick, the Republican nominee for Senate in Pennsylvania, at a campaign event, April 25, 2024, in Harrisburg. (AP Photo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6

                                    
                                    This combination of photos taken in Pennsylvania shows Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., left, at a campaign event, Sept. 13, 2024, in Wilkes-Barre, and David McCormick, the Republican nominee for Senate in Pennsylvania, at a campaign event, April 25, 2024, in Harrisburg. (AP Photo)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., speaks before Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives for a campaign event, Friday, Sept. 13, 2024, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 6

                                    
                                    Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., speaks before Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives for a campaign event, Friday, Sept. 13, 2024, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            Pennsylvania Senate candidate Dave McCormick waves after speaking with Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in Erie, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 6

                                    
                                    Pennsylvania Senate candidate Dave McCormick waves after speaking with Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at a campaign rally Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in Erie, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., speaks before Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives for a campaign event, Friday, Sept. 13, 2024, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 6

                                    
                                    Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., speaks before Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives for a campaign event, Friday, Sept. 13, 2024, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, left, listens as Dave McCormick, Republican candidate for U.S. Senate in Pennsylvania, shouts "fight, fight, fight" during a campaign rally at Ed Fry Arena in Indiana, Pa., Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Droke)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 6

                                    
                                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, left, listens as Dave McCormick, Republican candidate for U.S. Senate in Pennsylvania, shouts "fight, fight, fight" during a campaign rally at Ed Fry Arena in Indiana, Pa., Monday, Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Droke)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            A car passes signs supporting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., in Butler, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 6

                                    
                                    A car passes signs supporting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., in Butler, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            MARC LEVY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- Democratic U.S. Sen. Bob Casey of Pennsylvania and Republican challenger David McCormick will meet Thursday night for their first debate in an expensive race for a swing-state seat that could help determine control of the Senate in November's election.
Casey, perhaps Pennsylvania's best-known politician, is seeking a fourth term and is facing what he calls his toughest reelection challenge yet.
Casey, 64, is a staunch ally of labor unions, a former state auditor general and treasurer and Pennsylvania's longest-serving Democrat in the Senate. He has campaigned on preserving the middle class, abortion rights, labor rights and voting rights, and calls McCormick and former President Donald Trump a threat to all those.
McCormick, 59, is making his second run for the Senate after losing narrowly to Dr. Mehmet Oz in 2022's Republican primary. He is a former hedge fund CEO who served at the highest levels of former President George W. Bush's administration and sat on Trump's Defense Advisory Board.

    


He has accused Casey of rubber-stamping Biden administration policies on immigration, the economy, energy and national security that he blames for inflation, domestic turmoil and war. He also has attacked Casey as out of touch after being in elected office for almost three decades.




Casey, in turn, has attacked McCormick as a carpetbagger from Connecticut's ritzy " Gold Coast " who got rich at the expense of others while an executive at a hedge fund there.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Casey has been a key player for Democrats trying to reframe the election-year narrative about the economy by attacking "greedflation" -- a blunt term for corporations jacking up prices and ripping off shoppers to maximize profits -- as fast-rising prices opened a big soft spot in 2024 for Democrats. 
McCormick, meanwhile, has made a bid for Jewish voters by traveling to the Israel-Gaza border, speaking to Jewish audiences across the state and arguing that Casey and the Biden administration have not fought antisemitism or backed Israel strongly enough in the Israel-Hamas war.

    


Democrats currently hold a Senate majority by the narrowest of margins but face a difficult 2024 Senate map. A Casey loss could guarantee Republican control of the Senate.
More than $150 million has been spent on the race so far, according to Federal Election Commission records, and the total is on track to exceed $300 million, based on campaign ad tracking by AdImpact, which includes spots reserved between now and Election Day. 
The 60-minute debate will air on TV starting at 8 p.m. across Pennsylvania and stream live online. The debate is being hosted by WHTM-TV in Harrisburg.
The candidates have agreed to another debate, to be held at a Philadelphia TV station Oct. 15.
Both Casey and McCormick were uncontested for their party's nominations in the primary election.

Also on the Nov. 5 Senate ballot are John Thomas of the Libertarian Party, Leila Hazou of the Green Party and Marty Selker of the Constitution Party. They were not invited to the debate.
___
Follow Marc Levy at twitter.com/timelywriter. 
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            U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine of Virginia , left, debates Republican challenger Hung Cao at Norfolk State University in Norfolk, Va., on Wednesday Oct. 2, 2024. (Nextstar/WAVY-TV via AP, Pool)
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            FILE - This combination file photos shows, from left,Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va, on Sept. 24, 2020, on Capitol Hill in Washington, and Hung Cao, July 16, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, left, J. Scott Applewhite)
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                                        NORFOLK, Va. (AP) -- U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine of Virginia and Republican challenger Hung Cao sparred over issues from illegal immigration to tariffs on foreign goods Wednesday in their only debate of the campaign. 
The hourlong showdown at Norfolk State University mostly traced the contours of the nation's political fault lines. But it also included matters that resonate in Virginia and the coastal city of Norfolk, which is home to the country's largest Navy base.
Cao, a 25-year Navy veteran, criticized COVID vaccine mandates for service members and the chaotic troop withdrawal from Afghanistan when asked about the military's collective failure to recently meet recruiting goals. He also criticized diversity, equity and inclusion efforts. 
"When you're using a drag queen to recruit for the Navy, that's not the people we want," Cao said. "What we need is alpha males and alpha females who are going to rip out their own guts, eat them and ask for seconds. Those are the young men and women that are going to win wars." 

    


Kaine, who is on the Senate Armed Services Committee, responded by saying that railing at DEI "is a red herring" and the real challenge is informing more Americans about the benefits of the military when only about 1% of the population serves in the armed forces. 




"We need to do a better job of talking about the G.I. Bill and other benefits as well as the tremendous leadership training that you get in the military," Kaine said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Another subject was former President Donald Trump's proposal to place more tariffs on imported goods. 
"What we need to do is not tax our industry here," Cao said. "What we need to do is tax other countries bringing in goods." 
Kaine criticized Trump's proposal. 
"The Trump tariffs would be a massive tax that would cause prices on all of these items that are imported to go up," Kaine said. "On that, I differ strongly from my opponent." 

    


Asked whether he would support mass deportation of undocumented immigrants, Cao did not answer directly but said: "If you came here illegally, you've basically screwed up the whole system." 
Cao, whose family fled Vietnam in the 1970s, said they waited seven years for their naturalization papers. 
"You can't jump the line," Cao said. "I mean, you go to Costco and jump the line, what do you think is going to happen? You can't come here and expect the American dream if you're not willing to obey the American laws and embrace the American culture." 
Kaine said he has never supported amnesty for immigrants who are in the country illegally but mass deportation would "devastate the economy." 
Kaine also criticized Republicans and Trump for failing to pass stronger border security laws. 
"We recently negotiated a very tough border deal that would have put a lot of resources on the border to stop illegal immigration," Kaine said. "President Trump asked for Republicans to oppose it, even though it was supported by the border control union." 
With Kaine's seat considered solidly Democratic, the race has not seen the kind of dead-heat polling as the national presidential contest or the high stakes drama of other Senate races such as those in Montana and Ohio, where Democratic incumbents face tough re-election bids.

    


Trump has endorsed Cao. And political scientists say his path to victory is narrow given Virginia's moderate electorate, aversion to Trump in 2020 and Kaine's salience with voters.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Kaine won his last race in 2018 by 16 percentage points, although he said he was preparing for a tough race this year. The most recent Republican from Virginia to hold a U.S. Senate seat was the late John Warner, a centrist with an independent streak who last won in 2002. 

Republicans can still win statewide offices in Virginia, however: Glenn Youngkin was elected governor by two points in 2021, along with a Republican lieutenant governor and attorney general. 
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                                        FREDERICKSBURG, Va. (AP) -- Nearly a month before election day, Republican Derrick Anderson and Democrat Yevgeny "Eugene" Vindman attempted to portray themselves as the candidate best fit for Congress on Wednesday in what is shaping up to be Virginia's most competitive race. 
Anderson, a former Army Green beret native of the state's 7th District, touted his local roots and military service, stressing his desire to represent his community and continue his public service endeavors.
Vindman, an Army veteran who rose to national prominence after contributing to President Donald Trump's first impeachment alongside his brother, argued that he would be a fierce defender against Republican extremism in Congress. 
In a roughly hourlong debate hosted by the University of Mary Washington, the candidates blasted each other's actions on the campaign trail. Anderson accused Vindman of lying about his military rank and combat experience. Vindman was promoted to colonel, but he retired before being eligible to retain the rank. 

    


"He's lied about being a colonel -- he's not a colonel," Anderson said, later adding: "My opponent said that he used weapons of war in combat when knows very well he did not."




Vindman, in turn, flamed Anderson for "trying to fool the voters in the district about his fake family," referencing a photo reported by the New York Times of Anderson standing to a woman and her three daughters. Anderson's campaign said Wednesday that he never claimed the women in the photo were his family, and that Anderson has often posted photos with his actual family.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"If you're going to portray yourself as a family man so people like you, how can you be trusted on more serious topics?" Vindman said. 
The rebukes are some of the latest jabs Vindman and Anderson have made in their battle to win the House seat, which became open after Democratic incumbent Rep. Abigail Spanberger filed to run for Virginia governor and declined to seek reelection. 

    


Home to some of the fastest-growing counties in Virginia, the congressional district ranges from outer-ring D.C. suburbs to the rural piedmont of central Virginia. Experts say the election could be critical in determining which party will clinch a House majority. According to the Virginia Public Access Project, Anderson had raised $1.4 million,and Vindman nearly $7.5 million throughout their campaigns. 
Over the course of the debate, Anderson focused on the economy, criticizing President Joe Biden's economic policies and the lack of affordability in Virginia. 
"Are you better off than you were four years ago today?" Anderson said. "I would say the answer is 'No.' "
Vindman emphasized his pledge to protect abortion rights and fend off Republican extremism, making reference to Project 2025, a detailed blueprint for governing in the next Republican administration. 
He referenced his daughter, who he argued had fewer rights than the generations of women before her. 

Supporters of candidates clapped, cheered, booed and heckled at the candidates throughout the debate. At one point, the moderator told the crowd: "Your job is to be an audience member, not a candidate." 
Before the event, supporters gathered on the university campus, waving signs and donning candidate T-shirts. 
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks to members of the media, Tuesday Oct. 1, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign event Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, at Discovery World in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Andy Manis)
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            Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, talks with Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz after the vice presidential debate hosted by CBS News Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            This combination image shows Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, left, and Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, right, during a vice presidential debate hosted by CBS News, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo)
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                                        In a debate that evoked a calmer era in American politics, Tim Walz and JD Vance went after each other's running mates Tuesday and sought to shore up their campaigns' vulnerabilities at a time of renewed fears of a regional war in the Middle East and sadness over devastation from Hurricane Helene.
Meanwhile, those new trials -- along with a dockworkers strike that threatens the U.S. economy -- are looming over the final weeks of the presidential campaign and could help shape the public mood as voters decide between Democrat Kamala Harris and Republican Donald Trump.
Follow the AP's Election 2024 coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
Here's the latest:
Walz to make late-night debut 
The campaign of Vice President Kamala Harris announced Wednesday that Walz would have his first appearance on a late-night talk show during an upcoming trip to California, and Kimmel posted on Instagram, "I am pleased to announce that Governor Tim Walz is coming to @JimmyKimmelLive."

