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Israel Says at Least 8 Soldiers Are Killed in Clashes With Hezbollah

The cross-border fighting appeared to be the first direct ground confrontation between the two sides since Israel invaded Lebanon this week.

An Israeli tank in a staging area near the Israeli-Lebanon border on Tuesday. Avishag Shaar-Yashuv for The New York Times



By Euan Ward, Liam Stack, Farnaz Fassihi, Matthew Mpoke Bigg and Michael Levenson
Euan Ward reported from Beirut, Lebanon, and Liam Stack from Tel Aviv.


Oct 03, 2024 at 12:00 AM

Israeli troops and Hezbollah militants said on Wednesday that they were fighting at close range in southern Lebanon, in what appeared to be the first direct ground confrontation between the two sides since the Israeli invasion began.

The clashes came as Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel weighed a military response to Iran's launch on Tuesday of nearly 200 missiles at Israel, an attack that further set the region on edge.

Israel's military said on Wednesday that eight of its soldiers had been killed in combat in southern Lebanon. Five were members of the elite Egoz Unit, which the military said had been engaged in "close-range engagements" with Hezbollah militants.

The fighting showed that Hezbollah remained capable of carrying out deadly attacks despite a devastating Israeli bombing campaign targeting its military infrastructure and many of its top commanders, including strikes that killed its longtime leader, Hassan Nasrallah.

On Wednesday, Israel threatened to respond forcefully to Iran, Hezbollah's patron, after it launched the missile barrage. One man was killed in the Israeli-occupied West Bank.

A rally in Tehran with Iranians carrying portraits of Hezbollah's slain leader, Hassan Nasrallah. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


"We are in the middle of a tough war against Iran's axis of evil, which seeks to destroy us," Mr. Netanyahu said in a short video, referring to Iranian-backed regional militias, including Hezbollah in Lebanon, Hamas in Gaza and the Houthis in Yemen. "This will not happen."

President Biden, signaling a renewed effort by his administration to seek restraint from Israel in the hopes of avoiding an all-out war in the region, said on Wednesday that he would not support an Israeli strike on Iran's nuclear sites.

The idea had been raised by former Prime Minister Naftali Bennett of Israel, and analysts had said the nuclear facilities were among the targets Israel was considering.

Mr. Biden told reporters that leaders of the Group of 7 nations had agreed in a call on Wednesday to impose new sanctions on Iran for the missile strike. And he said that all the leaders on the call -- from Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy and Japan -- had agreed that Israel has the right to respond to Iran's attack.

"All seven of us agree that they have a right to respond, but they should respond in proportion," Mr. Biden said as he boarded Air Force One on his way to tour storm-damaged areas in South Carolina and North Carolina.

Israel kept up its bombing campaign in Lebanon on Wednesday, with several huge explosions erupting in Beirut, the Lebanese capital, around midnight, shortly after the Israeli military announced that it was conducting "a precise strike" there.

One local news outlet posted a video of explosions lighting up the sky. The blasts were loud enough to be heard 15 miles away in the mountains above the city. State media reported that a health authority building in the Bachoura neighborhood had been hit by an Israeli strike. The Lebanese health ministry said early Thursday that six people had been killed and seven others injured.

After midnight, the Israeli military had posted evacuation warnings in Arabic on social media, telling residents in four neighborhoods in Beirut's southern suburbs to clear the areas ahead of military operations "in the near future" targeting "Hezbollah facilities and interests."

Hezbollah said earlier that its forces had clashed with Israeli soldiers in at least one town, Maroun al-Ras, about a mile from the evacuated Israeli town of Avivim, which Hezbollah said it had targeted with rockets. In another Lebanese town near the Israeli border, Yaroun, Hezbollah said it had detonated an explosive device on Wednesday, injuring Israeli soldiers. The Israeli military did not immediately comment on the report.

The ground fighting in Lebanon occurred as the Israeli military said it had struck a former school building in the Gaza Strip, part of what the military called a multi-front war against Iranian-backed forces throughout the Middle East. The military said the building was being used by Hamas militants.

Israel also struck a residential building in the Syrian capital, Damascus, on Wednesday, killing at least three people, according to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights and Syrian state news media. The Israeli military did not immediately comment.

The site of what was believed to be an Israeli airstrike on Wednesday in Damascus, Syria. Omar Sanadiki/Associated Press


Hamas's armed wing, the Qassam Brigades, also took responsibility for a shooting attack in Tel Aviv on Tuesday evening that killed seven people. In a statement, the brigades said two gunmen had stabbed a soldier and taken his gun in order to carry out the attack. Israel classified the assault as an act of terrorism.

As Iranians anticipated a retaliatory strike by Israel, long lines formed outside gas stations, stretching miles in many cities including the capital, Tehran, videos showed.

Iran's foreign minister, Abbas Araghchi, warned that any "third party supporting Israel" would face a "strong response," state media reported.

Israeli officials promised on Wednesday that Iran's attack would not go unpunished, suggesting that Israel was prepared to take more aggressive military action than it did after Iran fired a missile barrage at the country in April. After that attack, Israel fired at an air base in Isfahan, a city surrounded by some of Iran's nuclear facilities, but avoided hitting the facilities directly.

"We will respond, we know how to locate important targets; we know how to strike with precision and power," the Israeli military's chief of staff, Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi, said in a statement on Wednesday.

A satellite image taken in April of the Isfahan nuclear facilities in Iran. Planet Labs PBC, via Associated Press


Matthew Miller, the U.S. State Department spokesman, said the United States would continue discussing with Israel what form its response to Iran's missile strikes would take. "But ultimately," he said, "it's up to them -- as it is for any sovereign country -- to make their own decisions."

Mr. Miller also said that the State Department chartered a flight from Beirut to Istanbul on Wednesday for Americans wanting to leave the country. 

The Israeli military announced before 2 a.m. Tuesday that its ground troops had crossed the border into Lebanon "a few hours ago," after it had been exchanging strikes with Hezbollah for nearly a year. The militant group began attacking Israel in solidarity with its ally Hamas a day after the Oct. 7 assault.

At least 1,600 people have been killed by Israeli airstrikes in Lebanon, according to Lebanese health officials (the figures do not distinguish between civilians and combatants). And more than one million people in the country have been forced from their homes, according to the United Nations.

The aftermath on Wednesday of Israeli airstrikes in the southern suburbs of Beirut. David Guttenfelder for The New York Times


Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps said the missile attack on Israel had been in retaliation for the assassinations of Mr. Nasrallah; Hamas's political leader, Ismail Haniyeh; and an Iranian commander. Iran's top military officer, Gen. Mohammad Bagheri, said the missiles had been aimed at three Israeli military bases and the headquarters of Mossad, Israel's intelligence service.

Israel's air defenses shot down most of the missiles with support from the United States, Britain and France.

Video verified by The New York Times showed dozens of missiles exploding in different parts of Israel, including about a quarter-mile from Mossad's headquarters. Israel's military said that an Air Force base had sustained "a few hits" but that essential infrastructure was spared. Photos showed damage elsewhere, including to a school in southern Israel and buildings in Tel Aviv.

Iran's ambassador to the United Nations, Amir Saeid Iravani, said at a U.N. Security Council meeting that the missile strikes had been "a necessary and proportionate response to Israel's continued terrorist aggressive acts over the past two months."

"Experience has proved that Israel only understands the language of force," he said. "Diplomacy has repeatedly failed, as Israel views restraint not as a gesture of good will but as a weakness to exploit."

But Israel's ambassador to the United Nations, Danny Danon, told the Council that the missile barrage had been "an assault on our very existence." 

Israel also barred the U.N. secretary general, Antonio Guterres, from entering the country, Foreign Minister Israel Katz said on Wednesday, accusing him of failing to forcefully condemn Iran's latest missile attack.

Hours after the Israeli statement, Mr. Guterres told the Security Council that he had condemned Iran's attack.

"As I did in relation to the Iranian attack in April -- and as should have been obvious yesterday in the context of the condemnation I expressed -- I again strongly condemn yesterday's massive missile attack by Iran on Israel," he said.

Reporting was contributed by Michael D. Shear, Michael Crowley, Anushka Patil and Ephrat Livni.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/02/world/middleeast/israel-hezbollah-lebanon.html
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News analysis


A Wider War in the Middle East, From Hamas to Hezbollah and Now Iran

The main questions now are how much the conflict will escalate and whether the United States will get more directly involved in the defense of Israel.

Israel's Iron Dome missile defense system intercepted rockets after Iran fired a salvo of ballistic missiles on Tuesday. Amir Cohen/Reuters



By David E. Sanger



Oct 02, 2024 at 05:46 AM

Follow our latest updates on the Middle East crisis here.

The long-feared "wider war" in the Middle East is here.

For the last 360 days, since the images of the slaughter of about 1,200 people in Israel last Oct. 7 flashed around the world, President Biden has warned at every turn against allowing a terrorist attack by Hamas to spread into a conflict with Iran's other proxy force, Hezbollah, and ultimately with Iran itself.

Now, after Israel assassinated the Hezbollah chief, Hassan Nasrallah, and began a ground invasion of Lebanon, and after Iran retaliated on Tuesday by launching nearly 200 missiles at Israel, it has turned into one of the region's most dangerous moments since the Arab-Israeli War of 1967.

The main questions now are how much the conflict might intensify, and whether the United States' own forces will get more directly involved.

The past few days may prove to have been a turning point. Since Israel killed Mr. Nasrallah on Friday, the Biden administration has been shifting from cautioning against a wider war to trying to manage it. Officials have defended Israel's right to strike back at Iran, but Mr. Biden said on Wednesday that he would not support direct attacks on its nuclear facilities that could tip the conflict out of control, warning that Israel must respond "proportionally."

This is the spiral that Mr. Biden has cautioned against repeatedly, but has not been able to stop, even with 40,000 American forces in the region.

"From Israel's perspective, we have been in a regional war since Oct. 7, and that war is now an all-out war," said Michael Oren, a former Israeli ambassador to the United States, a historian and one of the country's more hawkish diplomats. "We are in a war for our national survival, period." Winning over the next few weeks, he said, is a "duty" for a nation "created in the aftermath of the Holocaust."

The unknown is how Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel will interpret that existential mission as he weighs how, not whether, to strike back at Iran.

Mr. Biden's warnings started early, on his visit to Israel less than two weeks after Oct. 7, to show solidarity after one of the most gruesome terrorist attacks of modern times.

That was before Israel obliterated Gaza from above and sent its military in on the ground, against Mr. Biden's advice in a series of heated conversations with Mr. Netanyahu. It was before Israel booby-trapped pagers and walkie-talkies used by Hezbollah that exploded across Lebanon, and before Mr. Netanyahu approved the plan to kill Mr. Nasrallah and systematically decapitate much of the Hezbollah leadership.

It was before the administration hinted last week that Israel had agreed to join a 21-day cease-fire, only to be defied, again, by Mr. Netanyahu, who then turned around and authorized the strikes into Lebanon.

To Mr. Biden's critics on the right, this is all the result of American hesitance, his unwillingness to back Israel unconditionally and his understandable tendency to nuance every promise of aid with a warning not to make the mistakes the United States made after the Sept. 11 attacks.

To his critics on the left, what has happened in the past 10 days is another example of Mr. Biden's failure to make use of American leverage over Israel, including the threat of withholding American weapons after more than 41,000 people have died in Gaza. While several thousand of those killed were almost certainly Hamas leaders or fighters, a vast majority were civilians.

To many Israelis, this escalation was inevitable, another chapter in a struggle for survival that began with the nation's creation in 1948.

Mr. Netanyahu clearly has America's blessing to retaliate against Iran. At the White House on Tuesday, Jake Sullivan, Mr. Biden's national security adviser, said the Iranian attack had been "defeated and ineffective," largely because of the coordinated efforts of American and Israeli forces, who had spent months planning how to intercept the incoming missiles. "We have made clear that there will be consequences -- severe consequences -- for this attack, and we will work with Israel to make that the case," Mr. Sullivan told reporters.

Mr. Sullivan said the White House was consulting extensively with Israel, including with the prime minister's office, to formulate the appropriate response. He emphasized the degree of communication, leaving unsaid the obvious: Mr. Biden and Mr. Netanyahu barely talked as Israel took the fight to Lebanon, planned the Nasrallah operation and the ground invasion.

But once Iran, a lethal threat to Israel with military powers that Hamas and Hezbollah can only aspire to, directly entered the fray, America's tone and strategy changed -- and so have Israel's.

The behind-the-scenes negotiations now boil down to Mr. Netanyahu's intent. Will he send another message to Iran about what Israel could do in the future, as he did in April when he aimed at military facilities in the holy city of Isfahan? Will he take out oil production facilities and ports?

Or will he aim directly for the facilities he has threatened to strike for years, starting with the underground Natanz facility where Iran is enriching uranium to near-bomb grade?

American officials believe they can persuade Mr. Netanyahu to make his point without setting off a full-blown war. But they concede that the Israeli prime minister may see the next five weeks until the American presidential election as a ripe moment to try to set that program back by years. After all, former President Donald J. Trump would not complain about a major attack on Iran's military infrastructure, and Democrats cannot afford to be accused of restraining Israel after Tuesday's missile attack.

"Israel will do its best to be disproportionate," Gen. Wesley K. Clark, a former supreme allied commander of NATO, said on CNN on Tuesday. White House officials take the opposite view: Mr. Netanyahu, they say, cannot afford to be anything but proportionate.

This new era runs many risks. There is the risk that Iran, frustrated by the failure of its missile force to break through Israeli and American weapons, will convince itself that it is finally time to race for a nuclear weapon, viewing that risky move as the only way to hold off an adversary who has penetrated iPhones and pagers and computer systems. There is the risk that despite the election of a moderate-sounding new Iranian president, the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps will win the country's internal arguments and double down on its missile programs and agents of influence.

"A full-scale war, or even a more limited one, could be devastating for Lebanon, Israel, and the region," said Jonathan Panikoff, the director of the Scowcroft Middle East Security Initiative at the Atlantic Council. "But from it, unexpected opportunities will also come -- to undermine Iranian malign influence in the region, for example, by actively impeding its efforts to reconstitute Hezbollah. And a new administration should be prepared to take advantage of them."

That is what wars do. They create new power dynamics, vacuums to be filled.

But there remains the danger that wider wars, once begun, take years to put back in the box. And the presence of nuclear weapons, ballistic missiles and an instinct to escalate creates a particularly toxic brew.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/02/us/politics/israel-iran.html
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Stranded in North Carolina's Mountains, 'You Can't Tell That the World's Going On'

With no way for cars to get into Bat Cave, N.C., food and water have been dropped off by helicopters or carried over the river on foot or by a raft.

Anthony Norwood and Morgan Ladlee on their hike to reach Ms. Ladlee's parents.



By Nicholas Bogel-Burroughs
Photographs by Christian Monterrosa
Reporting from Bat Cave, N.C.


Oct 02, 2024 at 09:01 PM

Morgan Ladlee and her fiance loaded their backpacks with supplies and began a journey up the mountain that, a week ago, would have taken about five minutes by car.

Now, it felt more like an odyssey. Step by grueling step, they teetered along the edge of a cracked highway, entire stretches of which had fallen into the creek below. They leaped from rock to rock to avoid sinking into thick mud that had fallen from the mountainside. They helped each other up and down ledges and over fallen trees and power lines.

Finally, after climbing 500 feet in elevation, Ms. Ladlee, 22, reunited with her parents and younger brother for the first time since the remnants of Hurricane Helene inundated western North Carolina and killed more than 90 in the state. They embraced tearfully, as if they had been through a battle and survived.

In some ways, they had.

Mr. Norwood and Ms. Ladlee take a break from hiking.


After climbing 500 feet in elevation, Ms. Ladlee reunited with her parents for the first time since the remnants of Hurricane Helene inundated western North Carolina.


The storm sent torrents of water and mud shooting down from the region's many mountains and into isolated towns. Places like the tiny town of Bat Cave, N.C., where Ms. Ladlee and her fiance live, and nearby Gerton, where her parents live, had no way to prepare for the historic deluge, and many are now cut off from the outside world.

Just to get into Bat Cave on Tuesday, one had to either float across the Broad River in a raft or walk across a wobbly plank that had been placed over broken portions of a bridge. There is no way for cars to get in; food and water have been dropped off by helicopters or carried over the river on foot or by a raft.

Ms. Ladlee's fiance, Anthony Norwood, 26, grew up nearby and said it has been difficult, since the storm, to find out what is happening in other places. Turning on the radio the other night, he found it surreal to hear a sportscast. Spending all day navigating his devastated town makes it hard to imagine that things are normal elsewhere, he said.

"From here, you can't tell that the world's going on," he said.

As isolated as the couple is, it is even worse for Ms. Ladlee's parents, who are stranded up the mountain with myriad obstacles blocking their path down. They have been cooking food over a fire, showering in a nearby waterfall and plotting how to get out.

Ms. Ladlee and Mr. Norwood's journey up the mountain normally would have taken about five minutes by car.


Ms. Ladlee and Mr. Norwood on their hike. Ms. Ladlee's parents are stranded up the mountain with myriad obstacles blocking their path down. 


They were overjoyed about the supplies that Ms. Ladlee and Mr. Norwood brought with them on Tuesday, marveling over the load they had dumped from their backpacks into the bed of a truck in the driveway: 11 bottles of water, five cans of herring fillets, chips, crackers, toilet paper, oatmeal, a first-aid kit and more.

Ms. Ladlee's parents, Heidi and Levi Ladlee, recalled watching water pour down the mountain and through the creek near their home, tearing trees apart, sending mud everywhere and collapsing part of the road. In the days after, they had hoped a helicopter would be able to pick them up near their home, but now they are resigned to trying to trek down the mountain later this week.

"We're surviving off of what we have," said Heidi Ladlee, 46, who runs a candle and crafts store in the nearby town of Chimney Rock.

"Nobody expected this," she added. "That's why everyone's stuck."

Bat Cave -- named for a cave nearby that is home to endangered bats -- is an unincorporated community about 20 miles southeast of Asheville. Pictures and logos of bats adorn license plates, houses and a water truck at the firehouse. 

A makeshift helicopter landing pad.


Tammy Selvig pours boiled water into a container in the Bat Cave volunteer fire station.


The firehouse has become the central meeting point for those who remain in town, whether by choice or necessity. There is a kitchen where people can cook meals, cots where they can rest and stacks of food and water. An orange "H" spray-painted on a nearby bridge marks a makeshift helicopter landing pad.

Clayton Freeman, the lieutenant of the volunteer fire department in Bat Cave, has been at the firehouse for days, coordinating helicopter drop-offs and other operations. He said the most help was coming from individuals who were flying their own helicopters.

In normal times, the area is popular with tourists lured by the breathtaking mountain views, scenic hikes and a wealth of short-term rentals. There is a cider mill that sells freshly pressed juice and an antique shop next to a small post office. But a special bond exists among the small number of people who live in Bat Cave all year.

Among them are Chelsea Atkins and her husband, Andy Wells, who live across from the post office and took refuge there last Thursday until it, too, began filling with water.

Local residents use a raft to bring in supplies to Bat Cave.


A home near the Broad River is destroyed by floodwaters.


"It got knee-deep in under a minute," Ms. Atkins said. They ran to their cars with their belongings in trash bags and fled up the mountain with their kitten and dog. They did not have time to find their other cat, who had swum out the door.

They found safety on an empty cabin's screened-in porch and watched an avalanche of water and mud take out house after house on Friday morning.

"You were just standing there watching the river and you could hear 'Bam! Bam! Bam!' one after the other," Ms. Atkins said. "It was like dominoes."

Their own home, a cozy red structure with a slanted roof that sits along the river, was filled with mud, and one of its walls was torn apart by a large tree.

For two days, Ms. Atkins was stuck in town with no phone service. Her family feared that she had died. This week, she was packing up what belongings she could find and wondering what would come of the town she had fallen in love with when she moved there in 2017.

"I don't want to live anywhere else," Ms. Atkins said. "I might be delusional to think that we can come back here, but the minute they say it's OK, I'll be here."

Isabelle Taft contributed reporting. 




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/02/us/helene-north-carolina-flood-bat-cave.html
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The Moment When Vance Dodged a Jan. 6 Question but Said Plenty

JD Vance sailed fairly smoothly through some 90 minutes of Tuesday's debate with Tim Walz. Then the subject turned to the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol.

Tim Walz, right, broke with the debate's occasional paeans to civility when JD Vance refused to acknowledge the truth about Donald J. Trump's relentless lies about his defeat in 2020. Kenny Holston/The New York Times



By Matt Flegenheimer



Oct 02, 2024 at 06:07 AM

JD Vance wanted to focus on the future, he said. His past, and his party's, intervened.

For some 90 minutes, Mr. Vance, a proud Republican ambassador to the online right, had largely tailored his debate-night message to a mass audience, avoiding most detours into conservative fever swamps, as if determined to deliver a rolling rebuttal to Democrats' longstanding suggestion that he was "weird" and out of step.

But when the debate turned, near its final frames, to the subject of the 2020 election, Mr. Vance faced a choice: He could validate, once more, Donald J. Trump's relentless lies about his defeat four years ago. Or he could try something else in the spirit of moving forward.

It did not seem like a difficult decision for him.

"What President Trump has said is that there were problems," Mr. Vance said when asked about his own past assertion that he would not have certified the 2020 election. "We should fight about those issues, debate those issues, peacefully in the public square. And that's all I've said. And that's all that Donald Trump has said."

His debate opponent, Tim Walz, stared at him, unblinking, and then looked down at his lectern.

"Remember," Mr. Vance said of Mr. Trump, "he said that on January the 6th, the protesters ought to protest peacefully. And on January the 20th, what happened? Joe Biden became the president. Donald Trump left the White House."

This accounting was short a few details -- the violence, the deaths and injuries, the alleged criminal scheming, the "Hang Mike Pence" of it all.

Mr. Vance pivoted jarringly to the subject of censorship. Mr. Walz glanced up at the camera, silent, like a television character breaking the fourth wall.

"Well, I've enjoyed tonight's debate," Mr. Walz began when it was his turn again, assessing an evening that was sometimes wobbly for him. He was about to enjoy it more.

For all their occasional paeans to civility on Tuesday, this was the moment that crystallized an unshakable truth about this election: One side still refuses to acknowledge the truth about the last one -- the persistent falsehood that has come to define so much of the era's fragile and rampaging politics.

"We need to tell the story," Mr. Walz said. "I mean, he lost this election and he said he didn't."

Mr. Walz often speaks with a how'd-I-even-get-here feint toward political humility, as if he intends to decorate the Naval Observatory in Carhartt camo and has not given much thought to other plans.

At his most effective, he is a kind of Labrador retriever of a communicator: affable, game, just happy to be there -- but liable to tilt his head in performative confusion when something sounds off to him.

On Tuesday, after some dissembling episodes earlier in the debate -- particularly concerning past misstatements about his proximity to the Tiananmen Square massacre as a young man -- Mr. Walz made a bid for the high ground, summoning more compelling details from his biography.

He was a teacher, he noted, and a football coach.

"I worked with kids long enough to know," he said, "sometimes you really want to win."

But Republicans like Mr. Trump were already laying the groundwork to contest the current election, he continued, and perhaps even to imprison their political opponents.

"A president's words matter," Mr. Walz said, punctuating his own. "A president's words matter. People hear that."

Mr. Vance had heard enough.

"It's really rich," he said, chopping the air with his hands, "for Democratic leaders to say that Donald Trump is a unique threat to democracy when he peacefully gave over power on January the 20th."

He moved to equate past Democratic complaints about election outcomes, including invocations of Russian interference in 2016 through Facebook ads and other means, with the response in 2020.

"Jan. 6 was not Facebook ads," Mr. Walz shot back, as Mr. Vance smiled slightly.

Mr. Walz had a question for his counterpart.

"He is still saying he didn't lose the election," Mr. Walz said of Mr. Trump, turning grandly to Mr. Vance. "Did he lose the 2020 election?"

"Tim," Mr. Vance replied, "I'm focused on the future." He swerved to a point about Covid and censorship.

"That," Mr. Walz said, "is a damning non-answer."

There was a reason, he added, that Mr. Pence was not on the stage as Mr. Trump's running mate anymore.

And it was worth asking, he said, what that could tell viewers about Mr. Vance.

"America, I think you've got a really clear choice," Mr. Walz said, his eyes getting bigger, "of who's going to honor that democracy and who's going to honor Donald Trump."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/02/us/politics/vance-jan-6-debate.html
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Judge Unseals New Evidence in Federal Election Case Against Trump

Judge Tanya Chutkan made public portions of a filing by prosecutors setting out their argument for why the case should go forward despite the Supreme Court's ruling on presidential immunity.

The pro-Trump crowd at the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. President Donald J. Trump replied, "So what?" when told that the riot was endangering his vice president, according to prosecutors' newly unsealed filing. Jason Andrew for The New York Times



By Alan Feuer and Charlie Savage



Oct 02, 2024 at 09:17 PM

When told by an aide that Vice President Mike Pence was in peril as the rioting on Capitol Hill escalated on Jan. 6, 2021, President Donald J. Trump replied, "So what?"

When one of his lawyers told him that his false claims that the election had been marred by widespread fraud would not hold up in court, Mr. Trump responded, "The details don't matter."

On a flight with Mr. Trump and his family after the election, an Oval Office assistant heard Mr. Trump say: "It doesn't matter if you won or lost the election. You still have to fight like hell."

Those accounts were among new evidence disclosed in a court filing made public on Wednesday in which the special counsel investigating Mr. Trump made his case for why the former president is not immune from prosecution on federal charges of plotting to overturn the 2020 election.

Made public by Judge Tanya S. Chutkan of the Federal District Court in Washington, the 165-page brief was partly redacted but expansive, adding details to the already extensive record of how Mr. Trump lost the race but attempted nonetheless to cling to power.

The brief from the prosecution team led by the special counsel, Jack Smith, asserts that there is ample evidence that Mr. Trump's efforts to remain in office were those of a desperate losing candidate rather than official acts of a president that would be considered immune from prosecution under a landmark Supreme Court ruling this summer.

"The defendant asserts that he is immune from prosecution for his criminal scheme to overturn the 2020 presidential election because, he claims, it entailed official conduct," prosecutors wrote. "Not so. Although the defendant was the incumbent president during the charged conspiracies, his scheme was fundamentally a private one."

The brief was unsealed three months after the Supreme Court's immunity ruling, less than five weeks from Election Day and one day after Mr. Trump's current running mate, Senator JD Vance of Ohio, declined during the vice-presidential debate to say that Mr. Trump had lost in 2020.

Mr. Smith's brief was initially filed under seal last week. It was designed to help Judge Chutkan, who is overseeing the case, to determine how much of the indictment can survive the Supreme Court's landmark ruling in July granting Mr. Trump a broad form of immunity against prosecution for many official acts while in office.

The prosecution has essentially been on hold since late last year, when Mr. Trump began making the legal argument that he should be immune. Judge Chutkan is now determining how much if any of a revised indictment filed by Mr. Smith can go forward under the complex standards set by the Supreme Court.

Overall, Mr. Smith and his deputies used their brief to paint the indictment's many individual allegations as fair game for prosecution.




Still, despite its narrow legal purpose, the expansive filing also served as something like a trial brief, setting forth Mr. Smith's fullest exposition yet of what he has learned in his nearly two-year-long investigation of Mr. Trump. Judge Chutkan unsealed the redacted version at the request of Mr. Smith and his team.

The special counsel's filing to Judge Chutkan was not unlike the tome-like report issued nearly two years ago by the House select committee that investigated the events leading up to the attack of the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.

Mr. Trump criticized the brief and its release, portraying it as a political act. "They should have never allowed the information to be -- to come before the public," he said in an interview on NewsNation on Wednesday.

The filing described a familiar web of intersecting plots by Mr. Trump and his allies. They included efforts to strong-arm state officials to overturn the election results, create false slates of electors claiming that Mr. Trump had won key states he actually lost and wage a pressure campaign against his own vice president, Mr. Pence, to throw the election his way during a proceeding to certify its final outcome on Jan. 6.

But the special counsel's filing also added new details to the portrait of Mr. Trump as he scrambled to remain in the White House after losing the election to Joseph R. Biden Jr., culminating in the mob attack on the Capitol.

Part of the brief focuses, for example, on a social media post that Mr. Trump sent on the afternoon of the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol, telling supporters that Mr. Pence had let them all down. Mr. Smith laid out extensive arguments for why that post on Twitter should merit Mr. Trump's prosecution.

After Mr. Trump's Twitter post focused the enraged mob's attention on harming Mr. Pence and the Secret Service took the vice president to a secure location, an aide rushed into the dining room off the Oval Office where Mr. Trump was watching television. The aide alerted him to the developing situation, in the hope that Mr. Trump would then take action to ensure Mr. Pence's safety.

Instead, Mr. Trump looked at the aide and said only, "So what?" according to the brief.

In insisting that this post was an unofficial act, Mr. Smith noted that Mr. Trump's advisers had been urging him to issue a message to quell the violence, but he had refused and instead tweeted about Mr. Pence.

"The content of the 2:24 p.m. tweet was not a message sent to address a matter of public concern and ease unrest; it was the message of an angry candidate upon the realization that he would lose power," Mr. Smith wrote.

In the minutes before the tweet, Mr. Smith noted, Fox News had shown an interview with a protester marching toward the Capitol and expressing disappointment in Mr. Pence. It then reported that a police officer might have been injured and that protesters had broken into the Capitol itself.

That evidence "shows what social media and news the defendant privately reviewed in service of issuing a private tweet," prosecutors wrote. "The government will not elicit testimony from the defendant's staffers about his official deliberations, reactions to social media or television, or official actions taken in response."

Several times, prosecutors drew a direct line between Mr. Trump and his supporters who stormed the Capitol on Jan. 6. The brief describes how one of the attackers went to Washington that day because Mr. Trump "told us we had something big to look forward to" and how others wore clothes and carried flags pledging allegiance to him as they broke into the Capitol.

Mr. Smith, for the first time, implicated a podcaster and former Trump aide -- who is identified in the brief as Person 1 and who resembles Stephen K. Bannon -- in the alleged plot to keep Mr. Trump in power.

The brief says that Person 1, who has not been charged in the case, played an integral role in the pressure campaign that Mr. Trump waged against Mr. Pence. Mr. Bannon is currently serving a four-month prison sentence for contempt of Congress for refusing to testify to the House select committee that investigated Mr. Trump's attempts to retain power.

Mr. Smith's brief also portrayed Mr. Trump and some of his allies -- like his personal lawyer, Rudolph W. Giuliani -- as making wild claims about election fraud in public while other aides close to him doubted the same allegations in private.

In early December 2020, for example, Mr. Giuliani appeared at a hearing of state legislators in Georgia and proclaimed that as many 10,000 "dead voters" had cast their ballots in the race.

At that same moment, however, the brief contends, Mr. Trump's chief of staff, Mark Meadows and one of the former president's lawyers were exchanging text messages doubting the assertion, sharing with each other that only 12 votes in Georgia had been attributed to dead people.

Mr. Smith also took readers of his briefs behind closed doors to show how Mr. Trump sought to sway state lawmakers to throw the election his way.

His brief, for instance, described a meeting in the Oval Office on Nov. 20, 2020, where Mr. Trump tried to persuade the two top state lawmakers from Michigan that he had won the election. Joining them at the meeting was Mr. Giuliani; Ronna McDaniel, the chairwoman of the Republican National Convention; and, at least for a while, Mr. Meadows.

When the lawmakers told Mr. Trump that he had lost the election in Michigan because he had underperformed with "educated females," the brief said, Mr. Trump was not pleased.

The lawmaker could tell by Mr. Trump's "body language," the brief recounts, "that he was not happy to hear" the assessment.

One of the themes that Mr. Smith hit upon repeatedly was that top officials close to Mr. Trump tried over and over to persuade him to simply concede.

During a private lunch in mid-November 2020, the brief says, Mr. Pence suggested to Mr. Trump that he should accept defeat and run again in the next presidential race.

But Mr. Trump did not want to hear about it.

"I don't know," the brief quotes him as saying, "2024 is so far-off."

Chris Cameron contributed reporting.
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After Helene, Lawyers Gear Up for Battles Over Who Should Pay

As storms intensify, so do the legal clashes with insurers, aid agencies and others over compensation, rebuilding and even scams.

A flooded street in Swannanoa, N.C., recently. Mike Belleme for The New York Times



By Karen Zraick



Oct 02, 2024 at 07:27 PM

As the colossal scale of damage wrought by Hurricane Helene becomes clear, legal aid groups are steeling themselves for yearslong battles to help people rebuild their lives and homes.

"It's going to be a massive effort," said Alicia Edwards, who directs the Disaster Relief Project for Legal Aid of North Carolina, which serves low-income clients.

They're mobilizing to help people navigate a maze of post-disaster bureaucracy -- fights with landlords, insurers, contractors and even federal relief agencies themselves.

But first, legal groups in the area need to account for their own people.

Several of Legal Aid's offices sustained storm damage, and staff members were working "with minimal resources," she said. It took until late Tuesday for the group to be able to account for all of its staff members, about 40 of whom live in the western part of the state.

Despite the challenges, her team's disaster response was up and running. The group of five lawyers and seven paralegals was coordinating with the American Bar Association Young Lawyers Division's Disaster Legal Services unit.

Amanda Brown, a New Orleans lawyer who volunteers as program director, said that when she joined the legal services group in 2016, it "stood up" seven or eight projects a year. Now that number has more than doubled as storms become more frequent and more severe.

"Every year is a 'record-setting'" one, she said, the "most in program history."

It's a milestone that no one celebrates.

The bar association pairs lawyers who work on a pro bono basis with disaster victims. While groups like Legal Aid focus on low-income clients, lawyers who work for private firms often agree to help people who are above the poverty threshold but still in need of assistance, she said.

They're on the forefront of an increasingly critical field: disaster law.

Kim Bart Mullikin, senior director of the North Carolina Bar Foundation, said the community of "disaster legal services responders" had grown dramatically in the past decade, with lawyers in states frequently hit by extreme weather sharing expertise with colleagues across the country.

"No one wants to have to recreate the wheel when we're in the middle of crisis," she said.

Her group is also involved in recruiting volunteers for the Helene response. She said she had been overwhelmed with applicants even before the official call went out to the state bar association's membership. "There is so much desire to help," she added.

Some of those offers came from out-of-state lawyers, who will be allowed to represent indigent clients affected by Helene under a temporary order, known as a "Katrina order," issued Tuesday by the North Carolina Supreme Court.

Local lawyers are preparing for their crash course in the language of Federal Emergency Management Agency applications and the like, too. Jackie Kiger, executive director of Pisgah Legal Services, a nonprofit based in Asheville, N.C., was only able to confirm that all of her 119 staff members were safe on Wednesday, because phone networks were down.

Her organization has several offices across western North Carolina that sustained significant damage and remained closed, while staff members were scrambling to take care of themselves and their families. "Devastating doesn't really explain how hard this is," she said. "We know that this is a very long process for recovery."

Peter Dennis runs the Fort Myers, Fla., office of Florida Rural Legal Services. That area was spared a direct hit by Helene but saw major flooding from the storm surge.

He said that his clients include many retirees who are particularly at risk of falling for scams and fraud in the wake of a traumatizing event.

His office still has three lawyers dedicated to legal issues related to Hurricane Ian, which hit the Fort Myers area two years ago. They include people who say they were defrauded by supposed contractors who showed up in the wake of the storm and had victims sign over their insurance benefits, then disappeared without completing the work.

Fort Myers Beach, Fla., in 2022, after Hurricane Ian struck. Johnny Milano for The New York Times


In worst-case scenarios, the cascade of events set off by a storm can culminate in foreclosure, eviction and even homelessness. "I think what can really break down an individual's will can be the prolonged nature of the effects of a hurricane," Mr. Dennis said.

People in manufactured homes, which are not built to withstand powerful storms, are also facing major challenges, he said. After Ian, the building codes became more strict, which raised costs for the owners of mobile-home lots, and created incentives to simply sell to developers.

"It was a dream for a lot of people to be able to retire into a community with manufactured homes and a shuffleboard court and live out your time in sunny Florida," Mr. Dennis said. In some places, "those days are over."

His organization encourages people to prepare for disasters, including making sure they have the deed to their home and other important papers stored somewhere safe.

"I cannot believe that we were at the two-year anniversary of Ian and here we are, the people who have suffered so much and may have gotten those grants and gotten help to rebuild, and now have been hit again," he said. "And they don't know what's going to happen in the future."
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Truckers See Ports Turn Into Ghost Towns, and Worry About Their Future

The strike by longshoremen has halted commerce at Newark and other ports on the East and Gulf Coasts, affecting an ecosystem of supply-chain workers.

The walkout by dockworkers at Newark and other ports is bringing activities by other workers to a halt.  Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Peter S. Goodman
Reporting from around the Port of Newark


Oct 01, 2024 at 11:07 PM

Every workday, on his early-morning drive to his job overseeing a warehouse in northern New Jersey, Sean Murphy takes in the frenetic scene of the busiest port on the East Coast.

Towering cranes lift shipping containers off vessels newly arrived at Newark from points around the globe. Mile-long freight trains pull cargo to and from the docks. Belching trucks clatter down the highway, hauling containers to distribution centers from Maine to Florida.

Not on Tuesday. As 45,000 dockworkers began a strike, shutting most of Newark and three dozen other shipping terminals along the Gulf and East Coasts, Mr. Murphy was confronted with the spectacle of a busy industrial hub now largely devoid of activity.

Here was a visual encapsulation of the challenge confronting the global economy: cargo marooned, commerce frozen and no clarity on when normalcy will return.

"It was eerie, like a ghost town," Mr. Murphy said. "It was really creepy, if I can be honest with you. It was dead silent. I've never seen that in my entire life."

Beyond the atmospherics, the effective shutdown of Newark and other major ports threatens the livelihoods of millions of people who work near the affected docks -- and businesses that depend on the flow of exports and imports.

Mr. Murphy's employer, Flexport, manages shipping and trucking for major brands in industries like clothing, electronics, furniture and construction materials. Normally, this means receiving containers freshly plucked off ships, sorting the contents across the shiny concrete floor and then sending goods by truck to warehouses and stores.

But the strike has halted the influx of containers at the northern New Jersey port complex, so Mr. Murphy found himself wondering how much more freight was on its way.

The previous week, his warehouse received three times its usual volume of freight, as customers raced to complete shipments before the strike. On Tuesday, trucks continued to deliver cargo that had arrived at the port the day before, when the longshore crews were still working.

A worker securing a shipping container to a truck at the port in Newark on Monday, before the longshoremen's walkout. Caitlin Ochs/Reuters


"Right now, we're still not seeing the impacts of the strike," Mr. Murphy said. But he had no idea how long that would last.

A truck stop around the corner, normally bustling with vehicles lined up for fuel, was strikingly quiet. Most of the regular customers are truck drivers who move containers between the docks and nearby warehouses.

"It's dead," said Isthian Thomas, who was working the register, estimating that business was down 80 percent. The shipping terminals were closed, so no vessels were pulling up to unload, he said. No ships spelled no containers, which meant scarce work for truck drivers.

Mr. Thomas and a fellow cashier, James Lore, generally supported the aims of the dockworkers. Their jobs are exhausting and dangerous, and the shipping carriers have tallied hundreds of billions of dollars in profits. The workers deserve their piece of the action, the two men said.

They exuded a sense of blue-collar solidarity with the dockworkers, especially after the pandemic, when they all labored together despite the threat of Covid.

"We were suddenly 'essential workers,'" Mr. Lore said. "Before that, we were just dumb gas jockeys."

He expressed particular sympathy toward the union's opposition to further automation at the ports -- not only because it threatens paychecks, he said, but also because it limits broader economic activity.

"The robots are not paying taxes," Mr. Lore said.

But the few truck drivers who were on hand tended to be critical of the dockworkers, accusing them of jeopardizing paychecks for many in pursuit of raises reaching more than 60 percent over the next six years.

"It's not realistic in this economy," said Joseph Green, a truck driver who was headed to Massachusetts, pulling a container he had retrieved from the port on Monday. After that, he expected to be without work. "I'll come back empty and wait until those guys finish negotiations," he said.

As is typical at ports around the country, truck drivers in Newark express resentment toward longshore workers, describing them as veritable aristocrats of the docks. Dockworkers deny access to bathrooms, the drivers complain, even as they are forced to sit in their cabs, sometimes for hours, waiting to pick up containers.

Shipping containers were stacked high at the Newark port complex on Tuesday. Bryan R. Smith/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Not lost on the drivers is the reality that they are compensated only per load -- meaning the time they sit waiting is effectively unpaid -- while the dockworkers earn hourly wages, limiting their incentive to move faster.

"They have that flippant attitude," Mr. Green complained. "They don't care."

The traditional tension between truck drivers and dockworkers highlights an odd dynamic to the strike.

The dockworkers' union, the International Longshoremen's Association, has sought to rally public support, and to persuade the Biden administration to maintain its position against intervening to shut down the strike, by depicting its movement as a reach for justice.

"CORPORATE GREED VERSUS WORKER RIGHTS," declared signs wielded by picketing dockworkers outside the marine terminals of Newark. "NO WORK WITHOUT A FAIR CONTRACT."

But the people feeling the most direct heat are other blue-collar workers who are paid much less than the dockworkers, whose wages -- after accounting for overtime -- often reach $200,000 a year. Truck drivers are rarely unionized, and frequently operate as independent contractors, with minimal job security.

The dockworkers seek to use the strike to make life uncomfortable for the operators of the ports -- foreign-owned international shipping carriers. But the carriers may be uniquely positioned to actually benefit from the strike: They have cut service to some East and Gulf Coast destinations, which has reduced capacity, sending shipping prices higher worldwide.

This, shipping experts say, is a template that the shipping carriers have mastered in recent times -- first during the supply chain disruptions of the pandemic, and more recently as Houthi rebels have trained missiles on vessels in the Red Sea, turning the Suez Canal into a virtual no-go zone.

"Recent supply chain disturbances, such as Covid and the Red Sea attacks, reduced ocean freight capacity, and prices rose dramatically in the short run," said Daniel B. Maffei, the chairman of the Federal Maritime Commission, which regulates ocean cargo. "An I.L.A. work stoppage would be no exception. The big ocean freight companies may for a time actually bring in more revenue than they forgo."

Mr. Maffei said he worried that the strike could endure longer than many expected, because neither side had a strong incentive to compromise. The union believes that it enjoys powerful leverage to extract better pay, he said, while employers can use the strike as an opportunity to raise prices.

Late Tuesday, the Biden administration took aim at one way the shipping carriers stand to increase revenue: through surcharges many have been affixing on shipments to ports disrupted by the strike.

"Our administration is calling on ocean carriers to withdraw their surcharges," Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg said in a written statement. "No one should exploit a disruption for profit, especially at a time when whole regions of the country are recovering from Hurricane Helene."

The scene at Bayonne, part of the northern New Jersey port complex, on Tuesday. Eduardo Munoz Alvarez/Associated Press


Most industry experts assume that economic disruptions will be minimal if the strike is resolved within a few days. Business that rely on the shipping industry have anticipated the strike for months and have diverted cargo to West Coast ports, while stashing extra products in warehouses.

"Our customers generally have two months' worth of extra inventory in stock," said Ryan Petersen, Flexport's chief executive.

But if the strike lasts more than a week or two, backup plans are likely to be exhausted. West Coast ports could become congested, as they did during the pandemic.

Some cargo may be diverted to ports in Mexico and Canada. But dockworkers are on a three-day strike in Montreal, and Mexico's ports tend to be smaller operations. Rail and trucking links spanning borders could be quickly strained by a surge of extra cargo.

