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            Gov. DeSantis calls Milton's impact significant, with flooding and damaging winds. But he says "thankfully, this was not the worst case scenario."
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            Police in Tampa get multiple people to safety after a tree crashes into their home during Hurricane Milton.
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            Hurricane Milton made landfall Wednesday along Florida's Gulf Coast as a Category 3 storm, bringing powerful winds, deadly storm surge and potential flooding to much of the state. (AP video by Kate Payne)
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            Multiple powerful tornadoes ripped across Florida hours before Hurricane Milton made landfall Wednesday, tearing off roofs, overturning vehicles and sucking debris into the air as the black V-shaped columns moved through.
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            The fabric roof over the home of baseball's Tampa Bay Rays was ripped to shreds after Hurricane Milton came ashore, bringing wind gusts exceeding 100 mph and flooding parts of Florida.
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            The roof of the Tropicana Field is damaged the morning after Hurricane Milton hit the region, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A construction crane fell over into an office building that houses the Tampa Bay Times headquarters, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            The Ponce De Leon Hotel sign fell to the ground after Hurricane Milton made landfall in Florida, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024 in St Petersburg. (Lauren Peace/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            9 of 28 | 
            Houses lie in ruins after sustaining tornado and flood damage from Hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Matlacha, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            10 of 28 | 
            A house lies toppled off its stilts after the passage of Hurricane Milton, in Bradenton Beach on Anna Maria Island, Fla., Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            11 of 28 | 
            A man and child leave a rescue boat after high flood waters entered their apartment in the aftermath of Hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Clearwater, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            12 of 28 | 
            A water rescue team member walks through flood waters at an apartment complex in the aftermath of Hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Clearwater, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            13 of 28 | 
            People await being rescued from an apartment complex in the aftermath of Hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Clearwater, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            14 of 28 | 
            People are rescued from an apartment complex in the aftermath of Hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Clearwater, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            15 of 28 | 
            Women look at an uprooted tree the morning after Hurricane Milton hit the region, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Odessa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            16 of 28 | 
            Ron Rook, who said he was looking for people in need of help or debris to clear, walks through windy and rainy conditions on a deserted street in downtown Tampa, Fla., during the approach of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            17 of 28 | 
            Max Watts, of Buford, Ga., walks in the parking lot to check on a trailer parked outside the hotel where he is riding out Hurricane Milton with coworkers, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. Watts, who works for a towing company, was deployed with colleagues to Florida to aid in the aftermath of the storm. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            18 of 28 | 
            Chris Nation, of Commerce, Ga., climbs a tree and gestures while hanging out with coworkers outside the hotel where they are riding out Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. Nation, who works for a towing company, was deployed with colleagues to Florida to aid in the aftermath of the storm. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            19 of 28 | 
            Cattle graze near a greenhouse damaged by Hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Odessa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            20 of 28 | 
            A car sits in high water in front of a home in the aftermath of hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            21 of 28 | 
            A downed tree lies across a road after the passage of Hurricane Milton, in downtown Tampa, Fla., Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            22 of 28 | 
            A crane is seen across 1st Avenue South near the Tampa Bay Times offices in St. Petersburg, Florida, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, as Hurricane Milton's strong winds tore through the area. (Chris Urso/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            23 of 28 | 
            Joe Lindquist, 32, of St. Petersburg, walks over bricks near a fallen crane along 1st Avenue South near the Tampa Bay Times offices in St. Petersburg, Florida, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, as Hurricane Milton's strong winds tore through the area. (Chris Urso/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            24 of 28 | 
            Wind-driven rain soaks a street in downtown Tampa, Fla., during the passage of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            25 of 28 | 
            An aerial view of Tropicana Field's shredded roof in downtown St. Petersburg, Fla., in the wake of Hurricane Milton early Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (Max Chesnes/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            26 of 28 | 
            Drone images above Tropicana Field, home of the Tampa Bay Rays, show the shredded roof of the dome and the cots on the field, set up for first responders, among the debris, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024 in St. Petersburg, Fla. (Max Chesnes/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            27 of 28 | 
            Chris Nation, of Commerce, Ga., skids on puddles in the parking lot of the hotel where he's riding out Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. Nation, who works for a towing company, was deployed to Florida to aid in the aftermath of the storm. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            28 of 28 | 
            A man walking his dogs takes a picture from the sheltered entryway of the Hyatt Place Downtown Tampa hotel, as strong gusts of wind from Hurricane Milton blow sheets of rain along the street in Tampa, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo Rebecca Blackwell)
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                                    Gov. DeSantis calls Milton's impact significant, with flooding and damaging winds. But he says "thankfully, this was not the worst case scenario."
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                                    Police in Tampa get multiple people to safety after a tree crashes into their home during Hurricane Milton.
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                                    Hurricane Milton made landfall Wednesday along Florida's Gulf Coast as a Category 3 storm, bringing powerful winds, deadly storm surge and potential flooding to much of the state. (AP video by Kate Payne)
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                                    Multiple powerful tornadoes ripped across Florida hours before Hurricane Milton made landfall Wednesday, tearing off roofs, overturning vehicles and sucking debris into the air as the black V-shaped columns moved through.
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                                    The fabric roof over the home of baseball's Tampa Bay Rays was ripped to shreds after Hurricane Milton came ashore, bringing wind gusts exceeding 100 mph and flooding parts of Florida.
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            6 of 28 | 
            The roof of the Tropicana Field is damaged the morning after Hurricane Milton hit the region, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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                                    The roof of the Tropicana Field is damaged the morning after Hurricane Milton hit the region, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A construction crane fell over into an office building that houses the Tampa Bay Times headquarters, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            The Ponce De Leon Hotel sign fell to the ground after Hurricane Milton made landfall in Florida, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024 in St Petersburg. (Lauren Peace/Tampa Bay Times via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 28

                                    
                                    The Ponce De Leon Hotel sign fell to the ground after Hurricane Milton made landfall in Florida, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024 in St Petersburg. (Lauren Peace/Tampa Bay Times via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 28 | 
            Houses lie in ruins after sustaining tornado and flood damage from Hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Matlacha, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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                                    Houses lie in ruins after sustaining tornado and flood damage from Hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Matlacha, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            10 of 28 | 
            A house lies toppled off its stilts after the passage of Hurricane Milton, in Bradenton Beach on Anna Maria Island, Fla., Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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                                    A house lies toppled off its stilts after the passage of Hurricane Milton, in Bradenton Beach on Anna Maria Island, Fla., Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            11 of 28 | 
            A man and child leave a rescue boat after high flood waters entered their apartment in the aftermath of Hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Clearwater, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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                                    A man and child leave a rescue boat after high flood waters entered their apartment in the aftermath of Hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Clearwater, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            12 of 28 | 
            A water rescue team member walks through flood waters at an apartment complex in the aftermath of Hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Clearwater, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            13 of 28 | 
            People await being rescued from an apartment complex in the aftermath of Hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Clearwater, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            People are rescued from an apartment complex in the aftermath of Hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Clearwater, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Women look at an uprooted tree the morning after Hurricane Milton hit the region, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Odessa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Ron Rook, who said he was looking for people in need of help or debris to clear, walks through windy and rainy conditions on a deserted street in downtown Tampa, Fla., during the approach of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Max Watts, of Buford, Ga., walks in the parking lot to check on a trailer parked outside the hotel where he is riding out Hurricane Milton with coworkers, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. Watts, who works for a towing company, was deployed with colleagues to Florida to aid in the aftermath of the storm. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Chris Nation, of Commerce, Ga., climbs a tree and gestures while hanging out with coworkers outside the hotel where they are riding out Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. Nation, who works for a towing company, was deployed with colleagues to Florida to aid in the aftermath of the storm. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Cattle graze near a greenhouse damaged by Hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Odessa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A car sits in high water in front of a home in the aftermath of hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            A downed tree lies across a road after the passage of Hurricane Milton, in downtown Tampa, Fla., Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            A crane is seen across 1st Avenue South near the Tampa Bay Times offices in St. Petersburg, Florida, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, as Hurricane Milton's strong winds tore through the area. (Chris Urso/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            23 of 28 | 
            Joe Lindquist, 32, of St. Petersburg, walks over bricks near a fallen crane along 1st Avenue South near the Tampa Bay Times offices in St. Petersburg, Florida, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, as Hurricane Milton's strong winds tore through the area. (Chris Urso/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            Wind-driven rain soaks a street in downtown Tampa, Fla., during the passage of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            An aerial view of Tropicana Field's shredded roof in downtown St. Petersburg, Fla., in the wake of Hurricane Milton early Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (Max Chesnes/Tampa Bay Times via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    25 of 28

                                    
                                    An aerial view of Tropicana Field's shredded roof in downtown St. Petersburg, Fla., in the wake of Hurricane Milton early Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (Max Chesnes/Tampa Bay Times via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            26 of 28 | 
            Drone images above Tropicana Field, home of the Tampa Bay Rays, show the shredded roof of the dome and the cots on the field, set up for first responders, among the debris, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024 in St. Petersburg, Fla. (Max Chesnes/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            Chris Nation, of Commerce, Ga., skids on puddles in the parking lot of the hotel where he's riding out Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. Nation, who works for a towing company, was deployed to Florida to aid in the aftermath of the storm. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            28 of 28 | 
            A man walking his dogs takes a picture from the sheltered entryway of the Hyatt Place Downtown Tampa hotel, as strong gusts of wind from Hurricane Milton blow sheets of rain along the street in Tampa, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo Rebecca Blackwell)
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    Stay up to date: Follow AP's live coverage of Hurricane Milton and the 2024 hurricane season.


    



TAMPA, Fla. (AP) -- Hurricane Milton barreled into the Atlantic Ocean on Thursday after plowing across Florida, where it knocked out power to more than 3 million customers and whipped up 150 tornadoes. The storm caused at least four deaths and compounded the misery wrought by Helene while sparing Tampa a direct hit.

The system tracked to the south in the final hours and made landfall late Wednesday as a Category 3 storm in Siesta Key, about 70 miles (112 kilometers) south of Tampa. Damage was widespread, and water levels may continue to rise for days, but Gov. Ron DeSantis said it was not "the worst-case scenario."

The deadly storm surge feared for Tampa never materialized, though the storm dumped up to 18 inches (45 centimeters) of rain in some areas, the governor said. The worst storm surge appeared to be in Sarasota County, where it was 8 to 10 feet (2.5 to 3 meters) -- lower than in the worst place during Helene.

    



"We will better understand the extent of the damage as the day progresses," DeSantis said. "We've got more to do, but we will absolutely get through this."

As dawn broke Thursday, storm-surge warnings were still posted for much of the east-central Florida coast and north into Georgia. Tropical storm warnings were in place along the coast into South Carolina. Officials in the hard-hit Florida counties of Hillsborough, Pinellas, Sarasota and Lee urged people to stay home, warning of downed power lines, trees in roads, blocked bridges and flooding.





"We'll let you know when it's safe to come out," Sheriff Chad Chronister of Hillsborough County, home to Tampa, said on Facebook.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Just inland from Tampa, the flooding in Plant City was "absolutely staggering," according to City Manager Bill McDaniel. Emergency crews rescued 35 people overnight, said McDaniel, who estimated the city received 13.5 inches (34 cm) of rain.

"We have flooding in places and to levels that I've never seen, and I've lived in this community for my entire life," he said in a video posted online Thursday morning.

    



The tiny barrier island of Matlacha, just off Fort Myers, got hit by both a tornado and a surge, with many of the colorful buildings in the fishing and tourist village sustaining serious damage. Tom Reynolds, 90, spent the morning sweeping out four feet of mud and water and collecting chunks of aluminum siding torn off by a twister that also picked up a car and threw it across the road.

Elsewhere on the island, a house was blown into a street, temporarily blocking it. Some structures caught fire. Reynolds said he planned to repair the home he built three decades ago.

"What else am I going to do?" he said.

In contrast, city workers on Anna Maria Island were grateful not to be wading through floodwaters as they picked up debris Thursday morning, two weeks after Helene battered buildings and blew in piles of sand up to 6 feet (1.8 m) high. Those piles may have helped shield homes from further damage, said Jeremi Roberts of the State Emergency Response Team.

"I'm shocked it's not more," city worker Kati Sands said as she cleared the streets of siding and broken lights. "We lost so much with Helene, there wasn't much left."

    



The storm knocked out power across a large section of Florida, with more than 3.4 million homes and businesses without electricity, according to poweroutage.us, which tracks utility reports.

The fabric that serves as the roof of Tropicana Field -- home of the Tampa Bay Rays baseball team in St. Petersburg -- was ripped to shreds by fierce winds. Debris littered the field, but no injuries were reported. Before the storm hit, first responders were moved from a staging area there.

St. Petersburg residents could no longer get water from their household taps because a water main break led the city to shut down service. Mayor Ken Welch had told residents to expect long power outages and the possible shutdown of the sewer system.

State officials said they completed more than 40 rescues overnight and crews would be going door to door in some areas Thursday. In Tampa, police said they rescued 15 people from a single-story home damaged by a fallen tree.

"We are laser-focused on search-and-rescue operations today," said Col. Mark Thieme, executive director of the Florida State Guard.

    



Among the scores of tornadoes, one twister touched down in the lightly populated Everglades and crossed Interstate 75. Another apparent tornado hit in Fort Myers, snapping tree limbs and tearing a gas station's canopy to shreds.

The Spanish Lakes Country Club near Fort Pierce, on Florida's Atlantic Coast, was hit particularly hard, with homes destroyed and at least four people killed in tornadoes, the St. Lucie County Sheriff's Office said. 

Before the hurricane arrived, about 125 homes were destroyed, many of them mobile homes in communities for senior citizens, said Kevin Guthrie, director of the Florida Division of Emergency Management. 

    



About 90 minutes after making landfall, Milton was downgraded to a Category 2 storm. By early Thursday, the hurricane was a Category 1 storm with maximum sustained winds of about 85 mph (135 kph) and leaving the state near Cape Canaveral.

The storm slammed into a region still reeling two weeks after Hurricane Helene flooded streets and homes in western Florida and left at least 230 people dead across the South. In many places along the coast, municipalities raced to collect and dispose of debris before Milton's winds and storm surge could toss it around and compound any damage.

Officials had issued dire warnings to flee or face grim odds of survival.

Jackie Curnick said she wrestled with her decision to stay at home in Sarasota, just north of where the storm made landfall. She and her husband started packing Monday to evacuate, but they struggled to find available hotel rooms, and the few they came by were too expensive.

With a 2-year-old son and a baby girl due Oct. 29, Curnick said there were too many unanswered questions if they got in the car and left: Where would they sleep? Would they be able to fill their gas tank? And could they even find a safe route out of the state?

"The thing is it's so difficult to evacuate in a peninsula," she said ahead of the storm. "In most other states, you can go in any direction to get out. In Florida, there are only so many roads that take you north or south."

Video taken during the storm showed howling winds and sheets of rain lashing their glass-enclosed swimming pool as their son and dog watched. Trees shook violently.

On Thursday morning, she reported that the family was without power but safe.

About 80,000 people spent the night in shelters and thousands of others fled after authorities issued mandatory evacuation orders across 15 Florida counties with a total population of about 7.2 million people.

In Orlando, Walt Disney World, Universal Orlando and Sea World remained closed Thursday. The Tampa airport, which took minimal damage, was expected to reopen no later than Friday, DeSantis said.

Crossing the bridge from the mainland to Anna Maria Island early Thursday, Police Chief John Cosby breathed a sigh of relief. Nearly all residents had evacuated, there were no injuries or deaths and the projected storm surge never happened. After fearing that his police department would be under water, it remained dry.

"It's nice to have a place to come back to," he said.

___


Associated Press journalists Holly Ramer in New Hampshire; Joseph Frederick in West Bradenton, Florida; Curt Anderson in Tampa; Freida Frisaro in Fort Lauderdale; Brenden Farrington in Tallahassee; Michael Goldberg in Minneapolis; Patrick Whittle in Portland, Maine; Jeff Martin in Atlanta and Christopher L. Keller in Albuquerque, New Mexico, contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hurricane-milton-tampa-florida-5f6a112986eb6e21720f0f17c504afe8



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



An Israeli strike on a school-turned-shelter in Gaza kills at least 27 people
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            Israel's defense minister warned on Wednesday that his country's retaliation for a recent Iranian missile attack will be "lethal" and "surprising," while Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and President Joe Biden held their first call in seven weeks.
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            A Palestinian child wounded in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip is treated at a hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians search for the bodies of their relatives killed in an Israeli bombardment of a school in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 17 | 
            Palestinians search for the bodies of their relatives killed in an Israeli bombardment of a school in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians search for the remains of their relatives killed in an Israeli bombardment of a school in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians inspect the damage of a school hit by an Israeli bombardment on Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Bodies of Palestinians killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip are brought to the hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian man carries an injured child after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians inspect the damage of a school hit by an Israeli bombardment on Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            People, mostly Turkish citizens, rest on board of a Turkish military ship evacuating them from Lebanon to Turkey, in Beirut port, on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            Turkish citizens walk to board Turkish military ships evacuating them from Lebanon to Turkey, in Beirut port on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            Turkish citizens walk to board Turkish military ships evacuating them from Lebanon to Turkey, in Beirut port on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            Turkish security officials stand guard next to Turkish military ships preparing to evacuate citizens from Lebanon to Turkey in Beirut port, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            Israeli firefighting planes fly over smoke from a fire after a rocket, fired from Lebanon, hit the area near Hatzor Haglilit, northern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Hundreds of people, mostly Turkish citizens, rest on board a Turkish military ship evacuating them from Lebanon to Turkey, in Beirut port, on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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                                    Israel's defense minister warned on Wednesday that his country's retaliation for a recent Iranian missile attack will be "lethal" and "surprising," while Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and President Joe Biden held their first call in seven weeks.
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            A Palestinian child wounded in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip is treated at a hospital in Deir al-Balah, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians search for the bodies of their relatives killed in an Israeli bombardment of a school in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians search for the remains of their relatives killed in an Israeli bombardment of a school in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians inspect the damage of a school hit by an Israeli bombardment on Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Bodies of Palestinians killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip are brought to the hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians inspect the damage of a school hit by an Israeli bombardment on Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            People, mostly Turkish citizens, rest on board of a Turkish military ship evacuating them from Lebanon to Turkey, in Beirut port, on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 17

                                    
                                    People, mostly Turkish citizens, rest on board of a Turkish military ship evacuating them from Lebanon to Turkey, in Beirut port, on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 17 | 
            Turkish citizens walk to board Turkish military ships evacuating them from Lebanon to Turkey, in Beirut port on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            Turkish citizens walk to board Turkish military ships evacuating them from Lebanon to Turkey, in Beirut port on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            Two Turkish military ships sail in the Mediterranean Sea, heading from the port of Mersin, Turkey, to the port of Beirut to deliver human aid and evacuate Turkish citizens from Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            Israeli firefighting planes fly over smoke from a fire after a rocket, fired from Lebanon, hit the area near Hatzor Haglilit, northern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Hundreds of people, mostly Turkish citizens, rest on board a Turkish military ship evacuating them from Lebanon to Turkey, in Beirut port, on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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                                        DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip (AP) -- An Israeli strike on a school sheltering displaced people in the Gaza Strip killed at least 27 people on Thursday, Palestinian medical officials said. The Israeli military said it targeted militants, but people sheltering there said the strike hit a meeting of aid workers.
Israel has continued to strike at what it says are militant targets across the Palestinian enclave even as attention has shifted to its war against Hezbollah in Lebanon and rising tensions with Iran. The military launched a large-scale air and ground operation against Hamas in northern Gaza earlier this week.
In a separate development, the U.N. peacekeeping force in southern Lebanon said an Israeli tank fired on its headquarters in the town of Naqoura, hitting an observation tower and wounding two peacekeepers, who were hospitalized. The attack drew widespread condemnation and prompted the Italian Defense Ministry to summon Israel's ambassador in protest.

    


The Israeli military said it was looking into the incident.
The U.N. peacekeeping mission known as UNIFIL said in a statement that its headquarters and nearby positions "have been repeatedly hit." It said the Israeli army also fired on a nearby bunker where peacekeepers were sheltering, damaging vehicles and a communication system. It said an Israeli drone was seen flying to the bunker's entrance. 




The reports came as the Israeli military continued to pound Hezbollah targets in Lebanon while the militant group kept up its rocket attacks, setting off air raid sirens in parts of northern Israel.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Lebanese Health Ministry said an Israeli airstrike on Thursday killed at least four people and wounded 17 in Karak, a village in eastern Lebanon's Bekaa Valley. There was no immediate comment from Israel's military.
Aid group says staff killed in strike on school
The strike in the central Gaza city of Deir al-Balah killed 27 people, including a child and seven women, according to the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, where the bodies were brought. It said several other people were wounded.

    


An Associated Press reporter saw ambulances streaming into the hospital and counted the bodies, many of which arrived in pieces.
The Israeli military said it carried out a precise strike targeting a militant command and control center inside the school, without providing evidence. Israel has repeatedly attacked schools that were turned into shelters in Gaza, accusing militants of taking cover in them.
Witnesses said the strike occurred while school managers were meeting with representatives of an aid group in a room normally used by Hamas-run police who provide security. They said there were no police in the room at the time.
The Palestinian branch of Terre des Hommes, a Swiss aid group, said in a statement that members of one of its children's health teams were killed in the strike, though it did not specify how many.
"There were no militants. There was no Hamas," said Iftikhar Hamouda, who had fled from northern Gaza earlier in the war.
"We headed to tents. They bombed the tents ... In the streets, they bombed us. In the markets, they bombed us. In the schools, they bombed us," she said. "Where should we go?"

    


The Hamas-run government operated a civilian police force numbering in the tens of thousands. They largely vanished from the streets after the start of the war as Israel targeted them with airstrikes, but plainclothes Hamas security personnel still exert control over most areas.
Hamas has continued to launch attacks on Israeli forces and fire occasional rockets into Israel more than a year after the Palestinian militants' Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel that ignited the war.
The militants stormed into Israel in that attack, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting around 250 others. They are still holding around 100 captives, a third of whom are believed to be dead.
Israel's offensive has killed over 42,000 Palestinians, according to local health authorities, who do not say how many were fighters but say women and children make up more than half of the fatalities. The war has destroyed large areas of Gaza and displaced around 90% of its population of 2.3 million people, often multiple times.

    


UN peacekeepers caught in intensified fighting in Lebanon
UNIFIL, which has more than 10,000 peacekeepers from dozens of countries, was created to oversee the withdrawal of Israeli troops from southern Lebanon after Israel's 1978 invasion. The United Nations expanded its mission following the 2006 war between Israel and Hezbollah, allowing peacekeepers to patrol a buffer zone set up along the border. 
The European Union's top diplomat, Josep Borrell, sharply condemned Israeli strikes on UNIFIL as "an inadmissible act, for which there is no justification."
"Another line has been dangerously crossed in Lebanon," he wrote on the social media platform X. 
From Italy, which has about 1,000 soldiers deployed as part of UNIFIL, Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni said her government formally protested to Israeli authorities. Meloni said she received updates from the Italian contingent and praised the peacekeepers for their "valuable work." 

    


Jordan's Foreign Ministry also denounced the Israeli strikes on the peacekeepers as a "dangerous escalation" and "flagrant violation of international law."
Israel accuses Hezbollah of establishing militant infrastructure right along the border in violation of the U.N. Security Council resolution that ended the 2006 war. It has warned people to evacuate from dozens of communities in southern Lebanon, many of which are outside the buffer zone.
The U.N. peacekeeping chief, Jean-Pierre Lacroix, said last week that the peacekeepers were staying in their positions on Lebanon's southern border despite Israel's request to vacate some areas before it launched its ground operation against Hezbollah.
Hezbollah began firing rockets into Israel on Oct. 8, 2023, in support of Hamas and the Palestinians, drawing Israeli airstrikes in retaliation. 
The fighting steadily escalated, and eventually boiled over into all-out war in recent weeks, with Israel carrying out waves of heavy strikes across Lebanon and launching the ground invasion. Hezbollah has expanded its rocket fire to more populated areas deeper inside Israel, causing few casualties but disrupting daily life.
Israel says the ground invasion, which has so far focused on a narrow strip along the border, is aimed at pushing the militants back so that tens of thousands of Israelis can return to their homes in the north. The fighting has displaced over a million people in Lebanon.
Iran supports Hamas, Hezbollah and other armed groups across the region that refer to themselves as the Axis of Resistance against Israel. Iran launched some 180 ballistic missiles at Israel last week in retaliation for the killing of top Hamas and Hezbollah militants.

Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said Wednesday that its response to the Iranian missile attack will be "lethal" and "surprising," without providing further details, as Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu spoke with President Joe Biden.
___
Magdy reported from Cairo. Associated Press writers Kareem Chehayeb in Beirut and Melanie Lidman in Tel Aviv, Israel, contributed to this report.
___
Find more of AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war.
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            FILE - People buy groceries at a Walmart Superstore in Secaucus, New Jersey, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)
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            FILE - A shopper considers large-screen televisions on display in a Costco warehouse Oct. 3, 2024, in Timnath, Colo. (AP Phogto/David Zalubowski, File)
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            FILE - A shopper considers rug samples near a display of furniture in a store on June 2, 2024, in Lone Tree, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Inflation in the United States dropped last month to its lowest point since it first began surging more than three years ago, adding to a spate of encouraging economic news in the closing weeks of the presidential race. 
Consumer prices rose just 2.4% in September from a year earlier, down from 2.5% in August, and the smallest annual rise since February 2021. Measured from month to month, prices increased 0.2% from August to September, the Labor Department reported Thursday, the same as in the previous month.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

But excluding volatile food and energy costs, "core" prices, a gauge of underlying inflation, remained elevated in September, driven up by rising costs for medical care, clothing, auto insurance and airline fares. Core prices in September were up 3.3% from a year earlier and 0.3% from August. Economists closely watch core prices, which typically provide a better hint of future inflation.

    


Alan Detmeister, an economist at UBS Investment Bank, suggested that some items that contributed to higher core inflation last month, notably used cars, may rise again in the coming months, keeping prices a bit elevated. But other items that rose in price in September, like clothing and air fares, are more volatile and should cool soon. 




"Things are still gradually coming down, but there is going to be volatility month to month," said Detmeister, a former Federal Reserve economist.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Taken as a whole, the September figures show that inflation is steadily easing back to the Fed's 2% target, even if in an uneven pattern. That decline suggests that the Fed will likely keep cutting its benchmark interest rate this year, with two quarter-point reductions in November and December expected by most economists. 
On a positive note, apartment rental prices grew more slowly last month, a sign that housing inflation is finally cooling, a long-awaited development that would provide relief to many consumers. 

    


Omair Sharif, founder of Inflation Insights, said that measures of new rents show a steady slowdown, suggesting that the government's gauges of rent should continue to ease over time. 
"I think we're on the right path here," Sharif said. "We should see rent cool off quite a bit."
Overall inflation last month was held down by a big drop in gas prices, which fell 4.1% from August to September. Grocery prices jumped 0.4% last month, after roughly a year of mild increases, though they're just 1.3% higher than a year earlier.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Still, food prices have risen nearly 25% from pre-pandemic levels, which has hammered many Americans' budgets and taken on a high profile in the presidential campaign. Trump has often cited the cost of bacon, which soared 30% to a peak of $7.60 a pound in October 2022, as an example of big increases in the cost of living. Bacon prices have since fallen to $6.95 but are still elevated. 
Restaurant food prices increased 0.3% last month and are up 3.9% in the past year. And clothing prices rose 1.1% from August to September and are up 1.8% from a year ago.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


Bryan Tublin, co-founder of Kitava, a casual farm-to-table restaurant in San Francisco, said he has struggled mightily with rising prices for produce, meats and oils for the past three years. Though some of those prices have started to slow, he said, many farmers are still passing on to him their higher costs for things like shipping and labor. 
In response, Tublin said, he has changed suppliers in search of cheaper products, substituting a local wild-rice blend for cauliflower rice when cauliflower prices shot higher.
Kitava also started charging extra for beef and other proteins at its two locations.
"I am starting to see signs that our prices are leveling out and the increases are lessening," Tublin said. "There's a little optimism... but it's still very early days." 
The improving inflation picture follows a mostly healthy jobs report released last week, which showed that hiring accelerated in September and that the unemployment rate dropped from 4.2% to 4.1%. The government has also reported that the economy expanded at a solid 3% annual rate in the April-June quarter. Growth likely continued at roughly that pace in the just-completed July-September quarter. 

    


Cooling inflation, solid hiring and healthy growth could erode former President Donald Trump's advantage on the economy in the presidential campaign as measured by public opinion polls. In some surveys, Vice President Kamala Harris has pulled even with Trump on the issue of who would best handle the economy, after Trump had decisively led President Joe Biden on the issue. 
At the same time, most voters still give the economy relatively poor marks, mostly because of the cumulative rise in prices over the past three years. 
For the Fed, last week's much-stronger-than-expected jobs report fueled some concern that the economy might not be cooling enough to slow inflation sufficiently. The central bank reduced its key rate by an outsized half-point last month, its first rate cut of any size in four years. The Fed's policymakers also signaled that they envisioned two additional quarter-point rate cuts in November and December. 

    


In remarks this week, a slew of Fed officials have said they're still willing to keep cutting their key rate but at a deliberate pace, a signal that any further half-point cuts are unlikely. 
The Fed "should not rush to reduce" its benchmark rate "but rather should proceed gradually," Lorie Logan president of the Federal Reserve's Dallas branch, said in a speech Wednesday. 
Inflation in the United States and many countries in Europe and Latin America surged in the economic recovery from the pandemic, as COVID closed factories and clogged supply chains. Russia's invasion of Ukraine worsened energy and food shortages, pushing inflation higher. It peaked at 9.1% in the U.S. in June 2022. 
Economists at Goldman Sachs projected earlier this week that core inflation will drop to 3% by December 2024. And few analysts expect inflation to surge again unless conflicts in the Middle East worsen dramatically. 
Though higher prices have soured many Americans on the economy, wages and incomes are now rising faster than costs and should make it easier for households to adapt. Last month, the Census Bureau reported that inflation-adjusted median household incomes -- the level at which half of households are above and half below -- rose 4% in 2023, enough to return incomes back to their pre-pandemic peak. 

And on Thursday, the Social Security Administration announced that nearly 73 million recipients of Social Security and other benefits will receive a 2.5% cost of living adjustment in January. That is down from a 3.2% increase in 2024 and an outsize 8.7% jump the previous year, reflecting an inflation surge that has since subsided.
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Social Security recipients will get a 2.5% cost-of-living boost in 2025, smaller than in recent past
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                    FILE - A Social Security card is displayed on Oct. 12, 2021, in Tigard, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Millions of Social Security recipients will get a 2.5% cost-of-living increase to their monthly checks beginning in January, the Social Security Administration announced Thursday.
The cost-of-living adjustment, or COLA, for retirees translates to an average increase of more than $50 for retirees every month, agency officials said.
About 72.5 million people, including retirees, disabled people and children, get Social Security benefit.
But even before the announcement, retirees voiced concern that the increase would not be enough to counter rising costs.
Sherri Myers, an 82-year-old retiree from Pensacola City, Florida, is now hoping to get an hourly job at Walmart to help make ends meet. 
"I would like to eat good but I can't. When I'm at the grocery store, I just walk past the vegetables because they are too expensive. I have to be very selective about what I eat -- even McDonald's is expensive," she said.

    


Recipients received a 3.2% increase in their benefits in 2024, after a historically large 8.7% benefit increase in 2023, brought on by record 40-year-high inflation.
The smaller increase for 2025 reflects moderating inflation. 




Social Security Commissioner Martin O'Malley told The Associated Press that the upcoming increase will provide a measure of relief for recipients as inflation has cooled and the agency serves a record number of retirees while funding is at a historic low.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

His message to those who feel that the adjustment is not enough: "They're not wrong." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

"I've heard the stories and it is a struggle for seniors," he said, adding that "in their older years, they have to spend their money on a different array of costs and expenses, including prescription drugs."
He said policies advanced by the Biden-Harris administration should result in many people seeing lower prescription drug costs. 
The agency will begin notifying recipients about their new benefit amount by mail starting in early December. Adjusted payments to nearly 7.5 million people receiving Supplemental Security Income will begin on December 31.

    


The program is financed by payroll taxes collected from workers and their employers and that is slated to increase to $176,100. The maximum amount of earnings subject to Social Security payroll taxes was $168,600 for 2024, up from $160,200 in 2023. 
The announcement comes as the national social insurance plan faces a severe financial shortfall in the coming years.
The annual Social Security and Medicare trustees report released in May said the program's trust fund will be unable to pay full benefits beginning in 2035. If the trust fund is depleted, the government will be able to pay only 83% of scheduled benefits, the report said.
AARP CEO Jo Ann Jenkins said in a statement that "there is more we must do to ensure older Americans can continue to count on Social Security. AARP continues to call on Congress to take bipartisan action to strengthen Social Security and secure a long-term solution that Americans can rely on."
The presidential candidates, Democrat Kamala Harris and Republican Donald Trump, have presented dueling plans on how they would strengthen Social Security. 

    


AARP conducted interviews with both Harris and Trump in late August and asked how the candidates would protect the Social Security Trust Fund.
Harris said she would make up for the shortfall by "making billionaires and big corporations pay their fair share in taxes and use that money to protect and strengthen Social Security for the long haul." 
Trump said "we'll protect it with growth. I don't want to do anything having to do with increasing age. I won't do that. As you know, I was there for four years and never even thought about doing it. I'm going to do nothing to Social Security."
O'Malley said there is a push for the Social Security Administration to use a different index to calculate the cost-of-living increase that measures price changes based on the spending patterns of older people on things such as health care, food and medicine costs.

The COLA is now calculated according to the Consumer Price Index, a market basket of consumer goods and services. O'Malley said lawmakers who are advocating for a shift "are advancing a very sound policy."
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Ethel Kennedy, social activist and wife of Robert F. Kennedy, has died

    Ethel Kennedy, social activist and wife of Robert F. Kennedy, has died

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 15 | 
            FILE - Sen. Robert Kennedy poses with his wife Ethel outside the Senate Chamber on Oct. 13, 1965, in Washington. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Ethel Kennedy, from the film "Ethel," poses for a portrait during the 2012 Sundance Film Festival on Sunday, Jan. 22, 2012, in Park City, Utah. (AP Photo/Victoria Will, File)
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            FILE - Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy, right, wife Ethel Kennedy, and children, from left, Bobby, Joseph, and Kathleen, second right, pose at Kennedy International Airport in New York, July 1, 1964, shortly after they returned from a one-week trip to West Germany and Poland. (AP Photo/Matty Zimmerman, File)
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            FILE - Ethel Kennedy holds hands with grandson Joseph P. Kennedy III, left, while Navy Secretary Ray Mabus chats with her daughter Kathleen Kennedy Townsend, as they pose near a rendering of the Robert F. Kennedy Navy Ship named at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library, Tuesday, Sept. 20, 2016, in Boston. (AP Photo/Elise Amendola, File)
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            FILE - U.S. Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga., center, talks with those gathered, including Ethel Kennedy, center, and Rev. Jesse Jackson, on the historic Edmund Pettus Bridge during the 19th annual reenactment of the "Bloody Sunday" Selma to Montgomery civil rights march across the bridge in Selma, Ala., Sunday, March 4, 2012, 47 years after the historic march that led to the Voting Rights Act. (AP Photo/Kevin Glackmeyer, File)
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            FILE - Egyptian human rights attorney and women's rights activist Ragia Omran, center, gets a kiss on the cheek from Robert F. Kennedy Center President Kerry Kennedy, right, accompanied by Ethel Kennedy, left, during the presentation of the RFK Human Rights Award, Nov. 21, 2013, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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            FILE - Ethel Kennedy, widow of Sen. Robert Kennedy, ice skates with youngsters from Bedford Stuyvesant, Brooklyn borough, at the eighth annual Kennedy skating party originated by the late senator at Rockefeller Center's skating rink on Dec. 16, 1972, in New York. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Sen. Edward Kennedy, back, stands behind the widow of former Senator Robert F. Kennedy, Mrs. Ethel Kennedy, second left, with her five children, and his wife Joan, right, as they pause at the grave of assassinated President John F. Kennedy in Arlington National Cemetery, Nov. 20, 1970, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Bob Daugherty, File)
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            FILE - Ethel Kennedy holds her new son, Douglas Harriman Kennedy, with two-year-old Christopher Kennedy, right, as they leave Georgetown University in Washington, April 13, 1967, for home. (AP Photo/Henry Burroughs, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 15 | 
            FILE - Sen. Edward Kennedy, from left, first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, President Bill Clinton and Ethel Kennedy, right, listen to a remembrance delivered by Rep. Joseph P. Kennedy II during a memorial Mass in honor of Robert F. Kennedy on the 25th anniversary of his death at the Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, Va., June 7, 1993. (AP Photo/Marcy Nighswander, File)
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            FILE - Ethel Kennedy, left, subject of the HBO documentary "Ethel," poses for a portrait with her daughter Rory Kennedy, the director of the film, Wednesday, Aug. 1, 2012 in Beverly Hills, Calif. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Ethel Kennedy, left, and her daughter Kerry Kennedy attend the Robert F. Kennedy Ripple of Hope Award ceremony, Tuesday, Dec. 16, 2014, in New York. (AP Photo/Jason DeCrow, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 15 | 
            FILE - Navy Secretary Ray Mabus smiles with Ethel Kennedy, widow of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, at the naming of the Robert F. Kennedy Navy Ship at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library, Tuesday, Sept. 20, 2016, in Boston. Ships in this class are being named in honor of civil and human rights heroes. (AP Photo/Elise Amendola, File)
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            FILE - From left, Dolores Huerta, labor leader and civil rights activist, Ethel Kennedy, and civil rights leader Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga., are applauded during the Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Award ceremony on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, June 5, 2018. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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            FILE - President Barack Obama awards Ethel Kennedy the Presidential Medal of Freedom, Monday, Nov. 24, 2014, during a ceremony in the East Room of the White House in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            FILE - Sen. Robert Kennedy poses with his wife Ethel outside the Senate Chamber on Oct. 13, 1965, in Washington. (AP Photo, File)
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                                    FILE - Sen. Robert Kennedy poses with his wife Ethel outside the Senate Chamber on Oct. 13, 1965, in Washington. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Ethel Kennedy, from the film "Ethel," poses for a portrait during the 2012 Sundance Film Festival on Sunday, Jan. 22, 2012, in Park City, Utah. (AP Photo/Victoria Will, File)
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                                    FILE - Ethel Kennedy, from the film "Ethel," poses for a portrait during the 2012 Sundance Film Festival on Sunday, Jan. 22, 2012, in Park City, Utah. (AP Photo/Victoria Will, File)
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            FILE - Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy, right, wife Ethel Kennedy, and children, from left, Bobby, Joseph, and Kathleen, second right, pose at Kennedy International Airport in New York, July 1, 1964, shortly after they returned from a one-week trip to West Germany and Poland. (AP Photo/Matty Zimmerman, File)
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            FILE - Ethel Kennedy holds hands with grandson Joseph P. Kennedy III, left, while Navy Secretary Ray Mabus chats with her daughter Kathleen Kennedy Townsend, as they pose near a rendering of the Robert F. Kennedy Navy Ship named at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library, Tuesday, Sept. 20, 2016, in Boston. (AP Photo/Elise Amendola, File)
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                                    FILE - Ethel Kennedy holds hands with grandson Joseph P. Kennedy III, left, while Navy Secretary Ray Mabus chats with her daughter Kathleen Kennedy Townsend, as they pose near a rendering of the Robert F. Kennedy Navy Ship named at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library, Tuesday, Sept. 20, 2016, in Boston. (AP Photo/Elise Amendola, File)
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            FILE - U.S. Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga., center, talks with those gathered, including Ethel Kennedy, center, and Rev. Jesse Jackson, on the historic Edmund Pettus Bridge during the 19th annual reenactment of the "Bloody Sunday" Selma to Montgomery civil rights march across the bridge in Selma, Ala., Sunday, March 4, 2012, 47 years after the historic march that led to the Voting Rights Act. (AP Photo/Kevin Glackmeyer, File)
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            FILE - Egyptian human rights attorney and women's rights activist Ragia Omran, center, gets a kiss on the cheek from Robert F. Kennedy Center President Kerry Kennedy, right, accompanied by Ethel Kennedy, left, during the presentation of the RFK Human Rights Award, Nov. 21, 2013, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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            FILE - Ethel Kennedy, widow of Sen. Robert Kennedy, ice skates with youngsters from Bedford Stuyvesant, Brooklyn borough, at the eighth annual Kennedy skating party originated by the late senator at Rockefeller Center's skating rink on Dec. 16, 1972, in New York. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Sen. Edward Kennedy, back, stands behind the widow of former Senator Robert F. Kennedy, Mrs. Ethel Kennedy, second left, with her five children, and his wife Joan, right, as they pause at the grave of assassinated President John F. Kennedy in Arlington National Cemetery, Nov. 20, 1970, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Bob Daugherty, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 15

                                    
                                    FILE - Sen. Edward Kennedy, back, stands behind the widow of former Senator Robert F. Kennedy, Mrs. Ethel Kennedy, second left, with her five children, and his wife Joan, right, as they pause at the grave of assassinated President John F. Kennedy in Arlington National Cemetery, Nov. 20, 1970, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Bob Daugherty, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 15 | 
            FILE - Ethel Kennedy holds her new son, Douglas Harriman Kennedy, with two-year-old Christopher Kennedy, right, as they leave Georgetown University in Washington, April 13, 1967, for home. (AP Photo/Henry Burroughs, File)
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            FILE - Sen. Edward Kennedy, from left, first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, President Bill Clinton and Ethel Kennedy, right, listen to a remembrance delivered by Rep. Joseph P. Kennedy II during a memorial Mass in honor of Robert F. Kennedy on the 25th anniversary of his death at the Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, Va., June 7, 1993. (AP Photo/Marcy Nighswander, File)
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            FILE - Ethel Kennedy, left, subject of the HBO documentary "Ethel," poses for a portrait with her daughter Rory Kennedy, the director of the film, Wednesday, Aug. 1, 2012 in Beverly Hills, Calif. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Ethel Kennedy, left, and her daughter Kerry Kennedy attend the Robert F. Kennedy Ripple of Hope Award ceremony, Tuesday, Dec. 16, 2014, in New York. (AP Photo/Jason DeCrow, File)
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            FILE - Navy Secretary Ray Mabus smiles with Ethel Kennedy, widow of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, at the naming of the Robert F. Kennedy Navy Ship at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library, Tuesday, Sept. 20, 2016, in Boston. Ships in this class are being named in honor of civil and human rights heroes. (AP Photo/Elise Amendola, File)
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            FILE - From left, Dolores Huerta, labor leader and civil rights activist, Ethel Kennedy, and civil rights leader Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga., are applauded during the Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Award ceremony on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, June 5, 2018. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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            FILE - President Barack Obama awards Ethel Kennedy the Presidential Medal of Freedom, Monday, Nov. 24, 2014, during a ceremony in the East Room of the White House in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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                                        BOSTON, Mass. (AP) -- Ethel Kennedy, the wife of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy who raised their 11 children after he was assassinated and remained dedicated to social causes and the family's legacy for decades thereafter, died on Thursday, her family said. She was 96. 
Kennedy had been hospitalized after suffering a stroke in her sleep on Oct. 3, her family said.
"It is with our hearts full of love that we announce the passing of our amazing grandmother," Joe Kennedy III posted on X. "She died this morning from complications related to a stroke suffered last week."
"Along with a lifetime's work in social justice and human rights, our mother leaves behind nine children, 34 grandchildren and 24 great-great grandchildren along with numerous nieces and nephews, all of whom love her dearly," the family statement said.
The Kennedy matriarch, whose children were Kathleen, Joseph II, Robert Jr., David, Courtney, Michael, Kerry, Christopher, Max, Douglas and Rory, was one of the last remaining members of a generation that included President John F. Kennedy. Her family said she had recently enjoyed seeing many of her relatives, before falling ill.

    


A millionaire's daughter who married the future senator and attorney general in 1950, Ethel Kennedy had endured more death by the age of 40, for the whole world to see, than most would in a lifetime.




She was by Robert F. Kennedy's side when he was fatally shot in the kitchen of the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles on June 5, 1968, just after winning the Democratic presidential primary in California. Her brother-in-law, President John F. Kennedy, had been assassinated in Dallas less than five years earlier.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Her parents were killed in a plane crash in 1955, and her brother died in a 1966 crash. Her son David Kennedy later died of a drug overdose, son Michael Kennedy in a skiing accident and nephew John F. Kennedy Jr. in a plane crash. Another nephew, Michael Skakel, was found guilty of murder in 2002, although a judge in 2013 ordered a new trial and the Connecticut Supreme Court vacated his conviction in 2018. 

    


In 2019, she was grieving again after granddaughter Saoirse Kennedy Hill died of an apparent drug overdose.
"One wonders how much this family must be expected to absorb," family friend Philip Johnson, founder of the Robert F. Kennedy Foundation, told the Boston Herald after Michael Kennedy's death.
Ethel Kennedy sustained herself through her faith and devotion to family.
"She was a devout Catholic and a daily communicant, and we are comforted in knowing she is reunited with the love of her life, our father, Robert. F. Kennedy; her children David and Michael; her daughter-in-law Mary; her grandchildren Maeve and Saorise and her great-grandchildren Gideon and Josie. Please keep our mother in your hearts and prayers," the family statement said.
Ethel's mother-in-law, Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy, initially worried about how she would handle so much tragedy.
"I knew how difficult it was going to be for her to raise that big family without the guiding role and influence that Bobby would have provided," Rose recalled in her memoir, "Times to Remember." "And, of course, she realized this too, fully and keenly. Yet she did not give way."

    


She founded the Robert F. Kennedy Center for Justice and Human Rights soon after husband's death and advocated for causes including gun control and human rights. She rarely spoke about her husband's assassination. When her filmmaker daughter, Rory, brought it up in the 2012 HBO documentary, "Ethel," she couldn't share her grief.
"When we lost Daddy ..." she began, then teared up and asked that her youngest daughter "talk about something else."
In 2008, she joined brother-in-law Ted Kennedy and niece Caroline Kennedy in endorsing Sen. Barack Obama for president, likening him to her late husband. She made several trips to the White House during the Obama years, receiving the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2014 and meeting Pope Francis in 2015.
Many of her progeny became well known. Daughter Kathleen became lieutenant governor of Maryland; Joseph represented Massachusetts in Congress; Courtney married Paul Hill, who had been wrongfully convicted of an IRA bombing; Kerry became a human rights activist and president of the RFK center; Christopher ran for governor of Illinois; Max served as a prosecutor in Philadelphia and Douglas reported for Fox News Channel. 

    


Her son Robert F. Kennedy Jr., also became a national figure, although ultimately not as a liberal in the family tradition. First known as an environmental lawyer, he evolved into a conspiracy theorist who spread false theories about vaccines. He ran for president as an independent after briefly challenging President Joe Biden, and his name remained on ballots in multiple states after he suspended his campaign and endorsed Donald Trump.

    


Ethel Kennedy did not comment publicly on her son's actions, although several other family members denounced him. 
Decades earlier, she seemed to thrive on her in-laws' rising power. She was an enthusiastic backer of JFK's 1960 run and during the Kennedy administration hosted some of the era's most well-attended parties at their Hickory Hill estate in McLean, Virginia, including one where historian Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr. was pushed fully clothed into the swimming pool. In the Kennedy spirit, she also was known as an avid and highly competitive tennis player and a compulsive planner.
"Petite and peppy Ethel, who doesn't look one bit the outdoorsy type, considers outdoor activity so important for the children that she has arranged her busy Cabinet-wife schedule so she can personally take them on two daily outings," The Washington Post reported in 1962.
In February of that year, she accompanied her husband on a round-the-world goodwill tour, stopping in Japan, Hong Kong, Italy and other countries. She said it was important for Americans to meet ordinary people overseas.
"People have a distinct liking for Americans," she told the Post. "But the Communists have been so vocal, it was a surprise for some Asians to hear America's point of view. It is good for Americans to travel and get our viewpoint across."
Kennedy was born Ethel Skakel on April 11, 1928, in Chicago, the sixth of seven children of coal magnate George Skakel and Ann Brannack Skakel, a devout Roman Catholic. She grew up in a 31-room English country manor house in Greenwich, Connecticut, and attended Greenwich Academy before graduating from the Convent of the Sacred Heart in the Bronx in 1945.
She met Robert Kennedy through his sister Jean, her roommate at Manhattanville College in New York. They moved to Charlottesville, Virginia, where he finished his last year of law school at the University of Virginia, and then in 1957, they bought Hickory Hill from by John and Jacqueline Kennedy, who had bought it in 1953.
Robert Kennedy became chief counsel to the Senate Select Committee in 1957. He later was appointed attorney general by his brother, the newly elected President Kennedy.
She had supported her husband in his successful 1964 campaign for the U.S. Senate in New York and his subsequent presidential bid. Pregnant with their 11th child when he was gunned down by Sirhan Sirhan, her look of shock and horror was captured by photographers in images that remained indelible decades later.
The assassination traumatized the family, especially son David Kennedy, who watched the news in a hotel room. He was just days before his 13th birthday and never recovered, struggling with addiction problems for years and overdosing in 1984. 
In 2021, she said Sirhan Sirhan should not be released from prison, a view not shared by some others in her family. Two years later, a California panel denied him parole.
Although Ethel Kennedy was linked to several men after her husband's death, most notably singer Andy Williams, she never remarried.
In April 2008, Ethel Kennedy visited Indianapolis on the 40th anniversary of the assassination of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. A monument there commemorated King's death and the speech her husband had given that night in 1968, which was credited with averting rioting in the city.
"Of all the Kennedy women, she was the one I would end up admiring the most," Harry Belafonte would write of her. "She wasn't playacting. She looked at you and immediately got what you were about. Often in the coming years, when Bobby was balking at something we wanted him to do for the movement, I'd take my case to Ethel. 'We have to talk to him,' she'd say, and she would."
Ethel Kennedy joined President Obama and former President Bill Clinton -- each held one of her hands -- as they climbed stairs to lay a wreath at President Kennedy's gravesite during a November 2013 observance of the 50th anniversary of JFK's death.
The nonprofit center she founded remains dedicated to advancing human rights through litigation, advocacy, education and inspiration, giving annual awards to journalists, authors and others who have made significant contributions to human rights. 
She also was active in the Coalition of Gun Control, Special Olympics, and the Earth Conservation Corps. And she showed up in person, participating in a 2016 demonstration in support of higher pay for farmworkers in Florida and a 2018 hunger strike against the Trump administration's immigration policies.

Hickory Hill was sold in 2009 for $8.25 million, and Ethel Kennedy divided her time between homes in Hyannis Port, Massachusetts, and Palm Beach, Florida.
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump gestures at a campaign rally at the Santander Arena, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Reading, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves as she boards Air Force Two at LaGuardia International Airport, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            Former President Barack Obama speaks to guests after receiving the 2024 Sylvanus Thayer Award from the West Point Association of Graduates during ceremonies hosted by the U.S. Military Academy, at West Point, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris visits Nevada and Arizona while former President Donald Trump talks economic issues in Michigan, as presidential campaigning continues even with Hurricane Milton hitting Florida.
Trump was speaking at the Economic Club of Detroit after holding rallies in Pennsylvania on Wednesday. Harris is attending a Univision town hall in Las Vegas and an evening rally in Phoenix while remaining in close contact with the White House and monitoring federal disaster response efforts.
President Joe Biden, who said Milton "is looking like the storm of the century," postponed a trip to Germany and Angola to cope with its aftermath. He and Harris were huddling with top officials in the Situation Room to discuss disaster response. 
Even amid the hurricane, however, both the Harris and Trump campaigns are using their travel strategically, trying to increase support with key voting blocs who could decide an election expected to be exceedingly close. 

    


Trump has emphasized picking up votes in heavily Hispanic parts of Pennsylvania, including Reading, where he held a rally Wednesday. Harris is out west as her campaign looks to increase support among Hispanic voters there, especially men. Her campaign began a group this week known as "Hombres con Harris."




Harris' running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, attended an Hombres kickoff event with Arizona Democratic Rep. Ruben Gallego, and actor Jaime Camil in Phoenix on Wednesday. Similar gatherings were held elsewhere in Arizona, as well as in Nevada and Pennsylvania. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The group is planning to hold upcoming events at Latino-owned small businesses, union halls, barbecues and community events until Election Day. 
The Harris campaign has also aimed to reach Hispanic voters who may not be closely following the election by doing things like having Julie Chavez Rodriguez, Harris' campaign manager, attend the recent boxing match between Canelo Alvarez and Edgar Berlanga in Las Vegas, and holding events at churches and elsewhere to mark Mexican Independence Day in September. 

    


Harris' campaign also announced last month that it was spending $3 million on Spanish-language radio ads and focusing on sport events like baseball games and boxing matches. 
Meanwhile, former President Barack Obama is also hitting the campaign trail on Thursday night, making his first appearance for Harris at a rally in Pittsburgh. 
That begins what the Harris campaign says will be a series of campaign stops Obama will make on the vice president's behalf. Biden spent Monday campaigning in suburban Philadelphia, but has made just one joint appearance with Harris, joining her in Pittsburgh on Labor Day, since he announced he was leaving the race and endorsing her in July. 

Obama was among the key Democrats who were part of a behind-the-scenes effort to encourage Biden, his former vice president, to drop out. Obama and Harris have also been friends for two decades, since he ran for Senate in Illinois. She campaigned for him when he sought the presidency in 2008.
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            CORRECTS SPELLING OF DEEKEN - Doug Deeken, the chair of the Wayne County Republican Party in Ohio poses at the Wayne County Republican Party headquarters in Wooster, Ohio, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Tom E. Puskar)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives at a campaign rally at the Santander Arena, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Reading, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Donald Trump's contributions from small-dollar donors have plummeted since his last White House campaign, presenting the former president with a financial challenge as he tries to keep pace with the Democrats' fundraising machine.
Fewer than a third of the Republican's campaign contributions have come from donors who gave less than $200 -- down from nearly half of all donations in his 2020 race, according to an analysis by The Associated Press and OpenSecrets, an organization that tracks political spending. 
The total collected from small donors has also declined, according to the analysis. Trump raised $98 million from such contributors through June, a 40% drop compared to the $165 million they contributed during a corresponding period in his previous presidential race.
The dip has forced Trump to rely more on wealthy donors and groups backed by them, a shift that cuts into the populist message that first propelled him to the White House. The decline in donations could not come at a worse time for Trump. Democrats have raised massive sums from small-dollar donors this cycle. President Joe Biden and then Vice President Kamala Harris have raised a staggering $285 million from such donors since April 2023, representing more than 40% of their fundraising, according to data from OpenSecrets.

    


GOP operatives said the trend could portend trouble for the broader party. Trump's fundraising dip raises questions about the party's ability to continue tapping its aging base for funds. Such voters often live on fixed incomes and don't have the extra cash to contribute to candidates, and polls have consistently found that the Republican base is growing older.




Republicans also engaged in a hyperaggressive -- often combative -- style of digital fundraising that is alienating voters, the operatives said. Campaigns and committees often share or rent lists of donors to each other, leading to voters being flooded with similar solicitations that can be confusing. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Republican vendors have so mistreated our donors that many grassroots donors don't want to give to us anymore," said John Hall, a Republican fundraising consultant and partner at Apex Strategies. "If you make a donation to almost any Republican candidate today, within three weeks you are going to start getting 30-50 text messages from other candidates you have never heard of before."

    


In a poll of thousands of Republican donors earlier this year, Apex Strategies found 72% of Republican donors said they continued to receive text message solicitations after they had requested to be removed from a list.
"Donors feel like they are never thanked, they feel abused, and they don't know how to get off lists," Hall said. "This has a chilling effect on everyone's fundraising."
Small-dollar donors are frustrated
Small-dollar donors echoed Hall's concerns. They told the AP they stopped giving to Trump's campaign because they were tired of being barraged with solicitations for donations from other Republicans, who presumably got the donor information from the Trump campaign. Others said they were being more careful about their political giving due to financial struggles. 

    


"I am sick of them asking for money," said Susan Brito, 51, of Florida, who gave dozens of small donations totaling $69 in 2022 and 2023 but hasn't contributed this year. "I am disabled, you are sending me text, after text, after text."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Bill Ruggio, 70, donated nearly every month, a total of $60, to Trump's campaign over 2022 and 2023. He hasn't contributed anything this year, saying he doesn't have the extra cash and is deeply frustrated by a barrage of text messages he receives from the Republican candidates and committees.
"I don't even look at my texts anymore during the political season. It is just so many that I miss personal ones because there are so many of the political ones," Ruggio said. "It kind of sticks in your craw."
Doug Deeken, the Republican Party chair in Wayne County, Ohio, said such complaints are fairly common.
"People get annoyed by the text messages, and the direct mail, and the emails, Deeken said, his phone filled with texts from random conservative groups asking for money. "It is annoying. It annoys me!"

    


Trump campaign blames Harris for drop-off
Karoline Leavitt, a Trump campaign spokesperson, did not directly respond to the donor drop-off, but blamed the Biden administration and Harris for a bad economy leading people to have less money, something "President Trump completely understands."
Before Trump, Democrats dominated the small-dollar donor playing field, but Trump cut into the advantage in 2016, turning his devoted base into small donations throughout the year. Trump raised $170 million from small-dollar donors, about 52% of his total, according to OpenSecrets. The candidate's haul from small donors outpaced the $164 million that Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton raised from such contributors, a figure that represented just under 30% of her total fundraising. In 2020, Trump continued that fundraising prowess.

    


The problem this year, said Republican officials and activists in key states, is that the persistent fundraising requests from campaigns and committees have led voters to question whether their money is actually going to Trump. One reason for this issue is major email lists being rented out by smaller campaigns. This means that someone who has signed up to receive emails from Trump, could get emails from a host of Republican candidates, raising skepticism about where their money is actually going.
"It's the total number of texts people are getting and fundraising requests that are coming in. That causes the confusion," said Shannon Burns, a top Republican activist in Ohio and vocal Trump supporter. Burns said donors feel "bombarded" by the often breathless outreach from a range of groups, leading to questions from Trump supporters. Those questions were so frequent, he said, that at one point he began giving out the physical mailing address where a Trump supporter could send a check.
Trump's campaign has tried to stop committees from using his name and likeness in fundraising appeals. 
In March 2023, the Trump campaign sent Republican digital fundraising vendors a memo that stated the former president "does not consent" to outside groups or candidates using his name or image in fundraising appeals. He also sent a cease and desist letter to the top Republican committees in Washington in 2021, urging them to stop using his name in fundraising appeals.
Still supporting Trump at the ballot box
Trump has experienced spikes in small-dollar fundraising this cycle -- like in the days after his felony conviction in May and when a gunman attempted to assassinate the candidate in July. But those jolts have not made up for a steady decline in donations from people like Stephen Buckhalter. 
Buckhalter, 78, retired from the insurance industry a year ago and donated $120 to Trump's campaign in 2022 and 2023. He stopped this year. 

"The cost of living has gotten to the point where there is not much left at the end of the month," he said. "When you are paying all this extra money for food and gas and insurance and rent... that doesn't leave a lot of extra money coming in at the end of the month."
When asked if his decision to stop donating indicates he no longer supports Trump, Buckhalter was blunt: "Heck no."
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            A plate with bacon and eggs is shown in New York, Monday, Oct. 7. 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            Oscar Mayer bacon packages are on display in a refrigerated case in a King Soopers grocery store Monday, Oct. 7, 2024, in southeast Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Bacon cooks in a cast iron pan on Monday, Oct. 7. 2024. in New York. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            Bacon is displayed for sale at a Trader Joe's store in New York, Monday, Oct. 7. 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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                                        She blames greedy companies for price-gouging. He blames the Biden administration's economic policies.
Kamala Harris and Donald Trump agree on one thing: Tapping into sour consumer sentiment about high grocery prices is one way to court voters. 
Bacon prices have been a particular focus for Trump. He mentioned them in his Sept. 10 debate with Harris and again a week later during an interview on NBC's "Meet the Press."
"Things are not going, right now, very well for the consumer," Trump said during the interview. "Bacon is up five times." 
Trump's math is wrong, but bacon has seen some sizzling price increases. According to federal data, U.S. bacon prices peaked in October 2022 at $7.60 a pound, up 30% from October 2019. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In September, bacon averaged $6.95 a pound, 25% higher than five years ago. That's in line with a 29% increase in overall food prices over that period, according to the Labor Department. Still, September bacon prices were 1.8% lower than they were a year ago.

    


Prices for bacon are always volatile. Among other things, they're subject to weather, animal disease, feed costs, seasonal demand and, according to Harris and other critics, some price gouging by giant food conglomerates.




Bacon prices typically go up in the summer when Americans have a hankering for BLTs, for example. A president's policies generally have little direct impact on the prices consumers pay for bacon or food overall.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Prices for not just bacon but groceries in general -- and most other products -- began surging in 2021 as the economy rebounded with unexpected speed from the pandemic recession, causing snarled supply chains and goods shortages. The price spikes worsened later after Russia invaded Ukraine. Food costs jumped across the world, not just in the United States.
Though U.S. inflation has tumbled from its peak in mid-2022, average food prices remain elevated. The impact of those price spikes, though, has been cushioned in part by a comparable rise in average wages.

    


Here are some factors that have made it more expensive to bring home the bacon.
COVID-19 spread quickly in meat processing
Workers stand close together on production lines in the U.S. meat processing industry. Big bacon producers like Smithfield Foods and Tyson Foods temporarily closed plants in the spring of 2020 after thousands of workers got sick and some died. While plants were closed, millions of pigs got too big to be processed and were culled instead, leading to shortages just as home-bound Americans were shopping for more breakfast bacon, said David Ortega, a professor of food economics at Michigan State University. 
Demand from China jumped
China's growing demand in 2020 contributed to lower pork supplies at home. U.S. pork exports to China jumped 75% in 2020 as Beijing scrambled to replace hogs that were lost to an outbreak of African swine fever, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
 Over the course of 2020, U.S. bacon prices rose 6%.
Meat processors faced higher costs
Meat companies paid out pandemic bonuses and invested in protective gear in order to get plants running again. Tyson Foods required all its 139,000 workers to receive COVID vaccines.

    


By the end of 2021, Tyson said it had spent more than $800 million on bonuses, vaccine clinics and other COVID-related measures. It was also paying more for packaging and transportation in a supply chain that had been mangled by COVID. To recoup those costs, the company jacked up the prices of pork products by 25% in its 2021 fiscal year. 
Labor costs took a toll
After risking their lives to keep working during the pandemic, many workers sought better pay and benefits. In June 2021, unionized workers at a Smithfield Foods pork processing plant in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, threatened to strike after contract negotiations broke down. The coronavirus killed four workers at the plant and infected nearly 1,300. 
Smithfield Foods, which is owned by the Chinese pork company WH Group, eventually agreed to higher wages and $520 bonuses for its Sioux Falls workers. U.S. bacon prices rose 24% over the course of 2021.
Moscow's war against Ukraine sent prices up
Russia's invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 caused global wheat and corn prices to surge. That made it costlier to raise hogs. According to Iowa State University, feed costs rose 24% between 2021 and 2022. Early in 2022, Brazil-based JBS, another major U.S. pork processor, said it was raising prices to cover the higher cost of animal feed.

    


Did corporate profits play a role?
Harris has proposed a ban on "price gouging" by food companies, arguing that some of the companies kept raising prices long after pandemic-related supply problems dissipated so they could boost their profits.
There's no strict definition of "price gouging," though it generally refers to sharp price increases that companies impose after a supply disruption. Three big bacon producers -- Tyson, Hormel and JBS -- reported record sales in 2022, when bacon prices hit a peak of $7.61 a pound.
Eventually, those higher prices reduced demand. In the year ending Oct. 1, 2022, U.S. consumers bought 8% fewer packages of bacon than in the prior year, according to Nielsen. By the end of the 2022, prices were falling.

    


Over the course of 2022, U.S. bacon prices fell 3.7% to $6.95 a pound.
Animal welfare law had an effect
In 2018, California voters approved a law requiring more space for breeding pigs, egg-laying hens and veal calves. Producers in other states must meet those standards if they want to sell pork, eggs or veal in California. The pork industry sued, supported by the Biden administration. But the U.S. Supreme Court declined to overturn the law, which took effect on July 1, 2023. Because not all pork producers are meeting the standards, less bacon is available to Californians, thereby driving up prices.
Daniel Sumner, a professor of research and agricultural economics at the University of California, Davis, estimates that prices for pork products will be 7% to 10% higher in California over the long term because of the law. 
The election raises uncertainty
Joe Glauber, a senior research fellow at the International Food Policy Research Institute and a former economist for the USDA, said food price inflation was a global issue over the past few years, not one caused by the Biden administration. Past run-ups in food prices, he noted, have occurred regardless of which party was in office.
One wild card this time is Trump's promise to impose a 20% tariff on everything the U.S. imports. Chad Hart, an agricultural economist at Iowa State University, noted that the U.S. generally exports between 20% and 25% of its pork, and other countries would likely retaliate by imposing tariffs on U.S. pork. If that happened, more pork might remain in the U.S., which would cause bacon prices to fall. Yet the price of dozens of other imported products would rise.
"If you want a BLT, the bacon may be a little cheaper, but the lettuce and tomato will cost a fair amount more," Hart said.
Harris has denounced Trump's proposed sweeping tariffs, though she has supported targeted tariffs on Chinese imports.

Harris has vowed to crack down on unfair mergers that give big food companies too much pricing power. She's also said she would investigate and prosecute price-fixing, an ongoing issue in the heavily consolidated meat industry. McDonald's recently sued four big beef companies, including Tyson and JBS, accusing them of price-fixing.
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22-time Grand Slam champion Rafael Nadal will retire from tennis after next month's Davis Cup finals
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            Tennis great Rafael Nadal announced his impending retirement from the sport on Thursday at age 38 after winning 22 Grand Slam singles titles during an unprecedented era he shared with his rivals in the so-called Big Three, Roger Federer and Novak Djokovic.
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal of Spain celebrates his victory over Marton Fucsovics of Hungary during the men's singles tennis competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal, of Spain, returns a shot to Amaud Clement, of France, during second round play the Pacific Life Open tennis tournament, Saturday, March 10, 2007, in Indian Wells, Calif., as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal lifts the trophy after winning the final match against Norway's Casper Ruud in three sets, 6-3, 6-3, 6-0, at the French Open tennis tournament in Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France, Sunday, June 5, 2022, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal of Spain leaps as he plays a return to Nick Kyrgios of Australia during their men's singles match at the All England Lawn Tennis Championships in Wimbledon, London, Tuesday, July 1, 2014, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal, right, and Switzerland's Roger Federer pose with their trophies after the men's final match for the French Open tennis tournament at Roland Garros stadium in Paris, June 5, 2011, as Nadal has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Lionel Cironneau, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal, of Spain, celebrates after winning a point against Frances Tiafoe, of the United States, during the fourth round of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Monday, Sept. 5, 2022, in New York., as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal of Spain reacts after defeating Roger Federer of Switzerland during the final of the Monte Carlo Tennis Open tournament in Monaco, Sunday, April 27, 2008, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Lionel Cironneau, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal bites the trophy, after defeating Tomas Berdych in the men's singles final on the Centre Court at the All England Lawn Tennis Championships at Wimbledon, Sunday, July 4, 2010, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal returns the ball during the third round match of the French Open tennis tournament against Argentina's Leonardo Mayer at the Roland Garros stadium, in Paris, France, Saturday, May 31, 2014, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal, of Spain, serves to Dmitry Tursunov, of Russia, during a match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament Tuesday, March 17, 2009, in Indian Wells, Calif., as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. ( (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal celebrates after beating Taylor Fritz of the US in a men's singles quarterfinal match on day ten of the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 6, 2022, as he announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)
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                                    Tennis great Rafael Nadal announced his impending retirement from the sport on Thursday at age 38 after winning 22 Grand Slam singles titles during an unprecedented era he shared with his rivals in the so-called Big Three, Roger Federer and Novak Djokovic.
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal of Spain celebrates his victory over Marton Fucsovics of Hungary during the men's singles tennis competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)
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                                    FILE - Rafael Nadal of Spain celebrates his victory over Marton Fucsovics of Hungary during the men's singles tennis competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal, of Spain, returns a shot to Amaud Clement, of France, during second round play the Pacific Life Open tennis tournament, Saturday, March 10, 2007, in Indian Wells, Calif., as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)
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                                    FILE - Rafael Nadal, of Spain, returns a shot to Amaud Clement, of France, during second round play the Pacific Life Open tennis tournament, Saturday, March 10, 2007, in Indian Wells, Calif., as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal lifts the trophy after winning the final match against Norway's Casper Ruud in three sets, 6-3, 6-3, 6-0, at the French Open tennis tournament in Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France, Sunday, June 5, 2022, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, File)
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                                    FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal lifts the trophy after winning the final match against Norway's Casper Ruud in three sets, 6-3, 6-3, 6-0, at the French Open tennis tournament in Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France, Sunday, June 5, 2022, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal of Spain leaps as he plays a return to Nick Kyrgios of Australia during their men's singles match at the All England Lawn Tennis Championships in Wimbledon, London, Tuesday, July 1, 2014, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis, File)
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                                    FILE - Rafael Nadal of Spain leaps as he plays a return to Nick Kyrgios of Australia during their men's singles match at the All England Lawn Tennis Championships in Wimbledon, London, Tuesday, July 1, 2014, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal, right, and Switzerland's Roger Federer pose with their trophies after the men's final match for the French Open tennis tournament at Roland Garros stadium in Paris, June 5, 2011, as Nadal has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Lionel Cironneau, File)
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                                    FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal, right, and Switzerland's Roger Federer pose with their trophies after the men's final match for the French Open tennis tournament at Roland Garros stadium in Paris, June 5, 2011, as Nadal has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Lionel Cironneau, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 12 | 
            FILE - Rafael Nadal, of Spain, celebrates after winning a point against Frances Tiafoe, of the United States, during the fourth round of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Monday, Sept. 5, 2022, in New York., as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)
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                                    FILE - Rafael Nadal, of Spain, celebrates after winning a point against Frances Tiafoe, of the United States, during the fourth round of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Monday, Sept. 5, 2022, in New York., as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal of Spain reacts after defeating Roger Federer of Switzerland during the final of the Monte Carlo Tennis Open tournament in Monaco, Sunday, April 27, 2008, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Lionel Cironneau, File)
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                                    FILE - Rafael Nadal of Spain reacts after defeating Roger Federer of Switzerland during the final of the Monte Carlo Tennis Open tournament in Monaco, Sunday, April 27, 2008, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Lionel Cironneau, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal bites the trophy, after defeating Tomas Berdych in the men's singles final on the Centre Court at the All England Lawn Tennis Championships at Wimbledon, Sunday, July 4, 2010, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)
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                                    FILE - Rafael Nadal bites the trophy, after defeating Tomas Berdych in the men's singles final on the Centre Court at the All England Lawn Tennis Championships at Wimbledon, Sunday, July 4, 2010, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal returns the ball during the third round match of the French Open tennis tournament against Argentina's Leonardo Mayer at the Roland Garros stadium, in Paris, France, Saturday, May 31, 2014, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)
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                                    FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal returns the ball during the third round match of the French Open tennis tournament against Argentina's Leonardo Mayer at the Roland Garros stadium, in Paris, France, Saturday, May 31, 2014, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal, of Spain, serves to Dmitry Tursunov, of Russia, during a match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament Tuesday, March 17, 2009, in Indian Wells, Calif., as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. ( (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)
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                                    FILE - Rafael Nadal, of Spain, serves to Dmitry Tursunov, of Russia, during a match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament Tuesday, March 17, 2009, in Indian Wells, Calif., as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. ( (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal celebrates after beating Taylor Fritz of the US in a men's singles quarterfinal match on day ten of the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 6, 2022, as he announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)
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                                    FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal celebrates after beating Taylor Fritz of the US in a men's singles quarterfinal match on day ten of the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 6, 2022, as he announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)
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                                        MADRID (AP) -- Rafael Nadal is retiring from professional tennis at age 38, he announced in a video message Thursday, after winning 22 Grand Slam titles -- 14 at the French Open -- during an unprecedented era he shared with rivals Roger Federer and Novak Djokovic.
Nadal has competed infrequently the past two seasons because of injuries and said next month's Davis Cup finals will mark his farewell to the sport. He had hip surgery in 2023 and entered just two of the past eight major tournaments.
"The reality is that it has been some difficult years, these last two, especially. I don't think I have been able to play without limitations," Nadal said. "It is obviously a difficult decision, one that has taken me some time to make. But in this life, everything has a beginning and an end."
Nadal's unrelenting, physical style of play -- every point pursued as though it were his last, sprinting and sliding into place for that high-bouncing bullwhip of a lefty forehand -- made him one of the greats of the game and the unquestioned King of Clay, the slow, red surface on which he dominated.