    


The comedian said Walz would "chat and fix our transmission on Monday 10/7." The Harris campaign produced a video of Walz fixing the cruise control on his 1979 International Harvester.




Oct. 7 is less than a month before Election Day, but also marks the first anniversary of Hamas' deadly attack on Israel, which sparked the ongoing war in Gaza.
Election misinformation has led to an uptick in threats to election officials
A consequence of the prevalence of election misinformation: an troubling uptick in physical threats against election officials of both parties and, in some cases, their families, often based on false claims about the 2020 election. Jen Easterly, director of the U.S. Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, called it "corrosive" to democracy and said it's something the public needs to collectively fight.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Those election officials, they are not faceless bureaucrats," Easterly said. "They're folks we see in the community every single day. And they're not doing this for pay. They're not doing it for glory. They are doing it because they believe in the process of democracy."

    


Prosecutors lay out new evidence in Trump election case, accuse him of having 'resorted to crimes'
Donald Trump laid the groundwork to try to overturn the 2020 election even before he lost, knowingly pushed false claims of voter fraud and "resorted to crimes" in his failed bid to cling to power, according to a newly unsealed court filing from prosecutors that lays out fresh details from the landmark criminal case against the former president.
The filing from special counsel Jack Smith's team offers the most comprehensive view to date of what prosecutors intend to prove if the case charging Trump with conspiring to overturn the election reaches trial. Though a months-long congressional investigation and the indictment itself have chronicled in stark detail Trump's efforts to undo the election, the new filing cites previously unknown accounts offered by Trump's closest aides to paint a portrait of an "increasingly desperate" president who while losing his grip on the White House "used deceit to target every stage of the electoral process."
"So what?" the filing quotes Trump as telling an aide after being alerted that his vice president, Mike Pence, was in potential danger after a crowd of violent supporters stormed the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. 

    


"The details don't matter," Trump said, when told by an adviser that a lawyer who was mounting his legal challenges wouldn't be able to prove the false allegations in court, the filing states.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


The filing was submitted, initially under seal, following a Supreme Court opinion that conferred broad immunity on former presidents for official acts they take in office, narrowing the scope of the prosecution charging Trump with conspiring to overturn the results of the election he lost to Democrat Joe Biden.
Read more here.
Anti-abortion leaders are undeterred as Trump for the first time says he'd veto a federal abortion ban
Anti-abortion leaders said Wednesday that they're undeterred after Donald Trump said he would veto a federal abortion ban, the first time he has explicitly said so after previously refusing to answer questions on the subject.
During Tuesday night's vice presidential debate, the Republican presidential nominee posted on his social media platform Truth Social that "everyone knows I would not support a federal abortion ban, under any circumstances, and would, in fact, veto it."

    


With the election less than five weeks away, Trump has been trying to thread a divide between his own base of anti-abortion supporters and the majority of Americans who support abortion rights. The former president is trying to make up ground with women -- a group that views Democratic nominee Kamala Harris more favorably nationally -- in the handful of battleground states that will likely determine the winner.
"Trump's statement last night is just one more example of Republicans trying desperately to rebrand themselves on the issue of abortion," said Ryan Stitzlein, vice president of political and government relations at the national abortion rights organization Reproductive Freedom for All. "But at the end of the day, the only thing that has actually changed is their rhetoric on the issue. It's their reaction to seeing the political consequences for this deeply unpopular policy position."

    


Read more here.
Walz acknowledges some moments he misspoke during the debate with his Republican rival
Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz said Wednesday that "I need to be more specific on that" and acknowledged he misspoke during a debate with his Republican rival a day earlier when he said he had "become friends with school shooters."
"I'm super passionate about this," the former schoolteacher told reporters in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. He clarified that he had gotten to know the parents of victims in the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting while he was in Congress, as well as the activist and school-shooting survivor David Hogg, calling him a "good friend of mine."
Said Walz, "I need to be more specific on that, but I am passionate about this."
Walz also acknowledged again that he "got his dates wrong" when he claimed he was in China during the Tiananmen Square protests in 1989.
Cybersecurity head says there's no chance a foreign adversary can change US election results
Security for America's election systems has become so robust that Russia, Iran or any other foreign adversary won't be able to alter the outcome of this year's presidential race, the head of the nation's cybersecurity agency said Wednesday.
Jen Easterly told The Associated Press in an interview that voting, ballot-counting and other election infrastructure is more secure today than it's ever been.
"Malicious actors, even if they tried, could not have an impact at scale such that there would be a material effect on the outcome of the election," said Easterly, director of the U.S. Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency.
Federal agencies have warned of growing attempts by Russia and Iran in particular to influence voters before the Nov. 5 election and election conspiracy theories have left millions of Americans doubting the validity of election results.
Easterly says those efforts are primarily aimed at sowing discord among Americans and undermining faith in the security of the nation's elections.
Court says betting on U.S. congressional elections can resume, for now
Betting on the outcome of U.S. Congressional elections can resume, at least temporarily, a federal appeals court ruled Wednesday.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit dissolved an order it had previously issued that prevented New York startup company Kalshi from taking bets on which political party would control the House and Senate after this November's elections.
The ruling clears the way for such betting to resume while the court further considers the underlying issues in the case.
So far, Kalshi has only offered bets on congressional races; it was not immediately clear whether they plan to expand offerings to include the presidential election.
The court said it could reconsider a ban if the commission provides new evidence of serious harm to the public interest in the coming weeks.
Harris issues a statement on the dockworkers' strike
"This strike is about fairness," the vice president said in the Wednesday statement. "Foreign-owned shipping companies have made record profits and executive compensation has grown. The Longshoremen, who play a vital role transporting essential goods across America, deserve a fair share of these record profits."
In the statement, she criticized her opponent, former President Donald Trump, as someone who wants to take the country "back to a time before workers had the freedom to organize."
"Donald Trump makes empty promise after empty promise to American workers, but never delivers," Harris said. "He thinks our economy should only work for those who own the big skyscrapers, not those who actually build them."
Vice President Kamala Harris is reiterating her opposition to the acquisition of US steel by Nippon Steel of Japan
"I feel very strongly that U.S. Steel needs to remain a U.S. company, and that the people working there need to be American workers," Harris during an interview with KDKA-TV in Pittsburgh.
It's a position consistent with the White House.
Pressed on U.S. Steel saying it could be forced to move its headquarters from Pittsburgh and cut jobs if the deal doesn't go through, Harris told the TV station that it's her "priority to keep jobs in Pittsburg."
President Joe Biden has opposed the acquisition of U.S. Steel to a foreign entity and his administration has indicated it could move to block the sale amid a government review of it. Since taking over for Biden at the top of the Democratic presidential ticket, Harris has repeatedly taken a similar stance.
Walz is taking a bus tour through Pennsylvania
Democratic vice presidential nominee Tim Walz is holding a bus tour through central Pennsylvania with stops in the capital of Harrisburg, as well as York, and Reading.
In York, he's being joined by Democratic Pennsylvania Sen. John Fetterman for a rally. While on the tour, Walz plans to meet with labor organizers and leaders from rural areas and the Hispanic community.
Vice President Kamala Harris had originally been set to do the bus tour with Walz following Tuesday night's vice presidential debate in New York, but she's instead heading to Georgia on Wednesday to see areas hard-hit by Hurricane Helene.
On Saturday, Walz has fundraisers scheduled for Cleveland and Cincinnati, then will head to California and Washington state. That swing will feature campaign stops in Reno, Nevada -- a makeup for a planned trip in September that Walz scrapped because of wildfires -- and Arizona, where early voting will be kicking off.
The Harris campaign says Walz will also increase the number of media interviews he's doing post-debate, with an eye to reaching target voters across key demographics.
Harris and Biden are fanning out across the Southeast amid Helene's devastation
Over the past four years, President Joe Biden has jetted off to survey damage and console victims after tornadoes, wildfires and tropical storms. It's not a role Kamala Harris has played as vice president.
But on Wednesday, they'll both fan out across the Southeast to grapple with the damage from Hurricane Helene, seeking to demonstrate commitment and competence in helping devastated communities after Donald Trump's false claims about their administration's response. Biden is heading to North and South Carolina, while Harris is going to Georgia.
Harris' stop will also serve as a political test in the midst of a humanitarian crisis. She's trying to step into the role for which Biden is best known -- showing the empathy Americans expect in times of tragedy -- in the closing stretch of her campaign for president.
Pennsylvania town grapples with Trump assassination attempt ahead of his return
Former President Donald Trump is going back to Butler, Pennsylvania, where the world saw him pump his fist and beseech followers to "fight," even as blood streaked his face from a would-be assassin's bullet.
In announcing his return, the current Republican nominee said he planned to "celebrate a unifying vision for America's future in an event like the world has never seen before."
The question is: Is Butler ready?

While many are predicting a large crowd to hear Trump speak back at the very Farm Show property where a bullet grazed his right ear on July 13, there's also apprehension in town, along with a sense that Butler is still healing.
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            Richard Rogers and his wife Laurie are seen outside the James F. Battin Federal Courthouse, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Billings, Mont. (AP Photo/Matthew Brown)
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            FILE - A high altitude Chinese spy balloon floats over Billings, Mont., Feb. 1, 2023. (Larry Mayer/The Billings Gazette via AP, File)
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                                        BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) -- A Montana man was convicted Wednesday of threatening to assault former House Speaker Kevin McCarthy after becoming upset that the government had not shot down a Chinese spy balloon that floated over his home city.
Richard Rogers, 45, of Billings, delivered the threat to a McCarthy staffer during a series of more than 100 calls to the Republican speaker's office in just 75 minutes on Feb. 3, 2023, prosecutors said. That was one day after the Pentagon acknowledged it was tracking the spy balloon, which was later shot down off the Atlantic Coast.
The 12-person federal jury also found Rogers guilty on two counts of making harassing telephone calls: the ones to McCarthy's office plus 150 calls he made to an FBI tip line in 2021 and 2022. 
Rogers routinely made vulgar and obscene comments in those calls. 
Sentencing was set for January 31. He faces up to six years in prison and a $250,000 fine for threatening to harm a member of Congress, and a maximum penalty of two years and a $250,000 fine on the harassment counts.

    


U.S. District Judge Susan Watters allowed Rogers to remain free of custody pending sentencing.




Threats against public officials in the U.S. have risen sharply in recent years, including against members of Congress and their spouses, election workers and local elected officials. Rogers' case was among more than 8,000 threats to lawmakers investigated by the U.S. Capitol Police in 2023, and officials expect another surge with the 2024 election.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

During a three day trial, Rogers testified that his outraged calls to the FBI and McCarthy's office were a form of "civil disobedience."
He and his attorneys argued that using obscenities with FBI operators and Congressional staff was protected as free speech under the First Amendment, which establishes the right "to petition the government for a redress of grievances."

