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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Who does Trump plan to deport? Who Trump wants to deport.
        Philip Bump

        The former president has pledged to deport immigrants living in the country illegally. New comments make clear that his ambitions are broader than that.

      

      
        How The Washington Post creates its presidential polling average
        Lenny Bronner

        The largest difference between our averages and others is that we only include the highest quality state and national polls.

      

      
        Election 2024 live updates: Liz Cheney to campaign with Harris in Wisconsin; Trump returning to Michigan
        Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Justine McDaniel, Maegan Vazquez, Patrick Svitek

        Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.

      

      
        Liz Cheney to campaign with Kamala Harris in Wisconsin
        Patrick Svitek

        The two are set to appear in Ripon, Wis., a small city in northeastern Wisconsin that is known as the birthplace of the Republican Party.

      

      
        No amount of evidence will convince Republicans of Trump's 2020 guilt
        Philip Bump

        Republican support for Donald Trump's efforts to overturn the 2020 election has always been despite the evidence, not because of it.

      

      
        Democrats try to find political salvation in the Southwest
        Paul Kane

        Four states in the region have turned into a Democratic stronghold

      

      
        With races tight, some House Republicans tout 'pro-choice' credentials
        Mariana Alfaro

        The shift in tone reflects the Democrats' success in campaigning on the issue and hints at Republican anxiety about how voters are responding.

      

      
        Trump's outrageously false claim of 13,000 migrant murderers 'on the loose'
        Glenn Kessler

        Convicted killers not held in ICE's limited facilities are serving their time in state or federal prisons.

      

      
        Rep. Jim Jordan angles to lead a possible House Republican minority
        Marianna Sotomayor, Leigh Ann Caldwell

        With his sights again set on House Republican leadership, far-right firebrand Rep. Jim Jordan tries to win over more moderate colleagues.

      

      
        5 takeaways from the big new filing on Trump's 2020 election plot
        Aaron Blake

        "So what," "Make them riot," "It doesn't matter if you won or lost the election," and what it all means legally and politically.

      

      
        Following civil VP debate, Harris in Georgia to address Helene damage
        Amy B Wang, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez

        Get the latest news on Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump from the 2024 campaign trail a day after the vice-presidential debate in New York.

      

      
        Biden works to limit conflict as Mideast edges closer to all-out war
        Yasmeen Abutaleb, John Hudson, Karen DeYoung, Michael Birnbaum

        Israeli officials have signaled they may not launch a massive attack on Iran, but the region remains highly combustible.

      

      
        Biden and Harris visit storm-ravaged areas
        Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Toluse Olorunnipa

        Trips come as Trump challenges White House handling of Hurricane Helene

      

      
        Trump's continued callousness toward injured soldiers
        Aaron Blake

        Trump calls the injuries to American soldiers caused by a 2020 Iranian missile strike "headaches." They were much more than that. And the former president can't stop saying and doing things like this.

      

      
        Trump and his allies are not planning to concede another electoral loss
        Philip Bump

        The former president and his allies are making it clear, repeatedly, that the only outcome they will accept without hesitation is one where he is the victor.

      

      
        Republicans keep inventing new ways to scapegoat immigrants
        Philip Bump

        It used to be false claims about crime. Now, including in the vice-presidential debate, it's false claims about crime and housing and drugs and guns.

      

      
        Vance probably 'won' the debate. But Walz might have gained more.
        Aaron Blake

        A dive into the nuanced instant post-debate polling.

      

      
        Vance used past GOP climate inaction to argue for climate inaction
        Philip Bump

        During the vice-presidential debate, Sen. JD Vance presented the right's new case for not taking climate change seriously -- a new case that rests on the old case.

      

      
        The one Vance debate moment that thrilled Republicans
        Sabrina Rodriguez

        Many Republicans thought Donald Trump's running mate won Tuesday night's debate with Tim Walz. But at a watch party in a crucial county in Wisconsin, one moment in particular had the room buzzing.

      

      
        JD Vance is Trump 2.0
        Philip Bump

        The senator from Ohio carries all of Trump's politics and far less of his baggage.
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Who does Trump plan to deport? Who Trump wants to deport.
The former president has pledged to deport immigrants living in the country illegally. New comments make clear that his ambitions are broader than that.
By Philip Bump | 2024-10-03

CASA de Maryland, an immigration advocacy and assistance organization, holds a rally in Lafayette Square across from the White House in Washington on Jan. 8, 2018. (Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP)


A 7.0-magnitude earthquake struck Haiti in January 2010, most likely killing hundreds of thousands of residents and leaving hundreds of thousands more homeless. Recovery was slow, hindered in part by political unrest. In 2016, the island was battered by Hurricane Matthew, leaving hundreds more Haitians dead. Unrest escalated; the country's president was assassinated in 2021. A month later, a 7.2-magnitude earthquake struck, killing more than 1,000 people. Violence driven by criminal gangs became rampant, including against the government.
Given all of the recent turmoil, the U.S. government has more than once extended "temporary protected status" (TPS) to immigrants from Haiti. One was offered in January 2010 during the Obama administration, in response to the earthquake. Another went into effect in August 2021, during the Biden administration, in response to the second earthquake.
In between, Donald Trump served as president for four years. During his first year in office, he allowed the TPS protection for immigrants from Haiti to expire, meaning that nearly 60,000 immigrants from that country would have a limited period of time during which to leave the United States. During a private conversation with legislators early in 2018, he made obvious why he might not have been compelled to extend the protection: he disparaged Haiti in vulgar terms, expressing his wish that immigrants instead came from (stable, prosperous) countries such as (predominantly White) Norway.
This was certainly revealing. Trump's career in national politics was built on the presentation of some immigrants -- those entering the United States from Mexico -- as dangerous or undesirable. Other immigrants, including those admitted to take jobs at Trump Organization properties, were given a pass. Trump, like many on the right, insisted that they supported proper, legal immigration, but as with the immigrants from Haiti, demonstrated that the priority was often instead on policing which immigrants they felt deserved to remain. The Trump Justice Department launched an effort to figure out which immigrants who'd earned citizenship might see that benefit revoked.
All of this is important context for the central plank of Trump's 2024 bid for the presidency, his pledge that he would direct the government to deport millions of immigrants from the United States. The details of this proposal are often vague, as was the case when his running mate Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) was asked about the idea during this week's vice-presidential debate. Vance insisted that the administration would prioritize immigrants with criminal records, but didn't say much more than that.
He did, however, contest the idea that immigrants from Haiti who live in his state, immigrants who were given permission to enter the United States during the most-recent TPS designation, should not necessarily be considered "legal" -- and therefore exempt from being asked to leave. He's said this before, so it was not exactly surprising.
In an interview with NewsNation on Wednesday, Trump was asked about these immigrants who now live in the Ohio town of Springfield.
"What's happening there is horrible," Trump said. "You have a beautiful community, 52,000 people and about 30,000 people were put into that community rapidly." (For what it's worth, the population was about 59,000 in 2023, with the number of immigrants from Haiti probably numbering 10,000 to 12,000.)
"Everything was nice. It was like a picture community," Trump said. "And all of a sudden, in a short period of time, they have 32,000 more people in there. It doesn't work. It can't work."
The reporter asked whether he'd revoke TPS for those immigrants.
"Absolutely," he replied. "I'd revoke it and I'd bring them back to their country."
The ostensible issue here is that Springfield has a large population of newly arrived immigrants that are putting strain on the town and its government. (It is common for immigrants to join existing immigrant communities given the accompanying support structures they offer.) But Trump's solution isn't to bolster Springfield's resources or even to find ways to better accommodate the new arrivals elsewhere. There are lots of places -- particularly rural, Republican-voting ones -- where an influx of working-age residents would be an unalloyed boon. But Trump's solution, instead, is to send them back to a country upended by instability and natural disaster. It is punitive.
Trump's answer gives the lie to his and his running mate's insistences that they are targeting immigrants in the country illegally, much less that their focus is on those who've committed crimes. Earlier this week, Vance and other Trump allies spread false claims about an influx of criminals under the Biden administration, an effort to fearmonger about immigrants to the United States that also revealed the extent to which criminality could be used as a pretext for deportation. Is an immigrant who has served a sentence related to gambling or obscenity someone who we urgently need to expel from the country? Particularly if, as was presented as a scenario to Vance at the debate, they have children who are U.S. citizens? (Vance declined to say whether that would be a factor in deciding how to go about removing people from the country.)
It is by now well-established that the process of identifying, detaining and removing millions of people from the country would be enormously challenging and destabilizing, both economically and to individual communities. What Trump's and Vance's claims have reinforced is that it would also be arbitrary, with legal immigrants viewed as undesirable to the president and his supporters slated for ouster while other groups remain in relative protection.
The issue has never really been about protecting the country or American citizens. If it had been, Trump wouldn't make false claims about the scale and danger of immigrants to the United States. The issue, instead, is that it is politically useful to Trump to make those false claims and that Trump appears to have a personal aversion to immigrants from the Caribbean, Africa and Latin America.
Those are the immigrants who are obviously most at risk, regardless of how assiduously they followed the rules on their journey to the United States.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/10/03/who-does-trump-plan-deport-who-trump-wants-deport/
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How The Washington Post creates its presidential polling average
The largest difference between our averages and others is that we only include the highest quality state and national polls. 
By Lenny Bronner | 2024-10-03

(The Washington Post)


If you want to know who is ahead in the presidential election, there are plenty of places to look these days.
Many media organizations have their own versions of presidential polling averages; unlike us, some even produce election forecasts, which take into account the state of the polls plus other relevant variables (like economic data) and then project who will be the likely victor.
At The Washington Post, we have our own polling average. It currently shows Vice President Kamala Harris with a two percentage point lead in the national popular vote. It also shows her ahead in Pennsylvania, Michigan and Wisconsin -- which, if the election happened today and the polls were spot on, would give her the barest electoral college majority. In our polling average, Donald Trump currently leads in Arizona and Georgia, while North Carolina and Nevada are virtually tied.




We understand there is a lot of data out there and it can be hard to differentiate between the different models and their methodologies. So we thought it might be useful to highlight and explain our approach.
The largest difference between our averages and others is that we only include the highest quality state and national polls. As we describe in our methodology: "We only include polls that are transparent about how they are conducted ... and use methods that have demonstrated accuracy." We also don't include any partisan polls or polls that are released by candidates or campaigns.
Our polling team has evaluated different survey methods, and we only include those pollsters that apply the best ones. Things we consider include sampling size and respondent contacting methods, such as whether someone is only reached via the internet or a landline instead of via a cellphone. No matter how voters are contacted, the sample that pollsters end up with can still overrepresent certain segments of the electorate. We look at how pollsters adjust to account for the mismatch between their polling sample and the voting population and correct for the difference.
While it doesn't seem obvious, there are actually pros and cons to this approach. In 2020, the highest quality polls actually did slightly worse at predicting the election outcome than lower quality surveys. But on average (and over multiple elections), higher quality polls are generally more reliable and accurate.
Another distinguishing feature of our model is that it's cautious. By that we mean that our model is built to be slower to change with the arrival of new polls.
There are two reasons for that.
First, our model is designed not to overreact to tiny changes in the polls that may not be explained by actual shifts in the race. Smaller polling movements could be explained, for instance, by partisan nonresponse, which means one candidate's supporters are less likely to respond to the pollster. Second, because we only include the highest quality polls, we end up including fewer polls than some other models. Thus, our average might take a bit longer to reflect changes. This provides assurance that the changes that are reflected in our model reflect real shifts in public opinion.
If you follow our model closely, you might have noticed that in the week after the Sept. 10 debate between Harris and Trump, a few polls came out showing Harris with increased support.
But our model barely changed. That was partially because the polls were taken by pollsters that already showed better than average results for Harris in this election cycle relative to other pollsters (this observation does not imply that the pollster is biased, as such a trend can arise from different models of the electorate that are reasonable) so our model discounts gains by Harris reported by those polls a bit. But it's also because while Harris improved post-debate in those polls, the changes were in the realm of what our model would expect to see by random chance even if there had been no change in support at all.
And a few days later, we got additional high-quality polls that showed minor to no improvement for Harris after the debate, showing why our slow-and-steady approach is more useful.
That's not to say our model doesn't adapt at all. You can see how much our polling average shifted after Harris took over the Democratic ticket -- she improved on Biden's position by more than four percentage points.




It's just that we built our model to require significant evidence before accepting that changes in polls are real. In the case of the debate, we found that our model would have needed to see another two or three Harris-favoring polls before it would have inferred that there was a real post-debate bump in her support.
Another feature of our model worth highlighting is that estimates in each state adjust to new polling, even when that data is from national or out-of-state races.
This is important because there are many more national polls than state-level polls, and even less that we end up using because we are so picky about which polls we include. This means that in some states, we can go for long periods of time without any state-specific polls. Our national polls (and the polls from other similar states) help fill out the picture of what might be happening in key swing states that may be demographically similar.
A quick way to think about this is Nevada, where lately there have been fewer high-quality polls. But instead of flying blind in Nevada, our model relies on changes in the national environment (estimated by national polls) as well as polls from demographically similar states like Arizona, to give us an estimate for what might be happening in the Silver State. And since our national polls have been nearly constant for a few weeks, so has our average in Nevada.
This feature was especially beneficial right after Biden dropped out. For a few weeks, we were only getting high-quality national polls and no new state ones. But our approach allowed us to infer what was likely to be happening in the swing states, which is much more important for understanding who is likely to win the presidential election.
Finally, an important thing to keep in mind about our polling average is that it's not a forecast. Instead, it's our best estimate of the current state of public opinion. The difference might seem minimal, but we believe it's the better way of understanding elections.
Polls are a snapshot in time, but many things can happen between today and Election Day that a poll cannot account for. Other methods try to model the range of possible changes, but there are a lot of assumptions necessary to turn a polling average into a predictive forecast. These assumptions are often opaque and unverifiable. So we've decided to stay away from that, and instead display our best estimate for the current state of the presidential election.
In sum, we believe our approach is the best way of understanding the current state of the race. We include the highest quality and most trustworthy polls; we've designed our model to update carefully and deliberately; and we've made sure that we can always show the best and most up-to-date data across different states and the national environment.
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Election 2024 live updates: Liz Cheney to campaign with Harris in Wisconsin; Trump returning to Michigan
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Justine McDaniel, Maegan Vazquez, Patrick Svitek, Philip Bump, Glenn Kessler, Alexandra Pannoni, Paul Kane, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Theodoric Meyer, David Maraniss, David Nakamura, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Rachel Siegel, Spencer Hsu, Josh Dawsey, Tom Jackman, Amy Gardner, Marianna Sotomayor, Aaron Blake, Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Toluse Olorunnipa | 2024-10-03
Vice President Kamala Harris, aiming to demonstrate cross-party appeal, plans to campaign Thursday with former Republican congresswoman Liz Cheney in Ripon, Wis., which is known as the birthplace of the Republican Party. Former president Donald Trump is returning to the battleground state of Michigan, where he has a rally planned in Saginaw. Trump carried Saginaw County in 2016, but Democrat Joe Biden prevailed there in 2020.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/2024/10/03/2024-election-campaign-updates-harris-trump/
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Liz Cheney to campaign with Kamala Harris in Wisconsin
The two are set to appear in Ripon, Wis., a small city in northeastern Wisconsin that is known as the birthplace of the Republican Party. 
By Patrick Svitek | 2024-10-03

Former congresswoman Liz Cheney and her father, former vice president Dick Cheney, have endorsed Kamala Harris ahead of November's election. (Jabin Botsford/AP)


Vice President Kamala Harris is set to campaign Thursday in Wisconsin with Republican former congresswoman Liz Cheney as Harris looks to emphasize her cross-party support in the final weeks before the November election.
Cheney, who endorsed Harris last month, will appear with the vice president in Ripon, Wis., which is known as the birthplace of the Republican Party, according to a senior campaign official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive planning of an unannounced event.
The Harris campaign has been quietly courting well-known GOP backers such as Cheney, looking to attract Republicans disillusioned with former president Donald Trump, especially after his efforts to reverse his 2020 reelection loss. The issue surged to the forefront again Tuesday after Trump's running mate, Sen. JD Vance, refused to admit during a debate that Trump lost the last election.

Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) refused to say at the Oct. 1 vice-presidential debate that former president Donald Trump lost the 2020 election.


Several Republicans spoke at the Democratic National Convention in August, including former Illinois congressman Adam Kinzinger and former Georgia lieutenant governor Geoff Duncan.
Harris gained a new supporter with GOP ties Wednesday night, when former Trump White House aide Cassidy Hutchinson announced in a TV interview that she would be voting for the vice president. Hutchinson was a star witness for the House committee that probed the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol.
Hutchinson, in the MSNBC interview, said she understands fellow Republicans may be reluctant to break with their party, especially given concerns over inflation, but that Trump and Vance "cannot be trusted with the Constitution."
The planned appearance with Cheney will mark Harris's latest trip to Wisconsin, a battleground state, but the location will carry added significance. Ripon, which is between Madison and Green Bay, is home to a one-room schoolhouse that has been designated a National Historic Landmark for hosting the first meetings that launched the Republican Party in 1854.
Harris is expected to use the joint appearance to address the symbolism of the location, to appeal to independents and Republicans and praise Cheney for her political courage.
The event is coinciding with the launch of Wisconsin Republicans for Harris-Walz, which released an open letter Thursday morning backing Harris "to ensure our democracy and our economy remain strong." The letter has two dozen signees, including three former state legislators.
A Trump-backed challenger ended Cheney's reelection bid in Wyoming's 2022 Republican primary after she became a vocal critic of Trump's actions in the lead-up to Jan. 6. A former member of House GOP leadership, she voted to impeach Trump over his role in the attack and served as vice chair of the House select committee that investigated it.
Cheney announced she would be voting for Harris during an early September trip to North Carolina, another battleground state.
"As a conservative, as someone who believes in and cares about the Constitution, I have thought deeply about this, and because of the danger that Donald Trump poses, not only am I not voting for Donald Trump, but I will be voting for Kamala Harris," Cheney said during an appearance at Duke University.
Days later, Cheney's father -- former vice president Dick Cheney -- announced he was supporting Harris, too.
Trump and his campaign have scoffed at the Cheney family's backing of Harris. After Dick Cheney endorsed Harris, Trump said he was an "irrelevant RINO" -- Republican In Name Only -- "along with his daughter."
Speaking at the Texas Tribune Festival shortly after backing Harris, Liz Cheney promised to spend the final stretch of the election "doing everything I can" to make voters understand the threat that Trump poses to the country if elected again.
"Officially I'm not technically out there as a surrogate, but [I am] absolutely going to be in many key battleground states, very much focused on how important it is that we defeat him in this cycle," Cheney told the crowd in Austin.
Harris has promised to appoint a Republican to her Cabinet, raising speculation that a high-profile GOP backer such as Cheney could receive a post. Asked in Austin about possibly serving in a Harris administration, Cheney said she was "not focused on that."
Harris running mate Tim Walz touted the Cheney family's support during the vice-presidential debate Tuesday.
"I'm as surprised as anybody of this coalition that Kamala Harris has built," said Walz, the Minnesota governor. "From Bernie Sanders to Dick Cheney to Taylor Swift and a whole bunch of folks in between there."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/10/03/harris-liz-cheney-wisconsin-campaign-ripon-republican/
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No amount of evidence will convince Republicans of Trump's 2020 guilt
Republican support for Donald Trump's efforts to overturn the 2020 election has always been despite the evidence, not because of it.
By Philip Bump | 2024-10-03

A Trump supporter stands on a makeshift gallows outside the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


In support of his effort to prosecute Donald Trump for his attempt to subvert the 2020 election results, special counsel Jack Smith compiled a 165-page report detailing Trump's actions, from casting doubt on the security of the election well before it occurred to fomenting the riot that unfolded at the Capitol.
The document, a redacted version of which was made public on Wednesday, was the third exhaustive public delineation of Trump's actions. It was preceded by the findings of the House select committee that investigated the Capitol riot. And, even earlier, it was preceded by Trump's public actions -- his comments about fraud and exhortations for officials to subvert the results and his calls for people to come to Washington on Jan. 6, 2021.
Put another way, while there were new details in the Smith compilation, there was no new theory of the case. And given that seeing Trump's efforts unfold and hearing the House select committee's presentation didn't convince Republicans of Trump's culpability, it seems that nothing will.
Consider the results of a poll conducted by Ipsos for Reuters earlier this year.
In that survey, Americans were asked whether various statements were believable, including some that were simple statements of fact. Respondents were asked, for example, whether "Trump called Georgia state officials in an attempt to get them to change the 2020 election outcome in Georgia in an effort to stay president." This is not a question of opinion; it happened. We know it happened because The Washington Post reported that it happened. And not only did The Post report that it happened, we obtained audio of the call in which Trump does exactly what's articulated.
About 6 in 10 Americans said that the statement presented in the poll was believable. Only 3 in 10 Republicans did -- even though it happened.
There were other statements related to Trump's effort to overturn the election, too. Republicans were consistently unlikely to describe those statements as believable -- including one about Trump inciting the mob on Jan. 6, 2021.




Why don't Republicans think the statement about Georgia -- referring to a conversation in which Trump said that he wanted officials to "find 11,780 votes, which is one more than we have" -- is believable? Perhaps in part because right-wing media hasn't spent a lot of time talking about Trump's actions. That includes limited coverage of the House select committee, and it includes less coverage of things like the Georgia call.
Trump's request to the officials has often been summarized as his asking them to "find 11,000 votes." Since January 2021, when The Post first reported on the call, there have been 475 15-second segments on the three most popular cable news channels in which those words appear. Only 44 of them were on Fox News.




When Fox News has covered the Georgia call, as it did more frequently in August 2023 at the time that Trump was indicted in the state, it has often done so in a way that's overtly sympathetic to Trump's position.
"The issue is not whether he wanted to overthrow it, but did he believe that he won," Fox News's Jeanine Pirro said at the time of the indictment. "If he believed that he won, pursuing all of these avenues are okay for him because in themselves they are not illegal."
"If you say, 'Look, I need to find 11,000 votes,'" she continued, "that's very different from saying, 'I need you to find 11,000 votes somewhere.'"
On such split hairs are defenses built. The idea that Trump was justified in trying to subvert the results is a crucial component of Republican defenses of his actions -- despite the lack of evidence that this belief was warranted and despite the evidence that Trump didn't believe it at all.
Since the 2020 election, CNN has repeatedly polled Americans to evaluate their confidence in the results of the election. In January 2021, soon after the riot, about 3 in 10 Americans said they didn't think the results were legitimate, with about a quarter indicating that they thought there was solid evidence they weren't. In August 2023, about 4 in 10 said they thought the election wasn't legitimate, with slightly fewer saying their belief was rooted in solid evidence.
Among Republicans, though, 7 in 10 have consistently said they thought the election wasn't legitimate. The only change has been that, in January 2021, more than half said there was solid evidence to that effect. Now, far more are likely to say that this is only their suspicion.




Republicans believe (or want to say they believe) that the election was illegitimate, so they do. The lack of evidence doesn't serve to dissuade that argument.
Trump's supporters and members of his party have excused his actions from the outset. In January 2021, Monmouth University asked Americans whether they approved of the House impeaching Trump for his post-2020 efforts. Most Americans said they did -- but only 3 in 10 Republicans agreed. In polling conducted by Pew Research Center earlier this year -- after more than four years of additional evidence coming to light, about half of Republicans said Trump did nothing wrong in his efforts to subvert the last election.




This pattern is very much in keeping with polling over Trump's presidency. Views of Trump's actions didn't change over the course of the Russia investigation or over the course of his first impeachment, with Republicans generally unmoved by the aggregation of evidence against him. The 2020 response was no different. The argument from Trump critics that his actions subverted democracy simply haven't gotten traction from members of his party willing to excuse them.




The document compiled by Smith is historic, a thorough delineation of an effort by a political leader to undermine the results of a presidential contest. It is an outline of how his prosecution would unfold at a criminal trial.
But such a trial may never occur. Trump is a coin toss from being reelected president, at which point he would almost certainly ensure that the Smith prosecution is dismantled. His attempt to retain the White House despite losing in 2020 didn't work, but it also hasn't prevented his supporters from being willing to return him to the White House after 2024.
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Democrats try to find political salvation in the Southwest
Four states in the region have turned into a Democratic stronghold
By Paul Kane | 2024-10-03

A rally Sunday in Las Vegas for Vice President Kamala Harris (D), whose party holds all Senate seats in Nevada, Arizona, Colorado and New Mexico. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


Once the leading edge of Western conservatism, four states in the Southwest have shifted over the last two decades to become a Democratic firewall, giving the party a fighter's chance of keeping the Senate majority and bolstering their presidential prospects.
Ahead of the 2004 elections, six of the eight senators from this region -- encompassing Arizona, Colorado, Nevada and New Mexico -- were Republicans. All four states went on to support George W. Bush's reelection. Today, Democrats hold all eight Senate seats from those four states, each of which supported Joe Biden over Donald Trump in the 2020 elections, the first time a Democrat won all four since 1936.
Democrats are favored to win Senate races in Arizona, Nevada and New Mexico next month, which would help narrow the amount of defense they must play as they try to cling to a 51-49 majority in the chamber. Party operatives are hopeful that these potentially large victories will provide some reverse coattails to boost Vice President Kamala Harris to another sweep of the region's electoral votes.
The Southwest's transformation has been incredibly important to helping Democrats offset their losses in heavily rural states. In 2004, for example, Montana, North Dakota and South Dakota sent five Democrats and one Republican to the Senate, a ratio that is exactly reversed in 2024.
Sen. Jon Tester (Mont.), that region's last Democrat, is fighting for his political life this fall in a race that could be the pivot point to determining the majority. That Democrats have any chance at retaining the majority is possible because of their success in the Southwest.
"It's probably the single-most successful regional or geographic strategy for the Democratic Party in a generation," said Simon Rosenberg, a leading party operative of the last 30 years.
Republicans have not given up on this corner of America. Trump is fiercely competing in Arizona and Nevada, four years after narrow defeats in those states. And Nevada Republicans eked out victory two years ago in the governor's race while narrowly losing the Senate race.
Sen. Steve Daines (Mont.), chair of the National Republican Senatorial Committee, told Axios earlier this year that Arizona is "one of our top pickup opportunities."
This region's political metamorphosis is the result of strategic appeals by Democrats to win over the increasingly critical bloc of Hispanic voters. And in recent years local GOP activists, preferring candidates who are Trump loyalists like Lake, have driven more electable candidates to the political sidelines.
"I think that, for Arizona and Nevada particularly, candidate quality has mattered here. The 2022 example is obvious in Arizona, and it's shaping up to be the same thing this time around," said Jessica Taylor, the Senate editor for the Cook Political Report With Amy Walter.
In their unsuccessful 2022 races, Lake and Blake Masters, the Senate nominee, antagonized many longtime Arizona Republicans who still embrace a traditional Western conservatism epitomized by the state's legendary senators, Barry Goldwater and John S. McCain.
Indeed, for more than a century, the West proved fertile ground for Republicans supporting free trade and a strong national defense. The party's presidential nominees included many whose careers blossomed out West: Herbert Hoover (1928), Richard M. Nixon (1960, 1968, 1972) and Ronald Reagan (1980, 1984) from California; Goldwater (1964) and McCain (2008) from Arizona.
By contrast, Harris is the first Democratic presidential nominee whose career started west of the Rocky Mountains.
The recent Democratic shift seemed unthinkable in the early 2000s, when Bush, who served as governor in nearby Texas and spoke pretty good Spanish, found big support there.
Not only did Republicans hold six of the eight Senate seats in 2004, the GOP held 15 of the 21 House seats from Arizona, Colorado, Nevada and New Mexico.
But Democrats, in a slow and steady campaign, began to chip away at the GOP's dominance, first winning the governor's race in New Mexico in 2002 and flipping a Senate seat in Colorado in 2004.
Those candidates, Bill Richardson (D-N.M.) and Ken Salazar (D-Colo.), became the first wave of the long-game effort to appeal to younger and more diverse voters who were starting to dominate these states. Rosenberg found acolytes in a couple of young Democratic activists named Jared Polis and Ruben Gallego.
Polis is now in his second term as Colorado's governor and Rep. Gallego (Ariz.), after 10 years in the House, is running for Senate and has led Lake in every public poll, some by double-digit margins.
After Bush won Nevada again in 2004, Senate Minority Leader Harry M. Reid (D-Nev.) began a long overhaul of the state's Democratic operations, placing his loyal lieutenants in charge and recruiting more women and Latino activists to enter politics.
Nevada has voted for the Democratic nominee in four straight presidential campaigns. Democrats have won three straight Senate races, including the 2022 reelection of Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.), first recruited by Reid to run for state attorney general in 2006. Sen. Jacky Rosen (D-Nev.), recruited by Reid to run for Congress in 2016, is favored to win a second six-year term in November.
Over the last 10 years Democrats have won 12 of the last 14 Senate races in these four states -- which now have 14 Democrats and 10 Republicans in the House. A couple of potential gains next month in Arizona could vault Democrats back into the House majority.
New Mexico, Arizona and Nevada rank among the top five states with regard to percentage of Hispanic population, but Republicans have fared better with that voting bloc in recent elections. According to a Pew Research Center study, in the 2022 midterms, 60 percent of Hispanic voters chose a Democrat for Congress, down from 72 percent in 2018, while GOP support grew from 25 percent to 39 percent.
Some public polling suggests Trump and Republicans could reduce that margin again this year, explaining why public polling shows Trump and Harris essentially tied in Arizona and Nevada.
But Rosenberg predicted that, with the overall size of the Hispanic vote continuing to grow, it will yield more raw votes for Harris.
One Pew study found that there are 4 million more eligible Hispanic voters than just four years ago. In 2000, when Hispanics delivered 62 percent of their vote for Al Gore, they made up just 7.4 percent of eligible voters, according to Pew. This year they will make up close to 15 percent of eligible voters.
Harris can afford a slight drop from the 65 percent support Biden received from Hispanics, because there are more votes to be had.
"A slightly smaller piece of a bigger pie is still a bigger pie," Rosenberg said.
Republicans remain hopeful of breaking through again in a region that was once such a key building block of their national coalition. But to do so, they will likely need better candidates.
Taylor, the Senate race expert, noted how Nevada Republicans seemed to find the right candidate two years ago in Adam Laxalt, a former state attorney general who is son of the late Sen. Pete Domenici (R-N.M.) and grandson of the late Sen. Paul Laxalt (R-Nev.).
Yet Laxalt ran a campaign focused more on conservative cultural issues, while Gov. Joe Lombardo (R) leaned more into economic issues that appealed to swing voters.
"We saw his narrow loss versus the win for Lombardo," Taylor said.
The last Republican to win a Senate race in the Southwest was McCain, in 2016. Early last month his son, Jimmy McCain, endorsed Harris and his daughter, Meghan McCain, has carried out a public feud with Lake.
"We don't have a majority in the United States without the bluing of the Southwest," Rosenberg said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/10/03/democrats-try-find-political-salvation-southwest/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



With races tight, some House Republicans tout 'pro-choice' credentials 
The shift in tone reflects the Democrats' success in campaigning on the issue and hints at Republican anxiety about how voters are responding.
By Mariana Alfaro | 2024-10-03

Rep. Juan Ciscomani (R-Ariz.) appears with Rep. Gabe Vasquez (D-N.M.), rear, at a news conference at the Capitol on June 15, 2023. Ciscomani is stressing in multiple ads that he supports abortions rights. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


A small group of House Republicans will spend the run-up to Election Day stressing an unexpected message: support for abortion rights.
With control of the House on the line, Republican lawmakers running in districts that Joe Biden won in the 2020 presidential race have moderated their message on abortion -- including, in some cases, using the term "pro-choice."
Not all of the Republicans using the phrase support the legal protections for abortion that Democrats have championed. But their tone is a significant shift that reflects the Democrats' success in campaigning on the issue since 2022, when the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, and hints at Republican anxiety about how voters are responding. In the vice-presidential debate on Tuesday, JD Vance (R-Ohio) conceded that the Republican Party has to do a better job in "earning the American people's trust back" on abortion.
That effort is already underway. In a campaign ad released last month, GOP House candidate Matt Gunderson, a business executive running against Rep. Mike Levin (D) in a Southern California swing district, looks directly into the camera and calls himself "pro-choice," a descriptor that has long been considered synonymous with abortion protections that the Republican Party has opposed. "I believe abortion should be safe, legal and rare," he says in the ad.
Rep. Juan Ciscomani (R-Ariz.), who has voted against national abortion restrictions in the past, is stressing in multiple ads that he "always supported exceptions for rape, incest and, of course, protecting the life of the mother."
"I want you to hear directly from me: I trust women. I cherish new life, and I reject the extremes on abortion," he says in another ad.
And Rep. John Duarte (R-Calif.), who has favorable ratings from antiabortion groups thanks to his voting record, nevertheless recently told The Washington Post that he has always backed abortion rights. "I told [voters] in the primary last time, I told it to them in the general last time," he said. "I've been on record, and I'm pro-choice."

Rep. John Duarte (R-Calif.) insists he backs abortion rights, though his voting record has earned him favorable ratings from antiabortion groups. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


A shift in strategy
The apparent shift in tone on reproductive issues is striking because in recent year the Republican Party has focused, more often than not, on its success limiting access to abortion.
Just two years ago, restricting reproductive rights was a top House GOP legislative priority. Before the Dobbs decision overturned Roe v Wade, House Republicans had long called for national restrictions on abortion, and the party's platform during the 2016 election endorsed legislation that would enact a federal ban on abortion after 20 weeks of pregnancy.
In January 2023, during one of the first votes of the 118th Congress, every House Republican voted for a bill requiring that a fetus be provided medical care if born alive after an attempted abortion, which is already law. Later that year, most vulnerable Republicans voted to amend bills funding the government to add provisions that would prohibit servicewomen from crossing state lines to receive an abortion. Many moderate GOP aides and strategists decried that vote as ammunition for attack ads by opponents. 
Former president Donald Trump has repeatedly noted on the campaign trail that Roe was overturned thanks to the three justices he appointed to the Supreme Court. But the message has not been particularly popular with voters. A Washington Post-ABC News poll in August found that 62 percent of Americans oppose the overturning of that five-decade-old decision, while 35 percent support it.
Trump has struggled with how to describe his position on abortion as he has tried to woo independents without alienating social conservatives in his base. In August, he declared an amendment to add abortion protections to the constitution in his home state of Florida to be "radical" -- but 24 hours later suggested he would probably vote for it.
In the 2022 midterms, the Democrats campaigned on a promise to defend reproductive rights, helping thwart an anticipated "red wave," even though Republicans ultimately flipped the House majority. Democrats have doubled down on that strategy this year.
In response, Republican strategists have spent the past year urging candidates, particularly those in swing districts, to highlight efforts to protect some reproductive rights, demonstrate more sensitivity when talking about abortion, and to use phrases such as "limitations" and "late-term" abortions as opposed to "bans."
In January, the chairman of the National Republican Congressional Committee, the House Republicans' campaign arm, told reporters that GOP candidates were being encouraged to state their positions on abortion and contrast them with their opponents to counteract Democrats' messaging dominance on the issue.
"Our position on abortion is actually closer to the American people than the Democrat position," said Rep. Richard Hudson (N.C.), the NRCC chairman. "But the people don't know that because we didn't talk about it and the Democrats spent hundreds of millions of dollars telling their side of the story."
Democrats argue that polls show that a majority of voters prefer a federal law restoring a nationwide right to abortion, rather than letting states decide whether the procedure is legal.
Last month, Rep. Suzan DelBene (Wash.), chairwoman of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, the House Democrats' campaign arm, said House Republicans have tried to "cover up their antiabortion records with fibs and falsehoods" because they are "now realizing that they are on the wrong side."

Rep. Richard Hudson (N.C.), chair of National Republican Congressional Committee, at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on July 18. He is trying to counter Democrats' messaging on abortion. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


A more moderate message
The shift in tone is perhaps most clear in Gunderson's ad. In it, he tells voters in his swing district that he considers himself pro-choice, adding that the viewer "might disagree, but that's okay."
"But I bet there's more that unites us," Gunderson says in the ad, before pivoting and saying he wants to, among other things, secure the border and lower gas prices.
In an interview with The Post, he said he doesn't believe Congress should legalize abortion access nationally, arguing that the issue should be kept to the states, like the Supreme Court decided.
"The reality is that this decision has been made in California, and my position, you know, on it is consistent with California law," he said, referring to the 2022 codification of the right to abortion in the state's constitution.  
Levin, Gunderson's challenger, argued that voters won't forget that his opponent criticized California's efforts to protect abortion rights when the issue was on the ballot in 2022.
"For him now to claim to be 'pro-choice' ... Well, how does he square that with calling Proposition 1 'disgusting' just two years ago?" Levin told The Post.
Gunderson, however, said he opposed Proposition 1 because it "opened up a Pandora's box to late-term abortion, and I think that takes the issue out of the mainstream."

Matt Gunderson is running for Congress in Southern California. (Matt Gunderson for Congress)


As The Post reported in 2022, the antiabortion movement interpreted the proposition's text to mean that no limits -- including on late-term abortions -- can be enforced if the measure passed. But proponents argued that the constitutional protection preserves lawmakers' and state courts' rights to regulate abortion -- allowing them, if needed, to tackle antiabortion policies that opponents could bring up.
Vulnerable Republicans representing blue-leaning districts in New York also are making their positions known for the first time. Looking straight into the camera, Rep. Marcus J. Molinaro says he believes "health decisions should be made between a woman and her doctor. Not Washington." Rep. Michael Lawler tells constituents he is "fighting so hard to protect access to IVF treatments" after he and his wife, Donna, who is sitting next to him in the ad, had difficulty getting pregnant.
Pennsylvania state representative Rob Mercuri, who is running against freshman U.S. Rep. Chris Deluzio (D), lists a number of policies he supports that he said unite swing-district voters, including opposition to "criminalizing abortion because demonizing women over health-care choices isn't right."
Some feel compelled to clarify their record because Democratic candidates and Democratic Party campaign arms have devoted so much ad time on abortion access in the first presidential election post-Dobbs.
Ciscomani, who is running for reelection in a southern Arizona swing district, devoted a campaign ad countering former state senator Kirsten Engel's ads on his abortion position by pointing out the numerous times he has discussed the issue over the past year.
A day before House lawmakers left Washington for a month of campaigning, Ciscomani told The Post that there has been "so much misinformation about where I stand on the issue that ... it's important for voters to hear it directly from me."
Marianna Sotomayor contributed to this report.
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Trump's outrageously false claim of 13,000 migrant murderers 'on the loose'
Convicted killers not held in ICE's limited facilities are serving their time in state or federal prisons. 
By Glenn Kessler | 2024-10-03

Former president Donald Trump in Prairie du Chien, Wis., on Saturday. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


"I'm outraged that over 13,000, the exact number's 13,099, convicted illegal, alien murderers are now on the loose. They allowed to come in, over 13,000 murderers, many of them murdering many more than one person. They're murderers and they're out there someplace. ... They're looking all over every city, every state they're looking. We got 13,000 people that are worse than any criminal that we've been looking for a long time."
-- Former president Donald Trump, in a campaign rally in Waunakee, Wis., Oct. 1
"Listen to these numbers though. These are the official numbers. These are certified numbers. ... In total during her term, it's not even believable, she [Kamala Harris] let in 13,099 convicted murderers. Some of them had murdered 10 people, some murdered seven, one murdered six. I'm looking at these. These are stone-cold killers, and they let in people that are worse than any criminal we have."
-- Trump, in a campaign rally in Erie, Pa., Sept. 29
Trump has a shining new talking point -- an outrageously false claim that was ginned up by right-wing media and then embraced by the GOP nominee as an "official" fact.
Trump then embellishes the "fact" with additional falsehoods. Notice how he said he'd seen a list and some on it had murdered 10 people? There is no such list detailing the killings committed by the 13,099 people. That's just a figment of his imagination.
Here's the truth: Most of these killers are in detention, not prowling the streets, and have been since before Trump was president. It's false to claim they entered during the Biden-Harris administration.
On Sept. 25, acting Immigration and Customs Enforcement director P.J. Lechleitner responded to a request from Rep. Tony Gonzales (R-Tex.), made in March, for data on the number of noncitizens with criminal convictions on ICE's non-detained docket. As of July 21, he wrote, there were 662,566 people with criminal histories (convicted or pending) not detained by ICE. In a breakdown by crime, he noted 13,099 people convicted of homicide were not detained by ICE.
Two days later, Gonzales tweeted the letter, highlighting the number of killers. "Americans deserve to be SAFE in our own communities," he wrote. His tweet was immediately interpreted by right-wing media and the Trump campaign as saying these killers entered the country during the Biden administration and were on the loose and roaming the country.
But the letter did not say that these criminals were not in custody. The non-detained docket refers only to individuals not detained by ICE. In fact, in the same letter, Lechleitner told Gonzales that ICE's detention capacity was 41,500 beds, showing there was not enough space to house these criminals. As of July 21, 277 beds were occupied by convicted killers. The Supreme Court ruled in 2001 that ICE could not detain people indefinitely.
So, with so little space available in ICE detention centers, many criminals convicted of serious crimes are shipped to another facility to serve out their terms. Some noncitizens on the non-detained docket may participate in the agency's Alternatives to Detention programs, which generally track people with GPS monitoring devices or the SmartLINK phone app, but murderers would not qualify. A 2021 Biden administration memo made detention a priority for noncitizens who pose "a current threat to public safety."
Moreover, these "noncitizens" include people who entered the country legally with a long-term nonimmigrant visa or earned permanent U.S. residency but were convicted of a crime. There's no breakdown about how many on the non-detained docket entered the country illegally, but one cannot assume, as Trump does, that these are all undocumented immigrants.
The letter also did not say when the people on the list entered the country.
"The data in this letter is being misinterpreted," the Department of Homeland Security said in a statement released Sept. 29. "The data goes back decades; it includes individuals who entered the country over the past 40 years or more, the vast majority of whose custody determination was made long before this administration. It also includes many who are under the jurisdiction or currently incarcerated by federal, state or local law enforcement partners."
Finally, some noncitizens may have served their time but cannot be deported because the United States lacks repatriation agreements with the country of origin, such as China or Cuba.
One complicating factor is that ICE does not release these numbers on a regular basis or by presidential term, making comparisons by presidential term difficult. As far as we can tell, ICE has never released such specific details about the types of crimes committed, so it's impossible to say how many murderers were on the non-detained docket during Trump's term. But we can look at the overall numbers -- which show the criminal element barely increased even as the number of migrants crossing the border soared under President Joe Biden.
Lechleitner wrote that of those who are not being held by ICE as of July 21 -- 31/2 years after Biden became president -- 425,431 are convicted criminals. About one-third were convicted of violent or sex crimes; other categories include traffic offenses, drugs, fraud, immigration, taxes, and other nonviolent offenses. (An additional 222,141 people have pending charges.)
Here's the available comparison figures for convicted criminals on the non-detained docket we could find:
In effect, from 2016 to 2021 (almost five years, including all of Trump's term), the figure grew by 10 percent. And then in just over three years of Biden's term, the figure grew less than 5 percent. So it appears the number is growing slightly more slowly under Biden than Trump, even with a jump in 2023 and 2024.
Meanwhile, the total caseload count of the non-detained docket for ICE grew almost 90 percent, from 3.3 million on Sept. 30, 2020, to 6.2 million as of Sept. 30, 2023, according to ICE's 2023 annual report. That disparity certainly undercuts Trump's repeated claim that most of the migrants who have entered the United States are criminals.
We can't find any example of Trump previously speaking about the non-detained docket, but if it's as serious a problem as he claims -- "I'm outraged" -- he ignored it during his presidency.
ICE data analyzed by the Cato Institute found that the Biden administration has released fewer people with criminal convictions or pending criminal charges than the Trump administration.
Lechleitner's letter noted that the Biden administration has stepped up the deportation of noncitizens. "From mid-May 2023 through the end of July 2024, DHS removed or returned more than 893,600 individuals, including more than 138,300 individuals in family units," the letter said. "The majority of all individuals encountered at the Southwest Border over the past three years have been removed, returned, or expelled."
A Trump campaign spokesman did not respond to a request to explain Trump's use of this data.
This is another shameful example of Trump weaponizing government data on immigrants to mislead Americans. Contrary to what Trump claims, the Biden-Harris administration did not release more than 13,000 murderers who entered the country in the past three years.
The data only shows they are not detained by ICE; they are more likely in state or federal prison serving their time. Moreover, the number of convicted criminals on the non-detained docket is not much bigger than it was under Trump, indicating they have been on it for a long time.
Trump earns Four Pinocchios.
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Rep. Jim Jordan angles to lead a possible House Republican minority
With his sights again set on House Republican leadership, far-right firebrand Rep. Jim Jordan tries to win over more moderate colleagues.
By Marianna Sotomayor, Leigh Ann Caldwell | 2024-10-03

Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio) speaks at a news conference following a private Republican strategy meeting on Capitol Hill in June. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio) is not known for being generous with moderate colleagues. During the earliest days of his two decades in the House, the far-right firebrand often ignored, or publicly defied, the more centrist members of his party.
But with his sights again set on the highest echelon of House Republican leadership, Jordan seems eager to make amends.
He is steering clear of the intraparty fights he once seemed to relish, selling himself as a potential bridge between House Republicans and the MAGA front line, and raising -- and sharing -- a lot more money with his colleagues, including a significant investment to House Republicans' campaign arm, the National Republican Congressional Committee.
This cycle, Jordan has given a hefty sum -- $1.7 million -- to the NRCC and contributed to a range of campaigns. It's a stark contrast from the early years of his career when he did not give any money to the NRCC and only fundraised for ultraconservative colleagues.
Jordan's fresh push to lead marks an incredible shift for a man who was a notorious thorn in the side of House leadership and highlights just how much he and his party have changed as populist and antiestablishment views gained ground in the Trump era.
It is not yet clear if he has a shot. Much depends, of course, on the outcome of the election, particularly whether Donald Trump wins the presidency and who controls the House. Jordan has not publicly stated his ambitions and declined to comment for this article.
But a review of his fundraising and interviews with dozens of GOP lawmakers and aides suggest he is making an early and informal play on the chance that the unruly and often times ungovernable GOP conference loses its majority in November or that the conference becomes so disenchanted with Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) that its members look for an alternative.
"It is clearly obvious that everyone is positioning for what might be next," said Rep. Marcus J. Molinaro (R-N.Y.), who voted against Jordan once it became clear he had no pathway to becoming House speaker and has since invited him to campaign in his swing district.
Jordan's most obvious play is if Republicans lose power, these people said, because it is highly likely that they will toss aside Johnson. Such a scenario opens the door for Jordan to seek a leadership slot and possibly face off against Majority Leader Steve Scalise (R-La.) for the top spot of minority leader once again.
Jordan's pathway to leadership is harder if Republicans keep the majority, because he would need 218 lawmakers to be elected speaker. More than 20 Republicans voted against Jordan twice on the House floor last year when he sought the speakership, after his foe-turned-mentor Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) was ousted, with over 150 ultimately supporting he end his candidacy in a private ballot.
For Jordan, it was a moment when he realized he doesn't have as much support within the conference as he thought. So, he started to build bridges.
"Jordan's play is to be ready," said one longtime Republican aide who has worked closely with him. "I don't think he wants to challenge Mike or anyone, but you don't know when that moment is going to come." The aide, like many others, spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private deliberations.
Of those Republicans that publicly voted against Jordan on the House floor during the messy speaker's fight last October, a handful were moderates and represented districts that President Joe Biden won in 2020. Most were pragmatic lawmakers who value governance and worried a Speaker Jordan would run the House like the raucous Judiciary Committee hearings he chairs. It is these groups he is angling to win over.
Rep. Kelly Armstrong (R-N.D.), an ally of House leadership and a fan of Jordan, said Jordan has "evolved and matured so much" in the six years the North Dakotan has been in office and calls his positioning for leadership so far "smart."

Rep. Jim Jordan makes his way through the media scrum as he heads to a meeting with other members of the House Freedom Caucus on Capitol Hill in 2017. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


This is not the first time Jordan has had his sights on competing for the top leadership spot -- he challenged McCarthy for minority leader after the 2018 midterms. After Jordan lost, winning only 43 votes in a secret ballot, McCarthy and other Republicans advised Jordan that if he wanted to rise through the ranks of House leadership, he needed to step up his fundraising for all of his colleagues, according to two people familiar with the meeting, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to detail a private discussion.
He started to fundraise for more ideologically diverse Republicans, but it was not until 2022 -- when he was vying to become House Judiciary Committee chairman if Republicans regained the majority -- that he donated $100,000 to the NRCC, his first donation to help House Republicans.
The refusal by roughly two dozen Republicans to elect him as speaker last year was the impetus for Jordan to get serious, spending time away from Washington campaigning for Republicans and cutting fundraising checks to colleagues for the first time.
This cycle, Jordan has given to 23 Republicans representing swing districts since October 2023 -- when Jordan lost his speakership race -- through June 2024, which is the last time campaign finance reports were filed to the Federal Election Commission.
One of the people Jordan donated to for the first time is Rep. Don Bacon (R-Neb.), a moderate who represents a district Biden won by more than 6 percent in 2020. Bacon voted against Jordan for speaker last year and received threatening phone calls and emails because of it, an episode that further soured their already frosty relationship.
Now, Bacon says he's appreciative of Jordan's financial support this year. "I'm grateful to him," he said.
Jordan has shocked many pragmatic Republicans who supported his candidacy -- including moderate Rep. Dave Joyce (R), a fellow Ohioan -- by cutting checks for their campaigns for the first time. Jordan also donated to Rep. Tom Cole (R-Okla.), an influential committee chairman, who was challenged by a far-right candidate supported in the primary by the Freedom Caucus's political arm.
Jordan has also been campaigning for members, who often invite him to their districts to rile up the GOP base.
"I think Jim's perspective [is] if Trump is president and we have a slim majority, he could be the right conduit and protection between those two -- our body in the slim majority and the MAGA Republican constituency. And I would say that he's intimated that without saying it," Molinaro said earlier this year.
It would be quite the pivot. Jordan was elected in his conservative district in 2006. In his first term, he led a group of antiestablishment Republicans to tank President George W. Bush's Wall Street bailout during the 2008 financial crisis. He sharpened his claws on conservative media and built a reputation as a foil not only against Democrats, but also against leadership in his own party.
In 2015, he co-founded the ultraconservative House Freedom Caucus to represent a new generation of rugged, just-say-no Republicans who blocked compromise, pressured two GOP speakers -- Paul D. Ryan (Wis.) and John Boehner (Ohio) -- to resign, and refused to help his less dogmatic Republican colleagues win reelection, including by refusing to pay mandatory dues to the House Republicans' campaign arm.
Not everyone will be ready to work with him. Some Republicans still remain irate and may not ever support him in leadership because of how he comported himself during the last speakership election. After a bitter falling out during the speakership fight last year, Jordan refused to fully endorse Scalise when the conference elected their majority leader to succeed McCarthy, which prompted a backlash among ardent Scalise allies. And Jordan's allies on the Hill and across conservative media made matters worse by threatening lawmakers to vote against the Ohio congressman for speaker, some of whom received death threats for their opposition. Jordan denounced the threats at the time.
Others just don't trust Jordan given how he had notoriously shunned helping out his non-Freedom Caucus colleagues throughout his early career in Congress. His scorched-earth tactics and refusal to be a team player and contribute to the party's campaign coffers drew the ire of many colleagues who believed that he contributed to Republican losses in close races. Those actions set the example for a larger crop of far-right members who still refuse to donate to the NRCC and now campaign against GOP colleagues in primary elections, helping to drive intraparty divisions.
But several lawmakers who were skeptical of him last year have become more open-minded about the idea because Jordan could play the role of messaging bulldog in the minority, especially if Vice President Kamala Harris becomes president.
"I never close the door on things," said Rep. Carlos A. Gimenez (R-Fla.). "For me and Jordan, it was never personal. I just didn't support him, that's all."
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5 takeaways from the big new filing on Trump's 2020 election plot
"So what," "Make them riot," "It doesn't matter if you won or lost the election," and what it all means legally and politically.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-10-03

Special counsel Jack Smith arrives to announce the indictment of former president Donald Trump during a news conference in August 2023. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


We just got the most extensive new detail in years about former president Donald Trump's plot to overturn the 2020 election, in the form of a much-anticipated filing from special counsel Jack Smith.
The 165-page partially redacted filing, which was unsealed by U.S. District Judge Tanya S. Chutkan, lays out the evidence Smith's team would like to present in the long-delayed Jan. 6 federal criminal case against Trump. What evidence Smith can use and what charges can stand are disputed after the Supreme Court recently gave presidents including Trump extensive immunity from criminal prosecution.
But the filing also doubles as a sort of blueprint for the case ahead. It features some significant revelations and quotes that could be important not just for the legal battle, but for the 2024 election.
Below are some takeaways from the filing.
A big part of the case against Trump is making clear that he and those around him knew their plan was corrupt -- that it wasn't just them really believing the election was stolen.
One detail in particular stands out.
The filing cites a scene from Nov. 4, 2020, at the TCF Center in Detroit. It says a colleague of a Trump campaign official and an alleged co-conspirator informed them that a batch of votes that heavily favored Joe Biden was apparently correct.
The alleged co-conspirator, whose description matches that of Trump's Election Day operations chief Mike Roman, allegedly responded by saying: "find a reason it isnt" and "give me options to file litigation." Then in a mangled message, the co-conspirator seems to suggest that they are not concerned if the claims are frivolous -- "even if itbis."
The colleague suggested such things could lead to a repeat of the so-called Brooks Brothers riot, a fraught scene in South Florida during the contested 2000 presidential election.
The Trump campaign official and co-conspirator allegedly responded: "Make them riot" and "Do it!!!"
It's an eerily prescient comment, given that just two months later, Trump's false and often nonsensical claims of voter fraud would lead to a large-scale riot at the U.S. Capitol. (It's worth noting that whether the Brooks Brothers riot was actually particularly violent is disputed.)
It could certainly help prosecutors drive home the point that the people behind the effort to contest the 2020 election didn't actually care about the evidence and whether they were right; they just wanted to sow doubt.
The filing fills out some key details of what happened after the Capitol riot touched off on Jan. 6, 2021. It repeatedly reinforces the idea that Trump was well aware of what was taking place even as he -- for hours -- resisted reining in his supporters and even launched an attack on Vice President Mike Pence at 2:24 p.m.
The timeline here was filled out somewhat by the House Jan. 6 select committee, but the filing contains even more detail.
It says that around 1:30 p.m., Trump settled into the dining room next to the Oval Office and "spent the afternoon there reviewing Twitter on his phone," while Fox News played on TV. It suggests that prosecutors have forensic evidence from the activity logs on Trump's phone to back up that he was "consistently" using his Twitter application.
A footnote says that, before Trump's tweet attacking Pence, advisers told him that "there's a riot, and there are people inside the Capitol Building," and "someone's gotten into the Capitol."
The filing goes on to say that Trump was alone when he tweeted at 2:24 p.m. that Pence "didn't have the courage to do what should have been done to protect our Country and our Constitution." (Rioters at one point chanted for Pence's hanging, and Pence had been evacuated at 2:13 p.m.)
All of those are crucial to establishing that Trump had reason to believe Pence could be in danger and that he knew things had gotten out of hand, and that he pressed forward with attacking Pence anyway. It also builds on extensive evidence suggesting Trump declined for hours to do something about the violence. He didn't tell people to go home until 4:17 p.m.
But perhaps the most vivid new detail comes from shortly after Trump's Pence tweet. It says an aide relayed a phone call to Trump stating that Pence had been taken to a secure location. The aide hoped Trump would do something to help, according to the filing.
Instead, Trump allegedly responded, "So what?"
It's hardly the first evidence that Trump might have been indifferent to Pence's fate and might have even seen utility in the unrest when it came to his efforts to overturn the election. But it might be among the most striking pieces of evidence on that front.
Trump won't face trial before next month's election, and it's possible he never will if he wins. But the filing at the very least served as a late reminder of an ugly, Trump-inspired episode, with just more than a month to go before voters decided whether to return him to the White House.
Those reminders and new details have been few and far between since the Jan. 6 committee wrapped up its business nearly two years ago. Trump hasn't appeared to pay any real political price for his four indictments, which include a financial fraud conviction in Manhattan. But many casual voters appear to be unfamiliar with these cases, and the race is looking extremely close. That makes the new disclosures untimely for Trump.
Trump posted repeatedly on Truth Social on Wednesday claiming that the filing was election interference.
"The DOJ pushed out this latest 'hit job' today because JD Vance humiliated Tim Walz last night in the Debate," Trump said.
But the timing also owes to Trump's lengthy legal challenges, which successfully delayed the trial past the election and gave Trump a significant degree of immunity but haven't stopped the cases altogether.
And it's worth noting that Trump's claim about the vice-presidential debate is false. The Justice Department made its filing a week ago -- long before the debate -- and it didn't unseal it; Chutkan did.
Another central question when it comes to proving Trump knew better is pointing to all the times he was told his theories were false. This is something the Jan. 6 committee also focused on, keying in on testimony from former attorney general William P. Barr and former deputy attorney general Richard Donoghue, as well as former acting attorney general Jeffrey Rosen and some Trump aides.
But the filing adds significant new detail.
It says then-Republican National Committee Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel cited to Trump a comment from Michigan House Speaker Lee Chatfield (R) calling claims about voting machines in Antrim County, Mich., "f---ing nuts."
It says the leader of the Michigan Senate, Mike Shirkey (R), told Trump he hadn't lost because of fraud, but because he underperformed other Republicans and lost educated women. It adds that Shirkey "could tell by the defendant's body language that he was not happy to hear" this.
The filing also lays out many details about Pence's handling of the claims, making clear he consistently cast doubt on them -- including in Trump's presence. Many of the quotes are from Pence's recent book, but the filing says Pence also urged Trump as early as Nov. 12: "don't concede but recognize process is over."
As notably, the filing makes clear that Trump's campaign repeatedly failed to pony up evidence to Republicans it sought to recruit -- then-Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey (R) and then-Arizona House Speaker Russell "Rusty" Bowers (R).
By Dec. 8, longtime Trump campaign spokesman Jason Miller allegedly wrote a telling email.
"When our research and campaign legal team can't back up any of the claims made by our Elite Strike Force Legal Team, you can see why we're 0-32 on our cases," Miller allegedly said. "I'll obviously hustle to help on all fronts, but it's tough to own any of this when it's all just conspiracy s--- beamed down from the mother ship."
The quote was cited last year in Trump's indictment, but without attribution. Now we learn it allegedly came from one of his closest aides -- then and now.
In a filing full of juicy quotes, perhaps one ties it all together. It's from Trump himself.
"It doesn't matter if you won or lost the election," Trump allegedly told family members and others aboard Marine One following the election. "You still have to fight like hell."
The filing says the comment was overheard by the same aide who brought Trump news of Pence being moved to a secure location.
Trump allegedly echoed the comment when one of his election lawyers told him his claims would not hold up in court, telling them, "The details don't matter."
Trump has offered conflicting comments about whether he actually lost the 2020 election. He mostly says it was stolen, but he'll sometimes talk about it as an actual loss -- including recently. This could certainly be read as further proof that the evidence didn't really matter to him. And that could help prosecutors prove corruption.
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Following civil VP debate, Harris in Georgia to address Helene damage
Get the latest news on Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump from the 2024 campaign trail a day after the vice-presidential debate in New York. 

By Amy B Wang, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez, Nick Mourtoupalas, Bonnie Berkowitz, Aaron Blake, Glenn Kessler, Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Toluse Olorunnipa, Meryl Kornfield, Rachel Siegel, Spencer Hsu, Dylan Wells, Philip Bump, Lenny Bronner, Luis Melgar, Diane Napolitano, Kati Perry, Emily Guskin, Scott Clement, Amy Gardner, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Theodoric Meyer, Tyler Pager, Michael Scherer, Elahe Izadi, Liz Goodwin, Jacqueline Alemany, Dan Balz, Jeremy Barr, Patrick Marley, Matt Viser, Ashley Parker, Caroline Kitchener, Eric Lau, Adrian Blanco, Dan Keating, Aadit Tambe, Sabrina Rodriguez, Isaac Arnsdorf, Niha Masih | 2024-10-02
Following a vice-presidential debate Tuesday that focused more on policy differences than personal slights, Vice President Kamala Harris visited Georgia on Wednesday to survey damage from Hurricane Helene and address the federal response. The two men who faced off in New York on Tuesday -- Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) and Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) -- were out of the campaign trail, with Walz in Pennsylvania and Vance campaigning in Michigan. Former president Donald Trump is attending fundraisers in Texas.
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Biden works to limit conflict as Mideast edges closer to all-out war 
Israeli officials have signaled they may not launch a massive attack on Iran, but the region remains highly combustible.
By Yasmeen Abutaleb, John Hudson, Karen DeYoung, Michael Birnbaum | 2024-10-02

President Joe Biden in the White House earlier this week. (Tom Brenner/For the Washington Post )


The White House is working to limit the Israeli response to the barrage of ballistic missiles that Iran fired into the country Tuesday, as some U.S. officials worry the Middle East could be edging closer to the all-out war that President Joe Biden has sought to prevent for nearly a year.
Several senior Biden officials, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive conversations, said Wednesday that Israeli officials have told them privately that they do not feel the need to hit back against Iran in an immediate and massive way. Yet officials in the United States and Europe fear that Israel could hit economic targets in Iran that would prompt a dangerous escalatory reaction.
Tehran has long signaled that attacks on its oil and gas industry would be a "red line," a senior European official said. Such a strike would probably prompt retaliatory attacks from Iran on Western energy interests, potentially disrupting the global economy one month before the U.S. presidential election.
American officials say they are encouraging Israel to respond in a measured way, but U.S. allies in Europe are concerned that Washington is not putting sufficient pressure on the government of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. "Our understanding is the Americans are not holding them back," said the official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive military matter.
Biden administration officials say that while Israeli leaders have suggested they will act with restraint, that could change once Netanyahu's decision-making has passed through the blender of Israeli politics, where far-right voices hold considerable power. Some officials say Israeli leaders' private assurances have not always panned out over the past year.
At the same time, Israeli leaders have taken a relatively aggressive tone toward Iran publicly.
Inside Israel, there is a strong appetite for a major military response, with a sense that Iran is unusually weakened because its strongest proxy, Hezbollah, is reeling from recent Israeli attacks that damaged its communication system and decimated its leadership. Former Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett recently urged Netanyahu to immediately authorize strikes on Iran's nuclear program.
"We must act *now* to destroy Iran's nuclear program, its central energy facilities, and to fatally cripple this terrorist regime," Bennett said on social media Tuesday. "The octopus's tentacles are temporarily paralyzed -- now comes the head."
On Wednesday, Biden said he did not support an Israeli strike on nuclear sites in response to a question. A senior administration official said Israeli officials have not discussed such a move in private conversations with U.S. officials.
Last week, U.S. officials believed they had Israeli sign-off on a cease-fire proposal with Hezbollah, officials said at the time, only for Netanyahu to forcefully reject the proposal once the United States and other countries, including France, announced it publicly.
"What the Americans understand is the Iranians desperately don't want escalation, and that reality means both you're a little less concerned about escalation but you're worried the Israelis might try to do more," said Ian Bremmer, president and founder of Eurasia Group. "The Israelis are on the front lines here -- they're the ones who feel the existential threat -- but they also certainly do not feel bound by American pressure, and that makes Biden look bad."
Iran fired about 180 missiles directly into Israel on Tuesday with little advance warning -- only the second time the country has launched a direct attack into Israeli territory -- in retaliation for Israel killing Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah last week in Beirut. That strike also killed an Iranian general, and Iran had yet to retaliate for Israel killing Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran in July.
The Israeli military announced Monday the start of ground operations in southern Lebanon, where Hezbollah militants had been launching drones and rockets into Israel since Hamas carried out a surprise attack on Israel last Oct. 7 that killed some 1,200 people.
Iran had launched missiles into Israel in April, and this time, Tehran sought to muster a more effective air assault, according to analysts, relying mostly on ballistic missiles and abandoning slower weapons such as drones and cruise missiles. That provided less advance warning for Israel's air defenses.
Still, while the latest attack's impact was slightly greater than in April, no deaths were reported Tuesday within Israel. One Palestinian man was reported killed in the West Bank.
The success of the United States and Israel in repelling Iranian missiles for a second time has boosted confidence inside Israel, a senior administration official said, and in private conversations Israeli officials have signaled that they will respond in a calibrated way. That is a stark change from April, the official noted, when the United States publicly and privately had to urge Israel to respond with restraint to avoid a further escalation.
A senior administration official said the United States and Israel, along with other international partners, crafted a defense plan to help defend against potential Iranian attacks that "worked as well as we could have wanted it to work." The fact that no Israelis were killed and that the countries were able to thwart all of Iran's missiles, including ones launched at Tel Aviv, have bought the United States some time to try to influence the Israeli response, the official said.
But the Middle East is even more combustible than it was just a few months ago. Israel in recent weeks has launched intelligence and military actions against Hezbollah in Lebanon, pounding the country with airstrikes that have killed more than 1,400 people and displaced nearly 1 million. And Israel did not inform the United States ahead of time of several major actions in Lebanon, including one that detonated pagers and handheld radios used by Hezbollah and another that killed Nasrallah.
While U.S. officials have said they are impressed by Israel's ability to significantly degrade Hezbollah in a matter of weeks, as well as take out its command-and-control structure and kill many of its top leaders, they are still pressing Israel on what its strategic end game is since it is fighting a war on multiple fronts, including in Gaza, Lebanon and the West Bank.
Senior Biden aides are particularly concerned that Israel's ground incursion into Lebanon -- which it has said is a limited operation to take out Hezbollah infrastructure along its northern border -- could bog down into a long-term operation that drags out the war even longer.
Since Hamas's Oct. 7 attack on Israel, U.S. officials have been working to prevent the war between Israel and Hamas from spiraling into a broader regional conflagration. Israel's retaliatory military campaign in Gaza has killed more than 41,000 Palestinians, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, and fueled an ongoing humanitarian catastrophe.
U.S. officials for months have been trying to get Israel and Hamas to agree to a cease-fire, but those efforts are deadlocked as neither side appears willing to make enough concessions to cement a deal. The United States is also pressing for Israel and Hezbollah to agree to a cease-fire and come to a diplomatic solution that would resolve the conflict on the Israel-Lebanon border.
But Biden has been unwilling to use the most significant source of U.S. leverage -- conditioning or suspending military aid to Israel -- to try to change the dynamics of the war, as Israel has repeatedly rebuffed U.S. advice and counsel.
Between the United States and Israel, there are "major efforts on both sides to keep lines of communication open and make sure that perspectives are understood. There have been moments of surprise, I don't think that's a secret, over the course of the last couple of months," Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell said at a Carnegie Endowment event on Wednesday.
"As important as a response of some kind should be, there is a recognition that the region is really balancing on a knife's edge, and real concerns about an even broader escalation or a continuing one," Campbell said, adding that this could "imperil not just Israel but our strategic interests as well."
Ellen Nakashima contributed to this report.
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Biden and Harris visit storm-ravaged areas
Trips come as Trump challenges White House handling of Hurricane Helene
By Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Toluse Olorunnipa | 2024-10-03

Vice President Kamala Harris, alongside Sen. Jon Ossoff (D-Ga.), surveys the damage from Hurricane Helene in the Meadowbrook neighborhood of Augusta, Ga., on Wednesday. (Brendan Smialowski/AFP/Getty Images)


RALEIGH, N.C. -- President Joe Biden flew over storm-ravaged parts of western North Carolina on Wednesday, and Vice President Kamala Harris ventured farther south to Georgia to speak with emergency responders and devastated families in some of the areas hit hardest by Hurricane Helene, trying to stress to recovering communities that the federal government would be there to aid rebuilding efforts well into the future.
The final weeks of the campaign for the White House find Harris and Biden juggling a trio of crises -- an escalating war in the Middle East, a longshoremen's strike that threatens to clog supply chains and the aftermath of one of the deadliest hurricanes in U.S. history. Harris will return to the campaign trail in Midwestern battleground states later this week, but Biden will tour more storm damage in Georgia and Florida.
In the storm's wake, Harris has tried to step into a role typically played by Biden, empathizing with victims' searing losses as she works to steer recovery efforts their way. In Augusta, Harris said she met with storm victims, including a woman whose husband had died in the tempest. She also highlighted efforts that state, local and federal officials had taken to deliver relief, and she stressed that the response would extend far beyond Wednesday's trips.
"My final point to the residents of this community and this region is we are here for the long haul," she said in Augusta. "But there's a lot more work that will need to happen over the long run."
She said she wanted to take a firsthand look "at the devastation, which is extraordinary. It's particularly devastating because of the loss of life this community has experienced, the loss of normalcy and the loss of critical resources."
Helene made landfall Thursday and carved a deadly path of destruction through six states, killing more than 140 people. The toll was especially high in the western mountains of North Carolina, where Biden visited. At least 57 people were killed around the city of Asheville. North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper (D) said some towns had been "wiped off the map."
The federal government has surged resources to affected areas, but the Republican and Democratic campaigns for president have been on opposite sides of a debate about when is best for a high-profile politician -- and the small army needed to ensconce them in a security bubble -- to travel to a devastated area.
On Wednesday, six days after the storm made landfall, Biden flew in a loop over the Asheville area, looking down on gutted structures, flattened buildings and fallen trees with Asheville's mayor, Cooper and emergency management officials. He will venture to storm-ravaged places in Georgia and Florida on Thursday and meet with people in "impacted communities," according to the White House.
The vice president toured the Augusta Emergency Operations Center, telling first responders there, "I am here to thank you and to listen."
"I've been reading and hearing about the work you've been doing over the last few days, and I think it really does represent some of the best of what we each know can be done, especially when we coordinate around local, state, federal resources to meet the needs of people who must be seen, who must be heard," she said.

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks as she tours an area impacted by Hurricane Helene in Augusta on Wednesday. (Carolyn Kaster/AP)


Trump visited Valdosta, Ga., on Monday, using his time on the ground to criticize Harris for fundraising as the storm tore through the American South and blasting the federal government's response as inadequate. He doubled down on those accusations Wednesday, as the president and the vice president were on the ground.
"The federal government is not being responsive. [Elected officials are] having a very hard time getting the president on the phone," Trump said falsely on Monday. "He won't get on, and of course the vice president, she's out some place campaigning, looking for money." He also accused Biden of "sleeping" instead of talking to emergency officials and falsely said that the president was not taking calls from Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp, a Republican.
Kemp had in fact spoken with Biden the day before, and the governor said the state was receiving adequate help.
Trump went to Georgia with Christian relief organization Samaritan's Purse, which is led by evangelist Franklin Graham, and brushed aside criticism that his security footprint was a needless drain on resources at a vulnerable time. Trump said the "many wagons of resources" he brought with him more than made up for the first responders assigned to help protect him.
Biden and Harris have said state and local leaders had asked them to hold off on visiting until emergency officials had made further progress on rescue and recovery efforts, which Harris said "must be the highest priority and the first order of business." And on Wednesday, Biden made a show of meeting with both Democratic and Republican leaders in the Carolinas.
While Harris and Biden have not directly criticized Trump, they have taken subtle digs, saying politicians should keep themselves -- and their large security footprints -- away from the most severely damaged places, freeing up first responders to restore services and save lives.
Still, with the presidential election just over a month away, there are political implications to the storm response. Natural disasters, and hurricanes in particular, have a history of playing into national elections, and the response to them is often seen as a measure of the competence of the administration in power -- or the lack thereof.
Harris was on the West Coast when Helene made landfall, but she cut her campaign stops short and dashed back to D.C. Her campaign sought to project an image of an elected leader deftly navigating a crisis. They released a photo of her talking with emergency officials from Air Force 2. And a half-hour after her plane touched down in the D.C. area on Monday, she was at the Federal Emergency Management Agency's headquarters, delivering a televised speech about the federal response.
Biden tried to project a sense of hope even as he described the hurricane's impact as "heartbreaking."
"Earlier, I took an aerial tour over Western North Carolina to survey the damage. What I saw was heartbreaking," Biden wrote on X ahead of his briefing with emergency officials in Raleigh. "But back on the ground, we're witnessing neighbors helping neighbors, volunteers and workers standing side-by-side, people leaning on each other. That's America."

President Joe Biden flies above a storm-impacted area near Asheville, N.C., on Wednesday. (Mandel Ngan/AFP/Getty Images)


The White House also released an update on the federal government's response, continuing its daily practice of outlining it efforts for the public.
FEMA has shipped more than 8.5 million meals, 7 million liters of water and 150 generators to affected areas, the White House said.
But Biden said the longshoremen's strike could complicate recovery efforts, making it more difficult to get crucial supplies to hard-hit areas.
"This natural disaster is incredibly consequential. The last thing we need on top of that is a man-made disaster that's going on at the ports," the president said. "We're getting pushback already, we're hearing from the folks regionally that they're having trouble getting product that they need because of the port strike."
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Trump's continued callousness toward injured soldiers
Trump calls the injuries to American soldiers caused by a 2020 Iranian missile strike "headaches." They were much more than that. And the former president can't stop saying and doing things like this.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-10-03

President Donald Trump signs a memorandum as he announces the withdrawal of the United States from the Iran nuclear deal in 2018. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Donald Trump's campaign has made great pains to combat the narrative that Trump repeatedly denigrated dead and injured soldiers.
Donald Trump himself keeps saying and doing callous things regarding dead and injured soldiers that make that much more difficult.
Democrats in the 2024 race have focused extensively on reported comments -- confirmed last year by Trump's former chief of staff, John F. Kelly -- in which Trump referred to dead soldiers as "suckers" and questioned why people would join the military. The reported comments are hardly the only examples of Trump saying off-color things on the subject, but they are the most pronounced.
Still, even as that particular dispute has simmered, Trump keeps breathing life into the same narrative.
In mid-August, Trump called the Presidential Medal of Freedom, which is awarded to civilians, "much better" than the Medal of Honor. He said that was because the latter is awarded to soldiers who are "either in very bad shape because they've been hit so many times by bullets or they're dead."
(The Veterans of Foreign Wars and other veterans groups denounced the comments as crassly minimizing the sacrifices of soldiers.)
Later that month, Trump campaign staffers got into an altercation with a staff member at Arlington National Cemetery who tried to stop them from holding a Trump photo op in a highly restricted area of the cemetery -- a photo op that appeared to run afoul of federal law. At least one family whose loved one's gravesite was featured in a Trump campaign video of the event objected.
And on Tuesday came another significant entry: Trump downplaying the traumatic brain injuries suffered by more than 100 U.S. soldiers in a 2020 Iranian missile attack as mere "headaches," when they were clearly much more than that.
The event Trump was talking about was Iran's strike on Ain al-Asad air base in Iraq -- an attack that followed the Trump-ordered killing of Iranian military commander Qasem Soleimani.
It's not the first time Trump has downplayed these injuries; he said much the same thing shortly after Iran's strike. But Trump's new comments come in a much different context, and with much more known about the very real severity of the injuries.
Trump initially claimed on Jan. 8, 2020, that there were "no Americans harmed," a claim that soon proved false. As the numbers diagnosed with traumatic brain injuries gradually grew, he shifted to insisting that the injuries were "not very serious."
"I heard they had headaches and a couple of other things," Trump said on Jan. 22.
These comments also drew criticism from the VFW.
It was evident at the time that Trump had a political and strategic interest in downplaying the toll of Iran's strike. He had just days before promised to launch massive strikes against Iran if it "strikes any Americans, or American assets." Trump said even "Iran itself, WILL BE HIT VERY FAST AND VERY HARD." Despite Iran's clearly striking an American asset and injuring U.S. soldiers, Trump did not retaliate. And minimizing Iran's strike made it look as though Iran was afraid of too much escalation.
Not only does that strategic interest not really apply anymore, but we've also learned plenty in the years since the attack that makes clear the injuries went well beyond "headaches."
Trump's 2020 comments came before the extent of those injuries was fully appreciated; the number rose to 34 in January and then to more than 100 the next month. And some involved later reported majorly debilitating symptoms -- along with the possible politicization of their cases.
CBS News in November 2021 highlighted a few of the cases:
A 2023 academic study of 35 of the traumatic brain injury cases found more than half experienced "post-traumatic amnesia." Two of the patients underwent "several weeks of intense outpatient" rehabilitation.
That CBS piece highlighted the struggles of some of the soldiers to obtain Purple Hearts and the lifelong medical benefits that come with the award. The soldiers and others involved in the effort said it was at times thwarted for fear of escalation with Iran and undercutting Trump.
Trump to this day has an interest in downplaying Iran's strike -- politically, at least. It came on his watch, and he didn't retaliate, despite his threat. He has minimized the strike in other ways in recent years, including falsely claiming Iran deliberately missed its target.
But downplaying the injuries comes with a cost to those who suffered them. And just as it has been on several occasions before, that seems to be a price Trump is willing to pay.
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Trump and his allies are not planning to concede another electoral loss
The former president and his allies are making it clear, repeatedly, that the only outcome they will accept without hesitation is one where he is the victor.
By Philip Bump | 2024-10-02

Jessica Jagod attends in June last year a dinner in Novi, Mich., featuring former president Donald Trump as the keynote speaker. (Emily Elconin for The Washington Post)


The reason that it is important to ask Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) whether he accepts that Donald Trump lost the 2020 presidential election is not to establish whether Vance accepts reality. At least, that's not the primary reason. It is good to know, certainly, whether the guy who could be a 78-year-old heartbeat away from the presidency in four months is capable of admitting uncomfortable truths.
Instead, the primary reason to ask Vance that question is to determine whether he will accept it if Trump loses the 2024 election. And based on Tuesday night's vice-presidential debate, it seems fair to assume that he will once again fall in line behind Trump -- the former president who, at another point on Tuesday, made clear that he sees no urgency in declaring his acceptance of the process.
Trump took several questions from reporters as part of an event in Milwaukee shortly before the debate began. At one point, he raised his purported questions about the last election and his concerns about the upcoming one.
"All I want is a fair election," he said. "That's all. Just a fair, honest election. I hope we're going to get that."
"Do you trust the process this time around?" a reporter asked.
"I'll let you know in about, uh, 33 days," Trump replied.
In other words, his trust in the electoral process necessarily depends on the outcome.
As CNN's Daniel Dale delineated, Trump has elevated a number of claims in recent weeks that seem to be aimed at undermining confidence in the results. He has claimed that voting by noncitizens is a rampant problem, which it isn't. He has argued that Democrats are using overseas voting to commit fraud, which is false (as new research from the University of Washington's Center for an Informed Public explains). He has claimed that support for Vice President Kamala Harris is inflated, a way for him to later suggest that her vote totals are artificial.
In short, he is injecting skepticism about the results well in advance of Election Day, just as he did in 2020, so that he retains the ability to inject doubt about the outcome. Just as he did in 2020.
His allies are lining up to bolster that effort. House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.), a central figure in Trump's effort to subvert the 2020 results, was asked last week if he was committed to ensuring that the electoral vote results would be tallied without incident even if Harris won.
"Well, of course," Johnson replied, before adding an important caveat, "if we have a free, fair and safe election, we're going to follow the Constitution."
In 2020, America had a free, fair and safe election, one that has grown only more obviously so as Trump and his allies have tried to find weak points that might bolster his claims of fraud. But it is a central argument in Trumpworld that this didn't happen -- or, at least, that it is necessary to insist that it didn't.
Corey Lewandowski, a longtime Trump adviser who recently joined the 2024 campaign effort, demonstrated how this works in an interview on CNN on Wednesday morning.
"Why is this so difficult for the Trump campaign to answer?" CNN's Jim Acosta asked. "I mean, it's 2024. Did Donald Trump lose the 2020 election?"
Lewandowski didn't answer, instead saying that voters were "focused on an election which is just under five weeks away."
"We can go back and re-litigate the 2020 election," he added, "or we can look at what we can do to make America better for the everyday Americans who are struggling under Bidenomics."
Acosta pressed him on it, noting that Trump was "teeing up the same kinds of challenges after this election."
"Jim, we know there was fraud," Lewandowski replied, referring to the contest four years ago. "There's no question there was some fraud that took place in the 2020 election. There's no question about that."
Acosta replied that there was no "widespread" fraud, prompting Lewandowski to ask what he meant by "widespread."
That's worth an answer. The lack of "widespread" fraud means that while, yes, there were isolated examples of people casting illegal ballots (including, multiple times, for Trump), there is no evidence that any systemic fraud occurred or even that any fraud occurred that might constitute any non-miniscule portion of the votes cast in a jurisdiction. Think of it like lightning strikes: Yes, people sometimes get hit by lightning. Daily life, however, is not affected by this occurring.
But Lewandowski can't say that Joe Biden won the 2020 election fairly, both because he is a Trump loyalist who understands that Trump doesn't want people to say this and because he knows that Trump wants to keep the door open to making similar claims this time around.
It wasn't the debate moderators who asked Vance about the 2020 outcome, by the way. Instead it was Harris's running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D). He asked Vance if he acknowledged Trump's loss in 2020, with Vance sidestepping the question. Walz described this as a "damning non-answer," which isn't inaccurate.
What's more, Vance also tried to rationalize Trump's actions after his 2020 loss. He trotted out a tired bit of whataboutism suggesting that Democrats had engaged in similar election denialism. (Lewandowski did this, too.) But he also downplayed what Trump did to a truly striking degree.
"What President Trump has said is that there were problems in 2020," he claimed, "and my own belief is that we should fight about those issues, debate those issues peacefully in the public square, and that's all I've said, and that's all that Donald Trump has said."
"There were problems" is very much not "all that Donald Trump has said." But even if it had been, there has never been any evidence that there were problems in the first place.
Vance also shrugged off the effects of Trump's denialism, saying that you couldn't argue that Trump was a threat to democracy when "he peacefully gave over power on January the 20th as we have done for 250 years in this country." How can you say that the streaker disrupted the game when he left the field of his own volition?
In the end, though, Vance did make a commitment on the subject.
"If we want to say that we need to respect the results of the election, I'm on board," Vance said.
Sure. At least until Election Day.
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Republicans keep inventing new ways to scapegoat immigrants
It used to be false claims about crime. Now, including in the vice-presidential debate, it's false claims about crime and housing and drugs and guns.
By Philip Bump | 2024-10-02

Venezuelan migrants negotiate razor wire as they cross the Rio Grande along the U.S.-Mexico border last year. (Michael Robinson Chavez/The Washington Post)


It is necessarily true that a crime committed by someone in the United States without authorization is a crime that would not have been committed had that person not been in the country. It is similarly true that a home occupied by an undocumented immigrant (or a number of immigrants) is a home that would otherwise be available for use by someone else.
This does not mean, however, that immigrants are a central cause of crime or a primary driver of housing scarcity. But because the right views immigration as a central component to its political success next month, Republicans are eager to engage in such extrapolation -- despite how consistently such extrapolations are shown to be baseless.
It is not true, for example, that the United States is experiencing a surge in violent crime, much less one driven by immigrants. Former president Donald Trump has claimed this repeatedly, offering it as an evolution of the foundational claim of his national political career: that immigrants crossing into the United States from Mexico are dangerous criminals who put native-born Americans at risk.
This has been debunked numerous times, including by demonstrating that immigrants to the United States are less likely to commit crimes than people born here. It is also not the case that there is a crisis in "migrant crime," a term Trump adopted from his allies at Fox News, nor is it the case (as Trump and his allies alleged this week) that the Biden administration had allowed 13,000 murderers into the country.
While the number of immigrants seeking to come to the United States has increased during President Joe Biden's term, crime -- particularly the violent crime that Trump likes to amplify -- is down over the past few years following a spike at the outset of the pandemic. A spike that began, you will recall, under Trump.
It is also not true that immigrants crossing into the United States illegally are a central conduit for the dangerous drug fentanyl. There has been a surge in overdoses linked to fentanyl -- which, again, began under Trump. Since the drug frequently enters the United States across the southern border, Republicans have for years linked it to illegal immigration.
But unlike other drugs, such as marijuana, fentanyl is relatively easy to hide. That means it's easier to smuggle in vehicles, rather than having to be carried by people walking across the border, which in turn means it's faster to get it to distribution points. So most of the fentanyl seized at the border is found not on illegal border-crossers but at vehicle checkpoints.
Since it's much easier for Americans to cross the border into the United States, American citizens are often recruited to do the smuggling. The New York Times just reported on this pattern, finding that more than 80 percent of those sentenced for crimes involving fentanyl smuggling are U.S. citizens.
During Tuesday night's vice-presidential debate, Trump's running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), attempted to blame high housing costs on immigrants.
"We have a lot of Americans that need homes," he said. "We should be kicking out illegal immigrants who are competing for those homes, and we should be building more homes for the American citizens who deserve to be here."
Pressed on the point by debate moderators, Vance promised to share what he described as "a Federal Reserve study" linking housing costs to immigration. Instead, Vance shared a portion of a speech in which the speaker suggested that immigration might help drive price inflation -- but as economist Justin Wolfers pointed out, a portion Vance didn't share said immigration may have helped lower inflation.
Vance is right that constraints on housing supply are a key factor in housing costs and availability. But those are generally a function of zoning rather than oversaturation. The people who would be building those new homes Vance seeks? Often immigrants.
Vance also claimed that the Biden administration's policies were spurring a surge in illegal firearms.
"We've seen a massive influx in the number of illegal guns run by the Mexican drug cartels," Vance claimed. "So that number, the amount of illegal guns in our country is higher today than it was 31/2 years ago."
This is backward. Cartels smuggle guns out of the United States, as CBS News and others have reported. In 2023, border agents stopped seven times as many weapons at the border -- heading south -- than they had in 2019.
The reason guns move from the United States to Mexico was summarized in a 2013 report on the subject.
"Mexico does not manufacture small arms, light weapons or ammunition in sizeable quantity," it indicated. "Moreover, Mexico has some of the most restrictive gun legislation in the world." Its neighbor to the north, though, makes guns readily available for citizens and immigrants alike.
In summary, then, it's not true that violent crime is being pushed higher by immigrants, in part because Trump and his allies often wildly overstate the number of immigrants who've started living in the United States under the Biden administration. It's not true that immigrants are the primary conduit for fentanyl into the country or for illegal firearms. It's not true that immigrants are the central driver of housing costs -- or even necessarily a significant one.
Again, we can cede the point raised at the beginning of this article, the one often raised by Republicans: An undocumented immigrant who commits a crime does result in a crime that wouldn't have been committed had that undocumented immigrant not been in the United States.
It would be interesting, though, to consider how the right's view of the situation might change if we simply replace the phrase "undocumented immigrant" with "gun."
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Vance probably 'won' the debate. But Walz might have gained more.
A dive into the nuanced instant post-debate polling.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-10-02

Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) are shown on a television at a Democratic debate watch party in St. Paul, Minn., on Tuesday night. (Tim Evans for The Washington Post)


A lot of the conventional wisdom has it that Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) had a better vice-presidential debate than Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) on Tuesday night. And instant post-debate polling suggests that's more or less how swing voters saw it.
But the same polling also paints a more nuanced picture. That picture: Walz probably narrowly lost the debate among the more crucial voters, but he might have actually gained more from the affair -- even as he was already in a better position than Vance.
It's complicated, but let's get into it.
Post-debate polls from CNN and CBS News show viewers judged the debate as an effective draw. In the CNN poll, 51 percent of viewers said Vance won the clash; in the CBS poll, Walz won 42 percent to 41 percent, with 17 percent declaring it a tie.
Why that's still good for Vance: The debate-viewers appeared to lean slightly toward the Democrats in the first place. The CNN poll showed debate-watchers were about five points more Democratic-leaning than registered voters more broadly. CBS's YouGov poll featured 39 percent self-described Democrats and 33 percent self-described Republicans.
Vance earning an effective draw with an audience that leaned toward the other side has to be viewed as a positive for him. The CNN poll showed independents thought Vance won 54 percent to 46 percent.
As for how positive that is and what that means moving forward? It's not so clear that Vance gained more than Walz did.
Both polls, rather remarkably, showed each candidate substantially improving their images. Vance's favorable rating increased by nine points in the CBS poll, compared with eight points for Walz. The CNN poll showed Vance gaining 11 points to Walz's 13.
You almost never see those types of gains. CNN has regularly polled presidential and vice-presidential debates, and the biggest previous gain for any candidate was Kamala Harris's seven-point gain after the 2020 vice-presidential debate. Both Vance and Walz exceeded that.
But the fact that Vance didn't gain more than Walz is a setback for one big reason: He had a lot more room to grow than Walz did. Polling has regularly shown that Walz is slightly popular while Vance is double-digits unpopular. So Walz had significantly less upside, but he still improved his image by about as much as Vance.
Vance also gained less than Walz did with potentially crucial voters.
Walz's image gains in the CNN poll among independents (18 points) were actually slightly larger than Vance's (14 points). And while Vance gained largely with voters who were already favorable to his side, Walz demonstrated a pretty significant degree of crossover appeal.
Vance came into the debate with just 68 percent of Republican-leaning voters and Trump supporters viewing him favorably, and he increased both numbers to 85 percent -- 17-point gains. But these are voters to whom Vance should logically appeal. And he gained little with Democratic-leaning voters, seeing his favorable rating rise from 2 percent to 7 percent.
Walz, meanwhile, saw his favorable rating among Republican-leaning voters increasing from 8 percent before the debate to 24 percent afterward. So one-quarter of Donald Trump's and Vance's own base that watched the debate came out of it liking Walz, and he gained almost as much with them as Vance did.
That's a pretty striking stat.
(Walz gained less with Democratic-leaning voters, given that nearly 9 in 10 already liked him before the debate.)
As noted, the debate's viewership doesn't resemble the country at large. The kind of person who tunes in might not just lean more left, but might be more tuned in to politics than casual voters. We shouldn't oversell these numbers as reflective of the broader electorate.
But they do suggest that Vance's stronger performance and Walz's stumbles probably don't matter as much as Republicans would like them to. And Walz's long-standing advantage in the battle of the running mates appears intact, for now.
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Vance used past GOP climate inaction to argue for climate inaction
During the vice-presidential debate, Sen. JD Vance presented the right's new case for not taking climate change seriously -- a new case that rests on the old case.
By Philip Bump | 2024-10-02

The debate between Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) is displayed at a watch party in St. Paul, Minn., on Tuesday. (Tim Evans for The Washington Post)


Given the disastrous damage wrought by Hurricane Helene -- a storm that rapidly grew to a Category 4 storm thanks to unusually warm water in the Gulf of Mexico -- the issue of climate change was among the first topics broached during Tuesday evening's vice-presidential debate.
The answers given by Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) were effective at conveying the wide gulf between the parties on the subject. But they also highlighted the way in which the Republican position depends heavily on GOP opposition to clean energy a decade ago.
Vance was presented with the question first, asked how a second Donald Trump administration would try to address climate change. Vance began by recognizing the ongoing suffering in regions hit by Helene before acknowledging that climate change is "a very important issue" with a lot of people "worried about all these crazy weather patterns."
He didn't continue down that path.
"I think it's important for us, first of all, to say Donald Trump and I support clean air, clean water," Vance said. "We want the environment to be cleaner and safer."
This is very much in keeping with Trump's rhetoric on the issue. Trump has long responded to questions about climate change by talking, instead, about the environment broadly and about his purported passion for clear air and water (despite his administration rolling back protections for those things) -- to the point that it was reasonable to ask whether he knew what climate change actually entailed.
Vance, though, then acknowledged the actual issue. Sort of. He suggested that it be stipulated, just for the sake of argument, that carbon-dioxide emissions are driving increased warming, which is a bit like stipulating that a dropped object will fall toward the Earth. (The CBS moderators would later note the scientific consensus on this point that Vance tried to present as contentious.) If that is the case, he said, what you would want to do is "reshore as much American manufacturing as possible. You'd want to produce as much energy as possible in the United States of America, because we're the cleanest economy in the entire world."
The policies of the Biden administration, he said, had instead resulted in "more energy production in China, more manufacturing overseas, more doing business in some of the dirtiest parts of the entire world."
This is a variant of a common line of rhetoric on the right, one he made more explicit later.
"If you're spending hundreds of millions or even billions of dollars of American taxpayer money on solar panels that are made in China," he said, "number one, you're going to make the economy dirtier. We should be making more of those solar panels here in the United States of America."
This is an argument, in short, for slowing the rollout of clean energy technology. But there is a big reason we don't currently make more solar panels (and more batteries and more of other components of clean energy) in the United States: Republican opposition to investing in the clean-energy sector a decade ago.
When Barack Obama won the 2008 election, he did so handily, promising a pivot away from the policies of President George W. Bush and a robust response to the still-unfolding economic crisis. That included a commitment to address climate change, at that point an issue that sat largely outside of partisan bickering. Former House speaker Newt Gingrich (R) lent his voice to taking steps to combat warming. Trump signed onto an ad in the New York Times that advocated the same.
During Obama's first term, though, the fossil fuel industry -- a central driver of carbon-dioxide emissions -- began leaning on its political allies to slow the embrace of technologies such as electric vehicles, wind turbines and solar panels. Thanks in part to Obama's embrace of what was then referred to as the "green economy," Republicans rapidly turned against such efforts.
Obama had promised to invest heavily in America's efforts to build out infrastructure that would allow the United States to lead on the manufacture of green technologies.
"I'll invest $150 billion over the next decade in affordable, renewable sources of energy -- wind power and solar power and the next generation of biofuels," he said when accepting the Democratic nomination in 2008, "an investment that will lead to new industries and 5 million new jobs that pay well and can't ever be outsourced."
His administration pressed forward in that direction. By 2012, though, as Obama was seeking reelection, this position had become a point of attack. The failure of the solar company Solyndra, a beneficiary of federal loan guarantees, was presented by Republicans as a demonstration of the flaws in investing in domestic green manufacturing. (The program in which Solyndra was participating went on to make money for the government.) Obama's 2012 opponent, former Massachusetts governor Mitt Romney, pivoted from his past embrace of addressing climate change to insisting that the government not offer subsidies to green technologies.
"His plan is to let the oil companies write the energy policies," Obama said of Romney during a debate that year. "So he's got the oil-and-gas part, but he doesn't have the clean-energy part. And if we are only thinking about tomorrow or the next day and not thinking about 10 years from now, we're not going to control our own economic future."
"Because China, Germany, they're making these investments," Obama continued. "And I'm not going to cede those jobs of the future to those countries. I expect those new energy sources to be built right here in the United States."
It was not entirely up to him, of course, and largely thanks to opposition from congressional Republicans, the United States ended up essentially ceding those industries to foreign competitors, including China. Meaning that Vance and other Republicans (such as Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene [Ga.]) can now argue against the implementation of lower-emission technologies like electric vehicles by describing them as a boon for China. Meaning, too, that Vance can fume about how these industries should be domestic -- exactly what Obama was advocating a decade ago.
In response to Vance's comments, Walz pointed out that the Inflation Reduction Act had included funding for increasing domestic manufacturing of clean energy jobs, including in their home states of Ohio and Minnesota. He pointed out, too, that this was occurring alongside a surge in domestic oil-and-gas production.
"We are seeing us becoming an energy superpower for the future," he said, "not just the current."
He also twisted the knife a bit, noting that Trump had in the past referred to climate change as a "hoax" and that Trump had welcomed oil industry executives to Mar-a-Lago, where he suggested that a $1 billion contribution to boost his campaign would result in a fossil-fuel-friendly president. Walz didn't mention that Trump's presidency had included withdrawing the United States from an international climate compact aimed at, among other things, getting competitors such as China to take stronger steps to combat climate change.
But, of course, the point isn't that Vance is uninformed about climate change or the efforts to reduce carbon-dioxide emissions. The point is that Vance's role is to present an argument that will convince non-fossil fuel executives to support Trump's presidential candidacy, and that Democrats-are-insincere and create-more-jobs-here is the argument he's chosen.
Credit for the viability of those arguments can be given to the Republican Party of a decade ago.
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The one Vance debate moment that thrilled Republicans 
Many Republicans thought Donald Trump's running mate won Tuesday night's debate with Tim Walz. But at a watch party in a crucial county in Wisconsin, one moment in particular had the room buzzing.
By Sabrina Rodriguez | 2024-10-02

Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) speaks during the vice-presidential debate at CBS Studios in New York on Tuesday. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post) 


WAUKESHA, Wis. -- Many Republicans who watched the vice-presidential debate on Tuesday night would say Donald Trump's running mate, Ohio Sen. JD Vance, had the best of his opponent, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz.
But in this crucial county in the swing state of Wisconsin, one moment in particular had a Young Republicans-hosted watch party in the backroom of a local burger bar buzzing with resentment -- and excitement.
Dozens of Wisconsin Republicans congregated here to watch the debate, and anyone watching could see that Vance won over the crowd when he went back and forth with CBS News anchor and moderator Margaret Brennan as she fact-checked his comments on immigration.
Even in a debate full of tense exchanges over fraught subjects -- Israel and Iran, health care and the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol among them -- nothing got these Republicans quite as fired up as when Vance went after the media.
"And just to clarify for our viewers, Springfield, Ohio, does have a large number of Haitian migrants who have legal status ... temporary protected status," Brennan said, after Walz and Vance sparred over false claims that Trump and Vance have amplified that Haitian immigrants in Springfield are eating pets and are in the country illegally.
Some Republicans at the watch party groaned. Others shook their heads. They were angry to see Brennan fact-checking Vance when CBS News had said the moderators wouldn't. And although the majority of Haitian immigrants have legal status, President Joe Biden has changed policy to allow more of them to come in, so they shouldn't be here, some attendees said.
Then Vance pushed back, stopping the moderators from moving onto the next topic, and the room filled with cheers.
"Margaret, the rules were that you guys weren't going to fact check," he said. "And since you're fact checking me, I think it's important to say what's actually going on."
"Yes!" one person yelled as Vance went on about the process for seeking asylum.
Then Brennan stopped Vance and said the candidates' mics had been cut off, and the assembled Republicans yelled with frustration.
"Oh my god!" one man said, lifting his arms up before letting out a deep sigh.
Frustration with the media firing up the Republican base is on-brand in the Trump era: The former president has long attacked the media for its coverage of his political career, rhetoric and actions. He often charges that credible reporting is "fake news," and disparages reporters during his rallies -- going so far as to call journalists "the enemy of the people." And in recent weeks, Trump has repeatedly criticized ABC News's handling of his debate against Vice President Kamala Harris after they fact-checked him multiple times. He argued it was "highly partisan" and that the moderators were ganging up on him.
Polls showed that most Americans thought Harris won her debate with Trump. The public saw no clear winner in Vance's clash with Walz, according to a CNN Instant Poll. But Trump still complained about the moderators.
"Another repeat with the Fake News being unfair to the Republican Candidate, and trying to get the pathetic Democrat across the finish line. But it doesn't matter, the Public sees it for what it is - FAKE NEWS!" Trump posted on Truth Social.
Cindie Zehnder and Cherie Boldt, both sporting pink Trump hats, agreed with the former president's assessment, and they pointed to Vance's exchange with Brennan over immigration as the clearest moment of him effectively pushing back.
"It was him against three," said Zehnder, 64, who is retired. "He didn't become aggressive but he just stuck to the facts. He didn't let the lies go unchecked ... The moderators were awful. They were terrible. They cut him off when they shouldn't, when he really got on point of telling the truth."
Boldt, who owns a public relations and marketing firm, agreed that the moderators were "not being fair at all."
"Their questions were very biased with the woke agenda," she said, pointing to Brennan also fact-checking Vance on the issue of climate change, which is real. "They were presenting it as if it were indeed a fact, and it is not a fact."
Kyle Schroeder, chairman of the Wisconsin Young Republicans, said he felt Vance's handling of the moderators in that moment -- and his broader comments on the need to secure the U.S. southern border -- showed he is a strong leader, especially in contrast to the "overall fumbling and bumbling" that came from Walz.
"JD Vance showed leadership, and that's what we get with Trump and Vance," Schroeder, 28, said. "And we've just seen failures ... She had an opportunity as the border czar to lead this country to be safer, and she just hasn't."
(Trump, Vance and other Republicans have repeatedly, and falsely, characterized Harris as Biden's "border czar," but Harris was never in charge of border policy. She was in charge of tackling the root causes of migration from El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras.)
Only 11 percent of Republicans trust the media a "great deal" or a "fair amount," according to a 2023 Gallup poll on the subject. That compares to 58 percent of Democrats and 29 percent of Independents.
After Trump's complaints about fact-checking during his debate with Harris, CBS had said its moderators would not aggressively fact-check Vance and Walz, instead setting up opportunities for them to respond to each other's claims. So their intervention Tuesday night had many Republicans fuming.
"Of course the Fake News hacks at @CBSNews are only "fact checking" JD Vance, even after they publicly promised they wouldn't engage in their BS fact checks," Donald Trump Jr., the former president's son, complained on X.
The Washington Post's Fact Checker, which reviewed claims by both candidates in the debate, found more than a dozen false or misleading statements. Most were by Vance.
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JD Vance is Trump 2.0
The senator from Ohio carries all of Trump's politics and far less of his baggage.
By Philip Bump | 2024-10-02

Sen. JD Vance appears on-screen on Tuesday while people attend a vice-presidential debate watch party at Dual Citizen Brewing in St. Paul, Minn. (Tim Evans for The Washington Post)


As Donald Trump consolidated power over the Republican Party in 2015 and 2016, his opponents, then still confident that he would not be president, mused at how much more dangerous a candidate who espoused Trump's politics but not his tactics might be. A candidate that dishonestly disparaged immigrants and attacked the foundations of American democracy -- but also refrained from making wild, silly claims and tweeting out attacks at random critics?
Even Trump supporters often (however sincerely) express their desire for such a candidate. I don't like some of the things he says, many will say of Trump, but I agree with his policies. An ideal candidate, then, would be one who could offer Trumpism without Trump.
Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome JD Vance to the stage.
The senator from Ohio and Republican vice-presidential nominee presented himself as this upgraded iteration of Trump during Tuesday night's debate. All of Trump's policies were there, as were various falsehoods about what Trump had done or promised to do as president. But it was packaged as a Yale Law School graduate, someone who exuded the mannerisms and satisfaction of an experienced academic debater. Resolved: Donald Trump should be president and I should be vice president, and I'm going to say what it takes to prevail in this engagement.
At one point, Vance was asked about Trump's pledge to carry out a mass deportation of immigrants living in the United States.
"Could you be more specific about exactly how this will work?" a moderator, CBS News's Margaret Brennan, asked. "For example, would you deport parents who have entered the U.S. illegally and separate them from any of their children who were born on U.S. soil?"
It is hard to know how Trump would have answered such a question, admittedly, since it could have gone in any direction imaginable. Policy questions and pointed queries from non-sycophantic interviewers are not his strength. By contrast, you could sense Vance's comfort in the environment and he dodged the question as if he were remaking "The Matrix."
He pivoted to criticize the policies of the Biden administration (blamed on Vice President Kamala Harris, naturally) and peppered the answer with false claims about the problem. (There are not "20 [or] 25 million" undocumented immigrants in the country, nor did the government "lose" 320,000 children.) He assured the moderator that he would answer her question but instead simply pledged to prioritize the deportation of immigrants in the country who have criminal records.
Brennan didn't let it slide, again pressing him on the specific question about stripping parents from their children. He deftly sidestepped the question again, attacking the administration.
It's easy to lose sight of the extent to which the question itself and the proposal it reflects is an extreme outlier in American political history. Vance's presentation of himself as a normal, sober politician -- something that was very obviously one of his goals coming into the evening -- was aided by Trump's having already injected these ideas into the national conversation. A sign of the extent to which a policy of mass deportation has simply become another policy plank was when CBS's on-screen graphic summarized the candidates' housing policy proposals and included "mass deportation to ease demand" among the items on a list topped with smiling photos of Trump and Vance. And there was Vance, smiling in the debate, assuring people that all of it would be fine, this deportation of millions of people, and it went down easier given the lack of sidebars about the dining habits of Hannibal Lecter.
This was the pattern over and over. Vance was asked to explain things that he or his running mate had done or promised, and he parlayed the questions into the things he wanted to talk about instead. A question about health care evolved into a ridiculous claim that Trump had saved the Affordable Care Act as president, legislation that Trump tried repeatedly to dismantle. A question about abortion gave Vance a chance to offer empathy, telling a truncated story about a friend who'd had an abortion -- and then saying that the lesson was that Republicans have "got to do so much better of a job at earning the American peoples' trust back on this issue."
He and his Democratic opponent, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, engaged in a characteristically Midwestern engagement with plenty of generosity and comity on display. For Vance, this was an existential need, given his public perception. It was also an effective mask for just how extreme the issues under consideration were: mass deportations, sweeping restrictions on abortion access, Vance's disparagements of his own constituents. The debate felt like a return to normal after nine years of Trump, which is the best thing that could happen to a Trump agenda that deviates so widely from normalcy.
Where Vance fumbled the most obviously was when he was presented with a position he couldn't dodge. He is Trump's running mate in part because he's been willing to parrot and champion Trump's claims about the validity of the 2020 election and how it should have been addressed. He tried to pivot this against his opponents as well, suggesting that it was "really rich for Democratic leaders to say that Donald Trump is a unique threat to democracy" given that the former president "peacefully gave over power on January the 20th as we have done for 250 years in this country." As a parent of young kids, Vance should understand that finally doing what's required does not excuse the kicking, screaming temper tantrum.
When Walz demanded that Vance admit that Trump had lost the 2020 election, Vance didn't have a good answer ready, if there was one to be had. He tried to pivot into a flimsy attack on Harris (centered on efforts to stamp out misinformation during the covid pandemic) without addressing Walz's point. And that, of course, was the answer, the answer that Walz and anyone else would have expected.
That's the problem with being Trump 2.0 in the moment: Vance is still tied to Trump's idiosyncrasies. There are other problems, too, to be sure, including that Vance lacks Trump's flair and ability to compel the Republican base. But nearly a decade into Trump's dominance of the GOP, we got a glimpse on Tuesday night of how Trumpism will evolve: more polish and more traditional political mannerisms doing a better job of masking the extremism and dishonesty that define Trump's politics.
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Melania Trump joins an unbroken line of pro-choice GOP first ladies
Since the 1970s, Republican first ladies have spurned their president husbands' stances on abortion.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-10-03

Former first lady Melania Trump onstage at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on July 18. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post) 


Melania Trump's revelation on Thursday that she has been a passionate believer in abortion rights throughout her "entire adult life" has been met with no small amount of cynicism.
Does the former and possibly future first lady, who has rarely expressed her views on any political issue, really feel that women should "have autonomy in deciding their preference of having children, based on their own convictions, free from any intervention or pressure from the government," as she wrote in her forthcoming book, a copy of which was obtained by the Guardian?
Or is this declaration, coming just a month before the election, timed to help her husband, who is struggling to overcome the backlash generated by the U.S. Supreme Court's 2022 decision to overturn half-century-old Roe v. Wade?
Or maybe she just wants to sell books.
It's possible -- and I'd say, probable -- that all are true. It's also worth noting that Trump is joining an unbroken line of Republican first ladies who, since Roe was decided, have held personal views in favor of abortion rights that are at odds with those of their husbands' administrations.
Among them, only Betty Ford was willing to say so publicly while in the White House. In a 1975 interview with "60 Minutes," she called Roe "the best thing in the world" and a "great, great decision," despite the fact that Gerald Ford opposed abortion and supported a constitutional amendment to ban it.
Then again, the country had never seen a first lady quite like her. After that interview, White House press secretary Ron Nessen told reporters: "The president has long since ceased to be perturbed or surprised by his wife's remarks."
Nor would it have mattered if the president had objected. As Betty Ford put it at a women's conference a couple months after that interview: "Why should my husband's job or yours prevent us from being ourselves? Being ladylike does not require silence."
Nancy Reagan, on the other hand, did not declare "I believe in a woman's choice" until 1994, more than five years after Ronald Reagan left office. But her views were no secret within the upper echelons of her husband's White House. When I was researching for a biography of her, Reagan White House chief of staff James Baker told me she made sure Ronald Reagan, though an ardent foe of abortion, did not appear in person at the annual March for Life in Washington. Instead, he addressed the marchers over a speaker.
Baker's successor as chief of staff, Donald Regan, wrote in his own memoir that the first lady once told him: "I don't give a damn about the right-to-lifers."
In her later years, Nancy Reagan became a champion of embryonic stem-cell research, which put her at odds with the antiabortion movement and President George W. Bush.
In 1980, when George H.W. Bush joined Reagan's ticket -- and had to reverse his previous support for abortion rights to do so -- Barbara Bush struggled with the morality of the issue.
Biographer Susan Page discovered a four-page memo Barbara Bush wrote to herself, in which she pondered when the humanity of a fetus begins. "When does the soul enter the body is the #1 question," she wrote, adding, "If the answer to that question is at conception, then abortion is murder. If the answer to that question is the moment the first breath is taken, then abortion is not murder."
It was widely assumed during George H.W. Bush's presidency that the first lady was in favor of abortion rights, but she did not make that public until the 1994 publication of her memoir, in which she wrote that while the number of abortions is "unacceptable," the decision whether to have one should be "a personal issue -- between the mother, father, and doctor."
Laura Bush, her daughter-in-law, dodged the question of abortion when George W. Bush was running for president in 2000, saying she wasn't the candidate. But with the publication of her autobiography in 2010, she too opened up about her disagreement on the issue with her husband. "I think it's important that it remain legal, because I think it's important for people, for medical reasons and other reasons," Laura Bush said.
So now comes Melania Trump. "Why should anyone other than the woman herself have the power to determine what she does with her own body?" she wrote. "A woman's fundamental right of individual liberty, to her own life, grants her the authority to terminate her pregnancy if she wishes."
What makes her different from all of her predecessors is that her husband was instrumental, through his selections to the U.S. Supreme Court, in taking that right away from women across the country. What does she make of that? I guess we will have to wait for her next book to find out.
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Is enthusiasm for Trump waning? I answered your questions.
Karen's live chat with readers started at 12 p.m. ET on Thursday. Read the transcript.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-10-03
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I've written many dark and stormy columns on free speech. Not this one.
A small-town Massachusetts library offers a glimmer of hope on free speech.
By Megan McArdle | 2024-10-03

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) at the vice-presidential debate on Tuesday in New York. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post) 


For the past 10 years, I've watched in dismay as institution after institution abandoned what I had believed were bedrock commitments to free speech, to open inquiry and to institutional neutrality.
Under pressure from mostly left-wing activists -- many of them working inside the institutions -- universities disinvited speakers and punished professors for wrongthink. Publishers refused to print books whose subjects or authors were deemed offensive. The publisher of the New York Times demanded the resignation of my former boss, a hell of a journalist, for running an op-ed that expressed an opinion shared by more than half the population.
I have written many dark and stormy columns, warning of the dangers this posed to society and to the institutions. Now, for the first time, I am going to write the almost-sunny version.
At long last, it feels as if the tide is finally turning. Last year, the New York Times stared down activists who tried to make it alter its coverage of transgender issues. In September, the new president of Stanford University, which last year saw a conservative speaker shouted down, gave a speech in which he declared that "the university's purpose is not political action or social justice. It is to create an environment in which learning thrives." Even when I'm tempted to despair, I keep finding reasons for hope.
No improvement in human affairs happens all at once, and there is much more progress to be made. Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D), who might soon be one heartbeat away from the presidency, has falsely suggested that "there is no guarantee to free speech on misinformation or hate speech." When Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) challenged him on that position on the debate stage Tuesday night, he defended himself with the tired canard that, "You can't yell 'fire' in a crowded theater. That's the test. That's the Supreme Court test."
As Nico Perrino, executive vice president of the Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression, explained, it is not the test. It's a misquote of a line from a 1919 case. That case, by the way, upheld the convictions of anti-conscription activists for passing out pamphlets, which is now viewed as obviously protected speech.
But I said this was going to be a sunny column, so let's move from Walz's error and turn to the public library in Tewksbury, Mass., which provides another example of institutions renewing our public commitment to free speech.
Last March, the Tewksbury Public Library held a virtual event on transgender participation in sports, featuring trans journalist and activist Erin Reed. Showing an admirable commitment to presenting all sides of a thorny issue, the library also reached out to Gregory Brown, a professor who studies exercise science at the University of Nebraska, to give a talk titled "Males and Females Are Different, and That Matters in Sports," which was scheduled for Wednesday.
Unfortunately, this week, the library canceled the talk, issuing a news release that said: "In considering this program and resulting comments, we discovered a lack of statistically significant research to support either viewpoint favoring or disfavoring transgender participation in sports. We determined that we cannot facilitate a factual, good-faith presentation on this topic as we had hoped. In addition, the levels of intolerance for discussion around this issue has brought bullying to our staff."
This looked like a big loss for free speech. Here was a government-funded institution effectively committing viewpoint discrimination -- a big no-no under the First Amendment. This was excused for a bunch of bad reasons.
Letting activists shut down speech they don't like by making themselves unpleasant is known as a "heckler's veto," and it is inimical to the principles of free inquiry. Moreover, the demand for "statistically significant research" is a red herring.
More studies on this topic are needed, but there is some rigorous research suggesting that trans women have on average some significant athletic advantages over biological females, which raises legitimate questions about letting them compete in women's events. Furthermore,  this is what blogger Scott Alexander calls an "isolated demand for rigor": favoring one side of an issue by requiring the other side -- and only the other side -- to meet a high burden of proof. This kind of methodological manipulation is becoming incredibly common, even in academic research, and it poisons our ability to make rational, evidence-based decisions.
So why is this a happy story? Because a few hours after I called the director of the Tewksbury Public Library for comment (she never responded), I got hold of Brown. To my delight, he told me that within the past hour, the library had reached out to him and asked him to give his talk after all, possibly because there was strong pushback against this decision by members of the community. It has been rescheduled for Thursday night.
Obviously, it would have been better if the library had ignored the self-appointed censors all along. But this is a better outcome than I'd dared to hope for until recently. Bullies tried to prevent the public from hearing views they didn't like. Citizens who wanted to be better informed demanded to be allowed to hear all sides of the issue. And town officials did the right thing. The good guys won, and so did the public.
For the sake of the country, may there be many more such victories. And if I may add a more immediate hope -- may Gov. Walz tune in on Thursday night to learn what a free society looks like in action.
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'A tough choice between a knucklehead and a snake oil salesman'
Readers weigh in on the debate between JD Vance and Tim Walz.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-10-03

JD Vance and Tim Walz take part in the vice-presidential debate on Tuesday. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


This week's vice-presidential debate offered a tough choice between a knucklehead, as  Tim Walz called himself, and a snake oil salesman. JD Vance did a good job supporting the lies of Donald Trump. He appeared likable and reasonable. His record shows he is neither. He previously compared Mr. Trump to Hitler but is now his running mate. Mr. Vance is scarier than Mr. Trump; Mr. Trump doesn't hide his extreme opinions, arrogance and nastiness. At least with an occasional knucklehead you get the truth when it matters. Most, if not all, politicians stretch the truth or flat out lie. Vote for decency. Vote for the knucklehead and his running mate.
Stephen Anderson, Herndon
Of all participants in the 2024 presidential and vice-presidential debates -- President Joe Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris, former president Donald Trump, Ohio Sen. JD Vance  and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz -- Mr. Vance is the youngest. Yet, he came across as the most presidential.
William Sansalone, Bethesda
A likely unintended consequence of the vice-presidential debate is  that many Republicans will be left wishing Ohio Sen. JD Vance  was their party's presidential candidate. He was able to respond to policy questions, remain calm in the face of provocation and be coherent. By coming across as somewhat reasonable, agreeing at times with Gov. Tim Walz, and being respectful and polite, he made Donald Trump's botched performance look even more disastrous. No doubt, most pundits will call the debate a draw in which no major gaffes were made, but what will no doubt be commented on is that Mr. Vance did not come across as extreme as he did on the campaign trail. The biggest loser in this year's presidential debates was Donald Trump, who was outclassed by Mr. Vance, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and Vice President Kamala Harris.
George Magakis, Jr., Norristown, Pa.
I went to bed Tuesday night thankful the two men on the debate stage for over 90 minutes were not running to be president. Obviously, if the Republicans were to win on Nov. 5, Sen. JD Vance might assume that position before 2028. I have to assume the positions and ideas Mr. Vance defended onstage were dictated by Donald Trump. His repeated opinions of the supposed success of Mr. Trump's presidency and the failures of Kamala Harris's vice presidency should have been strongly questioned by her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz. President Joe Biden was not even in the room. On the other hand, Mr. Vance is bright and made his points, even the false ones, with clarity and strength.
Mr. Walz seemed to be exactly what he is: a kind, liberal Midwesterner with a  farming, teaching, coaching, gubernatorial and legislative background. But how strong would he be in keeping alliances, creating a charge for new ideas at a Group of 7 meeting or becoming the most important leader in the world? His performance Tuesday  night did not answer that question for me.
My politics and ideals could not be more different from those of Mr. Vance. But if these two gentlemen were running for the presidency, it would be extremely difficult for me to vote for either one.
Barry H. Epstein, Silver Spring
Tuesday night's debate was surreal: civil and calm to the point of being almost unbelievable. But there was one talking point in particular that kept reminding us about the troubled times that we live in: JD Vance's repeated claims that Vice President Kamala Harris has had four years to do what she says she would do as president. I don't know what they teach at Yale, but one would think someone as educated and well-spoken as Mr. Vance would know the details of the job he is asking the American public to entrust him with. The vice president is not the president: Their duties are minimal and their power unremarkable. And in regard to a vice president's main duty, to preside over the Senate, Ms.  Harris has cast more tiebreaking votes than any of her predecessors.
It's disingenuous on Mr. Vance's part to imply that Ms. Harris makes promises and doesn't keep them, unless implying, as many of his GOP friends do, that President Joe Biden is not the one in control.
For all the anecdotes about his life and family, for all the civility he was able to display, Mr. Vance is Donald Trump's running mate for a reason. Mr. Vance, once a humble nobody from Appalachia, has risen to the top of the ticket by sacrificing his roots for the allure of the stage. Hopefully, this debate has shown the public that Mr. Vance will say just about anything for power, even obscuring his own potential job description.
Amaan Bhimani, Atlanta
JD Vance had a clear mission: sane-wash Trumpism, distract people from Donald Trump's lunatic statements and, to a lesser extent, make them forget his own outrageous statements. He set out to accomplish this by appearing reasonable, being courteous to Tim Walz and remaining civil throughout Tuesday evening, even as he told one lie after another and mischaracterized Kamala Harris's positions at every turn.
Perhaps his biggest whopper was his claim that as president Mr. Trump saved Obamacare. I expected his nose to grow 10 inches when he said that. He revealed his true colors at the end of the debate when, after trying to sweep the insurrection fomented by Mr. Trump on Jan. 6, 2021, under the rug, he refused to say Mr. Trump lost the 2020 election. In a close election, even a few voters can make a big difference in swing states. Mr. Walz didn't seem capable of exposing Mr. Vance's lies. By failing to do so, Mr. Walz let his side down.
Stephen L. Newman, Toronto
I watched the vice-presidential debate with great interest. While I was impressed with the civility, I wanted to scream for Tim Walz to make certain points that he did not make.
First, JD Vance alluded to a peaceful transition of power on Jan. 20, 2021. He  ignored the events of Jan. 6. He suggested Donald Trump merely called for a peaceful protest as though Mr. Trump had no role in what happened. Mr. Walz failed to make the appropriate counter argument: The issue is not whether Mr. Trump incited the crowd (though he did) but rather that Mr. Trump did nothing to stop the insurrection for hours. That was inexcusable. His inaction is not debatable, and it is not mentioned often enough. Furthermore, Mr. Trump inflamed the crowd with his tweet that his own vice president, Mike Pence "didn't have the courage" to do as Mr. Trump wished and challenge the election results. I wish Mr. Walz had hammered home these points.
Another example was Mr. Vance's absurd statement that Mr. Trump protected the Affordable Care Act, when he attempted to repeal it in 2017, and Republicans effectively removed the individual mandate beginning in 2019. The individual mandate was one of the three pillars that the ACA was founded on. It is disingenuous for Republicans to remove it and then argue that the structure is not solid.
Furthermore, Mr. Vance stated that those with preexisting conditions would still be covered under Mr. Trump's health-care plan. What he did not say is that the risk pools would not be shared, such that while those with preexisting conditions  would still be covered, their premiums  would skyrocket. Mr. Walz should have said clearly and repeatedly that, as with taxes, this is yet another way in which Mr. Trump favors the fortunate at the expense of those who are less fortunate.
I was impressed by the civility Mr. Vance showed, but civility is not enough. After all, a wolf in sheep's clothing is still a wolf and should not be trusted.
Mark Lopatin, Jamison, Pa.
I have been watching political debates for five decades. I thought I had seen everything until  JD Vance seemed to blame just about all the nation's problems on undocumented immigrants.
In Mr. Vance's world, the price of housing is high. That is because of all of the undocumented immigrants looking for housing, not because the United States has been slow to build more homes or because of fluctuations in mortgage rates. The crime rate is high (in fact, it's falling) because undocumented immigrants are more likely to commit crimes than native-born Americans (statistically false). Fentanyl deaths are out of control (again, they're falling), which is also the fault of undocumented immigrants.
The only thing that Mr. Vance did not blame on undocumented immigrants was Hurricane Helene.
Lee Hurwitz, Rockville
Just as the Rosetta Stone led scholars to unlock Egyptian hieroglyphics, one question unlocks this political era: Who won the 2020 election?
Any answer or non-answer is revealing.
JD Vance's "damning non-answer," as Tim  Walz called it, ought to be election-ending.
Steven T. Corneliussen, Poquoson, Va.
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'I wanted more prosecutor, less schoolteacher': Columnists on Walz's performance
Walz did no harm to himself or the campaign. But he squandered several opportunities.
By Karen Tumulty, Ruth Marcus, Dana Milbank | 2024-10-03
On the latest episode of "Impromptu," columnists Karen Tumulty, Dana Milbank and Ruth Marcus dissect the debate performances of the veeps-in-waiting -- and find that Tim Walz could have done better.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Karen Tumulty: Do you think JD Vance helped himself?
Dana Milbank: Well, it may be a steep hill, and there's only one direction to go and that was up. Yeah, I suspect it probably helps him at the margin. Vance, I think it's been widely acknowledged, sort of won on technical points as a debater.
Walz -- I mean, he was fine. But I was kind of surprised. I thought he was a better debater than that. Maybe that was my own failure to pay attention. He was just stumbling along. And it was even fairly late in the debate when he said that some of his best friends are school shooters. It was certainly not a great night for him.
Tumulty: Well, the other point is that JD Vance has been spending a lot of his time in interview settings, including in hostile interview settings. And I think that that builds up your self-confidence and your sure-footedness. And that showed last night, because the Harris-Walz campaign has been keeping the vice-presidential nominee away from interviews, away from these sorts of settings. And so you could just see how nervous he was from the very moment.
Ruth Marcus: He was incredibly nervous. The debate started out on the question of the Mideast and the Iranian strikes, and that was where it needed to start, given the news of the day. But it was also the worst place for Tim Walz to have its start.
If a vice-presidential debate is about doing no harm, I think Walz did not do himself harm and Vance did himself some good to the extent that it's possible to do and that it matters. But I think Walz just left a lot of opportunities on the table. Bring me the prosecutor who was there in the form of Vice President Kamala Harris at the presidential debate. I wanted more prosecutor, less schoolteacher! You know you can do it in a Minnesota Nice way, I think. But he just, for most of the time, did not jab back at Vance.
I don't think it changes the outcome. I don't think it harms Walz. But it was an opportunity squandered.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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After his watch collection, Trump should consider selling this merch 
Edith Pritchett cartoon on Trump campaign merch. 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-10-03

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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Psst. Don't tell anyone, but we might get a female president.
Unlike 2016, we've kept quiet about Harris's potential historic presidency. 
By Kate Cohen | 2024-10-03
We made some noise about it in 2016.
During her campaign for president, Hillary Clinton's gender was much discussed -- by her opponent, who accused her of "constantly playing the woman card." By pundits wondering whether the nation was ready to elect a woman. By the candidate herself, who touted her own nomination as "a milestone in our nation's march toward a more perfect union." And, of course, by voters like me who honored history by wearing pantsuits to the polls. I brought my daughter, too. The next morning I hid under the covers and made my husband tell her that Clinton had lost.
This time we're quiet -- from superstition, maybe, or from knowing how hope can plant a land mine in your heart.
Kamala Harris is keeping it quiet, too, campaigning in unisex Converse sneakers rather than in heels. When she accepted the nomination, she didn't mention her gender at all. She's running as a child of the middle class, as a prosecutor, as our best hope of defeating Donald Trump. She's not running to become the first female president of the United States.
I think she's right not to. We shouldn't vote for her because she's a woman. We should vote for her because, in stark contrast to her opponent, she's a capable, compassionate public servant trying to make America a better place.
But if she wins and this country happens to elect a woman to its highest office? That, too, would make America a better place.
Not, I hasten to say, because women have some essential qualities that men lack. Or because a female leader will necessarily work to improve the lives of women; Margaret Thatcher put that notion to rest in the 1980s. When the BBC's "Woman's Hour" asked the British prime minister about providing child care to working women, Thatcher said, if "mothers want to keep their hand in when their children are small, they should perhaps do a little part-time work with the help of an aunt or a granny." Sound familiar?
Nevertheless, Thatcher did do something undeniably good for British women and girls: She made them perceive themselves differently. Feminist author Natasha Walter, no fan of Tory politics, has written that, "Girls who grew up when she was running the country were able to imagine leadership as a female quality in a way that girls today struggle to do."
Research bears out this link, this daisy chain of role modeling. More women leaders means more women see themselves as potential leaders, more girls dial up their ambitions and more women run for office. One study found that the election of a female governor or U.S. senator increased the number of female legislative candidates in subsequent elections in that state as well as neighboring states, and its authors concluded "that women in major offices are crucial for women's representation."
You can see the Catch-22 embedded in that, can't you?
If it matters whether women have other role models in the professions to which they might aspire -- and study after study shows it does -- then women have had an upward climb through the sucking mud even after the dismantling of most of the legal and structural barriers to full female participation in professional and political life.
And how long ago was that? Since the pill? Since the Civil Rights Acts? Since Title IX?
Compared with millennia of men in charge -- as enshrined in and enforced by the three major monotheistic religions -- the century that American women have had the right to vote is nothing.
Sometimes I think, after 248 years of the United States and 45 men as president, what's taking so long? And then I remember, it's been essentially 12 minutes since women could take out our own damn credit cards.
The fact that we're this close -- and with a woman of color, no less, and all the extra sucking mud that involves -- is miraculous.
When Harris was born, 60 years ago this month, women could not serve on a jury in all 50 states. They had to have a male relative sign a business loan. They had no legal recourse against sexual harassment or marital rape. There was no no-fault divorce. They could get the pill, but only if they were married. They could not get a legal abortion unless their lives were in danger, and they could be fired for getting pregnant. They could not be admitted to Harvard College or the U.S. Military Academy or join their local Rotary, Kiwanis or Lions Club. Among the Fortune 500 companies, there was not a single female CEO.
To get to the point where she might become the first female U.S. president, Harris first had to become the first female district attorney of San Francisco, the first female attorney general of California and the first female vice president of the United States.
After that win, she did talk about making history. "While I may be the first woman in this office," she said, "I won't be the last. Because every little girl watching tonight sees that this is a country of possibilities."
My own girl was 15 then; she's now about to vote in her first presidential election. This time, I won't buy a special outfit. But if Harris wins, I might get us each a pair of Converse sneakers. I like how you can make great strides in them without making much noise.
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Why you should read Ta-Nehisi Coates's new book 
"The Message," Ta-Nehisi Coates's first major examination of politics in the Biden era, lives up to the hype.
By Perry Bacon | 2024-10-03

This cover image released by One World shows "The Message" by Ta-Nehisi Coates. (One World/AP) 


Two products of Howard University will spend this month traveling across the country and talking about politics. But while Vice President Kamala Harris (Class of 1986) is being circumspect, trying to assure moderate and conservative voters that she isn't too liberal for them, Ta-Nehisi Coates (who attended Howard from 1993-1999 and teaches there now but didn't earn a degree) is giving an unvarnished account of America and the world in 2024.
We should all be listening to him, too.
Coates's latest book, "The Message," was published this week. An author putting out another book is being treated by the media as a major event -- with write-ups and profiles of Coates all over. But the hype is justified. Coates's work, particularly his essays in the Atlantic "The Case for Reparations" and "The First White President" (Donald Trump), were not only some of the best pieces of journalism of the past few decades but also the most influential. They helped push the Democratic Party, the mainstream media and other institutions to focus more on enduring racial disparities and racism in the United States and move beyond the mistaken belief that the country had become post-racial because Barack Obama was elected president.
Coates left the Atlantic in 2018 and shifted to fiction and graphic novel writing. So "The Message" is his first big foray into politics since Joe Biden became president. Like Coates's prior work, the writing in this book is lyrical, the reporting richly detailed, and almost every page offers a new and important insight or articulates an idea you had in your head but hadn't fully put together.
I'm not going to formally review the book, nor do I want to summarize "The Message," which I highly encourage you to read yourself. But as someone who studies politics, policy and racial issues, I want to highlight some of the intellectual contributions of the book. In the 2010s, Coates changed the way I and many others (including Obama, I suspect) thought about the country. "The Message" isn't as groundbreaking as Coates's reparations essay, but it contains some important ideas.
1. A case for Black internationalism
The book is made up of essays from reporting trips Coates took to Senegal; Israel and the Palestinian territories; and Chapin, a town near Columbia, S.C., where there was an effort to ban a teacher from using his book "Between the World and Me" in one of her writing classes.
Coates passionately argues that Israel's treatment of the Palestinians is an abomination. He rightly criticizes the media for its "elevation of complexity over justice" in coverage of the conflict between the two groups. It's important that Coates, one of the country's most prominent writers, is making these arguments, as leaders in both parties continue to defend essentially whatever Israel does.
That said, if you've read commentators who are skeptical of Israel, Coates is making a familiar case -- even if it's enhanced by his excellent writing and reporting. What's particularly notable is Coates's connection of the Palestinians' struggles to those of Black people in the United States and in Africa.
Writing about other countries wasn't previously a major part of Coates's work. During the 2010s, publications such as the Atlantic and The Post were more willing to let their staffers, particularly African American ones, detail America's past and present anti-Black policies. But much of that writing, my own included, was very focused on the United States. Coates is now telling a global story of how racism at home and colonialism and White supremacy abroad are intertwined.
"Those who claimed Israel as the only democracy in the Middle East were just as likely to claim that America was the oldest democracy in the world. And both claims relied on excluding whole swaths of the population," Coates writes.
2. A case for a bit of racial optimism
In the past four years, we've seen huge backlash to the Black Lives Matter movement and George Floyd protests. Republican-controlled states passed numerous laws to prevent schools and universities from teaching books and academic doctrines that highlight racism. Centrist Democrats didn't go that far, but they adopted language ("wokeness") and unsubstantiated political theories (claiming Democrats' use of phrases such as "systemic racism" is a major reason the party isn't doing better in elections) that underscored their discomfort with this new civil rights activism.
I've been disheartened. What if all the protests and writing of the 2010s ultimately won't lead to anything? Coates agrees that policy momentum has stalled. But as he tells the story of a woman risking her career to keep his book in her classroom, Coates is surprisingly optimistic.
"Policy change is an end point, not an origin," he writes. "The cradle of material change is in our imagination and ideas. ... We have the burden of crafting new language and stories that allow people to imagine that new policies are possible. And now, even here in Chapin, some people, not most (it is hardly ever most), had, through the work of Black writers, begun the work of imagining."
It felt good and reassuring to read that. I'm still pessimistic, though. Colleges in liberal areas are restricting protests and even language that is critical of Israel, in some ways mirroring the red-state crackdown on the works of writers such as Coates. I worry that the 2020s will be an era not of policies catching up to ideas, but instead of ideas being warped or suppressed to align with existing policies. For example, centrist Democrats and Republicans have made it seem as if calls to "defund the police" mean that activists want to take all cops off the street immediately and let murderers and rapists roam free.
3. A case for journalism
I often question my choice of profession these days. Harris and Trump are dueling to be the favorite candidate of the cryptocurrency industry, even though so much journalism over the past decade has shown the problems caused by speculative finance and worship of new technology. Journalists all but begged Republicans to nominate anyone but the man who tried to overturn the election results after he lost. GOP voters still chose Trump.
Does journalism no longer matter? More broadly, in a world of podcasts and TikTok, is the written word irrelevant?
It's not surprising that Coates, who writes books and teaches writing at a college, still thinks that written journalism is useful. But I was struck by how empathic he was on this point. The book is written as a kind of letter to his students at Howard. Coates spends little time detailing the news industry's challenges, from the declining number of jobs to shrinking audiences.
His audience for the book, Coates writes, "is young writers everywhere whose task is nothing less than doing their part to save the world."
Coates made his trip to Israel and the Palestinian territories before the Hamas attack on Oct. 7 last year and Israel's military offensive in response. He doesn't address the past year there. The book also doesn't focus on Biden or Trump and was likely finalized before Harris became the Democratic nominee.
In some ways, that lack of currentness makes "The Message" an even better read, particularly right now. Harris is trying to win an election over the next few weeks, which to her necessitates rarely talking about racism, proposing ideas to make it harder for people desperately seeking a better life to enter the United States and supporting Israel even as it kills thousands of civilians in Gaza.
Coates is trying to change America and the world years and even decades from now, which to him means laying out ideas and theories that aren't achievable today.
I hope one Howard alum is successful in the short run -- and the other in the long run.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/10/03/why-read-ta-nehisi-coates-new-book-message/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



A rape trial with 51 defendants challenges French sexual mores
A disturbing French rape trial features a brave victim, Gisele Pelicot, and 51 defendants, including her ex-husband.
By Lee Hockstader | 2024-10-03

Gisele Pelicot arrives at court in Avignon, France, on Sept. 17. (Christophe Simon/AFP/Getty Images)


PARIS -- Predators and pedophiles, especially the celebrity variety, long enjoyed not just protection in France but also a certain prestige. For decades their abuse and crimes were excused, ignored and rationalized, even glamorized.
For several years after #MeToo forced a reckoning in the United States, it was widely belittled by French cultural luminaries as a banal eruption of American pearl-clutching -- puritanical Yanks yoked to "le wokisme."
Pedophiles in particular enjoyed a pedigree among Parisian leftist elites who came of age during the cultural tumult of 1968. Their emblematic slogan, "It is forbidden to forbid," endowed adults who preyed on children with the status of savants. Ten percent of French adults tell pollsters they were victims of incest as children.
As for garden-variety sexual aggression, and complaints about it, both were routinely shrugged off by French politicians and public intellectuals, including women.
When the French movie idol Gerard Depardieu, long accused and more recently indicted on  a charge of rape (he denies wrongdoing), was shown in a 2023 documentary making lewd and sexist remarks -- including about a 10-year-old girl on horseback -- his defenders included President Emmanuel Macron. Depardieu, Macron said late last year, was a "genius" who "makes France proud."
There have been so many supposed turning points in France's sexual climate -- shocking memoirs, televised confrontations, the high and mighty exposed as harassers -- that it's risky to suppose some new one will shock the national conscience. But a trial now underway in the southern city of Avignon might be a real watershed.
It involves Gisele Pelicot, 72, a wife, mother and grandmother who was allegedly drugged, rendered unconscious and raped by more than 80 men over the course of years. The husband she has now divorced has admitted in court to orchestrating it all -- and videotaping the assaults.
Pelicot has waived the right to anonymity available to victims in French rape cases, a stunningly brave decision. Appearing in court day after day, a portrait of dignity and determination, she has been lionized as a feminist icon and an inspiration to other abuse victims.
France isn't unusual as a country where sexual assault is common and predators have often escaped notice. But the Pelicot trial has spotlighted what many regard as an ingrained feature of French society and challenged the convention by which the very idea of sexual immorality has been regarded as an oxymoron.
It "is not the trial of these men in particular, who are after all very ordinary, but rather the system that allows their existence that we must confront as a society," Christelle Taraud, a French historian, wrote in the magazine Le Nouvel Obs.
The ordinariness of the trial's defendants -- 51, including her former husband, ages 26 to 74 -- dovetails with the by-now plain vanilla French view that sex itself is a victimless free-for-all and that the notion of consent is highly fungible even when children are concerned.
In France, director Roman Polanski was welcomed with open arms when he fled the United States after admitting to having raped a 13-year-old girl in the United States in 1973. Many in France considered him the victim of a witch hunt.
French intellectuals circled the wagons for more than 30 years to protect an acclaimed (though little read) novelist, Gabriel Matzneff, whose writing glorified raping boys and girls as young as 8 years old, including during sex tours in Asia. His defenders included French President Francois Mitterrand. When a Canadian journalist had the gall to challenge Matzneff in a televised interview, in 1990, she was skewered by France's literary elite. It took a bombshell memoir to finally disgrace him, in 2020, by a woman who had been one of his underage victims.
Then there's the sordid tale of Dominique Strauss-Kahn, the former French politician who, as head of the International Monetary Fund, was accused in 2011 of sexually assaulting a chambermaid at a New York hotel. Charges were eventually dropped, and Strauss-Kahn's political career crumbled, but not before French establishment grandees, among whom Strauss-Kahn's sexual conduct had been widely known for years, condemned his perp walk in the Big Apple as beneath the great man's station.
"Had DSK faced the same accusation in Paris, it might never have come out. In New York, he was arrested," wrote Simon Kuper, a British journalist for the Financial Times, who dissected French sexual mores in his book "Impossible City: Paris in the Twenty-First Century."
The Pelicot trial seems to have shifted the national conversation, at least for now. Toxic masculinity, even men generally, are said to be in the dock. In the left-leaning newspaper Liberation, more than 200 culturally prominent men signed a manifesto condemning "masculine domination" and proclaiming, "all men, without exception, benefit from a system that dominates women."
But already the backlash has begun, with its what's-the-big-deal subtext. The mayor of Mazan, the small town where Pelicot's serial abuse allegedly took place, noted in a BBC interview that, after all, no one had been killed.
And so the equivocators gather force, injecting occlusion in place of clarity. Who can say how much trauma has been buried under the avalanche of French denialism?
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How a wonky centrist catchphrase explains Harris's platform
Harris is embracing the idea that America can solve problems by getting better and faster at building things.
By Jordan Weissmann | 2024-10-03

Vice President Kamala Harris in Pittsburgh on Sept. 25. (David Muse/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Jordan Weissmann is an economics and politics journalist in D.C. His work has appeared in Slate, the Atlantic and Semafor.
When Kamala Harris talks about her economic plans on the stump, she tends to lean on kitchen table language about bringing down the cost of living for families and creating opportunities for the middle class.
But if you really want to understand the ideas tying together big planks of her platform, it's helpful to be familiar with a two-word catchphrase that has captured the imagination of the coastal wonk class in recent years. The Democratic nominee increasingly appears to be running on an "abundance agenda."
Born in a 2022 article by the Atlantic's Derek Thompson, that term has caught on as a useful shorthand for the notion that the United States could solve many of its biggest problems if we just got better and faster at building things.
The country needs more housing, transit infrastructure and clean energy if it wants to defeat challenges such as sky-high rents and climate change, the argument goes. These initiatives will require lots of public spending, like President Joe Biden's renewable power subsidies. But they'll also require pruning the dense thicket of regulations that make the construction of just about everything in this country a painstakingly slow and expensive task. The view is a mix of progressives' love of active government with libertarians' loathing of bureaucracy.
As Harris put it during her big economic speech in Pittsburgh last week: "In America, it takes too long and it costs too much to build." She vowed to work with Congress and state governments on permitting reforms to speed projects up and "cut red tape," whether it's a new apartment tower or new factory.
"The Empire State Building, you know how long it took to build that? One year. The Pentagon, you know how long that took? 16 months," Harris remarked. "No one can tell me we can't build quickly in our country."
As far as I know, Harris has never uttered the words "abundance agenda" on the trail -- which is almost certainly for the best, given that her goal is to win over swing voters, not think tankers.
But with her call for far-reaching permitting reforms and recent positioning on energy and housing, she has been leaning hard into many of the core ideas behind the catchphrase. It's a welcome shift from early in her campaign, when Harris appeared to be veering in the opposite direction. She seemed to suggest she would take on inflation by implementing expansive rules against "price gouging," and she backed Biden's call for temporary national rent controls -- populist feints that play well with some voters but can backfire by warping economic incentives for businesses.
Those proposals have taken a back seat in her campaign now, at least if the detailed platform she released last week is any guide.
Harris's housing plan, for instance, is a sprawling collection of ideas, but the one thread tying most of it together is the goal of creating more homes, and fast. It includes subsidies for first-time home buyers and affordable housing developers. She proposes a $40 billion "innovation" fund that could encourage states to relax zoning rules that hamstring development. The rent cap gets nary a mention.
When it comes to climate issues, many traditional American environmentalists tend to focus on conserving power and restricting fossil fuel production. Abundance advocates prefer to emphasize the need to build out renewables as quickly as possible, with the promise of making electricity plentiful and cheap over time. They see efforts to cut off the flow of oil and gas by fiat as politically and economically counterproductive.
Harris? She's promising to keep families' utility bills low by continuing the country's streak of record energy production while greening the grid. She has also done a 180 on her old opposition to fracking and has taken to highlighting how oil and gas drilling have hit all-time highs under the Biden administration. Another win for team abundance.
There are more niche, but still important, examples, too. As part of the $100 billion industrial policy plan she unveiled last week, Harris said she would support the creation of a strategic stockpile of the critical minerals used in everything from semiconductors to electric car batteries.
Abundance types have been calling for such a move to reduce our reliance on Chinese production and ensure our supplies are resilient to disasters like Hurricane Helene, which has threatened access to a critical source of quartz for the global computer chip industry.
To some extent, Harris's positions are an extension of the Biden administration's, which went big on industrial policy with the Inflation Reduction Act and Chips and Science Act and has begun putting muscle behind permitting reforms. The president on Wednesday signed a bill  that eases up environmental reviews for semiconductor plants, which some conservation groups and prominent Capitol Hill Democrats opposed.
And as with Biden, it's not clear if Harris is on board with every point in the abundance agenda. The leading thinkers behind the movement often deride "everything-bagel liberalism," a term the New York Times's Ezra Klein uses to describe how Democrats frequently lard government-funded projects with costly extra requirements meant to achieve tangential policy goals, like requiring new factories to provide day care or buy raw materials made in the United States. The Biden White House has a habit of indulging that habit.
Still, Harris's policy instincts appear to be breaking in a promising direction -- away from gimmicky promises to try to ban inflation, and toward ideas that will help make the United States a bit more literally a land of plenty. You never know whether an administration will make good on its platform once faced with the task of actually putting it into action. But personally, I think there are abundant reasons for optimism.
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'This would become hell': 8 people on the impact of the war in Gaza
One year into the Israel-Gaza war, despair and hope reign.
By Washington Post Opinions | 2024-10-03
As the first anniversary of Hamas's Oct. 7 attack on Israel approaches, we asked eight people to tell us how their lives have been changed by the war in Gaza. Their stories reflect despair and hope. They write about the shock of parents dying and the joy of giving birth. They yearn for a return to home and a future of peace. And they speak about never being able to forget.
The last time I spoke to my father was on the phone on Oct. 7 at 7:45 a.m.
My dad told me that he and my mom were in the safe room at their home in Netiv HaAsara, Israel. They could hear the shooting and sirens.
"I love you, and we shall talk soon," I told them. Five minutes later, when I called, there was no answer.
I was born in Kibbutz Nir-Am, which was founded by my grandparents. My father, Yakobi Inon, was born in the kibbutz. He and my mother, Bilha, raised my three sisters, my brother and me. At 14, we moved to the nearby community of Netiv HaAsara, where my parents built their house less than a quarter-mile from Gaza's border. Their 11 grandchildren spent many weekends and summer days in the house we called "heaven."

Yakobi Inon, who farmed his land in Netiv HaAsara, and his wife, Bilha Inon, who was a mandela painter, were killed in Hamas's Oct. 7 attack. (Courtesy of Maoz Inon) 


None of us could imagine that this would become hell.
We feared the worst that morning. We could not contact any neighbors. In the afternoon, we received a call from a security officer who told us that my parents' house burned to the ground. In addition to my parents, 18 more members of the community died in Hamas's attack.
My 78-year-old father was an admirable farmer. Yearly crop losses due to drought, floods and weather were devastating, but he always decided to sow again, saying that the next year would be better. My talented mother, who was 76, was a mandala painter. In a mandala she gave me a few years back, she painted: "We can fulfill all our dreams if we have the courage to chase them."
The biggest impact of Oct. 7 on my life was understanding that I was fooled to believe the Israeli-Palestinian conflict could be manageable. Those who believe that bombs will bring quiet, walls will defend and war will bring security are naive followers of false leaders. The voice of peace is the voice of reason.
In the past 12 months, I have been inspired by so many people from all over the world. Israeli and Palestinian peace activists are working on the ground. We are much more determined than before -- but we need an international coalition, one that ends the Israeli occupation in the West Bank and negotiates peace between both sides.
There is no better time to sow hope and reconciliation than now, in October, in the same season my father used to sow wheat for so many years. This time, it's my turn to make next year a better one.
Maoz Inon is  an Israeli peace entrepreneur who founded several peace-focused tourism initiatives.
On Oct. 7 last year, I learned I was pregnant with a baby -- a life-changing event on its own. The day also marked the onset of Israel's relentless bombing of my home, Gaza, and the beginning of a year of fear, when my family was forced to flee our home and move again and again to seek safety.
It was the most difficult time of my life. But I tried to calm myself for the sake of my unborn child.
Over the next four months, my family and I evacuated from one area to another, narrowly escaping death many times. (My aunt and cousins were not so lucky.) I was exhausted, and my pregnancy was risky, but I did everything I could to keep my baby safe. The day I found out I was pregnant with a baby girl, after having given birth to three boys, was one of the happiest of my life. I promised myself I would be strong for my daughter.

Amany Al-Haddad gave birth to her daughter, Wateen, after being displaced from her home and living in a tent for months. (Courtesy of Amany Al-Haddad) 


Many months in, we were displaced again, to a tent in central Gaza's town of Deir al-Balah. The heat, the dust and the insects became a daily fixture. But the hardships didn't end there. Every evacuation cost us no less than $300 -- equivalent to an entire month's expenses. My due date was fast approaching, but we didn't have money for hospital fees, transportation or even food.
How would I deliver a baby in a tent? Israel's bombing continued, and shells flew overhead, without a quiet moment to contemplate or grieve. Many nights passed without sleep.
Then, one day, my baby stopped moving. Terrified, I finally managed to make my way to the hospital through a series of small miracles. The doctor told me my baby's condition was unstable, and I needed to deliver immediately. The first day passed, and then the second. My baby girl, Wateen, finally arrived. It was as if the whole world lit up for a brief moment despite the shroud of darkness that surrounded us.
I left the hospital and returned to my tent. The terror began anew. I was scared for this fragile life I brought into this harsh and indifferent world. No food to nourish myself with, no clean air to breathe, no running water to wash myself with postpartum. I couldn't even buy her essential items such as diapers or clothes. But we have persevered. I pray that this nightmare ends so that my husband, my children and I can live the peaceful, safe and dignified lives that we deserve, just like the rest of the world.
Amany Al-Haddad is a mother of four from Gaza City.
The bullet holes in my living room window help tell the story.
I took a photo of the damage in November, when I returned for the first time since the Oct. 7 massacre to my home in Nahal Oz, a small Israeli community less than a mile from the Israel-Gaza border.
Nahal Oz is a kibbutz -- a collective agricultural community -- and it was founded in 1953 alongside one of Israel's most dangerous borders.
On the evening of Oct. 7, our community was supposed to celebrate its 70th anniversary. The day turned into one of horror and grief, as more than 100 armed Hamas terrorists stormed the kibbutz, murdering 15 of our friends and neighbors and kidnapping seven, among them an 84-year-old woman and an 8-year-old girl.

Amir Tibon took a photo of his bullet-riddled living room window a month after returning to his home following the Oct. 7 Hamas attack.  (Courtesy of Amir Tibon)


For long hours on that day, my wife and I barricaded ourselves inside our home with our two daughters, who were 3 and 2 years old. The house was locked, and the window blinds were rolled down. There was no electricity, which meant that inside the small room where we hid, there was total darkness. We heard the terrorists firing into our living room and trying to break through the door. We had to stay silent -- and to keep our girls calm -- so the armed men surrounding our home wouldn't hear us. I don't know how we managed to do it.
We left the kibbutz late at night on a bus that carried out dozens of our friends and neighbors. Since then, we have been living as refugees in our own country. We hope to return home, but we don't know when that will be possible.
My window looks the same as it did when I took this picture. The process of healing, fixing and rebuilding our homes and our lives has been slowed by the fact that a year later, the war still rages.
In many ways, we are still living on Oct. 7, even though the calendar insists on showing us a different date. Two of our neighbors, Omri Miran and Tsachi Idan, both of them fathers of young children, are still in the hands of the enemy -- held somewhere in the tunnels of Gaza. We fight for their release -- protesting in favor of a deal that would end the war and bring them back to us alive.
Only when that deal happens will we finally be able to change the date on the calendar and start focusing on the future.
Amir Tibon, a diplomatic correspondent for Haaretz, is the author of "The Gates of Gaza: A Story of Betrayal, Survival, and Hope in Israel's Borderlands."
I'll never forget the 9-year-old girl in her torn, patchy dress. She was seemingly unaffected by the January rain in Gaza, though I shivered in my winter coat. I asked where her family was.
"All of them died," she replied in an emotionless voice. Her hollow stare pulled me back for a moment to Israel's 2008 assault on Gaza, when I was her age -- frozen in shock and horror, seeing bodies split in half, organs scattered.
Growing up surrounded by injuries and death, I decided at a young age to dedicate my life to healing. I had been planning to pursue a master's degree in immunology in Manchester, England, but when Israel's attacks on Gaza began, the border closed, shattering my dreams. As schools overflowed with displaced civilians, and my family and I were repeatedly displaced, I began working in shelters and hospitals, treating outbreaks of communicable diseases.
Overcrowding, lack of sanitation and blocked access to basic health care make Gaza a breeding ground for organisms resistant to multiple drugs. I've lost track of how many patients died from these lethal infections.

Majed Jaber, seen treating newborns, has been volunteering in the emergency and intensive care units at hospitals in Gaza and many shelters since Oct. 7. (Courtesy of Majed Jaber) 


Cancer patients in Gaza not only suffer from the disease, they also must endure the anguish of waiting on the medical evacuation list. Hani, a slender old man with a white beard covering his rugged face, had lung cancer. He came daily to our clinic as he waited to be evacuated for weeks that turned into to months. By the time Hani's name appeared on the list, it was too late. Days after he left Gaza, he died.
The term "first-responder" has new meaning as we rush to respond to attacks in which we've narrowly averted death. My daily journey to the emergency room is fraught with danger -- tanks, armed drones looming. I take routes to avoid being targeted, dodging homes reduced to rubble.
On Sept. 9, I escaped an airstrike in Mawasi camp by seconds. I'll never forget the child who sold sweets in Mawasi, wearing a blue UNRWA, the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees, shirt. I found him missing a leg and hand, bleeding out, too shocked to cry. I used his shirt as a tourniquet. His eyes haunt me. Though he survived, will he ever recover from this trauma?
Struggle isn't incidental to our lives as Palestinians -- it's a theme. Gaza has been incrementally suffocated by Israel. Yet I cannot let the weight of suffering crush me.
Majed Jaber is a doctor who has been volunteering in the emergency and intensive care units at Emirati Hospital and European Gaza Hospital and many shelters since Oct. 7 last year.
Like so many young people, getting my college degree was one of my life goals. Now, I'm happy if I can find a pillow and a quiet space to think for a few minutes a day.
As a 21-year-old computer engineering student from Gaza City, I should be starting the new academic year. Instead, I'm living in a tent with my family, while studying online for a few hours each day at a nearby "internet point."
Israel bombed my university and my home, destroying basic comforts along with our dreams and futures. Over the past year, I've experienced things I never imagined: cousins showing up at my doorstep with missing limbs, a pervasive sense of hunger and helplessness, and deprivation of sanity and purpose.
My parents were university lecturers who instilled in me a profound connection to our land. My grandmother, a Nakba survivor who was displaced from her village of Hamama in what is now "the Gaza Envelope," endured the dispossession of her world twice in her lifetime, first in 1948 and then again last year. In the end, she died of heartbreak after learning that both her sons were killed within weeks of each other in separate Israeli drone strikes. One was a journalist, and the other was on his way to a mosque.

Shaimaa Ahmed, a computer engineering student, has been living in a tent in Gaza while studying online. (Courtesy of Shaimaa Ahmed) 


I experienced the longest four minutes of my life on Nov. 2, when my family evacuated to central Gaza -- our eighth forced displacement -- along the deadly coastal road. Etched in my memory are the charred remains of a family on a donkey cart, white flags scattered by their sides, along with the bombed ambulance and paramedics that attempted to rescue them.
Throughout it all, my siblings and I have tried to stay strong for our mother, who has been struggling emotionally. We learned to suppress our feelings to avoid adding to her burden. To this end, I created a small place of solace called the "venting corner," where everyone in our encampment was invited to retreat and cry, without questions or judgment.
At some point, we came to terms with death. However, I find hope in the resolve and creativity of the young people around me, who constitute the majority of Gaza's population and are testaments to our collective strength and tenacity.
We've learned to deal with the unexpected and to always make something out of nothing. Despite being deprived of our freedoms for decades, our people have accomplished so much with so little. Gaza is our home, and it is everything to us.
Shaimaa Ahmed is a computer engineering student from Gaza City.
It took an act of war for me to get to know my neighbors.
My husband, two teenage children, our two pets and I lived in the pastoral town of Shlomi, bordering Lebanon in Israel's north. We lived a normal life and mainly kept to ourselves. It was Shabbat morning on Oct. 7 when I first sensed something was wrong. I woke up early and saw a live broadcast of the attacks as they unfolded. On Oct. 8, the day after Hamas's massacres in the south of Israel, Hezbollah began firing rockets from the north. Although we were far from Gaza, the threat was imminent -- we have known for years that Hezbollah's Radwan force dug tunnels into Shlomi from Lebanon. With the army in disarray, what would stop us from becoming the next Beeri, the kibbutz where dozens were killed by Hamas militants?
For 10 days, we lived in terror. Every siren triggered my panic attacks, a lingering wound of the 2006 Lebanon War and earlier intifadas. Finally, on Oct. 17, we were evacuated to Jerusalem, to what can be generously called a hotel (more accurately a hostel). One room was provided to house all four of us and our dog and cat. For two months, until we got an adjoining room, there was no privacy, no space.
The hotel food is repetitive and bland, nothing like my home-cooked flavors. We don't have a microwave, just an electric kettle. We packed clothes for five days, thinking we would be back home soon. Instead, we've been stuck for a year, making do with the bare minimum. My children have transferred schools four times since we arrived.

Inbar Ben Harush's family was evacuated to this hotel in Jerusalem. Families gathered in the hotel lobby in the middle of the night when Iran attacked in April. (Courtesy of Inbar Ben Harush) 


We got by with the support of fellow residents of Shlomi, who were crammed into the hotel with us. When someone from Shlomi was sick, everyone would organize to help care for them. We got to meet our neighbors. Being private people, it took being displaced by missile fire to interact with our neighbors from our own block.
Before the war, I worked as a veterinary nurse in our neighboring town of Nahariya, but it became unviable. That's when I started doing nails. I'd always done my own, and the hotel let me set up a little corner in the lobby where I could take a few customers. I invested in courses and threw myself into them. Over time, I started studying medical pedicures, and I have landed some clients in Jerusalem. Shlomi is now a ghost town, with constant ambient booms from incoming rockets. I miss home -- the green hills, the fresh Galilee air, the simple joy of opening a window and seeing nature. I miss normal life.
Inbar Ben Harush is a wife and mother of two from Shlomi, Israel.
There was a tremor in my cousin Hamudeh's voice when he called in the middle of October last year, trying to describe what had just happened: His niece Nadia, her husband and two children who had fled Gaza City for the supposed safe zone of Deir al-Balah had been killed when Israel bombed the house in which they were sheltering.
We had lost relatives -- all civilians -- in previous Israeli campaigns. Yet something in my cousin's grief foreshadowed a far deeper fear than death of family members: annihilation.
Gaza is our home, a place of permanence. Over the decades, the Al-Rayyis family suffered from the violence of occupation -- the arrests, the injuries, the killings. What we had been spared, however, was displacement. Unlike 80 percent of people living in Gaza, we weren't refugees -- or weren't until last October. Though the family struggled for freedom and security, they didn't endure the trauma of longing, as most others in Gaza, to return home.
Gaza is where we can trace our ancestors by name back to the 16th century. It is where we had our homes, where we conducted trade. My grandmother imported fabric from Italy that was sold throughout the south of Palestine. Gaza is where our lands grew grapes, melons and oranges for export.

Members of writer Jamal Awni Rayyis's family, including his grandparents, uncles, aunts and cousins, are shown here at the family's citrus ranch in Gaza. (Courtesy of Jamal Awni Rayyis) 


There was always a dichotomy between the Rayyis's family experience and that of my Armenian mother and her family. In 1948, they were expelled from their Jerusalem home at gunpoint by Israeli soldiers, an event all the more striking since her parents were survivors of the Ottomans' mass killings of Armenians in 1915. Palestine became their refuge, until it was not.
My cousin's niece was the first in the family to be killed; since Oct. 7, there have been more than 20 others. Ten were killed by an Israeli bomb in just one day, including Maisara, a young doctor who had recently studied in England, and his sister Areeb, a dentist. One year ago, a dozen first cousins and their families lived in Gaza City. Now, one remains. Others are scattered in the Gaza Strip; a handful have managed to leave entirely, paying exorbitant fees for exit visas.
One cannot begrudge anyone's desire to leave for safety. I fear, though, that their departure marks a rupture not only from the place we have called home for generations, but also from the practical ones: physical records, now reportedly destroyed, that chronicled birth, death, inheritance and land deeds -- all symbols of civilized existence. Yet, to be a Palestinian is to be an optimist. The Nakba generation carries keys, literally, to the homes they will eventually return to.
Jamal Awni Rayyis is a writer based in Baltimore.
A few weeks ago, as I tucked my 8-year-old into bed, she asked me a very innocent question. "Mommy, when will Naama be rescued? Is someone going to save the hostages?"
As a parent, we are there to reassure our children. But to my daughter's most simple of questions, I had no answer.
For one year of unbearable anguish, I still have no answers.
On Oct. 7, I found myself awake at 4:30 a.m. The sun had not yet risen on our side of the world, but Israel was facing an incomprehensible attack. As I turned on my phone and realized what was happening, my heart sank. Through the pain and grief, I was also consumed with another thought: How could I help?
At 7:30 p.m. that same Saturday, I watched the Israeli news feed and wrote down names of relatives and victims, whom I messaged on social media platforms. I offered to reach out to global media.
Hours that turned into days were filled with endless stories, conversations, text messages, images and videos. From translating to English and coordinating interviews with media teams in the United States, I found myself becoming a source of help. Hundreds of people including children had been taken captive by Hamas, but one video haunted me.
The image of then-19-year-old Naama Levy being pulled out of a jeep in Gaza, bloody and alone, will define the horror of Oct. 7 for me. Each time I have seen that video of Naama and the fear in her eyes, I am paralyzed. Watching this beautiful, innocent girl in her pajamas shattered me. What if this were my daughter?

Protesters hold photos of Naama Levy, an Israeli hostage, during a march calling for the release of the hostages held by Hamas in Gaza and for a cease-fire, near the Kirya in Tel Aviv on Sept. 5. (Atef Safadi/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


After speaking with Ayelet Levy Shachar, Naama's mother, for the first time, I knew she would take the most special place in my heart. As I walked into meetings with U.N. representatives with Ayelet or entered Congress with her aunt Efrat Moshkoviz this past July, Naama was the driving force. The same Naama who participated in the "Hands of Peace" delegation, which brings together young Americans, Israelis and Palestinians and nurtures young leaders to promote mutual understanding. The girl who became the most recognized victim in the world after Hamas's attack that day. The girl who embodied everything that was good in the world and yet incomparable evil took her hostage.
For everything Naama is and for all she believes in, I cannot stop fighting for her to come home.
Michelle Rojas-Tal is an American Israeli based near D.C., where she resides with her husband and three children.
How did Oct. 7, and all the events that have followed, change the way you see the world? Share your thoughts with us.
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Mormon voters in the West can save the GOP from Trump
By defeating the former president, they can protect the Constitution they believe to be divinely inspired.
By Addison Graham | 2024-10-03

Sen. Mitt Romney (R-Utah) speaks with reporters last year. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Addison Graham studies public policy at the University of Utah.
When Sen. Mitt Romney ran for president  in 2012, many called it the Mormon moment. But Romney's candidacy did not define Latter-day Saints as a people. This November might.
Mormon voters in two important counties -- Maricopa in Arizona and Clark in Nevada -- might hold the keys to the White House. As roughly 5 percent of the population in suburban Phoenix and Las Vegas, these civically engaged, Constitution-loving Latter-day Saints can hasten the rescue of the Republican Party from Donald Trump and restore dignity to the republic.
Latter-day Saints have been a reliably Republican voting bloc for the better part of a century -- which gives them potentially decisive power this year. Arizona and Nevada are closely divided swing states, and the GOP nominee can scarcely afford to lose votes from party loyalists. Trump put those votes at risk on Jan. 6, 2021, and in speeches since then by flouting the Constitution.
Even before Trump directly attacked the Constitution, his rise in the GOP drove a wedge through Utah's Republican electorate, leaving the state's two Mormon senators on opposite sides of a widening chasm. Romney, who twice voted for Trump's impeachment, stands for traditional values of his party, state and church, while Sen. Mike Lee has reversed his early anti-Trump stance to fall in line with the MAGA movement.
Lee's side will surely carry the day in deep-red Utah, but polls indicate that Arizona and Nevada are up for grabs. So the question is how many Latter-day Saints in those states follow Romney's example as a voice of reason in a party full of Trump's enablers.
The evolution of Romney's reputation reflects shifts in the broader Republican Party. As the party's presidential nominee, Romney was the political darling of a unified coalition of Western Mormons. But when Romney refused to bend a knee to Trump, many Mormons turned on him.
Given Romney's reputation for political gymnastics on health care and other issues as he rose from governor of liberal Massachusetts to standard-bearer of the conservative GOP, it is ironic that Lee has proved to be the greater flip-flopper. Despite his insistence that he never compromises on principle, Lee reversed his call for Trump to drop out of the race in 2016 and by 2020 was comparing Trump with a hero from the Book of Mormon.
Lee and other like-minded Mormons believe the Constitution was divinely inspired and lament that it now "hangs by a thread." Yet when Trump tried to pressure Vice President Mike Pence into blocking the constitutionally mandated certification of the 2020 election, Lee schemed with Trump's aides as they plotted strategy.

A flower blooms in 2019 outside the Salt Lake Temple of the Mormon Church in Utah. (Rick Bowmer/AP)


Such blatant hypocrisy has raised doubts among some MAGA Mormons -- like Rusty Bowers, a Latter-day Saint from the Phoenix suburbs. An ardent Trump supporter in 2020, Bowers -- who was then speaker of the Arizona House of Representatives -- refused to join efforts to steal Joe Biden's victory in Arizona. Former New York mayor Rudy Giuliani led a pressure campaign to break Bowers, and Trump joined multiple phone calls to insist that Bowers throw out Biden's electors and send an alternate Trump slate to Congress. Though it would cost him his seat in the next primary, Bowers stood firm for the Constitution.
He has no regrets. Bowers has said he blocked Trump's scheme because it is "a tenet of my faith that the Constitution is divinely inspired." He couldn't believe his own party would threaten democracy. "The funny thing is, I always thought it would be the other guys. And it's my side. That just rips at my heart. That we would be the people who would surrender the Constitution in order to win an election -- that just blows my mind."
In this election, lifelong Republicans will have to decide whether their Mormon faith in the Constitution supersedes their loyalty to the party's current leader. One such Mormon, former senator Jeff Flake of Arizona, recently faced that choice and announced his support for Democratic nominee Kamala Harris.
Romney, who will retire from the Senate in January, holds out hope for the party he has always called home. "If it can change in the direction of a populist it can change back in the direction of my wing of the Republican Party," he said in announcing his retirement from the Senate.
That restoration will likely take time, but it can start now with Western Mormons erecting the ultimate blockade to Trump's attempted return to the White House. In the process, they can send the signal that Lee is a black eye of yesteryear rather than a future symbol of Mormon political identity.
This is the Mormon moment, and Latter-day Saints in Arizona and Nevada can seize it by rejecting Trump and protecting the Constitution they believe to be divinely inspired.
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JD Vance's alternate reality
Ann Telnaes cartoon on JD Vance's debate claims.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-10-02

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)
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Vance says he's 'focused on the future.' That's really MAGA 2.0. 
Smoother than the Trump version, but just as shameless and untethered from the truth.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-10-02

Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) speaks during his vice-presidential debate with Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz in New York on Tuesday. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post) 


When questioning during the vice-presidential debate turned to the egregiousness of Donald Trump in spurring violence to overturn the 2020 election, Trump's running mate, JD Vance, answered, not once, but twice: "I'm focused on the future."
That much was apparent. Vance is indeed focused on the future -- his own, the one that lies beyond 2024, or perhaps 2028. What the Ohio senator was offering is the face of MAGA 2.0: smoother, but just as shameless and untethered from the truth.
The man who showed up on the debate stage on Tuesday night was not the mean-spirited disparager of "childless cat ladies" and slanderer of Haitian immigrants. In the latest of his serial reinventions -- this one aimed at making one of the most unpopular vice-presidential picks in modern history more palatable to swing voters -- he was civil, at ease, even seemingly capable of empathy. On style points, he dominated his Democratic opponent, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, whose nervousness showed, especially at the beginning.
On abortion, for instance, Vance recalibrated the tone if not the specifics of his absolutist stances: "We've got to do so much better of a job at earning the American people's trust back on this issue." Which sounds good until you remember that this is someone who once described pregnancies resulting from rape as "inconveniences."
At another point, he offered that if Walz becomes vice president instead of him, "he'll have my prayers, he'll have my best wishes, and he'll have my help whenever he wants it." This from a man who, once again, refused to acknowledge, when Walz put the question to him, that Trump lost the 2020 election. Vance said, you guessed it, that he's "focused on the future."
"That is a damning non-answer," Walz shot back.
You had to wonder how all of this was going down with Trump himself, given how abysmally the GOP nominee for president performed in his own debate against Kamala Harris last month. It must have touched a nerve for him to be so outshone by his apprentice.
Yet Vance fully embraced and even elevated Trump's trademark revisionism, shrugging off facts and making up new ones as he went along. He claimed, for instance, that the former president "salvaged Obamacare" when he was in office.
The truth is, Trump and the Republican Party made repealing the Affordable Care Act a top priority, and almost succeeded in taking away coverage for 23 million people and jeopardizing the law's guarantee of affordable coverage for people who have preexisting conditions.
One of Walz's better rejoinders came when he pointed out that Republicans would have succeeded, were it not for then-Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), who delivered a memorable thumbs-down when the GOP plan went before the Senate.
"All right, here's where being an old guy gives you some history. I was there at the creation of the ACA," Walz said, adding: "And remember this ... the first thing [Trump] was going to do on Day 1, was to repeal Obamacare. On Day 1, he tried to sign an executive order to repeal the ACA. He signed onto a lawsuit to repeal the ACA, but lost at the Supreme Court."
It is a shame, too, that the most revelatory moment of the confrontation -- and of the man that Trump chose as his running mate -- did not come until nearly the end, no doubt long after many viewers had abandoned the debate. This was when the moderators finally got around to asking about what happened on Jan. 6, 2021, when a mob stormed the U.S. Capitol in an effort to overturn the 2020 election result.
"Remember [Trump] said that on Jan. 6, the protesters ought to protest peacefully and on Jan. 20, what happened? Joe Biden became the president [and] Donald Trump left the White House," Vance said.
What Vance left out: that the rioters' violence had been egged on by Trump, who claimed that the results in a number of states were illegitimate; that they had injured some 140 law enforcement officers; that Trump pressured his vice president, Mike Pence, to allow Republicans to block the certification of election results that was to take place that day.
Will any of this affect what happens in this year's election? No. Vice-presidential debates never do.
But what Americans saw on Tuesday should disturb them nonetheless. Even more than Trump -- who, after all, is approaching his ninth decade -- his 40-year-old running mate represents the shape of what lies ahead for the Republican Party. That would be MAGA. A kinder, gentler, more palatable MAGA? Don't bet on it.
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JD Vance is a dangerous, disciplined shape-shifter
The Republican vice-presidential candidate is Trump with a brain and a strategy.
By Ruth Marcus | 2024-10-02

JD Vance speaks during the vice-presidential debate on Tuesday. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


A kinder, gentler JD Vance? He's selling, but you'd be foolish to even contemplate buying.
Vance isn't all childless cat ladies and pet-eating Haitians. The sanded-edge, reasonable-enough-sounding Vance of Tuesday's debate performance is a character we've encountered before: in "Hillbilly Elegy," his empathic memoir about the plight of White working-class Americans, and in glimpses of Vance deftly navigating the liberal precincts of Yale Law School, delivering homemade baked goods to a transgender friend recovering from gender-affirming surgery.
And we've seen it in his initial public response to Donald Trump as "reprehensible" and an "idiot" and, in private, even worse: "I go back and forth between thinking Trump is a cynical a--hole like Nixon who wouldn't be that bad (and might even prove useful) or that he's America's Hitler."
That Vance is tempting. You could maybe even have him over to dinner. But that Vance is irrelevant because we know he is just a convenient mirage. Pondering which is the real Vance is useless because we know he is a shape-shifter, calibrating each performance to the political demands of the moment.
Like all politicians, you say? Only in the sense that Hurricane Helene resembles a summer shower. Every smart politician reads the polls and adjusts accordingly. The dangerous brilliance of Vance is that he is simultaneously so adept at reinventing himself and so willing to swallow whatever deep convictions he might have in the service of personal ambition.
This was most evident Tuesday night on abortion, the topic that induces GOP heartburn like no other. In part, Vance's strategy was to engage in legalistic nitpicking, positing, as he has previously, some metaphysical distinction between an absolute ban and a prohibition on the procedure after a certain number of weeks.
"I never supported a national ban," he insisted. "I did during, when I was running for Senate in 2022, talk about setting some minimum national standard." "Minimum national standard" is fancy talk for prohibiting abortion across the country long before fetal viability. If you don't trust me, listen to Vance on a podcast circa 2022: "I certainly would like abortion to be illegal nationally."
The more interesting move was Vance's effort to present himself as a person with a gut understanding of the desperation felt by women confronting unwanted pregnancies. He invoked a person "very dear"  to him who had an abortion and later confided in him that "she felt like if she hadn't had that abortion, that it would have destroyed her life because she was in an abusive relationship."
The logical takeaway here would be to recognize the fundamental cruelty of requiring a woman to bear a child in such circumstances. Not Vance. He wants to eliminate women's choice under the guise of offering them choice. "There's so much that we can do on the public policy front just to give women more options." Except, of course, the option to decide for themselves -- as though a child tax credit here or some housing assistance there would do the trick. Vance's position offers the gauzy illusion of empathy and understanding.
Vance invoked his home state's referendum last year in which Ohio overwhelmingly voted to protect access to abortion. "What I learned from that, Norah, is that we've got to do a better job at winning back people's trust," Vance said. Um, maybe win women's trust by ... trusting them to make their own decisions?
Consider his expressed position -- more radical than Trump's -- about whether there should be exceptions to abortion in cases of rape or incest. "It's not whether a woman should be forced to bring a child to term, it's whether a child should be allowed to live, even though the circumstances of that child's birth are somehow inconvenient or a problem to the society," Vance said in 2021. Somehow inconvenient? We are talking about women, even girls, forced to give birth after being raped, maybe by their own father.
But Vance's most disingenuous moment came as the debate neared a close, when -- finally -- the moderators got around to asking about the threat to democracy and the peaceful transfer of power.
In Vance's airbrushed, jujitsu-ed reality, Trump "said that on Jan. 6, the protesters ought to protest peacefully. And on Jan. 20, what happened? Joe Biden became the president. Donald Trump left the White House." The actual "threat to democracy," he claimed, "is the threat of censorship," in particular that "Kamala Harris is engaged in censorship at an industrial scale. She did it during covid, she's done it over a number of other issues. And that, to me, is a much bigger threat to democracy than what Donald Trump said when he said that protesters should peacefully protest on Jan. 6."
Vance wasn't in the Senate yet on Jan. 6, 2021, but you might have thought he managed to catch some of the insurrection on TV. His capacity to make this claim with a straight face is astonishing.
And so, Vance's Oscar-worthy debate performance ought to be alarming, not reassuring. He is Trump with a brain, a strategy and the discipline to execute it. Trump has only one move -- to counterpunch. Vance's repertoire is more expansive. He can be silken smooth and at least superficially appealing, while Trump has a single note, bombastic.
Maybe, given Vance's historic unpopularity, his re-reinvention comes too late to matter. My fear is, instead, that it is unnervingly early -- designed not so much as a game-changer in 2024 as an audition tape for 2028 and beyond.
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Did Vance crush the debate, or just the truth?
Plus: Pete Rose's punishment. A sweet new year and a painful anniversary.
By Drew Goins | 2024-10-02
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

Tim Walz debates JD Vance in New York on Tuesday. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post) 


Promises made, promises kept! The vice-presidential debate on Tuesday was pretty much a fact-check-free zone. Thank you, moderators!
It turns out, Alexandra Petri notes, that when candidates are free to dissemble as much as they like, JD Vance and Tim Walz really do agree on a lot.
"You're wearing a tie," Alex imagines Vance saying in her satirical recap. "I'm wearing a tie. You have a flag pin. I have a flag pin. You think that when it comes to abortion, women should have more options. I do, too."
Of course, ask a few follow-ups, and the greater optionality that Alex says Vance wants is an expansion of abortion bans to cover the whole country: "Imagine getting to choose from all 50 states where you would get to carry your unwanted pregnancy to term, rather than just Texas or Mississippi."
Vance did this sort of "sane-washing" throughout the debate, E.J. Dionne writes, because the senator knows just how unpopular the GOP's true positions are.
"You would never know from his gushing compassion for the victims of school shootings that [Donald] Trump and Vance oppose tough measures to regulate guns," E.J. writes. See also Vance's misleading warm fuzzies on paid family leave, as well as his framing of Obamacare that E.J. calls "the howler of the night."
Meanwhile, the anchors of the post-debate Prompt 2024 newsletter discuss whether Walz might have missed his moment.
"He didn't seem to want to achieve any one main thing," Matt Bai writes, "and so he didn't really achieve much of anything, other than to do no harm." What he should have done was attack Vance on all his weaknesses with women. Where was the "childless cat ladies" dig?!
Alas for Vance, a little fact-checking did sneak in. When the Ohio senator again claimed that "illegal immigrants" were overrunning his state, the moderators clarified that the Haitian migrants in question are, in fact, in the country legally.
Vance's response: "The rules were that you guys weren't going to fact-check!"
Dana Milbank writes that Vance lied as fearsomely in the debate as he does on the campaign trail; of course the truth is going to prompt some whining.
"Even if Walz had been quicker on his feet," Dana writes, "there wouldn't have been a way to keep up with the fictions Vance submitted."
Chaser: Jen Rubin writes in her newsletter that Walz still managed to fire off two of the best lines of the night.