"There aren't many good alternatives," said Judah Levine, head of research at Freightos, an online platform used to book containers.

All of which explained why Mr. Murphy was struggling to imagine what lay ahead at the Flexport warehouse near the port of Newark.

Industrial windows shipped in from India filled out one end of the cavernous space. Boxes of electronics from a factory in Taiwan occupied the opposite end, near cartons of clothing made in Brazil, toys from China and men's grooming products from Britain.

Mr. Murphy was waiting for trucks that would bring in four more containers on Tuesday afternoon.

And after that?

"We just don't know," Mr. Murphy said. "We're in uncharted waters."
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Catholics Meet to Chart Path Forward, but Women's Roles Remain Unclear

The ordination of female deacons is no longer on the agenda during a global assembly at the Vatican, but will be discussed separately.

Pope Francis during a meeting with bishops, priests, deacons and other pastoral workers in Brussels on Saturday.  Pool photo by Nicolas Maeterlinck



By Elisabetta Povoledo
Reporting from Vatican City


Oct 02, 2024 at 05:00 AM

Pope Francis had the grandest of ambitions: to tackle some of the thorniest questions facing the Roman Catholic Church.

But when bishops and lay people convene Wednesday at the Vatican to talk about its future, one of the most contentious -- whether women can be ordained as deacons -- has already been taken off the agenda.

The decision, which came after four years of global consultations, has angered -- but hasn't discouraged -- Catholics in some parts of the world.

"You can't erase us, you can't dismiss this," said Miriam Duignan, a leader of Women's Ordination Worldwide, one of several groups supporting female deacons that will be staging various events in Rome during the gathering. "You can't deny the reality of what Catholics have asked for or dismiss a justice issue because some people objected to it."

For many Catholics who are demanding a more egalitarian church, the synod -- as meetings of bishops are known -- was seen as an opening to address major issues considered taboo until recently, including the question of female deacons, the requirement that priests be celibate and the place of L.G.B.T.Q. people in the church. Expectations were heightened when, in a historic first, Francis had allowed 54 women to participate as voting members of the 368-member assembly, which mostly comprises bishops.

Deacons are ordained ministers who can preach and perform weddings, funerals and baptisms. But they can't celebrate Mass, a role reserved for the all-male priesthood.

Opponents to allowing female deacons see it as a first step to making them priests, which they say would violate 2,000 years of church doctrine and undermine its authority. Conversely, some historians point to documents showing that women were deacons in the early church.

Enthusiasm over the prospect of change was dampened, however, when a meeting last year ended with a document that said it was "urgent" that women have more leadership roles in the church -- but punted on the issue of female deacons. 

Then in February, Francis announced that the issue would be handed to a study group, which will report its findings to the pope next summer.

This month's meeting will instead focus on how the church can more fully engage the faithful and encourage greater dialogue at all levels, within the context of the diversity of the global church.

These are not moot points; fewer men are entering the priesthood in most of the world. And even as the number of Catholics has increased, especially in Africa and Asia, there are no trustworthy statistics on how many are attending Mass and participating in the life of the church.

Many Catholics say the church has to keep pace with the reality that women already manage parishes in some areas of the world where there is a shortage of priests, like the Amazon and even in the United States.

Some bishops felt they had been given a mandate to push for greater equality, so removing the question of female deacons would disappoint their faithful. "There are expectations on the part of many of our Swiss Catholics," said the Rev. Felix Gmur, Bishop of Basel. "The involvement and engagement of women is crucial for Switzerland."

During his 11-year papacy, Pope Francis has opened some doors to women, changing laws to formally allow women to give readings from the Bible during Mass, act as altar servers and distribute Communion. He also named several women to high-ranking positions in the Vatican, including appointing Sister Nathalie Becquart of France as one of the synod's top officials. But he has ruled out ordaining women as priests, and in a recent CBS interview seemed to close the door on female deacons definitively as well.

Pope Francis during the 16th general assembly of the synod at the Vatican last year. Sister Nathalie Becquart, left, was appointed one of the synod's top officials. Alessandra Tarantino/Associated Press


Sister Linda Pocher, a theology professor in Rome, said that Francis had invited her to organize four seminars about women in the church -- including a session with a female Anglican priest -- for his group of closest advisers, evidence, she believed, that the "pope has the issue of women at heart."

But she thought that the pope had decided to postpone a decision on female deacons because there was not enough consensus.

On Tuesday evening, Francis presided over a penitential liturgy in St. Peter's Basilica and asked for forgiveness for a host of sins, including those against women. Speaking on behalf of the church, "especially us men," Cardinal Kevin Farrell, the prefect of the Vatican's department for laity, family and life, asked for forgiveness, "feeling shame for all the times that we have not recognized and defended the dignity of women."

Though female deacons won't be discussed, women's leadership and ministry are still on the agenda.

Some delegates said it would have been unreasonable to expect that such a global assembly could have arrived at a consensus on a wide variety of topics in the space of a month.

"We're dealing with everything from financial issues around transparency, to how pastoral councils work, to the role of the bishop in managing cases of abuse, to L.G.B.T.Q. welcome, to polygamy, the list of what we're dealing with in the room is just is so immense," said Prof. Anna Rowlands, who teaches Catholic social thought and practice at Durham University in England. "There's this tension between the time it takes to build consensus in the room, and the pressing urgency of the clamor coming from, you know, outside of the walls of the synod office and how you live with both those things."

The Rev. James Martin, a Jesuit father who is an outspoken advocate of greater L.G.B.T.Q. inclusiveness in the church and is a delegate, said some people would inevitably be disappointed. "But I would also say that there was progress made last year because things that had never been discussed before were discussed," he said. "And so that itself was a step forward."

Another liberal Jesuit, the Rev. Thomas Reese, who is not a delegate, pointed out that while some North American and European Catholics hoping to see major changes might see the synod as a "complete bust," for other areas of the world the fact that the pope "wanted to get women seats at the table is revolutionary in parts of Africa, Latin America and Asia."

Observers said they hoped that the process of listening that Francis has enacted would inspire the bishops to act courageously. "I am still very much excited about the synodal process," said Ellie Hidalgo, co-director of Discerning Deacons, which advocates female deacons. That's because having the discussion, she said, allows "synod members to highlight the leadership and the ministry of women that we're already seeing all over the world." 
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'Nothing Left to Lose': Why Are Britain's Conservatives So Upbeat?

At its annual convention in Birmingham, the party is energized by a leadership contest and seems largely undisturbed by broader questions over its electability.

Banners promoting the four leadership candidates at the Conservative Party's annual conference in Birmingham, where the mood was cheerful. "I was expecting something a little more gloomy, seeing as we had been defeated," one party member said. "It's really positive, it's buzzing." Henry Nicholls/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Mark Landler and Stephen Castle
Reporting from Birmingham, England


Oct 02, 2024 at 05:00 AM

Britain's Conservative Party suffered the worst election defeat of its modern history less than three months ago. Yet one would be hard pressed to find much evidence of it at the party's annual conference in Birmingham, where the drinks flowed, conversation crackled and the mood could be only described as light.

Unburdened by government, energized by a lively leadership contest and gleeful at the bumpy debut of Prime Minister Keir Starmer's Labour government, the Conservatives gathered to plot their future, with some members expressing relief rather than frustration at being thrust into the opposition.

"I was expecting something a little more gloomy, seeing as we had been defeated," said James Paterson, a party member from Hinckley, in the East Midlands. Instead, he said: "It's really positive, it's buzzing. The way the Labour Party have made such a mess of their first few months is making it easier."

The upbeat atmosphere was a stark contrast to Labour's conference last week, which was clouded by anxiety over news media reports about freebies accepted by Mr. Starmer and other senior Labour politicians, as well as the general weight of running the country after being out of government for 14 years.

Now taking their turn in opposition, the Conservatives are focusing on electing a new leader. The four remaining candidates -- Kemi Badenoch, James Cleverly, Robert Jenrick and Tom Tugendhat -- ran a beauty-contest-style gauntlet, giving interviews, grinning for selfies, lobbying lawmakers and even hawking branded merchandise from their own booths.

Tom Tugendhat, a former soldier and one of two centrist candidates for the leadership, greeting his supporters. Henry Nicholls/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Mr. Tugendhat took an early lead in the swag arms race, offering lollipops with his face on them, temporary tattoos and fake tanning spray, "Tugend-tan" (stocks quickly ran out). At Mr. Cleverly's booth, visitors could spin a wheel of fortune to see what merchandise they would win: Prizes included Taylor Swift-style friendship beads and leakproof water bottles.

Ms. Badenoch, a combative former cabinet minister who is popular with the party's right, stuck to more standard fare, like buttons and lanyards. Another darling of the right, Robert Jenrick, peddled blue-and-white baseball caps emblazoned with the slogan, "We want Bobby J."

Each candidate submitted to questioning by a journalist from the right-wing news channel, GB News, which gave a glimpse into the kinds of issues that motivate Tory Party members, if not the country at large. They all pledged to reduce immigration, and three of them said they would consider pulling out of the European Convention on Human Rights, a treaty Britain signed 73 years ago, if it raised hurdles to Britain's efforts to tighten its borders.

Still, none of the contenders appeared to offer a convincing answer to the existential question confronting the Tories. How can they win back votes they lost on their right flank to Nigel Farage, leader of the anti-immigration party, Reform U.K., without alienating the voters who switched to the centrist Liberal Democrats, who won 72 seats, mainly in areas traditionally dominated by the Conservatives?

Tony Travers, a professor of politics at the London School of Economics, said that there was a sense of "nothing left to lose" at the meeting, but that it showed a party "totally failing to think about the failures that lost them office."

Robert Jenrick and his wife, Michal Berkner, playing with slot cars on an exhibition stand. Mr. Jenrick, a front-runner for the leadership, mixes a mild manner with hard-line, right-wing positions. Henry Nicholls/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Tory members of Parliament will vote next week to winnow the field to two finalists, and a winner will be chosen by members on Nov. 2. Given that the party's estimated 170,000 members tend to be older, less ethnically diverse and richer than the general population, the candidates' pitches tilted to the right -- sometimes jarringly so.

In a promotional video, Mr. Jenrick claimed, without evidence, that British special forces troops "are killing rather than capturing terrorists" because a European human rights court would otherwise force the government to release them. He came under sharp criticism from Mr. Tugendhat and Mr. Cleverly, both former soldiers.

Ms. Badenoch got into hot water after declaring in an interview that Britain's maternity leave payments were "excessive" and that people needed to exercise "more personal responsibility." She spent much of Monday claiming she had been misrepresented, citing Margaret Thatcher as a fellow victim of the media, and later posted on social media, "of course I believe in maternity pay!"

In its unpredictability, the contest has revived memories of 2005, when, after yet another election defeat to Tony Blair, the Conservatives seemed on course to pick a former minister, David Davis, as leader. But then a youthful David Cameron spoke without notes to party activists, impressing them with his energy and seizing the initiative in the race, which he went on to win.

This time, according to Robert Hayward, a Conservative member of the House of Lords and an opinion polling expert, the contest is "wide open."

"Party members seem unsure what they want, and there is no stellar candidate in the way that David Cameron was in 2005," he said.

Kemi Badenoch, a combative former cabinet minister who is popular with the party's right, speaking to reporters. Henry Nicholls/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Conservative lawmakers have a reputation for skulduggery in leadership contests, and the meeting hummed with suggestions that some of the candidates may have lent their supporters' votes to one contender in earlier rounds to try to disadvantage another they consider more of a threat.

Mr. Hayward said the number of centrist lawmakers was probably not large enough for both Mr. Cleverly and Mr. Tugendhat, the two more middle-of-the-road candidates, to make it to the final round.

Mr. Jenrick, who has emerged as perhaps the front-runner, mixes a mild manner with hard-line positions. He has argued, for example, that the police should immediately arrest pro-Palestinian demonstrators who shout "Allahu akbar," an Arabic phrase meaning "God is great."

Moni Kaur Nanda, who ran in the general election but lost to a Labour candidate in the district of Slough, west of London, said she wanted "anybody but Jenrick." As someone of Indian heritage, she said: "I don't like the language he is projecting. I don't think it's helpful in this country."

James Cleverly, a more centrist leadership candidate, taking a selfie with his wife, Susannah, and his supporters. Toby Melville/Reuters


Mr. Jenrick did strike a more diplomatic tone on another issue: After declaring previously that he hoped Donald J. Trump would win the American presidential election, the Tory candidate now demurs from an explicit endorsement, saying he would work well with Vice President Kamala Harris if she were the winner.

Andrew Williams, a party member and Conservative councilor in Dacorum, Hertfordshire, was won over by Mr. Cleverly's performance on Tuesday. "If he makes the final two, he will be my choice," Mr. Williams said. "I felt he was more genuine and can deliver on taking the party forward with unity."

Referring to the scandal-scarred but still popular former prime minister, Boris Johnson, Mr. Williams added, "We don't have another Boris on offer, but we need someone who can unite the party and appeal to the electorate."
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Prosecutors Warn of More Charges and Defendants in Adams Graft Case

Eric Adams, the New York City mayor, appeared before Judge Dale E. Ho as he fights off federal charges that he accepted luxury travel in exchange for favors.

Prosecutors have said that Mayor Eric Adams accepted benefits worth more than $100,000 over nearly a decade, as well as illegal campaign contributions. Jefferson Siegel for The New York Times



By Hurubie Meko and Jeffery C. Mays



Oct 02, 2024 at 08:00 AM

Less than a week after Mayor Eric Adams pleaded not guilty to charges of bribery and fraud, federal prosecutors told a judge that they might bring additional charges against him and that charges against other people were likely.

"There are several related investigations here," Hagan Cordell Scotten, a prosecutor with the U.S. attorney's office for the Southern District of New York, said during a hearing in federal court in Manhattan on Wednesday. Prosecutors said that the case had been complicated by their inability to unlock Mr. Adams's cellphone, because he had said he could not remember the recently changed password.

The nearly 90-minute hearing was the latest step in the case against Mr. Adams, the first sitting mayor in modern New York City history to be indicted. Last week, prosecutors unsealed a five-count indictment that accuses him of bribery conspiracy, fraud and soliciting illegal campaign donations. Mr. Adams, 64, has denied the allegations.

At an event in Brooklyn hours after the hearing, the mayor said he was not worried about additional charges.

"They said maybe, probably. This is all part of the process," Mr. Adams said. "My attorney will handle it."

The mayor, a former Brooklyn borough president, state senator and police captain, is accused of accepting free and discounted luxury travel for years and of pressuring the Fire Department to sign off on the opening of a new high-rise Turkish Consulate building in Midtown Manhattan.

The judge, Dale E. Ho, said at the Wednesday hearing that he would set a trial date soon.

Federal prosecutors in Manhattan and Brooklyn appear to be conducting at least four separate inquiries that have ensnared people from Mr. Adams's orbit. Several members of his circle have had their phones seized, and City Hall has seen several top aides resign.




Mr. Adams has said he will not step down, even as calls for him to quit have grown.

But the case has destabilized his administration. The mayor has been forced to focus on the city's day-to-day operations as senior administrators have announced their resignations, including the police commissioner and schools chancellor, and Mr. Adams must also participate in his legal defense.

On Wednesday, Mr. Adams rushed from the hearing at the Downtown Manhattan courthouse to a news conference with the Police Department to discuss security for the High Holy Days and the anniversary of the Oct. 7 Hamas attacks. Afterward, Mr. Adams held a town hall at a club for older New Yorkers in Fort Greene, Brooklyn.

In a room of almost all Black residents, the mayor, who had removed his suit jacket, recited a list of accomplishments, focusing on reduced crime in the subways and managing the influx of more than 200,000 migrants.

Mr. Adams called himself an "outer-borough" mayor and a "working-class, blue-collar mayor" who doesn't "fit what other people feel the mayor should be."

Then he declared his innocence.

"I know my life," he said. "I did nothing wrong, and it will be proven that I did nothing wrong. I'm strong on that ground."

Carrie Roberson, a retired teacher at the event, said that federal authorities were targeting the Adams administration because the mayor had spoken out on behalf of Black people.

"I hope the F.B.I. is wrong. I hope that he can continue," Ms. Roberson said. "But when the F.B.I. comes after you, they come loaded."

Gov. Kathy Hochul, who has the power to remove the mayor, has not done so. On Wednesday, she said the departure this week of Timothy Pearson, one of Mr. Adams's closest aides and confidants, was "a good first step" for the mayor in regaining the confidence of New Yorkers.

Prosecutors say that the mayor sold them out, taking benefits worth more than $100,000 over nearly a decade, as well as illegal campaign contributions.

On Wednesday, Mr. Adams sat in federal court at the defense table next to one of his lawyers, Alex Spiro, in a dark blue suit, a blue tie and a white shirt. Mr. Adams looked straight ahead for most of the hearing as the judge set a schedule for motions and hearings. Four federal prosecutors sat across the aisle.

Mr. Spiro said he wanted any trial finished by March, before the Democratic primary for mayor in June, in which his client faces four challengers.

Mr. Spiro said the trial's timing would decide whether Mr. Adams got to "meet with members of the community as an innocent man versus with this hanging over his head." The mayor is already facing four challengers and others, like former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, may also enter the primary.

Mr. Scotten, the prosecutor, said that the charges stemmed from a long-running conspiracy by Mr. Adams that he called a "sacrifice of his duty." The investigation, Mr. Scotten told the judge, began in summer 2021, before Mr. Adams became mayor.




Mr. Scotten said the government had a lot of evidence that it must share with the defense before trial. The materials include bank, credit card and telephone records and communications, some of which had to be translated from Turkish.

Mr. Scotten said that there had been a "significant issue" of interference, citing a witness who he said had received a message from Mr. Adams instructing the person to lie to the F.B.I.

Prosecutors also said that they were still unable to get access to Mr. Adams's phone, which they seized last year. Mr. Adams said at the time that he couldn't remember the password, because he had recently changed it.

Mr. Spiro said that defense lawyers would provide a copy of the phone's contents to prosecutors, and said that they would find nothing.

Since Mr. Adams's arraignment on Friday, his lawyers have filed several motions before Judge Ho. On Monday, they asked the court to dismiss a bribery charge. On Tuesday, they accused federal prosecutors of leaking information about the investigation that led to the mayor's indictment and asked the judge to hold a hearing and issue sanctions against them.

Pressing for a quick trial date, Mr. Spiro said most of the government's case was based on the bribery charge, which "we don't expect to survive."

"We have every right, the public has every right, to a speedy trial here," Mr. Spiro argued to the judge, adding: "We don't want this case dragging."

Grace Ashford contributed reporting.
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John Amos, a Star of 'Good Times' and 'Roots,' Is Dead at 84

He was the patriarch in one of the first sitcoms with an all-Black cast and an enslaved African in the American South in a blockbuster TV mini-series.

John Amos in 1977 playing Kunta Kinte in "Roots." The performance earned him an Emmy Award nomination. LeVar Burton played the character as a teenager. ABC Photo Archives, via Everett Collection



By Ash Wu



Oct 01, 2024 at 09:36 PM

John Amos, who played a stern patriarch on "Good Times," America's first sitcom featuring a two-parent Black family, and who had a starring role in "Roots," the slavery narrative that became America's most watched show in the late 1970s, has died in Los Angeles. He was 84.

His publicist, Belinda Foster, confirmed the death on Tuesday, saying he had died on Aug. 21. She did not specify the cause or say why the announcement of his death was delayed.

Mr. Amos's acting career spanned more than five decades, with his breakthrough coming in 1970 on the CBS comedy "The Mary Tyler Moore Show," playing Gordy, the weatherman on a local television news program working alongside Ms. Moore's Mary Richards, an associate producer. After three seasons, Mr. Amos left for "Good Times," a Norman Lear production and a spinoff of the producer's sitcom "Maude." 

Chronicling the trials and tribulations of a Black working-class family living in the Chicago projects, "Good Times," which ran from 1974-79, also on CBS, never shied away from the gritty realities of life in public housing, touching on topics like racial bigotry, drug abuse and poverty -- but all with a sense of humor.

Mr. Amos played James Evans Sr., a fierce disciplinarian with a tender heart who took on odd jobs to support his wife, Florida Evans (Esther Rolle), his sons Michael (Ralph Carter) and J.J. (Jimmie Walker), and his daughter, Thelma (Bern Nadette Stanis).

Mr. Amos and Esther Rolle in a scene from "Good Times." The show accrued high ratings and was notable for its all-Black cast. CBS Photo Archive/Getty Images


At one point, reminiscing with a childhood friend about his roots, James recounts how he used to be so poor that while other children had patches on their clothes, he had "patches on my patches!"

"Good Times" accrued high ratings and was lauded for making television history -- it was one of the first sitcoms with an all-Black cast, preceding Mr. Lear's "The Jeffersons" (1975-85). But Ms. Rolle and Mr. Amos felt that there were still inroads to be made by Black members of the production, and they pushed Mr. Lear to allow them to modify the scripts, which had largely been drafted by white writers.  

"They'd go on about their credits," Mr. Amos said of the writers in an interview with the SiriusXM program "Sway in the Morning." Then he'd ask them, "'Well, how long have you been Black? That just doesn't happen in the community. We don't think that way. We don't act that way. We don't let our children do that.'"

His outspokenness, while at first welcomed, eventually got him fired in 1976 for being a "disruptive element," Mr. Amos said in the radio interview. He was written out of Season 4, killed off in an automobile accident.

"I had a way of voicing my differences with the script that weren't acceptable to the creative staff," Mr. Amos said. 

"Roots," a 1977 mini-series based on a semi-autobiographical novel by Alex Haley, is a family saga that begins with Kunta Kinte, a Mandinka teenager from Gambia who is captured there, put in chains on a ship to America and enslaved on a Southern plantation in the 1700s. It then follows his descendants from colonialism to Civil War to Jim Crow, ending with Mr. Haley in modern times.

Mr. Amos was cast as the older version of Kunta Kinte, while LeVar Burton played the younger one. The show racked up 37 Primetime Emmy nominations -- Mr. Amos received one for outstanding lead actor -- and won nine. A record-breaking 100 million viewers tuned in for the finale.

The show's impact went beyond ratings.

"Hundreds of colleges started Roots courses," Frank Rich, later a critic and columnist for The New York Times, wrote in Time magazine. "The National Archives in Washington found itself flooded by citizens' requests for information about their ancestors."

The series "elevated the American consciousness" about the history of slavery and its modern day impact, Mr. Amos told the New York television channel NY1 in a 2022 interview marking the 45th anniversary of "Roots."

Mr. Amos in 2016. He was recently developing a docuseries about his relationship with his son. Amy Sussman/Invision, via Associated Press


John Allen Amos Jr. was born on Dec. 27, 1939, in Newark to John Amos Sr. and Annabelle West-Amos and grew up in East Orange, N.J. John Sr. was an auto mechanic. As a boy, John Jr. dreamed of becoming a football star.

After playing for Colorado State University, from which he graduated, and becoming a Golden Gloves boxing champion, he was signed by the Denver Broncos, but a hamstring injury led to his release on the second day of training camp. He later signed with the Kansas City Chiefs, but again was released.

After being cut from a team for the second time, and armed with a bottle of Jack Daniels while soaking in a tub, Mr. Amos recalled, he wrote a poem called "The Turk," about his failed athletic aspirations. Before he left the Chiefs' premises, he recited the poem to other players, who were "blown away" by it, he told The Los Angeles Times. It gave him new confidence in his ability to perform, he said.

After a stint as a standup comic in New York on the Greenwich Village circuit, Mr. Amos found work in 1969 as a staff writer for "The Leslie Uggams Show," a musical variety revue. He also pursued acting, making his stage debut in Los Angeles in 1971 in a production of Ron Clark and Sam Bobrick's comedy "Norman, Is That You?"

He eventually landed the lead role in a production of August Wilson's Pulitzer Prize-winning play "Fences" in Albany, N.Y., and as a father figure opposite Denzel Washington in Dennis McIntyre's police drama "Split Second." 

In the 1990s, Mr. Amos wrote and starred in a one-man show, about an 87-year-old man re-encountering Halley's comet after first seeing it at age 11. (In 1999, he created the Halleys Comet Foundation to teach at-risk children how to sail on "a 68 foot vessel that looks like a pirate ship," he told Black Film.)

Following the success of "Good Times" and "Roots," Mr. Amos appeared in dozens of other TV shows well into his 80s, including "The West Wing," "The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air," "30 Rock," "Two and a Half Men" and "The Righteous Gemstones."

Mr. Amos as Cleo McDowell, the father of Eddie Murphy's character's love interest in "Coming to America." He had a long career in TV and in movies after starting out as a stage actor.  Quantrell D. Colbert/Paramount Pictures, via Amazon Studios


In film, he played Cleo McDowell, the father of Eddie Murphy's character's love interest in "Coming to America" (1988), and amassed numerous supporting parts, including in "Lock Up" (1989), starring Sylvester Stallone; "Die Hard 2" (1990); and "Dr. Doolittle 3" (2006). He also appeared in a slew of TV movies, such as "Disappearing Acts" (2000), starring Wesley Snipes.

In 2019, Mr. Amos made a cameo appearance, as himself, in the movie "Uncut Gems," starring Adam Sandler.

His survivors include a daughter, Shannon, and a son, Kelly Christopher (who goes by K.C.), both from his first marriage, to Noel J. Mickelson, in 1965; two grandchildren; and a brother, Leslie Franklin. He had no children from his second marriage, in 1978, to the actress Lillian Lehman. Both marriages ended in divorce.

In 2023, a family feud surfaced between Shannon and K.C., who accused each other publicly of neglecting to provide adequate care for their father as his health worsened. Mr. Amos dismissed the claims as "false and unmerited." The Los Angeles Police Department closed their investigation into the matter in 2024, citing a lack of evidence.

In the early 2020s, Mr. Amos began working on a docuseries with his son about their relationship. It also provided a retrospective of his long career.

"We're calling it 'America's Dad,' because so many young men have come up to me and said, 'Your father was my father,'" K.C. Amos told People magazine in 2023. "People of all walks of life -- even guys who look like bikers with ZZ Top beards -- have come up to me and said, 'Can I give you a hug? Your father was my father, man.' And they just want a chance to shake his hand."

Kellina Moore contributed reporting.
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Song Binbin, Poster Woman for Mao's Bloody Upheaval, Dies at 77

She was said to have been involved in the first killing of an educator during the Cultural Revolution, drawing official praise. She later apologized for her actions.

As a student leader of the militant Red Guards, Song Binbin was selected to pin an armband around the sleeve of Mao Zedong in a ceremony in 1966 in Tiananmen Square in Beijing. Apic/Getty Images



By Trip Gabriel



Oct 01, 2024 at 11:04 PM

Song Binbin, a student leader of China's Red Guards who in 1966 was embroiled in the beating death of her high school principal, one of the most notorious killings of the Cultural Revolution -- and who publicly apologized for her actions almost a half-century later -- died on Sept. 16. She was 77.

Her death was reported by a brother, Song Kehuang, on the Chinese app WeChat, saying she had died in the United States. He provided no other details.

News of her death set off renewed debate on Chinese social media about the adequacy of Ms. Song's tearful apology in 2014, as well as the Communist Party's failure to acknowledge the true toll of the Cultural Revolution, the decade-long rampage that Mao Zedong unleashed in the 1960s, claiming more than one million lives, and that remains a heavily censored topic in China.

A daughter of a prominent general in the People's Liberation Army, Ms. Song was enrolled at Beijing Normal University Girls High School when she and classmates responded to Mao's call for young people to turn against intellectuals, educators and others who supposedly held bourgeois values.

On Aug. 5, 1966, students attacked Bian Zhongyun, a 50-year-old mother of four who headed the school. She was kicked and beaten with sticks spiked with nails. After passing out, she was thrown onto a garbage cart and left to die.

Her death has been widely described as the first killing of a teacher during the Cultural Revolution, a violent spasm establishing Mao's cult of personality, with masses waving his Little Red Book of his writings.

In August and September 1966, nearly 1,800 people died in attacks by Red Guards, a militant youth group, and other zealots across Beijing, according to party estimates published in 1980.

Two weeks after Ms. Bian's death, more than one million young Red Guards thronged Tiananmen Square, where Ms. Song had been selected to pin a red armband around Mao's left sleeve as they stood atop the towering Gate of Heavenly Peace. A photograph of the moment appeared across the country. Praised by Mao, Ms. Song, at 19, became a kind of celebrity in China.

Ms. Song, center, paid respects to a bust of Bian Zhongyun, the head of a girls high school in Beijing, who was killed by students during the Cultural Revolution. Ms. Song acknowledged responsibility in the murder.  Han Meng


But the whirlwind of the Cultural Revolution soon turned on Ms. Song's family. Her father, Song Renqiong, was purged from the Communist Party in 1968, and Ms. Song and her mother were put under house arrest. The Cultural Revolution ended only when Mao died in 1976.

Ms. Song, whose family regained its prominence among China's elite, traveled to the United States, where she earned a master's degree in geochemistry from Boston University in 1983 and a Ph.D. from M.I.T. in 1989. She changed her name to Yan Song, married, became a naturalized U.S. citizen and worked for the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection.

She moved back to China in 2003.

For many years, Ms. Song kept quiet about her days in Mao's Red Guard, reflecting the official silence about the period. But given her former prominence, she faced pressure to speak as a trickle of other former Red Guards began apologizing. 

On Jan. 12, 2014, Ms. Song visited her old school and expressed remorse, bowing before a statue of Ms. Bian and delivering a 1,500-word speech. "I am responsible for the unfortunate death of Principal Bian," she said, according to The Beijing News. (Ms. Bian's title was officially deputy principal, but she was referred to as the principal because she was serving in that role at the time in an acting capacity.)

In 2004, Wang Youqin, a schoolmate of Ms. Song's who later became a historian at the University of Chicago, published "Victims of the Cultural Revolution," a book that included a description of the death of Ms. Bian and of Ms. Song's role in the turmoil at the girls' high school.

After Ms. Bian's death, Ms. Wang wrote, "Every school in China became a torture chamber, prison or even execution ground, and many teachers were persecuted to death."

Ms. Song denied that she had participated directly in the beating; she said, in fact, that she had tried to stop others who did. But she acknowledged that she and a fellow student were Red Guard leaders and that they were among the first to post so-called big-character posters -- publicly displayed signs handwritten in a large format -- denouncing teachers.

"The Cultural Revolution at Beijing Normal University Girls' High School began when I participated in posting the first big-character poster on June 2, 1966," she told The Beijing News.

Her apology prompted mixed reactions. Some Chinese welcomed her gesture; others said it was inadequate, too late or needed to be accompanied by a true reckoning from the Communist Party.

Some commenters stressed that Ms. Song should bear a greater burden because of her prominence among the Red Guards. "It's meaningless to say you witnessed a murder and then say you don't know who the killers were," said Cui Weiping, a retired professor of literature who writes about China's past, as quoted by The New York Times in 2014.

One person who was unsatisfied was Ms. Bian's widower, Wang Jingyao. He had taken photos of his wife's battered body after her death as well as of the posters that her tormentors had hung in their apartment after breaking in. One sign threatened to "hack you to pieces," another to "hold up your pigs' ears."

"She is a bad person, because of what she did," Mr. Wang told The Times in 2014, when he was 93. "She and the others were supported by Mao Zedong. Mao was the source of all evil. He did so much that was bad." 

Song Binbin was born in 1947, one of eight children of Song Renqiong and Zhong Yuelin, according to a family tree published by Bloomberg in 2012. Her father was one of the "eight elders" of the Communist Party who led the country's economic opening after Mao's death, acquiring wealth and influence.

Song Renqiong supported the Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping during the violent crackdown of protesters in Tiananmen Square in 1989. Three of his six daughters left China in the 1980s for the United States and became American citizens, according to Bloomberg.

Ms. Song married Jin Jiansheng, who was president of a Massachusetts company. He died in 2011. Her survivors include a son, Yan Jin.

At the time of her apology, when she was in her mid-60s, Ms. Song said that she had been anticipating it for some time. 

"Failure to protect the school leaders is a lifelong pain and regret," she said.

Chris Buckley contributed reporting.
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Therapy Can Be a Financial Burden. Try Telling Your Therapist That.

Many Americans who need therapy are discouraged by the cost. But there are options to make it more affordable.

Lydia Bugg went to therapy for post-traumatic stress disorder after fighting off a home intruder but found the cost prohibitive. Mustafa Hussain for The New York Times



By Jenny Singer



Sep 15, 2024 at 10:02 AM

In 2019, Lydia Bugg was working from home when a man tried to break into her house. She fought off the intruder on her porch by hitting him and screaming until he ran away. Shaken by the incident, Ms. Bugg knew what she needed to do next: see a therapist.

"I couldn't feel comfortable in my house," she said. "I really didn't feel comfortable in public."

A friend told Ms. Bugg that if she didn't get treated for post-traumatic stress disorder, or PTSD, right away, her symptoms could worsen. But in Nashville, where she lived at the time, no therapist she approached would take her insurance.

Ms. Bugg had Blue Cross Blue Shield, the most popular health care plan in Tennessee. But each therapist told her the same thing: "The way that Blue Cross Blue Shield pays people doesn't allow us to actually have the time and resources to help you," Ms. Bugg recalled.

Therapists in private practice have many reasons for not accepting insurance. If they do, they cannot negotiate with the insurance company for a higher wage, ask for a raise or be paid more commensurate with their experience. Despite a federal mental health parity law passed in 2008, insurance plans aren't actually required to cover mental health treatment.

Undeterred, Ms. Bugg found a cognitive behavioral therapist who specialized in PTSD. The therapist was "hugely helpful," she said. The therapist's fee, $170 per session, was not.

"That was a lot of money for me and my husband at the time," said Ms. Bugg, 35. To make it work, she went to therapy sporadically, going only when she could afford it. 

But seeing the therapy bills come in felt, "retraumatizing," Ms. Bugg said.

Ms. Bugg's situation -- the cost of therapy becoming a source of psychological distress -- is not unusual. Increasingly, therapy is recommended as a crucial treatment for people with mental health disorders and a kind of mandatory finishing school for well-rounded adults. Less discussed is how the cost of therapy is out of reach for many Americans.

Those who do manage to begin therapy often cannot afford to keep going: A 2022 survey of 1,000 adults in therapy from Verywell Mind, a website overseen by mental health professionals, found that nearly a third stopped going to save money and almost half were worried about continuing to pay.

Weighing the Costs

Americans routinely list personal finances as a top source of stress in their lives. Trying to address mental health concerns through costly therapy sessions can create its own anxiety loop for people seeking professional help.

"They have to decide: Is that cost worth the treatment effect, the benefit that I'm receiving from attending these sessions?" said Jeremy Coleman, the chair of the American Psychological Association's Committee on Socioeconomic Status.

With rising costs of living, Dr. Coleman said, this can be a difficult decision. People who need and want therapy often struggle with the question of whether they can put a price on their mental health.

These are the kinds of problems that one might want to discuss with a therapist. But talking about money can be difficult, even with a professional listener.

"'Hey, this service that helps me, I don't have the money for it anymore' -- it's a tough conversation to have with your plumber, let alone your therapist," said Laura Ulrich, a 27-year-old in Richmond, Va. Even when a practitioner accepts insurance, the cost of therapy can be untenable.

In 2021, Ms. Ulrich's therapy co-pay was $25. But she was earning $15 an hour working as a barista at Starbucks, and the therapy fees became a strain.

It's common for clients to say they're worried about continuing to pay their fee, said Laura Freeman, a licensed marriage and family therapist in private practice in Alpharetta, Ga. But if clients have anxiety around money, they're unlikely to say anything. "Either they will just keep paying it and live in that distress," Ms. Freeman said. "And then if they can't, then they just ghost."

When clients do bring up their financial distress they may be reminded that their therapist, however empathetic, is running a business. Nina Lee, a 33-year-old filmmaker in Atlanta, remembered a time when she confessed her financial worries to her therapist.

"I was crying to her, like, bawling about being so stressed, I can't see her," Ms. Lee said. "And I remember her just being like, 'Well, you know, when you can afford it, I'm here.' And I kind of was like, 'OK, well, if I kill myself before then, thank you.'"

Eventually, Ms. Lee qualified for membership under the Writers Guild of America, got union insurance and found a great therapist who accepted her insurance.

What clients often don't understand, said Maggie Mulqueen, a therapist in private practice in Brookline, Mass., is that private practice therapists are at the mercy of insurance companies.

Dr. Mulqueen takes some insurance plans, but, in many cases, accepting insurance "doesn't make any economic sense for me," she said.

Billing insurance adds huge amounts of unpaid administrative work and is "sometimes a nightmare," said Terrence Stewart, a licensed clinical social worker in Houston who accepts many forms of insurance.

One problem, many practitioners say, is that training programs for therapists often offer little instruction on how to talk about money with clients, or what to do when clients cannot afford therapy. The American Psychological Association's code of conduct offers little guidance about fee setting, though some professional organizations, like the American Counseling Association, encourage practitioners to do pro bono work. Some therapists, noting high rates of professional burnout and increased demand for services, encourage one another to charge more to protect themselves.

Damonde Hatfield at his job where he works as a case worker for an organization for the homeless. Ryan Young for The New York Times


Making Therapy Affordable

There are a number of ways to search for affordable therapy, each with its drawbacks: community mental health services for those who qualify, consulting your insurance company if you have one, using a digital platform that offers lower cost therapy or trying group therapy. But for those who love their current therapist but cannot afford to continue on, there are other options besides stopping therapy or paying and feeling increasingly anxious.

One way is for the therapist to directly address the business aspect of the therapeutic relationship in the first session, Dr. Mulqueen said.

"I'm very upfront," she said. "I say: 'This is my business. This is my livelihood.'" One reason for therapy sticker shock is that most people are used to annual or infrequent visits to a doctor's office but are not educated on the financial realities of regular therapy, she said.

At the same time, Dr. Mulqueen tells her patients that "therapy should not cost so much that you can't ever go out to dinner or that you can't have a social life." Her fee is $300 per session, but she takes some insurance and often negotiates sliding scale payments, for example, when clients lose their jobs.

In Ms. Freeman's private practice, she devised a sliding scale for people with incomes below a certain threshold, which she is quick to offer when they bring up a major life change like losing a job, getting divorced or becoming a parent.

But not all therapists have flexible fees. "No one ever made that offer to me," Ms. Bugg said of the therapists she approached after her home invasion.

Learning to ask for what you need -- including for a sliding scale fee -- "should be what therapy is about," said Sharon Glassburn, a licensed marriage and family therapist in New Haven, Conn., who offers lower fees and pro bono therapy in some cases. But, she cautions, clients should be aware that the therapist may not be able or willing to meet their needs.

Therapists have their own bills, liability concerns and struggles with insurance reimbursement, she said, but some could be more flexible and creative when it comes to meeting clients where they are. Another way to limit the financial stress of therapy is for the therapist and client to meet less frequently, and also to establish a clear end date.

Damonde Hatfield, 35, started seeing a therapist to deal with work stress, and to process his grief over losing two grandparents to Covid-19. As a case manager working with the homeless population in Los Angeles, his work entitled him to three therapy sessions through an employee assistance program. He felt perfectly matched with his therapist, and was thrilled that they were making progress together. But when his free sessions ran out, he couldn't afford his therapist's fee of $150 per session, and she didn't take his Kaiser insurance.

Mr. Hatfield sought therapy for work stress and the loss of two grandparents to Covid-19. After three free sessions through his job, he couldn't afford the $150 fee, and his therapist didn't accept his insurance. Ryan Young for The New York Times


"I felt hopeless," he said. It was difficult to tell his therapist that he could no longer afford to see her. She was understanding, though, and they agreed that he would reduce his visits to sessions twice a month. This isn't a perfect solution -- "It feels like the sessions are rushed," Mr. Hatfield said -- though he preferred it to quitting therapy or changing therapists.

What the therapist didn't suggest was capping their sessions. "I would love an end date," said Mr. Hatfield. "I think therapy is a journey. I think we're always learning about ourselves. But honestly, if I have to pay $150 every two weeks, I don't think I would want to do that for the rest of my life."

"The end goal isn't for the therapist and the client to be working forever," said Mr. Stewart, the therapist in Houston. "The goal usually is for the client to succeed in therapy enough so that the things they learn in therapy, they can apply independently." Therapists should discuss session limits as early as a first intake phone call, said Dr. Coleman.

Even therapists debate whether the high cost of therapy outweighs its benefits. Recently, Mr. Stewart set up an appointment with a new therapist who he believed took his insurance. But on the day of their session, her office called: His insurance wasn't going to cover the session. He would have to pay the out-of-pocket rate, $360.

"I'm not about to pay $360 for therapy," Mr. Stewart said.
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5 Days With Elon Musk on X: Deepfakes, Falsehoods and Lots of Memes

Almost a third of 171 posts last week from the X owner were false, misleading or missing vital context.






By Stuart A. Thompson
For this article, Stuart Thompson collected and fact-checked 171 posts that Elon Musk shared last week.


Sep 27, 2024 at 10:02 AM

Hours before former President Donald J. Trump spoke at a rally in New York last week, rumors started circulating online that a bomb had been discovered nearby. While the report was debunked, Elon Musk nonetheless amplified it in a post to his nearly 200 million followers on X.

It was among dozens of false or misleading posts that Mr. Musk shared on the platform from Monday to Friday last week -- after both the second presidential debate and the second apparent assassination attempt on Mr. Trump. In 171 posts and reposts during that frenetic five-day period, the tech mogul railed against illegal immigration, boosted election fraud conspiracy theories and attacked Democratic candidates, according to a New York Times analysis.

Experts who monitor falsehoods and conspiracy theories have long feared that Mr. Musk would use his ownership of X to further pollute the online ecosystem. Since he bought the platform known as Twitter in 2022, he has shown a willingness to elevate unfounded claims as he has embraced a more conservative political posture, including by endorsing Mr. Trump's presidential campaign in July.

Nearly a third of his posts last week were false, misleading or missing vital context. They included misleading posts claiming Democrats were making memes "illegal" and falsehoods that they want to "open the border" to gain votes from illegal immigrants. His misleading posts were seen more than 800 million times on X, underscoring Mr. Musk's unique role as the platform's most-followed account and a significant source of its misleading content.

Mr. Musk did not respond to requests for comment.

Mr. Musk posted plenty of jokes and memes to X last week. But his political opinions and misleading posts often garnered the most attention.

His most-viewed post, seen more than 100 million times, was a misleading projection of the presidential race that showed Mr. Trump winning most battleground states. The data was based on an outdated forecast from Nate Silver, an election modeler. By the time Mr. Musk shared the data, Mr. Silver's forecast had shifted, suggesting instead that Vice President Kamala Harris was faring better than Mr. Trump. Some users quickly noted that the data was wrong, but Mr. Musk did not remove the post or make a correction.

Though Mr. Musk said in 2022 that "Twitter needs to be politically neutral," his posts during the election campaign have increasingly reflected his personal politics, which have become more expressly conservative as he has criticized Covid-19 lockdowns, transgender rights and government regulation.

More than half of Mr. Musk's posts last week focused on politics, with particular attention to immigration, voter fraud and free speech.

They included several posts about new California laws that regulate deepfakes -- replicas meant to resemble real people that are created using artificial intelligence. In response, Mr. Musk re-shared a deepfake video of Ms. Harris and falsely claimed that the law would ban all parody. (The law has exceptions for parody and satire.)

Mr. Musk also appeared to embrace Mr. Trump's recent emphasis on immigration, including his attacks on Haitian migrants in Ohio, by airing his own criticisms of immigration policy.

In one post seen more than 20 million times, Mr. Musk falsely implied that the city manager in Springfield, Ohio, had received reports that backed up the falsehoods. In fact, the manager said there were no "credible" reports.