    


But prosecutors said Rogers crossed the line with a threat on McCarthy's life and by hurling abusive and sexual verbal tirades against the lawmaker's staffers and FBI operators.
In the dozens of calls that were played for jurors, Rogers was heard asking for investigations of various alleged conspiracies involving the FBI and the administration of President Joe Biden. He was polite at times, but would quickly become angry and shout obscenities until the calls were disconnected.
"You can't talk to people that way. It's common sense," Assistant U.S. Attorney Thomas Godfrey said. "He's calling not out of political protest; he's calling because he gets enjoyment out of it."
The prosecutor told the jury there was no exception in federal law that says government employees can be subjected to harassment.
"'Petitioning the government' -- baloney," Godfrey said. "Kevin McCarthy was the Speaker of the House. It's not his job to shoot down spy balloons." 
Rogers, a former telephone customer service representative, testified that he took to care to "edit" his comments on the phone to avoid any threats because he didn't want to go to prison.
He added that he never tried hide his actions and frequently offered his name and phone number when calling the FBI.

    


"They were disrespectful to me, so I was disrespectful to them," Rogers said.
Defense attorney Ed Werner said Rogers "just wanted to be heard."
Following the guilty verdict, Rogers repeated his contention that he never threatened anyone. He also said he was dissatisfied with his defense attorneys for not adequately presenting his case. 
Rogers wore shirts depicting Captain America and other superheroes throughout the trial, including one Wednesday with the letters "MAGA" on the front, a reference to Donald Trump's "Make America Great Again" slogan. A supporter of the former president, he said he was in Washington during the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol.
Godfrey said the case was not about politics but rather illegal harassment.

Earlier this year, a 30-year-old Billings man was sentenced to 2 1/2 years in federal prison after leaving voicemail messages threatening to kill Montana Democratic U.S. Sen. Jon Tester and his family. Another Montana man, from Kalispell, was sentenced to 2 1/2 years in prison last year, also for making threats against Tester.
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                    FILE - This photo shows an aerial view of Camp Grayling Joint Maneuver Training Center in Grayling, Mich., July 19, 2014. (AP Photo/John L. Russell, File)
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- U.S. authorities charged five Chinese nationals with lying and trying to cover their tracks, more than a year after they were confronted in the dark near a remote Michigan military site where thousands of people had gathered for summer drills.
The five, who were University of Michigan students at the time, were not charged for what happened at Camp Grayling in August 2023. Rather they are accused of misleading investigators about the trip and conspiring to clear their phones of photos, according to a criminal complaint filed in federal court.
The FBI noted in the Tuesday court filing that there have been instances of college students from China taking photos of vital defense sites in the United States.
There was nothing in the file revealing the whereabouts of the five men.
"The defendants are not in custody. Should they come into contact with U.S. authorities, they will be arrested and face these charges," Gina Balaya, a spokesperson for the U.S. Attorney's Office in Detroit, said Wednesday.

    


In summer 2023, the five were confronted after midnight near a lake by a sergeant major with the Utah National Guard. One said, "We are media," before they collected their belongings and agreed to leave the area, the FBI said.




The FBI learned that the men had booked a room at a nearby motel a week before they were spotted outside Camp Grayling, 200 miles (320 kilometers) north of Detroit.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Four months later, one of the men was interviewed by border officers at the Detroit airport before traveling to South Korea and China. He told investigators that he and others had taken a trip to northern Michigan "to see shooting stars," the FBI said.
A check of his external hard drive revealed two images of military vehicles taken on the same night of the encounter with the National Guard officer, the FBI said.
The other four men were interviewed last March after arriving in Chicago on a flight from Iceland. They acknowledged being in northern Michigan in August 2023, but they said it was to see a meteor shower, the FBI said.

    


They mentioned the National Guard officer but referred to him only as "the soldier," a camper or "nice guy," according to the criminal complaint.
The men last December communicated on WeChat about clearing photos from their cameras and phones, investigators said.
The FBI said all five men graduated last spring from the University of Michigan. They were part of a joint program between the university and the Shanghai Jiao Tong University in Shanghai, China.

In 2020, two Chinese nationals who were pursuing master's degrees at the University of Michigan were sentenced to prison for illegally photographing sites at a naval air station in Key West, Florida.
___
Follow Ed White at https://twitter.com/edwritez

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/chinese-students-michigan-military-camp-0f757785eb5eecb9e92ac89f99e96c2d



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Court says betting on US congressional elections can resume | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Court says betting on US congressional elections can resume, for now

    Court says betting on US congressional elections can resume, for now

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            This combination image shows Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, left, and Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, right, during a vice presidential debate hosted by CBS News, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during a vice presidential debate hosted by CBS News, with Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            As seen on a monitor in the studio Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, and Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz participate during a vice presidential debate hosted by CBS News, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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                                        ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (AP) -- Betting on the outcome of U.S. Congressional elections can resume, at least temporarily, a federal appeals court ruled Wednesday.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit dissolved an order it had previously issued that prevented New York startup company Kalshi from taking bets on which political party would control the House and Senate after this November's elections.
The ruling clears the way for such betting to resume while the court further considers the underlying issues in the case.
So far, Kalshi has only offered bets on congressional races; it was not immediately clear whether they plan to expand offerings to include the presidential election.
The court said it could reconsider a ban if the commission provides new evidence of serious harm to the public interest in the coming weeks.

    


Yaakov Roth, an attorney for Kalshi, said the company is now free to resume taking such bets, but did not know if it had already done so. 
No such markets were listed on the company's website as of 2 p.m., and a company spokesperson did not immediately return a message seeking comment. The U.S. Commodity Futures Trading Commission, the government agency trying to prevent such betting, declined comment.




Kalshi is seeking government approval and regulation of political bets.
But the commission denied that approval, saying that such bets are vulnerable to manipulation, and could lessen already fragile confidence in the integrity of American elections. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A federal court last month ruled in favor of Kalshi, which took about $50,000 worth of such bets in the eight hours after the ruling, until the appeals panel issued a freeze on them.
That freeze was melted on Wednesday when the court ruled that the commission did not prove that irreparable harm was likely to result from the resumption of election betting.

    


Better Markets, a non-profit group advocating for the public interest in financial markets, called it "a sad and ominous day for election integrity in the United States."
"Gambling on elections will create powerful new incentives for bad actors to interfere with our elections and sway voters outside of the democratic process," said Stephen Hall, the group's legal director. "The use of AI, deepfakes and social media to manipulate voters and influence election outcomes has already become all too real. Ready access to an election gambling contract such as Kalshi's will intensify that danger with the promise of quick profits."
Hall said that allowing bets this late in the election cycle could open the door to potentially unfixable problems.
"There is no way to undo the potential damage to the public interest of allowing bets in the final weeks of an election year," he said. "No matter what, we have yet another reason to be concerned about the upcoming elections."
Likewise, a U.S. senator who has introduced a bill that would ban all elections betting, called the court's move "a bad bet for our democracy."
"When we reduce our democracy to a horse race for the ultra-rich and huge corporations to bet on, we demolish the integrity of our democratic process and put corporate profits over people," said Sen. Jeff Merkley, a Democrat. "Allowing big wagers with the ability to put the thumb on the scale is like allowing bets on ballgames when you also control the umpire. It is corruption, plain and simple. And it is corruption aimed at the heart of our democracy."

    


Kalshi offers yes-no bets on a vast array of topics, including whether Netflix will gain a certain amount of subscribers this quarter; how many vehicles Tesla will produce this quarter, and whether singer Chappell Roan will have a No. 1 hit this year.


    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Amid political topics, the company was taking bets Wednesday on how high President Joe Biden's approval rating will be by the end of this month; whether the U.S. will ban TikTok by May; and whether there will be a second or even a third presidential debate this year.
___
Follow Wayne Parry on X at www.twitter.com/WayneParryAC 
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            The contents of the house of Marjorie Havard, who was found deceased in the home, rests in a pile, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Indian Rocks Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)
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    Stay up to date: Follow the latest developments on weather and hurricane news.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Federal Emergency Management Agency can meet immediate needs but does not have enough funding to make it through the hurricane season, Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas told reporters Wednesday.
The agency is being stretched as it works with states to assess damage from Hurricane Helene and delivers meals, water, generators and other critical supplies. The storm struck Florida last week, then plowed through several states in the Southeast, flooding towns and killing more than 160 people.
Mayorkas was not specific about how much additional money the agency may need, but his remarks on Air Force One underscored concerns voiced by President Joe Biden and some lawmakers earlier this week that Congress may need to pass a supplemental spending bill this fall to help states with recovery efforts.
"We are meeting the immediate needs with the money that we have. We are expecting another hurricane hitting," Mayorkas said. "FEMA does not have the funds to make it through the season."

    


Hurricane season runs June 1 to Nov. 30, but most hurricanes typically occur in September and October. 




Congress recently replenished a key source of FEMA's response efforts, providing $20 billion for the agency's disaster relief fund as part of a short-term government spending bill to fund the government through Dec. 20. The bill also gave FEMA flexibility to draw on the money more quickly as needed.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Both chambers of Congress are scheduled, however, to be in their home states and districts until after the election, as lawmakers focus on campaigning.
House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., gave no hint he was considering changing that schedule during a speech Tuesday. He said that Congress just provided FEMA with the funds it needs to respond and that lawmakers would make sure those resources are appropriately allocated.
A bipartisan group of Senators from affected states wrote their leadership this week saying it's clear Congress must act to meet constituents' needs. They said that may even require Congress to come back in October, ahead of the election.

    


Mayorkas made his comments as Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris fanned out across the Southeast to witness the damage from the hurricane and seek to demonstrate commitment and competence in helping devastated communities. Biden is heading to North and South Carolina, while Harris is going to Georgia.
More than 150,000 households have registered for assistance with FEMA, and that number is expected to rise rapidly in the coming days, said Frank Matranga, an agency representative.

The devastation was especially severe in the Blue Ridge Mountains, where at least 57 people died in and around Asheville, North Carolina, a tourism haven known for its art galleries, breweries and outdoor activities.
"Communities were wiped off the map," North Carolina's governor, Roy Cooper, said at a news conference Tuesday.
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                                        Republicans, including former President Donald Trump, have recently claimed that hundreds of thousands of migrant children who crossed the U.S.-Mexico border unaccompanied are missing, then criticized the border policies of the Biden administration and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris.
Ohio Sen. JD Vance, the Republican vice presidential nominee, repeated the claim during Tuesday night's debate. 
"We have 320,000 children that the Department of Homeland Security has effectively lost," he said as he met Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz in what is likely the last debate of the 2024 presidential campaign.
But immigration experts say the claims regarding missing migrant children lack significant context.
Here's a closer look at the facts.
CLAIM: The Biden administration has lost more than 300,000 unaccompanied migrant children.

    


THE FACTS: This claim misrepresents information in an August report published by the Department of Homeland Security's Office of the Inspector General, which faulted Immigration and Customs Enforcement for failing to consistently "monitor the location and status of unaccompanied migrant children" once they are released from federal government custody.




The report noted that more than 291,000 unaccompanied migrant children had not, as of May 2024, received a notice to appear in court. Additionally, more than 32,000 unaccompanied migrant children got a notice to appear but then failed to show up for immigration court hearings. Those figures came from ICE and covered a period from October 2018 to September 2023. During that period there were a total of 448,820 unaccompanied children released by ICE to the Department of Health and Human Services' Office of Refugee Resettlement.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But experts say it is a stretch to refer to roughly 300,000 children as "lost" or "missing." 
"This is not a 'missing kids' problem; it's a 'missing paperwork' problem," Jonathan Beier, associate director of research and evaluation for the Acacia Center for Justice's Unaccompanied Children Program, wrote in an email.