    


His record 14 French Open championships are more than anyone, man or woman, won at any one of the sport's four major tournaments, a dominance celebrated by a statue of Nadal that stands near the main entrance to the grounds of Roland Garros and in the shadow of its main stadium, Court Philippe Chatrier.




In a result that symbolized where things stood for his body, and career, he exited in the French Open's first round this year, a straight-set loss to eventual runner-up Alexander Zverev.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Nadal returned to that site in southwest Paris for the Summer Olympics, where he lost to old rival Djokovic in the second round of singles and reached the quarterfinals of men's doubles with Carlos Alcaraz. Nadal hasn't played since. His goodbye will also come while representing Spain, at Malaga in the Davis Cup.

    


"Your legacy won't be matched," Alcaraz, who is widely seen as Nadal's heir in Spanish tennis, said Thursday. "I have enjoyed you and I will miss you very much when you retire after the Davis Cup." 
Soccer greats Cristiano Ronaldo and Kylian Mbappe were among stars from the sports world also paying tribute to Nadal.
In addition to his French Open triumphs, Nadal won four trophies at the U.S. Open and two apiece at Wimbledon and the Australian Open, giving him a career Grand Slam.
"I think it is the appropriate time to put an end to a career that has been long and much more successful than I could have ever imagined," Nadal said.
His last pair of major titles arrived in 2022, at Melbourne in January and at Paris in June, pushing him ahead of Federer, who held the men's record of 20 Grand Slam titles when he announced his retirement at age 41. Federer bid adieu in late 2022 by teaming with Nadal in a doubles match at the Laver Cup.
Both have since been surpassed by Djokovic, 37, who is up to 24 majors.
So much of Nadal's success was seen, fairly or not, through the prism of his encounters with Federer and Djokovic. The tennis world, and plenty outside of it, were consumed with the debate over which was most deserving of the "GOAT" -- "Greatest Of All-Time" -- moniker. The world, tennis or otherwise, was fascinated by their matchups, their differing styles and personalities. 

    


Who among those who witnessed it could possibly forget Nadal vs. Federer in the 2008 Wimbledon final? Or Nadal vs. Djokovic in the 2022 French Open quarterfinals? Or Nadal vs. Djokovic in the 2012 Australian Open final? And so on.
Nadal played Djokovic 60 times, a record for two men in the Open era; Djokovic leads 31-29 overall, while Nadal leads 5-4 in Slam finals. Nadal met Federer 40 times; Nadal leads 24-16 overall, including 6-3 in Slam finals.
"Thank you for the unforgettable memories and all your incredible achievements in the game we love," Federer told Nadal via social media.
It's certainly apt that Nadal's last major title came at the French Open (beating Djokovic along the way) two years ago, and while getting painkilling injections for chronic pain in his left foot. He repeatedly dealt with, and frequently overcame, various injury issues over the years, and his 2023 and 2024 seasons were both limited because of hip and abdominal muscle problems.

    


Nadal hurt his hip flexor during a second-round loss at the Australian Open in January 2023, and wound up missing the rest of the year; there was an operation for that in June. 
After briefly making a comeback this January during a tuneup event for the Australian Open, he had to pull out of the year's first major with a torn hip muscle, then was sidelined again until a return on his beloved clay at the Barcelona Open in April.
Dating to late in 2022, when he was beaten in the fourth round at Flushing Meadows by Frances Tiafoe, Nadal is just 14-14, including 12-7 this year.

    


But his overall resume is unimpeachable: a total of 209 weeks at No. 1 in the ATP rankings and nearly 18 years' worth of consecutive weeks in the Top 10; 92 singles titles; 1,080-227 win-loss record; just shy of $135 million in prize money.

"Really, everything I have experienced has been a dream come true," Nadal said. "I leave with the absolute peace of mind of having given my best, of having made an effort in every way."
___
Fendrich reported from Philadelphia. Associated Press writers Joseph Wilson and James Ellingworth contributed to this report.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/rafael-nadal-retirement-tennis-e8d5c3ea277d4bb9e060a350319c66c7
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Han Kang wins the Nobel Prize for literature. She's the first South Korean to do so

    Han Kang wins the Nobel Prize for literature. She's the first South Korean to do so
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            The Nobel Prize in literature was awarded Thursday to South Korean author Han Kang for what the Nobel committee called "her intense poetic prose that confronts historical traumas and exposes the fragility of human life." (AP video by Daniel Niemann)
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            FILE - South Korean author Han Kang poses for the media during a news conference in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, May 24, 2016. Kang has won the Nobel Prize for Literature. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, File)
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            FILE - South Korean author Han Kang answers a reporter's question during a news conference in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, May 24, 2016. Kang has won the Nobel Prize for Literature. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, File)
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            Swedish Academy's permanent secretary Mats Malm announces the winner of the 2024 Nobel Prize in Literature, South Korean writer Han Kang at the Swedish Academy in Stockholm, Sweden, Thursday Oct. 10, 2024. (Jessica Gow/TT News Agency via AP)
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            A book store employee handles books by the South Korean writer Han Kang in London, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. Kang has been awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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            Books by the South Korean writer Han Kang displayed at the Swedish Academy in Stockholm, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. Kang has been awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. (Jessica Gow/TT News Agency via AP)
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            Books by the South Korean writer Han Kang displayed at the Swedish Academy in Stockholm, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. Kang has been awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. (Jessica Gow/TT News Agency via AP)
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            FILE - Han Kang speaks to the media after winning the Man Booker International prize for fiction for her book 'The Vegetarian' in London, Tuesday, May, 16, 2016. Kang has won the Nobel Prize for Literature. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File)
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            FILE - A Nobel Prize medal is displayed before a ceremony at the Swedish Ambassador's Residence in London, Monday, Dec. 6, 2021. (AP Photo/Matt Dunham, File)
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            FILE - South Korean author Han Kang listens to a reporter's question in front of a banner of her new fiction during a news conference in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, May 24, 2016. Kang has won the Nobel Prize for Literature. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, File)
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            Swedish Academy's permanent secretary Mats Malm announces the winner of the 2024 Nobel Prize in Literature, South Korean writer Han Kang, at the Swedish Academy in Stockholm, Sweden, Thursday Oct. 10, 2024. (Jessica Gow/TT News Agency via AP)
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            A TV screen shows a file image of the winner of the 2024 Nobel Prize in Literature, South Korean writer Han Kang, during a news program at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            FILE - A bust of Alfred Nobel on display following a press conference at the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, Sweden, on Monday, Oct. 3, 2022. (Henrik Montgomery/TT News Agency via AP, File)
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            FILE - A close-up view of a Nobel Prize medal at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) in Bethesda, Md., Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2020. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            A TV screen shows a file image of the winner of the 2024 Nobel Prize in Literature, South Korean writer Han Kang, during a news program at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            A book store employee handles books by the South Korean writer Han Kang in London, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. Kang has been awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 17 | 
            South Korean Kim Hyung-duk, 77-year-old, holds books by the South Korean writer Han Kang after buying them at a bookstore in Goyang, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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        Han Kang wins the Nobel Prize for literature. She's the first South Korean to do so
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                                    The Nobel Prize in literature was awarded Thursday to South Korean author Han Kang for what the Nobel committee called "her intense poetic prose that confronts historical traumas and exposes the fragility of human life." (AP video by Daniel Niemann)
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            FILE - South Korean author Han Kang poses for the media during a news conference in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, May 24, 2016. Kang has won the Nobel Prize for Literature. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, File)
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            FILE - South Korean author Han Kang answers a reporter's question during a news conference in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, May 24, 2016. Kang has won the Nobel Prize for Literature. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, File)
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            Swedish Academy's permanent secretary Mats Malm announces the winner of the 2024 Nobel Prize in Literature, South Korean writer Han Kang at the Swedish Academy in Stockholm, Sweden, Thursday Oct. 10, 2024. (Jessica Gow/TT News Agency via AP)
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            A book store employee handles books by the South Korean writer Han Kang in London, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. Kang has been awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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            Books by the South Korean writer Han Kang displayed at the Swedish Academy in Stockholm, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. Kang has been awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. (Jessica Gow/TT News Agency via AP)
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            Books by the South Korean writer Han Kang displayed at the Swedish Academy in Stockholm, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. Kang has been awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. (Jessica Gow/TT News Agency via AP)
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            FILE - Han Kang speaks to the media after winning the Man Booker International prize for fiction for her book 'The Vegetarian' in London, Tuesday, May, 16, 2016. Kang has won the Nobel Prize for Literature. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File)
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            FILE - A Nobel Prize medal is displayed before a ceremony at the Swedish Ambassador's Residence in London, Monday, Dec. 6, 2021. (AP Photo/Matt Dunham, File)
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            FILE - South Korean author Han Kang listens to a reporter's question in front of a banner of her new fiction during a news conference in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, May 24, 2016. Kang has won the Nobel Prize for Literature. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, File)
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            Swedish Academy's permanent secretary Mats Malm announces the winner of the 2024 Nobel Prize in Literature, South Korean writer Han Kang, at the Swedish Academy in Stockholm, Sweden, Thursday Oct. 10, 2024. (Jessica Gow/TT News Agency via AP)
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            A TV screen shows a file image of the winner of the 2024 Nobel Prize in Literature, South Korean writer Han Kang, during a news program at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            FILE - A bust of Alfred Nobel on display following a press conference at the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, Sweden, on Monday, Oct. 3, 2022. (Henrik Montgomery/TT News Agency via AP, File)
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            FILE - A close-up view of a Nobel Prize medal at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) in Bethesda, Md., Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2020. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            A TV screen shows a file image of the winner of the 2024 Nobel Prize in Literature, South Korean writer Han Kang, during a news program at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            A book store employee handles books by the South Korean writer Han Kang in London, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. Kang has been awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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            South Korean Kim Hyung-duk, 77-year-old, holds books by the South Korean writer Han Kang after buying them at a bookstore in Goyang, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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                                        STOCKHOLM (AP) -- South Korean poet and novelist Han Kang was awarded the Nobel Prize in literature Thursday for a poetic and unsettling body of work that the Nobel committee said "confronts historical traumas and exposes the fragility of human life."
A slow-burning international literary star who has won multiple awards in South Korea and Europe, Han is the first Asian woman and the first South Korean writer to win the Nobel literature prize. She was awarded for books, including "The Vegetarian" and "Human Acts," that explore the pain of being human and the scars of Korea's turbulent history.
Nobel literature committee member Anna-Karin Palm said Han writes about "trauma, pain and loss," whether individual or collective, "with the same compassion and care."
"And this, I think, is something that is quite remarkable," Palm said.
Nobel committee chairman Anders Olsson praised Han's "empathy for the vulnerable, often female lives" of her characters.

    


"She has a unique awareness of the connections between body and soul, the living and the dead," Olsson said.
Han is the second South Korean national to win a Nobel Prize. Late former President Kim Dae-jung won the peace prize in 2000 for his efforts to restore democracy in South Korea during the country's previous military rule and improve relations with war-divided rival North Korea.




Speaking to the Swedish Academy by phone, Han said she had just finished having dinner with her son at home in Seoul when she got a call with the news.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

She said she was both "honored" and surprised to become South Korea's first Nobel literature laureate.
"I grew up with Korean literature, which I feel very close (to)," said Han, whose father and brother are both novelists. "So I hope this news is nice for Korean literature readers and my friends, writers."
As for celebrating the win, she said: "I'm going to have tea with my son and I'll celebrate it quietly tonight."

    


Han wins the Nobel at a time of growing global influence of South Korean culture, which in recent years has included the success of films like director Bong Joon-ho's Oscar-winning " Parasite," the Netflix survival drama "Squid Game" and the worldwide fame of K-pop groups like BTS and BLACKPINK.
Han, 53, won the International Booker Prize for fiction translated into English in 2016 for "The Vegetarian," an unsettling novel in which a woman's decision to stop eating meat has devastating consequences.
Accepting that award, Han said writing novels "is a way of questioning for me."
"I just try to complete my questions through the process of my writing and I try to stay in the questions, sometimes painful, sometimes -- well -- sometimes demanding," she said.
Han made her publishing debut as a poet in 1993; her first short story collection was published in 1995 and her first novel, "Black Deer," in 1998.
Works translated into English include "Greek Lessons" -- about the relationship between a woman who can no longer speak and a teacher who is losing his sight -- "Human Acts" and "The White Book," a poetic novel that draws on the death of Han's older sister shortly after birth. "The White Book" was an International Booker Prize finalist in 2018.

    


"Human Acts" -- which Olsson, the Nobel committee chair, called a work of "witness literature" -- is based on the real-life killing of pro-democracy protesters in Han's home city of Gwangju in 1980. The book won Italy's Malaparte Prize in 2017.
Her most recent novel, "We Do Not Part," is due to be published in English next year. It also confronts a chapter in South Korea's 20th-century history, which saw the country endure war, the division of the Korean peninsula and dictatorship. The novel deals with a 1948-1949 uprising on Jeju, an island south of the Korean mainland in which thousands of people were killed.
Anders Karlsson, a lecturer at London's School of Oriental and African Studies who has translated Han into Swedish, said he was "overjoyed" at the Nobel accolade.
He said Han's "poignant, condensed" prose is able to describe "difficult and dark passages in South Korean history ... in quite open and inviting language that engages and does not deter the reader."

    


The literature prize has long faced criticism that it is too focused on European and North American writers of style-heavy, story-light prose. It has also been male-dominated -- Han is only the 18th woman among its 120 laureates.
Six days of Nobel announcements opened Monday with Americans Victor Ambros and Gary Ruvkun winning the medicine prize. Two founding fathers of machine learning -- John Hopfield and Geoffrey Hinton -- won the physics prize. On Wednesday, three scientists who discovered powerful techniques to decode and even design novel proteins were awarded the chemistry prize.
The Nobel Peace Prize will be announced Friday and the economics award on Monday.

    


The prize carries a cash award of 11 million Swedish kronor ($1 million) from a bequest left by the award's creator, Swedish inventor Alfred Nobel. The laureates are invited to receive their awards at ceremonies on Dec. 10, the anniversary of Nobel's death.
___

An earlier version of this story incorrectly said "Human Acts" was an International Booker Prize finalist in 2018. "The White Book" was a finalist for the prize.
___
Lawless reported from London. Corder reported from The Hague, Netherlands. Kim Tong-hyung in Seoul, South Korea, contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nobel-literature-prize-e52fdabe9379d351d744e121218bddc5
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            Hurricane Milton made landfall Wednesday as a Category 3 storm, bringing powerful winds, deadly storm surge and potential flooding to much of Florida. AP reporter Kate Payne shows what the conditions look like from her hotel in downtown Tampa.
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            Hurricane Milton made landfall Wednesday along Florida's Gulf Coast as a Category 3 storm. Footage from Tampa and traffic cameras across the state's south showed the storm's intensity. (AP footage: Haven Daley)
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            Hurricane Milton made landfall Wednesday along Florida's Gulf Coast as a Category 3 storm, bringing powerful winds, deadly storm surge and potential flooding to much of the state. (AP video by Kate Payne)
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            Multiple powerful tornadoes ripped across Florida hours before Hurricane Milton made landfall Wednesday, tearing off roofs, overturning vehicles and sucking debris into the air as the black V-shaped columns moved through.
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            The fabric roof over the home of baseball's Tampa Bay Rays was ripped to shreds after Hurricane Milton came ashore, bringing wind gusts exceeding 100 mph and flooding parts of Florida.
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            Police in Tampa get multiple people to safety after a tree crashes into their home during Hurricane Milton.
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            A construction crane fell over into an office building that houses the Tampa Bay Times headquarters, after Hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            An aerial view of Tropicana Field's shredded roof in downtown St. Petersburg, Fla., in the wake of Hurricane Milton early Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (Max Chesnes/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            High water is seen on Hillsborough street in the aftermath of hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            A traffic light hangs low as flood waters cover a road the morning after Hurricane Milton hit the region, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A fallen tree lays over the street in the aftermath of Hurricane Milton on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024 in Valrico, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)
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            High water is seen near Hillsborough street in the aftermath of hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Debris and an awning of a gas station sits on the ground the morning after Hurricane Milton hit the region, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            14 of 27 | 
            A man negotiates driving through flood waters into a community surrounded with floodwaters the morning after Hurricane Milton hit the region, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            15 of 27 | 
            Max Watts, of Buford, Ga., walks in the parking lot to check on a trailer parked outside the hotel where he is riding out Hurricane Milton with coworkers, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. Watts, who works for a towing company, was deployed with colleagues to Florida to aid in the aftermath of the storm. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            16 of 27 | 
            Chris Nation, of Commerce, Ga., climbs a tree and gestures while hanging out with coworkers outside the hotel where they are riding out Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. Nation, who works for a towing company, was deployed with colleagues to Florida to aid in the aftermath of the storm. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            17 of 27 | 
            Ron Rook, who said he was looking for people in need of help or debris to clear, walks through windy and rainy conditions on a deserted street in downtown Tampa, Fla., during the approach of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            18 of 27 | 
            This GOES-16 GeoColor satellite image taken at 11:46 a.m. EDT and provided by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) shows Hurricane Milton in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast of Florida, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (NOAA via AP)
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            19 of 27 | 
            A crane is seen across 1st Avenue South near the Tampa Bay Times offices in St. Petersburg, Florida, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, as Hurricane Milton's strong winds tore through the area. (Chris Urso/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            20 of 27 | 
            Debris covers the ground near a crane that fell onto a building along 1st Avenue South in St. Petersburg, Fla., as Hurricane Milton's strong winds tore through the area Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (Chris Urso/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            21 of 27 | 
            Debris along Commonwealth Drive clogs the roadway after Hurricane Milton made landfall nearby Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024 in Siesta Key, Fla. (Chris Urso/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            22 of 27 | 
            A tree falls on the sidewalk in downtown in the aftermath of Hurricane Milton on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Tampa. (Jefferee Woo/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            23 of 27 | 
            Joe Lindquist, 32, of St. Petersburg, walks over bricks near a fallen crane along 1st Avenue South near the Tampa Bay Times offices in St. Petersburg, Florida, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, as Hurricane Milton's strong winds tore through the area. (Chris Urso/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            24 of 27 | 
            The roof of Tropicana Field, the home of the Tampa Bay Rays, appeared to be badly damaged as Hurricane Milton passes Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (Chris Urso/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            25 of 27 | 
            A house loses its awning after Hurricane Milton on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Tampa. (Jefferee Woo/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            26 of 27 | 
            Amy Sapanara, of Pinellas, Fla., walks with her dogs, Frankie and Dudley, near the hotel where she's taking shelter during Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            27 of 27 | 
            Off-duty staff members and their families, who were invited to come stay with them in hotel rooms as they worked through Hurricane Milton, eat dinner as the storm makes landfall on Florida's Gulf Coast, at Hyatt Place Tampa Downtown hotel in Tampa, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        What to know about Hurricane Milton after it slammed Florida's Gulf Coast
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                                    Hurricane Milton made landfall Wednesday as a Category 3 storm, bringing powerful winds, deadly storm surge and potential flooding to much of Florida. AP reporter Kate Payne shows what the conditions look like from her hotel in downtown Tampa.
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                                    Hurricane Milton made landfall Wednesday along Florida's Gulf Coast as a Category 3 storm. Footage from Tampa and traffic cameras across the state's south showed the storm's intensity. (AP footage: Haven Daley)
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                                    Hurricane Milton made landfall Wednesday along Florida's Gulf Coast as a Category 3 storm, bringing powerful winds, deadly storm surge and potential flooding to much of the state. (AP video by Kate Payne)
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                                    Multiple powerful tornadoes ripped across Florida hours before Hurricane Milton made landfall Wednesday, tearing off roofs, overturning vehicles and sucking debris into the air as the black V-shaped columns moved through.
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                                    The fabric roof over the home of baseball's Tampa Bay Rays was ripped to shreds after Hurricane Milton came ashore, bringing wind gusts exceeding 100 mph and flooding parts of Florida.
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                                    Police in Tampa get multiple people to safety after a tree crashes into their home during Hurricane Milton.
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            A construction crane fell over into an office building that houses the Tampa Bay Times headquarters, after Hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            8 of 27 | 
            An aerial view of Tropicana Field's shredded roof in downtown St. Petersburg, Fla., in the wake of Hurricane Milton early Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (Max Chesnes/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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                                    An aerial view of Tropicana Field's shredded roof in downtown St. Petersburg, Fla., in the wake of Hurricane Milton early Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (Max Chesnes/Tampa Bay Times via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 27 | 
            High water is seen on Hillsborough street in the aftermath of hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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                                    High water is seen on Hillsborough street in the aftermath of hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            10 of 27 | 
            A traffic light hangs low as flood waters cover a road the morning after Hurricane Milton hit the region, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            11 of 27 | 
            A fallen tree lays over the street in the aftermath of Hurricane Milton on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024 in Valrico, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)
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            12 of 27 | 
            High water is seen near Hillsborough street in the aftermath of hurricane Milton, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            13 of 27 | 
            Debris and an awning of a gas station sits on the ground the morning after Hurricane Milton hit the region, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            14 of 27 | 
            A man negotiates driving through flood waters into a community surrounded with floodwaters the morning after Hurricane Milton hit the region, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            15 of 27 | 
            Max Watts, of Buford, Ga., walks in the parking lot to check on a trailer parked outside the hotel where he is riding out Hurricane Milton with coworkers, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. Watts, who works for a towing company, was deployed with colleagues to Florida to aid in the aftermath of the storm. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            16 of 27 | 
            Chris Nation, of Commerce, Ga., climbs a tree and gestures while hanging out with coworkers outside the hotel where they are riding out Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. Nation, who works for a towing company, was deployed with colleagues to Florida to aid in the aftermath of the storm. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            17 of 27 | 
            Ron Rook, who said he was looking for people in need of help or debris to clear, walks through windy and rainy conditions on a deserted street in downtown Tampa, Fla., during the approach of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            18 of 27 | 
            This GOES-16 GeoColor satellite image taken at 11:46 a.m. EDT and provided by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) shows Hurricane Milton in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast of Florida, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (NOAA via AP)
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            19 of 27 | 
            A crane is seen across 1st Avenue South near the Tampa Bay Times offices in St. Petersburg, Florida, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, as Hurricane Milton's strong winds tore through the area. (Chris Urso/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            20 of 27 | 
            Debris covers the ground near a crane that fell onto a building along 1st Avenue South in St. Petersburg, Fla., as Hurricane Milton's strong winds tore through the area Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (Chris Urso/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            21 of 27 | 
            Debris along Commonwealth Drive clogs the roadway after Hurricane Milton made landfall nearby Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024 in Siesta Key, Fla. (Chris Urso/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            A tree falls on the sidewalk in downtown in the aftermath of Hurricane Milton on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Tampa. (Jefferee Woo/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            23 of 27 | 
            Joe Lindquist, 32, of St. Petersburg, walks over bricks near a fallen crane along 1st Avenue South near the Tampa Bay Times offices in St. Petersburg, Florida, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, as Hurricane Milton's strong winds tore through the area. (Chris Urso/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            24 of 27 | 
            The roof of Tropicana Field, the home of the Tampa Bay Rays, appeared to be badly damaged as Hurricane Milton passes Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (Chris Urso/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            A house loses its awning after Hurricane Milton on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Tampa. (Jefferee Woo/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            Amy Sapanara, of Pinellas, Fla., walks with her dogs, Frankie and Dudley, near the hotel where she's taking shelter during Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Off-duty staff members and their families, who were invited to come stay with them in hotel rooms as they worked through Hurricane Milton, eat dinner as the storm makes landfall on Florida's Gulf Coast, at Hyatt Place Tampa Downtown hotel in Tampa, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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    Stay up to date: Follow AP's live coverage of Hurricane Milton and the 2024 hurricane season.


    



Florida residents began assessing damage Thursday after powerful Hurricane Milton brought strong winds, heavy rains and tornadoes as it moved toward the Gulf Coast and then barreled across the state.

Gov. Ron DeSantis told reporters that officials will have a better understanding of the extent of the damage as the day progresses. "The storm was significant but thankfully, this was not the worst-case scenario," he said.

The storm has caused at least four deaths in a state where communities were still dealing with the damage from deadly Hurricane Helene two weeks ago.

Follow The Associated Press' coverage of tropical weather at https://apnews.com/hub/hurricanes.
Where did Milton make landfall and where did it go next?



Milton made landfall Wednesday evening as a Category 3 storm near Siesta Key, a barrier island of white sand beaches about 70 miles (112 kilometers) south of the Tampa Bay area, sparing a direct hit on the area that's home to over 3.3 million people.

DeSantis said that Sarasota County, where Siesta Key is located, appears to have gotten the worst storm surge at 8 to 10 feet (2.5 to 3 meters). That is lower than the worst place during Helene though.

By Thursday morning, Milton -- weakened to a Category 1 storm, but still dangerous -- had moved off Florida's east coast.
How bad is the damage?



Officials in hard-hit Florida counties were urging people to stay home, warning of downed power lines, trees in roads, blocked bridges and flooding.

Before Milton even made landfall, heavy rain and tornadoes lashed parts of southern Florida, and over 100 homes were destroyed.

The storm knocked out power across a large section of Florida, leaving almost 3.4 million homes and businesses without electricity, according to poweroutage.us, which tracks utility reports. Multiple cranes were also toppled in the storm.

In St. Petersburg, a water main break led the city to shut down service. And the roof of the city's Tropicana Field, which is home to the Tampa Bay Rays baseball team, was destroyed. Just inland from Tampa, the flooding in Plant City was "absolutely staggering," according to City Manager Bill McDaniel. 

Though the deadly storm surge feared for Tampa never materialized, the city still saw flooding. 
Why are scientists saying this is an odd storm season?



Milton is the latest system in a storm season scientists say is the weirdest they have ever seen.

Beryl became the earliest storm on record to reach Category 5 status, but there was record quiet from Aug. 20 -- the traditional start of peak hurricane season -- to Sept. 23, according to Colorado State University hurricane researcher Phil Klotzbach.

Then five hurricanes popped up between Sept. 26 and Oct. 6, more than double the old record of two. On Sunday and Monday, there were three hurricanes at the same time, which had never happened before, Klotzback said. 

In just 46 1/2 hours, Milton went from forming as a tropical storm with 40 mph winds to a top-of-the-charts Category 5 hurricane.

Some might wonder if it is possible to control extreme weather events. But scientists say hurricanes are too powerful for that, and climate change is providing more fuel than ever for storms like Helene and Milton.
What makes Milton so unusual?









Warm water fueled rapid intensification that took Milton from a minimal hurricane to a massive Category 5 in less than 10 hours. 

Milton also grew so potent because it avoided high-level cross winds that often decapitate storms, especially in autumn. As Milton neared Florida, it hit those winds and dropped in strength. 
What if I have travel plans to Florida? 



Airports including Tampa International and nearby St. Pete-Clearwater International were shut down. 


And tourism in Orlando, about 84 miles (135 kilometers) inland from Tampa, halted Wednesday after the city's airport -- the nation's seventh busiest and Florida's most trafficked -- ceased operations. At least three major theme parks -- Walt Disney World, Universal Orlando and SeaWorld -- also closed.

The Tampa airport sustained minimal damage and was expected to reopen Friday.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/milton-florida-hurricane-d40b1e47fd78844bf1ed528bab5099f1
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Africans recruited to work in Russia say they were duped into building drones for use in Ukraine
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            Parts of downed Shahed drones launched by Russia are piled in a storage room of a research laboratory in Kyiv, Ukraine, on Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Parts of downed Shahed drones launched by Russia are piled in a storage room of a research laboratory in Kyiv, Ukraine, on Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            This satellite image from Planet Labs PBC shows buildings in Tatarstan's Alabuga Special Economic Zone, about 1,000 kilometers (600 miles) east of Moscow on Nov. 21, 2021, before President Vladimir Putin invaded Ukraine. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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            This satellite image from Planet Labs PBC shows buildings in Tatarstan's Alabuga Special Economic Zone, about 1,000 kilometers (600 miles) east of Moscow, on Sept. 28, 2024, 2 1/2 years after President Vladimir Putin invaded Ukraine. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 8 | 
            FILE - An Iranian Shahed exploding drone launched by Russia flies through the sky seconds before it struck buildings in Kyiv, Ukraine, on Oct. 17, 2022. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)
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            FILE - Ukrainian air defenses intercept a Shahed drone during a Russia aerial attack on Kyiv, Ukraine, on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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            FILE - This undated photograph released by the Ukrainian military shows the wreckage of a Russian-fired Shahed drone that it said was downed near Kupiansk, Ukraine. (Ukrainian military's Strategic Communications Directorate via AP, File)
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            This satellite image from Planet Labs PBC shows buildings in Tatarstan's Alabuga Special Economic Zone, about 1,000 kilometers (600 miles) east of Moscow on Nov. 21, 2021, before President Vladimir Putin invaded Ukraine. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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                                        The social media ads promised the young African women a free plane ticket, money and a faraway adventure in Europe. Just complete a computer game and a 100-word Russian vocabulary test.
But instead of a work-study program in fields like hospitality and catering, some of them learned only after arriving on the steppes of Russia's Tatarstan region that they would be toiling in a factory to make weapons of war, assembling thousands of Iranian-designed attack drones to be launched into Ukraine.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In interviews with The Associated Press, some of the women complained of long hours under constant surveillance, of broken promises about wages and areas of study, and of working with caustic chemicals that left their skin pockmarked and itching.
To fill an urgent labor shortage in wartime Russia, the Kremlin has been recruiting women aged 18-22 from places like Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya, South Sudan, Sierra Leone and Nigeria, as well as the South Asian country of Sri Lanka. The drive is expanding to elsewhere in Asia as well as Latin America.

    


That has put some of Moscow's key weapons production in the inexperienced hands of about 200 African women who are working alongside Russian vocational students as young as 16 in the plant in Tatarstan's Alabuga Special Economic Zone, about 1,000 kilometers (600 miles) east of Moscow, according to an AP investigation of the industrial complex.




"I don't really know how to make drones," said one African woman who had abandoned a job at home and took the Russian offer.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The AP analyzed satellite images of the complex and its internal documents, spoke to a half-dozen African women who ended up there, and tracked down hundreds of videos in the online recruiting program dubbed "Alabuga Start" to piece together life at the plant. 
A hopeful journey from Africa leads to 'a trap'
The woman who agreed to work in Russia excitedly documented her journey, taking selfies at the airport and shooting video of her airline meal and of the in-flight map, focusing on the word "Europe" and pointing to it with her long, manicured nails.

    


When she arrived in Alabuga, however, she soon learned what she would be doing and realized it was "a trap."
"The company is all about making drones. Nothing else," said the woman, who assembled airframes. "I regret and I curse the day I started making all those things."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

One possible clue about what was in store for the applicants was their vocabulary test that included words like "factory" and the verbs "to hook" and "to unhook."
The workers were under constant surveillance in their dorms and at work, the hours were long and the pay was less than she expected -- details corroborated by three other women interviewed by AP, which is not identifying them by name or nationality out of concern for their safety.
Factory management apparently tries to discourage the African women from leaving, and although some reportedly have left or found work elsewhere in Russia, AP was unable to verify that independently.
A drone factory grows in Tatarstan
Russia and Iran signed a $1.7 billion deal in 2022, after President Vladimir Putin invaded neighboring Ukraine, and Moscow began using Iranian imports of the unmanned aerial vehicles, or UAVs, in battle later that year.

    


The Alabuga Special Economic Zone was set up in 2006 to attract businesses and investment to Tatarstan. It expanded rapidly after the invasion and parts switched to military production, adding or renovating new buildings, according to satellite images.
Although some private companies still operate there, the plant is referred to as "Alabuga" in leaked documents that detail contracts between Russia and Iran.
The Shahed-136 drones were first shipped disassembled to Russia, but production has shifted to Alabuga and possibly another factory. Alabuga now is Russia's main plant for making the one-way, exploding drones, with plans to produce 6,000 of them a year by 2025, according to the leaked documents and the Washington-based Institute for Science and International Security.
That target is now ahead of schedule, with Alabuga building 4,500, said David Albright, a former U.N. weapons inspector who works at the institute.

    


Finding workers was a problem. With unemployment at record lows and many Russians already working in military industries, fighting in Ukraine or having fled abroad, plant officials turned to using vocational students and cheap foreign labor.
Alabuga is the only Russian production facility that recruits women from Africa, Asia and South America to make weapons according to experts and the AP investigation.
About 90% of the foreign women recruited via the Alabuga Start program work on making drones, particularly the parts "that don't require much skill," he said. 
Documents leaked last year and verified by Albright and another drone expert detail the workforce growing from just under 900 people in 2023 to plans for over 2,600 in 2025. They show that foreign women largely assemble the drones, use chemicals and paint them.

    


In the first half of this year, 182 women were recruited, largely from Central and East African countries, according to a Facebook page promoting the Alabuga Start program. It also recruits in South America and Asia "to help ladies to start their career."
Officials held recruiting events in Uganda, and tried to recruit from its orphanages, according to messages on Alabuga's Telegram channel. Russian officials have also visited more than 26 embassies in Moscow to push the program.
The campaign gave no reasons why it doesn't seek older women or men, but some analysts suggest officials could believe young women are easier to control. One of the leaked documents shows the assembly lines are segregated and uses a derogatory term referring to the African workers.
The factory also draws workers from Alabuga Polytechnic, a nearby vocational boarding school for Russians age 16-18 and Central Asians age 18-22 that bills its graduates as experts in drone production. According to investigative outlets Protokol and Razvorot, some are as young as 15 and have complained of poor working conditions.
Surveillance, caustic chemicals -- and a Ukrainian attack
The foreign workers travel by bus from their living quarters to the factory, passing multiple security checkpoints after a license plate scan, while other vehicles are stopped for more stringent checks, according to the woman who assembles drones.
They share dormitories and kitchens that are "guarded around the clock," social media posts say. Entry is controlled via facial recognition, and recruits are watched on surveillance cameras. Pets, alcohol and drugs are not allowed.
The foreigners receive local SIM cards for their phones upon arrival but are forbidden from bringing them into the factory, which is considered a sensitive military site.
One woman said she could only talk to an AP reporter with her manager's permission, another said her "messages are monitored," a third said workers are told not to talk to outsiders about their work, and a fourth said managers encouraged them to inform on co-workers.
The airframe worker told AP the recruits are taught how to assemble the drones and coat them with a caustic substance with the consistency of yogurt.
Many workers lack protective gear, she said, adding that the chemicals made her face feel like it was being pricked with tiny needles, and "small holes" appeared on her cheeks, making them itch severely.
"My God, I could scratch myself! I could never get tired of scratching myself," she said.
"A lot of girls are suffering," she added. A video shared with AP showed another woman wearing an Alabuga uniform with her face similarly affected.
Although AP could not determine what the chemicals were, drone expert Fabian Hinz of the International Institute for Strategic Studies confirmed that caustic substances are used in their manufacture.
In addition to dangers from chemicals, the complex itself was hit by a Ukrainian drone in April, injuring at least 12 people. A video it posted on social media showed a Kenyan woman calling the attackers "barbarians" who "wanted to intimidate us."
"They did not succeed," she said.
Workers 'maltreated like donkeys'
Although one woman said she loved working at Alabuga because she was well-paid and enjoyed meeting new people and experiencing a different culture, most interviewed by AP disagreed about the size of the compensation and suggested that life there did not meet their expectations.
The program initially promised recruits $700 a month, but later social media posts put it at "over $500."
The airframe assembly worker said the cost of their accommodation, airfare, medical care and Russian-language classes were deducted from her salary, and she struggled to pay for basics like bus fare with the remainder.
The African women are "maltreated like donkeys, being slaved," she said, indicating banking sanctions on Russia made it difficult to send money home. But another factory worker said she was able to send up to $150 a month to her family.
Four of the women described long shifts of up to 12 hours, with haphazard days off. Still, two of these who said they worked in the kitchen added they were willing to tolerate the pay if they could support their families.
The wages apparently are affecting morale, according to plant documents, with managers urging that the foreign workers be replaced with Russian-speaking staff because "candidates are refusing the low salary."
Russian and Central Asian students at Alabuga Polytechnic are allowed visits home, social media posts suggest. Independent Russian media reported that these vocational students who want to quit the program have been told they must repay tuition costs.
AP contacted the Russian Foreign Ministry and the offices of Tatarstan Gov. Rustam Minnikhanov and Alabuga Special Economic Zone Director General Timur Shagivaleev for a response to the women's complaints but received no reply.
Human rights organizations contacted by AP said they were unaware of what was happening at the factory, although it sounded consistent with other actions by Russia. Human Rights Watch said Russia is actively recruiting foreigners from Africa and India to support its war in Ukraine by promising lucrative jobs without fully explaining the nature of the work.
Russia's actions "could potentially fulfill the criteria of trafficking if the recruitment is fraudulent and the purpose is exploitation," said Ravina Shamdasani, a spokesperson for the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights, noting that Moscow is a party to the  U.N. Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime.
The AP contacted governments of 22 countries whose citizens Alabuga said it had recruited for the program. Most didn't answer or said they would look into it.
Betty Amongi, Uganda's Minister for Gender, Labour and Social Development, told AP that her ministry raised concerns with its embassy in Moscow about the Alabuga recruiting effort, particularly over the age of the women, because "female migrant workers are the most vulnerable category."
The ministry said it wanted to ensure the women "do not end up in exploitative employment," and needed to know who would be responsible for the welfare of the Ugandan women while in Russia. Alabuga's Facebook page said 46 Ugandan women were at the complex, although Amongi had said there were none. 
How accurate are the drones?

Bolstered by the foreign recruits, Russia has vastly increased the number of drones it can fire at Ukraine.
Nearly 4,000 were launched at Ukraine from the start of the war in February 2022 through 2023, Albright's organization said. In the first seven months of this year, Russia launched nearly twice that.
Although the Alabuga plant's production target is ahead of schedule, there are questions about the quality of the drones and whether manufacturing problems due to the unskilled labor force are causing malfunctions. Some experts also point to Russia's switching to other materials from the original Iranian design as a sign of problems. 
An AP analysis of about 2,000 Shahed attacks documented by Ukraine's military since July 29 shows that about 95% of the drones hit no discernible target. Instead, they fall into Ukraine's rivers and fields, stray into NATO-member Latvia and come down in Russia or ally Belarus.
Before July, about 14% of Shaheds hit their targets in Ukraine, according to data analyzed by Albright's team.
The large failure rate could be due to Ukraine's improved air defenses, although Albright said it also could be because of the low-skilled workforce in which "poor craftsmanship is seeping in," he said.
Another factor could be because Russia is using a Shahed variant that doesn't carry a warhead of 50 kilograms (110 pounds) of explosives. Moscow could be launching these dummy drones to overwhelm air defenses and force Ukraine to waste ammunition, allowing other UAVs to hit targets.
Tourism, paintball games and a pitch on TikTok
The Alabuga Start recruiting drive relies on a robust social media campaign of slickly edited videos with upbeat music that show African women visiting Tatarstan's cultural sites or playing sports.
The videos show them working -- smiling while cleaning floors, wearing hard hats while directing cranes, and donning protective equipment to apply paint or chemicals. 
One video depicts the Polytechnic school students in team-building exercises such as paintball matches, even showing the losing side -- labeled as "fascists" -- digging trenches or being shot with the recreational weapons at close range.
"We are taught patriotism. This unites us. We are ready to repel any provocation," one student says.
The videos on Alabuga's social media pages don't mention the plant's role at the heart of Russian drone production, but the Special Economic Zone is more open with Russian media.
Konstantin Spiridonov, deputy director of a company that made drones for civilian use before the war, gave a video tour of an Alabuga assembly line in March to a Russian blogger. Pointing out young African women, he did not explicitly link the drones to the war but noted their production is now "very relevant" for Russia.
Alabuga Start's social media pages are filled with comments from Africans begging for work and saying they applied but have yet to receive an answer.
The program was promoted by education ministries in Uganda and Ethiopia, as well as in African media that portrays it as a way to make money and learn new skills.
Initially advertised as a work-study program, Alabuga Start in recent months is more direct about what it offers foreigners, insisting on newer posts that "is NOT an educational programme," although one of them still shows young women in plaid school uniforms.
When Sierra Leone Ambassador Mohamed Yongawo visited in May and met with five participants from his country, he appeared to believe it was a study program.
"It would be great if we had 30 students from Sierra Leone studying at Alabuga," he said afterward.
Last month, the Alabuga Start social media site said it was "excited to announce that our audience has grown significantly!"

That could be due to its hiring of influencers, including Bassie, a South African with almost 800,000 TikTok and Instagram followers. She did not respond to an AP request for comment.
The program, she said, was an easy way to make money, encouraging followers to share her post with job-seeking friends so they could contact Alabuga.
"Where they lack in labor," she said, "that's where you come in."
___
Associated Press writers Michael Biesecker in Washington and Jamey Keaten in Geneva contributed to this report.
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            Josef Federman, a regional news director for The Associated Press, on Monday explained how Israel is marking the the one-year anniversary of the Israel-Hamas war and what it means going forward.
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            Turkish security officials stand guard next to Turkish military ships preparing to evacuate citizens from Lebanon to Turkey in Beirut port, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            Turkish citizens stand in line waiting for their turn to board two Turkish military ships to evacuate them from Lebanon to Turkey, in Beirut port, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            FILE - Israeli soldiers work on tanks in a staging area in northern Israel near the Israel-Lebanon border, on Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner, File)
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            FILE - Lebanese soldiers secure the area at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburbs on Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein, File)
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            FILE - Israeli soldiers work on tanks and armoured personnel carriers (APC) in northern Israel, on Sept. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)
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            FILE - A Lebanese army soldier sits behind his weapon on the top of an armored personnel carrier at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburb, on Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein, File)
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            FILE - Lebanese soldiers secure the area near the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburb, on Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein, File)
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            FILE - Israeli soldiers work on tanks in a staging area in northern Israel near the Israel-Lebanon border, on Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner, File)
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            FILE - A Lebanese army soldier sits behind his weapon on the top of an armored personnel carrier at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburb, on Sept. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein, File)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Israel's ground invasion in Lebanon stretched into its second week, as the Hezbollah militant group fired hundreds of rockets deep into Israel -- with no end in sight to the escalating conflict.

More than 1,400 people have been killed in Lebanon -- mostly in airstrikes -- and over a million displaced since the fighting intensified in mid-September. At least 15 Israeli soldiers and two civilians have been killed since the ground operation began, and more than 60,000 people have been displaced from towns along the border for more than a year. 

Hezbollah began firing rockets into Israel on Oct. 8, 2023, a day after Hamas, the Palestinian militant group, attacked southern Israel, which sparked the war in Gaza. Israel and Hezbollah have exchanged fire almost every day since, coming close to a full-fledged war on several occasions but stepping back from the brink until this month.

Here's what to know about the current ground incursion in southern Lebanon:
What is the aim of Israeli military's ground invasion?



The Israeli military began what they called a "limited, localized and targeted ground raids" in southern Lebanon on Oct. 1. The same day, the military said that it had carried out dozens of secretive cross-border operations to destroy Hezbollah infrastructure over the past year. The aim, Israel says, is to allow its displaced residents to return home.

A military official said that thousands of Israeli troops are currently operating along the roughly 100-kilometer-long (62-mile) border, clearing the area just along the border to try to remove the launch pads where Hezbollah fires rocket-propelled grenades and anti-tank missiles into Israeli towns, as well as infrastructure they say would allow for an Oct. 7-style invasion of Israel.

The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the military's strategy, said the troops haven't ventured deep inside Lebanon so far, and have conducted operations from distances of a few hundred meters (yards) up to 2 to 3 kilometers (1.5 to 2 miles) into Lebanese territory.

The Israeli military has shared videos of what it says are underground tunnels chiseled into rock used by Hezbollah. The tunnels are used to store weapons and stage attacks. One tunnel stretched from Lebanon into Israeli territory, according to the military.

The goal is not to destroy Hezbollah, and the army is aware that this will not remove the threat of longer-range rockets and missiles, the official said.

Elijah Magnier, a Brussels-based military and counterterrorism analyst, said Israeli forces haven't seized any ground positions yet.

"They need to go in, harass, test and come out," Magnier said. In order to hold ground positions, Israel would need tanks to come in and take high critical ground overlooking territory, he said. He estimates it would require clearing some 10 kilometers of Hezbollah presence, which is still a long way off.

It is not clear how long the operation will last or how long Israel will maintain a presence in these towns. The official said the hope is that this can lead to a diplomatic arrangement pushing Hezbollah away from the border. But the plans could change. A previous Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 1982, initially intended to push back Palestinian militants, turned into an 18-year occupation. 
What is Hezbollah's strategy?



Hezbollah officials, including assassinated leader Hassan Nasrallah, have conceded that the Israeli military has the superior air force and intelligence. But Hezbollah has the advantage in direct confrontations on Lebanese turf. 

Hezbollah forces have better equipment and training compared to Hamas, which Israel has been battling for more than a year in Gaza. Hezbollah forces gained experience in wars in Syria and Iraq. Lebanon's terrain is also more rugged and challenging than the Palestinian enclave, which is mostly flat and sandy.

Hezbollah's strategy, led by its elite Radwan Forces, has been drawing in and ambushing incoming Israeli troops, detonating explosive devices or firing rockets at them, and firing artillery and rockets at Israeli border towns. Although Hezbollah has lost many of its top officials and commanders in recent weeks, militants have continued to fire rockets deeper into Israel, including heavy barrages on the city of Haifa.

Former Lebanese Army General Hassan Jouni said that he assessed Israel is still conducting reconnaissance ahead of its main attack, but that it had already suffered heavy losses in the smaller operations. Jouni said Hezbollah had dug many tunnels in the south and were well equipped with weapons caches and ammunition.

"The land always works in the favor of those who own it," he said.
How does this compare to the 2006 war between Israel and Hezbollah?



Israel and Hezbollah last went to war in 2006, a 34-day conflict that ended with the United Nations Resolution 1701, which was supposed to push Hezbollah further north and keep the border region exclusively under the control of the Lebanese army and UN peacekeepers.

Israeli leaders say they want Lebanon to implement the resolution. Hezbollah says Israel hasn't held up its part of the treaty and will stop firing rockets when there is a ceasefire in the Gaza Strip. 

Israel's searing air campaign in southern Lebanon and Beirut in recent weeks is similar to the 2006 war, though this time, better intelligence has enabled Israel to kill several of Hezbollah's top leadership.

"The Air Force is better and is using all kinds of methods to penetrate deeper into the ground, like dropping bomb after bomb after bomb," said Yoel Guzansky, a senior researcher at the Institute for National Security Studies in Tel Aviv. Israel killed Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah in September by dropping more than 80 bombs on an apartment complex built over an underground compound in quick succession.

In the 2006 war, Israel sent ground troops into Lebanon after 10 days of airstrikes before withdrawing them about four weeks later. Troops attempted to reach the Litani River, about 30 kilometers (18.5 miles) north of the border, but suffered heavy losses before a ceasefire ended the operation and the war.
Could there be a diplomatic solution?



Hezbollah's acting leader signaled Tuesday that the group is open to a cease-fire. Guzansky believes Israeli troops will stay on the ground in southern Lebanon until there is an internationally enforced diplomatic solution that's stronger than the current UN peacekeeping force. If Israeli troops retreat, he said, they risk the same situation as 2006, where Hezbollah simply rearmed and resumed operations. 

But former Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, who was Israel's leader during the 2006 war, said that war served as a lesson that immediate diplomacy, rather than military force, is the only way to keep the border quiet.

"Why not try and make a deal now rather than to fight for half a year?" he asked in an interview with The Associated Press. "You lose how many soldiers, kill how many innocent people? And then in the end we'll make a deal which may have been made in advance."

___

This article has been corrected to reflect that Israeli troops did not reach the Litani River during the 2006 war.

__


Chehayeb reported from Beirut. Associated Press writers Sarah El-Deeb and Abby Sewell in Beirut and Josef Federman and Julia Frankel in Jerusalem contributed to this report.
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            A tornado watch has been issued for more than 20 Florida counties ahead of Hurricane Milton. More than 12 million people in the state faced threat of tornadoes along with hail and wind, according to the National Weather Service.
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            Multiple powerful tornadoes ripped across Florida hours before Hurricane Milton made landfall Wednesday, tearing off roofs, overturning vehicles and sucking debris into the air as the black V-shaped columns moved through.
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            An apparent tornado caused by Hurricane Milton, tore the awning off a 7-Eleven convenient store, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Cape Coral, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            An apparent tornado caused by Hurricane Milton, tore the awning off a 7-Eleven convenient store, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Cape Coral, Fla.(AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            An apparent tornado caused by Hurricane Milton tossed an ice machine into the parking lot of a 7-Eleven convenient store, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Cape Coral, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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    Stay up to date: Follow AP's live coverage of Hurricane Milton and the 2024 hurricane season.


    


Multiple powerful tornadoes ripped across Florida hours before Hurricane Milton made landfall Wednesday, tearing off roofs, overturning vehicles and sucking debris into the air as the black V-shaped columns moved through.
Deaths were reported in St. Lucie County on Florida's Atlantic Coast, but local authorities did not specify how many residents had been killed.
By Wednesday evening, more than 130 tornado warnings associated with Milton had been issued by National Weather Services offices in Florida.
The appearance of tornadoes before and during hurricanes isn't unusual, scientists say, but the twisters' ferocity was. 
"It's definitely out of the ordinary," said Northern Illinois University meteorology professor Victor Gensini. "Hurricanes do produce tornadoes, but they're usually weak. What we saw today was much closer to what we see in the Great Plains in the spring." 

    


Tornadoes spawned by hurricanes and tropical storms most often occur in the right-front quadrant of the storm, but sometimes they can also take place near the storm's eyewall, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The heat and humidity present in the atmosphere during such storms and changes in wind direction or speed with height, known as wind shear, contribute to their likelihood.




"There's an incredible amount of swirling going on," Gensini said of the conditions that allowed for the twisters to grow. "Those tornadoes were just in a very favorable environment." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The warming of the oceans by climate change is making hurricanes more intense, but Gensini said he did not know of any connection between human-caused warming and the deadly tornadoes that Floridians experienced with Milton.
Approximately 12.6 million people in the state were facing potential exposure under a National Weather Service tornado advisory in place until Wednesday night.

    


Videos posted to Reddit and other social media sites showed large funnel clouds over neighborhoods in Palm Beach County and elsewhere in the state.
Luke Culver, a meteorologist with the National Weather Service in Miami, said he wasn't sure whether Milton had spawned a record number of tornados, but he pointed out that only 64 Florida tornado warnings were associated with Hurricane Ian, which hit the Tampa Bay area as a massive storm in 2022.
Florida has more tornadoes per square mile than any other state. But they're usually not as severe as those in Midwest and Plains. However, a big outburst of powerful twisters killed 42 people and injured over 260 in Central Florida in the space of a few hours in February 1998.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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            Palestinian officials said Israel's bombardment of central and northern Gaza killed at least 18 people including five children and two women. The latest strikes came as the Gaza Health Ministry said the Palestinian death toll in Gaza has passed 42,000. (AP Video: Abed Al Kareem Hana and Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Turkey has deployed two navy ships to evacuate its citizens from Lebanon amid rising tensions in the region. According to a statement from the Turkish Foreign Ministry, the ships, which can accommodate up to 2,000 passengers, will start evacuations Wednesday. (AP Video shot by Mehmet Guzel; AP Production: Ayse Wieting)
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            Rescue workers search for victims on a hotel-turned-shelter for displaced people hit by an Israeli airstrike, in Wardaniyeh, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Mourners attend the funeral of Palestinians killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip outside the hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Mourners gather around bodies of Palestinians killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, outside the hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Mourners pray over the body of a Palestinian child, Hosam Al Khaldi, killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip outside the hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A destroyed hotel-turned-shelter for displaced people hit by an Israeli airstrike is seen through a broken window, in Wardaniyeh, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Rescue workers dig as they search for victims on a destroyed hotel-turned-shelter for displaced people hit by an Israeli airstrike, in Wardaniyeh, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 13 | 
            Members of the Israeli forces watch the Iron Dome air defense system firing to intercept rockets that were launched from Lebanon, in northern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Turkish citizens carry their belongings, as they arrive at a gathering point to board a Turkish navy vessel to be evacuated to Turkey, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A Turkish citizen hugs her cats as she waits at a gathering point to board a Turkish navy vessel before being evacuated to Turkey, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A Turkish citizen sits next of her belongings, as she waits to board a Turkish navy vessel to be evacuated to Turkey at a gathering point, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Members of Doctors Without Borders treat a displaced man fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in Dahiyeh, in an empty building complex, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Mourners attend the funeral of Palestinians killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip outside the hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Members of the Israeli forces watch the Iron Dome air defense system firing to intercept rockets that were launched from Lebanon, in northern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            A Turkish citizen sits next of her belongings, as she waits to board a Turkish navy vessel to be evacuated to Turkey at a gathering point, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                        Israel's bombardment of central and northern Gaza has killed dozens of people and trapped thousands in their homes, Palestinian officials said Wednesday, as the death toll in the yearlong war passed 42,000.
Gaza's Health Ministry said it recovered 40 bodies from Jabaliya from Sunday until Tuesday, and another 14 from communities farther north. The toll is likely higher as there are bodies buried under the rubble and in areas that can't be accessed, it said.
Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, the military spokesperson, said that Israeli forces were operating in Jabaliya to prevent Hamas from regrouping and had killed about 100 militants, without providing evidence. Israel says it only targets militants and blames civilian deaths on Hamas because it fights in residential areas.
A year ago, Hamas-led militants blew holes in Israel's security fence and stormed into army bases and farming communities, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting another 250. They are still holding about 100 captives inside Gaza, a third of whom are believed to be dead.

    


Israel is now at war with Hamas in Gaza and its ally Hezbollah in Lebanon, which began firing rockets at Israel on Oct. 8, 2023.




___
Here is the latest:
Turkey evacuates citizens from Lebanon
Over 2,000 Turkish citizens and some foreign nationals started boarding a Turkish military ship late Wednesday that brought in aid and will take them out of a country being hit by Israeli airstrikes targeting Hezbollah.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's part of a six-ship convoy including escorts that set sail from the southern Turkish port of Mersin early Wednesday, transporting 300 tons of humanitarian supplies, including food, hygiene kits, kitchenware, tents, beds and blankets.
Besides the Turkish citizens, people from Bulgaria, Romania and Kazakhstan were among those who applied to evacuate on the ships. Officials did not provide numbers.
Turkey's government plans to organize more sea evacuations if necessary and is contemplating charter flights to repatriate citizens.

    


Read more here.
Top UN official in Lebanon says ceasefire is still on the table
UNITED NATIONS - The top U.N. official in Lebanon repeated her call for an immediate cease-fire, saying the 21-day cease-fire proposal launched by the U.S. and France is still on the table "and very relevant."
Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert said Wednesday that a halt to fighting is the only way to ease "the colossal human suffering that is happening right now," address Lebanon's "humanitarian crisis of catastrophic proportions" and provide a window "for diplomatic efforts to take hold and succeed."
The U.N. special coordinator for Lebanon expressed hope during a video press conference from Beirut "that Israel will now, or soon, be ready to add its support to the many calls and appeals out there for a cease-fire or a pause."
"I'm not saying that it's going to be an easy ride or walk in a park," she said. "It will be difficult, but I am convinced that it's doable, and it's in the interest of Lebanon, in the interest of Israel to find sustainable solutions."
Hennis-Plasschaert said there must also be a realistic roadmap to implement the 2006 U.N. Security Council resolution that ended the Israeli-Hezbollah war. Its key provisions include disarming all armed groups including Hezbollah and deploying the Lebanese army throughout the country's south, which borders Israel and is mainly controlled by the militant group.

    


"At the end of the day, it is the lack or non-implementation of resolution 1701 over the past 18 years that led to today's harsh reality," Hennis-Plasschaert said.
Israeli move to ban UN agency could derail aid to Palestinians, official warns
UNITED NATIONS -- The head of the U.N. agency helping Palestinian refugees is warning that if pending Israeli legislation is adopted, all humanitarian operations in Gaza and the West Bank may "disintegrate," leaving hundreds of thousands of Palestinians in dire need as conflict rages.
An Israeli parliamentary committee approved a pair of bills Monday that would ban the agency, known as UNRWA, from operating in Israeli territory and end all contact between the government and UNRWA. The bill needs final approval from the Knesset, Israel's parliament.

    


UNRWA Commissioner-General Philippe Lazzarini told the U.N. Security Council on Wednesday that senior Israeli officials are bent on destroying the agency.
He urged the U.N.'s most powerful body to shield UNRWA "from efforts to end its mandate arbitrarily and prematurely in the absence of a long-promised political solution," saying the legislation violates Israel's obligations under the U.N. Charter and international law.
Lazzarini stressed that operationally the entire humanitarian response in Gaza rests on UNRWA's infrastructure -- and it "may disintegrate" if the legislation is adopted.
He also warned that the halt to coordination with Israel would further disrupt the provision of shelter, food and health care to Palestinians as winter approaches, more than 650,000 children would lose any hope of resuming their education "and an entire generation would be sacrificed."

    


Airstrike kills 5 Lebanese Civil Defense paramedics, officials say
BEIRUT -- An Israeli airstrike hit a Lebanese Civil Defense center in the town of Dardghaya in southern Lebanon, killing five paramedics stationed there Wednesday, civil defense spokesperson Elie Khairallah told The Associated Press.
The Lebanese Health Ministry also confirmed the news in a statement, saying Israel has "renewed its targeting of rescue and ambulance crews tonight, disregarding international laws, norms and humanitarian conventions."
There was no immediate statement from the Israeli military.
Among the victims was Abdullah Al-Moussawi, head of the Tyre regional civil defense center, Khairallah said. The health ministry said teams continued to search for survivors in the rubble.
Before Wednesday's strike, six civil defense members had been killed since last October, Khairallah said.
As of last Thursday, the health ministry reported that more than 100 paramedics had been killed by Israeli airstrikes since last October and 225 wounded, with significant damage to emergency infrastructure, including 128 ambulances and fire trucks destroyed, as well as damage to nine hospitals and 45 medical centers.
Just last week, Al-Moussawi, spoke with the Associated Press, saying the Israeli airstrikes had made his team increasingly nervous, but that they were hopeful that the international protection guaranteed to medics would extend to them as well.
"We put international protection (tag) on our vehicles along with the (national) Civil Defense flag and we wear the yellow vests," he said.
Video shows what appears to be Israeli soldiers raising flag in Lebanon
TEL AVIV, Israel -- Video verified by The Associated Press shows what appears to be a group of Israeli soldiers raising an Israeli flag in a village in southern Lebanon.
In the video, which appears to have been filmed in Maroun A-Ras, three soldiers are seen hoisting a flag atop a pile of debris. A soldier off camera speaks in Hebrew and refers to the nearby Israeli village of Avivim. It was not clear when the video was recorded.
Israeli troops have been operating in Maroun a-Ras, where they have taken up positions inside a public garden on the edge of the village.
The video follows other similar acts that took place throughout Israel's ground offensive in Gaza.
The Israeli military had no immediate comment.
Israeli strike on Iran would be 'lethal,' defense minister says
JERUSALEM -- Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said Wednesday that an Israeli strike on Iran in response to its recent missile attack would be "lethal" and "surprising."
"Our attack will be lethal, precise and above all surprising. They will not understand what happened and how it happened," Gallant said during a speech to Israeli troops.
Iran fired dozens of missiles at Israel last week in an escalation of the conflict between the two countries.
Israel has vowed to respond to the missile attack but has not outlined what this retaliation would entail.
The ballistic missile attack came weeks after Israel's military intensified its airstrikes across Lebanon wiping out the majority of Hezbollah's high ranking commanders including its leader, Hassan Nasrallah. In July, a strike in Tehran assassinated Hamas' political leader, Ismael Haniyeh, and Iran blamed Israel. Israel has not confirmed or denied it was behind his killing.
Iran is the main sponsor of the Lebanese militant group and Hamas in Gaza.
Third Brazilian repatriation flight leaves Beirut
RIO DE JANEIRO -- Brazil's third repatriation plane left Beirut for Brazil on Wednesday, carrying 218 passengers including 11 infants, as well as five pets, according to a statement from Brazil's foreign ministry. The flight is set to land in Sao Paulo on Thursday morning local time after a stop to refuel in Lisbon.
The Brazilian government has evacuated 674 people and 11 pets from Lebanon in five days, the foreign ministry said.
The aircraft also delivered Brazil's second donation of health supplies to Lebanon.
About 21,000 Brazilians live in Lebanon, which is home to the largest community of Brazilians in the Middle East. Two Brazilian adolescents have been killed by Israeli bombardments in Lebanon.
Biden and Netanyahu have first phone conversation in weeks
WASHINGTON -- President Joe Biden and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Wednesday held their first call in seven weeks, a conversation that comes as Israel expands its ground incursion into Lebanon and considers how to respond to Iran's recent ballistic missile attack.
Vice President Kamala Harris joined the call, according to the White House.
Meanwhile, Netanyahu's office confirmed that the prime minister had recently spoken with former President Donald Trump. 
The Republican, who is the midst of a close White House race against Harris, called Netanyahu last week and "congratulated him on the intense and determined operations that Israel carried out against Hezbollah," according to Netanyahu's office.
22 killed and 80 wounded in past 24 hours, Lebanon's health ministry says
BEIRUT -- Lebanon's crisis response unit announced Wednesday that 22 people were killed and 80 wounded in the past 24 hours, raising the total toll over the past year of conflict between Israel and Hezbollah to 2,141 killed and 10,099 wounded, according to Lebanese Health Ministry.
The report also recorded 70 airstrikes and incidents of shelling in the past day, mostly concentrated in southern Lebanon, the southern suburbs of Beirut and the Bekaa Valley.
Some 1,000 centers -- including educational complexes, vocational institutes, universities and other institutions -- are sheltering 185,400 people displaced by the Israeli offensive in Lebanon, the report said. Half of those displaced are housed in facilities concentrated in Beirut and Mount Lebanon.
Among these shelters, 807 have reached full capacity. Overall, the total number of displaced individuals in Lebanon stands at 1.2 million.
Additionally, 15,000 displaced individuals have received medical treatment and medication.
Despite a major border crossing between Lebanon and Syria being out of commission after an Israeli strike hit the road last week, crowds have continued to flow across the border seeking relative safety in Syria. Between Sept. 23 and Wednesday, Lebanese General Security recorded 311,034 Syrian citizens and 108,672 Lebanese citizens crossing into Syria, the report said.
Palestinian militants killed by Israeli forces in West Bank, officials say
JERUSALEM -- The Palestinian Health Ministry said four Palestinians were killed by Israeli forces in the northern West Bank city of Nablus on Wednesday. A militant group later said the slain men were its fighters.
Commenting on the incident, the Israeli police said its forces killed five militants, including a local commander in Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigade, an armed offshoot of Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas' Fatah party. The Associated Press was not immediately able to reconcile the conflicting death tolls.
The military said the slain men were planning attacks against Israeli troops and civilians.
Violence has surged in the West Bank since the Israel-Hamas war erupted 12 months ago. Over that time, more than 740 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli fire in the West Bank according to the Palestinian Health Ministry. Nablus and other northern cities have seen some of the territory's worst violence. 
Palestinian journalist killed and another wounded in a Gaza airstrike
JERUSALEM -- A Palestinian journalist was killed and at least one other injured in an Israeli airstrike in northern Gaza on Wednesday, Palestinian health authorities said.
Mohammed Tanani, a cameraman working with the Hamas-affiliated Al-Aqsa TV station, was killed in a blast at Abu Shrekh roundabout in the Jabaliya area, the Palestinian Red Crescent and Hamas-affiliated outlet said.
Another Palestinian reporter from the TV station was wounded, the network said.
The Committee to Protect Journalists, a media freedom organization, say 128 journalists have been killed since the Israel-Hamas war erupted last October. They include 123 Palestinian, two Israeli and three Lebanese media workers. 
2 killed in a rocket attack on northern Israel

TEL AVIV, Israel -- Israeli first responders say a man and a woman were killed by a rocket fired from Lebanon.
The Magen David Adom rescue service said the two were killed Wednesday when a rocket struck the northern town of Kiryat Shmona.
Lebanon's Hezbollah militant group has fired hundreds of rockets into Israel in recent days as Israel has ramped up its airstrikes in Lebanon and pushed ahead with a ground incursion.
Most of the rockets have been intercepted or landed in open areas, but the barrages have grown more intense and have reached deeper into Israel, disrupting daily life.
Hezbollah began firing rockets, missiles and drones into Israel after Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023 attack from Gaza into Israel ignited the war. Hezbollah and Hamas are both allied with Iran, and Hezbollah said the attacks were in support of the Palestinians.
Israel retaliated with airstrikes, and the conflict escalated into a full-blown war last month.
At least 4 killed in an Israeli strike in southern Lebanon
BEIRUT -- The Lebanese Health Ministry said at least four people were killed in an Israeli strike on a hotel-turned-shelter for displaced people in southern Lebanon.
Ten others were wounded in the strike that hit the building in Wardaniyeh in Lebanon's Chouf province. 
An Associated Press reporter in a nearby town heard two sonic booms and an explosion from Israeli jets before the strike, followed by plumes of black and white smoke rising from the building.
At least 6 people stabbed and wounded in an attack in northern Israel
TEL AVIV, Israel -- At least six people were stabbed and wounded in northern Israel in what police say was a militant attack.
Police said the assailant stabbed people in multiple locations in the northern city of Hadera on Wednesday before fleeing on a motorbike. Police said they shot and "neutralized" the attacker, later clarifying that he was arrested. They did not provide the name or nationality of the assailant.
Five of the people who were attacked were in critical or severe condition, while the sixth was moderately wounded, according to the nearby Hillel Yaffe Medical Center.
Palestinians have carried out scores of stabbing, shooting and car-ramming attacks against Israelis in recent years, and tensions have spiked over the war in Gaza.
Philippine president orders preparations for evacuation from Lebanon 
MANILA, Philippines -- Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. ordered government agencies Wednesday to prepare to evacuate Filipinos "by whatever means" from Lebanon.
Marcos held a virtual meeting with key Cabinet members while attending a summit of Southeast Asia leaders in Laos, underscoring the urgency as Israel intensified attacks against the militant group Hezbollah.
"We are now going to evacuate our people by whatever means -- by air, or by sea," Marcos said, adding that any ship to be used has to be positioned near Beirut so Filipinos could immediately leave.
About 11,000 Filipinos live and work in Lebanon, including many house helpers, but Philippine Foreign Affairs officials say many are hesitant to leave their jobs. Only about 171 Filipinos in Lebanon were ready for immediate repatriation, they said.
Turkish navy ships bring humanitarian aid to Beirut and evacuate citizens
BEIRUT -- Turkish navy ships docked at a port in Beirut on Wednesday as a part of a mission to bring humanitarian aid to Lebanon and evacuate Turkish citizens.
Two of the ships, which can accommodate up to 2,000 passengers, were carrying up to 300 tons of humanitarian aid consisting of food, tents and blankets, according to a statement from the Turkish Defense Ministry.
Rear Adm. Nihat Baran, commander of the evacuation mission, said the trip was ordered by President Recep Tayyip Erdogan "to ensure that our citizens living in Lebanon are transferred to Turkey safely." 
Citizens of Bulgaria, Romania and Kazakhstan also applied for the evacuation, the ministry said.
The two ships are part of a larger six-vessel convoy that departed the southern port of Mersin early Wednesday. The Turkish Foreign Ministry said additional evacuations would be organized if necessary.
Gaza death toll passes 42,000
Gaza's Health Ministry says the Palestinian death toll from the war in Gaza has passed 42,000. 
The ministry does not differentiate between fighters and civilians in its count, but has said women and children make up more than half of those killed. 
It said Wednesday that 42,010 Palestinians have been killed and 97,720 wounded since the start of the war, which was ignited by Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023 attack into Israel. 
German police close pro-Palestinian protest camp Greta Thunberg planned to visit
BERLIN -- German police say they dissolved a pro-Palestinian protest camp in the western city of Dortmund after organizers told them that Swedish activist Greta Thunberg was planning to visit the camp.
Dortmund police said late Tuesday the decision was made, among other reasons, because Thunberg's appearance would probably have drawn more people to the protest camp than originally permitted.
The dismantling of the camp, which had been in existence for months, was accepted without resistance, police said. Seven protesters were present at the camp on Tuesday, but Thunberg did not appear, German news agency dpa reported.
On Monday, Thunberg participated in a pro-Palestinian protest in Berlin.
18 dead after Israeli strikes in Gaza
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- Palestinian officials say Israeli strikes in central and northern Gaza killed at least 18 people, including five children and two women.
Two strikes hit tents for displaced people in the urban Nuseirat and Bureij refugee camps in central Gaza early Wednesday. The bodies of nine people, including three children, were brought to the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in the nearby town of Deir al-Balah. An Associated Press journalist saw the bodies at the morgue.
In northern Gaza, an Israeli strike hit a family home in the Jabaliya refugee camp, killing at least nine people, according to the Civil Defense, a rescue agency operating under the Hamas-run government. The dead were taken to the Al-Ahly Hospital, which said two women and two children were among those killed.
Footage shared by the Civil Defense showed first responders recovering dead bodies and body parts from under the rubble.