Mr. Musk also shared a post suggesting that unauthorized immigrants could influence the election outcome. But unauthorized immigrants cannot legally vote, and election officials have repeatedly rejected claims that they could influence elections.

Some of those posts came from far-right influencers and conspiracy theorists on X, many of whom previously stoked doubts about elections and vaccines.

Last Thursday, Mr. Musk shared a post from a right-wing influencer with more than 869,000 followers who is known for sharing conspiracy theories about Sept. 11, misinformation about Covid-19 vaccines and claims that the F.B.I. rigged the 2020 election.

Dozens of Mr. Musk's posts were flagged by X's content moderation program, called Community Notes, which relies on participating users to write corrections. Those fact-checks remain as proposals, visible only to users who decide to enroll in the Community Notes program, until a variety of those members endorse making them visible for all users.

Only one post -- the false post about the bomb outside a Trump rally -- had a visible Community Note, though there were dozens of proposed Community Notes on Mr. Musk's other posts.

Mr. Musk has not slowed down much since that Friday, the last day analyzed by The Times. The next day, he shared 54 additional posts on X, touching on immigration, the media and the election.

In a post seen more than five million times, Mr. Musk also celebrated the growth of the Community Notes program.

"Request a Community Note whenever you see misleading or simply wrong posts," he wrote.

A user submitted a Community Note on the post, highlighting the program's shortcomings. But the note was still a proposal, so the public could not see it.
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Orla Gartland Melds Honesty, Hooks and Noise

On her second album, the internet-native Irish songwriter makes a complicated relationship sound "squonky."

Orla Gartland in New York last month. The Irish songwriter built an audience for her introspective music online, starting in 2009. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times



By Jon Pareles



Oct 02, 2024 at 04:24 PM

The Irish songwriter Orla Gartland refuses to oversimplify romance on her new album, "Everybody Needs a Hero."

"Pop music for me can be a little too black-and-white sometimes," she said in a video interview from her home studio in London. "Lyrically, a love song or a breakup song can be really straightforward. But that's not my experience. The line is never that straight. You know, it's sticky and meandering. It's a lot of, like, 'I love you ... but.'"

Gartland, 29, has been her own pop cottage industry for most of her life. Raised in Dublin, she started playing Irish traditional music on fiddle when she was 5 and moved on to learn guitar, keyboard and drums. She has also mastered the crucial 21st-century skill of video self-branding, creating a constant stream of content.

Gartland started posting songs to YouTube -- covers and then originals -- in 2009, and she released her first official single in 2012. "There's something so naive in my early videos," she said. "I get very nostalgic about that era of the internet, because I do think that no one had really made a career on the internet yet."

She called that moment "really pure and good-natured, like people were putting up things because they were so alive to a community. I remember putting songs up and being absolutely fascinated by the fact that I could play a song and upload it from my bedroom in Dublin, and then someone from the Philippines could comment five minutes later."

With her debut album, "Woman on the Internet" in 2021, Gartland finally claimed credit as a producer or co-producer on her songs. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times


At 18, she moved to London to launch a full-time career in music instead of going to college. In England, she made connections with other musical YouTubers, including Lauren Aquilina, who has collaborated on some of her new songs, and Dodie, with whom she has toured as an opening act and band member.

A steadily expanding audience -- including paid Patreon subscribers to her "Secret Demo Club" -- watched Gartland's songwriting evolve from solo guitar strumming to multilayered pop constructions. Alongside touring steadily, she built her online fandom by delivering her subscribers early demos and "rambling blog posts," she said in a 2018 video. When her song "Why Am I Like This?" was used in "Heartstopper," a Netflix series about gay teenage boys falling in love, she released a detailed tutorial about its guitar parts.

As her online presence documented, Gartland started out recording in her bedroom. Now, as she showed on video from London, she has a studio stocked with guitars, keyboards, a drum kit, an upright piano and even an isolated vocal room: "Everything a girl could want." Gartland has amassed more than 292,000 followers on YouTube and more than 172,000 followers on Instagram, reflecting enough of a fandom to turn out full houses for club and theater tours in Britain, Europe and North America.

After nearly a decade of putting out singles and EPs, Gartland made her debut album, "Woman on the Internet." She had plenty of time on her own during pandemic lockdowns to work on songs in her home studio; many dealt with insecurities, betrayals and standing up for herself. Then she took her demos to a professional studio, Middle Farm in Devon, England, to flesh them out with her touring band members and other musicians.

Although Gartland had been recording and arranging her songs from the beginning, with "Woman on the Internet," released in 2021, she finally claimed credit as a producer or co-producer on her songs. "A lot of women that I know, in lots of areas of music, struggle to own a title," she said. "The more I observe people who make music, the more I fear that's a deeply female affliction. For whatever reason, they talk themselves out of owning that till the end. When I'm working with other girls, I am always trying to gas them up if I feel that they're producing. I'm just, like, 'Make sure that you are credited on your song.'"

Gartland's new album took shape over two years, with breaks for gigs and other projects. One was Fizz, a group Gartland formed with Dodie and two other songwriters, which made an album of breezily twisted vocal-harmony pop, "The Secret to Life," and went on tour.

She returned to Middle Farm to complete "Everybody Needs a Hero," with many of her previous collaborators but a more improvisational, noisier approach. Some songs were built on studio jam sessions, giving them a more organic core. Gartland was also eager to use newly untamed instrumental sounds.

"Orla was really down to explore just what kind of different worlds we could go to," said Tom Stafford, who was a musician, songwriting collaborator and co-producer on both albums, in an interview from London. "With this album she was like, 'I really want to push even further than the previous album, to go even bolder.'

"The adjective for the album was that she wanted it a bit 'squonky.' That was initially one of the words used to describe it. To just have everything be a little brash, a little bit ugly."

"Any time I've had something that's just hard to navigate, songs gave me somewhere to put it," Gartland said. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times


"Everybody Needs a Hero" uses a full-spectrum pop and rock vocabulary to chronicle the bumpy dynamics of a long-term relationship. "This whole album, it's all about one relationship and viewing it all from different sides," she said. "I'm trying to celebrate all the different ways you can feel about one person. It's just trying to see the same thing from different angles, on different days."

The album opens with a piano-and-voice ballad, "Both Can Be True," about being "four years in" to a relationship where "You make me feel high, you make me feel blue/I'm stuck in between froze and feeling everything." But then it jettisons decorum. There's raucous new wave as Gartland confronts self-doubt in "Backseat Driver," chunky rock as she boasts about being someone's "Little Chaos," and a sardonic strut in "Late to the Party," which shifts gears multiple times as she overthinks her partner's ex-lovers: "I gave you your favorite T-shirt," she sings. "She gave you trust issues."

But the album isn't all bravado. In June, Gartland released "Mine," a stark waltz about coming to grips with deep trauma. Gartland sings about the lasting damage from a boy who "said it seemed like I wanted it," and about how difficult it could be to find trust again. Over a pizzicato string arrangement, she sings, "I still remember the time you looked me dead in the eyes/and I realized that my body was mine."

Writing it was "a toughie," she said. "I thought about writing the exact song for maybe more than five years, and I never quite had the words or the courage. And when I did sit down and actually write it, the song just, like, wrote itself. I've never had that experience before."

At times, Gartland has misgivings. "My job sometimes can feel like commercializing your feelings," she said. "But any time I've had something that's just hard to navigate, songs gave me somewhere to put it. Particularly like after something hard happens: a breakup, grief, anything like that. When I think of people that don't have that as an outlet, I really feel for them."
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With Stickers on Phone Cameras, Clubs Defend the Party Vibe

It's standard practice in Berlin, and camera covering is catching on in London, Ibiza and New York as clubs seek to protect an anything-goes atmosphere.

A member of the door staff covers a patron's cellphone camera at R.S.O., a Berlin party venue. Gordon Welters for The New York Times



By Thomas Rogers
Reporting from Berlin


Sep 25, 2024 at 10:05 AM

On a recent Sunday afternoon, the line outside Berghain, the Berlin techno club, stretched for hours. Hundreds of visitors, sweating in black outfits, lined the dusty path to the door, hoping to be allowed into the former power station, which is known worldwide for its tough door policy, starry D.J. lineups and hedonistic parties lasting nearly 36 hours.

The club is also notorious because, despite its reputation as one of the world's pre-eminent techno venues, its parties aren't documented online. Clubgoers are warned at the door that photos and videos are banned: Any violation will result in expulsion. To ensure compliance, door staff place stickers on the front and back of patrons' smartphones, covering their cameras.

Although this may seem excessive to visitors, such camera policies have become standard practice in Berlin clubs as a crucial tool for maintaining an anything-goes atmosphere, and clubs elsewhere are increasingly following Berlin's lead.

Respected venues, including Fabric in London and Radion in Amsterdam have all brought in similar sticker rules in recent years. Pikes Ibiza, on the Spanish island famous for its nightlife, announced last month that all visitors must now cover their cameras, so that "what happens at Pikes stays at Pikes."

Tea Abashidze, a founder of Basement, a Brooklyn techno club that has been stickering visitors' phones since 2019, said in an email that it was part of a "cultural shift" toward "genuine, distraction-free experiences." The club rigorously enforced the rule, she said, sometimes throwing several rule-breakers out per night.

On a recent Sunday night, people lining up to enter R.S.O. were uniformly in support of the club's stickering policy. Gordon Welters for The New York Times


Daniel Plasch, a co-director of the Berlin venue R.S.O., said that the growing international popularity of such policies reflected an appreciation for the city's clubbing ethos.

"Other cities have clubs, but Berlin has a clubbing culture," he said. "There is something unifying, ritualistic about the dance floor," he added, but the atmosphere was ruined when people use their phones to take images that "they will never look at again, anyways."

"By taking a photo," Plasch said, "you are destroying the moment even as you are documenting it."

In recent decades, Berlin's clubbing scene has become more professionalized and venues like Berghain and Tresor have become some of the city's biggest tourist draws. According to a 2019 study from the city's Club Commission, visitors who come to Berlin for the clubbing contributed around $1.7 billion to the city's economy.

Paradoxically, the city's economic success has threatened the existence of many clubs, with some struggling to adapt to gentrification and conflicts with new, affluent neighbors. This month, Watergate, an influential club located on the Spree River, announced that it would be closing at the end of the year because of rising rent and energy prices.

Aside the city's exacting door policies, the no-photo rule remains one of the few ways for the venues to retain a countercultural atmosphere despite the influx of tourists. Stathis Tsitinis, a Berlin D.J. who co-founded a gay party called Power Dance Club, said that he had noticed an explosion of interest in techno among young people weaned on the internet during the pandemic.

Club founders say the stickers help to maintain a culture of freedom and privacy for patrons in their venues. Gordon Welters for The New York Times


Many of these newcomers, he added, had little sense of the unspoken laws of Berlin clubs, including the ban on photography, making it crucial to cover their cameras. "It used to be that you were part of the community, and you knew the rules, but now you can't control the quality of the clubbers," Tsitinis said. "Do you really want to be in someone's picture in your jockstrap? That's not exactly everyone's cup of tea."

Matthias Pasdzierny, a professor of musicology partly focusing on techno at Berlin's University of the Arts, said that photo bans have also allowed clubs to assert "power and control" over their image. "The less photos there are of something, the more exciting it becomes," he said. "It's very smart marketing."

People's obsession with finding out what happens inside the clubs "can be absurd," he said, noting a 2009 illustrated feature in the Sueddeutsche Zeitung, a German newspaper, that showed the interior of Berghain, drawn entirely from memory. "It almost makes it seem like a fairy tale," he said.

But on a recent Sunday night, people lining up to enter R.S.O., where the party had already been going for 20 hours, were uniformly in support of the club's stickering policy.

Zandra Hedlund, 41, a programmer who had moved to Berlin from Sweden, said that she valued the ways it allowed people to enjoy sex-positive spaces without worrying about their behavior being posted online. "When people are taking photos near me, I think about how I look, or have to try to avoid being in the photos," she said, adding that the photo ban made her feel "more relaxed."

Another clubgoer, Maud Ferrier, 25, who works as a bartender at the Kitkat Club, a fetish nightclub in the city, said that "many of the tourists really fight against the rule, because they feel like it is removing their freedom." But in the end, she said, by giving up something, they always end up feeling more free.
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She Went Viral at 8. Now She's Making Movies with Aubrey Plaza.

Maisy Stella stars in "My Old Ass," a new coming-of-age film. After years as a child actor, she says it was going to high school that helped her prepare.

The actress Maisy Stella, in Park City, Utah. Charles Sykes/Invision, via Associated Press



By Rachel Sherman



Sep 27, 2024 at 10:02 AM

Maisy Stella couldn't have guessed that the thing that would prepare her for her first major film role would be ... being a regular teenager.

In 2012, when she was 8, a video of her and her older sister, Lennon, singing Robyn's "Call Your Girlfriend" took off online -- a narrower era of the internet when harmonized covers and cup percussion could charm millions of strangers. The duet, which now has more than 31 million views, landed the pair a segment on "Good Morning America." Soon after, they were cast in the soapy country music drama, "Nashville."

But it was a four-year pause from acting Ms. Stella took after six years on "Nashville" to attend high school that laid the groundwork for her return to the screen. Now, she stars in "My Old Ass," where she plays Elliott, a restless teenager whose mushroom trip conjures her 39-year-old future self (played by Aubrey Plaza). The film, written and directed by Megan Park, plays with the buoyant idealism of youth, face-to-face with the hard-earned wisdom of adulthood.

Ms. Stella's high school sojourn of backpacks and lockers and prom -- all the things she had romanticized from watching movies -- turned out to be just the dose of adolescence she needed to play a starry-eyed Elliott.

"My prep for 'My Old Ass' was those four years," Ms. Stella, 20, said. "I can't imagine how different I would have been in the movie if I had been working consistently since the time I was eight."

"Sometimes your growth can be a little stunted when you're working so much as a kid," she added. "I think it made me feel like a real 18-year-old that wasn't acting like an 18-year-old."

At a restaurant near Central Park, Ms. Stella wore an oversized green vest and silver hoop earrings, her left hand studded with silver rings. Over a cookie plate, the actress discussed her early rise to fame, her qualms with Gen Z's portrayal onscreen and the power of manifestation.

This interview was edited and condensed for clarity.

The New York Times film critic Alissa Wilkinson called your performance "authentic and lived-in." Did it feel as natural as it's been perceived?

Where we were, I think, lends such a hand in it feeling natural. We were just in the most beautiful nature, two hours away from my hometown, where my family of a million people live -- like, I have such a huge family -- so it felt really grounding. It felt natural because all the other actors were so natural, and the writing was so natural.

In "My Old Ass," Elliott, played by Ms. Stella, left, communicates with an older version of herself, played by Aubrey Plaza. Amazon, via Associated Press


Did you bring your Canadian-ness to it?

I moved when I was young so I'm not like the most Canadian person. I've lived in America for a long time, so I'm very proud of my Canadian-ness, and I wish I was even more Canadian. But I'll never wash it off. It'll always be a big part of who I am. The second I'm in Canada, it feels like that is where I'm from. It feels very familiar and very cozy and I think it made the biggest difference that it was filmed there.

What was your first reaction to the script?

It was a perfect script. I had gotten bummed over some of the things that were made around Gen Z and was just getting a little bit like, "Oh, we don't all only speak in slang. We're not all obsessed with TikTok. We don't all hate our moms." There are many stereotypes and I think there's a way to do it where young people are still smart. You don't have to write them to be stupid. Megan [Park, the film's writer and director] gives young people a lot of credit for being smart.

What was it like to watch the film and see yourself?

I've never been more nervous for anything in my life. It had been two years since I filmed it, and I had no memory of what I had done. I was so nervous to watch it back. So much growing happens in those years -- 18 to 20 felt like a big gap. And so I was like, "Oh my God, I hope I'm not embarrassed of my 18-year-old self."

When I watched it the second time, I was able to kind of forget that it was me and just watch it as a film. I was like, "I would like this movie if I wasn't in it." And yeah, I mean, Megan is such a freak talent.

Did you say freak talent?

Yes! She's an absolute freak talent. It's insane.

Ms. Stella, left, called the director Megan Park a "freak talent." Etienne Laurent/Reuters


Tell me about your roots and how you got here.

I come from a very large, musical family. We're from Oshawa, Ontario, just outside of Toronto. I grew up to Huey Lewis and the News playing on vinyl every single morning. We didn't have cable TV. We got a TV when we got on TV. Music was really our source of entertainment, our toy.

We moved to Nashville when I was six or seven, so I was really young. But I didn't feel like we were, like, working child actors. At all. It never felt like that a day of it.

What was it like going viral at such a young age? Did you have a sense of how big it was?

YouTube was so much more limited. Now, on TikTok, a million things go viral a day. It wasn't like that on YouTube. There were very specific things that went viral. It was really rapid. We posted it and within 48 hours we were on "Good Morning America" in New York.

We were living in Nashville, and we had already booked the show "Nashville" but we were told that we couldn't do the show because we didn't have visas. They filmed a pilot with two different girls; we had kind of moved on from it. And then Lennon and I sang the song at a school talent show. My mom took a video of us singing to post for our family back home. And it just skyrocketed. And then, because we did "Good Morning America," we got our visas, and we were able to do "Nashville." It's the craziest thing ever, because it was just so meant to be.

The plot of "My Old Ass" centers on three friends, played by Kerrice Brooks, Ms. Stella, and Maddie Ziegler, who take psychedelic drugs together. AMAZON STUDIOS


You've described your family as "little witches." Say more.

We are little witches. My mom drilled in our head very witchy things as kids. She was very big on manifestation and on the power of your mind and how thinking can alter your life. It's the anchor of my entire existence. My mom always said to us, whatever you feed grows and it is so true. If you're feeding the stresses and the fears, they literally will just grow. And if you're feeding things that you want and things that you love, that will grow. I still actively manifest.

What are you actively manifesting now?

I've been manifesting being connected with the right people. Career-wise, I'm always manifesting any projects that are truly for me, and that are on my path and meant to happen. Right now, I've been very intentionally wanting to keep good people around me.

I'm such a sponge. I can find inspiration in a lot of places. My eyes well up, probably, like 50 times a day. I'm very, very moved by people. I think anybody that's ... this is going to sound so cringe, and really, I'm risking a lot saying this, but ... I will love anyone that's just completely being them.
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        Hurricane Helene Deaths Will Continue for Years, Study Suggests
        Research on hundreds of tropical storms finds that mortality keeps rising for more than a decade afterward, for reasons you might not expect.

      

      
        A Venture Capital Firm Does Something Rare: Give Money Back
        CRV, based in Silicon Valley, plans to return to investors $275 million because the market for mature start-ups has soured.

      

      
        OpenAI Completes Deal That Values Company at $157 Billion
        The A.I. start-up's valuation has risen by more than $70 billion in nine months.
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Hurricane Helene Deaths Will Continue for Years, Study Suggests

Research on hundreds of tropical storms finds that mortality keeps rising for more than a decade afterward, for reasons you might not expect.

Damage from Hurricane Helene in Horseshoe Beach, Fla. A new study shows that tropical storms result in an increase in deaths for years after the event. Nicole Craine for The New York Times



By Lydia DePillis



Oct 02, 2024 at 04:00 PM


Over the past week, the official death toll from Hurricane Helene has surpassed 100 as the vortex creeping inland from Florida submerged homes and swept away cars. But the full weight of lost lives will be realized only years from now -- and it could number in the thousands.

A paper published in the journal Nature on Wednesday lays out the hidden toll of tropical storms in the continental United States. Looking at 501 events from 1930 to 2015, researchers found that the average tropical storm resulted in an additional 7,000 to 11,000 deaths over the 15 years that followed.

Overall during the study period, tropical storms killed more people than automobile crashes, infectious diseases and combat for U.S. soldiers. It's such a big number -- especially compared with the 24 direct deaths caused by hurricanes on average, according to federal statistics -- that the authors spent years checking the math to make sure they were right.

"The scale of these results is dramatically different from what we expected," said Solomon Hsiang, a professor of global environmental policy at the Doerr School of Sustainability at Stanford University, who conducted the study with Rachel Young, the Ciriacy-Wantrup postdoctoral fellow at the University of California, Berkeley.

The pair used a technique that has also provided a more complete understanding of "excess deaths" caused by Covid-19 and heat waves. It works by looking at typical mortality patterns and isolating anomalies that could have been caused only by the variable under study -- in this case, a sizable storm.

Previously, researchers examined deaths and hospitalizations after hurricanes over much shorter periods. One study published in Nature found elevated hospitalizations among older Medicaid patients in the week after a storm. Another, in The Journal of the American Medical Association, associated higher death rates with U.S. counties hit by cyclones. A study in The Lancet found that across 14 countries, cyclones led to a 6 percent bump in mortality in the ensuing two weeks.

But despite mounting interest in the health effects of natural disasters, nobody had examined such a long period after a storm. That perhaps stands to reason: After someone survives a hurricane, it's hard to imagine what sequence of resulting events could lead to death more than a decade later.

The study doesn't answer those questions with certainty. But public health literature contains some clues.

"It makes a lot of sense that a hurricane, or tropical cyclone -- which is a substantial 'shock' to a community's functioning -- would lead to long-lasting effects," said Sue Anne Bell, an assistant professor at the University of Michigan's Center for Global Health Equity, who reviewed the study.

Dr. Bell has researched the first-order impacts of natural disasters, such as ramifications for dementia patients whose routines may have been disrupted and care teams fragmented. Cancer patients who lived through Hurricane Katrina in 2005 had lower survival rates even years later, which probably had to do with disruptions to their treatment.



But the authors also suggest more subtle, long-term changes that could overwhelm hurricane survivors. Borrowing from retirement savings to cover an uninsured loss might lead to tougher financial circumstances down the line. The stress of losing a home could worsen heart conditions that ultimately prove fatal. Hurricanes can erode local government capacity, draining resources for priorities like road safety or firefighting.

The study found that Black people bore a disproportionate mortality burden from tropical storms, partly because more live in hurricane-prone areas, but potentially also because they tend to have fewer financial resources and less access to health care.

And there are psychological effects, which can damage physical health. David Abramson, a clinical professor at New York University's School of Global Public Health, followed a group of Katrina survivors for years. He noticed an increase in substance abuse over time, which could be connected to the trauma of seeing their lives upended.

"A lot of these folks were working really hard, climbing the ladder -- all of a sudden, some event drops them back to the bottom of a ladder, and that's very dispiriting," said Dr. Abramson, who also reviewed the study. "It leads to a fatalism, giving up a little bit, risk behaviors."

Cumulatively, the study found, storms weigh most on states that are hit repeatedly, like Florida, where Dr. Hsiang and Dr. Young attribute 13 percent of overall deaths to the stormy climate.

Individual storms, however, are a heavier blow in states that are hit only occasionally, possibly because their systems and infrastructure are less prepared for it.

The threat from hurricanes is expected to increase because of climate change. Although deaths rose throughout the 20th century as the population grew on the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts, Dr. Young and Dr. Hsiang's data shows an inflection point around 2001, as storms started to become more frequent.

For that reason, even though direct deaths from storms have declined over the decades, Dr. Hsiang urged more research into the much greater number of deaths that occur long after the skies have cleared.

"When things are invisible, politicians can't respond to it, communities can't fix it," Dr. Hsiang said.
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A Venture Capital Firm Does Something Rare: Give Money Back

CRV, based in Silicon Valley, plans to return to investors $275 million because the market for mature start-ups has soured.

Four of CRV's partners, clockwise from rear left: Reid Christian, Murat Bicer, Saar Gur, and Max Gazor at the firm's office in Palo Alto, Calif. Ryan Young for The New York Times



By Erin Griffith
Reporting from San Francisco


Oct 02, 2024 at 10:02 AM

Venture capital firms raise money -- lots of it -- and invest it in start-ups in hopes of generating big returns. One thing they rarely do is give the money back.

Yet that is what CRV, one of the industry's oldest firms, is planning. The firm will tell its investors this week that it will return the $275 million that it has not yet invested from its $500 million Select fund, which is designed to back more mature start-ups.

The reason, four of the firm's partners said in a joint interview, is that market conditions have changed for the worse. The valuations for start-ups are too high relative to their potential for a payoff, the partners said.

CRV's decision is part of a reset that is happening around the venture capital industry after the go-go years of the pandemic. In 2020 and 2021, many start-ups and investment firms raised outsize funding, expecting the boom to keep going.

In the years since, the tech exuberance faded, and many start-ups cut staff or shut down. The market for initial public offerings and acquisitions -- the main ways venture capital firms earn a return on their investments -- has also been dismal.

Venture capital has always experienced booms and busts, but now, the boom and bust seem to be happening at the same time. While I.P.O.s have been infrequent and it has been hard to make strong returns for some investments, there is a frenzy to put money behind new artificial intelligence ideas.

It is a paradox that explains why CRV is plowing ahead with a fund for very new start-ups and pulling back on investing in the later rounds of more established outfits.

In 2022, CRV raised a $1 billion fund for young start-ups and $500 million for the Select fund, its second fund for more mature companies. The firm said it needed more money to accommodate the bigger investment rounds, higher valuations and the frequency of fund-raising.

But over the past year, CRV's partners realized that they were passing on lots of investment opportunities for older, more mature companies for its Select fund. The reason was the math no longer worked. CRV does not plan to raise another Select fund.

In order to generate the kind of returns that CRV's investors expected, many start-ups -- far more than ever before -- would have to wind up being worth $10 billion or more.

"The data just doesn't support that," said Saar Gur, a partner at the firm. "There aren't many really big foundational companies and big outcomes."

If CRV kept investing at current prices, Mr. Gur said, it would wind up with lower returns. So instead of settling for worse performance, the firm decided to cut the fund.

CRV will continue investing out of its $1 billion main fund and is roughly two-thirds invested. The firm has signaled to its investors that its next fund is likely to be smaller.

CRV was founded as Charles River Ventures in 1970 with the purpose of investing in companies built using research coming out of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. The firm opened an office in Silicon Valley in 1999, changed its name to CRV in 2014 and moved fully to the West Coast in 2021.

This is the second time the firm has cut its fund size. In 2002, after the dot-com bubble broke, CRV slashed its $1.2 billion fund to just $450 million. Other firms, including Mohr Davidow Ventures and Kleiner Perkins, made similar moves that year in an admission that the hype had surpassed reality for many early internet start-ups.

This time around, fewer firms have been cutting. But some have admitted that the market conditions have changed and may no longer fit their strategies. K9 Ventures, which invests in very young companies, decided not to raise another fund this year because of changes in the market. Countdown Capital, a firm focused on hardware start-ups, shut down this year for similar reasons.

Kyle Stanford, an analyst at PitchBook, a provider of investment data, said that it was rare for venture capital firms to cut their funds, but that such a move could create good will among a firm's investors, particularly when few are seeing returns in the form of I.P.O.s or acquisitions.

"For some of these mid- to large-size funds that have maybe added more funds to their strategy than they should have over the last few years, it's probably a good move," he said.

CRV has been discussing the challenges of the market with some of its investors, known as limited partners, over the last year. They were enthusiastic about the idea of getting rid of its Select fund and focusing only on the youngest companies, said Murat Bicer, a CRV partner. "We got literal high-fives in the meeting," he added.

Some limited partners have been frustrated with the expansion of venture capital funds in recent years. In 2021, 28 firms raised funds of $1 billion or more, up from just eight such funds five years earlier.

There is an incentive for venture capital firms to raise bigger and bigger funds, since they typically charge a 2 percent management fee. Larger funds means larger fees, regardless of how well the investments do.

But bigger funds also tend to have middling investment performance. Smaller venture capital funds have historically minted the highest returns, according to data from Cambridge Associates, an investor in venture capital funds since the late 1970s.

Many of CRV's limited partners have backed the firm for decades. Lawrence Rusoff, a managing director at Performance Equity Management, said other venture capital firms had been talking about the issue of venture capital funds that get too big. But so far, only CRV has opted to return any money.

"I view them as a leader in the industry related to this," he said.

CRV's decision will free up cash for Performance Equity Management to make more investments, Mr. Rusoff said. It is also more aligned with his firm's strategy of backing firms that invest in very young companies.

The move could even help conversations with start-up founders. Venture capital investors often tell their portfolio companies to stay disciplined and not raise too much money. That message is easier to deliver when you've followed your own advice.

"Do what you're good at," said Reid Christian, a partner at CRV. "That's exactly what we're doing."
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OpenAI Completes Deal That Values Company at $157 Billion

The A.I. start-up's valuation has risen by more than $70 billion in nine months.

Sam Altman, chief executive officer of OpenAI, spoke in May at a Microsoft event in Seattle. The tech giant is the start-up's biggest investor. Chona Kasinger/Bloomberg



By Cade Metz
Reporting from San Francisco


Oct 02, 2024 at 06:00 PM

OpenAI said on Wednesday that it had completed a $6.6 billion fund-raising deal that nearly doubles the high-profile company's valuation from just nine months ago.

The new fund-raising round, led by the investment firm Thrive Capital, values OpenAI at $157 billion, according to two people with knowledge of the deal. Microsoft, the chipmaker Nvidia, the tech conglomerate SoftBank, the United Arab Emirates investment firm MGX and others are also putting money into OpenAI.

The company started the A.I. boom in 2022 with the release of its online chatbot, ChatGPT, sparking a race to invest in start-ups that develop similar technology. And its latest investment round indicates that the tech industry's excitement over artificial intelligence remains strong, despite concerns about the effectiveness and the safety of the technology.

That should offer relief to other A.I. start-ups. While the tech industry's biggest companies have been pouring billions of dollars into A.I. projects, investments in start-ups working on the technology cooled this year.

One reason for the slowdown was concern that small companies could not compete with the likes of Google, Amazon and Microsoft, and a number of start-ups were essentially swallowed by the tech giants.

But OpenAI's profile has given it a major head start, and its revenues are rising quickly. The start-up expects about $3.7 billion in sales this year, according to financial documents reviewed by The New York Times. The company now has about 1,700 employees, after adding more than 1,000 in the last nine months.

OpenAI is losing billions of dollars, however, because of the unusually high cost of building and running A.I. technologies like ChatGPT. It expects to lose roughly $5 billion after paying for costs related to running its services and other expenses, according to an analysis of the documents by a financial professional.

Thrive Capital has invested about $1.3 billion in OpenAI, with $750 million coming from its own fund and $550 million from other investors through an instrument called a special purpose vehicle, according to a person familiar with the deal. Thrive also has the option to invest up to $1 billion more in OpenAI at the same $157 billion valuation through 2025, the person said. Other investors do not have that option.

"Every week, over 250 million people turn to ChatGPT regardless of the scale of the challenge -- whether it's communicating with someone who speaks another language or solving the toughest research problems," Sarah Friar, OpenAI's chief financial officer, said in a statement.

The new funding arrives as the start-up, which was valued at $80 billion nine months ago, fights through growing pains. Executives are still trying to repair the company's reputation after its board of directors unexpectedly fired the chief executive, Sam Altman, in 2023. He was reinstated five days later, but OpenAI has lost several high-profile employees since then, including Ilya Sutskever, its chief scientist and a co-founder.

Last week, OpenAI's chief technology officer, Mira Murati, as well as its chief research officer, Bob McGrew, and its vice president of research, Barret Zoph, said they were leaving the company.

The leadership tumult coincided with OpenAI's efforts to close its fund-raising round. At least one company that explored investing, Apple, backed away and declined to invest, two people said.

(The Times sued OpenAI and Microsoft in December for copyright infringement of news content related to A.I. systems.)

Some of the unrest stems from OpenAI's unusual structure. Mr. Altman, Elon Musk and others founded the A.I. research lab in 2015 as a nonprofit. But after Mr. Musk left the organization and stopped providing funding, Mr. Altman transformed OpenAI into what is called a capped-profit company, so that he could raise the billions of dollars needed to build A.I.

That meant OpenAI could provide a return for investors, but those profits were limited. The company was still governed by its original board of directors, which did not answer to investors.

OpenAI has also long been in talks to restructure itself as a for-profit company. But that is not expected to happen until sometime next year, according to two people with knowledge of the company's plans.

Under the terms of the new investment round, OpenAI has two years to transform into a for-profit business or its funding will convert into debt, according to documents reviewed by The Times.
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Olivia Nuzzi, Reporter Linked to R.F.K. Jr., Accuses Ex-Fiance of Harassment

Her former fiance, the Politico reporter Ryan Lizza, has vehemently denied the allegation, which she filed in a court complaint and to the F.B.I.

Olivia Nuzzi accused her former fiance, Ryan Lizza, of taking "damaging information" to her employer, New York magazine, and of distributing materials to the media that she said she believed to be doctored. Randy Shropshire/Getty Images



By Katie Robertson



Oct 02, 2024 at 12:33 AM

Olivia Nuzzi, the star political writer for New York magazine who was placed on leave after she disclosed her personal relationship with Robert F. Kennedy Jr., has accused her former fiance of a campaign of harassment and blackmail, according to court filings.

In a complaint filed in Superior Court of the District of Columbia, Ms. Nuzzi accused the former fiance, Ryan Lizza, a top political reporter at Politico, of hacking her devices and stealing a device to surveil her and collect materials to pressure her back into a relationship with him.

She accused Mr. Lizza of bringing "damaging information" to the attention of her employer and of distributing materials to the media that she said she believed to be doctored.

She also claimed in the complaint that Mr. Lizza had threatened her with violence to coerce her into assuming his financial responsibility in a joint book contract, and "explicitly threatened to make public personal information about me to destroy my life, career and reputation -- a threat he has since carried out."

On Tuesday, the court granted Ms. Nuzzi a temporary protection order against Mr. Lizza, which requires him to have no contact with Ms. Nuzzi, and ordered him to "immediately cease using any illegally obtained information." The protective order was first reported by CNN.

Mr. Lizza said the allegations against him were not true. "I am saddened that my ex-fiancee would resort to making a series of false accusations against me as a way to divert attention from her own personal and professional failings," he said. "I emphatically deny these allegations, and I will defend myself against them vigorously and successfully."

Ms. Nuzzi told The New York Times that she had also made similar accusations to the Federal Bureau of Investigation last week. The F.B.I. declined to comment.

On Tuesday night, a Politico spokesman said Politico and Mr. Lizza had "mutually agreed that it is in everyone's best interest for him to step back and take a leave of absence" while an internal investigation is conducted.

Mr. Lizza, the chief Washington correspondent for Politico, has denied all accusations against him. Paul Morigi/Getty Images


Ms. Nuzzi's relationship with Mr. Kennedy, whom she profiled last year when he was running for president, came to light in September after the editor of New York magazine asked her about it. In a statement at the time, Ms. Nuzzi said that the relationship had at times "turned personal" but that it had not been physical. Mr. Kennedy ended his independent run for president in August and has since endorsed former President Donald J. Trump.

Speculation has swirled in media circles about how the editor, David Haskell, found out about the relationship, which was then reported by Oliver Darcy in his newsletter, Status.

New York magazine placed Ms. Nuzzi on leave and said in a statement that although an initial review of her reporting on the 2024 presidential campaign had found "no inaccuracies nor evidence of bias," it would undertake a third-party review.

A representative for Mr. Kennedy said in a statement last month that he had "only met Olivia Nuzzi once in his life for an interview she requested, which yielded a hit piece."
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Tesla Sales Increase, Suggesting Electric Car Demand Is Rebounding

The automaker reported a gain of 6.4 percent for the latest quarter, its first such increase this year.

Tesla increased sales in part by offering car loans with relatively low interest rates. Justin Sullivan/Getty Images



By Jack Ewing and Neal E. Boudette



Oct 02, 2024 at 02:07 PM

Tesla said Wednesday that its global sales of cars and trucks rose 6.4 percent in the third quarter, the first quarterly increase the company has reported this year and a sign that demand for electric cars may be recovering as interest rates fall.

The automaker delivered 463,000 vehicles from July through September, up from 435,000 a year earlier, offering hope to investors that the company's sales have stabilized after falling in the first half of the year.

The sales data were just below the expectations of Wall Street analysts, and Tesla's share price fell 3.5 percent on Wednesday.

Tesla boosted sales in part by offering 2.5 percent financing to qualified buyers in the United States, well below the market interest rate. It will be easier for the company, which is led by Elon Musk, to offer cheaper financing after the Federal Reserve cut interest rates by half a percentage point in September, the first of what is expected to be a series of cuts. Central banks in Europe, China and elsewhere have also been lowering rates.

Interest rates determine the size of monthly car payments and are often more important to buyers than sticker prices. That's why many analysts think car sales in the United States in particular could rise as the Fed cuts rates more.

"There is a contingent of folks who are going to say, 'Now is not the right time to commit $50,000 to a new vehicle,'" said Charles Chesbrough, a senior economist at Cox Automotive, a research firm. "They may just decide to wait a few months until after the election, until after the Middle East calms down, until they see if the Fed cuts rates further."

Tesla's share of electric car sales has fallen as rivals like General Motors, Hyundai, Ford Motor and BMW have offered more battery-powered models. But Tesla still accounts for almost half of electric car sales in the United States and sets the tone for the market here and in other countries.

Sales of electric cars, while still growing, have fallen short of expectations and prompted G.M., Ford, Volvo and others to scale back or slow down investment in electric vehicle production. A rebound in Tesla's sales could signal faster growth of electric models, a pillar of efforts by the Biden administration to fight climate change.

On Tuesday, G.M. said sales of its electric models in the United States in the third quarter jumped 60 percent from a year earlier, to more than 32,000. The company's U.S. sales of all vehicles fell about 2 percent in the quarter.

On Wednesday Ford reported a 12 percent increase in U.S. electric vehicle sales in the third quarter, to about 23,500, and a 0.7 percent gain in overall car and truck sales.

Tesla still faces significant challenges and questions about its strategy. The company's sales have recovered in China, the largest car market in the world. But the Chinese auto market is very competitive, and many automakers are losing money or earning meager profits there.

In Europe, electric vehicle sales are slumping after Germany slashed subsidies for buyers. Tesla remains reliant on just two cars -- the Model Y sport utility vehicle and the Model 3 sedan -- for most of its sales, while rivals like G.M. and Hyundai-Kia offer more choices, newer designs and often lower prices.

G.M.'s best-selling battery-powered model is a new electric version of the Chevrolet Equinox S.U.V. G.M. sold more than 9,700 in the third quarter, and this week started selling an entry-level model of that car that starts at $35,000 before federal and state breaks. The cheapest Tesla Model Y sells for about $45,000 before tax incentives.

In addition to selling cars that are more expensive, Tesla appears to be struggling because Mr. Musk has alienated many potential buyers with his provocative statements on X, the social media site he owns, and his vocal support of former President Donald J. Trump and conservative causes. Centrist and left-leaning consumers are much more likely than conservatives to buy electric cars.

Mr. Musk has staked the future of Tesla on autonomous driving, while saying little about plans for new models. On Oct. 10, the company plans to unveil a self-driving taxi, but analysts are skeptical that Tesla is as close as Mr. Musk says to developing a vehicle that can navigate without human intervention.

There is speculation that Tesla will also unveil a cheaper passenger car on the same day, expanding the number of people who can afford a Tesla. The company has said it is working on a such a product, but has not confirmed that it will show the vehicle this month or when it might go on sale.
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Victim's Unsealed Testimony Reveals New Details in Epstein Case

The woman testified in a now-settled lawsuit against JPMorgan Chase on behalf of hundreds of Jeffrey Epstein's victims.

A protest group with signs of Jeffrey Epstein in front of the federal courthouse in Manhattan in 2019. Stephanie Keith/Getty Images, via Getty Images



By Matthew Goldstein



Oct 02, 2024 at 04:21 PM

One of Jeffrey Epstein's many sexual abuse victims said the financier often had her followed and was so controlling that she felt she could not break free, according to a recently unsealed deposition in a now-settled class-action lawsuit against JPMorgan Chase.

Excerpts from testimony by the woman identified in the lawsuit as Jane Doe 1, who served as the lead plaintiff in the litigation filed on behalf of hundreds of sexual abuse victims, were unsealed on Wednesday after a motion by The New York Times to Judge Jed Rakoff of Federal District Court in Manhattan.

"I was leaving and another girl would be arriving," Jane Doe 1 testified in March 2023. "Like it depended on his wants and needs on a weekly basis. I could be there every single day or go there twice in one day. We were coming and going and overlapping. There were girls there all the time."

JPMorgan, the nation's largest bank, agreed to settle the lawsuit last year and paid $290 million in compensation to nearly 200 women who had been sexually abused by Mr. Epstein, many of them teenagers at the time.

The lawsuit against JPMorgan, filed in 2022, accused the bank of ignoring repeated red flags about Mr. Epstein's sex-trafficking operation for more than a decade because he had been a lucrative client. In settling the lawsuit, the bank said at the time that the settlement was "in the best interests of all parties."

Mr. Epstein was arrested on federal sex-trafficking charges in July 2019. He died a month later of an apparent suicide while in federal custody in Manhattan.

The woman said in the deposition that she had agreed to serve as the lead plaintiff in that lawsuit out of a "duty" to other victims. She said she was one of about a dozen victims who spoke anonymously at a court hearing in federal court in Manhattan just weeks after Mr. Epstein killed himself.

J.P. Morgan agreed last year to settle a lawsuit brought by Mr. Epstein's victims accusing the bank of ignoring repeated red flags about the financier because he had been a lucrative client. Haruka Sakaguchi for The New York Times


The excerpts contain descriptions of Mr. Epstein's paying her $300 for sexual encounters and in a few cases as much as $800. The testimony also reveals details about Mr. Epstein's emotional abuse of victims.

The woman testified that Mr. Epstein had sexually abused her too many times to remember. "There were a lot of threesomes that I was forced to participate in," she said.

She testified that she had needed the cash payments, and that Mr. Epstein had her followed when she wasn't visiting his Manhattan mansion.

"I was so hungry and so financially burdened that you're desperate in those times," she said during the deposition. "And although I didn't want to talk to him again, I didn't have a choice."

She testified that Mr. Epstein had once been upset with her for not informing him about a trip. It's unclear from her testimony what the consequences were.

"I didn't realize that I was basically on call," she said. "I was not allowed to go anywhere without his permission." She added, "He kept tabs on me, he had me followed."

Last month, Judge Rakoff ordered about 40 pages of her deposition unsealed. The real names of Jane Doe 1 and other victims were redacted.

In the class-action complaint, lawyers said Jane Doe 1 was a ballet dancer in New York and was living with her mother in 2006 when she met Mr. Epstein. The complaint said she had been recruited by another female victim.

In her deposition, the woman said that the first time she went to Mr. Epstein's, she thought it was to give him a traditional massage. But over a series of visits, the massages became more sexual. She said that she later confronted the victim who had introduced her to Mr. Epstein and that the woman apologized and they eventually became friends.

Jane Doe 1 said she had also reluctantly introduced at least one woman to Mr. Epstein.

Judge Rakoff declined to unseal three other excerpts requested by The Times, citing privacy concerns.
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Bret Stephens


We Absolutely Need to Escalate in Iran

Iranians celebrate in Tehran on Tuesday after the attack on Israel. Atta Kenare/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Bret Stephens
Opinion Columnist


Oct 02, 2024 at 03:39 AM

Long before he met with his overdue demise last week, Hassan Nasrallah, the leader of Hezbollah, offered a theological explanation for why Israel had come into existence.

"The Jews will gather from all parts of the world into occupied Palestine," he said in a 2002 speech, of which there is an audio recording. "Not in order to bring about the Antichrist and the end of the world, but rather that Allah the glorified and most high wants to save you from having to go to the ends of the world, for they have gathered in one place -- they have gathered in one place -- and there the final and decisive battle will take place."