    


Plus, President Joe Biden only entered the White House partway through this period. It includes approximately 15 months when Trump was president and does not specify how many children arrived in the U.S. under each president.
Experts say there are many reasons why the children might not have appeared for hearings or received a notice to appear in the first place. For example, they only get a notice to appear when removal proceedings against them have begun, and if ICE hasn't started that removal process, they wouldn't have gotten a notice in the first place. 
A lack of communication between government agencies could mean a notice is sent to the wrong address if it has been updated with one agency and not another. A child's guardian may be unable to take them to court, perhaps because they live on the other side of the state.
The report does not provide any explanations.
"All of these factors can explain some of the deficiencies and a conclusion that the children are missing could be very, very premature," said Raul Pinto, deputy legal director for transparency at the American Immigration Council.

    


Carmen Hills, an ICE spokesperson, said the agency agreed with the inspector general's recommendations to improve information sharing within ICE and externally with HHS, but disagreed with the suggestion that the children are missing.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"We are concerned that the report's findings are misleading and may be misconstrued because they fail to acknowledge key facts," she said.
Hills said ICE does not generally issue court notices to unaccompanied children "until after they have been placed with sponsors who have been vetted by HHS" so that they can get settled and seek legal help.
Representatives for HHS and Vance did not respond to requests for comment from The Associated Press.
An unaccompanied migrant child is defined by the U.S. government as someone who is under 18, lacks lawful immigration status and has no parent or guardian in the country to take custody of them. When they're apprehended by the Department of Homeland Security, they're transferred to the HHS's Office of Refugee Resettlement.

    


They are then placed "in the least restrictive setting that is in the best interests of the child," according to the resettlement office. That can mean shelters, foster care or residential treatment centers, among other options. If possible, children are released to sponsors, often family members, who can care for them.

Removal proceedings may be initiated by ICE and the Department of Justice. Some children are able to stay in the U.S. legally if they qualify for asylum, special visas for victims of abuse, trafficking and other crimes, or other types of immigration relief. In those cases, removal proceedings may never start. 
___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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            President Joe Biden says he will not support an Israeli attack on Iran's nuclear sites. Biden's comments came after he and fellow Group of Seven leaders spoke by phone on Wednesday to discuss coordinating new sanctions against Iran. 
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            President Joe Biden boards Air Force One at Joint Base Andrews, Md., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Cliff Owen)
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                                        JOINT BASE ANDREWS, Md. (AP) -- President Joe Biden said Wednesday he will not support an Israeli strike on sites related to Tehran's nuclear program in response to Iran's missile attack on Israel.
"The answer is no," Biden told reporters when asked if he would support such retaliation after Iran fired about 180 missiles at Israel on Tuesday.
Biden's comments came after he and fellow Group of Seven leaders from Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan and the United Kingdom spoke by telephone about coordinating new sanctions against Iran.
The U.S. and allies are scrambling to keep the Mideast conflict -- sparked by Iran-backed Hamas militants' in Gaza's Oct. 7 attack on Israel -- from spreading further. They are urging Israel to show restraint as it weighs retaliation against Iran for Tuesday's attack.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Biden won't support a strike on Iran nuclear sites as Israel weighs response to Iran missile attack
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports President Biden is urging Israel to be careful in how it responds to yesterday's Iranian missile barrage.

    

Israel is now carrying out what it has described as limited ground operations across its northern border with Lebanon to dig out Hezbollah, another Iran-backed group, after carrying out a series of massive air strikes that killed the group's leader, Hassan Nasrallah, and decimated its leadership.

    


Last month, thousands of explosives hidden in pagers and walkie-talkies used by Hezbollah detonated, killing dozens of people and maiming thousands, including many civilians. Israel is widely believed to be behind the attack




Biden stated his opposition to Israel hitting Iranian nuclear facilities as Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu weighed a range of options in how to respond to Tuesday's attack. It was the second such attack by Iran on Israel in less than six months.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Israel's choices range from a largely symbolic strike -- similar to how Israel responded after Iran launched a barrage of missiles and attack drones in April -- to hitting oil facilities and other infrastructure. 
Targeting Iran's controversial nuclear program is seen as perhaps the most provocative action that Israel could take. It's one that the Democratic president believes could further enflame a Mideast conflict that he already worries could develop into a broader regional conflict.

    


The White House said in a statement that G7 leaders "unequivocally condemned Iran's attack against Israel" and that Biden reaffirmed America's "full solidarity and support to Israel and its people." 
Biden added that he supports Israel's right to defend itself and "there are things that have to be done" in response to the Iranian barrage. He said he expected sanctions from the G7 nations to be announced soon.
"We will be discussing with the Israelis what they are going to do," Biden told reporters before heading to the Carolinas to see the devastation caused by Hurricane Helene. "All seven of us agree that they have a right to respond."
The office of Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni said in a statement that the leaders expressed "strong concern for the escalation of these last hours" and emphasized that "a conflict on a regional scale is in no one's interest." Italy holds the rotating presidency of the G7 group of industrialized democracies. 

    


Biden said that he planned to speak with Netanyahu "relatively soon."
Biden's administration has signaled that it is urging Israel to display restraint in how it responds to Iran's missile attack, which Biden said was "ineffective and defeated."
The U.S. military helped Israel defend against the attack that Iran carried out in retaliation for the killing of Tehran-backed leaders of Lebanese Hezbollah.
Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell said there "must be a return message" to Iran. He said the U.S. and Israel officials continue to discuss their response.
"At the same time, I think we recognize as important as the response of some kind should be, there is a recognition that the region is really balancing on a knife's edge," Campbell said at a forum hosted by the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, a Washington think tank.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken spoke on Wednesday with his counterparts Britain, France, Germany, and Italy to discuss the situation in the Middle East.
___
Associated Press writer Colleen Barry in Rome and White House Correspondent Zeke Miller in Washington contributed to this report.
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                    FILE - Undocumented Haitians detained by immigration officials stand inside a police vehicle, in Dajabon, Dominican Republic, May 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Republic (AP) -- The Dominican Republic announced Wednesday that it would start massive deportations of Haitians living illegally in the country, expelling up to 10,000 of them a week.
Government spokesman Homero Figueroa told reporters that the government took the decision after noticing an "excess" of Haitian migrants in the Dominican Republic, which shares the island of Hispaniola with Haiti.
Figueroa said officials have seen an increase in Haitian migrants as a U.N.-backed mission in Haiti to fight gang violence flounders. He said authorities also agreed to strengthen border surveillance and control, but he did not provide details. 
Last year, the Dominican Republic deported more than 174,000 people it says are Haitians, and in the first half of the year, it has expelled at least 67,000 more.
Activists have long criticized the administration of President Luis Abinader for what they say are ongoing human rights violations of Haitians and those of Haitian descent born in the Dominican Republic. Abinader has denied any mistreatment.

    


Wednesday's announcement comes a week after Abinader announced at the U.N. General Assembly that he would take "drastic measures" if the mission in Haiti fails. It is led by nearly 400 police officers from Kenya, backed by nearly two dozen police and soldiers from Jamaica and two senior military officers from Belize. The U.S. has warned that the mission lacks personnel and funding as it pushes for a U.N. peacekeeping mission instead.

Gangs in Haiti control 80% of the Port-au-Prince capital, and the violence has left nearly 700,000 Haitians homeless in recent years, while thousands of others have fled the country.
____
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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            Republican vice presidential candidate JD Vance on Wednesday again refused to say who he believed won the 2020 presidential election, which has been the persistent focus of false claims by his running mate, Donald Trump.
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            Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, speaks at a campaign event, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, in Auburn Hills, Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)
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                                        AUBURN HILLS, Mich. (AP) -- Republican vice presidential candidate JD Vance on Wednesday again refused to say who he believed won the 2020 presidential election, which has been the persistent focus of false claims by his running mate, Donald Trump.
Vance, speaking in Michigan a day after debating Democrat vice presidential candidate Tim Walz, was asked about an exchange during Tuesday night's face off when he refused to acknowledge that Joe Biden won the presidential race four years ago.
"Well look, here's the simple reason: The media's obsessed with talking about the election of four years ago," Vance said. "I'm focused on the election of 33 days from now because I want to throw Kamala Harris out of office and get back to common-sense economic policies."
Vance then went on to speak about the need for secure elections and said he believes the 2024 election will be "the safest and most secure election."

    


Trump's denial of his 2020 election loss had been the fuel for much of his campaign and embracing it has been a key test of those hoping to have his support. His efforts to overturn his loss led to federal criminal charges, which he has pleaded not guilty, and a split with his past running mate, former Vice President Mike Pence.





Trump pressured Pence to overturn Biden's election win as he presided over the Jan. 6, 2021, ceremonial certification of the results. Pence refused, and when rioters stormed the Capitol, some chanted that they wanted to "hang Mike Pence."
On the debate stage Tuesday night, Walz brought up the pressure campaign against Pence, noting the reason that Vance was on stage instead of Walz.
Walz also asked Vance if Trump won the election.
"I'm focused on the future," Vance responded.
"That is a damning nonanswer," Walz said.
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                    A woman holds up a sign with a message that reads in Spanish: "Everyone with Edmundo" during a protest against the reelection of President Nicolas Maduro two month after the disputed presidential vote which opposition leaders say they won by a landslide in Caracas, Venezuela, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- An independent group of election experts that observed Venezuela's July presidential election on Wednesday legitimized the vote tally sheets the opposition has offered as proof of President Nicolas Maduro's defeat, telling the Organization of American States the electronic balloting system worked and the ruling party as well as other stakeholders "know the truth."
The assertions from an expert with the U.S.-based Carter Center came during a session convened by members of the regional body to address the dispute that emerged from Venezuela's presidential election. The group was one of the two independent panels that the government invited to observe the vote on July 28, which electoral authorities claimed - without offering any proof - favored Maduro.
The dispute has centered on thousands of tally sheets known as actas -- printouts that resemble shopping receipts -- that have long been considered the ultimate proof of election results in Venezuela. Each of the 30,000 electronic voting machines used in the July 28 election printed several copies of the sheets, which representatives of participating parties have a right to obtain when the information is transmitted to the National Electoral Council.

    


Ruling party-loyal electoral authorities declared Maduro the victor hours after polls closed, but they did not publish results broken down by voting machine as they had done in previous presidential elections. They claimed they could not release the detailed information because their website was hacked.




The main opposition coalition, however, secured tally sheets from more than 80% of voting machines and published them online. The government then claimed those records were false and opened an investigation against members of the opposition, including the coalition's candidate Edmundo Gonzalez.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


"The voting system is electronic, but it offers a paper trail - proof of what the electronic machine reports - and that is what was collected by tens of thousands of poll watchers, not just from the opposition, but also from the government party, the PSUV, that also has the same information," Jennie Lincoln, who led the Carter Center's mission to Venezuela, told diplomats Wednesday before showing them tally sheets. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lincoln stopped short of declaring Gonzalez the election winner, telling diplomats that "observers do not pronounce elections" as "that is the responsibility of the electoral authorities."