Israel launched an air and ground operation earlier this week in Jabaliya, a densely populated urban refugee camp dating back to the 1948 war surrounding Israel's creation. Israel has carried out several previous operations in Jabaliya, and its forces have repeatedly returned to other areas of Gaza after militants have regrouped.
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            New York Mets' Francisco Lindor (12) follows through on a grand slam home run against the Philadelphia Phillies during the sixth inning of Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            New York Mets' Francisco Lindor (12) connects for a grand slam home run against the Philadelphia Phillies during the sixth inning of Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            The New York Mets celebrate after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            4 of 28 | 
            New York Mets pitcher Edwin Diaz (39) reacts after striking out the Philadelphia Phillies to end Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            5 of 28 | 
            New York Mets first baseman Pete Alonso celebrates after the Mets defeated the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            The New York Mets celebrate in the locker room after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            7 of 28 | 
            The New York Mets pose for a group photo on the field after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            The Philadelphia Phillies watch play against the New York Mets in the ninth inning of Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            The New York Mets celebrate in the locker room after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            The New York Mets celebrate in the locker room after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            New York Mets' Pete Alonso celebrates in the locker room after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            The New York Mets celebrate after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            13 of 28 | 
            New York Mets second baseman Jose Iglesias celebrates on the field after the Mets beat the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            New York Mets shortstop Francisco Lindor (12) celebrates after the Mets beat the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            New York Mets shortstop Francisco Lindor (12) celebrates after the Mets beat the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            The New York Mets celebrate after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            The New York Mets celebrate after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            The New York Mets celebrate after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            New York Mets pitcher Edwin Diaz (39) reacts after striking out the Philadelphia Phillies to end Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            The New York Mets celebrate after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            The New York Mets celebrate after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            RETRANSMISSION TO CORRECT ID - Philadelphia Phillies reliever Carlos Estevez walks off the field at the end of the sixth inning after giving up a grand slam home run to the New York Mets during Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            Philadelphia Phillies manager Rob Thomson walks off the field after a pitching change during the sixth inning of Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series against the New York Mets, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            Philadelphia Phillies pitcher Jeff Hoffman walks off the field after walking the bases loaded against the New York Mets during the sixth inning of Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            New York Mets' Francisco Lindor (12) follows through on a grand slam home run against the Philadelphia Phillies during the sixth inning of Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            26 of 28 | 
            New York Mets' Francisco Lindor (12) rounds the bases after hitting a grand slam home run against the Philadelphia Phillies during the sixth inning of Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            New York Mets shortstop Francisco Lindor (12) rounds the bases after hitting a grand slam home run against the Philadelphia Phillies during the sixth inning of Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            New York Mets' Francisco Lindor (12) hugs Starling Marte (6) after hitting a grand slam home run against the Philadelphia Phillies during the sixth inning of Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            New York Mets' Francisco Lindor (12) connects for a grand slam home run against the Philadelphia Phillies during the sixth inning of Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            The New York Mets celebrate after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            New York Mets pitcher Edwin Diaz (39) reacts after striking out the Philadelphia Phillies to end Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            New York Mets first baseman Pete Alonso celebrates after the Mets defeated the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            The New York Mets celebrate in the locker room after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            The New York Mets pose for a group photo on the field after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            The Philadelphia Phillies watch play against the New York Mets in the ninth inning of Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            The New York Mets celebrate in the locker room after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            The New York Mets celebrate in the locker room after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            New York Mets' Pete Alonso celebrates in the locker room after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            The New York Mets celebrate after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            New York Mets second baseman Jose Iglesias celebrates on the field after the Mets beat the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            New York Mets shortstop Francisco Lindor (12) celebrates after the Mets beat the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            New York Mets shortstop Francisco Lindor (12) celebrates after the Mets beat the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 28

                                    
                                    New York Mets shortstop Francisco Lindor (12) celebrates after the Mets beat the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            The New York Mets celebrate after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            The New York Mets celebrate after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            The New York Mets celebrate after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            New York Mets pitcher Edwin Diaz (39) reacts after striking out the Philadelphia Phillies to end Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            The New York Mets celebrate after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            The New York Mets celebrate after defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            RETRANSMISSION TO CORRECT ID - Philadelphia Phillies reliever Carlos Estevez walks off the field at the end of the sixth inning after giving up a grand slam home run to the New York Mets during Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            Philadelphia Phillies manager Rob Thomson walks off the field after a pitching change during the sixth inning of Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series against the New York Mets, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            Philadelphia Phillies pitcher Jeff Hoffman walks off the field after walking the bases loaded against the New York Mets during the sixth inning of Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            New York Mets' Francisco Lindor (12) follows through on a grand slam home run against the Philadelphia Phillies during the sixth inning of Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            New York Mets' Francisco Lindor (12) rounds the bases after hitting a grand slam home run against the Philadelphia Phillies during the sixth inning of Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            New York Mets shortstop Francisco Lindor (12) rounds the bases after hitting a grand slam home run against the Philadelphia Phillies during the sixth inning of Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            New York Mets' Francisco Lindor (12) hugs Starling Marte (6) after hitting a grand slam home run against the Philadelphia Phillies during the sixth inning of Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Francisco Lindor hit a grand slam in the sixth inning, his latest clutch swing in a storybook season full of them, and the New York Mets reached the National League Championship Series with a 4-1 victory over the Philadelphia Phillies on Wednesday.
Edwin Diaz struck out Kyle Schwarber with two runners aboard to end it as New York finished off the rival Phillies in Game 4 of their best-of-five Division Series, winning 3-1 to wrap up a postseason series at home for the first time in 24 years.
"I want to win it all. And ours will be a team that will forever be remembered," Lindor said, speaking in the interview room with one of his young daughters on his lap drinking from a Gatorade bottle. 
"This will be a team that comes every 10 years and eats for free everywhere they go. And I want to do that. I want to do that. But the job is not done." 

    


With tears in his eyes, outfielder Brandon Nimmo embraced Lindor as the Mets poured onto the field in excitement following the final out. 
Then, in a raucous locker room, they enjoyed the team's first champagne-soaked clinching celebration in Citi Field's 16-season history. The last time the Mets won a playoff series in their own ballpark was the 2000 NLCS at Shea Stadium.




"This is the kind of stuff that I was dreaming about," Nimmo said in a clubhouse interview shown on the giant videoboard in center. "This has been a long time coming. We wanted it so bad for our fan base."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After a third bubbly clinching bash in 10 days and then some rest, New York opens the best-of-seven NLCS on Sunday at the San Diego Padres or Los Angeles Dodgers. Those teams are tied 2-all heading into the decisive Game 5 of their NLDS on Friday in Los Angeles.
"Let's keep this thing rolling!" Mets slugger Pete Alonso told reveling fans still in the stands when he popped out of the clubhouse party for an on-field interview with large goggles protecting his eyes. "So proud of this group. We've overcome so much." 

    


New York is chasing its third World Series title and first since 1986.
"I want to slay the negative Met fan perceptions, and we're on our way to doing that," owner Steve Cohen said.
For the NL East champion Phillies, who won 95 games and finished six ahead of the wild-card Mets during the regular season, it was a bitter exit early in the playoffs and a disappointing step backward after they advanced to the 2022 World Series and then lost Games 6 and 7 of the 2023 NLCS at home to Arizona.
After falling short in October again, Bryce Harper and the Phillies are still looking for the franchise's third championship. 
"We have a really great group. We got beat in a short series," manager Rob Thomson said. 
Perhaps overanxious at the plate with so much on the table, the Mets left the bases loaded in the first and second against Ranger Suarez and stranded eight runners overall through the first five innings.
They put three runners on again in the sixth, this time with nobody out, before No. 9 batter Francisco Alvarez grounded into a force at the plate against All-Star reliever Jeff Hoffman, who had warmed up three times before coming in.

    


With the season on the line, Thomson then summoned closer Carlos Estevez to face Lindor, who drove a 2-1 fastball clocked at 99 mph into Philadelphia's bullpen in right-center, giving New York a 4-1 lead and sending the sold-out crowd of 44,103 into a delirious, bouncing, throbbing frenzy.
"I knew it right away," Estevez said. "I knew I wanted to go a little bit higher on the pitch. Unfortunately, it was more like middle-away instead of up and away, and as soon as he hit it, I knew he hit it really well."
With his first homer of these playoffs, Lindor joined Shane Victorino and Hall of Fame slugger Jim Thome as the only major leaguers with two postseason grand slams. The star shortstop also connected for Cleveland at Yankee Stadium in Game 2 of a 2017 AL Division Series.
Edgardo Alfonzo hit the only other postseason slam in Mets history, during a 1999 Division Series at Arizona. Robin Ventura's grand slam-single in the NLCS that year doesn't count.

    


"Got runners on and we couldn't come up with a big hit until finally, who else? The MVP. I keep saying you could write a book. You could make a movie, because this is it right here," Mets rookie manager Carlos Mendoza said.
"And then the whole time the inning is unfolding, Lindor is going to do it again. There's no panic. The way he controls the emotions and he hits that ball. It's unbelievable."
Fans chanted "MVP! MVP!" as Lindor disappeared into the dugout and again when he took his position on defense in the seventh.
Game 3 on Tuesday was Lindor's first opportunity to play at Citi Field since Sept. 8, after he missed time down the stretch with a back injury.
But few players, if any, have been as valuable to their team this year as Lindor, who has provided a remarkable string of big hits and crucial contributions as the Mets rallied from a 24-35 start to their first NLCS since losing the 2015 World Series to Kansas City.

    


His tying homer in the ninth inning Sept. 11 at Toronto broke up Bowden Francis' no-hit bid and sparked a critical Mets victory, and his go-ahead homer in the ninth on Sept. 30 in Atlanta clinched a playoff berth.
"It just gets better and better," Cohen said. "In that situation, he just comes through over and over again." 
Lindor also fought back from a 1-2 count to draw an eight-pitch walk leading off the ninth against All-Star closer Devin Williams last week in Milwaukee, helping to set up Alonso's go-ahead homer that saved New York's season in the Wild Card Series clincher. 
"It's been an uphill fight. It's been tough. But we're still not where we want to be," Lindor said. "This road, it's been, yeah, it's been curvy -- but I wouldn't want it any other way."
Mets starter Jose Quintana didn't allow an earned run in five-plus innings of two-hit ball, and David Peterson pitched 2 1/3 scoreless innings for the win.
Diaz walked his first two batters in the ninth, prompting groans in the stands, but retired the next three -- two on strikeouts - for the first postseason save of his career.

Shut down at the plate all series besides a late comeback to win Game 2 at home, the Phillies scored their only run on an error by third baseman Mark Vientos in the fourth.
Hoffman took his second loss, the latest flop by a Philadelphia bullpen that failed to deliver throughout the series.
"Some of it's execution, maybe some of it's being familiar with our guys," Thomson said. "I don't know. It should work both ways, though."
UP NEXT
New York went 5-2 against the Padres this season and 2-4 versus the Dodgers.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB
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            Patients at Bamako's Point G psychiatric ward act out scenes at the psychiatric ward of the Point G hospital in Bamako, Mali, Friday, Sept. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Moustapha Diallo)
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            Mamadou Diarra, right, dances with other patients at Bamako's Point G hospital psychiatric ward in the hospital's courtyard in Bamako, Mali, Friday, Sept. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Moustapha Diallo)
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                                        BAMAKO, Mali (AP) -- In the courtyard of a psychiatric ward in Mali's capital, a small group of patients acts out scenes of a village dispute to the beat of a djembe, a traditional West African drum.
One patient, Mamadou Diarra, cries out to another in the Bambara language, mocking: "You don't know anything! Just nonsense!"
But both break into smiles, and Diarra dances as he continues launching insults at his fellow performer.
The group is taking part in koteba, a traditional form of theater practiced by Mali's largest ethnic group, the Bambara. It mixes acting, singing and dancing and is usually performed in villages as an outlet to work through problems and an open space for satire.
But here at Point G, one of the largest hospitals in Bamako, koteba is also a way of offering support and a sense of community to people receiving psychiatric care.

    


Mali has fewer than 50 mental health professionals for a population of more than 20 million, according to a 2022 report by the World Health Organization. People with mental illnesses are often left without treatment and excluded from society.
Though the use of koteba as therapy hasn't been formally studied, Souleymane Coulibaly, a clinical psychologist at the Point G hospital, said the traditional form of theater is uniquely positioned to help people in the psychiatric ward work through their problems.




"Patients who attend koteba leave the hospital more quickly than those who refuse to attend the theater session," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In the courtyard, Diarra was the star, and other patients gathered as he spoke.
"I've never done any kind of theater before. I've never danced. But once I started, God gave me the knowledge of these things," he said.
Adama Bagayoko, 67, the director of the visiting theater troupe, said the weekly performances at Point G are a rare space where patients feel heard and respected.

    


"We talk to each other, we dance together, we laugh together," Bagayoko said. "To touch someone shows that we are equal, to listen to them shows that they are important, and what they say is important."
Bagayoko was part of a troupe that brought koteba to the Point G psychiatric ward in 1983, as mental health workers looked for a way to use Mali's cultural practices to help people receiving psychiatric care.
The first performance was so effective that patients asked the doctors if the actors could return the next day, he said.
Patients and actors have been meeting for koteba performances every Friday since then.
The koteba performances at Point G unfold in three phases, Bagayoko said. First, the troupe plays music to invite patients into the courtyard. Then the troupe asks what the topic or theme of that day's performance should be. After the performance, they sit in a circle and give the floor to any patients who wish to speak.
Because the patients feel at ease, they often tell the actors details about their lives they are not comfortable sharing with their family or doctors, which can help doctors get to the core of any issue they might be dealing with, Bagayoko said.

    


On a recent Friday, the patients acted out a familiar scene in Mali: A man in a village is accused of stealing. The thief screams and claims he hasn't stolen anything, while the villagers ask Diarra, playing the village chief, what punishment he deserves.
"Kill him!" Diarra yells amid the screams. But as the angry mob gathers around the man, he escapes and flees.
Bagayoko said the troupe performs other themes proposed by patients including those about women beaten by their husbands, drug problems and alcoholism.
The hospital at Point G is only a short walk from Mali's political stage -- the presidential palace and main military base -- where a 2020 military coup has left the country struggling with increased extremist violence and economic hardship. Last month, Islamic militants attacked Bamako for the first time in almost a decade.
But those problems are far away during the koteba performances at the hospital, as Diarra and his fellow patients are immersed in the world they create.

    


"You know what my problem is? That I see things for what they are," Diarra said, laughing, during a break.
Bagayoko chimed in: "Okay, we'll lighten that load for you."
___

The Associated Press receives financial support for global health and development coverage in Africa from the Gates Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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More than 2 million without power as Hurricane Milton slams Florida, causes deaths and flooding
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            Hurricane Milton made landfall Wednesday along Florida's Gulf Coast as a Category 3 storm. Footage from Tampa and traffic cameras across the state's south showed the storm's intensity. (AP footage: Haven Daley)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 27 | 
            DeSantis says Hurricane Milton making landfall in Sarasota County
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            Hurricane Milton, with its mighty strength and its dangerous path, is approaching Tampa and Key West, Florida, at dusk on Wednesday.
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            A tornado watch has been issued for more than 20 Florida counties ahead of Hurricane Milton. More than 12 million people in the state faced threat of tornadoes along with hail and wind, according to the National Weather Service.
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            Residents were sheltering at a school in New Port Richey, Florida, as hurricane Milton made landfall on Wednesday as a Category 3 storm. (AP video by Mike Carlson)
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            Max Watts, of Buford, Ga., walks in the parking lot to check on a trailer parked outside the hotel where he is riding out Hurricane Milton with coworkers, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. Watts, who works for a towing company, was deployed with colleagues to Florida to aid in the aftermath of the storm. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Christian Burke stands at the door of his home, where he, his mother, and his aunt plan to ride out Hurricane Milton on the third floor overlooking overlooking Tampa Bay, in Gulfport, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Wind-driven rain soaks a street in downtown Tampa, Fla., during the passage of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            9 of 27 | 
            Ron Rook, who said he was looking for people in need of help or debris to clear, walks through windy and rainy conditions on a deserted street in downtown Tampa, Fla., during the approach of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            10 of 27 | 
            The Segundo family, who evacuated from nearby Davis Island, plays a board game with their dog Cassie looking on, as Hurricane Milton makes landfall on Florida's Gulf Coast, at Hyatt Place Tampa Downtown hotel in Tampa, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            A Lee County Sheriff's officer patrols the streets of Cape Coral, Fla., as heavy rain falls ahead of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            A boat damaged in Hurricane Helene rests against a bridge ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Milton, in South Pasadena, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Chris Nation, of Commerce, Ga., skids on puddles in the parking lot of the hotel where he's riding out Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. Nation, who works for a towing company, was deployed to Florida to aid in the aftermath of the storm. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            This GOES-16 GeoColor satellite image taken at 11:46 a.m. EDT and provided by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) shows Hurricane Milton in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast of Florida, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (NOAA via AP)
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            15 of 27 | 
            Rain begins to fall ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Milton in Tampa, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            16 of 27 | 
            A man walking his dogs takes a picture from the sheltered entryway of the Hyatt Place Downtown Tampa hotel, as strong gusts of wind from Hurricane Milton blow sheets of rain along the street in Tampa, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo Rebecca Blackwell)
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            17 of 27 | 
            Christian Burke stands on the third floor of his home, where he, his mother, and his aunt plan to ride out Hurricane Milton with views through hurricane proof glass over Tampa Bay, in Gulfport, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. Burke, who said his engineer father built the concrete home to withstand a Category 5 hurricane, expects his home to turn into an island, with up to 8 feet of water filling the raised first floor. Behind Burke, a window reflects a boat deposited by Hurricane Helene in the bay front park across the street. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            A view of some of the 700 evacuees in the gymnasium in shelter at River Ridge Middle/High School in preparation for Hurricane Milton on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New Port Richey, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)
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            19 of 27 | 
            A homeless person sleeps under a wheelchair alongside a parking garage in deserted downtown Tampa, Fla., during the approach of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            20 of 27 | 
            Melvin Lee HIcks, who is homeless, wears a trash bag to protect against wind-driven rain, as he stands on a deserted street in downtown Tampa, Fla., during the approach of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            21 of 27 | 
            Melvin Lee Hicks, who is homeless, lies under a sheet donated by a nearby hotel, as he shelters alongside a parking garage in downtown Tampa, Fla., during the approach of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            22 of 27 | 
            Neighboring homes, a pile of debris and a garage damaged in Hurricane Helene, are seen from the third-floor of the home where Christian Burke, his mother and aunt will ride out Hurricane Milton, in Gulfport, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. Burke, who said his engineer father built the concrete home to withstand a Category 5 hurricane, expects his raised ground floor to flood severely, but for the building to remain standing. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            23 of 27 | 
            The city of Sunny Isles Beach, Fla., is seen from Surfside, Fla., as the outer bands of Hurricane Milton kick up the sand, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)
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            24 of 27 | 
            A few of the 283 registered animals, birds and reptiles line a hallway in the evacuation shelter at River Ridge Middle/High School in preparation for Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New Port Richey, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)
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            25 of 27 | 
            Mark Sapanara, of Pinellas, Fla., walks with his daughter's dog Frankie in the lobby of the hotel where he is taking shelter during Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            26 of 27 | 
            A tow truck responds following a traffic accident between a car and a fire truck returning from a call, on near-deserted streets in downtown Tampa, Fla., during the approach of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            27 of 27 | 
            A car drives past a pile of debris from Hurricane Helene flooding, along a street that had already begun flooding from rain ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Milton, in Gulfport, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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        More than 2 million without power as Hurricane Milton slams Florida, causes deaths and flooding
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                                    Hurricane Milton made landfall Wednesday along Florida's Gulf Coast as a Category 3 storm. Footage from Tampa and traffic cameras across the state's south showed the storm's intensity. (AP footage: Haven Daley)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 27

                                    
                                    DeSantis says Hurricane Milton making landfall in Sarasota County
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                                    Hurricane Milton, with its mighty strength and its dangerous path, is approaching Tampa and Key West, Florida, at dusk on Wednesday.
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                                    A tornado watch has been issued for more than 20 Florida counties ahead of Hurricane Milton. More than 12 million people in the state faced threat of tornadoes along with hail and wind, according to the National Weather Service.
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                                    Residents were sheltering at a school in New Port Richey, Florida, as hurricane Milton made landfall on Wednesday as a Category 3 storm. (AP video by Mike Carlson)
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            6 of 27 | 
            Max Watts, of Buford, Ga., walks in the parking lot to check on a trailer parked outside the hotel where he is riding out Hurricane Milton with coworkers, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. Watts, who works for a towing company, was deployed with colleagues to Florida to aid in the aftermath of the storm. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            7 of 27 | 
            Christian Burke stands at the door of his home, where he, his mother, and his aunt plan to ride out Hurricane Milton on the third floor overlooking overlooking Tampa Bay, in Gulfport, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            8 of 27 | 
            Wind-driven rain soaks a street in downtown Tampa, Fla., during the passage of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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                                    Wind-driven rain soaks a street in downtown Tampa, Fla., during the passage of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            9 of 27 | 
            Ron Rook, who said he was looking for people in need of help or debris to clear, walks through windy and rainy conditions on a deserted street in downtown Tampa, Fla., during the approach of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            10 of 27 | 
            The Segundo family, who evacuated from nearby Davis Island, plays a board game with their dog Cassie looking on, as Hurricane Milton makes landfall on Florida's Gulf Coast, at Hyatt Place Tampa Downtown hotel in Tampa, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            11 of 27 | 
            A Lee County Sheriff's officer patrols the streets of Cape Coral, Fla., as heavy rain falls ahead of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            12 of 27 | 
            A boat damaged in Hurricane Helene rests against a bridge ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Milton, in South Pasadena, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            13 of 27 | 
            Chris Nation, of Commerce, Ga., skids on puddles in the parking lot of the hotel where he's riding out Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. Nation, who works for a towing company, was deployed to Florida to aid in the aftermath of the storm. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            This GOES-16 GeoColor satellite image taken at 11:46 a.m. EDT and provided by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) shows Hurricane Milton in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast of Florida, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (NOAA via AP)
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            15 of 27 | 
            Rain begins to fall ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Milton in Tampa, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            16 of 27 | 
            A man walking his dogs takes a picture from the sheltered entryway of the Hyatt Place Downtown Tampa hotel, as strong gusts of wind from Hurricane Milton blow sheets of rain along the street in Tampa, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo Rebecca Blackwell)
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            17 of 27 | 
            Christian Burke stands on the third floor of his home, where he, his mother, and his aunt plan to ride out Hurricane Milton with views through hurricane proof glass over Tampa Bay, in Gulfport, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. Burke, who said his engineer father built the concrete home to withstand a Category 5 hurricane, expects his home to turn into an island, with up to 8 feet of water filling the raised first floor. Behind Burke, a window reflects a boat deposited by Hurricane Helene in the bay front park across the street. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            18 of 27 | 
            A view of some of the 700 evacuees in the gymnasium in shelter at River Ridge Middle/High School in preparation for Hurricane Milton on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New Port Richey, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)
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            19 of 27 | 
            A homeless person sleeps under a wheelchair alongside a parking garage in deserted downtown Tampa, Fla., during the approach of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            20 of 27 | 
            Melvin Lee HIcks, who is homeless, wears a trash bag to protect against wind-driven rain, as he stands on a deserted street in downtown Tampa, Fla., during the approach of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            21 of 27 | 
            Melvin Lee Hicks, who is homeless, lies under a sheet donated by a nearby hotel, as he shelters alongside a parking garage in downtown Tampa, Fla., during the approach of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            22 of 27 | 
            Neighboring homes, a pile of debris and a garage damaged in Hurricane Helene, are seen from the third-floor of the home where Christian Burke, his mother and aunt will ride out Hurricane Milton, in Gulfport, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. Burke, who said his engineer father built the concrete home to withstand a Category 5 hurricane, expects his raised ground floor to flood severely, but for the building to remain standing. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    22 of 27

                                    
                                    Neighboring homes, a pile of debris and a garage damaged in Hurricane Helene, are seen from the third-floor of the home where Christian Burke, his mother and aunt will ride out Hurricane Milton, in Gulfport, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. Burke, who said his engineer father built the concrete home to withstand a Category 5 hurricane, expects his raised ground floor to flood severely, but for the building to remain standing. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            23 of 27 | 
            The city of Sunny Isles Beach, Fla., is seen from Surfside, Fla., as the outer bands of Hurricane Milton kick up the sand, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)
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            A few of the 283 registered animals, birds and reptiles line a hallway in the evacuation shelter at River Ridge Middle/High School in preparation for Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New Port Richey, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)
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            25 of 27 | 
            Mark Sapanara, of Pinellas, Fla., walks with his daughter's dog Frankie in the lobby of the hotel where he is taking shelter during Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    25 of 27

                                    
                                    Mark Sapanara, of Pinellas, Fla., walks with his daughter's dog Frankie in the lobby of the hotel where he is taking shelter during Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            26 of 27 | 
            A tow truck responds following a traffic accident between a car and a fire truck returning from a call, on near-deserted streets in downtown Tampa, Fla., during the approach of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            A car drives past a pile of debris from Hurricane Helene flooding, along a street that had already begun flooding from rain ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Milton, in Gulfport, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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    Stay up to date: Follow AP's live coverage of Hurricane Milton and the 2024 hurricane season.


    


TAMPA, Fla. (AP) -- Hurricane Milton plowed into Florida as a Category 3 storm Wednesday, bringing misery to a coast still ravaged by Helene, pounding cities with winds of over 100 mph (160 kph) after producing a barrage of tornadoes, but sparing Tampa a direct hit. 
The storm tracked to the south in the final hours and made landfall in Siesta Key near Sarasota, about 70 miles (112 kilometers) south of Tampa. The situation in the Tampa area was still a major emergency as St. Petersburg recorded over 16 inches (41 centimeters) of rain, prompting the National Weather Service to warn of flash flooding. 
Tropicana Field, the home of the Tampa Bay Rays in St. Petersburg, appeared to be badly damaged. Television images Wednesday night showed that the fabric that serves as the domed building's roof had been ripped to shreds. It was not immediately clear if there was damage inside the stadium.

    


More than 2 million homes and businesses were without power in Florida, according to poweroutage.us, which tracks utility reports. The highest number of outages were in Hardee County, as well as neighboring Sarasota and Manatee counties.




Before Milton even made landfall, tornadoes were touching down across the state. The Spanish Lakes Country Club near Fort Pierce, on Florida's Atlantic Coast, was hit particularly hard, with homes destroyed and some residents killed.
"We have lost some life," St. Lucie County Sheriff Keith Pearson told WPBF News, though he wouldn't say how many people were killed.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

About 125 homes were destroyed before the hurricane came ashore, many of them mobile homes in communities for senior citizens, said Kevin Guthrie, the director of the Florida Division of Emergency Management. 
About 90 minutes after making landfall, Milton was downgraded to a Category 2 storm. By late Wednesday, the hurricane had maximum sustained winds of about 105 mph (165 kph) and storm surge warnings were in effect for parts of Florida's Gulf and Atlantic coastlines.

    


Heavy rains were also likely to cause flooding inland along rivers and lakes as Milton traverses the Florida Peninsula as a hurricane, eventually to emerge in the Atlantic Ocean on Thursday. It is expected to impact the heavily populated Orlando area. 
The storm slammed into a region still reeling two weeks after Hurricane Helene flooded streets and homes in western Florida and left at least 230 people dead across the South. In many places along the coast, municipalities raced to collect and dispose of debris before Milton's winds and storm surge could toss it around and compound any damage.
Officials had issued dire warnings to flee or face grim odds of survival.
"This is it, folks," said Cathie Perkins, emergency management director in Pinellas County, which sits on the peninsula that forms Tampa Bay. "Those of you who were punched during Hurricane Helene, this is going to be a knockout. You need to get out, and you need to get out now."
By late afternoon, some officials said the time had passed for such efforts, suggesting that people who stayed behind hunker down instead. By the evening, some counties announced they had suspended emergency services.

    


Jackie Curnick said she wrestled with her decision to stay aat home in Sarasota, just north of where the storm made landfall. But with a 2-year-old son and a baby girl due Oct. 29, Curnick and her husband thought it was for the best.
Curnick said they started packing Monday to evacuate, but they couldn't find any available hotel rooms, and the few they came by were too expensive.
She said there were too many unanswered questions if they got in the car and left: Where to sleep, if they'd be able to fill up their gas tank, and if they could even find a safe route out of the state.
"The thing is it's so difficult to evacuate in a peninsula," she said. "In most other states, you can go in any direction to get out. In Florida there are only so many roads that take you north or south."
At a news conference in Tallahassee, Gov. Ron DeSantis described deployment of a wide range of resources, including 9,000 National Guard members from Florida and other states; over 50,000 utility workers from as far as California; and highway patrol cars with sirens to escort gasoline tankers to replenish supplies so people could fill up their tanks before evacuating.

    


"Unfortunately, there will be fatalities. I don't think there's any way around that," DeSantis said.
Heavy rain and tornadoes lashed parts of southern Florida starting Wednesday morning, with conditions deteriorating throughout the day. Six to 12 inches (15 to 31 centimeters) of rain, with up to 18 inches (46 centimeters) in some places, was expected well inland, bringing the risk of catastrophic flooding.
One twister touched down Wednesday morning in the lightly populated Everglades and crossed Interstate 75. Another apparent tornado touched down in Fort Myers, snapping tree limbs and tearing a gas station's canopy to shreds.

    


Authorities issued mandatory evacuation orders across 15 Florida counties with a total population of about 7.2 million people. Officials warned that anyone staying behind must fend for themselves, because first responders were not expected to risk their lives attempting rescues at the height of the storm.
St. Petersburg Mayor Ken Welch told residents to expect long power outages and the possible shutdown of the sewer system.
In Charlotte Harbor, about 100 miles (160 kilometers) south of Tampa, clouds swirled and winds gusted as Josh Parks packed his Kia sedan with clothes and other belongings. Two weeks ago, Helene's surge brought about 5 feet (1.5 meters) of water to the neighborhood, and its streets remain filled with waterlogged furniture, torn-out drywall and other debris.
Parks, an auto technician, planned to flee to his daughter's home inland and said his roommate already left.
"I told her to pack like you aren't coming back," he said.
By early afternoon, airlines had canceled about 1,900 flights. SeaWorld was closed all day Wednesday, and Walt Disney World and Universal Orlando shut down in the afternoon.
More than 60% of gas stations in Tampa and St. Petersburg were out of gas Wednesday afternoon, according to GasBuddy. DeSantis said the state's overall supply was fine, and highway patrol officers were escorting tanker trucks to replenish the supply.
In the Tampa Bay area's Gulfport, Christian Burke and his mother stayed put in their three-story concrete home overlooking the bay. Burke said his father designed this home with a Category 5 in mind -- and now they're going to test it.
As a passing police vehicle blared encouragement to evacuate, Burke acknowledged staying isn't a good idea and said he's "not laughing at this storm one bit."
___

Contributing to this report were Associated Press journalists Holly Ramer in New Hampshire; Joseph Frederick in West Bradenton, Florida; Curt Anderson in Tampa; Freida Frisaro in Fort Lauderdale; Brenden Farrington in Tallahassee; Michael Goldberg in Minneapolis; Patrick Whittle in Portland, Maine; Jeff Martin in Atlanta and Christopher L. Keller in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hurricane-milton-tampa-florida-08bde4b9c29460f471d43c6512821c93
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            Victims injured in an attack on a small town in central Haiti last week continued to receive treatment on Wednesday as officials announced the death toll from one of the biggest massacres in the country's history had risen to at least 115. (AP video shot by Pierre Luxama)
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            Relatives carry the coffin of Jean Louis Jeune Gracien, who was killed during an attack by armed gangs, at his funeral in Pont-Sonde, Haiti, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Germain Rivaldo, wounded by a bullet during armed gang attacks, lies on a bed at Saint Nicolas hospital in Saint-Marc, Haiti, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            A cemetery worker prepares a grave days after a deadly gang attack on Pont-Sonde, Haiti, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Max Altis is sworn in as the new police commissioner in Saint-Marc, Haiti, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, days after a deadly gang attack in a nearby town. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            A relative cries during the funeral of Jean Louis Jeune Gracien, who was killed during an attack by armed gangs, in Pont-Sonde, Haiti, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Musicians arrive at the funeral of Jean Louis Jeune Gracien, who was killed during an attack by armed gangs, in Pont-Sonde, Haiti, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Relatives carry the coffin of Jean Louis Jeune Gracien, who was killed during an attack by armed gangs, at his funeral in Pont-Sonde, Haiti, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            A local resident points to a bullet hole on a door days after a deadly gang attack on Pont-Sonde, Haiti, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            People ride public transportation known as a tap-tap in Pont-Sonde, Haiti, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, days after a deadly gang attack on the town. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            People walk across a bridge in Pont-Sonde, Haiti, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, days after a deadly gang attack in the town. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Tcharlit Charles, wounded by a bullet during armed gang attacks, sits on a bed at Saint Nicolas hospital in Saint-Marc, Haiti, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            People raise their arms while walking past a police station in Pont-Sonde, Haiti, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024, days after a gang attacked the town. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 17 | 
            Exiles Junior, wounded by a bullet during armed gang attacks, sits up on a bed at Saint Nicolas hospital in Saint-Marc, Haiti, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Doctors treat a man who was shot and wounded during armed gang attacks, at Saint Nicolas hospital in Saint-Marc, Haiti, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            People displaced by armed gang attacks rest at the Antoinette Dessalines National School, a makeshift shelter, in Saint-Marc, Haiti, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Relatives of people injured during armed gang attacks wait around at Saint Nicolas hospital in Saint-Marc, Haiti, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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                                    Victims injured in an attack on a small town in central Haiti last week continued to receive treatment on Wednesday as officials announced the death toll from one of the biggest massacres in the country's history had risen to at least 115. (AP video shot by Pierre Luxama)
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            Relatives carry the coffin of Jean Louis Jeune Gracien, who was killed during an attack by armed gangs, at his funeral in Pont-Sonde, Haiti, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Germain Rivaldo, wounded by a bullet during armed gang attacks, lies on a bed at Saint Nicolas hospital in Saint-Marc, Haiti, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            A cemetery worker prepares a grave days after a deadly gang attack on Pont-Sonde, Haiti, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Max Altis is sworn in as the new police commissioner in Saint-Marc, Haiti, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, days after a deadly gang attack in a nearby town. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            A relative cries during the funeral of Jean Louis Jeune Gracien, who was killed during an attack by armed gangs, in Pont-Sonde, Haiti, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Musicians arrive at the funeral of Jean Louis Jeune Gracien, who was killed during an attack by armed gangs, in Pont-Sonde, Haiti, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Relatives carry the coffin of Jean Louis Jeune Gracien, who was killed during an attack by armed gangs, at his funeral in Pont-Sonde, Haiti, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            A local resident points to a bullet hole on a door days after a deadly gang attack on Pont-Sonde, Haiti, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            People ride public transportation known as a tap-tap in Pont-Sonde, Haiti, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, days after a deadly gang attack on the town. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            People walk across a bridge in Pont-Sonde, Haiti, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, days after a deadly gang attack in the town. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Tcharlit Charles, wounded by a bullet during armed gang attacks, sits on a bed at Saint Nicolas hospital in Saint-Marc, Haiti, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Doctors treat a man who was shot and wounded during armed gang attacks, at Saint Nicolas hospital in Saint-Marc, Haiti, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            People displaced by armed gang attacks rest at the Antoinette Dessalines National School, a makeshift shelter, in Saint-Marc, Haiti, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            Relatives of people injured during armed gang attacks wait around at Saint Nicolas hospital in Saint-Marc, Haiti, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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                                        PONT-SONDE, Haiti (AP) -- The death toll in a brutal gang attack last week on a small town in central Haiti has risen to 115, a local official told The Associated Press on Wednesday.

The attack on residents of Pont-Sonde on Oct. 3 was one of the biggest massacres that Haiti has seen in recent history.

Myriam Fievre, mayor of the nearby city of Saint-Marc, said Wednesday that the toll had risen to 115 and would likely keep rising because authorities are still looking for bodies and haven't been able to access certain areas of the town.

"We are working to make sure that the population is protected," she said in a phone interview.

The U.N. had previously said that at least 70 people were killed last week when the Gran Grif gang invaded the town in the central Artibonite region. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    



The victims included babies, young mothers and the elderly, with the gang approaching Pont-Sonde via canoes to catch residents by surprise, according to a local human rights group.

Survivors have questioned why authorities did not do anything to stop the attack since the gang had warned in a video posted on social media that it planned to target Pont-Sonde.

A day after the attack, officials replaced the police commissioner who oversees the Artibonite region, which has seen a surge of gang violence in recent years, with at least 20 criminal groups operating in the area, according to the U.N.

More than 6,200 survivors have fled Pont-Sonde and temporarily settled in the coastal city of Saint-Marc and surrounding areas.







A majority of them are staying with relatives, but more than 750 others have nowhere to go and are sleeping on the floors of a church, a school and a public plaza in Saint-Marc, according to the U.N.'s International Organization for Migration.

As Saint-Marc struggles with the sudden influx of people, Fievre warned that the Gran Grif gang is infiltrating nearby communities after attacking Pont-Sonde.

Haiti's National Human Rights Defense Network has said the gang was angry that a local self-defense group was trying to limit gang activity in Pont-Sonde and prevent it from profiting off a makeshift road toll it had recently established nearby.

    





Gran Grif has about 100 members and has been accused of crimes including murder, rape, robberies and kidnappings. It was formed after former legislator Prophane Victor began arming young men nearly a decade ago to secure his election and control of the area, according to the U.N


Victor and the Gran Grif leader, Luckson Elan, were sanctioned by the U.S. last month. Elan also was sanctioned by the U.N. Security Council, which noted that Gran Grif "is the largest and most powerful" gang in Artibonite, committing nine mass kidnappings from October 2023 to January 2024, including that of 157 people.



    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


___

Sanon reported from Port-au-Prince, Haiti
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            Former President Donald Trump offered his prayers to those in the path of Hurricane Milton while continuing to insult his rival, Vice President Kamala Harris, and other women, during a campaign rally in Scranton, Pennsylvania.
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at the Santander Arena, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Reading, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves as she boards Air Force Two at LaGuardia International Airport, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            With "Vote Early" displayed on a screen behind, Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at the Santander Arena, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Reading, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump listens as Pennsylvania Senate candidate Dave McCormick speaks at a campaign rally at Riverfront Sports, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Scranton, Pa. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves at volunteers as she boards Air Force Two at LaGuardia International Airport, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            FILE - This combination of photos shows Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, left, and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris during an ABC News presidential debate at the National Constitution Center, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            Vice President Kamala Harris speaks virtually, during a briefing with President Joe Biden and Elizabeth Sherwood-Randall, Homeland Security Advisor to the President, not shown, on the preparations for Hurricane Milton and the response to Hurricane Helene in the South Court Auditorium on the White House complex in Washington, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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    Stay up to date: Follow AP's live coverage of Hurricane Milton and the 2024 hurricane season.


    



SCRANTON, Pa. (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump hurled insults at his rival, Vice President Kamala Harris, and other women Wednesday -- saying he had no interest in stopping his attacks even if they turn off female voters -- as Hurricane Milton made landfall, lashing Florida with rain, tornadoes and tropical-storm-force winds.

"I don't want to be nice," Trump said at his first of two rallies of the day in the pivotal battleground state of Pennsylvania. "You know, somebody said, 'You should be nicer. Women won't like it.' I said, 'I don't care.'"

He later refuted the idea that his rhetoric was a problem, even as polls show Trump is viewed less favorably by women than by men. "The women want to see our country come back," he said. "They don't care."

    



Trump was campaigning even as the storm threatened to overshadow the presidential race with fears that it would cause catastrophic damage in Tampa and other parts of Florida's Gulf Coast. Harris flew to Nevada for a Western campaign swing, but first attended a briefing on the storm and the federal response with President Joe Biden at the White House.





Speaking in Scranton, Pennsylvania, Trump lobbed personal insults at Harris -- calling her "grossly incompetent" and "totally ill-equipped to do the job of being President of the United States" -- and went after one of the hosts of ABC's "The View," which Harris appeared on Tuesday. 

He called Sunny Hostin, who is Black and Latina, "dumber than Kamala."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


"That is one dumb woman. Sorry. I'm sorry, women, she's a dummy," he said of Hostin, who had asked Harris if there was anything she would have done differently than Biden over the last four years. Harris replied: "Not a thing comes to mind."

Later, in Reading, he turned on another host of the program, calling Whoopi Goldberg, who is also Black, "demented" and saying she had a "foul mouth."

"She was so filthy dirty, disgusting," he said. "She was so dirty. Every word was filthy, dirty. What a loser she is."

Trump and his campaign have seized on Harris' response to the Biden question as it tries to paint her as nothing more than a continuation of Biden's unpopular presidency.

In Reading, he called her answer "disqualifying" and listed a series of tragedies that happened on the Biden administration's watch, including Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on Israel and Russia's invasion of Ukraine.

    



"People are realizing she's a dumb person. And we can't have another dumb president," he railed. 

He also went after the Biden administration for its response to Hurricane Helene as Milton made landfall in Florida. 

"This administration has not done a proper job at all. Terrible, terrible," he told the crowd. "We just pray for everybody," he went on. "We hope that God will keep them safe."

Harris' campaign, meanwhile, mocked Trump for the unusual number of empty seats in the Reading arena -- a sore spot for the crowd-obsessed Trump.

At both stops, he urged the crowd to vote early, and said that if he wins the state, "we win the whole thing."

"When the polls open tomorrow, don't wait. Go immediately. Go as soon as you can," he said in Scranton. Pennsylvanians can fill out mail ballots at their county elections offices but the state does not have the type of early voting that exists in other places. Each county determines when its mail ballots are available.
Milton scrambles campaigns



Hurricane Milton has already disrupted the campaign, just two weeks after Hurricane Helene devastated large swaths of the Southeast. Trump, who moved to Florida after he left the White House, postponed a virtual event Tuesday night focused on health care and postponed a Univision town hall that was supposed to happen in Miami.

Harris has her own Univision town hall planned for Thursday in Las Vegas before returning to Arizona, making her second visit to both states in less than two weeks.

    



Trump, at his rally in Scranton -- Biden's birthplace -- said he was praying for those in the hurricane's path and wanted to "send our love to everyone in Florida. They're going through a big one tonight."

"We're praying for them and asking God to keep them all safe, all those people. I've never seen a hurricane like that," he went on. "So often, you know, they talk about it and they talk talk talk because they want you to watch. This is the real deal. This is a bad one."

Campaigning in Arizona, where early voting kicked off Wednesday, Democratic vice presidential nominee Tim Walz called on the country to come together to support those who will be impacted.

"Those are Americans. Those are our neighbors. Those are our family members. Those are our friends," he said, calling unity across party lines in the face of natural disasters "critical."

"It's not about politics. It's about basic human decency," Walz said. "It's about leadership and character."

Milton is approaching just days after Hurricane Helene killed more than 220 people in six Southeastern states and left behind a swath of destruction that federal, state and local authorities are trying to alleviate even as they brace for the new storm.
'Reckless' hurricane misinformation



Both Biden, who postponed a trip to Germany and Angola due to the storm, and Harris have denounced the misinformation and disinformation surrounding the federal response to Helene, including the false assertion that there is a cap on assistance funding families can receive. 

They also denounced the false notion that funding is being diverted away from Republican-heavy areas and to people in the country illegally, as well as the claim that federal authorities offering aid could eventually steal property from its owners. Both singled out Trump as driving much of the falsehoods.

"I want to be clear about something. Over the last few weeks, there's been a reckless, irresponsible and relentless promotion of disinformation and outright lies that are disturbing people," Biden said during the Milton briefing. "It's undermining confidence in the incredible rescue and recovery work that has already been taken and will continue to be taken. And it's harmful to those who need help the most."

"What a ridiculous thing to say," Biden said of the false rumors that funding is being diverted to migrants in the country illegally. Biden also referenced Georgia Republican Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene 's false suggestion that "I control the weather," he said, calling her comments like something "out of a comic book."

"It's beyond ridiculous," Biden said. "It's got to stop."

Harris said that once the hurricane passes, "We will be there to help folks rebuild."

Addressing Florida residents, Harris added: "Many of you, I know are tough, and you've ridden out these hurricanes before. This one is going to be different."

    



Outside the arena in Reading before Trump spoke, financial consultant Zimri Rivera said he didn't have an issue with candidates holding events as the hurricane approached Florida.

    



"I feel like both politicians are politicking," said Rivera, 30. "I do hope that the government in general does respond and provides relief to those affected."

Trump has faced numerous other distractions to his campaign, including the criminal cases against him, said Joey Inmon, 63, of Reading.

"As far as the hurricane goes, and managing that -- that's not Trump's job," Inmon said.

___


Weissert reported from Washington and Colvin from New York. Associated Press journalists Mark Scolforo, Anna Johnson and Nancy Benac in Reading contributed to this report.
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            A Washington state woman had to flee her home after 50 to 100 raccoons descended on it and acted aggressively.
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            This image made from a video provided by the Kitsap County Sheriff's Office shows a large group of raccoons on a woman's property in Poulsbo, Wash. (Kitsap County Sheriff's Office via AP)
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            This image made from a video provided by the Kitsap County Sheriff's Office shows a large group of raccoons on a woman's property in Poulsbo, Wash. (Kitsap County Sheriff's Office via AP)
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                                        Sheriff's deputies in Washington's Kitsap County frequently get calls about animals -- loose livestock, problem dogs. But the 911 call they received recently from a woman being hounded by dozens of raccoons swarming her home near Poulsbo stood out.
The woman reported having had to flee her property after 50 to 100 raccoons descended upon it and were acting aggressively, said Kevin McCarty, a spokesperson for the sheriff's office. She told deputies she started feeding a family of raccoons decades ago and it was fine until about six weeks earlier, when the number showing up went from a handful to around 100.
"She said those raccoons were becoming increasingly more aggressive, demanding food, that they would hound her day and night -- scratching at the outside of her home, at the door. If she pulled up her car, they would surround the car, scratch at the car, surround her if she went from her front door to her car or went outside at all," McCarty said. "They saw this as a food source now, so they kept coming back to it and they kept expecting food."

    


It was not clear what caused their numbers to balloon suddenly. Both the sheriff's office and the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife determined no laws were broken, McCarty said.




"This is a nuisance problem kind of of her own making that she has to deal with," he said. Video from the sheriff's office shows raccoons milling around trees, and deputies who responded to the call observed 50 to 100 of them, he added.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Bridget Mire, a spokesperson with the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, said by email that under state law it is illegal to feed large carnivores, such as bears or cougars. While municipalities or counties may have local statutes forbidding the feeding of other wildlife, it is currently not against state law to do so, she said. 
Regardless, the agency discourages people from feeding wildlife. Raccoons, for example, can carry diseases, and food can also attract predators such as coyotes and bears, according to Mire.

    


Mire said an agency wildlife conflict specialist has met with the woman, who has stopped feeding the critters.

"The raccoons appear to have started dispersing now that they are no longer being fed, and we are glad for a positive outcome to this case," Mire wrote.
Poulsbo is about a 90-minute car and ferry ride northwest of Seattle.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/washington-state-raccoon-invasion-cadf885cc7a4f2bd05e7755d448e7d8c
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            Researcher John Jumper poses for a photo at the Google DeepMind offices in London, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024 after being awarded with the Nobel Prize in Chemistry.(AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            Researcher John Jumper, left, and Demis Hassabis, CEO of DeepMind Technologies, the AI division behind Gemini, speak to Associated Press at the Google DeepMind offices in London, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024 after being awarded with the Nobel Prize in Chemistry.(AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            American biochemist David Baker, 2024 Nobel Prize winner in Chemistry, holds a model of a designed protein nanoparticle during a tour at the University of Washington on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            FILE - A close-up view of a Nobel Prize medal at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) in Bethesda, Md., Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2020. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            American biochemist David Baker, 2024 Nobel Prize winner in Chemistry, listens during a press conference at the University of Washington on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            University of Washington president Ana Mari Cauce hugs American biochemist David Baker, 2024 Nobel Prize winner in Chemistry, during news conference at the university on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            American biochemist David Baker, 2024 Nobel Prize winner in Chemistry, takes his seat before a news conference at the University of Washington on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Seattle. University of Washington president Ana Mari Cauce applauds at left. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            University of Washington president Ana Mari Cauce speaks as American biochemist David Baker, 2024 Nobel Prize winner in Chemistry, right, and Timothy Dellit, CEO of UW Medicine, listen during news conference at the university on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            American biochemist David Baker, 2024 Nobel Prize winner in Chemistry speaks on the phone with the two other winners Demis Hassabis and John Jumper at his home, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Seattle. (Ian C Haydon via AP)
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            Researcher John Jumper, left, and Demis Hassabis, CEO of DeepMind Technologies, the AI division behind Gemini, speak to Associated Press at the Google DeepMind offices in London, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024 after being awarded with the Nobel Prize in Chemistry.(AP Photo/Alastair Grant)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 18

                                    
                                    Researcher John Jumper, left, and Demis Hassabis, CEO of DeepMind Technologies, the AI division behind Gemini, speak to Associated Press at the Google DeepMind offices in London, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024 after being awarded with the Nobel Prize in Chemistry.(AP Photo/Alastair Grant)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 18 | 
            American biochemist David Baker speaks to reporters at his home, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Seattle. (Ian C Haydon via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 18

                                    
                                    American biochemist David Baker speaks to reporters at his home, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Seattle. (Ian C Haydon via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 18 | 
            American biochemist David Baker poses for a photo at his home on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Demis Hassabis, CEO of DeepMind Technologies, the AI division behind Gemini, poses for a photo at the Google DeepMind offices in London, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024 after being awarded with the Nobel Prize in Chemistry.(AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            Researcher John Jumper poses for a photo at the Google DeepMind offices in London, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024 after being awarded with the Nobel Prize in Chemistry.(AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            American biochemist David Baker, 2024 Nobel Prize winner in Chemistry, holds a model of a designed protein nanoparticle during a tour at the University of Washington on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Johan Aqvist, member of the Nobel Committee for Chemistry, Hans Ellegren, Permanent Secretary and Heiner Linke, Chairman of the Nobel Committee for Chemistry award this years Nobel Prize in Chemistry to David Baker, Demis Hassabis, and John M Jumper at the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, in Stockholm, Sweden, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (Christine Olsson/TT News Agency via AP)
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            FILE - A close-up view of a Nobel Prize medal at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) in Bethesda, Md., Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2020. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            Hannele Ruohola-Baker hugs her husband American biochemist David Baker, 2024 Nobel Prize winner in Chemistry, at the University of Washington on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Seattle. Lynda Stuart, executive director at the Institute for Protein Design, looks on at right. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            American biochemist David Baker, 2024 Nobel Prize winner in Chemistry, listens during a press conference at the University of Washington on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            University of Washington president Ana Mari Cauce hugs American biochemist David Baker, 2024 Nobel Prize winner in Chemistry, during news conference at the university on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            American biochemist David Baker, 2024 Nobel Prize winner in Chemistry, takes his seat before a news conference at the University of Washington on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Seattle. University of Washington president Ana Mari Cauce applauds at left. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            University of Washington president Ana Mari Cauce speaks as American biochemist David Baker, 2024 Nobel Prize winner in Chemistry, right, and Timothy Dellit, CEO of UW Medicine, listen during news conference at the university on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Three scientists who discovered powerful techniques to decode and even design novel proteins -- the building blocks of life -- were awarded the Nobel Prize in chemistry Wednesday. Their work used advanced technologies, including artificial intelligence, and holds the potential to transform how new drugs and other materials are made. 
The prize was awarded to David Baker, a biochemist at the University of Washington in Seattle, and to Demis Hassabis and John Jumper, computer scientists at Google DeepMind, a British-American artificial intelligence research laboratory based in London.
Heiner Linke, chair of the Nobel Committee for Chemistry, said the award honored research that unraveled "a grand challenge in chemistry, and in particular in biochemistry, for decades." 
"It's that breakthrough that gets awarded today," he said.

    


What is the 2024 Nobel Prize in Chemistry for?
Proteins are complex molecules with thousands of atoms that twist, turn, loop and spiral in a countless array of shapes that determine their biological function. For decades, scientists have dreamed of being able to efficiently design and build new proteins. 


Baker, 62, whose work has received funding from the National Institutes of Health since the 1990s, created a computer program called Rosetta that helped analyze information about existing proteins in comprehensive databases to build new proteins that don't exist in nature. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It seems that you can almost construct any type of protein now with this technology," said Johan Aqvist of the Nobel committee.
Hassabis, 48, and Jumper, 39, created an artificial intelligence model that has predicted the structure of virtually all the 200 million proteins that researchers have ever identified.
The duo "managed to crack the code. With skillful use of artificial intelligence, they made it possible to predict the complex structure of essentially any known protein in nature," Linke said.

    


Why does this work matter?
The ability to custom design new proteins -- and better understand existing proteins -- could enable researchers to create new kinds of medicines and vaccines. 
It could also allow scientists to design new enzymes to break down plastics or other waste materials that would neutralize pollution, Baker told a news conference, or even come up with entirely new material for semi conductors.
"I think there's fantastic prospects for making better medicines -- medicines that are smarter, that only work in the right time and place in the body," Baker told The Associated Press.
One example is a potential nasal spray that could slow or stop the rapid spread of specific viruses, such as COVID-19, he said. Another is a medicine to disrupt the cascade of symptoms known as cytokine storm. 
"That was always the holy grail. If you could figure out how protein sequences folded into their particular structures, then it might be possible to design protein sequences to fold into previously never seen structures that might be useful for us," said Jon Lorsch, a director at the NIH.
How did the winners react?
Baker told the AP he found out he won the Nobel during the early hours of the morning alongside his wife, who immediately started screaming. 

    


"So it was a little deafening, too," he said.
Hassabis said he was just having a "normal morning" at home when he eventually got the call. 
The Nobel committee didn't initially have his number and first managed to get hold of his wife, but she hung up on them a few times, he told an online news briefing.
"They kept persisting and then I think she realized it was a Swedish number and then they asked for my number," he said.
"It's so incredible. It's so unreal at this moment," said Jumper, a researcher and director at Google DeepMind. "And it's wonderful." 
What was the role of AI?
One of Britain's leading tech figures, Hassabis co-founded the AI research lab DeepMind in 2010, which was acquired by Google in 2014. Among its past breakthroughs was developing an AI system that mastered the Chinese game Go and defeated the game's human world champion.
In the past researchers labored for months or years to decode the structure of a single complex protein. 

    


But the AI model created by the DeepMind researchers, called AlphaFold, "can determine the structure of a protein pretty accurately within a few seconds or minutes," Hassabis told the AP in an interview, adding that this saves researchers "years of potentially painstaking experimental work."
The two research groups learned from each other's work. 
Baker said Hassabis and Jumper's artificial intelligence work gave his team a huge boost. 
"The breakthroughs made by Demis and John on protein structure prediction really highlighted to us the power that AI could have," said Baker. "And that led us to apply these AI methods to protein design."
Science has sped up, said Jumper. "It is a key demonstration that AI will make science faster "
It's the second Nobel prize this year awarded to someone with links to artificial intelligence research at Google. 

    


Nobel physics prize winner Geoffrey Hinton, 76, often called the "godfather of AI," also worked at the California-based tech company until quitting so he could speak more openly about the potential downsides of AI.
"I'm hoping AI will lead to tremendous benefits," Hinton told a news conference Tuesday. "I'm convinced that it will do that in health care."
"My worry is that it may also lead to bad things. And in particular, when we get things more intelligent than ourselves, no one really knows whether we're going to be able to control them."
More about the Nobels
Wednesday's chemistry prize winners represent a younger generation taking forward the work of the AI pioneers honored for physics, said Michael Kearns, a computer scientist at the University of Pennsylvania. 
They are making AI models "scalable and practical and applying it to very important scientific problems." 
Baker gets half of the 11 million Swedish Kronor ($1 million) prize money, while Hassabis and Jumper share the other half.
The Nobel announcements opened Monday with medical researchers Victor Ambros and Gary Ruvkun winning the medicine prize. Hinton and fellow AI pioneer John Hopfield, 91, won the physics prize.
The awards continue with the literature prize Thursday, the Nobel Peace Prize Friday and the economics award on Oct. 14.
The prize money comes from a bequest by the award's creator, Swedish inventor Alfred Nobel. The laureates are invited to receive their awards at ceremonies on Dec. 10, the anniversary of Nobel's death.
___

Larson reported from Washington, D.C, and Valdes from Seattle. AP reporters Gene Johnson in Seattle; Matt O'Brien in Providence, Rhode Island; Mike Corder in The Hague, Netherlands, and Daniel Niemann in Stockholm contributed.
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            With its mighty strength and its dangerous path, Hurricane Milton has powered into a very rare threat that is flirting with experts' worst fears. And Milton's path toward Tampa, a populous metro that hasn't been hit in a century, adds danger. (AP Video: Nathan Ellgren, Julian Trejo Bax)
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            Ron Rook, who said he was looking for people in need of help or debris to clear, walks through windy and rainy conditions on a deserted street in downtown Tampa, Fla., during the approach of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            This GOES-16 GeoColor satellite image taken at 11:46 a.m. EDT and provided by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) shows Hurricane Milton in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast of Florida, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (NOAA via AP)
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            People board up a convenience store ahead of Hurricane Milton, Oct. 9, 2024, in Brandon, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            5 of 7 | 
            A car drives past a pile of debris from Hurricane Helene flooding, along a street that had already begun flooding from rain ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Milton, in Gulfport, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            A jogger trots as rain falls ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            7 of 7 | 
            Youths duck behind the Malecon seawall as they play in the surf brought by Hurricane Milton passing through the Gulf of Mexico, in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            This GOES-16 GeoColor satellite image taken at 11:46 a.m. EDT and provided by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) shows Hurricane Milton in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast of Florida, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (NOAA via AP)
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            A car drives past a pile of debris from Hurricane Helene flooding, along a street that had already begun flooding from rain ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Milton, in Gulfport, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            A jogger trots as rain falls ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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                                        With its mighty strength and its dangerous path, Hurricane Milton powered into a very rare threat flirting with experts' worst fears.

Warm water fueled amazingly rapid intensification that took Milton from a minimal hurricane to a massive Category 5 in less than 10 hours. It weakened, but quickly bounced back, and when its winds briefly reached 180 mph, its barometric pressure, a key measurement for a storm's overall strength, was among the lowest recorded in the Gulf of Mexico this late in the year. 

    
    Stay up to date: Follow AP's live coverage of Hurricane Milton and the 2024 hurricane season.


    



At its most fierce, Milton almost maxed out its potential intensity given the weather factors surrounding it.

"Everything that you would want if you're looking for a storm to go absolutely berserk is what Milton had," Colorado State University hurricane researcher Phil Klotzbach said. 

That's not all. Milton's eastward path through the Gulf is so infrequent the most recent comparable storm was in 1848. Tampa -- the most populous metro area in its general path -- hasn't had a direct hit from a major storm in more than 100 years, making this week the worst-case scenario for many experts.

    



The track "is not unprecedented but it's quite rare," said University of Miami hurricane researcher Brian McNoldy. "And of those that did that track, this is by far the most intense."

"It is unusual in a number of ways," Princeton University climate scientist and hurricane expert Gabriel Vecchi said. "This storm is probably going to be very unlike any storm anyone has experienced on the west coast of Florida." 







    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


But it might be getting less rare, and the U.S. is already on a particularly unlucky streak. When Helene plowed through Florida less than two weeks ago, it was the seventh Category 4 or stronger storm to make landfall in the continental U.S. in eight years. That's more than triple the average annual rate of such monster landfalls in the U.S. since 1950, according to a data analysis by The Associated Press. 

If Milton somehow hits as a Category 4 storm at landfall it will be only the second time the nation was struck twice in a year by hurricanes so powerful. This is after an unusual 12-year period when no Category 4 or higher storms hit the mainland between 2005 and 2016.

    



University of Albany atmospheric scientist and hurricane expert Kristen Corbosiero said Milton's threat now, compared to that 12-year quiet period, is probably a combination of luck -- that those previous big storms didn't make landfall -- and climate change that is steering big storms differently than before.

"With more and stronger storms, the chances of a major hurricane hitting the U.S. increase," she said.

So much of what makes Milton nasty is rooted in the warmer water of its birth and in human-caused climate change, Vecchi, Corbosiero and others said.

Milton formed in the Bay of Campeche in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico. For awhile, forecasters didn't give the unstable air mass much of a chance to develop into a tropical storm, let alone a monster hurricane. But once it defied the odds, it took off because of warm water and it managed to avoid high-level cross winds that often decapitate storms, especially in autumn. As Milton neared Florida it hit those winds, called shear, which ate away at its strength, as meteorologists had forecasted. 

    



Warm water fuels hurricanes. It's crucial that the surface water be at least 79 degrees (26 degrees Celsius) and it helps incredibly when there's deep warm water.

The water at Milton's birth and along its path was around 87 degrees (30.5 degrees Celsius). That's almost 2 degrees (1 degree Celsius) warmer than normal and near record levels, both on the surface and deep, McNoldy said.

"Part of the reason it was so warm is because of global warming," Vecchi said, though he added that last year's El Nino -- a natural warming of ocean waters that influences weather worldwide -- and other natural factors played a role. "Now the storm has a lot more energy to draw on."

That water became an all-you-can eat buffet for Milton.

Much like an ice skater spinning with her arms close in rather than outstretched, Milton's small size and pinhole eye -- which became as small as 4 miles across -- also made it easier to supercharge. 

    



And then there's the track. Corbosiero couldn't think of a similar track for such a powerful storm, especially in October when there are fewer strong storms in the Gulf and the nastiest storms are more in the Caribbean.

Klotzbach found one in 1848, before good records were kept, unearthing a storm other experts weren't quite familiar with. 

Usually storms in the Gulf of Mexico start in the east and go west or just go north, but Milton is heading east-northeast, Vecchi said. That's because of a weather system in Canada and the U.S. East Coast that is pushing the westerly winds that are common in mid-latitudes down to where Milton is, where autumn wind from the west is less common.

    



With water piling up with storm surge in this "very, very rare direction," Corbosiero said Milton "has the potential to be a worst-case scenario" if it directly hits Tampa, where the last major hurricane direct hit was in 1921.

"It's extraordinarily bad," McNoldy said.

---

Mary Katherine Wildeman contributed from Hartford, Conn. and Christopher L. Keller contributed from Albuquerque, New Mexico

___

Read more of AP's climate coverage at http://www.apnews.com/climate-and-environment

___

Follow Seth Borenstein on X at @borenbears

______


The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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            Israel's defense minister warned on Wednesday that his country's retaliation for a recent Iranian missile attack will be "lethal" and "surprising," while Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and President Joe Biden held their first call in seven weeks.
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            Israel has promised to retaliate for Iran's massive missile attack last week. How it does so involve great risk, and could have major repercussions for the archenemies, the Middle East and the world.
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            Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addressed the people of Lebanon on Tuesday, saying that Hezbollah was "weaker than it has been for many, many years," and called on the Lebanese people to "stand up and take your country back."
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            Israel displayed Wednesday one of the Iranian missiles it intercepted during the Oct. 1 attack that saw Iran launch a wave of some 180 ballistic missiles at Israel in retaliation for the killing of top militants from Hamas and Hezbollah. (AP Video by Alon Bernstein)
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            Palestinian officials said Israel's bombardment of central and northern Gaza killed at least 18 people including five children and two women. The latest strikes came as the Gaza Health Ministry said the Palestinian death toll in Gaza has passed 42,000. (AP Video: Abed Al Kareem Hana and Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Mourners pray over the body of a Palestinian child, Hosam Al Khaldi, killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip outside the hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Men sleep at the Ramlet al-Baida public beach after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Tents set up as temporary shelters by displaced families fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south and Dahiyeh, are seen along the Ramlet al-Baida public beach in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            9 of 31 | 
            Mourners attend the funeral of Palestinians killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip outside the hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            10 of 31 | 
            Mourners gather around bodies of Palestinians killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, outside the hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            11 of 31 | 
            An Israeli soldier from an EOD (explosive ordnance disposal) unit moves a weapon used by Hezbollah seized during combat operations in Lebanon displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            12 of 31 | 
            An Israeli soldier from an EOD (explosive ordnance disposal) unit gestures to Iranian ballistic missile components that were fired at Israel, during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 31 | 
            Weapons used by Hezbollah seized during combat operations in Lebanon are displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            14 of 31 | 
            An Israeli soldier from an EOD (explosive ordnance disposal) unit, left, and an officer from the Israel Defense Forces Spokesperson's Unit walk through weapons used by Hezbollah seized during combat operations in Lebanon displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            15 of 31 | 
            An Israeli soldier from an EOD (explosive ordnance disposal) poses with a weapon used by Hezbollah seized during combat operations in Lebanon displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            16 of 31 | 
            An Israeli soldier from an EOD (explosive ordnance disposal) poses with a weapon used by Hezbollah seized during combat operations in Lebanon displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            17 of 31 | 
            The Israeli Defense Forces display weapons seized in Lebanon on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            18 of 31 | 
            Iranian ballistic missile components that were fired at Israel are displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            19 of 31 | 
            Iranian ballistic missile components that were fired at Israel are displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            20 of 31 | 
            Iranian ballistic missile components that were fired at Israel are displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            21 of 31 | 
            Turkish security personnel stand guard next to Turkish military ships preparing to evacuate citizens from Lebanon to Turkey in Beirut port on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            22 of 31 | 
            Turkish military personnel carry luggage of Turkish citizens to be evacuated on Turkish military ships from Lebanon to Turkey, in Beirut port, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            23 of 31 | 
            An explosives detection dog inspects luggage of Turkish citizens being prepared to be evacuated on Turkish military ships from Lebanon to Turkey, in Beirut port, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            24 of 31 | 
            Turkish security personnel stand guard next to Turkish military ships preparing to evacuate citizens from Lebanon to Turkey in Beirut port on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            25 of 31 | 
            Turkish citizens walk to board Turkish military ships to evacuate them from Lebanon to Turkey, in Beirut port on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            26 of 31 | 
            Tents are crammed together as displaced Palestinians camp along the beach of Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            27 of 31 | 
            A Turkish military officer inspects the luggage of Turkish citizens to be evacuated on Turkish military ships from Lebanon to Turkey, in Beirut port, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            28 of 31 | 
            Lebanese security officials verify the travel documents of Turkish citizens before boarding Turkish military ships to evacuate them from Lebanon to Turkey, in Beirut port on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            29 of 31 | 
            Tents are crammed together as displaced Palestinians camp along the beach of Deir Al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            30 of 31 | 
            Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip, enjoy the day on the beach of Deir al-Balah, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            31 of 31 | 
            Tents are crammed together as displaced Palestinians camp along the beach of Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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        Israeli defense minister warns an attack on Iran would be 'lethal' and 'surprising'
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                                    Israel's defense minister warned on Wednesday that his country's retaliation for a recent Iranian missile attack will be "lethal" and "surprising," while Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and President Joe Biden held their first call in seven weeks.
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                                    Israel has promised to retaliate for Iran's massive missile attack last week. How it does so involve great risk, and could have major repercussions for the archenemies, the Middle East and the world.
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                                    Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addressed the people of Lebanon on Tuesday, saying that Hezbollah was "weaker than it has been for many, many years," and called on the Lebanese people to "stand up and take your country back."
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                                    4 of 31

                                    
                                    Israel displayed Wednesday one of the Iranian missiles it intercepted during the Oct. 1 attack that saw Iran launch a wave of some 180 ballistic missiles at Israel in retaliation for the killing of top militants from Hamas and Hezbollah. (AP Video by Alon Bernstein)
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                                    Palestinian officials said Israel's bombardment of central and northern Gaza killed at least 18 people including five children and two women. The latest strikes came as the Gaza Health Ministry said the Palestinian death toll in Gaza has passed 42,000. (AP Video: Abed Al Kareem Hana and Wafaa Shurafa)
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            6 of 31 | 
            Mourners pray over the body of a Palestinian child, Hosam Al Khaldi, killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip outside the hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                    Mourners pray over the body of a Palestinian child, Hosam Al Khaldi, killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip outside the hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            7 of 31 | 
            Men sleep at the Ramlet al-Baida public beach after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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                                    Men sleep at the Ramlet al-Baida public beach after fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            8 of 31 | 
            Tents set up as temporary shelters by displaced families fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south and Dahiyeh, are seen along the Ramlet al-Baida public beach in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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                                    Tents set up as temporary shelters by displaced families fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in the south and Dahiyeh, are seen along the Ramlet al-Baida public beach in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            9 of 31 | 
            Mourners attend the funeral of Palestinians killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip outside the hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                    Mourners attend the funeral of Palestinians killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip outside the hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            10 of 31 | 
            Mourners gather around bodies of Palestinians killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, outside the hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                    Mourners gather around bodies of Palestinians killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, outside the hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            11 of 31 | 
            An Israeli soldier from an EOD (explosive ordnance disposal) unit moves a weapon used by Hezbollah seized during combat operations in Lebanon displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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                                    An Israeli soldier from an EOD (explosive ordnance disposal) unit moves a weapon used by Hezbollah seized during combat operations in Lebanon displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            12 of 31 | 
            An Israeli soldier from an EOD (explosive ordnance disposal) unit gestures to Iranian ballistic missile components that were fired at Israel, during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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                                    An Israeli soldier from an EOD (explosive ordnance disposal) unit gestures to Iranian ballistic missile components that were fired at Israel, during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            13 of 31 | 
            Weapons used by Hezbollah seized during combat operations in Lebanon are displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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                                    Weapons used by Hezbollah seized during combat operations in Lebanon are displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            14 of 31 | 
            An Israeli soldier from an EOD (explosive ordnance disposal) unit, left, and an officer from the Israel Defense Forces Spokesperson's Unit walk through weapons used by Hezbollah seized during combat operations in Lebanon displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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                                    An Israeli soldier from an EOD (explosive ordnance disposal) unit, left, and an officer from the Israel Defense Forces Spokesperson's Unit walk through weapons used by Hezbollah seized during combat operations in Lebanon displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            15 of 31 | 
            An Israeli soldier from an EOD (explosive ordnance disposal) poses with a weapon used by Hezbollah seized during combat operations in Lebanon displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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                                    An Israeli soldier from an EOD (explosive ordnance disposal) poses with a weapon used by Hezbollah seized during combat operations in Lebanon displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            16 of 31 | 
            An Israeli soldier from an EOD (explosive ordnance disposal) poses with a weapon used by Hezbollah seized during combat operations in Lebanon displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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                                    An Israeli soldier from an EOD (explosive ordnance disposal) poses with a weapon used by Hezbollah seized during combat operations in Lebanon displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            17 of 31 | 
            The Israeli Defense Forces display weapons seized in Lebanon on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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                                    The Israeli Defense Forces display weapons seized in Lebanon on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            18 of 31 | 
            Iranian ballistic missile components that were fired at Israel are displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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                                    Iranian ballistic missile components that were fired at Israel are displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            19 of 31 | 
            Iranian ballistic missile components that were fired at Israel are displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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                                    Iranian ballistic missile components that were fired at Israel are displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            20 of 31 | 
            Iranian ballistic missile components that were fired at Israel are displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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                                    Iranian ballistic missile components that were fired at Israel are displayed during a government-organized media tour on a base in southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            21 of 31 | 
            Turkish security personnel stand guard next to Turkish military ships preparing to evacuate citizens from Lebanon to Turkey in Beirut port on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            Turkish military personnel carry luggage of Turkish citizens to be evacuated on Turkish military ships from Lebanon to Turkey, in Beirut port, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            An explosives detection dog inspects luggage of Turkish citizens being prepared to be evacuated on Turkish military ships from Lebanon to Turkey, in Beirut port, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            Turkish security personnel stand guard next to Turkish military ships preparing to evacuate citizens from Lebanon to Turkey in Beirut port on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            Turkish citizens walk to board Turkish military ships to evacuate them from Lebanon to Turkey, in Beirut port on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Emrah Gurel)
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            Tents are crammed together as displaced Palestinians camp along the beach of Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Tents are crammed together as displaced Palestinians camp along the beach of Deir Al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip, enjoy the day on the beach of Deir al-Balah, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Tents are crammed together as displaced Palestinians camp along the beach of Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Israel's defense minister warned on Wednesday that his country's retaliation for a recent Iranian missile attack will be "lethal" and "surprising," while the Israeli military pushed ahead with a large-scale operation in northern Gaza and a ground offensive in Lebanon against Hezbollah militants.
On the diplomatic front, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and President Joe Biden held their first call in seven weeks, with a White House press secretary saying the call included discussions on Israel's deliberations over how it will respond to Iran's attack. 
The continuing cycle of destruction and death in Gaza, unleashed by Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack on southern Israel, comes as Israel expands a weeklong ground offensive against Hezbollah in Lebanon and considers a major retaliatory strike on Iran following Iran's Oct. 1 missile barrage.