(Sophia Marie Pappas for The Washington Post) 


Tonight at sundown begins Rosh Hashanah, when Jews share their hopes for a sweet year 5785. Mostly, though, author Lisa Kogan and her guests are focused on saying goodbye to 5784.
"I call the liquor store back and ask for three more bottles of cabernet," Kogan confesses in her reflection on holiday prep. "It's been that kind of year."
She writes of a difficult 12 months of witnessing antisemitism on the rise, as well as the painful suffering of innocent Palestinians, all since Hamas's Oct. 7 attack sparked a war in Gaza.
As that anniversary approaches -- and as the war continues with no sweetness in sight -- Marc Fisher reports on U.S. universities bracing for massive protests "over a crisis that is not theirs to solve."
Marc thinks the mess is largely of the institutions' own making. What they ought to do, he writes, is take a "clear stand for their basic function -- teaching and learning"; neutrality is the best path to credibility.
Poor Pete Rose, who loved baseball -- but whom baseball didn't love back.
Rick Reilly was good friends with the evermore-asterisked star, who died Monday, and he writes that banning Rose from baseball for betting on his own games while a manager "was about three floors past unfair. [Baseball] was all he had."
Consider especially, as Rick writes, that Rose never even cared about the money. MLB officials, he writes, "figured that of course Pete knew players couldn't gamble, so he must have had some game-fixing conspiracy going on. But ... Pete just cared about the juice."
As a kid, Chuck Lane worshiped Rose, and after the gambling scandal, he despised him in equal measure. Now, he just hopes that death will be the end of Rose's decades-long punishment.
Chuck proposes a measure of "rough justice": Put the player in the Hall of Fame now, posthumously. Rose, who never really showed remorse for his actions, didn't deserve to be enshrined in life -- but his eternal accomplishments certainly do.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's... The Bye-Ku.
Slide into a place
Even better than heaven
With luck: Cooperstown
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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Fixing the child-care crisis? It'll take a village.
Grandparents are a part of the answer, but federal programs, red tape and tax credits make up the bigger picture. 
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-10-02

Arik Forsman, a city council member in Duluth, Minn., carries his children to day care in 2019. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


As reported in the Sept. 23 online article "Moms nationwide are leaving gift cards in diaper boxes. Here's why.," TikTok users across the country are  slipping gift cards and cash into packages of diapers and formula. It's unbelievably heartwarming to see strangers take note of the challenges that moms and dads can face; these small acts of kindness can go a long way. But it should also spark a discussion about ways we can make sure parents have what they need, especially when it comes to major expenses including child care.
Robust funding for federal programs and supercharging tax credits such as the child tax credit and child and dependent tax credit can give parents the latitude they need. The latter credit    is the only provision of the tax code created to help parents offset the cost of child care. It helps working parents keep more of what they make by allowing them to claim child-care expenses as work-related when they file taxes.
The catch? The credit hasn't been updated in two decades and reaches only a small percentage of families. Meanwhile, the average value of the credit ($600) has been swiftly outpaced by the average cost of child care ($11,582). Simply put: The child and dependent care tax credit is in desperate need of an update.
When the credit  was temporarily expanded in 2021, the average payment per family increased from $560 to  $2,127. If a parent found that in a diaper box today, it would be a miracle. And we can deliver similar results for families. There are multiple bipartisan bills in front of Congress that would reform tax policies so parents could keep more of what they make to offset the price of child care.
Sarah Rittling, Washington
The writer is the executive director of First Five Years Fund.
Today, we have a presidential candidate, former president Donald Trump, who appears clueless about the necessity of accessible, affordable child care, an issue relevant to millions of parents and voters. While addressing the Economic Club of New York, Mr. Trump was asked a straightforward question  about the child-care legislation he would advocate as president. His  incoherent response showed how out of touch he is with the needs of parents.
The last time American women had widespread access to great child care was during World War II -- when women were essential to running President Franklin D. Roosevelt's government and vital to munitions production. Federal programs had established "war nurseries" and poured millions of dollars into funding a national child-care program. I scrambled and worried and fought to patch together affordable child care in the 1970s and '80s and witnessed the anxiety and massive out-of-pocket expenses my adult children still struggled with 40 years later. Having child care is not socialism, and it is not communism. And it does not mean you love your children less. It's time for our leaders to recognize that.
Joan McQueeney Mitric, Kensington
Regarding Elliot Haspel's Sept. 10 op-ed, "Vance is right to put grandparents to work":
JD Vance is right about one thing: Grandparents play an important role in child care. They are an essential component: 1 in 4 children younger than 5 are regularly cared for by grandparents some or all of the time their parents are at work. And for many families, care given by  family, friends and neighbors is a first choice. But we cannot rely solely on the unpaid labor of grandparents in place of a fully funded child-care system; families need quality, affordable, regulated child-care options, too. Both types of care need and deserve support in our public policy.
Grandparents are motivated by love and a sense of duty, but opportunity costs (early exit from the workforce, lost potential wages, reduction of retirement benefits) and hard costs (food, transportation) are associated with grandparent-reliant child care. Additionally, many older adults are delaying retirement because of economic challenges, meaning fewer can take on a role supporting their families. It is time we let go of the outdated, unrealistic notion that grandparents  have endless free time to provide uncompensated care to their grandchildren.
Instead, we can build on the existing flexibility in the federal child-care law to expand resources to grandparents; this would involve  addressing red tape at the state and national levels and taking seriously the resource needs of these caregivers. We can also look to the reforms around home- and community-based services in elder and disability care as a model for compensating family members who care for their loved ones.
To meet the needs of families, we need more early-childhood educators and family caregivers. We need to retain the caregivers and educators who are already doing this essential work by valuing them, compensating them fairly and enacting policies that support them.
The zero-sum, one-size-fits-all thinking behind Mr. Vance's comments is the status quo. Pitting the needs of grandmothers and prekindergarten teachers against each other doesn't move us forward. Families want options that include care and early learning in schools, in centers and in homes, as well as from relatives. Most families utilize multiple forms of child care, and those decisions change as their children grow older and as they expand their families.
Natalie Renew, Philadelphia
The writer is the executive director of Home Grown Child Care.
The  Sept. 23 online article "For some parents, surging child-care costs could determine how they vote" focused on a federal solution to the high cost of child care in Nevada -- more money, subsidies and tax deductions -- and ignored a key factor in the unreasonably high cost of child care in that state: unduly burdensome state regulations.
The Post interviewed working parents and child-care providers in Nevada, all of whom pointed to more federal money as the solution. One parent, who votes for Democrats, likes Kamala Harris and Tim Walz's ticket because they, in The Post's words, "have championed child-care affordability as a key part of their platform."
In February 2023, the Las Vegas Review-Journal published an editorial titled "Regulations caused Nevada's childcare desert." The Review-Journal's editorial board noted the high demand, inadequate supply and high cost of child care and considered whether "this might seem like a failure of the marketplace." But it turns out that, in Nevada, "government regulations have artificially limited supply." Citing a recent report by the Childcare Working Group of the Governor's Workforce Development Board, the editorial called out barriers such as the high fees to become a licensed worker; the requirement that workers be licensed by site, not as individuals; and a 10,000-applicant background check backlog. Additionally, Nevada regulations require high ratios of caregivers to children, including 1 caregiver to every 4 children younger than 9 months. These limits stretch to in-home day cares with even more restrictions. To open a facility in Nevada, directors are also required to have at least 1,000 hours of experience in a child-care center and an associate's degree in early-childhood education. Zoning restrictions make it difficult for entrepreneurs to open smaller day-care centers in their homes. How many of these onerous rules are actually necessary to achieve the quality and safety parents want?
The Post did not address any of these factors, all of which contribute greatly to the cost of child care and none of which the federal government can control. Federal cash giveaways are inflationary and would increase the burgeoning deficit. Nevada voters, both Republican and Democratic, would be better served by focusing on their local and state elected officials.
Joseph A. Capone, Oakton
Many Americans have never heard of Jacob Javits, a progressive Republican senator from New York. Serving from 1957 to 1981, he was frequently ahead of his time in identifying critical issues and had a clear understanding of the needs of the working families whom he represented.
It has been nearly 40 years since his death, and I have a clear memory of the last conversation my husband, former senator Lowell Weicker of Connecticut, and I had with him. Javits was hospitalized, and we visited him. Never one for small talk,  Javits turned to my husband and said, "Lowell, the next big issue that needs to be addressed for working people is child care."
Working families have struggled for decades with the cost and quality of care for their children. As The Post pointed out, it may help swing a tight election. Yet, 40 years later, are we truly ready? It's time we listen to Javits.
Claudia Weicker, Essex, Conn.
The writer was  first lady of Connecticut from 1991 to 1995. She worked with the Connecticut Commission on Children and as chief of staff of the Senate Appropriations subcommittee on labor, health and education.
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Please, no more debates!
Debates elevate the worst aspects of our politics. Let's try something else.  
By Olufemi Taiwo | 2024-10-02

People watch the debate between Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and Sen. JD Vance of Ohio at Political Pattie's in D.C. on Tuesday. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


Olufemi Taiwo is an associate professor of philosophy at Georgetown University and the author of "Elite Capture" and "Reconsidering Reparations."
With Donald Trump downplaying the possibility of a rematch with Kamala Harris, Tuesday's vice-presidential debate between JD Vance and Tim Walz might be this election season's final debate. For the sake of democracy, it should also be the country's last. It's time to bury this tradition.
Political debates have a storied history in the United States. The deliberations between Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas are honored for demonstrating the political system's ability to directly engage the electorate in the most pressing political and moral issues of the day. The first televised presidential debate, between John F. Kennedy and Richard M. Nixon is widely considered to have "changed American politics." Willingness to debate is often treated as a bellwether of general intellectual seriousness: Debate is thought to serve as an activity through which we can test the strength of ideas and hold people accountable for their words and actions.
As a former competitive debater, I am deeply sympathetic to the form. Plato's vision of spirited debate as a philosophical method is still celebrated by my fellow philosophers today. Iconic debates such as the 1965 encounter between James Baldwin and William F. Buckley at Cambridge University continue to provide lessons and invite study. But in the context of this election in particular -- if our goal is to safeguard either the truth or our democracy -- we could hardly do worse than indulge in this compromised ritual.
Let me be clear: Debate can be an immensely rewarding activity -- as it was for me as a young undergraduate and as it has been for countless students, whether they hail from posh private schools or prisons. Few activities provide young people with an opportunity to research as widely and as deeply as competitive debate. Given our educational system's focus on rote compliance and test-taking, students rarely have an opportunity to develop their own thoughts, much less have the experience of defending them.
But debate is a deeply unreliable activity for getting closer to the truth. At bottom, debate is gamified conversation: We append special rules to the otherwise ordinary phenomenon of exchanging ideas and use that conversation as a stage for competition. But by applying what philosopher C. Thi Nguyen explains about gamification, we can see that engaging in debate doesn't only change how motivated we are to share our ideas; it also changes what we are trying to do by sharing them. After all, the point of a game is not to educate, inform or empower; the point of a game is to win.
Whether the goal is racking up points in a high school contest, likes and shares on a social media platform, or influencing votes in an election, the truth is at best incidental in a debate context. Lying, pretending and obfuscating in normal conversation turn listeners off; in debate, they make victory more likely. Particularly when loosely moderated, the game of debate is structured to reward those who seem persuasive and charismatic -- putting those who pursue a strategy of careful and honest argument on uneven tactical footing with those who simply look better. To this day, political scientists puzzle over whether Kennedy's supposed victory in the 1960 debate with Nixon owed more to the candidates' respective arguments or to Kennedy's better makeup.

Richard M. Nixon wipes his face with a handkerchief during a televised debate with John F. Kennedy in Chicago on Sept. 26, 1960. (AP) 


At worst, the truth is an obstacle to winning the game. Gamification relies on artificial clarity: The fact that games have clear rules and clearly defined winners and losers is part of their appeal. Combined with the time pressures of televised debates and the fact that the voting public cannot have deep expertise on every issue, the setup is a recipe for disaster. Any complex political truth that cannot be reduced to a 30-second sound bite can be twisted to the opposing candidate's disadvantage. Meanwhile, there is an equally clear advantage to amassing a sheer volume of half-truths or even lies; you can set the conversational agenda while your opponent either struggles to explain what is wrong with each point or fails to respond to some or all of the points made, which can be misunderstood as concession or, worse, weakness.
Presidential political debates combine what is worst about our politics -- existing incentives to obfuscate complicated political issues -- with what is worst about debate as an activity. The combination encourages politicians to utter the meaningless or simply false. It's no surprise, then, that recent presidential debates in this toxically gamified environment have produced unhelpful absurdities: In 2015, Trump publicly doxed primary opponent Lindsey Graham by reading his phone number aloud. Upon winning his party's nomination, Trump participated in three public debates with Hillary Clinton, one of which featured him threatening her with prison time. He was elected president shortly thereafter.
This tendency toward the theatrical was on display Tuesday night, when Vance tripled down on his public lies about legal Haitian immigrants over the objections of moderators, forcing them to cut his microphone. The prospect of debate fireworks has been unquestionably good for network ratings. The effect on the body politic is more debatable.
Politicians should, of course, explain their positions directly to the American people. But debate remains the worst format for doing so. There are better ways: most notably, the town hall meeting, where political candidates engage directly with real people expressing real concerns. Major news networks convening town hall meetings in schools and community centers on specific issues, with the participation of people from all walks of life, would be a much better use of the time and attention of both politicians and voters.
Social media, too, represents another route. Politicians interested in engaging younger voters could follow Barack Obama's lead in engaging in Reddit's famous Ask Me Anything platform, or offer interviews or live conversations on platforms such as Twitch, as Ro Khanna and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez have in the past. None of these require game-playing.
The stakes have never been higher. In a 21st century marked by information wars and rampant fake news, national political debates take us away from the seriousness these times demand and drive us toward sound bites and sensationalism. As I write this, a climate-fueled hurricane has wrought unprecedented destruction across the American South, and Israel and Iran are escalating a regional conflict with potential global implications. This is no time for games.
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Walz had two of the best lines in the debate
Plus: Good reporting on Ohio voter fraud. Alabama tries wiping voters off registration rolls.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-10-02

Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) in Philadelphia on Aug. 6 and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) in Las Vegas on Aug. 10. (Ryan Collerdronda/AFP/Getty Images) 


You're reading Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
On this special edition of my Mailbag newsletter, I review the vice-presidential debate, answer some readers' questions and highlight some excellent journalism and timely lawyering.
Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) met for the only vice-presidential debate and very likely the last debate of any kind for the 2024 presidential campaign. It went about as expected. Vance repeatedly stretched, twisted and abandoned the facts (e.g., minimizing climate change as "crazy weather patterns," denying increased manufacturing under the Biden-Harris administration, claiming the administration "lost" more than 300,000 children, misrepresenting his own position on abortion, claiming Trump saved the Affordable Care Act), or simply ducked the question (e.g., deporting children, seizing federal lands for housing, refusing to certify the 2020 election). Walz landed jabs on Vance's extremism and went after felon and former president Donald Trump for "fickle" and irresponsible leadership (e.g., brushing off traumatic brain injuries inflicted on soldiers by Iran as "headaches," calling climate change a "hoax").
Walz had two of the best lines of the night. On gun violence: "Sometimes it is just the guns." On abortion rights: "How can we as a nation say that your life and your rights, as basic as the right to control your own body, is determined on geography?"
Vance came across as slick, rude (interrupting the moderators and whining about being fact-checked) and preprogrammed. Walz was a happy warrior. The moderators made extended remarks in their questions but generally neglected their obligation to help readers decipher who was telling the truth (e.g., Trump did not work to save Obamacare) and who was not -- although the moderators did vouch for climate change. I cannot imagine many voters would switch sides based on this outing. But perhaps some voters will conclude that someone as condescending and nasty as Vance should not be a heartbeat from the presidency.
A reader asks: In a time when people have so many tools to limit unwanted and unfamiliar interaction, how can pollsters be sure they're reporting results from a random, representative sample?
Answer: Important point. Response rates have plummeted, and polls now require a mammoth effort even to come up with a sample of a few hundred voters. This phenomenon adds to the difficulty in devising an accurate model to capture expected turnout. Only the most professional and well-funded pollsters do a more credible job in producing a representative sample. It is one of the reasons we should be highly skeptical of polling from entities without an established track record. Overall, too much weight -- and too much political commentary -- is devoted to polls of questionable accuracy and even less predictive value.
A reader asks: Should former president Donald Trump lose, are our national security services preparing for violence after Election Day or in January?
Answer: With a competent administration in place, security preparations appear to be underway. For example, the Department of Homeland Security announced recently that it would classify Jan. 6, 2025, as a "a National Special Security Event," allowing "significant resources from the federal government, as well as from state and local partners, to be utilized in a comprehensive security plan."
A reader asks: Is Congress doing anything to prevent a convicted felon from running for and serving as president? Would a constitutional amendment be required, or could legislation remedy this apparent constitutional oversight?
Answer: The Senate had its chance to convict and bar Trump from office. It failed. The framers did insert a disqualification from federal office in the impeachment provision but did not imagine that tribal loyalty would swamp senators' constitutional responsibility. We could pass a constitutional amendment since the impeachment provision is effectively useless. However, Republicans would probably oppose such an effort.
A reader asks: Why doesn't Vice President Kamala Harris repeat over and over again that Trump lost almost 3 million jobs during his administration? Trump is the only president to have lost jobs during his administration in almost 90 years. The last one before Trump was Republican Herbert Hoover, who left office during the Great Depression. With the polls indicating that Americans prefer Trump on the economy, this fact might make a difference.
Answer: Yes! As Trump denied the severity of the pandemic, tens of thousands died and the economy sputtered to a stop. I tend to think a short punchy speech about all Trump's failures would serve her well: Jobs were lost under Trump, under Biden-Harris, they have increased. Under Trump, fentanyl seizures were puny; under Biden-Harris, they are soaring. Crime spiked under Trump; under Biden-Harris, the crime rate plunged. Dramatically improved since Trump: percentage of Americans with health insurance, real wages, the stock market, energy production, our alliances (e.g., NATO, AUKUS), infrastructure projects, manufacturing and private investment in construction and 21st-century technologies.
A reader asks: Why this bewilderment about Harris's success as a speaker? As I recall, even as Harris began her primary campaign in 2019, you wrote about what an engaging public speaker she is. Do I remember correctly? If so, then the other commentators are more obtuse than even you suggest.
Answer: You do! It turns out that wildly beating expectations has worked to her advantage. (Seems like just yesterday pundits were telling President Joe Biden to drop her from the ticket, huh?) There has been an element of bias, frankly.
A reader asks: I know this is off topic, but I often see a very good dog snoozing in the background on "Jen Rubin's Green Room" videos. Care to tell us the dog's name and what kind of dog it is? If not, give it a pet for me anyway.
Answer: I couldn't resist this one! That would be Amos, our 51/2-year-old English setter. He is a very good boy -- and I'll definitely give him an extra pat!
Trump's rotten debate performance has left him reeling. He seems more defensive and less energetic and coherent than ever. His threats of retribution are piling up. His grifting is getting cheesier. All of this has Republicans nervous. They should be -- and they will have no one to blame but themselves if he loses and drags other Republicans under.
Local news remains a critical source of information for Americans. Consider this report from the Springfield-Sun News in Ohio. It begins: "This year Ohio Secretary of State Frank LaRose issued a flurry of allegations of noncitizen voter fraud and asked the state legislature to require Ohioans to prove they are citizens before they can register to vote, to outlaw ballot drop boxes, and to create additional reasons for people to cast provisional ballots." It then goes through five points to debunk the claims and expose LaRose's antics.
"Voter fraud by citizens or noncitizens is exceedingly rare and critics say LaRose's voter fraud allegations and proposed election law changes are part of an effort to suppress the vote, create a feeling of distrust in the election and disenfranchise people who are legitimate voters," the report explains. "Local elections officials say LaRose's ballot drop box directive and the voting law changes he's proposed would pose major challenges for boards of election, could lead to more provisional ballots not being counted and would keep people from using the secure ballot drop boxes that are popular with voters."
Rather than engage in a he said, he said political fight, the paper exposes which side is telling the truth and what it means for voters. That's the essence of good journalism -- and a reminder that declining local journalism is a tragedy for our democracy.
Last week, the Justice Department announced that it had "filed a lawsuit against the State of Alabama and the Alabama Secretary of State to challenge a systematic State program aimed at removing voters from its election rolls too close to the Nov. 5 general election, in violation of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (NVRA)." That statute prohibits states from systematically scrubbing people from the voting rolls during the "Quiet Period" 90 days before an election "on a perceived failure to meet initial eligibility requirements -- including citizenship -- at the time of registration," the Justice Department explained.
This critical statute protects voters' right to cast ballots in recognition that "systematic removal programs may be error-ridden, cause voter confusion and remove eligible voters days or weeks before Election Day who may be unable to correct the state's errors in time to vote or may be dissuaded from voting at all." (Federal law provides special procedures for removing individual voters for specific reasons.)
As I previously wrote, Alabama tried to take thousands of people suspected of being "noncitizens" off registration rolls. However, the Justice Department discovered that "both native-born and naturalized U.S. citizens have received letters stating that their voter record has been made inactive and that they have been placed on a path for removal from Alabama's statewide voter registration list." Alabama thereby violated the law, prompting the Justice Department to seek injunctive relief.
Such litigation preserves access to voting, especially when the MAGA movement is making spurious claims about undocumented immigrants voting. One can hope it will deter other jurisdictions from similar stunts.
Next week, I'll have my online Q&A, so please submit your questions. Questions submitted after next Wednesday will go to my next Mailbag newsletter.
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Vance's debate performance was a breathtaking exercise in sane-washing
In his debate with Tim Walz, JD Vance showed that he understands how unpopular his ticket's positions are.
By E.J. Dionne | 2024-10-02

Republican vice-presidential nominee JD Vance speaks during a debate at CBS Studios in New York on Oct. 1. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post) 


JD Vance demonstrated something important at Tuesday's vice-presidential debate: Except on immigration, the Ohio Republican senator knows that a majority of American voters reject a lot of what he and former president Donald Trump are for. So, when the going got tough, Vance got warm and fuzzy.
You would never know from his gushing compassion for the victims of school shootings that Trump and Vance oppose tough measures to regulate guns. All Vance had to back up his empathy for victims were calls to make "windows stronger" and "the doors lock better." Yeah, that'll do it.
Tim Walz, who often seemed to be pulling his punches, called his opponent's bluff by offering a simple truth the gun lobby and its servants want you to forget: "Sometimes," the Minnesota governor said, "it's just the guns."
Vance, who once said he "certainly would like abortion to be illegal nationally," insisted at the debate: "I never supported a national ban." He issued a head-scratching take on Trump's position on abortion: It's a desire "to make it easier for moms to afford to have babies."
The senator also spoke warmly about the struggles of parents balancing work and family life, praising his wife's professional acumen and saying that even someone with her advantages faced challenges on child care. But unlike Vice President Kamala Harris, Trump and Vance have not given any priority to the issue. Trump's great contribution on the subject was to declare that "child care is child care."
On and on Vance went. The howler of the night was his claim that Trump, who fought hard to repeal the Affordable Care Act, actually "salvaged Obamacare."
Vance got some good reviews for being more polished than Walz, but what the friendly assessments were praising was a breathtaking exercise in sane-washing a slew of unpopular right-wing positions. Why did Trump run away from the Heritage Foundation's Project 2025 policy wish list, which was prepared by many in his orbit? For the same reason that Vance hedged so much on Tuesday: Hiding the ball is now central to the right's political strategy.
That tactic rests not only on evasion but also on distraction. And Vance was revealing on this, too. The one issue on which Vance tightly hugged Trump's playbook was immigration. They'd be happy if it stayed at the front of voters' minds for the next five weeks.
It's why they kept the hideous stories about Haitian immigrants in Springfield, Ohio, alive long after they were revealed to be lies. It's why Vance came back to the subject again and again Tuesday night, no matter what question the debate moderators posed.
The nation's housing problems? They're caused, Vance insisted in a moment of shameless demagoguery, by "illegal aliens" who are taking houses and apartments away from everyone else. Never mind that Trump's deportations and immigration restrictions would strangle the supply of workers to the construction industry and foil the only policy that will solve the problem: building more houses.
Walz attacked Vance effectively on immigration and spoke up for the slandered immigrants of Springfield. But you had to wonder about Walz's strategy of civility and his insistence that he and Vance were both committed to solving public problems.
Perhaps the Harris-Walz team hoped that Vance appearing reasonable would make Trump's September debate performance seem even worse and move voters toward Harris. And yes, Trump was laughably inept and undisciplined compared with Vance. But if it was strategy, Walz's hug-your-opponent gambit left too many of Vance's dodges and fudges unanswered.
Where a pugilistic Walz came to life was at the end of the debate. No matter how much Vance wanted to sanitize his image and Trump's, there was one issue on which he could not break with his patron. Vance has said that unlike former vice president Mike Pence, he would not have accepted duly elected members of the electoral college in states where Trump disputed the results with absolutely no evidence.
Walz observed that Pence's insistence on obeying the Constitution was why Pence was not standing next to him. "I would just ask," Walz said, referring to Trump, "did he lose the 2020 election?"
"Tim, I'm focused on the future," Vance replied.
"That is a damning non-answer," Walz fired back.
It was not only Walz's best moment; it also undercut a lot of the work Vance had done to put a kind and gentle face on a reactionary, antidemocratic political movement and its leader.
The impact of the Vance-Walz encounter on the election will be hard to judge, but its effect on the nation's political understanding should be enduring. Vance had to hide the impact of his ticket's policies behind a wall of benevolent grandiloquence and invent a Donald Trump who doesn't actually exist. It's not the approach of a candidate confident in the righteousness of his cause.
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What to know about DMV vigils, events and rallies planned around Oct. 7
Jewish groups are hosting events to mourn those Hamas killed on Oct. 7, and pro-Palestinian groups are marking the start of Israel's military response in Gaza.
By Ellie Silverman | 2024-10-03

A vigil in protest of the Israel-Gaza war in November on Capitol Hill. (Alex Wong/Getty Images)


As the anniversary of the Hamas attacks on Israel and the ensuing war approaches, people around the Washington region are mourning, praying, rallying and finding comfort in their communities.
The nation's capital has seen a steady drumbeat of vigils and protests since the conflict erupted nearly a year ago on Oct. 7, when Hamas militants attacked Israel, prompting a devastating military response.
Protesters demanding an end to the war and advocating for Palestinians in Gaza have marched through the streets, rallied in front of the White House, set up an encampment on George Washington University's campus, interrupted congressional hearings and gotten arrested on the Capitol grounds. Those expressing their agony over the hostages taken from Israel by Hamas have also demanded a cease-fire, set up an empty Shabbat table on the National Mall and held a rally to express their solidarity with Israel. The war has also sparked a rise in threats against Jews, Muslims and Arabs and left many fearing for their safety.
Many Jewish organizations are hosting vigils and remembrance events, bringing people together to mourn those who died on Oct. 7 and pray for the safe return of the remaining hostages. Pro-Palestinian groups are also hosting events marking the beginning of the Israeli military campaign that has killed tens of thousands of people in Gaza. There's also a memorial organized by a Jewish group calling for an end to the bombing, declaring that "Palestinian and Jewish safety are intertwined."
Here's what we know so far about the events planned across the region:
Oct. 5
Oct. 6
Oct. 7
This is a developing story and will be updated as we learn of more gatherings across the region.
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D.C. contractor sued for alleged improper screening of hopeful tenants
The lawsuit alleges that RentGrow, a major tenant screening company, unfairly rejects D.C. residents eligible for housing using incorrect data.
By Aaron Wiener | 2024-10-03

Community leaders and members attend a public listening session with officials from the D.C. Housing Authority on May 4, 2023. A lawsuit alleges that RentGrow, which has a contract with the housing authority, is improperly screening prospective tenants. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


A lawsuit announced Thursday by two consumer advocacy groups alleges that a company that contracts with the D.C. Housing Authority to screen residents before they receive housing has been improperly rejecting them, keeping deserving people out of subsidized housing and other types of homes.
The company, RentGrow, has had a contract with the D.C. Housing Authority (DCHA) since 2018 to screen residents so the agency can determine their eligibility for the federal Housing Choice Voucher Program, known as Section 8, which provides government subsidies for low-income tenants in private housing. RentGrow also sells its screening services to private-sector landlords in D.C. and across the country.
According to the lawsuit, which was filed Tuesday, RentGrow generated flawed screening reports that confused people with similar names, used court proceedings involving people who are unrelated to the prospective tenant, or otherwise used incorrect information as a basis for recommending that they be rejected for homes. The reports also flagged records that are more than seven years old, in violation of the federal Fair Credit Reporting Act, according to the suit that was filed in D.C. Superior Court on behalf of the National Association of Consumer Advocates (NACA).
NACA argues that RentGrow, in its use of artificial intelligence and other automated systems to create tenant screening reports, failed to vet the results to make sure they were accurate, as is required by the Fair Credit Reporting Act.
"RentGrow is using AI to create reports that are full of inaccuracies and bias, and they have not done anything to correct that," said Ira Rheingold, NACA's executive director. "And that causes harm because landlords are making determinations about tenants based on inaccurate information."
RentGrow, headquartered in Massachusetts, is a subsidiary of the California-based Yardi Systems. Several Yardi executives did not respond to requests for comment about the lawsuit.
DCHA spokeswoman Alison Burdo said the agency was still reviewing the complaint and declined to comment.
According to the suit, RentGrow relies on third-party data, including credit information from Experian, Equifax and TransUnion, as well as public records from the LexisNexis research company. The complaint calls this data "notoriously inaccurate," citing a study finding a 13 percent error rate in credit reports.
Landlords rely on RentGrow's yes-or-no assessment of whether a person should be given housing rather than reading the full report and drawing their own conclusions, Rheingold said.
"The landlords who are looking at this are actually not even looking at the information," he said. "They're simply getting a screen that says 'reject that person.'"

A sample credit screening report from RentGrow, included in a 2022 proposal to the Chicago Housing Authority obtained by EPIC. The text in the red box at the top states, "Individual recommendation: Decline applicant." (Yardi Systems/EPIC)


NACA filed the suit under D.C.'s Consumer Protection Procedures Act, which allows nonprofit organizations to sue when D.C. residents have been affected by improper business practices. The allegations in the complaint about faulty resident screenings are based on a series of public records requests filed with DCHA and the city of Chicago, said Grant Fergusson, an attorney with the nonprofit Electronic Privacy Information Center, which is representing NACA in the lawsuit.
Rheingold said he's seen similar faulty renter screening reports in his pro bono work with the Washington Legal Clinic for the Homeless.
"I've had clients who are homeless, who have gotten a housing voucher, and who have attempted to get a unit, who got turned down because their tenant screening report has inaccuracies," he said.
The lawsuit comes almost a year after another high-profile D.C. lawsuit over housing software. In November 2023, the D.C. attorney general's office sued the software company RealPage and 14 major D.C. landlords for allegedly colluding to raise rents using a price-setting algorithm.
DCHA's administrative plan for the voucher program states that it doesn't use arrest records to deny people housing vouchers but can reject applicants for offenses including drug-related crimes and violent crimes. About 11,700 households have active federal housing vouchers in D.C., according to DCHA.
Residents can dispute RentGrow's screening recommendations. But, according to the lawsuit, the dispute process takes up to 30 days -- long enough for some of them to miss out on housing opportunities -- and doesn't guarantee that the same faulty information won't be included in future reports.
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D.C.-area forecast: Increasing sunshine for the rest of the week
A few showers are possible late Friday.
By David Streit | 2024-10-03

Fall wildflowers in bloom along the Potomac River near Memorial Bridge on Saturday. (Jeannie in D.C./Flickr)


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
8/10: Sunshine and mild temperatures return, but a stray sprinkle is still a concern.
The long gray spell is finally coming to an end. While not cloud-free, sunshine hours should mount over the next five days. A couple of dying cool fronts give the risk of a shower or two late Friday and again late Sunday, but most of us stay dry amid enjoyably mild temperatures.
Today (Thursday): At last the sun should peer through the clouds with some regularity. A sprinkle is still a risk mainly very early in the day. Winds are lacking. Highs are mostly in the low to mid-70s. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Partly cloudy skies and calm winds are on tap. Lows drop to the upper 50s to lower 60s. Confidence: Medium-High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend...
Tomorrow (Friday): A weak cold front approaches from the Midwest but is dying. Still, the chance of a shower or two popping up late in the day cannot be ruled out. The sun still breaks through enough during the day to keep the gloom at bay. South winds are minimal with highs mainly in the mid- to upper 70s. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Clouds gradually diminish with nearly calm conditions. Lows drop into the upper 50s to lower 60s. Confidence: Medium-High
Saturday should be pretty spectacular with an abundance of sun and highs in the mid- to upper 70s. You have no excuse for not doing outdoor tasks you have been putting off! Or just get out and enjoy a walk. A clear evening gives a great chance to see the setting crescent moon and Venus on the western horizon as dusk gathers. Overnight lows range through the 50s. Confidence: Medium-High
Sunshine dominates Sunday morning, but once again a dying Midwest cold front approaches. This is likely to lead to clouds popping up, and by evening a few scattered showers are possible. Highs are mainly in the low to mid-70s, with nighttime lows in the mid-50s to lower 60s. Confidence: Medium
Skies should quickly clear Monday for another fine fall day, with highs in the upper 60s to lower 70s. Confidence: Medium
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Things we overheard at a 'Love Is Blind' watch party in D.C.
We went to the "Love Is Blind" watch party at Crown & Crow in Logan Circle. Here's what we overheard.
By Hannah Good | 2024-10-03
The D.C.-based season of "Love Is Blind" is finally here. To commemorate the spotlight on one of the nation's worst dating scenes, bars and restaurants around the District are hosting watch parties and other themed events. We sent comics editor Hannah Good and her sketchbook to scope out the season's premiere at the Crown & Crow, a Victorian-pub-inspired bar that also happened to be one of the filming locations.
Here are the best things she saw and overheard -- or at least what she could hear over the very animated crowd.












































(Disclaimer: One of the show's contestants, Nina Zafar, is a journalist at The Washington Post.)
Editing by Tara McCarty and Christine Ashack.
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As rioters stormed Capitol with Pence inside, Trump allegedly said 'So what?' 
In a filing that argues Donald Trump is not immune from prosecution, Jack Smith offered new details of the former president's alleged efforts to overturn the election.
By Spencer Hsu, Josh Dawsey, Tom Jackman, Amy Gardner | 2024-10-03

Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump speaks at the Israeli-American Council summit on Sept. 19. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


President Donald Trump appeared indifferent as rioters stormed the Capitol to try to prevent the transfer of power on Jan. 6, 2021, telling an aide "So what?" even after learning security measures were being taken to protect his vice president, prosecutors alleged in an explosive new court filing unsealed Wednesday.
The much-anticipated 165-page filing from special counsel Jack Smith offers a searing portrayal of Trump just a month before the 2024 election. It describes in more extensive detail than before how many people -- including Vice President Mike Pence, party and state leaders, his own campaign officials, his own campaign lawyers, and others -- told Trump there was no proof the election was stolen, and how Trump nonetheless waged a campaign to overturn the result.
Prosecutors reconstructed behind-the-scenes interactions, including one in which an aide rushed to the dining room to share with Trump, who had been watching the events on TV and tweeting, that action was being taken to ensure the safety of Pence, who was in the Capitol building.
"The defendant looked at him and said only, 'So what?'" the filing alleges.
Much of the evidence against Trump in the case had already become public, either through previous filings, news reports or an extensive congressional investigation into the events of Jan. 6. The 36-page indictment in the case alleges he conspired to overturn the legitimate results of the 2020 election by using knowingly false claims about election fraud to obstruct the government's processes for collecting, counting and certifying the vote.
It was unclear what -- if any -- electoral impact the filing might have. In a post on Truth Social shortly after it was filed, Trump wrote, "ELECTION INTERFERENCE!" His attorneys asked late Tuesday for permission to file a 180-page response by Nov. 21.
The filing was intended to show that Trump can still face trial for attempting to overturn Joe Biden's electoral victory after the Supreme Court ruled Trump was immune from prosecution for official acts. Prosecutors argued that his actions were not taken in his capacity as president, but rather to benefit his campaign. The filing's unsealing was ordered by a federal judge after legal fighting in recent days over what within it should become public.
In a written statement that Trump reposted to Truth Social, his campaign spokesman Steven Cheung said, "The release of the falsehood-ridden, Unconstitutional J6 brief immediately following Tim Walz's disastrous debate performance is another obvious attempt by the Harris-Biden regime to undermine American Democracy and interfere in this election."
Cheung continued, "Deranged Jack Smith and Washington DC Radical Democrats are hellbent on weaponizing the Justice Department in an attempt to cling to power. ... This entire case is a partisan, Unconstitutional Witch Hunt that should be dismissed entirely, together with ALL of the remaining Democrat hoaxes."
In making the case that Trump's acts were not done in his capacity as president, and therefore he was not immune, prosecutors argued that the speech Trump delivered at the Ellipse on Jan. 6 was a campaign rally. They noted that it was funded and organized by private individuals, and that Trump promoted it as a rally on his campaign account. Prosecutors also said Trump entered and exited the event to songs such as "Y.M.C.A." by the Village People instead of the music typically played at a presidential speech, such as "Hail to the Chief."
Prosecutors said the conversations between Trump and Pence were "in their private capacities as running mates," and they noted the president has "no official role in the process by which states appointed and ascertained their presidential electors." The filing is Smith's most detailed explanation of how the conversations between Trump and his vice president are unofficial acts that can be prosecuted; legal experts have said the riskiest part of the superseding indictment was to include those conversations -- because a president's duties include talking to his vice president.
The filing offers the most exhaustive account yet of Pence's interactions with Trump, alleging that the vice president repeatedly tried to encourage Trump to back off his claims of a stolen election. It alleges that one of Trump's lawyers repeatedly told Trump they could not substantiate any of his claims, nor could outside consultants they hired.
The lawyer told Trump that the claims were "bulls---" and that he would lose in court, the document alleges.
The document alleges that Trump and some of those around him were unwilling to listen to anyone who contradicted their view that the election was stolen, sometimes lashing out at those who disagreed. It notes Trump's public campaign to pressure governors and state officials, pointing to his posts on Twitter, now X.
But it also highlights internal efforts to stifle dissent. According to the document, when Trump attorney Rudy Giuliani found out that Justin Riemer, then chief counsel of the Republican National Committee, had sent an email urging colleagues not to back claims of a stolen election, he left Riemer a threatening voicemail.
"I really do need an explanation for what you said today because if there isn't a good one, you should resign. Got it? So call me or I'll call the boss and get you to resign. Call me. It'd be better for you if you do," Giuliani said, according to the document.
Riemer was then put on a leave of absence, but later returned after the election, the document alleges. He declined to comment for this article. Giuliani spokesman Ted Goodman said in an email, "This is blatant election interference by Jack Smith, a person with a long track record of weaponizing the law for political gain."
The document does not explicitly allege that Trump knew he lost the election. But it offers a striking moment indicating he was ambivalent toward the truth, alleging that a White House staffer overheard him telling family members, "It doesn't matter if you won or lost the election. You still have to fight like hell."
The document lays out in striking detail Trump's interactions with officials in key states, including Georgia, Michigan and Arizona, and how he attempted to strong-arm them into overturning the election. At one point, according to the document, Trump asked then-RNC Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel to promote a report about fraud in Michigan, and she declined, saying that a top state official described the report as "f---ing nuts." McDaniel declined to comment.
The document alleges that Trump also pressed then-Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey (R) over the election results in a phone call, but never provided the evidence he promised to send about fraud in the state. The Washington Post reported last year that Ducey was pressured by Trump to help overturn the election results, an effort that the former governor has publicly sought to downplay. During a call in mid-December 2020, after Ducey certified the state's election result, he spoke to Trump and Pence, the document says. Trump "brought up fraud claims," and the governor -- "eager to see the evidence -- again asked the defendant to provide it, but the defendant never did."
And when Trump met at the White House with Michigan's top legislators, the leader of the state Senate told Trump he'd lost two typically Republican counties not because of fraud but because he underperformed with educated female voters, according to the filing. If he had performed as well as those running for sheriff, he probably would have won, said the leader, Mike Shirkey.
Prosecutors painted a stark portrait of how Trump refused to issue a public statement to calm supporters as they breached the Capitol, until all his aides eventually left him alone in the White House dining room, where a television was tuned to Fox News. Prosecutors alleged the FBI can prove Trump was using Twitter throughout the afternoon as the Capitol was under attack.
"It was at that point -- alone, watching news in real time, and with knowledge that rioters had breached the Capitol building -- that the defendant issued the 2:24 p.m. Tweet attacking Pence for refusing the defendant's entreaties to join the conspiracy and help overturn the results of the election," prosecutors wrote. "One minute later, the Secret Service was forced to evacuate Pence to a secure location in the Capitol."
Prosecutors wrote that they based the Oval Office dining room account on an FBI analysis of the activity on Trump's iPhone and eyewitness accounts of three aides who are expected to testify about Trump's "unofficial acts." They referenced documents to support other aspects of their case, quoting an email from longtime campaign spokesman Jason Miller, who the prosecutors say spoke with Trump daily, to show how widely the claims were doubted in his orbit.
"When our research and campaign legal team can't back up any of the claims made by our Elite Strike Force Legal Team, you can see why we're 0-32 on our cases. I'll obviously hustle to help on all fronts, but it's tough to own any of this when it's all just conspiracy s--- beamed down from the mothership," Miller wrote. He did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
In a vivid scene from the main vote-counting facility in Detroit on Nov. 4, the memo describes one Trump campaign operative, whose description matches Election Day operations chief Mike Roman, trying to sow confusion and unrest even as he was being told that Biden's lead was accurate.
When another operative told Roman that a new batch of freshly counted votes that heavily favored Biden were accurate, Roman responded, "find a reason it isnt." He went on to say, "give me options to file litigation," even if the count was accurate, prosecutors wrote.
"When the colleague suggested that there was about to be unrest reminiscent of the Brooks Brothers Riot, a violent effort to stop the vote count in Florida after the 2000 presidential election, [Roman] responded, 'Make them riot' and 'Do it!!!'" the filing alleges.
Roman's Twitter post from the facility that night tracks with Smith's description: "TRUMP Challengers being ejected from ballot canvassing in Detroit! The Steal is on!!" he wrote, starting his post with two siren emojis.
Roman did not immediately respond to a text message seeking comment.
Trump's lawyers had opposed the government even making such a filing, asserting that it amounted to an inappropriate special counsel report on the eve of the election. They are continuing to challenge the indictment against him, and no trial date has been set yet as the case is likely to make its way back to the Supreme Court. If Trump wins the election, he is widely expected to order the Justice Department to end the case.
Holly Bailey, Aaron Blake, Patrick Marley, Aaron Schaffer, Perry Stein and Yvonne Wingett Sanchez contributed to this report.
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'Love Is Blind' D.C. Season 7: The best (and worst) moments of Episodes 1-6
The biggest and ickiest moments from the first episode drop, including Leo Braudy's mysterious draw among women, awkward meetings and, of course, race and politics.
By Anna Lefkowitz, Caitlin Gilbert, Tye Greenwood, Alexandra Lemley | 2024-10-03

The men from Season 7 of "Love Is Blind" raise a glass in Episode 1. (Netflix)


Twenty-nine sexy singles from within a 20-mile radius of D.C. walk into the pods. What's the worst that could happen?
Welcome to The Washington Post's "Love Is Blind" nightcaps, where a rotating group of staff members will be offering takeaways from each episode drop. Why are we doing this? Because we're "Love Is Blind" superfans. We're DMV aficionados. We love the messiness of a reality TV show. And when one of the biggest streaming TV shows comes to our backyard, we've got opinions. (Note: These nightcaps will include spoilers.)
Here's who we are.
Anna: Anna Lefkowitz is a designer. She's lived in D.C. for 10 years and been single for many of them but has no interest in examining why that is. She's watched all of "Love Is Blind," and this is the first time she has done so without a glass of wine. She'll be hosting our nightcaps.
Caitlin: Caitlin Gilbert is a data reporter. She's watched every episode of "Love Is Blind" and has even been analyzing transcripts from the U.S. show, because anything can be data! She thinks Season 3's Andrew using eyedrops as tears was one of the greatest reality TV moments of all time.
Tye: Tye Greenwood (until Oct. 12, when she'll become Tye Brown!) is a regional solutions content and product coordinator. She has lived in Maryland for over 20 years. She has watched every episode of "Love Is Blind," and she and her soon-to-be-husband often bet on who will make it past the pods and ultimately to marriage. (It's his favorite show outside of football, but shh, don't tell him she told!)
Alexandra: Alexandra has worked at The Post for five years and lived in D.C. for 12 and thus annoyingly makes being a Washingtonian her entire personality. She even married a native Washingtonian and has two District-born daughters. She's been hooked on "Love Is Blind" since Carlton threw the ring into the pool.
Here are our takeaways from Episodes 1-6, which some of us watched in 1.5x speed to meet our deadlines.
Leo Braudy, a 31-year-old art dealer, mentions that he doesn't want people to like him for his money, yet he immediately mentions his inheritance, successful art business and Rolex to any woman (and man!) who will listen. He compares marriage to competitive doubles tennis, which is something that has probably never been said before. However, Leo is the belle of the pods -- both Brittany Wisniewski, 33, and Hannah Jiles, 27, fall for him, until Leo chews Hannah out for making another connection (while he's doing ... the same ... thing). Later, he proposes to Brittany with a poem about how much he loves her. Somehow, she doesn't get The Ick, which is perhaps the 30th character of the season.

Leo Braudy on "Love Is Blind." (Netflix)


As Monica Davis, 37, says: "As a female, there's no turning back from The Ick," a phenomenon when someone is disgusted by the actions of their partner or potential partner and can't look at them the same way. Brittany doesn't get The Ick from Leo's poem, but Hannah does in Mexico when Nick Dorka, 29, plays with beach toys in the sand with an older woman. Also victims of The Ick: Stephen Richardson, 34, whom Monica seems to be physically uninterested in. Luckily, Marissa George, 32, does not get The Ick for 35-year-old Ramses Prashad's hairstyling choices, nor did your reporting team from hearing so many wet kissing noises.
A significant number of engagements this season focused on women's disappointment once meeting their fiance in person. Brittany says that meeting Leo is "the most awkward moment of [her] life," later asking the camera, "What have I done" -- a sentiment shared by this author. Hannah and Nick's meeting is somewhat tainted by Hannah commenting that Nick looks "different from what [she] would date in the real world." Stephen looks at Monica with wide, loving eyes, but Monica's face falls when she sees him.
"Love Is Blind" has always included conversations about race and politics, and this season met our expectations. Taylor Krause, 30, shies away from revealing her ethnicity in the pods, but Garrett Josemans, 33, wants to know more, which makes her uncomfortable. Stephen shares his newfound knowledge of his Black ancestry with a supportive Monica, who seemingly accepts that he calls her a "mutt."
Stephen goes on to tell Monica that he voted for Donald Trump in 2016 (and Joe Biden in 2020), which was a rare mention of political candidates for the show. But for a city where it's common for first date topics to include the upcoming election, the lack of wider discussion about the candidates was surprising.

Marissa George, left, and Hannah Jiles in Episode 6. (Netflix)


(Disclaimer: One of the show's contestants, Nina Zafar, is a journalist at The Washington Post.)
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Defense to seek mistrial for ex-Va. officer who fatally shot suspected shoplifter
In its closing argument in its case against former Fairfax County police sergeant Wesley Shifflett, the prosecution played a portion of a video that had not been admitted into evidence,
By Emma Uber | 2024-10-03

The Fairfax County Courthouse in 2022. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


A Fairfax County jury watched closely Wednesday as prosecutors, once again, showed them video from former police sergeant Wesley Shifflett's body camera. Shifflett pursued a fleeing Timothy McCree Johnson into a dark, wooded area. He yelled for Johnson to get on the ground. Johnson fell, rolled, popped up onto his knees and locked eyes with Shifflett before reaching for his own waistband.
Two gunshots are heard, then a panicked Shifflett calls out, "Stop reaching."
But this time, during prosecutors' closing argument, the body-camera footage did not end there. Instead, jurors tasked with determining whether Shifflett committed involuntary manslaughter watched as a panting and swearing Shifflett told his supervisor that he had told Johnson to show him his hands -- a command the former sergeant never issued during the pursuit.
That portion of the video had not been admitted into evidence, meaning the government could not present it in closing arguments. That error, which prosecutors acknowledged to Fairfax County Circuit Court Judge Randy I. Bellows after the jury had left the courtroom, could put the case in jeopardy.
Shifflett's attorney, Caleb Kershner, said outside court that he plans to seek a mistrial with prejudice Thursday morning -- meaning he will ask Bellows to dismiss the case and bar prosecutors from retrying Shifflett on the same charges.
The shooting occurred Feb. 22, 2023, outside the Tysons Corner Center mall. Shifflett pursued Johnson, who was suspected of stealing sunglasses from Nordstrom. The former officer has said he fired because he believed Johnson was reaching for a weapon, but police later discovered Johnson was unarmed.
Prosecutors' quest for a conviction has taken a convoluted route. A grand jury initially declined to charge Shifflett, but a judge cleared the way for Fairfax prosecutors to try again. He ultimately was indicted last October on charges of involuntary manslaughter and reckless discharge of a weapon in the death of Johnson, 37.
The trial, which began Sept. 17, has already neared a mistrial twice before: once when the lead prosecutor experienced a medical emergency that delayed proceedings for a week, and once when defense lawyers filed, then withdrew, a motion for a mistrial after a witness testified without his lawyer present.
The trial has often focused on Shifflett's state of mind as he encountered Johnson that February evening. On Tuesday, jurors heard testimony from the officer.
Shifflett told the jury he felt terror and believed Johnson was reaching into his waistband for a gun.
"At that moment, that was the most scared I'd been in my life, because I thought that, at any moment, he was going to pull out that gun and start shooting at me," Shifflett said.
But police did not find a gun on Johnson.
That, lawyers for Shifflett have argued, has no bearing on the threat he perceived that day near the mall. The defense sought to show that he was just doing his job as they questioned a Fairfax County detective in charge of investigating the shooting and a Fairfax County police training expert.
But Deputy Commonwealth's Attorney Jenna Sands pressed the former sergeant to explain the choices he didn't make: Why hadn't he slowed down, waited for other officers, sought cover or otherwise de-escalated the situation?
"Isn't it true that you chased Mr. Johnson to the point of confrontation?" Sands asked. "You could have stopped at any point and there wouldn't have been a confrontation."
"Then I wouldn't be doing my job," Shifflett replied, elaborating that his duty is to protect the community.
"You are protecting the community from the theft of sunglasses, correct?" Sands asked.
Asked why he did not tell Johnson to stop reaching until after he had fired, Shifflett said: "My motor functions were operating more quickly than I could verbalize what, in hindsight, I should have said. I didn't have the luxury to wait to see a gun, because I realized that I could be shot at any second."
Fairfax County police officers are not trained to wait until they see a weapon to shoot, Master Police Officer Gene Bork testified Tuesday for the defense. Bork, who led Shifflett's Fairfax County Police Department training, said someone can reach, pull and fire a handgun in about 0.25 seconds, while it would take an officer an average of 1.7 seconds to see the weapon, react and unholster their own weapon. Bork told the jury he believed Shifflett's use of deadly force was appropriate.
About a month after the shooting, Fairfax County Police Chief Kevin Davis fired Shifflett, publicly calling his actions "a failure to live up to the expectations of our agency, in particular use of force policies."
During their closing argument Wednesday, prosecutors also played body-camera footage from a Fairfax County police officer who attempted to stop the bleeding from Johnson's chest.
"I don't have nothing," Johnson can be hearing saying. "I'm shot, man, please. Hurry."
Johnson's mother, Melissa Johnson, covered her eyes. Later, she said she was glad the body-camera footage was shown.
"The defense was building their entire case on one person's testimony and my son didn't get an opportunity to testify and this gave him an opportunity to have his voice heard," Melissa Johnson said after court Wednesday. "From the ground, he gave his testimony."
In the event of a mistrial, Melissa Johnson said she hopes and expects prosecutors to bring the same charges against Shifflett.
"If we have to go through this again, we will be here as a family, as a community and we will do what we have to do until it gets in the jury's hands."
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Prince George's police charge 10 students after school threats
Prince George's County police charged 10 students and identified four other youth after investigating 47 school threats.
By Jasmine Hilton, Nicole Asbury | 2024-10-02

(iStock)


Prince George's County police have charged 10 young people, and identified four others, as part of an investigation into nearly four dozen school-related threats a little over a month into the academic year, police said Wednesday.
The threats, which police said targeted about 30 public and private schools across the county, were mainly spread through social media platforms. Police investigated 38 threats within a one-week period, the department said. Most of the threats were found to be not credible, authorities said.
Most of the threats were reposts of social media messages from other parts of the country, including Tennessee, Missouri and Georgia, that replaced the names of schools from those states with some from Prince George's, police told The Washington Post in a statement. Walker Mill Middle School, Gwynn Park High School in Brandywine and Bladensburg High School were the targets of the most threats, police said.
The 10 students who were criminally charged are between the ages of 13 through 16, according to a news release from police. The teens are charged with threat of mass violence, a misdemeanor that carries a sentence of up to 10 years of incarceration and a $10,000 fine, police said the statement to The Post. None had access to weapons, police said.
Four other youths are under the age of 13 and cannot be charged under state law, police said. Police are investigating whether other people were responsible for some threats.
Officials said the department's Homeland Security division has investigated 47 school-related threats since classes began, a "much higher" amount than in past years. While most of the threats were found not to be credible, police said they take them seriously and investigate them thoroughly. In some cases, they said, students want to get out of school while others are students who think they can remain anonymous while making threats on social media.
Prince George's isn't alone. Threats of school violence have recently risen throughout the Washington region, including in Montgomery County, the District and Virginia, prompting schools to lock down and leading to other arrests of young people. D.C. police recently arrested a 15-year-old from Brandywine, Md., and charged him with threats to kidnap or injure a person, in connection with threats at several schools.
Lynn McCawley, a spokeswoman for Prince George's County Public Schools, said the threats targeted a range of schools across the county, but she did not have a list of which campuses immediately available.
The school system previously sent an email last month notifying them that several schools were the target of social media threats on Sept. 17. A few days later, Superintendent Millard House II said in a video posted online that the increase of threats was "a result of the dangerous online trends we're seeing nationwide."
"These threats are not games; they're not funny," House said in the video. "They can result in serious disciplinary action and even criminal charges."
School systems generally do not share specifics on how they punish a student due to federal privacy laws.
But the Prince George's students rights and responsibilities handbook outlines various forms of disciplinary action -- including suspension and expulsion -- if a student in a secondary grade level makes a false threat or threatens mass violence. Students in the third to fifth grades are not subject to as severe consequences as older students, but can still be suspended. State law restricts how school administrators can punish students in pre-K up to the second grade.
In recent years, schools across the D.C.-region have also seen a rise in hoax calls -- sometimes called "swatting" because of the heavily armed law enforcement response it draws -- during which someone falsely reports a shooting or threat to invoke an emergency response. The calls disrupt the school day and stoke fear among children who are maneuvering an adolescence defined by active shooter drills and a gun violence epidemic.
Last school year, Montgomery County Public Schools was targeted by a spate of faux bomb threats that summoned a heavy police response to schools across the county. And some of the youth police found responsible were aware of limitations in state law that allow them to evade criminal charges.
In 2023, Montgomery police said a 12-year-old was responsible for seven false threats that targeted Montgomery Blair High School, Oak View Elementary School and Silver Spring International Middle School. The 12-year-old, they said, "understood that they could not be charged under current Maryland statutes."
And in August, police accused a 15-year-old Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School student of working with a 12-year-old in Pennsylvania to call in faux threats.
In its release Wednesday, Prince George's police said "the agency urges parents and guardians to talk to their children about this serious topic as we all collectively work to keep students and staff safe."
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Man charged in cold-case sexual assaults in D.C.'s Georgetown area
Police allege they forensically linked the man, 54-year-old Ernesto Ramon Mercado, to six home invasion burglaries in which a victim was sexually assaulted. 
By Jenny Gathright, Keith L. Alexander | 2024-10-03

Detective Alexander MacBean speaks at a news conference on Oct. 2. (Allison Robbert for The Washington Post)


A man who police say serially terrorized and sexually assaulted women near the Georgetown and University of Maryland College Park campuses over a decade ago was arrested this week, living just miles from the area where investigators allege his crimes began.
The victims, who reported a series of eerily similar attacks in the late 2000s and early 2010s, described waking up after returning home to rest after a night out to find they were not alone. A man would be on top of them or beside them in their bed, penetrating or attempting to penetrate them. After they fought back or screamed, the man ran away, according to police. The suspect came to be known as the "College Park cuddler" or "Georgetown cuddler" in media reports at the time, which police derided then as offensive owing to the nature of the crime.
On Tuesday, police arrested Ernesto Ramon Mercado, 54, on charges linked to five cold case sexual assaults in D.C. over a four-year span beginning in 2008. Police say they can also link a sixth assault in Maryland to Mercado's DNA. In court documents, police said they suspect Mercado in a rash of unsolved cases of voyeurism, burglary and other offenses across the region in that time period, though he has not been charged in those crimes.
The assaults, D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith said at a Wednesday news conference announcing his arrest, "shook our community."
"We want the victims of this man to know that law enforcement has never stopped working to identify him and hold him accountable for these terrible crimes," added D.C. police detective Alexander MacBean, who said he has worked the case for the past decade.
The journey to Mercado's arrest came in stops and starts, police said, fueled by persistence and advanced forensic genealogy.

Ernesto Mercado in 2010, left, and 2019. (Metropolitan Police Department)


By 2016, DNA evidence had revealed the six assaults appeared to be committed by the same man, court records show. But it would not be until late Monday, police said, that forensics and detective work lead them to obtain a warrant for Mercado's DNA. They took the sample Tuesday morning, submitted it for rapid analysis and had a match by early afternoon.
Mercado, who lives in Arlington, was arrested Tuesday night and appeared in D.C. Superior Court briefly Wednesday afternoon, where a judge ordered him jailed until his next hearing, Oct. 10. His public defender had argued that the husband and father of four, who works in cybertech, should be released pending trial.
Court documents allege Mercado invaded several homes more than once and in several instances assaulted the same woman more than once.  He has been charged in D.C. with eight crimes related to five assaults. A sixth assault that police allege is linked to Mercado occurred just off the campus of the University of Maryland in College Park.
The first assault that police say they linked to Mercado came in 2008, when a woman told police that she fell asleep after a night out with friends in Georgetown, then woke to find a man lying on top of her, kissing her neck. He became aggressive, attempting to penetrate her, then fled when she fought, she said at the time.
A year later, in the summer of 2009, a 21-year-old woman reported waking up in Georgetown with someone on top of her, penetrating her. He ran out of her house, she told police then. That fall, a woman in College Park reported waking up to an assailant forcibly penetrating her, according to court records.
In February of 2010, a woman told police she woke up on a friend's couch in the 3500 block of T Street Northwest to a man lying beside her, assaulting her. That summer, another woman in Georgetown filed a similar report. This time, the man was on top of her, she said.
Then, in 2012, a woman near Observatory Circle in Northwest reported awaking to her underwear feeling wet. She noticed the screen to her bedroom was cut and damaged and later reported a flashing memory of someone being in her room, according to court records.
All six invasions and assaults were linked to Mercado by DNA evidence, police said, but none after 2012.
U.S. Attorney for D.C. Matthew Graves said there are dozens of unsolved offenses committed around the time frame of the charges that authorities are investigating for any potential link to Mercado.
In recent weeks, according to a charging document filed by law enforcement, police installed a pole camera on the block where Mercado lives in Arlington and placed a GPS tracker on his car. Their surveillance revealed that Mercado may have been offering a ride-hailing service in and around bars in Clarendon, Va., and Georgetown, the records state.
Mercado's "late night" behavior, police wrote in the documents filed Wednesday, was concerning because they are aware of cases -- including in Clarendon -- where offenders have posed as ride-hail drivers to lure victims into their cars and then commit sex offenses. Authorities said that when police arrested Mercado, they found a wallet on him that contained a business card for a ride-hailing service called "Focus 2020 LLC," with a contact number listed that matched the phone number Mercado told police was his.
Graves said Wednesday that rapes committed by strangers are among the most difficult crimes to solve.
In 2009, university officials at Georgetown were urging students to keep their doors and windows locked as police searched for suspects. A D.C. police commander told The Washington Post police were searching for suspects but stymied by varying descriptions of potential suspects.
"We're looking at everything," the commander said. "We really are."
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D.C. to have two holiday markets after management dispute upends tradition
For nearly two decades, Michael Berman's small company operated the hugely popular DowntownDC Holiday Market. Now he's setting up a competing event.  
By Paul Duggan | 2024-10-03

Shoppers stroll through the annual DowntownDC Holiday Market in December 2022. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


For 20 years, the popular DowntownDC Holiday Market has featured scores of outdoor vendors in the Penn Quarter area of Northwest Washington starting Thanksgiving week. But this year, the popular, month-long event will face competition from a similar (albeit smaller) gathering of merchants in Dupont Circle, a result of a change in management of the downtown market.
Since its inception in 2005, the DowntownDC Holiday Market, along F Street between Sixth and Ninth streets NW, had been organized and operated by a small company, Diverse Markets Management, under the auspices of the nonprofit DowntownDC Business Improvement District, or BID. This year, however, the DowntownDC BID ended its two-decade relationship with Diverse Markets and turned over management of its holiday market to a different company.
Angered by the decision, Diverse Markets' president, Michael Berman, said he initially fought the change until he "ran into a brick wall." So he began searching the city for a place to produce a competing holiday market and found a spot less than three miles away, on the 1500 block of 19th Street NW in Dupont Circle.
Berman's event, dubbed the D.C. Holiday Market, will be smaller than the DowntownDC Holiday market, covering one block instead of three and leasing space to about 30 vendors compared with well more than twice that many downtown. Both markets will open Nov. 22, but the DowntownDC Holiday Market is scheduled to run through Dec. 23 while Berman's market, operated under the auspices of the Dupont Circle Business Improvement District, is set to end a week earlier.
Over the years, while it was operated by Berman's D.C.-based company, the DowntownDC Holiday Market became an important regional attraction, especially after the coronavirus pandemic emptied office buildings and severely hurt downtown shops and restaurants. Tens of thousands of shoppers flock to the event each holiday season, buying goods from merchants, artisans and others, and watching an array of performers.
In a written response to The Washington Post earlier this year, however, Gerren Price, president of the DowntownDC BID, said that "community and stakeholder feedback around the declining quality" of the market prompted his group to seek different management. In an interview Wednesday, Price said the holiday market's "vendor mix" had grown stale, with "repetitive products, not a lot of change year to year, not enough diversity."
As for the Dupont market, Price said: "I don't see this new market as competition at all. I'm actually excited to hear about anything new like this throughout the city. D.C. is a beautiful place to visit during the holidays, and it's great when there's any addition like this. It'll be great for the Dupont Circle community."
Berman, in an interview, scoffed at Price's "declining quality" remark. The Dupont Circle BID's website says its competing market "will feature artisans, boutique shops, international handcrafts" and local performers.
The Makers Show, the company hired by the DowntownDC BID to run the market this year, did not respond to an email seeking comment. On its website, the company is described as "a women-owned, mixed-use platform," specializing "in building large outdoor, European-style holiday markets that connect small businesses to local communities." The company says it manages such markets in Boston and Brooklyn, N.Y.
Lease prices for booths for the duration of the downtown market are $6,500 to $24,000, depending on size, and space for a food booth or food truck costs $12,500 or 16 percent of gross sales receipts, whichever is higher, according to the Makers Show website. Berman said booths at his market will all be the same size -- 10 feet by 10 feet -- and cost $8,000. He said the Dupont event will feature few if any food vendors.
"I'm not really doing food vendors, nor do I really like to do food vendors," Berman said. "I think it's sort of a slap in the face to the restaurants that surround it, by stealing their business away."
Berman said that his company has about 20 year-round employees and runs many D. C-area events, including farmers and flea markets. The DowntownDC Holiday Market was Diverse Markets's biggest event by far, Berman said, and the revenue generated allowed him to keep his employees on the payroll during leaner stretches, especially in the dead of winter.
When he operated the DowntownDC Holiday Market, Berman said, he set and collected the vendor fees, which "covered 100 percent of the expenses related to staffing, infrastructure, security, marketing -- everything that goes into producing an event like that, which is hundreds and hundreds of thousands of dollars."
Although he kept the profits, the nonprofit DowntownDC BID benefited in a promotional sense and from the influx of shoppers into downtown, Berman said.
"The BID contributed to the market by taking care of trash services and arranging for all the permits," he said. "The permitting process in this city is extremely complicated and expensive. Buying out all the [parking] meters, closing the streets. And they have to hire D.C. police for traffic control. That's $75 an hour per cop, five cops a day, every day."
Price said the DowntownDC BID absorbs some of those costs but recoups some through grant programs.
Under the auspices of the Dupont Circle BID, Berman said, the new market will operate the same way, but on a smaller scale.
"I'll be taking a personal loss just to keep my company going," he said. "But at least I'll be able to keep my staff employed through the winter, until we come alive again in the spring."
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PM Update: Patchy fog and drizzle tonight, warmer and sunnier Thursday
Other than a passing sprinkle, our rainy streak is coming to an end. Sunshine makes a comeback tomorrow. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-10-02

Evening at the WWI Memorial. (Joe Flood/Flickr)


We made it to 11 days in a row of measurable rain. Enough is enough, I say. A strange sight in our skies reappeared late today. Legend has it the thing is called a sun. If forecasts are to be believed -- it's okay if you don't -- we're about to see a lot more of our warm glowing friend moving forward.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through Tonight: Skies trend a bit clearer to start the night. With plenty of low-level moisture around, some fog may develop as well. A shower can't be totally ruled out, best odds of that west of Interstate 95. Lows dip into the upper 50s and low 60s most locations. Winds are light and variable after dark.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): Small chance of an early shower, with some fog and drizzle tending to break with sunrise. Sunshine makes a real return, probably in greatest abundance midday and afternoon. Skies should be at least partially clear if not clearer as high pressure nudges our way from the south. Highs mainly reach the low and mid-70s. Winds blow out of the south around 5 mph.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram.
Ready, set, nice: Get ready for pleasant weather. We're due. While a brief round of showers isn't impossible through late weekend, the stretch ahead looks to be dominated by sun and comfortable temperatures. Considering we are near the heart of fall's "nice day season" this is good news, indeed! After the next few days, it could be dry for a week or two based on how things look now.

Nice weather inbound! (weatherbell.com)
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It's rained in D.C. 11 days in a row. That's almost a record.
The rainy streak, set to be over Thursday, is the second-longest in over 150 years.
By Ian Livingston | 2024-10-02

A drizzly morning on the National Mall Tuesday. (Jeannie in D.C./Flickr) 


If it has seemed unusually cloudy and rainy over the past one to two weeks, you are not wrong.
The District just managed to compile one of its longest rainy streaks on record at a time of year that is often sunny and beautiful.
Washington's 11 consecutive days with measurable rain is now the second-longest in history, behind only 15 in 2016. Baltimore, too, has an ongoing 11-day streak, also among its longest.
Until Tuesday, most of the rain during this streak had been on the lighter side. But Tuesday's drenching in the District -- which amounted to 1.46 inches -- pushed the 11-day total to 3.32 inches, or about 2 inches above average.
Before the streak started, September had been abnormally dry, and the region had been flirting with drought off and on for about a year.

Moisture funneled into the region by Helene and the storm that devoured it. (Tropical Tidbits) 


A parade of low pressure systems over the tropical Atlantic Ocean since mid-September set the stage for this rainy streak, while persistent high pressure to the north has helped lock in the moisture. Nearly two weeks ago, an unnamed tropical rainstorm and its remnants -- which produced extreme flooding in southeastern North Carolina -- stalled near the East Coast for about a week.
Then came a surge of moisture ahead of Hurricane Helene, Helene itself and its remnants -- which are finally starting to exit the region. Even though the downpours ahead of Helen and the core of the storm remained south of the D.C. area, it drew enough moisture northward to dampen the area daily. In recent days, the dip in the jet stream that captured Helene's remnants to our west has been shoved eastward, delivering more substantial rains to our area.
On average, the District's longest rainy streak each year is about six days. That hasn't changed much over time.
The nine straight days with rain to close out September marked the longest stretch during that month on record. The 11-day streak through Wednesday trails only the record of 15 days in April-May 2016.
Measurable rain is considered any amount of 0.01 inches or more. If we raised the bar to 0.02 inches or more, this streak would be the longest in records that date to 1871.
Some years feature relatively few rainy days in a row. The years of 1961 and 1962 hold the record for the shortest rainy-days streaks of just three days.
A unique aspect about this run is it is occurring when long streaks of rain are uncommon. Sunny, dry days are much more the norm in late September and early October. In fact, we're near the apex of fall's "nice day" peak in the region, characterized by sunshine, low humidity and highs in the 70s.
Spring is the most common time for a long streak of wet days. The average lengthiest rainy streak in September and October is around three days.
The rainy streak in 2016 came at a time of year when such unsettled weather is more common. May historically has produced about three times as many long rainy streaks compared to September and October.
If you're tired of the rain, the streak is poised to end. The forecast for Thursday into next week is for mostly dry weather.
Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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He was 'Mr. Walz' to them, and they want D.C. to know he's for real.
Former students of Tim Walz who live in the D.C. area gathered to headline a debate watch party and tell wholesome stories about the man who inspired them.
By Petula Dvorak | 2024-10-02

Jenny Diaz and Andrea Johnson cheer for their former teacher during a watch party for the 2024 Vice-Presidential Debate in Tommy Joe's bar in Bethesda, Md., on Tuesday. (Maansi Srivastava for The Washington Post) 


"Mr. Walz."
That's who was on that big debate stage Tuesday night.
"Mr. Walz built the set for my senior play," Andrea Johnson, one of Gov. Tim Walz's former high school students, told a crowd of about 150 people who gathered to watch the vice-presidential debate and hear wholesome Walz stories straight out of Mankato.
"I want people to know he really is that genuine, authentic person they've been seeing on TV," Johnson told me, explaining why she gathered all the Mankato folks she could find in the D.C. region (seven) and asked them to help her knock out any of the Beltway skepticism that may cloud voters' views of the Minnesota governor running for vice president.
But let's be honest.
This really wasn't a crowd that needed winning over. It was a gathering of Maryland Democrats in deep-blue Montgomery County. A sports bar with 20 big screens. The kind of crowd that shouted down the manager when one -- just one -- screen was still on the ballgame.
"What's the matter with this guy?" a woman in a sparkly Kamala shirt yelled. He changed the channel quickly. Spicy margaritas on the menu, sure, but this Tuesday night it was Wonkville.
The headliners at the pre-debate party were Johnson and Jenny Diaz, both former students of Tim and Gwen Walz.

Two of vice-presidential candidate Tim Walz's former students championed their former teacher during a watch party for the 2024 Vice Presidential Debate at Tommy Joe's bar in Bethesda on Tuesday. (Maansi Srivastava for The Washington Post) 


"I distinctly remember sitting in Mr. Walz's classroom when another student who really hated school and was known to act out interrupted with some snide comment, and a few other classmates started to pile on," said Johnson, a self-diagnosed high school "goodie-two-shoes" who remembered waiting for Walz to snap and reprimand the troublemaker.
"But Mr. Walz did not do that. He sought to bring that student, those students in. He actively engaged them in conversation," said Johnson, 40, who lives in Silver Spring and works in public policy. "He really sought to make them feel valued and make it clear that they had something to contribute. And I frankly, remember being floored at the time seeing this."
A couple sharing the hot cookie skillet near her nodded at that.
"I guess I wanted confirmation that he's a good guy," said the woman in the Harris shirt. "Hearing it from them makes me feel better about him."
Johnson did, however, recognize that wide-eyed look of burning incredulity that Walz gave the debate camera when former president Donald Trump's running mate refused to admit that Trump lost the 2020 election.
"Tim, I'm focused on the future," Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) replied to Walz's question about that.
"That is a damning non-answer," Walz said. "I'm pretty shocked by this. He lost the election. This is not a debate, it's not anything anywhere other than in Donald Trump's world."
You can imagine how many high-schoolers got the look that Walz gave Vance for that non-answer.

Gov. Tim Walz (D-Minn.) speaks during the vice-presidential debate at CBS Studios on Tuesday in New York. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


The crowd erupted in applause when Jenny Diaz, 38, told them she's now a public librarian in Maryland.
She said she learned to love information gathering as Gwen Walz's journalism student.
And she learned to get past the shock of the roguish Tim Walz organizing the classroom desks in a U-shape, to encourage engagement.
"The thing that you've heard over and over again, and you will continue to hear, is that guy you see on TV is that guy who was our teacher, day in and day out," Diaz said.

Jenny Diaz cheers for her former teacher during a watch party for the 2024 Vice Presidential Debate in Tommy Joe's bar in Bethesda on Tuesday. (Maansi Srivastava for The Washington Post) 


Denise Fleming never had Walz for a teacher. She didn't even go to his school.
But he impacted her early years in Mankato in a profound way.
"I was like the only Democrat, and I was like the only gay kid in Mankato, Minnesota, or so I thought," said Fleming, who went to a small Catholic school in Mankato. "And in 2005, 2006, when Mr. Walz started running for Congress, he supported gay marriage."
That was an incredible, unfathomable thing for her isolated, 16-year-old self to hear.
"I heard the adults around me saying that there is no way this man can win if he supports [gay marriage]. No way. No way," Fleming told the crowd. "Imagine my teenage shock when a Democrat gets elected to Congress in Mankato, Minnesota, publicly supporting gay marriage before anyone else does it."
She was so shook, she said, that she came to Washington to work for Walz.
"Come on," I told her. "Years working for him. You had to find some fault with the man."

Denise Fleming during a watch party for the 2024 Vice Presidential Debate in Tommy Joe's bar in Bethesda, Md., on Tuesday. Fleming is from Mankato, Minn., where Gov. Tim Walz worked as a schoolteacher, and Fleming later became a congressional staffer for Walz. (Maansi Srivastava for The Washington Post) 


Fleming thought.
"Yes," she said. "Sometimes, it was really, really hard to get him out of a room."
That long Midwestern goodbye. Gotcha, Walz.
With Walz on the big screens before them, the crowd on Tuesday night drank more white wine and fist-pumped when Walz went hard on reproductive health care and housing.
But Vance was more measured than they had expected.
"Comrade Kamala" and "Tampon Tim" never got checked off on their VP Debate Bingo cards.

VP Debate Bingo is played during a watch party for the 2024 Vice Presidential Debate in Tommy Joe's bar in Bethesda on Tuesday. (Maansi Srivastava for The Washington Post) 


But watching Walz and meeting -- and hearing from -- the Minnesotans during the debate did something for Andre Broadwater, 46, who comes from a family of Maryland politicians.
"Listen. A lot of people, politicians, are the same around here," Broadwater said. "I like the way Kamala Harris flatlined Trump in her debate. And this here tonight shows me that Walz is real. I can't imagine coming up and supporting my high school teachers like this. But his former students are. And that means something."
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SafeSport shelves probe of former NWSL coach, sparking outcry
The case against Rory Dames was closed, for now, over "insufficient" evidence. But several athletes said investigators did not interview them.
By Gus Garcia-Roberts | 2024-10-03

Former NWSL coach Rory Dames is no longer listed on SafeSport's "centralized disciplinary database," the center's portal for information on restrictions placed on coaches and others under its purview. (Amanda Loman/ISI Photos/Getty Images)


Once a dominant figure in girls' and women's soccer, Rory Dames in recent years has become a symbol of an abusive culture and dysfunctional regulatory system within both pro and youth sports.
Articles in The Washington Post detailed former athletes' allegations of verbal and emotional abuse, sexual misconduct and grooming. Dames denied it all.
Former acting attorney general Sally Q. Yates, commissioned by soccer's national governing body to investigate abuse within the women's sport, found the coach's alleged misconduct "was no secret but had gone unaddressed for decades."
In August, Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) criticized the U.S. Center for SafeSport, the watchdog organization created by Congress to root out abuse from sports, for allowing its investigation of Dames to drag on for years, saying "alleged abusers continue to have unfettered access to child and adult athletes as cases toil through [SafeSport's] administrative processes."
And then, late last month, SafeSport quietly made the case against Dames disappear.
Keen observers recently noticed that Dames was no longer listed on SafeSport's "centralized disciplinary database," which lists restrictions placed on coaches and others under its purview. His absence from the list was first reported by USA Today.
SafeSport said it doesn't comment on the outcomes of specific cases, but that a person's removal from the database could signal several results, such as them being placed on probation, having been issued a warning or having served a lapsed suspension.
But according to interviews and records reviewed by The Post, SafeSport shelved the Dames case through what it calls an "administrative hold," meaning the matter is considered closed for now without findings and that the agency no longer has any restrictions on the coach.
Dames's attorney, Susan Bogart, said last month that the allegations against Dames were "false and defamatory" and that he wanted the case resolved quickly "so that he can clear his name and reputation and publicly address the various allegations." SafeSport closed the case less than two weeks later. Bogart did not respond to repeated requests for comment for this story.
In a statement to The Post, SafeSport CEO Ju'Riese Colon said SafeSport takes "every report seriously. ... In instances where additional information becomes available, we reserve the right to reopen a case."
SafeSport blamed "insufficient information" for the closure, according to the records and three people familiar with the investigation, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss confidential information. But interviews with women who previously were publicly identified as having accused Dames of abuse, both in The Post and in Yates's report, suggested a disjointed investigation that left at least some of his alleged victims feeling dissatisfied or ignored.

"They had every chance to," Lauren Hall, who alleged that Rory Dames verbally abused her, said of SafeSport reaching out to her to discuss her allegations. "And it's not like they didn't see it. Everybody saw it." (Taylor Glascock/For the Washington Post)


Out of six of Dames's publicly named accusers whom The Post reached in recent days, four said they were never contacted by SafeSport. One said the center's last attempt was nearly three years ago. The sixth said she decided not to respond after an investigator sent her text messages in which he mistakenly asked her about a different coach under investigation.
One of the women was Natalie Ramello, a key voice in the Yates report who alleged Dames made inappropriate sexual comments to her and teammates on an elite youth soccer club he ran. She reached out to SafeSport twice to share her complaints about Dames, she said, but never heard back.
She learned that SafeSport had closed the Dames case from a reporter and, like other women whose allegations involving Dames had previously been ignored, described the news as a source of devastating deja vu.
"I called my husband and I just said, 'I can't believe that this is happening again,'" Ramello said. "He could literally be out there harming children today, as we sit here."
The sudden closure of the stagnating Dames case, which had become a lightning rod for criticism, comes as SafeSport scrambles to close some of its oldest cases. In a statement to The Post, Colon described "a special initiative to tackle a number of older matters," adding: "We recognize that it is frustrating to those who waited."
SafeSport has said that it has been prioritizing the 120-plus cases that were open for longer than two years, which would include the Dames investigation. A SafeSport spokesperson said that roughly 68 of those cases have been resolved since December. According to SafeSport, 48 of them ended in a "notice of decision," meaning that the center reached a decision on whether its code was violated.
Seventeen of the remaining cases ended in administrative closures or holds without such decisions, and the handling of the Dames case raised new questions about the thoroughness of those investigations before they were shelved, along with how the resolutions are communicated to the public.
A spokesperson for Grassley's office said the senator has attempted to learn more from SafeSport about why Dames is no longer in the disciplinary database but has yet to be given that information. "Dames' disappearance from the database doesn't pass the smell test, especially after SafeSport spent years slow walking the investigation into his alleged abuses," Grassley said in a statement to The Post. "SafeSport needs a heavy dose of transparency."
Dames was previously banned for life by the NWSL. A spokesman for the U.S. Soccer Federation, the sport's national governing body, said his coaching license with the federation remains suspended, though a license is not required to coach minors. "We are disappointed by the decision in the case of Rory Dames," the USSF said in a statement. "This inaction underscores the urgent need for reform."
U.S. Club Soccer, a separate nonprofit that is affiliated with the USSF, said in a statement that it "echo[es]" USSF's opinion and that Dames remains disqualified from its organization.
SafeSport has already had a long and tangled history with Dames. In 2019, it opened a "preliminary inquiry" following a report that Dames married and had a child with a former player, according to Yates. Dames's marriage to a former youth athlete could have run afoul of SafeSport's code involving intimate relationships with a power imbalance. But SafeSport closed the inquiry within a month. That time, too, it cited "insufficient information."
In late 2021, amid a reckoning of abuse allegations against male coaches in the NWSL, The Post published an article detailing allegations by seven professional players who said that Dames had for years been verbally and emotionally abusive and that USSF had ignored previous complaints.
One of the players named in that article said she was contacted by a SafeSport investigator the following month but that she did not follow up because it "wasn't clear" to her at the time who was "safe to speak with."
In February 2022, The Post published a second article revealing years of overlooked allegations of verbal abuse and sexual misconduct made against Dames by athletes in his elite youth soccer club, Eclipse Select. Those allegations included that Dames had inappropriately touched a minor athlete, leading to a police investigation that was ultimately dismissed, and that he "groomed" a girl until she turned 18, when he allegedly had sex with her.
Dames denied those allegations. USSF reported him to SafeSport and suspended his coaching license pending the new investigation. But SafeSport then modified that suspension, records show, allowing Dames to continue coaching under certain restrictions.