    


Lincoln said the Carter Center recently received via international mail the tally sheets she showed during the session. She did not say who sent them, and the organization did not immediately respond to a request from The Associated Press seeking more information on the records.

The Organization of American States and several governments have urged Venezuela's electoral authorities to published detailed voting data. Wednesday's session was convened at the request of Argentina, Costa Rica, Panama, the United States, Guatemala, Guyana, Peru, the Dominican Republic and Ecuador.
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                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump gestures at a campaign event at Discovery World, Friday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- Anti-abortion leaders said Wednesday that they're undeterred after Donald Trump said he would veto a federal abortion ban, the first time he has explicitly said so after previously refusing to answer questions on the subject.
During Tuesday night's vice presidential debate, the Republican presidential nominee posted on his social media platform Truth Social that "everyone knows I would not support a federal abortion ban, under any circumstances, and would, in fact, veto it."
He then said that abortion rights should be left up to the states -- his most common response to questions about the issue since Roe v. Wade was overturned by a conservative majority that included three of Trump's own appointees to the Supreme Court. In the two years since the ruling, abortion rights have emerged as a major vulnerability for the GOP, which has struggled to find a consistent message on the path forward, while driving turnout for Democrats.

    


With the election less than five weeks away, Trump has been trying to thread a divide between his own base of anti-abortion supporters and the majority of Americans who support abortion rights. The former president is trying to make up ground with women -- a group that views Democratic nominee Kamala Harris more favorably nationally -- in the handful of battleground states that will likely determine the winner.




"Trump's statement last night is just one more example of Republicans trying desperately to rebrand themselves on the issue of abortion," said Ryan Stitzlein, vice president of political and government relations at the national abortion rights organization Reproductive Freedom for All. "But at the end of the day, the only thing that has actually changed is their rhetoric on the issue. It's their reaction to seeing the political consequences for this deeply unpopular policy position."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Major anti-abortion groups, while voicing disagreement with Trump, said they weren't discouraged by his latest comments on a national abortion ban.

    


Kristan Hawkins, president of the national anti-abortion Students for Life of America, said, "There are differing approaches in the pro-life movement on how best to achieve our goal."
"Donald Trump has his own strategy to get the federal government out of the business of abortion," she said. "We might disagree with him about the long-term goals of our movement, but in the short term, we can work with that direction."
Hawkins added that there are other avenues Trump could use to restrict abortion nationally, including through defunding Planned Parenthood and appointing anti-abortion officials to lead major federal departments.
Carol Tobias, president of the National Right to Life Committee, said she wasn't surprised by Trump's remarks.
"But quite frankly, unless something really unusual happens in this election, neither side is going to have the votes in Congress to pass a national law," she said. "So that wasn't really at the top of our list anyway."
Angela Vasquez-Giroux, vice president of communications for Planned Parenthood Votes, meanwhile, said she doesn't believe Trump's vow to veto a national abortion ban, calling him "a legendary flip-flopper who says whatever he thinks helps him most in that moment." She said that even without a national abortion ban, Trump would be able to restrict abortion across the country by appointing anti-abortion judges and federal officials or reviving the Comstock Act, a 19th-century "anti-vice" law that abortion rights advocates say could imperil access to medication abortion.

    


Trump had not previously said whether he would veto a national ban. In fact, he repeatedly declined to say if he would veto such a ban during September's presidential debate with Harris, although it is extremely unlikely that either political party would be able to win enough votes in Congress to pass national abortion legislation.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


In August, Trump's running mate, Ohio Sen. JD Vance, said the former president would veto a national ban. But Trump demurred on the subject during the September debate, saying, "I didn't discuss it with JD."

    


The question has since lingered amid Trump's shifting stances on the crucial issue.
Trump senior adviser Jason Miller on Tuesday rejected the idea that Trump had changed his position on the matter.
"President Trump made clear, which he's said all along, it should be back in the states," he told reporters after the debate. "Nothing changed. He's always said it should be back in the states."
Vance falsely claimed during Tuesday's debate that he never supported a national ban himself, though he said in 2022 that he "certainly would like abortion to be illegal nationally" and supported Sen. Lindsey Graham's proposal to impose a national ban on abortion at 15 weeks of pregnancy. In 2023, he voiced support for a "minimum national standard" for abortion, including at 15 weeks of pregnancy.

    


Republicans have been accused of attempting to recast federal abortion restrictions as "minimum national standards" in order to distort their own stances on the issue amid the political unpopularity of the GOP's position on abortion.
"It doesn't matter what they call it," Vasquez-Giroux said. "What matters is how it's going to impact everyone that we know and love and care about. If you call it a limit or a ban, it's the same thing, and everyday people will suffer."
Around 6 in 10 Americans think their state should generally allow a person to obtain a legal abortion if they don't want to be pregnant for any reason, according to a July poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. Voters in seven states, including conservative-leaning Kentucky, Montana and Ohio, have either protected abortion rights or defeated attempts to restrict them in statewide votes over the past two years.
Harris' campaign, meanwhile, has maintained that Trump would sign a national abortion ban if reelected and blamed him for the abortion restrictions in swaths of the country since the overturning of Roe v. Wade, which once granted a constitutional right to abortion.
Trump has repeatedly taken credit for appointing the three Supreme Court justices who helped overturn Roe v. Wade and boasted about returning the abortion question to the states. But voters don't have a direct say through citizen initiatives in about half of states, and in states that will have abortion on the ballot this year, anti-abortion groups and their Republican allies are using a wide array of strategies to counter proposed ballot initiatives.
___
Associated Press writer Jill Colvin in New York contributed to this report.
___

The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres speaks during a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, Friday, Sep. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres speaks during a Security Council meeting, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, at UN headquarters. (UNTV via AP)
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- The United Nations on Wednesday called Israel's ban on Secretary-General Antonio Guterres entering the country a political statement by its foreign minister and stressed that the world body's contacts with Israel will continue "because they have to."
U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric told reporters that Israeli Foreign Minister Israel Katz deeming the U.N. chief "persona non grata" is also "one more attack on the United Nations staff that we've seen from the government of Israel."
Israel's accusations of U.N. bias and antisemitism date back decades, but the rift has intensified since Hamas' Oct. 7 attacks in the country's south killed about 1,200 people and launched the war in Gaza. Israel's offensive against the militant group has killed over 41,000 Palestinians, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not say how many were fighters but that a little more than half were women and children. 

    


An Israeli ground incursion in Lebanon and other attacks against Hezbollah, a Lebanese militant group also backed by Iran, and an Iranian missile strike against Israel on Tuesday have threatened to plunge the Middle East into all-out war. The U.N. Security Council held an emergency meeting Wednesday on the Middle East.




Guterres didn't respond to a question about the ban as he headed to the meeting, where he demanded a halt to the escalation of "tit-for-tat violence" that he warned is leading people in the Middle East "straight over the cliff."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Earlier in the day, Katz accused Guterres of being biased against Israel and claimed the U.N. chief never condemned the Hamas attacks and sexual violence committed by its fighters.
Dujarric strongly disagreed, saying Guterres has condemned "over and over again the terror attacks, the acts of sexual violence and other horrors that we've seen."
But the Israeli government strongly objected to the secretary-general's phrase in his initial condemnation that said Hamas' attack didn't happen "in a vacuum."

    


Israel also has accused staff from the U.N. agency helping Palestinian refugees, called UNRWA -- the key provider of assistance in Gaza, of being Hamas members and participating in the Oct. 7 attacks and has curtailed their activities.
The U.N.'s internal watchdog has been investigating those Israeli allegations. UNRWA said Monday that a top Hamas commander killed in Lebanon was an employee who had been suspended since allegations of his ties to the militant group emerged in March.
UNRWA Commissioner-General Philippe Lazzarini has accused Israel of trying to destroy its operations. The agency provides education, health care, food and other services to several million Palestinians and their families.
Guterres also has accused Israel of "collective punishment" of Palestinians in its nearly yearlong military response to the Hamas attacks in Gaza, saying he has not seen so much death and destruction during his seven years as secretary-general.
Dujarric said that in his 24 years at the U.N., there have been U.N. staff declared persona non grata by a country but that he didn't know of a secretary-general being banned.

    


He stressed that the United Nations has never recognized the concept being applied to U.N. staff.

Under the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, the practice applies to a country declaring a diplomat persona non grata -- not an international organization.
"We continue our contacts with Israel at the operational level and other levels, because we need to," Dujarric said.
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                    This combination of photos shows Alabama's new 2nd Congressional District Republican candidate Caroleene Dobson, left, and Democratic candidate Shomari Figures during the Macon County Day Festival in Tuskegee, Ala., on Saturday, Aug 31, 2024. (AP Photo/ Butch Dill)
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                                        MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) -- Congressional hopefuls Shomari Figures and Caroleene Dobson clashed in a debate Wednesday punctuated by policy differences and verbal swipes at each other's resume.
Figures, a Democrat, and Dobson, a Republican are running to represent Alabama's 2nd Congressional District, which was redrawn after a lengthy redistricting battle. The two faced off in Montgomery in a candidate forum hosted by the Montgomery Chamber of Commerce and broadcast online by WSFA.
Dobson attacked Figures, who worked in the Obama White House and as a former top aide to U.S. Attorney General Merrick Garland, over his background in the nation's capital. Figures said his opponent was opting for a "photo-op" over meaningful solutions. 
Dobson repeatedly called Figures a "Washington D.C. insider" and said he was "part of an administration that for the past four years crushed American opportunity."

    


"He wants to continue the policies of the last four years, but you and I should ask ourselves: Are we better off than we were four years ago?" Dobson said. 
 Figures, speaking after the forum, said he does not "run from the fact" that most of his professional career was spent in Washington. Nonetheless, he said, Alabama is his home. "The root of it is: This is home for me. This where I was born, where I was raised," Figures said. 




He added that he is the son of two Alabama legislators and grew up in Mobile.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Dobson has made border security, a cornerstone of her campaign. Figures referred to a campaign trip that Dobson took to the Mexico border to highlight immigration issues as a "photo-op" while saying he has been at the border "as a staffer" to work on legislation to provide more resources to border agents. 
"My opponent mentions the border, but what she fails to mention about the border is that in her early legal career, she spent time in Texas actually selling millions of acres of our border state land in Texas to shadow companies owned by Mexican investors," Figures said.

    


Dobson responded that the transaction involved a Mexican company that was buying office space in Texas as it fled the drug cartel crisis in Mexico. She said Figures was part of the transition team for the Biden administration that "flung open our borders and has resulted in less safe communities."
Alabama's 2nd Congressional District was redrawn after the U.S. Supreme Court agreed Alabama had likely illegally diluted the influence of Black voters when drawing congressional lines. A three-judge panel selected new lines to give Black residents  who now make up nearly 49% of the district's voting-age population, an "opportunity" to elect a candidate of their choice.
The open seat has sparked a heated race for the district that could help decide control of the U.S. House of Representatives. 
Some of the sharpest policy contrasts were over abortion and healthcare. 
"I do not believe it is the government's role to tell a woman what she can and cannot do with her body. I think it's pretty simple. If you don't believe in abortion, if you don't want an abortion, don't have one," Figures said.