    


"Our strike will be lethal, precise and above all, surprising. They won't understand what happened and how. They will see the results," Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said during a speech to troops. "Whoever strikes us will be harmed and pay a price." 




Iran fired dozens of missiles at Israel on Oct. 1 which the United States helped fend off. Biden has said he would not support a retaliatory strike on sites related to Tehran's nuclear program.
On Wednesday, Hezbollah claimed a rocket attack that killed two people in the northern Israeli town of Kiryat Shmona. The town's acting mayor, Ofir Yehezkeli, said the two killed were a couple walking their dogs. 
Dozens killed in Gaza and survivors fear displacement

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In northern Gaza, there was heavy fighting in Jabaliya, an urban refugee camp dating back to the 1948 war surrounding Israel's creation, where Israeli forces have carried out several major operations over the course of the war and then returned as militants regroup. The entire north, including Gaza City, has suffered heavy destruction and has been largely isolated by Israeli forces since late last year.

    


In Gaza, Jabaliya residents said thousands of people have been trapped in their homes since the operation began Sunday, as Israeli jets and drones buzz overhead and troops battle militants in the streets.
"It's like hell. We can't get out," said Mohamed Awda, who lives with his parents and six siblings. He said there were three bodies in the street outside his home that could not be retrieved because of the fighting.
"The quadcopters are everywhere, and they fire at anyone. You can't even open the window," he told The Associated Press by phone, speaking over the sound of explosions.
Gaza's Health Ministry said it recovered 40 bodies from Jabaliya from Sunday until Tuesday, and another 14 from communities farther north. There are likely more bodies under rubble and in areas that can't be accessed, it said. 
Jabaliya residents fear Israel aims to depopulate the north and turn it into a closed military zone or a Jewish settlement. Israel has blocked all roads except for the main highway leading south from Jabaliya, according to residents.
"People here say clearly that they will die here in northern Gaza and won't go to southern Gaza," Ahmed Qamar, who lives in Jabaliya with his wife, children and parents, said in a text message.

    


Hospitals are under threat 
Fadel Naeem, the director of Al-Ahly Hospital in Gaza City, said it had received dozens of wounded people and bodies from the north. "We declared a state of emergency, suspended scheduled surgeries, and discharged patients whose conditions are stable," he told AP in a text message.
Israel's offensive has gutted Gaza's health sector, forcing most hospitals to shut down and leaving the rest only partially functioning.
Naeem said three hospitals farther north -- Kamal Adwan, Awda and the Indonesian Hospital - have become almost inaccessible because of the fighting. The Gaza Health Ministry says the Israeli army has ordered all three to evacuate staff and patients. Meanwhile, no humanitarian aid has entered the north since Oct. 1, according to U.N. data. 
Israel's authority coordinating humanitarian affairs in Palestinian territories said Israel "has not halted the entry or coordination of humanitarian aid entering from its territory into the northern Gaza Strip."

    


Israel says it only targets militants and blames civilian deaths on Hamas because it fights in residential areas.
Israel ordered the wholesale evacuation of northern Gaza, including Gaza City, in the opening weeks of the war, but hundreds of thousands of people are believed to have remained there. Israel reiterated those instructions over the weekend, telling people to flee south to a humanitarian zone where hundreds of thousands are already crammed into squalid tent camps.
The war began just over a year ago, when Hamas-led militants stormed into southern Israel, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting around 250. They still hold around 100 hostages, a third of whom are believed to be dead.

    


Israel's offensive has killed over 42,000 Palestinians, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not say how many were fighters. It has said women and children make up over half of the dead. The offensive has also caused staggering destruction across the territory and displaced around 90% of the population of 2.3 million people, often multiple times.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has vowed to keep fighting until "total victory" over Hamas and the return of all hostages.
Israel warns Lebanon it could end up like Gaza
On Tuesday, Netanyahu said Lebanon would meet the same fate as Gaza if its people did not rise up against Hezbollah.
In recent weeks Israel has waged a heavy air campaign across large parts of Lebanon, targeting what it says are Hezbollah rocket launchers and other militant sites. A series of strikes had killed Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah and most of his top commanders.
An Israeli airstrike on Wednesday hit a Lebanese Civil Defense center in the town of Dardghaya in southern Lebanon, killing five members who were stationed there, civil defense spokesperson Elie Khairallah told The Associated Press. Among the victims was Abdullah Al-Moussawi, head of the Tyre Regional Center in the Lebanese Civil Defense, Khairallah said.
Just last week, Al-Moussawi spoke with the Associated Press, saying the Israeli airstrikes had made his team increasingly nervous, but that they were hopeful that the international protection guaranteed to medics will extend to them as well.
There was no immediate statement from the Israeli military. As of last Thursday, the Lebanese Health Ministry reported that over 100 paramedics had been killed by Israeli airstrikes.
Another strike on Wednesday killed four people and wounded another 10 at a hotel sheltering displaced people in the southern Lebanese town of Wardaniyeh, Lebanon's Health Ministry said. 
An Associated Press reporter in a nearby town heard two sonic booms from Israeli jets before the strike. Plumes of smoke rose from the building after the explosion.
The Israeli military said Wednesday that Hezbollah has fired more than 12,000 rockets, missiles and drones at Israel in the past year. 
Video verified by The Associated Press also shows what appears to be a group of Israeli soldiers raising an Israeli flag in a village in southern Lebanon.
In the video, which appears to have been filmed in Maroun A-Ras, three soldiers are seen hoisting up a flag atop a pile of debris. A soldier off camera speaks in Hebrew and refers to the nearby Israeli village of Avivim. The date it was filmed wasn't immediately known.
The video follows other similar acts that took place throughout Israel's ground offensive in Gaza. The Israeli military had no immediate comment.
___

Magdy reported from Cairo and Shurafa from Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip. Associated Press writers Sarah El Deeb, Sally Abou AlJoud and Kareem Chehayeb in Beirut, and Natalie Melzer in Tel Aviv, Israel, contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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                    This combination image shows, from left; President Joe Biden, on March 12, 2020, in Wilmington, Del., and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Oct. 28, 2023, in Tel Aviv, Israel. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Wednesday held their first call in seven weeks, a conversation that comes as Israel expands its ground incursion into Lebanon and considers how to respond to Iran's recent ballistic missile attack.
Vice President Kamala Harris also joined the 30-minute call, according to the White House.
"It was direct, it was productive," said White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre, who added that the leaders discussed a long list of issues on the call, including Israel's deliberations on how it will respond to Iran.
Netanyahu's office, meantime, confirmed that the prime minister had recently spoken with former President Donald Trump. The Republican, who is in the midst of a close White House race against Harris, called Netanyahu last week and "congratulated him on the intense and determined operations that Israel carried out against Hezbollah," according to Netanyahu's office.

    


The Biden-Netanyahu conversation comes at a moment of Biden's growing frustration with the prime minister and as the growing conflict in the Middle East is adding a layer of complexity to the American election next month.




Netanyahu has repeatedly looked past the Biden administration's calls for cease-fires. They would at least temporarily pause the fighting in Gaza, facilitate the release of some 100 hostages, who have been held by Hamas since the Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Israel, and stem the growing conflict between the Israel and Hezbollah militants in Lebanon. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The spreading conflict across the Mideast is looming over Harris in the final weeks of the White House campaign. 
Some Arab-American voters in closely contested Michigan, and elsewhere, are threatening to withhold their support for the Democrat over their dissatisfaction with the administration's handling of the war in Gaza. Trump has increasingly criticized Harris and Biden for their foreign policy decisions as he makes his case to American voters to return him to the White House. 

    


The Trump campaign said it should not be surprising that Netanyahu held talks with the former president.
"World leaders want to speak and meet with President Trump because they know he will soon be returning to the White House and will restore peace around the globe," Trump campaign spokesperson Karoline Leavitt said in a statement about that call, which a Trump ally, Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., joined.
"As we know, it's one president at a time here," Jean-Pierre when asked about Trump's call with Netanyahu.
Following the call with Netanyahu, Biden and top aides joined a call with American rabbis to belatedly mark the Jewish high holidays. They underscored the administration fully supports Israel's right to defend itself against Iran and its proxies. 
"We're also committed to holding Iran fully accountable for that attack, and we will continue to do so," said Brett McGurk, the White House coordinator for the Middle East and North Africa.
Biden told reporters last week that he did not know whether Netanyahu was holding up a Mideast peace deal in order to influence the outcome of the U.S. election.

    


"No administration has helped Israel more than I have. None. None. None. And I think Bibi should remember that," he said, referring to the Israeli leader by his nickname. "And whether he's trying to influence the election, I don't know, but I'm not counting on that."
Israel has been discussing how to respond to the Iranian missile barrage from Oct. 1, which the United States helped to fend off. Biden last week said he would not support a retaliatory Israeli strike on sites related to Tehran's nuclear program.
Biden has urged Israel to consider alternatives to hitting Iran's oil sector. Such a strike could affect the global oil market and boost pump prices, developments that would not help Harris' efforts to win over the shrinking number of undecided voters.
Netanyahu's other choices range from a largely symbolic strike -- similar to how Israel responded after Iran launched missiles and attack drones in April at Israel.

    


"Our attack will be lethal, precise and above all surprising," Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said during a speech to Israeli troops on Wednesday. "They will not understand what happened and how it happened."
Since the leaders' last call on Aug. 21, Israel has carried out a brazen sabotage and assassination campaign against Iran-backed Hezbollah in Lebanon, where the militant group has continued to fire missiles, rockets and drones at Israel. 
Israel is now undertaking what it has described as limited ground operations across its northern border with Lebanon to dig out Hezbollah. Airstrikes killed the group's leader, Hassan Nasrallah, and decimated its leadership.
Last month, thousands of explosives hidden in pagers and walkie-talkies used by Hezbollah detonated, killing dozens of people and maiming thousands, including many civilians. Israel is widely believed to be behind the attack

    


The U.S. has maintained a stepped-up troop presence in the region, to defend Israel and American interests in the Middle East. Washington has grown increasingly vocal with Israeli officials about the need to be kept in the loop on their decision-making to ensure the protection of U.S. forces.
Gallant had been scheduled to meet with Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin on Wednesday, but the Israelis postponed the visit, according to Pentagon spokeswoman Sabrina Singh.
The Biden-Netanyahu call took place one day after disclosures from journalist Bob Woodward's new book, "War" that Biden has privately made his frustration and distrust of the Israeli leader known.
The president privately unleashed a profanity-laden tirade, calling him a "son of a bitch" and a "bad f------ guy," according to the book. 

Biden said he felt, in Woodward's accounting, that Netanyahu "had been lying to him regularly," with Netanyahu "continuing to say he was going to kill every last member of Hamas." Woodward wrote, "Biden had told him that was impossible, threatening both privately and publicly to withhold offensive U.S. weapons shipment."
The White House declined to comment.
___
Goldenberg reported from Jerusalem. Associated Press writers Jill Colvin in New York and Lolita C. Baldor contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/biden-netanyahu-hamas-lebanon-hezbollah-gaza-iran-0a8d6d73d17e4b19fa68ec60ed99bc43



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Trump-Putin ties are back in the spotlight after new Woodward book | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Trump-Putin ties are back in the spotlight after new book describes calls

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - U.S. President Donald Trump, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, shake hands at the beginning of a meeting at the Presidential Palace in Helsinki, Finland, July 16, 2018. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A new book's assertion that former President Donald Trump may have had as many as seven private phone calls with Russian President Vladimir Putin since leaving the White House has refocused attention on their politically fraught relationship and on Trump's sustained dialogue with world leaders as he seeks a return to power.
It's not surprising in and of itself that an ex-president would preserve ties with foreign counterparts. But the detail in journalist Bob Woodward's book "War" raised eyebrows in light of a special counsel investigation during Trump's presidency that examined potential ties between Russia and the Republican's 2016 campaign as well as Trump's more recent criticism of U.S. aid to Ukraine as it fends off Russia's invasion -- statements that have hinted at a possible U.S. policy overhaul if he's elected.

    


"I would caution any world leader about trusting Vladimir Putin with anything," said Emily Harding, who led the Senate Intelligence Committee's investigation into 2016 Russian election interference and is now a national security expert at the Center for Strategic and International Studies.




Both Trump campaign and the Kremlin, which U.S. officials have said is working to influence the 2024 election in favor of Trump, denied the reporting.
Asked at a press briefing Wednesday, White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said the administration would have "serious concerns" if the reported calls were true.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We're not aware of those calls. I certainly can't confirm any of those calls from here," she said. "But, if it is indeed true, are we (concerned)? Do we have serious concerns? Yes."
It's no secret that Trump has held multiple meetings over the last year with major world leaders: hosting Hungary's nationalist prime minister, Viktor Orban, and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, sitting down in New York last April with Polish President Andrzej Duda and meeting Volodymyr Zelenskyy during the Ukrainian president's trip to the U.S. last month.

    


The meetings offer Trump an opportunity to differentiate his foreign policy approach from that of President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic presidential nominee, and to shore up connections if he reclaims the White House. During Netanyahu's visit in July, Trump boasted of a "great relationship," drawing a tacit contrast with the more strained dynamic between the Israeli leader and Biden.
While those meetings were known publicly, Woodward's book cites an unnamed aide as saying Trump and Putin had as many as seven private calls. That adds to long-running questions about their relationship and what Trump may be trying to achieve, said Robert Orttung, a professor of international affairs at George Washington University.
As president, "We never really understood why he liked Putin so much and why he was trying to develop such a close relationship with someone who is clearly an adversary and against everything the United States stands for," Orttung said.
Some claims about ties between Trump and allies and Russia have proved overheated or fizzled over time, but the subject continues to draw considerable public scrutiny, including after Trump left office.

    


The FBI and special counsel Robert Mueller spent several years investigating whether Russia had colluded with the 2016 Trump campaign to tip the outcome of the election. Though investigators did not establish a criminal conspiracy, they did find the Trump campaign actively welcomed Russia's help during the election and that the Russian government perceived it would benefit from a Trump presidency.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


In 2018, after meeting Putin in Helsinki, Trump memorably and publicly questioned his own intelligence agencies ' conclusion that Russia meddled in the election.
"I have great confidence in my intelligence people, but I will tell you that President Putin was extremely strong and powerful in his denial today," Trump said at the time. He added: "He just said it's not Russia. I will say this: I don't see any reason why it would be."

    


More recently, Trump called Putin "pretty smart" for invading Ukraine and has praised Russia's military record in historical conflicts, saying last month: "As somebody told me the other day, they beat Hitler, they beat Napoleon. That's what they do. They fight. And it's not pleasant."
The book, which also says Trump secretly sent Putin COVID-19 test machines during the height of the pandemic, does not describe the content of their conversations. 
Trump campaign spokesman Steven Cheung denied they occurred, calling the book by the famed Watergate journalist the "work of a truly demented and deranged man who suffers from a debilitating case of Trump Derangement Syndrome." Trump complained at a campaign event on Wednesday that "I had to go through years of Russia, Russia, Russia, and they knew it was fake."

    


A Kremlin spokesman also denied the calls happened. 
The book's details revived discussion about the Logan Act, a 1799 statute that bars private American citizens from trying to intervene in "disputes or controversies" between the United States and foreign powers without government approval.
The statute has produced just two criminal cases, none since the 1850s and neither resulting in a criminal conviction. Former presidents from Richard Nixon to Jimmy Carter to Bill Clinton have held talks with international figures after leaving the White House.
"Trump could be technically liable just as I think dozens of prominent figures have been technically liable," said Daniel Rice, a University of Arkansas law professor and constitutional law expert.
Among the possible reasons for the law's dormancy, Rice said, is a disinclination by prosecutors to "turn violators into martyrs" or to be seen as targeting a sitting president's political adversaries.
Trump himself was briefed by then-White House counsel Don McGahn about the Logan Act following a well-publicized episode involving his first national security adviser. In a phone call during the presidential transition period in 2016, Michael Flynn urged Russia's ambassador to the U.S. to be "even-keeled" in response to Obama administration penalties imposed for election interference and assured him that "we can have a better conversation" after Trump became president.
Flynn was interviewed by the FBI about that conversation and pleaded guilty to lying to agents about it, though Trump pardoned Flynn in the final weeks of his presidency.

Trump later called for former Secretary of State John Kerry to be prosecuted for violating the Logan Act over his conversations with Iran after he left the Obama administration. Kerry was never charged.
___
Associated Press writer Will Weissert in Washington contributed.
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            People who left their homes ahead of Hurricane Milton gathered Wednesday at a school-turned-shelter in West Bradenton, Florida. "Everybody's worried about the same thing. You know, if you have a home to come back to," said one resident. (AP video: Joe Frederick)
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            A jogger trots in light rain ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A person walks under light rain ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A view of some of the 700 evacuees in the gymnasium in shelter at River Ridge Middle/High School in preparation for Hurricane Milton on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New Port Richey, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)
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            A vehicle crosses a bridge as rain begins to fall ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A jogger trots as rain falls ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A person walks under light rain ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A view of some of the 700 evacuees in the gymnasium in shelter at River Ridge Middle/High School in preparation for Hurricane Milton on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New Port Richey, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)
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    Stay up to date: Follow AP's live coverage of Hurricane Milton and the 2024 hurricane season.


    



MIAMI (AP) -- Hurricane Milton is expected to unleash its greatest force over hundreds of thousands of immigrants who don't speak English, most of them Latin Americans harvesting oranges and tomatoes in the fields along Florida's I-4 corridor, washing dishes in restaurants, cleaning hotel rooms and working construction.

For the Spanish speakers and a smaller number of African refugees , new lives in the U.S. were already a daily struggle because of the language barrier and lack of resources. 

Milton has turned those obstacles into matters of life and death.
Migrants in the eye of the storm 



Florida is home to at least 4.8 million immigrants, according to the Pew Research Center. Orlando and Tampa are the metropolitan areas with the highest number of immigrants after Miami, the majority from Latin American countries such as Mexico and Venezuela.

In Central Florida, most migrants work in hospitality, construction and agriculture, picking strawberries, other berries, tomatoes and oranges. Many new arrivals don't have access to TV or internet access and don't know the best way to find information about Milton, a powerful storm that pushed state and local authorities to order evacuations in the areas where most of these immigrants live.

    





    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


Around 250,000 Mexicans live in the area where Hurricane Milton would hit hard and many fear leaving their trailer homes, or facing deportation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


"There is resistance to going to a shelter," Juan Sabines Guerrero, Mexican consul general in Orlando.

    



"There is no time to think about it," he urged compatriots in Florida. "They have to do it."

Sabines said that local authorities have assured consular officials "that they will not ask about immigration status."
Fighting fear about deportation to save lives



Guerrero and his staff have done several interviews with Spanish-language radio stations in the area and shared an interactive map about shelters in the area on social media platforms. They also have WhatsApp channels and an emergency hotline people can call.

    



Immigration advocates and consulate officials have been reaching out in Tampa, Orlando and central Florida towns to help with evacuation plans and otherwise prepare. They are sharing information in Spanish, French and African languages and making calls, sending text messages and sharing social media posts with information about shelters, evacuations and places to pick up sandbags, food, water, shelters and gasoline.

"In situations like a hurricane that are emergencies, it is not easy to find information in Spanish," said Jessica Ramirez, general coordinator at the Farmworker Association, which serves more than 10,000 immigrants. 

Nongovernmental organizations such as the Farmworker Association of Florida, the Florida Immigrant Coalition and Hope CommUnity Center have been translating information from state and local authorities and sharing it in Spanish through WhatsApp groups, Facebook, and social-media channels. 

Like other organizations that serve low-income Latino families in the area, they have received hundreds of calls from Spanish speaking immigrants who cannot find information in their language and don't understand English, asking for details about the storm.

    



    
    Here's what to know:

	Evacuations: Fifteen Florida counties, home to more than 7.2 million people, were under mandatory evacuation orders as of Wednesday morning. Officials are warning residents not to bank on the storm weakening.
	Landfall: Milton is expected to make landfall on the west coast of Florida late Wednesday as a Category 3 storm.
	Path: The storm is forecast to cross central Florida and to dump as much as 18 inches of rain while heading toward the Atlantic Ocean. 



    




A Mexican mom with a son who needs a respirator





Lupita Lara lives close to Orlando with her family and has a 23-year-old son with special needs who needs a respirator to sleep every night. She tried to submit an online application to request space at a special-needs shelter, but she had technical difficulties and after three hours she decided to call the Farmworker Association.

"I needed their help," said Lara, 47, who came from Mexico, speaks mainly Spanish and needed an English-speaker to call the shelter's office. "They don't have people who speak Spanish when we call," she said, talking about some of the offices in Orange County.

An advocate from the Farmworker Association made a three-way call and helped translate the conversation. The shelter's office confirmed that they had received her request but told her that she does not have any space guaranteed, said Lara. She now needs to go to one of the shelters and see if they have space.

"The problem is that people are afraid to call the authorities, so they call us," said Felipe Souza-Lazaballet, executive director at Hope CommUnity Center. "That's why we are essentially coordinating all of this information."

Advocates told the AP that other challenges that they see are lack of economic resources to buy food, water or supplies and fear among the undocumented population.
State policies spark fear that puts migrant lives at risk



In 2023 Florida approved one of the strictest immigration laws in the nation. It criminalized bringing people without permanent legal status into the state, invalidated any U.S. government identification they might have and blocked local governments from providing them with ID cards. Florida hospitals that receive Medicaid must ask patients about immigration status and businesses employing 25 or more people must verify their workers' legal status.

Some advocates told The Associated Press Wednesday that immigrants fear that if they went to a shelter they could be deported. They have the same fear if they request food or sandbags to protect their houses, even when authorities and the same advocates say that they will not ask for any identification.

They also fear that if they evacuate and move to another state, they will not be able to come back because of the Florida law imposing penalties for transporting immigrants without legal authorization.

"There is a lot of fear of deportation or worse that people live daily so these fears are highlighted in times of disasters when vulnerability is increased," said Dominique O'Connor, a climate-justice organizer at the Farmworker Association of Florida. 

O'Connor said that some shelters and sites that provide sandbags are asking for a form of identification, and there are some well-meaning military personnel or police officers giving out water, which is "very intimidating" for immigrants.
African migrants with legal status but higher language barriers



Agencies that work with the federal government to settle refugees placed about 200 families from Congo, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya, Nigeria and other African countries in the Tampa area. It has been almost impossible for them to find information without the help of someone to translate it into French, Swahili, Kinyarwanda, Arabic or another of the languages the refugees speak. 

Many of those living in affordable apartments in Tampa, Sarasota and Saint Petersburg do not have transportation and do not know where to go. 


"They are the most vulnerable," said Pierre Uwimana, a refugee organizer at the Florida Immigrant Coalition, which has been working with some of the refugee leaders to translate information about the storm and evacuations.

The few families with cars have been taking others to the shelters. Some have called police to transport them, Uwimana said.

"They are evacuating. This is something that they are not used to," he said. "They are really scared."

_____

Associated Press writer Rebecca Santana in Washington contributed to this report.
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            Mozambique is voting for a new president in an election on Wednesday that could extend the ruling party's 49 years in power since the southern African nation gained independence from Portugal in 1975. (AP Video: Yur Girao)
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            Independent candidate Venancio Mondlane holds up his finger after casting his vote in general elections in Maputo, Mozambique, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Equeio)
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            Vote counting gets underway at a polling station in Maputo, Mozambique, in general elections Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Uqueio)
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            4 of 24 | 
            Daniel Chapo, right, presidential candidate for the ruling Front for the Liberation of Mozambique party, holds up his finger after casting his vote in the general elections, in Inhambane, Mozambique, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            A woman walks out of a polling booth to cast her vote in general elections in Maputo, Mozambique, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Equeio)
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            6 of 24 | 
            A woman makes her way from a polling station after voting in general elections in Maputo, Mozambique, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Equeio)
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            Women are helped as they arrive to cast their ballots at a polling station, in general elections in Maputo, Mozambique, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Equeio)
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            People queue to cast their votes during general elections in Maputo, Mozambique, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Equeio)
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            9 of 24 | 
            People queue to cast their votes during the general elections in Maputo, Mozambique, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Charles Mangwiro)
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            10 of 24 | 
            Vote counting gets underway at a polling station in Maputo, Mozambique, in general elections Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Uqueio)
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            11 of 24 | 
            Supporters take part in a ruling party rally for presidential candidate Daniel Chapo, centre, ahead of elections, in Maputo, Mozambique, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Uqueio)
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            12 of 24 | 
            Independent candidate Venacio Mondlane, atop truck, attends an election rally in Maputo, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024 ahead of elections to be held in Mozambique. (AP Photo/Carlos Uqueio)
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            13 of 24 | 
            Independent candidate Venancio Mondlane, right, casts his vote in general elections in Maputo, Mozambique, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Equeio)
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            People queue to cast their votes during general elections in Maputo, Mozambique, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Equeio)
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            People queue to cast their votes during general elections in Maputo, Mozambique, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Equeio)
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            16 of 24 | 
            People queue to cast their votes during general elections in Maputo, Mozambique, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Equeio)
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            People queue to cast their votes during the general elections in Maputo, Mozambique, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Charles Mangwiro)
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            A building displays ruling party posters in support of presidential candidate Daniel Chapo ahead of elections in Maputo, Mozambique, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Uqueio)
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                                    Mozambique is voting for a new president in an election on Wednesday that could extend the ruling party's 49 years in power since the southern African nation gained independence from Portugal in 1975. (AP Video: Yur Girao)
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            Vote counting gets underway at a polling station in Maputo, Mozambique, in general elections Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Uqueio)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 24

                                    
                                    Vote counting gets underway at a polling station in Maputo, Mozambique, in general elections Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Uqueio)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 24 | 
            Daniel Chapo, right, presidential candidate for the ruling Front for the Liberation of Mozambique party, holds up his finger after casting his vote in the general elections, in Inhambane, Mozambique, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            A woman makes her way from a polling station after voting in general elections in Maputo, Mozambique, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Equeio)
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            People queue to cast their votes during general elections in Maputo, Mozambique, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Equeio)
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            People queue to cast their votes during the general elections in Maputo, Mozambique, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Charles Mangwiro)
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            Independent candidate Venacio Mondlane, atop truck, attends an election rally in Maputo, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024 ahead of elections to be held in Mozambique. (AP Photo/Carlos Uqueio)
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            People queue to cast their votes during general elections in Maputo, Mozambique, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Equeio)
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            Supporters take part in a ruling party rally to support presidential candidate Daniel Chapo ahead of elections, in Maputo, Mozambique, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Uqueio)
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                                        MAPUTO, Mozambique (AP) -- Mozambique began counting votes late Wednesday in a presidential election that is expected to extend the ruling party's 49 years in power, though the opposition was already alleging fraud and manipulation.
Independent candidate Venancio Mondlane, a newcomer to national politics, posed the biggest challenge to the governing party's candidate, Daniel Chapo.
Mondlane and the two other challengers raised concerns over the election's fairness, claiming among other things that ballot boxes had been unsealed before voting ended and that some of their delegates were denied accreditation to monitor the voting.
"I trust the electoral process, but not the people deployed to run the election," Mondlane said.
The governing Front for the Liberation of Mozambique, or Frelimo, has routinely denied that it rigs elections following allegations of tampering in previous votes. The leftist former liberation movement has been in power in the southern African country since independence from Portugal in 1975.

    


Chapo, 47, seeks to succeed President Filipe Nyusi, who has served a maximum two terms.




But the 50-year-old Mondlane has invigorated disaffected youth in a country blessed with rich natural resources, but weighed down by instability, climate shocks and unemployment.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


People also voted for the makeup of Parliament and for provincial governors in the country of around 33 million people that still bears the scars of a 15-year civil war that ended in 1992, and more recently has been shaken by an ongoing violent jihadi insurgency in the north.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ending that seven-year insurgency and bringing stability to Cabo Delgado province, where a multibillion-dollar natural gas project has stalled because of the violence, is a pledge by both leading candidates.
"All Mozambicans have high hopes from the new president," said 69-year-old Baptista Antonio, who voted at a school in the capital and Indian Ocean port city of Maputo. "I was born during the colonial era and saw many transformations of the country, from wars to development, and all I can say is it's a work in progress. There are many challenges ahead."

    


Counting began soon after polls closed during the early evening in the one-day election. The full results must be delivered to the Constitutional Council within 15 days of polls closing to be validated and formally declared. Around 17 million people are registered to vote.
The credibility of the election was expected to come under scrutiny. Frelimo was accused of ballot-stuffing and falsifying results in previous votes, including last year's local elections. Borges Nhamire, an analyst at the Institute for Security Studies in neighboring South Africa, said that those elections were manipulated by Frelimo and that more of the same was expected this time.
"In Mozambique, the person who is declared the winner is not always the winner at the polls," Nhamire said.
Teams of regional and international election observers are in Mozambique, including from the European Union and African Union.

    


Frelimo effectively established a one-party state following independence and fought a civil war against the rebel Mozambique National Resistance, or Renamo, for a decade and a half. The country held its first elections in 1994, two years after a peace agreement.
Renamo is contesting this election and party leader Ossufo Momade, a military commander in the civil war, is its candidate for president. The peace between Frelimo and Renamo has been fragile, with an outbreak of more fighting in 2013. Momade and outgoing President Nyusi signed another peace deal in 2019.
Tensions remain, although the AU has said that this is the first election in Mozambique without the presence of armed groups connected to political parties after a successful process to disarm Renamo militias.
The fourth candidate for president is Lutero Simango of the Mozambique Democratic Movement, who is viewed as an outsider. 
Frelimo's Chapo praised Mozambicans for a peaceful campaign period as he voted in the southern city of Inhambane. "I thank the entire Mozambican population for this opportunity we have today," he said.

    


The independent Mondlane, who broke away from Renamo, is supported by a new party after an opposition group that he aligned with before the election was barred from contesting, which drew more accusations that Frelimo was trying to manipulate the process. His emergence, with large crowds at his rallies, is a new challenge to Frelimo, which has traditionally won national elections comfortably.
Frelimo was declared the winner with more than 70% of the vote in an election five years ago. The Pangea risk company, which provides security and investment advice on developing countries, said that Chapo's election has been "carefully stage-managed" by Frelimo.

Chapo, a law professor, was the governor of southern Inhambane province -- Mozambique's flagship tourism region -- before winning an internal party vote in May to become Frelimo's presidential candidate.
Chapo would be Mozambique's first leader born after independence if he wins.
___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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            A fake watermelon, used to disguised a shipment of methamphetamines, is shown after a bust by U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Friday, Aug. 16, 2024, in Otay Mesa, Calif. (U.S. Customs and Border Protection via AP)
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            Dr. Aneesh Naran stands outside the Banner University Medical Center emergency room after his shift, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024 in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- On just one sweltering day during the hottest June on record in Phoenix, a 38-year-old man collapsed under a freeway bridge and a 41-year-old woman was found slumped outside a business. Both had used methamphetamine before dying from an increasingly dangerous mix of soaring temperatures and stimulants.

Meth is showing up more often as a factor in the deaths of people who died from heat-related causes in the U.S., according to an Associated Press analysis of data from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Death certificates show about one in five heat-related deaths in recent years involved methamphetamine. In Arizona, Texas, Nevada and California, officials found the drug in nearly a third of heat deaths in 2023.

Meth is more common in heat-related deaths than the deadly opioid fentanyl. As a stimulant, it increases body temperature, impairs the brain's ability to regulate body heat and makes it harder for the heart to compensate for extreme heat.

    



If hot weather has already raised someone's body temperature, consuming alcohol or opioids can exacerbate the physical effects, "but meth would be the one that you would be most concerned about," said Bob Anderson, chief of statistical analysis at the National Center for Health Statistics.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


The trend has emerged as a synthetic drug manufactured south of the border by Mexican drug cartels has largely replaced the domestic version of meth fictionalized in the TV series "Breaking Bad." Typically smoked in a glass pipe, a single dose can cost as little as a few dollars.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


At the same time, human-caused climate change has made it much easier to die from heat-related causes in places like Phoenix, Las Vegas and California's southeastern desert. This has been Earth's hottest summer on record.

Phoenix baked in triple-digit heat for 113 straight days and hit 117 degrees Fahrenheit (47.2 Celsius) in late September -- uncharacteristic even for a city synonymous with heat. The triple digits have carried into October -- this week, the National Weather Service again warned of excessive heat.

    



"Putting on a jacket can increase body temperature in a cold room. If it's hot outside, we can take off the jacket," explained Rae Matsumoto, dean of the Daniel K. Inouye College of Pharmacy at the University of Hawaii in Hilo. But people using the stimulant in the outdoor heat "can't take off the meth jacket."

These fatalities are particularly prevalent in the Southwest, where meth overdoses overall have risen since the mid-2000s.

In Maricopa County, America's hottest major metropolitan area, substances including street drugs, alcohol and certain prescription medicines for psychiatric conditions and blood pressure control were involved in about two-thirds, or 419 of the 645 heat-related deaths documented last year. Meth was detected in about three-quarters of these drug cases and was often the primary cause of death, public health data show. Fentanyl was found in just under half of them.

In Pima County, home to Tucson, Arizona's second most populous city, methamphetamine was a factor in one-quarter of the 84 heat-related deaths reported so far this year, the medical examiner's office said.

    



In metro Las Vegas, heat was a factor in 294 deaths investigated last year by the Clark County coroner's office, and 39% involved illicit and prescription drugs and alcohol. Of those, meth was detected in three-fourths. 

The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration notes in its 2024 National Drug Threat Assessment that 31% of all drug-related deaths in the U.S. are now caused by stimulants that speed up the nervous system, primarily meth. More than 17,000 people in the U.S. died from fatal overdoses and poisonings related to stimulants in the first half of 2023, according to preliminary CDC data.





Although overdoses have been more associated with opiates like fentanyl, medical professionals say overdosing on meth is possible if a large amount is ingested. Higher blood pressure and a quickened heart rate can then provoke a heart attack or stroke.

    



"All of your normal physiological ways of coping with heat are compromised with the use of methamphetamines," said Dr. Aneesh Narang, an emergency medicine physician at Banner University Medical Center in downtown Phoenix.

Narang, who sits on a board that reviews overdose fatalities, said the "vast majority" of the heat stroke patients seen in his hospital's emergency department this summer had used street drugs, most commonly methamphetamine.

Because of its proximity to the U.S.-Mexico border, Phoenix is considered a "source city" where large amounts of newly smuggled meth are stored and packaged into relatively tiny doses for distribution, said Det. Matt Shay, a seasoned narcotics investigator with the Maricopa County Sheriff's Office.

"It's an amazing amount that comes in constantly every day," Shay said. "It's also very cheap."

    



U.S. Customs and Border Protection seized about 164,000 pounds (about 74,000 kilograms) of meth at the U.S.-Mexico border this last fiscal year ending Sept. 30, up from the 140,000 pounds (about 63,500 kilograms) captured in the previous 12 months.

And sellers often target homeless people, Shay said.

"It's a customer base that is easy to find and exploit," Shay said. "If you're an enterprising young drug dealer, all you need is some type of transportation and you just cruise around and they swarm your car."

Jason Elliott, a 51-year-old unemployed machinist, said he's heard of several heat-related deaths involving meth during his three years on the streets in Phoenix.

"It's pretty typical," said Elliot, noting that stimulants enable people to stay awake and alert to prevent being robbed in shelters or outdoors. "What else can you do? You have stuff; you go to sleep, you wake up and your stuff is gone."

Dr. Nick Staab, assistant medical director of the Maricopa County Department of Public Health, said brochures were printed this summer and distributed in cooling centers to spread the word about the risk of using stimulants and certain prescription medicines in extreme heat.


But it's unclear how many are being reached. People who use drugs may not be welcomed at some cooling centers. A better solution, according to Stacey Cope, capacity building and education director for the harm reduction nonprofit Sonoran Prevention Works, is to lower barriers to entry so that people most at risk "are not expected to be absent from drugs, or they're not expected to leave during the hottest part of the day."

___

Wildeman reported from Hartford, Connecticut. 
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            As if the largest bug to ever live - a monster nearly 9 feet long with several dozen legs - wasn't terrifying enough, scientists could only just imagine what the extinct beast's head looked like.
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            This illustration provided by researchers in October 2024 depicts a juvenile Arthropleura insect reconstructed using fossils discovered in Montceau-les-Mines, France. (Mickael Lheritier, Jean Vannier, Alexandra Giupponi via AP)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- As if the largest bug to ever live - a monster nearly 9 feet long with several dozen legs - wasn't terrifying enough, scientists could only just imagine what the extinct beast's head looked like.
That's because many of the fossils of these creatures are headless shells that were left behind when they molted, squirming out of their exoskeletons through the head opening as they grew ever bigger -- up to 8 to 9 feet (2.6 meters) and more than 100 pounds (50 kilograms).
Now, scientists have produced a mug shot after studying fossils of juveniles that were complete and very well preserved, if not quite cute.
The giant bug's topper was a round bulb with two short bell-shaped antennae, two protruding eyes like a crab, and a rather small mouth adapted for grinding leaves and bark, according to new research published Wednesday in Science Advances. 

    


Called Arthropleura, these were arthropods -- the group that includes crabs, spiders and insects - with features of modern-day centipedes and millipedes. But some of them were much, much bigger, and this one was a surprising mix. 
"We discovered that it had the body of a millipede, but head of a centipede," said study co-author and paleobiologist Mickael Lheritier at the University Claude Bernard Lyon in Villeurbanne, France.




The largest Arthropleura may have been the biggest bugs to ever live, although there is still a debate. They may be a close second to an extinct giant sea scorpion.

    
    This story is featured in our One Notable Number series, which spotlights the key numbers leading our coverage.
Take a look at more Notable Numbers here.
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Researchers in Europe and North America have been collecting fragments and footprints of the huge bugs since the late 1800s.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We have been wanting to see what the head of this animal looked like for a really long time," said James Lamsdell, a paleobiologist at West Virginia University, who was not involved in the study.
To produce a model of the head, researchers first used CT scans to study fossil specimens of fully intact juveniles embedded in rocks found in a French coal field in the 1980s.

    


This technique allowed the researchers to scrutinize "hidden details like bits of the head that are still embedded in the rock" without marring the fossil, Lamsdell said.
"When you chip away at rock, you don't know what part of a delicate fossil may have been lost or damaged," he said.
The juvenile fossil specimens only measured about 2 inches (6 centimeters) and it's possible they were a type of Arthropleura that didn't grow to enormous sizes. But even if so, the researchers said they are close enough kin to provide a glimpse of what adults looked like - whether giant or of a less nightmarish size -- when they were alive 300 million years ago.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            A Welcome to Waukegan City sign is seen in Waukegan, Ill., Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Matt Muchowkshi, chair of the Waukegan Township Democrats, looks outside from the Waukegan Township Democrats office in Waukegan, Ill., Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Sam Cunningham, the 40th mayor of Waukegan, poses for photos in Waukegan, Ill., Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Pastor Julie Contreras wipes tears as she has an interview with a reporter in Waukegan, Ill., Monday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Pedestrians walk past the Waukegan Township Democrats office in Waukegan, Ill., Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Margaret Padilla Carrasco, 65, who has lived in Waukegan her entire life, poses for a photo in Waukegan, Ill., Monday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Pins are displayed on the table at the Waukegan Township Democrats office in Waukegan, Ill., Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Thomas Maillard, the director of city government affairs, poses for photos in Waukegan, Ill., Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            An aerial view of Waukegan Harbor in Waukegan, Ill., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            A person walks past a ballot drop-box for Lake County in downtown Waukegan in Waukegan, Ill., Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 20 | 
            People walk past a theatre in Waukegan, Ill., Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            NRG Waukegan Generation Station on the Lake Michigan lakeshore is seen in Waukegan, Ill., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Customers shop at a grocery store in Waukegan, Ill., Friday, Sept. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Clyde McLemore, executive director for Black Lives Matter Lake County, listens as he attends the city council meeting in Waukegan, Ill., Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            A pedestrian walks past the Waukegan Township Democrats office in Waukegan, Ill., Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Matt Muchowkshi, chair of the Waukegan Township Democrats, looks around at the Waukegan Township Democrats office in Waukegan, Ill., Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Clyde McLemore, executive director for Black Lives Matter Lake County, listens as he interviews with a reporter after the city council meeting in Waukegan, Ill., Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            A mural is seen outside of a grocery store in Waukegan, Ill., Friday, Sept. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            20 of 20 | 
            An aerial view of buildings in Waukegan, Ill., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Matt Muchowkshi, chair of the Waukegan Township Democrats, looks outside from the Waukegan Township Democrats office in Waukegan, Ill., Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Margaret Padilla Carrasco, 65, who has lived in Waukegan her entire life, poses for a photo in Waukegan, Ill., Monday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Clyde McLemore, executive director for Black Lives Matter Lake County, listens as he attends the city council meeting in Waukegan, Ill., Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            A pedestrian walks past the Waukegan Township Democrats office in Waukegan, Ill., Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Matt Muchowkshi, chair of the Waukegan Township Democrats, looks around at the Waukegan Township Democrats office in Waukegan, Ill., Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Clyde McLemore, executive director for Black Lives Matter Lake County, listens as he interviews with a reporter after the city council meeting in Waukegan, Ill., Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    18 of 20

                                    
                                    Clyde McLemore, executive director for Black Lives Matter Lake County, listens as he interviews with a reporter after the city council meeting in Waukegan, Ill., Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            19 of 20 | 
            A mural is seen outside of a grocery store in Waukegan, Ill., Friday, Sept. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            An aerial view of buildings in Waukegan, Ill., Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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                                        WAUKEGAN, Ill. (AP) -- On a table at the office of the Waukegan Township Democrats sits a box of postcards with Wisconsin addresses that were collected during a postcard-writing pizza party to help turn out voters there. Leaning against the table are homemade Harris-Walz signs.
"We know they're handing these out everywhere in Wisconsin," said Matt Muchowski, chair of the Democratic club. "Here in Waukegan, it's been harder to get a hold of Harris yard signs, so we're printing out our own."
One reason they've been in short supply: Waukegan is in Illinois, which is not a presidential swing state. It just sits across the border from one.
Muchowski said this is emblematic of the limited attention cities outside of swing states receive from presidential campaigns. The United States' unique Electoral College system, which replaces the popular vote, puts disproportionate voting power in the hands of a relative few states that are evenly divided politically and ensures that the majority of campaign dollars -- and attention from the presidential candidates -- goes to those states.

    


The lack of attention leaves voters in much of the country feeling as if they and the issues they care about have been sidelined. It's a dividing line that is felt acutely in places such as Waukegan, one of Chicago's farthest-flung suburbs.




The last time a presidential candidate set foot in the working class, majority Latino city was when former President Donald Trump landed at its airport in 2020. Trump walked off Air Force One, gave a single wave, and then immediately climbed into an SUV headed across the border to Kenosha, Wisconsin.
'Lost in the national conversation'

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In Racine, a Wisconsin city of a similar size just 50 miles north of Waukegan, Trump hosted a rally in June near a harbor overlooking Lake Michigan, where he gushed about the development along the lakeshore, spoke about revitalization efforts in Racine and the Milwaukee metropolitan area, and emphasized their voters' importance in his attempt to return to the White House.

    


Just a month earlier, before he dropped out of the race, President Joe Biden lauded a new Microsoft center in Racine County during a campaign stop in the city. The city just south of Milwaukee has become a common stomping ground for presidential hopefuls as Wisconsin, one of just seven battleground states likely to determine this year's presidential race, remains heavily targeted by the campaigns of Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris.
Cities such as Waukegan become "lost in the national conversation" during presidential elections, said Muchowski, who has lived in the area most of his life.
"It's not so much the candidates as it is the anti-democratic Electoral College," he said. "... It's frustrating that certain voters' votes count for more, and they discount and discredit the votes of more urban, more people of color voters."
Campaigns visits to neighboring Wisconsin: 27
Illinois is a reliably Democratic state -- it hasn't voted for a Republican presidential candidate since George H.W. Bush in 1988. That predictability is reflected in the presidential campaigns every four years.

    


Except for fundraisers, the Republican and Democratic presidential tickets have been to Illinois just twice this year -- once for an appearance by Trump before a group representing Black journalists and once by Harris when she came to Chicago for her party's national convention. By comparison, they had visited Wisconsin 27 times through Tuesday, including when Biden was the presumptive nominee.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


This year's presidential battleground states -- Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, North Carolina, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin -- represent 18% of the country's population but have dominated the attention of the Democratic and Republican presidential candidates and their running mates.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Through Tuesday, they have had just over 200 total campaign stops -- three-quarters of which have been to those seven states, according to a database of campaign events that is based on Associated Press reporting. Pennsylvania alone has been visited 41 times, the most of any state.

    


But it's not just the state visits: The presidential campaigns are tailoring their appearances to specific counties they believe are crucial to their success. The AP's database shows their campaign events in the seven battleground states have been concentrated in counties with 22.7 million registered voters -- just 10% of all voters registered nationally for this year's presidential election.
The issue flared briefly on the campaign trail this week. Speaking Tuesday during a fundraiser at the Sacramento home of California Gov. Gavin Newsom, vice presidential nominee Tim Walz said he favored the idea of a national popular vote: "I think all of us know the Electoral College needs to go," he told donors.
He quickly added that eliminating it wasn't realistic. Doing so would require a constitutional amendment and broad bipartisan agreement in Congress and between the states.

    


Walz's pitch to donors was that their money was needed so the campaign could get its message to voters in targeted areas of Nevada, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and other battlegrounds. In a statement afterward, a Harris-Walz spokesperson said the Minnesota governor was describing for donors how the campaign was building its strategy to win the 270 electoral votes needed for victory.
Electoral College, a system of 'neglect'
Many residents of Waukegan wish it also could get on the candidates' radar. They said they're proud of how multiculturalism has shaped their city, a place where almost 60% of residents are Latino and more than 16% are Black, according to 2020 U.S. Census data.
The working class community was largely built on factory jobs that once offered residents a comfortable, middle class life. But after companies abandoned the city's lakefront, starting in the 1960s, tens of thousands of jobs disappeared.
Waukegan never fully recovered.
Its poverty and unemployment rates rise well above the state and national averages. Its school district is one of the worst-funded in the county, struggles with understaffing and has dismal graduation rates. And its lakeshore is a sagging reminder of the city's heyday: An asbestos manufacturing plant, a coal plant and a gypsum factory all sit silent beside public beaches. Beside them are a crisscrossed network of abandoned railroad tracks.
The industries brought with them another problem -- a legacy of environmental damage. The city of around 86,000 residents has five federal Superfund sites. In 2019, the state's pollution control board ruled that Waukegan's coal plant violated environmental regulations and contaminated groundwater, and it was shuttered three years later.
The scene in Waukegan contrasts with Racine's pristine lakefront marina, where luxury condos flank coffee shops, restaurants and hotels.
Thomas Maillard, the Democratic State Central Committeeman for Illinois' 10th Congressional District and a lifelong Lake County resident, said the contrast between the two cities is clear. In Waukegan, he said he worries about gun violence and access to well-paying jobs, affordable housing, child care and health care.
"The history of Waukegan, unfortunately, is the history of this country's neglect of those Rust Belt communities, especially along the Great Lakes," he said. "... People are struggling."
Maillard pointed to the Electoral College system as a culprit, calling it "a system of potential neglect."
'You need to hear us'
Sam Cunningham, a former mayor of Waukegan, said people feel forgotten in the city that he's called home since elementary school. It's clear, he said, that the national agenda prioritizes some states over others.
"They're probably thinking, 'Why should we put money over here when we need it in these battleground states?'" he said. "I understand the logic, but understand how we feel. Do we feel slighted? Of course we do. It doesn't mean it doesn't hurt."
Margaret Padilla Carrasco, who has lived in the Waukegan area her entire life, drove to Milwaukee in August to see Harris speak. If Harris were to visit Waukegan, Carrasco said she would take her to the deteriorating houses on the south side of the city, to assisted living facilities where senior citizens are struggling to pay their bills and to a homeless shelter near her home.
Her message to Harris, she said, is to not count on their votes. Saddled with job losses and a rising cost of living, people in Waukegan are frustrated, she said. While she still plans to vote for Harris, Carrasco hears of more and more Waukegan voters pulling away from the Democratic Party, which has long won the lion's share of the city's votes.
"If you don't spend the time with us, then don't expect us to vote for you," said Carrasco, 65, who trains young Latinas in Waukegan to ride horses in traditional Mexican Charro style. "You need to hear us. You need to talk to us."
James Richard Wynn, a 35-year-old father of nine, said he feels doubly forgotten in Waukegan as a conservative in the predominantly Democratic city. He said he and the issues he cares most about -- homeschooling, abortion restrictions, Second Amendment rights and government spending -- often go ignored by presidential candidates.
"There is probably a mindset amongst a lot of conservatives, especially in Illinois, who think there's no point in saying anything," he said.
'A city of grit and imagination'
Despite limited political attention, several residents praised what they described as Waukegan's do-it-yourself spirit, which often translates into grassroots political organizing around issues such as housing and environmental justice.
On a sunny Tuesday recently, Pastor Julie Contreras, who helps support recent immigrants in the city, had a long to-do list. She was gathering community members to rebuild the roof for an undocumented couple whose house was damaged in a storm. Then she had to collect diaper donations for a woman who had just given birth.
This is the Waukegan most people don't see, said Contreras, an advocate with the local nonprofit United Giving Hope. She chastised candidates for just dropping in to the city's airport before they head to Wisconsin without engaging with the voters there about their struggles.
"They're missing out on a wonderful community right here," she said.
Muchowski, of the Waukegan Township Democrats, said when the city feels ignored, its residents take care of each other. It's something they've gotten used to, he said.
"Waukegan, for a lot of people, is a city of grit and imagination," Muchowski said. "I don't know a lot of people who are like, 'I want to move across the country to Waukegan.' But the people that come here really see the potential."
If only, he said, candidates would see the potential, too.
___
Associated Press multimedia journalist Kevin S. Vineys and political writers Chris Megerian and Will Weissert in Washington contributed to this report.
___

The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Bakery that makes Sara Lee and Entenmann's pushes back on FDA sesame warning
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                    FILE - Bimbo bread is displayed on a shelf of a supermarket in Anaheim, Calif., on April 24, 2003. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, Files)
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                                        A top U.S. commercial bakery is pushing back on a Food and Drug Administration warning to stop using labels that say its products contain sesame -- a potentially dangerous allergen -- when they don't. 
Bimbo Bakeries USA, which includes brands such as Sara Lee, Entenmann's and Ball Park buns and rolls, appears to be defying an FDA warning sent in June that said the several of the company's products are "misbranded" because the labels list sesame or tree nuts even though those ingredients aren't in the foods.
In a response to the FDA, Bimbo officials said they wouldn't change their sesame labeling. The company said it has plants where some products are made with sesame and some are not. But when it came to labeling, the company said it declares sesame as an ingredient and uses the same packaging for all of the products to prevent people from inadvertently eating foods that can trigger potentially life-threatening reactions.

    


"We think our approach is the most protective of sesame-allergic consumers," the company wrote in a July 1 letter obtained by the advocacy group Center for Science in the Public Interest and shared with The Associated Press. 




Bimbo officials confirmed their position in an email to the AP on Wednesday, calling it a "conservative approach" for consistent labeling of nationally distributed products. 
FDA officials declined to comment, saying they would respond directly to the company. By law, the agency can take actions ranging from recalls to civil fines and criminal charges against companies that fail to heed warning letters. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But CSPI and other food safety advocates said the standoff continues a practice that misleads the estimated 33 million Americans with food allergies and results in limited choices for the more than 1.6 million who are allergic to sesame. 
"We depend on accurate food labeling to feel safe," said Sung Poblete, chief executive of the nonprofit group FARE, Food Allergy Research & Education. "We depend on accurate labeling to make the food choices that we make." 

    


The impasse follows a 2023 federal law that requires that all foods made and sold in the U.S. to be labeled if they contain sesame. 
Bimbo Bakeries, which bills itself as the nation's largest commercial baking company, was among several food producers and restaurant chains that began adding small amounts of sesame to foods that didn't have it previously -- and then listing it as an ingredient. 
Several companies said they did that because it was too difficult and expensive to keep sesame used in one part of a baking plant out of another and they wanted to avoid liability and cost. The FDA has said that such actions are legal, although they violate the spirit of the law. 
While Bimbo hasn't changed sesame labeling, company officials told the agency they did change labels for certain breads that said they included tree nuts when they did not. The new labels now say the breads include hazelnut, the only tree nut used in the products, the company indicated. 
CSPI had petitioned FDA in 2023 to halt the practice of adding sesame to foods to prevent risks of cross-contamination. It's not clear what action the agency will take over Bimbo's refusal to heed a warning letter, said Sarah Sorscher, CSPI's director of regulatory affairs. 

    


"It's so unusual to see a big company like Bimbo calling the FDA's bluff," she added. 
___
This story has been updated to correct spelling of Sara Lee.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    FILE - Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers speaks speaks at Laborfest, Sept. 2, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash, File)
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Justices on the Wisconsin Supreme Court said Wednesday that Gov. Tony Evers' creative use of his expansive veto power in an attempt to lock in a school funding increase for 400 years appeared to be "extreme" and "crazy" but questioned whether and how it should be reined in.
"It does feel like the sky is the limit, the stratosphere is the limit," Justice Jill Karofsky said during oral arguments, referring to the governor's veto powers. "Perhaps today we are at the fork in the road ... I think we're trying to think should we, today in 2024, start to look at this differently."
The case, supported by the Republican-controlled Legislature, is the latest flashpoint in a decades-long fight over just how broad Wisconsin's governor's partial veto powers should be. The issue has crossed party lines, with Republicans and Democrats pushing for more limitations on the governor's veto over the years.

    


In this case, Evers made the veto in question in 2023. His partial veto increased how much revenue K-12 public schools can raise per student by $325 a year until 2425. Evers took language that originally applied the $325 increase for the 2023-24 and 2024-25 school years and instead vetoed the "20" and the hyphen to make the end date 2425, more than four centuries from now.




"The veto here approaches the absurd and exceeds any reasonable understanding of legislative or voter intent in adopting the partial veto or subsequent limits," attorneys for legal scholar Richard Briffault, of Columbia Law School, said in a filing with the court ahead of arguments.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That argument was cited throughout the oral arguments by justices and Scott Rosenow, attorney for Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce Litigation Center, which handles lawsuits for the state's largest business lobbying group and brought the case.
The court should strike down Evers' partial veto and declare that the state constitution forbids the governor from striking digits to create a new year or to remove language to create a longer duration than the one approved by the Legislature, Rosenow argued.

    


Finding otherwise would give governors unlimited power to alter numbers in a budget bill, Rosenow argued.
Justices appeared to agree that limits were needed, but they grappled with where to draw the line.
When legal scholars and others look at what Wisconsin courts have allowed relative to partial vetoes, "they think it's crazy because it is crazy," said Justice Brian Hagedorn. "We allow governors to unilaterally create law that has not been proposed to them at all. It is a mess of this court's making."
The initial reaction from anyone would be that a 400-year veto is "extreme," said Justice Rebecca Dallet, but the question is whether it's within the governor's authority to use the partial veto to extend the duration of dates.
"The governor is becoming the most powerful person in the state, arguably, to just make the law whatever he declares," said Justice Rebecca Bradley.
Evers, his attorney Colin Roth argued Wednesday, was simply using a longstanding partial veto process that is allowed under the law.

    


The court, controlled 4-3 by liberals, will issue a written ruling in the coming months.
Wisconsin's partial veto power was created by a 1930 constitutional amendment, but it's been weakened over the years, including in reaction to vetoes made by former governors, both Republicans and Democrats.
Voters adopted constitutional amendments in 1990 and 2008 that removed the ability to strike individual letters to make new words -- the "Vanna White" veto -- and the power to eliminate words and numbers in two or more sentences to create a new sentence -- the "Frankenstein" veto. 
The lawsuit before the court on Wednesday contends that Evers' partial veto is barred under the 1990 constitutional amendment prohibiting the "Vanna White" veto, named the co-host of the game show Wheel of Fortune who flips letters to reveal word phrases.
But Evers argued that the "Vanna White" veto ban applies only to striking individual letters to create new words, not vetoing digits to create new numbers. 

    


Reshaping state budgets through the partial veto is a longstanding act of gamesmanship in Wisconsin between the governor and Legislature, as lawmakers try to craft bills in a way that is largely immune from creative vetoes.

The Wisconsin Supreme Court, then controlled by conservatives, undid three of Evers' partial vetoes in 2020, but a majority of justices did not issue clear guidance on what was allowed. Two justices did say that partial vetoes can't be used to create new policies.
___
This story has been updated to correct the spelling of Evers' attorney's first name. It is Colin, not Clin.
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                    FILE - A Social Security card is displayed on Oct. 12, 2021, in Tigard, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Sherri Myers, an 82-year-old resident of Pensacola City, Florida, says the Social Security cost-of-living increase she'll receive in January "won't make a dent" in helping her meet her day-to-day expenses. 
"Inflation has eaten up my savings," she said. "I don't have anything to fall back on -- the cushion is gone." So even with the anticipated increase she's looking for work to supplement her retirement income, which consists of a small pension and her Social Security benefits.
About 70.6 million Social Security recipients are expected to receive a smaller cost of living increase for 2025 than in recent years, as inflation has moderated. The Social Security Administration makes the official COLA announcement Thursday, and analysts predicted in advance it would be 2.5% for 2025. Recipients received a 3.2% increase in their benefits in 2024, after a historically large 8.7% benefit increase in 2023, brought on by record 40-year-high inflation.

    


The AARP estimates that a 2.5 percent COLA would increase the average benefit for a retiree who receives about $1,920 a month by $48 a month starting in January 2025.




"I think a lot of seniors are going to say that this is not really enough to keep up with prices," said AARP Senior Vice President of Government Affairs Bill Sweeney.
The silver lining is that it's an indication that inflation is moderating, he said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The announcement comes as the national social insurance plan faces a severe financial shortfall in the coming years.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

The annual Social Security and Medicare trustees report released in May said the program's trust fund will be unable to pay full benefits beginning in 2035. If the trust fund is depleted, the government will be able to pay only 83% of scheduled benefits, the report said.
The program is financed by payroll taxes collected from workers and their employers. The maximum amount of earnings subject to Social Security payroll taxes was $168,600 for 2024, up from $160,200 in 2023. Analysts estimate that the maximum amount will go up to $174,900 in 2025.

    


On the presidential campaign trail, Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald Trump have presented dueling plans on how they would strengthen Social Security. 
Harris says on her campaign website that she will protect Social Security by "making millionaires and billionaires pay their fair share in taxes." 
Trump promises that he would not cut the social program or make changes to the retirement age. Trump also pledges tax cuts for older Americans, posting on Truth Social in July that "SENIORS SHOULD NOT PAY TAX ON SOCIAL SECURITY!"
AARP conducted interviews with both Harris and Trump in late August, and asked how the candidates would protect the Social Security Trust Fund.
Harris said she would make up for the shortfall by "making billionaires and big corporations pay their fair share in taxes and use that money to protect and strengthen Social Security for the long haul." 
Trump said "we'll protect it with growth. I don't want to do anything having to do with increasing age. I won't do that. As you know, I was there for four years and never even thought about doing it. I'm going to do nothing to Social Security."

    


Lawmakers have proposed a variety of solutions to deal with the funding shortfall.
The Republican Study Committee's Fiscal Year 2025 plan has proposed cutting Social Security costs by raising the retirement age and reducing the annual COLA. Trump has not endorsed the plan. 
Linda Benesch, a spokeswoman for Social Security Works, an advocacy group for the social insurance program, said "we are concerned about this Republican Study Committee budget, and the provisions in it that would cut benefits for retirees."

Social Security Works endorsed Harris for president in July, in part for her decision as a California senator, to co-sponsor a bill that called on the Social Security Administration to use a different index to calculate cost of living increase: the CPI-E, which measures price changes based on the spending patterns of the elderly, like health care, food and medicine costs.
The COLA is currently calculated according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics' Consumer Price Index, or CPI. 
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                    FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives to speak during a campaign rally at Dodge County Airport, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024, in Juneau, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Nearly a decade into the Trump Era of politics, less than a month from his third Election Day as the Republican candidate for president and there is still remarkably little consensus within the media about how best to cover Donald Trump.
Are reporters "sanewashing" Trump, or are they succumbing to the "banality of crazy?" Should his rallies be aired at length, or not at all? To fact-check or not fact-check?
"If it wasn't so serious, I would just be fascinated by all of it," said Parker Molloy, media critic and author of The Present Age column on Substack. "If it didn't have to do with who is going to be president, I would watch this and marvel at how difficult it is to cover one person who seems to challenge all of the rules of journalism."
Books and studies will be written about Trump and the press long after he is gone. He's always been press-conscious and press-savvy, even as a celebrity builder in Manhattan who took a keen interest in what tabloid gossip columns said about him. Most issues stem from Trump's disdain for constraints, his willingness to say the outrageous and provably untrue, and for his fans to believe him instead of those reporting on him.

    


It has even come full circle, where some experts now think the best way to cover him is to give people a greater opportunity to hear what he says -- the opposite of what was once conventional wisdom.




'Sanewashing' creates an alternative narrative, some say
Molloy first used the phrase "sanewashing" this fall to describe a tendency among journalists to launder some of Trump's wilder or barely coherent statements to make them seem like the cogent pronouncements of a typical politician. One example she cites: CNN distilling a Trump post on Truth Social that rambled on about the "radical left" and "fake news" into a straight news lead about the former president agreeing to debate his Democratic opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

At its best, polishing Trump creates an alternative narrative, she said. At its worst, it's misinformation.

    


During a Wisconsin rally the last weekend of September, Trump talked of danger from criminals allowed in the country illegally. "They will walk into your kitchen, they'll cut your throat," he said. The New Republic writer Michael Tomasky was surprised not to find the quote in The New York Times' and Washington Post's coverage, although The Times noted that Trump vilified undocumented immigrants, and there were other media references to what Trump himself called a dark speech.
"Trump constantly saying extreme, racist violent stuff can't always be new," Tomasky wrote. "But it is always reality. Is the press justified in ignoring reality just because it isn't new?"
One likely reason the remark didn't get that much attention is because Trump -- at the same rally -- referred to Harris without evidence as "mentally disabled."
That comment merited quick mention on the ABC and CBS evening newscasts the next day, in the context of criticism from two fellow Republicans, and after stories about Hurricane Helene's devastation and war in the Middle East. NBC's "Nightly News" didn't bring it up at all.

    


In other words, Trump said something wild. What's new? More than sanewashing, political scientist Brian Klaas calls that the banality of crazy, where journalists become accustomed to things Trump says that would be shocking coming from other candidates simply because they're numbed to it.
It's a hard fit for a daily news cycle

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Illuminating reporting on Trump rarely fits the model of quick news stories that sum up daily developments. "This really serves the small group of news consumers that we would call news junkies, who follow the campaign day to day," said Kelly McBride, senior vice president of the Poynter Institute, a journalism think tank. "But it doesn't help people decide how to vote, or understand the candidate better."
Trump critics often complain about how the nation's leading news outlets cover him. But they sometimes overlook attempts to bring perspective to issues they're concerned with. The Times, for example, used a computer to compare his speeches now with older ones in a story Sunday, and similarly had a Sept. 9 examination of questions about Trump's age and mental capacity. The Post has written about how Trump doesn't mention his father's Alzheimer's Disease as he attacks others about mental capacity, and distortions about a cognitive test he took. The Associated Press wrote of Trump's Wisconsin rally that he "shifted from topic to topic so quickly that it was hard to keep track of what he meant at times."

    


"Trump is a really difficult figure to cover because he challenges news media processes every day, has for years," The Times' Maggie Haberman, one of Trump's best-known chroniclers, told NPR last month. "The systems ... were not built to deal with somebody who says things that are not true as often as he does or speaks as incoherently as he often does. I think the media has actually done a good job showing people who he is, what he says, what he does."

    


Press critics may instead be frustrated that the work doesn't have the impact they seek. "The people who don't like or are infuriated by him cannot believe his success and would like the press to somehow persuade the people who do like him that they are wrong," said Tom Rosenstiel, a journalism professor at the University of Maryland. "And the press can't do that."
Fact-checking is a bone of contention
One of the central issues surrounding the three general election debates was how, or whether, the television networks would fact-check the candidates in real time on the air.
CNN didn't during Trump's debate with President Joe Biden last spring. When ABC's moderators corrected Trump four times during his September debate with Harris, the former president's supporters were infuriated. CBS News sought a middle ground during the vice presidential debate, and learned how hard it is to satisfy everyone.
"F you CBS -- how DARE YOU," Megyn Kelly posted on X when CBS briefly cut JD Vance 's microphone after correcting him on a comment about immigrants. Salon media critic Melanie McFarland wrote that the people best equipped to point out truth "barely rose to that duty."
The fact-check industry flourished during Trump's years in office, the number of such websites devoted to that duty jumping from 63 in 2016 to 79 in 2020, according to the Duke Reporters' Lab. Yet limitations were also exposed: Republicans demonized the practice, to the point where many Trump supporters either don't believe those who try to referee what's true or false, or don't bother reading. In day-to-day reporting, it's not enough to point out when a politician is wrong, Rosenstiel said. They must clearly explain why.
Journalists, who rarely win popularity contests to begin with, saw their collective reputations plummet under withering attacks from Trump.
In the heady days of 2015, television news networks like CNN showed Trump campaign rallies at length. It was entertaining. It drove ratings. What harm could be done?
Many later regretted that decision. Throughout his presidency and beyond, television outlets that are not Trump-friendly have grappled with the question of how much to show Trump unfiltered, and still haven't fully settled on an answer. CNN shows Trump at rallies on occasion, rarely at length.
But in a back-to-the-future move, some experts now say it's best to let people hear what Trump says. Poynter's McBride praised The 19th for a story on child care when, frustrated by an attempt to clarify Trump's positions with his campaign, the website simply printed a baffling 365-word direct quote from Trump when he was asked about the issue.
While fact checks and context have their place, there's value in presenting Trump in the raw. "Showing Trump at length is not sanewashing," Rosenstiel said.
Molloy admitted to some surprise at how much traction her original column on sanewashing received. It may reflect a desire to define the undefinable, to figure out what the news media still hasn't been able to after all this time. She notes the politicians who try to emulate Trump but fail.

"They don't have what makes him Donald Trump," she said. "People can look at it as part of his brilliance and people can look at it as him being crazy. It's probably a little of both."
___
David Bauder writes about media for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder.
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            The front cover of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" Bible in Washington, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            The Bill of Rights is printed in Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" Bible in Washington, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            The front cover of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" Bible in Washington, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            The Pledge of Allegiance is printed in Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" Bible in Washington, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            The front cover of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" Bible in Washington, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            The contents page of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" Bible in Washington, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            The Constitution of the United States is printed in Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" Bible in Washington, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 12 | 
            The exterior of an office identified by corporate records as a Chinese printing company that shipped Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" bible is seen in Hangzhou in China's eastern Zhejiang province, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Dake Kang)
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            The office identified by corporate records as a Chinese printing company that shipped Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" bible is seen through glass in Hangzhou in China's eastern Zhejiang province, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Dake Kang)
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            The tower which houses an office identified by corporate records as a Chinese printing company that shipped Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" bible is seen in Hangzhou in China's eastern Zhejiang province, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Dake Kang)
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            A man rides past a building identified by corporate records as housing the offices of a Chinese printing company that shipped Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" Bible is seen in Hangzhou in China's eastern Zhejiang province, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Dake Kang)
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            The building identified by corporate records as housing the offices of a Chinese printing company that shipped Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" Bible is seen in Hangzhou in China's eastern Zhejiang province, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Dake Kang)
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            The front cover of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" Bible in Washington, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            The Bill of Rights is printed in Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" Bible in Washington, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            The front cover of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" Bible in Washington, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            The Pledge of Allegiance is printed in Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" Bible in Washington, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            The front cover of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" Bible in Washington, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            The contents page of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" Bible in Washington, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            The Constitution of the United States is printed in Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" Bible in Washington, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            The exterior of an office identified by corporate records as a Chinese printing company that shipped Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" bible is seen in Hangzhou in China's eastern Zhejiang province, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Dake Kang)
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            The office identified by corporate records as a Chinese printing company that shipped Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" bible is seen through glass in Hangzhou in China's eastern Zhejiang province, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Dake Kang)
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            The tower which houses an office identified by corporate records as a Chinese printing company that shipped Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" bible is seen in Hangzhou in China's eastern Zhejiang province, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Dake Kang)
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            A man rides past a building identified by corporate records as housing the offices of a Chinese printing company that shipped Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" Bible is seen in Hangzhou in China's eastern Zhejiang province, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Dake Kang)
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            The building identified by corporate records as housing the offices of a Chinese printing company that shipped Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" Bible is seen in Hangzhou in China's eastern Zhejiang province, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Dake Kang)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Thousands of copies of Donald Trump's "God Bless the USA" Bible were printed in a country that the former president has repeatedly accused of stealing American jobs and engaging in unfair trade practices -- China.
Global trade records reviewed by The Associated Press show a printing company in China's eastern city of Hangzhou shipped close to 120,000 of the Bibles to the United States between early February and late March.
The estimated value of the three separate shipments was $342,000, or less than $3 per Bible, according to databases that use customs data to track exports and imports. The minimum price for the Trump-backed Bible is $59.99, putting the potential sales revenue at about $7 million.
The Trump Bible's connection to China, which has not been previously reported, reveals a deep divide between the former president's harsh anti-China rhetoric and his rush to cash in while campaigning.

    


The Trump campaign did not respond to emails and calls seeking comment.
Trump says his Bibles would help America
The largest and most recent load of 70,000 copies of Trump's Bible arrived by container vessel at the Port of Los Angeles on March 28, two days after Trump announced in a video posted on his Truth Social platform that he'd partnered with country singer Lee Greenwood to hawk the Bibles.




In the video, Trump blended religion with his campaign message as he urged viewers to buy the Bible, inspired by Greenwood's ballad, "God Bless the USA." The Bible includes copies of the U.S. Constitution, Declaration of Independence, Bill of Rights and Pledge of Allegiance.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This Bible is a reminder that the biggest thing we have to bring back in America, and to make America great again, is our religion," Trump said. Judeo-Christian values, he added, are "under attack, perhaps as never before."
Trump didn't say where the "God Bless the USA" Bibles are printed, or what they cost; a copy hand-signed by the former president sells for $1,000. Trump also didn't disclose how much he earns per sale. 

    


A version of the $59.99 Bible memorializes the July 13 assassination attempt on the former president in Pennsylvania. Trump's name is on the cover above the phrase, "The Day God Intervened." The wording appears to have been stamped on after the Bible was produced. Trump said Saturday his would-be assassin did not succeed "by the hand of providence and the grace of God."
The Bibles are sold exclusively through a website that states it is not affiliated with any political campaign nor is it owned or controlled by Trump.
A photo posted on the website shows Trump sitting at his desk in the Oval Office with Greenwood standing beside him. In another photo, the former president smiles broadly while holding a copy of the Bible.
Trump's name and image are licensed
The website states that Trump's name and image are used under a paid license from CIC Ventures, a company Trump reported owning in his most recent financial disclosure. CIC Ventures earned $300,000 in Bible sales royalties, according to the disclosure. It's unclear what period that covers or how much Trump received in additional payments since the disclosure was released in August.