"I expected to [hear from SafeSport]; I think everyone did," said Haley Leanna, who previously described Rory Dames's alleged verbal abuse to The Post. "I would have absolutely loved to talk to them and share my experience." (Taylor Glascock/For the Washington Post)


In October 2022, Yates published a 234-page report detailing abuse within women's soccer, in which she presented Dames as a case study in how such allegations had long been ignored.
In the insular soccer community, former Dames protegees speaking out to Yates and journalists was a bombshell, and they said they anticipated SafeSport reaching out to them as part of its own investigation.
"I expected to [hear from SafeSport]; I think everyone did," said Haley Leanna, who previously described Dames's alleged verbal abuse to The Post. "I would have absolutely loved to talk to them and share my experience."
"They had every chance to," Lauren Hall, who also alleged Dames verbally abused her, said of SafeSport reaching out to her to discuss her allegations. "And it's not like they didn't see it. Everybody saw it -- I was uninvited to a wedding because of it."
Lizzie Garrett-Currie had described to The Post alleged emotional abuse as a minor athlete. "I played under Rory for like a decade almost; I had a lot I could have said," Garrett-Currie said. "I should've been contacted, but I wasn't surprised that I wasn't because I didn't really get the sense that they were trying to do that much digging."
Also not contacted was Ramello, the player named in the Yates report, who said she took the initiative to call a number listed on SafeSport's website and leave a voicemail on two occasions in 2022.
Another former youth athlete, Megan Cnota, said she did hear from SafeSport but that its approach confused her and made her feel uncomfortable.
Cnota had told The Post and Yates about sexual comments she said Dames made toward her and other teenage teammates on his youth club in Chicago in the 1990s. She had told the police, too. This April, more than two years after she made those allegations to The Post, a SafeSport investigator reached out to her via text.
"I'm hoping to connect with you concerning a matter you may have information about concerning Paul Riley," the investigator wrote. "Please contact me at your earliest convenience."
In Riley, he was mistakenly referring to another NWSL coach under investigation. SafeSport suspended Riley in late September, the same time that Dames was removed from the disciplinary database.
"I don't know him," Cnota responded via text.
The investigator then corrected himself and tried again, clumsily. "I apologize," he wrote, "did you have any interaction with the Rory Dames?"

Members of the Chicago Red Stars fan group Local 134 hold up signs at a 2023 game referencing Rory Dames and other figures. (Daniel Bartel/Daniel Bartel-USA TODAY Sports)


Cnota said that at the time she wasn't even familiar with what SafeSport was, and the tone of the messages didn't feel right. "I was just kind of turned off from it," Cnota said, and she didn't respond.
Colon said the center "works to communicate in a manner consistent with the specific needs of each party, which at times can include text messages. We recognize and take responsibility for the error involving the conflation of two cases."
Upon being informed by a reporter last week that the Dames investigation had been shelved, the women reached by The Post described dismay, if not surprise.
"He's been getting away with his behavior his entire career," Hall said.
Garrett-Currie called SafeSport's closure of the case a "failure of duty."
Ramello, a compliance attorney, said her profession gave her insight on how she felt SafeSport had failed to do its job diligently. "People who have my job ... must take their job so seriously," Ramello said. "And there's someone at SafeSport who just does not."
Cnota said that for the case to be quietly closed after her former teammates and others spoke out was reminiscent of decades ago, when their complaints did little to stall Dames's career.
"It's sad to think that we finally spoke up and tried to do something about it," Cnota said, "and then again it was like back in high school, when no one really took it seriously."
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A reporter keeps asking about Caitlin Clark. Players want her banned. 
In a thrilling but delicate moment for the WNBA, a journalist's focus on Clark is stirring tension among players and the press.
By Ben Strauss | 2024-10-02

USA Today columnist Christine Brennan says her questions about Caitlin Clark are fair game. (Kirby Lee/Kirby Lee-USA TODAY Sports)


One day last week, with her team, the Connecticut Sun, in a first-round playoff series against WNBA star Caitlin Clark's Indiana Fever, guard DiJonai Carrington was surrounded by a group of reporters. Carrington had swatted Clark in the face while reaching for the ball in the previous game, leaving her with a black eye.
USA Today columnist Christine Brennan had a question: Did you do that on purpose?
No, Carrington said.
Brennan followed up: Were you laughing about it later in the game?
"I just told you I didn't even know I hit her," Carrington said.
The exchange came at a thrilling but tense moment for the league, which has long been powered by women of color but has seen its recent success largely attributed to Clark. The attention on the league has never been greater, but players during the series were subject to upticks in online harassment, and security was added at Connecticut's home arena.
It was with this backdrop that the questions didn't sit well in the Connecticut locker room, and a few minutes later, the Sun's DeWanna Bonner confronted Brennan.
Brennan repeatedly tried to introduce herself and explain what she said as Bonner implored the columnist to treat her teammates like humans. After nearly two minutes of mostly talking past each other, Bonner returned to the locker room. (Brennan confirmed the confrontation to The Washington Post.)
Brennan, who is working on a book about Clark and routinely appears on TV, approached the other reporters and remarked that something like that wouldn't happen in the NFL. She asked why the WNBA was so sensitive and told multiple reporters that if anyone had questions about her awareness of the racial dynamics at play, they should read her coverage of former NFL quarterback and activist Colin Kaepernick, among other work stretching back decades. (Brennan is White; Carrington is Black.)
Three days later, the Women's National Basketball Players Association issued a statement calling for the league to revoke the credential of Brennan, one of the most recognizable sports journalists in the country.
"To unprofessional members of the media like Christine Brennan: You are not fooling anyone. That so-called interview in the name of journalism was a blatant attempt to bait a professional athlete into participating into a narrative that is false and designed to fuel racist, homophobic, and misogynistic vitriol on social media. You cannot hide behind your tenure," the statement read. It added: "You have abused your privileges and do not deserve the credentials issued to you."
Brennan, in an interview, called her questions "journalism 101."
"It's something that I have done in the entirety of my career," she said, "and I think every other journalist has done the entirety of his or her career."
Other journalists, including her boss at USA Today, agreed.
"We reject the notion that the interview perpetuated any narrative other than to get the player's perspective directly," USA Today executive sports editor Roxanna Scott said in a statement.
But the saga has nonetheless become a major storyline of the WNBA playoffs, at a time when Clark's enduring stardom and the league's unprecedented growth are testing the league's relationship with the media.
"When I saw the video [of the questions to Carrington], my heart dropped," Terri Jackson, the executive director of the players union, said in an interview. "I was so upset because we already have people looking to attack these players. We're talking about being safe at work."
A WNBA spokesman did not reply to a request for comment. Neither did Scott.
Brennan, 66, is a pioneer in sports journalism. She was the first president of the Association for Women in Sports Media in the 1980s (when she worked for The Washington Post). She remembers going to her editors and asking why the paper didn't cover the major women's golf tournaments or the women's Final Four -- and promptly got some of those assignments.
"I cannot tell you the number of times my male colleagues -- and some of them dear friends -- have teased me or ridiculed me for my coverage of women's sports," she said.
Brennan said her upcoming book, "On Her Game: Caitlin Clark and the Revolution in Women's Sports," is "unauthorized" and that she has not done a sit-down interview with Clark. It's expected to be published next season. Its scope goes beyond Clark, but she is its driving force.
Clark helped the league secure a huge increase in its new broadcast deals and her games have set attendance records and driven TV ratings spikes. Fox Sports executive Mike Mulvihill posted on social media recently that the audience for Clark's national TV games during the regular season averaged 1.178 million but was 394,000 for all others.

Caitlin Clark and DiJonai Carrington during the WNBA playoffs. (Joe Buglewicz/Getty Images)


Still, some reporters and league stakeholders have bristled at what they see as the narrowness of Brennan's coverage, which has focused almost exclusively on Clark. Reporters pointed to an April column in which Brennan asked why players are "frosty" toward Clark. And she was deeply critical in stories, on TV and on social media about Clark being left off the U.S. Olympic team.
Brennan wrote another piece from the Olympics after the U.S. team advanced to the gold medal game, headlined: "US women's basketball should draw huge Paris crowds but isn't. Team needed Caitlin Clark." The announced attendance was 11,919, only around 300 fewer fans than the U.S. men's semifinal comeback victory against Serbia the day before.
Brennan said she did not write the headline and agreed it was misleading. She said the column itself highlighted the lack of media attention and VIPs at the game, adding: "The whole point of saying Caitlin Clark should have been on the team was to bring eyeballs that this team so deserves that it just never gets."
"Her coverage has gone way beyond what is normal," said Gregory Lee Jr., a former editor at the Athletic and professor at Loyola University New Orleans, who said he wouldn't speak with Brennan for her book even though she reached out. "The way she's covering Caitlin Clark, you're asking, 'Is she Caitlin Clark's PR agent?'" (Lee is a former editor at The Post.)
Added Terrika Foster-Brasby, the sideline reporter for the Connecticut Sun: "I think it's wonderful she wants to write a book on Caitlin Clark, but I do think it's a gross misuse to use those media availabilities to gather content for your book and make players uncomfortable."
She continued: "It's disheartening for those other athletes who have wanted an opportunity to have media coverage and you're taking the opportunity to speak with them but never ask anything about them."
Brennan said she has spoken to a number of players about topics that ranged far beyond Clark.
Jackson, the president of the WNBA players association, spoke to Brennan this summer. She said she left the conversation troubled.
"It was exhausting," Jackson said. "I said this season wasn't a flip of the switch. We had the covid bubble season, other periods. I've been here nine years, and I said, 'You are doing a disservice to the history [by focusing only on Caitlin].'"
Brennan said she was stunned the interview with Jackson could be misconstrued as anything other than a reporter looking for information.
"When you cover a sport, you write about the big story," Brennan said. "Over the years covering golf, I wrote probably over 100 columns on Tiger Woods and ignored almost all the other golfers."
The WNBA has long had a fraught relationship with reporters. Last year, several New York Liberty players were fined for not talking with reporters after the Finals, and the league has shut off reporters' access to locker rooms. Legacy media and newspapers have often made coverage of the league an afterthought.
But that is changing. With Clark leading the headlines, talking heads and many former NBA players have spent this season discussing the league at length, with many of those same people telling WNBA players to be grateful for Clark. Several reporters who cover the WNBA said there remains tension whenever reporters ask about Clark, even as Clark continues to drive interest in and revenue for the league.
After Brennan's questions to Carrington last week, Jackson said she spoke with leadership in the players union and there was widespread agreement that they needed to respond.
But when the union ventured into the territory of questioning Brennan's credentials, the story morphed from a referendum on a high-profile columnist's reporting to whether she should be allowed to do that reporting at all. Several reporters around the league called it a blatant overreaction.
"The WNBA and its players keep fumbling their golden opportunity with a string of ill-advised decisions and PR gaffes exposing them as not being ready for prime time," wrote Boston Globe columnist Tara Sullivan.
Michael Rosenberg, a Sports Illustrated columnist who has covered the WNBA, said in an interview: "Decline to answer someone's questions, complain to them privately, or rip them publicly. That's all fair. But I think credentials should only be pulled for clear violations of professional ethics."
The critique of Brennan's questions was rooted less in the questions themselves than in the climate in which they were asked.
Carrington has been the subject of intense social media harassment. She posted a screenshot of an email she received in which she was called a racial slur and threatened with sexual violence. Someone else posted a picture of a police officer kneeling on George Floyd's neck with a picture of Carrington superimposed over Floyd's face and Clark's superimposed on the officer's.
According to a report in Andscape, the crowd in Connecticut during the playoff series was trafficking in racially coded trash talk, too. One fan's shirt read "Ban Nails," and one fan shouted at Carrington when she fell, "What, did you trip on your eyelashes?"
"In my 11-year career I never experienced the racial comments like from the Indiana Fever fan base," Sun forward Alyssa Thomas said after the series.
"We certainly know that there are many people who are racist who attack Black people on Twitter," Brennan said. "That is a fact. It is horrible. ... In the case of asking the follow-up I did, it was giving ... DiJonai Carrington the chance to address an issue that was already on Twitter and being discussed by, what? Tens of thousands of people? Hundreds of thousands? Millions of people?"
Brennan said USA Today is planning to request a credential so she can cover the WNBA Finals.
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The Orioles' offense disappeared on the October stage again
The Orioles have held firm to their process, building around a strong young nucleus. After another early playoff exit, is the process getting in the way of progress?
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-10-03

The faces of the Orioles' dugout tell the story after a 2-1 loss to the Royals ended their playoff run after just two games. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


BALTIMORE -- These are not the hugs Adley Rutschman wants to remember, these puffy-eyed embraces that double as goodbyes. Rutschman and the new Baltimore generation were supposed to be the antidote to years of October disappointment. Instead, these Orioles scored one run in 18 innings the past two days and watched the Kansas City Royals celebrate a 2-1 victory Wednesday at Camden Yards -- while they get ready for another long winter searching for a cure.
These are not the popping sounds the Orioles wanted to hear in the clubhouse, the dutiful slapping of backs instead of ecstatic popping of corks. This franchise has lost 10 straight postseason games dating from 2014. Five of those have come since Rutschman and Gunnar Henderson and the rest arrived with seemingly endless promise. They scored two runs or fewer in four of those losses.
"It's obviously something we need to take care of," Henderson said. "But we've also done really well hitting with runners in scoring position. So it's something ... I don't know what to tell you. We went up there, tried to battle. It didn't work out."
The Orioles limped into these playoffs. They slumped down the stretch. But given all the injuries to starting pitchers and relievers and the disintegration of the closer they paid for just these circumstances, pitching seemed likely to be the thing that would hold Baltimore back. As it turned out, Orioles pitchers held the Royals to three runs in 18 innings, and that was not enough.
"Honestly, the thing that's disappointing is we have this group of guys. You can see how close we are, and you want to win the World Series," Rutschman said. "That's been our goal all year. To not make it to that, it's obviously a letdown."
Rutschman was the first of the next Orioles generation to come to the big leagues. Henderson, Jordan Westburg, Colton Cowser, Heston Kjerstad and Jackson Holliday followed. Holliday did not appear in either game this week, so he cannot be implicated in the kidnapping of the Orioles' offense. The rest of his young colleagues, however, finished the series 3 for 30 with three walks and 14 strikeouts.
"It sucks. This is the time of year when we want to showcase [our offense]. This is the time of year when we needed it most," Westburg said. "It just didn't happen for us."
Players in a slumping lineup never appear as though they are trying, even when they are. The Orioles were certainly trying -- perhaps too hard at times.
But for a lineup to stop slumping, adjustments must be made. At times, it seemed the Orioles were trying to blast their way out of impotence. Other than Cedric Mullins, who tried to bunt for a hit in his first at-bat before homering in his second, the Orioles' offense seemed to do the same thing in every situation -- letting rallies sputter with big swings instead of finding ways to ignite them with balls in play.
"I feel like we could have stringed together a couple ABs in a row, and we started to do that. Just kind of missed the big hit," Cowser said. "I wouldn't say we beat ourselves, but we just didn't come through."
With the bases loaded in the fifth, a pitch hit Cowser on his left hand. But because he had swung, he did not go to first base, instead striking out for the inning's second out. All Cowser got for his troubles was a broken hand, one that was wrapped in a cast hidden under his hoodie after the game.
The Orioles' best scoring chance of the series fell to Rutschman, who worked his way into a 2-0 count. He took the 2-0 pitch down the middle for a strike, fouled off another hittable offering and ultimately grounded out to short. Asked if there was anything he would have done differently in that at-bat, the man who wiped back tears before he shook General Manager Mike Elias's hand a few moments before turned short: "I would have gotten a hit."
Rutschman is now 2 for 20 in his brief postseason career. Fairly or not, he was always going to be the most visible face of these new Orioles -- the first of the Elias-era prospects to debut, the one around whom everything was built. They chose him over Royals shortstop Bobby Witt Jr., who drove in two of Kansas City's three runs in the series, with the first pick of the 2019 draft. (Witt went second to the Royals.) And as good as Witt has become, no one in Baltimore could say they regret it: By and large before the all-star break this season, Rutschman has been everything they needed and often more.
But something was different for Rutschman this year, particularly in a sluggish second half in which the Orioles were careful with his workload and dropped him in the order. He hit .207 with a .585 OPS in the second half, insisting all the while that he was healthy even as the drop in production suggested he was not. He seemed to be pulling the ball more than he did at his best, hitting it in the air more frequently. He took more first pitches than normal but also walked less. In short, he wasn't quite the same -- and he spent much of the second half hinting that there was a reason he simply could not share.
"I was going through a lot of stuff with the hitting coaches. I was in the cage every day, looking at stuff, working on stuff," he said. "Your body goes through a lot of things during the season. I'll be ready to go for spring training."
Multiple times during his postgame session with reporters, Rutschman said his body will be right for spring training. Asked directly, he would not say what was wrong.
"I'm going to let my body get right and talk with the hitting guys," he said. "We've got a good process."
Offensive process is a key part of what has allowed the young Orioles hitters to become productive hitters in their first years in the league. That process, particularly when it comes to swing decisions and approach, is largely respected and successful. But Royals left-hander Cole Ragans (six scoreless innings, four hits) stifled that offense Tuesday, and Seth Lugo (41/3 innings, one run, six strikeouts) and five relievers held it in check Wednesday.
"I thought we faced a great left-handed starter yesterday, and I thought [Lugo] was good today, and their bullpen guys," Orioles Manager Brandon Hyde said. "The way our lineup is, we're going to see the two or three best left-handers that you have on a nightly basis if they have the lead, and that's what happened to us."
The trouble with that explanation, of course, is that other teams face good pitching in the postseason, too. For a second straight October, the Orioles were the team that could not handle it, disappearing into a process that served them well in the regular season and poorly when it mattered. They have watched another year of Rutschman and Henderson and the rest slip away with no October progress. They face another long offseason of processing what went wrong.

The Royals celebrate in the visitors' clubhouse at Camden Yards. Across the way, the Orioles were quietly looking ahead to the offseason. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)
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Commanders quarterly report: Standouts, disappointments, pressing questions
At 3-1, the arrow is pointing up for the Washington Commanders. There is plenty to praise from the first four games, even beyond rookie sensation Jayden Daniels.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-10-03

Safety Quan Martin has been one of the few Commanders defensive players to stand out thus far. (AP Photo/Rick Scuteri)


The Washington Commanders finished the first quarter of the season 3-1, the talk of the league and with more hope than there has been for the franchise in the last decade. The team is leading the NFC East with the two preseason favorites, Dallas and Philadelphia, reeling.
Though it's likely the Commanders will hit a lull at some point, rookie quarterback Jayden Daniels's electric play in huge wins over Cincinnati and Arizona established they are on the right path. Even an old rival is acknowledging it.
"I hate I have to tweet this.." former Dallas Cowboys wide receiver Dez Bryant recently wrote on X. "but ... the commanders [are] going to be a problem this year!"
Here's a look at the Commanders after four games:
Not even the most optimistic fan could have dreamed Daniels would be this good this fast. He's one of the league's biggest stories -- winning games, winning awards, setting records, selling jerseys and getting showered with compliments by legends such as Tom Brady and Aaron Rodgers. The NFL made him its header photo on social media.
Daniels has been lauded by many in the national media, including ESPN personality Stephen A. Smith, and the excitement has spilled over to pop culture: the popular X account ArtButMakeItSports compared one of Daniels's celebrations to "Ascension Tapestry" by the Italian painter Raphael in 1516.
Daniels laughed and downplayed the growing national attention.
"I'm still a rookie in my eyes," he said. "I let everybody else do the talking for me."
Kliff Kingsbury: The offensive coordinator -- who last year thought he'd never coach again -- is leading one of the NFL's hottest units. He has built an up-tempo scheme around Daniels and maxed out his talents without putting too much on his shoulders.
One of the best illustrations of the early success: By Expected Points Added -- an advanced metric that gives yards context -- Washington has the second best offense in the first four weeks of a season since 1999. The only better start belongs to the 2007 New England Patriots, who went undefeated through the regular season.
The Austins: Ekeler (running back) and Seibert (kicker) have been key role players. Before his concussion in Week 3, Ekeler was proving that, even at 29, he was still an effective runner and receiver with a knack for generating yards after the catch.
Seibert rescued the team from its lengthy kicker carousel. His seven field goals in his Week 2 debut set a franchise record, and he hasn't missed yet.
2024 draft class: Washington is playing its rookies at one of the league's highest rates -- and not only is Daniels impressing, but several others are as well, including wide receiver Luke McCaffrey and left tackle Brandon Coleman, who is rotating with veteran Cornelius Lucas. Cornerback Mike Sainristil has had an up and down start but is a significant contributor, too.
Two others have flashed -- tight end Ben Sinnott and edge rusher Javontae Jean-Baptiste -- but Coleman could be the steal of the group. The No. 67 overall pick has improved each week, and his teammates are high on his future.
"He's a franchise tackle," right tackle Andrew Wylie said.
Most of the defense: While the unit flashed improvement in Week 4, it has been a troubling start for new coordinator Joe Whitt Jr., the two highly paid defensive tackles (Jonathan Allen and Daron Payne) and nearly every cornerback (though Benjamin St-Juste has been solid).
The team is ranked 27th in scoring and 32nd in EPA per play.
Everything has been out of sync. When Whitt has tried to use two-high coverages to help the struggling pass defense, the unit has struggled to stop the run; and when Whitt has loaded up the box to stop the run, the unit has struggled to stop the pass.
There are a few bright spots, including linebacker Frankie Luvu and safety Quan Martin. But they haven't been good enough to paper over the problems. The only time the defense played complementary football in the first four games was the second half against Arizona.
Offensive line: One of the biggest concerns before the season has been ... fine! The line is helped by Kingsbury's scheme and Daniels's legs and decisiveness, but even during true dropback passes, the unit has held up fairly well. The interior has been especially strong with center Tyler Biadasz and guards Sam Cosmi and Nick Allegretti.
If the Commanders face big deficits, the tackles -- Wylie, Lucas and Coleman -- could struggle. But the offense hasn't been forced to play catch up too often, which allows Kingsbury to play to the their strengths. That has helped the unit overperform expectations by a substantial margin.
Can the offense keep this up? The second quarter of the season begins against two talented defenses in Cleveland and Baltimore. Sustaining this excellence will be key for Kingsbury, whose groups faded down the stretch at Texas Tech and with the Arizona Cardinals.
Can the defense shore up the leaks? The team could be a more legitimate threat if the defense just got into the top 20. But it seems possible the team simply doesn't have the talent, especially at corner.
"We haven't found the group," Whitt said of the corners last week. "I'm still waiting on a couple of guys
to say, 'Hey, I am the guy that is going to do this each weekend.' And I don't care who it is."
How inspired are the fans? This isn't just about creating home-field advantage for the first time in years. It's about how far the fans are willing to travel. The only road game of the second quarter is in Baltimore, and how many Commanders fans make that trip could indicate their investment in this franchise.
If the team keeps winning, will Peters be aggressive? The trade deadline is Nov. 4, and the team could make a move for a position of need, such as cornerback or receiver. Las Vegas Raiders star wideout Davante Adams has reportedly requested a trade, and while he might not make the most sense for the Commanders -- he'll turn 32 this season and would cost a lot -- he's the type of player who could elevate the team.
The second quarter features three tougher defenses (Cleveland, Baltimore and Chicago), as well as three important quarterback matchups. Daniels will face Cleveland's Deshaun Watson, for whom he grew up rooting, Baltimore's Lamar Jackson, to whom he's often compared, and Chicago's Caleb Williams, who was picked ahead of him in April's draft.
Carolina seems likely to stick with veteran Andy Dalton over Bryce Young, the 2023 No. 1 pick whom the Panthers benched for poor play.
Washington will want to sustain this pace heading into a division-heavy third quarter of the season: at the New York Giants, vs. Pittsburgh, at Philadelphia and vs. Dallas.
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For Hank Greenberg, baseball was religion. Rosh Hashanah made him choose.
Before Hank Greenberg sat on Yom Kippur, he starred on Rosh Hashanah for the 1934 Detroit Tigers.
By Frederic J. Frommer | 2024-10-02

Hank Greenberg, first baseman for the Detroit Tigers, is shown Sept. 27, 1934, near the end of his second season. (AP) 


Rosh Hashanah came relatively early 90 years ago, starting at sundown Sept. 9, 1934, to usher in the Jewish new year of 5695 -- right smack in the middle of a tight American League pennant race. For 23-year-old Detroit Tigers slugger Hank Greenberg, baseball's most prominent Jewish player, that posed a difficult choice: whether to play in the team's important game against the Boston Red Sox the next afternoon or take off in observance of one of the holiest days on the Jewish calendar.
Any game without Greenberg could jeopardize Detroit's first shot at a World Series appearance in a generation. But the tall first baseman also felt a loyalty to his religion and to his parents, who were Orthodox Jews.
"I wasn't sure what to do," he recalled in "Hank Greenberg: The Story of My Life," his autobiography, with sportswriter Ira Berkow. "It became a national issue. There was a big question in the press about whether I would play first base for the Tigers that day."
The summer of 1934 was a fraught time for American Jews. A pair of antisemites, Henry Ford and radio broadcaster Father Charles Coughlin, were among the most famous Detroit residents. Open antisemitism was a fact of life in the United States, and Greenberg faced his share of it on the baseball diamond. "Throw him a pork chop," an opposing player yelled at him. "He can't hit it."
Even teammate Rip Sewell mocked him that 1934 season as "you big Jew bastard," wrote Aviva Kempner, whose documentary "The Life and Times of Hank Greenberg" was recently rereleased in 4K.
Meanwhile, Hitler's rise to power in Germany the year before was very much on the minds of Jews as they began the 10 Days of Repentance between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. The New York Times reported that in their Rosh Hashanah evening sermons that year, many New York City rabbis denounced Hitler and Nazism.
Greenberg was coming off a solid rookie season in 1933, when he hit .301 with 12 homers. But in 1934, he had blossomed into a superstar, batting .339 with 26 homers, 139 RBI and an MLB-best 63 doubles while slugging a monstrous .600. That only added to the pressure for him to play every game down the stretch.

After his star turn in 1934, Hank Greenberg won the AL MVP award in 1935. (AP) 


On the eve of the game, Detroit was in first place in the AL with an 87-47 record, but the New York Yankees were keeping chase. New York's lineup was packed with future Hall of Famers such as Bill Dickey, Lou Gehrig and Babe Ruth, in his final season as a Yankee.
There were no league playoffs then; the first-place team in each league advanced to the World Series.
"We're only four games ahead of the Yankees now," Greenberg told a reporter at the time, according to his autobiography. "Suppose I stay out of the game and we lost the pennant by one game? That will keep the boys out of the World Series after they have worked so hard all season to get into the series. Would that be justice? What'll they think? And what will Detroit think?"
"The team was fighting for first place," Greenberg recalled in his book, "and I was probably the only batter in the lineup not in a slump."
Raising the stakes was the city's excitement for the Tigers, whose last pennant had come in 1909, when 22-year-old Ty Cobb led the majors with a .377 batting average and 76 stolen bases.
The Tigers, who drew just 321,000 fans in 1933, nearly tripled their attendance in 1934 to an MLB-best 919,000, a great showing for a team during the Great Depression. Fans were doubtless hoping to see Greenberg in the lineup Sept. 10.
"He was a man for whom baseball was practically a religion, so his was not an easy decision -- particularly because the Tigers were in a close race for the American League pennant, and he was a fierce competitor," Greenberg's granddaughter, Melanie Greenberg, wrote in a 2008 opinion piece for the Forward.
As the debate swirled about whether Greenberg should play, Leo M. Franklin, an influential Detroit rabbi, issued a statement to newspapers. "The rabbi said that the question lay strictly between Greenberg and his conscience and that the church had no right to grant him dispensation or criticize him if he played," the Sporting News reported, using "church" as a generic shorthand for Jewish leaders.
"I got telegrams from rabbis and Jewish advisers from all over the country," Greenberg told the publication for a profile a few weeks later. "Some told me of the mistake I would make if I did not observe the day properly. Others told me to use my own judgment. I was in a terrible fix."
The Detroit Free Press gave him some love Sept. 9, the day Rosh Hashanah would begin at sundown. On the front page of its Sports section, under news of the Tigers splitting a doubleheader, the paper ran a mammoth photo of Greenberg swinging the bat, with the words, "And so to you, Mr. Greenberg, the Tiger fans say, 'L'shana Tova Tikatevu!' which means 'Happy new year.'"
In "The Story of My Life," Greenberg recounted how a top rabbi in Detroit had observed that Jews had played games on Rosh Hashanah throughout history, so it was okay for Greenberg to play.
"That momentous decision made it possible for me to stay in the lineup on Rosh Hashanah," wrote Greenberg, who nonetheless still had mixed feelings.
"I don't mind telling you I was upset mentally and at heart when I went into that game," Greenberg said to the Sporting News. But he didn't suffer any bad karma. With the Tigers trailing the Red Sox 1-0 in the bottom of the seventh inning, Greenberg slammed a solo homer to center field to tie the score. Then in the ninth, with the score still 1-1, he drilled a game-winning homer, again to center field. Fans greeted him by yelling, "Happy new year!" and some swarmed Greenberg as he crossed home plate.

Hank Greenberg's home run on Sept. 10, 1934, provided the winning run in a 2-1 victory over the Boston Red Sox. (UPI/Bettmann Archive/Getty Images) 


"The traditional tenacity of the world's oldest and most beleaguered people today had played its part in a pennant race -- winning a ball game," the Detroit Times wrote, adding: "There was more than the mighty bone and sinew of Hank Greenberg behind those two home runs which went whistling out of Navin Field. ... They were propelled by a force of the desperation and pride of a young Jew who turned his back on the ancient ways of his race and creed to help his teammates."
Heavy stuff.
"Some divine influence must have caught hold of me that day," Greenberg said with a smile in his Sporting News interview. The newspaper, known as the "Bible of Baseball," was glowing in its profile of Greenberg but casually slipped in some Jewish stereotypes common in that era. "There is little suggestion of the Jewish characteristics about his appearance, the nose being straight, and he speaks with more of a Harvard than a so-called East Side accent," the story observed, the latter a reference to his early years on the Lower East Side of Manhattan.
Despite his Rosh Hashanah heroics, Greenberg's decision to play caused him considerable heartburn. When he came to the ballpark the next day, his teammate Marv Owen noticed that Greenberg was "down in the dumps" and asked him, "Goddammit, Hank, you won the ballgame with two home runs -- what's wrong?"
"When I got back to my hotel, my phone rang half the night," he replied. "I caught hell from my fellow parishioners, I caught hell from some rabbis, and I don't know what to do. It's 10 days until the next holiday -- Yom Kippur."
Owen reassured him, "Don't worry; when it comes, you'll make the right decision like you did yesterday."
Greenberg did so -- with a little push from his father. A New York City newspaper reporter visited his parents in the Bronx and quoted his father lamenting that his son had promised he wouldn't play on Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur.
"Yom Kippur was different," his father said. "I put my foot down, and Henry obeyed."

Hank Greenberg with his parents at their summer home in Atlantic Highlands, N.J. (Bettmann Archive) 


On Sept. 18, Greenberg hit his 25th homer in a key game against the Yankees, helping Detroit win, 2-0, to open a 71/2-game lead. The next day fell on Yom Kippur, and Greenberg sat. It was the only game he missed all season and, amazingly, the first time the Tigers didn't start their four infield regulars.
"For American Jews, who were still only acknowledged as second-class citizens, his was a meaningful decision," his granddaughter wrote.
Without Greenberg in the lineup, Detroit managed just two runs in a loss to the Yankees. But with only 10 games left, Detroit pretty much had the pennant wrapped up.
Poet Edgar Guest wrote a poem that ran in newspapers across the country. Its last lines were:
Came Yom Kippur -- holy fast day worldwide over to the Jew --
And Hank Greenberg to his teaching and the old tradition true
Spent the day among his people and he didn't come to play.
Said Murphy to Mulrooney, "We shall lose the game today!"
We shall miss him on the infield and shall miss him at the bat,
But he's true to his religion -- and I honor him for that!
In his memoir, Greenberg recalled walking into synagogue at 10:30 that morning, when "everything seemed to stop. The rabbi looked up; he didn't know what was going on. And suddenly everybody was applauding. I was embarrassed; I didn't know what to do. It was a tremendous ovation for a kid who was only twenty-three years old, and in a synagogue, no less!"
The Tigers won 101 games that season, finishing seven games ahead of the Yankees. Greenberg went on to have an excellent World Series, batting .321 with two doubles, a triple, a homer and seven RBI, but the Tigers lost in seven games to the St. Louis Cardinals, a fiery team known as the "Gashouse Gang."
The next season, Greenberg won the AL MVP award and led the Tigers to their second consecutive pennant. This time, the Tigers prevailed in the World Series against the Chicago Cubs, although Greenberg was limited to six at-bats because of a wrist injury.
Greenberg, the first Jewish player inducted to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1956, said that during his baseball career, he resented being singled out for his religion.
"I'm not sure why or when I changed, because I'm still not a particularly religious person," he wrote in his memoir, which was published in 1989, three years after his death at 75. "Lately, though, I find myself wanting to be remembered not only as a great ballplayer, but even more as a great Jewish ballplayer."

Joe Cronin, left, general manager of the Boston Red Sox, and Hank Greenberg, general manager of the Cleveland Indians, as they were inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1956. (Ray Howard/AP) 
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Soccer players usually don't get big NIL money. This one does.
The Texas star returned for her senior season after being enticed by the school's NIL collective, a rare arrangement in a landscape dominated by football and men's basketball.
By Jesse Dougherty | 2024-10-03

Lexi Missimo returned for her senior season at Texas after she was paid by the Texas One Fund NIL collective. (Sara Diggins/USA Today Network/Imagn Images) 


Stay or go?
For high-level college athletes, it often comes down to that, whether they're a freshman, sophomore, junior or senior with eligibility left. And because it's a binary decision -- going means never coming back -- Lexi Missimo was a bit scared last spring, when she knew her opportunity and the stakes of chasing it.
If she turned pro, she could have been a first-round pick in the National Women's Soccer League draft. She could have better positioned herself for chances with the U.S. women's national team. These were her ultimate, wildest dreams, hatched way back when she was the mascot for her older sister's youth team. But on the other hand, there were Missimo's teammates and one more college season. She was a handful of credits short of a degree. She had a final shot to make good on not just a goal but a promise: to win Texas's first national championship with some of her best friends.
Then Missimo heard from leaders of the Texas One Fund, the name, image and likeness (NIL) collective that funnels booster money to Texas athletes. Since the NCAA began permitting athletes to profit from their NIL in 2021, collectives have paid de facto salaries almost exclusively to football and men's basketball players, gaining a heavy influence in high school recruiting and the transfer portal. But at Texas, where booster support is abundant, the collective saw real value in having Missimo back for her senior season this fall, during which she is leading the team with seven goals and seven assists -- and the Longhorns are 9-1-2.
It turned out the pros could wait.
"They basically said, 'We'll pay you to finish your education,'" recounted Derek Missimo, Lexi's father. "It's shocking. Like, are you kidding me? Obviously Lexi saw [former Texas running back] Bijan Robinson driving around campus in a Lamborghini. You know the football players have all that -- and they deserve it, by the way, because of the hundreds of millions they bring to the university. But to do it for women's soccer? It was unbelievable."
Missimo is an outlier in a few ways. Yes, she's a women's soccer player making significant NIL money, both from the collective and through brand deals with Opendorse and Modern Market, among other companies. But there's also the reason for her relative NIL success: She's ridiculously good at soccer.
Opendorse, a platform that connects college athletes and brands, recently released a comprehensive report on three years of NIL activity. The data, which only includes NIL deals processed by Opendorse, clearly shows where collectives and companies concentrate their money. Collective spending broke down to 72.2 percent on football, 21.2 percent on men's basketball, 3.6 percent on baseball, 2.3 percent on women's basketball and 0.8 percent on women's volleyball. Commercial spending -- an apparel deal, an athlete posting on Instagram to promote a local pizza shop -- broke down to 76.6 percent on football, 10.2 percent on women's basketball, 8.6 percent on men's basketball, 2.9 percent on women's volleyball and 1.6 percent on women's track and field. Women's soccer, a nonrevenue sport like volleyball and track, didn't register.
Typically, female athletes who land big brand deals have massive social media followings. But that's another way in which Missimo is different. Her Instagram following, while growing, is just over 7,500. To this point, she has mostly earned money because of what she has done on the field, not by building a large footprint online. The soccer part is what runs deep in her veins.
Derek played at North Carolina and is the program's all-time leading scorer. Susan Missimo, Lexi's mom, played at TCU. When Missimo was a top recruit out of Southlake, Tex., she was courted by professional women's clubs in England. Manchester City was interested. Chelsea was, too, and the family had what Derek called "serious discussions" with each team.
"And I had never heard the letters N-I-L," Missimo said. "That wasn't even a consideration, making money while playing soccer in school. I just wanted to go to college and have a normal experience."
How, then, some four years later, does it make financial sense for a collective to entice a nonrevenue athlete to stay in school? (Collectives, while not officially part of universities, do often chat with coaches and administrators about how to distribute money.)
"Texas may never get a player at the level of Lexi Missimo ever again, because that level of player is always more likely to sign with a pro team instead of going to college," said Chris Henderson, a Purdue professor and women's college soccer expert. "So I think it definitely makes sense to steer marketing dollars to the team when you have that level of player. Plus, Texas brings in enough revenue where they can put money toward most, if not all, sports."
"The average person would say women's soccer is not a profitable sport. It generates expenses to maintain it, right?" said Blake Lawrence, founder and CEO of Opendorse. "But the attention on women's soccer in the 15-to-18-year-old high school girls' mindshare is significant. It is one of the fastest-growing youth sports, too. ... If you could really deep dive into it, that would be connected to enrollment in some way. These sports can all matter for enrollment, and enrollment matters big-time from an economic standpoint."
When Missimo announced her return to Texas in March, she began her statement by mentioning Texas One Fund's partnership with WME, a leading talent agency. She continued: "As a female athlete in the underserved Olympic sports sector within the NIL, I am pleased to get an opportunity to be a part of this." And when she graduates in December, her NIL earnings will be in the six figures.
After that? Missimo will see where soccer takes her next. Once she's professional, Missimo hopes to open a restaurant with her dad's company, which manages restaurants for famous athletes. As for where she'll play, the NWSL's latest collective bargaining agreement got rid of its amateur draft. But it's possible Missimo lands in the upstart USL Super League, especially because her family is friends with the owners of their hometown Dallas Trinity FC.
One thing, though, is absolutely certain: Missimo could technically return for another season at Texas but has already made that choice.
"No, no, no, I'm not doing that," she said through laughter. "I'm not coming back again -- I promise."
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The Capitals added six new skaters. They've fit in 'seamlessly.'
Last season, Capitals Coach Spencer Carbery changed his lines frequently, constantly searching for new combinations that would provide a spark. That hasn't been the case this preseason.
By Bailey Johnson | 2024-10-03

Defenseman Jakob Chychrun and left wing Andrew Mangiapane are both new to the Capitals this season. (Nick Wass/AP Photo) 


COLUMBUS, Ohio -- The biggest question facing the Washington Capitals when training camp began was how six new skaters would fit into the lineup. Each was acquired to fill a specific role, and Coach Spencer Carbery and his staff spent the summer sketching out possible combinations.
Two weeks into training camp, with the season opener drawing closer, the early answer for how the puzzle pieces fit together is simple.
"All the guys fit in seamlessly," forward Connor McMichael said last week. "It's pretty crazy. It doesn't happen too often that way."
Washington opened camp with Dylan Strome centering Alex Ovechkin, with whom he played for long stretches of last season, and new acquisition Andrew Mangiapane. McMichael moved from center to wing to skate with new center Pierre-Luc Dubois and Tom Wilson. On the fourth line, center Nic Dowd had new wingers in Brandon Duhaime and Taylor Raddysh.
Defensively, Jakob Chychrun slotted in next to John Carlson, and while Carbery considered pairing Matt Roy with Rasmus Sandin, Sandin's delayed arrival because of a visa issue meant Roy instead began with Martin Fehervary -- and they remain a pair now that Sandin has arrived.
Of those groupings, only Chychrun and Carlson was intended to be temporary; Carbery said on the first day of camp that the goal was for Carlson, with his deep knowledge of Washington's systems, to help Chychrun get up to speed as quickly as possible. On Sunday, Carbery changed his tune, saying he has liked the pair and the Capitals will "stick with it for now."
Last season, Carbery changed his lines frequently, constantly in search of combinations that would provide a spark and help a scoring-deficient team find increased offense. This time around, with just one preseason game remaining, none of the combinations have been changed, and they're not likely to be.
"I think that fourth line, Dowder's line, for sure, [we] have been really happy with thus far through the practices [and] through the exhibition games," Carbery said Wednesday. "Stromer's line, kind of felt like that, because [Ovechkin] and Stromer have played together in the past, there was some familiarity there. Wasn't too concerned with Mangiapane playing his off side; [he] has played there before. The Dubois line is probably the biggest -- I don't want to say change, but that line, we were a little bit uncertain of would there be some chemistry there, [with McMichael] on the wing. We've felt like that's been a good line."
Duhaime, Raddysh and Dowd clicked in their first preseason game, as did Strome, Ovechkin and Mangiapane. The chemistry has been slower to build for Dubois, Wilson and McMichael, but that line turned in its best performance of the preseason in Monday's win over the Columbus Blue Jackets.

Dylan Strome and the Washington Capitals open their season on Oct. 12. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)


On the top line, Mangiapane brings speed and grit, which helps create space for Strome and Ovechkin to operate. Mangiapane's commitment to applying pressure on the forecheck allows them to keep sequences alive in the offensive zone.
"[Playing with Ovechkin is] definitely, I guess, daunting to start with," Mangiapane said. "Obviously he's one of the best players of all time. I'm just trying to focus on my game and not let it get to me. I feel like if I just go out there, play my game, I'm sure that will click and we'll build chemistry as it goes on."
Though Chychrun and Carlson weren't originally planned to be a permanent combination -- or, as permanent as any combination is when injuries and changes are an inevitable part of a season -- their performance against the New Jersey Devils last week helped Carbery view them as a strong option going into the season.
The risk associated with playing two offensively minded defensemen together is real, but so is the reward when two players who are skilled with the puck combine with the forwards to create a threatening five-man unit.
"I've always enjoyed playing with defensemen who kind of play a similar game, and like-minded players," Chychrun said. "It makes it fun to make reads off each other and have fun with the puck when we have it, control the play. And then also use our skating ability and communication and experience to also make reads on closing plays in the [defensive] zone, neutral zone and whatnot. It's been fun for sure."
Since Sandin's arrival, he has skated with Trevor van Riemsdyk on the third pair, which should remain stable when the regular season begins. That leaves the third forward line as the only group in flux, as it has been throughout camp.
Andrew Cristall skated on the left wing with Hendrix Lapierre and Aliaksei Protas at Wednesday's practice. Carbery's comments afterward indicated Lapierre and Protas are likely to remain on the line, which leaves their left winger as the final spot up for grabs.
"The third line's a little bit of a work in progress," Carbery said. "Seeing where we're going to go with that with Lappy and Pro. We'll see. [Sonny Milano has] played there a little bit. Is it [Ivan Miroshnichenko]? That's the spot that we've been eyeballing and trying to evaluate."
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For NBA players who don't immediately pan out, the 'B' word stings
Johnny Davis's first two years haven't gone as planned after the Washington Wizards drafted him at No. 10 overall. At age 22, his story isn't yet finished.
By Candace Buckner | 2024-10-02

Washington Wizards guard Johnny Davis, shown during the preseason in 2023, enters his third season with plenty to prove. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


Johnny Davis is sitting inside Capital One Arena, where his Washington Wizards teammates bounce basketballs and pose in front of photo backdrops set up on the sidelines. It's media day, and players are ushered from one obligation to the next. This is a low-stakes afternoon. And this is a safe space. Here and now, Davis will never hear the dirtiest label that can be hurled at a lottery pick: a four-letter word that starts with "B."
Instead, Davis, the 6-foot-4 shooting guard who was selected 10th overall in the 2022 draft by the Wizards' previous regime, can sit here and talk openly about his first two years in D.C. (Yes, he knows what fans might be thinking.)
Davis was 20 when he was drafted, coming off a successful sophomore season as the Big Ten player of the year. However, his days at Wisconsin did not translate to the pros -- starting with an underwhelming Summer League debut, then a rocky preseason and a rookie season in which he spent most of the year in the G League. It didn't help that players from his draft class, even a few selected after Davis, enjoyed solid rookie campaigns and showed potential. Then, the whispers from NBA scouts grew louder in Year 2, and a label began to cloud his name.
But try, for a moment, to look at Davis's life at the time, as a new father struggling to balance parenthood. He was a brother living away from his fraternal twin, Jordan, for the first time in his life. A Wisconsin kid who didn't realize until he left the state how hard it would be.
"When I had to move out here and go away, it kind of sucked a little bit because ... I felt like I was missing a part of me, because I was with [Jordan] every single day of my entire life. And then also, during training camp was when my daughter was born," Davis said. "I had to go the whole season kind of figuring out how to be a dad as well, and anybody out there as a first-time parent, they know it's not the easiest thing in the world. It's a blessing, obviously. I love it, but it's not that easy. And I kind of had to figure out -- it's a lot of time management. How much time do I spend in the gym? How much time do I spend at home with my daughter and my girlfriend taking care of them? So I would say it was a lot on my plate ... and it really just weighed on me mentally."
It's a strange feeling to be 22 and already have to shake a label off your career, to carry the weight of other people's expectations. And to be so young yet already considered -- well, you know -- the one thing no high draft pick ever wants to be called: a bust.
"It's a word that's thrown around a lot, and I feel like it's not fair to anybody," Davis said. "I just want to show that I belong here. People can say what they want about Tommy Sheppard, the GM at the time when I got drafted here, but I don't think people randomly get drafted top-10 for nothing."
That "B" word. Try to say it around the Wizards' Marvin Bagley III, and you'll get a visceral reaction from the No. 2 pick of the 2018 draft.
"I hate it. I hate it. I hate that word with a passion," he said. "There's no such thing as a bust, man. If you're still here and you're still putting on a uniform and you're still showing up for your teammates -- I don't believe in that. Just keep going. Keep enjoying the process. Embrace the process through the good, the bad and the ugly. It makes for a better story at the end of the day."

Marvin Bagley III was the No. 2 pick for the Sacramento Kings in 2018 but is now on his third team. (Rich Pedroncelli/AP)


Though just 25, Bagley can speak with the wisdom of a man who has been through some things. Bagley, a former top recruit out of high school, was taken before all-stars Luka Doncic, Jaren Jackson Jr., Trae Young and Shai Gilgeous-Alexander, so his career has been easy mockery for keyboard talent evaluators. Over time, Bagley learned to celebrate his whole self rather than solely find his identity in basketball. He once deleted his social media pages but returned to reveal himself as a musician, a motivational speaker and just a man named Marvin. It has taken time, but Bagley has discovered the secret that rising third-year players such as Davis and Jabari Smith Jr. are trying to unlock.
Over the summer, Smith, the No. 3 pick in Davis's draft, moonlighted as a correspondent during the NBA Finals. When given the chance to ask Boston Celtics superstar Jayson Tatum a question, Smith showed vulnerability in seeking advice on how to handle unmet expectations.
Smith, by any measurement, is fulfilling his role as one of the young cornerstones of the Houston Rockets. Over his two seasons, he has started 155 games while averaging 13.3 points and 7.6 rebounds. However, even he appears consumed by thoughts of not living up to his draft number. While in the spectator seats on media day, I showed Davis the video of Smith -- a 21-year-old grappling with how his career will be defined. As Davis watched, he nodded along.
The truth is, it's too soon for any of us to know how Smith, or Davis, will end up. Aaron Gordon, the fourth pick in 2014, averaged fewer than 10 points during his first two years in the league with the Orlando Magic and was considered little more than a high-flying dunker. He gradually improved, and then a trade during his seventh year turned him into a new player -- and an NBA champion with the Denver Nuggets. In so many cases, roster construction and the environment surrounding a franchise can affect whether a player flies or flops.
With the 2024-25 Wizards, Davis will play on a team obsessed with player development, and it's in the Wizards' best interest to ensure he isn't a bust. A surprising breakout season by Davis would give the team more young depth at the wing or an asset for a trade.
"I would just tell him: 'Man, it means nothing. Those are things that people on the outside are putting on you,'" Bagley said, sharing the advice he would give Davis. "'You're here. You're in the NBA. You've worked your whole life to get here. ... It's not over for you. It's not the end of the world when things aren't happening as quickly [snaps fingers] or as you may have seen it in your mind. That's just the path you're on -- embrace it.'"
Davis can envision his third season as a professional trending up. If only he plays with the swagger he had with Wisconsin, and only if he remembers to stop putting so much pressure on himself. But later this month, the Wizards will convert their hardwood court for basketball, and fans will fill these empty stadium rows. By then, the only expectations that will matter for Davis should be his own.
"I would say, 'Just be more confident.' That's the bottom line," Davis said. "I feel like sometimes my rookie year and even this past year when I got out there, I was little timid. I'm not going to say afraid, but I didn't want to do anything extra. This year, I expect -- I mean, I don't know what the fans expect -- but I expect from myself to just go out there and play. Just play basketball. Treat it like I'm at the YMCA or at a park, like I'm just playing basketball, just doing what I love. It's just on the biggest stage there is."
Davis smiled.
"As long as I can walk into the gym and have confidence in myself and just know that at the end of the day, regardless of what happens, I'm still human. I'm still living the life that I imagined."
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It has taken just five career starts for Navy's Blake Horvath to become a star
Horvath has led the Midshipmen to a dynamic 4-0 start this season entering Saturday's game against Air Force.
By Gene Wang | 2024-10-03

Blake Horvath has led Navy to a 4-0 start heading into Saturday's game against Air Force. (Tommy Gilligan/Imagn Images)


Navy offensive coordinator Drew Cronic was reviewing game film from a dramatic victory over Memphis two weeks ago when the first-year assistant spotted quarterback Blake Horvath flashing a wide grin. It was near the end of the junior's 90-yard touchdown run midway through the fourth quarter of a 56-44 victory over an opponent picked in the preseason to win the American Athletic Conference.
The career-long touchdown run capped a scintillating performance from Horvath in just the fourth start of his career. He finished with a career-high 211 rushing yards and four touchdowns on 12 carries and added 192 passing yards and two touchdowns, completing 9 of 12 attempts.
Gaudy statistics notwithstanding, Cronic pointed to the joy with which Horvath directed the offense as most resonant that afternoon. Horvath in turn has provided plenty of reason to celebrate this season in Annapolis, sparking the Midshipmen to a 4-0 start entering the first leg of the Commander-in-Chief's Trophy competition Saturday at Air Force (1-3).
Horvath has 1,087 yards of total offense and is responsible for 15 touchdowns. He is the first quarterback since Heisman Trophy winner Lamar Jackson in 2016 to rush and throw for at least seven touchdowns each over his team's first four games. He is also ranked first in major college football in total QBR (98.0), per ESPN.
"There are some guys who are able to see the game, they're able to understand what we're teaching them, whether it's the progressions or the timing or whatever the defense is doing, and once they grasp it and understand it, then it slows down," Cronic said. "I think that's what's happening for him. He just has the ability to play the position, both from a physical standpoint and a mental standpoint and just the way he is as a person. I think he puts bad plays behind him really quickly, and I think he's having fun, so that's really a big piece of it."
Horvath's rise to national prominence has bordered on meteoric given his limited number of snaps entering the season. Horvath played in four games last year, including a start Oct. 7 against North Texas. That 27-24 victory would be his final appearance following a thumb injury that derailed the rest of his season.
The Midshipmen used four quarterbacks in 2023, setting up a two-way competition for the starting job heading into spring practice. Horvath edged out sophomore Braxton Woodson, Coach Brian Newberry and Cronic said, to secure the top spot on the depth chart for the season opener against Bucknell.
He has since mastered the offense, mostly avoiding the mistakes often associated with a new starter in an updated system under a first-year coordinator. Navy's modified wing-T alignment, a shift from the program's familiar triple option, instead has proved to be a seamless fit for Horvath.
"Couldn't be more impressed with the way he's playing," said Newberry, who is in his second season after replacing Ken Niumatalolo, the winningest coach in both Navy and service academy history. "I wouldn't say it's a surprise, but he's playing at an extremely high level. Just the improvement over the course of the year has been tremendous."
Horvath's contributions in the passing game have provided an uncommon wrinkle to what traditionally has been a one-dimensional attack focused almost exclusively on the run. The Midshipmen are first nationally in yards per completion (21.0) and passing efficiency (219.7).
During a 41-18 victory at UAB last week, Horvath completed 9 of 11 passes for a career-high 225 yards and two touchdowns. His scoring throws covered 77 yards to junior wide receiver Nathan Kent and 74 to junior running back Eli Heidenreich.
Horvath was the first quarterback in the Football Bowl Subdivision to throw multiple touchdown passes of at least 70 yards in the same game this year. He is also believed to be the only player in program history to do so -- and is the first Navy quarterback since Keenan Reynolds in 2015 to throw a touchdown pass in four consecutive games.
"I think a big part of that is just taking care of the ball and trying to make good decisions and being really opportunistic in the passing game," Horvath said. "In the past we've only thrown like three passes a game, and we had to hit all of them. Now we have a few more shots to fire, but we've been hitting all of them. ... I think when the running game has been as strong as it has been the past few weeks, it really makes the passing game better, and it makes my job easier."
Horvath has excelled in that regard, too, averaging 112.5 rushing yards per game, which ranks 10th nationally. An option quarterback in high school, he possesses what Cronic describes as sneaky fast elusiveness and an uncanny knack for freezing would-be tacklers with a jab step mid-stride -- drawing from his high school basketball experience -- while not compromising velocity.
Defenders have witnessed firsthand how rapidly Horvath accelerates to top speed, frequently running by the typically fleet-footed members of the secondary, as was the case during his 90-yard burst against the Tigers. It was the second-longest run in the country this season.
Horvath also came within 12 yards of matching the program single-game record for total offense that Will Worth set in 2017 (428 yards). Horvath's six touchdowns against Memphis were the most by a Navy player since Malcolm Perry in 2019, when the record-setting quarterback rushed for 2,017 yards while leading the Midshipmen to an 11-2 record.
They have not had a winning season since and enter the weekend losers of four in a row to Air Force. Navy's last win at Air Force came in 2012, when Reynolds, then a freshman, came off the bench to rally the Midshipmen to a 28-21 overtime victory.
"I didn't know it was going to be quite to this" level, Cronic said of Horvath, "but I thought he was going to have a good year. I just saw enough in the spring and the preseason to think that he had a chance, right? And so now every time he goes on the field, he gets better. There's some kids, the more they play, the more information they absorb, the more they see things, things slow down. I think that's what's continuing to happen for him. He hasn't played a lot of football, but I do think he's going to continue to improve."
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Gabriel Pirani's stoppage-time heroics keep D.C. United's hopes alive  
Pirani came on as a sub and scored twice in stoppage time to lift D.C. to a 4-3 win that kept United's playoff hopes alive with two matches remaining.
By Steven Goff | 2024-10-03

D.C. United defenders Lucas Bartlett and Christopher McVey celebrate a goal Thursday night at Geodis Park in Nashville. (Steve Roberts/Imagn Images)


NASHVILLE -- With D.C. United's hopes of remaining in the MLS playoff race melting away Wednesday night, substitute Gabriel Pirani scored two goals deep in stoppage time for a miraculous 4-3 victory over Nashville SC.
When the final whistle sounded -- signaling not just a victory but a late-season lifeline -- several players dropped to their knees in exhaustion, joy and perhaps shock.
United still might not advance to the postseason, but its performance down the stretch against another desperate postseason contender will not be soon forgotten.
With United trailing 3-1, MLS goals leader Christian Benteke scored in the 76th minute, his 22nd of the season. That margin held entering seven minutes of stoppage time. Four minutes in, Pirani snapped a 16-yarder into the top left corner to tie the match before a sparse crowd at Geodis Park.
Given the circumstances, a draw was not going to help either team much with just two matches left. But in the seventh minute of stoppage time, Pirani secured all three points by scoring from inside the penalty area.
"It's 3-1 and guys are laying everything on the line to make sure it stays 3-1 to give us a chance," first-year coach Troy Lesesne said. "The changes, the adjustments, the coaching, all that stuff is secondary to the primary behavior of the players."
United (9-13-10, 37 points) won on a night in which most other matches impacting the Eastern Conference race finished in its favor. In the fight for the last two of nine playoff slots, Montreal (10-12-10, 40) leads the way, followed by Toronto (11-18-4, 37), Philadelphia (9-13-10, 37) and D.C.
United will visit New England on Saturday and finish Oct. 19 at home against Charlotte.
"We want to make playoffs," center back Lucas Bartlett said. "We deserve it, and I think we've fought every moment. You saw the grit the team shows. It's not the highest quality sometimes, but I promise you, we're not giving up. I think a lot of teams have; we're not one of those."
Pirani tied the game after settling Aaron Herrera's cross just inside the penalty area and keeping the ball while under pressure before scoring on a left-footed shot into the upper left corner.
The 22-year-old Brazilian then collected Herrera's cross and, from about the same distance as his first goal, lifted a right-footed effort into the right side of the net.
"I am so happy about all the efforts from the team because we never gave up," Pirani said through an interpreter, teammate Pedro Santos. "We live for the next game."
Needing to win, Lesesne implored his team to continue attacking, even after scoring the equalizer.
"We're going to take risks and we'll live with whatever, as long as we display ourselves in the fullest way possible, whatever the outcome is," he said. "And the outcome was what we deserve."
Benteke scored his 10th goal in 12 matches and pulled within one of Raul Diaz Arce's single-season club record, set in 1996. A D.C. player has not won the MLS Golden Boot award since Dwayne De Rosario in 2011.
Benteke also assisted on Bartlett's first-half goal, giving him contributions on seven consecutive D.C. goals.
Nashville (8-15-9, 33 points) went ahead in the sixth minute on the first of two goals by Alex Muyl, a former Georgetown standout.
Thus ended United's bid to prevent a 26th match without a shutout, going back to March 30 against Montreal. Entering Wednesday, only San Jose, MLS's worst team, has conceded more goals than United, and those two teams had posted the fewest shutouts (two).
United, though, answered in the 24th minute on a set piece. Mateusz Klich served a corner kick. Benteke won the header, nodding it ahead to Bartlett for a six-yard, no-look header.
Just before intermission, Hany Mukhtar put Nashville back ahead with a sensational free kick from 30 yards.
After hitting the crossbar from close range, Muyl extended the lead in the 62nd minute, set up by Mukhtar.
Benteke got it back, redirecting substitute Jacob Murrell's headed cross from close range, but two minutes later, the Belgian striker missed a clear one-timer from eight yards.
The chances continued to flow, though. Pirani provided the last-gasp heroics, and a United team that seemed finished has something to play for.
"There was still a lot of time," midfielder Mateusz Klich said. "We knew we could do it. We never felt like we couldn't."
Here's what else to know about United's victory:
Three D.C. players will report to their national teams following Saturday's match at New England. United is off during the international window, and all will return ahead of the season finale.
Matti Peltola will join Finland for UEFA Nations League home matches against Ireland and England. Herrera is expected to start for Guatemala against Guyana and Costa Rica in the Concacaf Nations League, while Boris Enow and Cameroon will face Kenya twice in Africa Cup of Nations qualifiers.
Longtime defender Steven Birnbaum, who was forced to retire this summer because of injuries, made his first trip as a member of United's technical staff. He does not have an official title yet but has assisted General Manager Ally Mackay in scouting.
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College football best bets: Washington will avenge CFP loss to Michigan 
The Huskies and Wolverines met in last year's national title game. Expect a different result this season.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-10-03

Washington can get a measure of revenge against Michigan after last season's loss in the College Football Playoff title game. (Alika Jenner/Getty Images)


This column seems destined to go either 3-1 or 1-3 with its weekly picks, but fortunately, this past weekend's selections were the former, giving me an 8-12 record through five weeks. Still plenty of room for improvement, obviously.
This column will give out four college football picks per week: the game of the week, a favorite, an underdog and a wild card, which can be anything (another favorite or underdog in a game that might be flying under the radar or a total, for instance). Hopefully we'll all be in good shape by the time the clock hits zero at the national championship game in Atlanta on Jan. 20.
All times Eastern.
No. 10 Michigan at Washington
7:30 p.m., NBC
The pick: Washington -21/2 (DraftKings or FanDuel)
You don't see too many instances of a top-10 team getting points against an unranked team that's coming off a loss, and your first notion probably is to take the high-ranked, defending national champion underdog here in a rematch of last year's College Football Playoff title game. But I'm siding with the Huskies, who probably should have beaten Rutgers last week. Washington had drives end at the Scarlet Knights' 37-, 25-, 2-, 20- and 38-yard lines without points in a 21-18 loss, the end product of three missed field goals (one of them a kick that would have tied the score at the final gun) and two turnovers on downs. The Huskies also outgained the Scarlet Knights in terms of yards per play by a sizable 2.7-yard margin, and their postgame win expectancy was 96.7 percent. (It was the second time this season they lost a game they statistically should have won, the other being a 24-19 loss to Washington State on Sept. 14.)
Michigan's offense remains exceedingly one-dimensional -- quarterback Alex Orji threw the ball just 12 times against USC on Sept. 21 before bumping that total to 18 against Minnesota last weekend -- and the Huskies have the ability to slow the Wolverines on the ground. Washington has killed itself with penalties and special teams, averaging 8.6 flags per game (121st in the nation) and allowing opponents to average 28.2 yards per kickoff return (129th). If it can clean things up in those departments, these close losses will turn into wins, and it can start Saturday against a limited offense playing on the road for the first time.
Navy at Air Force
Noon, CBS
The pick: Navy -91/2 (FanDuel)
Normally the recommendation in any game between service academies is to look at the underdog (34-21-2 against the spread in the past 57 games among Navy, Air Force and Army) and the under (an astounding 45-10-3 since 2005). But the bookmakers have been deflating service academy totals in recent years -- it's 351/2 for this one -- and I just can't put my faith in what might be the worst Air Force team in recent memory, even as a home underdog.
Navy's offense is humming, and not only with the ground game: Quarterback Blake Horvath leads the nation in total QBR and is averaging a gaudy 14.5 yards per pass attempt. The Midshipmen's defense is not very good, ranking 82nd in success rate allowed, but Air Force's offense has been grim. The Falcons have ranked first, second or third nationally in rushing yards per game in each of the previous six seasons but this year are 57th (176.8), and they're 120th in rushing success rate. Air Force's defense isn't much better, and last week it gave up 31 points to a Wyoming team with one of the nation's worst offenses (131st in success rate, 121st in points per drive). Navy's offense should continue to roll along.
No. 11 USC at Minnesota
7:30 p.m., Big Ten Network
The pick: Minnesota +91/2 (FanDuel)
The Golden Gophers are just 2-3, but they've been a little snake-bitten. They missed a field goal at the final gun to lose their opener to North Carolina despite giving up just one touchdown. This past weekend, Michigan took advantage of two short fields to score on touchdown drives of 16 and 11 yards in an eventual 27-24 win, one in which Minnesota outgained the defending national champion in terms of yards per play.
The Golden Gophers' defense ranks third nationally in expected points allowed per dropback, and in USC's one true road game, Trojans quarterback Miller Moss averaged 5.5 yards per attempt against Michigan (by far his season low). Throw in the fact that USC Coach Lincoln Riley's teams have been generally untrustworthy as road favorites in his career -- Oklahoma and USC have gone 7-18-2 against the spread in such a situation -- and it's enough to take a swing on the underdog here.
No. 4 Tennessee at Arkansas
7:30 p.m., ABC
The pick: Under 601/2 (FanDuel)
The Volunteers have scored at least 51 points in three of their four games, with freshman quarterback Nico Iamaleava garnering a healthy amount of buzz. But people are sleeping on Tennessee's defense, which ranks first nationally in overall success rate and first in both expected points allowed per rush and per dropback.
Arkansas' offense looks good from a certain point of view -- its 495 yards per game rank 13th nationally -- but that is more of a result of volume than anything else: The Razorbacks have run 381 plays from scrimmage, which trails only Texas San Antonio among Football Bowl Subdivision programs, and nearly half of them came in their first two games, a 70-0 cakewalk over Arkansas Pine Bluff and a 39-31 loss to Oklahoma State that went to double overtime. Arkansas has seen diminishing offensive returns since then, averaging fewer than five yards per play and barely 20 points per game in its two SEC contests, and now it faces the toughest defense it has seen this season. I think the Razorbacks will struggle to move the ball and this game will stay under the total.
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These three stats show just how good the Commanders' offense has been
"It's fun times right now," wide receiver Terry McLaurin said of the team's hot start, which has featured numbers that are difficult for fans to fathom.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-10-03

Commanders wide receiver Terry McLaurin pulls in touchdown pass Sunday against the Arizona Cardinals. (Ross D. Franklin/AP)


Terry McLaurin entered the NFL in 2019 and has yet to play with the same quarterback in consecutive season openers. He has been on the field with 11 starters and had the most longevity with a quarterback (Taylor Heinicke) who once was on the brink of retirement and sleeping on his sister's couch while working toward a degree in math.
Few have seen a quarterback carousel spin as fast as McLaurin has in Washington, a franchise that in recent years has produced some of the worst offenses in multiple metrics. As McLaurin approached yet another offseason of change this year, he had reason for skepticism: He had been told many times the next season would be different, only to realize it wasn't.
Four games into this campaign, McLaurin still cautions "it's early," but his unbridled joy about the Commanders' turnaround and the play of rookie quarterback Jayden Daniels speaks volumes about the trajectory of the franchise.
"It's fun times right now," McLaurin said after the Commanders' 42-14 win in Arizona on Sunday.
Daniels's record-setting performances have turned the Commanders, one of the worst offenses in the league last season, into one of the most prolific.
When Washington selected Daniels with the second pick in April's draft, it could only hope such change would come.
"But to think he would start like this, no, I don't think anybody would've said that," Coach Dan Quinn said Monday. "... If you're around him, you feel this work ethic and there's no magic pixie dust that we're throwing into him. It is absolutely grinding, working. A lot of confidence comes from that, because he can enter the game knowing that he put the work in."
Daniels's play has helped Washington mask some of its deficiencies elsewhere, including the offensive line, where the Commanders have struggled with protection and presnap penalties. He can threaten the defense with his pinpoint accuracy and his ability to run, which has put him in elite company with 218 rushing yards through four games. And his vision behind the line and quick decision-making have been among the many traits past Washington QBs never showed.
Offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury's units have typically drawn from his college roots with the Air Raid system, which spreads out receivers to attack the defense downfield and relies minimally on the running game. But in Washington, Kingsbury has proved capable of adapting his system to his personnel. The Commanders have used a heavy dose of quick passes and screens, and they have relied significantly on a running game that features Austin Ekeler, Brian Robinson Jr. and Daniels.
"We actually had some [plays] that were some of [Daniels's] favorite concepts from LSU, and we started from there and that was 100 percent from Kliff to say, 'Hey, what are some ones that, coming out of bed, you want this play called and you know it like the back of your hand?'" Quinn said Wednesday. "And so we started from there, and then as you added and you felt more comfortable, that's why the reps are so important."
The effectiveness -- and production -- of the Commanders' offense can be measured in multiple ways, almost all of which show a team trending in the opposite direction from where it headed last season. Boiled down, three statistics encapsulate the team's improvement and potential with Daniels at quarterback:
Daniels's completion percentage (87 for 106) leads the league and surpasses Tom Brady's 79.2 percent (95 for 120) in 2007 for the highest by a player in his team's first four games.
He set a single-game rookie record with his 91.3 completion percentage in Week 3 against the Cincinnati Bengals and followed that with an 86.7 completion percentage against the Cardinals, becoming the first player in NFL history with a completion percentage of 85 or higher in consecutive games.
At no point was his accuracy more critical and obvious than his third-and-seven touchdown pass under pressure to McLaurin in Cincinnati. But that aspect and his quick release were among his strengths coming out of LSU; he had a 66.3 completion percentage in his college career.
"Then there's the element, like I was hitting earlier, about the runs and the play passes that go with it," Quinn added. "And if you can make those two things look similar, with gap schemes and pulls, and then be able to throw to the tight end and slants off of run action, that can make it challenging. ... The third element, which is not necessarily scheme-driven, but it's Jayden and his ability to create a second play out on the move."
Daniels has the fourth-fastest average time to throw at 2.52 seconds, a product of his quick decision-making, release and Kingsbury's offense, which has focused on shorter passes, especially on early downs.
Dating back to their final drive of the season opener, the Commanders scored on 16 consecutive possessions (not including kneel downs), the longest such streak since 2000. Tress Way, who opened the season with a reasonable chance to break the franchise's record for punting yards, went two full games without punting -- not that he was complaining.
"He can just sling that ball," Way said of Daniels after the win in Arizona. "Terry looked over at me in the fourth quarter and we just kind of gave a high-five and he goes, 'Man, this is fun.' I go, 'This is a lot of fun.' So it's good. Hopefully we're just building things and getting things going."
Expected points added (EPA) is a measure of a team's efficiency that quantifies the number of points it adds to its expected total on a given play or drive. The Commanders' EPA per drive of plus-2.0 is the second highest of any team in the first four weeks of a season, trailing only the 2007 Patriots (plus-2.2).

(via TruMedia Sports)
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Neglect, decay and broken glass: How a Maryland school lost its football field
A long-awaited renovation led to DuVal's home field being covered with topsoil that contained rocks and broken glass. 
By Matt Cohen | 2024-10-03

At DuVal, a botched renovation shut down the Tigers' home field indefinitely. (Matt Cohen/The Washington Post)


A man walked across the rocky, uneven softball outfield that had been painted with football lines carrying a large cardboard box. DuVal football coach Darian McKinney, leading a Tuesday afternoon practice, saw him coming and perked up. He had been expecting this delivery.
McKinney received the box and carried it down the hill to the baseball field where he opened it in front of his stretching players. DuVal's practices are held on the baseball and softball outfields, where a tackle in the wrong spot would mean falling on rocks. Near the makeshift end zone, there is an exposed sewer cap.
Inside the box were a few dozen brand new practice jerseys. McKinney had paid for them out of his own wallet -- almost $3,000, he said. The new pinnies were jet black, with a large, bright orange DuVal Tigers logo on the front -- no rips, nothing faded. The players -- wearing worn-out, plain orange jerseys -- watched McKinney lay each new shirt on the ground.
Aesthetics are one of the few things McKinney can control this season. He can make sure his players look good. He can make sure they're running the right plays and working hard in practice. But he can't fix the problem that upended this Tigers campaign before it even began: He can't give his players a home field.
This offseason, the Tigers were promised a renovation of their run-down facilities in Lanham. In August, the field was covered in a new layer of topsoil, a small but welcome improvement. But the soil was found to contain rocks, debris and broken glass, making the surface unplayable. The Tigers have not set foot on the field since.
"For our kids to see the conditions and the facilities we have, and then a mile down the road, [Eleanor] Roosevelt has everything. Bowie has everything. Flowers has everything. Northwestern has everything. These are the schools that are in our radius. They have turf field stadiums, they have lights, they have scoreboards," McKinney said. "From a mental standpoint, my kids feel inferior to those schools."
McKinney bought the new practice jerseys to help his players resemble the other Prince George's County schools that have what DuVal does not.
"Thank you, Coach," many called out as they slipped the new tops over their shoulder pads.
McKinney hoped that, if his players looked the part, they would remember they belonged.

Without access to their home field, the Tigers often practice in a softball outfield. (Matt Cohen/The Washington Post)


Even before the mess of this season, DuVal had never played a Friday night home football game. Its field does not have overhead lights. The bleachers running alongside DuVal's field are made of wood and require careful paces with a grip on the railing to stay balanced on loose, warped boards that give under the weight of each step. There are loose bolts and protruding nails.
McKinney tells stories of fans falling through the old wood. He believes the bleachers have not been replaced since the 1950s.
The coach said the field has seen few improvements since then. He was hired at DuVal in 2019. In 2021, the Tigers were unable to play on their home field because of safety concerns. When they returned to the field the following season, McKinney said multiple players suffered significant, season-ending injuries. One player told said he broke his ankle on the old field. Another said he hyperextended his knee stepping in a hole.
The story of how the field reached that state of disrepair is a result of neglect from Prince George's County leadership, several people around the DuVal program said. Frustrated with the situation, McKinney got in touch with Maryland state senator Alonzo T. Washington (D), who helped acquire a $500,000 legislative bond initiative designated solely for use on DuVal's football field.
"It's just not consistent or fair," Washington said. "Typically, what I've seen throughout the years is that the elected official that brings up these issues to the school system, things usually change, or things usually improve."
On Aug. 6, a landscaping company contracted by Prince George's County laid new topsoil on the field. It was meant to be the fix the program had been waiting for. Instead, the new soil made matters worse.
"I said, 'If they put this on this field, it's going to make it worse,'" McKinney said. "You could look at it. There was glass, there was rocks. There was huge shards of glass in the dirt that you could see...The thing about it: After they put the contaminated dirt on the field, no one from P.G. County came out to see if number one, they did what they were supposed to do, and then number two, if it worked."
McKinney was at the school the day the glass-filled topsoil was put on the field. Soon after, he was forced to tell his players that the stadium would be closed indefinitely.
"I was in shock," DuVal junior offensive lineman Josue Joya said.

Even before the botched renovation, DuVal's home field was in poor shape. (Matt Cohen/The Washington Post)


Prince George's County acknowledged the mistake. In a statement emailed to The Washington Post, the County said it "immediately took steps to ensure the safety of the students and staff by closing the stadium and relocating all sports to other locations."
A Prince George's County Public Schools spokesperson said $3,500 was budgeted for the original topsoil job on top of regular annual maintenance, but the company was not paid.
According to the statement, Prince George's County has since spent $249,500 on a repair project that included removing the contaminated topsoil, replacing the field's irrigation system, adding new topsoil and sodding the entire field. That was completed Aug. 30. The stadium remains closed as the new sod grows. Right now, there is no date for a reopening.
The statement did not describe future renovation plans or name which vendor was used for the soil.
Washington said he wasn't aware of the amount Prince George's County spent to fix the contaminated topsoil until speaking with The Washington Post. He said he wasn't sure whether the money spent on repairs came out of the funds he allocated.
"It's funny, they were telling me that they don't have any money to do any of the work -- significant work -- for that field," Washington said of his conversations with Prince George's County officials. "And because of this, they found -- I didn't even know that they found that money to redo the field. I mean, they could have done that initially."
The decision to shut down the field meant DuVal would have to play all its home games on the road. Its senior night is scheduled to be played at Wise, 15 miles away, on Oct. 18. McKinney said many of his players' families live within walking distance from DuVal in neighborhood homes or apartments. Commuting to a season full of road games is not a simple ask.
For the players, the renovation fiasco means a season spent practicing on a softball field and playing in front of smaller crowds.
"Especially senior year, it sucks bad," linebacker Demeterius Spann said. "I don't get to have the real DuVal support, cause everybody has to go to different schools for our home games. I played on this field probably two years now. The home games are always turnt, always fun. Regardless if it was a win or a loss, the crowd was always turning up for us."

DuVal Coach Darian McKinney recently provided his players with new practice jerseys. (Matt Cohen/The Washington Post)


For its second "home" game of the season Sept. 13, the DuVal football team arrived in the parking lot at Northwestern High in a yellow school bus just over an hour before kickoff.
The players, already wearing their uniforms and shoulder pads, entered Northwestern's football stadium through a large, modern gateway. The turf field was flanked by shiny metal bleachers on both sides. Northwestern's stadium renovation was completed in 2017.
This was a home game for the Tigers, but they would have no use of a locker room. So they tucked their backpacks under a metal bench on the sideline before warmups.
DuVal still worked ticket sales for the game. DuVal Athletic Director Robert Langway, who declined to comment for this story, said before the game that about 250 tickets were sold.
But hardly a few dozen people were in the stands at kickoff. Noise was at a minimum, the volume kept close to a whisper as the band rose to play "The Star Spangled Banner."
"I feel bad coming out here," DuVal parent Gary Stewart Jr. said. "They put in the work and there is no crowd."
The majority of the students in attendance were in the band, which played its own rendition of the Michigan fight song "Hail to the Victors" with each DuVal score. The crowd slowly grew through the first half, but it was still nothing close to a home atmosphere.
"It takes away from the school spirit," DuVal parent Christina Rice said at the game. "This is 30 minutes out of my way."
DuVal took a 22-19 lead with 1:04 to go in the game. Laurel had one last chance with the ball, but when its Hail Mary attempt fell harmlessly to the turf, Joya ripped off his helmet and ran toward the students in the stands to celebrate.
For a few brief moments, the scene was perfectly normal: a team celebrating a Friday night victory with its fans. Then, the Tigers made their way down a driveway and piled back onto the bus.
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NFL best bets for Week 5: Expect ugly offense from Broncos-Raiders
The best value plays for Week 5 of the NFL season, plus picks for every game. 
By Neil Greenberg | 2024-10-03

Bo Nix and the Denver Broncos are 2-2, but their offense has been underwhelming. (Adam Hunger/AP) 


Week 4 was not my best showing. The Washington Commanders continued their surprising offensive wizardry by scoring on seven of nine drives against the Arizona Cardinals, beating them 42-14. (I had the Cardinals.) The Detroit Lions enjoyed a record-setting performance by quarterback Jared Goff -- he set the record for most passing attempts without an incompletion in a single game -- and went way over their team total, also scoring 42 points. (I had their under.) The good news is now we have an opportunity to go on a hot streak.
Speaking of hot streaks, underdogs getting at least six points in the spread have crushed covers this season, going 12-2-2 against the number. That's the best cover rate by such teams at this point in a season since 2002. There is only one underdog of that magnitude this week, the Arizona Cardinals +7 at the San Francisco 49ers, and I am not so sure they will cover. It isn't a best bet, but I am leaning toward the 49ers because our power ratings imply the Cardinals should be getting nine points.
Best bets record in 2024: 3-7 (1-1 on player props)
Picks were made against the consensus point spreads as of Wednesday morning; odds that have since changed have been updated in bold type, but picks are locked in at the earlier odds.
Bye week: Detroit Lions, Los Angeles Chargers, Philadelphia Eagles, Tennessee Titans
Sunday, 4:05 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Under 351/2 points (The game pick is Denver Broncos -3, but it is not a best bet.)
The Broncos offense is underwhelming, to say the least. Their offensive efficiency after adjusting for strength of schedule is the fifth worst in the league, per Aaron Schatz's defense-adjusted value over average metric. Their quarterback, rookie Bo Nix, ranks second to last in subjective performance according to the game charters at Pro Football Focus. However, Denver's defense is stout, limiting opponents to 12 fewer points per game than we would expect based on the down, distance and field position of each play, per data from TruMedia.
The Raiders have been poor on both sides of the ball, ranking 25th in offense and 25th in defense, per DVOA. It's unlikely they will be able to do much against Denver this week.
Plus, the high altitude of Empower Field at Mile High -- 5,280 feet above sea level -- should be a factor. Over the past five years, the unders have cashed 60 percent of the time at Mile High (21-14-0), covering by an average of two points per contest, per data from TruMedia. If we limit this trend to the first five weeks of the season, the under cover rate improves to 82 percent (9-2-0, covering by an average of nine points per game).
Sunday, 4:25 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Packers team total over 251/2 points (The game pick is Green Bay Packers -3, but it is not a best bet.)
Green Bay put up 29 points against the Minnesota Vikings last week despite two missed field goals and four turnovers. Not a bad performance against the most efficient defense of 2024, per DVOA. The Rams defense ranks 31st, with only the Jacksonville Jaguars considered worse by this metric. I expect Green Bay Coach Matt LaFleur and offensive coordinator Adam Stenavich to scheme a big game from quarterback Jordan Love against a secondary Pro Football Focus ranks as one of the worst in the NFL (29th).
The plays above represent our best bets of the week, because our analysis shows their value is the most lucrative compared with what we expect to happen on the field. Below, you will find against-the-spread picks for all of the games on this week's schedule.
However, trying to pick every game is something of a fool's errand. The house wins so often partly because bettors try to make too many plays when the odds aren't in their favor. Keep that in mind when evaluating the remaining games from this week's schedule.
Thursday, 8:15 p.m. | Prime Video
Pick: Atlanta Falcons -11/2
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. | NFL Network
Pick: Minnesota Vikings -21/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Chicago Bears -31/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Baltimore Ravens -21/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Buffalo Bills -1
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Jacksonville Jaguars -3
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Miami Dolphins +1
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Washington Commanders -3
Sunday, 4:05 p.m. | Fox
Pick: San Francisco 49ers -7
Sunday, 4:25 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Seattle Seahawks -6
Sunday, 8:20 p.m. | NBC
Pick: Dallas Cowboys +2
Sunday, 8:15 p.m. | ESPN, ESPN2
Pick: Kansas City Chiefs -51/2
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Michael Jordan joins lawsuit against 'monopolistic bullies' at NASCAR
Jordan's 23XI team was joined by Front Row Motorsports in accusing NASCAR and its owners, the France family, of engaging in "anti-competitive practices."
By Des Bieler | 2024-10-03

Michael Jordan's 23XI Racing is part of a lawsuit filed Wednesday against NASCAR and its CEO, Jim France. (Mike Stewart/AP)


Michael Jordan and his NASCAR team joined a competitor on the circuit in filing a lawsuit on Wednesday that accuses the stock-car racing giant and the family that controls it of antitrust violations under the federal Sherman Act.
"The France family and NASCAR are monopolistic bullies," the lawsuit states. "And bullies will continue to impose their will to hurt others until their targets stand up and refuse to be victims. That moment has now arrived."
The lawsuit was filed in a North Carolina federal court by a legal team acting on behalf of 23XI Racing, a team formed in 2020 and co-owned by Jordan, and Front Row Motorsports, which has competed on the circuit since 2004. 23XI is also part-owned by Denny Hamlin, a 54-time winner in Cup Series events who drives for Joe Gibbs Racing.
Named as defendants in the lawsuit were NASCAR and its CEO, Jim France, a son of Bill France Sr., who founded NASCAR in 1948 and whose family has controlled it ever since. That differentiates NASCAR, the lawsuit noted, from comparable sports leagues such as the NFL and NBA, which are "owned and operated by their teams."
NASCAR teams essentially operate as independent contractors that secure entrance to races on the circuit via charters, legal agreements that for many years lasted just one year, leaving the teams with little long-term financial stability. In 2016, after many teams banded together to negotiate with NASCAR as a group, the charter agreement was extended to a four-year term, which was renewed in 2020. With the current term set to expire at the end of this year, NASCAR engaged in what the lawsuit described as pressure tactics to get agreement on a new charter that is even more to the France's benefit -- and to the alleged detriment of the teams -- than the previous version.
NASCAR, per the lawsuit and as reported elsewhere, gave teams an ultimatum last month to sign during a brief window before the playoffs began or risk not having a 2025 charter. All but 23XI Racing and Front Row Motorsports complied, with Hendrick Motorsports owner Rick Hendrick saying at the time he was "just tired" after months of negotiations.
In a joint news release Wednesday, the two teams said the "unfair terms" of the 2016 and 2025 charters were "central" to the legal action. Most notable among the "anti-competitive practices" ascribed to NASCAR by the teams were these listed items:
The charter terms, the lawsuit stated, have caused teams to "struggle to make a reasonable profit while investing the tens of millions of dollars" required to compete at stock car racing's premier level. Running a team in the top-tier Cup Series was estimated at around $18 million annually, not including the salaries of drivers.
The lawsuit noted that of the 19 team owners who signed the 2016 charter, just eight remain in the sport. Meanwhile, the France family was said to have "profited handsomely," including from broadcast deals totaling $23.1 billion over the past 24 years.
"Everyone knows that I have always been a fierce competitor," Jordan said in a statement, "and that will to win is what drives me and the entire 23XI team each and every week out on the track. I love the sport of racing and the passion of our fans, but the way NASCAR is run today is unfair to teams, drivers, sponsors, and fans. Today's action shows I'm willing to fight for a competitive market where everyone wins."
NASCAR had no public comment, pointing (via the Associated Press) to pending litigation. The circuit's headquarters are in Daytona Beach, Fla., but it also has corporate offices in Charlotte. In explaining its filing in North Carolina, the lawsuit noted that NASCAR conducts a significant amount of its business in that state.
Among the attorneys from the Chicago-based firm of Winston and Strawn LLP who submitted the lawsuit was Jeffrey Kessler. Kessler has been involved in a number of labor actions in the sports world, including work on behalf of the NFL players union, NCAA athletes and members of the United States women's national soccer team.
Front Row Motorsports, owned by Bob Jenkins, and 23XI said they would seek a preliminary injunction allowing them to race next year under the new charter agreement while pursuing their antitrust litigation.
"I have been part of this racing community for 20 years and couldn't be more proud of the Front Row Motorsports team and our success. But the time has come for change," Jenkins said in a statement. "We need a more competitive and fair system where teams, drivers, and sponsors can be rewarded for our collective investment by building long-term enterprise value, just like every other successful professional sports league."
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-10-03
NFL
8:15 p.m. Tampa Bay at Atlanta >>> Prime Video, WJFK (106.7 FM), WTEM (980 AM)
MLB PLAYOFFS -- FIRST ROUND
7 p.m. Game 3: New York Mets at Milwaukee >>> ESPN, WSBN (630 AM)
NHL PRESEASON
7 p.m. New Jersey at Philadelphia >>> NHL Network
10 p.m. Colorado at Vegas >>> NHL Network
GOLF
7 a.m. DP World Tour: Alfred Dunhill Links Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
1 p.m. Korn Ferry Tour: Tour Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
4 p.m. PGA Tour: Sanderson Farms Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
1 a.m. (Friday) Asia-Pacific Amateur Championship, second round >>> ESPN2
1 a.m. (Friday) Ladies European Tour: Aramco Team Series Asia, first round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
12:45 p.m. UEFA Europa League: Nice at Lazio >>> CBS Sports Network
3 p.m. UEFA Europa League: Lyon at Rangers >>> CBS Sports Network
TENNIS
5 a.m. ATP: Shanghai Masters, early rounds; WTA: China Open, quarterfinals >>> Tennis Channel
12:30 a.m. (Friday) ATP: Shanghai Masters, early rounds; WTA: China Open, quarterfinals >>> Tennis Channel
WOMEN'S COLLEGE SOCCER
6 p.m. Clemson at Pittsburgh >>> ACC Network
8 p.m. Virginia Tech at Miami >>> ACC Network
WOMEN'S COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL
6 p.m. Maryland at Penn State >>> Big Ten Network
7 p.m. Nebraska at Illinois >>> Fox Sports 1
8 p.m. Oregon at Ohio State >>> Big Ten Network
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Looking at potential Davante Adams trade destinations
Which teams make the most sense as landing spots if the Raiders trade wide receiver Davante Adams?
By Mark Maske | 2024-10-03

Wide receiver Davante Adams could be on the move again if the Raiders decide to trade him. (Jeff Bottari/Getty Images) 


The Las Vegas Raiders are exploring trade possibilities for six-time Pro Bowl wide receiver Davante Adams, a person familiar with the deliberations confirmed.
Adams reportedly informed the Raiders that he prefers to be traded. The Raiders are reported to be seeking a second-round draft pick and more in a trade for Adams, whose contract pays him about $13.5 million of his $17.4 million salary and per-game roster bonuses over the remainder of this season (an amount that decreases by just less than $970,000 per week) and $36.25 million in each of the next two seasons. Any team that trades for him might seek to restructure that deal, a necessity for a franchise without the salary cap space to accommodate Adams's existing contract.
Adams, 31, is reportedly expected to miss a second straight game this weekend at the Denver Broncos because of a hamstring injury. He's in his third season with the Raiders after eight seasons with the Green Bay Packers in which he formed a highly productive tandem with quarterback Aaron Rodgers. The Packers traded Adams to the Raiders in March 2022 -- in part because Adams wanted to play with quarterback Derek Carr, his former college teammate at Fresno State. He has 890 catches for 10,990 yards and 96 touchdowns in his 11-year career.
The trade deadline is Nov. 5. Here's a look at some prospective landing spots if the Raiders trade him.