In other words, Israel was one-stop shopping for killing all Jews.

I thought of Nasrallah's words on Tuesday while watching images of Iranian ballistic missiles raining down on Israel, fortunately causing only slight damage, thanks mainly to Israeli and American air defenses. What if one of those missiles had been tipped with a nuclear warhead -- a warhead whose construction Western intelligence agencies, even Mossad, had somehow missed? If nothing else, it would have fulfilled Nasrallah's prophecy and his fondest hopes.

That possibility is no longer far-off. This year, Secretary of State Antony Blinken warned that Iran was within a week or two of being able to produce enough weapons-grade uranium for a nuclear bomb. Even with the requisite fissile material, it takes time and expertise to fashion a nuclear weapon, particularly one small enough to be delivered by a missile. But a prime goal for Iran's nuclear ambitions is plainly in sight, especially if it receives technical help from its new best friends in Russia, China and North Korea.

Now's the time for someone to do something about it.

That someone will probably be Israel, which has spent two decades successfully delaying, but not stopping, Iran's nuclear program through sabotage, assassinations of leading scientists, cyberattacks, document heists and other covert acts. As I write, Benjamin Netanyahu, the prime minister, is promising consequences for Iran's attacks, though it isn't yet clear what they might be. The last time Iran tried to hit Israel with ballistic and cruise missiles, in April, President Biden put heavy pressure on Israel to rein in its response to a symbolic minimum.

It would be a mistake to give the same advice now. Iran presents an utterly intolerable threat not only to Israel but also to the United States and whatever remains of the liberal international order we're supposed to lead. It is waging a war on unarmed commercial ships through its Houthi proxies in Yemen. It has used other proxies to attack and kill American troops stationed in allied countries. It encouraged or ordered Hezbollah to fire nearly 9,000 rockets into Israel, supposedly in solidarity with Hamas, before Israel finally began retaliating with full force last month. And it appears to be seeking Donald Trump's assassination, according to reporting by The Times -- a direct assault on American democracy, no matter how anyone feels about the former president.

There needs to be a direct and unmistakable American response. Iran currently produces many of its missiles at the Isfahan missile complex. At a minimum, Biden should order it destroyed, as a direct and proportionate response to its aggressions. There is a uranium enrichment site near Isfahan, too.

Elsewhere, Iran's economy relies overwhelmingly on a vast and vulnerable network of pipelines, refineries and oil terminals, particularly on Kharg Island in the Persian Gulf. The administration can put the regime on notice that the only way it will save this infrastructure from immediate destruction is by ordering Hezbollah and the Houthis to stand down and to pressure Hamas to release its Israeli hostages. We can't simply go on trying to thwart Iran by defensive means only -- fighting not to win but merely not to lose.

Critics of a hard-line approach will reply that it invites escalation. Yet for nearly four years, the administration's diplomatic outreach to Tehran, along with its finely calibrated responses to Iranian aggression, has done nothing to deter it from striking us and our allies. Notice that the Iranians began asking for the nuclear negotiations they spurned for the past three years only once they started to fear that Trump might return to office. Bully regimes respond to the stick.

As for Israel, it has demonstrated again that its investment in missile-defense technologies that critics said would never work has paid off, chiefly in hundreds or thousands of lives saved. The same type of counterconventional wisdom will serve it well as it completes Hezbollah's decapitation in Lebanon and Hamas's evisceration in Gaza. Wars, once entered, need to be fought through to an unequivocal victory.

That's a point Americans have chosen to ignore in recent years, and not to our benefit. As Israelis consider their response to Iran's missile outrage this week, they know they have no such luxury.
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Guest Essay


'Vance's Excellent Reviews Will Enrage Trump': 13 Writers on Who Won the Vice-Presidential Debate

 Illustration by The New York Times; source photographs by Kenny Holston/The New York Times and Matt Rourke/Associated Press



By New York Times Opinion



Oct 02, 2024 at 10:02 AM

Times Opinion asked 13 of our columnists and contributors to watch the vice-presidential debate on Tuesday night and assess who won and who lost. We also asked them to weigh in on the quality of the debate. Were the candidates inspiring, or was their face-off a depressing sign of everything that's wrong with American politics?

Here's what our columnists and contributors thought of the event. In a new feature, readers can score the debate, too, by dropping a pin on the scorecard to see how they stack up against other readers, as well as our contributors.

Who won and why

Binyamin Appelbaum, member of the editorial board JD Vance was more effective in presenting a version of his party's ticket that might broaden its appeal. He made Trumpism sound polite, calm and coherent. The question is whether voters will credit a performance so strikingly at odds with the behavior and views of the man he was purporting to represent.

Josh Barro, author of the newsletter Very Serious Vance was far nimbler than the nervous Tim Walz, especially in the first half of the debate. But as the debate went on, Vance stumbled on two issues -- abortion and the 2020 election -- where his rhetorical skill could not salvage the very unappealing material he was working with.

Charles M. Blow, Times columnist Walz won. You could tell that he was a teacher, because he clearly did his homework. Anyone afraid that Vance would roll over him could breathe easily. Vance seemed to have been told not to come across as a condescending valedictorian. But he might have heeded that advice too well. Vance's performance was anemic. Also, he had to contort himself to dodge Donald Trump's statements and his own past statements.

Jamelle Bouie, Times columnist It's a pretty straightforward verdict: Vance won this debate. It's not hard to see why. He has spent most of his adult life selling himself to the wealthy, the powerful and the influential. He is as smooth and practiced as they come. He has no regard for the truth. He lies as easily as he breathes. We saw this throughout the debate. He told Americans that there are 20 million to 25 million "illegal aliens" -- a lie. He told Americans that Mexico is responsible for the nation's illegal gun problem -- a lie. He told Americans that Trump actually tried to save the Affordable Care Act -- a lie. If Vance had to sell the benefits of asbestos to win office, he would do it well and do it with a smile.

Jane Coaston, contributing Opinion writer Vance seemed smoother and more practiced, but "won" is a very strong term here.

Gail Collins, Times columnist Calling it a draw just because Walz was so bad in much of his delivery. Vance was a much more forceful speaker while spewing lies on everything from abortion to Biden's foreign policy.

 Alex Kent/Getty Images


Ross Douthat, Times columnist For Vance, it was a commanding performance. For Walz, it was a nervous ramble. For the audience, it was the most civil and substantive debate of the Trump era.

Matt Labash, author of the newsletter Slack Tide Nobody truly dominated. But I'm giving the slight edge to Walz, since Vance embarrassingly soft-pedaled Jan. 6 and Trump posted this to Truth Social during the debate: "More Notes! Why Can't Walz just remember what he has to say? Low IQ!" Reminding us that Vance's boss should watch more Hallmark Channel, less Newsmax.

Katherine Mangu-Ward, editor of Reason Vance won. Compared with the candidates in the presidential debates, both vice-presidential candidates performed admirably. But if you watch enough "Love Is Blind," you can forget that Jane Austen exists. Vance was facile and light on his feet, but this debate will not go down in the annals of great political rhetoric.

Daniel McCarthy, editor of the periodical Modern Age Vance won with a stronger start, then Walz lost with a closing statement boasting of a Harris coalition "from Bernie Sanders to Dick Cheney to Taylor Swift." Socialism, endless war and manufactured teen feelings are the last things voters want or need in November.

Megan K. Stack, contributing Opinion writer Vance nimbly reframed questions to his advantage, sounded deeply concerned about ordinary Americans and managed to appear forthright even when sidestepping or dissembling. Vance ran circles around Walz. Until the very end, when the question of Jan. 6 and democracy shook Walz awake, he often looked woolly and discombobulated, widened eyes suggesting panic.

Farah Stockman, member of the editorial board I'd call it a tie. Vance did an excellent job of impersonating a decent man. Walz flubbed a number of answers -- and dodged a question about whether he lied about being in China during the Tiananmen protests in 1989. But he recovered.

Peter Wehner, contributing Opinion writer Vance. He was sharp and in command and proved he's an excellent debater. At times he tried too hard to appear likable; I came away more convinced that he's a hollow man, radioactive and incendiary one day, conciliatory and agreeable the next. But the "good Vance" did a lot to repair his tattered image.

Most pivotal moment

Appelbaum The exchange on immigration. Vance played on fears of immigrants and deftly deflected a question about the dangers of such language by insisting he was focused on the welfare of "American citizens." Meanwhile, instead of folksy Walz, the audience got a lecture on legislative procedure.

Barro Asked whether Trump lost the 2020 election, Vance replied "Tim, I'm focused on the future," then pivoted to talk about the past: about pressure government officials put on social media platforms in 2021 to censor posts related to Covid. While some of Vance's redirections in the debate were effective, this one just highlighted how he sold his soul to get on the ticket.

Blow Walz kept invoking his policies as governor and how national policies affected his state. Vance had no corresponding examples. It was a subtle but effective way of underscoring Walz's executive governing experience, which marked him as more of a leader.

Bouie Vance won overall, but if there was one pivotal moment, it came at the end, when he refused to admit that Joe Biden won the 2020 presidential election. Vance might have undermined his entire performance by indulging Trump's election denialism.

Coaston Vance's complete nonanswer to the Jan. 6 question.

Collins Maybe just when the Democratic vice-presidential candidate walked in, appearing super-nervous. That charming grin he's so famous for was more of a desperate stare.

 Brendan Mcdermid/Reuters


Douthat Vance set the tone during the initial foreign policy questions, when he offered a variation on the famous "Are you better off than you were four years ago?" question for world affairs and Walz could barely muster a response. That was the pattern of the whole night: Vance reliably gave the strongest version of the Trumpian case (including in areas where the Trumpian case is weak); Walz only intermittently offered anything like an effective counter and hardly ever turned the tables.

Labash There really weren't any. Even though I just watched the debate, I've already forgotten it. So many factlets recited from memory, without anyone saying anything memorable. Maybe the Trump years have ruined vanilla politics forever.

Mangu-Ward In the final minutes, Walz landed confident hits on the facts and implications of Jan. 6. The debate didn't go his way, but he finished robustly with the point that Trump's behavior that day is the strongest case against a Trump-Vance ticket.

McCarthy Vance had a tougher second half than Walz but ended on a decisive point in favor of the Trump ticket: Harris has been in office for nearly four years and can't credibly promise change, or as Vance put it, "Day 1 was 1,400 days ago, and her policies have made these problems worse."

Stack Addressing Jan. 6, Walz finally found his voice and clarity. Suddenly the dynamic flipped, with Vance waffling and then pivoting to censorship rather than engaging with Trump's efforts to subvert the results of the last election. But this moment came so late in the evening, it felt more like an epilogue than the main event.

Stockman When Vance portrayed Trump as the savior of Obamacare. The people I was watching with laughed out loud. They also laughed when Walz asked Vance whether Trump lost the 2020 election and Vance replied, "I'm focused on the future."

Wehner There wasn't one. A vice-presidential debate wouldn't have mattered under any circumstances, but this one won't move the needle at all. The debaters were at times respectful and agreed with each other, but the debate itself will be forgotten by the end of the week.

Something small but revealing ...

Appelbaum For 90 minutes, this debate felt almost like a throwback to a more innocent time when all that was at stake in a presidential election was peace and prosperity. Then in the final few minutes, anyone still watching was reminded that Vance, like his running mate, doesn't regard himself as bound by the results of democratic elections. It was a strange thing to save for the end.

Barro While a lot of predebate coverage focused on the idea that Walz and Vance have an unusual level of animus, the debate was remarkably civil, policy-focused and normal. It's a preview of what politics might look like someday when we again have an election not involving Trump.

Blow Vance's cerise tie was ... a choice.

Bouie Vance's quip that many Americans don't agree with him on abortion really underplayed the fact that his position -- that there's little to nothing that would entitle a woman to terminate a pregnancy -- is toxic to a vast majority of Americans.

Coaston Vance saying that Republicans needed to "earn" back the trust of the American people on abortion. I wonder why. Once again, Dobbs remains the single greatest "dog that caught the car" moment in political history.

Collins When Walz pointed out that, despite his claims to the contrary, Trump did lose the election in 2020 and Vance replied, "I'm focused on the future."

Douthat On almost every policy issue that came up, Vance was armed with much more detail than Walz; on many of those policy issues, he staked out a position that could be framed as more moderate or centrist than his party's orthodoxy. That's a very Bill Clintonian combination, one that wins debates -- and elections.

 Kenny Holston/The New York Times


Labash Interesting that Vance -- normally so preoccupied with masculinity issues -- wore a hot pink tie. Is he showing us his softer side?

Mangu-Ward In an exchange about censorship, the candidates squabbled over what constitutes "shouting fire in a crowded theater." That phrase turns up, like a bad penny, anytime someone is struggling to justify unconstitutional censorship. It originates in the context of Schenck v. United States, a 1919 Supreme Court case about anti-draft pamphleting, and it is one of the most misunderstood and misused phrases in legal history.

McCarthy Walz often talked about farms, whereas Vance emphasized manufacturing. Walz's agricultural focus might have helped him in Minnesota, but it's a gamble when the industrial work force is likely to be decisive in Pennsylvania and other battleground states this year.

Stack The candidates were each asked about embarrassing or dishonest statements. Walz rambled and fumbled and called himself a "knucklehead" but never explained, even when pressed by the moderator. Vance, on the other hand, simply said that he'd been wrong and wanted to be honest about having been wrong.

Stockman Vance admitted several times that his party had lost trust on abortion.

Wehner Vance -- because he was quite good and Trump was so awful -- must have had MAGA Republicans all over the country admit, if only to themselves, that Trump is not just flawed but deranged. For them, it must have been 90 minutes of enormous relief. Oh, and Vance's excellent reviews will enrage Trump. So will the fact that Vance seemed more interested in repairing his own image than being Trump's attack dog.

Charles M. Blow, Jamelle Bouie, Gail Collins and Ross Douthat are Times columnists.

Binyamin Appelbaum is a member of the editorial board.

Josh Barro writes the newsletter Very Serious and is the host of the podcast "Serious Trouble."

Jane Coaston is a contributing Opinion writer.

Matt Labash, formerly a national correspondent at The Weekly Standard, is the author of "Fly Fishing With Darth Vader" and writes the newsletter Slack Tide.

Katherine Mangu-Ward is the editor in chief of Reason magazine.

Daniel McCarthy is the editor of Modern Age: A Conservative Review.

Megan K. Stack is a contributing Opinion writer.

Farah Stockman is a member of the editorial board.

Peter Wehner is a contributing Opinion writer and a senior fellow at the Trinity Forum who served in the administrations of Presidents Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush and George W. Bush.
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Serge Schmemann


'If Germany Can Do It, Why Can't We?'

Officers in Germany stop a car near the border with Poland. Jens Schlueter/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Serge Schmemann
Mr. Schmemann, a former Bonn, Germany, bureau chief for The Times, is a member of the editorial board.


Oct 02, 2024 at 10:01 AM

In 2015 when Angela Merkel, the former center-right chancellor of Germany, declined to shut her country's doors to asylum seekers coming into Europe, she garnered bouquets from liberals, but also hoots from the far right and grumbling from European neighbors miffed that Germany was unilaterally taking the high ground without taking their interests into account.

Nine years later, the tables have turned. In September, the government of Chancellor Olaf Scholz, a center-left Social Democrat, ordered border controls along Germany's wide-open western and northern borders to catch undocumented immigrants. The controls were already in force along the eastern and southern borders with Poland, the Czech Republic, Austria and Switzerland, but as of Sept. 16 they were extended to the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, Denmark and France.

Again, the neighbors fumed. Here was Germany once again breaking European solidarity -- this time along the low road -- when the whole of the European Union was feeling overwhelmed by a rising tide of immigrants from the Middle East, Africa and, most recently, Ukraine.

Germany was the country that had declared they should all be let in -- "Wir schaffen das" ("We can do this") was Ms. Merkel's grand promise in 2015. But now that immigration had become an acute political problem for Berlin, the Germans were pushing unwanted refugees back into neighboring countries that had just as little interest, and no greater responsibility, for taking them in.

The mass migration of people seeking refuge from war and poverty in prosperous democracies has become a major challenge of the 21st century. While it has posed differing and often real problems in different parts of North America and Europe, a common repercussion has been the rise of far-right movements, which feed popular -- and often misguided -- fears of invading alien tribes stealing jobs and benefits, spreading terrorism and crime and diluting national cultures and identities. The far right recently scored big in elections to the European Parliament and in France, and immigration is a primary weapon in Donald Trump's presidential campaign.

Germany, Europe's economic powerhouse and a state with generous social services, has been a prime destination for refugees. Their number reached a record 3.48 million refugees and others fleeing conflict, including Ukrainians, as of the end of June, by far the most of any European state. The public has reacted accordingly. A recent poll in Germany found that 44 percent of respondents said migration and refugees are the country's most pressing problem, and about 77 percent said Germany needed a change in its policies.

One consequence has been the rapid rise, after Ms. Merkel flung open the borders, of Alternative for Germany, or AfD, a far-right party that has morphed into a rabidly anti-immigration and anti-Muslim party that the German intelligence service has classified as "suspected extremist." Once a marginal political player, AfD came in first and second, respectively, in state elections in the eastern states of Thuringia and Saxony. Those elections came in the wake of popular fury over a horrific knife attack in the western city of Solingen, allegedly by a Syrian whose asylum claim had been denied.

The Social Democrats did well in recent elections in Brandenburg, but the victory was tenuous. It's estimated the AfD came in second by a scant percentage point or two, and exit polls indicated that three-quarters of those who voted for the Social Democrats did so only to block the AfD.

Announcing the extended border controls, the German interior minister, Nancy Faeser, explained that the measure was necessary to protect against "acute dangers posed by Islamist terrorism and serious crime." European Union rules do allow temporary controls for six months, but only "as a last resort measure, in exceptional situations."

Germany's neighbors saw nothing of the sort. What they saw was a shaky government in dire political straits trying to co-opt some of the right's political thunder.

There were few initial indications of how well the border measures were working, but the effect was probably not great. Germany's western borders have been open for decades in the Schengen border-free zone in western Europe, and countless highways and byways freely crisscross state boundaries.

Even if it is largely symbolic, the images of German police searching cars aroused acrimonies old and new -- and some schadenfreude on the far right. Austria has already angrily declared that it would not accept anyone rejected by Germany, while Geert Wilders, whose AfD-like anti-immigration party won the largest share of seats in Dutch elections last year, asked, "If Germany can do it, why can't we?"

What happens in Germany invariably takes on a special significance, in part because it is the most populous country in Europe, but also because of its Nazi past. When a provincial leader of a far-right party in Germany spouts banned Nazi rhetoric, as Bjorn Hocke, who led the AfD to victory in Thuringia, was found guilty of doing, that generates greater concern than it would elsewhere in Europe or the United States.

But what bugs Germany's neighbors more these days is what they see as a big, powerful and overbearing neighbor paying ever less heed to the high-minded principles of European solidarity, especially on an issue as intractable and Europe-wide as migration. "There's an impatience with Germany, with its somewhat smug assumption of a moral high ground, its we-can-do, we-doing-right position," said Liana Fix, a fellow for Europe at the Council on Foreign Relations. "It's perceived as German arrogance when Germany takes unilateral decisions on migration at the expense of its neighbors without coordinating the action with them."

Critics cite Germany's attitude following the 2008 economic crisis, when Berlin insisted on imposing onerous measures on indebted countries, especially Greece. Germany was also criticized for its unilateral decision to close all its nuclear power plants following the 2011 Fukushima nuclear disaster, a decision that set back the European drive to cleaner energy and led to greater German dependence on Russian gas.

What makes it more frustrating for the neighbors is that Germany is, in fact, in the driver's seat, especially since the exit of Britain from the E.U. and the decline of France's influence.

Acting in its own interest, however, and irritating its neighbors in the process, will not solve Germany's -- or Europe's -- immigrant problem. The problem across Europe is that while uncontrolled migration creates political headaches, there is an acute need for skilled labor. That requires Europe-wide action, and despite various plans and proposals, the goal of reducing numbers remains elusive, and is likely to remain so as long as wealthy democracies like Germany remain a beacon of hope for suffering people.
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Guest Essay


Want People to Embrace Public Health? Make It More Like Weather Forecasting.

Video: 



By Caitlin Rivers
Dr. Rivers is an epidemiologist and the author of the forthcoming book "Crisis Averted," from which this essay is adapted.


Oct 02, 2024 at 10:01 AM

In 1925, a tornado cut a track hundreds of miles long, flattening schools and houses across three Midwestern states. At points, the storm was nearly a mile wide and appeared to observers not as a thin funnel but as a wall of angry clouds. Nearly 700 people lost their lives, making it the deadliest tornado in U.S. history.

The tragedy was compounded by an astounding error of human judgment. At the time, it was taboo for weather scientists to forecast tornadoes in public communication. Experts feared that such a warning would cause unnecessary disruption or panic if the tornado didn't materialize. Residents in the path of the tornado were caught by surprise.

The justifications for this prohibition may sound familiar to those who remember the early days of the Covid-19 pandemic, when senior health officials repeatedly assured that risk to the American public was low. One skeptic of the weather community's duty to warn of tornadoes argued that "the stoppage of business and the unnecessary fright" would be "worse than the storms themselves." Another warned of the health hazards to people sheltering in damp basements. A desire to prevent panic predominated -- as it too often does in the case of outbreaks. Public health officials can learn from how the weather community corrected these mistakes.

Today, a prohibition on storm warnings would be unthinkable. When a tornado is sighted, push alerts light up smartphones, sirens sound from parking lots and ball fields and urgent warnings interrupt television programming. These precautions do not apply solely to clear and imminent threats. Storm forecasters draw attention to hurricanes forming offshore well before the storms fully take shape, as they did last week with Hurricane Helene, updating the public as the threat develops and preparing them for protective action.

Public health communications often take a different approach, choosing conservatism over a duty to warn. At the start of the 2022 mpox outbreak, U.S. health officials went out of their way to avoid naming sexual contact among men who have sex with men as the primary risk factor spread, out of fear of creating stigma. While these concerns have merit, people were left to puzzle through the outbreak without the guidance they needed to make decisions to protect themselves.

Or take a recent case of a Missouri resident who was hospitalized with avian influenza A (H5N1). The person reportedly does not work with animals, does not drink raw milk and has no other obvious connection to known sources of the virus. After describing it as a "one-off case," public health officials acknowledged that a household contact and at least six health care workers who cared for the patient also experienced symptoms of a possible viral infection. Investigators are running tests to determine whether they, too, were infected. Despite these concerning developments, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention states that, in its current assessment, "the immediate risk to the general public from H5N1 remains low." The agency also said the risk was low when the virus swept the globe in birds and when it began circulating in dairy cattle across the country. Now, even with one confirmed and multiple possible cases, the message is still one of reassurance.

Some public health experts fear crying wolf when it comes to uncertain threats. This is a mistake. It would be a missed opportunity to resist honoring the public's interest in remaining well in a bid to prevent alarm fatigue. Nor must all communications contain alarms. Simple, frequent, even "all quiet" updates have a place. Here, too, the weather community offers instructive examples. Even San Diego has weather reports, confirming that it will be 75 and sunny -- again. Public health reports, news conferences and other engagements can similarly serve to gather information and reassure the public.

Deciding whether, when and how to communicate about public health risks is tricky. Outbreaks are fast-moving, complex and difficult to predict. The rise of misinformation and eroding trust in public health makes effective messaging even harder. No communication plan will be above reproach.

Still, this is a unique moment in history to shift public health's approach to communication. Historically, one point of departure between weather and public health was personal experience. Most Floridians have lived through a hurricane, and most Nebraskans know tornadoes. But until the Covid-19 pandemic, few Americans had experienced a disease outbreak so widespread and severe. That has now changed, and more people are tuning in. The public health community must capitalize on this new awareness by embracing the public as partners in health preparedness and response.

Just as the weather community evolved to prioritize messaging, so too should public health. The job of public health experts is to give people clear guidance about what they will face and how they can protect themselves. That does not include a special mandate to prevent panic or stigma when doing so sacrifices clarity. The impulse to offer unfounded reassurance or conceal tough truths is a mistake -- one that we need not make again.

Caitlin Rivers is an epidemiologist and the director of the Center for Outbreak Response Innovation at the Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security.
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Vance vs. Walz: The Debate Reviews Are In

Oct 02, 2024 at 05:33 PM

 Kenny Holston/The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Civility and Then a Clash Over Jan. 6: Seven Takeaways From the Debate" (news article, nytimes.com, Oct. 2):

Here is my assessment of the vice-presidential debate: First, kudos to both men for a degree of civility. Second, kudos to both men for some substance.

Who won? Those viewers who believe they learned something about the character and positions of each candidate.

JD Vance was a smooth-talking persuader. His fabrications and exaggerations were obvious, but his delivery was measured. No sensible American believes that his past scathing opinion about Donald Trump has really changed. Mr. Vance will need to decide how much of his true self will be sacrificed in order to serve Mr. Trump.

Tim Walz was a football coach, and sought ways to justify the hyperbole he has been guilty of occasionally, but not always succeeding. But who really cares if he went to China in August rather than June 1989, the time of the Tiananmen Square massacre? He won on matters of authenticity, reflecting the substance of a Minnesota Lutheran, you betcha.

At the end of the debate, with one inning to go, Mr. Vance was leading 4 to 2. Mr. Walz had the last at-bat. He asked Mr. Vance a question about who won the 2020 election, which Mr. Vance refused to answer. It was the most significant question of the debate. Mr. Walz faced the pitcher, took a mighty swing and hit a grand slam. Game over.

(Rev.) Richard B. Geib
Gettysburg, Pa.

To the Editor:

JD Vance won the vice-presidential debate on both substance and aesthetics. He was calm, pleasant and assured throughout. He showed an excellent grasp of policy, a quick mind, a good memory and a willingness to see other points of view and adapt.

Tim Walz, while congenial, often looked red-faced and bug-eyed as if he was about to blow a fuse. His cheerleader persona was apparent, but so was his befuddlement over the facts of his own history, the latest one being his false statements about being in Tiananmen Square in June 1989.

One issue in assessing vice-presidential candidates is determining whether they are capable of taking over the top spot if necessary. Mr. Vance's steady demeanor, level of energy and cleareyed grasp of issues showed him ready for this.

Mr. Walz looked little more ready than Kamala Harris was when she was elected Joe Biden's vice president in 2020. We don't need a cheerleader in chief; we need a commander in chief.

Mark Godburn
Norfolk, Conn.

To the Editor:

I don't think the debate moved anything. I just think Tim Walz missed the opportunity to say: "The V.P. needs to be ready to take over if, God forbid, anything happens to the president. The fact is, Donald Trump will be in his 80s and, frankly, everyone knows he may be mentally diminished. And JD Vance just doesn't have the life or political experience to lead the country in such troubling times. As a former congressman, and as a governor, I have the experience and knowledge to lead from Day 1."

John H. Smith
Irvine, Calif.

To the Editor:

The unintended consequence of the vice-presidential debate will be that many Republicans would prefer if JD Vance were the presidential candidate. He was able to respond to policy issue questions, remained calm and was coherent. By coming across as somewhat reasonable, agreeing at times with Tim Walz, and being respectful and polite, he made Donald Trump's botched performance look even more disastrous.

Many pundits are calling the debate a draw in which no major gaffes were made, and observing that Mr. Vance did not come across as extreme as he did on the campaign trail. The biggest loser in the debate was Mr. Trump.

George Magakis Jr.
Norristown, Pa.

To the Editor:

JD Vance's chutzpah in weaving "alternate truths" was a tour de force. His suggestion that Donald Trump saved the Affordable Care Act was about as dishonest as Vladimir Putin's contention that the government run by the Jewish president of Ukraine is pro-Nazi. Mr. Vance wouldn't answer the simple question about who won the 2020 election because Donald Trump's campaign rests on that foundational lie.

All voters should be alarmed. If political discourse is degraded to the point that such pervasive and outrageous lies and prevarications can carry the day and win elections, there is little hope that democracy can survive.

Martin F. Shapiro
New York

To the Editor:

It came to me in my dreams, after the debate, who JD Vance reminded me of: Eddie Haskell, of "Leave It to Beaver."

"Hello, Mrs. Cleaver, you're looking lovely today," the creepy little bad boy would say, pretending to be super nice.

It had never occurred to me that Donald Trump's "attack dog," Mr. Vance, would -- or even could -- come across as Mr. Regular Guy, Mr. Nice Guy, to rival the Midwestern nice of Tim Walz.

June A. Foley
New York

A College President's Resignation

 JaLeel Marques Porcha for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "What Drove Jonathan Holloway to Quit" (column, Sept. 27):

I read Pamela Paul's column regarding the resignation of Jonathan Holloway, the president of Rutgers University, with sadness and trepidation for the future of higher education in the United States.

Dr. Holloway is precisely the kind of leader whose scholarship, integrity and empathy for the diverse needs and uncertainties of college students in today's precarious world are essential for their intellectual, social and emotional development.

I cringed when I read that Dr. Holloway required security both at his home and when he traveled. His statement that "the president is an abstraction" demonstrates the arduous task that any academic leader whose core values are as deeply felt as Dr. Holloway's now faces: being genuinely engaged in protecting the values of civility and curiosity among students and faculty who seem incapable of listening to those whose opinions are at variance with their own.

The problem that confronts higher education today will be corrected only by protecting academic leaders like Dr. Holloway with the creation of an environment where security is defined by a free and open exchange of ideas, not a security detail for its president.

Peter Schmidt
Phillipsburg, N.J.
The writer is a former secondary school principal and teacher.

Incentives to Move From Flood-Prone Areas

Floodwaters inundate the main street in Tarpon Springs, Fla., on Sept. 27 after Hurricane Helene made landfall. Joe Raedle/Getty Images


To the Editor:

Re "Storm Decision Fatigue Is Getting to Me," by Jeff VanderMeer (Opinion guest essay, Sept. 29):

It's time we have the hard but honest conversation about helping hurricane-prone communities relocate to other parts of their state or the country.

Storms and flooding are going to continue to worsen for the foreseeable future. The costs associated with moving, finding new housing and the potentially higher living expenses in less flood-prone areas can be prohibitive for many.

By offering property buyback schemes that include incentives for homeowners to relocate to higher ground, whether in their home state or elsewhere, the federal government would save the country billions in future disaster-relief expenditures. A coordinated program would also protect the lives of countless individuals and help revive struggling areas of the country.

Tighe Sullivan
New York




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/02/opinion/jd-vance-tim-walz-debate.html
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How Russians Serve the State: In Battle, and in Childbirth

President Vladimir Putin is throwing ever more resources at two interlocked priorities: recruiting more soldiers and encouraging bigger families.

A military recruiting poster in Kursk, Russia, in August. President Vladimir V. Putin has ordered the ranks of Russia's army to increase by 180,000 service members to 1.5 million. Nanna Heitmann for The New York Times



By Anton Troianovski
Reporting from Berlin


Oct 02, 2024 at 10:02 AM

What the Kremlin wants from Russians now boils down to two things.

Men should join the army.

Women should have more children.

In recent months, the Russian government has doubled sign-up bonuses for contract soldiers and blanketed the airwaves, social media and city streets with recruitment ads. And a new law allows criminal suspects to avoid trial if they sign up to fight.

At the same time, President Vladimir V. Putin has decreed that increasing births is a national priority, an effort that entered a newly repressive phase last week with a bill that would outlaw any advocacy for a child-free lifestyle.

The two campaigns are separate, but in wartime Russia, they are also two sides of the same coin: the Kremlin's increasingly aggressive attempt to enlist regular Russians in reshaping their country to prevail over the West.

For the short term, Mr. Putin's army needs more soldiers. It is suffering 1,000 casualties per day, by Western estimates, in a war of attrition in Ukraine that shows no sign of ending.

And for the long term, in Mr. Putin's view, Russia needs more people -- to underpin an economy increasingly isolated from the West, to reduce the country's reliance on immigration, and, of course, to provide the recruitment pool for any future wars.

"The body is turning into a public good" in Russia, said Andrey Makarychev, a professor at the University of Tartu in Estonia who studies the relationship between the state and people's bodies. "A woman's body is a producer of children, and a man's body is the ability to pull the trigger and, in the end, to kill."

Last month, Mr. Putin ordered the ranks of Russia's military to be increased by 180,000 service members to 1.5 million -- a number that would make it the second-largest in the world after China's. The Kremlin tied the increase to the "number of threats that exist for our country."

But analysts say that standing up an army of 1.5 million is unrealistic -- in large part because of Russia's shrinking population. Dara Massicot, an expert on the Russian military at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, argues that Russia's challenge will not only be recruiting new soldiers, but also to have a labor force big enough to churn out the weapons and equipment that such a huge army would need.

The matter is clearly on Mr. Putin's mind. At a conference in the Pacific coast city of Vladivostok last month, Mr. Putin praised "our men" for, he claimed, signing up for the military in "exponentially" increasing numbers. But when it came to birthrates, the Russian leader saw some room for improvement.

"It is necessary to take care of the population, to increase the fertility rate," he said, "to make it fashionable to have many children, as it used to be in Russia in the past -- seven, nine, 10 people in families."

Economists and demographers have long highlighted Russia's shrinking population as a major challenge. In large part it's a legacy of the collapse in the birthrate amid the chaos and poverty that accompanied the fall of the Soviet Union; a generation later, there are far fewer women of childbearing age.

Children jump on trampolines installed as part of a summer festival in Moscow in July. In May, Mr. Putin declared a key government goal to be the increase of Russia's fertility rate. Yuri Kochetkov/EPA, via Shutterstock


Mr. Putin has long spoken of the need to address the problem. But after his invasion of Ukraine, and especially in the last year, the issue appears to have become a fixation for him.

In one televised meeting, he tut-tutted to the governor of Volgograd, in the southwest, that fertility there "has decreased twice as much as the national average."

"Twice really is a bit much," Mr. Putin said.

"We're working on this task, Vladimir Vladimirovich," the governor, Andrei Bocharov, responded, referring to the president by his patronymic. 

In May, Mr. Putin declared a key government goal to be the increase of Russia's total fertility rate -- a measure for the number of children the average woman is expected to have in her lifetime -- setting targets of 1.6 in 2030 and 1.8 in 2036. The rate was 1.41 in Russia last year, compared to 1.62 in the United States.

The number of children reported born in Russia in the first half of this year, 599,630, was the lowest in a quarter century; overall, including occupied Crimea, the population has declined by 1.8 million since 2020 to 146.1 million.

As it has with military recruitment, the Kremlin is using financial rewards to incentivize births. Russian women having their first child get a one-time payout of $6,700. On Monday, when the Russian government announced its budget for the next three years, it touted more than $60 billion in planned spending to support pregnant women and families with children.

Government measures to increase the population are not unusual in a world in which many countries are battling declining birthrates. Russia's fertility rate is on par with European countries like Portugal and Greece.

But Russian officials are increasingly conflating those efforts with their conflict with the West and their portrayal of Russia as a conservative bastion. Some have called for a "special demographic operation" to increase births, an echo of the Kremlin's euphemism for its invasion of Ukraine, the "special military operation."

Valentina Matviyenko, the head of the upper house of Parliament and perhaps the most powerful woman in Russia's nearly all-male ruling class, said that Western feminism had become "a movement against men, against traditional values."

Last week, lawmakers introduced a bill that would "prohibit the propaganda of the conscious refusal to have children" with fines as high as $50,000. Lawyers warned the bill was so ambiguous that social-media posts about postpartum depression could become illegal. But the Kremlin signaled its approval.

"A united and big family is the foundation of a strong state," Vyacheslav Volodin, the head of the lower house of Parliament, wrote on the Telegram messaging app.

The importance of population size to Mr. Putin's geopolitics has become clear in his war against Ukraine, which has about three times fewer people than Russia. Analysts believe that Russia has largely managed to offset its dead and wounded -- which Western officials estimate in the hundreds of thousands -- with new recruits, while grinding down Ukraine's force using superior numbers.

Even though the most willing volunteers have already gone off to war, the Kremlin still appears intent on avoiding a forced mobilization of civilians like the one that spurred an exodus of young men in the fall of 2022.

In July, Mr. Putin signed a decree doubling sign-up bonuses to more than $4,500, almost half the average annual salary for Russians. The city of Moscow, where the recruitment campaign was long muted to shield the city's middle class from the sacrifices of the war, introduced its own bonus of more than $20,000 on top of that.

Recruitment stands have popped up in the Moscow subway, according to Muscovites and social media posts from the city. Ads tout tax breaks, university tuition subsidies and discounts on utility payments for contract soldiers.

On Wednesday, Mr. Putin signed a law creating yet another incentive: people charged with a crime will be allowed to avoid trial and a possible sentence by signing up for military service.

Ms. Massicot, the military analyst, said that for all of Russia's demographic challenges, the country's size means "they are in a better place than the Ukrainians are right now" when it comes to manning the front lines.

Children from the Young Army Cadets National Movement during Victory Day celebrations in Moscow in May. Nanna Heitmann for The New York Times


For the moment, it's the drive for more soldiers that seems to be the government's priority when it comes to enlisting regular Russians in Mr. Putin's aims. Women across the country said in interviews and text messages that they had noticed more ads and recruitment stands for the military recently, but were skeptical of the state's embrace of larger families.

Moscow officials are "in their own universe, thinking that traditional families are like elves or something," said Arina, 33, who just had her second child in the southern region of North Ossetia. Providing only her first name for fear of retribution, she added: "We -- regular traditional families -- just live in a different reality."

Milana Mazaeva, Oleg Matsnev and Ivan Nechepurenko contributed reporting.
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Ukraine Withdraws From Mining Town That Long Defied Russian Attacks

Vuhledar had been under assault for almost three years. Russian forces entered it after a furious battle, and Ukraine ordered troops to retreat.

Explosions caused by Russian strikes on Ukrainian positions were seen in the distance along the road toward Vuhledar, Ukraine, last week. Nicole Tung for The New York Times



By Marc Santora
Marc Santora reported from the villages around Vuhledar last week, and from Lviv, Ukraine


Oct 02, 2024 at 01:30 PM

The Ukrainian military said on Wednesday that it was ordering the last of its forces to retreat from the ruins of Vuhledar, a mining town that had served as a vital defensive bastion for nearly three years in eastern Ukraine, after it was stormed by Russian troops.

Ukrainian soldiers fighting in Vuhledar said they had already been largely forced out, and combat footage geolocated by military analysts showed Russian forces in nearly every corner of the town on Tuesday.

The loss of Vuhledar will complicate the defense of the southwestern part of the Donetsk region of eastern Ukraine, allowing Russia to step up attacks in the direction of Pokrovsk, a rail and road hub, soldiers and military analysts said. Pokrovsk is also a gateway to the economically important Dnipro region.

However, it has taken Russia nearly three years to capture the stronghold and Ukraine still controls more than a third of the Donetsk, including an agglomeration of the region's largest cities, experts say. There are signs both armies are exhausted after years of fighting, raising questions about Russia's capacity to exploit its gains as well as Ukraine's ability to continue fending off relentless attacks.

Russia has been on the offensive for nearly a year and while the last four months of the war have been the deadliest for Moscow since it launched its invasion in February 2022 -- with more than 1,000 soldiers killed and injured every day, according to the British military -- it has made steady gains in recent months. Russian forces are pressing up against several other Ukrainian strongholds across the east, and brutal battles have been raging as the defenders try to thwart the onslaught.

Walking past destroyed buildings in Vuhledar in January. Tyler Hicks/The New York Times


While Ukrainian military officials had expressed hope that the pace of attacks would have eased by now, Russia continues to mount headlong assaults in a furious effort to gain as much territory as it can before the expected rains in the fall turn cratered fields into thick mud, hindering the movement of heavy armor.

Soldiers described a harrowing effort to escape the town as Russian forces closed in from three directions last week.

Hunted by drones loitering overhead ready to drop grenades, under fire from mortars and rockets and with the constant threat that a powerful guided bomb will kill them in an instant, Ukrainian soldiers described how the only way out of Vuhledar for some was on foot.

"It took us an hour to walk 500 meters," Maksym, 23, said as he was being evacuated. "On top of that, the battery commander was wounded, and we were dragging him. We pulled him out, gave him aid."

They were able to get the commander to an armored vehicle for evacuation but the rest of the soldiers had to wait for nightfall before moving again, he said.

"There was a kilometer of open field ahead that we needed to cross. We nearly made it, 60 meters away from the forest line, and then we got hit," Maksym said. "And the craziest part was that it dropped three grenades, and all three hit their targets. The three of us were walking, and all three got wounded."

He spoke as he was evacuated last week and asked that only his first name be used in accordance with military protocol.

"Fueled by adrenaline, we ran," Maksym said. They spotted a trench, dove for cover just as another drone dropped more explosives on their positions. They eventually reached the medics, but he said other soldiers were not so fortunate.

The Ukrainian eastern military command said it was issuing the formal order to retreat because of "a threat of encirclement."

It was not clear how many civilians in the town survived the final battle.

A colonel in a Ukrainian evacuation unit, Artem Shchus, estimated last week that there were around 50 people still trapped in Vuhledar, a fraction of the 14,000 who once lived there.

Taking Vuhledar is also likely to ease pressure on Russia's supply lines across southern Ukraine to Crimea, by pushing Ukrainian forces further from critical Russian rail and road links in occupied territory.

A soldier rushed to cover an artillery gun with camouflage to conceal it from reconnaissance drones after it fired at Russian positions in the Pokrovsk region last month. Nicole Tung for The New York Times


Petro Andriushchenko, an adviser to the exiled Ukrainian government of Mariupol, a port city in eastern Ukraine occupied by Russia, said on Wednesday that holding the town would allow the Russians to restore their logistics in southern Ukraine. This would include "the systematic operation of the railroad" running from Russia to Mariupol's port, he said.

The capture of Vuhledar also opens up some areas in the region that will be difficult to defend against Russian attack, Ukrainian soldiers said.

The villages to the town's north and west are generally dotted with small homes, and there are few significant geographic barriers like rivers or ravines for miles.

Vuhledar sits at the nexus of the southern and eastern fronts, and the Ukrainian military warned on Wednesday that there were already indications Russia was preparing to try to exploit its gains.

Vladyslav Voloshyn, the spokesman for the Southern military command, told Radio Liberty on Wednesday that Russia was concentrating forces to assault the villages west of Vuhledar in an attempt to undermine Ukrainian supply lines.

"Today, the enemy is trying to concentrate forces and means to conduct assault operations," he said. 

Liubov Sholudko contributed reporting.
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Dozens Die After Smugglers Force Them Off Ships Into Open Waters

Many others are missing after Yemeni operators instructed hundreds of African migrants on two boats near the Djibouti coast to get off and swim, the International Organization for Migration said.

Migrants boarding a boat in Djibouti in 2019. The route between Africa and the Arabian Peninsula is perilous for such journeys. Nariman El-Mofty/Associated Press



By Amelia Nierenberg



Oct 02, 2024 at 12:34 PM

Dozens of people died and dozens of others were missing after smugglers forced them off two boats near the coast of Djibouti, making 2024 the deadliest year for migrants crossing between Africa and Yemen, the International Organization for Migration said on Wednesday.

The boats were traveling from Yemen to Djibouti on Tuesday, one carrying 100 migrants and the other 220 migrants, when the vessels' Yemeni operators ordered those onboard to leave the boats in the open sea and swim, the organization said in a statement.

There were at least 197 survivors, the organization added, but at least 48 others died and 75 were still missing.

"Hundreds have lost their lives this year," Frantz Celestin, the organization's regional director for East and Southern Africa, said in a statement. From January to August of this year, the organization's Missing Migrants Project recorded 337 drowning deaths along the route, and the I.O.M. said on Wednesday that the latest death toll now made 2024 the deadliest year for migrant sea crossings between Africa and Yemen.