    


AP received no response to questions sent to an email on the Bible website and to a publicist for Greenwood.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


For years, Trump has castigated Beijing as an obstacle to America's economic success, slapping hefty tariffs on Chinese imports while president and threatening even more stringent measures if he's elected again. He blamed China for the COVID-19 outbreak and recently suggested, without evidence, that thousands of Chinese immigrants are flooding the U.S. to build an "army" and attack America.
But Trump also has an eye on his personal finances. Pitching Bibles is one of a dizzying number of for-profit ventures he's launched or promoted, including diamond-encrusted watches, sneakers, photo books, cryptocurrency and digital trading cards.
The web of enterprises has stoked conflict of interest concerns. Selling products at prices that exceed their value may be considered a campaign contribution, said Claire Finkelstein, founder of the nonpartisan Center for Ethics and the Rule of Law and a law professor at the University of Pennsylvania.

    


"You have to assume that everything that the individual does is being done as a candidate and so that any money that flows through to him benefits him as a candidate," Finkelstein said. "Suppose Vladimir Putin were to buy a Trump watch. Is that a campaign finance violation? I would think so."
Selling Bibles, she added, "strikes me as a profoundly problematic mixing of religion and state."
Potential conflicts of interest
As president, Trump would be in a position to influence policies and markets to benefit businesses in which he and his family have financial stakes. While president, his administration exempted Bibles and other religious texts from tariffs imposed on billions of dollars of Chinese goods.

    


There's a potentially lucrative opportunity for Trump to sell 55,000 of the "God Bless the USA" Bibles to Oklahoma after the state's top education official ordered public schools to incorporate Scripture into lessons for grades 5 through 12. Oklahoma plans to spend $3 million on Bibles that initially matched Trump's edition: a King James Version that contains the U.S. founding documents. The request was revised Monday to allow the U.S. historical documents to be bound with the Bible or provided separately.
Oklahoma's Department of Education did not answer AP's questions about whether the Bibles must be printed in the United States or if any department officials have discussed the proposal with Trump or his representatives.
"There are hundreds of Bible publishers and we expect a robust competition for this proposal," said department spokesman Dan Isett.
Chinese printing company confirms shipments
China is one of the world's leading producers of Bibles, so it's not unusual for the Trump-endorsed version to be printed there. 
The first delivery of Trump Bibles was labeled "God Bless USA," according to the information from the Panjiva and Import Genius databases. The other two were described as "Bibles." All the books were shipped by New Ade Cultural Media, a printing company in Hangzhou that describes itself as a "custom Bible book manufacturer." They were sent to Freedom Park Design, a company in Alabama that databases identified as the importer of the Bibles.
Tammy Tang, a sales representative for New Ade, told AP all three shipments were "God Bless the USA" Bibles. She said New Ade received the orders via the WhatsApp messaging service and confirmed they were from Freedom Park Design. The books were printed on presses near the company's Hangzhou office, she said. Tang did not disclose the sales price or other details, citing customer confidentiality.
"They didn't come to meet us," Tang said by telephone. "We just do the production."
She declined further comment and referred interview requests to Freedom Park Design.
Freedom Park Design was incorporated in Florida on March 1, according to business registration records. An aspiring country singer named Jared Ashley is the company's president. He also co-founded 16 Creative, a digital marketing firm that uses the same Gulf Shores address and processes online orders for branded merchandise sold by entertainers and authors.
Ashley hung up on a reporter who called to ask about the Bibles.
Greenwood is a client of 16 Creative, according to the firm's website. He launched the American-flag emblazoned Bible in 2021. His song, "God Bless the USA," was released 40 years ago and is a staple at Trump rallies. Greenwood has also appeared at the former president's campaign events.
Critics call Trump Bible a 'toxic mix'
The King James Version used in the Trump Bible is in the public domain. Greenwood had initially planned to use the best-selling New International Version licensed in North America by HarperCollins Christian Publishing. But the publisher abandoned the arrangement amid pressure from religious scholars and authors who denounced the merger of Scripture and government documents as a "toxic mix" that would fuel Christian nationalism sentiments in evangelical churches. 
Christian nationalism is a movement that fuses American and Christian values, symbols and identity and seeks to privilege Christianity in public life. Christian nationalists are likely to believe the U.S. Constitution was inspired by God and that the federal government should declare the U.S. a Christian nation.
Other critics called the Trump Bible blasphemous.
"Taking what has long been understood as a global message religiously and stamping it with the flag of one nation is the type of thing that for centuries theologians would call heresy," said Brian Kaylor, a Baptist minister and president of the Christian media company Word&Way.
'Love of money'
Tim Wildsmith, a Baptist minister who reviews Bibles on his YouTube channel, said he quickly noticed the signs of a cheaply made book when his "God Bless the USA" Bible arrived wrapped in plastic inside a padded mailer.
It had a faux leather cover, and words were jammed together on the pages, making it hard to read. He also found sticky pages that ripped when pulled apart, and there was no copyright page or information about who printed the Bible, or where.

"I was shocked by how poor the quality of it was," Wildsmith said. "It says to me that it's more about the love of money than it is the love of our country."
___
Kang reported from Beijing. Associated Press writer Martha Mendoza in Santa Cruz, California, contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-god-bless-usa-bible-china-32a80611605d4052d8238064bbcace4c
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            Atlanta Falcons quarterback Kirk Cousins (18) throws the game-wining touchdown pass to wide receiver KhaDarel Hodge (12) against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers during overtime in an NFL football game Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Butch Dill)
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            Atlanta Falcons quarterback Kirk Cousins (18) celebrates with the fans after the team defeated the Tampa Bay Buccaneers during overtime in an NFL football game Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Butch Dill)
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            FILE - New York Jets head coach Robert Saleh walks on the field before an NFL football game against the Denver Broncos, Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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            Denver Broncos cornerback Pat Surtain II (2) intercepts a pass and returns it for a 100-yard touchdown during the first half of an NFL football game against the Las Vegas Raiders, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/Geneva Heffernan)
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            Seattle Seahawks safety Rayshawn Jenkins (2) runs for a 102-yard touchdown after recovering a fumble during the first half of an NFL football game agains the New York Giants, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            San Francisco 49ers' Deommodore Lenoir (2) returns a blocked field goal for a touchdown during the first half of an NFL football game against the Arizona Cardinals in Santa Clara, Calif., Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            EDS NOTE: OBSCENITY - New York Giants wide receiver Bryce Ford-Wheaton (88), back, center, celebrates with teammates after returning a blocked field goal for a touchdown during the second half of an NFL football game against the Seattle Seahawks, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 8 | 
            Indianapolis Colts quarterback Joe Flacco throws during the second half of an NFL football game against the Jacksonville Jaguars, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024, in Jacksonville, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Kirk Cousins joined the 500-yard club but couldn't top Norm Van Brocklin's 73-year-old record

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 8 | 
            Atlanta Falcons quarterback Kirk Cousins (18) throws the game-wining touchdown pass to wide receiver KhaDarel Hodge (12) against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers during overtime in an NFL football game Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Butch Dill)
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            Atlanta Falcons quarterback Kirk Cousins (18) celebrates with the fans after the team defeated the Tampa Bay Buccaneers during overtime in an NFL football game Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Butch Dill)
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            FILE - New York Jets head coach Robert Saleh walks on the field before an NFL football game against the Denver Broncos, Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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            Denver Broncos cornerback Pat Surtain II (2) intercepts a pass and returns it for a 100-yard touchdown during the first half of an NFL football game against the Las Vegas Raiders, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/Geneva Heffernan)
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            Seattle Seahawks safety Rayshawn Jenkins (2) runs for a 102-yard touchdown after recovering a fumble during the first half of an NFL football game agains the New York Giants, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            San Francisco 49ers' Deommodore Lenoir (2) returns a blocked field goal for a touchdown during the first half of an NFL football game against the Arizona Cardinals in Santa Clara, Calif., Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            EDS NOTE: OBSCENITY - New York Giants wide receiver Bryce Ford-Wheaton (88), back, center, celebrates with teammates after returning a blocked field goal for a touchdown during the second half of an NFL football game against the Seattle Seahawks, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            Indianapolis Colts quarterback Joe Flacco throws during the second half of an NFL football game against the Jacksonville Jaguars, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024, in Jacksonville, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)
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                                        Inside the Numbers dives into NFL statistics, streaks and trends each week. For more Inside the Numbers, head here.
___
Kirk Cousins delivered a signature moment to his career last Thursday night with 509 yards passing capped by a game-ending TD pass in overtime in Atlanta's 36-30 victory over Tampa Bay.

    


It still fell short of one of the NFL's most surprisingly enduring records, with Norm Van Brocklin's 554-yard performance in 1951 remaining as the single-game passing record even as production has spiked in the modern era.
While the single-game records for yards rushing, yards receiving, TD passes, runs and catches, field goals, interceptions and almost every other noteworthy stat have been set or matched in more recent years, Van Brocklin's mark stands.
It was an improbable record, with Van Brocklin getting the nod to start for the Los Angeles Rams only days before the game because Bob Waterfield was injured. Van Brocklin had never thrown for 300 yards in a game before he carved up a New York Yanks team that was in its final season as an NFL franchise.
Van Brocklin, who broke Johnny Lujack's 1949 record of 468 yards for the Bears, had 27 completions -- 15 fewer than Cousins had in his 500-yard game -- with nine of them going to Elroy "Crazylegs" Hirsch for 173 yards.





    


Van Brocklin had only five other games with at least 300 yards passing in his Hall of Fame career and only four other players hit that mark in 1951, when teams averaged 183.9 yards passing per game. There were six seasons in the past 10 years when teams averaged more than 250 yards passing a game, but no one has topped Van Brocklin's mark.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The closest anyone has come since 1951 was Matt Schaub, who threw for 527 yards for Houston against Jacksonville on Nov. 18, 2012.

    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Most other key single-game records have been set or matched in modern times, with Adrian Peterson setting the rushing record with 296 yards in 2007, Flipper Anderson setting the receiving record with 336 yards in 1989 and the record for rushing TDs getting matched in 2020 by Alvin Kamara and TD passes getting matched most recently by Drew Brees in 2020.

    


One of the only major single-game records to predate Van Brocklin's mark was the 40 points scored by Ernie Nevers on six TDs and four extra points in the Cardinals' 40-6 win over the Bears on Nov. 28, 1929.
Coaching carousel
The coaching carousel is off to another early start with Robert Saleh getting fired by the New York Jets just five games into the season.
Early season coaching changes are becoming more of the norm in recent years, with the Jets becoming the sixth team in the last six seasons to make a change after five games or fewer. There had been only six coaching changes that early in the season in a 27-season span from 1992-2018.
There have been 10 early season coaching changes since the start of the 2008 season, with the Raiders responsible for three of them. Lane Kiffin (2008) and Dennis Allen (2014) were each fired after four games, and Jon Gruden resigned after five games in 2021 following the release of offensive emails he had sent before being hired.

    


Gruden was replaced that season by Rich Bisaccia, who helped lead Las Vegas to the playoffs. Bisaccia is one of two coaches who took over during a season and guided a team into the playoffs, with Wally Lemm leading the 1961 Houston Oilers to an AFL title after replacing Lou Rymkus following five games.
Interim coach Jeff Ulbrich will try to match that performance this season for the Jets. 
Happy returns
Sunday was a big day for returns, with Seattle's Rayshawn Jenkins returning a fumble 102 yards for a TD against the New York Giants and Denver's Pat Surtain II taking back an interception 100 yards for a score against the Raiders.
This marked the first week in NFL history with two defensive touchdowns scored on returns of at least 100 yards.

    


Special teams also got into the mix, with two blocked field goals getting returned for touchdowns on Sunday with Bryce Ford-Wheaton of the Giants sealing the win in Seattle with his 60-yard return and San Francisco's Deommodore Lenoir having a 61-yarder against Arizona.
This was the seventh week in NFL history and the first since Week 16 in 2012 with two blocked field goal returns for a touchdown.
Old man Flacco
There's a surprising name at the top of the NFL's passer rating chart, with 39-year-old Joe Flacco besting everyone else with his 115.6 mark for Indianapolis.
Flacco has never had a rating higher than 93.6 in a season when he threw at least 50 passes, but has he had a late-career renaissance with Cleveland last season and now the Colts.
Flacco is the oldest player ever with five straight starts in the regular season with at least 300 yards passing and two TD passes dating to the end of last season, when he helped the Browns reach the playoffs. 
Flacco's streak of seven straight games with at least two TD passes is the longest of his career and tied with Green Bay's Jordan Love for the longest active streak. The only players age 38 or older with a longer streak with at least two TD passes are Tom Brady, who had two nine-game streaks, Peyton Manning, who had nine straight once, and Warren Moon, who did it eight games in a row.

Flacco also showed off his legs on an 18-yard scramble that was his longest run since 2016. He reached 18.76 mph, according to NFL Next Gen Stats, for his fastest speed in the NGS era that started in 2016. The run was the third-longest by a player age 39 or older since at least 1975, trailing only a 27-yarder by Brett Favre in 2008 and a 23-yarder by Vince Evans in 1994. 
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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            Scientists say human-caused climate change boosted the rainfall of deadly Hurricane Helene by about 10% and intensified its winds by about 11%.
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            FILE - Teresa Elder walks through a flooded Sandy Cove Drive from Hurricane Helene, Sept. 27, 2024, in Morganton, N.C. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek, File)
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            FILE - The St. Pete Pier is visible near high waves as Hurricane Helene makes its way toward the Florida panhandle Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (Martha Asencio-Rhine/Tampa Bay Times via AP, File)
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            FILE - Arnie Bellini surveys the damages caused from Hurricane Helene on a street in Clearwater Beach, Fla., Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara, File)
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            FILE - Len Frisbee dumps a wheelbarrow of dirt as he helps with clean up in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Oct. 1, 2024, in Hot Springs, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)
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            FILE - A fireman walks through mud as they search for victims of flooding in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Oct. 1, 2024, in Swannanoa, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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            FILE - Debris is strewn on the lake in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Oct. 2, 2024, in Lake Lure, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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            FILE - Resident Anne Schneider, right, hugs her friend Eddy Sampson as they survey damage left in the wake of Hurricane Helene, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)
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            FILE - An American flag sits in floodwaters in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene in the Shore Acres neighborhood Sept. 27, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson, File)
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            FILE - Teresa Elder walks through a flooded Sandy Cove Drive from Hurricane Helene, Sept. 27, 2024, in Morganton, N.C. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek, File)
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            FILE - The St. Pete Pier is visible near high waves as Hurricane Helene makes its way toward the Florida panhandle Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (Martha Asencio-Rhine/Tampa Bay Times via AP, File)
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            FILE - Arnie Bellini surveys the damages caused from Hurricane Helene on a street in Clearwater Beach, Fla., Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara, File)
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            FILE - Len Frisbee dumps a wheelbarrow of dirt as he helps with clean up in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Oct. 1, 2024, in Hot Springs, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)
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            FILE - A fireman walks through mud as they search for victims of flooding in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Oct. 1, 2024, in Swannanoa, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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            FILE - Debris is strewn on the lake in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Oct. 2, 2024, in Lake Lure, N.C. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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            FILE - Resident Anne Schneider, right, hugs her friend Eddy Sampson as they survey damage left in the wake of Hurricane Helene, Oct. 1, 2024, in Marshall, N.C. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)
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            FILE - An American flag sits in floodwaters in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene in the Shore Acres neighborhood Sept. 27, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson, File)
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                                        Human-caused climate change boosted a devastating Hurricane Helene 's rainfall by about 10% and intensified its winds by about 11%, scientists said in a new flash study released just as a strengthening Hurricane Milton threatens the Florida coast less than two weeks later.

The warming climate boosted Helene's wind speeds by about 13 miles per hour (20.92 kilometers per hour), and made the high sea temperatures that fueled the storm 200 to 500 times more likely, World Weather Attribution calculated Wednesday from Europe. Ocean temperatures in the Gulf of Mexico were about 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit (2 degrees Celsius) above average, WWA said.

    
    Stay up to date: Follow AP's live coverage of Hurricane Milton and the 2024 hurricane season.


    



"Hurricane Helene and the storms that were happening in the region anyway have all been amplified by the fact that the air is warmer and can hold more moisture, which meant that the rainfall totals -- which, even without climate change, would have been incredibly high given the circumstances -- were even higher," Ben Clarke, a study co-author and a climate researcher at Imperial College London, said in an interview.

Milton will likely be similarly juiced, the authors said.





The scientists warned that continued burning of fossil fuels will lead to more hurricanes like Helene, with "unimaginable" floods well inland, not just on coasts. Many of those who died in Helene fell victim to massive inland flooding, rather than high winds.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Helene made landfall in Florida with record storm surge 15 feet (4.57 meters) high and catastrophic sustained winds reaching 140 miles per hour (225.31 kilometers per hour), pummeling Georgia, the Carolinas, Tennessee and Virginia. It decimated remote towns throughout the Appalachians, left millions without power, cellular service and supplies and killed over 230 people. Search crews in the days following continued to look for bodies. Helene was the deadliest hurricane to hit the mainland U.S. since Katrina in 2005.

    



Helene dumped more than 40 trillion gallons of rain -- an unprecedented amount of water -- onto the region, meteorologists estimated. That rainfall would have been much less intense if humans hadn't warmed the climate, according to WWA, an international scientist collaborative that runs rapid climate attribution studies.

"When you start talking about the volumes involved, when you add even just a few percent on top of that, it makes it even much more destructive," Clarke said.

Hurricanes as intense as Helene were once expected every 130 years on average, but today are about 2.5 times more likely in the region, the scientists calculated. 

The WWA launched in 2015 to assess the extent which extreme weather events could be attributed to climate change. The organization's rapid studies aren't peer-reviewed but use peer-reviewed methods. The team of scientists tested the influence of climate change on Helene by analyzing weather data and climate models including the Imperial College Storm Model, the Climate Shift Index for oceans and the standard WWA approach, which compares an actual event with what might have been expected in a world that hasn't warmed about 1.3 degrees Celsius since pre-industrial times.

    



A separate analysis of Helene last week by Department of Energy Lawrence Berkeley National Lab scientists determined that climate change caused 50% more rainfall in some parts of Georgia and the Carolinas, and that observed rainfall was "made up to 20 times more likely in these areas because of global warming." That study was also not peer-reviewed but used a method published in a study about Hurricane Harvey.

Kim Cobb, director of the Institute at Brown for Environment and Society, wasn't involved in either study. She said there are uncertainties in exactly how much climate change is supercharging storms like Helene, but "we know that it's increasing the power and devastation of these storms."

    



She said Helene and Milton should serve "as a wake up call" for emergency preparedness, resilience planning and the increased use of fossil fuels. 

"Going forward, additional warming that we know will occur over the next 10 or 20 years will even worsen the statistics of hurricanes," she said, "and we will break new records."

Analysis is already indicating climate change made possible the warmed sea temperatures that also rapidly intensified Milton. Clarke said the two massive storms in quick succession illustrates the potential future of climate change if humans don't stop it.

"As we go into the future and our results show this as well, we still have control over what trajectory this goes in as to what risks we face in the future, what costs we pay in the future," he said. "That just hinges on how we change our energy systems and how many more fossil fuels we burn."

    



___

Read more of AP's climate coverage at http://www.apnews.com/climate-and-environment

___

Alexa St. John is an Associated Press climate solutions reporter. Follow her on X: @alexa_stjohn. Reach her at [email protected].

___

    




The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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US considers asking court to break up Google as it weighs remedies in the antitrust case
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                    FILE - The Google building is seen in New York, Feb. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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                                        The U.S. Department of Justice is considering asking a federal judge to break up Google after its ubiquitous search engine was declared an illegal monopoly, but it is just one of many possible remedies under review, according to a court filing. 
In court papers filed late Tuesday, government lawyers outlined a series of potential remedies it may pursue, including restrictions on how Google's artificial intelligence mines other websites to deliver search results, and blocking Google from paying companies like Apple billions of dollars annually to ensure that Google is the default search engine presented to consumers on gadgets like iPhones.
Tuesday's filing is the first step in a monthslong legal process to come up with remedies that could reshape a company that's long been synonymous with online search. 
"For more than a decade, Google has controlled the most popular distribution channels, leaving rivals with little-to-no incentive to compete for users," the antitrust enforcers wrote in the filing. "Fully remedying these harms requires not only ending Google's control of distribution today, but also ensuring Google cannot control the distribution of tomorrow."

    


U.S. District Judge Amit Mehta r uled in August that Google's search engine has been illegally exploiting the dominance of its search engine to squash competition and stifle innovation. He has outlined a timeline for a trial on the proposed remedies next spring and plans to issue a decision by August 2025.




The court filing is the first time that the government has given any indication of the types of remedies it will pursue, but under the meticulous approach ordered by Mehta, the government may ultimately opt not to pursue remedies like divestiture.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

 The Justice Department will conduct discovery over the coming weeks and put forth a more detailed proposal next month.
Lee-Anne Mulholland, Google's vice president of regulatory affairs, said in response to the filing that the Department of Justice was "already signaling requests that go far beyond the specific legal issues" in this case. "Government overreach in a fast-moving industry may have negative unintended consequences for American innovation and America's consumers."

    


Google has already said it plans to appeal Mehta's ruling, but the tech giant must wait until he finalizes a remedy before doing so. The appeals process could take as long as five years, predicts George Hay, a law professor at Cornell University who was the chief economist for the Justice Department's antitrust division for most of the 1970s.
During a lengthy trial in Washington, much of the evidence centered on deals Google made with other tech companies to ensure that Google is the default search engine on consumer technology. In 2021 alone, Google spent more than $26 billion to lock in those default agreements, according to trial testimony.
As a result, much of the speculation about potential remedies has focused on whether Google would be barred from making such deals. In Tuesday's filing, lawyers referred to those distribution deals as a "starting point for addressing Google's unlawful conduct."

    


To that end, the department said it is also considering asking for structural changes to stop Google from leveraging products such as its Chrome browser, Android operating system, AI products or app store to benefit its search business.
"We've invested billions of dollars in Chrome and Android," Mulholland wrote. "Breaking them off would change their business models, raise the cost of devices, and undermine Android and Google Play in their robust competition with Apple's iPhone and App Store."
Another proposal floated by the government allowing companies to opt out of having their information used by Google when it delivers AI-enhanced responses to consumers' search queries. 
"Google's ability to leverage its monopoly power to feed artificial intelligence features is an emerging barrier to competition and risks further entrenching Google's dominance," government lawyers wrote.

    


Google's blog post response noted that artificial intelligence is a rapidly emerging technology that is the subject of fierce competition in the commercial market.
"There are enormous risks to the government putting its thumb on the scale of this vital industry," Mulholland wrote.
After the government submits its more detailed proposal next month for how to tackle Google's anticompetitive practices. Google in turn will offer its own ideas for how to make fixes in December. Prosecutors will then make their final proposal in March 2025. 
Google has been facing intensifying regulatory pressure on both sides of the Atlantic, with European Union antitrust enforcers also suggesting that breaking up the company is the only way to satisfy competition concerns about its digital ad business. 

On Monday a federal judge ordered Google to open up its Android app store to competition as punishment for maintaining an illegal monopoly in that market. And a federal judge in Virginia is weighing whether Google holds an illegal monopoly in the online advertising technology.
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                    FILE - In this April 17, 2007 file photo, exhibitors work on laptop computers in front of an illuminated sign of the Google logo at the industrial fair Hannover Messe in Hanover, Germany. (AP Photo/Jens Meyer, File)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            KELVIN CHAN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        LONDON (AP) -- Google lost its final legal challenge on Tuesday against a European Union penalty for giving its own shopping recommendations an illegal advantage over rivals in search results, ending a long-running antitrust case that came with a whopping fine. 
The European Union's Court of Justice upheld a lower court's decision, rejecting the company's appeal against the 2.4 billion euro ($2.7 billion) penalty from the European Commission, the 27-nation bloc's top antitrust enforcer. 
"By today's judgment, the Court of Justice dismisses the appeal and thus upholds the judgment of the General Court," the court said in a press release summarizing its decision.
The commission punished the Silicon Valley giant in 2017 for unfairly directing visitors to its own Google Shopping service to the detriment of competitors. It was one of three multibillion-euro fines that the commission imposed on Google in the previous decade as Brussels started ramping up its crackdown on the tech industry. 

    


"We are disappointed with the decision of the Court, which relates to a very specific set of facts," Google said in a brief statement. 




The company said it made changes in 2017 to comply with the commission's decision requiring it to treat competitors equally. It started holding auctions for shopping search listings that it would bid for alongside other comparison shopping services.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Our approach has worked successfully for more than seven years, generating billions of clicks for more than 800 comparison shopping services," Google said. 
At the same time, the company appealed the decision to the courts. But the EU General Court, the tribunal's lower section, rejected its challenge in 2021 and the Court of Justice's adviser later recommended rejecting the appeal.
European consumer group BEUC hailed the court's decision, saying it shows how the bloc's competition law "remains highly relevant" in digital markets. 

    


"Google harmed millions of European consumers by ensuring that rival comparison shopping services were virtually invisible," director general Agustin Reyna said. "Google's illegal practices prevented consumers from accessing potentially cheaper prices and useful product information from rival comparison shopping services on all sorts of products, from clothes to washing machines."
Google is still appealing the other two EU antitrust penalties, which involved its Android mobile operating system and AdSense advertising platform. The company was dealt a setback in the Android case when the EU General Court upheld the commission's 4.125 billion euro fine in a 2022 decision. Its initial appeal against a 1.49 billion euro fine in the AdSense case has yet to be decided. 
Those three cases foreshadowed expanded efforts by regulators worldwide to crack down on the tech industry. The EU has since opened more investigations into Big Tech companies and drafted new laws to clean up social media platforms and regulate artificial intelligence. 

Google is now facing particular pressure over its lucrative digital advertising business. In a federal antitrust trial that began Monday, the U.S. Department of Justice is alleging the company holds a monopoly in the "ad tech" industry. 
British competition regulators accused Google last week of abusing its dominance in ad tech while the EU is carrying out its own investigation.
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            The fabric roof over the home of baseball's Tampa Bay Rays was ripped to shreds after Hurricane Milton came ashore, bringing wind gusts exceeding 100 mph and flooding parts of Florida.
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            The roof of Tropicana Field, the home of the Tampa Bay Rays, appeared to be badly damaged as Hurricane Milton passes Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (Chris Urso/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            The roof of Tropicana Field, the home of the Tampa Bay Rays, appeared to be badly damaged as Hurricane Milton passes Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (Chris Urso/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            An aerial view of Tropicana Field's shredded roof in downtown St. Petersburg, Fla., in the wake of Hurricane Milton early Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (Max Chesnes/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            The roof of Tropicana Field, the home of the Tampa Bay Rays, appeared to be badly damaged as Hurricane Milton passes Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (Chris Urso/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            The roof of Tropicana Field, the home of the Tampa Bay Rays, appeared to be badly damaged as Hurricane Milton passes Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (Chris Urso/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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    Stay up to date: Follow AP's live coverage of Hurricane Milton and the 2024 hurricane season.


    


ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) -- The roof panels over the home of baseball's Tampa Bay Rays were ripped to shreds by the force of Hurricane Milton, with debris littering the field and much of the seating areas Thursday after the deadly storm barreled across the state.
Team officials said only a handful of "essential personnel" were inside Tropicana Field, located in St. Petersburg, when the storm hit. Aerial images showed the swaths that serve as the domed building's roof were completely tattered, giving a clear line of sight inside the stadium.
Sections of the roof -- some relatively small, some large enough to cover several rows of seats -- fell inside the ballpark.
No injuries at the stadium were reported. Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis had said earlier in the week that there were plans for the ballpark to serve as a "temporary base camp" to support debris cleanup operations and temporarily house some first responders. But those plans were changed as the storm neared, amid concerns that the roof simply would not survive Milton's wrath.

    


"They were relocated," DeSantis said at a Thursday morning news conference. "Tropicana Field is a routine staging area for these things. The roof on that ... I think it's rated for 110 mph and so the forecast changes, but as it became clear that there was going to be something of that magnitude that was going to be within the distance, they redeployed them out of Tropicana. There were no state assets that were inside Tropicana Field."




The Rays said no official determination about damage inside the facility would be made until officials say conditions are safe to venture into the area. There also was no immediate word on how long the roof replacement may take, or if the team will make alternate arrangements for the 2025 season.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The team previously said that Tropicana Field features the world's largest cable-supported domed roof, with the panels made of "translucent, Teflon-coated fiberglass" supported by 180 miles of cables connected by struts.

    


The roof was designed to withstand wind of up to 115 mph, according to the Rays. The stadium opened in 1990 at an initial cost $138 million and is due to be replaced in time for the 2028 season with a $1.3 billion ballpark.
Magic return delayed
The Orlando Magic were planning to spend Thursday in San Antonio and return home on Friday, a day behind their original schedule for the week.
The Magic played a preseason game in San Antonio on Wednesday night. They intended to fly home Thursday, arriving in Orlando in the early afternoon -- those plans being scrapped because of Milton. 
Instead, the Magic scheduled a practice in San Antonio on Thursday and have tentative plans to fly back to Orlando on Friday. A preseason game that was to be played Friday in Orlando between the Magic and the New Orleans Pelicans was canceled and will not be rescheduled.
"There's always things bigger than the game of basketball and that's what we have to keep our perspective on," Magic coach Jamahl Mosley said. "Knowing that there's families and homes and situations that are going through a tough time right now, we need to be mindful of that and conscious of it."


    


The Magic-Pelicans game is the second NBA preseason matchup to be affected by Milton. A game scheduled for Thursday in Miami between the Heat and Atlanta Hawks was postponed until Oct. 16 because of storm concerns. Also called off earlier this week: a rescheduled NHL preseason game on Friday in Tampa between the Lightning and Predators -- one that was originally set to be played last month and was postponed because of Hurricane Helene.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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            Jacksonville Jaguars place kicker Cam Little (39) celebrates with quarterback Trevor Lawrence (16) during the second half of an NFL football game against the Indianapolis Colts, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024, in Jacksonville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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            Max Watts, of Buford, Ga., walks in the parking lot to check on a trailer parked outside the hotel where he is riding out Hurricane Milton with coworkers, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. Watts, who works for a towing company, was deployed with colleagues to Florida to aid in the aftermath of the storm. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A jogger trots as rain falls ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Max Watts, of Buford, Ga., walks in the parking lot to check on a trailer parked outside the hotel where he is riding out Hurricane Milton with coworkers, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. Watts, who works for a towing company, was deployed with colleagues to Florida to aid in the aftermath of the storm. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A jogger trots as rain falls ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The Jacksonville Jaguars plan to arrive to London later than expected Friday because of Hurricane Milton, the team confirmed ahead of Sunday's game against the Chicago Bears.
A team spokesperson said on Thursday that the team's departure time has been "slightly" delayed.
The hurricane brought powerful winds, a deadly storm surge and flooding to much of Florida after making landfall along the Gulf Coast as a Category 3 storm.

    


The Jaguars canceled a Friday press conference at the team hotel outside London and rescheduled it for Saturday morning. They play the Bears the next day at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium.
For their London games, the Jags regularly depart on Thursday night and arrive Friday morning. They've played in London 11 times.
On Wednesday, coach Doug Pederson expressed confidence in sticking to the travel plan.
"It could affect some timing tomorrow trying to get out, but it looks good, it looks promising anyway, for our window to get out of here sort of on time with not too many delays or hiccups in the next 24 hours or so," he said.
The NFL said in a statement that, "No changes are expected to Sunday's schedule."

    






Like last season, the Jaguars will be playing back-to-back games in London. After facing the Bears, they stay and play the following Sunday against the New England Patriots at Wembley Stadium.
Milton weakened to a Category 1 storm as it moved through Florida early Thursday. The city of Jacksonville said in a social media post that "there's still the potential for heavy winds and storm surge throughout the day" and asked residents to stay off roadways.

The Tampa Bay Buccaneers had moved up their travel plans ahead of the hurricane making landfall. The Bucs arrived in New Orleans on Tuesday for Sunday's game against the Saints.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            Hurricane Milton's fierce winds shredded the fabric that covers Tropicana Field -- home of the Tampa Bay Rays baseball team in St. Petersburg, Florida. It was not immediately clear if there was damage inside (AP video: Julio Cortez)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 10 | 
            FILE - A fire fighter, center, stands surrounded by the collapsed canopy that covered the Dallas Cowboys indoor practice facility in Irving, Texas, on May 2, 2009. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez, File)
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            FILE - National Guard trucks haul residents through floodwaters to the Superdome after Hurricane Katrina hit in New Orleans, Aug. 30, 2005. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)
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            FILE - This combination of Aug. 30, 2005, left, and July 29, 2015, aerial photos shows downtown New Orleans and the Superdome flooded by Hurricane Katrina, left, and the same area a decade later. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, left, and Gerald Herbert, File)
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            FILE - Firefighters investigate the collapsed canopy that covered the Dallas Cowboys indoor football facility in Irving, Texas, May 2, 2009. (AP Photo/File)
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            FILE - Barricades are overturned in front of the Georgia World Congress Center, next to the Georgia Dome in Atlanta, March 14, 2008. (AP Photo/Bill Haber, File)
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            FILE - An interior view of the Metrodome is seen, Dec. 16, 2010, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Star Tribune, Jeff Wheeler, File)
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            The roof of the Tropicana Field is seen damaged the morning after Hurricane Milton hit the region, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            An aerial drone view shows Tropicana Field with the roof damaged after Hurricane Milton in downtown St. Petersburg, Fla., on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (Dirk Shadd/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            An aerial drone view shows Tropicana Field with the roof damaged after Hurricane Milton in downtown St. Petersburg, Fla., on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (Dirk Shadd/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            FILE - A fire fighter, center, stands surrounded by the collapsed canopy that covered the Dallas Cowboys indoor practice facility in Irving, Texas, on May 2, 2009. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez, File)
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            FILE - National Guard trucks haul residents through floodwaters to the Superdome after Hurricane Katrina hit in New Orleans, Aug. 30, 2005. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)
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            FILE - This combination of Aug. 30, 2005, left, and July 29, 2015, aerial photos shows downtown New Orleans and the Superdome flooded by Hurricane Katrina, left, and the same area a decade later. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, left, and Gerald Herbert, File)
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            FILE - An interior view of the Metrodome is seen, Dec. 16, 2010, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Star Tribune, Jeff Wheeler, File)
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            An aerial drone view shows Tropicana Field with the roof damaged after Hurricane Milton in downtown St. Petersburg, Fla., on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (Dirk Shadd/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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            An aerial drone view shows Tropicana Field with the roof damaged after Hurricane Milton in downtown St. Petersburg, Fla., on Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (Dirk Shadd/Tampa Bay Times via AP)
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                                        Roof panels atop the home of the Tampa Bay Rays were ripped to shreds by Hurricane Milton, scattering debris across the field and throughout the seating areas after the deadly storm barreled across Florida.
Team officials said only a handful of essential personnel were inside Tropicana Field, located in St. Petersburg, when the storm hit. Aerial video and images showed the domed building's roof completely tattered, giving a clear line of sight into the stadium.
No injuries were reported from the arena.
It the latest sports venue severely damaged by weather. Here's a look at a few others:
Minnesota Vikings' roof collapse
Heavy snow ripped a hole in the roof of the Metrodome in downtown Minneapolis on Dec. 12, 2010.
At least three sizeable panels collapsed, prompting officials to delay the Vikings' home game scheduled for the following day against the New York Giants. The game was pushed to Monday and played in Detroit.

    


The roof was replaced, but the stadium was demolished four years later.
Dallas Cowboys' practice facility collapse
The Dallas Cowboys' practice facility collapsed during a wind storm on May 2, 2009, injuring about a dozen players and coaches. Special teams coordinator Joe DeCamillis and 33-year-old scouting assistant Rich Behm received the most severe injuries. DeCamillis needed surgery to stabilize a fractured vertebrae in his neck, and Behm was permanently paralyzed from the waist down after his spine was severed.




Georgia Dome shredded
A severe storm ripped a hole in the roof of the Georgia Dome during the Southeastern Conference Tournament on March 14, 2008. It delayed Mississippi State's victory over Alabama for more than an hour and postponed a game between Georgia and Kentucky.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

With Mississippi State leading with 2:11 left in overtime, a loud blast was heard inside the dome. The girders near the dome's roof began to swing, and a gaping section was ripped open, dropping debris that included nuts and bolts.

    


Players and coaches from the Bulldogs and Crimson Tide were sent to the locker room, along with the coaches' wives and children, and stadium officials began evacuating fans from the upper reaches of the stadium.
SEC officials ended up moving other tournament games to Georgia Tech's Alexander Memorial Coliseum.
Superdome damaged by Hurricane Katrina
As Hurricane Katrina made landfall in New Orleans on Aug. 25, 2005, the Superdome was being used as a shelter to house roughly 30,000. A few hours into the ordeal, parts of the roof started peeling off amid violent wind. Daylight could be seen from inside the dome as rain poured in.
Within two days, the Superdome had no air conditioning and temperatures had reached the 90s. Significant flooding from broken levees caused the Superdome to slowly start filling with water, though it remained confined to the field level. The Superdome eventually had to be evacuated, with mass relocation to the Astrodome in Houston.

The Saints had to play their entire regular season on the road, splitting games between their temporary headquarters at the Alamodome in San Antonio and LSU's Tiger Stadium in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. They even played their first home game at Giants Stadium in New Jersey.
It cost roughly $185 million to fix the Superdome, which reopened for the Saints' first home game in 2006.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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            A "Welcome to Wrexham" mural adorns the wall of a residential house in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            An aerial picture shows Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            Members of the public walk past the Turf Pub next to Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            Members of the public catch a glimpse of the pitch through a closed gate at Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            The Turf Pub and Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground are reflected in a puddle in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            The pitch of Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground is seen through an entry gate in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            A butcher's stall sets-up for business in the center of Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            A mural of Wrexham soccer club's star striker Paul Mullin is visible in the center of Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            A view of the Wrexham Lager brewery in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            FILE - Wrexham's Andy Cannon celebrates with teammates after scoring his side's opening goal during the English FA Cup fourth round soccer match between Blackburn Rovers and Wrexham, at Ewood Park stadium, in Blackburn, England, Monday, Jan. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson, File)
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            Members of the public walk through the center of Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            St. Giles Church, one of the so-called "Seven Wonders of Wales" in the centre of Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            A quirky artwork of Wrexham co-owner Rob McElhenney artwork is displayed in the 'Ty Pawb' food hall and art gallery in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            A worker walks past a quirky Rob McElhenney artwork placed on a wall in the 'Ty Pawb' food hall and art gallery in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            An Australian tourist plays cards in the Turf Pub by Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            People walk down a street in the center of Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            A poster advertising the TV documentary 'Welcome to Wrexham' adorns the bar of the Turf Pub by Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            An historic photograph of Wrexham FC hangs on a wall in the Turf Pub by Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            A tourist takes photographs of Hollywood and soccer memorabilia on the walls of the Turf Pub which is next to Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            Hollywood and football memorabilia adorns the walls of the Turf Pub by Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            FILE - Wrexham co-owners Ryan Reynolds, left, and Rob McElhenney, right, celebrate their team's promotion to the Football League in Wrexham, Wales, Tuesday, May 2, 2023. (AP Photo/Jon Super, File)
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            FILE - Britain's King Charles III, second left and Camilla, the Queen Consort speak to Wrexham soccer club co-owners, US actors Ryan Reynolds, left and Rob McElhenney during their visit to Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground, in Wrexham, Wales, Friday, Dec. 9, 2022. (Arthur Edwards/Pool Photo via AP)
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        In Wrexham, the 'Rob and Ryan effect' goes beyond the soccer club as tourism and investments grow
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            A "Welcome to Wrexham" mural adorns the wall of a residential house in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            An aerial picture shows Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            Members of the public walk past the Turf Pub next to Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            Members of the public catch a glimpse of the pitch through a closed gate at Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            The Turf Pub and Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground are reflected in a puddle in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            The pitch of Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground is seen through an entry gate in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            A butcher's stall sets-up for business in the center of Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            A mural of Wrexham soccer club's star striker Paul Mullin is visible in the center of Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            A view of the Wrexham Lager brewery in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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                                    A view of the Wrexham Lager brewery in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            FILE - Wrexham's Andy Cannon celebrates with teammates after scoring his side's opening goal during the English FA Cup fourth round soccer match between Blackburn Rovers and Wrexham, at Ewood Park stadium, in Blackburn, England, Monday, Jan. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson, File)
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            Members of the public walk through the center of Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            St. Giles Church, one of the so-called "Seven Wonders of Wales" in the centre of Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            An interior view of St. Giles Church, one of the so-called "Seven Wonders of Wales", in the centre of Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            A quirky artwork of Wrexham co-owner Rob McElhenney artwork is displayed in the 'Ty Pawb' food hall and art gallery in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            A worker walks past a quirky Rob McElhenney artwork placed on a wall in the 'Ty Pawb' food hall and art gallery in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            An Australian tourist plays cards in the Turf Pub by Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            People walk down a street in the center of Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            A poster advertising the TV documentary 'Welcome to Wrexham' adorns the bar of the Turf Pub by Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            An historic photograph of Wrexham FC hangs on a wall in the Turf Pub by Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            A tourist takes photographs of Hollywood and soccer memorabilia on the walls of the Turf Pub which is next to Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            Hollywood and football memorabilia adorns the walls of the Turf Pub by Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground in Wrexham, Wales, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            FILE - Wrexham co-owners Ryan Reynolds, left, and Rob McElhenney, right, celebrate their team's promotion to the Football League in Wrexham, Wales, Tuesday, May 2, 2023. (AP Photo/Jon Super, File)
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            FILE - Britain's King Charles III, second left and Camilla, the Queen Consort speak to Wrexham soccer club co-owners, US actors Ryan Reynolds, left and Rob McElhenney during their visit to Wrexham Football Club's Racecourse Ground, in Wrexham, Wales, Friday, Dec. 9, 2022. (Arthur Edwards/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        WREXHAM, Wales (AP) -- Clutching a pint of Guinness in one hand and flicking through photos on his cell phone in the other, Nestor Aguedelo laughed and joked with his wife and sister-in-law in a corner of The Turf, a pub in north Wales that has rapidly become one of Britain's most unlikely tourist hot spots.
"We came to Wrexham because of the TV documentary," said Aguedelo, an engineer from Bogota, Colombia. "We got to know the city because of that, and we just wanted to see it for ourselves."
It's a familiar story being told across this former market, mining and brewing town, whose status has been transformed after its down-on-its-luck soccer club was bought by Hollywood celebrities Ryan Reynolds and Rob McElhenney for $2.5 million in 2021.
That notoriety has only increased since the pair launched a fly-on-the-wall TV series -- "Welcome to Wrexham" -- that has turned the team's players and some of Wrexham's residents into familiar faces on screens around the world.

    


Tourists from around the world are now coming to find out more about this long-overlooked Welsh city with an urban population of 45,000.




"When we think of Ryan Reynolds, we think of Wrexham," said Linda Williams, 70, a visitor from Reynolds' native Canada, as she walked through the city center during a three-week trip to Wales.
Tourism revenue in Wrexham reached about 180 million pounds ($235 million) in 2023, up 20% from the year before and almost 50% since 2018, according to Ian Bancroft, chief executive of Wrexham County Borough Council.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We know from our tourism stats that the classic tourist route is America-Windsor-Wrexham-home," Bancroft said, referring to Windsor Castle, the royal fortress outside London where Prince Harry married Meghan Markle in 2018.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

As "the Rob and Ryan effect" -- as some are labeling it -- takes hold, the local economy has been boosted by businesses investing in, or relocating to, Wrexham.

    


American food manufacturer Kellogg's recently announced it is creating Europe's largest cereal factory in Wrexham's industrial estate with a $100 million investment delivering at least 130 jobs as part of a relocation.
Boutique hotels are popping up across the city, while Hannah Thomas, a local property manager, said more Americans are buying flats in the area and renting them out on Airbnb to tourists coming to watch the soccer.
Meanwhile, Wrexham Lager, a brewery which sponsors the team and boasts to being the only lager available on the Titanic's doomed voyage in 1912, said it has gained such visibility from the TV series that it is expanding internationally.
"We've started to make more significant strides in the past 12 months by growing our Welsh retailer footprint, expanding across the U.K., launching into Scandinavia and Australia, and plan to go live in Canada and the U.S. in the coming months," said James Wright, the company's CEO.
Supported by PR from Reynolds and McElhenney, Wrexham is bidding to become the U.K. City of Culture for 2029. It only gained city status in 2022.
The takeover of the soccer club and the TV series have "acted as a catalyst to supercharge the change in Wrexham," Bancroft said in an interview in the council's offices. "Wrexham's growth would be happening, but it might only be 1/50th of what it is now."

    


Wrexham is Wales' fourth-largest city by population and a short drive from major northwest England hubs of Liverpool and Manchester. It was built on heavy industry, agriculture and mining, but has failed to punch its weight as the major urban region of north Wales in recent years.
A tired-looking city center contains some empty, boarded-up stores. Memories remain of race riots on a Wrexham estate that made national headlines in 2003.
Now, though, there's optimism and aspiration.
The first destination for overseas visitors is invariably Wrexham's soccer ground, the Racecourse, which is the world's oldest soccer stadium hosting international matches that is still in use. Connected to it is The Turf, a lively centerpiece in the documentary series.

    


Janice Hopp, a 72-year-old retired speech language therapist from Terre Haute, Indiana, had never been outside the United States until she traveled to Wrexham with her son, Casey, after being charmed by the TV series.
Her first stop? The Turf.
"This is what she wanted to be a part of -- to see The Turf, to see the club, to get a peak inside (the stadium)," Casey said after having a drink inside the pub. "We built a whole nine-day excursion to the U.K around it and it's been glorious."
The pub's manager, Wayne Jones, has become a celebrity in his own right owing to his frequent appearances in "Welcome to Wrexham," with actors Will Ferrell and Paul Rudd among those visiting the pub.
Jones even allowed Prince William behind the bar to pour a pint.
"The Turf was very similar to Wrexham as a whole -- the town was struggling, businesses in it were struggling and we've landed very lucky," Jones said of what he describes as his "little boozer."

    


"Every day, and most Wrexham fans will agree with this, we just wake up and pinch ourselves because we've hit the jackpot, haven't we?"
The soccer team certainly has: Wrexham has just achieved back-to-back promotions to climb to the third tier, where it is in second place two months into the new season. Reynolds and McElhenney's dream is to reach the lucrative Premier League.
In March, a Wrexham director said the team's value was 9 million pounds ($11.8 million) -- more than four times the original purchasing price -- and Wrexham has gone up one division since then.
Upon taking over the club, Reynolds and McElhenney also pledged to make a "positive difference to the wider community in Wrexham," and so far they've stayed true to their word.
Once Wrexham completes the redevelopment of its once-imposing Kop stand, scheduled for 2026, there's a commitment for the Racecourse to host qualifying matches for international tournaments for Wales' men's national team. That year, a new Football Museum for Wales is scheduled to open near the stadium.
McElhenney has pledged to help turn a disused site in the city center into a community space that can stage events. He also announced the team's chosen charity this season would be the "Wrexham Miners Project, " which works to preserve the history of Wrexham's mining community -- a cause close to the city's heart because of a local mining disaster in 1934 in which 266 people died.
Then there's the intangible benefits of the takeover.
"I don't think Wrexham will ever change its identity -- Wrexham will always be Wrexham -- but it is changing its vibe and attitude. It's becoming positive," said the Rev. Petra Goodband, the associate priest for St. Giles Church in the city center. "So even if Rob and Ryan just tick along with the football club, their energy has been put into Wrexham, and made Wrexham a place that has pride in itself again."
The council awarded Reynolds and McElhenney the freedom of Wrexham, the city's top civic honor, in 2022 and initial concerns over their intentions seem to have disappeared, certainly among fans of the soccer team who, not long ago, clubbed together to save it from going out of business.

"We've had some absolute charlatans over the years and obviously people were skeptical because we've been robbed from pillar to post," Jones said, "but fast-forward four years and I don't think there's any doubt.
"They seem to have taken Wrexham and our people to their hearts."
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            FILE - New York Jets' offensive coordinator Nathaniel Hackett talks to reporters before a practice at the NFL football team's training facility in Florham Park, N.J., Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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            FILE - New York Jets passing game coordinator Todd Downing walks the field before an NFL football game against the Tennessee Titans, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)
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            FILE - New York Jets defensive coordinator Jeff Ulbrich walks the sideline during an NFL preseason football game against the Carolina Panthers, Saturday, Aug. 12, 2023, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Brian Westerholt, File)
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                                        FLORHAM PARK, N.J. (AP) -- Jeff Ulbrich shook up the New York Jets' struggling offense in his first major move as interim head coach. 
Ulbrich announced Thursday he replaced Nathaniel Hackett with Todd Downing as the offensive play caller. Downing, the Jets' passing game coordinator and quarterbacks coach, takes over as New York prepares for a showdown with the AFC East-rival Buffalo Bills on Monday night.
Hackett -- who is close to quarterback Aaron Rodgers -- will remain the offensive coordinator in title, but is taking a back seat to Downing in what is now an undefined role.

    


"After a lot of time to think about it, and I did not make this decision easily, by any means, I'm going to make Todd Downing the play caller for the New York Jets moving forward," Ulbrich said. "This is more a byproduct of a different take on things. Not saying it's a better or worse take on things, by any means.
"But it's just a different take on things. A fresh approach."
Ulbrich took over as coach Tuesday after owner Woody Johnson stunningly fired Robert Saleh with the team off to a 2-3 start and on a two-game losing streak. New York can move into a tie with Buffalo for first place in the division with a win.




But things need to get a lot better on offense first for that to happen.

    


The Jets with Rodgers at quarterback have been inconsistent this season and appeared conservative and predictable in the team's past two games, in particular. Hackett's performance has been criticized by many fans and media, who thought the Jets needed a change. There were reports Saleh was considering making a similar move to demote Hackett before he was fired.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ulbrich, who said he'll retain his duties as defensive coordinator while also serving as interim coach, agreed with trying something different.

    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


"Ultimately, Todd will have the full say on the game plan and ultimately the plays that are called within the game," Ulbrich said.

    


New York is ranked 27th overall in offense and last in the NFL in rushing.
"We've got to be assertive," Ulbrich said. "We've got to play with confidence. We've got to run off the ball. We've got to play on our terms. Can't be afraid of mistakes and half-stepping. ... 
"And I'm very confident we're going to see that Monday night."
Ulbrich said he spoke to Rodgers, who is close to Hackett from their time together in Green Bay, about the move and trying to improve the offense. Hackett was hired in 2023 to replace Mike LaFleur -- and Rodgers was traded to the Jets a few months later.
"It was obviously, not necessarily shock, but we all are familiar with the relationship he has with Nathaniel," Ulbrich said. "They're very, very good friends and they go back a long ways. 

    


"He understood the decision and he was supportive of the decision."
Ulbrich, a former NFL linebacker and longtime defensive assistant with an energetic, straight-talking approach, said he wants to try to also have "an influence" on the offense.
"I'm going to really look hard at this week and how I can find those places to infuse my personality into that side of the ball," Ulbrich said. "From a strategic or from a schematic standpoint, I don't know if there'll be a ton of input. But as far as style of play, absolutely. 
"The way this thing looks on Monday night, I'm hopeful that I can infuse that into them."
Downing joined Saleh's staff last year as the passing game coordinator and added coaching the quarterbacks to his duties before this season. The 44-year-old Downing is a longtime NFL assistant who has also served as an offensive coordinator for the Raiders (2017) and Titans (2021-22). 

    


"For every Tennessee offense that I ever won against when when Todd was the play caller there, they were tough, they were ruthless, they finished, they ran the ball," Ulbrich said. "They played on their terms. And there's definitely a style that appealed to me in that way."
Injuries

Ulbrich said Rodgers (ankle/hamstring) will be limited at practice, but will be fine to play. ... CB Michael Carter II (back) won't practice. ... TE Tyler Conklin (hip) will be limited. ... Ulbrich said RT Morgan Moses, who missed the past two games with a knee injury, is "on track to play." ... LB C.J. Mosley (toe) will see increased action in practice after missing the past three games. ... DT Leki Fotu (hamstring) remains on injured reserve, but Ulbrich is hopeful he could play on Monday night.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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            Center Jayson Megna, shown playing for the Colorado Avalanche in the first period of an NHL preseason hockey game Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, wears a cut-resistant neck protector while facing the Dallas Stars in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            St. Louis Blues center Robert Thomas (18) swerves to pursue the puck against Seattle Kraken center Matty Beniers (10) during the third period of an NHL hockey game Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in Seattle. The Blues won 3-2. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            New Jersey Devils' Jack Hughes, right, challenges Buffalo Sabres' Beck Malestyn during the NHL hockey game between Buffalo Sabres and New Jersey Devils, in Prague, Czech Republic, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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                                        DENVER (AP) -- At first, the protective undershirt resembling a mock turtleneck was hot and uncomfortable. It even caused Jayson Megna's visor to fog up.
But the journeyman hockey player stuck with wearing the long-sleeved base layer designed to protect his neck from a razor-sharp skate blade.
Since the death of Adam Johnson in October 2023 during a game in England, protective equipment has been a prime topic at every level of the sport. The American Hockey League, the top developmental league below the NHL, took a big step this season by requiring all skaters, referees and linespersons to wear some sort of cut-resistant neck protection.
Like the requirement of eye-protecting visors a decade ago, the neckwear could take some getting used to. It is becoming more common for players of all ages -- Hockey Canada has mandated neck guard protection for youth players for three decades and USA Hockey made it mandatory for U.S. players under 18 as of Aug. 1 -- and now all eyes are on the pros.

    


"Hopefully that's what's going to end up happening as we move forward here, that it's just going to be a piece of their equipment," said AHL president and CEO Scott Howson, whose league has long been a testing ground for the NHL, including 3-on-3 overtime and the mandate for cut-resistant socks and sleeves last season. "With the different products out there, hopefully all the players can find something that they can adapt to and eventually like -- or, at the very least, not notice when they're playing hockey."




The death of Johnson was a horrific reminder of the risks. The former NHL player was cut in the neck during a game and died at a hospital. Guidelines exist for many youth programs in North America and beyond, but not at the highest levels of hockey, where league and players' union leaders have discussed the topic for years.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Neck guards are getting a trial run in the AHL, which starts Friday, with unanimous backing from NHL executives on the competition committee.

    


"Last year some teams just decided, 'Well, I can't do it in the NHL, but I can do it in the American League,'" Howson explained. "We'll see where it goes."
Why not wear neck protection?
The arguments against protective neckwear range from it being too hot to too restrictive to players simply being creatures of habit.
"Obviously, there's things that people should do, but I think we're stuck in our ways, also," said New Jersey Devils forward Jack Hughes, who added he doesn't wear nearly enough protective equipment. "Got to be comfortable."
Longtime NHL player Pierre-Edouard Bellemare had planned on wearing a neck guard this season for the Colorado Avalanche before he was let go last week. He exalted the benefits of visors by pointing to the cuts in his beard that could've been worse if not for the eye protection. 
Because on the ice, anything can happen. 
"The game is faster and you have less control, sometimes to your body and the cutting all over the place is not something you want to see," Bellemare said. 
Bellemare simply wanted to pave the way for the next generation, like other players did before him with visors.

    


"It doesn't cost me much" to wear protective neck gear, Bellemare said. "Come on, it's a neck guard. That's not going to change my season. I'm not going score 70 because I have a neck guard or not."
Veteran defenseman Dylan McIlrath, who captained Hershey to back-to-back Calder Cup championships in the AHL, did not experiment with any neck protection during training camp in Washington and concedes players will endure some growing pains with the equipment. But the 32-year-old is not protesting too much.
"To be honest, I think it's probably the right call," McIlrath said. "Obviously it's a younger league and the next generation coming up ... guys can get used to it going into the NHL after playing in the American League a few years, they don't really notice the changes."
Testing things out
Megna, who was recently assigned to the AHL's Colorado Eagles, has tried out different types of neck protection and brands. He's been wearing one by T.J. Oshie's Warroad Hockey Apparel that boasts "an adjustable neck collar built from premium grade cut resistant fabric and high-impact foam." His undershirt has cut-proof sleeves. 

    


Megna also wears cut-proof socks, which prevented a possible calf or Achilles injury last season when a player stepped on him with a skate blade.
"I could feel the skate there -- felt like a burning sensation, and the protective sock saved me," Megna said. "I didn't even have a scratch. ... Any time you can protect your players and increase safety, it's a good thing."
Megna said it didn't take long to adjust to the new gear -- maybe a session or two.
"After that, I haven't even thought about it," said Megna, who's spent time with a half-dozen NHL organizations. "It's just part of what I wear now."
NHL resistance 
The NHL currently does not have any mandate that players must wear cut-resistant gear. That would require an agreement between the league and union.

    


St. Louis forward Robert Thomas understands the hesitation.
"For a lot of guys, it's foreign, and you don't want to change up what you've been doing your whole life," Thomas said. "I think they've done a good job of having all that available to us. Some guys wear it, some guys don't. I think giving guys the choice is ultimately the right decision."

Eagles defenseman Jacob MacDonald anticipates that once he starts wearing the extra protection for his neck, it will become part of his routine -- whether he's in the AHL or called up to the NHL. 
"I don't have a crystal ball, but I think that it will definitely get more popular," MacDonald said. "If it saves one life, it's worth it."
___
AP Sports Writer Mark Anderson and freelance writer W.G. Ramirez in Las Vegas contributed. Whyno reported from Arlington, Virginia.
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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                    Minami Katsu of Japan tees off on the first hole during the first round of the Buick LPGA Shanghai at Shanghai Qizhong Garden Golf Club in Shanghai, China, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)
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                                        SHANGHAI (AP) -- Sei Young Kim, looking for her first victory this season, opened with a 10-under 62 on Thursday to lead the first round of the Buick LPGA Shanghai tournament.
The South Korean shot a 28 on her first nine holes at the Qizhong Garden Golf Club, which included an eagle on the 17th, and then came home with a 34 on her second nine holes.
It was her low round of the year and comes after she finished third in September in the last LPGA event -- the Walmart NW Arkansas Championship.
Celine Boutier of France was two shots behind with a 64, and American Lucy Li was three back with a 65. 
In a tight field, four players carded 66s to trail by four shots: Leona Maguire of Ireland, Peiyun Chien of Taiwan, Muni He of China, and Chanettee Wannasaen of Thailand.
Seven players were in at 67 and just five shots back.

Two of the LPGA's top players -- Nelly Korda and Lydia Ko -- are not in the field this week. Both are entered next week in the BMW Ladies Championship in South Korea.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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            International Olympic Committee President Thomas Bach tours University of Utah's Rice-Eccles Stadium as he leads a delegation visiting ahead of the 2034 Winter Olympics, on the campus of the university in Salt Lake City on Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (Brice Tucker/The Deseret News via AP)
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            FILE - IOC member and former swimmer Kirsty Coventry smiles on the arrival for a press conference after the executive board meeting of the IOC, at the Olympic House, in Lausanne, Switzerland, Thursday, Jan. 9, 2020. (Laurent Gillieron/Keystone via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            FILE - International Olympic Committee (IOC) Vice President Juan Antonio Samaranch Jr. speaks during a press conference at the headquarters of the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics Organizing Committee in Beijing, Tuesday, Sept. 18, 2018. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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            FILE - World Athletics President Sebastian Coe holds a press conference at the conclusion of the World Athletics meeting at the Italian National Olympic Committee, headquarters in Rome, Nov. 30, 2022. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, File)
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                                        LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AP) -- The International Olympic Committee has set a Jan. 30 date for the key presidential election meeting where seven candidates will meet with voters ahead of their ballot in March.
The closed-doors meeting at IOC headquarters is the only set-piece campaign event in perhaps the most discreet and secretive election in world sports. IOC rules prohibit candidates from publishing videos, organizing public meetings or taking part in public debates.
"This in-camera meeting will give the IOC members the opportunity to hear from the seven candidates about their programs," the Olympic body said in a statement on Thursday.
The candidates to replace outgoing IOC president Thomas Bach include three members of the executive board he chairs: vice president Juan Antonio Samaranch Jr. of Spain, Prince Feisal al Hussein of Jordan and Kirsty Coventry of Zimbabwe.

    


The other four are presidents of Olympic sports governing bodies: track and field's Sebastian Coe of Britain; cycling's David Lappartient from France; gymnastics leader Morinari Watanabe of Japan; and skiing's Johan Eliasch, a Swedish-British citizen.




The vote by about 100 of their fellow IOC members -- including European and Middle East royalty, sports officials, former and current Olympic athletes, politicians and billionaire industrialists -- is at a March 18-21 meeting near Ancient Olympia in Greece.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Bach is reaching his statutory maximum of 12 years in office and confirmed in August at the Paris Olympics that he will leave. His scheduled exit is in June after a three-month transition period with his successor.
He has long been viewed as favoring Coventry, the sports minister in Zimbabwe, who would be the first woman president in the IOC's 130-year history and the first from Africa. A two-time Olympic gold medalist in swimming, Coventry was surprisingly the only woman candidate to enter the contest.

    


The IOC top job ideally calls for deep knowledge of managing sports, understanding athletes' needs and nimble skills in global politics.

Key questions for the next IOC leader include picking a host for the 2036 Olympics -- which has India and Qatar among the contenders -- assessing the impact of climate change on the global sports calendar and the Winter Games, gender issues, and renewing the United States broadcast deal that has been a foundation of Olympic finances.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                    FILE - Las Vegas Aces assistant coach Natalie Nakase, right, and interim head coach Tyler Marsh look on during the second half of a WNBA basketball game against the Seattle Storm, Saturday, May 20, 2023, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)
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                                        The Golden State Valkyries have found their head coach with Natalie Nakase taking the job.
Nakase, who has spent the last three years as an assistant with the Las Vegas Aces, was hired Thursday by the expansion franchise that begins play in 2025.
"Being named the head coach of the Golden State Valkyries is a lifelong dream come true," Nakase said. "I am thankful to Joe Lacob, Ohemaa Nyanin and the Golden State front office for entrusting me with this responsibility. We are committed to building a winning culture of grit, hard work, and competitiveness. We will strive to improve, compete, and ultimately bring home a championship for our fans and this organization."
Nakase helped the Aces to back-to-back WNBA championships in 2022 and 2023. Prior to her time with the Aces, Nakase spent 11 seasons in various capacities with the Los Angeles Clippers, most recently as an assistant coach and player development coach in a dual role with the NBA team and their G League affiliate, the Agua Caliente Clippers.

    


She got her coaching start in 2008 with the Women's Professional Basketball German League, serving as head coach for the Wolfenbuttel Wildcats for two seasons (2008-10). She then served as an assistant coach for the Tokyo Apache for one season (2010-11) in the Men's Professional Basketball Japan League, followed by acting as head coach for the Saitama Broncos from 2011-12, making her the first woman to serve as head coach in the league.




"Natalie is the perfect candidate to lead the Valkyries as our head coach," Golden State GM Ohemaa Nyanin said. "She exemplifies every character trait in what we were looking for in a head coach and possesses deep expertise across professional basketball. Her journey is representative of the grit and perseverance that our team will embody to achieve our ultimate goal of winning championships."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Los Angeles native was a walk-on at UCLA, serving as a team captain for three seasons. She played professionally for two years in the NWBL with the San Jose Spiders and San Diego Siege.

    


Nakase said the interview process started around the Olympic break and as soon as her season in Las Vegas ended she moved to the Bay Area.
"I literally was in meetings two days ago with the Las Vegas Aces. So it was a quick change, after I found out," she said. "It's exciting. And obviously as soon as I heard the news, I mean, I was jumping for joy and was ready to go."
Nakase was a little nervous about telling the Las Vegas staff and players, but said they couldn't have been nicer.

"It was a bunch of hugs, tears, you know, and it couldn't have been better for me," she said. "Just because having that support, it meant a lot. You know, it's completely different than not having a lot of support."
___
AP WNBA: https://apnews.com/hub/wnba-basketball
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            Illinois head coach Bret Bielema talks with an official during the second quarter of an NCAA college football game against Penn State, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)
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            Wisconsin's Xavier Lucas (6) breaks up a pass intended for Purdue's Ryan Browne (15) during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


CHAMPAIGN, Ill. (AP) -- Illinois hasn't played a home game in a month.
Road games at then-No. 22-Nebraska and then-No. 9 Penn State and a bye week left Memorial Stadium silent since Sept. 14.
The Illini (4-1, 1-1 Big Ten) will return home Saturday to face rival Purdue (1-4, 0-2) in their first home Big Ten game of the season and the 100th meeting between the two teams.
Illinois beat Nebraska 31-24 in overtime and lost 21-7 to Penn State in its back-to-back road games.
Purdue is coming off a 52-6 thrashing by Wisconsin last week a few days after offensive coordinator Graham Harrell was fired and replaced by Jason Simmons.
Following the game, four-star CB Dawayne Galloway Jr. decommitted from Purdue, becoming the third recruit in a week to do that. Earlier, three-star WR Lebron Hill and four-star QB Oscar Rios decommitted.
While the Boilermakers have struggled this year -- including a 66-7 beating by Notre Dame on Sept. 14 -- they've beaten Illinois four straight times and haven't lost at Memorial Stadium since 2010. Purdue defeated Illinois 31-24 in their last matchup in Champaign in 2022, clinching a trip to the Big Ten title game.

    


The winner of the Illinois-Purdue game each year takes home the Cannon Trophy. Illini coach Bret Bielema, in his fourth year at the helm, doesn't know much about the trophy.




"Never had it, never saw it, never touched it, never smelled it," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

What Bielema does know is the Illini can't take Purdue lightly. Not after seeing Michigan and Southern California lose to unranked Washington and Minnesota in Big Ten games last week and three Top 10 teams -- Alabama, Tennessee and Missouri -- get upset.
"In the Big Ten, there's no greater indication of what can happen than this past weekend," Bielema said.
This will be the second time the Illini will go up against second-year Purdue coach Ryan Walters. He was Illinois' defensive coordinator in 2022, when the Illini had the nation's No. 1 scoring defense. The Boilermakers beat Illinois 44-19 last year in West Lafayette.

    


Walters brought four Illinois assistant coaches with him to Purdue.
"I know a lot of those guys personally," Bielema said. "I know what this game Saturday means to them and their players."
Walters doesn't think this season is a lost cause.
"I don't see any reason why we can't turn things around," he said. "You take lessons from your struggles. You take lessons from adversity. You identify your problems and fix them."
Defensive improvements
Bielema knows exactly why Illinois' defense has improved dramatically from last year. It's second-year defensive coordinator Aaron Henry. "Every coordinator I've been associated with has been better in Year 2 than Year 1," Bielema said. "It's a process you have to go through." The Illini rank No. 12 nationally in points allowed and No. 26 in yards allowed.
Turnover troubles
Illinois' defense is seventh in the nation and leads the Big Ten in forced fumbles and 13th in the nation and third in the Big Ten in interceptions. That doesn't bode well for Purdue, which has lost four fumbles and QB Hudson Card has thrown four interceptions. Worse yet, the Boilermakers are No. 120 in the nation in points scored and yards gained.

    


Love returns to Illinois
Former Illinois running back Reggie Love III will face his former team Saturday after transferring during the offseason. Love is Purdue's No. 2 rusher with 41 carries for 215 yards and two touchdowns. Devin Mockobee has gained 375 yards on 60 carries and has one TD.
Silver linings
Some Purdue players are having decent seasons. In addition to DB Dillon Thieneman, who is 11th nationally in solo tackles, TE Max Klare leads the team in receptions (15), receiving yards (219) and receiving TDs (2) and Keelan Crimmins is averaging 45.0 yards per punt, which would be the second-best average in Purdue history.
Close calls
Illinois is making a habit of winning close games. The Illini are 7-3 in one-score games in 2023 and 2024, including wins this season over then-ranked Kansas and Nebraska. The Illini were underdogs in four of the seven one-score wins, including three road games.
___
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            Boise State running back Ashton Jeanty (2) runs away from Utah State safety Malik McConico (21) on a 75-yard touchdown run in the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Boise, Idaho. . (AP Photo/Steve Conner)
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            Boise State head coach Spencer Danielson claps after a 75 yard touchdown run by running back Ashton Jeanty (2) against Utah State in the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Boise, Idaho. . (AP Photo/Steve Conner)
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HONOLULU (AP) -- As Boise State continues its climb up the national rankings, the team's attitude has not changed. Spencer Danielson simply won't allow it.
In his first full season leading the 17th-ranked Broncos (4-1, 1-0 Mountain West), Danielson has ensured the perennial Mountain West frontrunners have remained focused on the task at hand, and this week's game at Hawaii (2-3, 0-1) is no different.
"We're going to get Hawaii's best football they've played all year Saturday night and we are working hard to make sure they see ours and whatever that looks like at the end of the game, it looks like that. But we know we're going to get their best and we've got to earn the right to give ours, too," Danielson said.
Since a 37-34 loss at Oregon on Sept. 7, Boise State has won three straight. 
The Broncos, who have scored 45 or more points in every game except the loss to the Ducks, climbed four spots in this week's AP Top 25. Danielson, however, keeps his daily focus on the effort and execution of his players in practices.

    


"That's what this team is about, is what you do in practice is what you'll do in a game," he said.




Danielson isn't overlooking the Rainbow Warriors, who are 2-1 at home this season, nor the many off-the-field hindrances that may come with a visit to the middle of the Pacific Ocean.
"We know we're playing a really good Hawaii team and we've got to deal with the flight, the distractions, the beach, the time change -- there are a lot of things that are against us -- and they've played teams extremely well off the island, but even more on the island, so it's a battle for us. They have the top-ranked defense in our conference; we've got to come ready to play in all three phases," Danielson said.
Jeanty's run for the Heisman 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Boise State running back Ashton Jeanty has established himself as a serious Heisman Trophy contender with a number of stellar performances. He ran for 267 yards and six touchdowns in the season opener against Georgia Southern. A week later, Jeanty carried 25 times for 192 yards and three TDs at Oregon. He also gashed Washington State for 259 yards and four TDs.

    


"He's a great player," Hawaii coach Timmy Chang said of the 5-foot-9, 215-pound junior.
Jeanty leads the nation in rushing yards and rushing TDs, among other categories. Through the Broncos' first five games, Jeanty has collected four Mountain West Conference Offensive Player of the Week awards.
"Right now as it stands, not too many people have been able to really slow him down and stop him with what he's been able to do, and in football it's not just a credit to just him and his ability, but it's also to the team's success and their coaching as well. So it's pretty special that he's doing what he's doing but we get an opportunity to stop him and try to stop them as a team," Chang said.
Broncos jockeying for position 
The expansion of the College Football Playoff from four to 12 teams this season assures that the highest-rated conference champion from the Group of 5 will have a seat at the table. Boise State is currently well-positioned as the lone non-Power Four member in the AP Top 25 this week. The first of six CFP rankings will be released on Nov. 5.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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AUSTIN, Texas (AP) -- Quinn Ewers will return as the starting quarterback for No. 1 Texas against rival No. 18 Oklahoma after missing the previous two games with an abdomen strain, Longhorns coach Steve Sarkisian said Thursday.
Sarkisian had said Monday that Ewers would likely start against the Sooners, but he wanted to monitor his progress through the week. Sarkisian confirmed Ewers as the starter after Thursday's practice.
Ewers has passed for 691 yards and eight touchdowns for the Longhorns (5-0, 1-0 SEC), but he has not played since the second quarter of Texas' win over UTSA on Sept. 14. The Longhorns were off last week, giving him more time to rest and practice.
Second-year freshman Arch Manning has started two games and has passed for 901 yards and nine touchdowns.
___
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Alabama's stunning loss was splashed across headlines and screens nationwide.
South Carolina didn't get nearly so much attention but is trying to bounce back from its own embarrassing performance.
It's time to see how they both respond on Saturday at Bryant-Denny Stadium. The seventh-ranked Crimson Tide (4-1, 1-1 Southeastern Conference) had a one-week cameo atop the poll ended with a 40-35 loss at Vanderbilt.
Yes, Vanderbilt. No matter how well the Commodores played, it still raises questions about Kalen DeBoer's first Alabama team that he and fans alike want answered.
"We left ourselves a little less wiggle room to achieve some of the goals we have, but those goals are still out there," DeBoer said. "And we need to just focus on what our whole mindset is, is to always improve every single day. And that's never gonna change."
The Gamecocks (3-2, 1-2) were dominated 27-3 at home by ninth-ranked Mississippi. They were held to 313 total yards and couldn't reach the end zone.