    


Dobson described herself as "pro-life" but said the issue should be left to the states. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"This is an issue that's best left to state legislatures to decide with compassion and common sense," Dobson said.
Dobson said she supports exemptions to abortion bans for rape, incest and for a pregnant woman's health. Alabama's abortion ban does not have exemptions for rape and incest.
Both candidates spoke of the need to address infrastructure and healthcare challenges in the district. 
Figures said four rural hospitals have closed in the district since the campaign began, and life expectancy in Alabama lags most of the nation. Figures urged Alabama to expand its Medicaid program to cover more low-income people who he said are often working jobs but don't have access to health insurance. He said he would support legislation that would renew financial incentives to holdout states to expand their programs. Alabama is one of 10 states that did not expand Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. 

    


"In the state of Alabama, you are just barely expected to live past your 60s, your 60s. That is unacceptable, and for too many people. That is because of lack of health care earlier in life," Figures said. 
Dobson said she would encourage state officials to "examine" the issue of Medicaid expansion but said that inflation is helping to drive healthcare costs. 

"We also have to recognize that the best insurance is the one that you get through your job. So, we need to create more jobs to allow people to have private insurance that is going to pay those reimbursements to keep our rural hospitals open," Dobson said.
The two candidates will meet again on Oct. 10 in an online debate hosted by al.com. 
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                    In this combination of photos taken in Pennsylvania, Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a campaign event, Aug. 18, 2024, in Rochester, left, and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign event, Aug. 19, 2024, in York. (AP Photo)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A trio of new trials -- a devastating hurricane, expanding conflict in the Mideast and a dockworkers strike that threatens the U.S. economy -- are looming over the final weeks of the presidential campaign and could help shape the public mood as voters decide between Democrat Kamala Harris and Republican Donald Trump.
How events shake out -- and how the candidates respond -- could be decisive as they claw for votes in battleground states.
The sitting president, Joe Biden, is still the steward of a U.S. economy and foreign policy at this tumultuous moment and may well bear ultimate responsibility for how they play out. But how Harris and Trump approach the three disparate issues could have a rippling impact on how Americans perceive their two choices this November.
"Unfortunately, there are going to be events like this, and this is where you see the leadership of a president show up," White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre told reporters on Tuesday. "I think this should send a message to Americans: It matters. It matters who sits behind the Resolute Desk."

    


Harris, with Biden's help, is trying to display steady calm as a flurry of difficult problems arise all at once. 




She and Biden on Tuesday toggled between directing Hurricane Helene recovery and rescue response work and huddling with aides in the White House Situation Room to watch as the U.S. helped Israel defend against a massive attack by Iran in retaliation for the killing of Tehran-backed leaders of Lebanese Hezbollah.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

All the while, they were keeping close contact with economic advisers as dockworkers took to the picket line Tuesday, a walkout stretching from ports in Maine to Texas that threatens to snarl supply chains and cause shortages and higher prices if it stretches on for more than a few weeks.
Trump, for his part, lashed out at Harris as in over her head, while claiming that this sort of crush of problems never would have happened under his watch.

    


"We have been talking about World War III, and I don't want to make predictions," Trump said at a campaign event in Wisconsin. "The whole world is laughing at us. That's why Israel was under attack just a little while ago. Because they don't respect our country anymore."
Yet voters cast Trump aside four years ago in large part because of how they viewed his handling of the swirling economic, social and public health challenges that emerged from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Biden, in comments to reporters before meeting with aides Tuesday to discuss the ongoing hurricane response, seemed to acknowledge the growing frustration with the federal response to the massive storm.
"I've been in frequent contact with the governors and other leaders in the impacted areas, and we have to jumpstart this recovery process," Biden said. He traveled to the Carolinas on Wednesday to get a closer look at the hurricane devastation. He is also expected to visit hurricane-impacted areas in Georgia and Florida later this week. "People are scared to death. People wonder whether they're going to make it." 

    


Harris, meanwhile, headed to Georgia on Wednesday and North Carolina in the coming days to do the same. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Tuesday's vice presidential debate offered a sampling of how the two campaigns were reacting to new developments to bolster their own messages and sharpen their attacks on their rivals. Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz promised "steady leadership" under Harris while Ohio Sen. JD Vance pledged a return to "peace through strength" if Trump is returned to the White House.
Biden has stayed off the campaign trail since announcing in July that he was ending his reelection effort amid sliding public approval ratings. 
His conspicuous absence underscores that Democrats see him as more of a liability than an asset in making the case for Harris, said Christopher Borick, director of the Muhlenberg College Institute of Public Opinion in Pennsylvania.
But how well Biden deals with the three latest emergency situations could have a big impact in how undecided voters perceive Harris in these final days.

    


"President Biden can't help Kamala Harris on the stump," Borick said. "But in a campaign where you are turning over every rock in a few states to get that undecided voter, how he manages these crises over the next several weeks could have an impact." 
The Harris campaign understands the risks it faces with multiple crises converging all at once, especially given their varied and unpredictable nature. A prolonged strike, a bungled disaster response or a further expansion of the Middle East conflict could raise doubts about Biden's leadership, and by extension that of his second-in-command.
At the same time, Harris campaign aides believe the perilous moment presents an opportunity to demonstrate to voters the stakes of who's in the job and the seriousness with which they approach it, according to campaign officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal thinking.

    


The former president, in a speech in Waunakee, Wisconsin, and in social media postings Tuesday, offered a mixture of prayer and concern for those impacted by Helene, jabs at Harris for the dockworkers strike, and an aside about the casting of Stanley Kubrick's film "Full Metal Jacket."
"The situation should have never come to this and, had I been president, it would not have," Trump said in a statement about the strike.
Harris aides made a point of having the vice president deliver brief remarks on the Iranian attack Tuesday in between taping interviews for her campaign, aiming to portray her as ready to take command.
Late-term tumult has been a fixture in American presidential politics, sometimes in the form of scandal and other times with an incumbent hoping to demonstrate that he or his preferred successor would be a steady head at an uncertain time. 
George W. Bush pushed a rescue package through Congress to stabilize a reeling financial system by creating the Troubled Asset Relief Program amid fears that the economy was on the verge of collapse. The broader economic conditions didn't help Republican John McCain in the race he lost to Barack Obama. 
Jimmy Carter's reelection campaign in 1980 was paralyzed by the Iran hostage crisis. Fifty-two hostages were released on January 20, 1981, soon after his successor, Ronald Reagan, was inaugurated.
Lyndon Johnson announced a halting of bombings in North Vietnam days before the 1968 election, a step he hoped would bring the conflict toward a peace settlement. But the South Vietnamese indicated they would not negotiate and Johnson's vice president, Hubert Humphrey, lost narrowly to Republican Richard Nixon.

"The efforts by incumbents to help themselves or their party's nominee with 'October surprises' go back quite a ways," said Edward Frantz, a University of Indianapolis historian. "In this current climate, I'm not sure how many voters can be persuaded by a candidate this late in the game trying to show competency."
___
Beaumont reported from Des Moines, Iowa. AP writer Josh Boak contributed to this report. 
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                                        ARMSTRONG, Iowa (AP) -- An Iowa mayor who was among several town officials charged in an embezzlement case was sentenced to probation Tuesday.
Greg Buum served multiple stints as mayor of Armstrong, a community of 845 residents in the northern part of the state. Buum pleaded guilty last month to multiple counts of tampering with records and misconduct in office, The Des Moines Register reported.
Buum's son-in-law, who was the town police chief, and three former city clerks were also charged for a range of misconduct that included bilking the town of thousands of dollars and destroying and falsifying records. All five people charged have pleaded guilty.
Judge Jeffrey Neary said at the hearing that a prison sentence for Buum, 73, "is just not in the cards." Instead Buum received a suspended three-year prison term, two years of probation and more than $1,800 in fines.

    


Buum apologized in court, and said "it's time to move on. I have a very helpful and supportive wife, kids, and lots of grandkids. It is the time in my life for me to enjoy that."
In September, Buum's son-in-law, former Police Chief Craig Merrill, was sentenced for misconduct that included using his Taser on another man as a party trick. Merrill received a deferred judgment, meaning his case will be dismissed if he completes probation.

One former city clerk also previously received a deferred judgment, and two others pleaded guilty and agreed to cooperate against the other defendants. Their sentencings were delayed until after the other cases concluded.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Federal prosecutors said Wednesday they are pursuing "several related investigations" that could lead to additional corruption charges against New York City Mayor Eric Adams and indictments for people in his orbit.
Prosecutors made the disclosure as the first-term Democrat appeared in court for the first time since his arraignment last week on charges that he accepted about $100,000 worth of free or deeply discounted international flights, hotel stays, meals and entertainment, and sought illegal campaign contributions from foreign interests.
The allegations span nearly a decade, dating to when Adams was Brooklyn's borough president. U.S. District Judge Dale Ho didn't immediately set a trial date. Adams' lawyer, Alex Spiro, asked that it be held in March, before an important mayoral election deadline.
Prosecutors say Adams' travel perks were arranged by a senior Turkish diplomatic official in New York and Turkish businesspeople who wanted to gain influence with Adams. The indictment alleges Adams, a Democrat, also conspired to receive money for his political campaigns through straw donors from foreign sources who weren't allowed to give money to U.S. political candidates. He has pleaded not guilty.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Prosecutors say they may bring additional charges against New York City mayor and indict others
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports the Feds say they may bring additional charges against New York City Mayor Eric Adams and indict others in the corruption case against him.

    


    


Assistant U.S. Attorney Hagan Scotten told Ho that it is "quite likely" prosecutors will seek a superseding indictment and that it is "likely" additional defendants will be charged and "possible" that more charges will be brought against Adams.




"There are several related investigations here," Scotten told the judge.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Scotten said the evidence includes Turkish Airlines records that show Adams either didn't pay for flights or paid a few hundreds dollars for an economy class ticket "to create the illusion that he was paying his way" when he was really receiving free upgrades worth several thousand dollars.
Other evidence includes bank, credit card and phone records, campaign finance filings, emails and text messages, Scotten said. Some of the material, including communications between alleged co-conspirators arranging travel and campaign donations, is written in Turkish, he said.

    


Spiro said he would work with prosecutors to ensure they can access a locked cellphone that Adams turned over to investigators. The phone required a password that Adams claimed to have forgotten, prosecutors said.
Adams has resisted calls to resign, vowing to balance his duties as mayor and his obligations as a criminal defendant. Before his hearing at a Manhattan courthouse a few blocks from City Hall, Adams met with senior administration officials. After the hearing, he attended a briefing at police headquarters on increased security for the Jewish High Holidays.
"Busy. Busy. Busy city. Running the city. Making sure we continue to move forward," Adams said as he stepped out of a black SUV and walked into the courthouse.
Gov. Kathy Hochul, a Democrat who has the power to remove Adams from office, said Wednesday the resignation this week of the mayor's senior adviser, Tim Pearson, was "a good first step" and that she will be "watching to see what else unfolds over the next few days." Pearson's exit came after federal agents seized cellphones, documents and cash from his home.