The Djibouti Coast Guard posted on social media late Tuesday that search operations were "relentlessly" underway for the missing.

Although the two migrant ships were traveling from Yemen to Djibouti, many more African migrants travel in the opposite direction -- largely heading for Saudi Arabia -- in search of better lives.

The Horn of Africa, from where many are fleeing, is facing one of the worst droughts in decades, and millions there are experiencing acute hunger, the World Health Organization said in July. Many migrants on the route are from Ethiopia and Somalia, the International Organization for Migration said.

Even if they survive the boat voyage, migrants can face hostilities on land. Last year, Human Rights Watch said that Saudi Arabian border guards had regularly opened fire on Africans trying to cross into the kingdom from Yemen.

Those who traverse the migration route do so under "extremely difficult conditions and face various forms of violence, exploitation and abuse," the International Organization for Migration said. "This underscores the urgent need for robust measures to protect migrants and prevent future loss of life."
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Biden Says He Won't Support an Israeli Strike on Iran's Nuclear Sites

His comments reflected a renewed effort by his administration to seek restraint from Israel to try to avoid a growing war in the Middle East.

Video: Biden Says He Won't Support Israeli Attack on Iranian Nuclear Sites

President Biden told reporters that leaders of the Group of 7 countries agreed that Israel had a right to respond to Iran's missile attack, but that it should do so proportionally.


By Michael D. Shear
Reporting from Washington


Oct 02, 2024 at 07:05 PM

President Biden said on Wednesday that he would not support a strike by Israel on Iranian nuclear sites in retaliation for Tuesday's missile attack, signaling an effort to restrain Israel from responding with such force that it could trigger a wider regional war.

Mr. Biden's statement came just hours after he agreed with the leaders of the Group of 7 countries to impose new sanctions on Iran in the wake of the ballistic missile attack on Israel. The president told reporters that the leaders -- from France, Canada, Japan, Britain, Italy and Germany -- had agreed that Israel had the right to respond to Iran's attack.

But when a reporter asked whether he would support a decision to strike Iran's nuclear facilities, Mr. Biden said he would consider that a step too far.

"The answer is no," the president said as he boarded Air Force One on his way to tour damage from Hurricane Helene in South Carolina and North Carolina. "All seven of us agree that they have a right to respond, but they should respond in proportion."

Military analysts believe it would be difficult for Israel to significantly damage Iran's nuclear facilities, which are buried deep underground, without at least some support from the United States. That reality made the president's comments on Wednesday a serious hurdle.

The message was a diplomatic echo of what Mr. Biden has been saying to Israel's leaders for almost a year. During that time he has urged them not to let their justifiable anger at the actions of their enemies compel them to make military decisions that could have negative long-term consequences for the security of the Israeli population and the entire region.

But Mr. Biden has struggled to persuade Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel to exercise restraint in response to the surprise Hamas-led attacks on Oct. 7 that killed more than 1,200 people, as well as the provocations from Hezbollah and Iran.

The president and his aides have at times appeared overly optimistic about their ability to influence Mr. Netanyahu's decision-making, only to be disappointed when the prime minister took actions that ran counter to their advice. Israel's monthslong bombing campaign in Gaza, where more than 40,000 people have died, often came over the objections of Mr. Biden and others in his administration.

People familiar with discussions between Mr. Biden's national security officials and their counterparts in Israel said on Wednesday that the Israeli government did not appear eager to dramatically escalate the conflict with Iran after Tuesday's missile attacks.

The strike, which followed Israel's killing of Hezbollah's leader last week, was the second time in six months that Iran has directly attacked Israel. In April, Iran fired about 120 missiles and drones at Israel; Tuesday's attack included about 200 missiles. In both cases, the United States helped Israel shoot down almost all of the incoming threats.

Some American officials have concluded that the Israelis seem less eager for a major confrontation than they did in April, when the Biden administration talked them down from a large military response. If that assessment is accurate, it could help prevent the Middle East conflict from growing.

But public statements from Mr. Netanyahu and private comments from others in his government suggest that the American officials might once again be overly optimistic, with Israel seemingly ready to strike Iran in a more forceful and public way than it ever has.

At the same time, Israel is continuing to battle Hezbollah forces in Lebanon.

Over the past several weeks, Biden administration officials have warned Mr. Netanyahu that the fighting there could devolve into a Middle East conflict that draws in not only Iran but the United States and other countries. But Mr. Netanyahu has pursued an aggressive military campaign in Lebanon that largely ignored that advice.

Mr. Netanyahu's order to approve the assassination of Hassan Nasrallah, the Hezbollah leader, came even as the United States and a dozen other nations were calling for a cease-fire between Israel and Lebanon.

One senior U.S. official said the Biden administration's understanding is that Israel's military clash with Hezbollah in southern Lebanon is "local and targeted and temporary in nature." The administration's view is that Israel is not seeking to invade Lebanon or hold territory, the U.S. official said.

The Biden administration was still in contact with Israeli and Lebanese officials on Wednesday and was hoping to find a diplomatic solution to end the conflict and allow "people the ability to go back to their homes." U.S. officials, however, were growing increasingly concerned that the broader war in the Middle East that Mr. Biden had warned about for months was becoming a reality.

Zolan Kanno-Youngs contributed reporting.
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Iran's Strikes on Israel Look Calculated to Shore Up Regional Alliance

Iran's second missile barrage against Israel is unlikely to deter its foe, experts say, but may help retain the support of the "Axis of Resistance" it has built up over years.

The majority of more than 180 ballistic missiles launched from Iran were shot down by Israeli air defenses with the help of the U.S. military. Avishag Shaar-Yashuv for The New York Times



By Erika Solomon



Oct 02, 2024 at 05:41 PM

Iran's barrage of missiles against Israel may have inflicted minimal military damage on its regional foe, but analysts say that Tehran saw it as a critical move to shore up regional support -- and a signal to Western powers that without quick diplomatic pressure the conflict could spiral even further.

Israel, encouraged by the decapitation of the leadership of Iran's most powerful regional ally, Hezbollah, and its assassinations of Iranian allies across the region, is unlikely to be deterred after Iran's overnight strike, in which the majority of more than 180 ballistic missiles were shot down by Israeli air defenses with the help of the U.S. military.

Citing what it said were Western promises of renewed diplomacy to end the conflict, Iran had largely stayed restrained in the face of the July assassination in Tehran of Hamas's political leader, Ismail Haniyeh and as Israel intensified the fight against Hezbollah over recent weeks, culminating with the killing of the group's leader and a ground invasion in Lebanon.

But with no diplomatic solutions in sight, Iran found itself facing an inversion of its regional strategy: It had built the partnerships of its "Axis of Resistance" -- with groups in Gaza, Iraq, Lebanon, Yemen and elsewhere -- on the theory that they could fight on its behalf, avoiding a direct and more dangerous confrontation with Israel. Instead, it was Iran that had to strike.

Even facing the risk of blows from Israel that could threaten their power at home, Iran's leaders have worried that the cost of inaction was higher: If Iran did not retaliate for Israel's assassination last week of the Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah, perhaps the most influential figure in its network, unease could spread among its partners.

"The strategic advantage at this point is that it maintains the loyalty of these groups across the region, and therefore maintains its influence," said Maha Yahya, director of the Carnegie Middle East Center in Beirut, Lebanon's capital.

That could prove useful in a war that drags on and offers more openings to Israel's weakened enemies.

The Houthis in Yemen or the Shiite militias in Iraq have been relatively unsuccessful at striking major blows with missiles inside Israel, despite repeated efforts, but there are other levers they have not pulled. Iraqi militias, for example, could inflict damage on U.S. military bases inside Iraq. And Iran could gain support from U.S. rivals like China or Russia in a bid to make the regional chaos more costly for Washington, Israel's most important ally, though it remains far from clear that they would do so.

Supporters of Hassan Nasrallah gathered in Tehran on Monday. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


Iran's success in crafting an alliance across the region was ironically helped on by the United States' invasion of Iraq in 2003, as its yearslong occupation spurred the formation of many Shiite Muslim militias, with support from the regional Shiite power, Iran. These militias helped Iran forge a chain of alliances across the region, linking it geographically with its most important and powerful ally, Hezbollah, in Lebanon.

Their potency seemed to culminate with Iran's success, thanks largely to Hezbollah's forces, in helping Syria crush a rebellion against President Bashar al-Assad. In more recent years, Hezbollah and Iran began fostering ties with the Houthis, offering it more leverage against its longtime regional Gulf rival, Saudi Arabia, with whom it has now established diplomatic relations. But now, under heavy pressure from Israeli attacks in the wake of the Hamas-led Oct. 7 assault, Iran fears that network is at risk of unraveling.

Though the situation has recently looked dire for Iran's allies, in particular Hezbollah, many analysts predict the dynamic could change if Israel were to push forward with what it has called limited ground operations in Lebanon. Ms. Yahya called that possibility a "favor to Hezbollah," whose roots in guerrilla warfare could make a troop presence costlier for Israel than attacks by air.

Reports from southern Lebanon underline such claims, with Israel announcing the deaths of eight of its soldiers by Wednesday.

"Israel cannot kill the octopus -- they won't be able to eradicate it," said Kassem Kassir, a Lebanese expert on Hezbollah who is close to the group. "The fight will continue."

Some experts see Iran's latest attack more as a message than an attempt to inflict serious damage, though it did manage to strike an Israeli air base and near the headquarters of its intelligence services, the Mossad. At the same time, Iranian officials said they had informed Switzerland, a country they often rely on as an intermediary, when they launched their attack, allowing for some advance warning.

A similar attempt, however, failed at restoring deterrence in April, when Iran fired a barrage of missiles at Israel in retaliation for a strike on its embassy in Damascus -- an attack it telegraphed well in advance, in what was seen as an attempt to avoid causing so much damage that escalation was inevitable.

Iranian leaders said they refrained for months from a second attack on the back of promises and gestures from the United States and Europe that Iran's restraint would enable a cease-fire in Lebanon and Gaza, experts said, as well potentially restarting negotiations on a nuclear deal.

They now feel such overtures were "entirely false," as Iran's new president, Masoud Pezeshkian, said this week.

"The view in Iran is that the West is, at best, unwilling to restrain Israel, and at worst, has a direct hand in the escalation," said Mohammed Shabani, an Iran analyst and editor at the independent news site Amwaj.media. "The latest Iranian operation against Israel, therefore, certainly is accompanied by a message that Biden should act to draw a line under things."

And with officials in Israel, and Republicans in Congress, calling this a moment to go after Iran, experts say the leadership in Tehran may see few reasons not to rapidly pursue nuclear weapons.

Deterrence or no, Iran and its allies may feel there is now little left to lose, said Ms. Yahya.

"There have been increasing noises from different policymakers saying 'regime change, new order in the Middle East' -- this is the language we heard in 2003 when the United States invaded Iraq," she said. "And we can see the disaster that ended up in."
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What to Know About the Axis of Resistance, the Iran-backed Militia Network

The alliance is under scrutiny after the recent Israeli strikes in Lebanon.



By Alissa J. Rubin, Ben Hubbard and Lazaro Gamio



Sep 30, 2024 at 09:22 PM

The death of Hassan Nasrallah, the leader of Hezbollah, in an Israeli airstrike last week has focused attention on the armed groups supported by Iran that are dedicated to countering American and Israeli influence in the Middle East.

The network that Iran calls the "axis of resistance" includes Hamas, Hezbollah, the Syrian government, the Houthis of Yemen and armed groups in Syria and Iraq.

Iran fostered the groups over decades to enable them to carry out attacks on Israel as well as other countries, such as Saudi Arabia, that Iran has sometimes viewed as enemies. The network also provided Iran with valuable allies on or near Israel's border that could act as a deterrent against Israeli attacks on Iran itself.

When Hamas led deadly attacks in Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, and Israel responded with a devastating invasion of Gaza, many of the groups carried out their own strikes against Israel or attacked U.S. troops in Iraq and Syria because of Washington's support for Israel.

Israel has tested the strength of the alliance by carrying out audacious attacks in Lebanon, Syria, Yemen and even Iran itself, where it assassinated a top Hamas leader as axis leaders assembled for Iran's presidential inauguration.

The response from Iran and its allied militias has been less effective than what many people in the region expected, raising questions about the network's strength and coherence. Now, as Israel continues attacking Hamas, Hezbollah and the Houthis, will the axis of resistance live up to its name?

Here's what you need to know.

Iran: The anchor

For years, Iran has been an outsider in the Middle East. Iran is predominantly Persian-speaking in a region where most people speak Arabic. It is also overwhelmingly Shiite Muslim in a region where the majority are Sunni Muslims. Its economy has been crippled by Western sanctions meant to make it a pariah.

Yet Iran has succeeded in projecting military power across a large swath of the Middle East by supporting local militias with arms, training and financial backing.

The groups receive Iranian support and share Iran's hatred of Israel and the United States, but they also have their own interests and are not completely controlled by Tehran. Hamas, for example, did not coordinate its assault on Israel last October with Iran, according to Arab and United States officials.

Experts say that Iran is walking a delicate line, attempting to project military power while avoiding an all-out war with Israel, which could drag in the United States and endanger the Iranian regime's survival.

Hezbollah: The largest nonstate arsenal

Hezbollah is a Shiite Muslim militant group formed with Iranian guidance in the 1980s, during the chaos of Lebanon's long civil war. It was created to fight the Israeli occupation of southern Lebanon, which ended in 2000. The group's status in the Arab world skyrocketed after it effectively fought Israel to a standstill in 2006.

Hezbollah, thought to be the world's most heavily armed nonstate group, has also grown into a powerful political force in Lebanon; expanded its operations into Syria; and helped to train Iran-linked groups in Iraq, Yemen and elsewhere. It has been designated a terrorist group by the United States and other countries.

The group began trading missiles across its border with Israel after the Hamas attacks on Oct. 7, though both sides were careful to moderate their exchanges to avoid a broader war. But that approach broke down in July, when an Israeli airstrike killed Fuad Shukr, a senior Hezbollah commander, in Beirut after a rocket fired from Lebanon killed 12 children in an Israeli-controlled town. Then, in September, Israel unleashed a surprise attack by detonating booby-trapped Hezbollah pagers and walkie-talkies, and then bombing sites in parts of Lebanon where Hezbollah holds sway, and killing the group's longtime leader, Hassan Nasrallah.

The group's military capabilities and future leadership are now unclear.

Hamas: A direct link to the Palestinian struggle

Hamas, the largest Sunni member of Iran's network, was founded in 1987 during the first Palestinian uprising against the Israeli military occupation of the West Bank and Gaza.

Hamas has since been responsible for suicide attacks that killed Israeli civilians and the capture and killing of Israeli soldiers. But Hamas had also been the governing power in the Gaza Strip since 2007 until the current war loosened its grip.

On Oct. 7, under the leadership of Yahya Sinwar, Hamas launched a massive assault from Gaza into Israel, killing 1,200 people, most of them civilians, and taking about 250 hostages. Israel responded with a massive military operation in Gaza that included one of the most intense bombing campaigns of the century. Gazan health authorities have reported over 41,000 deaths from the war.

The Houthis: A group that can disrupt shipping routes

The Houthis are Shiite militants who have been fighting Yemen's government for about two decades and now control the country's northwest and its capital, Sana, where the majority of Yemen's population lives. They staunchly oppose Israel and the United States.

In 2014, a military coalition led by Saudi Arabia intervened to try to restore Yemen's internationally recognized government after the Houthis seized the capital, exacerbating a civil war that has killed hundreds of thousands of people.

After the start of the Gaza war, the Houthis began launching drones and missiles at vessels in the Red Sea, threatening maritime traffic in one of the world's busiest waterways. They have also launched missiles and drones at Israel, triggering retaliatory airstrikes.

The United States also launched airstrikes against the Houthis, and two U.S. Navy SEALs died during a commando raid on a small ship carrying weapons components bound for Yemen.

Syria: The government and Iran-backed militias

Iran has propped up President Bashar al-Assad of Syria in numerous ways, by providing loans, oil and the services of Hezbollah, whose fighters joined regime forces during some of the most brutal chapters of the Syrian civil war.

Israel says that Iran-backed forces also use the country to manufacture and store weapons that Iran distributes to armed groups in Syria and around the region, especially Hezbollah.

Syria also hosts fighters who are recruited in Iran and controlled by the Quds Force, the external military and intelligence service of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps. The Revolutionary Guards also field at least two militias in Syria: the Fatemiyoun brigade, made up of Afghan refugees; and the Zainebiyoun brigade, made up of Pakistani refugees.

Iraqi militias: Focused on attacking U.S. troops

The Iraqi militia ranks were originally drawn largely from Shiites who were persecuted under Saddam Hussein's regime, went into exile in Iran and returned after the U.S. invasion toppled the dictator in 2003. Some returned sharing Iran's hostile view of the United States and soon formed armed groups.

Those groups became increasingly militant, and with Iran's help grew increasingly powerful as a fighting force. Their prowess as fighters helped Iraq retake the north of the country from Islamic State militants in 2017.

Since then, they have become part of the Iraqi security apparatus, yet they have also attacked U.S. soldiers based in Iraq at the invitation of the Iraqi government. Some of their forces have joined with Iranian-backed militias in Syria and attacked U.S. soldiers fighting ISIS there. Most of the groups now have political wings with representatives in Iraq's Parliament.

Most recently some of these groups have also targeted Israel, including multiple strikes since the killing of Mr. Nasrallah.

Additional reporting by Eve Sampson
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news analysis


After Missile Attack, Israel May Be Ready to Risk All-Out War With Iran

Israel seems ready to respond in a much more forceful and public way with Iran after Tehran launched its second massive missile attack on Israel this year, analysts and officials say.

A building in Hod Hasharon, Israel, that was destroyed during Iran's missile attack on Wednesday. Avishag Shaar-Yashuv for The New York Times



By Patrick Kingsley, Eric Schmitt and Ronen Bergman
Reporting from Jerusalem, Washington and Tel Aviv


Oct 02, 2024 at 08:11 PM

For years, Israel and Iran avoided direct confrontation, as Israel secretly sabotaged Tehran's interests and assassinated its officials without claiming responsibility, and Iran encouraged allies to attack Israel while rarely doing so itself.

Now, the two countries seem prepared to risk a direct, prolonged and extraordinarily costly conflict.

After Israel invaded Lebanon to confront Iran's strongest ally, Hezbollah, and Iran's second massive missile attack on Israel in less than six months, Israel seems ready to strike Iran directly, in a much more forceful and public way than it ever has, and Iran has warned of massive retaliation if it does.

"We are in a different story right now," said Yoel Guzansky, a former senior security official who oversaw Iran strategy on Israel's National Security Council. "We have a consensus in Israel -- among the military, the defense experts, analysts and politicians -- that Israel should respond in force to Iran's attack."

To many Israelis, there is now little to lose: Iran's efforts to strike the urban sprawl around Tel Aviv crossed a threshold that Tehran has never previously breached, even during its earlier missile attack in April, which targeted air bases but not civilian areas.

Critics of Israel often see the country as the primary instigator of unrest in the Middle East. But most Israelis see themselves as the victims of constant attack from Iran's proxies -- particularly Hamas in Gaza, the Houthis in Yemen and Hezbollah in Lebanon -- and feel that they have not done enough to defend themselves. As a result, there are growing calls in Israel to make Iran fully accountable for its allies' attacks, even if it risks an explosive reaction.

Taking cover on the side of the road near Kfar Saba, Israel, on Tuesday night as a siren warned of incoming missiles. Avishag Shaar-Yashuv for The New York Times


"Many in Israel see this as an opportunity to do more to inflict pain on Iran," said Mr. Guzansky, who is now a fellow at the Institute for National Security Studies, an Israeli research group. "To make it stop."

Israel has yet to make a decision about exactly how to respond, six Israeli officials and a senior U.S. official said, and the extent of its reaction will be affected by the level of support -- both practical and rhetorical -- provided by the United States. U.S. forces helped Israel shoot down incoming missiles from both Iranian attacks.

The exact nature of its response may not become clear until after Rosh Hashana, the Jewish new year holiday, which runs until sundown on Friday, according to the officials, all of whom requested anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter.

In talks with the Israeli government, the White House was expected to point to the relatively light damage caused by the Iranian missile attack on Tuesday and urge Israeli restraint, the U.S. official said. These pleas were expected to have little impact, the official added.

But Israel's counterattack is expected to be far more forceful than its response to Iran's first round of ballistic missiles in April, when Israel conducted limited strikes on an Iranian air defense battery and did not officially acknowledge its involvement in that attack.

Israeli officials have told their American counterparts that they think the response in April was too little and too restrained, according to the senior U.S. official. Israeli leaders feel they were wrong to listen to the White House's urging at the time to conduct a measured retaliatory strike, the official said.

Iranians in Tehran cheering the strike on Israel. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


This time, Israel might target oil production sites and military bases, the officials said. Damaging oil refineries could harm Iran's already frail economy, as well as send global oil markets into turmoil a month before the U.S. elections.

Despite media speculation, Israel is not currently planning to strike Iran's nuclear facilities, according to four Israeli officials, even though Israel sees Iran's efforts to create a nuclear weapons program as an existential threat.

Targeting nuclear sites, many of which are deep underground, would be hard without U.S. support. President Biden said Wednesday that he would not support an attack by Israel on Iranian nuclear sites.

Still, Israel's response "should be seen everywhere. It should be felt by Iran. It should hurt Iran," Mr. Guzansky urged. "In order to do that, you cannot hit a radar station again."

Israelis were deeply shaken by the Hamas-led attack on Israel of Oct. 7 and its aftermath, an assault for them on the very idea of Israel as a haven for Jews.

Now, many have an increased tolerance for short-term danger in order to achieve long-term security, according to Sima Shine, a former senior intelligence officer who helped guide Israel's Iran strategy. More Israelis want the government to do "things that we didn't do in the past, because we cannot be under ongoing attacks from all sides," Ms. Shine said.

"This is part of the miscalculation of all our enemies around," Ms. Shine said. "They don't understand what Oct. 7 has done to the Israeli people, to their willingness to take much more risks."

For Israelis, Iran also now seems more vulnerable than it has for years. After Israel killed much of Hezbollah's leadership in recent weeks and destroyed large parts of the group's missile stockpiles, Iran can no longer count on meaningful support from its proxy in Lebanon if Israel conducts a more forceful attack on Tehran.

"Iran is much weaker than before," said Mr. Guzansky, the former official. "Israel is freer to do more."

According to the senior U.S. official, a sizable number of missiles failed on launch or before reaching Israeli air space, further exposing a vulnerability in Iran's vaunted ballistic missile arsenal that was first revealed in April's attack, which had an even greater failure rate.

Israel's second successful defense against advanced ballistic missiles, coupled with Hezbollah's weakened condition, will likely embolden Israel to opt for a more aggressive response than in April, the senior U.S. official said.

After the news of Iran's attack on Israel broke out, people lined up in gas stations to fill up their tanks in Tehran. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


Recent comments from Israeli leaders give a sense of their growing ambition and confidence. Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli prime minister, directly addressed the Iranian public in a statement earlier this week, hinting at his support for regime change in Tehran.

Mr. Netanyahu also struck a particularly defiant tone after the attack on Tuesday night. "This evening, Iran made a big mistake -- and it will pay for it," he said. "Israel has the momentum and the 'axis of evil' is in retreat. We will do whatever needs to be done to continue this trend."

To some experts, however, Israelis risk underestimating Iran's resilience and overestimating their own ability to cause meaningful damage.

"The approach that Israel has had over 75 years has always been about hitting your enemy harder than you're being hit," said Andreas Krieg, an expert on warfare at King's College, London. "That doesn't work with a regime like Iran, though. I don't think you can deter them."

As a result, Israel may be able to inflict short-term damage but fall short of long-term change, he said.

"I still haven't seen a strategy," Mr. Krieg said. "That's what I'm trying to get from the Israelis: What is your strategy to weaken the regime?"
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Three Men Arrested After Explosions Near Israeli Embassy in Denmark

The arrests were made after two explosions, possibly from hand grenades, were reported near the embassy early on Wednesday morning, the police said.

The Israeli Embassy in Copenhagen on Wednesday.  Emil Helms/Ritzau Scanpix Denmark, via Reuters



By Claire Moses and Yan Zhuang



Oct 02, 2024 at 11:29 AM

The police in Copenhagen arrested three men in connection with two explosions that occurred near the Israeli Embassy just north of Copenhagen early Wednesday.

The assailants probably used two hand grenades, according to Jens Jespersen, the Copenhagen Police Department's chief police inspector. 

The police arrested two of the men at Copenhagen's Central Station, and a third man in another part of the city, the police said in a statement on Wednesday. The three men arrested were Swedish and between 15 and 20 years old, Mr. Jespersen said during a news conference on Wednesday. 

Mr. Jespersen added that the police were not looking for any more suspects.

The explosions, which took place around 3:20 a.m., according to the Copenhagen Police Department, were reported in Hellerup, a seaside suburb just north of Copenhagen that is home to several embassies, the police said. Security personnel at the embassy heard the explosions and reported them, the police said.

No one was injured, the police said.

On Wednesday morning, a police spokesman said that officers were still present in the area around the embassy and that they had blocked off several roads as they conducted their investigation with the assistance of the Danish intelligence service.

The police also found a bag on a train at Copenhagen's Central Station that belonged to the men they arrested, Mr. Jespersen said.

The Israeli Embassy in Denmark said on its Facebook page that it was "shocked by the explosions." Copenhagen's only Jewish school was closed on Wednesday because of its proximity to the Israeli Embassy and the explosions, said Michael Rachlin, the spokesman for the Jewish community in Denmark. The school will be closed for the Jewish New Year on Thursday and Friday as well, as is customary.

The explosions came a day after the police in Stockholm said that the Israeli Embassy there appeared to have been hit by gunfire. The police in Sweden were investigating but said no one had been injured and no arrests had been made.

Other Israeli diplomatic missions in Europe have seen disturbances recently. Last month, police officers in Munich shot and killed a gunman who had opened fire at security guards near the Israeli Consulate there. And in June, an assailant wielding a crossbow attacked a police officer guarding the Israeli Embassy in Belgrade, Serbia's capital.

The attacks on the Scandinavian embassies came against a backdrop of further escalating tensions in the Middle East after a year of war set off by the Hamas-led Oct. 7 attack on Israel.

Iran fired 180 ballistic missiles at Israel on Tuesday evening in retaliation for the killing of prominent leaders of Hamas and Hezbollah, two Iran-backed militias. And the Israeli military began a ground invasion against Hezbollah in southern Lebanon on Monday.

Maya Tekeli contributed reporting from Copenhagen.
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news analysis


Vance Strains to Sell a Softer Trump

From the opening handshake, the Republican vice-presidential nominee sought to reinvent and repackage the record and views of the former president.

Senator JD Vance said during the debate that former President Donald J. Trump had "governed in a bipartisan way." Kenny Holston/The New York Times



By Lisa Lerer



Oct 02, 2024 at 06:22 AM

Picture this: It's the biggest moment of your professional life -- performed before an audience of millions -- and you have to defend your boss.

He is colossally needy and notoriously thin skinned. He stoked a violent mob against your predecessor. Oh, and he's providing a live play-by-play critique of your performance on his own personal social-media network. Your job? Soften his edges, while stroking his ego.

This is the awkward task America watched JD Vance try to pull off Tuesday night.

At a vice-presidential debate against his Democratic rival, Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, Mr. Vance attempted the high-wire act of defending Donald Trump better than Donald Trump. The performance amounted to an effort to reinvent one of the most polarizing figures in American political history, without openly rebuking any of his words, deeds or positions that have divided the nation.

It was, to put it mildly, a difficult exercise.

In Mr. Vance's telling, a former president known for vicious attacks on his opponents and trafficking in conspiracy theories became a beacon of "common-sense wisdom" and bipartisan governance.

Mr. Trump's support for strict state abortion bans became part of an attempt to make the Republican Party "pro-family in the fullest sense of the word." Even though Mr. Trump tried -- and failed -- to repeal the Affordable Care Act dozens of times during his administration, Mr. Vance told the nation that his boss "salvaged Obamacare" by working across the aisle.

And as for Mr. Trump's refusal to accept the results of the 2020 election and his role in the violent and deadly siege on the Capitol on Jan. 6? Well, said Mr. Vance, Mr. Trump "peacefully gave over power" on Inauguration Day two weeks later.

"Something that these guys do is they make a lot of claims about if Donald Trump becomes president all of these terrible consequences are going to ensue," Mr. Vance said. "He did his job, which is govern in a bipartisan way."

For his part, Mr. Walz approached Mr. Vance with civility and his trademark folksy style. He defended the record of the Biden administration. And, again and again, Mr. Walz tried to turn the conversation back to Mr. Trump, reminding voters of the chaos and instability of the Trump era.

"We'll sometimes hear revisionist history," he warned in the opening moments of the debate, during an exchange about the escalating conflict in the Middle East.

Mr. Walz had the more predictable task, following a path of attacks on Mr. Trump's leadership, style and policies that has been well trod by his party for almost a decade.

Mr. Vance faced the more politically treacherous mission of remaking Mr. Trump for an audience beyond the MAGA faithful who pack his rallies. He showed a deftness that Mr. Trump lacked at his own debate last month against Vice President Kamala Harris, when the former president couldn't resist the pull of conservative falsehoods and conspiracy theories.

For a man known for his own share of polarizing remarks, Mr. Vance struck a stark contrast with the dark, almost apocalyptic vision Mr. Trump has offered voters on the campaign trail. He wasn't a happy warrior -- the way Democrats love to cast Mr. Walz -- but he was certainly a collegial one. The shift in tone was apparent from the earliest moments: Unlike Mr. Trump, Mr. Vance eagerly approached his opponent to shake his hand.

Mr. Vance struck a collegial tone as he sought to strike a contrast with the dark, almost apocalyptic vision former President Donald Trump has offered voters on the campaign trail. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times


Of course, as is typical in vice-presidential debates, Tuesday night was not about the two candidates onstage but those at the top of the ticket. For Mr. Vance, who was picked for his fealty to Mr. Trump's political brand, that stage was also a place to plant seeds for a broader political future, whether or not Mr. Trump wins the White House next month.

To do that, Mr. Vance had to repackage his own image as a conservative warrior beloved by right-wing podcast bros but broadly unpopular among voters in polling. He shied away from the fiercest attacks on Mr. Walz, declining to jump on an admission from the Minnesota governor that he "misspoke" when he made claims of being in Hong Kong during the Tiananmen Square massacre in the spring of 1989.

At times, Mr. Vance even appeared to extend a branch of bipartisanship, saying he agreed with Mr. Walz on elements of immigration, mental health, housing and other issues. He expressed concern when Mr. Walz said that his 17-year-old son, Gus, witnessed a shooting at a community center.

"I'm sorry about that and I just want to say, Christ have mercy. It is awful," he said.

Mr. Vance benefited from moderators who agreed at the start to not spend time correcting false claims uttered on the stage, which allowed him to continue largely unfettered by facts or past positions.

At one point, Mr. Vance falsely claimed he never backed a national abortion restriction, saying he supported "a minimum national standard" -- a phrase used by anti-abortion proponents to describe a 15-week federal ban. His comment went unchecked.

A mild rebuke over the legal status of Haitian migrants in Springfield, Ohio, prompted a quick protest from Mr. Vance.

"The rules were that you guys weren't going to fact-check," he told the moderators, before trying to detail the legal intricacies of the immigration process.

Some of Mr. Vance's previous efforts to speak for the former president failed disastrously. After Mr. Vance said Mr. Trump would veto a national abortion bill, he was rebuked by the former president from his own debate stage last month. (During Tuesday's debate, Mr. Trump pivoted yet again, posting on his social media network that he would, in fact, veto such a ban.)

But Mr. Vance did not repeat the mistake of speaking directly for the former president.

He made little effort to directly rebut some of Mr. Trump's remarks, ignoring a question about whether he agreed with the former president's description of climate change as a "hoax." Mr. Vance refused to say whether a second Trump administration would separate parents from their children as part of a plan to deport millions of undocumented immigrants.

And he asked a question some of Mr. Trump's campaign aides would like the former president to press daily: If Ms. Harris wants to lower housing prices and other costs, why hasn't she done that yet?

"Who has been the vice president for the last three and a half years? And the answer is your running mate, not mine," he said to Mr. Walz.

The question was meant to remind voters of her ties to the administration in power in the White House and undercut her efforts to cast her campaign as the change many Americans are seeking.

But for all his careful positioning, there was one crucial issue on which Mr. Vance broke with Mr. Trump.

"We are going to shake hands after this debate and after this election," Mr. Vance said, making a promise about how he would handle the outcome of the contest. "I hope that we'll win, and I think we're going to win, but if Tim Walz is the next vice president, he'll have my prayers, he'll have my best wishes and he'll have my help, whenever he wants it."

His boss may have a word with him about that.
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Critic's Notebook


Vance and Walz's Battle of the Network Co-Stars

In what could be the last prime-time showdown of the 2024 campaign, the supporting players performed against type.

On Tuesday night, JD Vance, left, and Tim Walz met for the last scheduled debate of the 2024 campaign. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times



By James Poniewozik
The author, the chief TV critic for The New York Times, has been writing about the intersection of television and politics since Bill Clinton's presidency.


Oct 02, 2024 at 04:16 PM

If a presidential election is a TV series -- and partly it is, like it or not -- then the vice-presidential debate is usually a departure episode: an installment that briefly shifts focus to a couple of side characters. It might be memorable or forgettable, but it is generally skippable.

Tuesday's debate between Senator JD Vance of Ohio and Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota was a bit different. With only Kamala Harris having committed to an Oct. 23 debate proffered by CNN and Donald J. Trump having thus far declined, it may well have been the last big prime-time moment until election night.

It was not, however, a bombshell-packed season-ender. The change in cast produced a change in style, in a spirited but often surprisingly collegial debate whose attacks were largely aimed offstage, at the leaders of the ticket.

This was not the debate one might have expected from these candidates, each chosen in part for his media presence. Mr. Vance has been combative in TV interviews, embodying the trolling spirit of Mr. Trump's most extremely online surrogates. Mr. Walz shot to fame on the strength of his cable news appearances and quirky viral videos, playing the down-to-earth happy warrior who mocked opponents as "weird."

Neither performed to type on the CBS stage. Mr. Vance, who can be cutting and snide in TV interviews (and has been notorious for insults like "childless cat ladies"), answered smoothly and kept mainly cordial to his opponent. Mr. Walz, while peppering his answers with folksy touches -- "My pro tip of the day is this" -- spoke in a nervous rush, with fewer flashes of "Coach Walz" pep.

A decade of Trump has conditioned us to think of debates as rounds of Mortal Kombat, with dire rhetoric and imagery to match. Here, there was a lot of "I agree" and "I think this is a healthy conversation" amid the factual disputes and prepared critiques of the top of the ticket. You might briefly have forgotten this was America in the year 2024.

Unlike at the two earlier presidential debates, the network rarely muted the candidates' microphones, allowing the possibility of cross-talk. But the talk, with a few exceptions, refused to get cross.

CBS had also said before the debate that its moderators, Norah O'Donnell and Margaret Brennan, would focus on facilitating exchanges rather than on fact-checking.

Fact-check: Not entirely. In a section on immigration, Ms. Brennan corrected Mr. Vance for implying that Haitian immigrants in Ohio were "illegal," pointing out that "a large number" have legal status. This started a flare-up; Mr. Vance complained that there had been a "rule" against fact-checking (fact check: the debate ground rules did not state that), and both candidates' microphones were muted amid the ensuing argument.

Conservative media, which has tended to see fact-checking as pro-Democrat at least since Candy Crowley's correction of Mitt Romney in 2012, did not approve. On Fox News, Laura Ingraham condemned the moderators' "smug and arrogant bias." On X, Megyn Kelly simply posted, "F you CBS."

The fact-checks were still fairly rare, however, as Mr. Vance spun a history in which Mr. Trump saved Obamacare (which he tried to repeal) and graciously left office in 2021. (CBS outsourced much of the work to its website, which it invited viewers to visit using an onscreen QR code.)

And while Mr. Vance has made a trade of attacking the media, he kept calm, coming across as the more assured, nimble and polished debater. Mr. Walz, who seemed stuffed to the gills with prepared responses, often tripped on his syntax and fumbled his lines. ("I've become friends with school shooters," he said, referring to having met with the families of victims.)

Late in the debate, however, Mr. Walz took advantage of the opportunity for cross-talk to create one of the debate's more replayable exchanges. Modern debates, after all, are often fought through internet and cable-news clips as much as they are fought on the stage. Turning to Mr. Vance amid a discussion of the Jan. 6 attack and democracy, Mr. Walz asked whether Mr. Trump had lost the 2020 election.

"Tim, I'm focused on the future," was the response. Mr. Walz called it a "damning non-answer" but it may have been more pleasing to Mr. Trump, the audience of one who was live-reviewing his running mate's performance on Truth Social.

Still, after one debate that ended a president's candidacy and another in which Ms. Harris baited Mr. Trump to go on tilt, there was not much in the way of memeable, remixable moments. No one ranted about pet-eating; no one finally beat Medicare.

In fact, it seems hard to believe that this could be the final big TV event of an election that has been piling on the plot twists since summer. It feels anticlimactic, like an Oscars ceremony ending with the award for best supporting actor.

But this is, for the moment, our finale of record -- at least until the next surprise episode drops.
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On Child Care, Vance Tests a Talking Point Democrats Also Embrace

Both vice-presidential candidates say the government should spend more on child care, a rare point of agreement. But there are still major differences in how they talk about families and gender roles.

At the vice-presidential debate on Tuesday, Senator JD Vance, Republican of Ohio, said he would support federal spending on child care to bring down costs for families. Kenny Holston/The New York Times



By Dana Goldstein



Oct 02, 2024 at 05:33 PM

In a Tuesday vice-presidential debate studded with surprising points of agreement between two starkly different candidates, an extended discussion of child care stood out.

Over the past three years, Congressional Republicans, with the help of one key moderate Democrat, essentially killed President Biden's attempts to create a national affordable child-care system and extend a generous pandemic-era tax credit for families with children.

Nevertheless, on the debate stage, Senator JD Vance of Ohio, Donald J. Trump's running mate, wholeheartedly agreed with Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, the running mate of Vice President Kamala Harris, that shortages of affordable child care are a crisis for American families, and that the federal government should provide cash payments to parents.

"A lot of us care about this issue," Mr. Vance said. He deftly used the line of questioning to rebut the image of him that has been painted by critics in recent months, as a right-wing scold with dated views on women and motherhood.

"I'm married to a beautiful woman who is an incredible mother to our three beautiful kids, but is also a very, very brilliant corporate litigator," he said. "A lot of young women would like to go back to work immediately. Some would like to spend a little time home with the kids. Some would like to spend longer at home with the kids. We should have a family care model that makes choice possible."

In sketching out his beliefs on child care, Mr. Vance sounded more like the moderate Republican he was perceived to be before he became so closely allied with Mr. Trump and the very-online right. He has long been loosely affiliated with a group of conservative intellectuals who have pushed the Republican Party to embrace government spending on child care and cash benefits, in part to encourage parents to have more children as access to abortion has become more limited.

At the debate, he argued that one way to bring down costs for child care was to allow the federal government to subsidize the informal care that takes place at home or outside of child-care centers.

There were still important differences between his position and how Democrats talk about the issue. Mr. Vance's rhetoric on choice in child care is, in part, a reference to making it easier for parents -- particularly mothers -- to stay home with their children. Democrats tend to talk about child-care benefits as gender-neutral and as a crucial way to get more parents into the work force.

The morning after the debate, Oren Cass, a Republican who has been pushing for the party to embrace more generous child-care benefits, sounded elated. He is a former adviser to Mitt Romney and the founder of American Compass, a think tank trying to shift Republican social policy to become more populist.

During Tuesday's debate, Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, Vice President Kamala Harris's running mate, promoted the universal paid family leave program he signed into law in Minnesota. The program would be funded by a payroll tax shared between workers and employers. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


"Outside of the highly educated, upper-income segment, the overwhelming majority of parents prefer either a stay-at-home parent or informal care over the commercial or government day care option," he said.

"The only way to help people arrange the lives they want is to give people the resources directly," he added.

Mr. Cass said he viewed the vice-presidential debate as a significant moment of change in national politics that signaled the potential for bipartisan cooperation on family policy in the coming years.

"Generational shifts are inevitable," he said, noting Mr. Vance's age -- 40. "This is what conservatism will be."

Of course, during the debate, Mr. Vance melded his instincts on child care with a hefty dose of Trumpism. He repeated the former president's claim that tariffs on imports would raise so much money that paying for federal child benefits would be a breeze. Economists are dubious, and Mr. Walz pointed out that tariffs would raise the cost of goods for American households, potentially offsetting gains from more generous child benefits.

Mr. Walz promoted the universal paid family leave program he signed into law in Minnesota, which will be funded by a payroll tax shared between workers and employers. On child care, he gestured, albeit a bit vaguely, toward the fact that the business model is, essentially, broken.

The core problem in the sector is that the fees most parents can afford to pay do not cover the cost of doing business for providers, with money left over for profit. And one reason tuition at American child-care centers is so burdensome is that unlike most other developed nations, the U.S. government generally does not subsidize the cost. That has put care providers among the lowest-paid workers in the American economy.

"You can't expect the most important people in our lives to take care of our children or our parents to get paid the least amount of money," Mr. Walz said.

Julie Kashen, a child-care expert at the liberal Century Foundation, a think tank, said that as governor of Minnesota, Mr. Walz "has the receipts" showing he actually created more generous family benefits.

"Vance's perspective has been, 'Just ask grandma, just ask an aunt,'" she said. "The reality is most families have already tried that, and it's not enough. Grandparents and aunts are helping out. We still need a system that pays child-care educators better and is affordable for families."

During the debate, Mr. Walz did not dwell on the Republican opposition to the Biden administration's Build Back Better plan, which would have capped child-care tuition at 7 percent of income for all but the wealthiest families.

Nor did he take the opportunity to point out that Mr. Vance recently missed a Senate vote on expanding the child tax credit, which failed because of Republican opposition.

Instead, Mr. Walz said, "I don't think Senator Vance and I are that far apart."
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The Campaigns Need Younger People to Vote. Did the V.P. Debate Help?

At three colleges, there were snacks, big screens and homework assignments. But energy and enthusiasm were sparse -- and by the end, even more so.

A vice-presidential debate watch party at Mercer University in Macon, Ga. Dustin Chambers for The New York Times



By Julie Bosman, Robert Chiarito, Alan Blinder and Jeremy W. Peters
Julie Bosman reported from the University of Wisconsin-Parkside, Robert Chiarito from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and Alan Blinder from Mercer University in Macon, Ga.


Oct 02, 2024 at 06:11 AM

In the pivotal battleground of Wisconsin, where presidential elections are won or lost by only tens of thousands of votes, students like those at the University of Wisconsin-Parkside are highly sought after.

But getting young people interested in voting has always been a tall order. And on Tuesday night, that job did not get any easier after the vice-presidential debate between Senator JD Vance of Ohio and Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota.

"This is long, huh?" Grant Pitts, a senior who is president of the Parkside student government, said to a room full of students who groaned in agreement.

Debates between vice-presidential candidates are usually low-impact events, even if they can deliver a memorable moment once a decade or so, like Sarah Palin's wink to the camera in 2008 or Lloyd Bentsen's humbling of Dan Quayle in 1988.

Tuesday night did not deliver one of those moments, at least to students at three colleges in the closely contested swing states of Wisconsin and Georgia. Some students, jaded with politics altogether, seemed to have decided well before the debate that it would not be must-see TV. Many said they had already settled on a candidate, and that there was little either Mr. Vance or Mr. Walz could say to change their minds.