Davante Adams and Aaron Rodgers during a 2021 game for the Packers at Lambeau Field in Green Bay, Wis. (Stacy Revere/Getty Images) 


It's a win-now approach for the Jets in Rodgers's second season with the franchise. Rodgers, who turns 41 in December, has had some promising moments early in the season, but mostly it has been a struggle. He's the NFL's 16th-rated passer and the Jets, who are coming off a loss Sunday at home to the Broncos in which they failed to score a touchdown, are 2-2. Rodgers has failed to get in sync with two-time 1,000-yard receiver Garrett Wilson. Adams could step in and be an immediate major contributor alongside Rodgers and with Nathaniel Hackett, formerly the Packers' offensive coordinator, running the offense.
Carr is in his second season with the Saints after the Raiders benched him late in the 2022 season and then released him in February 2023. He is the league's eighth-rated passer and got the Saints off to a promising 2-0 start before they lost their past two games. Adams presumably could thrive being teamed again with Carr, and the Saints could benefit as they attempt to reach the playoffs for the first time since the 2020 season. One complication is that the Saints have just $3.27 million in salary cap space, according to NFL Players Association records.

Davante Adams and Derek Carr were teammates with the Las Vegas Raiders in 2022. (Matt York/AP) 


Owner Jerry Jones has declared the Cowboys "all in" on this season. He handed a four-year, $136 million contract extension to wide receiver CeeDee Lamb and made quarterback Dak Prescott the NFL's first $60 million-per-season player with a four-year, $240 million deal. The Cowboys kept their season from unraveling entirely with their triumph Thursday night over the New York Giants in the Meadowlands. But they sputtered to a 2-2 start, and Prescott certainly could use another reliable target. Such a trade would reunite Adams with Coach Mike McCarthy, his former coach in Green Bay.
The Steelers were in the running to land prominent wide receiver Brandon Aiyuk in a trade before the San Francisco 49ers retained him with a four-year, $120 million extension. Their powerful defense has led the way to a 3-1 start. If the offense can do its part, the Steelers could be a threat to make a run deep into the postseason. Quarterback Justin Fields has played well after Russell Wilson's calf injury gave him a starting opportunity, and the Steelers could pair Adams at wideout with George Pickens.
There are reasons for the Commanders to get involved in the bidding for Adams, and reasons for them to refrain. They are a contender, with rookie quarterback Jayden Daniels in a starring role. Perhaps they should act like it and try to land Adams to team with Terry McLaurin at wide receiver. The Commanders also were among the teams speculated to have been in the Aiyuk chase. But they are a team on the rise with a franchise quarterback who's only four games into his NFL career. They might not want to surrender valuable draft assets for a wideout who turns 32 in December.
They have used a spread-the-wealth approach in the early stages of this season after trading four-time Pro Bowl wideout Stefon Diggs to the Houston Texans in April. They're averaging 30.5 points, second best in the NFL to the Saints. But they may need more if they're finally going to break through and reach the Super Bowl. Their lopsided defeat Sunday night in Baltimore perhaps demonstrated that. However, the Bills have just $3.23 million in cap room, according to the NFLPA.
It's all about postseason success for quarterback Lamar Jackson and the Ravens after they lost last season's AFC championship game at home to the Kansas City Chiefs as the conference's No. 1 seed. Their big offseason move to add tailback Derrick Henry has worked out splendidly. Maybe another big move could be the ultimate difference.
The two-time defending Super Bowl champions lost one wide receiver, Marquise Brown, to a shoulder injury that reportedly will keep him sidelined at least until the postseason. Their No. 1 wideout, Rashee Rice, suffered a knee injury during Sunday's victory over the Los Angeles Chargers and continues to be evaluated amid fears of a season-ending torn ACL. The Chiefs traded for wide receivers in each of the previous two seasons. But the Raiders might be reluctant to deal with such a bitter AFC West rival that's seeking to make history with the first Super Bowl three-peat.

Rashee Rice is taken from the field on a cart after being injured during the Chiefs' win Sunday over the Chargers in Inglewood, Calif. (Ashley Landis/AP) 


The Chargers are building something with Jim Harbaugh, their first-year coach, and they have a franchise quarterback in Justin Herbert. They parted with wide receivers Keenan Allen and Mike Williams in the offseason. But they are another AFC West team. And it's debatable how much Harbaugh's hard-nosed, run-the-ball approach might appeal to Adams.
A return to Green Bay makes some sense. The Packers have a superb young quarterback in Jordan Love and are attempting to reestablish themselves in the NFC's upper tier after reaching the divisional round of the playoffs last season.
The 49ers were willing to part with Aiyuk, it appeared, if they received a comparable wide receiver in return. The defending NFC champs have been beset by injuries as they try to return to the Super Bowl. They already have Aiyuk and Deebo Samuel at wide receiver. But they have more than $56.8 million in salary cap space, according to NFLPA records. And it perhaps all falls apart after this season, anyway. Brock Purdy is eligible for a contract extension in the offseason, meaning the 49ers no longer will have the salary cap luxury of having a Pro Bowl quarterback on a cheap rookie deal.
They were unable to trade up in the draft order to select wide receiver Marvin Harrison Jr., who went fourth to the Arizona Cardinals. Trading for Adams would aid the development of second-year quarterback Anthony Richardson and bolster the Colts' chances of returning to the playoffs after last season's near miss.
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C'est magnifique: Wizards' promo schedule features French-themed bobbleheads 
The bobblehead of Bilal Coulibaly and Alex Sarr will come with magnetic accessories, including baguettes and mugs of hot chocolate. 
By Scott Allen | 2024-10-02

A mock-up of the French-themed Bilal Coulibaly and Alex Sarr dual bobblehead, with magnetic accessories, the Wizards will give away this season. (Washington Wizards)


With most of the veterans on the rebuilding Wizards' roster liable to be traded at any time, the team's marketing department focused on Washington's young core when developing its promotional calendar for the 2024-25 campaign. That group includes the French duo of Bilal Coulibaly, the No. 7 pick in the 2023 NBA draft, and 7-foot rookie Alex Sarr, who went No. 2 to the Wizards this June.
A French-themed dual bobblehead of Coulibaly and Sarr is the highlight of the upcoming season's collection of giveaways. The figure, which the first 10,000 fans will receive when the Wizards celebrate French Heritage Night on Feb. 10 against Victor Wembanyama and the San Antonio Spurs, comes with several magnetic accessories that can be swapped into and out of each player's hands. They include a French flag, a basketball, a baguette and a mug of hot chocolate. C'est magnifique.
"We're positioning ourselves as a global team, starting with France," said Rebecca Winn, the Wizards' senior vice president of marketing. "When we first approached [Coulibaly and Sarr] about being on a bobblehead together, they were excited about it and we started working through the items that they would have."
At one point in the design process, the silver medal Coulibaly won at this summer's Paris Olympics, where France finished as the runner-up to the United States in men's basketball, was mocked up as a potential accessory, but later it was replaced by hot chocolate. The drink is a staple of Coulibaly's pregame meal, which also includes pancakes, eggs and fruit.
"In France, that's how we do," the young forward told The Washington Post's Ava Wallace last season. "Young people are more like hot chocolate with the pain au chocolate -- that's a croissant with a chocolate in it. Everybody is laughing at it, but it's normal! I tried the powder with water here -- no, no, no, no, no. Milk. And melted chocolate."
Earlier this week, Coulibaly and Sarr approved the final molds for their first bobblehead.
"Now they go into the paint phase," Winn said. "It's been fun."
The Wizards will give away two other bobbleheads this season, including a "Space Jam"-themed Corey Kispert figure when the Bulls visit Capital One Arena on New Year's Day. Kispert dressed as Bugs Bunny from the Tune Squad ahead of Halloween last year. The first 10,000 fans at the Wizards' March 5 game against Utah will receive a bobblehead of mascot G-Wiz.

Corey Kispert bobblehead and tumbler. (Washington Wizards)


Sarr and Coulibaly participated in the Wizards' player-designed hat series of giveaways, with Sarr's design going to the first 10,000 fans Nov. 26 and Coulibaly's design available Jan. 7. Guard Jordan Poole designed a hat that will be given away Dec. 30.

Alex Sarr player-designed hat. (Washington Wizards)


Other giveaways include a "For the District" T-shirt for all fans at the home opener (Oct. 24), a quilted bucket hat (Dec. 19), a tumbler cup (Jan. 29), a reversible baseball jersey (Feb. 24) and a City Edition beach bag (March 31). The Wizards will debut their new City Edition uniforms, which appear to be a red, white and blue version of last year's boundary stone design, on Dec. 5 against the Mavericks. The first 10,000 fans at the game will receive a City Edition T-shirt.
The Wizards will celebrate several theme nights, including 11 college nights, 20 heritage nights, Pride Night (March 27) and Sneaker Night (April 2), with additional giveaways for fans who purchase a special ticket. The team will host its first Hoops & Hounds Night on Jan. 5, inviting fans who purchase a special ticket to bring their dog to the game against the Pelicans. The Friday Night Concert series will also return, with T.I. among the artists scheduled to perform. More details about the concert series will be announced at a later date.

Quilted bucket hat. (Washington Wizards)


Wizards giveaways for 2024-25:
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Heat wave do's and don'ts for your phone
Don't stick your phone in the fridge. Do sign up for emergency text alerts.
By Shira Ovide | 2024-10-03
It's probably really, really hot where you live.
Here are four tips for what to do or not do with your electronics during extreme heat.
My Washington Post colleagues also have advice on keeping your home, body and pets cool on hot days.
Your phone doesn't like extreme heat any more than you do. You might see a warning on your screen if your phone gets so hot that it stops working well. If this happens, don't stick your phone in the fridge.
Try grabbing something cold, such as a freezer pack or a bag of frozen vegetables, and wrap it in a dish towel. Put your phone on the towel for about a minute, then check if your device is working. Repeat until the phone is back to working condition.
Also, don't leave your phone or other electronics in your car or exposed to direct sunlight when it's this hot outside. Even the trunk or glove compartment might be too toasty.
Plan ahead by keeping your phone and other essential devices powered up.
External battery packs are a great backup plan. We've had good luck with models made by Anker, Belkin and Nimble. Or check out the batteries recommended by Wirecutter.
Make sure the external battery you're buying works with your phone's charging port and that you have the right charging cord for it.
And double-check that the battery is charged before you need it. I set a reminder on my phone to check my battery pack's charge once a month.
Consumer Reports has a guide to buying a home generator if that's something you're considering for power outages.
Read more about the essential technology to have for emergencies.
Search the web for your county and "emergency alerts" to stay informed by text or app about heat emergencies and getting help if you need it.
While some emergency alerts are automatically sent to everyone's phone, you'll probably need to sign up to make sure you're getting all of them.
Extreme heat or smoke from wildfires nearby can lead to poor air quality. The EPA's AirNow website and apps for iPhones and Android phones are great resources on whether it's safe to spend time outside. (We have more air-quality sites to try out here.)
Also read about the recommended air purifiers from Consumer Reports and House Fresh. High-quality purifiers can make your indoor air quality much better.
Large electronic devices and appliances such as television sets, dishwashers and computers emit heat -- sometimes even when they're turned off.
Consider limiting their use or unplugging them when it's really hot. It can keep your home feeling cooler and helps minimize the strain on your local electrical grid.
If you live in a small home, as I do, cooking indoors can make indoor space feel miserable. I did extra meal prep this weekend so I might only need to use my microwave and rice cooker during the next few very hot days. Or try these no-cook recipes.
Our colleagues have also recommended resisting the urge to crank up the air conditioning during extreme heat. One study found that people were still comfortable when the air conditioner was set up to 77 degrees.
Read other tips to keep cool and safe with or without air conditioning.
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Three Mile Island owner seeks taxpayer backing for Microsoft AI deal
The Department of Energy is weighing a $1.6 billion loan guarantee for a plan to reopen the Three Mile Island nuclear plant with Microsoft as its sole customer. 
By Evan Halper, Lisa Rein | 2024-10-03

The Three Mile Island nuclear plant, as seen from across the Susquehanna River in Goldsboro, Pa. Microsoft and Constellation Energy reached a deal that would restart the plant's Unit 1, which was retired in 2019. (Matthew Hatcher/Getty Images)


The owner of the shuttered Three Mile Island nuclear plant is pursuing a $1.6 billion federal loan guarantee to help finance its plan to restart the Pennsylvania facility and sell the electricity to Microsoft to power data centers, according to details of the application shared with The Washington Post.
The taxpayer-backed loan could give Microsoft and Three Mile Island owner Constellation Energy a major boost in their unprecedented bid to steer all the power from a U.S. nuclear plant to a single company.
Microsoft, which declined to comment on the bid for a loan guarantee, is among the large tech companies scouring the nation for zero-emissions power as they seek to build data centers. It is among the leaders in the global competition to dominate the field of artificial intelligence, which consumes enormous amounts of electricity.
The plan to restart Three Mile Island -- the site of the worst nuclear accident in the United States -- has won plaudits from political leaders, including Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro (D). The reactor that Constellation plans to recommission was shut down in 2019 and sits next to the unit that has been dormant since a partial meltdown in 1979.
The restart plan has already generated controversy as energy experts debate the merits of providing separate federal subsidies for the project, in the form of tax credits. Constellation's pursuit of the $1.6 billion federal loan guarantee, which has not been previously disclosed, is likely to intensify that debate.
The loan guarantee request, first submitted by Constellation to the U.S. Energy Department in May, has cleared an initial review. It has reached the stage where the specific terms of a deal would typically start to be negotiated, according to details of the application shared with The Post.
A loan guarantee would allow Constellation to shift much of the risk of reopening Three Mile Island to taxpayers. The federal government, in this case, would pledge to cover up to $1.6 billion if there is a default. The guarantees are typically used by developers to lower the cost of project financing, as lenders are willing to offer more favorable terms when there is federal backing.
In this case, the loan guarantee could save Constellation up to $122 million in borrowing costs for restarting Three Mile Island, according to John Parsons, an energy economist at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. It would come on top of the federal tax credits on the sale of the power -- passed in the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 -- which could be worth nearly $200 million annually for Constellation and Microsoft.
Technology companies already benefit from similar tax credits when they purchase energy from a solar or wind farm. But nuclear plants generate more electricity at a higher cost, making the scale of the subsidy larger.
The Energy Department declined to comment on the application, citing confidentiality concerns. Constellation did not directly confirm it had applied for the loan guarantee. But it discussed the loan in the context of The Post's questions. It said it has not decided whether to accept a loan if one is approved. It also extended assurances that any financial risk for taxpayers would be negligible.
"Rest assured that to the extent we may seek a loan, Constellation will guarantee full repayment," said a statement from the company. "Any notion that taxpayers are taking on risk here is fanciful given that any loan will be backstopped by Constellation's entire $80-billion-plus value."
The loan guarantee program gives applicants the option of borrowing the money to fund their project directly from the U.S. Treasury, with the Energy Department still serving as the guarantor in the event of a default. The Constellation application does not specify whether the company plans to go that route.
Constellation announced last month that it had struck a deal with Microsoft through which the tech company would purchase all the power from the plant, should regulators sign off on restarting its unit that closed in 2019.
Constellation plans to restart Three Mile Island by 2028. The company is renaming the facility the Crane Clean Energy Center, which is the name used on the federal loan guarantee application. Constellation said its contract with Microsoft would last for 20 years, but the companies are not disclosing any pricing details.
The biggest risk to taxpayers would be if the project were to fail after a significant amount of money is spent trying to get Three Mile Island operational. Such setbacks are common when new nuclear plants are being built. The last new nuclear reactors to go online, near Augusta, Ga., were seven years late and $17 billion over budget. Constellation says it is confident Three Mile Island won't face such setbacks, because the company is restarting an existing unit rather than building a new one from the ground up.
The Energy Department announced this week that it had finalized a $1.52 billion loan guarantee for the only other active project to restart a nuclear power plant, the Palisades nuclear facility in western Michigan, which closed in 2022. Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D) had lobbied the owner, Holtec, to reconsider its plan to permanently decommission the plant.

A view of the grounds at the Palisades nuclear reactor in Covert Township, Mich., on Aug. 14, 2024. (Phil Stewart/Reuters)


Palisades and Three Mile Island would each generate enough energy to power 800,000 homes if successfully reopened. It is still far from certain that either will come back online. They will be subject to intensive safety inspections by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. Should the inspectors turn up unanticipated issues, the plant owners could find themselves scrambling to acquire replacement parts that need to be custom-built, jeopardizing the tight timelines they have set for the openings.
Proponents say reopening nuclear power plants is a good option, especially with increased demand from data centers that are being built across the country.
"We want Microsoft to buy their electricity from zero-carbon energy sources instead of from coal plants, so it is in the interest of all of us that this nuclear power plant gets reopened," Parsons said of the Three Mile Island plan. He said that while the loan guarantee does bring risk, the reopening of an existing nuclear plant is far less likely to run into the massive cost overruns and delays that are common with the construction of a new nuclear plant.
The power from Three Mile Island would not be connected directly to Microsoft's data centers. It would flow into the broader power grid that serves 13 states and D.C. But as the purchaser of the clean energy, the tech company can use it to erase -- on paper -- the emissions from burning gas or coal to produce electricity that does flow into its data centers. Microsoft is among several large tech firms using such accounting methods to brand their data centers climate-friendly.
But some critics question if Constellation is presenting an overly optimistic assessment of how quickly and cheaply a nuclear plant can be restarted. The company said last month that $1.6 billion would cover the full cost of reopening Three Mile Island by 2028. That is the same amount the company is now seeking in its loan guarantee application.
"We have one Big Tech company trying to do something that is not aligned with how the markets should be working, and they want to do it on the backs of ratepayers and taxpayers," said Evan Caron, co-founder of Montauk Climate, which invests in clean-energy technologies.
If there are any cost overruns or delays, Microsoft would probably have the option of abandoning the deal and Constellation would need to find another buyer willing to pay a premium for Three Mile Island power, he said. "This has real risk," said Caron. "I think the likelihood of that plant coming back online by 2028 is low to zero."
Constellation takes exception. "We know every inch of this plant and what needs to be done," the company said in a statement. "To be clear, Constellation will restart Crane in 2028, and in fact, we will aim to restart it a year earlier."
Baltimore-based Constellation is one of the nation's biggest energy companies, selling electricity and natural gas in 48 states. It owns 15 nuclear power plants. The company says it provides 10 percent of the clean energy used nationwide. The company's value collapsed during the financial crisis of 2008.
It later merged with energy giant Exelon. In 2022, Exelon spun off Constellation. Constellation's stock price jumped more than 20 percent following its Sept. 20 announcement of the deal to sell Microsoft energy from Three Mile Island.
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Black women say dating apps like Hinge are biased. Now some are testing it.
Are dating apps biased? After an experiment went viral on TikTok, Black women are changing their racial data on dating apps like Hinge to find better matches.
By Rivan Stinson | 2024-10-03

(Illustration by Michelle D'Urbano for The Washington Post)


Judi Julmisse, a Black woman in Miami, was your typical Hinge user. She created a profile listing her relationship wants and her career. She answered prompts to show off her personality and uploaded recent photos of herself, all in the hopes of finding a good match.
But the men promoted to her on the app didn't seem viable. Hinge showed Julmisse male users with grainy photos and personality-less profiles, she said. They often left off their dating intentions and didn't fill out important prompts about their personalities.
"Why are these the guys who are swiping right on me?" she recalled thinking.
Then she saw a TikTok video that made sense of it all.
Odion Eigbobo, a Black woman in Arlington, Tex., said on TikTok she tested Hinge's algorithm to find out whether changing her racial data would display better suitors. She set up two versions of her profile, identifying as Black on one and White on another, but using the same photo for both.
The White profile received higher-quality potential dates, she told viewers.
Julmisse followed her example -- and also noticed what seemed like an uptick in suitable matches.
Throughout Eigbobo's TikTok comments, Black women frustrated with dating apps recounted how they conducted similar tests -- and pointed to the results as evidence of biased algorithms that block them from finding good suitors.
Hinge, a property of Match Group, allows users to filter matches by broad ethno-racial categories such as Black/African descent, White/Caucasian, Hispanic/Latino, Pacific Islander and more, spokeswoman Tamika Young said in an email. Users can also state that they are open to all races as potential matches.
It's one of several choices that users can put into their profiles for free -- along with sexual orientation, location, age -- to reflect their personal preferences in a potential date. Subscribers or paid users have access to additional filters, such as height, political affiliation and education level. A user's results are mostly based on these preferences as well as the profiles they either like or skip.
"We want to give our daters the ability to find others with similar values, cultural upbringings, and experiences that can enhance their dating journey," Young wrote.
Black women and some researchers say this matching premise from Hinge and other apps can't be the whole story if these women aren't seeing good potential dates. The visibility of high-quality dates on White profiles reinforces their feeling that mainstream dating apps don't serve Black women well -- and that bias might hamper their pursuit of long-term relationships.
Hinge is one of the few apps that still lets users filter matches based on racial or ethnic categories. Many apps' algorithms may have a bias that reflects real-life prejudice, these researchers say.
Hinge doesn't reveal details of its algorithm because the information is considered proprietary. But algorithms tend to operate on the assumption that "like attracts like," which can come down to users' appearance, said Apryl Williams, assistant professor of communications and media at the University of Michigan and author of "Not My Type," which explores racial bias in dating apps and the fetishization of minority users.
In other words, the apps might infer you want to talk to people of your own race based on assumed beliefs about coupling that are programmed into matching systems.
In her book, Williams reviewed the patent of Match Group -- which owns other dating apps besides Hinge, including Tinder, OkCupid, Plenty of Fish and BLK -- and concluded that the base algorithm could be the building block for all of its apps. This first layer may be inadvertently "siloing" users of color even for users who would otherwise be open to dating different races, everything else being equal, she wrote.
This silo effect affects Black women more because it can feed into stereotypes that they are less desirable on the dating market. These concerns came to light as early as 2014, when OkCupid released survey data showing that White, Asian and Hispanic male users rated Black women as less desirable compared with White, Asian and Hispanic women. Only Black men rated Black women in a favorable light.
This debate is heating up as dating apps are coming under fire more broadly for becoming increasingly pricey as well as implicitly promoting addictive behavior. As a case in point, a class-action lawsuit filed in February accused Hinge of creating "swipe addicts" and not living up to its slogan "designed to be deleted" -- referring to its stated promise to get users out on dates that will eventually lead to serious relationships.
In response, Young declined to comment on the lawsuit but reiterated that the company is structured around the goal of getting people on dates.
It's not just dating apps that struggle with bias. In an investigation by The Washington Post, AI-image generator Stable Diffusion XL demonstrated a bias toward young, thin, light-skinned and light-eyed women as being attractive. Robots programmed to scan people's photos and use AI to mark which ones are criminals repeatedly selected Black men. And large language models such as Chat GPT4 labeled fictional speakers of African American Vernacular English as stupid, ignorant or lazy.
In her experiment, Eigbobo's non-Black profile received twice as many likes -- flags from other users signaling they want to talk to her -- compared with her Black profile, she said. This initial set of likes included men who said they were ready for long-term relationships and noted their careers. Most of the users who liked her Black profile, by contrast, didn't take the time to fill out the dating profile in earnest, she said.
Julmisse tried the same tack -- in this case marking herself as White and Asian -- and noticed better daters and more likes. The algorithm showed her profiles with clearly labeled dating intentions and career paths as well as better pictures.
Many commenters on Eigbobo's 17 videos on the subject said they shared similar Hinge experiences. Among the nearly 650 comments on the first video, most who tried Eigbobo's experiment on their own Hinge app had similar results, she says.
One commenter, who is nonbinary and spoke on the condition of anonymity to keep their dating life private from colleagues, had initially listed women and nonbinary as their preference on the Black profile -- but were recommended men and couples. Once they switched to White but kept everything else the same, they got more matches that fit their marked preference.
Eigbobo's video has also attracted critics. Some dismiss her claims of bias based on their own positive experiences with Hinge and other dating apps. Others claim that Eigbobo simply doesn't match what other users are looking for, particularly if they don't want to be matched with Black women.
Eigbobo's rebuttal is that users are "trying to call her ugly, but it was never giving ugly," she said.
The preference issue doesn't explain the increased likes on her profile, she said. Users can see she's a Black woman -- even if their racial preference is marked otherwise. In those cases, in theory, they should bypass her profile.
Other users say experiences can vary by app. Jazmine Randle, a Bumble and Hinge user, received fewer matches on Hinge when she identified as White but saw more users that she found attractive. On Bumble, she did the same experiment of changing her race to White -- and she received roughly the same number of matches but fewer successful conversations.
"I'm not actively looking and it's frustrating. I can only imagine what it's like [for others]," Eigbobo said. As for her two profiles, both have been on pause since June.
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OpenAI gets $6.6 billion in new funding, valuing company at $157 billion
The maker of ChatGPT announced it received $6.6 billion in new funding, valuing the company at $157 billion -- one of the most valuable start-ups ever.
By Nitasha Tiku | 2024-10-02

Sam Altman, chief executive of ChatGPT's parent company, OpenAI. (Jovelle Tamayo/for The Washington Post)


OpenAI has finalized a deal to receive $6.6 billion in new funding from investors who valued the company at $157 billion -- the latest in a series of dramatic and sometimes polarizing moves for the ChatGPT maker.
The funding anoints the artificial intelligence company as one of the most highly valued start-ups of all time, suggesting its backers expect OpenAI's chatbot to become much more widely used and to haul in huge profits. Yet the new financing comes on the heels of the surprise resignation of OpenAI's chief technology officer, Mira Murati, who had led work on the company's products, the latest in a string of executive departures from a company that has struggled with internal tensions over safety and the leadership of chief executive Sam Altman.
Some investors on Wall Street and in Silicon Valley have expressed concern that huge spending on data centers and chips to power AI projects will be difficult to recoup in the form of profits.
"The new funding will allow us to double down on our leadership in frontier AI research, increase compute capacity, and continue building tools that help people solve hard problems," OpenAI wrote in a blog post Wednesday."
In a statement, OpenAI's chief financial officer, Sarah Friar, said: "Every week, over 250 million people turn to ChatGPT regardless of the scale of the challenge -- whether it's communicating with someone who speaks another language or solving the toughest research problems. AI is already personalizing learning, accelerating health care breakthroughs, and driving productivity. And this is just the start."
OpenAI's new investors include chipmaker Nvidia; MGX, a new technology investment company from the United Arab Emirates; and SoftBank, the Japanese firm known for funneling exorbitant sums into WeWork and Uber as their valuations ballooned before later contracting. Existing investors also participated, including Microsoft, Khosla Ventures and New York investment firms Tiger Global Management and Thrive Capital, which led the round.
"We look forward to continuing our partnership with OpenAI," said Bonnie McCracken, a senior director of communications for Microsoft. Nvidia declined to comment.
OpenAI was founded in 2015 as a nonprofit dedicated to inventing super-intelligent AI that would benefit all of humanity. But it set up a commercial division in 2019 and took investment from Microsoft and others, describing it as the only way to secure the resources needed to fuel AI's insatiable need for semiconductor chips and the energy to power data centers.
The company has raised multiple rounds of funding since it launched ChatGPT in late 2022 -- including upward of $10 billion from its key partner, Microsoft. Some employees and early investors have been given the opportunity to cash out by selling their shares before the company goes public through secondary financing rounds, like one led by Thrive Capital early this year.
OpenAI's massive new funding round marks a new phase for the San Francisco-based artificial intelligence company, which initially positioned itself as a counterweight against the dangers of leaving super-intelligent AI in the hands of a single company or oppressive foreign government. The commercial race to dominate generative AI, set in motion by OpenAI's decision to release ChatGPT, has in the view of critics and some early employees increasingly crowded out debate around how to develop AI safely, corporate concentration of power over the technology and investment from authoritarian regimes.
The company has several significant challenges ahead despite the freedom provided by billions of dollars of new investment.
OpenAI is considering restructuring into a for-profit benefit corporation free from the control of the current nonprofit board, according to people familiar with the discussions who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share confidential information. Although the company's announcement on the new funding did not address any structural changes, Altman has talked with the board about receiving an equity stake in a restructured company, The Washington Post previously reported.
Converting OpenAI into a fully for-profit structure could be a complex process due to laws governing charitable organizations. The terms of the new funding come with a provision that if OpenAI does not complete that transformation within two years the investors can convert their stake in the company into debt at an interest rate of 9 percent, a person familiar with the deal said, adding that the company is confident it can make that deadline.
The company's new funding, including from Nvidia and Microsoft, could also draw the notice of antitrust regulators that have been questioning the power that tech giants have in the burgeoning AI market. The Federal Trade Commission this year opened a study of investments by Microsoft, Amazon and other tech giants into OpenAI and its rival, Anthropic, developer of the chatbot Claude. The Justice Department has also been scrutinizing the business of Nvidia, which leads the market for high-powered processors needed for AI development.
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The making of an alleged school shooter: Missed warnings and years of neglect
Interviews with family members and a review of private texts and public documents open a window on a 14-year-old's path to alleged gunman at Apalachee High School.
By Sarah Blaskey, John Woodrow Cox, Hannah Natanson, Laura Meckler, Shawn Boburg | 2024-10-03
WINDER, GA. -- Three weeks before Colt Gray became the youngest alleged mass school shooter in a quarter century, his grandmother told him to hide in his bedroom and shut the door.
He had called his grandmother because, he told her, his mother was angry and "acting weird again." His mom had struck him in the past, the grandmother said, recounting the episode to The Washington Post. This time, she said, the 14-year-old decided to confront his mother when she stepped through the doorway.
He reached for the AR-style rifle his dad had bought him for Christmas, family members said, using the gun to shove her out of the bedroom and into a wall in the hallway.
He made a plea to his grandmother that day.
"I really need you to get my mother out of this house," he said, according to the grandmother. Later, she would identify that as the moment Colt stopped believing his life would get better.
By then, family members said, Colt was adrift in a childhood ravaged by violence and addiction and overlooked by a system that failed to pull him out of it. His grandmother, Debbie Polhamus, had for years prodded schools, counselors and caseworkers to help him. None of it had been enough.

People walk near the scene of the shooting at Apalachee High School in Winder, Ga., on Sept. 4, when four people were killed and several others injured. (Erik S Lesser/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


On Sept. 4, according to authorities, the teen used his rifle to kill two students and two teachers at Apalachee High School here in Winder, exposing yet another community to America's epidemic of campus gun violence. The next day, in this small city just beyond the Atlanta suburbs, his father became the first parent of an alleged school shooter to be charged with murder.
The spiraling path that led Colt to a jail cell offers an extraordinary case study on the making of yet another young man accused of gunning down children in their classrooms and hallways -- a story, like so many before it, of neglect, dysfunction and missed or ignored warnings. This account of the circumstances that preceded last month's bloodshed is based on interviews with family members and officials as well as a review of private messages, police documents and school records.
Over three years, institutions charged with protecting children and the wider public encountered Colt in times of crisis but did not prevent the violence that would follow, The Post examination found. In these moments, Colt and his family interacted with Georgia child welfare workers, four school systems, three county sheriffs departments and two local police agencies.
Though state caseworkers had long monitored his family, Colt did not attend any school during the academic year prior to the shooting, The Post found.
Colt's parents, each addicted to drugs and alcohol, were perpetually inattentive, often cruel and sometimes entirely absent, according to family members, neighbors, investigators, police reports and court records. In one episode last fall, Colt's mother, who was high on methamphetamine, declared that she was going to kill him, Polhamus said, adding that the remark haunted the teen for months.
He grew increasingly paranoid over this past summer, family members said, and talked in recent weeks about hurting himself or others. In a potentially critical moment of inaction days before the shooting, the examination found, Colt's father failed to take him to an inpatient clinic the teen described as his last chance of getting help.
On the morning of the shooting, Colt asked in his first-period class how Apalachee High would respond to an active shooter, according to two people briefed on the events. A teacher reported the comment to school administrators, setting off a scramble to find him that instead led security to apprehend the wrong student -- an older teen with a nearly identical name.
Colt Gray has been charged as an adult with four counts of murder. His attorney declined to comment.
Attorneys for his father, Colin Gray, 54, also declined to comment for this story and did not respond to a list of specific questions.
His mother, Marcee Gray, 43, who served jail time last year for a family violence offense, denied threatening her son and told The Post she has a good relationship with him. She suggested that her mother, Polhamus, had limited insight into Colt's life and that the argument involving the gun had little effect on him.
In interviews over many hours, Marcee said she hoped people would see her son as something other than a monster. She acknowledged that she has long struggled with drug addiction but said she has been sober for nearly a year. She rejected the idea that her behavior contributed to his mental health decline or to the massacre at Apalachee.
"I feel a lot of guilt," Marcee told The Post, "but I do not feel like I have any fault in what happened."
Polhamus, 74, and Colt's aunt Annie Brown, 37, also spoke at length with The Post, saying they are consumed with regret. The women provided documents, emails and text exchanges to corroborate their accounts. Polhamus and Brown said they hope the story of what led to this shooting, and all that was missed before it, might stop the next one.
"I failed Colt. I mean, I'll be the first to admit it," Polhamus said. If she had done more at key moments, she said, "those other kids wouldn't be dead. And he wouldn't be facing life in prison."
Colt had talked at home about his fascination with school shootings for more than a year, his mother said, before the day last month when, amid the gunfire, children and staff huddled in darkened classrooms, weeping and texting goodbyes.

From left, math teacher Cristina Irimie, students Christian Angulo and Mason Schermerhorn, and teacher and football coach Richard Aspinwall all lost their lives in the shooting at Apalachee High School in Georgia last month. (Apalachee High School, Teo Armus/The Washington Post, Family photo, Apalachee High School)


Now, hundreds of them must contend with memories of the deadliest school shooting in Georgia history.
Seven are scarred with bullet wounds.
And four are dead: math teacher Cristina Irimie, 53, teacher and football coach Richard Aspinwall, 39, and Mason Schermerhorn and Christian Angulo, both 14-year-old freshmen.
One day in August 2021, just after Colt had started sixth grade, family members said, he searched the internet for ideas on how to kill his father.
At the time, the Grays were living near Marcee's parents in Fitzgerald, a small town in rural southern Georgia. Colin, a construction worker, had gotten hooked on pain pills years earlier after back surgery, Marcee told The Post, acknowledging that she, too, picked up the habit. Colin was unemployed, family members said, as he labored through withdrawals and often yelled at his oldest son.
Colt, then 11, was flagged for conducting the search on a school device, either a computer or tablet. Marcee said a school counselor called, and two school resource officers showed up to speak with her and Colt. She said she doesn't know if they made a report and she never heard from them again.
Marcee told The Post she treated it like a joke but didn't tell her husband for more than a year because she was concerned he would take it out on Colt.
The Ben Hill County school district declined to comment, and the sheriff's office, which oversees the resource officer program, said it couldn't find an incident report.

An undated family photo shows a young Colt Gray with his grandmother Debbie Polhamus. (Courtesy of Debbie Polhamus) 


Polhamus, who taught in public schools for decades, said she talked to her grandson at the time about his internet search, which he brushed off as messing around. She had long known how much his parents' behavior affected him, she said, but the online query was the first time she remembers law enforcement taking note of her grandson's anger.
The next authorities to enter his life came from child services, looking for Marcee after the first of at least five calls from people who told The Post that they reported their suspicions of child abuse and neglect by her or her husband.
In September 2021, almost three years to the day before the shooting at Apalachee, Polhamus decided to report her daughter to the Georgia Division of Family and Children Services. Marcee had exploded during an argument that started over chicken strips from Dairy Queen, striking Colt a half-dozen times, according to Polhamus, who was in the house at the time. She and Brown, her other daughter, each spoke to the state child welfare agency.
At the agency's request, the family said, Colt temporarily moved in with Polhamus and Marcee began regular drug testing.
Marcee told The Post she couldn't recall details of the incident but said Colt recanted his allegations a few weeks later. "He felt scared and attacked," she texted her mother at the time, "so he focused all the blame towards his strongest supporter (me)."
Concerned that the caseworker didn't have all the facts and wasn't taking the matter seriously, Brown offered in October 2021 to provide additional evidence of abuse by her sister, according to an email reviewed by The Post. In a brief reply, the caseworker did not acknowledge the offer but said the family was receiving "services for the issues identified."
Georgia requires county child welfare agencies to notify law enforcement of allegations of abuse or neglect, experts say, though some jurisdictions stray from those rules because they field so many cases. The Fitzgerald Police Department told The Post it was never contacted about the allegations against Marcee in 2021.
The Georgia Division of Family and Children Services declined to answer questions about this case, citing privacy laws.
Colin took a new job in late 2021, Marcee said, and the couple moved their kids 200 miles north to Jackson County, near Winder. Far from Fitzgerald, their addictions again flourished, Marcee said, leading to one eviction after another.
In a period of five years, Colt attended at least six schools in five districts, education records show. Schools are one of the institutions where adults are most likely to notice abused or neglected children if, researchers say, staff gets the chance to know them.
At home, his parents often screamed at and slapped each other in public, said a neighbor, Lauren Vickers. She said she once saw Marcee collapse to the ground in a stupor after driving with a young child in the car. One day, Vickers said, she glimpsed inside their home and saw trash but hardly any furniture.
On Halloween night in 2022, Marcee erupted, Vickers said, striking Colt and his sister and locking them out in the cold. The kids cried. They banged on the door. Around 11 p.m., Vickers said, Marcee let them back inside.
Marcee adamantly denied all of Vickers's claims.
The day after Halloween, Vickers called the county office of the state child welfare agency, one of four such calls she said she made. Each time, the person who answered the phone promised the agency would "look into it," she said. Twice, a caseworker came to the neighborhood and interviewed her, Vickers said, before walking next door and entering the Grays' home.

Colt Gray wrote this message on the bathroom wall of the home in Fitzgerald, Ga., where he and his family lived on and off over the last several years. (Sarah Blaskey) 


In November of that year, Marcee and Colin separated. She moved away with their two younger children, family members said, and Colt decided to stay in Jackson County with his father. Vickers said two of her calls to child welfare workers came in the winter of 2023, after Marcee moved away, once because Colt appeared unwashed and was wandering the neighborhood during school hours and once because Marcee had returned and Vickers worried she might harm the children.
Colt, then in seventh grade, was suffering relentless bullying at school, according to Vickers, whose daughter rode the bus with him. The girl saw other children taunt Colt about body odor and throw bottles of dry shampoo at him. The harassment became so severe in the spring of 2023 that his grandmother said she called the school with a plea to let him eat lunch alone.
Around that time, Marcee said, Colt immersed himself in a new interest: school shooters. He learned their names, how many people they killed, what their childhoods were like. Marcee said she didn't think much of it, comparing her interest in true-crime stories to her son's infatuation with young men who shot children dead in the places they went to learn.
Colt, eyes low and hands in his pockets, swayed nervously on the front porch. He wore a baseball cap and baggy sweatpants. His feet were bare.
"Did you say something about a school shooting?" Daniel Miller, a deputy with the Jackson County Sheriff's Office, asked Colt on that Sunday afternoon in May 2023, according to body-cam footage.
"Never," the 13-year-old said, his voice quiet. "I swear."
A day earlier, records show, the FBI received messages about a profane, homophobic Discord user whose handle, written in Russian, was the last name of the gunman who killed 26 people at Sandy Hook Elementary in 2012. The person had threatened to open fire at a school -- and shared images of an AR-style rifle and a shotgun.
"im committing a mass shooting," one message read.
"i need ideas for where to shoot," read another.
And, on a post with a picture of the two guns leaned against a wall: "I'm ready."
The FBI traced the email address behind the Discord account to Colt and notified the sheriff's office the next day, leading to the front porch interview. Colin answered the door in his underwear, then summoned his son. Miller, the deputy, was joined by a patrolman, Justin Elliott.
Miller conducted the interview without having seen the most critical evidence -- screenshots of the Discord chat and those photos of the guns. He would later note in his report that the evidence was in an email attachment that he couldn't figure out how to open on his phone while at the house.
Colt promised he didn't write the threats, and Miller suggested that was good enough for him.
"I gotta take you at your word," he said.
In their conversation with Colin, he told them he'd never heard of Discord.

A still taken from a Jackson County sheriff's body camera shows Colt Gray, second from left, answering questions about profane messages relating to a Discord account as his father, Colin Gray, is seated at right. (Jackson County Sheriff's Office) 


Miller's report stated that Colin said Colt was allowed to use the guns "when supervised but does not have unfettered access to them."
Colin did tell officers Colt had access to his unloaded guns, but he was not asked how he stored ammunition or about supervision, the footage shows. He made clear that if investigators found that his son had made the threats, "all the guns will go away and they won't be accessible to him."
In a follow-up call two days later, Miller told Colin the FBI tip had left him baffled, according to a recording, and that he had no "reasonable suspicions about Colt."
Then he closed the case, without having asked to compare the images posted online with Colin's guns or to see inside the home. The carpet, wall color and trim in the photos shared by the Discord user appear consistent with images from online real estate listings that show the interior of the house Colt lived in at the time, according to a Post review.
Miller did not respond to messages seeking comment.
"This really was a missed opportunity to probe deeper into what appeared to be a highly credible tip," said Jacinta Gau, a professor of criminal justice at the University of Central Florida.
At the time, the sheriff's office informed the FBI in an email that deputies had alerted area schools about the threat and would continue to monitor Colt, records show. After the shooting at Apalachee High more than a year later, though, Sheriff Janis Mangum said publicly that she couldn't find any evidence that schools had, in fact, been notified of the 2023 threat.
Mangum defended the investigation in an interview, asserting that "there wasn't enough evidence to sustain a charge," but Elliott, the patrolman, has come to believe that they could have done more. Now an investigator in the department, Elliott told The Post he was asked to accompany Miller but never received access to the FBI tip and did not know about the images.
"In hindsight, it was possible to bring those photos to the dad and say 'Do you recognize these?'" said Elliott, a father and Army veteran. "I do think it could have been done differently."
Making terroristic threats against a school is a felony in Georgia. If the 13-year-old had been charged, experts said, a court could have prohibited him from living in a home where he had access to a firearm.
In the fall of 2023, a few weeks after he should have started eighth grade, Colt briefly moved back to Fitzgerald, in southern Georgia, to live with his mom, just as Marcee -- by her own account -- took up meth.
He had not started school before the move, records show. And while Marcee promised to let him enroll in online classes when he arrived, she acknowledged that she never finished registering him.
Marcee, who admitted that her drug use triggered Colt, said he came back to Fitzgerald a "different person," bullying his siblings and breaking windows around the house.
On Oct. 3, after an argument that began when Marcee tried to use his phone, he slashed furniture with a knife, family members said. His grandfather called police, who took an incident report but didn't arrest Colt. The Fitzgerald police also described the incident to The Post and confirmed the date.
By mid-October, Colt had moved to Winder to live with his dad, and child services made a surprise visit and drug-tested Marcee. She failed, she and other family members said, and a caseworker ordered Colin to immediately retrieve his other two children.
"She told him that if he hadn't come down to get the kids, they were going into foster care," Colt's aunt, Brown, texted a family member days later, explaining that Colt overheard the caseworker read the test results to Colin: "alcohol, hydrocodone, OxyContin, meth, adderall."
Marcee told The Post she tested positive only for oxycodone and meth.
Colin took the kids back north to Winder, according to Marcee, who objected, texting the caseworker that her husband was "a documented physical abuser of his children." Soon after, Marcee said she was told her case had been closed.
By then, she said, Colin had cut off her contact with their kids.

Colin Gray, shown here entering Barrow County Courthouse on Sept. 6, became the first parent of an alleged school shooter to be charged with murder. (Brynn Anderson/AP) 


On Nov. 3, 2023, Marcee showed up at her parents' home in southern Georgia, high on meth and fixated on revenge against the husband she believed had stolen her kids, Polhamus said. Marcee wanted her mother to drive with her four hours north to Winder so she could kill Colin, Polhamus would later tell police. When she refused, Polhamus said, Marcee threw her into a wall and forced her to sit on a chair, restraining her with white tape as her arm bled.
Before Marcee walked out, Polhamus told The Post her daughter delivered a final message: "I'm going to kill Colt, just for you."
Polhamus, left bound and alone for 22 hours, was rescued after Brown, her other daughter, couldn't reach her and sent a neighbor to check on her. The neighbor freed Polhamus, contacted police and texted Brown, describing the alleged threat against Colt. The Post reviewed the message.
Polhamus did not mention the remark when police arrived. Her omission wasn't intentional, she told The Post, but she didn't believe Marcee would harm her grandson anyway.
After leaving her mother, police records indicate, Marcee drove to Winder in a car with plates taken from another vehicle. At around 8 a.m. the next day, police and family said, she banged on the door where Colin and the kids lived, but he refused to let her inside. She then keyed his pickup, according to police, carving "abuse" into the side.
Two days later, police say they found Marcee at a nearby Walmart. She had covered her Nissan Rogue in what she described as suicide notes, scribbled in green paint and black marker.
"All I wanted was a f---ing hug from my 2 BABIES," she had scrawled on the steering wheel, naming her two youngest children but not Colt.
Marcee was charged with a family violence offense and immediately jailed for the events in Winder, and she would later be indicted on separate charges, including false imprisonment, down south in Fitzgerald. She would eventually plead guilty in the Winder case. Sentenced to time served in December, she would remain in custody for several more months on the charges in the Fitzgerald case, which are still pending.
After the shooting at Apalachee High drew scrutiny of her past, Marcee released a statement to media expressing regret and saying she tied her mother to a chair "while experiencing a methamphetamine-induced psychosis and under the false belief that my children were in grave danger." She made the trip to Winder, she said, to check on her kids.
She remembers little of the incident, Marcee told The Post, but said she never threatened her son and did not hurt her mother. She said her failure to mention Colt in the suicide notes had no meaning, adding that she wasn't thinking straight.
Within a few days of the November incident, Colin texted Brown that when Marcee eventually got out of jail she would "try to finish what she started." He shared those fears with his children, too, the family said, warning them to watch out for their mother and keep the door locked. He also told Colt that his mom had threatened to murder him, Polhamus said, a notion her grandson obsessed over.
"Do you really think that my mom would kill me?" he would often ask, Polhamus said.
She always told him no, she said, but she's not sure he believed her.
That Christmas, a law enforcement official confirmed, Colt's dad decided to buy him a present: his own AR-style rifle.
In January, for his 14th birthday, Colt asked Polhamus to buy ammunition for his new gun. Unaware that he had been flagged by the FBI eight months earlier, Polhamus told The Post, she agreed on the condition that Colin keep the rounds somewhere safe and use them to spend time with his son at the shooting range.
Polhamus said she doesn't think they ever went.
"Colt was like the thrown-away child," she said.
By then, she said, Colt had started searching the internet for what was wrong with him. Polhamus said his father didn't sign him up for therapy, even when she offered to pay and drive him to appointments.
Weeks into the spring semester, Colt still hadn't attended any of eighth grade, according to Polhamus and Brown, who said they submitted paperwork on Colin's behalf to the Barrow County School System. Records show he was registered on Feb. 2 at Haymon-Morris Middle School.
But Colt didn't go.
"We'll let you slide for a few days," Colin told his son, according to Polhamus. District records indicate he never attended.
Polhamus and Brown each said they called the middle school, demanding support.
"I need you to be aware that he's not coming to school," Polhamus recalled telling a staff member who, she said, assured her that the school would "take care of it."

A candlelight vigil is held in Winder, Ga., on Sept. 6, two days after Colt Gray allegedly opened fire at Apalachee High School and killed four people. (Elijah Nouvelage/Reuters) 


Under Georgia law, school districts must intervene if a student has been absent for an extended period and, if necessary, refer the matter to the courts. If a student withdraws from school and does not re-enroll elsewhere, the district must notify state child welfare officials.
The Barrow County School System declined to answer questions about what efforts, if any, staff made to get Colt into class, citing student privacy laws. They said that under state rules a student must attend at least one day of school to be considered enrolled.
Colt was not registered as a home-schooled student in eighth grade, according to state authorities. Officials at four online statewide schools confirmed to The Post that Colt had not enrolled.
In July, with a new school year approaching, Polhamus said she called the middle school yet again, assuming her grandson would need to repeat eighth grade. But she said a staffer insisted that, despite his long absence, Colt would have to start ninth grade at Apalachee High.
In response to questions about why he was placed in ninth grade, the school system said, in general, students arriving without "transferrable records" are put in the grade level that's appropriate for their age.
At the time, Polhamus said, she told the school staffer that their decision to place Colt in high school did not make sense, because he hadn't attended a single day of classes the previous year.
One evening in late August, Colt's grandmother was driving him to a McDonald's near Winder when she said he mentioned Nikolas Cruz. Polhamus didn't know who that was, so she said Colt explained. Cruz had shot dead 17 people on a campus in Parkland, Fla., in 2018, when Colt was 8.
Polhamus was alarmed. She believed Colt's mental health had deteriorated since his mother returned home in July, having made bail and done a stint in rehab. Despite telling his kids for months that their mother was a threat, Colin had allowed her to move back in with them.
At Colt's urging, Polhamus said, she took Marcee back south to live in Fitzgerald the day after Colt raised his gun to push her away from his bedroom. By then, according to Polhamus, Colt had started showing signs of extreme paranoia, worrying that strangers were watching him whenever he left the house.
Marcee said Colt's decline preceded her return from rehab. After the altercation with Colt, she said, she began urging Colin to lock up his guns. Her husband was reluctant to take Colt's rifle away, she said, because he worried about how the teen might react.
Not until two weeks into his freshman year was Colt enrolled at Apalachee, on Aug. 14, records show. He often refused to go to classes, and on one of the few days he did attend, Polhamus said he had a panic attack and called her from the counselor's office convinced that his teachers were talking about him. Later, his grandmother said, he confessed that he'd thought about harming himself and other people.

Alantis Hunter, an 18-year-old senior at Apalachee High, has struggled to eat and sleep since the shooting. (Audra Melton for The Washington Post) 


Polhamus, whose sister had killed herself years earlier, spotted a familiar pattern of delusion. On Aug. 27, eight days before the shooting, she said she called a behavioral health crisis center near Winder and asked how to admit her grandson. A parent had to do it, the staffer told her, but his dad could bring him Saturday, when he wasn't working.
The next day, Polhamus drove to Apalachee and, she said, demanded to meet with Colt's counselor, sharing deep concern for her grandson's mental health and the possibility that he might hurt himself. Polhamus said she didn't think to say anything -- and was also never asked -- about Colt's rifle or the other guns in Colin's home, an oversight she now regrets.
Polhamus explained her plan to admit him at the crisis center, she said, and the counselor suggested that Colt first meet the next day with a therapist at the school.
His grandmother walked out encouraged. Then, in a moment of random misfortune, she tripped on the sidewalk that led to the parking lot, breaking four fingers.
The injury, which required surgery, meant she would have to leave early the next day to see her doctor near Fitzgerald -- before she could ensure that Colt met with the therapist. She said she begged her grandson to board the bus that Thursday morning. He never did.
Polhamus turned her focus to Colin. He could still admit Colt to the crisis center on Saturday, she told him, when he was off work.
The weekend came, then it went, and his son remained at home.
In a text to his mom that Monday, the teen described the missed Saturday intake at the crisis center as his last chance to get help.
His grandmother talked to him the next day, Sept. 3, after he skipped school again.
"You're going to have to go," she recalled telling him, hopeful that there, he could find the support he never did at home.
"I know, Mamoo," he replied, according to Polhamus. "I'm going to go tomorrow. I've made up my mind."
On the morning of Wednesday, Sept. 4, another student said, Colt was the last one on the bus.
"Can I sit here?" he asked a girl, according to the nearby senior, who said Colt waited awkwardly in the aisle until she made space for him.
On the ride in, the senior said, he held his backpack on his lap.
At 8:37 a.m., his father texted a family group chat, according to one of more than a dozen messages from that morning reviewed by The Post.
"Well k keep your fingers crossed," he wrote, explaining that Colt had taken the bus to school. "let's pray he has a good day."
In first period, Colt's teacher heard him ask how Apalachee responds to active shooters and noticed that he had an unusually heavy bag, according to a person close to the investigation and another person briefed by school leaders, both speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss confidential matters.
The teacher was alarmed, they said, and alerted other staff in an email.
Colt carried his rifle in the bag, according to the two people. One said Colt obscured the gun in a rolled-up poster, and the other said he used a poster tube.
Between classes, Colt texted his father.
"I'm sorry," he wrote at 9:42 a.m. "it's not ur fault."
"What's wrong Bubba? U didn't do anything???" Colin replied. "Hey?? What's wrong."
Colt told his dad he loved him and his brother and sister.
"ur not to blame," he continued. "for any of it."

The rented home in Winder, Ga., where Colt Gray lived with his father. (Audra Melton for The Washington Post) 


Colin immediately called Polhamus, who was with Marcee at the time, family members said. Unnerved, he described the messages from Colt. Marcee called her son, but he didn't pick up.
"Hope you're okay Coltie - text me and let me know you're good," she wrote, along with a heart emoji.
Colt's second period started at 9:45 a.m., but his algebra teacher hadn't been warned about his troubling comments, so when he asked for a pass to see the counselor, she gave it to him, according to the two people briefed on the matter. By happenstance, they said, a student in the same class -- with the same last name and nearly the same first -- asked for a pass to leave around the same time. They said both teens made their way to the same bathroom.
School resource officers, alerted to the threatening comments, converged on that bathroom and ordered "Colt Gray" to come out, the two people said, but the wrong student appeared. The officers didn't realize their mistake until after they escorted him back to the front office.
Marcee called the school at 9:50 a.m. and was on the line for 10 minutes, according to phone records. She said she spoke with Colt's counselor, describing the text messages and calling it an "extreme emergency." She asked that school staff locate her son right away, according to both Marcee and Polhamus, who overheard the call.
"I'm sorry," Colt texted his mother at 10:02 a.m.
Colt would later tell her from jail, she said, that when he was hiding in a bathroom stall, a staff member came in and asked for "Gray" -- then left as the teen remained silent.
What happened over the 20 minutes following Marcee's call remains unclear, but the person briefed by school leaders said that, after Apalachee staff discovered their misidentification, they immediately restarted the search.
At 10:18 a.m., his mother texted his father, suggesting he leave work: "They're going to need you at the school."
Minutes later, their son was standing in the hallway, the gun in his hand.
Mary Ann Anderson, Teo Armus, Holly Bailey, Alice Crites, Monika Mathur and Razzan Nakhlawi contributed to this report.
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Celebrity 'diva' beaver caught in dramatic court case over her future
A rescue center took in Nibi the beaver after she was orphaned. MassWildlife officials say she must be released -- but her caregivers say she won't survive.
By Adela Suliman | 2024-10-03

Nibi the beaver at Newhouse Wildlife Rescue in Chelmsford, Mass. (Jane Newhouse/Newhouse Wildlife Rescue/AP)


Nibi, a furry female beaver taken in by wildlife rescuers, has become a household name in Boston -- and now her future is set to be determined in a court case that has made national headlines and garnered the attention of the state governor.
The nocturnal mammal was found orphaned in 2022 by a roadside. At the time, she was just a week old, weighing one pound, said Newhouse Wildlife Rescue in Chelmsford, Mass., which took her in.
Since then, she has flourished there, and the rescue center's founder, Jane Newhouse, jokes Nibi is "spoiled rotten" and "a diva."
"I love her, and ... many people have fallen in love with Nibi," Newhouse said in a video posted on Facebook this week.
Nibi's future there is uncertain because MassWildlife, the state's division of fisheries and wildlife, is arguing that Nibi, as a healthy animal, must be released back into the wild.
"Wild animals like this one belong in the wild," MassWildlife said earlier in a statement cited by CBS news. "The role of licensed wildlife rehabilitators is to care for sick and injured wildlife so that animals can be released back into the wild as soon as possible ... in accordance with their permit and state regulations."
Newhouse has argued that the rescue center has tried -- and failed -- to prepare Nibi for life in the wild, and that it would be dangerous to release her during the winter months.
They struggled to find a fellow beaver for Nibi to bond with when she was a baby, she added.
"When Nibi was found ... there were no other orphaned beavers in rehab in all of New England," Newhouse said. The options were to leave her in a cage alone or to interact with her, she added, which the team opted to do.
Beavers like Nibi are extremely "sensitive, emotional, family-orientated animals," Newhouse said, and it would have been "absolutely cruel" to leave her alone. Her care involved grooming, bottle feeds and playing with sticks, Newhouse said in a Facebook post this year.
"We tried as hard as we could to get this beaver used to being out in the open," Newhouse said in the video posted on Facebook. "... The goal is always to keep them wild and not to get them used to people."

Nibi as a 1-year-old. She was just a week old when Newhouse Wildlife Rescue took her in. (Jane Newhouse/Newhouse Wildlife Rescue/AP)


After five months, the center was successful at locating another similar aged beaver and the team "tried so hard to get these beavers to know each other," Newhouse said. "Well, Nibi wanted nothing to do with this other beaver."
MassWildlife was due to remove the beaver earlier this week from the rescue center and release her into the wild, but the center instructed lawyers to file an emergency injunction, which was successful on Tuesday. A further hearing is scheduled for Friday, they said, to determine Nibi's fate. The center had previously attempted to have her designated as an educational animal, so she could be taken to schools and libraries, but was unsuccessful.
Nibi's case has sparked a public petition and attracted immense attention across Massachusetts -- and even succeeded in uniting local politicians across the aisle.
State Rep. Rodney Elliott (D) attended the court hearing to show support for the rescue center following requests from his constituents, while state Rep. Marc Lombardo (R) wrote to the governor, saying: "I am deeply concerned that a release back to the wild at this time of the year is ill conceived and will put the animal's life in danger."
Massachusetts Gov. Maura Healey (D) has also spoken out, telling NBC10 Boston this week: "We're going to do everything we can to protect Nibi," adding that she appreciated those on both sides working to protect wildlife.
Adam Teper, an attorney representing Nibi's rescuers, told the Associated Press: "To literally see people from around the world come together to protect this beaver is one of the most amazing things I have ever seen in my life."
MassWildlife told NBC10 Boston that releasing wild animals "back into their natural habitat enables them to lead fulfilling lives and contribute to the ecosystem."

Nibi in 2022, the year she was found orphaned by a roadside. (Jane Newhouse/Newhouse Wildlife Rescue/AP)


North American beavers like Nibi are "semiaquatic ecosystem engineers," constructing dams with their chisel-shaped incisors used to cut and gnaw at branches and trees, according to the National Park Service. They are also the second-largest rodent in the world behind the capybara of South America, it said.
The animals live on a herbivore diet of leaves, twigs and bark and can typically live 10 to 12 years, with muscular bodies and reddish-brown coarse fur to repel dirt and water. They are excellent diggers and swimmers, the Forest Service said, due to their webbed hindfeet and flat tails.
"Nibi had only ever known people. We didn't want it to be that way, but that was the situation," Newhouse wrote online. "... We will not release an animal that we don't believe can make it out in the wild."
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Rescue and recovery extend deeper into areas ravaged by Helene
At least 154 have died as a result of Helene, but officials say the death toll will remain fluid, with many only saying they expect numbers to rise.
By Nicolas Rivero, Allyson Chiu, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Kim Bellware, Brady Dennis, Emily Wax-Thibodeaux | 2024-10-03

A citizen rescue team looks for a way to move supplies across the Broad River near Bat Cave, N.C., on Tuesday. (Sean Rayford/Getty Images)


The volunteers assembled Wednesday morning just outside the western North Carolina mountain town of Sugar Grove had an idea for how they were going to reach storm-battered communities in the area that have been cut off from the world for days: horses.
"There's some areas where we are that there's just no way to get in with a vehicle," said Kelly Doughty, who owns an event venue where the gaggle of people on horseback gathered before setting out to help stranded victims. "They had gotten a list from the fire department of areas to go to. They were like islands."
Soon the group, which included a medical team and large-animal veterinarian, was off, trotting toward a mountain road that had flooded and been washed out by mudslides.
"These are folks that just showed up on their own that have horses that can do this," Doughty said. "They said we knew there was a problem and people were not coming in fast enough."

The Illinois Water Rescue 1 team conducts a search-and-recovery operation in Swannanoa, N.C., on Oct. 1, as people remain missing following Hurricane Helene.


Other rescue and recovery efforts continued on Wednesday with crews pushing farther into isolated areas devastated by Helene, their efforts shedding more light on the storm's true toll.
The number of lives known to have been lost rose again Wednesday to at least 154. Many may still be unaccounted for, though officials have emphasized that many may be safe -- but just unable to communicate because of poor cellphone and internet service.
Officials say the death toll will remain fluid, with many saying only that they expect numbers to rise. State officials in North Carolina, for example, said Tuesday that 42 people had died in the storm. But in Buncombe County alone, officials Wednesday afternoon put their latest report of fatalities at 61. In South Carolina, at least 39 people have died; 25 deaths have been confirmed in Georgia; 19 in Florida; at least eight in Tennessee; and two in Virginia.
In Tennessee on Wednesday, the state's Bureau of Investigation confirmed that law enforcement have opened a criminal probe into an East Tennessee plastics plant where several workers went missing Friday after being carried away by floodwaters.
One employee told The Washington Post earlier this week that he was told to wait about 10 minutes before his request to leave the plant was cleared, and alleged that the company did not have an evacuation plan. In a statement earlier this week, Impact Plastics denied it had prevented anyone from leaving and expressed condolences for the missing and deceased.
As of Wednesday, three of the employees have been found dead, according to families. At least three others remain missing.
First Judicial District Attorney General Steve Finney, whose jurisdiction includes Erwin, where the plant is located, requested an investigation into allegations against Impact Plastics.
"Specifically, I asked that they review the occurrences of Friday, September 27, 2024, to identify any potential criminal violations," Finney said in a statement. Finney's office did not discuss specific allegations.
Meanwhile in North Carolina, while more prominent cities such as Asheville are starting to move into a long recovery phase, smaller towns are still struggling to perform search-and-rescue missions with few resources and little road access.
Tyler Banker, the fire rescue chief for Banner Elk, a mountain town tucked between two ski resorts in Avery County, said officials are working through a list of 50 people reported missing. The town is actively rescuing an additional 12 to 15 people, he said, adding that the community does not have any confirmed deaths.
"Truth be told, we are a popular tourist town and will continue to get the help we need until we recover," Banker said.
His main concern, he said, was for residents in less-well-known towns nearby, such as Green Valley, Plumtree and Spear.
"These are the folks that are getting bypassed in the national stream of resources," he said.
"We need to remember, this will be a long recovery, and we need to continue our mission to help every human, whether that be in a mansion on top of a mountain or a mobile home in a holler," Banker said.
As of Wednesday afternoon, more than 1.2 million electric customers still were without power in Florida, Georgia, the Carolinas and Virginia, according to poweroutage.us. Swaths of particularly hard-hit areas are also without safe drinking water, with officials unable to give clear timelines for when service might be restored.

Volunteers unload donated water, food and other relief supplies in Burnsville, N.C., on Tuesday. (Justin Cook/The Washington Post) 


The lack of water is one main reason many schools in storm-battered states remain closed. In western North Carolina alone, schools across more than a dozen counties were not open as of Wednesday.
In a statement shared Tuesday, Asheville City Schools Superintendent Maggie Fehrman said schools in the area would open again "as soon as we are able to safely do so."
While school buildings and facilities sustained minimal storm damage, Fehrman pointed to citywide water outages and transportation challenges as major barriers to reopening. No campuses have water, she said, and navigating buses through the city "is nearly impossible."
Remote learning was considered, Fehrman said, but ongoing power and internet outages made the option "untenable at this point."
On Wednesday, Brenton Benware, director of admissions at Asheville Christian Academy in Swannanoa, where he lives and his children attended school, was trying to find a generator and gas to pump water out of his house. Both were in short supply, he said. The school shuttered.
"It looks like a war zone: homes and cars parked on our athletic facilities," said Benware, 44.
Allyson McFalls, who teaches sixth grade at a public school in North Carolina's western town of Blowing Rock, wasn't sure when they would reopen.
Her two sons, ages 11 and 8, also attend the school, which is closed until at least Friday, along with the rest of the schools in surrounding Watauga County. At least one local school had flooded, she said. The local high school had been converted into an aid distribution center, with electricity and internet for those needing to file FEMA aid applications.
"We're not only dealing with the aftermath of flooding but also small community mountain roads being inaccessible because of landslides," said McFalls, 42.

The town of Black Mountain, N.C. is working to get clean water to residents after flooding from Hurricane Helene devastated the community.


As recovery efforts continued Wednesday, President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris headed to storm-affected areas to survey the damage.
Just before 3 p.m., two Osprey aircraft carrying Biden and Gov. Roy Cooper (D) swept low above the Swannanoa River, headed east from Asheville.
Below, in the devastated community of Swannanoa, hardly anyone seemed to pay attention, as the sound of helicopters has become part of the soundtrack of life here in recent days.
Line workers kept working to repair miles of wrecked power poles. Aid workers went door to door, asking what residents needed. Volunteers outside Blunt Pretzels, still serving free meals as they had for days, gave barely a glance to the sky as they spooned out roasted chicken, baked beans, vegetable dumplings and warm pretzels.
Nearby, in Black Mountain, officials had crossed out a word on makeshift signs, so that "Emergency meeting today, 3 p.m.," had become "Emergency meeting DAILY, 3 p.m." It was due to convene just as the president and the governor banked back toward South Carolina.
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Fatal beating of Tyre Nichols shown over and over at police trial
By repeatedly playing video footage, sometimes in slow motion, lawyers tried to control the narrative of the police killing of Tyre Nichols, experts said.
By Robert Klemko | 2024-10-02

An image from video of the beating of Tyre Nichols on Jan. 7, 2023. (City of Memphis/AP)


MEMPHIS -- At every stage of the federal civil rights trial of three former officers accused of beating Tyre Nichols to death last year, lawyers for the defendants have opted to show jurors video of the violent encounter caught on police body camera and surveillance footage.
Almost every day for nearly three weeks, jurors watched five Memphis police officers rain punches, kicks and baton strikes upon the 29-year-old Nichols, who fled a traffic stop on foot in January 2023.
Before each screening, court staff dimmed the lights and jurors looked to a projection screen on the wall on the opposite side of the courtroom. When she was in attendance, Tyre Nichols's mother, RowVaughn Wells, stood from her seat in the gallery and exited, unwilling and unable to watch. Below the screen, defendants Tadarrius Bean, Demetrius Haley and Justin Smith sat with their backs to the wall, facing the jury as their actions played out above them.
The officers are charged with using excessive force, failure to intervene and witness tampering. Attorneys made closing arguments Wednesday, and jury deliberations were expected to begin Thursday. The officers also face second-degree murder charges in state court.
John Keith Perry Jr., an attorney for Bean, played a portion of the video in slow motion more than five times the other day, emphasizing to jurors that several of Bean's punches landed on Nichols's hands, not his face.
During each replay, Nichols's repeated screams for Wells -- "Mama!" -- were elongated into a slow, piercing wail. A visibly distressed juror muffled his ears with his hands.

Memphis police video shows officers beating Tyre Nichols on Jan. 7. Nichols later died.


The arguments accompanying each screening of the video have been central to the defense strategy. Attorneys for the three defendants argued that Emmitt Martin III, one of two officers who pleaded guilty ahead of the trial, was responsible for the killing blows -- not the defendants.
Defense attorneys also used the footage to make the case that officers feared Nichols could strike them with the handcuffs that were attached to one of his wrists. They argued Haley kicked Nichols in the shoulder and neck area, not precisely in the head.
The strategy was predictable, according to jury trial consultants and jury psychology researchers. It could help the defendants poke holes in the government's case and create their own narrative around the chief piece of evidence, hoping to convince at least one juror that some of the officers' actions were justified, the experts said. And leaning on the video could desensitize some jurors to the violence, to a degree.
But repeatedly playing the video could have the opposite effect on jurors, keeping them focused on the collective brutality of the encounter.
"It's a risky strategy," said Carol B. Anderson, a retired clinical professor at the School of Law at Wake Forest University and the author of "Inside Jurors' Minds: The Hierarchy of Juror Decision-Making." "If lawyers make certain information more available to us, if we see it a lot, we get more comfortable with it. If it's something awful, it tends to lose its shock value."
Slowing down the video's frame rate and showing bits of footage at a time could distort the jury's subconscious interpretation of the entire event, said Ellen Leggett, a former professor of psychology at the University of Southern California and the founder of Leggett Jury Research, a trial consultancy.
"They are deliberately deconstructing the event down into small tidbits that they assume will deconstruct the impact emotionally," Leggett said.

A news conference in Memphis where attendees showed support for Nichols in January 2023. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


Defense attorneys must recognize their audience, experts said. Many Memphis residents in the jury pool were aware of the Nichols killing, and many potential jurors said during questioning that they had seen the video online or in news reports. Attorneys for the defense couldn't ignore the video, so they embraced it, combing the footage for details at odds with the government's interpretation.
"The video is a damning piece of evidence," said Paul Neale, the CEO of DOAR, a New York-based trial consultancy that offers resources in jury selection and trial presentation, among other services. "I think by showing it over and over again, they're getting the jury comfortable with it, then taking control of it, perhaps giving the jury the perception that they see it as the most critical piece of evidence in their favor."
The officers' lawyers are hoping to target at least one "defense-minded" juror who can be persuaded to find reasonable doubt in the government's case, Leggett said. That juror could either swing their colleagues in the defense's favor or refuse to bring guilty verdicts, resulting in a hung jury.
"With those nuanced, narrow issues they're looking at, watching the video carefully is a way for them to counter allegations by the prosecution," Leggett said. "They're dancing on the head of a pin. But anyone who may be receptive on that jury, it gives them something to hang their hat on."
Anderson, the retired Wake Forest Law professor, compared the officers' defense strategy to the approach taken by lawyers for the Los Angeles Police Department officers who beat Rodney King in 1991. Attorneys in their state criminal trial embraced the video recording of King's arrest to argue the officers used reasonable force given the threat they believed King posed at the time.
A key difference between the two cases, which occurred more than three decades apart: The officers who beat King were granted a change of venue from Los Angeles County to comparatively conservative Simi Valley, Calif. The trial there did not result in any convictions.
"With the King trial, they showed the video again and again and again until jurors got desensitized to it," Anderson said. "But if somebody is having a visceral reaction on the Memphis jury, covering their ears, that should be a cue that people aren't responding the way they want."
Said Leggett: "You're hoping -- grasping -- to get one juror, in spite of everybody else being upset."
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In Augusta, Ga., residents try to rally despite Helene's widespread damage
People in the state's second-largest city were told to boil water, if they had any. But that was impossible with no electricity or gas. Food was in short supply.
By Allison Salerno | 2024-10-02

A car passes a broken streetlight in Augusta, Ga., on Wednesday, only one of the many damaged in the storm. (Sam Wolfe for The Washington Post) 


AUGUSTA, Ga. -- In the loading dock of Bell Auditorium, a recently renovated event venue downtown, National Guard members from Marietta, 170 miles away, were loading cases of bottled water onto trailers as temperatures hit the mid-80s. They were destined for distribution sites in the city's neighborhoods.
Volunteers from the city's churches were putting plastic bags full of household cleaning supplies and nonperishable food onto the trucks and vans as well. A convoy of semitrucks from a Missouri nonprofit group had arrived earlier with some of the supplies. Local charities also donated.
"If you're in Augusta, you need something," said Phil Stanley, co-pastor of a local church who was helping to coordinate the effort. "You either need water or food or a way to get out of your driveway."
Daily life for many in this city, best known by outsiders for the meticulously manicured and azalea-thronged Augusta National golf course and the adjacent 125-year-old Augusta Country Club, has been reduced to a struggle for the basics: food, water, electricity and, for some, shelter. Some are benefiting from the platoons of rescue workers handing out donated supplies. Neighbors are finding creative ways to help each other. One resident recounted that her sister's neighbor traded pool water to flush toilets and borrowed a ladder in exchange for giving her sister bottled water.

Edwin Lopez of the Georgia National Guard loads bottled water onto a trailer in Augusta on Wednesday. (Sam Wolfe for The Washington Post) 


Some wealthy residents were able to evacuate to their beach homes in Hilton Head and other parts of coastal Georgia or North Carolina. That has left others in the city, which has just over 200,000 residents and a poverty rate that exceeds the national average, to fend as best they can.
Law enforcement started going door-to-door as early as Friday, the day Helene hit Augusta, to rescue people in dire medical straits. But many spared injury and not needing medical assistance are still without almost everything.
At Bell Auditorium, the seats have been removed to make way for cots, and the Red Cross is setting up a shelter for people Helene left homeless, said Lt. Stephanie Allen of the Augusta Fire Department, who was overseeing logistics.
"It's devastating here but the community is coming together," Allen said. "Our community is struggling, we have needs and this is going to be a process."
Helene tore through the city and the surrounding area early Friday with winds of 82 mph and gusts estimated at 100 mph.
The storm toppled trees, which snapped utility lines, damaged homes and businesses and trapped some inside their homes or subdivisions. Electricity is slowly being restored, but cellular coverage remains spotty and WiFi service rare, diminishing residents' ability to find out how to get help. And the conditions add to the chaos: Residents in Augusta and its across-the-river sister, North Augusta, S.C., are under an advisory to boil water before using it because of damage to the water system infrastructure. But without electricity or gas, there is no way to boil water.
Locals said Helene was the worst natural disaster to strike the city in more than 100 years. That -- and the fast-moving power of the storm -- may have contributed to a lack of preparedness that has made recovery more difficult.

Michael Stevenson, a teacher at Immaculate Conception school, has had to sleep at the school since Helene passed through Augusta. (Sam Wolfe for The Washington Post) 


"We've never had anything like this," said Michael Stevenson, 38, a history teacher at Immaculate Conception school, which serves students with special needs from pre-K to age 25.
Stevenson said he was awakened Friday morning at 2 a.m. when his CPAP breathing machine stopped working. He heard the wind howling and glass breaking. On Saturday, he was able to climb over fallen trees and get a cell signal. A text from his principal said that the school had power and air-conditioning and that staff, their pets and families were welcome to sleep there.
Stevenson and his parents, who share a house, headed to the school in downtown Augusta, a few blocks from Bell Auditorium. His parents returned to their house after the first night. Stevenson has remained at the school, along with about a dozen of his colleagues.
"I was excited to have a place that had air-conditioning, lights and water," he said.
The principal invited those sleeping over to eat food from the school cafeteria -- pizza and hamburgers the first night. Someone made a liquor store run, Stevenson said.
That first night, he put two armchairs together in a hallway for a bed. The next night he tried sleeping on a couch in his classroom. Then he tried out a twin air mattress he bought at Sam's Club in Columbia, S.C., while buying groceries there.
At 6-foot-3, he found none of the sleeping arrangements comfortable, particularly when he discovered that a fellow teacher was a serious snorer. Stevenson said he hoped to find an affordable hotel room in Columbia, more than 70 miles away, "just me and Jesus."

Downed trees are scattered across roads and homes in North Augusta, S.C. (Sam Wolfe for The Washington Post) 


Other displaced residents included students at Augusta University as the dormitories and the rest of the school were closed. Its main campus and athletics complex are without power and water, according to Milledge Austin, a spokesman.
Only 1,000 of 10,000 students normally live on campus. On Sunday, about 65 students who did not evacuate dormitories were relocated via motorbus to Gordon State, he said. The two-year college is more than 150 miles away in west-central Georgia.
On Wednesday, traffic lights in downtown Augusta were starting to work, lines to purchase gas were shrinking and power was being slowly restored. But blocks from Augusta National golf course, the residential roads remained an obstacle course of downed power lines and trees. Utility trucks lined the streets bordering the Augusta Country Club.
In that neighborhood, Grant Hix, 29, and his wife, Megan, 30, like so many residents, had no power. Grant hasn't been able to use his CPAP and the laundry is piling up. As their two young children played with stuffed animals on their front lawn, Megan said the couple has had to explain to them "about 50 times" why the TV and internet aren't working and that "we've got to play with what we've got."
At night, the temperature inside their brick home reaches 81 degrees. "My only regret is we don't own a battery-operated fan," Megan said.
The couple is making coffee by attaching their coffee maker to the power outlet in the truck bed of Grant's Toyota Tacoma. Megan, a postpartum nurse, said her employer offered 10 gallons of gas to people willing to work shifts. She has gone in twice since the storm.

Amanda Alexander plays with her son, Price, in their Augusta home, which was still without power on Wednesday. (Sam Wolfe for The Washington Post) 


The family moved into their new home only a week ago. Do they know their neighbors? "We do now," Megan said.
Across the Savannah River in the city of North Augusta, Amanda and Hunter Alexander and their son, Price, 21/2, also had no hot water and no way to boil any. They had no internet, spotty cell service -- best before 8 a.m. -- and found food almost impossible to buy locally. Amanda's sister, who lives in Athens, has driven the 100 miles to deliver canned and dried food and cases of water. Hunter's sister's boyfriend is driving to Columbia nearly daily to buy fresh fruit and other necessities.
"Our local Kroger is wiped," said Amanda, 34.
The Alexanders also are coping with the cascade of trees now lying all over the property of the three-bedroom suburban house they bought just two months ago. It's been a rude introduction to homeownership.
The house itself appears to have sustained a little damage, and an oak tree that was leaning on the house has been removed. And they are lucky in another way: The house they had rented earlier in Augusta was demolished by the wind.
Amanda said she has been texting her sister, who evacuated to Jacksonville, Fla., to check up on the various tree removal companies that have arrived from all over and have come knocking.

A flag hangs from a broken pine tree on Hammond Drive in North Augusta, S.C. (Sam Wolfe for The Washington Post) 


"People from Kansas quoted me $12,000," she said. "They're coming in, trying to get what they can. You have to be careful."
She found a company two hours away; it would charge $5,000 to cut up the fallen trees. The air in their neighborhood smells of pine from all the fresh broken wood.
At Bell Auditorium, Stanley, the pastor, took a pause from his duties in the sweltering heat.
"I was born and raised in Augusta, Georgia, and I love my city," he said, taking a sip of an energy drink inside the air-conditioned auditorium.
"I see God in the way things have gotten so much better in the past 24 hours," he said. "Yeah, we need a lot more time before it comes together. But it is coming back together."
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Desperate to find Grandma, a family hit the road with bikes and chain saws
After Helene tore through North Carolina, Beth Holmes couldn't get in touch with her grandmother. So she and her family set off on an expedition to find her.
By Emily Wax-Thibodeaux | 2024-10-03

Floodwaters rush over a bridge on the Watauga River as Hurricane Helene approaches Sugar Grove, N.C., on Sept. 26. (Jonathan Drake/Reuters)


The Holmes family began preparing for Helene as soon as meteorologists started warning the storm was headed their way.
Beth Holmes, a real estate lawyer in the small North Carolina mountain town of Spruce Pine, told the staff at her law office to head home. Her husband cleaned their gutters. But most importantly, she checked on her 87-year-old grandmother.

From left, Melanie Slagle, Carolyn Livingston and Beth Holmes in a family photo. (Isaac Holmes) 


Carolyn Livingston lived in an even more remote mountain community called Bandana nestled in the Appalachian Mountains. It was only 12 miles from Spruce Pine, but she had no plans to go stay with her granddaughter during the storm. Independent and strong-willed, Livingston felt certain she could weather the rain as she had many times before -- alone.
"Are you ready for the storm grandma?" Holmes, 45, texted Thursday.
"As ready as one can be, I guess," Livingston texted back.
Bandana is the type of place where neighbors check in on one another. People there take pride in being resourceful and resilient. They also tend to have practical skills, like knowing how to repair a roof or patch up old plumbing.
"These are hearty people," Holmes said. "Grandma's a hearty person."
All of that was put to the test Friday, when Helene roared in and shattered the roads that connect Spruce Pine and Bandana. Both towns went dark. Holmes had no way of knowing whether her grandmother was okay.
"There was no cell reception at all," she said. "We had no communication with the outside world -- nothing."
***
Holmes grew up visiting her grandmother's farmhouse in Bandana. She and the other grandchildren played in a giant field behind the home, and each spring, pink and purple flowers known as phlox would cover an old cemetery near the neighborhood church.
At the helm of the family was Livingston. She'd grown up in the mountains during the Great Depression and lost her father in a railroad accident when she was 8. The hardship instilled in her a sense of independence, and while she embraced domestic work like canning jams, she also played basketball, went to college and embarked on a career in education, becoming one of the first female principals at the local elementary school.

Carolyn Livingston, the tallest player at center, is seen in a 1955 photo at Bowman High School in Bakersville, N.C. (Courtesy of Carolyn Livingston) 


"I've wanted to be like my grandmother my whole life," Holmes said.
Her grandmother's original house was built in the 1930s. It was a Sears "kit house" that came with all the nails, flooring, doors and paint needed to construct it. When it was first built, water needed to be carried into the house in a bucket from a nearby spring. Eventually, they added indoor plumbing and electricity.
By the 1980s, the home was in desperate need of repair. But Livingston and her husband, Alvin, didn't want to leave the land. So they tore down their home and built a new farmhouse with a finished attic.
Holmes remembers spending Friday nights at the home, watching Benji movies and eating Jell-O pudding pops and popcorn, "because my grandmother knew they were my favorite."
Her grandfather died in 2021 after a bad fall during the pandemic. But Livingston did not want to leave the home where she'd raised her children. She decided to stay, even if it meant living alone.
***
Livingston was in bed Friday morning when she began to hear what sounded like a loud roar. Helene had arrived.
Not far away, her granddaughter was also still in bed when she began hearing "constant popping sounds." At first she thought it might be the sound of transformers exploding, but later she realized it was trees falling.
"We were very lucky, because we had just trimmed our tree and it came within six feet of our house," Holmes said.

A view of the home where Carolyn Livingston lives and the field where her grandchildren and great-grandchildren would play. (Beth Holmes) 


Livingston took out a battery-powered radio but couldn't get any news. Water began filling her basement. She took out a broom and tried to sweep as much of it as she could into the drain. She'd never seen so much water flood the home.
"This is something people would experience once in 500 to 1,000 years," she thought to herself.
All around their respective towns, buildings were caving in to the wind and rain. The local grocery store in Spruce Pine had collapsed. A historic train depot was flooded. But what worried the two women most was not knowing whether the other one was okay.
"It was all I could think about," Holmes said.
***
When she still hadn't heard from her grandmother a day after the storm, Holmes decided to go find her. She and her husband put their e-bikes atop their Toyota Highlander and set out to find Grandma.
Her aunt and uncle had attempted to make the journey to Bandana the previous day, but they'd run into downed trees and power lines, slabs of broken concrete, and abandoned, flattened cars almost every 30 feet.
This time, the relatives resolved, they'd bring chain saws.
"It was an absolute moment of laughter for us," Holmes said. "We thought we might have to e-bike in with chain saws, but we didn't."
Holmes put on her overalls. She, her husband and two friends jumped into their car. A cousin led the way in his pickup truck. Locals had helped clear the roads by then, but they still had to swerve around tree limbs and fallen power lines.
"When I was a kid, we used to literally sing, 'Over the river and through the woods to grandmother's house we go,'" she said. "I kept thinking how true that was this trip."
They were a quarter-mile from the home when they reached a part of the road that had collapsed and become impassable. Nearby residents were building a makeshift bridge out of poplar trees to help people get through. Holmes and her relatives parked their cars and crossed on foot.
They then walked the rest of the way to Livingston's house, carefully navigating their way through slippery mud and brush.
***
Livingston tried to keep busy through the long hours with no phone service. Neighbors dropped by and collected creek water so she could flush her toilet. They also helped mop out the water that was still in her basement.
She had enough food and water for about four more days.
"I was still feeling sick with worry though about Beth and my family," she said. "Were they alive? Were they hurt? Or scared?"