    


"Where we have to be better is understanding, in this league it's a fine line," South Carolina coach Shane Beamer said. "The details are magnified. We don't have games in this league where you just roll out the balls and you win because you're a couple of touchdowns better."




Malachi's meltdown

Safety Malachi Moore let his emotions get the best of him late in the loss to Vandy with an unsportsmanlike conduct penalty and other bad behavior. But the two-time team captain is still expected to start and remains a key leader on a defense that couldn't make key stops in that game.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"He's a guy that's pretty much out there every play, so right now I'm expecting that to be the case," DeBoer said.
Likewise, South Carolina edge rusher Dylan Stewart had the backing of his coach after getting flagged against Mississippi for pretending to repeatedly shoot quarterback Jaxson Dart after a stop.

    


Milroe's bounce back
Alabama quarterback Jalen Milroe was brought back to earth against Vanderbilt after emerging from the win over Georgia rated as the Heisman Trophy favorite. Milroe still passed for 310 yards but had an early interception returned for a touchdown and only rushed for 10 yards.
He's still leading the nation in pass efficiency and has 11 passing touchdowns, nine rushing touchdowns and a two-point conversion. That 122-point total ranks second in the nation.
Alabama reunion
South Carolina coach Shane Beamer said he will enjoy the Alabama visit, in part because he'll reconnect with former Tide player Sylvester Croom, who gave Beamer his first full-time coaching job when Croom was coach at Mississippi State. Croom is part of a celebration for Alabama's national championship team in 1974.
"So it will be great to see coach Croom," Beamer said. "He has meant so much to me in my life."
Running mild
Both teams could be looking to get their running backs more involved.
South Carolina leading rusher Raheim Sanders carried eight times for 29 yards against Ole Miss. He has 315 yards and four touchdowns, averaging 4.8 yards per carry.
Alabama's Jam Miller carried just five times and Justice Haynes six against Vandy. Miller is averaging 8.2 yards a carry this season and Haynes 7.2, so they're typically effective when they get the chances.

    


Change of plans
Beamer had hoped to spent a few days this offseason out in Washington picking the brain of DeBoer, then the Huskies coach. Beamer admired DeBoer's skill and the way he ran his program and hoped to learn a little bit about it. But when DeBoer took over at Alabama, Beamer knew he'd have to look somewhere else. "Unfortunately for me," Beamer said. "I didn't think he was going to let me come into Tuscaloosa."
___ AP Sports Writer Pete Iacobelli contributed to this report. 
___
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal, of Spain, celebrates after winning a point against Frances Tiafoe, of the United States, during the fourth round of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Monday, Sept. 5, 2022, in New York., as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal, right, and Switzerland's Roger Federer pose with their trophies after the men's final match for the French Open tennis tournament at Roland Garros stadium in Paris, June 5, 2011, as Nadal has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Lionel Cironneau, File)
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                                        MADRID (AP) -- Reactions to 22-time Grand Slam champion Rafael Nadal announcing Thursday that he will retire from tennis after next month's Davis Cup finals:
___
"What a career, Rafa! I always hoped this day would never come. Thank you for the unforgettable memories and all your incredible achievements in the game we love. It's been an absolute honor!" -- Roger Federer.
___
"Rafa, one post is not enough to express the respect I have for you and what you have done for our sport. You have inspired millions of children to start playing tennis and I think that's probably greatest achievement anyone can wish for. Your tenacity, dedication, fighting spirit is going to be taught for decades. Your legacy will live forever ... Thank you for pushing me to the very limit so many times in our rivalry that has impacted me the most as a player." -- Novak Djokovic on Instagram.

    


___
"14 thanks for the millions of memories." -- the X account of Roland Garros, where Nadal won his record 14 French Opens.
___
"I was very lucky to get to know him also as a person, and he's an unbelievable person ... The lessons he taught us young players ... how to behave on court, how to handle situations on the court ... to stay humble, not changing with the success." -- top-ranked Jannik Sinner.




___
"One last dance." -- the X account of the Davis Cup, at which Nadal will end his career next month.
___
"As I child I watched you on television and dreamed that I would one day be the tennis player who had the immense pleasure of playing by your side at Roland Garros representing Spain in the Olympics! Many thanks for being an example at every level. Your legacy won't be matched." -- Carlos Alcaraz on X. 
___

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Rafa, what an amazing career you had! Your dedication, passion and incredible talent have inspired millions of people all over the world. It has been an honor to bear witness to your career and to be able to call you a friend. Congratulations on an amazing career! Enjoy your retirement!" -- Soccer great Cristiano Ronaldo.

    


___
"Another tough one. Retirement is inevitable but I'm going to miss watching this bloke fighting for every point like no other. A truly remarkable human, best wishes Rafael Nadal." -- tennis great Rod Laver on X.
___
"I didn't cry, but I had tears in my eyes. What he achieved in this sport, it's incredible. He's inspiration for all of us, for the next generation, for current players. He's a legend." -- tennis player Aryna Sabalenka.
___
"Thank you for everything Rafa, it's been nothing short of incredible." -- the ATP tour on X.
___
"Rafael Nadal is one of the greatest male tennis players of all time and as sad as it is to hear this news, I would like to congratulate him on his phenomenal career. Of course his individual record speaks for itself, but it was when he had his nation's flag on his chest that we saw him at his absolute best." -- International Tennis Federation President David Haggerty.
___
"Nope, I/we refuse this application to retire." -- British tennis player Katie Boulter on X.
___
"Congratulations on your spectacular career and the legacy you leave behind." -- Spain great Andres Iniesta, who announced his retirement from soccer on Tuesday.

    


___
"Rafa don't retire I wanna play you 1 last time." -- Australian tennis player Nick Kyrgios on X.
___

"Rafa Nadal is also a source of pride for our country and is an example of the core values of sport, with which he has forged his entire extraordinary career." -- Real Madrid president Florentino Perez in a statement.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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            Tennessee running back Dylan Sampson (6) breaks away for a big run against Arkansas during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Fayetteville, Ark. (AP Photo/Michael Woods)
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            Arkansas fans rush the field to celebrate after Arkansas upsets Tennessee 19-14 during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Fayetteville, Ark. (AP Photo/Michael Woods)
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            Tennessee running back Dylan Sampson (6) celebrates with teammates after scoring a touchdown against Arkansas during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Fayetteville, Ark. (AP Photo/Michael Woods)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Florida (3-2, 1-1 Southeastern Conference) at No. 8 Tennessee (4-1, 1-1), Saturday, 7 p.m. ET (ESPN).
BetMGM College Football Odds: Tennessee by 15 1/2.
Series record: Florida leads 32-21.
What's at stake?
The Tennessee Vols are back home for the first time in a month with fans ready to turn Neyland Stadium into an orange and white checkerboard. The Vols have to bounce back off last week's stunning loss at Arkansas and beat Florida for their looming showdown with No. 7 Alabama to have major significance or playoff implications. Florida is trying to get on a run after wins over Mississippi State and UCF with this an opportunity for the Gators to test themselves in the first of several games against ranked Southeastern Conference teams. 
Key matchup
Florida DL vs. Tennessee OTs. Gator DE Tyreak Sapp has 2 1/2 sacks, and tackle George Gumbs, who transferred to Florida from Northern Illinois, has collected four himself. Tennessee LT Lance Heard and RT Jack Campbell struggled against Arkansas as the Vols gave up four sacks and several hurries.

    


Players to watch
Florida: WR Elijhah Badger. Arkansas threw for 297 yards against Tennessee, exposing vulnerabilities in the Vols' secondary. If the Gators exploit those areas, Badger will be counted on to make something happen. He has caught 17 passes for 346 yards and two touchdowns this season.




Tennessee: RB Dylan Sampson. He has rushed for 12 touchdowns (2nd in FBS) and 589 yards (2nd in SEC, 14th in FBS) this season. When Sampson is running well, so does the Tennessee offense. The Gators struggled getting lined up against Mississippi State, which ran an up-tempo attack similar to Tennessee's.
Facts & figures

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This is the eighth time Tennessee fans have "checkered" Neyland Stadium. The Vols have won two straight such games. ... This is the first of four straight games at home for Tennessee over five weeks. ... This is the latest Tennessee has played its SEC home opener since Oct. 13, 1990. ... Tennessee is ranked No. 1 in FBS in third-down defense (allowing conversions on 22.1%). ... Dating to last year's Citrus Bowl win over Iowa, the Vols have held six straight opponents under 20 points. ... Gator QBs Graham Mertz and DJ Lagway have combined for the No. 15 passer rating (167.3) in FBS. ... Florida C Jake Slaughter grades out No. 1 in FBS in pass blocking (90.2). ... Neither Slaughter nor Vols C Cooper Mays has yielded a sack this season.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Texas quarterback Quinn Ewers (3) signals during the first half of an NCAA college football game against UTSA in Austin, Texas, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Oklahoma quarterback Michael Hawkins Jr. (9) escapes the pressure from Auburn linebacker Dorian Mausi Jr. (12) as he scrambles from the pocket during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Auburn, Ala. (AP Photo/Butch Dill)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 1 Texas (5-0, 1-0 SEC) vs No. 18 Oklahoma (4-1, 1-1) in Dallas, Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ABC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Texas by 14 1/2.
Series record: Texas leads 63-51-5.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Texas is back to No. 1 and remembers last season's stinging defeat to the Sooners, their only loss in the regular season. Oklahoma needs to avoid a second early SEC loss to stay in the league championship chase. Oklahoma starts freshman Michael Hawkins Jr. at quarterback.
KEY MATCHUP
Oklahoma tackles Michael Tarquin and Jake Taylor vs Texas edge rusher Colin Simmons. Tarquin and Taylor will be charged with keeping the pressure off Hawkins and making sure he's got room to scamper if Sooners receivers are covered. Simmons is emerging as one of the top freshmen defenders in the country. He leads Texas with four sacks.
PLAYERS TO WATCH
Texas: Quarterback Quinn Ewers likely returns after missing two games with a strained abdomen. He is a polished veteran who Texas will lean on in an emotional rivalry. He's also had injuries the last three years. If a hard hit or another awkward throw sidelines him again, Texas will give the ball to freshman Arch Manning, who has starred in his supporting role.

    


Oklahoma: Hawkins is stepping into a hornets nest in the Cotton Bowl. Oklahoma has never started a first-year freshman quarterback against Texas. His first career start two weeks ago at Auburn produced Oklahoma's first SEC road victory. His breakout highlight: a 48-yard scramble for a touchdown.




FACTS & FIGURES
The 120th meeting between the border rivals is the first time it's a matchup of SEC teams. Both programs moved from the Big 12 this season. ... It's also the first time Texas has been ranked No. 1 in this game since 1984, which finished in a 15-15 tie ... Oklahoma ranks just 121st nationally in total offense and averages under 300 yards per game. But the Sooners rank fourth in turnovers gained with 13 ... Texas running back Jaydon Blue fumbled twice in the last game against Mississippi State. 
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Pittsburgh quarterback Eli Holstein (10) celebrates his touchdown run with offensive lineman BJ Williams (55) and tight end Gavin Bartholomew (86) during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Chapel Hill, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Seward)
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            Pittsburgh running back Desmond Reid (0) dives to get the ball into the end zone for a touchdown against North Carolina during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Chapel Hill, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Seward)
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            California quarterback Fernando Mendoza (15) passes against Miami during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Berkeley, Calif., Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Jed Jacobsohn)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


California (3-2, 0-2), at No. 22 Pittsburgh (5-1, 1-0), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Pitt by 3 1/2.
Series record: Pitt leads 3-2.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Cal travels across the country looking to rebound after a late collapse that let a potential upset over Miami slip away last week. The Golden Bears are also seeking their first win against a ranked team since beating No. 21 Oregon in 2020. Pitt is off to its best start since 1991. A win would make the Panthers bowl-eligible after going 3-9 a year ago, though they have far bigger goals in mind.
KEY MATCHUP
Cal's secondary against Pitt QB Eli Holstein. The Golden Bears lead the nation in interceptions (11) and will face a Panther offense that has been reborn under Holstein and first-year offensive coordinator Kade Bell. Holstein, an Alabama transfer, is eighth nationally in yards passing per game (313.4).

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
California: DB Nohl Williams. The senior leads the nation with five interceptions and has scored two touchdowns this season, one on an interception return and another on a punt return. 
Pittsburgh: RB Desmond Reid. The 5-foot-8 Reid has been a revelation after transferring from Western Carolina. He's the first running back in school history to have multiple 100-yard receiving games in the same season and is second nationally in all-purpose yards per game (193.5).




FACTS & FIGURES
This is the first meeting between the schools separated by over 2,500 miles since 1966. ... The Golden Bears are already well-traveled in their first season in the ACC. This is Cal's third trip to the Central or Eastern time zone in its first six games. ... The Golden Bears have cut down turnovers dramatically from a year ago. Cal has four giveaways through five games. The Golden Bears turned it over 28 times in 2023, the fourth-highest total in the country. ... Cal found time to go deep against Miami, with quarterback Fernando Mendoza completing four passes of 50 yards or more against the Hurricanes, tied for the most by a quarterback in an ACC contest since 2016. ... Holstein is the first Pitt QB to win his first five starts since Hall of Famer Dan Marino did it in 1979. ... The Panthers are seeking their first 6-0 start since 1982 when they finished 9-3. 
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Minnesota (3-3, 1-2 Big Ten) at UCLA (1-4, 0-3), Saturday 9 p.m. ET (BTN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Minnesota by 5 1/2.
Series record: Minnesota leads 2-1.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Minnesota is riding the high of a 24-17 upset of Southern California. The Gophers now enter a six-week stretch with three road games, two byes and only one home game, still three wins from ensuring bowl eligibility with games against Penn State and Wisconsin late in the season. The Bruins completed their run of three straight top 10 opponents by falling 27-11 at No. 4 Penn State. Even though there have been signs of improvement, first-year head coach DeShaun Foster needs a victory to really have something to sell to the team, recruits and fans. 
KEY MATCHUP
UCLA's run game vs. Minnesota run defense. The Gophers lead the FBS in pass defense, with just 114 yards allowed per game, but they've been vulnerable to breakdowns in their run defense whether by missed tackles or misalignments and have allowed four different opposing RBs to post 111 rushing yards or more. USC's Woody Marks had 20 carries for 134 yards and a TD last week. The Bruins are 132nd out of the 134 FBS teams with 64.2 yards rushing per game.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Minnesota: RB Darius Taylor was a one-man wrecking ball, pummeling USC for 144 yards rushing on 25 carries and 56 yards receiving on five grabs. It was Taylor's fourth career game with 200 all-purpose yards.




UCLA: QB Justyn Martin had some good moments in his first career start, going 22 of 30 passing for 167 yards and one touchdown. While it looks as if Ethan Garbers has recovered enough from an apparent foot injury to be on track to play, it might make sense to carve out something in the game plan for the more mobile Martin, a third-year sophomore.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Only Washington (85.3) has a lower opponent pass efficiency rating in the FBS than Minnesota (86.7). The Gophers also lead the Big Ten and rank second nationally with 10 interceptions. ... UCLA LB Carson Schwesinger has 40 tackles over the past three games, including 15 against Penn State. ... Minnesota is 7 for 7 on fourth down this season. ... Bruins P Brody Richter and the coverage unit are producing a net punting average of 41.9 yards, which ranks 22nd in the FBS. ... Gophers freshman Koi Perich has six punt returns for 135 yards, most in a season for the program in 10 years. Perich's average (22.5 yards) is on pace to break the single-season record set by Paul Giel (16.9 yards) in 1953. .. The Gophers last made the Rose Bowl after the 1961 season, a 21-3 victory over the Bruins (a road loss in 1978 came when UCLA was sharing the LA Memorial Coliseum with USC). 
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Vanderbilt (3-2, 1-1 Southeastern Conference) at Kentucky (3-2, 1-2), Saturday, 7:45 p.m. ET (SEC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Kentucky by 13 1/2.
Series record: Kentucky leads 49-43-4.
What's at stake?
A spot in the AP Top 25 is possibly on the line for the winner. Both Kentucky and Vanderbilt received votes for this week's poll coming off big wins. Vanderbilt ended an 0-60 drought against AP top-five teams by upsetting top-ranked Alabama 40-35 last week. Kentucky is well-rested following an upset of then-No. 6 Mississippi on Sept. 28. The last time the Commodores won consecutive SEC games was in 2022 when they won at Kentucky, then beat Florida.
Key matchup
Vanderbilt's offense might get a lot of attention thanks to the swagger and confidence of its quarterback. The Commodores' 33.5-point average in SEC games ranks fourth, while their 37.6-point overall average stands fifth. The 40 points they hung on 'Bama was their second-highest total this season. Ole Miss was Kentucky's first opponent to surpass 300 yards (353), but the Wildcats held the nation's top offense in scoring, yardage and passing to just 17 points and 262 yards passing. 

    


Players to watch
Vanderbilt QB Diego Pavia. Not only does the reigning Conference USA offensive player of the year play with a big chip on his shoulder, he also imbues confidence in his teammates by finding the open receiver or crack to run through. Pavia is why Vanderbilt ranks 22nd nationally in scoring at 37.6 points a game. He completed 80% of his passes against the Tide for 252 yards and two TDs. 




Kentucky WR Dane Key has caught 15 passes for 245 yards and a touchdown the past two games, including a career-high eight receptions for 105 with a score that helped the Wildcats beat Ole Miss. The junior from Lexington had a career-best 145 yards on seven catches in a 41-6 win over Ohio. Key's team-high 369 yards on 23 catches rank seventh among SEC receivers and he's ninth all-time in program history with 1,524.
Facts & figures

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The visitor has won the past two meetings. Vanderbilt won 24-21 in Lexington in 2022. ... Vanderbilt held the ball for over 42 minutes against Alabama, had a season-high 26 first downs and converted 12 of 18 third downs. ... Eli Stowers, a converted quarterback, led the 'Dores with six catches for 113 yards against Alabama and leads SEC tight ends with 333 yards receiving. ... Kentucky ILB D'Eryk Jackson has team highs of 26 tackles and made at least one stop while starting the past 27 of 28 contests. ... Barion Brown and Key have each surpassed 100 career catches this season. 
___
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            Georgia Tech quarterback Haynes King (10) looks out over the Louisville defensive line before the snap during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Louisville, Ky., Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024. Louisville won 31-19. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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            North Carolina running back Omarion Hampton (28) is tackled by Pittsburgh defensive lineman Isaiah Neal (97) and defensive back Donovan McMillon (3) during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Chapel Hill, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Seward)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Georgia Tech (4-2, 2-2 Atlantic Coast Conference) at North Carolina (3-3, 0-2), Saturday, noon ET (CW)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Georgia Tech by 5 1/2.
Series record: Georgia Tech leads 33-22-3.
What's at stake?
Georgia Tech is coming off of handing Duke its first loss but has alternated wins and losses since a 2-0 start. North Carolina has lost three straight after a 3-0 start, putting the Tar Heels on fragile footing in Year 6 of their second tenure under Mack Brown.
Key matchup
UNC RB Omarion Hampton vs. Georgia Tech's run defense. Hampton is a preseason Associated Press All-American who is fifth nationally with 127.3 yards rushing per game to go with seven touchdowns. The Tar Heels need a big game from him against a rushing defense that is ranked 11th in the Bowl Subdivision ranks by allowing just 87.5 yards per game and in the top 20 at 3.14 yards per carry.

    


Players to watch
Georgia Tech: RB Jamal Haynes ran for 128 yards on 19 carries as the Yellow Jackets outrushed Duke 245-74 and claimed a 412-279 advantage in total yards. Haynes also caught a go-ahead, 4-yard touchdown pass in the fourth quarter. Haynes leads Georgia Tech with 366 rushing yards and five touchdowns.




UNC: QB Jacolby Criswell. He has thrown for 1,158 yards and seven touchdowns in a season that has seen him go from third-string passer to the weekly starter.
Facts & figures
The Yellow Jackets have won five of six meetings, including a home shootout last year against a ranked UNC team. ... Brown has 285 career victories, the most of active Bowl Subdivision coaches. ... The Tar Heels' last win in the series came in 2019 on the road. UNC hasn't beaten Georgia Tech at home since 2016. ... UNC defensive coordinator Geoff Collins was head coach of the Yellow Jackets for four seasons from 2019-22 before being replaced by current coach Brent Key. .Key on facing Collins: "I wish nothing but the best for Geoff except for this Saturday." .. RB Chad Alexander was placed on scholarship by Key on Tuesday after having season-high totals of 10 carries for 59 yards against Duke as a complement to Haynes. ... QB Haynes King is second on the Georgia Tech team with 246 rushing yards and four touchdowns.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/georgia-tech-unc-football-preview-capsule-48a81d3cfe88a083fa7aa1a77db9b038
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            England's Harry Brook acknowledges crowd as he walks off the field after his dismissal on 317 run during the fourth day of the first test cricket match between Pakistan and England, in Multan, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            England's Harry Brook celebrates after scoring 250 runs during the fourth day of the first test cricket match between Pakistan and England, in Multan, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 13 | 
            English fans cheer for their team during the fourth day of the first test cricket match between Pakistan and England, in Multan, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 13 | 
            England's Harry Brook plays a shot during the fourth day of the first test cricket match between Pakistan and England, in Multan, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            England's Harry Brook plays a shot during the fourth day of the first test cricket match between Pakistan and England, in Multan, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            England's Harry Brook loses his balance while playing a shot during the fourth day of the first test cricket match between Pakistan and England, in Multan, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            7 of 13 | 
            England's coach Brendon McCullum, left, and others applause for Joe Root, second right, who scores 259 runs not out, on the lunch break during the fourth day of the first test cricket match between Pakistan and England, in Multan, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            England's Brydon Carse, center, celebrates with teammates after taking the wicket of Pakistan's Mohammad Rizwan during the fourth day of the first test cricket match between Pakistan and England, in Multan, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            Pakistan's Babar Azam reacts as he walks off the field after his dismissal during the fourth day of the first test cricket match between Pakistan and England, in Multan, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            England's Brydon Carse, center, celebrates with teammates after taking the wicket of Pakistan's Saim Ayub during the fourth day of the first test cricket match between Pakistan and England, in Multan, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            England's Ben Duckett takes the catch to dismiss Pakistan's Saim Ayub during the fourth day of the first test cricket match between Pakistan and England, in Multan, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            England's Jack Leach, center, celebrates with and teammates after the dismissal of Pakistan's Saud Shakeel during the fourth day of the first test cricket match between Pakistan and England, in Multan, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            England's Jamie Smith, center, and teammates celebrate after the dismissal of Pakistan's Saud Shakeel, right, during the fourth day of the first test cricket match between Pakistan and England, in Multan, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            England's Harry Brook acknowledges crowd as he walks off the field after his dismissal on 317 run during the fourth day of the first test cricket match between Pakistan and England, in Multan, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            England's Harry Brook celebrates after scoring 250 runs during the fourth day of the first test cricket match between Pakistan and England, in Multan, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            English fans cheer for their team during the fourth day of the first test cricket match between Pakistan and England, in Multan, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 13

                                    
                                    English fans cheer for their team during the fourth day of the first test cricket match between Pakistan and England, in Multan, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 13 | 
            England's Harry Brook plays a shot during the fourth day of the first test cricket match between Pakistan and England, in Multan, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            England's Harry Brook plays a shot during the fourth day of the first test cricket match between Pakistan and England, in Multan, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            Pakistan's Babar Azam reacts as he walks off the field after his dismissal during the fourth day of the first test cricket match between Pakistan and England, in Multan, Pakistan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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                                        MULTAN, Pakistan (AP) -- England is on the verge of a famous cricket victory after Harry Brook smashed the second-fastest triple century in test history, Joe Root scored a career-best 262 and the tourists declared their first innings at an enormous 823-7 against Pakistan in the first test on Thursday. 
Pakistan, which scored 556 in its first innings, collapsed second time round to reach stumps on Day 4 at 152-6, needing another 115 runs to avoid an innings defeat.
It was the fourth time a test team scored more than 800 runs -- and the first time this century -- as Yorkshire pair Brook and Root showed plenty of resilience and stamina to rewrite the record books in the heat of Multan.
"It was an unreal wicket to bat on and I'll probably roll it (the wicket) open and take it with me," Brook said after his marathon seven-hour innings of 317 runs off 322 balls that featured 29 fours and three sixes.

    


Brook raised his triple hundred off 310 balls, which was the second-fastest in test history after Virender Sehwag of India achieved the feat in 268 balls against South Africa in 2008.
"Me and Rooty both were just trying to cash in on what was a good pitch," Brook said. "We were both struggling with the heat for a while, (but) it makes you feel so comfortable when you watch him at the other end, he makes the game look so easy."




Brook was one of England's key batters during its 3-0 sweep in Pakistan two years ago when he scored centuries at Rawalpindi, Multan and Karachi.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Brook shared England's highest-ever partnership of 454 runs with Root for the fourth wicket, taking the team from 249-3 to 703-4 in a marathon stand.
Root was the first of the pair to be out -- leg before wicket on the back foot to Salman Agha -- and Brook top-edged a sweep and was caught at fine leg to give Saim Ayub one of his two wickets.
Brook became England's sixth test triple century-maker and first since Graham Gooch's 333 against India in 1990 as Pakistan's bowlers toiled for 150 overs before Ollie Pope declared the innings half an hour before tea.

    


Pakistan then crumbled with its top-order stumbling against the pace of Gus Atkinson (2-28) and Brydon Carse (2-39) after Chris Woakes had uprooted the off stump of Abdullah Shafique on the first ball of the innings.
England could have pressed for victory inside four days, but Shoaib Bashir dropped an easy chance from Aamer Jamal at deep backward square leg off Carse's short delivery. One of Pakistan's three first innings centurions, Agha was fighting a grim battle, unbeaten on 41, with Jamal not out on 27.
It was a tough day for the hosts after Brook and Root had destroyed the home team bowling with six bowlers conceding over 100 runs for only the second time in test history on a flat wicket. Leg-spinner Abrar Ahmed was hospitalized for fever and didn't play on Day 4 but he had already cost 0-174.
Ayub (2-101), Naseem Shah (2-157), Agha (1-118), Jamal (1-126), and Shaheen Shah Afridi (1-120) were ruthlessly treated.

Root continued his sublime form and raised his career-best score a day after surpassing Alastair Cook's record of most runs for England in test matches.
Both batters scored freely as they toyed with pace and spin with ease on a benign wicket. 
"We got bashed up a little bit today, there's no doubt about that," said Pakistan assistant coach Tim Nielsen.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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            Mississippi State running back Davon Booth (21) runs against Texas defensive backs Jahdae Barron (7) and Jelani McDonald (25) during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Austin, Texas, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Mississippi State (1-4, 0-2 SEC) at No. 5 Georgia (4-1, 2-1), Saturday 4:15 p.m. ET (SEC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Georgia by 33 1/2. 
Series record: Georgia leads 20-6.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Georgia will complete back-to-back home games before playing its next three away from Athens, including games at No. 1 Texas on Oct. 19 and No. 9 Mississippi on Nov. 9. Georgia recovered from a 41-34 loss at Alabama by taking a 31-13 win over Auburn last week. Coach Kirby Smart called on his team to "cut it loose" with a more impressive offensive showing this week. Mississippi State will be playing to end a four-game losing streak after beating Eastern Kentucky 56-7 to open the season.
KEY MATCHUP
Mississippi State freshman QB Michael Van Buren made his first start in a 35-13 loss to No. 1 Texas on Sept. 28 and faces another tough challenge against a tough Georgia defense led by defensive back Malaki Starks. Van Buren completed 12 of 23 passes for 144 yards and rushed for a touchdown against the Longhorns. Starks has an interception and two tackles for losses this season.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Mississippi State: S Isaac Smith missed the game at Texas after sustaining a hard blindside block against Florida but leads a rebuilding young defense that ranks last in the SEC. The sophomore's 51 tackles (32 solo) lead the conference and rank fourth in FBS, while his SEC-best 12.75 stops per contest rank fourth in the nation. Smith posted 17 and 15 stops in consecutive games against Arizona State and Toledo and led the team in tackles in four consecutive games to open the season.




Georgia: WRs Dominic Lovett, who has a team-leading 22 catches, Arian Smith, whose 278 receiving yards lead the team, and Dillon Bell, with three TD catches, will be QB Carson Beck's top targets. WR Colbie Young was suspended indefinitely by Smart following his arrest this week. Smith and Bell each have 18 receptions. Beck has passed for 12 touchdowns with only three interceptions.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mississippi State will visit Georgia for the first time since 2020. Georgia leads the series 20-6 including a 12-1 record at Sanford Stadium. Mississippi State's last win in the series was a 24-10 decision in Athens in 2010. ... The visiting Bulldogs are tied for 109th in the nation with their average of 31.60 points allowed. ... Following the loss to Texas, State will be playing its second consecutive game against a top-five opponent. ... It is the first time since 1971, when Mississippi State lost to No. 4 Alabama and No. 5 Auburn in consecutive games, that the visiting Bulldogs have played back-to-back top-five opponents. ... Georgia sophomore center Drew Bobo, the son of offensive coordinator Mike Bobo, made his first career start against Auburn as Jared Wilson was held out with a foot injury. 
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football.
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            Mississippi quarterback Jaxson Dart (2) throws a pass for a first down during the first half of an NCAA college football game against South Carolina Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)
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            LSU quarterback Garrett Nussmeier (13) reacts after scoring a touchdown during the first half of an NCAA college football game against South Alabama in Baton Rouge, La., Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Tyler Kaufman)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 9 Mississippi (5-1, 1-1 SEC) at No. 13 LSU (4-1, 1-0), Saturday 7:30 p.m. ET (ABC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Mississippi by 3.
Series record: LSU leads 65-43-4.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The loser of this year's "Magnolia Bowl" rivalry game will have an uphill climb, and might be reliant on factors outside of its control, in order to climb back into contention for a spot in the new 12-team College Football Playoff. Ole Miss already has a loss in league play in the race to the SEC championship game.
KEY MATCHUP
Ole Miss' explosive passing offense, which is led by QB Jaxson Dart and ranks second nationally with 372.8 yards per game, against an LSU pass defense that has struggled intermittently with coverage busts and missed tackles, and which ranks 93rd nationally, giving up 236.4 yards per game. 
PLAYERS TO WATCH
Mississippi: Dart has passed for 2,100 yards and 13 touchdowns against two interceptions. He leads the SEC in five categories and is among the top six in FBS in six.

    


LSU: QB Garrett Nussmeier leads the SEC in TDs passing with 15 and his 330.4 yards passing per game ranks second behind only Dart's 350-yard average.
FACTS & FIGURES
Lane Kiffin could become the fastest Ole Miss coach to reach 40 wins. Kiffin is 39-16 with the Rebels in his fifth season with the program. John Vaught was 40-16-3 in his first 59 games and is one of only three Ole Miss coaches to win 40 games. ... With a 23-8 career mark as the Ole Miss starter, Jaxson Dart could match Eli Manning (24-13) and Bo Wallace (24-15) as the program's winningest quarterback. ... With a win, Dart (23-8) would tie for the most starting wins by a Rebel QB in the modern era (since 1968). ... LSU is 43-24-1 against Ole Miss in games played in Baton Rouge. ... This marks the 12th time both teams have been ranked when they've met. LSU has won seven of the previous 11. ... Kiffin and LSU coach Brian Kelly are the only two active SEC coaches to win 100 or more games in the NCAA's top-tier Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS). Kiffin has 100 victories and Kelly has 190 in the FBS and an additional 118 at the Football Championship Subdivision (FCS) level, giving him the most victories of any active college football coach.
___
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            Penn State defensive end Abdul Carter (11) celebrates a tackle against UCLA during the third quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)
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            Minnesota defensive back Justin Walley, below, knocks Southern California wide receiver Duce Robinson (2) off his feet while he carries the ball during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Ellen Schmidt)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            Penn State head coach James Franklin leads his team onto the field for an NCAA college football game against UCLA, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)
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            Southern California quarterback Miller Moss (7) looks to pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Minnesota, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Ellen Schmidt)
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            Penn State quarterback Drew Allar (15) throws a pass to wide receiver Liam Clifford (not shown) during the second half of an NCAA college football game against UCLA, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)
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            Minnesota defensive back Koi Perich tackles Southern California wide receiver Makai Lemon (6) during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Ellen Schmidt)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 4 Penn State (5-0, 2-0 Big Ten) at Southern California (3-2, 1-2), Saturday 3:30 p.m. ET (CBS)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Penn State by 5 1/2.
Series record: USC leads 6-4.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Penn State would burnish its resume for a College Football Playoff berth with a win. Only the showdown against No. 2 Ohio State on Nov. 2 would be considered an impediment to the 12-team field for the Nittany Lions looking at their remaining schedule. A playoff spot is a long shot for the Trojans after a loss at Minnesota where their talent deficiencies on the offensive line and defense were exposed. Lincoln Riley is still looking for a signature victory in his third season at USC, and getting it here would give him the credibility to land the recruiting upgrades necessary to truly contend for national titles. 
KEY MATCHUP
Penn State DE Abdul Carter vs. USC's offensive line. Carter is off to a strong start in his third season with eight tackles for loss and three sacks, and he'll have a good chance to add to those numbers against a shaky front five for the Trojans. They gave up three tackles for loss and one sack to the Golden Gophers, but those numbers don't reflect the constant pressure QB Miller Moss faced, including on an interception early in the fourth quarter when it looked like USC was going to extend a 17-10 lead. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Penn State: QB Drew Allar has been solid in new offensive coordinator Andy Kotelnicki's system, throwing for 1,101 yards and nine touchdowns to one interception. But this is the kind of game, with Big Ten and national championship stakes, where the junior needs to live up to his five-star recruiting ranking and immense potential.




USC: WR Zachariah Branch isn't generating big plays in his sophomore season, which reflects larger trends for the offense. The Trojans didn't hit any explosive passes longer than 20 yards against Minnesota's veteran secondary, and Branch has just three receptions of 20 yards or more this season. He has also struggled as a punt returner, leaving USC to navigate long fields. 
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The most recent meeting between USC and Penn State was in the scintillating 2017 Rose Bowl, when the Trojans scored the last 17 points, including a field goal as time expired, to get a 52-49 win. ... USC RB Woody Marks had 134 yards rushing against Minnesota and has topped 100 yards in three of the past four games. ... Penn State RB Nicholas Singleton is expected to play after sitting out against UCLA because of an undisclosed injury. The junior is averaging 7.7 yards per carry and has five touchdowns from scrimmage this season. ... Moss threw two interceptions versus the Golden Gophers, his first game with multiple picks in six career starts. ... The Nittany Lions held UCLA to -9 yards in the third quarter. They have allowed 87 yards and 1.9 yards per play in the third quarter this season. 
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Tomas Machac of the Czech Republic celebrates after defeating Carlos Alcaraz of Spain in the men's singles quarterfinals match of the Shanghai Masters tennis tournament at Qizhong Forest Sports City Tennis Center in Shanghai, China, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Carlos Alcaraz of Spain plays a backhand return against Tomas Machac of the Czech Republic during the men's singles quarterfinals match in the Shanghai Masters tennis tournament at Qizhong Forest Sports City Tennis Center in Shanghai, China, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Daniil Medvedev of Russia receives medical timeout during the men's singles quarterfinals match against Jannik Sinner of Italy in the Shanghai Masters tennis tournament at Qizhong Forest Sports City Tennis Center in Shanghai, China, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 12 | 
            Daniil Medvedev of Russia receives medical timeout during the men's singles quarterfinals match against Jannik Sinner of Italy in the Shanghai Masters tennis tournament at Qizhong Forest Sports City Tennis Center in Shanghai, China, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 12 | 
            Daniil Medvedev of Russia waves to his supporters as he leaves the court after defeated by Jannik Sinner of Italy in the men's singles quarterfinals match of the Shanghai Masters tennis tournament at Qizhong Forest Sports City Tennis Center in Shanghai, China, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 12 | 
            Daniil Medvedev of Russia serves against Jannik Sinner of Italy during the men's singles quarterfinals match in the Shanghai Masters tennis tournament at Qizhong Forest Sports City Tennis Center in Shanghai, China, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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                                        SHANGHAI (AP) -- No. 2-ranked Carlos Alcaraz's 12-match winning streak was ended by Tomas Machac 7-6 (5), 7-5 in the Shanghai Masters quarterfinals on Thursday.
It was No. 33 Machac's third tour-level quarterfinal, and the Czech player proved more than a match for the four-time major-winning Spaniard as he earned his second win over a top-five opponent this year in two hours.
Machac will play top-ranked Jannik Sinner in the semifinals.
"I knew that the level of my tennis would be great because I am playing the best right now, for sure," Machac said. "I beat Tommy Paul (in my) last match with an unbelievable performance. With these types of players, I have to play this level otherwise it's 6-2, 6-3 (and) you go home, there is no other option.
Alcaraz, who won the China Open in a thriller against Sinner last week, learned of Rafael Nadal's retirement announcement shortly before going on court but said the news about his idol hadn't affected his match.

    


"It is a really difficult thing, really difficult news for everybody, and even tougher for me," Alcaraz said. "He has been my idol since I start playing tennis. I look up to him. Proudly, thanks to him, I really wanted to become a professional tennis player. Losing him, in a certain way, is going to be difficult for us, so I will try to enjoy as much as I can when he's going to play.




"But we are going to play in Saudi Arabia, and then Davis Cup, so I'm going to try to enjoy as much as I can the time with him. But, yeah, it is a shame for tennis and for me."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sinner advanced to his fifth ATP Masters semifinal of the season when the Italian swept aside fifth-ranked Daniil Medvedev in straight sets.
Sinner started strongly and only faced one break point in his 6-1, 6-4 masterclass over the Russian, who needed treatment on his shoulder from the physio during the second set.
"I'm very happy how I handled today and this match," Sinner said. "It felt like he had a bit of shoulder pain and couldn't hit his forehand as well as he wished to. Hopefully, he can recover as fast as possible, but from my side it was a great match, a great battle, and let's see what I can do now in the semifinals."

    


With Thursday's win, the two-time major winner has leveled his head-to-head series against Medvedev at 7-7, but has won seven of the last eight meetings with the Russian.
Wuhan Open
Second-ranked Aryna Sabalenka rallied from a set down to beat No. 35 Yulia Putintseva 1-6, 6-4, 6-0 to maintain her undefeated record at the Wuhan Open and rise to the top of the WTA rankings.
Thursday's win for the Belarussian allowed her to regain top spot in the rankings from Iga Swiatek, who is absent from the women's Asian swing citing personal reasons and fatigue.
Sabalenka, the U.S. Open champion, is 14-0 in Wuhan after winning the title on her first appearance in 2018 and defending her crown in 2019 before the tournament took a five-year hiatus from the calendar due to COVID-19 travel restrictions.
The three-time major winner started slowly but roared to life during the second set and carried that momentum through the decider to clinch a quarterfinal spot against Beatriz Haddad-Maia or Magdalena Frech.

    


Sabalenka finished with 44 winners to 33 unforced errors, while holding Putintseva to 13 winners and 14 unforced errors.
Coco Gauff advanced to the quarterfinals with a 6-4, 6-1 rout of 17th-ranked Marta Kostyuk.
It was the fourth-ranked Gauff's eighth consecutive win after the American won the China Open last week which moved her back into the top five in the rankings.
Gauff fired two aces and broke the Ukrainian's serve five times -- for the loss of one of her own -- as she clinched a one-sided match and extended her lead in their head-to-head series to 3-1. 
Next for Gauff is No. 45-ranked Magda Linette, who continued her impressive form this week by beating eighth-seeded Daria Kasatkina 6-2, 6-3.
"She's a tough opponent," Gauff said of Linette. "We haven't played since (the U.S. Open in 2021). I really don't know what to expect. But just from watching her play, she's been playing a great couple of matches here in Wuhan.

    


"I expect it to be a tough match. She's not an easy opponent."
Gauff will be the only American left in the draw after third-ranked Jessica Pegula and tour rookie Hailey Baptiste lost.
Pegula, the U.S. Open finalist, had a tough afternoon against the 51st-ranked Wang Xinyu of China, who was dominant on serve throughout and clinched a 6-3, 7-5 win. 
Wang had won their only previous meeting in three sets in the second round at Wimbledon and got off to a fast start here by breaking Pegula twice in the opening set to take the lead.
After her first win over a top-10 player in the previous round, Baptiste was routed by Ekaterina Alexandrova 6-1, 6-1.

Paris Olympics gold medalist Zheng Qinwen rallied to beat Leylah Fernandez 5-7, 6-3, 6-0 and sixth-ranked Jasmine Paolini defeated Erika Andreeva 6-3, 6-2.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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MORGANTOWN, W.Va. (AP) -- Iowa State coach Matt Campbell knows how good his team has been on the road. He also needs no reminder what happened to the Cyclones the last time they traveled to West Virginia. 
The Mountaineers picked apart the Big 12's top defense in 2021, and an Iowa State team that started that season with a No. 7 ranking tumbled out for good after the 38-31 loss.
No. 11 Iowa State (5-0, 2-0 Big 12) again has the league's best defense and is on the verge of another top 10 ranking with West Virginia (3-2, 2-0) standing in its way Saturday night. The winner will forge a first-place tie with idle Texas Tech, which is 3-0 in league play.
The Cyclones have won six straight road games dating to last season, including a last-second squeaker over archrival Iowa on Sept. 7. 
"We've been in two tough road environments already. There's value to that," Campbell said. "What West Virginia will be, will be another level of excitement."

    


Iowa State is 5-0 for the first time since 1980 and hasn't started 6-0 since 1938. But Campbell cautions that now isn't the time to celebrate.
"You're really judged by who you are at the end of the year and who you become through this journey," Campbell said. 




West Virginia has won two straight heading into a night game in which it will wear black uniforms in honor of the state's coal mining industry. The Mountaineers' losses were to two current unbeaten teams, No. 4 Penn State and No. 22 Pittsburgh. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Our guys aren't going to blink in these games," West Virginia coach Neal Brown said. 
Tough D
The Cyclones are allowing 10 points and 272 yards per game, both the stingiest in the Big 12. It's been a group effort. Darien Porter, Jeremiah Cooper and Jontez Williams have two interceptions apiece. No defender is averaging more than seven tackles per game.
This could be Iowa State's toughest test yet. West Virginia had 389 rushing yards alone in a 38-14 win at Oklahoma State.

    


Comparing QBs
Iowa State's Rocco Becht is one of the Big 12's more accurate quarterbacks and has thrown for nine touchdowns with three interceptions. Brown calls the sophomore "efficient." 
West Virginia's Garrett Greene is among the league's top dual threats, averaging 5.4 yards per rush and nearly 15 yards per completion, although West Virginia runs the ball on two-thirds of its offensive plays. 
"Any time their quarterback's got the ability to run, it can put your defensive rules in conflict really fast," Campbell said. 
Rocco's dad
Becht won't be the only member of his family getting attention on the field Saturday. His father, Anthony Becht, will be recognized for his induction into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame.
Anthony Becht, a tight end for the Mountaineers from 1996 to 1999, couldn't be at the school's Sept. 21 induction ceremony and instead said he would attend Saturday's game.
Becht was selected 27th overall in the 2000 NFL draft by the New York Jets and played for five NFL teams over 11 seasons. He currently is a Jets radio analyst and is the head coach of the UFL's St. Louis Battlehawks. 

    


Changing places
Since defensive coordinator Jordan Lesley made the move from the sideline to the coaches' box to give him a better vantage point, West Virginia has limited two opponents to 187 passing yards per game, significantly less than the 281 average over the first three.
Lesley said he enjoys and misses the emotions on the sideline but watching the game from up top "calms it down a little bit."
"Now that I'm there, I'll never go back," he said. 
Block party
Iowa State's Myles Mendeszoon blocked a Baylor punt that teammate Caden Matson returned 25 yards for a touchdown last week. Porter had his fourth career blocked punt against Arkansas State on Sept. 21, setting up a TD drive.
___
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CLEMSON, S.C. (AP) -- Clemson coach Dabo Swinney got a little help from last week's college football chaos in reminding his 10th-ranked Tigers that no team is invincible. 
It's a lesson he will put to use this week as Clemson goes to Wake Forest looking for its 16th straight win in the series. 
The Tigers (4-1, 3-0 Atlantic Coast Conference) have not lost to the Demon Deacons (2-3, 1-1) since 2008. That was the game that led to then-coach Tommy Bowden's firing and the hiring of Swinney, who got the job full time after the season and has beaten Wake Forest every season since. 
Seems like the chance for some complacency to set in, right? Not after last week when No. 1 Alabama, No. 4 Tennessee, No. 10 Michigan and No. 11 Southern Cal all lost to teams they were expected to beat handily. 
"Yeah, college football did us a favor," Swinney said of the highly ranked defeats. 

    


The Tigers, who've won nine of their past 10 games, continued their resurgence at struggling Florida State last week with a 29-13 victory. 
It wasn't the sharpest performance Clemson's had this season, but it managed more than 500 yards and did more than enough on defense to keep the Seminoles off balance and off the scoreboard. If the Tigers can't keep it going at Wake Forest, Swinney knows it could cost the team its championship dreams. 




"All we've done is create some opportunity for ourselves," he said. "But we've got a long way to go." 
Making history

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Wake Forest came from 10 points down in the fourth quarter to win at N.C. State, 34-30. It was the 10th time since 2017 the Demon Deacons have rallied from behind to win in the final period and and third time they had trailed by double digits and won. They came from 10 points behind to beat the Wolfpack in 2018 and from 11-points down to defeat Old Dominion in 2023. 
"You just realize how thin the margin is between winning and losing," Wake Forest coach Dave Clawson said. "We were on the right side of it. But that's OK, we were on the wrong side of a few of those. And then you move forward."

    


Starting fast
Clemson emphasized getting off to faster starts this season and so far it's worked. The Tigers have outscored opponents 90-0 in the opening quarter -- they were tied 0-0 with Georgia after the opening period -- that has led them to take quick control in their four straight victories. 
Getting his kicks
Clemson's struggles in the kicking game last year led to Swinney signing Nolan Hauser, who set the national high school record for field goals. So far, so good for Hauser, who had five field goals and accounted for 17 points in the victory over Florida State last week. He was named ACC specialist of the week. Hauser had made 10 of 12 kicks this season and 23 of 24 extra points. 
Following Dabo?
Clawson admires what his counterpart, Swinney, has done in building a cohesive team that succeeds. Clawson has seen how transfers can affect a team. 
"When (transfers) get a lot of money and don't work out, don't think that doesn't cause issues in the locker room," Clawson said. 
Clawson added eight transfers this offseason, including starting quarterback Hank Bachmeier, who last played at Louisiana Tech. 

    


End of the line for now
The expanded, 17-team Atlantic Coast Conference means this will be the last meeting between Clemson and Wake Forest until 2030. The teams have played each year since before the ACC was formed, a streak from 1935 through this year. 
___
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            Tennessee running back Dylan Sampson (6) celebrates with teammates after scoring a touchdown against Arkansas during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Fayetteville, Ark. (AP Photo/Michael Woods)
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            Florida head coach Billy Napier hugs his wife Ali as he leaves the field after defeating Central Florida in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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            Tennessee quarterback Nico Iamaleava (8) drops back to pass against Arkansas during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Fayetteville, Ark. (AP Photo/Michael Woods)
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            Florida quarterback Graham Mertz (15) looks for a receiver during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Central Florida, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- The eighth-ranked Tennessee Volunteers are being tested for the first time this season. 
The Vols are hosting Florida on Saturday night in their first home game in a month coming off a 19-14 loss at Arkansas that snapped a six-game win streak dating back to last season. How they react will go a long way toward dictating their eventual destination.
Fans are painting Neyland Stadium in an orange-and-white checkerboard for the Volunteers (4-1, 1-1 Southeastern Conference). 
How the Vols rebound depends in large part on how quarterback Nico Iamaleava handles his first loss in six starts. He threw for a career-low 156 yards and no touchdowns against the Razorbacks.
"The quarterback position takes 10 other guys around you playing at a high level," Tennessee coach Josh Heupel said. "All 11 doing ordinary things at a really high level was the difference."

    


Florida coach Billy Napier called Iamaleava a "unicorn." 
"He's got a big-time arm," Napier said. "He's got a lot of hype around him. On the tape, you can see why."
The Gators (3-2, 1-1) are showing signs of finding themselves with two straight wins, the latest a 24-13 victory over UCF.




"They continue to get better throughout the course of the season," Heupel said of the Gators. 
Defensive dominance
When Tennessee's offense is humming, the Vols' ground game is a big key setting up passing opportunities. Vols running back Dylan Sampson has rushed for over 100 yards in all but one game this season. He was eight yards shy against Oklahoma. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Florida rose to a significant challenge last week with its best defensive performance this season. UCF entered the game averaging 326 yards on the group. The Gators limited the Knights to just 108 rushing and 273 overall with five sacks.
Double trouble
Tennessee's defense had some weaknesses exposed by Arkansas. Now the Vols are preparing for not one but two quarterbacks in Graham Mertz and DJ Lagway. 

    


"Both of them have played smart football," Heupel said. "They've been accurate with the football, in particular, the last couple weeks. The young kid (Lagway) is dynamic with the ball in his hands."
Deja vu
On the last play at Arkansas, Tennessee got to the Razorbacks 20. Iamaleava rolled out, didn't find a receiver, and ran out of bounds. Iamaleava said he lost his grip, which is why he didn't try throwing. Three years ago, the Vols trailed Ole Miss by five and drove inside the 25 with then-Vols quarterback Joe Milton also tucking and running out of bounds instead of throwing to the end zone.
Helping hand
The Vols are wearing a "Mountain Strong" decal on the back of helmets for East Tennessee victims of Hurricane Helene. Offensive lineman Dayne Davis, whose home is near the area hit hardest, had raised almost $5,000 in a GoFundMe campaign. 
He and a friend also took food and donations to the area last weekend. Davis said: "There's a lot of people who need help. It's just really sad to see what's come to the region."
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - Colorado head coach Deion Sanders walks along the sideline during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Central Florida, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack, File)
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            Colorado wide receiver Travis Hunter (12) catches a pass in the end zone for a 23-yard touchdown with Central Florida defensive back Brandon Adams behind him during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)
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            Kansas State quarterback Avery Johnson runs for a touchdown during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Oklahoma State Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Manhattan, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
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            FILE - Colorado head coach Deion Sanders walks along the sideline during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Central Florida, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack, File)
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BOULDER, Colo. (AP) -- Kansas State is looking for ways to limit the impact of Colorado's top receiver. Same with the Buffaloes' top cornerback.
That it just so happens to be the same person only impresses Wildcats coach Chris Klieman all the more. Travis Hunter is the rare two-way athlete who's on the field for 93% of the plays from scrimmage this season. 
Ironman football, indeed.
"He's doing this at such a high level, on both sides of the ball, and playing fast on both sides of the ball," said Klieman, whose 18th-ranked Wildcats (4-1, 1-1 Big 12) make their first trek to Folsom Field since 2010 on Saturday night to face the surging Buffaloes (4-1, 2-0). "It's really impressive to watch, because he's making plays in both phases -- and big-time plays."
Hunter leads the team in receptions (46), yards receiving (561) and TDs (6). On defense, he has two interceptions despite being rarely targeted, including zero times against Baylor. 

    


"Travis Hunter is one of the Heisman favorites for a reason," Kansas State dual-threat quarterback Avery Johnson said. "He's a really talented player, and what he does on both sides of the ball is really special, and doesn't get enough credit."




Just don't compare him to Colorado coach Deion Sanders, who was a multidimensional threat over his Hall of Fame NFL career. Sanders wants Hunter to have the spotlight all to himself. 
"I've had my turn. I'm that old boxing coach in the corner that says, 'Left, right, left, right. Hit him right here. All right, come over to the corner,'" Sanders cracked. "That's who I am right now. I've had my turn. It's not me against him."
Late night show

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Both teams will be well-rested after coming off a bye week. It's a late kickoff, too, with the game starting around 10:15 p.m. ET. This is a big conference game for the Wildcats, who've dropped one league contest at BYU. The Buffaloes began their return to Big 12 league play with an overtime victory over Baylor, followed by a win at Central Florida.

    


"We are on our way to where we're headed," Sanders said. "I love the direction." 
The Dylan Edwards Wildcats?
A year ago, highly touted recruit Dylan Edwards was in the Buffaloes backfield. A transfer later and he's now part of a powerful ground game for the Wildcats. Kansas State is averaging 6.93 yards per carry, trailing only Boise State (8.18). Sanders turned playful when asked about facing off against Edwards.
"They changed their name to Dylan Edwards? That's what the team is called now -- the Dylan Edwards'?" Sanders quipped. "We ain't playing against Dylan Edwards. We're playing against a darn good football team, man. Dylan happens to be on their team. I love the young man."
Slowing Shedeur
Through five games, Shedeur Sanders is just behind his pace of last season when he broke the Colorado single-season yards passing mark. But he also sat out the last game of the year due to a fracture in his back. Behind a new offensive line, Sanders has thrown for 1,630 yards with 14 TDs. He's been sacked 17 times this season. Through five games last season, he'd been sacked 25 times.

    


"I think Sanders will be the first quarterback picked off the board" in the NFL draft, Klieman said. "He should be in the film that I've seen of a lot of the top guys."
Slowing the Wildcats
The Wildcats are a sure bet to put points on the board -- they've scored 28 or more in 12 of their last 13 games. Colorado's defense will be at full strength with the return of safety Shilo Sanders, who missed the last three games because of a forearm injury that required surgery.
"I can't wait to see him back there," his father/coach said.
Slowing Avery & Co.
Johnson is one of three Power-4 quarterbacks with at least 800 yards passing and 300 yards rushing this season. He's formed quite a dynamic tandem with tailback DJ Giddens, who's averaging 120.8 yards rushing. 
___

Get alerts on the latest AP Top 25 poll throughout the season. Sign up here AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Kansas State quarterback Avery Johnson (2) runs the ball during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Oklahoma State Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Manhattan, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Colorado quarterback Shedeur Sanders (2) throws a pass as Central Florida defensive back Braeden Marshall (4) defends during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)
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            Colorado quarterback Shedeur Sanders (2) is sacked by Central Florida defensive end Nyjalik Kelly, right, during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Kansas State returns to Folsom Field for the 1st time since 2010 in Big 12 clash with Colorado

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            Kansas State quarterback Avery Johnson (2) runs the ball during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Oklahoma State Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Manhattan, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3

                                    
                                    Kansas State quarterback Avery Johnson (2) runs the ball during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Oklahoma State Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Manhattan, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            Colorado quarterback Shedeur Sanders (2) throws a pass as Central Florida defensive back Braeden Marshall (4) defends during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3

                                    
                                    Colorado quarterback Shedeur Sanders (2) throws a pass as Central Florida defensive back Braeden Marshall (4) defends during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            Colorado quarterback Shedeur Sanders (2) is sacked by Central Florida defensive end Nyjalik Kelly, right, during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3

                                    
                                    Colorado quarterback Shedeur Sanders (2) is sacked by Central Florida defensive end Nyjalik Kelly, right, during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 18 Kansas State (4-1, 1-1 Big 12) at Colorado (4-1, 2-0), Saturday, 10:25 p.m. ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Kansas State by 41/2. 
Series record: Colorado 45-20-1.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Kansas State pays a visit to Folsom Field for the first time since 2010. Both teams should be well-rested after a bye week. For Kansas State, a break hasn't necessarily been a recipe for success as the Wildcats have dropped three straight following their bye. Deion Sanders has the Buffaloes 2-0 in league play for the first time since 2020. They were also 2-0 in the Big 12 in 2007 before losing to Josh Freeman and the Wildcats 47-20 in Manhattan, Kansas.
KEY MATCHUP The Buffaloes got their ground game going in a win at Central Florida, rushing for a season-best 128 yards. Dallan Hayden and Micah Welch each had a rushing touchdown. Colorado faces a Kansas State defense that has nine players with 15 or more tackles this season. Leading the way is linebacker Austin Romaine with 34. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Kansas State: Avery Johnson is one of three Power-4 QBs with at least 800 yards passing and another 300 yards rushing this season. He's thrown nine TD passes and run for two more. The Wildcats are averaging 6.93 yards per carry, which is second in the country. They've had eight runs that have gone for 30 or more yards.




Colorado: Safety Shilo Sanders returns after missing the last three games as he recovered from a forearm injury that required surgery. Colorado's defense is one of six in the nation that has yet to allow a 100-yard rusher or receiver. 
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kansas State has won at least eight games in three straight seasons. The Wildcats are one of 13 Power 4 schools to boast such a feat. ... Kansas State has been ranked in all seven of the AP polls to start the season. The last time the Wildcats accomplished that feat was 2014. ... The Wildcats have scored 28 or more points in 12 of their last 13 games. ... Kansas State tailback DJ Giddens is averaging 120.8 yards rushing. ... Two-way star and Heisman hopeful Travis Hunter has been on the field for a total of 661 plays this season, including penalties. The cornerback and receiver is on numerous watch lists.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal makes a backhand return during his second round win over Russia's Mikhail Youzhny at the Australian Open at Melbourne Park, Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, Jan. 20, 2005. (AP Photo/Rick Stevens, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal of Spain reacts after defeating Roger Federer of Switzerland during the final of the Monte Carlo Tennis Open tournament in Monaco, Sunday, April 27, 2008, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Lionel Cironneau, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal, of Spain, serves to Dmitry Tursunov, of Russia, during a match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament Tuesday, March 17, 2009, in Indian Wells, Calif., as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. ( (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal bites the trophy, after defeating Tomas Berdych in the men's singles final on the Centre Court at the All England Lawn Tennis Championships at Wimbledon, Sunday, July 4, 2010, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal, right, and Switzerland's Roger Federer pose with their trophies after the men's final match for the French Open tennis tournament at Roland Garros stadium in Paris, June 5, 2011, as Nadal has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Lionel Cironneau, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal returns the ball during the third round match of the French Open tennis tournament against Argentina's Leonardo Mayer at the Roland Garros stadium, in Paris, France, Saturday, May 31, 2014, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal of Spain leaps as he plays a return to Nick Kyrgios of Australia during their men's singles match at the All England Lawn Tennis Championships in Wimbledon, London, Tuesday, July 1, 2014, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal reacts after defeating Argentina's Juan Martin Del Potro during their semifinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium, Friday, June 8, 2018 in Paris. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal, foreground, takes a selfie with fellow players and team staff posing with the trophy after Spain defeated Canada 2-0 to win the Davis Cup final in Madrid, Spain, Sunday, Nov. 24, 2019. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal leaves the court after losing against Germany's Alexander Zverev at the Mutua Madrid Open tennis tournament in Madrid, Spain, Friday, May 7, 2021. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal of Spain follows his shot to Andrey Rublev of Russia during their quarterfinal match of the Monte Carlo Tennis Masters tournament in Monaco, Friday, April 16, 2021. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal of Spain plays a backhand return to Yannick Hanfmann of Germany during their second round match at the Australian Open tennis championships in Melbourne, Australia, Wednesday, Jan. 19, 2022. (AP Photo/Andy Brownbill, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal lifts the trophy after winning the final match against Norway's Casper Ruud in three sets, 6-3, 6-3, 6-0, at the French Open tennis tournament in Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France, Sunday, June 5, 2022, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal celebrates after beating Taylor Fritz of the US in a men's singles quarterfinal match on day ten of the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 6, 2022, as he announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal, of Spain, celebrates after winning a point against Frances Tiafoe, of the United States, during the fourth round of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Monday, Sept. 5, 2022, in New York., as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)
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            FILE - An emotional Roger Federer, left, of Team Europe sits alongside his playing partner Rafael Nadal after their Laver Cup doubles match against Team World's Jack Sock and Frances Tiafoe at the O2 arena in London, Friday, Sept. 23, 2022. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal of Spain celebrates his victory over Marton Fucsovics of Hungary during the men's singles tennis competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal makes a backhand return during his second round win over Russia's Mikhail Youzhny at the Australian Open at Melbourne Park, Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, Jan. 20, 2005. (AP Photo/Rick Stevens, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 17

                                    
                                    FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal makes a backhand return during his second round win over Russia's Mikhail Youzhny at the Australian Open at Melbourne Park, Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, Jan. 20, 2005. (AP Photo/Rick Stevens, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 17 | 
            FILE - Rafael Nadal of Spain reacts after defeating Roger Federer of Switzerland during the final of the Monte Carlo Tennis Open tournament in Monaco, Sunday, April 27, 2008, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Lionel Cironneau, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal, of Spain, serves to Dmitry Tursunov, of Russia, during a match at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament Tuesday, March 17, 2009, in Indian Wells, Calif., as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. ( (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal bites the trophy, after defeating Tomas Berdych in the men's singles final on the Centre Court at the All England Lawn Tennis Championships at Wimbledon, Sunday, July 4, 2010, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Anja Niedringhaus, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal, right, and Switzerland's Roger Federer pose with their trophies after the men's final match for the French Open tennis tournament at Roland Garros stadium in Paris, June 5, 2011, as Nadal has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Lionel Cironneau, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal returns the ball during the third round match of the French Open tennis tournament against Argentina's Leonardo Mayer at the Roland Garros stadium, in Paris, France, Saturday, May 31, 2014, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal of Spain leaps as he plays a return to Nick Kyrgios of Australia during their men's singles match at the All England Lawn Tennis Championships in Wimbledon, London, Tuesday, July 1, 2014, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal reacts after defeating Argentina's Juan Martin Del Potro during their semifinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium, Friday, June 8, 2018 in Paris. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal, foreground, takes a selfie with fellow players and team staff posing with the trophy after Spain defeated Canada 2-0 to win the Davis Cup final in Madrid, Spain, Sunday, Nov. 24, 2019. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal leaves the court after losing against Germany's Alexander Zverev at the Mutua Madrid Open tennis tournament in Madrid, Spain, Friday, May 7, 2021. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal of Spain follows his shot to Andrey Rublev of Russia during their quarterfinal match of the Monte Carlo Tennis Masters tournament in Monaco, Friday, April 16, 2021. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal of Spain plays a backhand return to Yannick Hanfmann of Germany during their second round match at the Australian Open tennis championships in Melbourne, Australia, Wednesday, Jan. 19, 2022. (AP Photo/Andy Brownbill, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal lifts the trophy after winning the final match against Norway's Casper Ruud in three sets, 6-3, 6-3, 6-0, at the French Open tennis tournament in Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France, Sunday, June 5, 2022, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, File)
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            FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal celebrates after beating Taylor Fritz of the US in a men's singles quarterfinal match on day ten of the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 6, 2022, as he announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal, of Spain, celebrates after winning a point against Frances Tiafoe, of the United States, during the fourth round of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Monday, Sept. 5, 2022, in New York., as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)
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            FILE - An emotional Roger Federer, left, of Team Europe sits alongside his playing partner Rafael Nadal after their Laver Cup doubles match against Team World's Jack Sock and Frances Tiafoe at the O2 arena in London, Friday, Sept. 23, 2022. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)
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            FILE - Rafael Nadal of Spain celebrates his victory over Marton Fucsovics of Hungary during the men's singles tennis competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France, as he has announced he will retire from tennis at age 38 following the Davis Cup finals in November. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez, File)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        No. 16 Utah to face Arizona State after move from Pac-12 to Big 12

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Arizona wide receiver Tetairoa McMillan, left, battles for position with Utah cornerback Zemaiah Vaughn, right, during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Salt Lake City, Utah. (AP Photo/Tyler Tate)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    Arizona wide receiver Tetairoa McMillan, left, battles for position with Utah cornerback Zemaiah Vaughn, right, during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Salt Lake City, Utah. (AP Photo/Tyler Tate)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Arizona State running back Cam Skattebo (4) slips a tackle from Kansas linebacker JB Brown (1) during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Darryl Webb)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    Arizona State running back Cam Skattebo (4) slips a tackle from Kansas linebacker JB Brown (1) during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Tempe, Ariz. (AP Photo/Darryl Webb)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 16 Utah (4-1, 1-1 Big 12) at Arizona State (4-1, 1-1), Friday, 10:30 p.m. ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Utah by 6 1/2. 
Series record: Arizona State leads 22-12.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Two former Pac-12 members meet for the first time since moving to the Big 12. The Utes had a bye week after their first loss of the season, 23-10 at home to Arizona on Sept. 28. The Utes, as usual, have been one of the nation's toughest defensive teams and may get quarterback Cameron Rising back after he missed most of four games. The Sun Devils have taken huge strides in their second season under coach Kenny Dillingham, bouncing back from a close loss to Texas Tech by beating Kansas 35-31 last week.
KEY MATCHUP
Arizona State QB Sam Leavitt vs. Utah's defense. Leavitt is off to a strong start in the desert after transferring from Michigan State. Leavitt and the Sun Devils will be facing their stiffest test yet against Utah. The Utes are physical, have one of the Big 12's best pass rushes and is fourth nationally on third downs, allowing teams to convert 24.7% of the time.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Utah: Rising. Utah's injury-plagued quarterback was expected to be one of the nation's best after missing last season with a severe knee injury suffered the year before. Instead, Rising hasn't played since dislocating a finger on this throwing had the second week of the season. Coach Kyle Whittingham has been coy about Rising's return this week, but added there's a chance he could play.




Arizona State: RB Cameron Skattebo. A year after playing everywhere from quarterback to tight end due to injuries, Skattebo has been superb as Arizona State's featured running back. The Sacramento State transfer was named the Big 12's co-offensive player of the week after rushing for 182 yards and a touchdown against Kansas.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Utah's defense is third nationally in first downs allowed at 12.6 per game. ... Arizona State is 3-0 at home for the first time since 2018. ... The Utes lead the Big 12 with 2.4 sacks per game. ... The Sun Devils have rushed for at least 300 yards twice this season, including 313 against Kansas. ... Utah is second nationally in time of possession, controlling the ball nearly 36 minutes every game. ... Arizona State drew 54,639 fans last week -- largest since 2018 -- despite temperatures over 100 degrees at kickoff and is expecting another big crowd.
___
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            West Virginia's Garrett Greene (6) throws the ball downfield for a pass against Kansas during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in Morgantown, W.Va. (Benjamin Powell/The Dominion-Post via AP)
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            Iowa State quarterback Rocco Becht warms up before an NCAA college football game against Baylor, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Ames, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 11 Iowa State (5-0, 2-0 Big 12) at West Virginia (3-2, 2-0), Saturday, 8 p.m. ET (Fox)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Iowa State by 3. 
Series record: West Virginia leads 6-5.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Iowa State is off to its best start since 1980, and a win would make them 6-0 for the first time since 1938. The Cyclones are looking to extend their road winning streak to seven games. West Virginia is going after its third straight win after a 1-2 start. Iowa State and West Virginia are 2-0 in conference play. One of them will forge a first-place tie with idle Texas Tech. 
KEY MATCHUP
Iowa State's defense vs. West Virginia QB Garrett Greene. Of the dual-threat quarterbacks the Cyclones have faced so far, Greene could be the best. He had runs of 39, 15 and 10 yards against Oklahoma State last week and is averaging 5.4 yards per carry and 59 yards per game. Run defense hasn't been a strength for the Cyclones, who hope to force Greene to try to beat them through the air. Iowa State has the Big 12's top defense, allowing just 10 points and 272 yards per game.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Iowa State: LB Kooper Ebel has led or co-led the team in tackles in three straight games. He made just three tackles in eight games as a freshman last year. He added 15 pounds to get up to 240 on his 6-foot-4 frame and has made at least six stops in all five games. Last week he had eight tackles and a quarterback hurry against Baylor.




West Virginia: RB Jahiem White. The sophomore ran for a season-high 158 yards in the lopsided win at Oklahoma State and the Mountaineers compiled 389 on the ground. White hopes to be back on track after being limited to 94 yards combined against No. 4 Penn State, No. 22 Pittsburgh and Kansas.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Anthony Becht, a tight end for the Mountaineers from 1996 to 1999, will be honored during the game for his induction into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame. His son, Rocco, is Iowa State's quarterback. ... The Cyclones have won 12 straight when scoring at least 30 points. They've scored at least 30 in the last five meetings with WVU. ... ISU had nine plays of 20 or more yards against Baylor last week, tied for the most by a Power Four team against a conference opponent this season. ... The Cyclones' defense gets better as the game progresses. They're allowing an average of 4.0 points and 112 yards in the second halves. ... West Virginia will wear all-black uniforms in honor of the state's coal mining industry. 
___
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            Washington quarterback Will Rogers looks to pass against Michigan during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Washington (4-2, 2-1 Big Ten) at Iowa (3-2, 1-1), Saturday, 12:10 p.m. ET (Fox)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Iowa by 2 1/2.
Series record: Tied 3-3.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Washington hopes to carry over its performance from last week's win over nationally ranked Michigan in a rematch of the College Football Playoff championship game. The Huskies make their first appearance at Kinnick Stadium since 1964. Iowa, which lost 35-7 at Ohio State last week, hasn't dropped back-to-back regular-season games since October 2022. The Hawkeyes will need to get their offense going after totaling just 226 yards against the Buckeyes.
KEY MATCHUP
Washington QB Will Rogers vs. Iowa pass defense. Rogers is completing 74% of his passes for 271 yards per game with 12 touchdowns against one interception, and he's among the national leaders in big plays. The Hawkeyes let Ohio State QB Will Howard complete his first 10 passes and last eight passes in an efficient 21-for-25 performance. They can't let that happen against Rogers, who's No. 2 among active quarterbacks in career passing yards and touchdowns.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Washington: S Kamren Fabiculanan, one of the few holdovers from the team that played Michigan in the national championship game last season, intercepted a pass to set up a late field goal that sealed a 27-17 win over the Wolverines in Seattle last week. 




Iowa: LB Jay Higgins is coming off one of the best games in his sensational career -- 14 tackles, a sack, forced fumble and fumble recovery at Ohio State. He leads the Hawkeyes and is second in the Big Ten with 48 tackles.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The most recent meeting was 29 years ago at the Sun Bowl, where the Hawkeyes won 38-18. ... Washington leads the nation in pass efficiency defense and is third in passing yards allowed, eighth in total defense and red-zone defense and 10th in scoring defense. ... Huskies have just three turnovers through six games. Only one FBS team with six games has fewer. ... Iowa has played seven one-score games since the start of the 2023 season and is 5-2 in those games. ... Hawkeyes lead the nation in fewest penalties (12), fewest penalties per game (2.4), fewest penalty yards (100) and fewest penalty yards per game (20.0).
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
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No. 10 Clemson (4-1, 3-0 Atlantic Coast Conference) at Wake Forest (2-3, 1-1), Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Clemson by 20 1/2.
Series record: Clemson leads 71-17-1.
What's at stake?
The Tigers are back in the top 10 in the rankings for the first time since the start of last season, when they were No. 9 in the preseason. They are seeking their 10th win in their last 11 games. The Demon Deacons are coming off a desperately needed win against instate league foe N.C. State after three straight losses that included setbacks against Virginia and Louisiana by a combined four points. Wake Forest is aiming to end a 15-game skid in the series.
Key matchup
Clemson quarterback Cade Klubnik vs. Wake Forest's pass defense. Klubnik is sixth among ACC passers with 1,219 yards and 14 touchdowns. He's cut down on his mistakes with just two interceptions in 143 attempts this season. This could be a potential mismatch with the Demon Deacons last in the league in passing yards given up at more than 291 a game. 