At the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, only a handful of people showed up for a watch party at the student union that had been advertised online and in the school newspaper well before Tuesday.

The vice-presidential debate watch party at University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Robert Chiarito for The New York Times


"No one around here seems to be into politics, and those who are probably made up their minds a long time ago," said Jade Rahn, a 19-year-old sophomore who will be voting in her first presidential election in November. As she watched from a mostly empty student lounge where a table of snacks sat mostly untouched, Ms. Rahn said she has been leaning toward Mr. Trump because she believes he handled economic issues better.

And while she remains somewhat receptive to switching candidates, nothing she heard at the debate moved her much. "I'm open," Ms. Rahn said, taking an occasional break from the debate to finish some homework. "But don't think anything said during this debate will change my mind."

Younger voters present a challenge for the campaigns of Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald J. Trump. Many say they are disillusioned by the negativity of American politics and doubt that any candidate can help put the country -- and their lives -- back on track. They came of age in an era when problems such as climate change and mass shootings overwhelmed many in their generation, and the American political system seemed unable to do anything to fix them.

Ethan Hightire, a 21-year-old senior at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, said he was not even aware of the vice-presidential debate until a day ago. He came to watch with his classmates hoping to hear from the candidates themselves, instead of relying on a news media that he believes is not telling the full story.

For younger people, the debate on Tuesday offered something novel: a stage without Mr. Trump. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


"It's hard to take a stance because most of the information online and in the news is biased," Mr. Hightire said. "I think it's better to hear directly from them."

But even that may not be enough for Mr. Hightire to make a decision with confidence because, he said, "What they say may not be what they do."

At Mercer University in Macon, Ga., the organizers of a nonpartisan watch party weren't quite certain how many people would show up. Three weeks earlier, a watch party for the debate between Ms. Harris and Mr. Trump drew about 60 people. On Tuesday, the crowd ended up being quite a bit short of that.

Hannah Griffin, a 20-year-old premedical student who is studying biochemistry, said she yearned for an election where a vice-presidential debate would help decide her vote. But as she watched, she acknowledged that the volleys between Mr. Vance and Mr. Walz would do absolutely nothing to sway her in November.

"It is my hope that at some time in the future, we will have better candidates that aren't Donald Trump and just so unbelievably horrible that, really, the only option, at least for me personally, is to vote for Kamala Harris," Ms. Griffin said.

At Mercer's student center, some paid more attention than others. And neither Mr. Vance nor Mr. Walz provoked much of a reaction from the room. With fall break looming, many students eyed the debate while doing homework or enjoying the free snacks.

For younger people who have yet to experience a presidential election as full-fledged, voting-age citizens, the debate on Tuesday offered something novel: a stage without Mr. Trump.

Ryan Rivera, a 20-year-old who works at a Target in the Phoenix area, was struck by how much Mr. Trump's absence changed the dynamics -- and felt almost pleasant. "Honestly, it's refreshing to see two political candidates be genuinely respectful to each other," said Mx. Rivera, who uses they/them pronouns. "We cling to the drama. It's just nice to not have that."

Even if some voters said they were putting a lot of weight on the vice-presidential debate, it was probably never likely to factor significantly in many minds.

The polls have remained relatively stable this year despite a torrent of history-making news that could have upended any other presidential race. These include the first criminal conviction of a former president, the late decision by a sitting president not to run for re-election and two assassination attempts against Mr. Trump.

Watch party organizers at Mercer University weren't sure how many students might show up on Tuesday night. Dustin Chambers for The New York Times


Mr. Walz seemed to nod at one point to the fact that Americans had other things on their minds when he used his closing statement to jokingly thank "the folks who missed 'Dancing with the Stars.'"

By the time candidates delivered their closing remarks, only two students remained at the Milwaukee watch party.

At the University of Wisconsin-Parkside, a small campus in the southeastern corner of the state with 3,200 undergraduates, the student body is more diverse than the state's overall population. More than 35 percent of students are eligible for Pell Grants and nearly half are the first in their families to attend college. Maribel Munoz, 18, a freshman, said she had cringed at Mr. Vance's comments on immigration, especially when the topic of Haitian immigrants in Springfield, Ohio, was raised.

"I'm the granddaughter of two immigrants," she said.

But as unappealing as she found Mr. Vance, she said she was not sure the Democratic ticket was a much better alternative.

"I'm not sure if I will vote," Ms. Munoz said.

Jack Healy and Oralandar Brand-Williams contributed reporting.
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A Shift Among Democrats: Embrace Record Levels of Oil and Gas

Tim Walz said climate change is real, but boasted about high U.S. levels of oil and gas production. JD Vance called climate change "weird science."

Neither senator JD Vance of Ohio, left, nor Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, discussed the one thing scientists say is imperative: to stop burning fossil fuels. Kenny Holston/The New York Times



By Lisa Friedman



Oct 02, 2024 at 08:19 PM

JD Vance and Tim Walz on Tuesday both avoided talking about the main cause of global warming that is powering the kind of violent weather that struck the Southeast this week: the burning of fossil fuels.

Mr. Vance, the Republican vice-presidential candidate, used a rhetorical flourish during his debate with Mr. Walz to raise doubts about the established science of climate change. "This idea that carbon emissions drives all the climate change, well, let's just say that's true, just for the sake of argument," he said. His running mate, Donald J. Trump, has mocked global warming as "a hoax."

But Mr. Walz, the Democratic vice-presidential candidate who said "climate change is real" and spoke of the ravages of extreme weather, nevertheless shied away from any suggestion that the United States, the world's biggest historic emitter of carbon dioxide, should stop burning oil, gas and coal.

He spoke instead of the economic benefits of investing in clean energy and the need for the country to adapt to climate change.

And he boasted that oil and gas production has reached record levels under the Biden administration, in addition to gains in solar, wind and other nonpolluting energy sources. "We are producing more natural gas and oil than any time we ever had," Mr. Walz said. "We're also producing more clean energy." 

Mr. Walz's comments echoed a similar line that Vice President Kamala Harris used during her debate with Mr. Trump last month. "We have invested a trillion dollars in a clean energy economy while we have also increased domestic gas production to historic levels," Ms. Harris said.

It's a subtle shift in messaging among Democrats. Just a few months ago, the White House was seeking to avoid the fact that President Biden, who has called for a transition away from fossil fuels, has in fact overseen the biggest oil and gas boom in United States history.

That began to change on Aug. 31, when Mr. Biden posted on social media that "on my watch" the United States has "responsibly increased our oil production to meet our immediate needs -- without delaying or deferring our transition to clean energy."

According to the U.S. Energy Information Administration, energy production in America is now at an all-time high.

"Democrats have made the political judgment that they don't get more votes by talking about reducing fossil fuel production," said Michael Gerrard, director of the Sabin Center for Climate Change Law at Columbia University. He said the decline of coal, oil and gas is implicit in the rhetoric from Ms. Harris and Mr. Walz, because the expansion in wind and solar power they seek would reduce demand for fossil fuels.

But, Mr. Gerrard said, Democrats feel no pressure from the environmental movement or young climate-minded voters to make that case explicitly.

"They believe they already have the environmental vote locked up and the people they're worried about are the swing voters, many of whom are in Pennsylvania, which is a fracking state," he said.

As a senator from California and a 2019 candidate for the presidency, Ms. Harris supported a ban on fracking, a technique for extracting oil and gas from deep underground that has been blamed for environmental and human health problems.

She has since reversed that position and promised during her debate last month with Mr. Trump that she would not implement a ban.

Still, Mr. Trump has insisted that a Harris administration would mean the end of fracking, and more broadly all oil and gas production. His energy policies are defined by his oft-repeated catchphrase, "drill, baby, drill." On Wednesday Mr. Trump was expected to be in Midland, Texas, for a fund-raiser with oil executives, according to two people familiar with the event. At a similar event in April at his Mar-a-Lago resort, Mr. Trump suggested oil executives should donate $1 billion to his presidential campaign because, if elected, he would roll back environmental rules that he said hampered their industry, according to people in attendance.

Mr. Vance also has shifted his position on energy. In 2020 he said "we have a climate problem in our society" and supported the development of clean energy.

At Tuesday's debate, Mr. Vance called clean energy "a slogan" and said that "if you believe" in climate change, the solution is to bring manufacturing back to the United States and develop "as much energy as possible in the United States of America because we are the cleanest economy in the entire world."

Mr. Walz responded that the Inflation Reduction Act, which President Biden signed in 2022 to provide more than $370 billion for wind, solar, batteries and other clean energy production, is doing just that. "All those things are happening," he told Mr. Vance.

The law also includes billions of dollars for nuclear energy, hydrogen and carbon capture technology for fossil fuel plants. Recently, the Energy Department completed a $1.52 billion loan guarantee to help a company restart a shuttered nuclear plant in Michigan. It also ensures new oil and gas drilling leases in waters off Alaska, as well as the Gulf of Mexico.

Democrats passed the bill, without a single Republican vote. Ms. Harris, in her role as vice president, cast the tiebreaking vote in the Senate.

Amanda Eversole, the executive vice president of the American Petroleum Institute, which represents the oil and gas industry, said her group was "encouraged that both candidates onstage last night were agreeing about the importance of America being an energy superpower." But she said, "When it comes to the specifics about what that means, there are a lot of unanswered questions."

Environmental groups were split on the Democratic ticket's approach of touting oil and gas development.

Collin Rees, the campaign manager at Oil Change U.S., an environmental group that wants an end to fossil fuels, called Mr. Walz's position "incompatible with the urgent climate action we know is necessary."

Others said the support from Democrats for clean energy and their clear acknowledgment of the climate crisis was more important than any nod to oil and gas production.

"JD Vance spewed utter nonsense," said Stevie O'Hanlon, the spokeswoman for the Sunrise Movement, an environmental group. "He made it clear that a Trump-Vance administration would do nothing to stop the climate crisis and prevent more disasters like Helene because they don't want to upset their fossil fuel billionaire donors."

Paul Bledsoe, a lecturer at American University's Center for Environmental Policy, said the refusal to discuss the root causes of climate change was "tone deaf" in the wake of a disaster like Hurricane Helene. "The focus on inflation and the economy seems to be driving a reluctance to talk about emissions reductions," he said, adding "They're missing the costs of climate impacts."

A study published in Nature earlier this year estimated that climate change-fueled weather disasters will cost the global economy $38 trillion per year by 2049.
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What to Know About JD Vance and Project 2025

JD Vance has repeatedly tried to distance himself from the project, a conservative policy blueprint for a future Republican administration that has outraged Democrats.

Senator JD Vance of Ohio has sought to distance himself from Project 2025, a policy plan created for the next Republican president. Jenn Ackerman for The New York Times



By Simon J. Levien



Oct 01, 2024 at 02:29 PM

Democrats have hammered former President Donald J. Trump and Senator JD Vance of Ohio, his running mate, over Project 2025, a conservative policy plan that pledges a radical transformation of the federal government.

At the vice-presidential debate on Tuesday, Mr. Vance will spar with Vice President Kamala Harris's running mate, Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota. Mr. Walz has repeatedly sought to tie Mr. Vance to the project, while Mr. Vance has tried to distance himself from it.

"If you're going to take the time to draw up a playbook, you're damn sure going to use it," said Mr. Walz in August about the Trump campaign's attempts to downplay Project 2025. While he and Ms. Harris frequently pin the project on Mr. Trump, the former president did not author it and, after Democratic attacks, disavowed it.

The document, totaling about 900 pages, details extreme executive-branch overhauls, such as plans for disbanding several federal departments including the Education Department, rejecting the concept of abortion as health care, undoing environmental regulations and criminalizing pornography. It also proposes ending protections for many civil-service roles so they may be filled with appointees loyal to the president -- a notion backed by both Mr. Trump and Mr. Vance.

House Democrats attended a hearing about Project 2025 last week. Democrats have attacked the Republican ticket over the project.  Will Oliver/EPA, via Shutterstock


Project 2025 was spearheaded by the Heritage Foundation, a conservative think tank, and created as a blueprint for the next Republican president, though Mr. Trump has his own platform called Agenda 47. But many of his allies and former officials from his administration helped author Project 2025, and there is considerable overlap between its proposals and Mr. Trump's plans for a second term.

Mr. Vance, too, has connections to Project 2025 and its authors.

Vance wrote the foreword for a book by Kevin Roberts, who oversaw Project 2025.

"In the fights that lay ahead, these ideas are an essential weapon," Mr. Vance wrote in the foreword for "Dawn's Early Light," a forthcoming book by Kevin D. Roberts, the leader of the Heritage Foundation and the man who oversaw Project 2025.

The book was set for publication in September, but after Project 2025 drew national scrutiny, that was postponed until after Election Day.

In his foreword, which The New Republic obtained and published, Mr. Vance also described the Heritage Foundation as "the most influential engine of ideas for Republicans from Ronald Reagan to Donald Trump."

William Martin, a spokesman for Mr. Vance, said in an email that "the foreword has nothing to do with Project 2025," and emphasized that the senator had "disagreements with what they're calling for."

Kevin D. Roberts, the leader of the Heritage Foundation and the man who oversaw Project 2025. Mr. Roberts said he is "good friends" with JD Vance. George Walker IV/Associated Press


A spokesman for the Heritage Foundation said in a statement that "Project 2025 does not speak for any candidate or campaign." Mr. Roberts has said he viewed Heritage's role as "institutionalizing Trumpism."

Mr. Roberts has heaped praise on Mr. Vance, calling him "one of the leaders" of the conservative movement. They have appeared at public events together and co-written op-eds. He said he was "good friends" with the senator, and after Mr. Trump picked Mr. Vance as his running mate, he said Mr. Vance was "someone that privately we were really rooting for."

He has connections to some of the Project 2025 contributors.

A former budget director in the Trump White House and the Republican National Convention's policy director, Russell T. Vought, wrote a section of Project 2025 about executive orders. Mr. Vought told Politico in January that he was in "regular contact" with Mr. Vance's Capitol Hill office and that he had "one of the closest relationships" with his office compared to other lawmakers' offices on the hill.

A spokesman for Mr. Vance did not respond to a request for comment about the relationship between the two.

Russell T. Vought, a former budget director in the Trump White House and the Republican National Convention's policy director. Doug Mills/The New York Times


Mr. Vance also has ties to at least a couple of other people listed among the project's several hundred contributors.

He frequented American Compass, a think tank run by Oren Cass that was one of over 100 groups that made up the advisory board for Project 2025. Mr. Cass, an economist, has supported some of Mr. Trump's "America First" economic policies and contributed to the project's chapter on labor policy. Mr. Vance has also cited Mr. Cass's work in his economic thinking.

He has also cited Elbridge Colby as an influence on his foreign policy thinking. Mr. Colby served in Mr. Trump's Defense Department and is a staunch anti-interventionist skeptical of multilateral institutions like NATO.

The extent of the contributions from Mr. Cass and Mr. Colby are not detailed in the project.

He wrote a preface for a separate Heritage Foundation report in 2017.

Mr. Vance has collaborated with the Heritage Foundation before. He wrote a preface for its report about families in 2017, calling the report's policy discussions "admirable." The package included 29 essays by conservative commentators, policy experts and Christian clergy members who largely opposed abortion and in vitro fertilization -- describing I.V.F. as harmful to women -- and offered guidance on raising children.

The essays said that abortion should become "unthinkable" in the U.S. and praised state laws restricting abortion access. They also included instructions on how to raise families, arguing that a two-parent heterosexual household was the "ideal" environment for children. The recommendations bear similarities to Project 2025's proposals.

"Senator Vance has long made clear that he supports I.V.F. and does not agree with every opinion in this seven-year-old report, which features a range of unique views from dozens of conservative thinkers," said Luke Schroeder, a spokesman for Mr. Vance.

A spokesman for the Heritage Foundation also said Mr. Vance had no involvement with the policy ideas in the report.

What has Vance said about Project 2025?

In July, after Democrats had begun attacking Mr. Trump over the project, Mr. Vance dismissed the project's importance to most Americans, though he also said he found parts of the project agreeable. He did not specify which parts.

JD Vance has said that "Project 2025 is not affiliated with the Trump campaign."  Kenny Holston/The New York Times


"There are some good ideas in there," Mr. Vance said in an interview with Newsmax, the conservative broadcaster, adding that "there are some things I disagree with."

In interviews, Mr. Vance has distanced himself from the project and its leader. Mr. Schroeder, his spokesman, said in a statement that attempts by the Harris campaign to demonstrate Mr. Vance's support for Project 2025 were a "debunked conspiracy theory."

"Project 2025 is not affiliated with the Trump campaign," Mr. Vance said on CNN in August. "Kevin Roberts is a friend of mine, but I wouldn't say that he speaks for the president, in the same way I wouldn't say that he speaks for me."
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political memo


Flare-Up in Israel-Iran Conflict Leaves Harris Unable to Avoid the Subject

Missiles over Tel Aviv fed Donald Trump's narrative of a world in chaos and vaporized any hopes of an end to the war. In the near term, that poses political problems for Democrats.

Vice President Kamala Harris after delivering remarks on Iran's attack in Israel in Washington on Tuesday. Pete Marovich for The New York Times
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Oct 02, 2024 at 06:17 PM

Six months ago, President Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris -- caught between a left flank demanding punishment for Israel and moderate voters pleading with them to stand by their ally -- could only hope that the war in Gaza would exhaust itself, or even that Israel's right-wing leader would choose a legacy-defining peace over an endless armed conflict.

Five weeks before the election, it is clear that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has a military and political timetable of his own. Now, all Ms. Harris can do is pray that the widening war in the Middle East does not overwhelm her candidacy and confirm in the minds of the last few undecided voters the idea that her opponent Donald Trump is promoting: that the world is out of control thanks to the weak leadership of the Biden-Harris administration.

Tuesday's vice-presidential debate was supposed to be the last set-piece moment of Campaign 2024 before the final sprint to Election Day. It was all but overshadowed by the transfixing images of Iranian ballistic missiles confronting Israeli defense systems in the darkened skies over Tel Aviv and Jerusalem.

Mr. Netanyahu vowed retaliation -- "Iran made a big mistake, and it will pay for it," he said -- while Ms. Harris was steadfast in what she called her "cleareyed" condemnation of Iran, denouncing it as a "destabilizing, dangerous force in the Middle East."

Her running mate, Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, was left to frame the issue of a looming regional war as a test of character.

"What's fundamental here is that steady leadership is going to matter," Mr. Walz said in the debate. "It's clear, and the world saw it on that debate stage a few weeks ago. A nearly 80-year-old Donald Trump talking about crowd sizes is not what we need in this moment."

During Tuesday night's vice-presidential debate, Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota was left to frame the issue of a looming regional war as a test of character. Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times


But any dreams of a triumphant diplomatic breakthrough to end the hostilities, bring home the remaining Israeli hostages in Gaza or even get peace talks on track in the waning days of the Biden administration were atomized along with that hail of debris from shattered Iranian missiles raining over Israel.

It was a moment the Republicans were not going to waste.

"As much as Governor Walz just accused Donald Trump of being an agent of chaos, Donald Trump actually delivered stability in the world," Senator JD Vance of Ohio, the Republican vice-presidential nominee, said on Tuesday night.

To be sure, American voters still put foreign policy well down the list of their highest priorities, far below the economy, abortion, inflation and character. But to Mr. Trump, the conflict in the Middle East is part of a much larger narrative that he has been weaving the entire campaign.

He has said repeatedly that feckless Democratic leadership in Washington has let events spin out of control on matters like Afghanistan, Israel and Ukraine abroad; the U.S.-Mexican border; and the price of groceries at home: All was peaceful and prosperous when he was in power, and his strong hands on the wheel would bring peace and prosperity back.

"Look at the World today," Mr. Trump wrote on social media on Tuesday. "Look at the missiles flying right now in the Middle East, look at what's happening with Russia/Ukraine, look at Inflation destroying the World. NONE OF THIS HAPPENED WHILE I WAS PRESIDENT!"

His narrative leaves out key events, including Iran's shelling of U.S. military forces stationed in Iraq and the pandemic-driven economic collapse of his final year in office. But Mr. Trump's politics have always been impressionistic, and the events of recent days are helping his cause.

Israel is nearing all-out war with its biggest regional adversary, Iran. 

And the Biden administration now appears incapable of restraining Mr. Netanyahu, who got virtually everything he wanted from Mr. Trump when he was in the White House and is likely to relish his return to power.

Lara Friedman, president of the Foundation for Middle East Peace, said that Ms. Harris seemed to have just hunkered down, waiting for Election Day before making any affirmative effort to change the course of events in the Middle East and pressure Mr. Netanyahu to de-escalate.

It isn't working -- politically or diplomatically.

"She was in a bind from the beginning," Ms. Friedman said. "If she gave an inch" toward criticizing the Israeli government, "she would be framed as anti-Israel or even antisemitic. Even if she doesn't give an inch, she's still being framed as anti-Israel or antisemitic."

"So maybe it would be better to conceptualize and stand behind a defensible policy" in the region, Ms. Friedman added.

Ms. Harris's bind is only growing worse. The anger that Palestinian Americans were feeling toward the administration -- especially in the key swing state of Michigan -- has now been joined by anger from Lebanese Americans, also concentrated in Michigan, who are decrying the indiscriminate bombing of their homeland.

Israel's airstrikes and military incursion into Lebanon have prompted anger among Lebanese-Americans in Michigan. Diego Ibarra Sanchez for The New York Times


Attila Somfalvi, an independent political analyst in Israel, said on Wednesday that Mr. Netanyahu actually had more political space for a diplomatic resolution of the tensions. He has expanded his government beyond the narrow, far-right coalition that put him back into power, and the killing of Hezbollah's leader, Hassan Nasrallah, has increased his popularity.

"There's a feeling of strength again; people are saying, 'Look, the magician is back,'" Mr. Somfalvi said.

But for years, going back to the presidency of Barack Obama, Mr. Netanyahu has cultivated the belief among his supporters that the Democrats are the enemy, weak supporters of Israel at best, treacherous at worst. And now, with the Israeli right sensing a possible return of Mr. Trump, Mr. Netanyahu has no political incentive to help Ms. Harris.

"It's pretty clear where the prime minister stands," Mr. Somfalvi said. "All those fans of Netanyahu are very pro-Trump. It doesn't matter what Biden and Harris have done over the last year. They say they need Trump."

Earlier this year, that was not clear. Dennis B. Ross, a former presidential envoy to the Middle East, mused in an interview in March that Mr. Netanyahu might -- just might -- want the peace accord with Saudi Arabia that the Biden administration was trying to broker as his legacy, instead of the carnage of Hamas's Oct. 7 attack on Israel. To attain that, he would have to accept a cease-fire in Gaza and a resumption of talks on autonomy for the Palestinians.

"A normalization deal with Saudi Arabia would serve both men," he said of Mr. Biden and Mr. Netanyahu, while conceding, "the longer this goes on, given the political calendar, the less chance this can happen."

That political calendar is now spent. Ms. Harris is likely to use the growing crisis in the Middle East to look resolute and presidential, as she did on Tuesday when she described joining the president and his national security team in the White House Situation Room to watch Iran's missile attack on Israel unfold.

"Israel, with our assistance, was able to defeat this attack," she declared. "Our joint defenses have been effective, and this operation and successful cooperation saved many innocent lives."

With an uncertain season of Jewish High Holy Days beginning Wednesday night, with the first anniversary of the Hamas massacre of Israelis arriving on Monday, and with early voting already underway, Mr. Trump and Mr. Vance will take every opportunity to lay conflict at the feet of the Democrats.

"Donald Trump consistently made the world more secure," Mr. Vance said in the debate. "When did Iran and Hamas and their proxies attack Israel? It was during the administration of Kamala Harris."
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What Happens Next in Hunter Biden's Criminal Cases

The president's son now confronts a daunting and uncertain process that could result in serious time behind bars when he is sentenced in his tax and gun cases in mid-December.

Hunter Biden is at the mercy of two federal judges following sentencing guidelines. Jenna Schoenefeld for The New York Times



By Glenn Thrush
Reporting from Washington


Oct 02, 2024 at 06:37 PM

Hunter Biden was relieved, at least for a while, after pleading guilty to tax offenses in Los Angeles on Sept. 5 -- sparing him the ordeal of a second criminal trial.

But Mr. Biden, 54, now confronts a daunting and uncertain process that could result in serious time behind bars when he is sentenced in Delaware on Dec. 13 and California on Dec. 16.

He is looking at a maximum of 17 years in federal prison for the tax charges, and $1.35 million in fines. He faced nine counts for falsifying records and failing to file returns dating to a period when he was hooked on crack, alcohol and easy cash. That is on top of the 25-year maximum he faces after being convicted in Delaware for lying on a federal gun application.

He will serve, at most, a small fraction of that time -- and his legal team hopes to spare him even that. Looming above it all is one outstanding question: Will his father, President Biden, intervene with a pardon or commutation?

Hunter Biden is at the mercy of two federal judges following sentencing guidelines that suggest he is likely to serve a year or more behind bars. Here is how his sentencings are likely to play out.

What sentence will he get in the tax case?

The fate of every federal felon is dependent on a single digit -- a numerical score calculated from the U.S. Sentencing Commission's rating scale that runs from one, for minor crimes, to 43, which is assigned to the most serious offenses. The higher the score, the stiffer the sentence.

In the tax case, Mr. Biden's score is about 17 for each charge, based on the guidelines, which typically means six to 12 years in prison cumulatively.

But Mr. Biden is more likely to be sentenced to about two to three years, after judges account for other factors and the practice of calculating sentences concurrently for defendants fitting his profile, legal experts say.

Points are added or subtracted based on a person's profile. They are tacked on for aggravating factors such as career criminality or a pattern of violence, or taken off for mitigating factors. The latter are called "discounts."

Mr. Biden is a first-time offender. He has been clean and sober for years and paid his taxes and fines years ago, albeit with money provided by a wealthy benefactor. He has repeatedly apologized for his actions and admitted legal culpability in the tax case, sparing the court a trial that would have most likely spanned three grueling weeks.

But federal judges have wide discretion and could simply choose not to give Mr. Biden the discounts he requests. The judge in California, for instance, could punish Mr. Biden for waiting until the day of jury selection to enter his plea, legal experts say.

Also working against him: the extent of his income and the $1.4 million in taxes he failed to pay while bankrolling a wild, reckless and addiction-fueled spending binge, as well as his previous conviction in Delaware.

He would have a lower score if the dollar amounts were smaller, which is why his team is likely to argue that the amount of his income from that period was lower than the government's claims.

When multiple charges arise from a single criminal act rather than a wider-ranging pattern of criminality, judges typically issue concurrent sentences, using the guidelines for the most serious charge, said Douglas Berman, a professor at the Moritz College of Law at Ohio State University who has studied sentencing.

That boils down to a sentence of roughly 24 to 36 months.

What about the gun case?

In June, Mr. Biden was found guilty on three counts related to lying about his drug addiction when he applied to buy a handgun in Delaware, offenses rarely prosecuted as stand-alone crimes.

It was a particularly bitter blow. In July 2023, a plea deal that would have allowed Mr. Biden to avoid any prison time on both cases imploded when the judge in the gun case raised questions about its legality.

By one calculation, Mr. Biden has a base-line score of 12, which would carry a 10-to-16-month sentence, according to the sentencing guidelines.

But a number of variables are at play -- meaning his sentence could end up closer to zero to six months if he can prove he bought "all ammunition and firearms solely for lawful sporting purposes or collection." Showing that could lead to one of the most significant reductions available to him.

During a messy weeklong gun trial, Mr. Biden's team introduced evidence, including a police report, that he bought the gun for target practice and out of nostalgia for sport shooting. But prosecutors could try to prove he also bought the gun for self-protection at a time when he was interacting with dangerous criminals, which could result in a stiffer sentence.

After Mr. Biden's conviction, David C. Weiss, the special counsel who brought both cases, told reporters he had prosecuted Mr. Biden to show that nobody "is above the law." But he also suggested the government would not seek a sentence more severe than for any other person convicted in such a case.

What will the judges do?

Federal judges have broad leeway in determining sentences, provided they abide by basic guidelines laid out in federal law.

It is uncommon, but not unheard-of, for judges to veer from guidelines to issue more lenient sentences. To do so, they must draft an opinion explaining why they want to "depart" from the standard guidelines.

Mr. Biden's team does not believe that either of the two Trump-appointed judges presiding over the cases will do that, given the intense public scrutiny of their actions.

Judge Maryellen Noreika, who is overseeing the gun case in Delaware, was a low-profile patent litigator with no experience in criminal cases before being appointed to the federal bench in 2017. She has a limited record in criminal cases.

Defense lawyers generally view Judge Mark C. Scarsi, who is overseeing the tax case in Los Angeles, as fair and rigorous, if broadly sympathetic to prosecutors.

Judge Scarsi, a politically moderate intellectual property lawyer, joined the conservative Federalist Society in 2017, just after former President Donald J. Trump was elected. He was confirmed to the bench in 2020.

It was his emphatic rejection of the defense's proposed witnesses at a pretrial hearing in August that paved the way for Mr. Biden's lawyers to enter a guilty plea. His tone caught their attention: At one point, he threatened Mark Geragos, one of the defense lawyers, with a "six figure" fine if he varied from the court's directives.

Judge Scarsi -- who briefly overlapped with Hunter Biden when both attended Georgetown Law School in the 1990s -- has issued notably tough sentences in several recent cases. He sentenced the founder of a construction company to two years in prison for failing to pay $1.6 million in taxes and ordered him to pay that amount.

What will President Biden do?

White House officials have been adamant in publicly rejecting suggestions that President Biden will pardon his son. Those sentiments come directly from the president, who has repeatedly said he does not want to give him preferential treatment, according to current and former White House officials.

Privately, people close to both men question whether President Biden will be able to maintain that position after the election -- when there is maximal personal danger for his son and minimal political consequence for himself. The pressure will only increase if former President Donald J. Trump, who has promised to prosecute his political enemies, wins the election, they said.
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Conditions at Georgia Prisons Violate Constitution, Justice Dept. Says

At one facility, the body of an inmate, possibly strangled in his cell, was so decomposed that the coroner concluded he had been dead for two days without being discovered.

Some facilities run by the Georgia Department of Corrections have only half the necessary personnel to provide security and basic services, according to the findings of a scathing report by the Justice Department. Erik S. Lesser/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Glenn Thrush
Reporting from Washington


Oct 02, 2024 at 12:45 AM

A Justice Department investigation into Georgia's state prison system found conditions that violate the Constitution, including rampant violence, sexual assault, drug smuggling and gang activity, according to a report released on Tuesday.

The investigation by the department's Civil Rights Division comes as the system, which houses around 50,000 inmates at any given time, is in crisis -- with 142 homicides reported at facilities run by the Georgia Department of Corrections from 2018 to 2023.

That number has skyrocketed, with 94 homicides reported in 2021, 2022 and 2023, and at least 24 in the first six months of 2024.

In most similar cases, federal and state officials eventually hash out a restructuring plan that includes federal assistance and compliance benchmarks, with the possibility of filing a lawsuit if state officials do not comply.

Driving the dysfunction is a severe and chronic staffing shortage, a growing problem for many corrections systems, including the federal Bureau of Prisons. In Georgia, some lockups have only half the necessary personnel to provide security and basic services, according to the findings of the scathing report.

"People are assaulted, stabbed raped and killed or left to languish inside facilities that are woefully understaffed," according to the report's authors, led by Kristen Clarke, the assistant attorney general overseeing the Civil Rights Division. "Inmates are maimed and tortured, relegated to an existence of fear, filth and not-so-benign neglect."

Georgia officials are "deliberately indifferent to these unsafe conditions," the report said. "The state has known about the unsafe conditions for years and has failed to take reasonable measures to address them."

The state Corrections Department fired back after the report was released, accusing Justice Department officials of failing to acknowledge "the successful initiatives undertaken to improve conditions" inside the nation's fourth-largest state prison system.

The Corrections Department "fully cooperated with D.O.J.'s investigation and will continue to do so as we begin discussions with D.O.J. over next steps," Joan Heath, a department spokeswoman, wrote in an email.

"As history demonstrates, D.O.J.'s track record in prison oversight is poor -- often entangling systems in years of expensive and unproductive court monitoring," she added, citing the Justice Department's yearslong push to improve conditions at Rikers Island in New York.

But the Justice Department presented example after example of horrific violence that has gone, in some instances, unchecked and undiscovered by overwhelmed prison employees.

In December 2023 alone, five inmates died after being stabbed or involved in altercations at Central State Prison, in Bibb County; Macon State Prison, in Macon County; and Coastal State Prison, in Chatham County.

Over four days in April 2023, two prisoners were assaulted at Smith State Prison, west of Savannah.

One was assaulted by "multiple incarcerated people," in an episode that was captured on video and distributed outside the prison. The body of a second man was found, possibly strangled in his cell, four days later. His body was so decomposed that the coroner concluded he had been dead for two days without being discovered.

Investigators also found a widespread pattern of abuse victimizing L.G.B.T.Q. inmates, along with several reports of gang rapes.

In one instance, from early 2023, a transgender prisoner reported being sexually assaulted at knifepoint. In March 2021, a man at the now-shuttered Georgia State Prison in Tattnall County who was hospitalized for "physical injuries and food deprivation" revealed that a cellmate had sexually assaulted him over a long period of time, according to the report.

The Georgia investigation was prompted by a stunning outbreak of violence in state prisons at the beginning of the decade. During a riot at Ware State Prison that played out on social media, hundreds of inmates took over the building, set fires and took guards hostage, resulting in widespread damage and injuries.

Many of the episodes cited in the report were well known to state officials and the local news media. The Georgia Department of Corrections has taken steps in recent years to address many of the problems by significantly bolstering employee compensation, increasing recruitment efforts and deploying mobile tactical units to patrol particularly troubled prisons.

But those steps "have been inadequate to address the scope of the harm and risk of harm to incarcerated people and employees in G.D.C.'s prisons," the Justice Department wrote.

The Justice Department asked for 82 different improvements to the system, including a comprehensive, systemwide assessment of conditions, a new strategic management plan, stepped-up hiring efforts, new policies for dealing with sexual assaults and harassment, unannounced inspections of cells, better training and a new data collection system.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/01/us/politics/georgia-prison-conditions-unsafe.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Biden Surveys Wreckage From Helene and Deploys 1,000 Troops to Assist

Officials are still uncovering the extent of the devastation in western North Carolina, which President Biden took in from the air. The storm killed at least 183 people in six states.

Homes in Canton, N.C., were leveled by the storm. State officials have said there will be no quick fix for the region. Loren Elliott for The New York Times



By Zach Montague and Jacey Fortin
Zach Montague reported from Washington, and Jacey Fortin from New York.


Oct 02, 2024 at 10:03 AM

President Biden on Wednesday took an aerial tour of the devastation from Hurricane Helene and ordered the Pentagon to deploy up to 1,000 active-duty troops to assist with aid efforts as rescue workers continued dangerous rescue missions in remote mountain communities.

Mr. Biden's visit to the Carolinas came as the death toll from the storm rose to at least 183 people on Wednesday, making Helene the deadliest hurricane to strike the mainland United States since Katrina, which caused nearly 1,400 deaths in 2005, according to statistics from the National Hurricane Center.

"Nobody can deny the impact of the climate crisis anymore -- at least I hope they don't. They must be brain-dead if they do," Mr. Biden said during a briefing on the rescue efforts later in Raleigh, N.C., reflecting on the devastation he saw during the flyover, including flattened mountain towns and homes swept down rivers.

"Today in North Carolina, I saw the impacts of that fury," he added.

Earlier in the day, Alejandro N. Mayorkas, the homeland security secretary, told reporters traveling with the president that the costly relief effort so far could burn through much of the Federal Emergency Management Agency's funding for the rest of the year, leaving the agency unprepared for another major disaster this season unless Congress returns from recess to authorize more funds.

Police officers and other rescuers are continuing to search for missing people across the region. It's unclear how many are still unaccounted for. Nicole Craine for The New York Times


"We are meeting the immediate needs with the money that we have," Mr. Mayorkas told reporters. "We are expecting another hurricane hitting -- we do not have the funds, FEMA does not have the funds, to make it through the season."

At the briefing in Raleigh, Mr. Biden demanded that lawmakers step up to keep the agency funded.

"It's going to cost billions of dollars to deal with the storm and all the communities affected, and Congress has an obligation to ensure the states have the resources they need," the president said.

But earlier on Wednesday, Speaker Mike Johnson said lawmakers would not return to Washington before the November election to consider an emergency spending package.

"We wouldn't even conceivably have the request ready before we get back in November," Mr. Johnson said in an interview, noting that it would take time to assess the damage and calculate the costs of recovery and rebuilding. "There's no necessity for Congress to come back."

Residents clearing debris from a home in Canton, N.C. Loren Elliott for The New York Times


After briefly meeting with a group of officials in South Carolina, including Senator Lindsey Graham and Governor Henry McMaster, Mr. Biden surveyed some of the hardest-hit portions of North Carolina from the air while rescue teams worked below. Alongside North Carolina's governor, Roy Cooper, and Asheville's mayor, Esther Manheimer, he flew over Asheville, Canton, Lake Lure and several other smaller communities hit hard by Helene.

The decision to observe the scene from the air was informed by the severe conditions on the ground, in which more than 1,200 personnel from FEMA and other agencies were still looking for survivors and racing to bring in food and fuel, Mr. Mayorkas told reporters.

"What he does not want to do is in any way impair or impede the rescue that we are providing," he said.

While the president took in the destruction in North Carolina, Vice President Kamala Harris visited the Augusta Emergency Operations Center in Georgia to thank a group of emergency medical workers assembled there.

"There's a lot of work that's going to need to happen over the coming days, weeks and months, and the coordination that we have dedicated ourselves to will be long-lasting," she said.

A walking bridge above the Swannanoa River, which runs between Asheville and Black Mountain, N.C., was destroyed by floodwaters. Nicole Craine for The New York Times


Mr. Biden will meet with officials in Florida and Georgia on Thursday.

The extent of the wreckage across the Southeast is still coming to light six days after Helene made landfall on Florida's Gulf Coast. Across the mountains of southern Appalachia, many residents remain isolated by muddy debris and washed-out roads.

Though the storm did extensive damage in parts of Florida, many of the hardest-hit places were hundreds of miles from any coastline. Floods and landslides rendered roads useless, turned downtowns into ghost towns and reduced entire neighborhoods to piles of rubble.

Broken water systems, downed power lines and poor cellphone service are complicating rescue and recovery efforts. The active-duty troops Mr. Biden is deploying from Fort Liberty in Fayetteville, N.C., will join more than 6,000 National Guard members and 4,800 federal aid workers already spread out across devastated parts of the Southeast.

At least 183 people in six states, from Florida to Virginia, have died because of the hurricane, and it remains unclear how many people are missing, officials have said.

Thousands of emergency workers, including volunteer groups such as World Central Kitchen and the Salvation Army, have been racing to clear blocked roads and push through -- or fly over -- soggy debris to deliver food and water, including with airdrops made from helicopters and cargo planes.

The water system remains damaged in Asheville, where people have had to wait in line for emergency water deliveries. Nicole Craine for The New York Times


In Asheville, a fast-growing city in the shadow of the Blue Ridge Mountains, water access remains a stubborn problem. The University of North Carolina Asheville has been without power, water and internet service since last week, and the school said on Tuesday that classes would not resume until the end of the month.

More than a million electricity customers from Florida to West Virginia were still without power on Wednesday morning, according to the tracking site PowerOutage.us.

While state officials across the Southeast are still focused on immediate needs, including search-and-rescue efforts and road repairs, they have also made clear that there will be no quick fix for the region.

"This disaster is unlike anything our state has ever experienced," said William Ray, North Carolina's emergency management director.

Reporting was contributed by Zolan Kanno-Youngs from Washington, Isabelle Taft and Annie Karni from New York, and Mark Barrett from Asheville, N.C.
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Mayorkas Warns of Funding Shortfall for Rest of Hurricane Season

The homeland security secretary said FEMA, which is dealing with the destruction from Hurricane Helene, would need more money to respond to another major storm.

A destroyed home in Swannanoa, N.C., on Friday. Hurricane Helene caused widespread destruction and at least 183 deaths across six states. Mike Belleme for The New York Times



By Zach Montague
Reporting from Washington


Oct 02, 2024 at 08:54 PM

The Federal Emergency Management Agency does not have enough funding to ride out the remainder of the hurricane season, Alejandro N. Mayorkas, the homeland security secretary, said on Wednesday.

The announcement comes as FEMA is conducting search-and rescue-operations in remote sections of Appalachia six days after Hurricane Helene made landfall in Florida and moved north, causing widespread destruction and the deaths of at least 183 people across six states. President Biden has in recent days approved major-disaster declarations for the states affected by the storm.

"We are meeting the immediate needs with the money that we have," Mr. Mayorkas told reporters on Wednesday while en route to meet with officials in South Carolina. "We are expecting another hurricane hitting -- we do not have the funds, FEMA does not have the funds, to make it through the season."

On Monday, President Biden suggested he might need to summon lawmakers back to Washington to approve extra funding for disaster relief, after a stopgap bill for funding the government that passed last week did not provide the agency enough money to deal with multiple disasters.

And on Tuesday, a bipartisan group of 12 senators from the states affected by Helene urged colleagues in a letter to be prepared to return from recess and send the agency more funding.

"Although the true level of devastation is still unfolding, it is clear that Congress must act to meet the unmet needs in our states and address the scope and scale of destruction experienced by our constituents," the letter said. "This may even require Congress to come back in October to ensure we have enough time to enact legislation before the end of this calendar year."

But on Wednesday, Speaker Mike Johnson said that although congressional leaders anticipated that an emergency spending package would be necessary at some point, lawmakers would not return to Washington before the November election to consider and pass one.

"We wouldn't even conceivably have the request ready before we get back in November," Mr. Johnson said in an interview, noting that it would take time to assess the damage and calculate the costs of recovery and rebuilding. "There's no necessity for Congress to come back."

While the stopgap bill Mr. Biden signed into law last week contained an additional $16 billion for FEMA, preliminary assessments of the damage from Moody's and others predict a cleanup effort that could cost tens of billions.

As Mr. Biden traveled to South Carolina on Wednesday to extend his support, Mr. Mayorkas described a sprawling response that included airdrops of food and other aid, and the deployment of more than 6,000 members of the National Guard in Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia.

"We are meeting the moment, but that doesn't speak about the future and the fact, as I mentioned earlier, that these extreme weather events are increasing in frequency and severity," Mr. Mayorkas said. "We have to be funded for the sake of the American people -- this is not a political issue."

Annie Karni contributed reporting.
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What Black Voters Are Saying About Eric Adams Since His Indictment

Some Black New Yorkers are sticking by the mayor's side after he was charged with bribery. Many expressed disappointment in him.

Mayor Eric Adams was the focal point of a Monday night service at a church in Queens. Adam Gray for The New York Times



By Emma G. Fitzsimmons and Nate Schweber



Oct 02, 2024 at 05:58 PM

He danced to gospel-tinged music as the churchgoers sang in unison. The crowd cheered as he told a story about growing up poor in Queens, about six miles from the church event on Monday evening.

The pastor singled him out in his prayers, saying, "Help him, Lord, during this challenging time." And when he left the stage, his departure was greeted by a shout from the audience.

"We love you, Eric Adams!" a woman said.

Since his indictment last week, Mayor Adams has frequently sought refuge and support from his strongest backers: Black and brown working-class New Yorkers drawn to his message of faith, charm and empathy.