    


"I'm just letting him know that we're monitoring the situation," Hochul said at an unrelated news conference in midtown Manhattan. "We expect changes, that's not a secret, and changes are beginning."
Inside the courtroom, Adams mostly sat quietly at the defense table with his hands in his lap as the judge set a schedule to deal with complaints that his lawyers have been airing in court filings and media appearances about the charges and investigation. At one point, as his lawyer spoke from a nearby lectern, Adams leaned forward in his seat and scribbled notes on a legal pad. 
Adams' lawyers have filed motions seeking to dismiss the bribery charge against him and seeking an inquiry into whether prosecutors improperly leaked information to reporters about the investigation.
The U.S. attorney's office will have until Oct. 18 to respond in writing. The defense will then have until Oct. 25 to file additional paperwork, with arguments scheduled for Nov. 1.

    


Adams' indictment alleges that he reciprocated gifts he received from the Turkish official and businesspeople in 2021 by helping Turkey open a new diplomatic facility in the city despite concerns that had been raised by the Fire Department about whether the building could pass all of its required fire safety inspections. 
Adams has denied knowingly accepting any illegal campaign contributions. He also said there was nothing improper about the trips he took abroad or the perks he received, and that any help he gave to Turkish officials regarding the diplomatic building was just routine "constituent services." He has said helping people navigate the city's bureaucracy was part of his job.

    


A spokesperson for Turkey's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Oncu Keceli, said in a statement that the country's missions in the U.S. and elsewhere operate according to international diplomatic rules and that "Our meddling in another country's internal affairs is out of the question."
In seeking to dismiss the bribery charge, Adams' lawyer, Alex Spiro, argued that the mayor's flights, upgrades, meals and hotel rooms do not count as bribes under federal law.
The defense's motion regarding potential leaks didn't cite any evidence that prosecutors broke grand jury rules, but it cited a string of news reports by The New York Times about instances in which the investigation burst into public view, such as when FBI agents searched the home of one of Adams' chief fundraisers and when they stopped the mayor as he left a public event last November and seized his electronic devices.
Adams is likely to face several challengers in next June's Democratic primary. Spiro said he wants to finish the trial before a March deadline for candidates to be certified for that ballot. 
"I'm not going to be asking for further delay," Spiro said. Prosecutors did not object, and Ho said he would take Spiro's request "under advisement" and make a decision at a later date.

"The public and Mayor Adams have an interest in a speedy trial here, and I agree that interest is heightened" in light of the election calendar, the judge said.
___
Associated Press reporter Anthony Izaguirre in Albany contributed to this report.
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            A Madison County sheriff's vehicle passes damaged buildings along Bridge Street in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Hot Springs, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)
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            Crews work to clean up the tons of sand and debris pushed onto Gulf Boulevard from Hurricane Helene storm surge, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Madeira Beach, Fla. (Luis Santana/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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                                        Falling trees and raging floods from Hurricane Helene killed more than 150 people when it struck Florida late last week and then plowed through the Southeast as one of the deadliest storms in U.S. history. 
People died in six states: Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia. 
Among them were first responders who perished in wind-ravaged and rain-soaked communities, often while trying to help others. Not all were human: An eastern Tennessee police department lost a K-9 named Scotty to the rapidly rising floodwaters. 
Here are some of the stories of the victims:
Two South Carolina firefighters killed by fallen tree
A veteran South Carolina fire chief and a young firefighter who was just starting his career died when their engine was struck by a falling tree, officials said. 
A convoy on Tuesday led the bodies of Chad Satcher, 53, a 35-year-veteran, and Landon Bodie, 18, from a hospital to a funeral home in Saluda, a town of around 3,100 located about 80 miles (130 kilometers) southeast of Greenville.

    


"We lost two dedicated members who loved their communities and neighbors enough to make the ultimate sacrifice," Saluda County Fire Services in a Facebook post.




Satcher and Bodie were responding to a building fire when the tree fell hit their truck.
North Carolina deputy who ran jail caught in floodwaters
Sheriff's Capt. Michelle Quintero, who ran Madison County jail, died while driving to work Sunday when a dam broke and she was caught in the floodwaters.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Quintero, 48, knew when she took the oath of office that she might one day "have to give it all," said Sheriff's Deputy Chief Coy Phillips, her brother.
"From the juveniles we house to the most hardcore inmate we had, everybody loved her. She was one of those people who treated everybody right. She treated everybody fair," Phillips said. "It didn't matter who or what you were, she took care of everybody."
Phillips said he was left heartbroken: "She was my everything." 

    


North Carolina deputy swept away while on lunch break
A North Carolina deputy's truck was carried off by an overflowing river while he was on lunch break from his job as a courthouse security officer, according the Macon County Sheriff's Office.
The office received a call shortly before noon Friday about a truck sinking in the river with someone trapped inside, officials said.
Around the same time, officials realized that Deputy Jim Lau had not returned from lunch, and his truck matched description of the one in the river. 
Rescue workers began searching that afternoon on foot and with drones, and several swift-water teams were called in. The search was suspended at sunset, but Lau's body was found shortly after it resumed Saturday morning. 
"Jim was very liked and respected within our department," the sheriff's office said in a statement. "He was known to be a hard worker, dependable, and he jumped in wherever help was needed."
The county is located about 140 miles east of Chattanooga, Tennessee.
Assistant fire chief in southern Georgia killed by tree that fell on truck
Vernon "Leon" Davis, a veteran firefighter of 30 years, died in Blackshear when a tree fell on his vehicle, officials said. He was 69.
"Chief Davis is a hero who devoted his life to serving his fellow Georgians," state Attorney General Chris Carr said on social media.

    


Davis worked for years at the Ware State Prison before retiring as chief in charge of the facility's inmate firefighting team. He then was hired as assistant chief for the department in Blackshear, about 80 miles (130 kilometers) northwest of Jacksonville, Florida.
"Leon loved helping his community any way he could and never let a chance to help someone slip past him," the funeral home where he was taken said on its website.
Great-grandfather and great-grandson die in a home in Georgia
Besides first responders, Helene also took the lives of members of the same family, as in the case of Stephen Donehoo, 72, and and Izaac Donehoo, his 10-year-old great-grandson. They were pronounced dead after a tree fell on a home in Augusta, according to Richmond County Coroner Mark Bowen.
"Our family lost two wonderful souls to the storm," Michelle Donehoo, Stephen's daughter and Izaac's grandmother, posted on Facebook. She posted a link to a GoFundMe to help with funeral expenses. 
Sam Carlton said via Facebook that she lost her "little nephew" and "Pops." She said Izaac would have been 11 in November and he grew up with her son.

    


"Aaron grew up with his cousin Izaac ... and those of you who knew Steve knew how amazing his soul was," Carlton said.
___

This story corrects a previous version that misidentified where Capt. Michelle Quintero worked. She was employed at the Madison County, North Carolina, sheriff's office, not the Madison County, Florida, sheriff's office.
___
Claudia Lauer in Philadelphia; Mike Schneider in Orlando, Florida; and Stephanie Matat in West Palm Beach, Florida, contributed to this report.
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                    FILE - A woman marks her ballot at a polling center in the South Valley area of Albuquerque, N.M., Nov. 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton, File)
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                                        ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) -- Some New Mexico residents with felony convictions have been wrongly denied ballot access despite state lawmakers restoring their voting rights last year, a lawsuit alleges.
A law that took effect in July 2023 restored voting rights to about 11,000 people in New Mexico who previously served prison time for felony convictions. It allows people to vote after they are released from custody, including those who are on probation or who have been granted parole. 
But a lawsuit filed last week in Santa Fe by Millions For Prisoners, a group that advocates for people who are incarcerated or used to be, claims that some applicants seeking to have their voting rights restored have received rejection letters from county clerks relying on inaccurate or outdated information from the secretary of state's office and the New Mexico Corrections Department, the Albuquerque Journal reported. It names as defendants Secretary of State Maggie Toulouse Oliver and the corrections department.

    


Alex Curtas, a spokesperson for Toulouse Oliver, said in a statement to the newspaper that the secretary of state's office is committed to ensuring ballot access to every eligible voter, and that as of last month, hundreds of people had successfully registered to vote since leaving prison.




A corrections department spokesperson declined to comment on the pending litigation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The lawsuit also accuses Toulouse Oliver and at least one county clerk of creating an additional barrier to voting access by requiring in-person registration for those who were denied.
"Certainly, if a person is no longer incarcerated and appears in-person at a County Clerk's Office, polling location, certain state agencies, or the motor vehicle division, that person is now legally presumed to meet the requirement of not being incarcerated and can register to vote," Curtas said in a statement to the newspaper.


    


The lawsuit is seeking a court order that would bar election officials from enforcing the in-person registration requirement for voters with felony convictions. It also wants Toulouse Oliver to instruct all county clerks in the state to process the voter registration forms that have been rejected since July 1, 2023, when the law took effect.
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- Russian President Vladimir Putin has signed into law measures that allow defendants in criminal cases to avoid prosecution if they join the military.
The measures, whose enacted versions appeared on a government website Wednesday, come as Russia's need for military manpower remains high in the more than 2 1/2-year-old conflict in Ukraine. 
The measures amend a section of the Russian criminal code that stated convicts could be released if they enlisted in the military, and that suspects whose cases are under investigation but not yet in court can be eligible to have their cases suspended. The new measures extend the suspension offer to those whose cases are in the trial stage.
The legislation also allows for sentences or proceedings to be entirely cancelled if the enlistee is discharged for age or health reasons or with the end of martial law. Russia imposed martial law in October 2022, about six months after it sent troops into Ukraine. 

The intense and drawn-out fighting has strained Russian resources. Putin in September called for the military to increase its troops strength by 180,000 and the government's draft budget this week earmarked a record 32.5% of its spending for the military. 
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            FILE - A building that formed part of the Carlisle Indian Industrial School campus is seen at U.S. Army's Carlisle Barracks, June 10, 2022, in Carlisle, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)
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            FILE - A member of the media photographs headstones at the cemetery of the U.S. Army's Carlisle Barracks, June 10, 2022, in Carlisle, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)
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                                        CARLISLE, Pa. (AP) -- The remains of nine more Native American children who died at a notorious government-run boarding school in Pennsylvania over a century ago were disinterred from a small Army cemetery and returned to families, authorities said Wednesday.
The remains were buried on the grounds of the Carlisle Barracks, home of the U.S. Army War College. The children attended the former Carlisle Indian Industrial School, where thousands of Indigenous children were taken from their families and forced to assimilate to white society as a matter of U.S. policy.
The Office of Army Cemeteries said it concluded the remains of nine children found in the graves were "biologically consistent" with information contained in their student and burial records. The remains were transferred to the children's families. Most have already been reburied on Native lands, Army officials said Wednesday.

    


Workers also disinterred a grave thought to have belonged to a Wichita tribe child named Alfred Charko, but the remains weren't consistent with those of a 15-year-old boy, the Army said. The remains were reburied in the same grave, and the grave was marked unknown. Army officials said they would try to locate Alfred's gravesite.




"The Army team extends our deepest condolences to the Wichita and Affiliated Tribe," Karen Durham-Aguilera, executive director of the Office of Army Cemeteries, said in a statement. "The Army is committed to seeking all resources that could lead us to more information on where Alfred may be located and to help us identify and return the unknown children in the Carlisle Barracks Post Cemetery."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The nine children whose remains were returned were identified Wednesday as Fanny Chargingshield, James Cornman and Samuel Flying Horse, from the Oglala Sioux Tribe; Almeda Heavy Hair, Bishop L. Shield and John Bull, from the Gros Ventre Tribe of the Fort Belknap Indian Community; Kati Rosskidwits, from the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes; Albert Mekko, from the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma; and William Norkok, from the Eastern Shoshone Tribe.