    


Players to watch
Clemson: RB Phil Mafah has had three games with 100 yards or more this season and had found a rhythm behind the Tigers' improved offensive line. He's coming off a season high 154 yards in a 29-13 victory at Florida State. 




Wake Forest: RB Demond Claiborne. Claiborne had what appeared to be a dislocated kneecap against Louisiana Tech, though trainers essentially reset it and he returned to have a 60-yard TD run before sitting out the rest of the way due to soreness. He followed that by running 20 times for 136 yards and two touchdowns to go with a TD catch in the N.C. State win. 
Facts & figures

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Clemson has won its past 15 games over Wake Forest. That also matches the 15-game series win streak the Tigers held from 1977-91. ... The Demon Deacons haven't beaten the Tigers since 2008, which was a game that led to the firing of coach Tommy Bowden and the promotion of Dabo Swinney as interim coach to start his long-running tenure that has included two national championships. ... Last week, Clemson became the fourth team to win four straight games at Florida State, joining Florida, Houston and Miami. ... Wake Forest's offense is moving the effectively but the Demon Deacons rank 124th nationally in total defense (460.2 yards). ... The teams played to double overtime in their last game in Winston-Salem, with Clemson taking a 51-45 win in 2022.
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Syracuse (4-1, 1-1 Atlantic Coast Conference) at N.C. State (3-3, 0-2), Saturday, 8 p.m. ET (ACC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Syracuse by 5 1/2.
Series record: N.C. State leads 13-3.
What's at stake?
Syracuse is off to a strong start in Fran Brown's first coaching season and is playing its first ACC road game of the season. N.C. State is trying to turn around an 0-2 start in league play that has included shaky defense and upheaval at quarterback with starter Grayson McCall being sidelined by a concussion.
Key matchup
Syracuse QB Kyle McCord vs. N.C. State's defensive front. McCord is second in the Bowl Subdivision ranks in passing offense (362.8) and passing touchdowns (17). The Ohio State transfer faces a Wolfpack defense that had been a strength for multiple seasons but has struggled badly in losses. N.C. State ranks 119th in FBS in scoring defense (33.7) after giving up 51 to Tennessee and 59 to Clemson before giving up 34 in last weekend's home loss to Wake Forest. The Wolfpack rank in the middle chunk of the national rankings by averaging 1.83 sacks per game.

    


Players to watch
Syracuse: RB LeQuint Allen. Allen was the ACC running back of the week after scoring four touchdowns in a road win against then-ranked UNLV. He scored twice on runs and twice on catches en route to racking up 129 all-purpose yards.




N.C. State: RB Kendrick Raphael. The sophomore has showed some spark in limited work so far, including rushing 10 times for 48 yards and a touchdown against Wake Forest. That could ultimately open the way to more work for him.
Facts & figures

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This is the second of three straight road games for Syracuse. The Orange won't play at home for 35 days. ... Syracuse is one of five FBS teams yet to lose a fumble this season. ... Syracuse ran 96 offensive plays against UNLV, the highest single-game total for an FBS team this year. ... Syracuse won the 2022 meeting at home, but N.C. State had won seven of eight meetings before that. ... N.C. State has lost just once in eight meetings in Raleigh. ... Freshman CJ Bailey is set to make his third career start at quarterback for the Wolfpack after McCall was knocked from last week's game on a jarring hit. Bailey threw for a season-high 272 yards and two touchdowns against the Demon Deacons. ... This is the Wolfpack's first 0-2 ACC start since 2015. 
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


ATHENS, Ga. (AP) -- Kirby Smart doesn't believe he needs to use last week's shocking wave of upset losses by four highly ranked AP Top 25 teams as motivation for No. 5 Georgia in Saturday's visit from underdog Mississippi State.
"No, we don't rely on the motivation of others," Smart said. "I don't know. I just don't think that's a great way to go about things. We're really focusing on pride in performance this week."
Vanderbilt's shocking 40-35 upset of No. 1 Alabama was the most notable among teams ranked in the top 11 that lost to unranked teams. Also, No. 9 Missouri lost to No. 25 Texas A&M.
A win by Mississippi State (1-4, 0-2 Southeastern Conference) over Georgia (4-1, 2-1) would rank among the biggest of the many surprises this season. BetMGM lists Georgia as 33 1/2 point favorites.
Mississippi State coach Jeff Lebby also wants his players focused on themselves, not on other teams.

    


"I think for us it's still about what we do with our time, how we practice, how we meet, how we walk through," Lebby said.
Georgia defensive back Malaki Starks says he won't be overlooking the underdogs in the matchup between the SEC's two Bulldogs.




"I think records and numbers can be deceiving," Starks said. "They're a really good team, very explosive, and very well-coached. They're coming off a bye week, and their last two games they played their best ball. So, they're coming into this week with a really good head of steam."
NO GIMMICKS REQUIRED

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Smart called out Georgia fans this week for what he perceived to be lackluster crowd noise in last week's 31-13 home win over Auburn.
Smart scoffed when asked if he considered using a throwback uniform as a way to motivate fans.
"I just think that's hokey pokey," he said. "I mean, it's great for recruiting. We may do it sometime. I'm not anti-doing it. But that shouldn't do anything for your atmosphere."
Added Smart: "If it takes changing the uniform to get people fired up, then I'm at the wrong place."

    


QUICK WORKERS
Mississippi State doesn't waste time moving the ball, scoring six of its 18 TDs in five plays or less. The Bulldogs have scored six times in under two minutes, three times in under 32 seconds and twice in less than 15 seconds. Their longest drive was 6:43 against Florida and ended with a TD.
Smart said it is not easy to prepare for such a fast-paced attack.
"I don't know if you can get comfortable with it," Smart said. "I'll be honest with you. It's hard. It's hard to simulate coming off the practice field. They do a tremendous job of going nuclear fast, like number one in the country fast, like ahead of Tennessee fast."
Lebby slowed the pace the last two games, putting more emphasis on the running game.
YOUNG QB
Mississippi State freshman quarterback Michael Van Buren will make only his second start. He moved up after starter Blake Shapen's season-ending shoulder injury last month. Van Buren's debut as a starter came in a 35-13 loss at No. 1 Texas on Sept. 28. Then came a much-needed open week to prepare for another top-five test at Georgia.
"That's going to be an incredible challenge for a true freshman quarterback to go play the way we need him to play to give us a chance to win the game," Lebby said. "But he's a young man that is focused on doing just that." 

    


CUT IT LOOSE
Smart says this is the point in the season where he wants to see his offense "cutting it loose" and gaining momentum. Asked to explain what that means, Smart said "Play with no anxiety. Play with no fear of what might happen. Execute at a high level."
Smart said he thought his Bulldogs didn't consistently play to that standard last week against Auburn.
"I thought we earned the right to do that in the game," he said. "And at times we did. At times we didn't."
BULLDOG FROM BIRTH
Georgia linebacker Chaz Chambliss is from Carrollton, Georgia, but he comes from a family of Mississippi State Bulldogs.
"Both of my parents went to Mississippi State," Chambliss said. "Half of my family either cheers for or went or graduated from Mississippi State."
___
AP Sports Writer Gary B. Graves contributed to this report.
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


PITTSBURGH (AP) -- Pat Narduzzi understands his team remains a work in progress. Still, the longtime Pittsburgh coach is encouraged by the growth he's seen from the 22nd-ranked Panthers through five remarkable games that have the program off to its best start in 33 years.
"I like their attitude," Narduzzi said. "I like the selflessness that they've shown. Doesn't matter who catches the ball, who has the big game as a receiver, who makes a sack. They're celebrating together."
So much so that Pitt (5-0, 1-0 ACC) re-entered the AP Top 25 for the first time since 2022 after last week's cathartic 34-24 victory over North Carolina, the Panthers' first-ever win in Chapel Hill.
There were plays big and small throughout, and a resolve that allowed Pitt to pull away in the second half. It's been that way for most of the Panthers' surprising fall, which has featured comebacks and blowouts in equal measure.

    


"They're worried about the 'We, We' and not the 'Me, Me, What's good for me?' which we continue to preach," Narduzzi said. "You just enjoy coaching this football team."
Yet Narduzzi insists the Panthers aren't getting ahead of themselves. Not with California visiting on Saturday. The Bears (3-2, 0-2) head east for the third time this season smarting after letting a 25-point second-half lead over now sixth-ranked Miami slip away last week.




Cal quarterback Fernando Mendoza admits he had the showdown with the Hurricanes circled on his calendar the minute the Bears' 2024 schedule came out. How Cal responds will likely set the course for the rest of their season.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"With this large adversity, we can either get stronger or weaker and that's what the message has been," Mendoza said. "Such a brutal loss like that, and we acknowledge it's a brutal loss, it's easy to fold."
Something Mendoza believes the Bears won't do. During a team meeting early in the week, several transfers spoke up and pointed to difficult moments at their previous schools and how the team responded, for better and for worse.

    


If there's any lesson to be learned, Cal tight end Jack Endries said, it's that the Bears can never "let our foot off the gas again."
Helping Holstein
First-year offensive coordinator Kade Bell has revolutionized Pitt's offense. The Panthers have more than doubled their average point total (from 20.2 to 45.3) from last season behind an up-tempo attack deftly being directed by redshirt freshman quarterback Eli Holstein -- the first Panthers signal caller to win his first five games since Dan Marino did it in 1979.
The Alabama transfer is among the top 10 in the country in yards passing, touchdown passes and total offense. The only thing that is irking Narduzzi is the amount of punishment the 6-foot-5 Holstein is taking. The Panthers have allowed 12 sacks so far. While they didn't give up any against the Tar Heels, that number comes with an asterisk because of a couple of holding calls.
"We didn't give up any sacks, but as I mentioned ... the last two plays of the game, he's in there, he got hit both times," Narduzzi said. "We don't want that to happen."

    


Safety first
Mendoza, like Holstein, is well-versed in getting drilled now and then. The senior found himself in a bit of a firestorm against the Hurricanes when he took a shot from Miami linebacker Wesley Bissainthe in the fourth quarter while trying to scramble for a first down.
The hit was somewhere between Mendoza's head and neck, though officials declined to throw a flag on Bissainthe for targeting, a no-call that may have contributed to Miami's comeback.
Mendoza declined to get into specifics about the play, but said he is going to make a more concerted effort going forward to slide in hopes of staying out of harm's way.
"(It's) 'Live for another day or get six more inches,' that's the honest truth behind it and 'live another day' is a better option," Mendoza said. "Something I've definitely been working on, working on sliding."
Well traveled
The Bears have been on the plane plenty during their first season in the ACC. Cal had a nonconference road game at Auburn on Sept. 7 and made another cross-country trip two weeks later to Florida State.

    


Cal is getting used to the grind, though Mendoza knows his team's season is at a crossroads and the vastly improved Panthers represent a significant challenge.
"They're a great opponent and we can really showcase what we can do against these guys," he said. "They always have nine guys, eight guys around the ball (on defense) ... they're a team that has a lot of tenacity, that has a lot of Pittsburgh grit and toughness."
___
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Rafael Nadal's career timeline is filled with titles, rivalries and injuries
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                    Spain's Rafael Nadal reacts after defeating Austria's Dominic Thiem in the men's final match of the French Open tennis tournament in Paris on June 10, 2018. Nadal won 6-4, 6-3, 6-2. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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                                        Rafael Nadal announced his retirement from tennis on Thursday, signaling the end to a career that spanned two decades and 22 Grand Slam titles, including 14 on his favorite clay at Roland Garros, and 92 singles titles overall.
Here is a look at the victories, losses, rivalries and injuries that have marked the 38-year-old Spaniard's career:
2002
At 15 years, 10 months, earned first ATP match win in hometown of Mallorca.
2003
Reached third round in Wimbledon debut at 17, youngest man to get that far at the All England Club since Boris Becker was 16 in 1984.
2004
Beat then-No. 1 Roger Federer in Miami. Won first ATP title in Sopot, Poland, on clay. Defeated Andy Roddick to help Spain top the United States and win the Davis Cup.
2005
Won title in French Open debut; 11 trophies for the year were most in a season for a teenager in ATP history. Moved into top 10 in April; remained there until 2023. Finished the year ranked No. 2.

    


2006
Earned second French Open title, beating Federer in the final, before losing rematch in Wimbledon final. Stretched clay winning streak to record 62 matches.
2007
Third consecutive French Open title came via another victory over Federer -- and, once more, Federer beat him in the Wimbledon final. Clay winning streak reached 81 matches before loss to Federer at Hamburg, Germany.




2008
Topped Federer in Roland Garros final for fourth straight trophy there; first man since Bjorn Borg in 1978-81 with that long a streak in Paris -- and first since Borg to win the title without dropping a set. Met Federer in the final at the All England Club, but this time won 9-7 in the fifth set in fading light. Won Beijing Olympics gold; reached Australian Open and U.S. Open semifinals. Ended the year ranked No. 1. Dealt with tendinitis in right knee.
2009

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Won first Australian Open title, defeating Federer in a five-set final, after edging Fernando Verdasco in a five-set semifinal. His 31-match unbeaten run at the French Open ended with a fourth-round loss to Robin Soderling. Nadal was troubled by knee tendinitis and sat out Wimbledon. Dealing with an abdominal issue, reached the U.S. Open semifinals before losing to champion Juan Martin del Potro.

    


2010
Stopped during Australian Open quarterfinal because of an injured right knee, but returned to top form at the French Open: He won his fifth title in Paris and didn't drop a set, beating Soderling in the final. Won Wimbledon for the second time, then completed career Grand Slam by beating Novak Djokovic in the U.S. Open final. Finished the year ranked No. 1.
2011
Hurt left leg muscle at the Australian Open, but was fine by the French Open and tied Borg's career mark for men with a sixth championship, beating Federer in the final. Nadal lost seven of 10 finals that season, with six of those setbacks against Djokovic, including at Wimbledon and the U.S. Open.
2012
Beat Djokovic for seventh French Open title. At Wimbledon, lost to Lukas Rosol in the second round while hampered by a left knee problem that kept him out for the rest of the season.
2013
After seven months off the tour because of his left knee and a stomach virus, put together a 10-title season that put him back at No. 1. Won eighth French Open and second U.S. Open (beating Djokovic in the final), raising Grand Slam total to 13, trailing only Pete Sampras (14) and Federer (17).

    


2014
Pulled even with Sampras by adding French Open title No. 9, beating Djokovic in the final. Lost to 144th-ranked Nick Kyrgios in the fourth round at Wimbledon, then missed three months with a bad right wrist. After returning, sat out two events because of an appendicitis.
2015
Lost to Djokovic in French Open quarterfinals; bowed out at that stage or earlier at other three majors, ending 10-year run with at least one Grand Slam trophy.
2016
For first time since 2004, did not reach any Grand Slam quarterfinals. Lost in Australian Open's first round; withdrew from French Open before third round because of injured left wrist and was out of action for months.
2017
After losing Australian Open final in five sets to Federer, returned to dominance at the French Open, dropping 35 games through seven matches en route to his 10th title, beating Stan Wawrinka in the final. Added third U.S. Open trophy -- his 16th major moved him within one of Federer -- and finished at No. 1 in the rankings for the fourth time.

    


2018
Won 11th championship at Roland Garros. Stopped playing two Grand Slam matches elsewhere because of injuries and skipped other tournaments with knee, hip and abdomen issues.
2019
French Open title No. 12 and U.S. Open title No. 4 arrived, as did a return to No. 1 at age 33. Lost to Djokovic in the Australian Open final, to Federer in the Wimbledon semifinals. Was troubled by thigh, knee, left hand and abdominal problems at various points.
2020
Pulled even with Federer with 20 Slam trophies with a 13th title at the French Open, defeating Djokovic in the final. Won multiple titles in a season for 16th consecutive year.

    


2021
Blew two-set lead against Stefanos Tsitsipas in the Australian Open quarterfinals, then lost to Djokovic in the French Open semifinals. Played only two matches the rest of the year because of chronic pain in his left foot.
2022
Moved into sole possession of the record for most Grand Slam singles titles, one ahead of Federer, by claiming No. 21 at the Australian Open, coming back to beat Daniil Medvedev after dropping the first two sets. Got No. 22 at the French Open, where he overcame what he said was debilitating pain in his left foot to lift the trophy for the 14th time by beating Casper Ruud in the final. That made Nadal, at 36, the oldest champion in tournament history and improved his career record at the clay-court major to 112-3. Pulled out of Wimbledon before semifinals because of torn abdominal muscle; lost in the fourth round of the U.S. Open to Frances Tiafoe.
2023
Lost in the second round of the Australian Open to Mackie McDonald while dealing with a left hip flexor injury. It's Nadal's earliest Grand Slam loss in seven years. He didn't play the rest of the year and had hip surgery in June.
2024

Nadal gave it one last go. But he missed three Grand Slam tournaments and endured a series of defeats. He got a tough draw at his beloved French Open and he lost in the first round to eventual runner-up Alexander Zverev. At the Paris Olympics, contested at Roland Garros, Nadal was eliminated by Djokovic in the second round of singles, then bowed out in the doubles quarterfinals alongside Carlos Alcaraz. On Oct. 10, Nadal announced that his last professional appearance will be competing for Spain at the Davis Cup. Spain opens play on Nov. 19 in Malaga, Spain.
___
Howard Fendrich has been the AP's tennis writer since 2002. Follow him on Twitter at https://twitter.com/HowardFendrich
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis and https://twitter.com/AP_Sports
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            FILE - France's Richard Gasquet plays a shot against France's Arthur Rinderknech during their first round match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Tuesday, May 30, 2023. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias, File)
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            FILE - Richard Gasquet of France plays a backhand return to Carlos Alcaraz of Spain during their first round match at the Australian Open tennis championships at Melbourne Park, Melbourne, Australia, Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, File)
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            FILE - France's Richard Gasquet plays a shot against Italy's Jannik Sinner during their second round match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard, File)
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            FILE - Carlos Alcaraz, left, of Spain is congratulated by Richard Gasquet of France following their first round match at the Australian Open tennis championships at Melbourne Park, Melbourne, Australia, Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte, File)
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                                        Once known as the "little Mozart of French tennis," Richard Gasquet is set to end his career without a major to his name.
At 38, the French player renowned for his exceptional one-handed backhand told L'Equipe newspaper Thursday that he will end his career after the French Open in front of his home fans. 
"I'll be stopping at Roland Garros next year," Gasquet said. "I think this is the best time for me to do it. It's the best tournament to do it. It's wonderful, and we're lucky as Frenchmen to be able to retire in such unbelievable places. The end is always complicated, as all the former great players have often told me. You never know when, how, where. As far as I'm concerned, it was obvious."
Gasquet, who reached a career-best ranking of No. 7 back in 2007, was once regarded as a potential Grand Slam winner but could never get past the semifinals at any major. 

    


Gasquet reached the Wimbledon semifinals twice and was also a semifinalist at the U.S Open. He claimed 16 Tour titles, most recently last year in Auckland, and was a member of the France team that won the 2017 Davis Cup. 
Following in the footsteps of Jo-Wilfried Tsonga and Gilles Simon, he is the third member of a gifted generation of French players that emerged nearly 20 years ago -- which also includes Gael Monfils-- to call it quits.




Gasquet, who has dropped to the No. 133 spot, said he would never have imagined playing for so long after starting when he was 3 years old with his father, Francis, who ran a tennis club. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I play against 18-19 year olds, which is weird," he said ""Nineteen years younger sounds crazy. Very few players make it to 38."
Gasquet, who has played 1,005 matches since he turned professional, won his Tour debut match at 16 at the Monte-Carlo Masters back in 2002. A few years earlier, when he was just nine years old, Gasquet was on the cover of Tennis Magazine, which asked in a headline: "The champion that France is waiting for?"

    


When he turned pro, Gasquet was compared to another emerging player, Rafael Nadal. 
But as his Spanish rival established himself as one of the all-time greats, Gasquet, who never beat Nadal in 18 matches on the main tour, could not live up to the great expectations that had been placed on his shoulders.

"It's wonderful to have been compared, for a little while, to Rafael Nadal, one of the greatest sportsmen in history," Gasquet wrote in his memoirs. "Deep down, I take it as a huge compliment. But how much it hurt me!"
Nadal's shadow remained to the end. A few hours after Gasquet announced his retirement, it was Nadal's turn to announce his departure from tennis.
Gasquet said he plans to start studying at a management school and would like to train young players.
"I've had a great career as a player, and now I need to shape the one after that," Gasquet said.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump dances at a campaign rally at the Santander Arena, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Reading, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Donald Trump is proposing to grant a key tax break to U.S. citizens living overseas, pitching the idea as an effort to court votes from potentially millions of Americans who could benefit. 
The former president and Republican nominee made the the pledge in a video released by Republicans Overseas CEO Solomon Yue. Trump was expected to emphasize his idea Thursday during an appearance at the Economic Club of Detroit.
It's the latest in a series of tax breaks Trump has targeted at specific constituencies. He's also proposing to exempt tip income, overtime pay and Social Security benefits from income taxes. 
Those three previous proposals are mostly aimed at working- and middle-class voters. But the bulk of Trump's tax plan -- reinstituting his 2017 tax overhaul and lowering the corporate income tax rate from 21% to 15% -- remains tilted to corporations and the wealthiest Americans.

    


Trump's promise concerns policies that can require Americans overseas to pay taxes in the country where they reside and to the U.S. government. The U.S. has bilateral agreements with some nations that ease the burden in some cases.




His campaign has not offered details of his proposal.
"You have to make sure that you are registered and you are going to vote, because I'm going to take very good care of you," Trump says in the video statement that Yue posted to his account on the social media platform X. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Once and for all, I'm going to end double taxation on our overseas citizens," Trump continued. "You've been wanting this for years, and nobody has listened to you. And you deserve it. And I'm going to do it. ... I'm going to get this done for you." 
The overseas tax breaks could also end up favoring some wealthy citizens, because it could open more opportunities for them to live abroad in low-tax countries and avoid U.S. taxes. 
Yue praised Trump for his commitment. 

    


"Republicans Overseas has been fighting for the rights of Americans abroad since its inception ten years ago," Yue said in a statement. "We have spoken to many politicians over the years, and while they sympathized with the burden of double taxation, very few have been willing to act." 
The former president's embrace of U.S citizens living abroad comes after statements lumping those voters in with his unfounded accusations that Democrats plan to commit widespread fraud in the 2024 election. 
"The Democrats are talking about how they're working so hard to get millions of votes from Americans living overseas," Trump wrote on his Truth Social platform Sept. 23. "Actually, they are getting ready to CHEAT!" 

He argued that efforts to make it easier for overseas citizens to vote would "dilute" the votes of military service members who Trump believes will favor him over Democratic nominee Kamala Harris.
"WATCH! Remember, IF YOU VOTE ILLEGALLY," he threatened, "YOU'RE GOING TO JAIL."
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            Former President Donald Trump offered his prayers to those in the path of Hurricane Milton while continuing to insult his rival, Vice President Kamala Harris, and other women, during a campaign rally in Scranton, Pennsylvania.
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump gestures after speaking at a campaign event at the Indiana University of Pennsylvania Ed Fry Arena, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, in Indiana, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The hosts of ABC's "The View" clapped back at Donald Trump on Thursday, a day after the Republican nominee for president insulted co-hosts Sunny Hostin and Whoopi Goldberg.
"I have a personal legal note," said Hostin. "Donald Trump, I want to thank you for personally telling so many lies and committing so many alleged crimes and providing us with material on a daily basis. You help us do our jobs and I'm so appreciative."
On Wednesday, Trump, campaigning in Pennsylvania, called Hostin, who is Black and Latina, "dumber than Kamala," saying: "That is one dumb woman. Sorry. I'm sorry, women, she's a dummy."
Later, he turned on Goldberg, who is also Black, calling her "demented." Trump claimed he once hired Goldberg to perform and accused her of having a "foul mouth." 
"She was so filthy, dirty, disgusting, half the place left. I said I'd never hire her again," he said. "She was so dirty. Every word was filthy, dirty. What a loser she is."

    


Goldberg on Thursday wore it as a badge of honor. "I was filthy and stand on that fact. I have always been filthy. And you knew that when you hired me." Goldberg said Trump hired her four times: "How dumb are you?"




The Trump barrage came after the daytime talk show hosted his opponent in the presidential race, Vice President Kamala Harris, for an interview Tuesday.
The co-hosts walked onto the set to the song "Dirty" by Christina Aguilera. "It's one of the words that you-know-who used when he was talking about me in particular but he was talking about us at his rallies," Goldberg said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hostin, a lawyer and senior legal correspondent for ABC News, quipped at Trump: "I admit, I may not have spent as much time in a courtroom as you have." Then, referring to him being found liable for sexual abuse, she said, "I've had a history of prosecuting sex offenders, so thank you for keeping people like us in business."

Trump has refuted the idea that his rhetoric is problematic, even as polls show he is viewed less favorably by women than by men. "The women want to see our country come back," he said. "They don't care."
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                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks before planting a memorial tree on the grounds of the Vice President's residence in Washington on Monday, Oct. 7, 2024, to honor the victims and mark one year since the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas attack on Israel. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- With less than four weeks until Election Day, Vice President Kamala Harris is facing new urgency to define how her potential presidency would be different from that of President Joe Biden. 
Her struggle to present herself both as a candidate of change while demonstrating a loyalty to the politician she serves under was made clear Tuesday, when she was asked on ABC's "The View" how she would lead differently than Biden.
Harris said, "We're obviously two different people" and "I will bring those sensibilities to how I lead." But when pressed to identify a decision made by Biden that she would have taken another way, she demurred. "There is not a thing that comes to mind," she said. 
She followed up later in the show by saying she would put a Republican in her Cabinet.
Two and a half months into her unexpected candidacy, Harris has so far largely relied on her age and biography to signal a break from the 82-year-old Biden and her 78-year-old Republican opponent, former President Donald Trump. Now, in a tight race against Trump, she is being forced to reassess how she talks about her boss and how she might strike out on her own should she win the White House.

    


The first Black and South Asian woman to be a major party presidential nominee, Harris was 9 years old when Biden was elected to the Senate and was in law school when Trump, then a real estate heir and socialite, published "The Art of the Deal." Harris, her campaign believes, embodies change. Yet, she still may need to find a better way to talk about it.




According to aides, Harris is deeply loyal to Biden and resistant to publicly doing anything that could be construed as criticizing his presidency, though his favorability ratings remain underwater. In private, some question what she should break with Biden on -- noting the popularity of some of the biggest pieces of his legislative agenda, from infrastructure to lowering the costs of some prescription drugs, and the recklessness of signaling any daylight with the president on foreign policy at a time of global crises.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Harris was a central partner to Biden throughout, and they worry a break now could be viewed as preelection opportunism.

    


Views of Biden are still more negative than positive, even after he withdrew as the Democratic nominee in July. About 4 in 10 Americans had a somewhat or very favorable view of Biden in an AP-NORC poll conducted in September, and 55% had an unfavorable view, which is consistent with where his favorability ratings have stood for the past two years. Feelings toward Harris, meanwhile, were warmer -- half of Americans had a favorable opinion of her, while 44% had an unfavorable opinion.
In addition to her pledge to put a Republican in her Cabinet, Harris has introduced some policies distinct from Biden -- including calling for a smaller hike to the capital gains tax than advocated for by the president. But they have been modest, and Biden's White House, in turn, has quickly signed on to her positions.
Trump seized on her comments that she couldn't think of any decision by Biden that she would change, playing a clip of "The View" appearance at a campaign rally in Pennsylvania on Wednesday to roars from the crowd.

    


"Her answer that she would do nothing different is disqualifying," he said in Reading.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Some Harris allies have pressed her to more forcefully signal a break from Biden.
"She should do what's best," former Harris communications director Jamal Simmons said. "Winning will make Joe Biden feel a lot better than anything else."
Biden is "an unpopular president in a global anti-incumbent mood," added Democratic strategist Alyssa Cass, adding that the small universe of undecided voters is particularly not enthralled by Biden.
Harris, she said, needs to "communicate clearly to voters something she would have done differently that is acknowledging some of the dissatisfaction that they have -- rightly or wrongly -- as a way to move them to be fully comfortable with her."
The first vice president to mount a bid to replace a leader of their party in almost a quarter century, Harris is trying to strike a delicate balance. Harris' team has tried to keep Biden at a distance on the campaign trail - the pair have held only a single campaign event together -- yet she has been pulled into appearing by his side to monitor hurricanes and address emergencies in the Middle East.

    


Harris' challenge is not unique, though the compressed nature of her campaign after Biden's exit is undoubtedly a complicating factor not faced in the modern era.
In 2000, the then-Democratic nominee, Vice President Al Gore, maintained an arms' length relationship with a scandal-tarred President Bill Clinton after he faced a high-profile impeachment inquiry over his affair with a White House intern and attempts to cover it up. And in 1988, President Ronald Reagan, then 78, did not campaign aggressively for his vice president and eventual successor, George H.W. Bush.

    


"Vice presidents have always struggled with how to separate themselves from incumbent presidents," said Republican strategist Alex Conant. "It's why so few of them win."
"Her talking point that she's 'not Joe Biden' is a good quip, but not a good message," Conant added, saying, "She should be able to point to three things at the ready that she'd do differently." Instead, he said, Harris "delivered Trump's message better than Trump does himself."
Other Democrats see little reason for Harris to make explicit policy breaks from Biden. Her presence at the top of the ticket resolves what had been the biggest Democratic vulnerability in November -- Biden's age.

"There's no question that the campaign understands the imperative for her to be an agent of change," said Eric Schultz, a Democratic operative and a former Obama spokesperson. "That is why 'a new way forward' is a smart frame, and it's also why she has made clear that her election would represent generational change. That is, of course, a contrast with her 78-year-old opponent, but it's also a signal that her entire orientation will be future and forward looking."
___
Associated Press writers Chris Megerian and Amelia Thomson-DeVeaux in Washington contributed to this report.
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            Andy Brown takes a break on top of what remains of a tree that destroyed his SUV when it fell during Hurricane Helene on in Augusta, Ga., Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins)
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            FILE - A damaged 100-year-old home is seen after an Oak tree landed on it after Hurricane Helene moved through the area, Sept. 27, 2024, in Valdosta, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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            FILE - A partially submerged vehicle sits in floodwater from after Hurricane Helene passed the area, Sept 27, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen, File)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- At least for now, a federal judge won't order the state of Georgia to reopen voter registration for November's elections. 
U.S. District Judge Eleanor Ross ruled after a Wednesday hearing that three voting rights groups haven't yet done enough to prove that damage and disruptions from Hurricane Helene unfairly deprived people of the opportunity to register last week. Monday was Georgia's registration deadline. Instead, Ross set another hearing for Thursday to consider more evidence and legal arguments. 
Ross questioned whether the groups proved they suffered injuries, noting the plaintiffs haven't yet produced a single person who says they were unable to register to vote because of the storm.
"You didn't bring me close enough to see the injury," Ross said in denying the plaintiffs' request.
State officials and the state Republican Party argue it would be a heavy burden on counties to order them to register additional voters as they prepare for early in-person voting to begin next Tuesday. 

    


The lawsuit was filed by the Georgia conference of the NAACP, the Georgia Coalition for the People's Agenda and the New Georgia Project. All three groups say they had to cancel voter registration activities last week. Historically, there's a spike in Georgia voter registrations just before the deadline, the plaintiffs said.




"Because these voters could not register by the Oct. 7 deadline, they will be deprived of the fundamental right to vote," said Amir Badat, a lawyer from the NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund who represents the plaintiffs.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Georgia has 8.2 million registered voters, according to online records from Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger's office. But with Georgia's presidential race having been decided by only 12,000 votes in 2020, a few thousand votes could make a difference in whether Republican Donald Trump or Democrat Kamala Harris wins the state's 16 electoral votes.

    


The groups say the storm kept people from registering online because of widespread power and internet outages and kept people from registering in person because at least 37 county election offices were closed for parts of last week. They also note mail service was suspended for a time in 27 counties, including the cities of Augusta, Savannah, Statesboro, Dublin and Vidalia. 
Closed offices and delayed mail are especially important for people who don't have state identification cards and must register in person or by mail, said Julie Houk of the Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under Law.
Houk said county elections offices understandably closed for the hurricane despite state law requiring them to be open.
"On the other hand, the state wants to strictly construe its deadline against people who will lose the fundamental right to vote," she said.
Senior Assistant Attorney General Elizabeth Young said a recent U.S. Supreme Court case limits the ability of associations to bring these kind of lawsuits. She also argued the plaintiffs should be suing county election officials since they have the primary responsibility to process voter registration applications. She said neither Raffensperger nor Gov. Brian Kemp, the named defendants, have the power to extend voter registration deadlines.

    


Young said the voting rights groups and anyone who wanted to register were hurt by the hurricane, not by government action.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"They have not identified a single plaintiff they claim has been harmed by the failure to register to vote," she said, adding that counties "do not need this additional burden placed on them."
Young and Brad Carver, a lawyer for the state and national Republican Party, both argued that people could have registered earlier.
"We must point out that the registration period had been open for a very long time," Carver said. "This court must consider that people could have registered for many, many months."
A federal judge in Florida denied a request to reopen voter registration in that state after hearing arguments Wednesday. The plaintiffs are considering whether to appeal. The lawsuit brought by the Florida chapters of the League of Women Voters and NAACP contends that thousands of people may have missed the registration deadline because they were recovering from Helene or preparing to evacuate from Milton. 


    


A court in South Carolina extended that state's registration deadline after Helene, and courts in Georgia and Florida did extend registration deadlines after 2016's Hurricane Matthew. In North Carolina, which was more heavily impacted by Hurricane Helene, the registration deadline isn't until Friday. Voters there can also register and cast a ballot simultaneously during the state's early in-person voting period, which runs from Oct. 17 through Nov. 2.
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            French President Emmanuel Macron, left, greets his Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr Zelenskyy before a meeting at the Elysee Palace, in Paris, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy arrives for a meeting at the Elysee Palace, in Paris, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer welcomes Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to 10 Downing Street in London, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024.(AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer, right, and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speak during a bilateral meeting inside 10 Downing Street, in London, Thursday Oct. 10, 2024. (Henry Nicholls/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Staff members prepare the red carpet for the arrival of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte to 10 Downing Street in London, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024.(AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer, right, and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speak during a bilateral meeting inside 10 Downing Street, in London, Thursday Oct. 10, 2024. (Henry Nicholls/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer welcomes Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to 10 Downing Street as Larry the cat, Chief Mouser to the Cabinet Office, steps out in London, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024.(AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy leaves 10 Downing Street after a meeting with Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer and NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte in London, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024.(AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer, center, NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte, right, and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy meet inside 10 Downing Street in London, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024.(AP Photo/Kin Cheung, Pool)
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            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer, center, NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte, right, and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy meet inside 10 Downing Street in London, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024.(AP Photo/Kin Cheung, Pool)
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            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer, center, NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte, right, and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy meet inside 10 Downing Street in London, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024.(AP Photo/Kin Cheung, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 18 | 
            Britain's Foreign Secretary David Lammy and NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte arrive at 10 Downing Street in London, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024.(AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte waves to the media after a meeting with Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at 10 Downing Street in London, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024.(AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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            NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte speaks to the media after a meeting with Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at 10 Downing Street in London, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024.(AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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            French President Emmanuel Macron, left, greets his Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr Zelenskyy before a meeting at the Elysee Palace, in Paris, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French President Emmanuel Macron, left, welcomes his Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr Zelenskyy before a meeting at the Elysee Palace, in Paris, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy arrives for a meeting at the Elysee Palace, in Paris, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            French President Emmanuel Macron, right, welcomes his Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr Zelenskyy before a meeting at the Elysee Palace, in Paris, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    18 of 18

                                    
                                    NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte speaks to the media after a meeting with Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at 10 Downing Street in London, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024.(AP Photo/Kin Cheung)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            JILL LAWLESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        PARIS (AP) -- Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy was city-hopping across Europe on Thursday to promote a "victory plan" that he said "aims to create the right conditions for a just end to the war" against Russia, detailing the proposals to European allies after a scheduled summit involving U.S. President Joe Biden was derailed by Hurricane Milton.
Zelenskyy's talks in London with British Prime Minister Keir Starmer and NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte were quickly followed by another meeting in Paris with French President Emmanuel Macron, who just the previous day sent a strong signal of support for Ukraine by visiting Ukrainian troops being trained in France.
Zelenskyy posted on X that he "outlined the details" of the Ukrainian victory plan to Starmer and added: "We have agreed to work on it together with our allies."
Starmer's Downing Street office said the leaders discussed the blueprint, the challenges for Ukraine of the approaching winter and "how investment in the country's security today would support Europe's broader security for generations to come."

    


The Ukrainian leader also met Rutte with Starmer. Zelenskyy posted afterward that they discussed trans-Atlantic cooperation and further reinforcing Ukraine militarily. He gave no details but posted that "these are the steps that will create the best conditions for restoring a just peace."




Zelenskyy has yet to publicly present his proposals for victory. But the timing of his efforts to lock in European support appeared to have the looming U.S. election in mind. Former President Donald Trump has long been critical of U.S. aid to Ukraine.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Zelenskyy had planned to present his blueprint at a weekend meeting of Western leaders in Germany, but it was postponed after Biden stayed home because of the hurricane crisis in Florida.
Zelenskyy then embarked on his whistle-stop tour of European capitals that have been among Ukraine's staunchest allies outside of the United States.

    


In Paris, Macron and Zelenskyy hugged before talks on the plan at the French presidential Elysee Palace. Afterward, Zelenskyy said "all the details" would come in November and that he's talking with allies about securing more military aid and permission for Ukrainian forces to carry out long-range strikes.
Kyiv wants Western partners to allow strikes deep inside Russia, using long-range weapons they provide. Some, including the U.K. and France, appear willing, but Biden is reticent about escalating the conflict.
"The situation looks bleak for all sides," Tatiana Stanovaya, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center, said Thursday on X. "The West hesitates amid internal divisions, Ukraine struggles while bracing for a harsh winter, and Russia presses forward without any strategic shifts in its favor, yet grows increasingly impatient."
Zelenskyy was expected later Thursday in Rome for talks with Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni. He also has a half-hour audience on Friday with Pope Francis, the Vatican said. 
Later Friday, he'll meet German Chancellor Olaf Scholz in Berlin.

    


Ukraine relies heavily on Western support, including tens of billions of dollars' worth of military and financial aid, to keep up the fight against its bigger enemy after almost 1,000 days of fighting since the full-scale Russian invasion began in 2022.
Fearing that crucial help could be in jeopardy due to political changes in donor countries, Ukraine has been building up its domestic arms industry. It also wants to raise more money from taxpayers to pay for the war effort. The Ukrainian parliament passed a bill on second reading Thursday that raises the so-called military tax from 1.5% to 5%. Some amendments are expected before it becomes law.
Zelenskyy's tour comes as Russia continues a slow but relentless drive deeper into Ukraine's eastern Donetsk region and targets key infrastructure with airstrikes.
Zelenskyy said Wednesday that the victory plan seeks to strengthen Ukraine "both geopolitically and on the battlefield" before any kind of dialogue with Russia.

    


"Weakness of any of our allies will inspire (Russian President Vladimir) Putin," he said. "That's why we're asking them to strengthen us, in terms of security guarantees, in terms of weapons, in terms of our future after this war. In my view, he (Putin) only understands force."
The death toll from a Russian ballistic missile strike on Ukraine's southern city of Odesa rose Thursday to eight, regional Gov. Oleh Kiper said. It was the latest in a string of assaults on the Black Sea port.
Authorities in Kyiv also announced Thursday that Ukrainian journalist Viktoria Roshchyna died while being in Russian captivity, although the circumstances of her death remained unknown. Moscow admitted detaining Roshchyna, who went missing in 2023 while on a reporting trip to Russia-occupied areas.

    


___

Associated Press writers Hanna Arhirova in Kyiv, Jill Lawless in London, John Leicester and Sylvie Corbet in Paris, Giada Zampano in Rome, Barry Hatton in Lisbon and Geir Moulson in Berlin contributed to this story.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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            A Palestinian man carries an injured child after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Rescue workers search for victims on a hotel-turned-shelter for displaced people hit by an Israeli airstrike, in Wardaniyeh, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A Turkish citizen sits next of her belongings, as she waits to board a Turkish navy vessel to be evacuated to Turkey at a gathering point, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            Members of Doctors Without Borders treat a displaced man fleeing the Israeli airstrikes in Dahiyeh, in an empty building complex, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Tents are crammed together as displaced Palestinians camp along the beach of Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                        An Israeli strike on a school sheltering the displaced in the Gaza Strip killed at least 27 people, including a child and seven women, Palestinian officials said Thursday, as Israel continues to fire at what it says are militant targets across Gaza. 
In southern Lebanon, the U.N. peacekeeping force said an Israeli tank fired on its headquarters in the town of Naqoura, hitting an observation tower and wounding two peacekeepers, who were hospitalized. 
Israel's offensive in Gaza has killed over 42,000 Palestinians, according to local health authorities, who do not say how many were fighters but say women and children make up more than half of the fatalities. The war has destroyed large areas of Gaza and displaced around 90% of its population of 2.3 million people, often multiple times.
A year ago, Hamas-led militants blew holes in Israel's security fence and stormed into army bases and farming communities, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting another 250. They are still holding about 100 captives inside Gaza, a third of whom are believed to be dead.

    


Israel is now at war with Hamas in Gaza and its ally Hezbollah in Lebanon, which began firing rockets at Israel on Oct. 8, 2023.




___
Here is the latest:
Safe places needed for those displaced in Lebanon, official says
BEIRUT -- The International Organization for Migration's regional director said Thursday that the "support provided so far is minimal" for the hundreds of thousands of people displaced by the Israeli aerial and ground offensive in Lebanon, where Israel has said that it is targeting Hezbollah.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There is an "urgent need for help to identify safe places that are able to host people, because from our field visits, most of the places are overwhelmed," Othman Belbeisi said during a visit to the country. 
The Lebanese government has said that some 1.2 million people have been displaced by the conflict, of which Belbeisi said the IOM has been able to verify 690,000, a number that is expected to grow.

    


While hundreds of thousands have fled across the border into neighboring Syria, Belbeisi said that thus far the organization has not tracked a major surge in the number of people attempting to flee to other countries by sea, possibly because such journeys would involve a "very high risk with the current situation."
28 killed and 113 wounded in past 24 hours in Lebanon, health ministry reports
BEIRUT -- Lebanon's crisis response unit announced Thursday that 28 people were killed and 113 wounded in the past 24 hours, raising the total toll over the past year of conflict between Israel and Hezbollah to 2,169 killed and 10,212 wounded, according to the Lebanese Health Ministry.
The report also recorded 61 airstrikes and incidents of shelling in the past day, mostly concentrated in southern Lebanon, the southern suburbs of Beirut and the Bekaa Valley.
Some 1,000 centers -- including educational complexes, vocational institutes, universities and other institutions -- are sheltering 186,400 people displaced by the Israeli offensive in Lebanon, the report said. Half of those displaced are housed in facilities concentrated in Beirut and Mount Lebanon.
Among these shelters, 822 have reached full capacity. Overall, the total number of displaced individuals in Lebanon stands at 1.2 million.

    


Despite a major border crossing between Lebanon and Syria being out of commission after an Israeli strike hit the road last week, crowds have continued to flow across the border seeking relative safety in Syria. Between Sept. 23 and Wednesday, Lebanese General Security recorded 314,481 Syrian citizens, 111,801 Lebanese citizens crossing into Syria, the report said.
The European Union is set to mobilize a three-flight humanitarian airlift operation to deliver supplies for shelters while the Canadian Department for International Development has pledged an additional funding of nearly $11 million to meet the urgent humanitarian needs of civilians in Lebanon, the report added.
Italy's defense minister criticizes Israeli attacks on UN bases in Lebanon
ROME -- Italy's defense minister defined the recent Israeli attacks on U.N. peacekeeping bases in southern Lebanon as possible "war crimes" and "very serious violations" of international laws Thursday.

    


At a press conference in Rome, Defense Minister Guido Crosetto stressed that he has asked for a formal explanation from Israeli authorities on the gunfire attacks against United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon bases, which he said "were not an accident nor a mistake." Crosetto reiterated that what had happened in southern Lebanon was "unacceptable."
"We won't accept the justification that Israeli military forces had previously alerted UNIFIL that some of its bases had to be abandoned," Crosetto said.
"I told the Israeli ambassador to Rome that the UN and Italy cannot accept orders from the Israeli government," he added.
The Italian minister also reiterated that a final decision on whether to stop the UNIFIL mission in southern Lebanon for security reasons is up to the U.N. and not to the single countries contributing to the mission. 

    


Italy has about 1,000 soldiers deployed in the area and none of them were wounded in the attacks. Crosetto said the Italian government aims at keeping its soldiers in place to safeguard "peace spaces" in the troubled region, but added that a "contingency plan" is ready to protect Italian personnel there in case the situation worsens. 
EU, Italy and Jordan condemn Israeli strikes on UN base in Lebanon
The European Union's top diplomat, Josep Borrell, has sharply condemned Israeli strikes on the U.N. peacekeeping mission in Lebanon as "an inadmissible act, for which there is no justification."
"Another line has been dangerously crossed in Lebanon," he wrote on social media platform X.
Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni said her government formally protested to Israeli authorities. Meloni said she received updates from the two Italian bases located in outposts that were hit by Israeli gunfire and praised the peacekeepers for their "valuable work." Italy has about 1,000 soldiers deployed as U.N. peacekeepers in Lebanon.
Jordan's Foreign Ministry also denounced the Israeli strikes on the U.N. base as a "dangerous escalation" and "flagrant violation of international law."
Israeli police arrest Palestinians in connection with alleged bomb attack plan
TEL AVIV, Israel - Israel's police and Shin Bet internal security service said on Thursday they arrested five Palestinians from northern Israel associated with the Islamic State group over an alleged plan to bomb a mall in Tel Aviv.
The Shin Bet said the five men were active in online discussions on how to plant a car bomb that would topple large skyscrapers in central Tel Aviv. The suspects also allegedly watched videos of Islamic State attacks in Syria. 
Police said they thwarted the plan "in the early stages of its implementation" and seized weapons from their home. Police did not provide further evidence. Two of the men had expressed interest in going abroad to fight with the Islamic State, according to police.
The arrests came as Israel faced a spate of shooting and stabbing attacks carried out by Palestinians from Israel and the occupied West Bank that have killed 9 people and wounded dozens in recent days.
Italy summons Israeli ambassador over strike on UN base
ROME -- Italy's Defence Minister Guido Crosetto has urgently summoned the Israeli ambassador to Italy to discuss the strike on a U.N. peacekeeping base in southern Lebanon where Italian personnel operate.
Italy has about 1,000 soldiers deployed in Lebanon, participating in the UN peacekeeping mission.
A UNIFIL spokesperson said Thursday that two peacekeepers were hospitalized after its headquarters in Naqoura was directly hit by Israeli tank fire. Israeli forces have "deliberately" fired at the UN position in recent days, the spokesperson said. 
The U.N. peacekeeping chief, Jean-Pierre Lacroix, said last week that U.N. peacekeepers were staying in their positions on Lebanon's southern border despite Israel's request to vacate some areas before it launched its ground operation against Hezbollah militants.
UNIFIL was created to oversee the withdrawal of Israeli troops from southern Lebanon after Israel's 1978 invasion. The U.N. expanded its mission following the 2006 war between Israel and Hezbollah, allowing peacekeepers to deploy along the Israeli border. The force has more than 10,000 peacekeepers from around 50 countries.
2 peacekeepers wounded after Israeli fire hits UN peacekeeping force in Lebanon 
BEIRUT -- The U.N. peacekeeping force in southern Lebanon said Thursday an Israeli tank fired on its headquarters in the town of Naqoura, hitting an observation tower and wounding two peacekeepers, who were hospitalized.
UNIFIL said in a statement that its headquarters and nearby positions "have been repeatedly hit." It said the army also fired on a nearby bunker where peacekeepers were sheltering, damaging vehicles and a communication system. It said an Israeli drone was seen flying to the bunker's entrance.
Strike on central Gaza shelter kills at least 27
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- A strike on a school sheltering displaced people in the central Gaza city of Deir al-Balah killed 27 people, including a child and seven women, according to the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, where the bodies were brought. It said several other people were wounded.
An Associated Press reporter saw ambulances streaming into the hospital and counted the bodies, many of which arrived in pieces.
"We appeal to the world. We are dying!" one man screamed.
The Israeli military said it carried out a precise strike targeting a militant command and control center inside the school. Israel has repeatedly attacked schools that were turned into shelters in Gaza, accusing militants of hiding out in them.
Witnesses who spoke on condition of anonymity for security reasons said the strike occurred while school managers were meeting with representatives of an aid group in a room normally used by Hamas-run police who provide security. They said there were no police in the room at the time.
Turkey evacuates c
itizens from Lebanon
Over 2,000 Turkish citizens and some foreign nationals started boarding a Turkish military ship late Wednesday that brought in aid and will take them out of a country being hit by Israeli airstrikes targeting Hezbollah.
It's part of a six-ship convoy including escorts that set sail from the southern Turkish port of Mersin early Wednesday, transporting 300 tons of humanitarian supplies, including food, hygiene kits, kitchenware, tents, beds and blankets.
Besides the Turkish citizens, people from Bulgaria, Romania and Kazakhstan were among those who applied to evacuate on the ships. Officials did not provide numbers.
Turkey's government plans to organize more sea evacuations if necessary and is contemplating charter flights to repatriate citizens.
Read more here.
Top UN official in Lebanon says ceasefire is still on the table
UNITED NATIONS - The top U.N. official in Lebanon repeated her call for an immediate cease-fire, saying the 21-day cease-fire proposal launched by the U.S. and France is still on the table "and very relevant."
Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert said Wednesday that a halt to fighting is the only way to ease "the colossal human suffering that is happening right now," address Lebanon's "humanitarian crisis of catastrophic proportions" and provide a window "for diplomatic efforts to take hold and succeed."
The U.N. special coordinator for Lebanon expressed hope during a video press conference from Beirut "that Israel will now, or soon, be ready to add its support to the many calls and appeals out there for a cease-fire or a pause."
"I'm not saying that it's going to be an easy ride or walk in a park," she said. "It will be difficult, but I am convinced that it's doable, and it's in the interest of Lebanon, in the interest of Israel to find sustainable solutions."
Hennis-Plasschaert said there must also be a realistic roadmap to implement the 2006 U.N. Security Council resolution that ended the Israeli-Hezbollah war. Its key provisions include disarming all armed groups including Hezbollah and deploying the Lebanese army throughout the country's south, which borders Israel and is mainly controlled by the militant group.

"At the end of the day, it is the lack or non-implementation of resolution 1701 over the past 18 years that led to today's harsh reality," Hennis-Plasschaert said.
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves as she boards Air Force Two at LaGuardia International Airport, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at Santander Arena, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Reading, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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                                        As Florida grapples with the effects of Hurricane Milton, presidential campaigning remains in full swing in battleground states across the U.S. 
Vice President Kamala Harris will attend a Univision town hall in Las Vegas on Thursday afternoon before going to an evening rally in Phoenix while remaining in close contact with the White House and monitoring federal disaster response efforts.
Former President Donald Trump, meanwhile, will speak at the Economic Club of Detroit after holding rallies in Pennsylvania on Wednesday.
Even amid the hurricane, however, both the Harris and Trump campaigns are using their travel strategically, trying to increase support with key voting blocs who could decide an election expected to be exceedingly close. 
Former President Barack Obama is also hitting the campaign trail on Thursday night, making his first appearance for Harris at a rally in Pittsburgh. That begins what the Harris campaign says will be a series of campaign stops Obama will make on the vice president's behalf. 

    


Follow the AP's Election 2024 coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
Here's the latest:




Trump says CBS should lose its broadcast license due to '60 Minutes' editing
Donald Trump says CBS should lose its broadcast license over the way "60 Minutes" edited its interview with Vice President Kamala Harris earlier this week.
Trump, in a post on his social media site, accused the network of perpetrating a "giant Fake News Scam" after different CBS shows, "60 Minutes" and "Face the Nation," depicted Harris giving different answers, an apparent result of editing.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"TAKE AWAY THE CBS LICENSE. Election Interference," Trump railed. "She is a Moron, and the Fake News Media wants to hide that fact."
CBS has not responded to questions about the apparent discrepancies.
This is not the first time Trump has threatened to go after a network's license.
He has said ABC deserved to lose theirs after they moderated his debate with Harris, and has previously threatened NBC and CNN for reporting he didn't like.

    


UAW chief calls Trump the 'job-killer-in-chief'
The Harris campaign openly challenged Trump's economic record ahead of the Republican nominee's Thursday speech in Detroit, part of a broader effort to chip away at the former president's credibility.
On a call with reporters organized by the campaign, Shawn Fain, president of the United Auto Workers, called Trump the "job-killer-in-chief." Despite Trump's promises to bring back factory jobs, Fain said, "The reality is Trump never brought back squat."

Back in 2000, Michigan had nearly 900,000 factory jobs. That number nearly halved after the 2008 financial crisis, only to then slowly recover 633,900 jobs in 2018. But factory work in Michigan began to slump in 2019 and then plunged during the pandemic, all during Trump's term. Labor Department data show that manufacturing work in the state still hasn't fully recovered with there being 604,800 jobs in the sector as of August.
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                                        MAPUTO, Mozambique (AP) -- Mozambicans were waiting for early election results Thursday, a day after a vote for a new president passed off peacefully despite opposition candidates claiming fraud and manipulation by the longtime ruling party.
Vote-counting began straight after polls closed Wednesday evening, and some preliminary results from the 11 provinces could be released within days. The final results must be delivered to the Constitutional Council within 15 days to be ratified and formally declared.
The governing Front for the Liberation of Mozambique, or Frelimo, has been in power for 49 years since Mozambique gained independence from colonial ruler Portugal in 1975, although the country only held its first elections in 1994 because of a 15-year civil war following independence.
Frelimo's Daniel Chapo is favored to succeed President Filipe Nyusi, who has served a maximum two terms. Chapo, who is 47, is a new face for Frelimo, having emerged as the surprise winner of an internal vote in May to be its presidential candidate.

    


Chapo's strongest challenge could come from independent Venancio Mondlane, say analysts. He is a newcomer to national politics who has struck a chord with young people who are disaffected with unemployment and government corruption in the southern Africa nation of some 33 million people.




Mondlane and the two other challengers for president all raised concerns over the voting process on Wednesday, saying among other things that ballot boxes had been unsealed before voting ended and some of their parties' delegates were denied accreditation to monitor voting.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Frelimo has often been accused of rigging elections. Last year, after it swept local elections, violent unrest erupted that was put down by security forces.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Young people are not going to take another fraud," Mondlane said.
The head of the European Union's observer delegation said Thursday that no major problems were reported on voting day, although it was too early to draw any conclusions. Mozambican election monitoring group Sala da Paz also said it was troubling that some party delegates were denied access to polling stations and were unable to monitor voting.

    


Mozambique, which boasts a long coastline of tropical beaches on the Indian Ocean, has abundant natural resources and is a crucial gateway for the region. However, it has been hampered by instability and hit by cyclones and other climate shocks. 
It is fighting a jihadi insurgency in the northern province of Cabo Delgado that has left hundreds of thousands of people displaced and halted new multibillion-dollar natural gas projects seen as crucial to the economy. Voting went ahead in Cabo Delgado despite the security challenges.
Frelimo is a leftist former liberation movement that established a one-party state after independence. It fought a bloody civil war against rebel group Renamo, which became the main opposition after a 1992 peace deal. The peace between Frelimo and Renamo has been fragile, with more fighting breaking out in 2013 and another deal signed in 2019.


    


The four candidates for president are Chapo, Mondlane, Renamo's Ossufo Momade and Lutero Simango of the small Mozambique Democratic Movement party. Mozambicans voted for president, the makeup of Parliament and the provincial governors in the one-day election.
___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mozambique-election-president-chapo-mondlane-frelimo-nyusi-4310cd26fd03939ab24fe390ce8bbadd
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            Sebastian Stan, from left, director Ali Abbasi, Maria Bakalova and Jeremy Strong pose for a portrait to promote the film "The Apprentice" on Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Victoria Will/Invision/AP)
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            Jeremy Strong poses for a portrait to promote the film "The Apprentice" on Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Victoria Will/Invision/AP)
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            This image released by Briarcliff Entertainment shows Jeremy Strong, left, and Sebastian Stan in a scene from the film "The Apprentice." (Pief Weyman/Briarcliff Entertainment via AP)
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            Sebastian Stan poses for a portrait to promote the film "The Apprentice" on Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Victoria Will/Invision/AP)
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            Jeremy Strong poses for a portrait to promote the film "The Apprentice" on Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Victoria Will/Invision/AP)
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            This image released by Briarcliff Entertainment shows Maria Bakalova, left, and Sebastian Stan in a scene from the film "The Apprentice." (Pief Weyman/Briarcliff Entertainment via AP)
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            Jeremy Strong, left, and Sebastian Stan attend the premiere of "The Apprentice" at the DGA New York Theater on Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)
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            Jeremy Strong, left, and Sebastian Stan pose for a portrait to promote the film "The Apprentice" on Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Victoria Will/Invision/AP)
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            Sebastian Stan says he tuned out news about former President Donald Trump while he was shooting "The Apprentice," about Trump's early career in the 1970s and '80s. (Oct. 8)
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            Speaking at the premiere of "The Apprentice," Sebastian Stan, who takes on the role of Donald Trump in the '80s-set drama, discussed the political ramifications of portraying the former U.S. president and current Republican nominee. (Oct. 9)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Even in an election year, most seem to agree on one aspect about Ali Abbasi's much-debated Donald Trump film "The Apprentice": Sebastian Stan is a remarkably good Trump and Jeremy Strong is chillingly riveting as the New York power broker Roy Cohn.
One reviewer recently wrote that Strong's portrayal of Cohn is "uncanny in its accuracy." The critic? Longtime Trump advisor Roger Stone.
Since its debut at the Cannes Film Festival in May, after which the Trump campaign pledged legal action, "The Apprentice" has been hounded by controversy. Its makers have had to fight to secure a theatrical release, which, in opening Thursday, comes just weeks ahead of the election. The Trump campaign has called it "election interference by Hollywood elites."
"We're way out on a limb," Strong says.
The movie, about Cohn's mentorship of a young Trump in the greed-is-good 1980s, is a dramatic election-year provocation. It's an origin story of the Republican nominee beginning with Cohn, the ruthless attorney whose tactics of deny-deny-deny made him a sought-after fixer for the mafia, chief counsel for Sen. Joseph McCarthy's communist witch hunt and a guru to Trump when he was trying to make a name for himself in New York real estate.

    


"His defiance of reality, and his denial of reality, to me are the signature components of what he instilled in his star pupil," Strong says, noting that Cohn's boat was named Defiance. "It's a legacy of mendacity and lies and denialism and the aggressive pursuit of winning as the only moral measure."




"The Apprentice," directed by the Iranian-Danish filmmaker Abbasi and scripted by Gabriel Sherman, puts the Cohn-Trump relationship at its center, and in doing so, gives Strong and Stan two of the best roles of their careers. Strong calls Cohn "probably the single most fascinating person I've ever studied and interrogated and attempted to inhabit."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For two much-satirized figures, the performances are uncommonly humanistic. Cohn has a rich tradition of portrayals, including Al Pacino in Tony Kushner's "Angels in America." But Strong's Cohn is uniquely authentic and camp-free. Trump, of course, has been mostly played with "Saturday Night Live"-style parody. But Stan's Trump is a blank-slate striver, eager to be molded by Cohn. Abbasi says, "I still don't know exactly how he did it."

    


"For him, there's a special kind of risk-taking," Abbasi says of Stan. "He has another path of career with the superhero stuff. But Sebastian, on the other hand, has always been someone who takes big chances. He's been humanizing a lot of douchebag, sleazebag characters -- people you don't want to be. But somehow when you see Sebastian play them, you think, 'Maybe he's not that bad.'"
'A crazy mountain to climb' to portray Trump in 'The Apprentice'
Most actors wanted nothing to do with playing Trump. But Stan signed up, and stuck with the production over several years.
"I went on the ride," Stan says. "And it was a ride, too, because it wasn't a movie that came together very easily. It's a movie I've known of for a while. I originally met Ali in 2019."

    


"Of course it felt risky," he adds. "But honestly that factored into the decision, in a way. It sort of plays more into this recent approach to things I've taken. It started for me about five years ago. I really started to think of fear as a motivating factor in it maybe being the right sign that I need to commit to something. It's very easy to just keep doing things that you feel you've gotten good at. Then something comes along and it feels like such a crazy mountain to climb."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


That may go doubly for "The Apprentice," a movie that cobbled together financing and struggled to find distribution before Briarcliff Entertainment stepped forward this fall. Sherman first began writing it in 2017. He had covered the 2016 Trump campaign for New York magazine and took note when a Trump associate commented on Trump employing Cohn's strategies.
"The idea came to me a flash," says Sherman. "That's the movie. Donald was Roy's apprentice. Let's do an origin story, a mentor-protege story about how this relationship set Donald on the path to becoming president."

    


Trump, who first met Cohn in 1973 and remained close friends until Cohn's death in 1986, has spoken about his admiration for him. "Roy was brutal, but he was a very loyal guy," Trump told author Tim O'Brien. "He brutalized for you." Politico's Michael Kruse in 2016 detailed the relationship, writing: "Cohn's philosophy shaped the real estate mogul's worldview and the belligerent public persona visible in Trump's presidential campaign."
More historical analysis of Cohn is on the way. Kai Bird, who wrote "American Prometheus: The Triumph and Tragedy of J. Robert Oppenheimer," on which Christopher Nolan's film was based, is working on a biography of Cohn.
"Roy Cohn is suddenly one of the most influential people in our country, posthumously, because of what he imparted to Donald Trump," says Strong.

    


Finding 'a reptilian pulse' to play Roy Cohn
Strong had first been drawn to playing Cohn several years ago for a project that ultimately didn't happen. But it got Strong thinking about the intriguing paradoxes of Cohn. If finding a character means finding their pulse, Strong says, "in this case, it's a sort of reptilian pulse."
"In terms of a sociological, anthropological study, I find him to be a completely fascinating character," says Strong. "My own judgments have to be left at the door. But it was like peering into the heart of darkness."
For the two actors, "The Apprentice" posed a particular challenge in balancing judgment and empathy. The film has engendered a spectrum of reaction. Abbasi has claimed Trump might not dislike the film and invited him to see it. ("It's an open invitation," Sherman says.) Others have criticized the movie for bringing any degree of sympathy to its lead characters. 
"The only way we can learn is through empathy," Stan says. "We have to protect empathy and continue to nourish it. And I think one way of nourishing empathy is showing what it's exact opposite can be."
"(Cohn) didn't believe in showing vulnerability," says Strong. "He was only interested in projecting strength, and I find that very tragic."
Following four seasons of HBO's "Succession," which imagined a fictionalized Rupert Murdoch in Logan Roy, Strong found himself again exploring the ruthless machinations of power in New York City.
"I can draw a line between those two, certainly. Rupert Murdoch is at a party at Roy's house on 68th Street in the film, and Roy and Rupert did a lot of business together," Strong says. "In some ways I'm a Zelig around these subjects and themes."
Strong was famously pilloried for a 2021 New Yorker profile chronicling his earnest approach to staying in character. But Abbasi was still sometimes thrown by Strong's Method ways. "There were days," the director says, "where I was like, 'Why is he not looking at me? Does he hate me?' Oh, he's in character."
Strong describes transforming into Cohn as "self-erasure," a process for which he needs to enter "a state of mono-focus" in order to "change the stamp of your nature." But he's also hesitant to over-emphasize his immersion. 
"It's all a game. It's a game, so I don't get lost in it," Strong says. "I'm in the boundaries of the game, but I'm just committing to that game."
Stan has joked about his own Method acting in one scene where continually eating cheeseballs led to a rough morning on the toilet. Adopting Trump's diet, he says, messed with his health. "I finished the movie and got my blood work done and they were like, 'Your LDL levels are much higher, like 50% higher,'" says Stan, chuckling.
At the same time, Stan also drew from his own experience. Like Abbasi, Stan, who grew up in Romania before coming to America, has a partially European perspective on Trump. He remembers coming to New York with his mother at age 12.
"She said to me, 'This is where it happens. This is where you become somebody,'" Stan says. "I really took that in stride. And I've had a very love-hate relationship with this thing that she passed on to me."
Embracing controversy for 'The Apprentice'
Ultimately, the makers of "The Apprentice" argue that all of the tools of drama serve a vital role in bringing a deeper understanding to even the most polarizing political figures.
"My rule of thumb is that if everyone's happy, something's wrong," Abbasi says. "I'm not afraid of controversy. It's not where I get my kick. But I also knew it would follow with some of this stuff. The kind of movies I like, they have a temperament, like people. You have people who are nice and polite and neutral, but those are not the kind of people you usually remember. People can be bad-tempered or foul-mouthed and you remember them. I want to be one of those people you remember, movie-wise."
Strong and Stan find themselves in the unlikely position of being scorned by the potential future president for a movie that had to resort to seeking money via Kickstarter. (The campaign has collected more than $400,000. ) As much as they're far out on a limb, both are seen as in contention for their first Academy Award nominations.

"Do I think it's going to change people's minds? I'm not sure," says Strong. "Do I think it will help anyone who sees this movie have a great understanding of the origins of where we are now? Yes, I do. And do I think it could infinitesimally move the needle in a direction that I hope we move in? I do."
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- Immigrants who grew up in the United States after being brought here illegally as children were among close to 200 demonstrators who gathered Thursday outside a federal courthouse in New Orleans, where three appellate judges heard arguments over the Biden administration's policy shielding them from deportation.
At stake in the long legal battle playing out at the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals is the future of about 535,000 people who have long-established lives in the U.S., even though they don't hold citizenship or legal residency status and they could eventually be deported. 
"I live here. I work here. I own a home here," said Marea Rocha Carrillo, 37. She traveled from her home in New York to join the demonstration and was on the front row of a packed courtroom as the hearing started. She said she was brought to the U.S. at age 3 when family members immigrated from Mexico, where she was born. She could not get a teaching certificate until the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program allowed her to build a career in education. 

    


Opponents of DACA weren't in evidence among the demonstrators. But opponents, chiefly Texas and eight other Republican-dominated states, have said in court arguments and legal briefs that they incur hundreds of millions of dollars in health care, education and other costs when immigrants are allowed to remain in the country illegally.




As the hourlong hearing opened, Brian Boynton, arguing for the Biden administration, said the states have no standing to sue because they have demonstrated no harm caused by DACA. He said his argument is bolstered by Supreme Court decisions made since the 5th Circuit heard and rejected that contention in 2022.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Judge Jerry Smith pushed back. "I don't understand how you get anywhere with that argument," Smith said, stating that the Supreme Court precedents don't contain unequivocal language that would require the appeals court to back off its previous finding.

    


Judge Stephen Higginson seemed more willing to consider the argument.
"A dramatic or sea change in analysis allows us to follow the Supreme Court instead of errant 5th Circuit law?" Stephenson asked.
"That's correct," replied Boynton. 
Judges on the panel gave no indication when or how they will rule. The case will almost certainly wind up at the Supreme Court. 
Former President Barack Obama first put the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program in place in 2012, citing inaction by Congress on legislation aimed at giving those brought to the U.S. as youngsters a path to legal status and citizenship. Years of litigation followed. President Joe Biden renewed the program in hopes of winning court approval.
But in September 2023, U.S. District Judge Andrew Hanen in Houston said the executive branch had overstepped its authority. Hanen barred the government from approving new applications, but left it intact for existing recipients, known as "Dreamers," during appeals. Boynton asked the 5th Circuit judges to keep that policy while appeals continue if they rule against DACA.

    


Defenders of the policy argue that Congress has given the executive branch's Department of Homeland Security authority to set immigration policy, and that the states challenging the program have no basis to sue. 
"They cannot identify any harms flowing from DACA," Nina Perales, vice president of the Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund, said at a news conference this week. 
The Texas Attorney General's Office did not respond to an emailed interview request. The other states challenging DACA are Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, Nebraska, South Carolina, West Virginia, Kansas and Mississippi. 
Among those states' allies in court briefs is the Immigration Reform Law Institute. "Congress has repeatedly refused to legalize DACA recipients, and no administration can take that step in its place," the group's executive director, Dale L. Wilcox, said in a statement this year.

The panel hearing the case consists of Smith, nominated to the 5th Circuit by former President Ronald Reagan; Edith Brown Clement, nominated by former President George W. Bush; and Higginson, nominated by Obama.
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                                        WARSAW, Poland (AP) -- Poland is tightening its visa regulations as probes into alleged cash-for-visa scandal have confirmed irregularities under the previous right-wing government which cost the public purse millions of dollars, the foreign minister of this European Union country said Thursday.
Radek Sikorski said it will be much tougher now to obtain a visa for Poland, a document which gives access to unrestricted travel within Europe's border-free Schengen zone, and the vetting of applicants will be stepped up. For example, student visa applications will be scrutinized to prevent situations in which they were only used as a means of getting into Europe. 
On Thursday the state Supreme Audit Office released the report of its investigation into the Foreign Ministry visa department and confirmed media allegations made last year that Polish consulates in Asia and Africa took thousands of dollars for each work visa, against regulations. It said it found 46 kinds of irregularities in five different areas, including a lack of transparency, an environment prone to corruption and poor supervision by the minister at the time, Zbigniew Rau. 

    


One of the most egregious examples involved visas for dozens of farmers from India, who were described in their documents as Bollywood filmmakers. 




The ministry lost control over the visa system, especially in the years 2018-2023, Sikorski told a news conference. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We can confirm that, unfortunately, in a scandalous way, unlawful pressure was exercised over Polish consuls with the intention of increasing the number of visas issued to people ... who should not necessarily obtain them, including the citizens of the Russian Federation," Sikorski said. 
He said the ministry was contributing to the process of drawing up Poland's new policy for curbing illegal migration, which Prime Minister Donald Tusk is to present on Saturday. 

    


Earlier this year, Sikorski's initial reaction to the scandal was to hike visa fees, which used to be among Europe's cheapest and attracted migrants from Asia and Africa seeking access to Europe via Poland. The cash-for-visa system was developed under the previous government of Law and Justice, in stark contrast to its anti-migrant policies and statements. 
The report released Thursday said that between 2018 and early 2024, thousands of visas were issued to people who paid hefty sums to agencies cooperating with Polish consulates. 
One agency alone issued more than 4,200 visas between Jan. 1, 2018 and March 29, 2024. Some applicants paid as much as 30,000 zlotys ($7,600; euro 7,000), according to the auditors. 
The audit chamber is weighing whether to take the case to prosecutors. 
Based on a separate investigation by the state anti-corruption bureau, prosecutors have so far charged former deputy foreign minister, Piotr Wawrzyk, and nine other people, and are continuing their probe.
A special parliamentary commission that was formed after elections last fall is also probing the visa irregularities, and its conclusions so far have confirmed many flaws in the system. 