A makeshift bridge that local residents fashioned in Bandana, N.C. (Kyle Slagle) 


When Holmes and her relatives reached the field behind her grandmother's house, they began to run. Holmes started to cry the closer they got, wondering what they might find when they finally reached the home where she had so many happy memories.
That's when they spotted Livingston through the window of the home. She was in her recliner where she reads and does Sudoku.
Holmes's cousin sprinted ahead and yelled "Grandma!" Livingston jumped up in shock. The relatives raced into the home and embraced their grandmother. Holmes cried as she hugged her in relief.
Then, Livingston refused to leave.
"Oh, I'll be okay," she joked. "Maybe you will all be safe with me."
She finally relented. When Livingston saw the destruction beyond her property, she said she was "glad I left." There were sink holes and decimated buildings. Families and police were out looking for people reported missing. Her neighborhood was nearly unrecognizable.
But she plans to return to her quiet home in the country as soon as it's safe. She's hoping that's in just a few weeks -- or sooner.
"Then they can come visit me," Livingston said, "like we always did before the hurricane."
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What we know about TikTok star Mr.Prada's arrest and a therapist's death
The 20-year-old with more than 8 million social media followers is in custody in Texas. Police say he was driving the car of a man killed in Baton Rouge.
By Jiselle Lee | 2024-10-03

The roof of a police patrol car at night, with the blue and red lights flashing. (iStock)


A popular TikTok personality known as "Mr.Prada" was arrested in Dallas on Tuesday afternoon after Baton Rouge police say he crashed a car belonging to a man who was found dead on Sunday.
Terryon Ishmael Thomas, 20, is currently in police custody in Texas, according to Dallas County Jail records. He was arrested on charges of aggravated criminal damage to property, resisting an officer and unauthorized use of a motor vehicle, according to jail records. He has not been charged in the death of therapist William Nicholas Abraham, and he did not have a lawyer listed as of Tuesday afternoon.
Here is what to know about the TikTok star and the therapist's death:
Thomas, the social media influencer known as "Mr.Prada," has a combined following of about 8 million across two TikTok accounts. Using the profiles @mr.prada458 and @mr.prada456, Thomas was known for creating relatable TikTok videos for Gen Z audiences, which often included commentary about school, social media use and trends. He also made videos about the LGBTQ+ community and dating culture.
About 49 percent of Thomas's followers of the account @mr.prada456 are between the ages of 18 and 24, according to social media analytics website Beacons.
In the days since Baton Rouge police released information about Thomas's arrest warrant, the Newellton, La., resident's social media comments have been filled with support and worry from his followers. Other TikTok creators have posted about Thomas's arrest to inform others about it or to joke about the situation.
Tangipahoa Parish Sheriff's Office has been investigating the killing of Abraham, 69, who was found dead and wrapped in a tarp in Baton Rouge on Sunday morning.
Abraham died from blunt force trauma to the head, neck and shoulders, according to the sheriff's office. Tangipahoa Sheriff Gerald Sticker told local news outlets it was a "very physical, very violent death."
While investigating Abraham's death, Tangipahoa sheriff's officers say they recovered security camera footage from a store in the Juban Crossing area where the driver of Abraham's stolen vehicle was seen purchasing items from the store. Police say they attempted to stop the driver, but the driver evaded police, crashed the car, then ran away. The officer identified Thomas as the last person seen driving Abraham's vehicle.
Local authorities are still investigating the murder and Thomas's possible connection to the death, a spokesperson from the sheriff's office said.
Abraham was accused of molesting an 11-year-old boy in 2015. Jarrett Ambeau, Abraham's lawyer, told The Washington Post that the charge was dropped when the child took back the statement and repeatedly apologized to Abraham over the past few years.
"The client from 2015 is 100 percent not Thomas," Ambeau said. "I have never heard of Thomas and I have no idea if they ever had any sort of relationship."
Ambeau said he is upset Abraham's previous charge is overshadowing the death of "a kind and gentle man."
"He did not deserve to die this way," he said.
Abraham's therapy practice offered an array of services, including helping local LGBTQ+ individuals "work through identity issues, acceptance and family struggles," according to Abraham's website.
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Prosecutors show video of ex-sheriff allegedly shooting Kentucky judge
Shawn "Mickey" Stines is accused of shooting Kevin Mullins in an act that was captured on cameras in the courthouse chambers.
By Ben Brasch, Kim Bellware | 2024-10-02

Shawn "Mickey" Stines, the former sheriff of Letcher County in Kentucky, wipes his eyes as he listens to testimony during his arraignment Tuesday at the Morgan County Courthouse in West Liberty, Ky. (Timothy D. Easley/AP)


Prosecutors released video Tuesday of a Kentucky district judge being shot to death, a killing that rocked the small Appalachian town of Whitesburg.
The state played the recording to persuade the court to move forward the case of former sheriff Shawn "Mickey" Stines, 43, allegedly killing District Judge Kevin Mullins on Sept. 19.
Neither the defense attorney for Stines nor the attorney prosecuting the case were immediately available for comment Wednesday.
The video showed a man prosecutors say is Stines walking into the judge's chambers and quickly shooting at him. The judge falls out of his chair. The shooter then rotates around the desk, leans over the furniture and shoots down at the judge as he scrambles on the ground. The shooter heads back to the door, opens it, then turns around and aims his gun toward the judge before the video cuts off.
The 54-year-old judge was a longtime colleague of Stines. Before being elected sheriff in 2018, Stines served as courtroom bailiff for Mullins in Letcher County.
Whitesburg, the county seat, is a town of about 1,700 people roughly 145 miles southeast of Lexington. Officials have not explained what they believe Stines's alleged motive was.
But the hearing did reveal details about the two men's interactions shortly before the shooting.

Kentucky District Judge Kevin Mullins. (Kentucky Court of Justice/AP) 


Kentucky State Police detective Clayton Stamper said Mullins and Stines met for lunch with several other people at a restaurant near the courthouse just before the shooting, according to the Associated Press.
"I was told that the judge made a statement to Mickey about, 'Do we need to meet private in my chambers?' " Stamper said.
When asked if he knew about any previous issues between the men, Stamper said he "heard things" regarding a lawsuit, the AP reported.
Stines is involved in a 2022 federal lawsuit that accuses his former deputy of coercing women into sex in Mullins's chambers when they couldn't pay fees related to ankle monitors required for home confinement. One of the plaintiffs alleges that Stines failed "to adequately train and supervise" the deputy and "knew or should have known" the deputy was sexually abusing the women.
Stines fired the deputy, who pleaded guilty last year and served six months in jail before he was released on probation, according to the Mountain Eagle, Whitesburg's local newspaper.
In the murder case, Chief Regional District Judge Rupert Wilhoit ruled there was enough probable cause to move the case along and have a grand jury decide whether to indict Stines, said Kevin Grout, spokesman with Kentucky Attorney General Russell Coleman's office.
Stines pleaded not guilty to his first-degree murder charge last week. He stepped down as sheriff Monday, according to the AP. If convicted of murder, Stines could serve 20 years to life in prison. Stines could also face the death penalty if convicted because he is accused of killing a public official.
His defense attorney on Tuesday asked Wilhoit if there was probable cause to consider the crime eligible for a manslaughter charge because Stines was experiencing an "extreme emotional disturbance," according to the Lexington Herald-Leader. That distinction matters because it would remove the possibility of capital punishment. The judge decided to move forward with the murder charge.
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Woman mistakenly drops $12,000. Stranger finds it, returns it to her.
"He showed honor. Many people wouldn't pass that test," Truong Huynh said of the man who returned the money.
By Sydney Page | 2024-10-02

Dan Desfosses, right, manager of Market Basket in Shrewsbury, Mass., in the store parking lot with a customer who goes by Skip. Skip found an envelope containing $12,000 and returned it to the store's service desk. (Truong Huynh)


Van Ha carried an envelope filled with $12,000 in cash everywhere she went, planning to eventually give it to her three children.
She felt safer keeping the large sum with her rather than putting it anywhere else, said her nephew, Truong Huynh.
But on Sept. 22, when Ha, 71, returned home from grocery shopping at Market Basket in Shrewsbury, Mass., her heart sank: The envelope was missing.
She phoned her nephew in a panic, telling him that her precious savings must have slipped out of her purse in the parking lot or at the store.
"She was sad and she admitted her mistake; she shouldn't keep cash with her like that," said Huynh, noting that Ha does not speak English.
Huynh, 55, agreed to take Ha back to the supermarket to help her communicate with store employees and try to track down the missing envelope.
When they got there, store manager Dan Desfosses offered to look at surveillance footage to see if he could pinpoint when and where the envelope escaped her bag. He checked, but no luck.
"You could tell she was upset," Desfosses said.
Although Desfosses found footage of Ha exiting her car and walking into the store earlier that day, he did not spot the envelope at any point. Huynh said he and his aunt felt defeated and distressed, especially since the cash was intended to help support her family.

Van Ha in 2020. (Truong Huynh)


"She tries to help out her kids," said Huynh. "We were about to leave very sad."
Just as they were getting into the car to head home empty-handed, Desfosses ran outside with good news: A customer had just brought the envelope to the service desk. Every dollar was still there.
"The look on her face when he presented the money back to her was priceless," Desfosses said.
The good Samaritan who brought it back just wanted to be sure it went to its rightful owner, Desfosses said.
"I don't know if there's a lot of people that would do that," Desfosses said. "It shows you what he's made of ... It shows you there are truly some good people in this world."
Huynh said he and his aunt were absolutely floored that the cash was returned.
"We were so happy, we almost cried," Huynh said, adding that he asked to take a photo of the man with Desfosses.
The man who returned the envelope identified himself only as "Skip," Desfosses said, adding that he is a regular customer of the store, and his girlfriend works there. Desfosses and Huynh said they did not know the man's full name.
"He showed honor," Huynh said. "Many people wouldn't pass that test."
After going home that afternoon, cash in hand, Ha decided she wanted to give Skip a reward for returning the large sum of cash. She and her nephew went back to the store later that afternoon with $300. They gave it to Skip's girlfriend, as he was no longer there. The Washington Post could not reach Skip or his girlfriend for an interview.
In a local Facebook group, Huynh shared the story -- which was first reported by the Worcester Telegram -- and gave Skip a shout-out for doing the right thing.
"It takes a special kind of person to do something so honest and selfless, and Skip, you are a true example of integrity and compassion," Huynh wrote. "Thank you, Skip -- you've touched more lives than you know today."
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Photos of devastation caused by Helene's floodwaters in North Carolina
Casualties continue to mount as the community emerges from Helene's aftermath in North Carolina.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-10-03
After battering Florida as a Category 4 hurricane Thursday, Helene dumped historic rainfall on Georgia, the Carolinas and other states, spurring flash flooding and leaving scores of people confirmed dead, with others still missing. The highest death toll was in North Carolina, where flooding wiped out whole communities. Residents there and across vast areas of the Southeast were without water, power, and phone and internet communication. Rescues have continued throughout the week as the flood started to recede.

National Guard soldiers look for people in distress as they scan the New River carrying emergency food and water on a Black Hawk helicopter in rural areas affected by Hurricane Helene near Ashe County, North Carolina on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)



National Guard soldiers load emergency food and water into a Black Hawk helicopter to deliver to rural areas affected by Hurricane Helene in Salisbury, North Carolina on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)



National Guard soldiers load emergency food and water into a Black Hawk helicopter to deliver to rural areas affected by Hurricane Helene in Salisbury, North Carolina on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)



Debris is seen in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene in Swannanoa, N.C., on Tuesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)



Anne Schneider hugs friend Eddy Sampson as they survey the damage in Marshall, N.C., on Tuesday. (Jeff Roberson/AP)



A search-and-rescue dog and their handler search for victims in Swannanoa, N.C. (Mike Stewart/AP)



Carrie Owenby looks at her phone in Asheville, N.C., on Monday. A neighbor with power shared an extension cord with those who didn't have any. (Mike Stewart/AP)



People gather on a hill in Asheville, N.C., on Monday. (Jeffrey Collins/AP)



Avery Sherrill salvages what he can from his destroyed family business, Mudtools, on Tuesday in Bat Cave, N.C. (Sean Rayford/Getty Images)



Locals and volunteers unload a truck full of donated supplies in North Carolina on Tuesday. (Justin Cook for The Washington Post)



Hurricane Helene caused flooding on the North Fork Catawba River in McDowell County that washed out a bridge on Highway 22 in North Cove, N.C., isolating communities from already limited resources. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)



Ezra Fenland, 18, throws fish he rescued from flood puddles into the French Broad River in Marshall, N.C., on Monday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)



Volunteers help organize donated items at Art Post Supplies and Studios for people impacted by in western North Carolina. (Cornell Watson for The Washington Post)



Hurricane Helene caused flooding on the North Fork Catawba River in McDowell County that washed out a bridge on Highway 22 in North Cove, N.C., isolating communities from already limited resources. (Travis Long/Tlong@newsobserver.com)



A rescue team unloads a dinghy boat off a truck in Bat Cave, N.C. (Marco Bello/Reuters)



A rescue team paddles down the Swannanoa River on Sunday. The remnants of Hurricane Helene downed trees and caused widespread flooding and power outages in western North Carolina. (Travis Long/The News & Observer)



A drone view shows houses in a damaged area of Swannanoa, N.C., on Sunday. (Marco Bello/Reuters)



Terry Wilson stands in his hallway while he and family members work to remove valuables from his flooded home in Old Fort, N.C., on Sunday. (Melissa Sue Gerrits/Getty Images)



A woman stands on the site where the Jet Broadcasting radio station once stood in Erwin, Tenn., on Sunday. The entire building was swept away in the flooding caused by Helene. (Saul Young/Knoxville News-Sentinel/Reuters)



Hurricane Helene washed out a bridge on Highway 221 in North Cove, N.C. (Julia Wall for The Washington Post)



Scott Richardson points to where his home's foundation once stood in Boone, N.C., on Saturday. (Jonathan Drake/Reuters)



Anthony Pack, left, and his brother Jonathan Pack look out over a mangled hillside in the aftermath of Helene near Black Mountain, N.C. "The whole neighborhood is obliterated. It's gone. I've got family that's missing and unaccounted for and family that's dead," Pack said. (Sean Rayford/Getty Images)



Men inspect the damage from flooding in Biltmore Village in North Carolina on Saturday. (Sean Rayford/Getty Images)



Receding floodwaters show the devastation left around the First Baptist Church in Swannanoa on Sunday. (Jesse Barber/for The Washington Post)



A vehicle rests in a ditch in Swannanoa. (Brady Dennis/The Washington Post)



A resident climbs up fallen rubble from a bridge collapse on American Thread Road near Woodlawn, N.C., on Saturday. (Jesse Barber/The Washington Post)



Residents in Clyde in western North Carolina begin cleaning up on Saturday. (Travis Long/News & Observer)



Joe Dancy is embraced by a friend in his flood damaged home in Swannanoa on Sunday. (Jesse Barber/The Washington Post)



People line up for a supply distribution outside of First Baptist Church in Swannanoa on Sunday. (Jesse Barber/for The Washington Post)



A motorist drives by a dead fish in Biltmore Village on Saturday. (Sean Rayford/Getty Images)



Colton Dion prepares to paint a plein-air documentation of the damage to the Arts District near downtown Asheville on Saturday. (Melissa Sue Gerrits/Getty Images)



Houston Woody watches a rescue helicopter take off Saturday from Woodlawn, N.C. (Jesse Barber/The Washington Post)



Residents gather to access WiFi Saturday at a fire station in Asheville. (Melissa Sue Gerrits/Getty Images)



Vehicles wait for gas in Clyde on Saturday. (Travis Long/News & Observer)



A broken utility pole Saturday in Asheville. (Sean Rayford/Getty Images)



A man walks near a flooded area near the Swannanoa River on Friday in Asheville. (Erik Verduzco/AP)



People watch as floodwaters rise Friday in Asheville. (Erik Verduzco/AP)



Flooding from the French Broad River hits the River Arts District in Asheville on Friday. (Travis Long/News & Observer)



Cars are piled along the side of Hing Ta Restaurant after a tornado hit Rocky Mount, N.C., on Friday. (City of Rocky Mount/AP)



Flooding covers streets in Asheville on Friday. (Billy Bowling/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)



Emergency personnel watch as floodwaters rise Friday in Asheville. (Erik Verduzco/AP)



A swift water rescue worker is seen through a window carrying a pet dog as workers assist residents during severe flooding in Boone. (Jonathan Drake/Reuters)



A local resident helps free a car that became stranded on a stretch of flooding road Friday as Tropical Storm Helene hit the outskirts of Boone. (Jonathan Drake/Reuters)
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Live updates: Israeli airstrike kills 9 in central Beirut amid southern Lebanon incursion
The airstrike in the Bachoura neighborhood was the deadliest so far in the Lebanese capital. The area is close to government and U.N. buildings.
By Niha Masih, Kelsey Ables, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Leo Sands, Jennifer Hassan, Bryan Pietsch, Sammy Westfall, Victoria Bisset, Miriam Berger, Reem  Akkad, Suzan Haidamous, Susannah George, Heba Farouk Mahfouz , Louisa Loveluck, Morgan Coates, Cate Brown, Karen DeYoung, Missy Ryan, Rachel Pannett, Alon Rom, Adela Suliman, Mikhail Klimentov, Loveday Morris, Shira Rubin | 2024-10-03
An Israeli airstrike in Beirut's Bachoura neighborhood killed at least nine people and injured 14 others overnight, Lebanon's Health Ministry said Thursday. It was the second and deadliest airstrike in the capital since Israel's conflict with Hezbollah began. The late-night strike hit the office of the Islamic Health Authority, a health-services institution run by Hezbollah, and paramedics were among the casualties, an IHA spokesperson said. The Israel Defense Forces said it conducted a "precise strike" in Beirut. On Thursday, the IDF and Hezbollah-aligned media outlets reported direct ground confrontations in southern Lebanon, as Israeli forces continued their offensive.
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U.K. returns sovereignty of Chagos Islands to Mauritius after long dispute
The agreement ends decades of dispute over Britain's last African colony, from which thousands of people were forcibly evicted, while maintaining a key U.S.-British military base there.
By Karla Adam | 2024-10-03

An aerial view of the Diego Garcia base on the Chagos Islands. (AP)


LONDON -- The British government on Thursday announced it would cede sovereignty over the Chagos Islands to Mauritius, in an agreement that ends decades of dispute over Britain's last African colony while maintaining a key U.S.-British military base in the archipelago.
The Chagos Islands -- also known as the British Indian Ocean Territory -- are a cluster of islands in the Indian Ocean. They include Diego Garcia, the largest of the islands and the site of the strategically positioned military base. Among the reasons for the long-running dispute over the archipelago is the decision by Britain, along with the United States, to evict thousands of Indigenous inhabitants to make way for the base's construction.
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer and Mauritius Prime Minister Pravind Jugnauth said in a joint statement that they had reached a "historic political agreement on the exercise of sovereignty" over the archipelago.
The agreement is still subject to the finalization of a treaty, but both sides vowed to move quickly. In addition, Britain will provide a financial support package to Mauritius, including annual payments and a partnership to build infrastructure.
Starmer and Jugnauth said that they were committed to the "long-term, secure and effective operation of the existing base on Diego Garcia" and that this would include a 99-year lease for the island. The United States and Britain will retain operational control over the base.
President Joe Biden, who welcomed the agreement, said in a statement that the military facility at Diego Garcia plays a "vital role in national, regional, and global security." The base enables the United States to "support operations that demonstrate our shared commitment to regional stability, provide rapid response to crises, and counter some of the most challenging security threats we face," he said.
Britain's empire once stretched over large swaths of the globe. And even though it has relinquished control of many countries, largely during the 20th century, there are still a handful of places where Britain's sovereignty claims are contested, such as Gibraltar and the Falkland Islands.
As part of the agreement, Mauritius will now be able to resettle people on the islands of the Chagos Archipelago, with the exception of Diego Garcia. Britain and the United States evicted the island's population in the 1960s and 1970s so the base could be built.

Chagossians, led by Olivier Bancoult, on phone at center, outside the Mauritian Prime Minister's office in Port Louis, Mauritius, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024, after the news that the U.K. had agreed to hand sovereignty of the long-contested Chagos Islands to Mauritius. (Sokrah Kiranchand/AP)


Chagossians have argued for decades that their rights were violated in the forced displacement, which Human Rights Watch has described as a "crime against humanity." In 2019, the International Court of Justice said in an advisory opinion that Britain's continued administration of the Chagos Archipelago "constitutes a wrongful act."
Mauritius has argued that it was forced to give away the islands in return for its own independence from Britain in 1968. At the time, Britain had decided it was going to keep the Chagos Islands for itself and cut a deal with the United States, which leased Diego Garcia for the construction of a military base that remains a crucial part of U.S. global power projection.
The base is a naval logistics, communications and refueling hub and includes a runway that has launched long-distance bombers to Afghanistan and Iraq, The Washington Post has reported.
The agreement announced Thursday follows two years of negotiations, but Chagossian Voices, a community organization representing Chagossians, slammed the British government for not consulting with them ahead of the announcement.
"Chagossians have learned this outcome from the media and remain powerless and voiceless in determining our own future and the future of our homeland," the group wrote in a post on social media.
"The views of Chagossians, the Indigenous inhabitants of the islands, have been consistently and deliberately ignored and we demand full inclusion in the drafting of the treaty."
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How Joe Biden lost his grip on Israel's war for 'total victory' in Gaza
As the Israel-Gaza war rages on, the Middle East conflict the White House once hoped to moderate has gone from "over the top" to out of control.
By Karen DeYoung, Missy Ryan | 2024-10-03
On the morning of April 1, President Joe Biden's top national security aides had a stern message to deliver to Israel as it prepared to launch a military operation in Gaza's southernmost city of Rafah: Its northern Gaza offensive against Hamas militants had already killed tens of thousands of Palestinian civilians. The same thing could not happen again.
As Israeli Ambassador Michael Herzog arrived at the White House Situation Room to attend a virtual meeting that Jake Sullivan, Biden's national security adviser, and Secretary of State Antony Blinken were about to hold with their counterparts in Tel Aviv, the Israeli diplomat pulled Blinken aides aside with startling news.
Less than an hour earlier, he said, Israeli warplanes had struck an office building in Damascus, targeting the Syrian headquarters of Iran's elite Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, a building next to the Iranian Embassy.
Later that same day, Herzog alerted the White House with news of yet another strike.
Missiles from Israeli drones operating in Gaza had struck a clearly marked convoy of the Washington-based World Central Kitchen, one of the few organizations able to get supplies to starving civilians. Seven people were dead, including aid workers from the United States, Britain, Poland and Australia, along with their Palestinian driver.
It was a terrible mistake -- a tragedy, Herzog said. Israel, he vowed, would investigate and hold those responsible to account.
In a statement, an outraged U.S. president said that despite months of urging, Israel "has not done enough" to protect aid workers and civilians from its attacks in Gaza.

Gazans inspect the site where World Central Kitchen workers were killed by missiles from Israeli drones in early April. (Abdel Kareem Hana/AP)


Six months into the war, the events of that day encapsulated for Biden the dual challenges he has faced since the conflict began with Hamas's murderous Oct. 7 incursion into Israel that left about 1,200 people dead and 250 taken hostage.
While personally committed to supporting Israel's goal of obliterating Hamas, Biden had repeatedly stressed to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu the need to adhere to international norms requiring protection of civilians and provision of humanitarian aid -- guidelines that Israel had just as often shown itself unable or unwilling to follow.
Biden's overriding concern was preventing an all-out conflagration in the region. Yet as he sought a path for long-term peace and stability for Israel, Biden was undermined at every turn by Netanyahu's conduct of the Gaza war, his refusal to consider establishment of a Palestinian state, and the territorial ambitions of his right-wing government in the occupied territories.
Lebanon-based Hezbollah, a far more formidable foe than Hamas, had already joined the fight, along with other Iranian-backed groups in Iraq, Syria and Yemen.
This account of how Biden and his team have navigated the most serious Middle East crisis in decades -- focused on key moments that illustrate the dramatic ups and downs of the past 12 months -- is drawn from interviews with more than a dozen senior U.S. and Israeli officials, most of whom spoke on the condition of anonymity to talk about sensitive diplomacy and decision-making.
Despite strenuous U.S. diplomacy and negotiations for a cease-fire, the Gaza war goes on. The enclave is buried under the rubble from thousands of Israeli airstrikes and ground attacks, with more than 40,000 Palestinians killed and over a million without basic shelter and sustenance. Hamas, while severely damaged, survives and continues to hold hostages.
The regional conflagration Biden sought to avoid now appears all but inevitable. In a new offensive that started late last month, Israel has launched hundreds of airstrikes and is sending ground forces into Lebanon against Hezbollah, the strongest of Iran's proxies, killing hundreds of civilians and militants. After a targeted Israeli bombing in Beirut's southern suburbs killed Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah, Iran responded Tuesday by lobbing hundreds of ballistic missiles into Israel.
As the United States stands accused of complicity in what much of the world charges are Israeli war crimes in Gaza, the widening conflict has exposed, not for the first time, the inability of a great power to bend either recalcitrant allies or smaller adversaries to its will.
"It's perfectly legitimate to say that we didn't create the situation; we are dealing with bad actors and have enemies and there's only so much we can dictate to our friends," said Middle East expert Vali Nasr, former dean of the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies and now a senior professor there. "But the fact of the matter is we have certain objectives in the region and ... basically haven't been able to achieve any of it."
"For all of this intense diplomacy, has it enhanced our leadership stature around the world as a power to shape events?" Nasr said. "The past year does not suggest that that's the case."

Family members mourn over the body of Israeli hostage Eden Yerushalmi at Yarkon Cemetery in Petah Tikva, Israel, on Sept. 1. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post). 


As fall arrived in 2023, the Biden administration was satisfied with its Middle East policy and optimistic about its future. In an essay he wrote for Foreign Affairs magazine -- submitted for publication just before Oct. 7 but hastily amended days after the Hamas attack -- Sullivan lauded the administration's efforts, writing that the Middle East "was quieter than it has been for decades."
Secret U.S. diplomacy had cooled tensions with Iran, and Biden was pushing an ambitious, legacy-driven agenda that he believed would not only advance his regional goals but stem China's global ambitions. It included establishment of normal relations by Saudi Arabia with Israel, in exchange for a state for Palestinians and a strategic U.S.-Saudi partnership. A trade corridor, rivaling Beijing's Belt and Road Initiative, was planned to connect India to countries in the Persian Gulf and beyond.
Announcing the trade plan at a Group of 20 summit in late September, Biden called it "an inflection point in history."
Those goals are now gravely threatened, if not shattered. And while the costs of the Gaza war have been incalculably high for Palestinians and Israelis, Biden and the American people have also paid a price.
At home, Biden's diplomatic backing for Israel divided his Democratic Party and sent protesters onto city streets and university campuses, even as Republicans condemned the president as insufficiently supportive of Netanyahu. As the conflict continues into its second year, many Americans have taken sides and the ugliness of antisemitism and Islamophobia has spread.
The war in Gaza is far from the central reason Biden withdrew his reelection bid in July. But any hopes he had of ending the conflict and heading into the race with a diplomatic victory in the Middle East had evaporated. As Biden's candidacy grew more unpopular, Gaza became part of the portrait of disarray and foreign policy weakness Republicans were eager to paint, although neither Vice President Kamala Harris nor former president Donald Trump, now the two contenders in the race, has detailed what they might do differently or better.
The war has left U.S. relations with Israel, its closest Middle East partner, deeply frayed, and all hopes of Saudi normalization have been put on hold. As the U.S. military has positioned itself to help defend Israel from Iran and its allies, the threat of wider conflict has drawn American troops and military assets away from other global priorities.

Pro-Palestinian demonstrators climb a fence at the City College of New York on April 30. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)


Repeatedly over the past year, in tones ranging from supportive sympathy to cold fury, Biden has called on Netanyahu to focus on a strategic plan for peace rather than tactical military and political victories. He has appealed to the Israeli leader, in public statements and private conversations, to temper rather than feed the Israeli people's justifiable desire for revenge.
But Netanyahu has publicly rejected U.S. entreaties and proposals for a cease-fire, both in Gaza and now in Lebanon. He has accused Biden of slow-walking arms shipments. And U.S. and foreign officials familiar with the Gaza hostage-release talks say Netanyahu -- as well as Hamas -- has repeatedly undermined them by making new, last-minute demands.
Time and again, according to U.S. officials, Israel has blocked or delayed humanitarian aid in Gaza, often while denying it has done so. Under the security of a U.S. defense guarantee, it has carried out attacks in Gaza, the occupied West Bank, Lebanon, Syria and Iran without telling its American allies in advance and despite U.S. warnings against escalation.
Biden has had some successes -- most achieved through strenuous effort, many short-lived.
Without pressure from the United States, officials say, Israel would not have allowed even a minimal amount of humanitarian assistance to flow into Gaza. Unprecedented direct attacks by Iran on Israel have been thwarted with help from U.S. military might. Alternating pleas and threats from Biden and his aides appeared to moderate Israel's eventual offensive in Rafah, begun in early May, and the administration has noted that the daily toll of Palestinian deaths has declined compared with earlier in the year.

U.S.-led negotiations led to a brief cease-fire in Gaza last fall but nonstop effort to stop the fighting has since failed to achieve a permanent truce.


U.S.-led negotiations brought a brief cease-fire last fall to Gaza, and the release of more than 100 Hamas-held hostages. But nonstop efforts to free the rest, stop the fighting and care for besieged Gazans have failed.
Few weeks have gone by this year that Biden did not declare that talks were on the verge of a deal. But there is now little hope that a Gaza agreement will be reached before the president leaves office.
The number of hostages still thought to be alive has dwindled, with some murdered by Hamas and others inadvertently killed by Israeli bombardment. Hundreds of thousands of Israelis staged regular protests for much of the year over Netanyahu's failure -- or refusal -- to reach a negotiated deal for the hostages' release, while others, including key members of the coalition that keeps him in power, demanded that the Gaza war go on until every vestige of Hamas is vanquished.

President Joe Biden is greeted by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at Israel's Ben Gurion International Airport on Oct. 18, 2023. (Evan Vucci/AP)


As Biden juggled the often-conflicting priorities of "unshakable" support for Israel, protection of civilians and avoidance of a regional war, the emphasis of the U.S. effort changed as conditions on the ground evolved.
Immediately after the Hamas attacks, as Hezbollah and Israel rained missiles on each other across the Lebanese border, the administration successfully urged Netanyahu's government not to open a second front with escalation in the north. But in Gaza, the U.S. emphasis quickly shifted to ameliorating what officials saw as a humanitarian crisis in the making.
Within the first week, 2,500 Palestinians were killed, according to local health authorities, in Israel's bombardment of residential areas in northern Gaza where it said Hamas was operating. As the Israelis readied a full-scale ground offensive, civilians fleeing to safety began to crowd into central and southern Gaza.

During a four-day pause in fighting in the Gaza Strip, drone footage taken in Gaza City on Nov. 26 shows wide-scale destruction after seven weeks of war.


Israel had closed all exit and entry points to the 141-square-mile territory. Deeply dependent on goods and energy imported through Israel, Gaza had already seen its lights go out. "No electricity, no food, no water, no fuel" would enter the enclave until Hamas was wiped out, Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant vowed.
Biden dispatched Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and Blinken to Tel Aviv within days of each other to demonstrate American support. But in private conversations, Austin -- a retired four-star general who knew the challenges of urban warfare from the fight against the Islamic State in Iraq -- and Blinken separately urged Israeli officials to establish a flow of humanitarian aid and to think through how a scorched-earth campaign in Gaza fit into a strategy for long-term peace and stability.
In a bunker beneath the Kirya -- the Tel Aviv government complex and headquarters of the Israel Defense Forces -- Blinken, Netanyahu and their top advisers huddled for hours about a week after the Hamas attacks, as air-raid sirens wailed above them. Biden intended to visit, Blinken said, but he was "not getting on a plane unless we have humanitarian access opened up." Both sides dug in their heels. "Bibi was saying, 'My politics here won't allow it. They don't want a single aspirin to get into Gaza. ... The Israeli people want revenge,'" one official recalled, using Netanyahu's nickname.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken, center, walks with Netanyahu during a meeting at the Kirya, a government complex in Tel Aviv, on Oct. 16, 2023. (Jacquelyn Martin/AP)


A weary-looking Blinken emerged before dawn the next day to announce to waiting reporters that Biden was coming. He reaffirmed U.S. support and noted that the president had ordered two U.S. aircraft carrier groups to the region as a warning to "any actor, state or non-state" not to take advantage of the situation.
Israel and the United States were working on a plan for humanitarian assistance, he said, but there was no announced agreement to immediately open the border.
Two days later, as Biden was preparing to depart the White House for Israel, news broke that Israeli warplanes had apparently bombed a hospital in northern Gaza, reportedly killing hundreds. In an impromptu meeting in the Treaty Room, the president and senior aides debated whether to cancel the trip.
As takeoff time approached, Biden called Netanyahu, who insisted that Israel was not responsible for the hospital strike. Biden decided to go, even before evidence emerged making clear that the hospital had been struck by an errant missile fired by another militant group in Gaza.
Netanyahu was waiting on the tarmac when Air Force One landed in Tel Aviv on Oct. 18, and the two men embraced. Photos of the bear hug would soon become emblematic, for better or worse, of Biden's no-matter-what support for Israel, though he spent only seven hours on the ground.
In an Oval Office speech upon his return, Biden tied together U.S. support for Israel and Ukraine, again using the phrase "an inflection point in history," and said he was submitting to Congress a massive package of military assistance for both.
Biden's team was satisfied that in Israel and at home, the president had made the points that needed to be made. "He made clear our support was unqualified, the morally right thing to do," recalled David Satterfield, a senior U.S. diplomat with long Middle East experience, whom Biden called out of retirement to manage the looming humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza.
But the president also "made it clear" to Netanyahu that "you've got to treat the humanitarian side of this with as much seriousness as the kinetic side," Satterfield said. "Were maximum efforts made by Israel? No. They were not then and they certainly are not now."
A week after Biden's visit, only 20 aid trucks had made their way into Gaza. Then Israel launched its ground invasion.
"We were advised not to do so," an Israeli official said. In addition to warnings from Biden and Blinken, the Americans "sent three generals with experience in Iraq who tried to kind of frighten us that every day we're going to lose 200 soldiers."
But the die was already cast, said the Israeli official. "I don't think there's any way that any sensible government could not do that after Oct. 7. If the U.S. was attacked that way, you could imagine what the U.S. would do."

Two injured children arrive at al-Shifa Hospital after an Israeli bombardment of the al-Sabra neighborhood in central Gaza on Oct. 11, 2023. (Loay Ayyoub for The Washington Post) 


Weeks of frequent calls between Biden and Netanyahu slowed as the new year dawned. The Palestinian death toll soared, aid organizations warned of possible famine and Biden's patience wore thin. Israel risked losing international support with its "indiscriminate bombing" in Gaza, Biden told Jewish donors to his reelection campaign at a White House gathering for Hanukkah.
Protests against the president's support for Israel were becoming common at his campaign appearances, and inside the administration -- particularly in the State Department -- a growing number of staffers were objecting to ongoing arms shipments.
At the U.N. Security Council, the United States had vetoed resolutions demanding an immediate cease-fire, arguing that they omitted condemnation of Hamas. Russia voted in favor, along with a majority of the member states, leading some in the administration to worry that Washington was ceding moral high ground to Moscow. It was clear that world attention had shifted from Hamas's brutality to Israel's brutal response.
On Feb. 11, after his first conversation with Netanyahu in weeks, Biden told reporters that Israel's military campaign in Gaza, where the deaths by then reportedly had reached 28,000, was "over the top."
Netanyahu vowed to continue until "total victory," administration officials said. He expressed little interest in the plight of Gaza civilians, many of whom he believed were in league with if not members of Hamas. And he poured cold water on a U.S. "framework" proposal for a six-week pause in the fighting that would allow the distribution of aid and the release of more hostages.
The prime minister maintained that he had no political space for pulling back in Gaza, and that the Israeli public did not want assistance going directly from Israel into the enclave. To demonstrate U.S. concern over the Palestinians, and give Netanyahu space by providing U.S. "skin in the game," according to U.S. and Israeli officials, Biden ordered the U.S. military to airdrop American assistance and to construct a pier in the Mediterranean Sea to the Gaza shore for maritime aid delivery from abroad.

The U.S. Air Force drops humanitarian aid to Palestinians in Gaza City on March 9. (Mahmoud Essa/AP)


Neither did much to alleviate the humanitarian catastrophe. Some of the airdropped aid landed in the sea. Videos captured desperate people fighting on the beach over pallets of ready-to-eat military meals. The pier, removed and reinstalled several times as it was overcome by rough seas, operated only 20 days in total before the Americans permanently removed it.
U.S. officials privately scorned Netanyahu's public declaration that the ratio of militants to civilians killed in Gaza was 1 to 1. They similarly rejected Israel's assertions that assistance wasn't reaching the starving population because Hamas was looting the aid convoys. And still, Blinken told Congress that the State Department had "currently" found no evidence that Israel was intentionally blocking food and fuel from entering Gaza, despite internal reports saying just that from the U.S. Agency for International Development and others on the ground.
Amid criticism in the heated presidential contest that Biden was doing too much or too little, U.S. weapons transfers continued largely unabated. To use the language of diplomacy: Washington kept giving Israel carrots, while Israel seemed to know that the U.S. stick was more of a twig.
Beyond occasional outbursts by Biden and off-the-record comments by officials, the administration wrestled with publicly venting criticism it knew would give aid and comfort to Hamas, even as it told Israel that both countries were losing international standing. No announcement was made when Biden, at one point in the spring, halted a shipment of the 2,000-pound bombs Israel had dropped liberally across northern Gaza -- as a signal the United States would not abide their use in Rafah.
The Israeli government, which had not been informed of the halt, was furious. "They stopped a delivery which was approved by Congress, paid for by Israel. Every day [that] those munitions were on the ship" and not moving, "we in the state of Israel paid the fine of $35,000," the Israeli official said. "That's how we learned about it."

Israeli tanks on the outskirts of Rafah on May 11. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post). 


Biden met every day, sometimes several times a day, with aides about Gaza, officials said. But it was clear that his counterpart in Israel was far beyond the point of asking the United States for permission.
When the two leaders next spoke in mid-March, the president again raised concerns about humanitarian aid and Rafah. He asked Netanyahu to send his senior aides to Washington to explain in person exactly what Israel was planning -- an operation it insisted was necessary to eliminate four remaining Hamas battalions and ensure that the militants could no longer smuggle weapons across the Egyptian border.
Biden didn't dispute the need for action, officials said, but warned that the United States would not support any operation that did not take civilian welfare into account and avoid the heavy death toll that had resulted from operations in the north. Local health authorities said, and aid organizations agreed, that the majority of civilians killed were women and children.
What "not support" meant in terms of policy was unclear. The holdup of 2,000-pound bombs was a "shot across the bow," officials said, but it was largely symbolic. While a direct confrontation with Hezbollah in the north would be challenging, Israeli stockpiles were sufficient for an extended war with Hamas in Gaza.
Daily headlines tracked in seeming lockstep the rising death toll in Gaza and Biden's declining poll numbers. The administration continued to appeal to Israel to mitigate civilian harm, while occasionally appeasing regional allies -- and Democrats at home -- who were appalled by Israel's war tactics.
When in late March the United States for the first time refused to veto a U.N. Security Council vote demanding a cease-fire -- a condemnation with symbolic importance but largely without consequences -- Netanyahu abruptly canceled his top aides' face-to-face meeting with Biden. Instead, they arranged to talk virtually, on April 1, a session that ultimately fell between Israel's strikes that day on Iranian officials in Damascus and the World Central Kitchen workers in Gaza.

Crowds of displaced Gazans line up for a meal of lentil soup in Rafah on Dec. 18, 2023. (Loay Ayyoub for The Washington Post) 


While the first attack threatened regional escalation with Iran and its proxies, the second was a blow to Israel's hopes of pushing UNRWA -- the U.N. agency created to care for Palestinians displaced by the creation of Israel and the biggest humanitarian provider in Gaza -- out of existence. Netanyahu's government charged that UNRWA-administered schools taught children to seek the destruction of Israel and that many of its employees were Hamas members. UNRWA had no reason for being, in Israel's view: It simply perpetuated the idea that Palestinians were "refugees" waiting to someday return to a "homeland" that was now Israel.
Instead, the government looked to other humanitarian groups like World Central Kitchen to provide aid. The Israelis were particularly fond of WCK; as far as they were concerned, it could take over the entire food assistance program in Gaza. An IDF investigation found that the drone strike on the WCK convoy was the result of "errors" and "contrary" to military procedures. Two officers were fired and others reprimanded.
But the main subject of the April 1 meeting was Rafah. They had to "finish the job" of destroying Hamas, the Israelis said; a major operation there was unavoidable.
In the Situation Room, senior national security officials made the case to their Israeli counterparts that Hamas was no longer an effective military force and that a full-scale Rafah offensive was not worth the potential cost in civilian lives and international opprobrium. A more restrained approach with intelligence-based, targeted operations, they argued, would suffice.
Rafah's population -- swollen with more than a million refugees from the north, many now crowded in squalid camps on the beach and along the Egyptian border -- had nowhere else to go. Unless Israel could offer a comprehensive and "executable" plan to move them in advance of an offensive and supply their needs, the administration would continue to publicly withhold its support.
The Americans appreciated what Israel was up against in Gaza, where Hamas's tunnel network -- far more extensive and sophisticated than estimated at the start of the war -- made the United States' most challenging urban battles in Iraq look straightforward. One veteran diplomat called it the "Paris Metro of tunnels."
But they had long believed that Israel's conduct of the war would not achieve lasting control of the enclave or turn Gazans against the Hamas militants who had run the place for years. Air and ground operations in northern Gaza had decimated Hamas strongholds and, often, surrounding civilian structures before moving on, leaving behind an angry and destitute population and allowing the militants to repeatedly return to areas Israel had declared "cleared."
In the early days of the war, the Pentagon had been struck by the extent to which traumatized Israelis, moving forward to destroy Hamas, "could not articulate achievable military objectives," a former official said.
While the IDF had briefed the administration extensively in the months since about its targeting procedures, which were almost identical to those of the U.S. military, American officials felt that what they had seen in Gaza didn't add up. Part of it was the IDF's more permissive sense of "proportionality," the requirement under international law to consider the extent of civilian casualties relative to the value of enemy targets.
But U.S. officials increasingly faulted Israel on what the military calls "weaponeering" -- the selection of appropriate munitions for a target after calculating their impact on civilians and structures in the area around it. "There's a way to do this where you can be very effective and not create so many casualties," a senior official said.

Palestinians flee northern Gaza as Israeli tanks block Salah al-Din Road, the territory's main north-south highway, on Nov. 24, 2023, during a four-day cease-fire. (Mohammed Dahman/AP)


By the end of April, the humanitarian situation, while still far from perfect, had improved. However tragic, the WCK disaster had led to significant Israeli concessions. Long-closed border posts were reopened to expanded aid deliveries.
But once a Rafah operation started, the United States repeatedly warned Israeli officials, "you're going to have a million people hitting the roads. And because of that, you had better be prepared to have places for them to go where there is suitable shelter and suitable provision of basic services and care," said Satterfield, in charge of U.S. humanitarian concerns. Roads would have to be cleared and alternative safe routes designated around the incoming tanks and bombing runs.
Israel dismissed the U.S. concerns, insisting that it had a plan and, in any case, nowhere near that number would flee Rafah. The Americans "were saying, 'Don't start and don't do anything before you have the full, complete solution for each and every person,' which would take many months," the Israeli official said. "And we said, 'We can't wait.'"
By the time Blinken again traveled to Israel in early May, the Israelis had adjusted their attack strategy somewhat but, in the U.S. view, still had an inadequate humanitarian plan for the operation.
On a visit to the Kerem Shalom crossing into Gaza, on the Israeli border near Rafah, Blinken's convoy passed scores of armored vehicles marshaled ahead of the planned offensive. But U.S. officials felt they had gotten assurance that the timing of the operation would depend on when the evacuation and humanitarian goals had been met.
Instead, they were taken aback when the assault began days later, following a surprise Hamas attack on the Israeli side of Kerem Shalom that killed four IDF soldiers. Hundreds of thousands of Gazans began to flee, many to evacuation areas designated by Israel that ultimately were hit by airstrikes.
"Everything we had talked about as concerns we had, had happened. There were no alternative routes. None. The flood of people did equal a million. ... There was no place for them to go and no alternative services," Satterfield said. "The misery of Gaza's displaced population from Rafah was even greater in reality than we predicted."
The Israeli official defended his government's conduct, acknowledging shortcomings in its ability to enable aid and shelter but insisting that the all-out humanitarian crisis Israel's critics had predicted was not occurring.
"It's not a rosy picture, of course," he said. "War is war."

A series of Israeli missiles struck multiple buildings in the Beirut area on Sept. 27. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post) 


Even as Rafah was still being planned, Israel and the United States were preparing for Tehran's response to the April 1 strike in Damascus that killed senior IRGC commanders. It came on April 13. Biden and his team monitored in real time reports of more than 300 Iranian missiles and drones heading toward Israel, virtually all of them shot down before reaching their targets by Israeli air defenses and U.S. aircraft and ships. By 9 p.m. in Washington, it was over, and the president placed a call to Netanyahu.
His message was simple: "Take the win." Israel, with long-promised U.S. support, had successfully repelled the first-ever direct attack from Iran. Let it end there, Biden said. His concern was that any Israeli desire to have the last word militarily would keep the region locked in a cycle of dangerous brinkmanship.
"We did not listen to that advice," a senior Israeli official said of Biden's appeal. "For good reason, because in our region, defense is not enough."

Israel said it targeted a Hezbollah commander in the Beirut area on July 30 in retaliation for a cross-border attack three days earlier that killed 12 children.


Six days after the Iranian barrage, the IDF struck near a military site in central Iran. Then, on the last day of July, an Israeli strike in a Beirut suburb killed Hezbollah operative Fuad Shukr, a top deputy to Nasrallah. Hours later, Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh was assassinated with a bomb planted in a Tehran guesthouse.
American officials, who got only a general tip-off from Israel ahead of the operation against Shukr and none before Haniyeh, feared that the abrupt killings left American troops at Middle Eastern bases in unnecessary danger. U.S. forces in the region had already endured months of rocket and drone attacks from Iranian-supported militias in Iraq and Syria -- resulting in dozens of injuries and the deaths of three soldiers in Jordan. The Pentagon feared that Iran could lose control of those groups, which could easily dial up their attacks on U.S. forces.
Biden's policy was ironclad: If Israel faced an external attack that might overwhelm its defenses, America would help repel it. But if Iran had been willing to break a 75-year taboo and directly attack Israel because of a strike on a senior IRGC official in Syria, what would Tehran attempt now?
The Israeli response was yet another example of what Austin privately characterized as Netanyahu's government "playing with house money": taking big shots at its adversaries, knowing that the United States, as Israel's chief ally, would throw its military and diplomatic weight behind it.
Some speculated that Biden's new lame-duck status had further emboldened Netanyahu, who thought a possible Trump return to the White House would mean more U.S. support for Israel and less complaining. Just days before the attacks on Shukr and Haniyeh, after giving a table-thumping speech to Congress, Netanyahu had visited the former president and newly crowned Republican presidential nominee at his Florida residence.
In August, as the Pentagon began positioning ships and planes closer to Israel in anticipation of another round of Iranian or Hezbollah retaliation, the administration launched a diplomatic scramble to head off what officials yet again feared could spiral into a regional war. Blinken appealed to the Iraqi prime minister to use his country's close ties to Tehran. Arab allies, including Jordan and Egypt, were enlisted to reach out to Iran, and the White House communicated back-channel warnings to Iranian officials.
But the Pentagon also warned Israel that U.S. support would not extend to unnecessary offensive operations. "After the Shukr strike, we were very clear that a preemptive strike in which they are the aggressor is far different than defending themselves in a responsive fashion," a senior defense official said.
When Blinken again visited in August, there were indications that the Israelis were planning for a major offensive against Hezbollah. "Doing something big," he told them, "will be seen as you acting irresponsibly, not just by Hezbollah and Iran but by many of your friends. And you can't really afford to do it at this moment," a U.S. official recounted.
For months, White House envoy Amos Hochstein had been trying to broker a diplomatic truce between Israel and Hezbollah, which had said it would stop firing across Israel's border only when a cease-fire was reached in Gaza.
But the Gaza cease-fire negotiations remained stuck on intransigent demands from both sides. Anxious to be seen as "steering" the situation rather than being steered by events outside his control, Biden at the end of May had himself announced an updated version of the "framework" for an Israel-Hamas deal. The three-phase plan would lead to the release of all hostages, a permanent cease-fire that would allow a new flood of humanitarian aid, and the eventual reconstruction and installation of a new Gaza government to replace Hamas.
As summer waned, the talks were still at a stalemate.
On July 27, after a rocket strike killed 12 youngsters playing on a soccer field in the Golan Heights -- a sliver of land between Syria and Lebanon that Israel seized during the 1967 war -- Netanyahu vowed that Hezbollah would "pay a heavy price."
On Sept. 17, more than a dozen people were killed and thousands injured across Lebanon when electronic pagers used by Hezbollah simultaneously exploded in what appeared to be an unprecedented sabotage attack by Israel. Even more died the next day when hundreds of Hezbollah walkie-talkies blew up.
In the days that followed, Israel launched hundreds of airstrikes across Lebanon, targeting Hezbollah commanders but killing many Lebanese civilians in the process. Israeli military chiefs indicated that a ground attack was soon to follow. As Hezbollah responded with its own rocket barrage into northern Israel, including the first-ever ballistic missile targeting Tel Aviv, Iran said Israel's attacks would not be tolerated.

Netanyahu addresses the 79th U.N. General Assembly at U.N. headquarters in New York on Sept. 27. (Eduardo Munoz/Reuters)


In mid-September, top officials from across the world gathered in New York for the annual U.N. General Assembly. American diplomats feverishly walked the hallways of the U.N. headquarters building, calling for de-escalation in Lebanon and avoidance of regional war.
That Tuesday, Biden took the stage for his last speech as president before the General Assembly. He cracked a joke about looking younger than his 81 years, then with grim determination appealed to the assembled dignitaries for world calm. "We are at another inflection point," he said.
Three days later, as Netanyahu walked to the same podium to berate the international organization as a "swamp of antisemitic bile," Israeli jets were about to bomb Beirut's southern suburbs in a massive strike that would kill Nasrallah, Hezbollah's longtime leader, and put the region on the brink of all-out war.
He did not call Biden to inform him in advance.
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Escalating contest over South China Sea disrupts international cable system
China's effort to dominate the disputed waterway is taking a toll on the network of underwater cables that provide essential Internet connectivity in Asia.
By Rebecca Tan | 2024-10-03
SINGAPORE -- Undersea cables below the South China Sea have long provided vital connectivity to countries in Southeast Asia as demand for internet service has surged.
To maintain the extensive network of cables and develop new ones, private cable companies have for decades relied on being able to move freely through this waterway, despite conflicting claims over the sea by China and a half dozen other governments.
But now, competition for control of the South China Sea is disrupting the repair and badly needed construction of subsea cables, raising costs and at times straining telecommunications, according to interviews with more than 30 people in the subsea cable industry and unpublished industry data.
As China presses its claim over most of the strategic waterway, companies have found it harder to get approval from Beijing to operate there and riskier to do so without Chinese permission, said executives at cable companies, consultants and government regulators. Some cable repairs have been delayed months because of lags in Chinese permitting. At least two new cable projects are years overdue.
China's determination to consolidate control over the South China Sea has made the waterway a "wild card" for cable companies, said Kelvan Firman, chief executive of Indonesian company Super Sistem. "The problem is nobody knows how far they'll go," he said, referring to Chinese maritime forces. "Who wants to take that risk?"
Increasingly, telecommunication companies are steering clear of the strategic waterway to avoid facing such challenges or getting ensnared in the wider dispute over cables between China and the West, in particular the United States, which has been stepping up pressure on companies and governments to avoid working with Chinese firms.
As a result of concerted U.S. lobbying, three transpacific cable projects financed by American firms are being routed to avoid the South China Sea by traversing waters that border Indonesia and the Philippines. But such detours are longer, less direct and cost tens of millions of dollars more to develop, according to cable consultants.
In the past four years, the U.S. government has blocked at least three cable projects that would have linked the United States to Hong Kong because of concerns that China could spy on or sabotage communications. Cable companies, including both American and Chinese firms, were forced to abandon thousands of miles of cable that had already been laid on the seafloor or soldered in factories.
Many details about Chinese delays and harassment, U.S. pressure, and the steps companies are considering in response have not been previously reported.
More than 99 percent of intercontinental telecommunications, which includes internet traffic, is carried by fiber-optic cables running along the bed of the world's seas, according to TeleGeography, a research firm. At least 11 such cable systems with multiple strands lie below the South China Sea, and for decades, this network has been the most efficient way to connect Asia's internet hubs -- Singapore, Hong Kong, Japan -- to one another and to the world. That now faces unprecedented challenges, companies say.

The digitalization of services from banking to health care, along with the rise of artificial intelligence, is driving surging demand for high-speed connectivity in Singapore and elsewhere in Asia. (Ore Huiying for The Washington Post) 


A recent incident, which was previously not disclosed, reveals China's efforts to assert its dominance. In April, a crew aboard a private subsea cable ship escorted by a Vietnamese naval vessel was carrying out a repair within Vietnam's 200-mile exclusive economic zone (EEZ), hundreds of miles from the Chinese mainland, when they were confronted by a Chinese coast guard vessel.
The Chinese vessel came within one mile of the repair ship and demanded over radio to know the nature of the ship's activities, according to executives at the cable company as well as photos of the encounter between the two vessels and text messages from the repair crew on the day of the incident, which were reviewed by The Washington Post. After the Vietnamese naval ship withdrew several miles away, the Chinese ship spent a day circling the repair vessel, then left it, and the crew finished the job.
Company executives, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to protect business interests, said the encounter was the first time they were aware of this happening to a repair ship in the South China Sea.
"It was clear to us what it was," said the company's head of maintenance. "A show of strength."

Chinese coast guard ships fire water cannons toward a Philippine vessel trying to resupply a military post. Subsea cable companies say they are wary of China's coast guard, which has confronted a variety of vessels in the South China Sea. (Adrian Portugal/Reuters)


China under President Xi Jinping has become increasingly bold in staking its claims over the South China Sea, rejecting those of six other governments that say the waterway belongs in part to them. The Chinese coast guard has used violent tactics to exert control, including by swarming and pounding foreign coast guard vessels with water cannons.
Some cable ship owners said they've been considering an upgrade of insurance coverage for vessels deployed to the South China Sea. Other ship owners said they've been assessing safety protocols, including whether on occasion to sail with naval escorts or station armed guards aboard vessels.
China's Ministry of Defense, which is involved in providing cable permits, did not respond to inquiries for this story. Neither did China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which typically fields inquiries from international media.
At a news conference in December, Mao Ning, a Foreign Ministry spokesperson, rejected reports in the Financial Times and Nikkei that China had been restricting cable activity in the South China Sea. "The Chinese government," she said, "has always taken a welcoming attitude and supported other countries and telecommunications companies in laying international submarine cables in waters under China's jurisdiction."
Undersea cables around the world are vulnerable to a variety of threats, both man-made and natural. But cables under the South China Sea are more prone to damage than virtually anywhere else because the waterway is both a major shipping route and one of the world's top fishing grounds, meaning vessels are constantly passing through with anchors and nets that catch on cables, according to the International Cable Protection Committee (ICPC), a nonprofit.
At least one cable fault is reported in the waterway every few weeks, according to unpublished ICPC data that was shared with The Post. By comparison, in the waters between North and South America, where there's a similar density of cables, breakages occur only once every few years.
Under U.N. conventions, cable companies only require permission from a country to fix faults within its territorial waters, which extend 12 miles off the coast, not ones farther out in its 200-mile EEZ. But given the tensions in the South China Sea, many companies have started to ask for permission to enter EEZs. Where there are overlapping claims, companies often seek permits from multiple countries.
China's sweeping claims are delimited on maps with a looping 10-dash line. Although a U.N. court ruled in 2016 that this line has no basis in international law, many cable companies don't dare to send vessels past it without Chinese authorization, said Howard Kidorf, managing partner at the telecommunications consultancy Pioneer Consulting. "It doesn't matter if the waters don't actually belong to them," Kidorf said. "If China is acting like the 10-dash line is Chinese, it might as well be."

A woman uses a laptop in a Singapore cafe. Routing cables through the South China Sea is the most efficient way to meet the rising demand for more connectivity within Asia, analysts say. (Ore Huiying for The Washington Post)


The problem is that getting permits from China has become onerous, contributing to dramatically longer waits for repairs in the South China Sea than elsewhere in the world, said executives at seven cable companies. It used to take less than 10 days to get permits from China; now it can take up to four months, executives said. Sometimes, applications are rejected on small technicalities or with little justification, executives said, forcing their companies to reapply.
Information compiled by TeleGeography about repairs that have been publicly disclosed shows that since 2021, faults on several cable systems in the South China Sea have routinely taken more than two months to fix.
The impact was clear last year when all five international subsea cables serving Vietnam were damaged around the same time. It took eight months to finish repairs, said internet providers, forcing Vietnam to route traffic through land-based cables and satellite networks with lower bandwidth, which slowed internet speeds in parts of the country to a crawl.
Some cable consultants and executives suggest the changes in Chinese permitting are a response to recent U.S. government efforts to restrict Chinese involvement in international cable projects. Others attribute the delays to China's sensitivities about foreign activities near its military outposts in the South China Sea.
China has turned remote reefs and rocks in the South China Sea into military bases and probably doesn't want foreign vessels approaching these outposts or disturbing the unmapped cables that serve them, said Mike Constable, a consultant and former chief executive officer of the Chinese cable supplier Huawei Marine, now rebranded as HMN Technologies.
In previous decades, Constable said, companies might have addressed repair delays by routing even more cables through the South China Sea to provide redundancy. But several major investors are no longer willing to lay new cables here -- not, he said, after they saw what happened to the cable system known as SJC2.

Subsea cable repair ships often seek permits from multiple countries when operating in the disputed waters of the South China Sea. (Ore Huiying for The Washington Post) 


Spanning 6,500 miles, the Southeast Asia-Japan 2 (SJC2) system was designed to enhance connectivity within Asia by linking 11 landing stations between Singapore and Japan. Financed by an international consortium that includes American and Chinese companies among others, it uses cable built by the Japanese company NEC. As of August, the project was nearly four years overdue. Delays of this length are extremely rare in the subsea sector, say consultants.
Much of the holdup has been due to Chinese permitting, according to executives at two companies in the consortium who spoke on the condition of anonymity to protect business interests. Chinese agencies withheld permit approvals for years, citing concerns that the Japanese-made cables could include features allowing other governments to spy on communications, said the executives. A spokesperson for NEC said, "There is absolutely no espionage-related behavior in any of our business activities."
China granted key authorizations for the project in 2023, but by that point, new regulations had been passed in other countries, older permits had expired, and some of the cable's technology had become outdated. The aim is to have the cable ready for service by the end of this year.
The delays have proved very costly, one executive said, with companies in the consortium forced to retain contractors for longer than expected and reformulate debt payments. And because the work has dragged on, the company ASEAN Cableship, which was hired to lay the cable, hasn't been able to take on some other projects, causing a significant loss in potential business, said chief executive Shiun Jye Too.
At the same time that SJC2 has been stalled, two Chinese-led projects without American involvement have been proceeding and are on track to come online next year, according to public announcements. Both projects, which run through the South China Sea, are being built by China's HMN Technologies. "We have not seen any issues" in Chinese permitting, said an executive at a Chinese telecom company involved in the projects.
For many in the industry, the lesson is clear. "You have to work very closely with the Chinese government and acknowledge them as the primary seabed stakeholder," said Oli Pope, a U.S.-based consultant. "That's the only way."
The initial U.S. government decision in 2020 to block a cable project linking the United States to Hong Kong over spying and sabotage concerns shocked telecom companies. Since then, Washington has only grown more convinced of the importance of subsea cables to national security and more concerned about their vulnerability, said Justin Sherman, chief executive of D.C.-based Global Cyber Strategies.
This year, U.S. officials and executives have repeatedly met with representatives of the Vietnamese government to pressure them against working with Chinese cable companies. These lobbying efforts were first reported by Reuters. The U.S. government has highlighted the risks of Chinese espionage and linked potential American investment to "clean" networks with no Chinese involvement, say companies and consultants.
The United States has specifically urged Vietnam, along with Taiwan and Japan, to invest in efforts that protect cables from espionage, said Anne Neuberger, deputy national security adviser for cyber and emerging technology, who met with Vietnam's top leader last week. "China has a well-resourced and sophisticated cyberespionage program, so there's a need to ensure that traffic is traveling in protected ways," Neuberger said.
A U.S. State Department spokesperson said Biden administration officials have been holding trainings in Vietnam where they "promote the use of trusted and proven vendors ... while additionally encouraging undersea cable route diversity to avoid the contentious South China Sea."
Many in the subsea sector say they worry the U.S. government could go further, such as barring Chinese companies from repairing U.S.-owned cables, which would make operating in the South China Sea even more difficult.
But pursuing routes that avoid the South China Sea altogether "trades problems for problems," said Alan Mauldin, research director at TeleGeography. Bypassing that waterway requires more cable and more time to install. Some of the alternate routes run through shallower waters, which make the cables more prone to faults. And because there are few cables running these new routes, it would be difficult, when there are breakages, to shift traffic to other cables on the same pathways.
A consortium of companies that excludes Chinese firms is planning a new cable that goes through the South China Sea just outside the waters claimed by China, according to three consultants with knowledge of the project. But this isn't a long-term solution either, said Constable, the former Huawei Marine executive.
Routing cables through the center of the South China Sea with a main trunk that branches off either side is still the most direct and efficient way to meet the booming demand for connectivity within Asia. This inevitably means operating in the waters that China seeks to dominate.
There are no easy options for cable layers, said Constable. If the contest for control continues to escalate, he added, "I'm afraid things will only get more difficult."
Map by Laris Karklis. Pei-Lin Wu contributed to this report. Copy editing by Dorine Bethea.
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IDF and Hezbollah clash in Lebanon; Israel, U.S. vow consequences for Iran attack
The barrage of missiles from Iran followed "localized" ground raids by Israeli forces in southern Lebanon to root out Hezbollah fighters.
By Kelsey Ables, Rachel Pannett, Leo Sands, Adela Suliman, Adam Taylor, Kelsey Baker, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Loveday Morris, Miriam Berger, Shira Rubin, Bryan Pietsch, Joe Snell, Susannah George, Heidi Levine, Alon Rom, Kareem Fahim, Evan Hill, Sammy Westfall, Victoria Bisset, Niha Masih, Morgan Coates, Beatriz Rios, Lyric Li, Kate Brady, Julia Ledur, Samuel Granados, Tim Meko, Claire Parker, Mikhail Klimentov, Patrick Svitek, Missy Ryan, Dan Lamothe, Karen DeYoung, Michael Birnbaum, Louisa Loveluck, Rachel Chason, Abbie Cheeseman | 2024-10-03
Israeli forces and Hezbollah militants engaged in clashes in southern Lebanon, both sides said Wednesday, in what appeared to be their first direct ground confrontations during the war. Israel said eight of its soldiers had been killed in Lebanon, and Hezbollah claimed to have attacked Israeli forces. Israel and the United States promised consequences for Iran after it fired nearly 200 ballistic missiles at Israel on Tuesday in what Tehran described as retribution for recent killings of top Hamas and Hezbollah officials. "This evening, Iran made a big mistake -- and it will pay for it," Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said. Hamas claimed responsibility Wednesday for a shooting and stabbing attack that left seven people dead and 16 injured in Tel Aviv on Tuesday.
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Israeli military deaths in Lebanon raise questions over war's scope 
Eight Israeli soldiers were killed Wednesday in Lebanon, deaths that could shape the depth and scope of an Israeli ground offensive against Hezbollah.
By Loveday Morris, Miriam Berger, Shira Rubin | 2024-10-02

A convoy of Israeli tanks heads to the Lebanon border on Tuesday, As each tank rolled by, Gershon Fried, 72, of Safed, Israel, handed soldiers small bags of apples and honey, the traditional treat of the Rosh Hashanah holiday that started Wednesday night. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


TEL AVIV -- Eight Israeli soldiers were killed in Lebanon on Wednesday in the first fatalities of Israel's ground campaign against Hezbollah, a signal of the potentially bloody toll such an offensive could take as the military widens its battle with the militant group.
The Israel Defense Forces said the soldiers were killed in three separate incidents, with seven others seriously injured, but did not give further details. The statement came just hours after the military said it was engaged in "close-range" firefights inside Lebanese territory.
If the pace of Israeli casualties continues in Lebanon, experts say, it could shape the depth and scope of the offensive, which the IDF announced early Tuesday, saying the aim was to destroy Hezbollah infrastructure near the border. For Israel, the deaths will revive difficult memories of the invasion of Lebanon in 2006, when the first tank to cross the border hit a roadside bomb and four soldiers were killed.
"What will be the depth of the invasion? How much will be cleared? We don't know," said Yaakov Amidror, a former major general and Israeli national security adviser. "It will be decided depending on the achievements on the ground."
The IDF has described the ground operations in Lebanon so far as "limited, localized and targeted" raids within a few miles of the border. But the large amount of tanks and thousands of troops now amassed in the north point to planning for a much larger foray than the one Israel has telegraphed.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has given little away in terms of plans, other than vowing to keep striking Hezbollah with "full force" until it is possible for the more than 60,000 residents displaced along Israel's northern border to return home. Hezbollah began firing rockets into northern Israel last Oct. 8, a day after the Hamas-led attack in southern Israel that killed about 1,200 people and saw more than 250 taken hostage.
Since then, Israel has embarked on a sweeping push against Iran-backed proxies on its borders and beyond, in an effort to restore deterrence, shift regional power dynamics and prevent further attacks.
But as Netanyahu weighs future moves, he will need to navigate domestic calls for decisive military action in Lebanon, while also addressing concerns that troops could get bogged down in skirmishes with fighters, and struggle to achieve the offensive's bigger aims.
Far-right hawks, including in the government, have called for a more permanent "buffer zone" to be established on Lebanese territory. At the same time, the United States and other allies have tried to deter Israel from a large-scale war, amid fears of regional spillover and a worsening humanitarian crisis. In Lebanon, the Israeli military has already carried out more than 3,600 airstrikes and displaced as many as 1 million people, according to Lebanese Prime Minister Najib Mikati.

People holding a photo of Hezbollah commander Mohammed Qassem al-Shaer attend his funeral procession in southern Lebanon on Sept. 11. (Str/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Israeli military officials have said their key objective is to prevent Hezbollah from carrying out an Oct. 7-style attack in northern Israel, something the group has openly threatened for a decade.
It is unclear whether the group had imminent plans to launch an assault, but its fighters have spent years building military infrastructure, including attack tunnels, along Lebanon's border with Israel.
The IDF assessed that Hezbollah had 2,000 to 3,000 elite fighters, known as the Radwan Force, operating roughly two miles from the border. An additional 6,000 to 8,000 militants were stationed six miles from the frontier, according to an Israeli military official who spoke on the condition of anonymity, in line with IDF protocol.
Israeli forces would need "a few weeks" to destroy infrastructure in the area, the official said.
Some of Hezbollah's attack tunnels and materiel were already dismantled, according to the military, which said Tuesday that Israeli commandos had staged more than 70 raids in Lebanon in recent months, with some forces staying for several nights undetected.
But the ground forces going in now are part of "a different phase" and could do more "damage" to the group, the official said.
According to Miri Eisin, a former senior intelligence officer in the Israeli military who has been briefed on security deliberations, the military is aware it could get stuck battling militants in southern Lebanon, "where Hezbollah are the locals, they know where their booby traps are, where they can hide."
As the operation moves forward, she said, the military will probably pivot to fighting at night, when it has the most advantage. And unlike in Gaza, where the IDF was tasked with eliminating Hamas as both a government and military force, in Lebanon it has more clearly defined tasks and goals by which it can measure progress, Eisin said.

A picture taken from northern Israel along the border with southern Lebanon shows smoke billowing above the Lebanese village of Yaron during Israeli bombardment on Wednesday. (Jalaa Marey/AFP/Getty Images)


"We're not going to Beirut. We're not going to the cities in southern Lebanon," Israeli military spokesman Daniel Hagari said in a briefing Tuesday when asked by The Washington Post about the operation's scope.
Over the past year, Israel has been clear that it expects Hezbollah to pull back behind Lebanon's Litani River, which is about 18 miles north of the border and lies at the northern edge of what is supposed to be a U.N.-monitored demilitarized zone in southern Lebanon. Those boundaries were drawn up in a U.N. Security Council resolution at the end of the 2006 war.
And while the military has insisted it won't stage a full-scale invasion, it has also ordered residents of 30 villages in southern Lebanon to move even farther north. In orders posted to X on Tuesday, the Israeli military said people should move above the Awwali River, more than 30 miles from the demarcation line.
Then, on Wednesday, the IDF announced that infantry and armored units were joining the fight, indications the military is preparing for a much larger ground campaign.
"The IDF and Israeli political echelons do not want to get stuck in a protracted operation that could boost Hezbollah, after it suffered several significant blows," said Michael Horowitz, head of intelligence at Le Beck, a risk consultancy. "But that's easier said than done."
While the military may want to focus on the "first-line" villages located within six miles of the border, Horowitz said, there is always a risk the fighting could spread. "What happens if the IDF troops get fired upon from positions north of that, for instance?"
There is historical precedent for mission creep in southern Lebanon. The first time Israel invaded, in 1978, in a bid to destroy bases set up by Palestinian militants, it initially sought to occupy six miles of territory, according to the IDF. But three days in, the military decided to advance as far as the Litani River. Troops did not leave for another 22 years.

Israeli soldiers relax in high school classroom during the siege of Beirut in July 1982. (Dominique Faget/AFP/Getty Images)


But how will Israel hold on to any gains against Hezbollah? A "buffer zone" inside the border would leave its troops vulnerable, and be a "gift" to the militant group, Horowitz said. But as time goes on, there will be more pressure inside Israel to establish one, he added.
The calls for a buffer zone are already coming from Israel's far right.
"A renewed buffer zone, free of enemy population, is the order of the hour and it is the right and most just thing to do both from a security point of view, both from a political and moral point of view," Israel's far-right minister of diaspora affairs, Amichai Chikli, posted on X late last month. He attached several maps showing what he described as a "renewed border" slicing into Lebanese territory.
Last week, Itamar Ben Gvir, Israel's far-right national security minister, threatened to withdraw from the government if Netanyahu agreed to a cease-fire in Lebanon, repeating a threat he has made regarding negotiations with Hamas.
Eyal Zisser, a Middle East expert at Tel Aviv University, said many Israelis doubt the operation will compel Hezbollah to agree to Israel's terms: Halt fire into northern Israel and recommit to the 2006 agreement that required them to retreat.
"We have got to this certain point, but after a few weeks of raids, then what?" Zisser said.
Israel is no stranger to occupying ground in Lebanon. In 1982, Israel launched a second invasion of Lebanon that reached the capital, Beirut, withdrawing three years later to a broader "security zone" along the border that ranged from three to 12 miles and covered about 10 percent of Lebanon's territory.
But not everyone believes Israel needs to occupy the buffer zone to maintain it. The zone could instead be enforced by a "very strict Israeli policy" that targets anyone who enters the designated area, said Ephraim Sneh, a former Israeli defense minister and commander of Israeli forces in the "security zone" in southern Lebanon in the early 1980s.
Ideally, an effective Lebanese or international force would be deployed on the ground to keep Hezbollah from rebuilding its military capabilities, Sneh said.
Still, as long as Israel pursues military options with no political or diplomatic tracks in place, it risks getting pulled into to a longer campaign, Horowitz said.
"Eventually, whatever Israel does militarily, a diplomatic resolution will be needed if Israel wants to avoid being stuck in Lebanon," Horowitz said.
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Ground offensive preceded by year of secret raids in Lebanon, Israel says
Before sending troops into Lebanon Tuesday, Israel carried out more than 70 operations north of the border, an Israeli official said.
By Bryan Pietsch, Miriam Berger | 2024-10-03

NORTHERN , ISRAEL- SEPTEMBER 26: An Israeli soldier on an  Israeli tank after just arriving to northern Israel on September 26,2024.Papismadov also fought in Gaza.Heidi Levine for The Washington Post). (Heidi Levine/FTWP)


Israel's ongoing ground offensive in Lebanon was preceded by dozens of secret raids across the border over the past year, the Israel Defense Forces said.
No Israeli soldiers were killed in the clandestine raids, Israel said. Before Tuesday, Israeli officials gave scarcely a hint that they were underway.
Israel was widely assumed to be operating on the Lebanese side of the border and confirmed to the Guardian in April that four Israeli soldiers were injured there by Hezbollah bombs. But there was little previous indication of the extent of the operations revealed Tuesday in remarks by Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, an Israel Defense Forces spokesman. Israeli forces carried out more than 70 raids, over a period of hundreds of days and 200 nights, according to an IDF official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity under the ground rules of a news briefing. The Israel Defense Forces took out more than 1,000 Hezbollah sites, the official said.
Israel says Hezbollah was planning an attack similar to the one launched by Hamas on Israel on Oct. 7. The IDF has said one of its goals in Lebanon is to foil that possibility.
Hagari said Tuesday that the clandestine operations conducted "since the beginning" of its war with Hamas, which followed the Oct. 7 attack, were focused on dismantling Hezbollah infrastructure near the border. The efforts were to help ensure that residents of northern Israel, who have evacuated amid frequent rocket attacks by Hezbollah forces in southern Lebanon, could return to their homes, Hagari said.
The raids did not appear to raise alarm on the northern side of the border -- or at least the kind that makes its way into public remarks. The Lebanese army said it had not been aware of them. Hezbollah did not make public statements about them. And the U.N. peacekeeping force in Lebanon did not respond to requests for comment on the matter.
IDF special forces entered Hezbollah compounds in "dozens of locations," Hagari said, where they collected intelligence, seized and dismantled weapons, and destroyed infrastructure.
The weapons found included "advanced Iranian-made weapons," Hagari said. Hezbollah is believed to be the best-equipped group among the web of Iranian-backed groups in the region.
In one of the operations that Hagari described, IDF troops raided a home in which they said weapons were stored on the ground floor. A 500-foot tunnel extended underneath the home, he said. The house and the tunnel were destroyed in strikes by ground and air, he said. Another operation revealed what he said was a "network of trenches" and an underground tunnel that connected to a command center, weapons storage and living spaces for militants.
A map detailing plans for the alleged attack by Hezbollah was also unearthed in the operation, he said. The information could not be verified independently.
The ongoing ground offensive that began Tuesday has already diverged markedly in scope from the preceding operations: While Israel reported no losses in the raids, it said eight soldiers were killed Wednesday in clashes with Hezbollah.
The U.N. Interim Force in Lebanon, the U.N. force that administers the Blue Line on the Israel-Lebanon border, said in a statement Tuesday that it was notified by Israel on Monday of the IDF's intentions to "undertake limited ground incursions into Lebanon."
The U.N. force, known as UNIFIL, said that "any crossing into Lebanon is in violation of Lebanese sovereignty and territorial integrity." It added that it was a violation of U.N. resolution 1701, which in 2006 following the Israel-Hezbollah war mandated that there be no foreign forces in Lebanon without the Lebanese government's consent. A spokesperson did not respond to requests for comment on whether UNIFIL was aware of the previous raids or whether they represented similar violations of the resolution.
The resolution also required the disarmament of all armed groups in Lebanon and prohibited any "weapons or authority in [Lebanon] other than that of the Lebanese State." Hagari said Lebanon and UNIFIL have "failed to enforce" the resolution amid Hezbollah's buildup.
Disclosing the raids as it begins the ground incursion allows Israel to highlight Hezbollah's buildup of offensive infrastructure for an Oct. 7-style attack, said Jonathan Lord, senior fellow and director of the Middle East Security program at the Center for a New American Security, a Washington-based think tank.
By "pulling back the curtain on all of the secret infrastructure that Hezbollah has built in southern Lebanon, not for a defensive purpose but for clearly an offensive purpose," Lord said, Israel "creates the pretense and the public support for them to do this ground operation to clean it all up."
Berger reported from northern Israel. Mohamad El Chamaa in Beirut contributed to this report.
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Israel assesses Iranian missile damage, weighs response
The barrage of more than 180 missiles Tuesday left only scattered damage but was seen as a major provocation in an increasingly tense moment for the region.
By Claire Parker, Heidi Levine, Miriam Berger | 2024-10-03

Hani Karniel, the principal of the Shalhavot Chabad school in Gedera, Israel, sifts through the wreckage from Tuesday's missile strike. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


JERUSALEM -- Israeli officials on Wednesday were weighing how to respond to the Iranian missile attack that caused only limited damage but was seen as a major provocation in an increasingly tense moment for the region. Ordinary Israelis, meanwhile, emerged from their homes to assess the damage, and work crews began filling bomb craters.
At a school in Gedera, south of Tel Aviv, on Wednesday workers in yellow vests shoveled the smashed remains of desks from a classroom.
"Tonight, the eve of Rosh Hashanah, we say goodbye to an awful year and hopefully welcome in a better one," said Hani Karniel, the school's principal. She hoped the cleanup would be finished before the children return from the holiday break on Sunday.
Israel, with help from the United States, Britain, France and Jordan, shot down most of the more than 180 missiles fired by Iran on Tuesday night into Israel and the West Bank. But the assault sent millions of Israelis scrambling to shelters, dealing the country a powerful psychological blow, and some projectiles did strike central and southern Israel.

Debris in a residential neighborhood on the edge of Tel Aviv. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post) 


Israel's security cabinet was discussing "significant" options for a response, the Israeli news outlet Ma'ariv reported Wednesday. Jonathan Rynhold, head of the political studies department at Bar-Ilan University, said military leaders would present a "sliding scale" of possible responses, including potential strikes on Iran's oil industry or nuclear program.
Some here see an opportunity to impose lasting change.
"This is the beginning of the end of the damned Iranian regime," culture minister Miki Zohar wrote on X.
"Like Gaza, Hezbollah and the state of Lebanon, Iran will regret the moment," Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich warned.
"The situation has summoned us to a duel with the true serpent's head: Iran," commentator Ben Caspit wrote in Ma'ariv. "Circumstances are in our favor."
But others warned of the dangers of entering into an open war with Iran while Israel is already fighting on several fronts. The Israel Defense Forces stepped up ground incursions into southern Lebanon this week while continuing to pummel Hezbollah strongholds by air. The IDF is still fighting Hamas in Gaza and defending against the Houthis in Yemen.
In a regional war, Iran could strike Israel's quiet cohort of allies in the region, including Saudi Arabia and Jordan, defense analyst Yoav Limor warned in Israel Today. Israeli leaders, he said, "must also weigh the impact that an expansion of the war could have on the other theater of operations in Lebanon and in Gaza."
What comes next, Rynhold said, could depend in part on what the Biden administration says is acceptable.
Biden said Tuesday that the United States was "fully, fully, fully supportive of Israel." But on Wednesday he said he would not support strikes on Iran's nuclear sites.
"We'll be discussing with the Israelis what they're going to do," he told reporters before a meeting of the Group of Seven. "All seven of us agree that they have a right to respond, but they should respond proportionally." He spoke also of imposing new sanctions on Iran.
Iranian officials said the barrage was retaliation for the killing of top Hamas and Hezbollah leaders and a commander of Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps.
Video recorded from the southern town of Ar'arat an-Naqab on Tuesday showed at least 20 projectiles flying through the air above the Nevatim military air base. At least six missiles hit the facility, erupting into fireballs; plumes of smoke rose from the airfield. No aircraft was hit, the Israel Defense Forces told Israeli media.
A 38-year-old Palestinian man was killed by a large missile fragment in the West Bank city of Jericho, local authorities said. Sameh Khader Hassan Al-Asali was a worker from Gaza staying at a Palestinian security forces' camp in Jericho, Palestinian police Col. Louay Erziqat said.
Rocket fragments damaged a few cars and houses in the West Bank and injured a 72-year-old woman in the town of Jit, Palestinian civil defense officials said. Two people in the Tel Aviv area sustained light injuries from shrapnel, according to Israel's paramedic service.
On the edge of Tel Aviv, a missile fell about a kilometer from an IDF and Mossad base that Hezbollah has targeted in the past. It blasted open a large crater across the street from residential buildings.
Yossi Borowitz, 74, a resident in one of those buildings, emerged around midnight to take a selfie. He was in his safe room when the missile hit. "We heard so many explosions," he said, but had not realized there was a strike so close.
Borowitz planned to host 30 family members for a dinner to mark the start of the Jewish new year at sunset on Wednesday. "I hope we can celebrate together," he said.
Israeli and U.S. officials claimed victory in parrying the barrage.
"This attack failed," said Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. "It was thwarted thanks to Israel's air defense system, which is the most advanced in the world." He thanked the United States for its support.

The Iron Dome antimissile system intercepts Iranian missiles over Ashkelon on Tuesday. (Amir Cohen/Reuters)


Two U.S. warships in the Mediterranean Sea fired about a dozen interceptors at inbound ballistic missiles, Maj. Gen. Pat Ryder told reporters. Officials were still assessing how many of those missiles struck a target.
Iranian officials signaled the attack was over on Tuesday night and warned Israel not to respond. They said they had aimed for military targets. Israel on Wednesday eased restrictions on public gatherings.
But the salvo has put Israelis on edge and might have brought the Middle East closer to the all-out war that U.S., European and Arab diplomats have been working to avert. The White House vowed Tuesday night Tehran would face "severe consequences."

People gather Wednesday near the remains of a missile near the Dead Sea. (Erik Marmor/Getty Images)


Netanyahu was escalating his rhetoric against Iran before the attack. In a bellicose address to the U.N. General Assembly last week, he condemned "the curse of Iran's unremitting aggression."
On Monday, he addressed himself directly to the "noble Persian people," telling ordinary Iranians that their government was "plunging the region deeper into darkness and deeper into war."
The Israeli government may feel emboldened by its recent successes against Hezbollah, said Mairav Zonszein, senior Israel analyst at the International Crisis Group, and because Biden "has given his full backing to Israel on Lebanon specifically and on the Iran issue now, and he's a lame duck president and there's an election in a few weeks."
Biden has dispatched top officials across the Middle East in recent months to broker a diplomatic solution to Israel's conflicts with Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon, and the president has warned repeatedly of the dangers of all-out war in the region.

Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, an Israel Defense Forces spokesman, shows reporters an intercepted Iranian missile at the Julis army base in April. (Heidi Levine/for The Washington Post)


When Iran fired missiles at Israel in April, a slow-moving attack that Israel and allies intercepted almost completely, officials in Washington urged Israeli counterparts to "take the win" and not mount a major counterattack. The administration will probably take that approach again, former Pentagon official William F. Wechsler said.
"They see that there are a lot of Americans and American forces in the region, there are a lot of other American partners in the region," said Wechsler, now senior director of Middle East programs at the Atlantic Council. "A wider regional war is unlikely, in the administration's view, to be contained to just the land of Israel, Gaza, the West Bank, Lebanon and Iran," and could threaten more U.S. allies.
"Everyone understands that one rocket hits one high rise in downtown Dubai and their economy is crushed," he added.
But it's unclear how effectively the administration at this point can restrain Netanyahu. Long-standing mistrust between Biden and the prime minister grew last week when Israel assassinated Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah in the southern suburbs of Beirut without notifying Washington in advance.
Iran can't afford a war with the United States, analysts say, and doesn't want a sustained, direct confrontation with Israel, either. But as its allies Hezbollah in Lebanon and the Houthis in Yemen have suffered severe losses in recent Israeli attacks, pressure has mounted on Tehran to retaliate.
Iran's intention Tuesday was probably not to spark a war but to inject "urgency in the US, regional countries, and domestic stakeholders in Israel to constrain Netanyahu and force him off the warpath," Esfandyar Batmanghelidj, a professor at Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies in Europe, wrote on X.
Following the attack, Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi warned Israel and its supporters that "any new action" in response would elicit a "tougher response." He said Tehran, which does not have direct diplomatic relations with the United States, informed Washington after its missile attack through the Swiss Embassy in Tehran.
Still, Iranians lined up at gas stations after the attack Tuesday to stock up on fuel in case of an escalation, Reuters reported.
All-out war with Iran would be "uncharted territory," Zonszein said -- and if Tehran and its regional proxies were to attack Israel all at once, Israel's air defenses might be overwhelmed.
But even if full-scale conflict is averted, she warned, there is still a risk that Israel and Iran become locked in a "grinding, deepening escalation" that would cause more insecurity for Israelis.
Alon Rom, Leo Sands, Susannah George, Imogen Piper, Loveday Morris, Meg Kelly, Rachel Chason, Adam Taylor and Kate Brady contributed to this report.
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Hamas claims responsibility for Tel Aviv shooting and stabbing attack
Seven people were killed and 16 were injured in the attack, just ahead of a large-scale Iranian missile strike on Israel.
By Rachel Pannett, Alon Rom, Adela Suliman, Mikhail Klimentov, Kelsey Ables | 2024-10-02

Emergency responders move a victim of a shooting Tuesday in the Jaffa neighborhood of Tel Aviv to an ambulance. (Itai Ron/AP)


Hamas claimed responsibility Wednesday for what Israeli police and emergency services described as a "combined shooting and stabbing attack" Tuesday that left seven people dead and 16 injured near a light-rail stop in Tel Aviv.
Israeli police said Wednesday in a statement that two men entered a stopped railcar and opened fire at the passengers. They then continued on foot toward Jerusalem Boulevard in the city's busy Jaffa neighborhood, "hitting passersby until they were neutralized" by local authorities and residents who used their "personal pistols."
Police named the two as Muhammad Masek, 19, who was killed at the scene, and Ahmed Himoni, 25, who was seriously injured. They were armed with an "M16 weapon, cartridges and a knife," the authorities said, adding that they were both residents of Hebron.
First responders arrived on the scene shortly after 7 p.m. local time.
"I noticed several victims near the train tracks suffering from gunshot wounds. I immediately began providing medical treatment, and at the same time, passersby pointed out additional victims at a nearby kiosk," Yousef Kourdi, an emergency medical technician with Israel's emergency service, Magen David Adom, said in a statement.
Another emergency medic, Israel Rost, said he treated victims suffering from stab wounds in a synagogue and a butcher shop at a nearby commercial center. They had moderate to serious injuries.
Two paramedics, Omri Gorga and Noam Eliyof, said eyewitnesses described seeing a railcar struck by gunfire as it traveled along Jerusalem Boulevard, a tree-lined thoroughfare and public transportation route, before coming to a stop at Makhrozet Street.
The pair recounted in a statement released by emergency services officials Tuesday that they found injured people inside and around the railcar, four of whom were unconscious and appeared lifeless. They were pronounced dead at the scene.
Hamas said the attack was carried out by its armed wing, the Izzedine al-Qassam Brigades.
Hamas also claimed responsibility for an earlier bombing that shook Tel Aviv in August. That explosion, near a synagogue, injured at least one person. Hamas warned at the time that such operations "will resume prominently" as long as the war in Gaza continues.
The latest attack occurred just ahead of a large-scale missile attack from Iran, adding to the broader tensions.
The medics said they continued to provide first aid to others as an alarm sounded, warning of a swarm of Iranian missiles over Tel Aviv and sending residents scrambling for shelters.
Lior Soroka contributed to this report.
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Putin signs law giving criminal defendants immunity if they join the army
With the new rule, Russia will be sending an additional 20,000 men under investigation or awaiting trial on charges to the front lines.
By Francesca Ebel, Natalia Abbakumova | 2024-10-02

People pass a billboard depicting a Russian soldier and reading Pride of Russia in St. Petersburg, Sept. 24. (Anatoly Maltsev/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Russian President Vladimir Putin on Wednesday approved a new law that will exempt Russian defendants and suspects who have signed up to fight in the army from criminal liability.
The bill was introduced by the Russian Supreme Court this summer and passed by Russia's parliament after three readings and will save defendants from facing trial and from criminal prosecution.
Previously, only Russians who had been convicted or were under investigation had the option to sign a contract with the Defense Ministry and join the "Special Military Operation," the Kremlin's euphemism for its war against Ukraine. This new bill is intended to close the gap in the chain so anyone facing criminal charges at any stage can sign a contract and avoid prison.
Russian independent outlet Important Stories reported earlier this month that with the new bill Russian authorities expect to send roughly 20,000 additional defendants, including people under investigation and those held in pretrial detention centers across Russia, to the front lines.
Since the first year of the war, Russia has actively recruited from its sprawling, overcrowded prison system, first through Wagner, the shadowy private military group headed by Yevgeniy Prigozhin, and later through Storm Z schemes set up by the Ministry of Defense. Thousands of criminals were promised that they could walk free and have their convictions removed if they signed six-month contracts to fight in Ukraine.
There have been countless cases of criminals returning from the front only to reoffend. A Russian murderer who was released in 2022 from a 14-year prison sentence to join Wagner, went on to kill an 85-year-old elderly woman in her home and was put back in prison. He was released a second time to return to the front this summer, according to relatives of the woman.
Since the start of the invasion, Russia has held off from launching a general draft, calculating that it would be widely unpopular. A partial mobilization in September 2022 caused tens of thousands of Russians to flee the country.
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Iran mustered fiercer attack than in the spring, warns of even worse
Iran relied largely on ballistic missiles, rather than slower-moving munitions, and several of them succeeded in striking Israel. 
By Susannah George | 2024-10-02

Sirens blared across Israel on Oct. 1 as missiles were fired at the country.


In attacking Israel on Tuesday, Iran sought to muster a more effective air assault than its earlier barrage in April, relying this time mostly on ballistic missiles, providing less advance warning for air defenses, and abandoning slower weapons like drones and cruise missiles, according to analysts.
Iran also said it used for the first time a Fattah 1 missile, which can maneuver while traveling at "hypersonic" speeds.
Like the April attack, the barrage on Tuesday was spectacular in nature. The strikes forced several Middle Eastern countries to close their airspace, and inside Israel, much of life came to a standstill for more than an hour as air raid sirens blared and people hunkered down in bunkers.
But the latest attack's impact was slightly greater than that of the April barrage -- the only other time that Iran has directly targeted Israel -- with several missiles on Tuesday striking Israel. One landed near an intelligence base outside Tel Aviv and another near a school in Gedera, in central Israel, according to Washington Post reporting.
Video filmed in southern Israel from the town of Ar'arat an-Naqab and verified by The Post showed at least 20 projectiles flying through the air above the Nevatim military air base. Fire and several plumes of smoke were already visible on the airfield as at least six missiles hit the base, erupting in fireballs. Israel's military said "air force bases sustained hits" but did not specify how many.
In April, only two munitions eluded air defenses and impacted Israel, according to Post reporting.

The Post's international video journalist, Joe Snell, reported from Iraq on April 14 as Iran launched hundreds of drones toward Israel.


The greater effectiveness of Tuesday's attack could be due to the shorter warning time or the larger quantity of faster munitions, according to analysts.
"A greater volume of ballistic missiles coming at one time is going to be more likely to overwhelm the air defenses," said John Krzyzaniak, a researcher who studies Iran's missile programs at the Wisconsin Project on Nuclear Arms Control.
He said Iran probably observed what was effective during the April attack and what was not. In April, Iran fired slower-moving drones and cruise missiles in advance of ballistic missiles. This time Iran launched just ballistic and hypersonic missiles.
"They used a different mix of mostly the same missiles," he said. It is also possible that Israel's air defenses prioritized stopping those missiles that appeared bound to cause the most damage, he said.

People take their photos with the debris of an Iranian missile intercepted by Israel, near Arad on Oct. 2. (Ohad Zwigenberg/AP)


While the damage appeared to be contained, the potential destruction that could be caused by this kind of attack should not be minimized, said Fabian Hinz, an Iran analyst at the International Institute for Strategic Studies in Berlin.
"In general, these missiles can cause a lot of damage. Their warheads weigh several hundred kilograms. They impact with several times the speed of sound," Hinz said. "One shouldn't underestimate that 200 ballistic missiles is a very large number."
In recent months, Iranian officials have said they want to avoid an all-out war, but the strikes risk triggering such a conflict. As tensions have escalated in the region over the past year, Iran has struggled to maintain its deterrence of its arch-foe Israel without provoking a war.
Those Iranians calling for restraint appeared to hold sway until the killing of Hasan Nasrallah, the leader of the Iranian-backed Hezbollah group, in Beirut by Israel late last month. That killing, carried out just weeks after Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh was slain in Tehran, appears to have empowered Iranian hard-liners, who favored military action over "strategic patience."
In the weeks after Haniyeh's death, the Iranian regime had already begun to face mounting criticism for failing to respond -- even on talk shows broadcast on state-run television.
On one talk show, analysts had criticized the regime's "inaction" after Haniyeh's killing, arguing that without a response, Israel and others would cease to take Iranian threats seriously. The show was aired on a television channel affiliated with Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. And on social media, users who often amplify pro-IRGC content began making the same argument, saying Iran's patience was being interpreted as weakness.
Among those who had been calling for restraint was Iran's newly elected president, Masoud Pezeshkian, who championed Iran's desire to engage with the international community in an address to the U.N. General Assembly last month.

Iran's President Masoud Pezeshkian looks on, on the sidelines of the 79th United Nations General Assembly at U.N. headquarters in New York in September. (Caitlin Ochs/Reuters)


After the attack Tuesday, Pezeshkian, however, issued a statement of support. "Let Netanyahu know that Iran is not a belligerent, but it stands firmly against any threat. This is only a fraction of our power. Do not enter into a conflict with Iran," he said in a post on X, the social media platform.
The attack demonstrated that hard-liners had won out, persuading Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei that military action was a must, according to Gregory Brew, an Iran analyst at the Eurasia Group.
"Khamenei was forced to take action to maintain a semblance of deterrence and credibility," he said, citing the growing criticism of Iranian inaction both domestically and in the region among Iran's allies.
But the missile attack also revealed Iran's weakness, Brew said. Iran avoided "action that causes significant damage," he said, but "it has also left Iran very vulnerable to Israeli retaliation, which is sure to come."
Inside Iran, official commentators said the missile strike had restored deterrence and Iranian attacks in the future could inflict greater damage.
Iran demonstrated "that it does not accept any forceful remarks, and it has become very powerful," said Mohammad Jafar Asadi, a senior commander in the IRGC. In the future, Iran "is fully prepared to give a tooth-breaking response," he added.
"After this, if they commit a crime and mischief at any level, we will show a response, and our next responses will definitely be stronger," said Gen. Abdolrahim Mousavi, commander in chief of Iran's army
While Gen. Mohammad Bagheri, Iran's joint chief of staff, highlighted that Iran had chosen not to target Israeli "economic and industrial infrastructure," he warned that such attacks "were completely possible."
Ultimately, how Iran measures the success of Tuesday's attack could largely depend on how Israel responds.
"This attack satisfied the narrative of 'we are tough,'" said Paul Salem, head of the Middle East Institute, referring to how the strikes were viewed inside Iran. While it's not certain that the two sides will continue to escalate, he said that significant retaliation from Israel may further diminish the voices inside Iran calling for restraint.
"If Iran is attacked in a massive way, it could dramatically shift the mood in the favor of the regime and the hard-liners within it," he said.
Claire Parker contributed to this report.
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U.K. Conservatives struggle with which way to go after getting clobbered
At the first Conservative Party Conference since an election knocked them out of power, Tories were split on whether to swing right or hew to the middle.
By William Booth | 2024-10-02

The candidates running for leadership of Britain's Conservative Party --  Kemi Badenoch, Robert Jenrick, James Cleverly and Tom Tugendhat -- pose onstage after delivering their speeches on the final day of the annual Conservative Party Conference in Birmingham, England. (Henry Nicholls/AFP/Getty Images)


BIRMINGHAM, England -- The official (safe, bland, revealing) theme of the annual Conservative Party Conference was "Review and Rebuild." To be sure. A sharper title appeared on the cover of a report scattered around the convention halls by a campaign organizing group: "What went wrong."
The center-right Conservatives, known as the Tories, suffered their worst electoral defeat in modern history three months ago, pummeled by the center-left Labour Party and the country's new prime minister, Keir Starmer.
After 14 years in power -- after the Brexit psychodrama, pandemic rule-breaking parties, a near implosion of the British economy, and a string of underwhelming prime ministers, the Conservatives got the boot. Labour won in a landslide in July.
What now for the Tories? That is the question.
Members at the conference seemed split. Should the party swerve sharply to the right and come out swinging, focusing on illegal immigrants, transgender athletes, knife crime and welfare slackers?
Or should it hew to the middle and return to its "small state, low tax" mantra?

Conservative Party Leadership candidate James Cleverly addresses the conference on Wednesday. (Neil Hall/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Many seemed to hope that Labour would flounder all on its own. Starmer and his party were rocked by mini-scandals last month -- with revelations that he and his wife accepted freebies for bespoke clothing, expensive eyewear and choice seats at Arsenal soccer matches.
Political life goes on. Former prime minister Rishi Sunak is on his way out as leader of the Conservative Party. He appeared at the beginning of the conference on Sunday, oh so briefly, not in the main auditorium, but a kind of lounge with dim lighting.
He begged his party to stop its endless feuding -- typified by ministers and their allies trashing one another with ceaseless anonymous hit jobs, gleefully doled out by Britain's political media.
"We must end the division and the backbiting and squabbling," Sunak said.
And then, poof, Sunak left the building.
Running to replace him are four Tory lawmakers, whom, according to the polls, most ordinary Britons have barely heard of.
They are Kemi Badenoch, James Cleverly, Robert Jenrick and Tom Tugendhat. They spent the conference doing Q & As, taking selfies, getting on podcasts and pressing their case at receptions, while party delegates dipped their cups into the free-flowing river of merlot and Sauvignon Blanc.

Leadership candidate Kemi Badenoch walks through a crowd on the final day of the conference. (Henry Nicholls/AFP/Getty Images)


Cleverly, a former home and foreign secretary, very smooth with the media, was seen doing push-ups to impress a crowd at his campaign booth.
In his main speech on Wednesday, Cleverly focused on his broad experience in government. Like others, he vowed to lower immigration, even though immigration -- legal and illegal -- soared in recent years under Tory governments.
Badenoch has been a more combative figure, which is what her fans dig.
Over the course of a few days, Badenoch suggested (then rolled back) that maternity leave pay to new mums was "excessive" and claimed that up to 10 percent of civil servants were "very, very bad" -- even, she joked, "go to prison bad."
"I like her willingness to say difficult things," said Christopher Salmon, founder of a company that helps companies deal with international trade. "But that freshness, that bit of controversy. Will that work as a leader? That is what many wonder about."
Salmon said he thought the party should move right, to the extent that the public does not like choosing pronouns, diversity hiring or corporate wokery.
"I don't think most people like to see British history and British institutions trashed," he said.

Leadership candidate Robert Jenrick walks with his wife, Michal Berkner, on the final day of the conference. (Henry Nicholls/AFP/Getty Images)


Jenrick repeated his call for Britain to leave European Convention on Human Rights (a postwar convention that Britain wrote) to "secure our borders." He promised a freeze in net migration (which Tories have promised repeatedly in the past) and to chuck the "mad" target of reaching net zero carbon emissions by 2050 (a target pledged by Tory prime minsters Theresa May and Boris Johnson).
Tugendhat, an Iraq and Afghanistan war veteran, stressed his military career. He said he knows what leadership demands. "My mission is to win the next general election, and I have never failed a mission yet." He has said this before.
The four candidates will be voted upon by Conservative lawmakers and reduced to two contenders next week. Then the final two will be voted on by the 170,000 or so (nobody seems to know exactly how many) dues-paying party members.
The mood at the conference was far from funereal.
The membership did seem resigned -- almost relieved, the pain was over? -- over their historic loss and many embarrassments.
Unlike the Republicans in the United States, no one was talking about voter fraud or recounts.
"The Conservative Party is in an existential moment," said Katie Lamm, a Tory lawmaker, speaking at event hosted by the Policy Exchange, a Tory think tank. "We have to be completely honest with ourselves."
Lamm spoke about the need for "a moral vision," but details, apparently, are to come.
Among the other topics discussed in the hallways, many Tories were worried that the right was headed toward irrelevance as a result of the split between the Conservative Party and new upstart Reform Party, led by arch-Brexiteer and Trump ally, Nigel Farage, who won a seat in Parliament.
At the conference, some thought: Why not merge with Reform?
Interestingly, many of the party leaders complained about the sorry state of Britain. Though their critique might be correct, it makes for a tricky pitch to voters. Who else but the Tories are responsible after 14 years in power?

Conservative Party leadership candidate Tom Tugendhat shows a branded hat during the conference on Tuesday. (Neil Hall/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Patrician Tory Jacob Rees-Mogg appeared on a panel, followed by a camera crew doing a "fly-on-the-wall" docuseries. Rees-Mogg, now back in private life, has been making a go of it as a presenter on GB News, Britain's version of Fox News.
He was asked: If Conservatives are for a small state, low-tax Britain, how did the state get so big?
"We didn't take control of the levers of power," Rees-Mogg said.
He went on to criticize "green jobs and green economy as nonsense."
He said the problem with British economy was that it had become circular -- that wages were paid to state employees by the state and then returned as taxes.
Rees-Mogg told The Washington Post that after such a massive electoral defeat, it was right for the party to spend some time asking why. He declined to say whom he supported for new Tory leader.
"We should be done with apologizing. We're not the nasty party," said Andrew Hardie, a retired doctor and Conservative member at the conference. "We need common sense. That's what voters want."
It was not a conference with a lot of big bold ideas.
There was some agreement that woke feelings were bad,  but less focus on how to get Britain's economy going again. The Labour government has vowed to make "wealth creation" its number one goal.
Liz Truss, who lasted as prime minister only 49 days (her term compared to the time it took a head of lettuce to wilt), appeared briefly. She said the Tories would have done better if she had stayed on as prime minister.
Truss claimed she was done in by her party and the financial establishment, which expressed shock at her plans for deep unfunded tax cuts in 2022.
Asked who she would chose as new Tory leader, Truss said she liked Argentina's far-right president, Javier Milei. It was unclear if she was joking.
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Ukraine's east buckling under improved Russian tactics, superior firepower
In an arc of villages south of Pokrovsk, including Vuhledar, battlefields that have been stagnant for two and a half years are showing more movement than ever -- in Russia's favor. 
By Alex Horton, Serhii Korolchuk | 2024-10-02
DONETSK REGION, Ukraine -- The Ukrainian soldiers felt like they had done everything right. After raking the two squads of attacking Russian troops with their automatic grenade launchers, they sent in the attack drones to pick off the survivors.
But what happened next turned the battle into a math problem. More enemy soldiers arrived, some in armored vehicles. Russian support fire with drones and artillery poured down on the outgunned Ukrainians, said Andrii Bilozir, the senior sergeant for the unit's first battalion. The soldiers of the 33rd Mechanized Brigade had to withdraw.

Andrii Bilozir, 44, who goes by the call sign Bars, is the senior sergeant of the First Battalion. (Alice Martins for The Washington Post)


"I had the task of saving the boys," Bilozir said.
Soldiers from several units along the front have described improved Russian tactics this summer that combine their advantages into powerful attacks that Ukrainians have struggled to counteract, even as they achieve local victories. That is apparent in places like Vuhledar, the small Donetsk citadel that fell to Russian forces Tuesday, forcing a Ukrainian withdraw in a hardscrabble town they fiercely defended for two years.
Enemy troops are storming the battlefields in small teams that minimize detection and make return fire difficult, backed by superior quantities of artillery and drones. Russia has also improved its battlefield communication, helping coordinate attacks. While losses are staggering, Ukrainian soldiers have said, the Russians have the numbers to keep up the pressure and Western aid isn't making up the equipment deficit.
That confluence of factors, combined with Ukraine's perennial challenge to replenish its combat units and its focus on a large operation inside Russia, has allowed Moscow's forces to claim territory in the Donetsk region with speed and aggression not seen since the full invasion in 2022. Ukrainian forces have been retreating along dozens of miles of a front line being pushed to its breaking point.
The territorial losses have been glaring this summer. In Vuhledar, Ukrainians imposed heavy losses against previously failed Russian assaults. The 72nd Mechanized Brigade, which had fought there for about two years with no relief, was exhausted but determined, an officer in the unit said, speaking on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to reporters.

Members of the 33rd Mechanized Brigade participate in a training exercise. (Alice Martins for The Washington Post)


But artillery volleys in the area sometimes reach 10 shells to 1 in favor of Russia, he said, and glide bombs launched unopposed from jets can destroy whole sections of a trench line and anyone manning them. Moscow's forces have pushed the 72nd further and further back, the officer said, risking an encirclement of Ukrainian forces.
Asked whether the question is when Vuhledar will fall, rather than if, the officer did not hesitate.
"Yes," he said.
Days later, his grim prediction became reality. Ukrainian forces withdrew from the town to prevent encirclement and losing troops and equipment, the regional command said Wednesday.

On Oct. 2, Ukraine's military said forces were withdrawing from the front-line town of Vuhledar.


Russian forces gained territory in August and September at a pace not seen since 2022, said Pasi Paroinen, an analyst with Black Bird Group, an open source intelligence analysis collective based in Helsinki. The pressure was mostly felt in the southern Donetsk region. Russian forces in that period increased occupied territory across Ukraine by 318 square miles, Paroinen said -- about 268 of which were claimed along the front between Bakhmut and Vuhledar.
The steepest losses of territory occurred from mid-August to mid-September, Paroinen said, coinciding with the Ukrainian incursion into Russia's Kursk region.
The surprise offensive into Kursk in August that involved 30,000 of Ukraine's soldiers was partially a bid to peel enemy troops away from their positions on the eastern front. That gambit has not yet paid off, and while invigorating Ukrainian morale, likely contributed to the losses in Donetsk, some analysts have said, because it involves experienced units receiving prioritized resupply and fresh troops that otherwise would have gone to the east.
Kursk has likely stretched Ukrainian personnel thin and exacerbated the manpower issue, already among the main challenges for Kyiv, said Rob Lee, a senior fellow with the Foreign Policy Research Institute. Heavy losses of experienced Ukrainian soldiers, coupled with new troops sped to the front with limited training, have further added pressure on units holding the line.
"A lot of these problems are fundamental problems, and they haven't been fixed," Lee said. He said, however, that the situation could improve if Ukraine continues its pace of mobilization, and they may have more operational surprises planned.

A university campus in Pokrovsk, Ukraine, recently heavily damaged in an attack. (Alice Martins for The Washington Post)



A civilian and a military vehicle drive around a destroyed bridge in the outskirts of Pokrovsk on Sept. 25. (Alice Martins for The Washington Post)


But the effects of Russia's advance are already being felt in the region.
Pokrovsk, a key highway and rail hub central to Ukraine's efforts to move troops and equipment throughout the southern Donetsk region, has been a focus of attack and civilian evacuations for weeks. The destruction of railways and bridges means it is effectively lost, soldiers have said, forcing longer and more perilous routes through the area.
But the most consequential aspect of the fight along this portion of the Donetsk front may be more about the loss of troops than territory, Lee said. Both Moscow and Kyiv have suffered heavy losses, and the victor could be the side that can hold out the longest.
"At what point does this become unsustainable or lead to political problems for one side?" Lee said. "I think that's the strategic question here."

Members of the 33rd Mechanized Brigade participate in a training exercise on Sept. 27. (Alice Martins for The Washington Post)


In the field, soldiers are just trying to hold on while adapting to the revised Russian tactics.
The fight last year was largely defined by artillery duels and so-called "meat assaults" of large groups of poorly trained Russian mobilized soldiers. But now Ukrainians report enemy assault troops as often being well trained and well equipped, moving in smaller groups than before. In certain parts of the front line, Russian troops were storming defenses in groups of 10 to 20 soldiers months ago, and are now using teams as small as four, soldiers and analysts said.
The practice helps Russian troops evade surveillance, and their dispersal makes it more difficult to target them with drones and artillery. These assaults, according to numerous reports, are fueled by coercion, with threats of violence or jail if they surrender or retreat.
The small assault team tactic is familiar to Ukrainians, who leveraged the practice last fall in taking back villages held by Russians. But the key difference now, soldiers said, is Russia has combined the concept with its advantages in munitions and a tolerance for losses. New communications equipment has also helped Russian commanders better organize assaults, soldiers have said, and increased the proficiency of drone attacks.

A member of the 68th Jaeger Brigade sets up a .50-caliber machine gun during a night training exercise on Sept. 27. (Alice Martins for The Washington Post)



A .50-caliber machine gun during a night training exercise for the 68th Jaeger Brigade on Sept. 27. (Alice Martins for The Washington Post)


Recently on a training range in the Donetsk region, soldiers from the 68th Jaeger Brigade practiced with U.S.-made .50-caliber and M240 machine guns at night.
The soldiers had just fought north of Selydove, where Russian troops have made gains. Vitalii, a junior lieutenant, described how the small teams of clearly well-trained Russian troops were coming down roads covered by Ukrainian machine guns and getting mowed down.
"They don't spare people, and their men are forced to move through those paths. And in the last place where we were working, there's a crossroads completely littered with bodies, and they keep coming, because they have orders," he said. "There's already a mass of them. Everything is black with corpses."
Some Ukrainians are heartened by the large numbers of enemy dead, but that comfort appears to be diminishing, as Moscow willingly sacrifices whole battalions of soldiers for advances.

Vitalii, 41, is a junior lieutenant in the 68th Jaeger Brigade. (Alice Martins for The Washington Post)


"It just happens that we constantly need to fall back," said Vitalii, giving just his first name in accordance with Ukrainian military protocol, "because the Russians have much more strength."
As the Russians take more ground, the effects are rippling back from the front lines and civilians are fleeing from towns now in range of Russia's weaponry.
In Myrnohrad, a small town east of Pokrovsk, a small team of construction workers scoured a bombed-out hospital to salvage any functional medical equipment. They paced back and forth, broken glass crunching under their boots, to ready the last piece of hardware -- an MRI machine destined for a hospital further from the front.

A destroyed bridge in the outskirts of Myrnohrad on Sept. 25. (Alice Martins for The Washington Post)



A destroyed ceiling in a hospital in Myrnohrad on Sept. 25. (Alice Martins for The Washington Post)


The Russians destroyed a major bridge nearby, cutting off resupply for Ukrainian units in the area for days, one of the workers said, speaking on the condition of anonymity out of concern of being publicly identified. Soldiers had already been through, looking for syringes, IV bags and other medical supplies, he said. They left behind rooms covered in shattered concrete and folders of doctor's notes for patients who may never return.
The workers had a tight window to accomplish their salvage at the hospital while Russian forces appeared to be focusing on other targets, he said, desperate to get out of there and rejoin his family before strikes resumed.
"As soon as I finish," he said, "I will go."
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After stimulus, China tries to turn stock market frenzy into recovery 
Analysts say the difficulty for Chinese policymakers will be turning the opportunism-fueled rally into a broader recovery when markets reopen after the Golden Week holiday.
By Christian Shepherd, Lyric Li | 2024-10-02

People walk on an overpass with a display of stock information in Shanghai's financial district on Aug. 6. (Nicoco Chan/Reuters)


China's legions of casual traders are stoked -- and a little scared -- to see what happens next in the country's massive stock market rally.
Shares across markets in Shanghai, Shenzhen and Hong Kong soared last week after a string of stimulus measures announced by China's top leaders, hitting their biggest weekly rise in 16 years -- just in time for celebrations to mark the 75th anniversary of the People's Republic of China.
The flurry of official announcements -- which included interest rate cuts and support for the beleaguered property and stock markets -- could help put the world's second-largest economy back on track to hit the government's 5 percent growth target for the year.
Their timing was widely interpreted as a reflection of Beijing's desire to prevent the slowdown from undercutting the week-long anniversary holiday -- a time when people often splash out on everything from travel to new homes.
The difficulty for Chinese policymakers, analysts said, will be turning a rally fueled by opportunism into a recovery in the most troubled sectors of the economy when markets reopen Tuesday.
China's equity markets are notoriously fickle, in part because they are dominated by casual retail investors, who account for about two-thirds of trading activity. Many of these traders have watched their savings shrink dramatically during the downturn, and they are already growing nervous that the recent uptick won't last.
Eric Lin, who was recently laid off from a real-estate-consulting job in Beijing, took advantage of the recent rally -- which he called a "water buffalo" market -- by selling all his Shanghai and Shenzhen shares to pay off his mortgage.
"When I saw the big rise, I sold the next day, fearing that it would fall immediately," the 36-year-old said. "I don't have any faith in the Chinese stock market ... Whether it is the housing market or the stock market, problems still exist, and I'm still pessimistic about the short- and medium-term outlook."
On Monday, the last day before trading halted for the holiday, an index tracking the top 300 stocks traded on the Shanghai and Shenzhen markets rose 8.5 percent -- the biggest single-day gain since 2008.
Trading demand was so high that the Shanghai Stock Exchange announced plans to upgrade its trading systems, and dozens of security brokerages canceled holidays to handle a sixfold increase in new accounts, Chinese state media reported.
"The recovery in stocks will help shore up confidence and make consumption pop," said Hong Hao, chief economist of  Grow Investment Group, a Shanghai-based hedge fund. Right now, "sentiment is very high," but whether it sustains depends on how well Beijing manages to execute its stimulus policies in the coming weeks and months, Hong said.
Beyond stocks, China's economy remains in a tough spot. Official data released Friday showed that manufacturing contracted for a fifth straight month in September. A leading survey of business sentiment found that confidence was at its lowest since March 2020.
Beijing's urgency was clear in the barrage of announcements last week. An initial interest rate cut by the central bank Tuesday was followed by an unexpected meeting of the Chinese Communist Party's Politburo, the powerful seven-member decision-making body, where leaders pledged "necessary" government spending to keep growth on track as well as renewed efforts to "stop the property market falling."
"The problem is that the rally is not driven by a sentiment that the economy is getting better or by investors becoming optimistic about all these companies," said Gary Ng, a senior economist at Natixis, an investment bank.
The test, according to Ng, will be whether investors hold steady when company valuations hit the levels from before the market downturn that began about two years ago, or choose to sell as soon as they recoup their investments. "I simply don't think the government will keep doing what we saw last week and keep printing money all the way [to support the rally]," he said.
The huge volumes of trading -- around $369 billion in shares bought and sold on Monday -- has drawn comparisons to an even bigger rally in 2015, when valuations hit their highest level on record.
Then, similarly frenzied trading, stoked in part by Chinese state media, ended soon afterward with a rout that wiped out a third of the Shanghai market's value in a month.
A substantial portion of those losses were borne by individual traders who had been slow to react to the sudden downturn.
For a sustained recovery, the government will need to encourage spending from the wealthiest members of China's middle class, who have been hit especially hard by the slowdown because they were most likely to have invested in property or listed companies.
Analysts are watching for improvements in housing sales, deflation or consumption before ruling on the success of policy support.
So far, evidence of a deeper turnaround is mixed. The number of trips taken over the holiday is expected to reach 1.94 billion, only 0.7 percent above 2023, according to official data. But extreme budgeting remains common among travelers.
On Xiaohongshu, China's answer to Instagram, users compete in money-saving challenges, such as aiming to spend no more than $70 dollars on food for October.
Analysts are watching to see whether the support package can stabilize a property sector that has been in decline since 2021.
Over the weekend, China's four largest cities relaxed home-buying restrictions, sparking a wave of interest in luxury apartments. But there has not yet been a similar upturn in sales across smaller Chinese cities hit worst by the slump.
Amid the uncertainty, investment advisers are urging inexperienced individual investors to be cautious not to borrow too much money to enter the stock market.
"The nature of the market is itself a risk for new investors, because the rally is seriously fierce and extremely rare when you look at the whole history of the market," said Lan Qichang, an author and consultant who runs a club of private investors. "If people blindly increase their positions or even leverage up, it may cause them serious short-term damage if there is a market correction."
Even more experienced traders focused on long-term returns are getting nervous. "If markets continue to surge after the National Day holiday, then it will get risky," said an employee at a state-owned enterprise, who, after experiencing multiple market swings in the past, decided to hold 95 percent of his investments despite the surge.
"Everyone wants to pile in to make a bit of money and get out before the fall, but everyone underestimates their greed and ability to make decisions," he said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to avoid reprisals from his employer. "The market has beat me into being more sober and rational in recent years."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/10/02/china-stocks-market-frenzy-fiscal-stimulus/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            World
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Lifestyle
          
        

      

      Business

      The latest business news, analysis and columns, including on the economy, personal finance, work, technology and more.


      
        Work Advice: How honest should a reference be for a laid-off employee?
        Karla Miller

        Objectively ranking co-workers makes sense when they're all vying for the same prize. But for one candidate seeking your endorsement, a little subjective hype may be in order.

      

      
        Eli Lilly's weight-loss drug no longer in shortage, FDA says
        Hannah Ziegler, Daniel Gilbert

        Eli Lilly's weight-loss drug no longer in shortage, FDA says

      

      
        Biden may face tough choices as port strike continues
        Jeff Stein

        The White House has firmly backed the longshoremen's union, but Democrats are eager to avoid economic disruptions weeks before Election Day.

      

      
        Medicare Advantage giant Humana reels after ratings cut
        Taylor Telford

        The insurer's stock sank to its lowest level in more than a decade after the federal government lowered the rating for one of its most popular plans.

      

      
        U.S. court opens door for more election betting this fall
        Tony Romm

        The betting site KalshiEx wins a legal battle against the CFTC, which had sought to block some political wagers.

      

      
        Vance says immigrants caused a housing shortage. Economists disagree.
        Rachel Siegel

        The housing market has been upended since the pandemic, but not because of migration.

      

      
        
          	
            World
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Lifestyle
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Work Advice: How honest should a reference be for a laid-off employee?
Objectively ranking co-workers makes sense when they're all vying for the same prize. But for one candidate seeking your endorsement, a little subjective hype may be in order.
By Karla Miller | 2024-10-03

(iStock)


Reader: I recently answered a recommendation survey for a former employee who was applying for a job. He had been a good employee but let go in a layoff because he was a recent hire. (I have since retired from the same company.)
The survey asked me to rate this person's work traits compared to other people in his position. My response options were "not applicable," "average," "top 25 percent" and "top 10 percent." Because I managed a staff of more than a dozen people, some for many years, I couldn't rank him in the top 10 percent for most of the questions save for a few exceptions, like team building.
I later got a call from the hiring agency, asking why I hadn't rated him higher on some of the questions. I explained that he was a more recent hire who had been laid off, but that he had been a great employee, and that I would hire him back in a heartbeat. I gave what I thought were useful details about how he had done a good job. I got the feeling, however, that the person I was talking to wasn't convinced, and that the mathematical average of my answers meant they would not offer him the job.
If I'm asked to do similar surveys in the future, how should I handle it? Could I compare the employee to only those people who had been in the job for the same amount of time, and therefore give higher ratings? Is this just some kind of game? Should I rate good employees as outstanding?
Karla: There's a time for grading on a curve and a time for boosting. If you want to help this guy land a job, you should be hyping him to the moon.
When you're assessing multiple people all vying for the same limited resource -- a promotion, raises on a tight budget -- you have to be objective in weighing their contributions and strengths against one another. You need to fairly apportion that reward the same way Olympic judges distribute medals based on minute variations among uniformly excellent competitors. You want to be able to show your work and justify your decision if someone challenges it later.
In this case, the reward you were in charge of disbursing was your professional endorsement, and only one person was in the running for it. The hiring agency had you compare him with his former colleagues to make sure he wasn't a weak link being quiet-fired under the cover of a convenient layoff.
But that wasn't a fair comparison.
Your former employee wasn't competing against his old colleagues for this new job. He was competing against a pool of unknown competitors on the open market. Weighing his performance against the full range of people he used to work with is as pointless as basing his prospective salary on what he used to earn. If yours is an employer that draws top performers, then it stands to reason that in a last-in, first-out layoff, even the workers it cuts loose would be any other employer's first choice.
Another point: Because employers generally share only bare-bones information about bad employees to avoid legal trouble, a less-than-glowing assessment is often read between the lines as a thumbs-down. You were trying to give an objectively honest answer to the question you thought you were being asked. But the question seems to have been more subjective than you realized, and they interpreted your honesty as hesitation -- especially since, as a retiree, you're presumably free to be candid.
Next time, instead of playing into the prospective employer's game of pitting a candidate against people irrelevant to his current standing, follow your instinct and rate him against his actual peers: The average employee who has been in the job the length of time he was. No one is going to demand a representative sampling of all the referrals you've given to make sure you're being consistent. They just want to know if there's any reason, spoken or implied, not to hire the candidate.
You can also view this as an opportunity to be a counterweight against the thumb of stigma tipping the scale against unemployed job seekers. As I have discussed before, hiring managers and recruiters harbor unemployment bias against candidates regardless of their skills and qualifications; the longer they go without a job, the less likely they are to be hired. Singing his praises without reservation and lamenting your employer's loss of his skills would help mitigate that stigma.
You're not boosting a golfing buddy's undeserving kid above stronger but less well-connected candidates. You're not pulling illicit strings. You're not covering up bad behavior to help an unqualified person fail upward. You are simply telling your truth about a candidate's qualifications as you perceive them. And when you are presented with an arbitrary, nonscientific opinion survey, it's perfectly acceptable to supply your own arbitrary, nonscientific opinion.
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Eli Lilly's weight-loss drug no longer in shortage, FDA says
Eli Lilly's weight-loss drug no longer in shortage, FDA says
By Hannah Ziegler, Daniel Gilbert | 2024-10-03

Eli Lilly has been making the case since August that its drugs are "commercially available." The FDA now agrees. (Darron Cummings/AP)


The two-year shortage of Eli Lilly's blockbuster weight-loss and diabetes drugs is over, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration announced Wednesday.
Eli Lilly's supply of Mounjaro, which is used to treat Type 2 diabetes, and popular weight-loss drug Zepbound, can now meet present and projected national demand, the FDA said in a statement. Both medications, which trigger the hormone GLP-1 and curb hunger, have been in shortage since 2022 as demand for weight-loss drugs has skyrocketed.
The FDA's shortage designation had let compounding pharmacies, which typically custom-make medications to suit individual patient needs, make copies of the wildly popular treatments. That business has boomed over the past two years. An end to the shortage designation -- which Eli Lilly and other brand drugmakers sought -- is a blow to those pharmacies and their business.
Eli Lilly has been making the case since August that its tirzepatide-based drugs are now "commercially available," which the FDA agreed on. But the agency has warned that patients and prescribers may still experience "localized supply disruptions" as the products make their way to pharmacies.
Eli Lilly has "invested significantly" to expand manufacturing for its weight-loss and diabetes drugs and bring new options to the market, executive vice president Patrik Jonsson said in a statement. The shortage's end reflects the company's "commitment to providing a steady stream of genuine and safe medicines," he added.
The company reiterated the FDA's warning that patients may still face challenges finding dosages of the medications. "The supply chain is complex, especially for refrigerated medicines, and there may be many reasons why a particular pharmacy does not have a particular dose of the medicine in stock," it said in a separate statement.
Eli Lilly and its rival Novo Nordisk, which makes the diabetes drug Ozempic and its weight-loss version Wegovy, have been in a fierce battle against the emerging industry making copies of their drugs. Lawyers representing Eli Lilly in August issued letters warning prescribers of the off-brand drugs to immediately halt doing so, The Washington Post reported.
For its part, the FDA has consistently warned that the off-brand weight-loss drugs aren't as safe as the medications that it exhaustively reviews ahead of approval. The copies are inspected by states and the FDA, but the federal agency doesn't approve such medications. There is no FDA-approved generic version for tirzepatide, the active ingredient in Mounjaro and Zepbound, or semaglutide, the active ingredient in Ozempic and Wegovy.
The immediate impact of the FDA's action isn't yet clear. Many patients still report difficulty getting the drug despite Lilly saying there's enough.
Pharmacies that make copies of the weight-loss and diabetes drugs have been able to offer them for a couple hundred dollars a month, while Eli Lilly and Novo Nordisk have shelled out billions of dollars to grow their supplies and meet regulatory standards.
Some compounding pharmacies have said that their tirzepatide-based drugs aren't simply copies of Eli Lilly's drugs because they include additional ingredients or are made in different dosage strengths -- and cite those differences to argue they'll be able to continue to legally produce them. They have also said their treatments are the primary reason the millions of patients who rely on the drugs have not seen a lapse in treatment during the shortage.
Scott Brunner, CEO of the trade group Alliance for Pharmacy Compounding, said the FDA's announcement could be disruptive to patients who have come to depend on taking compounded tirzepatide. "They are being cut off cold-turkey, their prescription no longer fillable," he said in a statement. The group said that pharmacies "must immediately cease preparing and dispensing compounded copies of Mounjaro and Zepbound."
The ability of pharmacies to make their own versions of Ozempic and Wegovy is unaffected, as the FDA still considers semaglutide, the active ingredient in both drugs, to be in shortage.
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Biden may face tough choices as port strike continues
The White House has firmly backed the longshoremen's union, but Democrats are eager to avoid economic disruptions weeks before Election Day.
By Jeff Stein | 2024-10-02

Striking workers at the Red Hook Container Terminal in Brooklyn on October 2. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)


President Joe Biden said he will not intervene in a disruptive strike at America's ports, but he may soon face pressure as analysts warn of its economic impact barely a month before Election Day.
Tens of thousands of dockworkers went on strike Tuesday on the East Coast and Gulf of Mexico, demanding higher pay and protections against the automation of port work. The effects on domestic supply chains and the broader economy are expected to increase with every additional day the strike lasts, but negotiators remain at loggerheads.
Biden told reporters Tuesday that he would not use a federal labor law to force the longshoremen back to work, and the White House has thus far focused public attention on big profits of the international shipping lines that make up the maritime alliance negotiating with the workers. But whether -- or how long -- the president will stick to this posture has become a source of speculation in Washington, as Democrats try to project economic stability ahead of the November election.
Without a deal soon, Biden may face difficult choices around his allegiance to union workers and Democrats' need to win the November election: Disruptions to the economy could upset voters, but Democrats are also counting on union turnout this fall.
Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic nominee for president, said in a statement Wednesday that "this strike is about fairness," calling for "a fair share" of shipping profits for union workers and blasting her Republican opponent, former president Donald Trump, for his overall record on labor issues when he was in the White House.
"This could end up being quite disruptive at a very sensitive moment for the campaign," said Bill Galston, who served as an economic policy aide to President Bill Clinton. "The question of what Biden wants to do might be wrapped up with what would serve the interests of the person who wants to be his successor. I'm sure he wants to do right by the union, but there are other interests at play, and right now, this is a game for all the marbles."
Biden on Tuesday urged the port employers to produce an offer to the striking workers that includes a "meaningful increase" in their wages, citing the dangerous work they did during the pandemic.

White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said on Oct. 1 that the Biden administration believes striking longshoremen should "get their fair share."


White House spokeswoman Karine Jean-Pierre told reporters Tuesday that shippers' profits have grown 800 percent since the pandemic, with similar increases in executive compensation and shareholder returns. Asked whether the president would consider invoking Taft-Hartley, the 1947 labor law that could give Biden authority to end the strike, Jean-Pierre said: "We have not used Taft-Hartley, and we aren't planning to."
Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, who has been involved in conversations with the union and the management alliance, said the sides do not appear to be far apart on pay raises. Their most recent statements suggest the union is seeking less than $5 an hour more than what managers have offered.
"A gap in that neighborhood can be bridged," Buttigieg told The Washington Post in an interview. "Our sense is that if the economic issues can be bridged to get them in the same territory, then the rest can be resolved at the table."
While longshoremen are relatively well paid, often commanding six-figure incomes, Buttigieg said it's not unreasonable for them to seek significant raises after working through the most dangerous phase of the pandemic -- when shippers made record profits.
"There are strong positions and strong personalities here, but I also think there's a shared understanding of the importance of getting to a deal," Buttigieg said. "I also believe that the gravity of the hurricane situation has added to a sense of both sides that it's really important to come to terms."
Most analysts do not expect consumers to immediately feel the effects of the strike, which could buy the White House some time as talks continue. The overall impact to the nation's economy is likely to remain small -- possibly less than half a percentage point of the gross domestic product -- even if the impasse stretches several months, said Joe Brusuelas, chief economist at accounting firm RSM.
It's hard to see the president reversing himself on an issue core to his political identity. Biden has for decades been a stalwart defender of labor rights, repeatedly vowing to be the most "pro-union" president in U.S. history. He became the first sitting president to walk a picket line last year, joining the striking United Auto Workers, and he has backed union legislation on everything from government contracts to new public infrastructure. Longtime White House aides routinely describe Biden as personally committed to maintaining close ties to labor.
Ordering the unions back to work could backfire politically. Many board members of the shipping association involved in the strike are foreign firms, which may give Biden greater latitude to blame them rather than workers for any disruption.
"This is a very close election, and to win, Democrats needs Wisconsin and Michigan and other industrial states. If workers don't go to the polls because they're angry about what Biden did in the dockworkers strike, it could be devastating for the party," said Kate Bronfenbrenner, director of labor education research at Cornell University.
Still, a prolonged disruption could reprise some of the most politically damaging scenes from the Biden administration. Harris has narrowed Trump's lead in polls, but voters have for years been angry over inflation and the goods shortages that emerged in 2021 and 2022 amid supply chain disruptions. The rate of price increases is returning to normal, but many items cost far more now than they did when Biden took office.
And some of the strike's impacts have been visible, with backlogs of ships anchored off major East Coast trade hubs. Fourteen major ports covered by the union contract make up over half of the country's cargo container trade -- serving as crucial nodes in supply chains that connect the United States to the global economy.
"A major port strike runs the risk of pushing inflation back up, which would obviously be unwelcome for the incumbent party," said Adam Ozimek, chief economist at the bipartisan Economic Innovation Group. "An approach to industry highly deferential to labor unions risks undermining other policy goals, and this is something we've seen before from the Biden administration."
Ian Duncan and Lauren Kaori Gurley contributed to this report.
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Medicare Advantage giant Humana reels after ratings cut 
The insurer's stock sank to its lowest level in more than a decade after the federal government lowered the rating for one of its most popular plans.
By Taylor Telford | 2024-10-03

Humana's logo at the New York Stock Exchange on Dec. 6, when the company traded at close to $500 a share. The stock has fallen by roughly 50 percent since then. (Brendan McDermid/Reuters)


One of the country's largest providers of private Medicare plans saw its stock sink to its lowest level in 15 years after the federal government cut the rating for one of its most popular offerings.
Shares of Humana plunged Wednesday after the company revealed in a filing to the Securities and Exchange Commission that only 1.6 million people -- about a quarter of its members -- are signed up for Medicare Advantage plans rated four stars or higher for 2025. This year, 94 percent of its members are enrolled in them.
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) gives ratings from one to five stars, based on criteria such as "how well the plans' network providers manage member health care," member satisfaction and "plan administration," which reflects how well the plan is run. Higher-rated plans yield bigger bonus payments for insurers, which can significantly affect their revenue.
"Although our quality measures are still very high, performance improvements across the industry and CMS methodology changes have raised the bar for achieving 4- and 5- Star performance for many measures," Humana said Wednesday in a statement emailed to The Washington Post. "We have initiatives already underway to improve our performance for future Star ratings."
Enrollment in Medicare Advantage has more than doubled since 2010, according to researcher KFF, with last year marking the first time that more than half of all eligible Medicare consumers were covered through the privately run plans.
KFF estimates that Humana has about 18 percent of the Medicare Advantage market, second only to UnitedHealthcare's 29 percent.
Humana attributed some of its woes to a pending ratings cut to a plan accounting for 45 percent of its Medicare Advantage membership, citing preliminary data released by CMS on Tuesday that said the plan's rating is slated to fall from 4.5 stars to 3.5 stars in 2025.
The lower rating for its primary Medicare Advantage contract could take a big bite out of Humana's earnings in 2026 because it risks falling below the level that nets the company a government rebate. Such bonuses will total at least $11.8 billion in payments to insurers this year, including $2.5 billion to Humana, KFF estimates. That is roughly equivalent to Humana's total net income for 2023.
Sarah James, a stock analyst with Cantor Fitzgerald, called Humana's drop-off in four- and five-star enrollments "shocking," and estimated that it could affect nearly $3 billion in 2026 bonus funds for Humana.
"It will be very challenging to offset the loss of bonus money, even with plan design cuts and potential premiums," James wrote Wednesday in an analysis shared with The Post.
Humana has challenged the CMS assessment and appealed some results, saying the regulator may have erred in calculations.
In June, CMS said it would recalculate ratings in the wake of two federal court cases questioning the regulator's methodology for 2024 ratings. That do-over will net hundreds of millions more taxpayer dollars for insurers next year. CMS is expected to release star ratings for next year in the coming weeks.
CMS did not immediately respond to a request for comment from The Post.
The lower rating won't affect Humana's performance until 2026, but the company said it was "disappointed with its performance and has initiatives underway focused on improving its operating discipline and returning to an industry leading Stars position as quickly as possible."
Humana's shares were down more than 17 percent at one point Wednesday and were still down more than 11 percent in the afternoon. The stock has fallen almost 50 percent year to date.
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U.S. court opens door for more election betting this fall
The betting site KalshiEx wins a legal battle against the CFTC, which had sought to block some political wagers.
By Tony Romm | 2024-10-02

The headquarters of the Commodity Futures Trading Commission in Washington, D.C. (Andrew Kelly/Reuters)


A federal court on Wednesday opened the door for a raft of new, potentially massive wagers on the 2024 election, rebuffing federal regulators who had warned that an influx of money in politics could threaten the integrity of the upcoming vote.
The ruling delivered a major win for KalshiEx, an online betting marketplace that has warred with the Biden administration as part of a wider, aggressive lobbying push to permit more election betting in the United States.
Kalshi specializes in event contracts, which allow traders to wager money on the probability of certain occurrences -- like the number of major storms this year, or the potential recipients of Oscar nominations for best actor. It took steps to wade into electoral politics in 2023, seeking that June to allow users to bet on which party would take control of Congress.
The site at the time proposed to permit certain established investors to stake up to $100 million on those bets, according to an application filed with the Commodity Futures Trading Commission, which regulates Kalshi as an exchange. In doing so, the company said it hoped to create a novel market -- one that would enable major businesses or traders to hedge any political risks they might face depending on the future trajectory of Washington.
But the CFTC soon intervened, moving to block Kalshi from allowing election betting as part of a broad crackdown against the practice. In a statement explaining the agency's move, Chairman Rostin Behnam said Kalshi's proposal threatened to "reduce key facets of the democratic process to a source of revenue for some."
The denial prompted Kalshi to sue the CFTC, and a federal judge this September ultimately sided with the company. Immediately, the CFTC returned to court, requesting an emergency halt to any new election wagering as the government prepares its appeal ahead of the election. But a federal appeals court in Washington denied that motion on Wednesday, potentially opening the door for betting to begin just as some voters receive their mail-in ballots.
Acknowledging the CFTC's "understandable" concerns about election integrity, the judges ruled that federal regulators had not "substantiated" their claims that any harms "are likely to materialize" if Kalshi allows such wagers.
A spokeswoman for Kalshi did not immediately respond to a request for comment. It is unclear if the exchange still plans to allow massive bets on the 2024 election -- or if it has changed the event contract it plans to offer.
But the company's founder, Tarek Mansour, celebrated the decision earlier Wednesday on the social media site X.
The CFTC declined to comment.
Its defeat in court comes as regulators ready new rules that would broadly ban election-related betting on commercial exchanges under its watch. Citing a lack of staff and resources, the agency previously has warned it is unequipped to monitor political markets for fraud or manipulation.
The outcome troubled Democratic lawmakers and watchdog groups, including Better Markets, which had argued that election betting opens the door to manipulation -- allowing malicious actors to try to influence voters' decisions in pursuit of potential profits.
"When we reduce our democracy to a horse race for the ultrarich and huge corporations to bet on, we demolish the integrity of our democratic process and put corporate profits over people," Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.) said in a statement. "This ruling comes almost 30 days before one of the most consequential elections in our nation's history and opens the door to this terrifying practice."
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Vance says immigrants caused a housing shortage. Economists disagree.
The housing market has been upended since the pandemic, but not because of migration.
By Rachel Siegel | 2024-10-02

Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) speaks during the vice-presidential debate Tuesday night in New York. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Throughout Tuesday's vice-presidential debate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) blamed soaring housing costs on a spike in immigration over the past few years -- promising that a crackdown on illegal immigration and "kicking out illegal immigrants who are competing for those homes" would help affordability.
"Twenty-five million illegal aliens competing with Americans for scarce homes is one of the most significant drivers of home prices in the country," Vance said.
That claim has been debunked by economists and housing experts, who say that other forces have played a much bigger role in driving up prices and that illegal immigration is not a top reason prices are high. Immigration may be helping to keep rents elevated in some areas, though.
Foreign-born workers also make up roughly a third of the construction workforce, a crucial part of the push to build millions of new homes and fix years-long shortages. That means the strict immigration crackdown Vance and former president Donald Trump are proposing could send prices even higher.
"I don't think [new immigrants] are demanding the same type of dwellings that are pulling up prices," said Dany Bahar, an economist at Brown University and nonresident senior fellow at the Brookings Institution. "These people are not competing for the same households as middle-class Americans."
Immigration has undoubtedly changed the U.S. economy, especially since the pandemic. About 50 percent of the labor market's extraordinary recent growth came from foreign-born workers between January 2023 and January 2024, according to an Economic Policy Institute analysis of federal data. Before that, by the middle of 2022, the foreign-born labor force had grown so fast that it closed the gap created by the pandemic, according to research from the San Francisco Fed.
In February, estimates from the Congressional Budget Office said the U.S. labor force will increase by 5.2 million people by 2033, thanks especially to net immigration. The economy is projected to grow by $7 trillion more over the next decade than it would have without new influxes of immigrants, according to the CBO.
A larger population, in turn, creates more demand for housing and other services. CBO research from July noted that higher immigration raises state and local governments' spending -- particularly on education, health care and housing -- more than it increases their revenue.
Yet housing options for new immigrants, including many undocumented workers in lower-wage jobs, are often distinct from the broader market that native-born workers deal with. Mark Zandi, chief economist at Moody's Analytics, noted that many new immigrants come to the United States with few financial resources and little income. They often double- or triple-up with friends or family in a single home. They are also far less likely to be able to buy a home, which can require a sizable down payment and enough credit history to get a mortgage.
That can mean more pressure for the rental market, where affordability issues are also front and center.
In testimony before Congress last month, Steven A. Camarota, director of research for the conservative Center for Immigration Studies, tied the post-pandemic run-up in rental costs to the growing number of immigrant renters.
"This is certainly consistent with the possibility that immigration, including illegal immigration, has significantly increased housing prices in areas of heavy immigrant settlement," Camarota said.
Yet it's not clear exactly how much immigration has influenced the overall rental market.
Rent costs shot up in 2021 and 2022 on the heels of the pandemic, as people reconsidered where they wanted to live and suddenly competed for the same units. But new leases have since stabilized considerably, and rates are even falling in some cities. On average, apartments are slightly cheaper today than they were one year ago, according to Apartment List's rental tracker, and have stayed in the red for months.
During the debate, Vance alluded to what he said was a Federal Reserve study that "really drills down on the connection between increased levels of migration, especially illegal immigration, and higher housing prices." After the debate, he posted a May 2024 speech by Fed Governor Michelle Bowman in which she seemed a bit less certain, saying, "Given the current low inventory of affordable housing, the inflow of new immigrants to some geographic areas could result in upward pressure on rents, as additional housing supply may take time to materialize."
Vance seemed to be referring to the for-sale market, which has been in the throes of a different kind of upheaval. When the Fed slashed interest rates to near zero at the beginning of the pandemic, mortgage rates fell, meaning scores of home buyers locked in rates around 3 or 4 percent. Then, rates went on an upward tear as the Fed hoisted borrowing costs to tame inflation, peaking around 8 percent last fall.
The result: Millions of homeowners who might otherwise have sold their homes stayed put to keep their low mortgages. That "lock-in" effect could soon start to undo itself, as interest rates drop. But that may also inject more demand into the market, making it harder for lower-income and first-time buyers to get in.
The Trump campaign did not immediately respond to a request for comment on Vance's remarks.
Zoomed out, experts broadly agree that the country needs more housing. Vice President Kamala Harris says she wants to help build 3 million new homes, give state and local governments incentives to invest in housing, and create a multibillion-dollar tax credit program to make affordable projects pencil out for builders. The campaign has also promoted a $25,000 assistance plan to help first-time buyers.
Some economists have criticized those plans as having the potential to juice demand and drive prices up, though.
During the debate, Walz said that "we can't blame immigrants for the only reason" housing has become unaffordable.
"The fact of the matter is that we don't have enough naturally affordable housing. But we can make sure that the government's there to help kick-start it," Walz said.
White House Council of Economic Advisers Chair Jared Bernstein said Vance doesn't understand the housing market, telling The Washington Post, "If you get the diagnosis wrong, as Vance did, you'll never solve the problem."
Housing policy doesn't just fall to the federal government -- it's more like a tangled web of state and local laws, including zoning. But building new homes requires workers.
Trump's proposals to deport millions of undocumented immigrants -- which would be exceedingly difficult to carry out -- would bring major consequences for the construction industry and the overall housing market if he succeeds. In a widely cited February paper, researchers at the University of Utah and the University of Wisconsin found that higher immigration enforcement reduced the number of construction workers and led to less home building and higher home prices. The paper also found that "undocumented labor is a complement to domestic labor," and that deporting undocumented construction workers also cut back on the labor supplied by domestic workers.
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At just $13, this citrusy sauvignon blanc is a delightful find
This week's wine recommendations also include a crisp Slovenian white wine and sublime California sauvignon blanc worth the splurge.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-10-03

FROM LEFT: La Marina Cuvee Oceane 2023; Marjan Simcic Ribolla Classic 2022; Progressive Wine Co. Cohort No. 3 Sauvignon Blanc 2023. (Rey Lopez /for The Washington Post)


Three outstanding whites with increasing intensity make up our lineup this week: A crisp, light blend ideal for casual sipping and weeknight dining, a mountain wine from Slovenia and a full-throated sauvignon blanc from California.
Cotes de Gascogne, France, $13
Bright and citrusy, this affordable wine has an eye-catching straw gold color in the glass, and is ideal for casual sipping or pairing with lighter fare. As the name suggests, seafood is called for. Alcohol by volume: 11 percent. Bottle weight: 415 grams (Light).
Imported and distributed locally by Elite Wines.
Brda, Slovenia, $29
The Simcic family has been tending their vineyards in Slovenia since 1860, benefiting from mountain influence and Mediterranean breezes. This ribolla combines wildflowers with pears and mountain herbs into a bracing white wine. ABV: 13 percent. BW: 415 grams (Light).
Imported and distributed locally by Banville Wine Merchants.
Russian River Valley, Sonoma County, Calif., $34
Progressive Wine Co. is the private label of The Urban Grape, a retail outlet in Boston and Washington D.C. Owners TJ and Hadley Douglas sponsor a scholarship for BIPOC students to learn winemaking in California and market the students' wines under the Progressive Wine Co. label. Judging from this fantastic sauvignon blanc (and an equally exciting pinot noir), there is a bright future for these young winemakers. This wine rocks tropical fruit flavors of mango and passion fruit, with an edge of jalapeno the variety is known for. With great intensity and finish, this is top-notch wine. ABV: 13.5 percent. BW: 485 grams (Light).
Available at The Urban Grape in Boston and Washington D.C., and online.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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New Orleans loves a Sazerac cocktail, but it deserves more love
The official drink of New Orleans is a classic for a reason.
By M. Carrie Allan | 2024-10-03

Jewel Sazerac. (Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


The first time I ordered a Sazerac, a New Orleans cocktail with a hundred-plus-year history, I wondered if someone was messing with me. The liquid in the glass glowed a rich auburn, but there appeared to be scarcely a gulp left. Had the bartender consumed half the drink before sliding it over? Where was the ice?
This was long before I'd become a regular visitor to New Orleans and a frequent patron of bars serving Sazeracs, before the drink was declared the city's official cocktail in 2008. I know better now: What I saw was a feature, not a bug. As a T-shirt from a past Tales of the Cocktail conference proclaims, beneath an image of a Sazerac -- a few fingers of bitters-reddened liquid in a rocks glass, no ice, a lemon twist jaunty on the rim -- "The glass is always half full."
Like many, I turn to darker spirits as fall settles in. While some shift their closets toward sweaters and earth tones, I shuffle my bottles, bringing whiskeys and other wood-aged spirits into more frequent rotation -- Manhattans, Old Fashioneds and their Crescent City cousins.
Get the recipes: Cure Sazerac, Jewel Sazerac and Bananarac

Cure Sazerac. (Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


The Sazerac is a member of the Old Fashioned family, per Neal Bodenheimer, author of a book about New Orleans cocktails, owner of Cure and other bars in the city -- including Peychaud's, inside a French Quarter building where Antoine Amedee Peychaud, the pharmacist who created the eponymous bitters in the 1800s, once lived. But its preparation has come to be specifically associated with New Orleans. "The Sazerac treatment" typically means an absinthe-rinsed glass, Peychaud's bitters and a twist of lemon -- a flavor profile that many New Orleanians recognize, at a sip, as a taste of home.
These days, the ingredients in a classic Sazerac -- rye, Peychaud's, sugar, and absinthe or a stand-in -- are pretty easy for most American consumers to lay hands on. "The devil's in the details to make a great one, but anyone can make a Sazerac," Bodenheimer says.
In the bartending world, the drink is beloved for its history, both real and fake. The Sazerac dates far back enough into the swampy depths of cocktail lore that for a long time, many believed it to have been the very first cocktail, and that it had been created by Peychaud himself. Both of these myths have been debunked by cocktail historians such as David Wondrich and Philip Greene; pay no heed to tourism sites or internet search results that suggest otherwise.
Pay heed, instead, to the drink itself, which beyond New Orleans still seems under-respected, especially when you consider its Old Fashioned bones. When I first started getting into cocktails, the Old Fashioned was surging after decades of being dismissed as the dad jeans of drinks. But the Sazerac, which has a way cooler name -- "Sazerac" sounds like what you'd shout at a duck to turn it into a gryphon -- has never gotten the same traction. Most of the die-hard Saz fans I know are New Orleanians, bartenders or both.
I suspect it's the anise that's narrowed its appeal. Both absinthe and Peychaud's bitters (distinct from Angostura, which has more baking-spice notes) contain a strong note, which generates love and hate akin to that inflamed by cilantro.
Those anise flavors are common in the drinking culture of the Levant, thanks to Arak, an anise spirit common in the region. When Chris Hassaan Francke was developing the Green Zone, his Middle Eastern bar in D.C., he thought of the original Sazerac when he was "trying to figure out how to Middle Eastern-ify these drinks, he says. "in this one, it's right there in the name." The Green Zone has its Saz'iraq as a fixture on its menu; it keeps the rye but replaces the sweetener with date syrup, a common Iraqi ingredient, and the absinthe with Arak mixed with a housemade Chartreuse.

Bananarac cocktail. (Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


My favorite modern riff is the cognac and rye-based Bananarac, created by Natasha David, beverage creative director at Happier Hospitality, while she was at Death and Company in New York. It's a great entry point for those fearful of anise -- the recipe includes a smidgen of a rich banana liqueur as a counterpoint.
These drinks, while delicious, are not true Sazeracs. To convey how strongly people feel about protecting the real Sazerac, let's talk garnish: Years ago I stumbled onto a web forum where aficionados were arguing furiously about whether the lemon peel should be expressed over the drink and then discarded, or placed into the drink to serve.
Bodenheimer acknowledges his own evolution. "A Sazerac tastes really good with an orange peel," he says, "and when I was a younger bartender I'd be like, 'Let me make you one with an orange peel.' Now I would never do that. As New Orleanians, we're preservationists ... We used to have a saying at Cure that 'Nothing is sacred.' And then, over time, it was more like 'Nothing is sacred, except maybe the Sazerac.'"
At Cure, they set the peel -- the lemon peel -- on the rim of the glass. Sometimes it falls in. The drink changes substantially depending on what happens to that lemon peel, he says: "If the peel goes in, you get a snappier, more acidic version. If you put the peel aside, you get a richer, rounder, more luxurious version."

Jewel Sazerac (batched cocktail). (Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Having loved the somewhat rule-breaking Sazerac at the James Beard-winning Jewel of the South this summer, I asked owner Chris Hannah, long one of the best-known bartenders in New Orleans, for his take. "It is a huge debate," he confirms. "There is a 'twist in' and a 'twist out' camp, and I'm always gonna be 'twist in.'"
At the French 75 Bar at Arnaud's, where Hannah ran the cocktail program for years, they once had customers from Boston who praised the drinks, but told a server that they couldn't believe they were putting the lemon twist inside the Sazerac. A bartender up north had told them it was the Wrong Way. "I have a problem with these kids coming down here, where the drink was invented," and correcting how people are making it, he says.
After Hurricane Katrina, as the city was rebuilding and local women were starting a roller derby team, friends on the team told him they wanted their team name to be the Sazerac Attack. "They were going to be in crimson red jerseys, skating around the rink with yellow hats," Hannah recalls. "After that I was like, 'You can go ahead and say whatever you want.' For me, it's iconic to see that crimson red drink with a lemon peel in it. It's a pride thing. It's a New Orleans thing. The peel's not gonna ruin the drink. The only thing that's gonna ruin the drink is you thinking you can improve it."
I can't tell you how relieved I was, hearing this story, that Hannah hadn't been behind the bar when I was first served a Sazerac, and wondered why half of it was missing.
Get the recipes: Cure Sazerac, Jewel Sazerac and Bananarac
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Ask Sahaj: Mother-in-law hides her gay son's husband from the extended family
What do you say to your mother-in-law who is keeping her gay son's husband a secret from the extended family?
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-10-03

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj, I am getting increasingly frustrated with my husband's immigrant parents. My brother-in-law, their son, is gay and has been married to a man for almost six years. Only a few members of the family know. For years, my MIL has been saying that she's "not ready." Meanwhile, their son seldom joins us for frequent, large family parties because his husband is still a secret.
My MIL is definitely the matriarch of this large South Asian family. Family members listen to her, seek her advice and are afraid of her to varying degrees. I think they would follow her lead in continuing to love her son -- which she does!
Yes, my husband should take the lead here but what can he or I say? For additional context, I'm not South Asian and don't share their religion, but I have been accepted so I know they can do this!
-- Wants The Whole Family Together
WTWFT: I understand the impulse to want to step in and do something. And while I believe being an active ally is a tremendous and wonderful thing, you want to be mindful of stepping in to ease your own discomfort versus stepping in because it's needed and would be appreciated. Did something happen to make this feel like a particularly pressing issue now after six years?
A good first step is for you and your husband to have an explicit conversation about this. Six years is a long time ... long enough for there to be a status quo that has been accepted by each family member. Are you both on the same page about being frustrated and wanting to take action to help find a resolution to this issue? Even more, are you both ready? Wanting something to change and being ready to actively change something are two different things, and you want to be honest with your husband about where you are in this and feel out where he is. This may require many conversations about your husband's relationship with his mom, concerns about speaking up, and more.
After talking to each other, consider reaching out to your brother-in-law together. Talk to him and his husband about how they're doing and if there's anything you and your husband can do to support them. Build and nurture that relationship with them if you haven't already. It's possible that your actions, or more so your inaction, are contributing to the issue and reinforcing their beliefs that the whole family accepts their being left out. It's also likely they are on their own journey of navigating this dynamic and it may look differently for them; they may even be comfortable with how things are. Familiarize yourself with stories of South Asian folks coming out to their family so the burden isn't on your brother-in-law to educate you. At the same time, be curious, consistent, and vocal about wanting to be supportive.
If you decide a conversation with your mother-in-law is the best next step, your husband should take the lead, but you can approach his mom as a united front. Have more vulnerable conversations with his mom (him alone, or both of you together) about how she accepted you and use that as a model for accepting your brother-in-law. It may even help to validate her feelings and address some of the fears she has. She sounds scared and more focused on what's at stake when everyone knows about your brother-in-law's relationship (like judgment or ostracization from family or community) than how much this is hurting your family and brother-in-law. Continue to bring the conversation back to your brother-in-law if this is a fear she always brings up. Even more, consider what you can do instead of say. Educate yourself and continuously share resources, like Desi Rainbow, to help her. Consider joining a free support group with her (in the comfort of her home) to meet and normalize the experience of other South Asian American parents with gay kids.
Homophobia is still such a prevalent issue in South Asian families. Your mother-in-law has probably come to find comfort in this division of her family because it allows her to have all the relationships important to her without risking any of them. Challenging that can be painful and difficult and won't happen overnight.
There may come a point where you and your husband have to decide what you're willing to tolerate and what behaviors you are willing to engage in to back up your feelings. Talking about it is great, but it's possible that nothing will come of these conversations. So ultimately, you may decide that you're going to be joining family functions less, or you may start to spend more holidays with just your brother-in-law and his husband. These actions may speak louder than words and help urge your mother-in-law to confront her current choices. It can also help the both of you step into your role as an ally. Good luck.
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A divorced couple cohabitated during the pandemic -- and fell back in love
The forced proximity of lockdown led to a lot of breakups. But it reminded this duo why they chose each other in the first place.
By Rachel Kurzius | 2024-10-03
Surrounded by family on a beach in Carlsbad, Calif., one evening in August, Mitchell Fonberg got down on bended knee.
"It's not often you get a second chance at love," he told Caryn Fonberg as the sun set over the Pacific Ocean behind them. "You're the best person in the whole world, and I want to spend the rest of my life with you."
It wasn't the first time Mitchell had asked Caryn to tie the knot. In December 1995, he hid a ring in a gift-filled bag at a Hanukkah celebration. They married the following May during a jubilant ceremony attended by 400 friends and family in Dallas. Then in 2010, they told a much smaller crowd -- their two young kids -- that they were divorcing. Both separately refer to that day as the worst of their lives.
Their journey back to one another is thanks in no small part to an unlikely source: the pandemic. For many relationships, the shutdown acted like an accelerant. New relationships intensified quickly or fizzled out entirely. And the forced proximity meant that longer-term partners saw cracks in their bond that might have otherwise stayed hidden. For the Fonbergs, though, it instigated a living arrangement that wouldn't be out of place in a romance novel.
During the spring of 2020, Mitchell and Caryn, who by then lived states apart, hunkered down in Mitchell's mid-century modern Dallas home with their then-college-aged kids. Amid family viewings of "The Bachelor," shared dinners and nights spent chatting over the firepit -- and years removed from the simmering resentments that had caused their split -- Mitchell and Caryn remembered the admiration and glee that compelled them to choose each other in the first place.

Caryn and Mitchell's first date was a boating outing with friends in 1995. (Desiree Rios for The Washington Post)


Their initial meeting was a fleeting run-in at a singles event in 1995. Mitchell, then 38, wasn't quite available that evening -- he had been set up with an acquaintance of Caryn's. Three months later, the two chatted at another singles event (clearly, the setup wasn't a success). He called afterward to ask her out. Their first date was boating with friends.
"She had this little spunk and sparkle in her eye," Mitchell says. "She's just got this little 'it' factor. Yeah, I had a feeling from the very beginning, which was unusual. I've never had that before."
They quickly learned they had similar values and were both active in the local Jewish community.
"I just remember seeing him when I walked down the aisle. ... I was probably more in awe than anything, you know, like I can't believe this is happening to me," says Caryn, who is about 10 years younger than Mitchell. "Going through life, I don't feel like I was chosen a lot ... but I felt like I was chosen by Mitchell."
They describe their early married life as happy. Their son Blake was born in 1998, followed by Jenna in 2000. They both loved their kids but felt overwhelmed. Their lives -- and their relationship -- significantly changed.
"I just thought she knew what she was doing. She thought I knew what I was doing," Mitchell says. "But neither of us knew what we were doing."
Mitchell worked full time running his family's real estate investment firm and Caryn sought part-time work, in addition to caring for the kids. She envisioned that in the evenings, Mitchell would come home and the family would eat dinner together. It rarely panned out that way.
In hindsight, Mitchell wishes he had better appreciated how taxing Caryn's days were. "I would work and then I'd come home and she'd be like, 'Here, he's yours.' You know, like I'm exhausted; I didn't understand that. So I was like, 'I worked all day, too,'" he says. "I get it now. There's no job harder than being a mother."
It became a self-reinforcing cycle. "In my mind, I wanted us to be like a family unit all the time and go do things all the time," Caryn says. "Now I know, like, his stimulation levels -- like it was overwhelming for him to do that all the time. So I think I started resenting that, and he was probably resenting the fact that I wanted that."

Caryn and Mitchell's relationship struggles began after they had kids. "I just thought she knew what she was doing. She thought I knew what I was doing," Mitchell says. "But neither of us knew what we were doing." (Desiree Rios for The Washington Post)


Blake and Jenna have mostly good memories of their early childhood. Blake remembers lying in bed with his dad and sister, listening to radio host Delilah's nightly call-in show. But he also recalls hearing his parents bicker -- even though they tried to hide it from him.
A self-described "nosy kid," Blake would put his ear up to their door. "I'd question them a lot, just in general. I'd be like, 'Do you guys promise you'll never get a divorce?' I was always scared of a divorce from a very young age."
Mitchell and Caryn tried couples therapy multiple times, but found themselves at an impasse and decided to divorce in 2010. They pledged to always put the kids -- then 12 and 10 -- first and meticulously planned how to break the news.
It was a tough day. "I remember them taking us into the playroom and telling us and I think I said like I was never going to talk to them again," Jenna says. "Definitely, it broke my heart."
Blake held onto a lot of anger, especially toward his dad, whom he blamed for his mother's sadness. It didn't help that Mitchell started dating again within the Dallas Jewish community. Caryn hatched a plan to decamp for Colorado, where the man she was dating lived, after Jenna graduated high school. "I didn't want to be a part of everything," she says. "It was just too hard to see him out."
As far as divorces go, though, Mitchell and Caryn stayed on good terms: They still communicated about their kids and attended their school events. They often did holidays together. Neither saw themselves getting married again.
Jenna says that friends who saw them interact were surprised that her parents were divorced. Blake held out hope that his parents might get back together. "He, growing up, would always say to me, 'They're gonna get back ... together one day,'" says Jenna, who was skeptical and would tell him as much. "I didn't want him to get so excited in his head because I know that's exactly what he wanted to happen. Of course, I wanted that to happen, too."

Jenna Fonberg, 23, and her brother, Blake Fonberg, 26, work from their parents' Dallas home during a recent visit. (Desiree Rios for The Washington Post)


In early March 2020, Caryn came to Dallas to attend a bar mitzvah. She would stay with herparents, who lived near Mitchell, during her visits.
When the pandemic hit, though, the kids landed back at Mitchell's, and Caryn remained in Dallas. At first, she would pop over to the house for a meal and then head back to her parents'. But Mitchell made a compelling case: The best time with the kids happened in the in-between moments. "And I said, 'Well, why don't you just stay over? Start sleeping over, because that way you're there in the morning, you're there when they go to sleep,'" he says.
Caryn agreed, and all four Fonbergs were living in the same house for the first time in a decade. This time, there was no rushing to and from. The pandemic ensured that they were all together, all the time.

Caryn and Mitchell divorced in 2010, but when the pandemic hit in 2020, they ended up sharing Mitchell's Dallas home with their kids Jenna and Blake. (Desiree Rios for The Washington Post)


Mitchell and Caryn each began noticing some of the ways the decade had changed the other for the better. Caryn saw Mitchell operate with more emotional intelligence. Mitchell marveled at Caryn's competence and loved watching her be a mom to their kids.
"He said something to me like, 'Gosh, Car, you can do anything,'" Caryn says. " I remember saying to him, 'Oh my God, I used to wish you would look at me in that way when we were younger,' ... and I remember saying, 'and I probably wasn't doing [what it took] to get that kind of response.' He goes, 'but I probably didn't notice.' You know, he took responsibility, and I took responsibility."
After Blake and Jenna went to bed, sometimes their parents would stay up late to chat and watch television shows together. But they had separate bedrooms and maintain that the relationship was still platonic.
"They both were starting to understand each other more as friends, without the pressure of having to maintain ... a romantic relationship," Blake says. "The four of us kind of grew into this unit of friendship."
Even after the immediate lockdown subsided and their bubble popped, Mitchell and Caryn continued spending time together. They'd send Blake and Jenna photos of them at dinner or socializing with mutual friends. The kids weren't quite sure whether it was a continuation of the friendliness they had observed or something else entirely.
When both parents contracted covid-19 in late 2021, they shacked up together at Mitchell's and ordered takeout food to ride out the illness. (They still had separate bedrooms, per Caryn and Mitchell.)

After the lockdown subsided and their bubble popped, Mitchell and Caryn continued spending time together. (Desiree Rios for The Washington Post)


So what was the big moment? The equivalent of the romance movie's airport chase scene? It wasn't quite that dramatic. Imagine instead more than a year of small signals, of noticing subtle changes you admire and remembering the joy of an old inside joke. How the heavy weight of history can feel light when you share it and how the privilege of time grants you the empathy you once lacked.
Ultimately, one conversation solidified that Mitchell and Caryn were ready to Do This. That they were willing to risk the happy friendship for the promise of something more.
Mitchell's father, who had always loved Caryn, was dying. She was sitting outside when Mitchell approached. "He's like, 'I love you. There's nothing more in life [than] when I look at the kids and I look at us and when we're together as a family unit. ... I just don't want to spend my life with anyone else,'" Caryn recalls.

As a child, Blake dreamed of getting his parents back together. (Desiree Rios for The Washington Post)


But even after they got back together romantically, Caryn didn't expect a proposal. Blake, who still loves to intervene, played a part. He was thrilled that his childhood dream was coming true, but he was also a little terrified -- what would happen if it didn't work out again and the equilibrium they had all built shattered?
Blake wanted to see a more official commitment, ideally in the form of a ring. At first, Mitchell didn't see the necessity. But after lots of chats with his son, he realized how meaningful it would be to his family to make it official. This time, he wanted to say, was forever. His understanding of love had expanded in the nearly three decades since their first marriage; it's a feeling, sure, but what really matters is what you do with it.
When Mitchell got down on one knee in the Carlsbad sand, Caryn was shocked. It felt different than the first time. "This time it's like, 'Oh my God, oh my God.' Like we're solidifying our love and this peace and what we have," she says. "And I feel so grateful that I found him and that we've chosen each other."
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Miss Manners: Should you offer to pay friends for hosting a season-long tailgate?
A letter writer wonders if they're taking advantage of their friends' hospitality by not offering to pay for the tailgates they attend.








By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-10-03
Dear Miss Manners: We have some friends who regularly host a tailgate party in the parking lot of the college football stadium near our house. We walk to the tailgate, and then go home once the game begins.
Hosting this tailgate is "their thing," and they seem to enjoy being hosts.
Our other interactions with these friends center on our young children, and rarely involve a meal as substantial as what is offered at the tailgate.
Normally, I would think it rude to try to pay a host for the food and drink we consume. However, given that this is a regular event, and that we are not able to host an event of similar cost and effort to return the favor, would it be appropriate to offer to pay them back for our season-long party attendance?
Tell them how generous their tailgating parties are, and ask if there is any -- unspecified -- way in which you can take some of the burden off them. When they say they are happy to host, Miss Manners recommends falling back to a dinner invitation that does not involve the children.
Dear Miss Manners: I moved to a new city and am lining up new physicians for me and my family. I have noticed that several doctors introduce themselves with their titles, but address me using my first name. For example, "Hi Ann, I'm Dr. Smith."
I don't mind the use of my first name, but I would also assume if the doctor feels comfortable using my first name, they should feel comfortable with me using theirs.
That doesn't seem to be the case. I tried that at my last appointment and the doctor seemed completely taken aback. Was I rude to address the doctor by first name?
Trust Miss Manners when she assures you that you would have had even more fun if you had addressed your new physician as Dr. Smith but asked that she address you as Mrs. Jones in return. In response to the shocked look on her face you could then have innocently explained that it was just a question of mutual respect.
Dear Miss Manners: How should I react when an acquaintance begins to tell me a story he has told before, and that I don't care to hear again from start to finish?
I usually smile, gasp and interrupt him at the sentence break with a "Right!" as if he's reminding me of the most charming anecdote I've ever heard.
Simply telling him I've heard the story before seems blunt, and pretending I've never heard it is a lie. I'm sure you're in this position often and have prepared a graceful response.
Listening to a regurgitated story politely may be tedious, but calling it a lie strikes Miss Manners as overly dramatic.
It is not impolite to say, "Yes, you mentioned that!" so long as you can express it with genuine good nature, being sure to include the exclamation point.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2024/10/03/miss-manners-pay-friends-hosting-tailgate/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Asking Eric: Daughter ghosted after $50,000 loan
Letter writer lent daughter $50,000 10 months ago and she hasn't reached out since.
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2024-10-03
Dear Eric: My youngest daughter, a pediatrician, got a divorce two years ago (her husband had been taking money from her practice and not telling her). Her mother and I divorced 40 years ago and are on good terms. For whatever reason, my present wife and I almost never saw her or her kids. There was no falling out or other reason for her not to have anything to do with us, including Christmas, the kids' birthdays or special events they might be in.
During the divorce, she got into financial problems, and we supported her to the tune of more than $50,000. She told us things were going to change and she would start having more to do with us. It has been 10 months, and we have heard nothing from her as far as paying back the money or anything else. So, I am not sure where to go with this as that money was a significant part of our retirement. Her mother is not in a position to help her.
-- Loan Danger
Loan: I hope that you and your daughter drew up a loan agreement or other kind of document that set out the terms of the loan and the desired schedule for repayment -- or even just the understanding that this is a loan and not a gift. Documents of this sort can be awkward with family, but with the amount of money you're talking about, it's better to feel briefly awkward than to end up resentful because of dire financial straits.
Even if you don't have anything on paper, it's time to have two separate conversations about your relationship and expectations. Money first. Ask her what her plan is for paying the money back. Explain how it impacts you and get a realistic schedule from her. If she's still not financially secure enough to make even small payments, you need to know that so that you can plan accordingly.
Then, have a relationship talk. Ask her if her promise to change was genuine or, if not, what her reasons for being estranged from you are. I'm not very comfortable with the idea of your daughter having nothing to do with you (for years?) but gladly taking $50,000. She doesn't owe you a relationship because of the loan. But something is off here, and you owe it to yourself to find out what it is.
Dear Eric: I'd like to offer my take on Love Language's wife thinking his wild attraction to her is creepy and demeaning. I haven't been married as many years, but I am living this. I am in menopause, which I am certain is the same issue she has. I have almost completely lost my sex drive. I just plain am not interested in it. I love my husband with my whole heart. He's the best thing that ever happened to me. I couldn't imagine life without him, but I just don't care about sex anymore. I'm not attracted to anyone else either.
He knows I'm going through something. He just patiently waits until I initiate things. Sad but true. It may sound messed up but we both love each other deeply and are just wading through getting older together.
-- Not Interested
Not Interested: Thank you so much for bringing up menopause. Too many men overlook it or are undereducated about it. I hope the letter writer will do some research and ask the right questions. Jen Gunter's "The Menopause Manifesto" comes highly recommended. And Ruth Devlin's "Men ... Let's Talk Menopause" is a great resource.
Dear Eric: I wanted to thank you for your response to my letter -- Obligatory Guest. You are correct in your assessment that they probably find me a little annoying and appreciated "hearing" it from someone outside of things. The brides did indeed find a strange (and cruel) way of showing it. As a follow-up, I'd like to share that one of the brides seems to have realized the damage that they did. She has since attempted to repair the relationship with me and with another person in the group whom she treated similarly. I am very happy to see that she realized how cruel she was, and I'm happy to give her another chance.
You were also astute to point out that groups of friends have auras that keep us from clearly assessing individual relationships within the group. It is also worthy of note that groups change and morph as members of the "original friend group" bring new partners into the mix, which may change the dynamics.
-- Obligatory Guest No More
Guest: Thank you for the update! I appreciate it! You're being very generous to your friend. I hope they earn that generosity. You deserve good friends!
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Carolyn Hax: Husband has been lying for entire marriage about wanting kids
Her biggest fear is not becoming a mom. She just learned her husband is secretly "overjoyed" at negative pregnancy tests.
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-10-03

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: My husband and I have been married for eight years. We started dating when I was a senior in high school and he was a senior in college, and we got married after I completed dental hygienist training -- always with the plan to have many kids. I have always been upfront about my deep desire for kids, and he always said he wanted them, too.
We've been trying for five years now with no luck, and he's very unsympathetic and just keeps saying it's no big deal. Last week we fought about his not getting tested, while I have had multiple tests. Everything came up 100 percent normal with me.
He finally admitted that he won't get tested because he's been lying about wanting kids the entire time we've been together, but thought he could "adapt if we had them." This whole time, he's been overjoyed that I'm not pregnant while I've been distraught.
My biggest fear has been that I'll never be a mom, and it turns out that my husband is okay with that. I feel like I have nothing to look forward to in life now. I love him with all my heart, but I don't know how to get past this. Since the fight, he seems very remorseful, but that doesn't really fix my broken heart, does it?
-- Brokenhearted
Brokenhearted: It's your heart, so I can't say.
But as you dissect this holy-crap sandwich he just handed you, make sure you identify all the problem components:
* He big-fat-lied to you. He did not fib, shade or spin.
* The topic was something you regard as the core of your being.
* The lie caused you to suffer visibly to him over a span of five years. Five. Years. He watched you manage suffering he could have eased but chose not to because he liked his life better when you were suffering. Not even a, "There, there."
* Instead, he kept the lie going.
I have so much "wow," I could get arrested for intent to distribute.
I will take your loving him "with all my heart" on faith, but hope you'll give the lovability of such searing cruelty a good think. I can't make promises, but with all the people on Earth, I believe there are many you could love who would actually love you back.
Readers' thoughts:
* Gently -- are you totally sure he hasn't had a vasectomy?
* Get out. Make your plans, set aside your funds, talk to a lawyer, file and get out. I went through the same thing with my now-ex-wife. Took about three years to pull the truth out of her, a few more of her fake commitments and a wasted decade before the divorce was final. It's the ultimate betrayal. File, get free and don't look back.
Update from the next chat: 
Dear Carolyn: So, my marriage is over. I asked my husband to please get tested, and he said there's no point. He won't explain why or look into donor sperm or adoption. Children won't happen with him as my husband, so I'm leaving. I'm moving to my mom's this weekend because he's screaming at me all the time asking why he's not enough for me. Wish me luck. I don't know how I'm going to get through this. I'm heartbroken 10 different ways.
-- Heartbroken again
Heartbroken again: I am so sorry. Please be very careful. This sounds like a volatile situation: 800-799-SAFE, thehotline.org.
I hope you're feeling better soon and write back again.
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How to deal with my nearly silent son-in-law? Hax readers give advice.
Her introverted son-in-law can be social, but is "near-mute" around her, and she struggles not to take it personally.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-10-02

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: I need advice on how to act around my introvert son-in-law and how to not take his silence personally -- which I do despite understanding that he doesn't like small talk. My head knows, but my feelings don't cooperate.
I ask myself: Is he quiet with me because he can't stand me? Or maybe he can't stand Other People, and I'm in that category? Is he just waiting for me to go away? At work and at parties he has very good, friendly social skills. But it exhausts him.
My son-in-law makes my daughter very happy, and he is a wonderful, loving father. At home with just my daughter and the kids, he is comfortable and shows few signs of introversion. He sings, is playful, funny and communicative. I wish he'd be that way in front of me, but he has only done that maybe 10 times in three years. And I was thrilled each time. It felt like a gift.
He doesn't directly call me by any name although I've made it clear he should call me by my first name or by the name the grandkids call me. He doesn't say hello or goodbye unless I say goodbye directly to him with his name. What's the best way to handle his near-mute behavior when I am around? I have been staying quiet, and I do not try to engage him in chitchat. But the silence is not easy.
-- Sad Mother-in-law
Sad Mother-in-law: "It exhausts him." Talk to your daughter. Ask her to describe, in very frank terms, whether you exhaust your son-in-law. And ask her if you are doing anything wrong in the way you handle your relationship with him. If there's nothing wrong, don't push him. Enjoy your time with your daughter and grandchildren, and give him space.
Frankly, if he has been playful in your presence 10 times in three years, that seems like a lot to me. If you give him enough space, he may relax more often in your presence. If there is something wrong, take your daughter's advice and fix it!
-- Pat
Sad Mother-in-law: So he's not saying anything and you aren't saying anything. But you wish the two of you would say things. It might not seem easy but someone has to start it. You are asking us, so why not have it be you? Why not drop the small talk and get serious: "Hello [son-in-law], I just want you to know I love and like you. I love how you take care of your family. I'm sorry we have gotten in the habit of not talking to each other. Can we change that?"
If you can clear the air and talk about your interpersonal dynamics a little, move on to topics of mutual interest, probably your grandchildren. Ask questions and follow up questions before offering your own comments. "I hear you are taking Grandchild to swimming lessons. What do they like about it? What are they doing in the summer?" Then move on to his interests, "What kind of music do you like to play on your guitar. Do the grandchildren like it?" And so forth. Do not talk about yourself unless asked. Be patient. You are trying to reactivate rusty gears in both your heads.
-- Oldtoolie
Sad Mother-in-law: There's introverted and shy, and then there's rude. He doesn't say your name, hello, or goodbye? Fine, maybe he doesn't like small talk, but basic politeness? Perhaps when you visit and he's relaxed, you can ask him about it, nicely, using "I feel" statements. Maybe he has extreme anxiety or maybe that wonderful man you hear about is not so wonderful all the time. There's no way to know without asking.
-- Ask
Sad Mother-in-law: Maybe try to learn the art of silent companionship. I may have just made up that term, but it occurs to me that some of my best times with friends  -- and especially with my husband --  have been when we watched a program on TV or read "near" each other, not engaging in conversation but just a companionable silence. If there is a place and time to practice doing that with your son-in-law, then he may begin to engage with you more often in the ways you describe as currently rare and fleeting. Good luck. I have a dear brother who is like this, and sometimes it actively hurts to have him be so nonverbal about practically everything, but he is who he is.
-- Mdengle
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Crumbl cookies are overhyped and underbaked
An unofficial Crumbl cookies pop-up in Australia kicked up drama this week. We tried the viral sweets to see if they live up to the buzz. 
By Emily Heil | 2024-10-02

Crumbl cookies, clockwise from top left: semi-sweet chocolate chunk, oatmeal chocolate chip, ultimate peanut butter, brownie sundae, cookies and cream milkshake with mini Oreos, pumpkin cake cookie. (Peggy Cormary for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This week, a chocolate-chip-studded drama unfolded in Sydney, where fans of the U.S.-based bakery chain Crumbl lined up on Sunday to get their mitts on sweets from the popular brand, which is only available in the States and in Canada. The eager Aussies waited in a line that snaked down a commercial block. And when they finally reached the signature millennial-pink boxes that helped make Crumbl an internet sensation, they paid a whopping $17.50 for each cookie.
Many weren't impressed by the prices or the taste of the baked goods. And then they found out that the event was not an officially sanctioned pop-up, but rather a gambit by some enterprising resellers who reportedly flew to Hawaii to buy the cookies from a Crumbl location, then brought them back to Australia.
All of this was chronicled on TikTok, where people called it a scam and a rip-off. It might be that we're more sensitive to such things these days. At a time when prices for food -- and just about everything else -- are pinching customers hard, people don't take kindly to a bait and switch. We might be secondhand smarting from other rackets, such as that sad $300-a-head Bridgerton-themed ball in Detroit that turned out to be a mostly bare room (save for a stripper on a pole) and the infamously underwhelming Willy Wonka "experience" in Glasgow, Scotland, that ripped parents off for a handful of jelly beans. It's been seven years since the wildly overhyped Fyre Festival in the Bahamas, and to borrow a phrase we've heard a lot recently, we're not going back. (Well, some folks might. Last month, the Wall Street Journal reported than Fyre Festival founder Billy McFarland is moving forward with plans for a Fyre Festival II in April 2025.)
The Crumbl pop-up hoopla raised a few questions: Was it legal? (The organizers said yes.) More importantly, perhaps: Are Crumbl cookies really worth all the effort and money? Even if you're not paying jacked-up resale prices, a single regular cookie costs $5.99 at local Washington-area locations.
The chain certainly has its fans. Lines have been known to form outside its permanent brick-and-mortar locations, and customers eagerly await the weekly announcement of Crumbl's ever-changing roster of flavors. The brand has opened new locations around the country at a fast clip, although its sales are reportedly sagging from previous highs. Per-store profits declined by 58 percent year over year, according to a report from Restaurant Business.
For a professional assessment on the sugary juggernaut, I enlisted several of my baking-expert colleagues in a taste test. Their post-nibbling consensus? Crumbl cookies are underwhelming, mostly because they seem underbaked, a ding shared by many social media critics.