    


The Army declined to release details on one grave disinterment, saying the tribe asked for privacy.
More than 10,000 children from more than 140 tribes passed through the school between 1879 and 1918, including Olympian Jim Thorpe. Founded by an Army officer, the school cut their braids, dressed them in military-style uniforms, punished them for speaking their native languages and gave them European names.

The children -- often taken against the will of their parents -- endured harsh conditions that sometimes led to death from tuberculosis and other diseases. The remains of some of those who died were returned to their tribes. The rest are buried in Carlisle.
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            This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Joaquin Phoenix, left, and Lady Gaga in a scene from "Joker: Folie a Deux." (Niko Tavernise/Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)
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            This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Joaquin Phoenix, foreground center, and Brendan Gleeson, background center, in a scene from "Joker: Folie a Deux." (Niko Tavernise/Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)
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                                        Let's put on a happy face, at least to start, for "Joker: Folie a Deux."
If there's one undeniably compelling thing about both Todd Phillips' divisive 2019 original and his new follow-up, it's that these movies are best when they dance. The first movie might have been a muddled attempt to retrofit a "Taxi Driver"-styled '70s realism into a Joker origin story, but, man, when Joaquin Phoenix is on his toes, it's hard to look away.
Just the image of a gaunt Phoenix decked out in the red suit, with his green-streaked hair slicked back, was enough to give "Joker" a kick. The role gave Phoenix, a full-bodied actor, a day-glo canvas on which to unleash torrents of movement, cycling between wounded restraint and flamboyant release, in a comic-book genre that usually leaves performers paralyzed by spandex.
He's nearly as captivating in "Joker: Folie a Deux," a musical that closely follows the events of the first film as an imprisoned Arthur Fleck (Phoenix) goes on trial for the murders that occurred at the culmination of "Joker." Even the way Phoenix theatrically smokes as Arthur -- which he does quite a lot in "Folie a Deux" -- shows you how much he's luxuriating in the limber physicality of the character. 

    


But any sense of forward momentum has gone out the window in "Joker: Folie a Deux," which opens in theaters Thursday. Phillips has followed his very anti-hero take on the Joker with an a very anti-sequel. It combines prison drama, courthouse thriller and musical, and yet turns out remarkably inert given how combustible the original was. If "Joker" -- which some claimed sympathized the kind of lone gunmen that populate our real world -- stirred debate, "Folie a Deux" is a self-conscious rejoinder to all that discussion, spending much of its time interrogating Arthur's actions from the last movie.




That makes it a theoretically interesting film but a curiously dull one, particularly given that it stars two such incredibly watchable performers in Phoenix and Lady Gaga, who plays a fellow inmate, Lee Quinzel, infatuated with the Joker. Phillips deserves credit for subverting expectations. Most directors would turn Arthur loose for a sequel chock-full of violence and mayhem, not Burt Bacharach song-and-dance sequences. But laudable as the intentions of "Folie a Deux" may be, it feels thoughtfully but tiresomely stuck in the past.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"You gotta joke for us today?" asks an Arkham State Hospital guard (Brendan Gleeson, back inside a jail post-"Paddington 2") as they pull Arthur from his cell. He is seemingly even thinner now, his shoulder blades sticking out. A wan look shows he's jokeless, too, having clearly reverted back to the depression that Arthur earlier stewed in.

    


That interaction, and others that follow, carries on some of the themes of "Joker," which imagined Arthur and the mania that springs from him as the warped product of a cruel urban world and failed social safety net. Arthur is now heading for either the death penalty or life in prison, it's just a matter of whether his attorney (Catherine Keener) can convince a jury that he suffers from split personality syndrome.

    


We are again asked to consider and weigh how Arthur is treated by those around him, including the guards who at turns mock him, ask him for his autograph or show him a little compassion. Gotham City district attorney, Harvey Dent (Harry Lawtey), believes he should die for killing five, including the late-night talk-show host Murray Franklin live on air. Does Arthur deserve our sympathy? "Folie a Deux" is a little like the "Seinfeld" finale: a moral, courtroom rehashing.
The throngs outside the courthouse clamor not for Arthur but the Joker, who they regard as an anarchist martyr. They crave entertainment, and Arthur, or the Joker, is tempted to give it to them. One psychology expert claims Arthur's mental illness is "just a show." In many ways -- including a mock Looney Tunes cartoon that opens the movie -- "Folie a Deux" continues the first movie's interest in considering, and satirizing, what it is we crave in entertainment. Do we want the "real" story of Arthur or the fantasy of the Joker?

    


I'm not sure "Folie a Deux" always successfully pegs audience desire, though. What I most wanted in "Folie a Deux" was for it to stop playing with the concepts of its characters and instead let them breathe a little more on their own. It's not surprising that the movie works best when Arthur and Lee lock into one other. This is Arthur's first blush with the love he's lacked ("She gets me," he says), but their connection may also have more to do with fantasy. Their time together is actually somewhat limited but, in Arthur's imagination, their emotions soar in songs, mostly old standards ("Get Happy," "For Once in My Life," "That's Life"), they sing tenderly to one another.
These musical interludes break free of an otherwise fairly bleak and belabored narrative, as a legal and penal system that doesn't know how to handle Arthur's pain -- or that he's a reflection of their failure -- help twist him back into the Joker. Once the Joker does fully emerge, Phoenix's Fleck is visibly aghast at what he's wrought.

    


All of this wrestling with "The Joker" makes "Folie a Deux" an impressively un-superhero-movie-like, and a deliberate denial of audience expectation. But it's also spinning its wheels. It's not surprising that "Folie a Deux" originated in concept as a stage show. It's stuck in place, with only Phoenix's dazzling contortions to marvel at.

"Joker: Folie a Deux," a Warner Bros. release, is rated R by the Motion Picture Association for some strong violence, language throughout, some sexuality, and brief full nudity. Running time: 139 minutes. Two stars out of four.
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                    FILE - The site of the Nova music festival where revelers were killed and kidnapped on Oct. 7, 2023, during a cross-border attack by Hamas militants near Kibbitz Reim, southern Israel, Oct. 12. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Horror came with sunrise following an all-night rave near the Gaza border on Oct. 7, 2023, the Hamas attack presaged by rockets that some young people mistakenly thought were fireworks.
A new documentary shows the attack unfold over the next hours in stomach-churning detail: Gunmen mowing down passengers in cars that try to escape. Hiding in a garbage dumpster, or a refrigerator, to avoid detection. Live grenades tossed into a bunker, then thrown out seconds before exploding. Terrified hostages carried away to an uncertain fate.
Veteran news producer Susan Zirinsky calls "We Will Dance Again" the most significant project she's ever worked on, notable praise considering her "9/11" film is arguably the best video document of that day.
How much it is seen, however, may depend as much on context as content.
The film is now streaming on the Paramount+ service and debuted last weekend on Showtime, in advance of the attack's one-year anniversary. Distributors acknowledge, however, that it has been a hard sell in markets across the world: many potential outlets and film festivals did not want to wade into a hot-button political issue with war in the Mideast grinding on.

    


Different openings were made for different markets
A message at the film's beginning acknowledges that the human cost of the Oct. 7 massacre and the war that followed in Gaza "has been catastrophic for both Israelis and Palestinians" and lists the death toll on both sides. "This film cannot tell everyone's story," it says.




The message does not appear, however, when "We Will Dance Again" is screened in Israel.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We are documenting a moment in history," Zirinsky said. "This is not a political film. This happened."
The former CBS News president is now chief of See It Now Studios and, with colleague Terence Wrong, has made a specialty of filmed recountings of major events, like the "11 Minutes" series about the 2017 mass shooting at a country music concert in Las Vegas. With cameras in everyone's pocket, there's a rich trove of raw material to bring these stories to life.

    


She was keenly interested when she learned of Israeli director Yariv Mozer, a former Israeli soldier who grabbed a camera and was one of the first non-officials given access to the scene. The haunting pictures of the hellscape he found illuminate the film's opening moments. What Mozer had already completed didn't need a lot of work, she said.
Mozer weaves an intimate story of that morning through interviews with survivors and cellphone video many had saved. One of his executive producers also acquired material taken by Hamas fighters later killed. "She didn't tell me how and I didn't ask," he said.
That access enabled the scene of the grenades tossed back and forth, almost a cartoonish sequence if the explosions didn't illustrate the life-and-death consequences.
The killings that day weren't confined to the concert site. But Mozer quickly determined he wanted to concentrate his film on the people who were there.
"They were beautiful, young, young in spirit," he said. "Naive in a way."

    


It's not an easy film to watch
The film is graphic and obviously not easy to watch. Zirinsky and Wrong had arguments over how much could be shown; there are a handful of spots where the picture is blurred out, in some cases to avoid showing expressions on the faces of victims. Critic Jacqueline Cutler wrote in The Daily Beast: "There is no sugarcoating this. 'We Will Dance Again' is the most harrowing documentary I have ever seen."
Although the film is being offered on a streaming service and premium cable network in the U.S., getting exposure in the rest of the world has not been easy. Distributors made a deal to show it on the BBC, on the condition that it not describe Hamas as a terrorist organization.
Several film festivals rejected "We Will Dance Again," in part because they worried about political fallout, and the rushed effort to make it publicly available for the first anniversary meant some deadlines were missed, said Michael Schmidt, president of the Sipur, an Israel-based studio that has worked on the project.

    


Its only film festival appearance was in New Zealand, said Schmidt, who would not name the festivals that had rejected it.
One European buyer expressed interest but said it needed to be approved by its board. That was the last he heard from them. Some interested in showing the film wanted changes to reflect a Palestinian point of view, or required that it be aired together with a Palestinian documentary, he said.
Streaming services, which unlike many cable television networks have a direct-to-consumer subscriber relationship, were particularly reluctant to get involved, Schmidt said. Again, he would not specify who rejected the film.
The goal wasn't to create a political controversy, but to document a moment in history. "We are in this for the long game," he said.
They're trying to avoid its use as propaganda
See It Now is open to projects that approach the war in Gaza from a Palestinian point of view, and has already taken some pitches. "Our only qualification is that it's excellent," Wrong said.

    


The company has resisted outreach from Israeli groups, including one effort by the Israeli foreign ministry to show the film at the United Nations, Zirinsky said. The idea is to avoid any appearance that the work could be used as a propaganda film.
Despite the complications involved, she said, "I am very happy that we stood up to do this."
Toward the end of the film, one of the survivors says friends lost that day that "I'm hoping that wherever they are, they're partying like crazy. And one day, we will, too."

Such a day seemed in the distant future for Eitan Halley, one of the survivors interviewed who attended a recent screening of the film in New York. He said he's determined that the truth of what happened that day get out, particularly when conspiracy theories suggest it didn't happen. He admitted to his emotional struggles, including survivor's guilt. Zirinsky suggested keeping the memories alive serve an important purpose.
"It could be your mission," she said.
"It could be," Halley said quietly. "It could be."
___
David Bauder writes about media for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder.
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