He appeared at a Harlem senior center on Friday; at an A.M.E. church in Queens on Saturday; a Presbyterian Reformed church in the Bronx on Sunday; and at Aliento de Vida Church in Corona, Queens, on Monday, where gatherers celebrated "An Evening of Faith With Mayor Adams."

And it was here that pockets of New Yorkers could be found who had not soured on the mayor since a five-count corruption indictment accused him of soliciting illegal foreign campaign donations from the Turkish government.




Latricia T. Davis, 58, a former correctional captain who said she voted for Mr. Adams three years ago, said the indictment did not change her intention to vote for him again.

"It does not stop my support for him," said Ms. Davis, the woman who shouted her love for the mayor at the church. "We've all had some challenges. We've all had some situations that we may not be most proud of."

Mr. Adams, the city's second Black mayor, seems to recognize that he will need voters like her to help save or extend his mayoralty. On the morning his indictment was unsealed, the mayor surrounded himself at a news conference with Black supporters, including the Rev. Herbert Daughtry and Hazel Dukes, the president of the N.A.A.C.P. New York State Conference. The event, however, was disrupted by protesters, some of them Black, who called on Mr. Adams to resign.

His hopes of finishing his first term and winning re-election next year could depend on support from Black voters, who have been at the center of the mayor's coalition and who account for roughly 30 percent of Democratic primary voters.

In the days after the mayor's indictment, The New York Times visited five neighborhoods across New York City where Mr. Adams has enjoyed broad support and conducted more than two dozen interviews. Roughly half of those interviewed defended the mayor or believed he was being unfairly targeted. Many still expressed disappointment in him and worried about the city's future.

Mr. Adams, who was greeted warmly at an appearance at a Bronx church on Sunday, faces a five-count federal indictment. Dave Sanders for The New York Times


In South Jamaica, Queens, where the mayor grew up, Akahnni Delgado, a 25-year-old mail carrier, said over the weekend that he was frustrated that Mr. Adams appeared to have behaved recklessly, and he was concerned that the mayor had not learned his lesson.

"He should resign," Mr. Delgado said. "Or who's to say he wouldn't do it again and do it another way?"

Older voters were more likely to defend the mayor. As Stephanie Bloodsaw, 54, a human services worker, caught the bus in Queens, she said she thought the mayor was being treated unfairly, comparing his treatment with that given to former President Donald J. Trump, who has been charged in several criminal cases and convicted in one.

"Donald Trump has all these felonies and they're letting him run for president?" she said.

"What's the difference?" she asked, pointing to the shade of skin on the back of her hand and lifting her eyebrows.

Michael Totten, 65, a retired firefighter who owns Lock and Roll Locksmith in Queens, said he was proud when Mr. Adams was elected and shared many similar life experiences with him.

"I was sad that he was indicted," he said. "I hope he fights it right to the end."

Mr. Totten said he saw an ugly connection between the treatment of Mr. Adams and David N. Dinkins, the city's first Black mayor. Mr. Adams has often compared himself to Mr. Dinkins and said they faced unfair discrimination.

"Both guys are stand-up guys," Mr. Totten said. "Dinkins was undermined. The same thing's happening to him," he said, referring to Mr. Adams.

Kevin Sealy, 63, who works for the Department of Citywide Administrative Services and said he went to high school with the mayor, said he voted for Mr. Adams and liked that he was a centrist. But he said the indictment was concerning.

"When you hear so many of his top officials and advisers are resigning and getting investigated, you begin to think something is going wrong," he said.

Mr. Sealy took issue with the idea that Mr. Adams was similar to Mr. Dinkins.

"David Dinkins wasn't indicted," Mr. Sealy said.

A poll from last December suggested that even as the mayor's poll numbers fell to record lows, Mr. Adams kept a relatively positive rating among Black voters. Only 28 percent of white voters approved of the mayor, compared with 48 percent of Black voters. There has not been any new polling since the indictment.

As a lifelong New Yorker, Mr. Adams has deep ties to many neighborhoods. He was born in Brownsville in Brooklyn and raised in South Jamaica in Queens. He was a police officer for 22 years and then served as a state senator and Brooklyn borough president.

Mr. Adams often says, "I'm not new to this, I'm true to this," to remind New Yorkers about his longstanding ties to various constituencies. The mayor also has close ties to faith leaders and frequently visits churches and speaks about his faith. He often says that God told him he would be mayor.

Susan Green, a parishioner at the Greater Allen A.M.E. Cathedral in South Jamaica, where the mayor appeared on Saturday, said she worked on his campaign for Brooklyn borough president and was surprised by the indictment.

"Stay and fight the charges," she said. "Innocent until proven guilty. That's what's great about America."

Nicole Ottley, a minister who attended the service in South Jamaica, said she voted for Mr. Adams and liked his background in the Police Department. She does not think he is guilty.

"I'm more angry to see people pressuring him to step down," she said. "I think it's very irresponsible, it's wrong."

Some Black elected officials have called on Mr. Adams to resign, while others are taking a wait-and-see approach. The City Council speaker, Adrienne Adams, stopped short of urging him to resign, but expressed concern about his ability to manage the city.

Mr. Adams, speaking at a Black church in Brooklyn last month, has used many of his public appearances to appeal to his base of working-class Black and Latino New Yorkers. Adam Gray for The New York Times


Christopher Banks, a City Council member from East New York in Brooklyn, said the mayor should step down. The mayor's legal problems could have a negative impact on his district, he said, which is grappling with poverty, gun violence and a rise in stop-and-frisk policing.

"Obviously he has the right to due process, but I think elected officials are held to a higher standard," he said.

Joanna Allen, 62, a member of the Changing Lives Christian Center in East New York, which Mr. Adams visited recently, said she had supported the mayor and now believed he should resign. She said she did not think prosecutors would charge him without sufficient evidence.

"I was just very disappointed to hear what's going on, and it's a real shame," she said.

Kathryn Price, 39, a secretary who lives in South Jamaica, said she thought Mr. Adams had been doing a good job as mayor, but she was worried about his ethical issues.

"I think once he took the job, he should've known all the rules and ethics," she said. "He should've been more careful, especially in this city."

Bernadelle Boateng, 21, a recent college graduate who attended the Bronx church service where the mayor spoke, said she believed Mr. Adams should stay in office, at least for now.

"I think he should continue to lead now until, you know, things are a little bit more resolved, because we need a leader in the moment," she said.

In Harlem in Manhattan, Amin Shabazz, 67, said he had voted for Mr. Adams and was heartbroken. The amounts of money that the mayor was accused of accepting were relatively small, he said, and the allegations could have been worse considering what other politicians have been convicted of doing.

Mr. Shabazz said he still believed that Mr. Adams was a "good man," but he said he could not vote for the mayor again and believed he should resign.

"He wouldn't be able to be effective," he said. "That's gone."

Anusha Bayya, Molly Longman and Julian Roberts-Grmela contributed reporting.
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Ken Page, Who Starred in 'Cats' and Voiced Oogie Boogie, Dies at 70

His career on Broadway spanned decades. But he has probably best known for providing the voice of the boogeyman in "The Nightmare Before Christmas."

Ken Page was a Broadway star, but he was best known as the voice of Oogie Boogie in the stop-motion animated film "The Nightmare Before Christmas." The Muny



By Aimee Ortiz



Oct 01, 2024 at 11:27 PM

Ken Page, whose extensive Broadway career included standout roles in "The Wiz" and "Cats," but whose rich baritone voice reached its widest audience as Oogie Boogie in the perennial hit animated movie "The Nightmare Before Christmas," died on Monday at his home in St. Louis. He was 70.

His death was confirmed by Dorian Hannaway, a longtime friend. She did not cite a cause.

Mr. Page, a St. Louis native, arrived on the New York theater scene in 1975 as the understudy, and later the replacement, in the role of the Lion in "The Wiz." The next year, his showstopping rendition of "Sit Down, You're Rockin' the Boat" as Nicely-Nicely Johnson in a revival of "Guys and Dolls"  brought him his first acclaim.

Mr. Page revisited the role of Old Deuteronomy, which he had originated on Broadway. in the St. Louis Municipal Opera Theater's 2010 production of "Cats." The Muny


"Sometimes it really does happen. Sometimes the fairy tale comes true," Clive Barnes of The New York Times wrote in 1976. "It happened on Wednesday night at the Broadway Theater to a young unknown, Ken Page."

His many other Broadway credits included the original Broadway productions of "Cats," in which he played the dignified Old Deuteronomy, and "Ain't Misbehavin'," the musical revue built around songs written or recorded by Fats Waller. Offstage, he was probably best known for voicing Oogie Boogie, the infamous boogeyman in Henry Selick and Tim Burton's 1993 stop-motion classic, "The Nightmare Before Christmas." It was a role that Mr. Page would revisit often, in video games and at Halloween celebrations.

According to a statement released by his agent, Mr. Page was preparing for upcoming appearances as Oogie Boogie when he died.

Visitors can still hear his voice booming from speakers at the Haunted House and California Adventure in theme parks that are now decorated for Halloween. Ms. Hannaway, his friend, said Mr. Page loved playing Oogie Boogie.

Oogie Boogie in a scene from the Henry Selick-Tim Burton film "The Nightmare Before Christmas." Visitors to Disney parks can still hear Mr. Page's voice, as the character, booming from speakers. Touchstone Picture/Sunset Boulevard, via Getty Images


He also had a small role as Max Washington, a nightclub owner, in the 2006 movie version of the Broadway musical "Dreamgirls," which starred Beyonce and Eddie Murphy. His other film credits include "Torch Song Trilogy" and the animated feature "All Dogs Go to Heaven."

Among the accolades he won were lifetime achievement awards from the St. Louis Arts Center, the Project One -- Black Theatre Conference and, in 2023, the Manhattan Association of Cabarets.

Kenneth Page was born on Jan. 20, 1954, in St. Louis.

He had some formal vocal training but studied theater at Fontbonne College instead of voice because, he told The Times in 1984, "though I admire the discipline and commitment it takes to sing classical, I didn't feel anything for it, so I started to explore my voice in pop ways."

His mother, Gloria, listened to rock 'n' roll when he was a child. She survives him. Complete information on survivors was not immediately available.

"I grew up hearing Jackie Wilson, Sam Cooke and Nat Cole. As a teenager, I loved Motown," he said. At the time, he added, the records he liked most were "those that aren't so overly pasteurized by the studio that they lose a feeling of energy."

Mr. Page played Colonel Pickering in the St. Louis Municipal Opera Theater's production of "My Fair Lady" in 2001. The Muny


Mr. Page, speaking to The Times ahead of a performance at the Bottom Line in New York, said: "I consider Tina Turner to be the godmother of rock and soul. I'd love to be able to create that kind of excitement. I also like Lionel Richie, who's very polished, but still energetic. Where I want to go is somewhere between the two."

His career began at the St. Louis Municipal Opera Theater, known as the Muny. He appeared in more than 45 shows there, most recently as the Bishop of Digne in their 2024 production of "Les Miserables."

"Since 2013," the theater said in a statement, he served as 'The Voice of The Muny,' his singular baritone welcoming audience members before each performance."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/01/arts/ken-page-dead.html
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Frank Fritz, a Host of the Antiques Show 'American Pickers,' Dies at 60

He and his friend Mike Wolfe launched the treasure-hunting show in 2010, part of a wave of reality TV aimed at finding fortune in everyday items.

Frank Fritz in 2010. His "American Pickers" was part of a wave of reality TV shows that mined everyday Americana for stories, profit and no small amount of drama. Charles Eshelman/FilmMagic



By Clay Risen



Oct 01, 2024 at 10:19 PM

Frank Fritz, a jocular Everyman who as one half of the duo behind the hit show "American Pickers" found ratings gold by unearthing fortunes in attics, basements and garage sales, died on Monday in Davenport, Iowa. He was 60.

His manager, Bill Stankey, confirmed the death, in a hospice. He said that the cause had not been announced, but that Mr. Fritz had been dealing with a number of health issues, including Crohn's disease and the effects of a stroke in 2022.

Debuting on the History Channel in 2010, "American Pickers," which Mr. Fritz hosted with his longtime friend Mike Wolfe, was part of a wave of reality TV shows that mined everyday Americana for stories, profit and no small amount of drama.

Unlike older, more sedate shows like public television's "Antiques Roadshow," "American Pickers" blended serious appraisal with rough-edged personality and quirky flair.

Each episode featured Mr. Fritz and Mr. Wolfe tooling around a small American town in their Sprinter van, trading quips in between visits to local homes and storage sheds, where they would pick through piles of junk to find diamonds in the rough.

Mr. Fritz with his co-host, Mike Wolfe, in an "American Pickers" episode in 2011, a year after the series began. History Channel


"We're looking for people who don't have a brand-new truck," he told The New York Times in 2010. "People who don't have a satellite dish."

Fans ate it up. By its fifth episode, "American Pickers" was the second-most-watched show on the History Channel, with an average 3.3 million viewers, just behind another show cast from the same mold, "Pawn Stars."

Though Mr. Fritz owned his own antique store, Frank Fritz Finds, in Savanna, Ill., along the Mississippi River, the show revolved around two stores owned by Mr. Wolfe, both called Antique Archaeology, one in Le Claire, Iowa, and the other in Nashville.

Mr. Fritz appeared on the show through most of the 2020 season, then went conspicuously absent. It was not until almost a year later that Mr. Wolfe and the History Channel announced he would not be returning.

In a 2022 interview with The U.S. Sun, the American edition of the British tabloid, Mr. Fritz said he left because of health problems -- including alcoholism and debilitating back surgery -- as well as a falling out with Mr. Wolfe.

"I haven't talked to Mike in two years," he told the newspaper. "He knew my back was messed up, but he didn't call me up and ask how I was doing. That's just how it is."

The two reconciled a year later, and there were rumors that Mr. Fritz might return to the show. But by then Mr. Wolfe's brother, Robbie, had replaced him.

Frank Lee Fritz was born on Oct. 11, 1963, in Davenport to Bill and Sue Fritz. He attended school in nearby Bettendorf, where he met Mr. Wolfe in the eighth grade.

They bonded over their shared love of collecting anything and everything they came across.

He began with staple collectors' items, he said in an interview for the History Channel, rattling off a list that included beer cans, stamps, coins and razor blades -- "and it just escalated."

In high school, he began collecting motorcycles, and eventually amassed a fleet of more than 100. He attended the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, an annual gathering of thousands of bikers in Sturgis, S.D., for more than 30 years straight.

Mr. Fritz at the Iowa State Fair in 2013 in Des Moines. He was an Iowa native.  Conrad Schmidt/Invision for U.S. Cellular, via Associated Press


After high school, Mr. Fritz worked as a fire and safety inspector in Davenport. He collected firefighting-related antiques and began selling them and other collectibles online.

A list of survivors was not immediately available.

In the mid-2000s, he reconnected with Mr. Wolfe, who had also come back around to collecting. They began driving around Iowa looking for finds, then posting videos of their adventures online. Mr. Wolfe spent five years pitching them as the basis for a reality show before the History Channel picked them up in 2009.

Mr. Fritz quickly found his role alongside the flashy, more charismatic Mr. Wolfe. Not quite the main player, but bigger than a sidekick, he was both the good cop and the truth teller, connecting with sellers while tamping down expectations of making a quick pile of money.

"You hear people say one man's junk is another man's treasure," Mr. Fritz said in an appearance at a home show in Daytona, Fla., in 2013. "I'd say no, 99 percent of the time, one man's junk is another man's junk."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/01/arts/frank-fritz-dead.html
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The Four Swing States That Could Matter Most

In a tight election, every battleground matters. But here are four states to watch extra closely.

Independence Hall in Philadelphia during the debate this month between Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald J. Trump at the nearby National Constitution Center. Graham Dickie/The New York Times



By Jess Bidgood



Sep 26, 2024 at 12:54 AM

The 2024 presidential election is, according to where the polls stand right now, confoundingly close.

The most recent national New York Times/Siena College poll showed Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald Trump tied, while our polling average shows Harris with a slim, two-percentage-point lead.

And each of the seven battleground states that will probably determine the outcome of the election is just about as narrowly divided -- or even more so.

This meant that my mission for today was hard.

I wanted to bring you, my dear and busy readers, a slimmed-down list of states that can best help you understand the presidential election, hoping to home in on a combination of blue wall and Sun Belt battlegrounds that rise above the rest to tell the story of how this thing might go. When I got stuck, I called Nate Cohn, The Times's chief political analyst, who said he, too, found the battlegrounds difficult to narrow down.

"Everything is so close," he said, "that even though things are really stable, even the tiniest movement is sufficient to change the whole outcome."

To put it another way: In this election, everything -- and everywhere -- matters. It's a battle of inches, one in which whole states and key groups of voters are behaving a little differently than they have in the past, and that makes it hard to know where exactly the electoral tipping point will be. Both candidates are battling it out across the map.

But as Nate and I considered the polls, the size of each state and how large each looms in each candidate's most obvious path to victory, we landed on four states that we think are worth watching extra closely. My colleagues across the newsroom will be covering them -- and I'll be heading to all of them myself before the election.

Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania

It's the indomitable, indisputable and invulnerable king of the swing states: It's Pennsylvania.

The biggest swing state, with 19 electoral votes, Pennsylvania is the only battleground widely seen as critical to each candidate's most straightforward path to victory. It's the state with the biggest spending on television and radio advertising: Groups supporting Trump and Harris have reserved more than $138 million in airtime in the state between today and Election Day, according to AdImpact (Michigan was next, at more than $82 million).

Pennsylvania is also the battleground state where both Trump and Harris have spent the most time. Since Harris entered the presidential race on July 21, she has held or attended public events in the state on nine different days; Trump has done so on at least eight days since the race was reset. (Those figures for both candidates include attending the Sept. 10 debate in Philadelphia and a Sept. 11 memorial in Shanksville, which was not a campaign event.)

Trump won Pennsylvania, and the presidency, in 2016. Biden did the same in 2020. Either candidate can get to 270 electoral votes without it -- but their path to doing so will be complicated.

Wisconsin

Let's talk about Harris's clearest path to victory. In our polling average, she currently has two-percentage-point leads in Pennsylvania, Michigan and Wisconsin -- and if she wins all three, and a single electoral vote from Nebraska, the presidency is hers, assuming the less narrowly divided states vote as expected.

That makes Wisconsin and its 10 electoral votes critical for Harris, who has campaigned in the state three times since she became the Democratic nominee. But it's also important for Trump, who could use it to make up ground if he loses Pennsylvania.

In 2020, Wisconsin was considered the "tipping point" state that put Biden over the edge in the Electoral College, when he won there by fewer than 21,000 votes. The state is shaping up to be another nail-biter, with Democrats and Republicans alike skeptical of Harris's polling edge in the perennially close state. Michigan is critical, too, though it has a recent history of friendliness to Democrats, who performed well there in the 2022 midterms and in the 2020 election.

"You think of Wisconsin as maybe right up there, next to Pennsylvania, as one of Trump's best chances to break the Harris path," Nate told me.

North Carolina

Trump's advisers believe his path to victory runs through Pennsylvania, North Carolina and Georgia. Yet North Carolina is, as Nate put it, a place where the polls have been "shockingly" good for Harris.

A Democratic presidential candidate hasn't won North Carolina since Barack Obama did in 2008, but according to our polling average, Trump's lead is less than one percentage point, and it's unclear how a scandal involving Mark Robinson, the Republican gubernatorial candidate Trump endorsed, might shape his fortune there. Trump's campaign appears to be watching the state closely: He has spent at least six days campaigning there since Harris entered the race, more than any state aside from Pennsylvania.

With 16 electoral votes, North Carolina is a major prize that could help Harris offset a loss in Pennsylvania, and it's a place she and other Democrats are working furiously to contest.

Georgia

For Trump, Georgia is all-but-must-win. It's a state that went narrowly for Biden in 2020; now, according to our polling average, it's Trump's best state of all seven battlegrounds.

Nate pointed out that Georgia also helps illustrate an important and surprising dynamic in the 2024 election: It is whiter states, like Michigan and Wisconsin, where Harris appears to be polling stronger, while more diverse states are leaning slightly Trump's way.

But that's not the end of the story. The Harris campaign is hoping that a surge of turnout from her supporters in and around Atlanta as well as more rural parts of the state could hand the state to her. She has spent four days campaigning there since announcing her candidacy, while Trump has been only there twice.

And beyond

In choosing these four states, I have left off two other important battlegrounds: Arizona, which has 11 electoral votes, and Nevada, which has six.

Both candidates are taking these states seriously -- Harris, for example, will be campaigning in Arizona on Friday and Nevada on Sunday -- but given their smaller sizes and the paths I've laid out above, these two states seem less likely to be determinative.

If we knew the outcome of the race in Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, North Carolina and Georgia, Nate told me, we'd have a pretty good chance of predicting the outcome of the election. "The Arizona and Nevada picture would only come back into play under a relatively narrow set of circumstances," he said.

Arizona and Nevada will both tell us a lot, though, and we'll be watching them closely. So will states like California and New York, reliably blue states that could determine control of the House of Representatives. So, really, we can't take our eyes off anywhere.

-- Ama Sarpomaa contributed reporting.

A bus emblazoned with Ms. Harris's campaign slogan in Philadelphia earlier this month. Graham Dickie/The New York Times


How is political advertising affecting you?

It's autumn! The season of falling leaves, Halloween costumes and -- this year -- wall-to-wall political advertising.

I want to know how this is affecting your life. What's happening in your mailbox? What's it like to watch TV? How has that shaped your daily routine? And where else are you getting information about the election?

I'd especially like to hear from readers who live in swing states.

Let me know here, and I may use your answer in an upcoming story or newsletter.
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Quote of the Day: As Dockworkers Strike for Higher Wages, Truckers Worry About Their Own Pay

Oct 03, 2024 at 04:58 AM

"It was really creepy, if I can be honest with you. It was dead silent. I've never seen that in my entire life."

SEANMURPHY, who oversees a warehouse in northern New Jersey, on the strike by longshoremen at ports along the East and Gulf Coasts that has disrupted an entire ecosystem of supply-chain workers. Page A1.
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'Titanique' Was Her Big Hit. Is 'Big Gay Jamboree' Really Her Swan Song?

Two years after debuting the "Titanic" parody, Marla Mindelle says her new show, with Margot Robbie as a producer, may be her last as an actor.

"It is the amalgamation of someone who loves musical theater so much, but has been trolled by musical theater her entire life, which I feel is my journey," Marla Mindelle said of her new show. Evelyn Freja for The New York Times



By Juan A. Ramirez



Sep 27, 2024 at 04:00 PM

There is a trail of trash cans plastered with Marla Mindelle's face along the 10-minute walk from the Daryl Roth Theater in Union Square, where her musical "Titanique" has been playing since 2022, to the Orpheum in the East Village, where her latest, "The Big Gay Jamboree," is in previews.

Her face on the poster advertises both shows, and she sees that advertising placement strategy as God (and the shows' marketing teams) doing some light trolling: retribution for her style of satire. Mindelle, a writer and performer who struck gold with the Celine Dion jukebox parody, "Titanique," years after calling it quits on her small Broadway roles, slings the type of vulgar, musical-theater in-jokes only someone with a deep love of (and knowing frustration with) the industry can get away with.

It's that same sense of humor that lifted "Titanique" from a basement theater in Chelsea into a commercial Off Broadway hit, and is now at work in "The Big Gay Jamboree," Mindelle's first musical with an original score.

Unlike "Titanique," a purposely unpretentious spoof of the James Cameron blockbuster film, "Jamboree" is an elaborately staged show about wanting to leave the world of musicals and is being produced in part by Margot Robbie's LuckyChap company.

Mindelle, 40, sees it as her performing swan song.

At a cafe across from the theater where the new production will open on Sept. 30, she detailed what she views as a life of being comically at odds with her chosen profession.

The cast of "The Big Gay Jamboree" at the Orpheum Theater in the East Village. James Estrin/The New York Times


Hers was a story well-known among certain musical theater-leaning millennials, many of whom turned out in droves to make "Titanique" a smash. She was disliked, Mindelle says, by the heads of her B.F.A. program in performance so much so that Mindelle was not cast in anything during her senior year. Perhaps it was because she never fully bought into their self-seriousness, or because of the bit of attitude she projected that she laughs about with friends today.

"Musical theater school is like a cult, and we had a healthy distance from it and always viewed it with a bit of a side eye," said the novelist Jonathan Parks-Ramage, a college friend and her "Jamboree" co-writer.

Mindelle, a native of Yardley, Pa., whose father, Stephen Weiner, is a composer, wrote a scathing cabaret as retribution and uploaded it.

"Before you know it, I had amassed a very niche following and became one of the unfortunate pioneers of the musical theater movement on YouTube," Mindelle said with a laugh. "That started everything and inspired me, as a writer: No one did it for me, I'm going to do it myself."

"And, honestly, I was belting really high and everyone in musical theater, for the most part, is gay, so I think people loved it," she added.

Another viral moment came when her friend Connor Gallagher (now the director of "Jamboree") uploaded her manic performance of "Colors of the Wind" at a 2006 Broadway fund-raiser. An audio clip of it would later be called for in the script for "Circle Jerk," a 2020 play about gay men's obsessions.

After she graduated, Mindelle booked the 2007 national tour of "The Drowsy Chaperone" and joined the 2008 Broadway revival of "South Pacific," followed by character roles in "Sister Act" and "Cinderella." But after college, which she described as "musical theater war, or gay prison," the eight-shows-a-week grind led her to pursue writing jobs in Los Angeles.

That was a dead end. She wound up performing at dinner theaters, where she reconnected with Constantine Rousouli, another Broadway actor trying Hollywood. Though they had run in similar circles in New York they had never liked each other, but ended up bonding over the direness of their situation, performing in no-budget stage parodies of movies like "Cruel Intentions."

"We were getting paid $70 per show, with fish and red sauce for food," Rousouli said in a phone interview. "We'd ask what kind of fish it was and they wouldn't know, but we were like, 'Awesome, give it to us, we're broke.'"

Mindelle's one hope in those days was a film script she and Parks-Ramage had written and optioned: "Jamboree," about a woman who wakes up hung over and trapped in a classic movie musical.

Mindelle, center, as Celine Dion, and members of the "Titanique" cast, including Constantine Rousouli, bottom right. Chad David Kraus


"We started writing it around the time of the Trump election," Parks-Ramage said. "The culture was backsliding, and we wanted to do something that took place in a Golden Age musical but sent it up. Our love language is trolling, so we decided to troll musical theater in this meta way that was also a love letter."

The two sold it to LuckyChap in 2019, but the project fell apart during development.

Then, a drunken idea Rousouli shared with Mindelle and their director friend Tye Blue led them to create "Titanique," with Mindelle starring as Dion, Rousouli playing Jack and Blue directing. It sold out several extensions at Asylum NYC, transferred to the larger Daryl Roth and began attracting big names, among them Robbie, who saw it last summer.

"I was sitting in the audience of 'Titanique' and loving it, and I suddenly realized, gosh, that's Marla playing Celine Dion," Robbie said via Zoom.

She emailed Mindelle, who had been tinkering with the "Jamboree" script, to ask if she was looking for a producer for anything she had in the works.

"She asked when I wanted to do it and I was like, 'Honestly, tomorrow,'" Mindelle said. "I don't have much time left in this business. I've been doing it for a long time. I want to get out of it sooner rather than later."

Soon Mindelle and Parks-Ramage were adapting the script for the stage, tightening it into the story of a failed actress physically trapped inside an old-timey musical at an Off Broadway theater. In trying to escape, she is joined by the fictional town's Black music director, who is fed up with only ever singing gospel numbers; a promiscuous young woman (think Ado Annie from "Oklahoma!"); and a closeted gay woodsman.

"It is the amalgamation of someone who loves musical theater so much, but has been trolled by musical theater her entire life, which I feel is my journey," Mindelle said.

The writers enlisted the composer Philip Drennen, another college friend, to help write the belt-heavy score with Mindelle, whose own upfront queerness, Drennen added, led to their instant attraction.

"We wanted to retain the joy of Golden Age musicals, while subverting them through lyrics," Drennen said. "We owe so much to this art form -- our friendship and lots of paychecks -- and being here is all for the sake of musical theater, but it sometimes feels like an abusive relationship."

The production -- which features a set by dots, the design collective that worked on another improbable, queer-centric work, "Oh, Mary!" -- references everything from the "Real Housewives" franchise and polyamory to Judy Garland and Jennifer Lopez.

"What we saw in 'Titanique' is that you can make something campy and irreverent and niche, with a million pop culture references, and not everyone has to get it, but people will get something," Mindelle said, later pointing to "Cats: The Jellicle Ball" and "Oh, Mary!" as being part of a resurgence of riskier queer theater.

"Do I hope this makes it uptown one day? Absolutely," she said. "But, if not, and I get to walk 10 minutes from seeing my face as Celine Dion to seeing my face here, and on trash cans all over New York, and I'm just the queen of trash for the rest of my life, so be it."

For Robbie, the production's current downtown digs, where "Stomp" once held its decades-long residency, allows it to retain some of the intimate charm of "Titanique," even with a larger budget.

"It's in the East Village, in the home of 'Stomp' and 'Little Shop of Horrors,' so it's giving our show that nostalgic lineage to the world of musicals that have come before," she said. "I just love the location and that, when you walk in, you can get a White Claw and some funny merch."

With Blue overseeing productions of "Titanique" across Australia, Canada and England, Mindelle has devoted herself to "Jamboree," leading an ensemble cast that includes Rousouli and Alex Moffat.

Though Mindelle maintained that she would like to transition to writing, exclusively, it is clear that she loves the art of performance. At a recent preview, her entrance ignited an extended ovation from a very game audience. When another character asked her what you can "do" with a gay crowd once you've got them, her reply ("Anything you want"), with a fourth-wall-breaking wink, nearly stopped the show.

"Starring in and co-writing my second musical will be the greatest thing I'll ever do in my life," she said. "I'm not sure I'll be able to top myself. But who knows? Never say never."
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'Freaks and Geeks' at 25: 'It Was Slipping Away the Entire Time'

The beloved high-school sitcom debuted in September 1999 and lasted one season. Paul Feig, Judd Apatow and others look back on the show's birth, death and long afterlife.

"Freaks and Geeks" was quickly canceled but it launched many careers and remains revered. With, clockwise from top left, Seth Rogen, Samm Levine, Jason Segel, Martin Starr, James Franco, Linda Cardellini, John Francis Daley and Busy Philipps.



By Saul Austerlitz



Sep 26, 2024 at 10:02 AM

To twist a famous line from Jean Renoir's "The Rules of the Game," the awful -- and hilarious -- thing about high school is this: Everyone has their reasons. All adolescents are worlds unto themselves, whether they're jerks, jocks, stoners, smart kids or underachievers. Each is an entire cosmos of yearning and hurt trapped inside a juvenile body.

Perhaps no television show has ever done as much to document those reasons as the short-lived NBC series "Freaks and Geeks." Set in Michigan in 1980, it followed the misadventures of the siblings Lindsay and Sam Weir (Linda Cardellini and John Francis Daley) and their respective crews of burnouts and dweebs.

Afflicted with poor ratings, "Freaks and Geeks" was canceled after just one season. But it has lived on, first in fans' memories and then on DVD and streaming, to be discovered by new viewers who embraced its zits-and-all depiction of adolescence and were thrilled by early sightings of future stars like Seth Rogen, James Franco, Jason Segel and Busy Philipps.

"Freaks and Geeks" premiered on Sept. 25, 1999. On the occasion of its 25th anniversary, The New York Times spoke with veterans of the show, including the creator Paul Feig and the writer-executive producer Judd Apatow, about an experience that, like adolescence, was sometimes painful and embarrassing, but was nonetheless imbued with a kind of magic. These are edited excerpts from the interviews.

'We were a bunch of nerds.'

A writer-director has many memories about the agonies of adolescence and decides to make a TV show about them.

Paul Feig, left, based "Freaks and Geeks" on his adolescent experiences, and Judd Apatow, right, quickly signed on to produce. Jason Merritt/Getty Images


PAUL FEIG (creator) I'm very good at recounting terrible stories that happened to me, and I have a million of them. I sent [Apatow] this finished pilot, and within 12 hours he called up and said, "I want to make this." And my whole life changed.

JUDD APATOW (executive producer and writer) I had just finished working on the final season of "The Larry Sanders Show." I thought, what if you applied all our writing standards to a show about high school? The secret thought in my head was I was still working for "The Larry Sanders Show." We're just doing some episodes about high school.

PAUL FEIG It came from years of frustration of watching teen movies and shows, and it was all beautiful kids, and everybody's hot, and they're all having sex, and all their problems are about sex. This has nothing to do with anything that I experienced in high school. We weren't that cool. We were a bunch of nerds.

JAKE KASDAN (director) Judd called me up out of the blue, and asked me if I'd be interested in directing this pilot that Paul had written. He described the cold open to the pilot: Start on the bleachers and hear the kids talking. The characters feel more like television characters, and then you drop under the bleachers and you meet our actual characters. I just loved that idea right away.

PAUL FEIG Sam Weir is based on me. I wanted it to be a brother and sister because I was an only child, and I always wished I had an older sister. I was walking around and saw this group of teenage girls walking on the other side of the road, and they're all smoking and being cool. But then there's this one girl walking behind them. She was smoking a cigarette but doing it weirdly, and I was like, "That's Lindsay."

JOHN FRANCIS DALEY (Sam Weir) The love between us onscreen was real. We really did consider each other brother and sister, even though I might have had a small crush on her as well, which was weird [laughs].

JUDD APATOW Paul said that it was about a girl who was trying to become an adult, with a brother who was trying desperately to stay a child.

'They wanted real-looking kids.'

The producers knew they wanted young performers who didn't seem like child actors. Now they just had to find them.

"We really did consider each other brother and sister, even though I might have had a small crush on her as well, which was weird," Daley said of his relationship with Cardellini. Chris Haston/NBC, via Getty Images


JUDD APATOW We did open-call auditions in a few cities and looked at a few thousand people.

SAMM LEVINE (Neal Schweiber) They wanted real-looking kids. They didn't want polished young kid actors.

JOHN FRANCIS DALEY When I was auditioning, I remember thinking there's no way that I was going to get this part, because he's supposed to be, like, six feet tall and gangly. But what was so brilliant about them was the second they met me, they created a workaround and shaped the character to be a shrimp.

SARAH HAGAN (Millie Kentner) I talked about being in high school and my freshman year, and probably said things that I shouldn't have said.

PAUL FEIG The weirdest one for me was Linda Cardellini. When Linda came in, it was the person I had imagined. I remember my ears started ringing because I was like, How is this possible? How did this person that I invented actually exist?

JUDD APATOW As soon as we saw Jason [Segel], everybody suddenly said, "Oh, yes, that's exactly it." And that kept happening.

DEBRA MCGUIRE (costume designer) When I received the scripts, I was completely blown away, because Paul Feig had written this bible, which was thorough character studies of everybody in the show. I'd never seen anything quite like it, especially for a television show.

BECKY ANN BAKER (Jean Weir) I remember [them] asking us to write private histories before we ever started shooting.

'So epic and so soul-crushing.'

Bringing real teenage failures (and real teens) to the screen.

The designers aimed for a no-frills version of the late '70s. Chris Haston/NBC


PAUL FEIG As much as I hate to say this -- because I think it's a really funny show -- "That '70s Show" was this cautionary tale to me. It was a cartoon version of the '70s.

JAKE KASDAN I wanted it to look like a gritty '70s thriller.

JEFFERSON SAGE (production designer) The first thing I did was I dragged out my high-school yearbooks. The second one was I found the 1979 and the 1980 versions of the Sears catalog, because the world of all these families was almost entirely from that.

DEBRA MCGUIRE When I pulled all the clothes for the fittings, there's those ugly, puffy jackets with the ugly colored stripes. Pretty pukey-looking colors. And when these kids would come in, they were like, "Oh my god, that's amazing." They all wanted to take things home.

JAKE KASDAN Our thought was, make the kids a little awkward in the frame -- a little too much headroom, a little looser close-ups than you would see on other high school shows at that time.

J. ELVIS WEINSTEIN (writer) [The writers spent] our first week or two together dumping all of our greatest shames and embarrassments and scars from our teenage years on the table and holding them up for us all to see.

JUDD APATOW Paul was hilariously open about every terrible and great thing that ever happened to him.

PATTY LIN (writer) I said that when I was a freshman in high school, I submitted a drawing to the school literary magazine of a guy that I had a crush on. When they published the drawing, the guy thought [I] was some sort of stalker, and he never talked to me.

JUDD APATOW I remember telling everybody about one of the ways I dealt with my parents' divorce was I started trying to learn how to juggle, which morphed into Neal becoming obsessed with ventriloquism. Learning a really nerdy skill to distract yourself, or to express your pain.

PAUL FEIG I wanted you to be in [a character's] head going, "Everything that's happening to me is so epic and so soul-crushing."

JUDD APATOW Paul felt this is a show about how you survive indignities and failures, and that you would be OK if you had the support of your friends and your family.

JAKE KASDAN: We're going to give everybody at least an episode or two to be a little more than what they are.

JONATHAN KASDAN (writer) What I was drawn to about "Freaks and Geeks" was the sort of romantic angst and longing that is so much a part of being a teenager.

NATASHA MELNICK (Cindy Sanders) I didn't have adolescent experiences yet. I had no experiences to draw from.

PAUL FEIG You get such great reaction shots when people don't think they're acting, especially at that age.

JOHN FRANCIS DALEY I remember seeing the excitement in Judd and Paul's faces when they were able to get real, authentic, true experiences out of each of us.

JUDD APATOW I remember watching him kiss Cindy Sanders, and we all realized, I think this is his first kiss we're watching.

PAUL FEIG There's one [scene] where Linda Cardellini is in a classroom, she gets mad, her purse falls on the ground. She goes, "You're going to end up using that, right?" And I said, "Yes, of course."

SARAH HAGAN At the table read, I didn't know what "fornication" meant. I kept reading it, "She fornicates it." Then everyone started laughing, and I was very confused by it.

BUSY PHILIPPS (Kim Kelly) I related very deeply to that thing Kim had, which was wanting to be loved, and not quite knowing, for myriad reasons, how to go about it.

DEBRA MCGUIRE [James Franco] wore a lot of beanies and hats, and the network hated that. They were like, "Why would we have someone so handsome and cover him up with those hats?"

PAUL FEIG Judd protected me, because he was the vet. Wherever we were shooting on location, you see Judd off in the distance screaming into his cellphone.

JUDD APATOW They were the school bullies who didn't understand these kids. That's also what the show was about: Living in a world where there are certain people that don't appreciate what is special about you.

DEBRA MCGUIRE It was network television. Had that been a few years later, on a streaming show, we would have been able to do everything that we wanted to do.

JUDD APATOW The entire series got compressed and became almost a mini-series. I don't think we would have done as good a job if we thought we would have a long life.

'We saw it die this slow death.'

The decline and collapse of a low-rated network series.

"They wanted real-looking kids," Levine, center said. "They didn't want polished young kid actors." Byron Cohen/NBC


SAMM LEVINE I could count on one hand the number of times I saw a bus that said "Freaks and Geeks," or a billboard.

DEBRA MCGUIRE It was painful for everybody. We saw it die this slow death.

JUDD APATOW We all loved the show, everybody loved each other. And it was slipping away the entire time. It was almost like a summer camp, and the end is coming.

PAUL FEIG We had to accelerate the relationship between Cindy and Sam so fast. One episode, he gets her. In the next episode, she's terrible, they break up. It would have been fun to let that relationship slowly die.

JOHN FRANCIS DALEY I was starting to get a little taller by the end of the show, and I think they were already planning an arc for Sam where he falls in with the slightly cooler kids, creating a rift between him, Neal and Bill.

PAUL FEIG I was very hung up on the idea that Neal becomes obsessed with swing choir. Judd really liked the idea that Martin Starr would become a jock. I was hung up on the idea of Kim Kelly coming back pregnant. The very first thing in the second season opener will be [Lindsay] being taken out on a stretcher from a [Grateful] Dead concert, because she accidentally O.D.s.

JAKE KASDAN Judd and Paul made a smart decision to shoot a finale that you could put anywhere.

PAUL FEIG I've always hated when shows just get canceled, and then you never get to tie it up.

JUDD APATOW It felt like a flashback to my parents' divorce. I was having very strong emotions about not being able to keep the family together.

BUSY PHILIPPS I remember having the first of many, many moments of disillusionment with the entertainment industry and how it's run, and how decisions are made.

PAUL FEIG I kept my pipeline to everything I went through in high school and adolescence very open, but most people didn't enjoy those years. What I thought was going to be our strength was actually what killed us.

'It's what everybody's watching.'

The charmed afterlife of "Freaks and Geeks."

When "Freaks and Geeks" arrived on other platforms, "all of a sudden, you start getting recognized again at the grocery store," said Natasha Melnick, with Daley. NBCU Photo Bank/NBCUniversal, via Getty Images


SAMM LEVINE We were given an opportunity to make 18 perfect movies. We're never going to make any more, so they're going to have to stand on their own.

PAUL FEIG There was no aftermarket for a canceled TV show back then. If you didn't go five seasons, you didn't exist. You were just gone. When Shout! Factory put those DVDs out, it was such a sigh of relief. Because then I knew people could watch it.

NATASHA MELNICK All of a sudden, you start getting recognized again at the grocery store. You're like, "Wait, what, who? That was like five years ago!"

JEFFERSON SAGE When my daughter was in high school, she came home one day and said "Hey, didn't you design 'Freaks and Geeks'? It's what everybody's watching."

PAUL FEIG It's what you dream of happening with anything you make.

J. ELVIS WEINSTEIN It was the end of the era of everything having to be a victory, and everyone having to be a hero on TV shows.

SAMM LEVINE I like to say "Freaks and Geeks" walked so "Stranger Things" could run.

NATASHA MELNICK A lot of times, only after the fact, when something has ended, you go, "Wow, that was awesome. I really wished that wasn't over." But this was one of those things where the whole time you're doing it, you're like, "Gosh, this is the coolest thing ever."

JUDD APATOW There were certainly levels of it which were about me refusing to let go. It felt like something that was half-finished. The truth is it was finished, and was exactly what it was supposed to be.
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Sarah Snook to Make Broadway Debut in One-Woman 'Dorian Gray'

The "Succession" actress will play all 26 characters in a stage production of the Oscar Wilde novel.

Sarah Snook won an Olivier Award for "The Picture of Dorian Gray," which ran in London earlier this year. Marc Brenner



By Michael Paulson



Oct 02, 2024 at 01:45 PM

Sarah Snook, the Australian actress who captivated and chilled television audiences as Siobhan Roy on "Succession," will make her Broadway debut next year in a much-praised and technologically innovative adaptation of "The Picture of Dorian Gray."

Snook plays all 26 characters in the play, which she previously performed to great acclaim earlier this year in London, winning an Olivier Award for best actress.

The play will transfer to New York in March, playing at a Shubert theater. The specific dates and theater have not yet been announced.

"The Picture of Dorian Gray" is a late 19th-century novel by Oscar Wilde about a man who sells his soul so that he may remain young and beautiful, while the titular artwork ages. The story has repeatedly been adapted for stage and screen.

This new "Dorian Gray" is adapted and directed by Kip Williams, who is the artistic director of Australia's Sydney Theater Company, where the show began its life with another actress. Although Snook will be the only actor onstage, there is an onstage camera crew that captures, projects, and plays with her image.

The lead producers are Michael Cassel, an Australian producer who has become increasingly active on the global stage, and Adam Kenwright, a British producer who was previously an executive at Ambassador Theater Group.