Crumbl's peanut butter cookies, center, were particularly oily, according to tasters. (Peggy Cormary for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


"Doughy and greasy," recipes editor Becky Krystal said of several varieties. She noted that the cookies' large format ("actually the size of my face," she noted, so big that the chain sells cookie cutters to promote sharing) probably contributes to the problem. "The edges are crisp and firm, but by the time those are set, you don't want to bake them anymore, and that's why the middle stays doughy."
"I could taste flour/dough in most of them," agreed assistant recipes editor Olga Massov.
Daniela Galarza, a former restaurant pastry chef who pens the Eat Voraciously recipe newsletter, also found the confections to be overly sweet. "It's so much sugar," she said, reaching for a glass of milk.
A peanut butter cookie was rendered particularly oily from an overabundance of its titular ingredient. The disc was filled with and topped with the gooey spread, and it also showed up in the dough itself.
The tasters found a few bright-ish spots. Krystal found the basic chocolate-chip variety unoffensive, particularly when served warm. "Melty chocolate can forgive a lot," Krystal said. "Not horrible."
All three liked the base for the brownie sundae flavor. It was a favorite of Krystal's 7-year-old son, who might better represent the company's target demographic, or at least its target palate. "Very chocolaty," he concluded.
Still, my colleagues found its toppings -- a vanilla "mousse" that read more like pudding, fudge topping, rainbow-candy sprinkles and a maraschino cherry -- to be so much lily-gilding. "The brownie on its own wasn't bad," said Massov, who liked its "fudgy" vibe.
"That's the theme of Crumbl: a little bit much," Krystal concurred.
And Galarza just didn't get the hype that has fueled the chain's popularity. The flavors aren't terribly original, she noted, and they don't offer the kind of innovation seen in other viral pastry trends. "They're not particularly eye-catching or beautiful or shiny," she said. "There's no Cronut quality ... I guess it's just really smart marketing."
Some people observing the saga in Australia this week surmised that the complaints might have come from customers eating cookies that had gone stale after a long international journey. But the event's organizers, who go by the handle CrumblSydney on TikTok, said they adhered to the chain's guidance for keeping the sweets fresh. "Crumbl cookies should be kept at room temperature in an airtight container for up to 3 days, or refrigerated for up to 7 days," they wrote in a statement. "We kept them to these requirements. Some were warmed to enhance their texture, which is what crumbl does as well."
But another part of their statement might explain the letdown:
"We apologise that they don't live up to expectations," they wrote. "However they are just cookies at the end of the day."
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Beans and squash make this pasta salad fit for fall
Let fall produce shine in this hearty pasta salad.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-10-02

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Peek into my refrigerator during the summer and you will most likely find a big container of pasta salad. My husband, daughter and I rely on it as we come and go on busy days. We often pass one another, but when our schedules do align, the hearty and colorful salad is at-the-ready for a spontaneous family meal.
More of a riff than a recipe, my pasta salad has always contained some combination of cooked, cooled pasta (usually fusilli, but any short pasta shape will do), fresh summer tomatoes, whatever other seasonal vegetables I have on hand, a can of white beans or chickpeas, and bites of mozzarella and/or parmesan cheese tossed in a garlic-herb olive oil dressing. Because fresh tomatoes have been so central to my notion of the dish, I would automatically stop making it when tomato season would end.
Get the recipe: Pasta Salad With Butternut Squash, Kale and White Beans
Then it dawned on me: Why not make a fall version?

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Now I wish I had thought of it sooner, because this fall pasta salad is a new family favorite. It follows the same lines as my summer batch, with pasta, vegetables, beans and cheese in an olive oil vinaigrette, but it centers on autumnal produce, with cubes of roasted butternut squash and shredded kale, which is massaged with the dressing to make it delightfully tender. You could use any type of winter squash you like -- delicata would be nice -- and any dark, leafy green. (Skip the massage step for tender greens such as arugula or baby spinach.) Flecks of red onion add color and crispness; toasted pine nuts provide a buttery crunch; and shaved pecorino cheese brings bold, savory flavor. (You could use another hard cheese, such as parmesan, in a pinch.) I used sage for the herb, because its warm astringency pairs beautifully with the sweet squash, but dried or fresh oregano would be nice, too.
It's funny how we can get stuck thinking of foods in specific, limited ways. I am glad I broke out of my "summer pasta salad" pigeonhole, because this fall pasta salad is exactly what my family needs in the refrigerator this season.
Get the recipe: Pasta Salad With Butternut Squash, Kale and White Beans
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Cooking chat: Do you really need to cook ground beef in oil?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-10-02

Picadillo with ground beef. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: Our server smelled. Should we have said something?
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-10-02
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A theater leaves its home but resurrects a classic
Synetic Theater's wordless "Hamlet ... The Rest Is Silence" remains a palpable hit.
By Trey Graham | 2024-10-03

Vato Tsikurishvili as Hamlet, center, with ensemble members in Synetic Theater's "Hamlet ... The Rest Is Silence." (Jorge Amaya)


I turned to my seatmate at Sunday's matinee, muttering something about how a particular sequence in Synetic Theater's latest production felt "like watching spiders dance." Made a note of that word-image, too, and felt quite smug about including it here -- right up until I discovered that the estimable Nelson Pressley, writing in these pages a decade ago, used the exact same language to describe the exact same moment. Credit Synetic's impeccably drilled ensemble with commendable consistency across the decades, I suppose, and me with a shortage of fresh similes.
And, yes, that was decades plural. "Hamlet ... The Rest Is Silence" has been Synetic's calling-card production since it was first staged -- in an intoxicating movement-driven style that oh-by-the-way dispenses with all of Shakespeare's text -- at D.C.'s Church Street Theater in 2002.
Company co-founders Paata and Irina Tsikurishvili, the production's director and choreographer, respectively, also played the young lovers Hamlet and Ophelia in that original outing 22 years ago. Paata is now solely in the director's chair; Irina graduated to play Hamlet's mother, Queen Gertrude, for that 2014 revival and reprises the part in this year's go-round; and the couple's son Vato Tsikurishvili has taken over the title role. Like the sordid regicide-and-remarriage business that sets Shakespeare's plot in motion, it has become quite the family affair.
Founding ensemble members Irakli Kavsadze and Philip Fletcher are on hand as well: Kavsadze still sturdily playing the usurper King Claudius and Fletcher now inhabiting the ghost of Old King Hamlet with eerie aplomb.

Maryam Najafzada as Ophelia. (Jorge Amaya)


Some changes are afoot: Synetic lost its longtime Crystal City home as part of the Amazon-adjacent redevelopment of National Landing (or whatever new moniker the rebranders are trying to make stick), which means a troupe that has worked everywhere from that tiny Church Street launchpad to the Shakespeare Theatre to the Kennedy Center is doing the strolling-players thing again. They're now performing at the Thomas Jefferson Community Theatre -- a handsome facility that's part of a middle-school complex in Arlington County, with a stage broad and deep enough to let Synetic's troupe spread out and show its stuff.
That stuff still proves formidable. Homeless or not, the company remains fiercely disciplined, its members moving in an eerie unison, or in an elaborate array of precise variations on a single postural theme. And why not? A number of ensemble members have come up through Synetic's training program and performed in its youth company, so they have had no shortage of experience.
Omnipresent, even when she's not onstage, is Irina Tsikurishvili, whose exacting choreographic standards have defined and distinguished the troupe since its inception. And she remains in superb form when she is onstage, graceful and sharp and authoritative, as if to demonstrate the old perfectionist's bromide about not requiring acolytes to do anything she couldn't.
The company's look-and-feel has often been described as expressionist, and certainly this "Hamlet" traffics in the dark and vital essentials that label suggests, its stage pictures flowing easily from the robustly physical through the unapologetically lyrical to the occasionally ethereal; neither delicate nor grand gesture is beyond the ensemble's command.

Vato Tsikurishvili as Hamlet and Maryam Najafzada as Ophelia. (Jorge Amaya)


In the central part, Vato Tsikurishvili moves like he's someone else's marionette, knees and ankles finding the unlikeliest angles, forearms swinging loosely from their individual elbows, torso cocked or inclined just so to suggest readiness or reserve. His body language vividly and efficiently suggests Hamlet's internal conflicts -- the signature indecision that plays out with more nuance in less severely shortened versions of the story. (This one clocks in at 90 minutes, as opposed to the four-hours-plus of some unabridged productions.)
Some details do go begging -- Fortinbras who, now? -- though the Tsikurishvilis have found concise ways to sketch in critical sequences involving the traveling players and the duplicitous Rosencrantz and Guildenstern. If any major thread feels truly under-spun, it's the one involving the hapless but wonderfully human Polonius (here played by a wiry, weaselly Tony Amante), whose accidental murder barely registers.
Nothing else truly feels shortchanged, though, and once the tragedy sweeps implacably along to the explosive final confrontation, audiences may feel as wrung out as Synetic's cast must be. Even without the wordplay, this "Hamlet" still makes itself heard.
Hamlet ... The Rest Is Silence, through Oct. 13 at the Thomas Jefferson Community Theatre in Arlington. About 90 minutes without intermission. synetictheater.org.
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'Joker: Folie a Deux': Don't come to this musical looking to get happy
Joaquin Phoenix and Lady Gaga star in "Joker: Folie a Deux," a sequel that's most interesting for ideas that are buried in grim entertainment.
By Ty Burr | 2024-10-03

"Joker: Folie a Deux" stars Joaquin Phoenix as Arthur Fleck and Lady Gaga as Lee Quinzel. (Niko Tavernise/DC Comics/Warner Bros. Pictures)


The final moments of Todd Phillips's "Joker" (2019) remain among my most terrifying moments at a movie, as much for what was happening in the theater as on-screen. As Joaquin Phoenix's Arthur Fleck gave into the madness of his costumed alter ego, Joker, and shot out a preening talk-show host's brains on live TV, the crowd at my screening erupted in applause and a man a few seats down from me leaped to his feet, screaming "Yes!" and pumping his fist in triumph. There was a lot of loose talk around the release of "Joker" about the hero-ification of psychopathy and the specter of copycat violence, but in that instant, I saw a malignant spark arc from screen to audience, and I was afraid.
Maybe Phillips was, too, because "Joker: Folie a Deux" seems like an act of atonement for the perceived sins of the first film. It's a movie of ideas disguised as an exceedingly grim entertainment, and it's more interesting for those ideas, undeveloped though they are, than it is as entertainment. It essentially says to that guy at my "Joker" screening: "Sit back down. Now." Which may strike one as disingenuous, but better late than never.
Oh, and this new "Joker" is also a musical -- take that, fella -- and one that audaciously uses the Great American Songbook as a template of resentment and revenge, teasing out the dark undercurrents of such classics as "Get Happy," "Bewitched, Bothered and Bewildered," and (ahem) "That's Entertainment." That the movie embeds its musical numbers -- unfolding mostly in Arthur's damaged mind but given the full MGM top-hat-and-tails treatment -- in a dank, overlong jailhouse/courtroom melodrama is a rich notion that goes nowhere other than to underscore Arthur/Joker's split personality with a very thick Sharpie. But if it gets the kids listening to Ella or Sinatra, who are we to kick?

Brendan Gleeson plays a gloating guard and Joaquin Phoenix is Arthur Fleck in "Joker: Folie a Deux." (Scott Garfield/DC Comics/Warner Bros. Pictures)


As the title implies, "Joker: Folie a Deux" gives Arthur a playmate in the form of Lee Quinzel, a.k.a. Harley Quinn (Lady Gaga), a fellow inmate at the Arkham State Hospital for the Criminally Insane and Joker's biggest fan. It's she who awakens the hero's inner Fred Astaire, and the couple's musical duets are a fascinatingly lopsided highlight of this very strange film. Gaga can sing, obviously, even when she's trying to sing poorly, and Phoenix can barely hold a note even when he's trying to sing well; those crosscurrents lend a note of real pathos to their musical numbers, like a jailbreak sequence set to a literally incandescent rendition of "If My Friends Could See Me Now."
The asylum scenes, with Brendan Gleeson in clover as a gloating tormentor of a guard, have a grimy, propulsive energy that grinds to a halt in Arthur's trial for the murders of the first film. (They also focus weirdly on the characters' cigarette smoking, to the point that you wonder whether Marlboro has a piece of the movie's action.) Taking up the majority of "Folie a Deux," the trial is shot in doomy shades of brown, with Catherine Keener as Arthur's beleaguered defense attorney and legions of Joker fans in near riot outside. At issue is whether Arthur was in his "right mind" when he killed those people -- was he the cringing nobody Arthur Fleck, or Joker, filled with a raging, righteous fury at a society bent on crushing the nobodies?
Phoenix remains the primary reason to give this franchise your attention. The "Joker" films are the movie industry's most extreme case for comic-book cinema as serious, Oscar-worthy art, but the very attempt courts pretentiousness, and the star is the only one to escape it. Phoenix's Arthur remains an indelible creation, gaunt shoulder blades jutting out like the broken wings of an angel and a laugh that could give Kafka nightmares. That laugh -- a convulsive rictus that's both a howl of defiance and a whimper of defeat in the face of the universe's cruelty -- is the most emotionally devastating aspect of both "Joker" movies. It's the cry of a man beaten not just physically but existentially, and it haunts a viewer well past the end credits.
By contrast, Arthur's homicidal alter ego is the reason the fans roil in the streets. Joker is why the psychotic Harley Quinn has gone gaga (she has no interest in Arthur), and he's why that guy I mentioned up top went nuts during the first movie. Joker has harnessed the power of Arthur's underdog anger, and he promises the liberation of anarchy, on-screen and off. (If you want to make any connections to current political figures, be my guest; the movie doesn't.) "Folie a Deux" tries to walk all that back and rub our faces in the hypocrisy of a culture that lionizes charismatic killers -- which itself is an act of hypocrisy that, honestly, boggles the mind.

Joaquin Phoenix as Arthur Fleck and Lady Gaga as Lee Quinzel in "Joker: Folie a Deux." (Niko Tavernise/DC Comics/Warner Bros. Pictures)


Still, rare is the blockbuster movie that consciously self-destructs and tries to take its audience along. It will be interesting, to say the least, to see mainstream moviegoers' reaction to a film that punishes them for their daydreams of revenge; I doubt it will be pretty.
If superheroes function as a power fantasy for us impotent humans, supervillains enact something darker and more seductive -- a fantasy of using that power to even the score with a world that refuses to see us as we see ourselves. With more daring than success, "Joker: Folie a Deux" says that anyone who takes the Joker for a hero to be emulated is as delusional as Arthur Fleck, and it serves up its comic-book cake at the same time it stuffs it with rat poison.
All together now: That's entertainment!
R. At area theaters. Contains some strong violence, language throughout, some sexuality and brief full nudity. 138 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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The 35 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Celebrate Oktoberfest with wiener dogs at the Wharf, taste bites from around Bethesda or shop for art from more than 300 makers in Del Ray.
By Sophia Solano, Fritz Hahn, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-10-03

The Wiener 500 Dachshund Dash, in which dachshunds race to raise money for Rural Dog Rescue, is the centerpiece of the Wharf's annual Oktoberfest celebrations. (The Wharf)


After an unusually damp few weeks, the sun should shine this weekend on fall festivals, a Smithsonian museum's 50th birthday celebration and Oktoberfests -- including one at the Wharf that includes the Wiener 500 Dachshund Dash. Outside the District, Art on the Avenue returns to Del Ray with closed streets and more than 300 artists and artisans, and Taste of Bethesda offers bites of area favorites (including Spanish Diner, Medium Rare and Q by Peter Chang). Celebrate the D.C. coffee scene at a festival at Dock 5, catch a Halloween-themed lecture by a college professor or see the National Ballet of Ukraine spin through the Kennedy Center.
All the Presidents' Bars at Barrel
The Capitol Hill bourbon bar is counting down the weeks until the presidential election with a five-part pop-up in its basement bar -- themed after one of the past five presidents each week. Each pop-up has decorations and cocktail menus inspired by the commander in chief of choice, starting with Slick Willy's Jazz Lounge, which includes a saxophonist on opening night in a nod to President Bill Clinton's jazzy proclivities. There's also Barry's Aloha Bar (Oct. 17-19), the Barr-e-Lago Club (Oct. 24-26) and Joe Cool's Cocktail Parlor (Oct. 31-Nov. 2). Thursdays, Fridays and Saturday through Nov. 2. Free.
Hirshhorn's 50th birthday weekend
The Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden marks half a century this weekend, but it's not celebrating with cake. In a nod to its doughnut-shaped concrete building, the museum is welcoming bakers to hand out 50 free doughnuts on Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. (first-come, first-served). Rose Ave Bakery will serve doughnuts Thursday, Founding Farmers on Friday, Astro Doughnuts on Saturday and Just Fine Donuts on Sunday. The museum is also hosting two "Happy Birthday, Hirshhorn!" open studio sessions Friday and Saturday from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., featuring crafts for kids and adults inspired by artwork in the collection. On Saturday at noon, 2:30 p.m. and 4 p.m., artists Maia Chao and Ethan Philbrick debut "Agents of Deterioration," a new musical performance featuring the Children's Chorus of Washington, composed in response to the gallery's 50th anniversary permanent exhibition "Revolutions: Art from the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960." Through Sunday. Free.
Mount Vernon Fall Wine Festival & Sunset Tour
See George Washington's Mount Vernon estate from a new point of view, with a glass of wine in hand as the sun sets over the Potomac River. The first and second floor of the mansion will stay open until 8:30 p.m. for tours during this year's Fall Wine Festival & Sunset Tour. Visitors can relax on a blanket on the east lawn and try unlimited samples from 20 Virginia wineries, while Bruce Ewan and the Solid Senders provide a soundtrack for this memorable night out at a national landmark. 6 to 9 p.m. each evening through Sunday. Saturday sold out. $54-$64.
Aslin Beer Company Oktoberfest
Aslin promises weekend-long food and drink specials at all of its area locations -- the Herndon taproom, D.C. beer garden and Alexandria mother ship -- with a focus on Saturday, when there will be games and other activities from noon to 5 p.m. Through Sunday. Free.
Hotline TNT at Union Stage
As the mastermind of Hotline TNT, Will Anderson strums riffs that ring out and rise, layering on fuzz and feedback like the bands that inspired him during his youth, My Bloody Valentine and Dinosaur Jr. On "Cartwheel," Anderson attempted to write, play and sing his way toward fulfillment. The band will be joined by Disq, an act whose second album title, "Desperately Imagining Someplace Quiet," serves as an ironic backronym, and Euphoria Again, which runs folky songs through the haze. 8:30 p.m. $18-$22.
Maxwell at Capital One Arena
Maxwell helped write the neo-soul blueprint with his debut album, "Maxwell's Urban Hang Suite." The Brooklyn-born singer has continued to be a force in R&B, with his early music serving as inspiration for a new generation of singer-songwriters. On the Serenade Tour, which teams him with R&B phenom Jazmine Sullivan, Maxwell has been starting the night off with his sweeping cover of Al Green's "Simply Beautiful" and has even mixed Beyonce's "16 Carriages" with his own hit "Fortunate." 7:30 p.m. $49.50-$79.50.
Art on the Avenue in Del Ray
Mount Vernon Avenue in Alexandria's charming Del Ray neighborhood is always pedestrian central, but especially during Art on the Avenue, when thousands of visitors amble through the closed streets, checking out artists' stalls, three concert stages and stations with food vendors. Shop for work from more than 300 painters, woodworkers, ceramicists, jewelers, fabric artists and more makers while listening to live music and entertainment. This being family-friendly Del Ray, there's a lot for kids to do, too; activities in past years have included pumpkin painting and scarecrow stuffing. If you're a baker, now's the time to start brainstorming which dessert to enter in the annual Pam's Pies on the Avenue pie-baking contest. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free.
Open Streets DC: Seventh Street NW
Double Dutch replaces double-parked cars on the streets of Shaw this weekend, as D.C.'s first and only Open Streets event of 2024 shuts down Seventh Street NW between E Street and Rhode Island Avenue. In between, that mile-plus stretch of pavement will feature exercise and yoga classes, dancing, art installations, and demos on topics such as jumping rope and bike repair. Businesses move outdoors, too, so look for sidewalk sales, expanded seating at bars and restaurants, and family activities like crafts and foam parties. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Taste of Bethesda at Woodmont Triangle
Sample your way through Bethesda's dining scene during the 32nd annual Taste of Bethesda, when downtown's Woodmont Triangle near the Bethesda Metro station turns into an open-air food hall with dozens of local restaurants. Purchase packs of tickets and try bites like paella from Spanish Diner, steak frites sandwiches from Medium Rare, beef birria tacos from Tacombi, Sichuan cold noodles from Q by Peter Chang and French macarons from Tout de Sweet. In between courses, check out multiple stages with live entertainment and a family-friendly area devoted to kids' activities. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free admission; $10 for a bundle of five taste tickets.
Montgomery Harvest Festival at Agricultural History Farm Park
Sure, you can paint a pumpkin at Montgomery's harvest festival. But the county's celebration of the season includes some less (or more?) traditional activities -- try your hand at candle dipping, moonlight bobbin lace making, tin-smithing and scarecrow building, or head to a farm equipment demonstration. The day features performances by Story Tapestries' jazz artist Alison Crockett, bluegrass from Hickory Grove Band, puppet shows from Schroeder Cherry and stories from Janice Curtis Greene. Before you leave, meet farm animals and watch a live sheep herding demonstration. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. $20 per car; cash only.
DC Coffee Festival at Dock 5
The DC Coffee Festival returns to Union Market's Dock 5 event space after last year's debut, with an expanded program of two days devoted to the magic of roasted coffee beans. It's divided into morning or afternoon sessions on Saturday or Sunday, with some general admission options already sold out, though all-day passes are still available. Tickets include tastings from participating roasters and coffee shops, providing the chance to discover a new local shop or a new blend to take home. (Hopefully you have late-night plans after a day full of caffeine.) Listen to live music as you stack up empty cups, and check out food available for purchase, too. Through Sunday. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. $24-$58.
Oktoberfest DC: Fall Beer Tasting at Metrobar
Sample a dozen Oktoberfest beers from around the DMV and chat with brewers at this tasting, sponsored by DC Beer and Metro-themed beer garden Metrobar. Tickets include three-ounce pours of each beer, with full-size servings available for purchase. Entry at 2 or 3:30 p.m. $25.
College Park Day at College Park Aviation Museum & Airport
The aviation museum is open for free during College Park Day, an annual festival on the museum grounds featuring live entertainment, family-friendly activities and a helicopter fly-in. There are three stages of music and performances; food trucks and stands from local breweries; a kids' zone with bounce houses, crafts and games; big wheel races; and wandering performers. Free parking is available nearby with a shuttle service. Noon to 6 p.m. Free.
Oktoberfest at the Wharf
The Wiener 500 Dachshund Dash is the centerpiece of the Wharf's annual Oktoberfest celebration -- a race so popular and adorable that it's simulcast on jumbo screens at the waterfront. Beyond the races, which benefit Rural Dog Rescue, the afternoon includes human best-dressed and stein-holding contests, polka dance lessons, a DJ, and a Sam Adams-sponsored beer garden. (All slots for racing dachshunds are filled, but organizers say there may be walk-up spaces available on a first-come, first-served basis.) 2 to 7 p.m. Free.
Meshell Ndegeocello at the Music Center at Strathmore
The prophetic words of James Baldwin loom large decades after his death as new generations view America and the world through the prism of his work. Living legend Meshell Ndegeocello is the latest to tackle Baldwin's ideas and influence, with an album of jazz, spoken word and beyond titled "No More Water: The Gospel of James Baldwin." Ndegeocello, along with her band and guests, will continue to explore Baldwin as part of a Strathmore series dedicated to the author and activist. 8 p.m. $28-$74.
Vienna Oktoberfest
Vienna's annual celebration shuts down Church Street and fills its historic district and Town Green with three stages of entertainment, including Latin pop bands, singing princesses, Chinese dancers and German polka. Take the little ones to the kid zone for a moon bounce, bubbles, crafts and games, while adults can grab a drink in the biergarten, which has its own stage. A market features artisan vendors as well as booths representing local groups and businesses, and a food court offers dozens of options. Shuttles run to the festival from the Vienna Metro station and James Madison High School parking lot. 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Free.
Rosslyn Fall Fest at Gateway Park
Taste seasonal beers, hard cider and plenty of seasonal pies at Rosslyn's fall festival, featuring live music by Jessica Allossery and Rock Creek Kings. The first 100 tasting participants to arrive receive free popcorn. Breweries include Starr Hill, Blue Mountain, Center of the Universe and Devils Backbone, plus Bold Rock Hard Cider and Lost Boy Cider. 1 to 6 p.m. Free entry; tastings $15 in advance or $20 at door.
Atlas Brew Works 11th anniversary party
Celebrate the brewery's birthday at its flagship Ivy City location with $5 beers, food trucks, live music, face painting and vendors selling Atlas-inspired items. Watch bands the Mighty Trouble Threat and the Capital Rat$ or grab fare from the Burger Shop DMV or Beef Space BBQ. The ticket price includes your first beer. 2 to 7 p.m. $20.
Arana dance party at 618 Cocktail and Whiskey Lounge
DJ collective Xunt and Ghetto Witchez have joined forces for Arana, a late-night party that promises to obliterate eardrums and re-regulate biorhythms with sets by selectors from around the globe. As CRRDR, Colombian talent Francisco Corredor is a leading light in a scene he calls "Latin core." New York-based, Richmond-raised DJ-producer Archangel just released "Critical Hit," a collection of tracks made over the past few years that serve as an introduction to her anything-goes club sounds inspired by everything from house and techno to ballroom and video games. 10 p.m. $20-$25.
Girl So Confusing: A Very Trans Charli XCX Dance Party at Songbyrd Music House
Did you miss Charli XCX and Troye Sivan's concert in Baltimore last week? Dance out the FOMO at Songbyrd with a lineup of drag performers -- including Brooke N. Hymen, Baphomette, Bombshell Monroe and Jade Monroe. 11 p.m. $15.
Takoma Park Street Festival
One of the most vibrant street parties in the region, the 43rd Takoma Park Street Festival takes over a half-mile stretch of Carroll Avenue, filling the road with almost 200 booths -- makers selling clothing and candles, artists displaying ceramics and jewelry, food trucks and restaurant pop-ups, and info about dozens of local businesses and organizations. Eighteen bands take turns on three stages, and the volunteer firehouse opens its doors for pumpkin painting and other family activities. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Fall Harvest Festival at Calico
Paint a pumpkin, sample a seasonal beer and indulge in autumnal fare at the Blagden Alley restaurant's covered outdoor patio. Attendees can preview Calico's fall menu, which includes mugs of chili and homemade apple cider doughnuts, or try spiked cider and mulled wine. Tastings from DC Brau and Berlin-based craft brewery BRLO are complementary. 1 to 9 p.m. Free.
PIKEtoberfest at Pike & Rose
North Bethesda's fall festival includes a beer garden by Owen's Tavern, live music and DJs, more than 20 artisans and makers, games, a kids' zone and more. The festival is dog-friendly, so bring your pets along. Noon to 4 p.m. Free.
The Jesus and Mary Chain at the Anthem
The Jesus and Mary Chain paved the way for various threads of the rock tapestry by fusing pop songwriting with noisy, fuzzy guitar back in the mid-1980s, and the Scottish group probably inspired yet another generation of shoegazers when "Just Like Honey" cropped up on the "Lost in Translation" soundtrack. Four decades on from their founding, the JAMC focused on rockin' on this year's "Glasgow Eyes." 7 p.m. $55-$95.
Kaytranada at Merriweather Post Pavilion
Of all the DJ-producers to emerge from the underground during the past decade, perhaps none fundamentally understands the "dance" part of the "electronic dance music" formulation as well as Kaytranada. Songs and sets by the 32-year-old talent demand listeners shuffle, groove, two-step and connect their heartbeats to his BPMs. This year's "Timeless" aimed at its titular quality by assembling a who's-who guest list from the world of R&B (Ravyn Lenae, Dawn Richard, Tinashe, etc.). Collaborator Channel Tres, a vocalist -- and DJ-producer in his own right -- will help get the night started. 7 p.m. $40-$111.
The Cookbook Club with Nini Nguyen at the Shell
By day, the Capitol Hill space is breakfast and lunch hot spot I Egg You. At night, it's the Shell, an event space that's hosting a cookbook club with "Top Chef" alum Nini Nguyen. To celebrate her new cookbook, "Dac Biet: An Extra-Special Vietnamese Cookbook," the evening features a multicourse dinner inspired by recipes from the book. Expect dishes (plus optional drink pairings) that highlight Nguyen's Vietnamese heritage and Louisiana roots. The ticket also includes a signed copy of the cookbook. 6:30 p.m. $317 for a table for two.
Profs and Pints Halloween talks
The bar-set lecture series is embracing spooky season with a month of Halloween-related talks by real professors. The sessions kick off Monday with discussions on Japanese ghosts and goblins at NoVa Bar & Grill (5:30 to 8:30 p.m.; $14) and medieval monsters at Penn Social (6 to 8:30 p.m. $14). Throughout the month, you can also catch sessions on the haunted landscapes of Middle-earth (Oct. 13), the macabre Edgar Allan Poe (Oct. 14), Washington's spookiest days (Oct. 24), early American witch hunts (Oct. 27) and the history of Halloween (Oct. 29). The scariest talk of all is on Oct. 8: "Predicting Election Results."
Law Roach at Howard Theatre
The "image architect" behind internet-breaking celebrity looks from Zendaya's Met Gala attire to Anya Taylor-Joy's Golden Globes garb and Celine Dion's style renaissance presents what he's learned in his decade in the industry in both a new book ("How to Build a Fashion Icon") and a talk at the Howard. 8 p.m. $45.
Slaughter Beach, Dog at 9:30 Club
Just before Modern Baseball's indefinite hiatus began in 2017, singer Jake Ewald started Slaughter Beach, Dog -- the coastal Delaware town name was already taken, so Ewald added the "dog" -- as a solo project. Originally a tool to overcome writer's block, it fostered the types of songs that wouldn't fit in an emo catalogue. Songs that looked outward instead of inward, reported instead of confessed. Five studio albums later, and that instinctual, nuanced writing has a lighter touch and harder punch than ever. In 10 songs and about 40 minutes, last year's EP "Crying, Laughing, Waving, Smiling" weaves diverse characters and far-flung settings, taking listeners on a meandering journey, often void of destination, from Jersey shores to Tokyo skies. 7 p.m. $30.
National Ballet of Ukraine at the Kennedy Center
Ukraine's flagship ballet company kicks off its first U.S. tour since the fall of the Soviet Union at the Kennedy Center, with portions of the proceeds benefiting humanitarian efforts in the country. Dancers perform pieces from classics like "Don Quixote" and "Giselle," with futuristic imagery shown behind the dancers on a massive 3D screen. During this evening celebrating Ukrainian culture, the ballet troupe will be joined by the Ukrainian Shumka Dancers, who demonstrate traditional folk dances. 7:30 p.m. $75-$175.
NASA's Earth Information Center at the National Museum of Natural History
Last year, NASA turned its downtown D.C. HQ lobby into an exhibit with the opening of NASA's Earth Information Center, featuring touch-screen kiosks and immersive rooms displaying big-picture data about our home planet. Now, NASA's Earth Information Center @ NMNH is opening a second location on the National Mall, so visitors to the Smithsonian's most popular museum can also understand how NASA scientists use the data beamed in from instruments orbiting Earth in space. You'll see the paths of satellites circling Earth, observe real-time satellite data detailing Earth's current weather and temperature, and watch narrated videos on wall-size digital displays. Through 2028. Free.
Alpaca Happy Hour at La Cosecha
The real siblings behind Union Market's Peruvian Brothers (Giuseppe and Mario Lanzone) aren't just empanada chefs and pisco sour crafters -- they're also alpaca owners, and they're bringing their pets along to happy hour. Besides time with the Andean mammals, the evening features food and drink specials. 4 to 6 p.m. Free.
'Giggly Squad' Live at the Anthem
Washingtonians really love Paige DeSorbo and Hannah Berner's "Giggly Squad" podcast. The duo, who met on the Bravo reality show "Summer House," added a second live show at the Anthem after selling out their first night at the 8,000-capacity venue. The fashion blogger and comedian are besties who don't take themselves too seriously while chatting it up each week about pop culture, TikTok trends and their own lives. Expect more of the same in person during this ultimate girls'-night-out show. 7:30 p.m. $45-$95.
Wilderness Trail whiskey tasting at Barrel
Join co-founder of Wilderness Trail Pat Heist for a whiskey tasting and class at the Capitol Hill bourbon bar. Learn about how sweet mash and sour mash make for different flavors and taste the newly released Wild Turkey Jimmy Russell 70th Anniversary and the Japan-only release of Wild Turkey 12 Year. The ticket includes tax, gratuity and small bites. 6:30 p.m. $75.
Mass of the Fermenting Dregs at Howard Theatre
Mass of the Fermenting Dregs has one of the more metal names in music, but its sound owes more to alt-rock acts like Sugar and the Smashing Pumpkins in the way it animates pop songwriting with reverb- and distortion-washed guitars. Lead singer-bassist Natsuko Miyamoto is the only remaining founding member of the formerly all-female lineup, but her new trio mates brought fresh energy to 2022's "Awakening: Sleeping." 8 p.m. $20-$40.
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Summer's over. What was the real meaning of 'Brat'?
Charli XCX made a pop masterpiece that's still leaving its mark.
By Chris Richards | 2024-10-03

(Washington Post Illustration; Stuart C. Wilson/Getty Images)


"Brat." What does it mean?
"Brat" summer. Is it over now?
Music is inherently mysterious, and because the notion of the unknown so deeply rattles our sense of information age certitude, these are the two questions everyone's been asking of the most pungent pop record released this year, this decade, maybe this century. Convince yourself you get it, maybe try learning the TikTok dance, then move along. But with "Brat," Charli XCX has left a stain that's still setting into our greater cultural fabric, a new kind of pop music that feels ecstatic and overblown, while, yes, somehow reflecting this paranoiac moment under capitalist rot, ecological peril, war lust and all the other societal horrors we strive to know everything about.
Eager to escape that stuff, Charli approaches the dance floor in wild strides, singing as if she's had it up to here with this world. Her lyrics, written in text message deadpan and sung in digitized howls, sound freaked out, throbbing with contrasts: messiness and control, recklessness and introspection, ravenousness and ennui. As she tries to untangle these tensions with her exquisite musical instincts, she ends up pushing against the limits of how human we allow pop celebrities to be. We count on these people to help us organize our emotions. But if a hit single is a receptacle for human feeling, Charli isn't tucking her moods into neat little boxes. Her songs are more like overfilled water balloons, swollen to the point where you can see straight through them.
It's a weird kind of expertise, and she had to earn it. At 32, the British singer has been releasing pop music for half her life, which makes "Brat," her sixth album, an achievement against all odds. Who smashes it out of the park on their sixth try? After her early Tumblr-era singles ("Nuclear Seasons," "Stay Away"), she achieved tangential fame penning knockout hooks for others (Iggy Azalea's "Fancy," Icona Pop's ur-"Brat" anthem "I Love It") and finally scored a hit of her own with 2014's "Boom Clap." Then she spent a decade adrift, toggling between hyperpop and decidedly less-hyper pop. "Brat" sort of splits the difference. The album's distorted timbres are absolutely feral, but the melodies are platinum rebar, with Charli and her producers cranking up that contrast until her urgency starts to resemble desperation. If it's hard to distinguish whether you're hearing a party girl who refuses to let go of her youth, or a singer who refuses to let go of her pop dream, or a woman who refuses to let go of her humanity, it's because you're hearing all three.
When "Brat" dropped in early June, public excitement frothed so fast, the music soon had the precarious job of overcoming its own hype. Fans rechristened the hot months "'Brat' summer." Vogue declared the sickly electric green seen on the album's cover this year's "Barbie" pink. Memes were made. Merch was sold. TikTok users came up with a signature dance for "Apple," the album's most orderly cut. "The music has been almost secondary," New York Magazine wrote in an August profile, which felt as confusing as saying Beatlemania was almost as important as the Beatles, and yes, I'm citing those guys here because "Brat" is as close to a pop masterpiece as the 21st century will allow.
Every track on this album earns its place by performing some kind of sweet-tart, melody-discordance balancing act, and during the most monumental of the lot, "Sympathy Is a Knife," Charli sings about her jealousies, her desire to be affirmed and her shame for being so needy about it. "I feel all these feelings I can't control," she wails on the chorus -- followed by an "Oh no!" that sounds as if it's being shouted into a crashing tidal wave of bad neurochemistry. But as a songwriter, she's ultimately controlling all those emotions, sculpting them into shapes that invite all our opposing impulses to sing together. Some may choose to write sincere college term papers about this music. Others will do drugs to it and dance like they have rabies. The fact of the matter is that your cleanest thinking self and your most-tweaked lizard brain can finally move together in a pure state of mutual abandon.
Does that make you messy? Somewhere in the hype fugue, everyone decided that "Brat" needed some kind of explainer synonym, and then everyone seemed to decide on "messy." Fine. Sobbing through your mascara in the ladies room of the club feels like a welcome rebuke to the meticulous achiever personae so many choose to perform on social media -- that is, until being messy starts to feel like another kind of performance, a different kind of box. When asked about the meaning of "Brat," Charli described it to an interviewer on TikTok like so: "You're just, like, that girl who is a little messy and likes to party and, like, maybe says some, like, dumb things sometimes. ... That's Brat."
The messiness spread. This was "Brat," that was "Brat." On a Sunday evening in July, shortly after Vice President Kamala Harris announced her candidacy for president of the United States, Charli herself dropped the big one: "kamala IS brat." Within moments, an impulsive social media blurt began to feel like a branding fumble, the Harris campaign glomming onto a perceived endorsement, instantly putting the b-word in the mouths of political pundits on every network. Pitchfork sprung into action that week, publishing an obituary for "Brat" summer, which, despite the rigor and good humor of its argument, didn't quite send "Brat" to an early grave. Did Charli even care about any of this? Didn't seem like it. "Brat" overfloweth. If a splatter spills onto Jake Tapper, that's just how it goes.

Charli XCX performs in Baltimore in September. (Henry Redcliffe)


Now autumn is here, and Charli is out on tour, sweeping her green mess into arena-size boxes across America, seeing if her songs can survive offline as she launches them into the hard churn of reality -- which, on a recent Thursday night outside of CFG Bank Arena in downtown Baltimore, felt more real than anticipated. "Ecstasy! Ecstasy!" shouted a cheerful man pacing up and down the sidewalk, pushing pills to the concert queue as if slinging hot dogs at Camden Yards. I don't remember that happening outside a Taylor Swift concert, do you? Maybe he was just telling us what to expect inside.
About that. The bass felt religious, and the lights felt blinding, which might explain why Charli performed most of the show shielded behind a pair of massive black sunglasses. Or was she hiding from us? Girlboss confidence and crippling self-doubt is another animating tension in the music of "Brat," and instead of blasting through her songs in a solid 90-minute rampage, Charli spent her headlining slot toggling back and forth with Troye Sivan, her friend and foil, who seemed to be only interrupting the euphoric boom-boom of Charli's songs with naughty, midtempo unfun. Imagine if a sex columnist at an Ivy League college newspaper learned how to sing but not how to dance. Charli might not know how to dance, either. Her moves felt unchoreographed, like real-time rhythmic responses, which included lots of ghost punching, door knocking, hair whipping and performative wedgie picking. During the disorienting dribble of "Guess," she fell to her knees and licked the stage she had been stomping on, as if trying to taste the difference between Miley Cyrus tonguing that sledgehammer in the "Wrecking Ball" video and Iggy Pop rolling around in peanut butter.
"Did anyone out there have a 'Brat' summer?" Charli asked before "Sympathy Is a Knife," the song's carbonated sense of dread retroactively coloring the second half of her question: "And are you going to be having a 'Brat' fall?" Catch that? "Brat" summer is not, in fact, forever. In all of her wild feeling and deep knowing, Charli obviously understands that nothing ever is. In that aforementioned magazine profile, she described her unexpected career resurgence as something fleeting and beyond her control, "a 'sit back and watch it burn' situation for me."
But is anything really burning here? It's our reflex to genuflect before artists who present themselves as fire starters, or rule breakers, or tradition smashers. But Chari XCX's grand accomplishment doesn't involve demolition, insurrection or arson. She knows the stakes of pop stardom. She knows even more about its limits. She kicks and cries inside the space of her magnificent pop songs with everything she's got, but when the music industry pays you to appease a world of unknowable strangers, you can never be a revolutionary. You can only be a brat.
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Gabriel LaBelle keeps portraying the greats. Could he be one?
How did Gabriel LaBelle, star of "Saturday Night," nail Lorne Michaels? With work, charisma and "dad energy."
By Jake Kring-Schreifels | 2024-10-03
Gabriel LaBelle had the ultimate cheat code for his first movie lead: He could ask Steven Spielberg anything.
As LaBelle prepared his Spielberg variation in the semi-autobiographical "The Fabelmans," the Canadian actor had an all-access pass to his boss and subject. LaBelle pored over the 8-millimeter films Spielberg had made as a child, studied Spielberg's heroes (John Ford, Frank Capra) and closely observed the auteur's mannerisms and knowing grin. Any questions were a shoulder tap away.
"I interviewed Steven three times a week," says LaBelle, 22. "I really picked his brain about everything."
LaBelle got a different instruction when he signed up for his latest big role: Do not talk to Lorne Michaels.

Director Jason Reitman says of Gabriel LaBelle: "He's an unstoppable force. I think there's a reason why he's as far as he is in his career at such a young age." (Philip Cheung for The Washington Post) 


"Saturday Night" director Jason Reitman had his reasons. The movie -- a "thriller-comedy" that chronicles in real time the 90 minutes leading up to the first broadcast of "Saturday Night Live" in 1975 -- isn't concerned with imitation so much as capturing the essence of its generational personalities: Chevy Chase, John Belushi, Gilda Radner, Andy Kaufman. Not their vibes as transfigured by 50 years of mythmaking, but "who they were on that day."
So who was Lorne Michaels on the evening of Oct. 11, 1975? He was anxious, inspired, at the end of his rope and on the cusp of erecting a comedic dynasty. "And Gabe is an expert at projecting that essence," Reitman says.

The new Jason Reitman movie, "Saturday Night," stars, from left, Gabriel LaBelle as Lorne Michaels, Ella Hunt as Gilda Radner, Matt Wood as John Belushi and Dylan O'Brien as Dan Aykroyd. (Hopper Stone/Sony Pictures)


How'd LaBelle bottle it? He read books, listened to interviews (particularly one with Tom Snyder on "The Tomorrow Show" before the first SNL aired) and worked out his version of Michaels's signature speaking style (that clipped Canadianese) and notorious superiority complex (that unshakable, and perhaps irreplaceable, ego). To really get into Michaels's head, he tried to answer questions posed by Reitman: "What is it like to be a visionary where people can't see what you see? What is it like to be a father to all these wayward comedians? What does it feel like to build an orphanage for artists?"
Maybe most pressing: Why hasn't John Belushi signed his contract yet?

Gabriel LaBelle's most recent directors compare him to Dustin Hoffman and a young Tom Cruise. (Philip Cheung for The Washington Post) 


When "Saturday Night" begins -- at 10 p.m. on the night of the first taping of "NBC's Saturday Night" (it would be renamed later) -- Lorne Michaels is anything but the TV eminence of today. Instead he's the rebellious, stressed-out but driven captain of a ship in the fog. The destination's obscured and dangers abound: lighting rigs breaking, crew members quitting, comedians quarreling, schedules changing. And network suits breathing down his neck.
As LaBelle notes, it was nothing like the well-oiled Rockefeller Center machine he would eventually get to witness. When LaBelle finally did meet the real Michaels after an SNL taping, just a day before production on "Saturday Night" began in March, he realized he had nothing left to glean. "I'm studying Lorne as a 29-year-old and he's 79," he says. "If anything, it was kind of a reassurance that I didn't need to talk to him."
These days, SNL may be a weekly miracle of topical sketches, satirical music videos and the odd insane gamble, but no one really doubts it'll work. LaBelle's job was to embody an SNL that very nearly didn't. To portray that kind of mess, he says, "there's a lot of deconstruction you have to do in your mind."
LaBelle has worked backward before, to that place where innocence and inspiration mingle. As the teenage Sammy Fabelman, he burst into Hollywood channeling the wonder and ambition of a budding filmmaker alongside the disillusionment of a son witnessing his parents' separation. And earlier this year, he co-starred in Adam Rehmeier's indie "Snack Shack," stealing scenes and re-creating '90s high jinks as Moose, the director's entrepreneurial real-life teenage best friend. With Michaels in "Saturday Night," LaBelle portrays yet another young, determined striver.

"Saturday Night" takes place on the night of the first SNL show, with, from left, Ella Hunt as Gilda Radner, Kim Matula as Jane Curtin, Cooper Hoffman as Dick Ebersol, Rachel Sennott as Rosie Shuster, Lamorne Morris as Garrett Morris, Josh Brener as Alan Zweibel and Gabriel LaBelle as Lorne Michaels. (Hopper Stone/Sony Pictures)


But he's more than a copycat. Vanity Fair described LaBelle as  a "perspicaciously talented actor," a multifaceted operator capable of drawing you in with warm, subtle, devastating expressions (as in "The Fabelmans," when he discovers his mother's infidelity while scrolling through old home videos). But he can just as easily pivot into "a whirlwind of manic adolescent enthusiasm," as described in one New York Times review. At times quick-witted, bold and profane -- despite that earnest and youthful face -- LaBelle spikes his small frame with unexpected and outsize spunk.
His most recent directors compare him to Dustin Hoffman and a young Tom Cruise (an unintentional "Rain Man" chimera), who doesn't just impersonate legends but scratches beneath the top layer of collective memory. All three roles, LaBelle says, reflect the spirit of soon-to-be larger-than-life figures who "just so innocently want to make something and want to be someone."
Huh. An ambitious and promising young man on the cusp of a big moment? Let's consider the evidence.
"I think there's two qualities that I see in Gabe's eyes," Reitman says. "One: He's a dreamer. I don't think that's something you can fake. Secondly, and this is really specific to Gabe: He's an unstoppable force. I think there's a reason why he's as far as he is in his career at such a young age. There is an energy you pick off of him and you see it in his eyes when he works. Nothing will stop him."

Gabriel LaBelle, center, on the set of the "Saturday Night," with Matt Wood, right, as John Belushi and at left, Kim Matula as Jane Curtin and Emily Fairn as Laraine Newman. (Hopper Stone/Sony Pictures)


Nothing? "That's just what's fun about playing Lorne and Sammy [Fabelman]," LaBelle says. "I understand where they're going."
It was easy to absorb LaBelle's infectious and aspirational energy (he's a self-described extrovert and serious coffee drinker) during a recent conversation from his apartment in Los Angeles, where he moved two years ago. Wearing a black Led Zeppelin T-shirt and showcasing his signature curls, LaBelle still perks up narrating his acting story. He was 8, at theater camp in his hometown of Vancouver, when he learned to dance and sing and put on such productions as "Footloose," "Grease," "Smokey Joe's Cafe" and "Shrek." (Yes, "Shrek." He wasn't even born when the original movie came out.) "For me, it was, 'Oh, this is the rest of my life,'" he says.
It wasn't exactly a stretch. His father, Rob LaBelle, is a character actor who has appeared in various American-produced (but Vancouver-filmed) movies and TV shows over the past three decades (he had three different roles on "Star Trek: Voyager" and appeared in "Watchmen"). But his father, LaBelle says, "really stayed out of it and let me find it on my own." After a small part in a television series that Rob produced, LaBelle stacked bit roles throughout middle and high school, bouncing around the CW and Netflix and occasionally a Hollywood production like "The Predator" (2018).
In 2021, after forgoing drama school but landing a formidable role on the Showtime series "American Gigolo," LaBelle sent in a tape for the unnamed Amblin project that would change his life. He got a callback two months later, Zoomed with Spielberg and landed the role the next day. The two found common ground -- not just their Judaism, but their similar family histories, too. Like Spielberg's, LaBelle's parents divorced when he was young. "When you are connecting with a director on anything, it is just so glorious," LaBelle says. "But especially if it's something that both of you have gone through personally. You really understand what it is you're making. It's enlightening."
Reitman caught "The Fabelmans" and pitched LaBelle, meeting him for coffee after the movie's London premiere in early 2023. The actor "seemed way beyond his years," Reitman says, especially for a 20-year-old going through his first big Hollywood experience. "The way he told stories, the way he made jokes, the way he just carried himself -- there was a confidence in him."

Julia Butters and Gabriel LaBelle in 2022's "The Fabelmans." (Universal Pictures/Moviestore/Shutterstock)


So, sure -- if this kid could pull off Spielberg, he could pull off Michaels. "The core principle of Lorne Michaels in our movie is he's a father to all these wayward comedians and needs to figure out how to be a different parent to each of them," Reitman says. "What I could already tell was Gabe had that dad energy."
Rehmeier sensed something similar on the set of "Snack Shack." The movie, based on the director's adolescence in Nebraska, had a small budget and 30 days to shoot on location. So it was refreshing for Rehmeier to see LaBelle, whose rapid-fire dialogue sets the movie's freewheeling tone, in the lobby of the crew's lodge, working off hard copies of the script and running his lines old-school. "I work with a lot of young actors, and they're not all as focused as Gabe," Rehmeier says. "There's a lot of alliteration in the way that Moose speaks, and Gabe took it really seriously."
Throughout "Snack Shack," LaBelle ("the movie's bawdy M.V.P.") is a kinetic force, moving and motormouthing in synchronicity. He puts the same skill to work in the frenetic "Saturday Night," which is packed with Sorkinesque walk-and-talks as cast and crew scramble to put on the show. (Reitman shot the entire movie twice -- the first time with stand-ins -- to get the choreography just right.) Memorably, there's a five-minute one-shot that recalls the floating camera of "Birdman," introducing dozens of characters and requiring LaBelle to hit several crucial, complicated marks. On each take, LaBelle recalls, co-star Andrew Barth Feldman (as talent coordinator Neil Levy) "would do something brilliant" after moving into the frame, "and immediately, I think, 'I can't f--- up because I can't ruin his take.'"
LaBelle wasn't nervous until he reached one of the movie's key scenes: an argument between him and Cooper Hoffman, who plays NBC exec Dick Ebersol. The actors had become good friends, going back to when Hoffman (son of Philip Seymour) worked as an assistant on "The Fabelmans." The scene, set in a stairwell, is a break from the movie's backstage chaos. Ebersol relays to Michaels that the network isn't just giving him a hard time -- everyone, including Johnny Carson, actively wants his new show to fail. When LaBelle hears those words, Reitman zooms his camera right up to the actor's face as he considers a career that might shortly self-immolate.

Gabriel LaBelle caught the acting bug at age 8, at theater camp: "For me, it was, 'Oh, this is the rest of my life.'" (Philip Cheung for The Washington Post) 


Emotionally, "Saturday Night" centers on that moment. (Although a certain interruption by Belushi, played by Matt Wood, leaves an impression, too.)
"This is a movie that is one 90-minute scene, and it sits on Gabe's shoulders the entire time," Reitman says. "One of the most important things he does is every time the movie stops for a second and looks in his eyes, we know exactly how we're supposed to feel."
We know how it worked out for young Spielberg and Michaels. And for LaBelle?
When he's not enjoying time with family in Vancouver, he's thinking big. He wants to write, direct, produce, maybe even start his own company someday. "I just see this industry as an abundant garden," he says, "and I want to eat all the fruit that I can."
But also: Have fun. It's advice that Willem Dafoe, who plays another NBC exec in "Saturday Night," gave him between takes. "We'd have this really serious scene we're doing," LaBelle says. "And then in the middle of it, we're dancing and singing and making faces and pretending to punch each other in the face and the balls." In other words, he says, "like what you do." And: stay off social media. LaBelle has avoided it since the start of the pandemic. "My health has improved tremendously," he says.
"He's thinking about all the right things," Reitman says, before jokingly suggesting that LaBelle could portray even more notable Jewish figures from history if he wanted.
LaBelle thinks not. He's excited to sign onto a new project (which he can't discuss) in January, but he says he's pausing on playing more real-life figures for now. Too many boxes to check, characteristics to nail. "I'd rather invent all of those things myself."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/movies/2024/10/03/gabriel-labelle-saturday-night/
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Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-10-02

"Building Stories" is an ongoing exhibit at the National Building Museum. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER
Eight exhibitions are on view through Dec. 8: "Ralph Steadman: And Another Thing," "Joseph Holston: Call and Response," "Endless Transformations: The Alchemy of Connie Imboden," "Faces of the Republican Party," "New American Landscapes," "Mira Hecht: In the Center Thereof Rose a Fountain," "Pegan Brooke: Flux II, Light on Water," and "A Sight to Behold: The Corcoran Legacy Collection of Nineteenth and Early Twentieth-Century American Landscape Paintings." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM
"A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through March 2. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DUMBARTON OAKS
"Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through May 31. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"The White House," through June. This installation by Colombian artist Santiago Montoya features 12 houses of varying sizes -- 11 made of coal and one made of white chocolate. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
* FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY
"Into the Vault: Books of the 1620s," through Oct. 13. After a four-year renovation, the Capitol Hill institution has reopened its doors and christened its new Into the Vault gallery with this special exhibition highlighting texts from the Folger collection printed during the decade when Shakespeare's First Folio emerged.
"Imprints in Time," through Jan. 5. This display features rare books and manuscripts from the eclectic collection of Stuart and Mimi Rose. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM
"Irresistible: The Global Patterns of Ikat," through Dec. 21. Ikat textiles from nations around the world are on display in this celebration of the ancient resist-dyeing technique.
"Art Uncovered: Visionary Textile Scholars and Their Archives," through April 5. A global selection of letters, photos and more from the Arthur D. Jenkins Library's archives.
"A Tale of Two Houses," through May 17. An exploration of two houses central to D.C. history: the Woodhull House in Foggy Bottom and George Hewitt Myers's Kalorama residence. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through April 20. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization.
"Osgemeos: Endless Story," through Aug. 3. This full-floor presentation tracks the collaboration and artistic trajectory of Brazilian identical twins Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo.
"Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26, 2025. The exhibition of two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDENS
"Fragile Beauty: Art of the Ocean," through Jan. 5. This exhibition includes works that evoke the water, as well as pieces created with oceanic materials. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
KREEGER MUSEUM
"Here, In This Little Bay: Celebrating 30 Years at the Kreeger," through Saturday. This anniversary exhibition reflects on humanity's interactions with the natural environment through the gaze of 14 artists from nine countries. 2401 Foxhall Rd. NW. kreegermuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
"Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December 2025. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE
"Sacred Words: Revealing the Earliest Hebrew Book," through Jan. 12. The oldest known Hebrew book, featuring Sabbath morning prayers and liturgical poems, is on display.
"Billy Graham's Canvas Cathedral," through Jan. 26. A reflection on Billy Graham's evangelistic campaigns in the late 1940s.
"The Megiddo Mosaic: Foundations of Faith," through July 6. This interactive exhibit showcases an ancient mosaic floor discovered by archaeologists in 2005. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM
"Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7, 2025. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM
"Capital Brutalism," through Feb. 17. An exploration of the Metro system and seven D.C. buildings designed in the polarizing brutalist style.
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through March 17. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"Brick City," through spring 2025. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," through 2025. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
"Gordon Parks: Camera Portraits From the Corcoran Collection," through Jan. 12. A display of 25 portraits taken by groundbreaking photographer Gordon Parks between 1941 and 1970.
"In the Library: Life in the Impressionists' Paris," through Jan. 17. A selection of some 40 photographs and prints capturing the art scene in late 19th-century Paris.
"Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment," through Jan. 19. A presentation of 130 works, including paintings from Paul Cezanne, Claude Monet and Camille Pissarro, examines impressionism's origins.
"Spirit & Strength: Modern Art From Haiti," through March 9. Haiti's significance to the African diaspora is put on display in this exhibition featuring 21 recently gifted works. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE
"Reclaiming My Time," through February. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART
"From the Deep: In the Wake of Drexciya With Ayana V. Jackson," through Jan. 6. Artist Ayana V. Jackson uses animation, immersive video, installation, sound and scent in an exhibition inspired by the 1990s techno band Drexciya, whose albums imagined a mythical aquatopia populated by descendants of pregnant African women thrown (or who jumped) overboard into the Atlantic during the Middle Passage.
"Bruce Onobrakpeya: The Mask and the Cross," through Jan. 21. A showcase of Nigerian sculptor and printmaker Bruce Onobrakpeya's earliest commissions from the late 1960s.
"John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," on long-term view. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY
"Forensic Science on Trial," through June. An exhibition breaking down how forensic science has been used in more than 150 years of trials.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
"Sublime Light: Tapestry Art of DY Begay," through July 13. The first retrospective of the Navajo fiber artist's career features 48 tapestries spanning three decades of work.
"Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20, 2026. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART
"Staging the Supernatural: Ghosts and the Theater in Japanese Prints," through Sunday. This show of woodblock prints and illustrated books explores the roles that ghosts and spirits play in the theatrical retelling of Japanese legends and real events.
"Park Chan-kyong: Gathering," through Oct. 14. Known for his use of photography and film to examine modern Korea, this Seoul-based artist is the subject of a show inaugurating the museum's modern and contemporary galleries.
"An Epic of Kings: The Great Mongol Shahnama," through Jan. 12. An exhibition featuring 25 folios from the Shahnama, the celebrated medieval Persian manuscript.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11, 2026. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
"Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December 2025. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16, 2025. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS
"Holding Ground: Artists' Books for the National Museum of Women in the Arts," through Oct. 20. Nine works by celebrated book artists.
"Hung Liu: Making History," through Oct. 20. Paintings and prints by an artist who lived through Mao Zedong's totalitarian regime during the Cultural Revolution before immigrating to the United States.
"Suchitra Mattai: Myth From Matter," through Jan. 12. An exhibition pairing the Guyanese-born artist's recent work, including mixed media and sculpture, with objects sourced from D.C. collections.
"In Focus: Artists at Work," through April 20. Video documentaries explore the creative processes of eight contemporary artists. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
"Brilliant Exiles: American Women in Paris, 1900-1939," through Feb. 23. An exhibition highlighting the feats of 60 American women who traversed the Atlantic in the early 20th century in pursuit of creative freedom.
"This Morning, This Evening, So Soon: James Baldwin and the Voices of Queer Resistance," through April 20. Curated by Pulitzer Prize-winning writer Hilton Als, this collection explores the interconnected lives of Baldwin, Lorraine Hansberry, Bayard Rustin and other queer civil rights activists.
"Picturing the Presidents: Daguerreotypes and Ambrotypes from the National Portrait Gallery's Collection," through June 8. This exhibition features photographs of 11 U.S. presidents.
"Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 26, 2025. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4, 2026. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
*NATIONAL POSTAL MUSEUM
"Baseball: America's Home Run," through Jan. 5. This exhibition dives into the surprising ways baseball and postal history have intersected since the early 20th century.
"Voting by Mail: Civil War to Covid-19," through Feb. 23. This election year exhibition features objects spanning three centuries that have been used to help U.S. citizens vote by mail. 2 Massachusetts Ave. NE. postalmuseum.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION
"Where We Meet," through Nov. 10. An installation unifying works from the Phillips Collection and the Howard University Gallery of Art. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY
"Subversive, Skilled, Sublime: Fiber Art by Women," through Jan. 5. Works of cotton, wool, polyester and silk are presented in an exhibition that considers an alternative history of American art.
"Contemporary Craft at the Renwick Gallery," ongoing. More than 100 works composed of fiber, ceramics, glass, metal, wood and other materials showcase handmade art of the 21st century.
"Janet Echelman's 1.8 Renwick," ongoing. The American sculptor's fiber and lighting installation projects shadow drawings in colors that move from wall to wall. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM
"Artist to Artist," through May 18. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30, 2025. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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10 noteworthy books for October
New books this month include fiction from Michael Connelly and Glory Edim's memoir.
By Becky Meloan | 2024-10-02
As the weather cools and the days get darker, new fall books arrive in libraries and bookstores. Look out for fiction both historical and magical, new adventures from best-selling thriller writers, modern mysteries, memoir, and science.

(Bloomsbury)


One taste of an artisanal chocolate bar launched Jacobsen's journey through Central and South America in pursuit of wild and heirloom cacao beans whose flavors are influenced by the earth in which they grow. The James Beard Award-winning food writer's engaging narrative history doubles as an adventure tale, taking readers from Montezuma's treasure vaults to shrewd profiteers' warehouses. Recent years have seen a reclamation of cacao farming by small, sustainable, organic farmers using traditional methods but also modern brokers to bring their products to a worldwide audience, fueling a cacao renaissance. (Bloomsbury, Oct. 8)

(Atria/Primero Sueno)


Jaramillo's atmospheric first novel blends historical fiction and magical realism as it follows Nena Montoya over three alternating timelines: In 1943, Nena is a young woman yearning to understand visions that have plagued her since childhood; in 1793, after Nena has traveled through time to a convent-slash-coven, nuns help her grow into her power; and in the present day, 92-year-old Nena and her grandniece, Marta, connect with their family's supernatural legacy and search for Nena's long-lost daughter. (Atria/Primero Sueno Press, Oct. 8)

(Flatiron )


After a three-year estrangement, working-class father Frank Szatowski is invited to attend the wedding of his daughter, Maggie, to the son of a tech billionaire. Frank arrives at the opulent estate eager to reconnect, but something feels off: The groom is distracted; his mother is nowhere to be seen; and Frank has to sign a nondisclosure agreement just to be allowed on the property. Frank tries to focus on rebuilding his relationship with Maggie, but with rumors swirling that her fiance was involved in the disappearance of a local woman, he worries that his suspicions may push her away again. (Flatiron, Oct. 8)

(Park Row)


Alchemist Ginevra di Gasparo, exiled from medieval Florence for healing the sick with gemstones, is summoned by powerful men desperate to combat the encroaching black plague. But they don't want her healing skills; they want her to track down missing relics that the church believes will ward off sickness. If she can return the stolen items, she will clear her name and be recognized as a doctor, but danger and betrayal are constant threats. Rasche, a gemologist and historian, offers an interesting look at the intersection of folk magic, medicine and religion in the 14th century. (Park Row, Oct. 8)

(HarperVia)


A former "Dear Prudence" advice columnist turns his pen to fiction with a novel about a mid-century Manhattan hotel where young women are free to live outside their parents' homes until they find a husband or give up hope of ever doing so. A newly sober floor manager with a millinery conundrum, a lesbian bartender and an elevator operator whose palms must be greased on moving days are among the cast of unique characters whose entertaining dramas over minor rules of social interactions read like Emily Post on her second martini. (HarperVia, Oct. 15)

(Little, Brown)


Renee Ballard, leader of the Los Angeles Police Department's Open-Unsolved Unit, is worried that progress on a decades-old rape case might be derailed after her badge and gun go missing on personal time. But when she turns to retired detective Harry Bosch to help track her missing gear, his investigation takes a dangerous turn. Meanwhile, Bosch's daughter, Maddie, a Hollywood patrol cop, is hoping to track a lead of her own on the famously unsolved Black Dahlia murder case, in the hopes of jump-starting a detective career like her father's. Connelly's sixth book featuring Ballard provides a welcome look at her backstory that allows for a more nuanced portrayal of the gritty detective. (Little, Brown, Oct. 15)

(Atlantic Monthly)


Three strangers descend on the Nova Scotia coastal town of Maple Bay to search for a lost pirate's treasure. Peter is invited by his estranged grandmother, who is hoping to share the burden of a family secret. Teenage wannabe sleuth Dandy is a local whose late grandfather left her an enticing clue. Cass, an author with writer's block, seizes a housesitting opportunity to kick-start her next novel. When a shocking murder occurs, they must race to piece together notes, maps and decades-old stories resulting in unexpected connections. (Atlantic Monthly, Oct. 15)

(Delacorte)


Waking up shackled to a hospital bed with a broken arm, a concussion and no short-term memory, ex-military policeman Jack Reacher knows only one thing -- that whoever did this to him is going to regret it. Learning how and why he got there leads Reacher to a web of criminals under investigation by the FBI, and he teams up with a suspended Arizona police detective who is seeking revenge on one of the suspects in her father's murder. The 29th installment of the Reacher series feels fresh, with a mid-book twist that keeps the pages turning. (Delacorte, Oct. 22)

(Ballantine)


Reading was a passion and a place of refuge for Edim during a chaotic upbringing. With upheaval at home -- divorced parents, an abusive stepfather, a mother suffering from depression -- the words of writers like Maya Angelou, Nikki Giovanni and Audre Lorde showed Edim how to value herself and gave her a visceral understanding of the importance of representation in literature. Her memoir revisits how her desire to connect with others led her to start a book club in her Brooklyn neighborhood called "Well-Read Black Girl," which has since expanded into an online platform and nonprofit organization celebrating the works of Black authors. (Ballantine, Oct. 29)

(Del Rey)


Sciona earned her place as the first female Highmage at Bright Haven Academy through her brilliance and hard work, but the grueling process of gaining admission was only the first hurdle. Her male colleagues ensure that her research assistant is an untrained janitor, Thomil, a member of an Indigenous minority whose people were decimated by those currently in charge. Already aware of the sexism that holds her dreams just out of reach, she is soon awakened to the structural racism that keeps powerful people in control. When a threat emerges, she must pair her magic with Thomil's unexplored talents to keep the city safe. Wang deftly incorporates elements of science and philosophy into dark academia in this provocative stand-alone novel. (Del Rey, Oct. 29)
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Rich Homie Quan, young Atlanta rapper, dead at 33
Rich Homie Quan, whose hit "Flex" dominated radio stations in 2015, passed away at age 33, according to multiple reports.
By Herb Scribner | 2024-10-02

Rich Homie Quan performs in May in Louisville. (Stephen J. Cohen/Getty Images)


Update: A medical examiner's report released in October concluded Quan's death was accidental, from the combined toxic effects of fentanyl, alprazolam, codeine and promethazine. The original article follows.
Rich Homie Quan, an Atlanta-based rapper known for his 2015 hit "Flex" and ties to Young Thug and Michigan State, has died. He was 33.
The rapper, whose full name is Dequantes Devontay Lamar, was confirmed dead by the Fulton County, Ga., medical examiner's office in a statement sent to The Washington Post on Thursday. A cause of death was not revealed, though an autopsy has been scheduled for Friday, Sept. 6, the statement said. Both TMZ and Rolling Stone reported that Lamar's family confirmed the rapper's passing.
Lamar is the latest in a string of rappers who have died at young ages in recent years, including Young Dolph (36), Nipsey Hussle (33) and Pop Smoke (20). All three of those rappers died in shooting-related incidents.
Lamar first burst on the rap scene in 2013 with his hit song "Type of Way." The song made him somewhat of a star at Michigan State in the same year as the school's football team made a run to the Rose Bowl. "Type of Way" was the team's theme song that year, and he spent time on the sidelines cheering on the school.
Other popular tracks from his musical library include 2015's "Flex (Ooh, Ooh, Ooh)" and a feature on YG's 2014 song "My Hitta," which both charted on the Billboard Hot 100. The rapper also linked up with Young Thug for the 2014 hit "Lifestyle" as a part of the rap supergroup Rich Gang. His latest single, titled "Ah'chi," featured 2 Chainz and was released in July.
Rumors of the rapper's death first appeared on social media Wednesday afternoon, with multiple fans and fellow rappers posting about him. His collaborator T.O. Green posted an image of Rich Homie Quan with the words "RIP." Another associate of his, Richard Stark, posted "I'm devastated" on his Instagram Story as news of his passing came to light.
Other rappers paid homage to the rapper, including Playboi Carti, who shared a video and photo of him on Instagram, and Migos rapper Quavo, who posted a picture of himself, Takeoff, Young Thug, Rich Homie Quan and Offset together on Instagram, writing, "May God be with US never saw this being apart of our journey." (Takeoff, who was in the Migos rap group with Quavo, passed away in 2022.)
This month, Rich Homie Quan's name was brought up during the racketeering trial of rapper Young Thug. On Tuesday, Lil Woody, real name Kenneth Copeland, was asked a question about Young Thug's relationship with Rich Homie Quan and then tried to ask Thug about their relationship from the stand, in a moment that had the courtroom laughing. Copeland previously testified that he fired a gun at Rich Homie Quan's father's barbershop, according to Billboard.
Samantha Chery contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/music/2024/09/05/rich-homie-quan-dead-atlanta/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

      Commanders

      Washington Post coverage of the Washington Commanders NFL team.


      
        Commanders quarterly report: Standouts, disappointments, pressing questions
        Sam Fortier

        At 3-1, the arrow is pointing up for the Washington Commanders. There is plenty to praise from the first four games, even beyond rookie sensation Jayden Daniels.

      

      
        These three stats show just how good the Commanders' offense has been
        Nicki Jhabvala

        "It's fun times right now," wide receiver Terry McLaurin said of the team's hot start, which has featured numbers that are difficult for fans to fathom.

      

      
        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Commanders quarterly report: Standouts, disappointments, pressing questions
At 3-1, the arrow is pointing up for the Washington Commanders. There is plenty to praise from the first four games, even beyond rookie sensation Jayden Daniels.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-10-03

Safety Quan Martin has been one of the few Commanders defensive players to stand out thus far. (AP Photo/Rick Scuteri)


The Washington Commanders finished the first quarter of the season 3-1, the talk of the league and with more hope than there has been for the franchise in the last decade. The team is leading the NFC East with the two preseason favorites, Dallas and Philadelphia, reeling.
Though it's likely the Commanders will hit a lull at some point, rookie quarterback Jayden Daniels's electric play in huge wins over Cincinnati and Arizona established they are on the right path. Even an old rival is acknowledging it.
"I hate I have to tweet this.." former Dallas Cowboys wide receiver Dez Bryant recently wrote on X. "but ... the commanders [are] going to be a problem this year!"
Here's a look at the Commanders after four games:
Not even the most optimistic fan could have dreamed Daniels would be this good this fast. He's one of the league's biggest stories -- winning games, winning awards, setting records, selling jerseys and getting showered with compliments by legends such as Tom Brady and Aaron Rodgers. The NFL made him its header photo on social media.
Daniels has been lauded by many in the national media, including ESPN personality Stephen A. Smith, and the excitement has spilled over to pop culture: the popular X account ArtButMakeItSports compared one of Daniels's celebrations to "Ascension Tapestry" by the Italian painter Raphael in 1516.
Daniels laughed and downplayed the growing national attention.
"I'm still a rookie in my eyes," he said. "I let everybody else do the talking for me."
Kliff Kingsbury: The offensive coordinator -- who last year thought he'd never coach again -- is leading one of the NFL's hottest units. He has built an up-tempo scheme around Daniels and maxed out his talents without putting too much on his shoulders.
One of the best illustrations of the early success: By Expected Points Added -- an advanced metric that gives yards context -- Washington has the second best offense in the first four weeks of a season since 1999. The only better start belongs to the 2007 New England Patriots, who went undefeated through the regular season.
The Austins: Ekeler (running back) and Seibert (kicker) have been key role players. Before his concussion in Week 3, Ekeler was proving that, even at 29, he was still an effective runner and receiver with a knack for generating yards after the catch.
Seibert rescued the team from its lengthy kicker carousel. His seven field goals in his Week 2 debut set a franchise record, and he hasn't missed yet.
2024 draft class: Washington is playing its rookies at one of the league's highest rates -- and not only is Daniels impressing, but several others are as well, including wide receiver Luke McCaffrey and left tackle Brandon Coleman, who is rotating with veteran Cornelius Lucas. Cornerback Mike Sainristil has had an up and down start but is a significant contributor, too.
Two others have flashed -- tight end Ben Sinnott and edge rusher Javontae Jean-Baptiste -- but Coleman could be the steal of the group. The No. 67 overall pick has improved each week, and his teammates are high on his future.
"He's a franchise tackle," right tackle Andrew Wylie said.
Most of the defense: While the unit flashed improvement in Week 4, it has been a troubling start for new coordinator Joe Whitt Jr., the two highly paid defensive tackles (Jonathan Allen and Daron Payne) and nearly every cornerback (though Benjamin St-Juste has been solid).
The team is ranked 27th in scoring and 32nd in EPA per play.
Everything has been out of sync. When Whitt has tried to use two-high coverages to help the struggling pass defense, the unit has struggled to stop the run; and when Whitt has loaded up the box to stop the run, the unit has struggled to stop the pass.
There are a few bright spots, including linebacker Frankie Luvu and safety Quan Martin. But they haven't been good enough to paper over the problems. The only time the defense played complementary football in the first four games was the second half against Arizona.
Offensive line: One of the biggest concerns before the season has been ... fine! The line is helped by Kingsbury's scheme and Daniels's legs and decisiveness, but even during true dropback passes, the unit has held up fairly well. The interior has been especially strong with center Tyler Biadasz and guards Sam Cosmi and Nick Allegretti.
If the Commanders face big deficits, the tackles -- Wylie, Lucas and Coleman -- could struggle. But the offense hasn't been forced to play catch up too often, which allows Kingsbury to play to the their strengths. That has helped the unit overperform expectations by a substantial margin.
Can the offense keep this up? The second quarter of the season begins against two talented defenses in Cleveland and Baltimore. Sustaining this excellence will be key for Kingsbury, whose groups faded down the stretch at Texas Tech and with the Arizona Cardinals.
Can the defense shore up the leaks? The team could be a more legitimate threat if the defense just got into the top 20. But it seems possible the team simply doesn't have the talent, especially at corner.
"We haven't found the group," Whitt said of the corners last week. "I'm still waiting on a couple of guys
to say, 'Hey, I am the guy that is going to do this each weekend.' And I don't care who it is."
How inspired are the fans? This isn't just about creating home-field advantage for the first time in years. It's about how far the fans are willing to travel. The only road game of the second quarter is in Baltimore, and how many Commanders fans make that trip could indicate their investment in this franchise.
If the team keeps winning, will Peters be aggressive? The trade deadline is Nov. 4, and the team could make a move for a position of need, such as cornerback or receiver. Las Vegas Raiders star wideout Davante Adams has reportedly requested a trade, and while he might not make the most sense for the Commanders -- he'll turn 32 this season and would cost a lot -- he's the type of player who could elevate the team.
The second quarter features three tougher defenses (Cleveland, Baltimore and Chicago), as well as three important quarterback matchups. Daniels will face Cleveland's Deshaun Watson, for whom he grew up rooting, Baltimore's Lamar Jackson, to whom he's often compared, and Chicago's Caleb Williams, who was picked ahead of him in April's draft.
Carolina seems likely to stick with veteran Andy Dalton over Bryce Young, the 2023 No. 1 pick whom the Panthers benched for poor play.
Washington will want to sustain this pace heading into a division-heavy third quarter of the season: at the New York Giants, vs. Pittsburgh, at Philadelphia and vs. Dallas.
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These three stats show just how good the Commanders' offense has been
"It's fun times right now," wide receiver Terry McLaurin said of the team's hot start, which has featured numbers that are difficult for fans to fathom.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-10-03

Commanders wide receiver Terry McLaurin pulls in touchdown pass Sunday against the Arizona Cardinals. (Ross D. Franklin/AP)


Terry McLaurin entered the NFL in 2019 and has yet to play with the same quarterback in consecutive season openers. He has been on the field with 11 starters and had the most longevity with a quarterback (Taylor Heinicke) who once was on the brink of retirement and sleeping on his sister's couch while working toward a degree in math.
Few have seen a quarterback carousel spin as fast as McLaurin has in Washington, a franchise that in recent years has produced some of the worst offenses in multiple metrics. As McLaurin approached yet another offseason of change this year, he had reason for skepticism: He had been told many times the next season would be different, only to realize it wasn't.
Four games into this campaign, McLaurin still cautions "it's early," but his unbridled joy about the Commanders' turnaround and the play of rookie quarterback Jayden Daniels speaks volumes about the trajectory of the franchise.
"It's fun times right now," McLaurin said after the Commanders' 42-14 win in Arizona on Sunday.
Daniels's record-setting performances have turned the Commanders, one of the worst offenses in the league last season, into one of the most prolific.
When Washington selected Daniels with the second pick in April's draft, it could only hope such change would come.
"But to think he would start like this, no, I don't think anybody would've said that," Coach Dan Quinn said Monday. "... If you're around him, you feel this work ethic and there's no magic pixie dust that we're throwing into him. It is absolutely grinding, working. A lot of confidence comes from that, because he can enter the game knowing that he put the work in."
Daniels's play has helped Washington mask some of its deficiencies elsewhere, including the offensive line, where the Commanders have struggled with protection and presnap penalties. He can threaten the defense with his pinpoint accuracy and his ability to run, which has put him in elite company with 218 rushing yards through four games. And his vision behind the line and quick decision-making have been among the many traits past Washington QBs never showed.
Offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury's units have typically drawn from his college roots with the Air Raid system, which spreads out receivers to attack the defense downfield and relies minimally on the running game. But in Washington, Kingsbury has proved capable of adapting his system to his personnel. The Commanders have used a heavy dose of quick passes and screens, and they have relied significantly on a running game that features Austin Ekeler, Brian Robinson Jr. and Daniels.
"We actually had some [plays] that were some of [Daniels's] favorite concepts from LSU, and we started from there and that was 100 percent from Kliff to say, 'Hey, what are some ones that, coming out of bed, you want this play called and you know it like the back of your hand?'" Quinn said Wednesday. "And so we started from there, and then as you added and you felt more comfortable, that's why the reps are so important."
The effectiveness -- and production -- of the Commanders' offense can be measured in multiple ways, almost all of which show a team trending in the opposite direction from where it headed last season. Boiled down, three statistics encapsulate the team's improvement and potential with Daniels at quarterback:
Daniels's completion percentage (87 for 106) leads the league and surpasses Tom Brady's 79.2 percent (95 for 120) in 2007 for the highest by a player in his team's first four games.
He set a single-game rookie record with his 91.3 completion percentage in Week 3 against the Cincinnati Bengals and followed that with an 86.7 completion percentage against the Cardinals, becoming the first player in NFL history with a completion percentage of 85 or higher in consecutive games.
At no point was his accuracy more critical and obvious than his third-and-seven touchdown pass under pressure to McLaurin in Cincinnati. But that aspect and his quick release were among his strengths coming out of LSU; he had a 66.3 completion percentage in his college career.
"Then there's the element, like I was hitting earlier, about the runs and the play passes that go with it," Quinn added. "And if you can make those two things look similar, with gap schemes and pulls, and then be able to throw to the tight end and slants off of run action, that can make it challenging. ... The third element, which is not necessarily scheme-driven, but it's Jayden and his ability to create a second play out on the move."
Daniels has the fourth-fastest average time to throw at 2.52 seconds, a product of his quick decision-making, release and Kingsbury's offense, which has focused on shorter passes, especially on early downs.
Dating back to their final drive of the season opener, the Commanders scored on 16 consecutive possessions (not including kneel downs), the longest such streak since 2000. Tress Way, who opened the season with a reasonable chance to break the franchise's record for punting yards, went two full games without punting -- not that he was complaining.
"He can just sling that ball," Way said of Daniels after the win in Arizona. "Terry looked over at me in the fourth quarter and we just kind of gave a high-five and he goes, 'Man, this is fun.' I go, 'This is a lot of fun.' So it's good. Hopefully we're just building things and getting things going."
Expected points added (EPA) is a measure of a team's efficiency that quantifies the number of points it adds to its expected total on a given play or drive. The Commanders' EPA per drive of plus-2.0 is the second highest of any team in the first four weeks of a season, trailing only the 2007 Patriots (plus-2.2).

(via TruMedia Sports)
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