Snook is one of many members of the "Succession" cast to turn to the stage following the end of the HBO series. Among them: Jeremy Strong, who played her brother Kendall, starred on Broadway earlier this year in a revival of "An Enemy of the People" and won a Tony Award for his performance; Kieran Culkin, who played her brother Roman, is also scheduled to come to Broadway in the spring for a revival of "Glengarry Glen Ross."
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Review: 'Good Bones,' but Not Fleshed Out

A new play from James Ijames, who won a Pulitzer for his "Fat Ham," has intriguing ideas about identity and community that never fully take shape.

Mamoudou Athie, Susan Kelechi Watson and Khris Davis in "Good Bones" at the Public Theater. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Maya Phillips



Oct 02, 2024 at 05:20 PM

In the immortal words of Joni Mitchell, "They paved paradise and put up a parking lot." In James Ijames's "Good Bones," which opened on Tuesday at the Public Theater in Manhattan, it's not a parking lot that's the issue but a sports complex. This project is being nudged along by Aisha (Susan Kelechi Watson), a former local who is promoting the arena and building a luxe new home in her old hood as a way to revitalize it.

Still, "Joni Mitchell never lies," at least according to Earl (Khris Davis), the contractor working on Aisha's house. Earl has fond memories of the housing project (in an unspecified city) known to its residents as the Heat. Aisha doesn't; she sees the Heat as a place of fear, crime and lost prospects, and doesn't mourn its potential replacement. Now, with her husband, Travis (Mamoudou Athie), she has returned to help transform the Heat into the up-and-coming neighborhood of Fennbrook. Oh, but their fabulous home may be haunted.

"Good Bones" has great foundations: It's a play about property and community exclusively featuring Black characters, and Black characters from different ends of the economic spectrum. How often do we see stories featuring the gentrified and the gentrifiers, all of whom are the same skin color? But "Good Bones" is meager with its plot and noncommittal in its intrigue, so even when the play offers its wry charms and astute reflections, it feels largely stuck in place.

This production, directed by Saheem Ali, opens with a Bronte vibe; Aisha wanders in a shift dress through her in-progress modern mansion, with plastic sheets draping down from the high ceilings so the characters move through a haze of construction material. (Don't worry, the sheets are gradually ripped down throughout the play to expose an Ikea showcase-worthy kitchen and dining room, beautifully designed by Maruti Evans.) The follow-through is a little less impressive.

There's an argument about kitchen knobs (Travis wants the handcrafted $40 ones; Aisha wants to stick to their budget) and whether they should have kids. Earl brings his sister Carmen (Tea Guarino) over for dinner. Occasionally Aisha hears a ghoulish giggle or watches her French doors spookily open on their own. But even our protagonist comically shrugs off these humble hauntings. ("I ain't got time for this," she snaps, turning on her heel.)

This is the third play by Ijames, who won the 2022 Pulitzer Prize for drama for "Fat Ham," that Ali has staged. There's a sense of symbiosis between the two, but Ali's direction calls attention to the places where the script doesn't pull off mystique as much as it seems undetermined and unresolved.

So a shift in costuming (by Oana Botez), from Aisha's couture-looking suits in her fiercely monochromatic home, to a shimmering gown near the end, blatantly clues us in to an unspoken revelation. So, too, do the lights (by Barbara Samuels), when the distinct red-and-blue glare of a siren transforms into an all-engrossing blur of color as the police descend on a nearby block party getting out of hand.

In these cases, the production's demonstrative gestures often feel shallow because so much of "Good Bones" feels like an unfinished sentence or an open question. By the end of the play not only are we left to imagine the neighborhood's fate, we're also left without any resolution to the characters' arcs.

"Good Bones" has much of Ijames's signature wit and ease with dialogue, but at times the characters' exchanges seem to reduce them to perspectives in a debate on class and social change. Watson gives a complex, endlessly watchable performance as Aisha, but the play often feels conflicted between the rich, specific context of her life and the more general theme about changing neighborhoods. In that respect Travis, a fancy chef who grew up with family money, is somewhat of an afterthought, except as a symbol of a different kind of status and a means of marital conflict with Aisha. (Athie's performance is likewise stiff until the character opens up more emotionally toward the end.)

Despite all of Davis's attempts to make Earl the charismatic heart of the play (Davis is a charming comic delight from start to finish), he functions more simply as the voice of the neighborhood and a foil to Aisha. And when Carmen, a Penn student, arrives, she baldly serves as another view from a younger, more hopeful generation that recognizes the subtleties between Earl and Aisha's perspectives. When the group discusses code-switching, education and elevated soul food, "Good Bones" hints at but never delves deeper into how its characters' statuses can accommodate or contradict their notions of "authentic" Blackness.

Ijames is interested in the stories we craft about ourselves and our lives -- what parts of our backgrounds we claim and abandon, how we seek cohesion in our personal narratives and how community shapes identity. But to the extent that Aisha is fumbling her way to these answers, with the aid of the three other characters and the unnamed poltergeist, "Good Bones" also seems stuck in the construction phase.

Good Bones
Through Oct. 27 at The Public Theater, Manhattan; publictheater.org. Running time: 1 hour 55 minutes.
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'Water for Elephants' to Close on Broadway

The musical, based on the best-selling novel, featured dazzling acrobatics and puppetry. Its final performance will be Dec. 8.

"Water for Elephants," with a large cast of actors and acrobats at the Imperial Theater in Manhattan, will close at a loss. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Michael Paulson



Oct 01, 2024 at 10:21 PM

"Water for Elephants," a circus romance adapted from Sara Gruen's best-selling novel, will close on Broadway on Dec. 8, the latest big-budget musical to shutter during a challenging time for the theater business.

The musical was capitalized for up to $25 million, according to a filing with the Securities and Exchange Commission. That's at the upper end for Broadway musicals, although producing has generally become more expensive postpandemic; the show, with a large cast of actors and acrobats, is also costly to run, and it will close at a loss.

At the time of its closing, it will have had 25 previews and 301 regular performances at the Imperial Theater. The show is planning a national tour to begin in Baltimore in the fall of 2025.

"Water for Elephants" had an initial run last year at Alliance Theater in Atlanta; the Broadway production opened March 21 at the Imperial Theater. Jesse Green, the chief theater critic for The New York Times, gave it an enthusiastic review, calling it a "stunning, emotional production" and said "it leads with movement, eye candy and awe." Most other reviews were also positive.

The show has been struggling at the box office; last week it grossed $623,896, according to figures from the Broadway League, which is not enough to sustain a musical of this size. During that week the show played to houses that were, on average, just 62 percent occupied.

The show was nominated for seven Tony Awards, including best musical; it won none. Reflecting a trend on Broadway, the show has a huge cadre of credited co-producers; the lead producers are Peter Schneider, a former Disney executive who was also among the lead producers of "The Lion King" and Jennifer Costello of Big Red Barn Productions.

"Water for Elephants" features songs by PigPen Theater Co. and a book by Rick Elice; it is directed by Jessica Stone. The show makes heavy use not only of acrobatics, designed by Shana Carroll working with choreographer Jesse Robb, but also puppetry (to depict animals), designed by Ray Wetmore, JR Goodman and Camille Labarre.

The show is the fifth musical to announce closing dates since early May, following "Lempicka," "The Heart of Rock and Roll," "The Who's Tommy" and "The Notebook." Broadway is always a difficult industry, and most shows fail, but the odds of success are particularly long now that production costs have risen, audience size has fallen and a high volume of shows are competing for attention.
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Pras Sues Lauryn Hill Over Canceled Fugees Tour, Alleging Fraud

Ms. Hill was accused of deceiving the other group members about tour finances. She called the lawsuit "baseless" and "full of false claims."

From left, Pras, Lauryn Hill and Wyclef Jean of the Fugees performing in Inglewood, Calif., last year. The group's troubled reunion tour was canceled in August. Willy Sanjuan/Invision, via Associated Press



By Ben Sisario



Oct 01, 2024 at 07:32 PM

After three years of stops and starts, a troubled reunion tour by the hip-hop trio the Fugees -- Lauryn Hill, Wyclef Jean and Pras -- was finally canceled in August, leaving fans wondering what had happened behind the scenes. One version of that story emerged in a lawsuit filed Tuesday by Pras against Ms. Hill and her company, MLH Touring.

In the lawsuit, Pras -- whose real name is Prakazrel Michel -- laid out a withering portrait of a group in private conflict. He accused Ms. Hill of deceiving the other Fugees about the tour's finances, trying to "usurp control" by taking over the group's business and trademark, and unilaterally rejecting a $5 million offer for the Fugees to perform at this year's Coachella festival.

The suit, filed in Federal District Court in Manhattan, includes claims of fraud, breach of fiduciary duty, breach of contract and refusing to permit an audit. It seeks unspecified damages.

In a statement, Ms. Hill responded: "This baseless lawsuit by Pras is full of false claims and unwarranted attacks. It notably omits that he was advanced overpayment for the last tour and has failed to repay substantial loans extended by myself as an act of good will."

The Fugees, from New Jersey, became progressive standard-bearers for hip-hop in the 1990s with reggae-tinged hits like "Fu-Gee-La" and "Killing Me Softly," and Ms. Hill broke out with her 1998 solo album "The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill," which won the Grammy Award for album of the year.

But the group's history has long been tumultuous, and fans have been waiting decades for a proper tour. According to Mr. Michel's suit, the latest troubles began as soon as their first batch of reunion dates was announced in 2021.

After a delay, that tour was canceled in early 2022, with the group saying that Covid-19 had "made touring conditions difficult." But according to Mr. Michel's court papers, the real reason was that Ms. Hill had tried to take control of the group's finances, and had filed for ownership of the Fugees' trademark without informing Mr. Michel.

Mr. Michel "refused to accede to her power play," the suit says, including her demand that advance payments from the tour's promoter should go directly to Ms. Hill. "As a result, the 2021 tour never happened."

Mr. Jean is not a party to the suit. A representative for him did not immediately respond to a request for comment about it.

Mr. Michel also accuses Ms. Hill of taking advantage of his weakened financial position while he was fighting his own court battle. In 2019, he was indicted on federal charges of being part of a conspiracy to violate campaign finance laws by funneling millions of dollars in foreign money into the 2012 presidential election; he was convicted last year, and in August a judge rejected Mr. Michel's push for a new trial.

The group went out on a North American tour in 2023. Mr. Michel's suit contends that Ms. Hill needed the involvement of all three of the Fugees members to book large venues, but that he was "forced to accept onerous terms" because of his legal troubles; that included giving control of the tour to Ms. Hill and her company. The tour was cut short after about a dozen dates, with Ms. Hill saying she was suffering from "serious vocal strain."

In a detailed response, Ms. Hill said that her tour was expanded to help aid Mr. Michel in his legal defense. She said she absorbed most of the expenses herself and produced the show. She also said he has not paid back a $3 million advance.

"Wyclef and myself deferred our full advances to make sure he had what he needed and was able to go," she said. "An agreement was put in place to secure the repayment of the money he was advanced. Pras has not paid back the money he was advanced, and is currently in breach of this agreement."

She added, "I was not in Pras's life when he decided to make the unfortunate decision that led to his current legal troubles."

Erica Dumas, a spokeswoman for Mr. Michel's legal team, called Ms. Hill's statement about the unpaid advance "categorically false."

In 2024, during discussions for a new tour, Mr. Michel's suit says, he learned that Ms. Hill had not reported to the others the full advance payment she received from their promoters in 2023, and that she had been taking 40 percent of the profits "off the top." According to the suit, Ms. Hill was splitting the remaining 60 percent between the three members -- effectively giving her 60 percent of all earnings, with Mr. Michel and Mr. Jean getting only 20 percent apiece. That, the suit says, violated the group's longstanding practice, codified in its 2023 deal, that all profits should be shared equally.

In June, a new Fugees tour was announced, even though the members of the group had never signed a new agreement about their terms for the tour, the suit says. In August, days before the tour was set to start, the dates were canceled.

According to Mr. Michel's suit, poor ticket sales were the reason. In a post on social media, Ms. Hill seemed to confirm that, though she blamed "some media outlets' penchant for sensationalism" over the 2023 cancellations, which she said "seemingly created a narrative that has affected ticket sales for the North American portion of the tour."

This fall, Ms. Hill will be touring in Europe, with shows billed as "Ms. Lauryn Hill & the Fugees."

In a statement, Robert S. Meloni, a lawyer for Mr. Michel, said he would not be participating in those shows.
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Review: Finding the Right Rep for a Repertory Company

Dayton Contemporary Dance Company brought a mixed bill to the Joyce Theater, including a Paul Taylor classic and a dance by the great Rennie Harris.

From left, Donovan McFadden, Alexandria Flewellen and Elizabeth Ramsey in Rennie Harris's "Jacob's Ladder," part of the Dayton Contemporary Dance Company's program at the Joyce Theater. Julieta Cervantes for The New York Times



By Brian Seibert



Oct 02, 2024 at 06:17 PM

Since it was founded in 1968, Dayton Contemporary Dance Company has often been compared with Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, founded 10 years before. And with Philadanco and Dallas Black Dance Theater, which started up soon after. These troupes share a focus on the African American experience but also, perhaps less obviously, a model. They are repertory companies, which means they are forever facing the question: What repertory will best serve their dancers and audiences?

How about a beloved masterpiece? That's what Dayton Contemporary Dance has brought to New York for its run at the Joyce Theater this week: Paul Taylor's "Esplanade" (1975). It serves as a terrific closer for a three-work program that begins at the other end of the quality spectrum.

Dayton is the first Black-centered company to perform "Esplanade." As an addition to the repertory, the work has some symbolic weight as a show of range and an implicit defiance of limited notions about what such a company should do. In performance, though, what seemed to matter more was that Dayton wasn't the Paul Taylor company.

"Esplanade," inspired by the image of a woman running for a bus, is set to excerpts from Bach violin concertos but is built from simple materials: walking, running. Generation after generation of Taylor dancers have made this look easy. The Dayton dancers reveal how difficult it is.

Nicolay Dorsett soars over her colleagues in Paul Taylor's "Esplanade," part of the Dayton Contemporary Dance Company's program at the Joyce Theater. Julieta Cervantes for The New York Times


You can see the mental and physical effort required for the quick shuffling of formations, the courage needed to baseball-slide across the stage without a collision or to leap into someone's arms. Not yet relaxed into the work, the Dayton dancers slightly rush some of the slower parts, denying the basic moves their full musical values, and they don't quite let go into the headlong sections.

But their careful attention is touching, and here and there, they find their own take on the classic. During the piece's most tender moment, when a man lies on his back and a woman walks on him as if scaling a mountain, resting her full weight on his stomach, Dayton's Sadale Warner ennobles the gesture with elegance.

The program's middle work, "Jacob's Ladder," isn't a new acquisition. The hip-hop choreographer Rennie Harris made it for the company in 2006, as part of a collection of dances inspired by the painter Jacob Lawrence. It's not clear what it has to do with Lawrence, but it is clearly the work of a great choreographer.

At first we're in some kind of bardo realm, with lunging dancers creeping onstage as more back in from the opposite wings. Soon, the music -- Zap Mama and other sounds deftly mixed by Darrin Ross -- acquires a beat and we enter a paradise of club dancing, alive with shimmying, swiveling, wobbly knees and brilliant footwork. While keeping in the groove, Harris's sophisticated composition continually layers its materials, setting slow against quick, foreground against background. At the end, the silent screams become sighs of release.

Here, too, the Dayton dancers aren't entirely at home, a little too stiff to give the work its full idiomatic juice. But as in "Esplanade," they find their way in flashes, as when Aaron J. Frisby, leaping in a steep arc, hangs in the air.

Devin Baker in Ray Mercer's "This I Know for Sure." Julieta Cervantes for The New York Times


It's unfortunate that all this is preceded by Ray Mercer's "This I Know for Sure" (2017). At one point, we see a dancer under a symbolic lightbulb, swatting at it during an agony-of-creation solo. But this, and the dance around it, is sorely lacking in creativity, saddled with vapid music by Olafur Arnalds and Ludovico Einaudi and others, mired in battle-of-the-sexes cliches and merely feinting at sass.

In Mercer's work, there is plenty of action but none of the Harris drive. The dancers leap into one another's arms and step on each other's bodies, but without the excitement and emotion of "Esplanade." By the end of the program, there is one thing you know for sure: Dayton can make much better repertory choices than its opener.

Dayton Contemporary Dance Company

Through Sunday at the Joyce Theater; joyce.org
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The Story of the African Diaspora, Told Through Its Fashions

By examining the work of designers of African descent, a new exhibition in Manhattan finds common threads and, more interestingly, divergences.

A gallery in the Museum at FIT exhibition "Africa's Fashion Diaspora." James Estrin/The New York Times



By Sandra E. Garcia



Sep 26, 2024 at 11:28 PM

In a darkened gallery, a dress designed by Madame Willi Posey bedecks a mannequin standing under a spotlight. Notably, Ms. Posey, who worked as a fashion designer in Harlem in the 1950s, '60s and '70s, is the person who taught Faith Ringgold, a venerated multimedia artist whose story quilts have hung in many of the great American museums, how to sew. She was her mother.

The Posey ensemble, which includes wide-leg pants and a long-sleeved tunic in a gold fabric that combines zebra and leopard print, is part of "Africa's Fashion Diaspora," a new exhibition at the Museum at FIT in Manhattan that examines works from designers of African descent.

The 60 looks included in the exhibition, which opened last week, were created by designers from Africa, Europe, the United States, the Caribbean and South America. The show aims to draw out a mosaic of stories from the African diaspora -- a term for the patchwork of global communities of people descended from Africans. From Denim Tears to Balmain to Telfar, the show seeks to highlight connections across the Black experience through fashion.

"For this exhibition, I think one of the hidden themes is that fashion is storytelling," Elizabeth Way, the show's curator, said. "All of the designers really use fashion to tell stories, and they, as Black people, tell stories about themselves and about their cultures. I think that through fashion we can understand other cultures a bit better."

Elizabeth Way, the show's curator, wanted to explore how designers used "their artistic practice to define what it means to be a Black citizen in this international world." James Estrin/The New York Times


Cotton-wax print booties by the Italian-Haitian designer Stella Novarino, a collaboration with Christian Louboutin. James Estrin/The New York Times

The American-born designer Patrick Kelly worked a kente-cloth print into taper-leg trousers. James Estrin/The New York Times


The exhibition is split into nine sections. In an introductory gallery, a section called "Reaching for Africa" highlights the work of Black American designers who are grasping at their roots through their designs. Their use of African motifs and ideas, the show suggests, is an attempt to link to a severed lineage.

According to Ms. Way, while Ms. Posey's design winks at Blackness and Pan-Africanism, it is from the perspective of an outsider -- someone peering into a culture that she is still getting acquainted with. (Whatever else it may be, she said, the American perspective remains a Western one, largely defined by colonialism and a tendency to exoticize.)

"To form a diaspora means that you're still linked in some way," said Mabel O. Wilson, chair of the African American and African diaspora studies department at Columbia University. Professor Wilson noted that despite the fact that the dispersal began hundreds of years ago, with the trans-Atlantic slave trade, many bonds remained strong, including common cultural practices, foods, architectural styles and music. "All of these things sort of are the kinds of threads that weave together connections of diaspora," she added. "Sound, aesthetic practices, style, moves back and forth, especially in a digital age. It's pretty astonishing."

Another ensemble in the introductory section includes kente-print leggings paired with a flouncy bright yellow blouse and a wicker-basket headpiece by the designer Patrick Kelly, who was from Mississippi but came to prominence in Paris in the '80s.

Throughout much of the second half of the 20th century, kente cloth -- a patterned fabric of tremendous significance to the Asante people of Ghana -- was used by Americans to show pride in their connection to West Africa. So while many Ghanaians believe the fabric's meaning has been diluted by Black Americans, it remains a powerful visual in North America: Where one side sees a fraying of culture, the other side feels reinforcement.

According to Ms. Way, while those belonging to the African diaspora share a common ancestry, it is the differences between them that give texture to the diasporic experience.

A Team Liberia uniform for the 2021 Tokyo Olympics, designed by the Liberian-born designer Telfar Clemens. James Estrin/The New York Times


A cotton wax print dress by Esteban Sinesterra Paz of Colombia. James Estrin/The New York Times

A shweshwe cotton ensemble by the South African designer Thebe Magugu, whose "Genealogy" collection was inspired by family photographs. James Estrin/The New York Times


"I wanted to think about how fashion designers -- particularly 20th- and 21st-century fashion designers -- are using their artistic practice to define what it means to be a Black citizen in this international world," Ms. Way said. Conceptualizations of Blackness differ from the United States to South America, she added, or from Africa to Europe.

"It is one of the things I really want to highlight here, the multidimensionality of Blackness and how people view it in different ways," the curator continued. "When it comes to these African-inspired pieces, it is filling a need for these designers and their constituencies."

A basement-level main gallery of the museum contains the other sections of the exhibition, which closes on Dec. 29: "Mothers and Motherlands," "A Black Atlantic," "Monumental Cloth," "Tun Yuh Han Mek Fashan" -- "turn your hand to make fashion" in Jamaican patois, a phrase used to gesture at the innovation and creativity of the Caribbean -- and "Ubuntu."

There are dresses, outfits, bags, shoes and even a wedding dress that explore themes including scarification rituals, religion and family.

"There's so many things that do separate Black people, and it is important to look at them as individual communities with their own traditions and their own identities," Ms. Way said. "Not to flatten that, but there's so many ways that we can speak to each other, and fashion is a really beautiful way to do it."
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What Is Galaxy Gas, and Why Are Young People Inhaling It?

The popularity of videos that show young people inhaling nitrous oxide from whipped cream chargers has prompted TikTok to block searches, and the vendor to halt sales.

Canisters of Galaxy Gas and other nitrous oxide products on display at a smoke shop in Manhattan on Wednesday. The New York Times



By Callie Holtermann



Sep 25, 2024 at 08:05 PM

Nitrous oxide, which has been misused as a recreational drug for decades, has a new name on social media: Galaxy Gas.

Galaxy Gas, a vendor in Georgia, sells canisters of nitrous oxide that it says are meant to turn liquid cream into foam for beverages and desserts. But videos of young people inhaling the gas from colorful canisters -- some of them advertising flavors like vanilla cupcake and strawberry cream -- have gained traction on TikTok, YouTube and X in videos with millions of views.

The visibility of the products on social media, where the name "Galaxy Gas" has taken off as a shorthand for nitrous canisters generally, has prompted a fresh wave of concern about the dangers of the gas and its appeal to young people.

What is Galaxy Gas?

Galaxy Gas is best known for its whipped cream chargers: cylinders of pressurized nitrous oxide gas that are legal to sell as culinary products. The company paused the sale of its canisters on Sept. 19 after several widely circulated videos showed young people inhaling from them.

One video that shows a man sucking from a strawberry-flavored Galaxy Gas canister has been viewed more than 28 million times on X, according to the company's analytics. A TikTok video with close to a million views shows two young people browsing flavors of Galaxy Gas together -- and deciding between fruit punch and watermelon lemonade.

Just how popular is it?

Nitrous oxide, or laughing gas, has longstanding medical use as an anesthetic but has been misused for decades as a party drug called whippets. So while it is difficult to say how many young people have sought out nitrous oxide because of these videos, searches for "galaxy gas" have increased sharply in the past two months, according to Google Trends.

Concern about the use of inhalants among young people has also been mounting: An article in The British Medical Journal warned in 2022 that doctors were seeing an increase in young people experiencing neurological problems as a result of recreational nitrous oxide use.

More than 13 million Americans have misused nitrous oxide in their lifetimes, according to the 2023 National Survey on Drug Use and Health. And some state legislatures have taken action: In 2021, New York passed a law prohibiting people under 21 from being able to purchase whipped cream chargers containing the gas.

What are the safety concerns?

While nitrous oxide can be safely administered in a dentist's office, it can be "very dangerous" to inhale without a doctor's supervision, said Dr. Purva Grover, the medical director of pediatric emergency departments at Cleveland Clinic Children's.

In the short term, the gas can cause dizziness and headaches, and can impair judgment to the point of serious injury, Dr. Grover said. Nitrous oxide can also imperil the cardiovascular function of people with low oxygen levels, she said: "That could lead to really bad things, including, your heart could stop."

A 2024 article in the journal Addiction noted that nitrous oxide "could well be addictive," but that there was no scientific consensus. Doctors are also concerned that chronic inhalation of the gas can affect the body's ability to process vitamin B12, Dr. Grover said, which can lead to neurological illness.

How has Galaxy Gas responded?

A spokeswoman for the company wrote in an email that it was "deeply concerned about the recent news reports and social media posts of individuals illegally misusing our products." She continued: "Both our terms of use and conditions of sale strictly prohibit unlawful use, misuse or appeal to children."

Although Galaxy Gas has stopped selling whipped cream chargers, its products are still listed on some wholesale websites that supply products to smoke shops. Nitrous oxide canisters from other brands remain available to order from Amazon and Walmart for less than $40 a canister.

What about TikTok and other social media platforms?

TikTok no longer shows video results for searches for "galaxy gas," instead directing users to a page offering resources about substance use and addiction. A representative for the company said that videos of people using nitrous oxide were not allowed on the platform, but declined to share information on how many videos had been removed.

 TikTok, Photo Illustration by The New York Times


Some videos of young people inhaling nitrous oxide remain on TikTok with hundreds of thousands of views. They are also available on YouTube, X and Reddit, where they are more easily searchable. Canisters of Galaxy Gas are also being used as virtual accessories on Roblox, a gaming site with a young user base.

What about the packaging?

Last week, the musician SZA expressed concern that the look of Galaxy Gas could be especially enticing to young customers. "Something about the childlike designs and marketing is so spooky like ... stars and bright colors?" she wrote on X, adding that she was worried about the product being marketed to Black children.

The Galaxy Gas spokeswoman said that its flavor range and colorful appearance reflected the fact that the company's products were sometimes sold in smoke and sex shops as an "erotic novelty."

"Customers use Galaxy Gas to make flavorful whipped cream lubricants for their pleasure," she said, adding, "Our marketing clearly speaks to this use, and we have never attempted to market or sell our products to children."

Still, the look of today's whipped cream chargers alarms Dr. Gail Saltz, a psychoanalyst and associate attending physician at NewYork-Presbyterian/Weill Cornell Medical Center.

Misuse of nitrous oxide was a problem long before Galaxy Gas, she said. What is new is the brandishing of colorful packaging and novelty flavors on social media -- a combination that is likely to help the products appeal well beyond the demographic of chefs preparing whipped desserts.

"Consciously or subliminally, the message is, This is OK for kids," Dr. Saltz said.
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They've Made Hats for McCain and Trump. And Obama and Harris.

One of the last remaining union-run hat factories in the country is in New Jersey. Over more than three decades, its workers have made hats for competing campaigns.

Lately, workers at Unionwear, a hat factory in Newark, have been churning out about 5,000 hats per day for the Harris-Walz campaign. James Estrin/The New York Times



By Charles W. McFarlane
Reporting from Newark


Sep 30, 2024 at 10:07 AM

On an afternoon in September, in a 70,000-square-foot factory in New Jersey, the brims of thousands of camouflage hats were being steamed into a gentle bend so they could be boxed up and shipped across the country.

A large digital display that usually keeps track of how many hats are produced throughout the day had been turned off, because these hats -- official merchandise for the Harris-Walz campaign -- had been moving down the assembly lines too quickly to count.

"I've never seen a surge like this," Mitch Cahn, the president of Unionwear, a clothing wholesaler in Newark, said as he walked through the labyrinthine factory, where samples and patterns for different bags and caps hang from the ceiling.

Mr. Cahn had been surprised by the popularity of the hats: After Vice President Kamala Harris announced Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota as her running mate in August, the campaign sold over 50,000 in just a few days. But he hadn't been caught totally flat-footed.

For more than three decades, Unionwear has been responsible for the merchandise of major presidential campaigns on both sides of the aisle -- including for both the McCain and Obama campaigns in 2008 and for Donald J. Trump's 2016 campaign, when the former president introduced the original MAGA hat. Mr. Cahn still fulfills orders for the unmistakable red hat from third-party groups. (Now considered rare, one circa 2015 Unionwear-produced MAGA hat is listed for $2,000 on eBay.)

Unionwear started making political hats during the 1996 Clinton campaign, but Mr. Cahn said it was the 2000 Gore campaign that started to put merch -- and, by extension, where it was made -- center stage.

A sampling of Unionwear's output, which includes hats for government organizations, like the U.S. Army, and the country's major unions. James Estrin/The New York Times

Mitch Cahn, the president of Unionwear. James Estrin/The New York Times


Part of what campaigns are buying is the "Made in USA" label, which has become increasingly coveted by consumers and brands alike in the past few decades. It's why companies like Ford and Budweiser, as well as the U.S. Army and Coast Guard, have their merchandise produced in this New Jersey factory. (Past clients have also included Ralph Lauren, Izod and Supreme.)

On the Harris-Walz hats, an American flag tab is prominently featured on the back strap, and in the campaign's web store -- where the hats are currently on back order -- the product description reads "American made, union made."

While there are no laws against making campaign merchandise overseas, Mr. Cahn said, "whenever a candidate buys merch that's not 'Made in USA,' it is in the news."

Mr. Cahn, a New Jersey native, came to hat making in a roundabout fashion. After spending his college years at the Wharton School preparing for a career in finance, he lasted only two years on Wall Street before he found himself itching to get out. When he heard a union-run hat manufacturer in Jersey City had gone bankrupt and was selling its equipment, his ears perked up. He knew he wanted to keep the shop union, he said, and hasn't looked back.

"We were union from Day 1, and that was intentional," Mr. Cahn, 57, said. "I didn't even know how to manufacture hats. The workers did. You could still see now when you walk around, the place runs itself. There's just a lot of know-how."

Since Mr. Cahn bought the business in 1992, the company has grown to 165 workers from just six, and moved to a large factory building in Newark, nestled among residential buildings and a baseball field.

To prepare for the election season, Mr. Cahn makes sure all 165 workers are familiar with hat production and shifts around other contracts to account for election-merch surges. At first, they didn't see many orders coming in for the 2024 race.

"We saw virtually no Biden sales all year," he said.

But when Ms. Harris became the nominee and Mr. Walz joined the ticket, enthusiasm for their campaign -- and for the style of hat that came to be associated with it -- led to a huge increase in Unionwear's production.

Over the last few decades, Unionwear's work force has grown to 165 from six. Come election season -- the factory's busy season -- all workers must be well versed in hat production. James Estrin/The New York Times


The factory usually produces 2,500 hats a day, maxing out at around 4,000. Lately, Mr. Cahn said, it's churning out about 5,000 Harris-Walz hats a day.

That may be partly because baseball caps, while timeless, seem to be in the middle of a fashion moment. Harling Ross Anton, the writer behind the fashion Substack Gumshoe, says it's the result of the "continued trend-ification of merch."

The simple baseball cap has been near the center of several trends of late, including "quiet luxury" and the men of fashion week sporting shredded caps en masse. Ms. Ross Anton also pointed to recent runway shows like Bally's spring 2024 collection, which featured models sporting soft dad hats paired with skirts, silk blouses, slacks and trench coats.

"It's rare for any merch to be good," Ms. Ross Anton said. What matters, she added, is "whether it is capable of standing alone from a design perspective, regardless of its brand affiliation."

In that respect, the camouflage pattern of the Harris-Walz hat may have also helped boost it to mega-popularity. Photorealistic camouflage has become increasingly trendy among young people in the hipper corners of American cities and continues to be a stalwart in more rural parts of the country.

Maybe nothing more than the recent Chappell Roan "Midwest Princess" camouflage hat, which came out before the Harris-Walz model, exemplifies this cross-cultural appeal.

"It speaks to a couple of groups," said Jason Diamond, a writer in Brooklyn who owns over 200 baseball hats. "I don't know if hunters in Michigan realize it's meant for hipsters in Bushwick, but it's kind of funny, actually."

Part of what makes caps so popular, now and always, is their versatility. They can signal status, taste, political allegiance, solidarity, brand loyalty or simply which team you are rooting for -- usually operating on multiple levels at once. It is a simple, cheap article of clothing that can let the world know where you stand.

The mega-popular camouflage Harris-Walz hats. A prominent American flag on the back strap emphasizes that the hats are made in the United States. James Estrin/The New York Times


At around 1 p.m., some of the workers at Unionwear were starting to clear out of the break room and return to their sewing, embroidery, eyelet and other machines that together help make the 23 different parts of a baseball hat.

It all starts in the cutting room, where bolts of fabric are laid out in tall stacks before being cut by a computerized machine. The panels of the crown are then sewn together. Unlike buying blank ball caps and having them embroidered, Unionwear embroiders the panels of the hat before they are stitched together on large machines that sew more than a dozen panels at a time.

While the machines hummed, Mr. Cahn reflected on a correlation -- though one that is far from scientific -- that he has noticed over the years when it comes to presidential campaigns and the hats they make.

Since 2008, he said, the number of hats ordered by a presidential campaign has foretold the winner of that year's election.

In 2016, Mr. Cahn said, the Hillary Clinton campaign hadn't moved many baseball hats.

"That was fascinating to us because she did not sell any hats," Mr. Cahn said. "We were just trying to reconcile that with the presumption that she was going to win."
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fashion review


The Verdict on Alessandro Michele's Valentino

Major change is in the air, in all sorts of ways.

Valentino, spring 2025 Stephane Cardinale/Corbis, via Getty Images



By Vanessa Friedman
Reporting from Paris


Sep 30, 2024 at 08:57 AM

Goodbye Hotel Salomon de Rothschild, the ornate 19th-century hotel particulier in the 8th Arrondissement of Paris that for years had played rococo host to the Valentino fashion shows.

Hello, to a giant arena on the outskirts of the city that had been transformed by Alessandro Michele, Valentino's new creative director, into a sort of haunted maison for his debut show. It had a cracked mirror floor and white dust covers thrown over a maze of armoires, standing lamps and settees, as though they were all just waiting for someone new to come in and blow the cobwebs away. Whoosh. Hello to change!

Sort of.

Change for Valentino, unquestionably. The clothes were markedly different from those that had defined Valentino under Pierpaolo Piccioli, the former designer who had brought a deceptively easy elegance and sublime color palette to the house that an opera diva's red and a carefully placed ruffle had built.

But change for Mr. Michele? Not so much. Instead he brought the signature maximalist expression he had developed in his former job at Gucci to the house, in one sweep transforming what he had described in a preview as its "dusty chic" classicism into a bricolage of decade-hopping fabulousness.

It was as if all the callow kids on the runway had been invited to a 15-course dinner party in a Venetian palazzo overlooking the Grand Canal to celebrate a new film, "Return to Micheleland" -- and beforehand been allowed to rummage around in the walk-in closet of an eccentric contessa who also was an obsessive vintage collector. Pick a character, any character, and there was a costume to match.










There were floor-sweeping silver-screen chiffon gowns glinting with silver sequins and little 1960s jolie madame shifts, a line of bows at the throat. Chinoiserie jackets in emerald green and gold as well as some faded denim jeans. Polka dots and paisleys and heavily embroidered 1970s vests (for both men and women). Ruffles and fringes galore. Fluffy marabou stoles, tuxedos and slithery silk dressing gowns. Little lace gloves and lace tights and satin turbans. Sparkling nose and lip rings. Many, many bags -- one in the shape of a porcelain cat.

And it wasn't just the clothes; it was the celebrities on the front row: Harry Styles, Jared Leto, Florence Welch, Elton John, Colman Domingo. All of whom had followed Mr. Michele from his last job to this one.

The result was clarity, of a kind.

This wasn't Valent-ucci, or Gucci-tino. It was Alessandro Michele. It doesn't really matter what name is over the door or what initials are on the handbags. As with Hedi Slimane, who remade Saint Laurent in his image and then moved on to do the same at Celine, and as with John Galliano, who recently reverted to type at Maison Margiela, when it comes to Mr. Michele, the brand that matters most is actually his.

 Stephane Cardinale/Corbis, via Getty Images

 Daniele Venturelli/Getty Images for Valentino.

 Stephane Cardinale/Corbis, via Getty Images

Valentino, spring 2025 Left and right, Stephane Cardinale/Corbis, via Getty Images, center, Daniele Venturelli/Getty Images for Valentino.

Indeed, Mr. Michele said as much in his preview, held in a basement room at the show venue that had been temporarily transformed with multiple Oriental carpets and brocade armchairs. He noted that he expected people to react by saying, "Oh, that's Gucci. But maybe I think that's a compliment, because it's me." He may have a new job, he went on, "but I think that I don't have to change that much. I mean, it's being, in a way, authentic."

Of course, when he first got the Valentino job he went to the archives and, of course, he spoke to Giancarlo Giammetti, the man who created the brand in the first place with Valentino Garavani, (and who was at the show, cheering Mr. Michele on). Of course, Mr. Michele included nods to brand codes such as Valentino red and ruffles and polka dots. There were more gala looks than usual, and a palpable finesse under all the muchness. And there's no question Mr. Valentino, who retired in 2008, does love a dinner party.

But those gestures were more like salad dressing, rather than the substance of the meal. The meat -- and the pasta and the spumoni -- were all Mr. Michele.

On the one hand, fair enough: Gucci itself no longer looks anything like it did under Mr. Michele, who left in 2022 after helping transform that brand into a $10 billion behemoth and was replaced by Sabato De Sarno, who has taken it in an altogether more minimalist direction. There's space in fashion for Mr. Michele's mad magpie aesthetic and commitment to decoration for all. He might as well fill it, if no one else will.

Valentino, spring 2025 Valentino
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As he said, "I think that fashion sometimes seems to be not important, that we don't really need all these ruffles, you know. But I think that we need." That's an affirmation of the human desire to dress up worth hearing.

The collection will indubitably be a hit with his former fans, who never really took to the whole stealth-wealth trend, as well as a generation that has embraced vintage shopping as a lifestyle. Certainly the celeb contingent, offering a standing ovation, was thrilled. Hari Nef looked as though she had been moved to tears.

On the other hand, it would have been fascinating to see Mr. Michele actually be a little tougher with himself, to use his new job to get out of his lavishly appointed comfort zone and experiment. He's talented enough to do that. Besides, what does it say about brands if they are treated like empty shells that can be reinvented wholesale by every creative director that comes along?

Conventional wisdom for years had it that designers, even famous ones, should be chameleons, sublimating themselves to the service of the brand. Now it seems the brand is at the service of the designer. At least the world-building ones.

That may be the biggest change of all.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/30/style/alessandro-michele-valentino.html
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fashion review


Sex Is Back on the Table in Paris

Balenciaga starts the heavy breathing. With shimmies from Hermes, Stella McCartney and Victoria Beckham.

At the Balenciaga show, Nicole Kidman wore a black turtleneck long-sleeve version of the laced-up dress in the spring 2025 collection. Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times



By Vanessa Friedman
Reporting from Paris


Oct 01, 2024 at 08:40 AM

Under the golden dome of Les Invalides, the 17th-century monument where Napoleon is entombed, and on the penultimate day of fashion month, Balenciaga built a giant black box -- the better to house a 154-foot long (47-meter) wooden dining table, polished to a high sheen.

Not because, as some guests posited, the brand's mononymous creative director, Demna, wanted to issue some pointed social commentary on who gets a seat at the table (Answer: Nicole Kidman, Katy Perry, the WNBA player Cameron Brink, various brand pooh-bahs and various editor in chiefs). And not because Demna was hinting this was his last supper, though given the freneticism of the rumor mill currently spinning in fashion, it would not have been out of character for him to juice it a bit.

But because, he said backstage afterward, as a teenager he was endlessly drawing fashion collections and showing them to his family at the dining table, and that was "the beginning of my, I don't know, obsession, or what I would call a marriage, to this job." It is, he said, "probably one of the longest relationships I've been in." Maybe that's why he started the collection with a white lace bra, girdle, garter belt and stockings.

Sex, it seemed, was back on the menu. Spicy.

This wasn't the first time a tabletop had become a runway -- Dries Van Noten did it in 2004 -- but it has been awhile.









It has also been an oddly neutered season. The in-your-face-with-my-flesh naked dressing prevalent not that long ago has practically disappeared from the catwalks. Maybe it's simply a backlash to what came before or maybe it's due to a general free-floating anxiety about the state of -- well, almost everything -- that has created a sort of big-brand paralysis. Or maybe it's the widespread tiptoeing around about what sexy is and who gets to define it, but there has been more covering than uncovering when it comes to the body. Even the lingerie touches popping up in various shows are not so much provocative as polite; about a certain kind of dressing, rather than undressing.

Which is why the occasionally erotic has stood out. At Hermes, for example, where normally a studied discretion reigns, Nadege Vanhee flirted with sheer silk knit trousers and skirts that suggested everything was not nearly as beige as it looked (her work has been getting steadily more interesting as it has gotten naughtier). Victoria Beckham slashed through tailoring by slashing, literally, through the thigh of her trousers, from mid-pocket to upper knee, turning every step into a perverse little game of peekaboo; then she paired the pants with bodysuits cut so high on the hip that they cleared the waistband. Stella McCartney may have dedicated her show to the protection of avian life, but it was when she showed a simple sheer black dress hung from a darker yoke, and sent out bra tops in the shape of birds mixed in with oversize suiting that it really took flight.

 Indigital

 Filippo Fior

 Isidore Montag/Gorunway.com

From left, Stella McCartney, Hermes and Victoria Beckham, spring 2025. From left, Indigital, Filippo Fior, Isidore Montag/Gorunway.com

The creation of desire, after all, is as much a part of what drives dressing as the lust for power, or for protection, or just for more stuff. It hasn't been, however, a subject that Demna has grappled with much in his almost 10 years at Balenciaga. At least until now.

Now, however, he said, "fashion needs to get messed up." Then he said the same thing, more graphically. Then he did it, messing not just with the libidinous, but raising the trompe l'oeil tease to a high art. It's one way to heat things up.

All that dishabille, which included high-cut lace panties, jet-bead embroidery and underwire, turned out to be not lingerie at all, but rather bodysuits engineered to look like lingerie on bare flesh. Big blouson jackets -- Demna's puffer riff on the cocoon, with neoprene linings to preserve their shape -- topped barely-there bottoms. A series of classic Balenciaga prim pleated-silk dresses turned to reveal big black corset lacings at the back that extended from the top of the spine to the hem, the ribbons loosed to expose slices of skin beneath, the ends dangling to the floor. They practically begged to be further undone.

Balenciaga, spring 2025. Balenciaga

Balenciaga, spring 2025. Balenciaga


Erogenous zones were the slice of skin just under the belly button, exposed in men's jeans cut so impossibly low it was hard to figure out how they stayed on, and the upper thigh, where pair of dungarees had been cut in two to create hot pants and thigh-highs. The corset made another appearance, turned into what Demna called a "Medici collar" -- a face-framing fan that rose high on black greatcoats -- as did five-pocket jeans, rendered stiff as a board and set like a scarf around the neck, so the waistband cradled the head and the legs draped down like lapels. Which is to say, it put the head between a pair of legs.

Ahem.

At the end came a series of snap-on bandeau tops that exposed the entire back and had no visible means of staying on the body (and which recalled the Alaia snap bracelet tops of last season). After it was all over, Nicole Kidman, whose movie about female desire, "Babygirl," recently premiered at the Venice Film Festival, appeared backstage to hug Demna. She was wearing a long-sleeve black turtleneck version of the laced-up dress on the runway. "I love the corset," she whispered in Demna's ear.

On the show's soundtrack, by Demna's husband, BFRND, had been a remix of Britney Spears' song "Gimme More." You knew what she meant.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/01/style/balenciaga-sexy-paris-fashion-week.html
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Deaths from tropical storms in the U.S. have been spiking

Fatalities connected to storms that struck as many as 15 years ago - measured as
the number of deaths above what would otherwise be expected - are rising faster as
storms increase in frequency.
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