    


The audit chamber said that, on the whole, between 2018 and 2023, Poland issued 6.1 million visas, including 1.2 million Schengen visas, out of 6.5 million applications. Some 3.4 million visas were granted to Ukrainian citizens, 1.6 million to Belarusians and more than 357,000 to Russia's citizens, some after Russia's aggression against Ukraine in February 2022. 
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            Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan waves as Prime Minister of Albania Edi Rama, welcomes him before their meeting in Tirana, Albania, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Hameraldi Agolli)
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            Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan claps hands during a news conference with Prime Minister of Albania Edi Rama, after after they sing bilateral agreements in Tirana, Albania, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj) i
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            Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan looks on during a news conference with Prime Minister of Albania Edi Rama, after their meeting, in Tirana, Albania, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            Prime Minister of Albania Edi Rama, speaks during a join news conference with Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan after their meeting, in Tirana, Albania, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan speaks during a news conference with Prime Minister of Albania Edi Rama, after their meeting, in Tirana, Albania, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            Prime Minister of Albania Edi Rama, right, exchange envelops with Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan after they sing bilateral agreements in Tirana, Albania, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            Prime Minister of Albania Edi Rama, right, shakes hands with Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan during a join news conference after they sing bilateral agreements in Tirana, Albania, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan waves as Prime Minister of Albania Edi Rama, welcomes him before their meeting in Tirana, Albania, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Hameraldi Agolli)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 12

                                    
                                    Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan waves as Prime Minister of Albania Edi Rama, welcomes him before their meeting in Tirana, Albania, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Hameraldi Agolli)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 12 | 
            Prime Minister of Albania Edi Rama, left, welcomes Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan before their meeting in Tirana, Albania, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Hameraldi Agolli)
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            Prime Minister of Albania Edi Rama, left, escorts Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan before their meeting in Tirana, Albania, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Hameraldi Agolli)
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            Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan looks on during a news conference with Prime Minister of Albania Edi Rama, after their meeting, in Tirana, Albania, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            Prime Minister of Albania Edi Rama, right, exchange envelops with Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan after they sing bilateral agreements in Tirana, Albania, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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                                        TIRANA, Albania (AP) -- Turkey's president traveled Thursday to Albania's capital to inaugurate a Turkish-funded mosque with 50-meter-high (160-foot-high) minarets as part of a trip to boost ties and discuss regional issues.
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan also said that his country would give an unspecified number of drones to boost military capabilities in Albania, whose population is slightly more than 50% Muslim. 
The new Namazgah mosque in Tirana is one of the largest in the Balkans. 
Erdogan met with Albanian President Bajram Begaj and later with Prime Minister Edi Rama, with whom he has close ties. Following a meeting of top officials from both countries, the two sides signed agreements to boost cooperation in agriculture and education. 
Turkey is a strategic partner of Albania and one of its largest investors, contributing to infrastructure and other sectors. Erdogan said the two countries should aim to double their annual trade to 2 billion euros ($2.2 billion).

    


At a briefing after the meetings, Rama said Turkey's gift of military drones sends a "very clear message" that "Albania cannot be attacked."




In comments touching on regional issues, Erdogan denounced Israel's war on Hamas in Gaza as a "genocide" and a "threat to the global order." He said Israel must pressured into an urgently needed ceasefire to facilitate humanitarian aid.
Rama also pushed for a ceasefire, but took a different tone on the Palestinian group, saying that "Hamas and any other source of terror have no place in a peaceful future of two sovereign states, Israel and Palestine."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Construction of the new mosque was started in 2015 with some 30 million euros ($34 million) from the state-run Turkish Muslim organization Diyanet.
The construction already had been completed for more than a year, but the inauguration was delayed because of Erdogan's concerns that a group that Turkey calls the Fetullah Terrorist Organization, or FETO, would have influence over the mosque.

    


Under agreements reached with the local Albanian Muslim community, Turkey's Diyanet organization will have representation on the mosque's governing board.
Turkey says that FETO and its U.S.-based leader Fetullah Gulen orchestrated a failed coup in Turkey on July 15, 2016, which left 251 people dead and nearly 2,200 wounded. Gulen has denied any involvement.
In addition to the four minarets, the Namazgah mosque has a central dome of 30 meters and the capacity to hold 8,000 people. It sits on a 10,000-square-meter parcel of land near Albania's parliament, and the first floor includes a cultural center.
The site is near landmark Catholic and Orthodox cathedrals.

Sunni Muslims make up nearly 46% of Albania's population, and Bektashi Muslims another 5%. Catholics are 8% and Orthodox Christians 7%, according to a 2023 census. The various religious groups live together peacefully without tensions. 
___
Follow Llazar Semini at https://twitter.com/lsemini
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            FILE - Palestinian paramedics inspect damage in the patient rooms caused by the Israeli strikes on the maternity ward at Nasser Hospital in the town of Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Sunday, Dec. 17, 2023. (AP Photo/Mohammed Dahman, File)
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            FILE - Palestinian medics inspect a damaged Ambulance hit by an Israeli air strike inside Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Saturday, Oct. 7, 2023. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians walk through the destruction left by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip near Shifa Hospital in Gaza City, Monday, April 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Hajjar, File)
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                                        A U.N. commission on Thursday accused Israel of destroying Gaza's health care system through "relentless and deliberate attacks" in its yearlong war with Hamas and said that Palestinian prisoners and Israeli hostages have been tortured and sexually abused.
The expert panel was commissioned in 2021 by the U.N.-backed Human Rights Council to look into rights violations and abuses in Israel and the Palestinian areas it controls. Led by Navi Pillay, a former U.N. human rights chief, the panel members are independent experts and do not speak for the world body. 
There was no immediate comment from Israel, which has long accused the U.N. of being biased against it and has not cooperated with the commission.
Israeli forces have raided hospitals in Gaza on several occasions, accusing militants of sheltering there. Palestinian medical officials have denied such allegations and accused Israel of recklessly endangering civilians. Hospitals can lose their protection under international law if they are used for military purposes.

    


The report accused Israel of deliberately killing, detaining and torturing Palestinian medical staff, of targeting their vehicles and of restricting permits for medical evacuations from Gaza. It said those amount to war crimes and crimes against humanity.




"Israel must immediately stop its unprecedented wanton destruction of health care facilities in Gaza," Pillay said in a statement. "By targeting health care facilities, Israel is targeting the right to health itself with significant long-term detrimental effects on the civilian population."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The commission said children have borne much of the cost of such actions, pointing to attacks on medical facilities offering pediatric and neonatal care.
The panel also said it found that thousands of adults and children detained in Gaza had been subjected to "widespread and systematic abuse, physical and psychological violence, and sexual and gender-based violence."

    


It said Israeli security forces had raped male detainees, attacked their genitals and forced them to perform humiliating or strenuous acts while stripped naked. It said children who had been detained had returned to Gaza unaccompanied and deeply traumatized.
The commission further said the abuse had been institutionalized by Israel's far-right National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir. He has boasted of making conditions in the country's prisons as harsh as possible under Israeli law in what he says is an attempt to deter militant attacks.
Israel detained nine soldiers in July over what their defense lawyer said were allegations of sexual abuse of a detainee being held at a shadowy facility where detainees from Gaza have been taken since the start of the war. The lawyer denied the allegations, and their arrest sparked protests by Israeli hard-liners.
The commission also said that hostages held by Palestinian militants in Gaza were subjected to physical and sexual violence, forced isolation and threats, and given limited access to water, food and hygiene facilities. It said Palestinian armed groups were also guilty of war crimes and crimes against humanity, and called on them to immediately release all the hostages.

    


Hamas-led militants stormed into Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting around 250 others. They are still holding around 100 captives, a third of whom are believed to be dead.
Israel's offensive has killed over 42,000 Palestinians, according to local health authorities, who do not say how many were fighters but say women and children make up more than half of the fatalities. The war has destroyed large areas of Gaza and displaced around 90% of its population of 2.3 million people.

The International Court of Justice is investigating allegations that Israel has committed genocide in Gaza, and the International Criminal Court is considering arrest warrants against Israeli and Hamas leaders. Israel has adamantly denied the accusations and says it abides by international law.
___
Find more of AP's coverage of the war at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war.
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                    Britain's Secretary of State for Business and Trade Jonathan Reynolds speaks during the Labour Party Conference in Liverpool, England, Monday, Sept. 23, 2024.(AP Photo/Jon Super)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Britain's new Labour government unveiled Thursday a slew of new rights for millions of workers, including more generous rules for sick pay and parental leave and major restrictions on certain employment practices such as fire and rehire -- a package of measures described by ministers as the biggest overhaul of workers' rights in a generation.
The Employment Rights Bill was published around 100 days after Labour took power for the first time in 14 years following its crushing victory over the Conservative Party in the general election. 
The 28 measures have been broadly welcomed by unions and lobby groups representing businesses, though one described it as "clumsy, chaotic and poorly planned." 
Business Secretary Jonathan Reynolds said the measures, which will come into effect in 2026 after more consultations with businesses and unions, will raise the minimum floor of employment rights and provide better support for those businesses that are engaged in good practices.

    


"This is a comprehensive bill which, once implemented, will represent the biggest upgrade in employment rights for a generation," he said. 




The government, under Prime Minister Keir Starmer, has struggled to maintain the initiative since it was elected on July 4, with critics accusing it of weeks of drift and negative headlines over a series of gifts. With lawmakers back in Parliament, Starmer will be hoping his government can get back on track in the coming weeks with a raft of policies, most notably in the budget on Oct. 30.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Among the measures announced, workers will be able to claim sick pay from the first day of absence rather than the fourth, be entitled to paternity leave and unpaid parental leave from day one of employment, and be entitled to bereavement leave. Workers will also have day-one protection against unfair dismissal.
The bill will also increase the likelihood of requests for flexible working arrangements to be granted, and require large employers to produce action plans on how to address gender pay gaps and support employees through menopause, as well as strengthening rights for pregnant workers and new mothers. 

    


Unions have welcomed the measure as a "seismic shift" from the low-pay, low-productivity economy they accused the previous Conservative government of presiding over. 
"Whether it's tackling the scourge of zero-hours contracts and fire and rehire, improving access to sick pay and parental leave, or clamping down on exploitation, this bill highlights Labour's commitment to upgrade rights and protections for millions," said Paul Nowak, general secretary of the Trades Union Congress.
The Confederation of British Industry, the U.K.'s biggest business lobby group, also praised the government for engaging with businesses in addition to unions and expressed its desire that the cooperation can continue before the measures come into effect in two years.
"With a number of critical details still subject to consultation, it's important the government builds on the good engagement to date to ensure we get the detail right on this decisive piece of legislation," CBI CEO Rain Newton-Smith said.

The Federation of Small Businesses was less positive, arguing that the legislation is a "rushed job, clumsy, chaotic and poorly planned" and that dropping 28 new measures onto small business employers all at once leaves them "scrambling to make sense of it all."
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            Chinese fugitive identified only by his initial LQ wears a mask escorted by Immigration officers before a news conference in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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                                        JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) -- Indonesia's immigration officers on the tourist island of Bali have arrested a Chinese suspect sought by Beijing for helping run over $14 billion investment scam to clients in China, officials said Thursday. 
The 39-year-old man, identified only by his initial, LQ, was arrested on Oct. 1, when an immigration auto-gate in Bali's Ngurah Rai international airport denied him departure for Singapore. 
The biometric data in the computer registry at the airport identified him as a suspect wanted by Beijing, which led to his arrest, according to Silmy Karim, the immigration chief at Indonesia's law and human rights ministry. He had been listed on an Interpol warrant since late September.
The suspect first arrived in Bali from Singapore with a Turkish passport as Joe Lin on Sept. 26, just a day before Interpol released a so-called Red Notice for him, a request to law enforcement agencies worldwide to detain or arrest a suspect wanted by a specific country.

    


Indonesian authorities brought the suspect, wearing a detainee's orange shirt and a facemask, before reporters to a news conference Thursday in the capital of Jakarta. The suspect did not make any statements and was not asked any questions. 




"He was wrong to use Indonesia as a transit country, let alone as a destination country to hide," Karim said, lauding technological advances and cooperation between immigration and the national police. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Krishna Murti, the chief of the international division of the National Police, said the decision to deport or to extradite the suspect to China will take some time. Indonesia needs to confirm whether he has truly become a Turkish citizen in the meantime or if he used a fake passport to enter Indonesia.
"We have to respect the suspect's rights," Murti said, adding that the suspect has not committed any violations inside Indonesia. 

    


The man was named as a suspect by Beijing, which requested the Red Notice from Interpol, after he allegedly collected more than 100 billion Chinese Yuan ($14 billion) from more than 50,000 people in a Ponzi scheme. 
Indonesia, an archipelago nation on the crossroads between Asia and the South Pacific, is attractive to local, regional and global organized crime because of its geographical location and its multi-cultural society.
Last month, Indonesia arrested Alice Guo, a fugitive former mayor of a town in the Philippine accused of having links to Chinese criminal syndicates. She has since been deported to the Philippines. 

In June, Chaowalit Thongduang, one of Thailand's most wanted fugitives was escorted back to Thailand on a Thai air force plane after being arrested in Bali following months on the run in connection with several killings and drug trafficking charges in his homeland.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/indonesia-china-turkey-fugitive-b1599d57a6a683ccf6327b29f55d7ffc
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            From left, Singapore's Prime Minister Lawrence Wong, Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, Vietnam's Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, Chinese Premier Li Qiang, Laos' Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone, Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim and Brunei Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah hold hands for a photo session during the 27th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-China Summit in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Chinese Premier Li Qiang, right, delivers his opening remarks as Philippine's President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., front left, listens during the 27th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-China Summit in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            From left, Myanmar's Foreign Ministry Permanent Secretary Aung Kyaw Moe, Philippine's President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., Singapore's Prime Minister Lawrence Wong, Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, Vietnam's Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, South Korea President Yoon Suk Yeol, Laos' Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone, Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, Brunei Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, Cambodia's Prime Minister Hun Manet, Indonesia's Vice President Ma'ruf Amin, and East Timor's Prime Minister Xanana Gusmao hold hands for a group photo session during the 25th ASEAN - South Korea Summit to commemorate the 35th Anniversary of Dialogue Relation in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            From left, Philippine's President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., Singapore's Prime Minister Lawrence Wong, Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, Vietnam's Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, Chinese Premier Li Qiang and Laos' Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone applaud after a group photo session during the 27th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-China Summit in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            South Korea President Yoon Suk Yeol attends the 25th ASEAN - South Korea Summit to commemorate the 35th Anniversary of Dialogue Relation in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            South Korean President Yoon, left, shakes hands with Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra at the 25th ASEAN - South Korea Summit to commemorate the 35th Anniversary of Dialogue Relation in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            From left, Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, Vietnam's Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, South Korea President Yoon Suk Yeol, Laos' Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone hold hands for a group photo session during the 25th ASEAN - South Korea Summit to commemorate the 35th Anniversary of Dialogue Relation in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. attends the 25th ASEAN - South Korea Summit to commemorate the 35th Anniversary of Dialogue Relation in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, center, arrives to attend the 25th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-South Korea Summit in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Chinese Premier Li Qiang, center, shakes hands with East Timor's Prime Minister Xanana Gusmao, right, as Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, left, and Myanmar's Foreign Ministry Permanent Secretary Aung Kyaw Moe, bottom, walk past by, during the 27th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-China Summit in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Leaders attend the 27th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-China Summit in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            From left, Myanmar's Foreign Ministry Permanent Secretary Aung Kyaw Moe, Philippine's President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., Singapore's Prime Minister Lawrence Wong, Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, Vietnam's Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, Chinese Premier Li Qiang, Laos' Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone, Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, Brunei Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, Cambodia's Prime Minister Hun Manet, Indonesia's Vice President Ma'ruf Amin, and East Timor's Prime Minister Xanana Gusmao hold hands for a group photo session during the 27th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-China Summit in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Singapore's Prime Minister Lawrence Wong arrives to participate in ASEAN-China summit in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. arrives to participate in ASEAN-China summit in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra arrives to participate in ASEAN-China summit in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Chinese Premier Li Qiang arrives to participate in ASEAN-China summit in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Chinese Premier Li Qiang delivers his opening remarks during the 27th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-China Summit in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            18 of 18 | 
            Philippine's President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., center in the background, listens as Chinese Premier Li Qiang, bottom right, delivers his opening remarks during the 27th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-China Summit in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            From left, Singapore's Prime Minister Lawrence Wong, Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, Vietnam's Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, Chinese Premier Li Qiang, Laos' Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone, Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim and Brunei Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah hold hands for a photo session during the 27th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-China Summit in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Chinese Premier Li Qiang, right, delivers his opening remarks as Philippine's President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., front left, listens during the 27th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-China Summit in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            From left, Myanmar's Foreign Ministry Permanent Secretary Aung Kyaw Moe, Philippine's President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., Singapore's Prime Minister Lawrence Wong, Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, Vietnam's Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, South Korea President Yoon Suk Yeol, Laos' Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone, Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, Brunei Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, Cambodia's Prime Minister Hun Manet, Indonesia's Vice President Ma'ruf Amin, and East Timor's Prime Minister Xanana Gusmao hold hands for a group photo session during the 25th ASEAN - South Korea Summit to commemorate the 35th Anniversary of Dialogue Relation in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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                                    From left, Myanmar's Foreign Ministry Permanent Secretary Aung Kyaw Moe, Philippine's President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., Singapore's Prime Minister Lawrence Wong, Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, Vietnam's Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, South Korea President Yoon Suk Yeol, Laos' Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone, Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, Brunei Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, Cambodia's Prime Minister Hun Manet, Indonesia's Vice President Ma'ruf Amin, and East Timor's Prime Minister Xanana Gusmao hold hands for a group photo session during the 25th ASEAN - South Korea Summit to commemorate the 35th Anniversary of Dialogue Relation in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            From left, Philippine's President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., Singapore's Prime Minister Lawrence Wong, Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, Vietnam's Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, Chinese Premier Li Qiang and Laos' Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone applaud after a group photo session during the 27th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-China Summit in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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                                    From left, Philippine's President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., Singapore's Prime Minister Lawrence Wong, Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, Vietnam's Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, Chinese Premier Li Qiang and Laos' Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone applaud after a group photo session during the 27th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-China Summit in Vientiane, Laos, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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                                        VIENTIANE, Laos (AP) -- Southeast Asian leaders stepped up pressure on China to respect international law following clashes in the disputed South China Sea, but Chinese Premier Li Qiang was defiant during annual summit talks on Thursday as he blamed "external forces" for interfering in regional affairs.
The 10-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations' meeting with Li followed recent violent confrontations at sea between China and ASEAN members Philippines and Vietnam that heightened unease over China's increasingly assertive actions in the contested waters.
Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said it was "regrettable that the overall situation in the South China Sea remains tense and unchanged" due to China's actions, which he said violated international law.
"We continue to be subjected to harassment and intimidation," he told summit leaders. He called for more urgency in ASEAN's negotiations with China for a code of conduct to govern the South China Sea. The Philippines, a longtime U.S. ally, has been critical of other ASEAN countries for not doing more to get China to back away. 

    


Li responded by saying the South China Sea is "a shared home" and that China has an obligation to protect its sovereignty, according to an ASEAN official who declined to be named due to the sensitivity of the discussion. 




Li later said meddling by foreign forces is creating conflicts within the region.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We must realize that our development is also facing some unstable and uncertain factors. In particular, external forces frequently interfere and even try to introduce bloc confrontation and geopolitical conflicts into Asia," Li said during an ASEAN meeting with China, Japan and South Korea. He called for more dialogue between countries to ensure disputes are resolved amicably.
Li didn't name the foreign forces, but China has previously warned the U.S. not to meddle in the region's territorial disputes.

    


U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, who arrived in Laos on Thursday for the meetings, is expected to raise the issue of China's actions in the sea, officials said. The U.S. has no territorial claims in the South China Sea but has deployed Navy ships and fighter jets to patrol the waterway and promote freedom of navigation and overflight. 
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, who takes over the rotating ASEAN chair next year, said the bloc has called for an early conclusion to the code of conduct to maintain peace and security in the strategic waterway. Talks have been ongoing for years, hampered by sticky issues including disagreements over whether the pact should be binding.
ASEAN members Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia and Brunei along with Taiwan have overlapping claims with China, which asserts sovereignty over virtually all of the South China Sea. Chinese and Philippine vessels have clashed repeatedly this year, and Vietnam said last week that Chinese forces assaulted its fishermen in the disputed sea. China has also sent patrol vessels to areas that Indonesia and Malaysia claim as exclusive economic zones.

    


Aside from regional security issues, the focus at the summit was also on trade. China's Li said creating an "ultra large-scale market" ia key to economic prosperity amid rising global trade protectionism.
ASEAN and China said they expect to conclude negotiations to upgrade their free trade pact next year. Since the two sides signed the pact covering a market of 2 billion people in 2010, ASEAN's trade with China has leaped from $235.5 billion to $696.7 billion last year.
China is ASEAN's No. 1 trading partner and its third-largest source of foreign investment -- a key reason why the bloc has been reluctant to criticize Chinese actions in the South China Sea. 
ASEAN leaders, who held a summit among themselves on Wednesday, also met separately with new Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba and South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol.
ASEAN elevated its ties with South Korea to a "comprehensive strategic partnership." Yoon said the new designation will further help both sides to "create a new future together."

    


Ishiba also pledged to boost the Japan-ASEAN relationship by providing patrol vessels and training in maritime law enforcement, strengthening economic security through financial and other support, and bolstering cybersecurity.
"Japan shares principles such as freedom, democracy and the rule of law, and would like to create and protect the future together with ASEAN," he said.
The bloc is also holding individual talks with dialogue partners India, Australia, Canada, the U.S. and the United Nations that will culminate in an East Asia Summit of 18 nations including Russia and New Zealand on Friday.
Former ASEAN Secretary-General Ong Keng Yong said that despite challenges in addressing disputes in the South China Sea and the Myanmar civil war, ASEAN's central role in the region is undisputable.

    


"ASEAN and its diplomatic maneuvers have sustained the relative peace and progress of Southeast Asia to date. ASEAN will continue to be useful in that regard. Big powers cannot do what they wish in the region," said Ong, who is now deputy chairman of the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies in Singapore.
Nearly 6,000 people have been killed and over 3 million displaced in Myanmar's civil war after the army ousted an elected government in 2021. The military has backtracked on an ASEAN peace plan it agreed to in late 2021 and fighting has continued with pro-democracy guerrillas and ethnic rebels. 

Myanmar's top generals have been shut out of ASEAN summits since the military takeover. Thailand will host an informal ASEAN ministerial-level consultation on Myanmar in mid-December as frustration grows in the bloc over the prolonged conflict.
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            UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer, right, and NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte hold bilateral talks in Downing Street, in London, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (Dan Kitwood/Pool photo via AP)
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- NATO will hold a long-planned major nuclear exercise next week, the alliance's chief said Thursday, a few weeks after President Vladimir Putin announced changes to Russia's nuclear doctrine to discourage Ukraine's Western allies from supporting attacks on his country.
The "Steadfast Noon" exercise starts on Monday and will run for about two weeks. It will be led by Belgium and the Netherlands, use eight military bases and involve 2,000 personnel and 60 aircraft from 13 nations. The exercise has been held at roughly the same time each year for over a decade.
Bomber aircraft and fighter jets that can carry nuclear warheads are taking part. No live munitions are used. The bulk of the exercise is being held around 900 kilometers (560 miles) from Russia in the North Sea. Moscow has been informed about the drills, NATO officials say.

    


"In an uncertain world, it is vital that we test our defence and that we strengthen our defence so that our adversaries know that NATO is ready and is able to respond to any threat," new NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte told reporters in London.
The United States and the U.K., with their strategic nuclear forces, are key to NATO's security deterrence. France also has nuclear weapons but is not a part of the organization's nuclear planning group.




Angus Lapsley, NATO Assistant Secretary General for Defense Policy and Planning, said the exercise is aimed at proving that the alliance's ability to counter any threat to its 32 member countries is credible and something that "any adversary would need to take extremely seriously indeed."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lapsley said that NATO has been monitoring the emergence of North Korea as a nuclear power, the rapid expansion of China's nuclear capabilities and developments in Iran -- "but obviously what worries us most is Russia."
He said Moscow has been investing in its nuclear forces "with accelerating intensity" over the last two years, and that it is "introducing lots of novel systems and putting more emphasis on investment in short and intermediate range weapons systems."

    


Lapsley noted that Moscow has recently been "talking an awful lot about their nuclear doctrine and how that may or not be evolving." He said that it appears to be "a pretty clear attempt to influence us" when it comes to support for Ukraine.
Putin and other Kremlin voices have frequently threatened the West with Russia's nuclear arsenal. In a strong, new warning late last month, Putin said that a conventional attack on Russia by any country with the support of a nuclear power will be considered a joint attack.
The threat was meant to dissuade the U.S. and its allies from allowing Ukraine to strike into Russian territory with longer-range weapons and appears to significantly lower the threshold for the possible use of Russia's nuclear arsenal. But NATO has not seen any real change in Moscow's nuclear posture.
Taking office on Oct. 1, Rutte stressed that while Putin's nuclear rhetoric was "reckless and irresponsible," there was no evidence of any imminent threat of nuclear weapons being used. 

    


Rutte said it's important to just leave Putin to "talk about his nuclear arsenal. He wants us also to discuss his nuclear arsenal, and I think we shouldn't." 
At the same time, Rutte said, giving in to any threat "would set a precedent that using military force allows a country to get what it wants, and we cannot do that."
Daniel Bunch, the Chief of Nuclear Operations at NATO's military headquarters, said that while dozens of aircraft are involved, a lot of the drill is happening behind the scenes.

"Under Steadfast Noon we seek to stress the overall system; put people in tough positions, high operations tempos," Bunch said. He said that the challenge of coordinating things "literally down to the minute of when we would put a weapon onto a target is a very complex activity."
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            Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te waves during National Day celebrations in front of the Presidential Building in Taipei, Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 5 | 
            A person poses with a slogan reading "Honor Time" for a photo during National Day celebrations in front of the Presidential Building in Taipei, Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            A person poses with Taiwan's national flag for a photo during National Day celebrations in front of the Presidential Building in Taipei, Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            A military honor guard attends National Day celebrations in front of the Presidential Building in Taipei, Taiwan, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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                                        TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) -- Taiwan celebrated its National Day holiday Thursday against the background of threats from China, which claims the self-governing island republic as its own territory. 
Thursday's commemorations included military displays, but no heavy military equipment such as those seen in years past. 
Addressing the threat from China, President Lai Ching-te took a firm but measured line while offering cooperation on areas from fighting infectious diseases to maintaining "regional peace and stability."
"We hope that China will live up to the expectations of the international community, that it will apply its influence and work with other countries toward ending Russia's invasion of Ukraine and end conflicts in the Middle East," Lai said.
"And we hope that (China) will take up its international responsibilities and, along with Taiwan, contribute to the peace, security and prosperity of the region and the globe," the president added. 

    


The celebration marks the establishment of the Republic of China, which overthrew the Qing Dynasty in 1911 and relocated to Taiwan as Mao Zedong's Communists swept to power on the mainland during a civil war in 1949. Taiwan was run under martial law until transitioning to full democracy in the 1980s and 1990s but maintains the original constitution brought from China and the ROC flag.




Lai took office in May, continuing the eight-year rule of the Democratic Progressive Party that rejects China's demand that it recognize Taiwan is a part of China. The Nationalists adhere to a unification stance that recognizes both sides of the Taiwan Strait as a single nation. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Maintaining its military pressure on Taiwan, China's People's Liberation Army sent 15 planes across the median line in the Taiwan Strait, prompting Taiwan to scramble jets, dispatch ships and activate missile systems.
In response to such threats, Taiwan has ordered billions of dollars in fighter jets, tanks, missiles and various upgrades to existing gear from the U.S., while revitalizing its own defense industry with the production of submarines and other equipment aimed at deterring or fending off a Chinese attack.

    


At the same time, Taiwan faces economic threats from China ranging from a possible blockade of the trade-dependent island to an undermining of its financial system. China routinely states that Taiwan independence is a "dead end" and that annexation by Beijing is a historical inevitability. 
Lai appeared to address such issues in his address, saying: "We must strengthen resilience throughout Taiwan in national defense, economic livelihoods, disaster prevention and democracy." 
He also spoke of Taiwan's technology achievements such as those driving the computer chips industry, calling it a "global force for prosperity and development," and praised athletes such as boxer Lin Yu-ting, who won gold at the Paris Olympics.
Prior to Lai's speech, the U.S. said it was prepared for Chinese military exercises surrounding the National Day celebrations. A White House official, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss possible future events, said Beijing had already deployed military assets around the island and could tailor its response depending on what Lai would deliver in his first National Day speech, the official said.

    


The Biden administration announced last month that it was sending $567 million in military aid to Taiwan.
That prompted Beijing to protest. "It must be stressed that arming Taiwan is to encourage Taiwan's independence, and Taiwan independence means war," Defense Ministry spokesperson Wu Qian said Wednesday.
Lai also irked Beijing when he said the PRC is not Taiwan's motherland. The island has never been ruled by Beijing but retains the name of the defeated regime, the ROC.
Zhu Fenglian, spokeswoman for China's Taiwan Affairs Office, rejected Lai's remarks, saying they could not alter "the fact that the two sides of the strait belong to the same China."
An analysis of surveys conducted this summer by the Chicago Council on Foreign Affairs says the majority of Americans support several forms of assistance to Taiwan in the event of a cross-strait crisis. 

    


Those include using the U.S. military to airlift food and medical supplies to Taiwan, imposing economic and diplomatic sanctions on China and sending additional arms and military supplies to the Taiwanese government.

However, only about a third of respondents supported sending U.S. troops to Taiwan to help in defense against a Chinese attack. U.S. and Chinese forces last clashed during the the bitter 1950-53 Korean War that ended in an armistice. 
___
Associated Press correspondent Didi Tang contributed to this report from Washington. 
Follow AP's Asia-Pacific coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/asia-pacific
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            Voters queue at the polling station during the advance voting in the first round of a parliamentary election in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            Local residents fills their ballots at a polling station during the advance voting in the first round of a parliamentary election in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            A voter casts his ballot during the advance voting in the first round of a parliamentary election in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            Leader of the Social Democratic Party Vilija Blinkeviciute arrives at a polling station during the advance parliamentary elections in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            Freedom Party leader Ausrine Armonaite speaks to the members of press at a polling station during the advance parliamentary elections in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            Freedom Party leader Ausrine Armonaite prepares to cast his ballot at a polling station during the advance voting in the first round of a parliamentary election in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            FILE - Lithuania's Prime Minister Ingrida Simonyte speaks during a news conference following his meeting with Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk at the government's headquarters in Vilnius, Lithuania, on March 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis, File)
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            FILE - Lithuania's Prime Minister Ingrida Simonyte, a presidential candidate, casts her vote at a polling station during the advance presidential elections in Vilnius, Lithuania, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis, File)
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            A voter casts his ballot during the advance voting in the first round of a parliamentary election in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            Women read a ballot paper at a polling station during the advance voting in the first round of a parliamentary election in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            A woman arrives at a polling station during the advance voting in the first round of a parliamentary election in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            A man arrives at a polling station during the advance voting in the first round of a parliamentary election in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            A woman leaves the polling booth at the polling station during the advance voting in the first round of a parliamentary election in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            Local residents vote at the polling station during the advance voting in the first round of a parliamentary election in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            Leader of the Social Democratic Party Vilija Blinkeviciute speaks to the press at a polling station during the advance parliamentary elections in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            Local residents wait at a bus stop, with a poster displaying leader of the Social Democratic Party Vilija Blinkeviciute in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            FILE - A woman arrives at a polling station during the advance parliamentary elections in Vilnius, Lithuania, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis, File)
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            Local residents fills their ballots at a polling station during the advance voting in the first round of a parliamentary election in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            Leader of the Social Democratic Party Vilija Blinkeviciute arrives at a polling station during the advance parliamentary elections in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            Leader of the Social Democratic Party Vilija Blinkeviciute arrives at a polling station during the advance parliamentary elections in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            Freedom Party leader Ausrine Armonaite speaks to the members of press at a polling station during the advance parliamentary elections in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            FILE - Lithuania's Prime Minister Ingrida Simonyte speaks during a news conference following his meeting with Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk at the government's headquarters in Vilnius, Lithuania, on March 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis, File)
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            FILE - Lithuania's Prime Minister Ingrida Simonyte, a presidential candidate, casts her vote at a polling station during the advance presidential elections in Vilnius, Lithuania, Thursday, May 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis, File)
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            A voter casts his ballot during the advance voting in the first round of a parliamentary election in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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                                    A voter casts his ballot during the advance voting in the first round of a parliamentary election in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            Women read a ballot paper at a polling station during the advance voting in the first round of a parliamentary election in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            A woman arrives at a polling station during the advance voting in the first round of a parliamentary election in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            A man arrives at a polling station during the advance voting in the first round of a parliamentary election in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            A woman leaves the polling booth at the polling station during the advance voting in the first round of a parliamentary election in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            Local residents vote at the polling station during the advance voting in the first round of a parliamentary election in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            Leader of the Social Democratic Party Vilija Blinkeviciute speaks to the press at a polling station during the advance parliamentary elections in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            Local residents wait at a bus stop, with a poster displaying leader of the Social Democratic Party Vilija Blinkeviciute in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis)
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            FILE - A woman arrives at a polling station during the advance parliamentary elections in Vilnius, Lithuania, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis, File)
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                                    FILE - A woman arrives at a polling station during the advance parliamentary elections in Vilnius, Lithuania, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis, File)
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                                        VILNIUS, Lithuania (AP) -- Despite economic successes, Lithuania's center-right coalition could be replaced by the opposition Social Democrats and smaller center-left parties when voters in the Baltic country go to the polls on Sunday.
Strict COVID-19 measures and a migration influx from neighboring Belarus have cast shadows over conservative Prime Minister Ingrida Simonyte's government, which took office in 2020.
Although European Union member Lithuania has seen annual double-digit personal income growth and has one of the lowest inflation rates in the 27'nation bloc, most voters don't seem to be impressed by these factors. 
"The situation in the economy is far better than for example during the hardships of 2008-2010, but people rarely attribute the gain in personal wealth to the political leadership" said Nerijus Maciulis, an economist at Swedbank. He referred to the global financial crisis, which hit the Baltic states hard and led to austerity measures.

    


Rima Urbonaite, a political analyst at Vilnius' Mykolas Romeris University, agreed. 
"There's a lot of disappointment and discontent among voters," she said. "It is related to numerous crises and shocks and cannot be compensated by economic factors like positive change in purchasing power."




Simonyte has faced criticism for strict measures during the pandemic, with many complaining that her government didn't do enough to help companies during lockdown. And others say thousands didn't have proper access to health care services. 

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Simonyte also has been lambasted for her handling of migrants arriving from Belarus. Lithuania has accused Belarus, its eastern neighbor, and Russia of orchestrating the influx. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A recent survey by pollster Vilmorus says that the Social Democratic Party, led by Vilija Blinkeviciute, would get 18% of the votes, while Simonyte's Homeland Union would get 9%. Nemuno Ausra, a newly registered party of right-wing politician Remigijus Zemaitaitis, who was impeached earlier this year for making antisemitic statements, would come in at 12%.

    


The poll, commissioned by the Lietuvos Rytas daily and based on about 1,000 interviews, was published Oct. 4. The margin of error was 3.1 percentage points.
The Social Democrats have ruled out an alliance with Zemaitaitis' party, meaning that three or four parties, likely small groups representing the political center, will be necessary to form a governing coalition. 
"I was voting for the conservatives for my entire life, but this year I'm thinking of giving my ballot to another good party, not to them," said Darius Mikalauskas, a 51-year-old teacher in Vilnius. "Simonyte and the entire Homeland Union looks battered, worn out and they would better spend some time on the spare bench."
A shift to the left wouldn't bring significant changes to the foreign policy of Lithuania, which also borders Russia's Kaliningrad exclave to the west and Belarus to the east, analysts say. But the vote comes at a time when Russia's war in Ukraine is fueling greater fears about Moscow's intentions, particularly in the strategically important Baltic region.

    


"In this country, the foreign policy course is determined mainly by the president," Urbonaite said, adding that "trading one minister with another would not mean significant change in its political course." 
Earlier this year, President Gitanas Nauseda  beat Simonyte in the presidential election and won a second five-year term. Despite widespread criticism and decreasing popularity, the ruling party also won a majority of seats in the European Parliament election.
In 2020, the southernmost Baltic country of nearly 3 million saw Simonyte take her Homeland Union to victory in the parliamentary election. She later formed a coalition with two liberal parties, the Freedom Party and the Liberal Movement.
Four years later, Lithuanians return to the polling stations for a first round. 

About 2.4 million people are eligible to elect 141 members of the parliament, or Seimas, for a four-year term in two rounds. On Sunday, 70 lawmakers will be elected by party lists joined by those in single-mandate constituencies who manage to win more than 50% of votes. The runoff is Oct. 27, when the majority of single-member constituencies will vote to choose between the two leading candidates.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/lithuania-election-parliament-economy-migrants-751fee38ec78603147eef126699be1c4
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            Voters line up outside of the City-County Building for in-person absentee voting, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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            A 'Vote Early' sign is displayed on a monitor as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at the Santander Arena, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Reading, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Minneapolis voter Scott Graham touches his heart while wearing an early voting sticker as he is interviewed at the City of Minneapolis early voting center, Friday, September 20, 2024, in Minneapolis, Minn. (AP Photo/Adam Bettcher)
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            A voter leaves Surprise City Hall after voting on the first day of early in-person voting for the general election Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Surprise, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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            People check in on the first day of early voting for the 2024 Presidential General Election, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            A sign welcoming voters on the door of the City of Minneapolis early voting center, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in St. Paul, Minn. In-person voting in the 2024 presidential contest begins Friday in three states, including Democratic vice presidential candidate Tim Walz's home state of Minnesota, with just over six weeks left before Election Day. (AP Photo/Adam Bettcher)(AP Photo/Adam Bettcher)
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            People walk by an early voting sign on the first day of early voting for the 2024 Presidential General Election, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            "I Voted Early" stickers sit in a bucket by the ballot box at the City of Minneapolis early voting center, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in St. Paul, Minn. In-person voting in the 2024 presidential contest begins Friday in three states, including Democratic vice presidential candidate Tim Walz's home state of Minnesota, with just over six weeks left before Election Day. (AP Photo/Adam Bettcher)
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            A person skateboards past a sign for early voting for the 2024 Presidential General Election, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Arizona Secretary of State Adrian Fontes wears an Arizona state pin and an "I Voted" sticker after leaving Surprise City Hall after voting on the first day of early in-person voting for the general election Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Surprise, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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            at the Franklin County Board of Elections in Columbus, Ohio, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)
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            Voters wait outside of the Franklin County Board of Elections for the first day of in person early voting in Columbus, Ohio, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)
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            Voters leave Surprise City Hall after voting on the first day of early in-person voting for the general election Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Surprise, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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            Voters cast their ballots during the first day of in person early voting at the Franklin County Board of Elections in Columbus, Ohio, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)
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            A person walks in to register on the first day of early voting for the 2024 Presidential General Election, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            An application for early voting is on display during the first day of early voting for the 2024 Presidential General Election, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Voting stickers are displayed on a table during in-person absentee voting at the City-County Building, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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            Voters enter the early voting center for the first day of in person early voting at the Franklin County Board of Elections in Columbus, Ohio, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)
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            Voters line up outside of the City-County Building for in-person absentee voting, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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            A 'Vote Early' sign is displayed on a monitor as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at the Santander Arena, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Reading, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Minneapolis voter Scott Graham touches his heart while wearing an early voting sticker as he is interviewed at the City of Minneapolis early voting center, Friday, September 20, 2024, in Minneapolis, Minn. (AP Photo/Adam Bettcher)
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            A voter leaves Surprise City Hall after voting on the first day of early in-person voting for the general election Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Surprise, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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            People check in on the first day of early voting for the 2024 Presidential General Election, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            A sign welcoming voters on the door of the City of Minneapolis early voting center, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in St. Paul, Minn. In-person voting in the 2024 presidential contest begins Friday in three states, including Democratic vice presidential candidate Tim Walz's home state of Minnesota, with just over six weeks left before Election Day. (AP Photo/Adam Bettcher)(AP Photo/Adam Bettcher)
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            People walk by an early voting sign on the first day of early voting for the 2024 Presidential General Election, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            "I Voted Early" stickers sit in a bucket by the ballot box at the City of Minneapolis early voting center, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in St. Paul, Minn. In-person voting in the 2024 presidential contest begins Friday in three states, including Democratic vice presidential candidate Tim Walz's home state of Minnesota, with just over six weeks left before Election Day. (AP Photo/Adam Bettcher)
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            A person skateboards past a sign for early voting for the 2024 Presidential General Election, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Arizona Secretary of State Adrian Fontes wears an Arizona state pin and an "I Voted" sticker after leaving Surprise City Hall after voting on the first day of early in-person voting for the general election Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Surprise, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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            at the Franklin County Board of Elections in Columbus, Ohio, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)
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            Voters wait outside of the Franklin County Board of Elections for the first day of in person early voting in Columbus, Ohio, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)
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            Voters leave Surprise City Hall after voting on the first day of early in-person voting for the general election Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Surprise, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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            Voters cast their ballots during the first day of in person early voting at the Franklin County Board of Elections in Columbus, Ohio, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)
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            A person walks in to register on the first day of early voting for the 2024 Presidential General Election, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            An application for early voting is on display during the first day of early voting for the 2024 Presidential General Election, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Voting stickers are displayed on a table during in-person absentee voting at the City-County Building, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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            Voters enter the early voting center for the first day of in person early voting at the Franklin County Board of Elections in Columbus, Ohio, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)
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                                    Voters enter the early voting center for the first day of in person early voting at the Franklin County Board of Elections in Columbus, Ohio, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Republican former baseball star Steve Garvey is making a late-hour push for Latino support in his longshot U.S. Senate campaign against Democratic Rep. Adam Schiff for the California seat long held by the late Sen. Dianne Feinstein.
The low-key contest has been largely overlooked nationally in a year when control of the Senate will turn on a handful of competitive races, including in Ohio, Michigan and Nevada. Republicans are outnumbered by Democrats in California by a staggering margin - nearly 2-to-1 statewide - and a GOP candidate hasn't won a Senate race in the state since 1988.
Voting is already underway -- mail-in ballots went out to each of the state's 22 million voters no later than Oct. 7.
Schiff, 64, has recently displayed outward confidence, traveling to Pennsylvania and Ohio to campaign on behalf of other Democratic Senate candidates. With California considered a secure seat for Democrats, he has plans to campaign for Democratic candidates in battleground states in the next month and also has raised money for national Democrats.

    


If the race has lacked drama, it nonetheless represents a turning point in California politics, which was long dominated by Feinstein, former U.S. Sen. Barbara Boxer, former Gov. Jerry Brown and a handful of other veteran Democratic politicians. The matchup also means that California won't have a woman in the Senate for the first time in more than three decades.




Garvey announced last week he planned to spend $5 million on advertising in the run-up to Election Day aimed at the Latino community, including a TV spot in Spanish, the campaign's first statewide ad. It hits on familiar themes for Garvey, including inflation and gas prices, crime and the state's notoriously high taxes.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's not clear how much good it will do to change the trajectory of a lopsided race in which Schiff has held an edge in polling and campaign finances. The last time a Republican candidate won a statewide race in California was in 2006, nearly two decades ago, underscoring the Democratic advantage.

    


The race has loosely followed the contours of the national fight for Congress.
Schiff has warned of GOP threats to abortion rights, after the U.S. Supreme Court in 2022 stripped away women's constitutional protections for abortion, and the potential return of former President Donald Trump to the White House. Schiff, a longtime Trump foil, calls the former president a threat to democracy.
Garvey, who played for the Los Angeles Dodgers and San Diego Padres and was National League MVP in 1974, has hammered Schiff and Democratic leadership for soaring grocery and housing prices, a long-running homeless crisis and other qualify of life concerns in a state that has seen its once-booming population drop in recent years.
Trump figured prominently at a prickly and probably little-watched debate this week, in which Schiff depicted Garvey as a Trump acolyte cloaked in a baseball uniform, while Garvey suggested Schiff was obsessed with Washington partisan politics while ignoring pressing California problems back home. 

    


One Schiff ad recalls the Jan. 6, 2021 mob attack on the U.S. Capitol and the Trump impeachment. "When our democracy was in danger, he stood up," a narrator says.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Claremont McKenna College political scientist Jack Pitney said Democrats are likely to benefit from an elevated turnout in a presidential election year, with Vice President Kamala Harris, a former California U.S. senator and attorney general, leading the party's ticket. He noted that state Republicans have struggled for years to enlist viable candidates for marquee offices -- voters could choose from only two Democrats for U.S. Senate in the 2016 and 2018 general elections. Garvey, while known to an older generation of baseball fans, would probably be a cypher to many younger voters. 
Given California's political tilt, Garvey's chances of pulling off a surprise on Election Day "are about equal to my chances of becoming Pope," Pitney said.

Feinstein, a centrist Democrat who was elected to the Senate in 1992, died at 90 in September 2023. Laphonza Butler, a Democratic insider and former labor leader, was appointed to the seat following Feinstein's death and decided not to seek a full term this year.
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            U.S. Senate candidates Rep. Ruben Gallego, D-Ariz., left, and Republican challenger Kari Lake participate in their debate, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Phoenix. (Cheryl Evans/Arizona Republic via AP)
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            U.S. Senate Republican candidate Kari Lake speaks during a debate with U.S. Rep. Ruben Gallego, D-Ariz., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Phoenix. (Cheryl Evans/Arizona Republic via AP)
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            U.S. Senate candidate U.S. Rep. Ruben Gallego, D-Ariz., speaks during a debate with Republican challenger Kari Lake, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Phoenix. (Cheryl Evans/Arizona Republic via AP)
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Republican Senate candidate Kari Lake repeatedly reminded viewers Wednesday of her three-decade career on Arizona television, looking to harness the intimate connection she built with voters and overcome Democrat Ruben Gallego's portrayal of her as a liar in the only debate of the closely watched race. 
Lake's comfort and polish in front of the camera stood in contrast to Gallego, a military veteran who occasionally tripped on his words. The hourlong forum, at times caustic and personal, highlighted big differences on immigration, border security, abortion and taxes.
"Arizona, it's so good to be back with you, where our relationship began, right here in your home," Lake said to start the debate.
She accused Gallego of undergoing an "extreme makeover" to downplay his progressive record in the U.S. House and sought to tie him to disorder on the U.S.-Mexico border. 

    


Gallego called Lake a liar, pointing to her discredited claim that she won the 2022 race for governor.
"She will do anything and say anything to gain power, including lying," Gallego said. 
Lake, who became a darling of the populist right after leaving her career as a local television news anchor, has tried but struggled to redefine herself since losing in 2022. 




Gallego, who represents largely Latino areas of Phoenix, has used his financial advantage over Lake to run ads playing up his military service and up-by-the-bootstraps personal story rather than his progressive record in the House. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The debate, which aired live on most television stations across the state, presented Lake with a chance to reset a race where polls and observers suggest she's modestly trailing. For Gallego, it was an opportunity to introduce himself to the voters who still don't know him.
The first half of the debate was devoted to immigration and border security, the issues Lake has put at the center of her pitch to voters. She pointed to Gallego's prior comments critical of a border wall, tied him to President Joe Biden's border policies and said he supports "open borders" and "voted against border security every step of the way."

    


"Your votes on the border have empowered the cartels," she said, calling illegal border crossings an "invasion."
Gallego pushed back, saying borders are necessary and walls are an important part of security, but only if coupled with sufficient manpower and technology. He faulted Lake for opposing a bipartisan border security bill agreed to by Biden and key lawmakers, which died after former President Donald Trump urged Republicans to oppose it. 
"You've been to Mar-a-Lago more than you've been to the border," Gallego said, calling attention to Lake's frequent trips to Trump's resort in south Florida. 
Lake pushed Gallego to support deporting everyone living in the country illegally. He pushed her to oppose deporting "dreamers," a group of immigrants brought to the country as children. They did not agree on either. 
The Arizona race is one of a handful that will determine which party controls the U.S. Senate, where Democrats are fighting an uphill battle to retain their slim majority. The winner will replace independent Sen. Kyrsten Sinema, who was elected as a Democrat in 2018 but left the party after her relationship with the party's base ruptured. 

    


Both candidates are working to win over a small share of Republicans and conservative independents who are open to splitting their vote between the parties. This group has been instrumental in the rise of Democrats in Arizona, which has transitioned from a Republican stronghold to a battleground state over the past decade.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


They have fought to focus voters on the issue most favorable to them. For Lake, that's the border. 
For Gallego, it's abortion rights after a state Supreme Court ruling outlawed virtually all abortions until the Legislature rolled the ban back to after 15 weeks of pregnancy. Lake has spoken favorably of stricter limits.
"She said she was thrilled that Roe was overturned," Gallego said. "And so, do we want politicians like Kari Lake to be involved in these very, very difficult decisions when they should be left to the woman and the family?"

    


Lake said she would not vote for a federal abortion ban and pointed to a ballot measure that will be presented to Arizona voters next month. 
"We have the choice as Arizonans to decide what our abortion law will be," Lake said. "It's going to be up to us."
Lake is an unflinching supporter of Trump and his lie that he lost the 2020 election because of fraud. She has never conceded she lost her own 2022 race for governor, and continued to fight the outcome in court even after launching her Senate campaign. Separately, she's tried and failed to persuade courts, including the U.S. Supreme Court earlier this year, to outlaw the use of electronic voting machines.
She's also highlighted Gallego's 2016 divorce from Kate Gallego, who is now the mayor of Phoenix. Noting the marriage ended weeks before the couple's son was born, Lake says Gallego abandoned his wife while she was pregnant. Kate Gallego has endorsed her ex-husband and campaigned with him as recently as last week. 

    


"Look at his character and his background," Lake said Wednesday. 

The son of immigrants from Mexico and Colombia, Gallego was raised in Chicago by a single mother and eventually accepted to Harvard University. He enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve while he was on a break from Harvard. He fought in Iraq in 2005 in a unit that sustained heavy casualties, including the death of his best friend.
He pointed repeatedly to his military service during the debate. 
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                                        WATERBURY, Conn. (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump's name was mentioned multiple times during a debate held Wednesday night in Connecticut's closely watched 5th Congressional District race.
But it was only the Democrat, U.S. Rep. Jahana Hayes, who uttered it. 
Her Republican opponent, former state Sen. George Logan, who has tried to portray himself as a moderate, independent candidate in this rematch election from 2022, would only say he supported the top of the GOP ticket and was focused more on helping the residents of what is considered the most politically diverse district in blue Connecticut.
"I've said over and over again, I'm going to work with whomever is going to win the White House after Nov. 5th, and I stand by that," he told reporters after the televised matchup. "They're playing games, I think. They want to do this whole gotcha political thing, and I'm just not giving it to them. I made it clear who I'm voting for."

    


But Hayes accused Logan, who she defeated by 2,000 votes two years ago, of trying to thread the needle in a purple district and not tell voters how he really feels on issues.




"I think the non-answer says more than the answer," Hayes said during the debate.
"When he's in a room with MAGA supporters, he tells them to turn off your phones. This is who I'm going to vote for. I support Donald Trump. When he's in a more moderate part of the district or a Democratic part of the district, he refuses to say it," she told reporters afterward. "So, I guess the Logan that you get is dependent on the room that he's in."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

If Logan wins, he would be the first Republican member of Connecticut's current all-Democratic congressional delegation since former GOP Rep. Chris Shays, a moderate Republican who lost the state's 4th Congressional District seat in 2008 to Democratic Rep. Jim Himes, who is now running for a ninth term.

    


The 5th District race is considered the most competitive of the state's five congressional contests.
Hayes, a former national teacher of the year, first assumed office in 2019. 
During the debate, she touted her efforts to help everyone from farmers to people struggling to find affordable housing and noted her votes to increase the minimum wage and lower prescription drug prices. 
While she acknowledged that pocketbook issues are still important to voters in this year's election, Hayes noted the nation's low unemployment rate and how the U.S. has rebounded from the pandemic better than other countries. 
Logan blamed Hayes for not doing enough to help people struggling to pay for groceries, gas and rent, and he repeatedly accused Hayes of being a rubber stamp for the White House. 
He said she votes with the national Democrats nearly all the time -- a claim she later denied -- while he promised to support legislation that is best for the district, no matter which party proposed it.
"My opponent cannot fathom an independent voice in Washington," Logan said.
This year's race for the 5th District, which includes a large swath of northwestern Connecticut, is reminiscent of 2022, when Logan repeatedly linked Hayes with President Joe Biden and then-House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and accused her for being tone deaf about the impact of inflation on voters. 

    


The race attracted millions of dollars in outside money, with national Republicans seeing an opportunity to crack Democrats' lock on the state's congressional delegation.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


This year, both campaign committees for the national parties have focused on the race once again, running ads on statewide television.
Like in 2022, Hayes has accused Logan as someone who can't be trusted when it comes to abortion, despite Logan's claims that he supports abortion rights. 

The war in the Gaza Strip, however, was not an issue two years ago. During Wednesday's debate, which was televised live on statewide TV, a pro-Palestinian protester suddenly bound on stage midway through and shouted "Free Palestine" before being taken away by security.
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                    Tents are crammed together as displaced Palestinians camp along the beach of Deir Al Balah, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- The head of the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees warned Wednesday that if pending Israeli legislation is adopted, all humanitarian operations in Gaza and the West Bank may "disintegrate," leaving hundreds of thousands of people in dire need as war rages.
Philippe Lazzarini told the U.N. Security Council that senior Israeli officials are bent on destroying the U.N. body known as UNRWA, which is the main provider of humanitarian aid in Gaza, the Palestinian territory rocked by a year of war between Israel and Hamas.
An Israeli parliamentary committee approved a pair of bills this week that would ban UNRWA from operating in Israeli territory and end all contact between the government and the U.N. agency. The bill needs final approval from the Knesset, Israel's parliament.
Lazzarini said in a video briefing that "legally, the Knesset legislation violates Israel's obligation under the United Nations Charter and international law.'

    


Israel has alleged that some of UNRWA's thousands of staff members participated in the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas' attacks that sparked the war in Gaza. The U.N. has fired more than a dozen staffers after internal investigations found they may have participated in the attacks that killed 1,200 people in Israel.




Israeli U.N. Ambassador Danny Danon told the Security Council that UNRWA has allowed Hamas to infiltrate its ranks and that "this infiltration is so ingrained, so institutional, that the organization is simply beyond repair."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Danon noted that the head of Gaza's teachers union was recently killed in Lebanon and revealed as a Hamas commander, saying this showed that UNRWA has been infiltrated "to the point where terrorists are running classrooms, indoctrinating future generations and hiding in plain sight under the banner of the United Nations." 
UNRWA had suspended the union leader in March when allegations of his ties to Hamas emerged and launched an investigation.

    


Lazzarini urged the Security Council to shield the agency "from efforts to end its mandate arbitrarily and prematurely in the absence of a long-promised political solution."
When UNRWA was created by the U.N. General Assembly in 1949, it was meant to provide health care, education and welfare services to about 700,000 Palestinian refugees from the 1948 conflict with Israel. Today, it provides such services to about 6 million Palestinian refugees and their descendants in the West Bank, Gaza, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon.
Lazzarini stressed that the entire humanitarian response in Gaza rests on UNRWA's infrastructure and that it "may disintegrate" if the Israeli legislation is adopted.
The halt to coordination with Israel, he said, would further disrupt the provision of shelter, food and health care to Palestinians as winter approaches. More than 650,000 children would lose any hope of resuming their education "and an entire generation would be sacrificed," Lazzarini said. 
In the West Bank, he said, "the delivery of education, primary health care and emergency aid to hundreds of thousands of Palestinian refugees would grind to a halt."

    


U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres told reporters Tuesday that he has written to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to express "profound concern" about the legislation.
Lisa Doughten, a director in the U.N. humanitarian office, told the council that "few times in recent history have we witnessed suffering and destruction of the size, scale and scope that we see in Gaza."
Israel's offensive has killed over 42,000 Palestinians, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not say how many were fighters. It has said women and children make up over half of the dead.
Doughten said "nearly every one of the more than 2 million people in Gaza receives some form of aid or service provision from UNRWA."
U.S. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield expressed concern at recent Israeli government actions limiting the delivery of goods into Gaza. These restrictions, combined with new bureaucratic limits on humanitarian goods arriving from Jordan and the closure of most border crossings in recent weeks, will only intensify the suffering in Gaza, she said.

Thomas-Greenfield said the United States, a close ally of Israel, is following "with deep concern" Israel's proposed legislation, saying it reflects "the significant distrust between Israel and UNRWA." 
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on Wednesday appointed former British diplomat Tom Fletcher as the new U.N. humanitarian chief.
Fletcher, who is currently principal of Hertford College, Oxford and vice chair of Oxford University's Conference of Colleges, succeeds fellow Briton Martin Griffiths, who stepped down for health reasons as undersecretary-general for humanitarian affairs at the end of June.
U.N. deputy spokesman Farhan Haq, who announced the appointment, said acting U.N. humanitarian chief Joyce Msuya will remain in the job until Fletcher takes over at a future date.
Haq called Fletcher "an internationally recognized communicator, through his books and media work across the fields of development, diplomacy, technology and democracy, with a blend of technocratic expertise and public diplomacy."
U.S. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield said the United States looks forward to collaborating closely with Fletcher "to strengthen and accelerate global efforts to address urgent humanitarian crises.'

    


"We must do everything we can to ensure lifesaving aid reaches those most in need - from Sudan, to Gaza, Haiti, Ukraine, and beyond," she said in a statement. 





Fletcher previously served as global strategy director of the Global Business Coalition for Education from 2015-2019, served as the UK's ambassador to Lebanon from 2011-2015 and as foreign and development policy adviser to three UK prime ministers from 2007-2011. He was also a mediator on Northern Ireland and held diplomatic posts in Africa, the Middle East and Europe.
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            National Guard members fly a Black Hawk Helicopter to remote North Carolina mountain communities cut off by Hurricane Helene to deliver essential supplies on Wednesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP video: Erik Verduzco)
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            Connecticut Army National Guard members stand outside of a Black Hawk helicopter during a supply delivery assignment on Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in Burnsville, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco)
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            Connecticut Army National Guard members, accompanied by a civilian volunteer, deliver supplies to residents in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in Burnsville, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco)
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            Alex Nelson, a retired non-commissioned military officer, volunteers at the Elk River Airport supply distribution center, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in Avery County, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco)
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            Connecticut Army National Guard members stand of a debris field in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene on Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in Burnsville, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco)
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            Volunteers "Boogie", left, and Andrew Buchholz, load food and supplies onto a truck at the Elk River Airport supply distribution center on Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in Avery County, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco)
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            Byrd's Chapel Baptist Church stands across a debris field in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene on Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in Burnsville, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco)
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            Connecticut Army National Guard members, accompanied by civilian volunteers, deliver supplies to residents in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene on Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in Burnsville, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco)
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            Connecticut Army National Guard members, accompanied by civilian volunteers, deliver supplies to residents in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene on Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in Burnsville, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco)
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                                        RAMSEYTOWN, N.C. (AP) -- As the Black Hawk helicopter slowly descends in Ramseytown, North Carolina, a plume of sand kicks up. When the dust settles, the sprawling sea of stones and twisted metal beams becomes clear. 
Several people gather near Byrd's Chapel Baptist Church, watching National Guard members carry out essentials for them. The muddy embankment they stand on is sloughing off into the murky Cane River that divides them from the aid they need. 
The area is unrecognizable from what it was before Hurricane Helene hit western North Carolina last month. Google Street View images taken in April show a grassy field where the rubble now sits, as well as a bridge connecting the area to the homes and the church across the stream.
A man on the other side hops into an inflatable boat and pulls himself with a yellow rope stretched across the river to grab the supplies -- it's the only way to cross the river now after the bridge crumbled. A red truck mostly submerged in the water is a reminder of that.

    


"With the landslides and the destruction and everything, it took out most of the bridges along this river," National Guard Chief Warrant Officer 3 Jonathan Behuniak said at the scene. "There's really no access from the outside world."




National Guard members from across the country are delivering supplies to mountain communities such as Yancey County's Ramseytown that are still difficult to reach. Their varying daily assignments are largely determined by local requests. Guard members often learn their next mission while completing their current task. Two Associated Press journalists boarded a helicopter with the National Guard on Tuesday to accompany them on a day of deliveries to remote North Carolina mountain communities hit hard by Helene. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

More than 6,000 Guard members have been deployed across the Southeast in Helene's aftermath. Like other parts of the recovery response, the Guard missions haven't been immune to misinformation, including unfounded claims spawned by a separate helicopter delivery in North Carolina that kicked up debris and supplies in its rotor wash. 

    


Meanwhile, priorities are also shifting with cold weather approaching. While necessities like food and water are always in demand, the National Guard is also being asked to bring in supplies to help with the fall and winter months.
Upcoming temperature drop to be burden for impacted communities
Jerry Markland, an Avery County resident, has already been through a lot over the past week and a half. In his job as a registered nurse, he's helped countless patients while his hospital had no power, water or communications. He trudged through waist-deep mud to help his mother to safety after she injured herself trying to climb over debris to escape her home. 
He's also survived a landslide, which came down "like a hand pushing all the trees down the hill," he said.
"You will never forget the sound of an avalanche of mud coming down the side of your bank when you hear it," Markland said.
But now he's worried about something else: cold weather. He noted that temperatures are forecast to drop next week. For families who have lost everything -- ranging from rivers smashing holes through homes or washing them away in the flooding -- the cold weather will be a new burden, Markland said.

    


He and a few others from Elk Park Christian Church met the Guard members in an adjacent field after the helicopter landed at about 11:00 a.m. to unload. The much-needed cargo included about $6,000 worth of cold-weather gear, heaters, camping stoves, and other equipment donated by a construction company. 
Since Helene hit, the church has become a distribution center for trucks and U-Hauls to deliver supplies to local communities, Markland said. While the National Guard's aid has been a major asset, Markland said, local churches have shouldered much of the burden of disaster relief in the area. 
'Watching America come to work'
There will be enough time later for "finger-pointing" on how government agencies responded to Helene's devastation, Alex Nelson said. But right now, he's focused on helping people in Banner Elk and surrounding areas. Nelson, himself a retired non-commissioned military officer, has helped lead relief efforts out of the Elk River Airport since last week, traveling from Yadkin County and sleeping in his car. 

    


When the Guard helicopter arrived at 1:06 p.m., the airport was bustling with volunteers organizing goods and loading them in massive totes that serve as community care packages. Volunteers driving trucks and vans deliver about 100 bags daily. Several small airplanes and helicopters flown by locals also jetted off to drop off cargo to communities in need. 
The volunteer effort out of Banner Elk is a prime example of "watching America come to work," Nelson said.
"This area here will not be defined by getting smacked in the mouth," Nelson said. "What this area will be defined in is what they've done after they got smacked in the mouth."

    


In Ramseytown, where the Guard landed next, the air deliveries are essential after Helene rendered most of the winding mountain roads inaccessible.

One of the other ways to deliver aid is by animal power, which is why Kelly Ryan and Racquel Starford traveled from Virginia to help out the isolated community with their three horses and a mule. The pair expect to be in the area for about a week, Starford said, putting in "as many hours on the ground as we can."
"We're just trying to go where help is needed right now," Starford said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hurricane-helene-north-carolina-national-guard-7dd82ee953d8da9098996231f619cbce



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    El Salvador says 2 of its migrants, one a 17 year-old, died when Mexican soldiers opened fire | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



El Salvador says 2 of its migrants, one a 17 year-old, died when Mexican soldiers opened fire

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- The government of El Salvador said Wednesday that two of its migrants, including a 17 year-old, died when two Mexican soldiers opened fire on the truck they were riding in last week. 
Another underage migrant, an 11-year-old Egyptian girl, also died in the shooting along with her 18-year-old sister. Both soldiers have been relieved of duties and turned over to prosecutors. 
A total of six migrants died when the soldiers shot up the truck after they claimed to have heard "detonations" prior to opening fire. Mexican officials have said the other two migrants killed were from Peru and Honduras.
But Mexican officials have steadfastly refused to confirm the details about the victims, casting doubt on newly inaugurated President Claudia Sheinbaum's pledges of transparency and respect for human rights.
The shootings occurred on Oct. 1 -- Sheinbaum's first day in office -- near the city of Tapachula, near the border with Guatemala. The area is often used by migrant smugglers, but warring drug cartels also operate in the region.

    


El Salvador's Foreign Ministry demanded a thorough investigation into the events that lead up to the deaths of the 17-year-old boy and a 57-year-old man.





Previously, Peru's foreign ministry confirmed one Peruvian was killed and demanded "an urgent investigation" into the killings. Peru and Mexico have had damaged relations since a 2022 diplomatic spat.
It was the worst killing of migrants by authorities in Mexico since police in the northern state of Tamaulipas killed 17 migrants in 2021.
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            Residents in Rio de Janeiro reacted with joy on Wednesday as the social media platform X began returning to Brazil after remaining inaccessible for more than a month following a clash between its owner, Elon Musk, and a justice on the country's highest court. (AP video shot by Lucas Dumphreys)
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            FILE - An ad by Valor media shows a photo of Elon Musk at a shopping center in Brasilia, Brazil, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres, File)
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                                        RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) -- The social media platform X began returning to Brazil on Wednesday, after remaining inaccessible for more than a month due to a clash between its owner, Elon Musk, and a justice on the country's highest court.
Internet service providers began restoring access to the platform after Supreme Court Justice Alexandre de Moraes authorized lifting X's suspension on Tuesday.
"TWITTER IS ALIVE," Lucas dos Santos Consoli, known as luscas on X, wrote on the platform to his more than 7 million followers. 
"I'm happy that the platform decided to follow the laws of Brazil and finally adapted, after all I've been using the app for almost 15 years so I can't deny that I was missing it," the 31-year-old told The Associated Press.
De Moraes ordered the shutdown of X on Aug. 30 after a monthslong dispute with Musk over free speech, far-right accounts and misinformation. Musk had disparaged de Moraes, calling him an authoritarian and a censor, although his rulings, including X's nationwide suspension, were repeatedly upheld by his peers.

    


Musk's company ultimately complied with all of de Moraes' demands. They included blocking certain accounts from the platform, paying outstanding fines and naming a legal representative. Failure to do the latter had triggered the suspension.




"This sends a message to the world that the richest person on the planet is subject to local laws and constitutions," said David Nemer, who specializes in the anthropology of technology at the University of Virginia. It could set a precedent as to how other countries that are clashing with Musk -- such as Australia -- could move forward, as it shows Musk is not unbeatable, he added. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Brazil -- a highly online country of 213 million people -- is one of X's biggest markets, with estimates of its user base ranging from 20 million to 40 million.
"X is proud to return to Brazil," the company said in a statement posted on its Global Government Affairs account. "Giving tens of millions of Brazilians access to our indispensable platform was paramount throughout this entire process. We will continue to defend freedom of speech, within the boundaries of the law, everywhere we operate."

    


Julia Bahri, an 18-year-old law student, said she was delighted with X's return. She said that losing access to the platform had led to "one of the most desperate feelings I've experienced for a while," adding that she had felt lost with regards to news. 
Bahri said she uses X to express herself, whereas Instagram and Snapchat are mostly for posting photos. 
The Aug. 30 ban came two days after the company said it was removing all its remaining staff in Brazil. X said de Moraes had threatened to arrest its legal representative in the country, Rachel de Oliveira Villa Nova Conceicao, if the company did not comply with orders to block accounts. 
Brazilian law requires foreign companies to have a local legal representative to receive notifications of court decisions and swiftly take any requisite action -- particularly, in X's case, the takedown of accounts. 

    


Sleeping Giants Brazil, a platform for activism that seeks to combat fake news and hate speech, said the resumption of X's activities in Brazil marked "a significant victory for Brazilian democracy."
"It is crucial to remain steadfast against efforts to weaken democratic state authority, institutions and values," it said in a statement.
Some of Brazilian X's users have migrated to other platforms, such as Meta's Threads and, primarily, Bluesky. It's unclear how many of them will return to X. 
In a statement to the AP, Bluesky reported that it now has 10.6 million users and continues to see strong growth in Brazil. Bluesky has appointed a legal representative in the South American country.
"Never get back with your eX," Paul Frazee, a developer at Bluesky, wrote on the platform on Tuesday.
X is returning to Brazil weaker than it was before the ban, said Nemer, noting that X is now worth less than a fifth than when Musk bought Twitter. The platform has lost a lot of users, especially in Brazil, he said.

    


Brazil was not the first country to ban X -- but such a drastic step has generally been limited to authoritarian regimes. The platform and its former incarnation, Twitter, have been banned in Russia, China, Iran, Myanmar, North Korea, Venezuela and Turkmenistan. Other countries, such as Pakistan, Turkey and Egypt, have also temporarily suspended X before, usually to quell dissent and unrest.
X's dustup with Brazil has some parallels to the company's dealings with the Indian government three years ago, back when it was still called Twitter and before Musk purchased it for $44 billion. In 2021, India threatened to arrest employees of Twitter (as well as Meta's Facebook and WhatsApp), for not complying with the government's requests to take down posts related to farmers' protests that rocked the country.

    


Musk's decision to reverse course in Brazil after publicly criticizing de Moraes isn't surprising, said Matteo Ceurvels, research firm Emarketer's analyst for Latin America and Spain.

"The move was pragmatic, likely driven by the economic consequences of losing access to millions of users in its third-largest market worldwide, along with the millions of dollars in associated advertising revenue," Ceurvels said. 
"Although X may not be a top priority for most advertisers in Brazil, the platform needs them more than they need it," he said.
___
Ortutay reported from San Francisco
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives to speak during a campaign rally at Dodge County Airport, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024, in Juneau, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson, File)
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            FILE - Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a presidential debate with Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at the National Constitution Center, Tuesday, Sept.10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            President Joe Biden disembarks Marine One after arriving on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr.)
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            Supporters arrive before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at Riverfront Sports, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Scranton, Pa. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        The Latest: Hurricane Milton threatens to overshadow presidential campaigning

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives to speak during a campaign rally at Dodge County Airport, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024, in Juneau, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4

                                    
                                    FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives to speak during a campaign rally at Dodge County Airport, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024, in Juneau, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            FILE - Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a presidential debate with Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at the National Constitution Center, Tuesday, Sept.10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4

                                    
                                    FILE - Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a presidential debate with Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at the National Constitution Center, Tuesday, Sept.10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            President Joe Biden disembarks Marine One after arriving on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr.)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4

                                    
                                    President Joe Biden disembarks Marine One after arriving on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr.)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Supporters arrive before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at Riverfront Sports, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Scranton, Pa. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4

                                    
                                    Supporters arrive before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at Riverfront Sports, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Scranton, Pa. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Hurricane Milton is threatening to overshadow presidential campaigning as it menaces Florida.
The storm has already scrambled Donald Trump's schedule. He put off a virtual event Tuesday night focused on health care and postponed a Univision town hall in Miami. He was in Pennsylvania on Wednesday.
President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris denounced the misinformation and disinformation surrounding the federal response to Hurricane Helene, which hit last week and killed more than 220 people. Both singled out Trump as driving much of the falsehoods.
Harris plans to head to Nevada and Arizona on Thursday. She spent Tuesday in New York taping interviews on ABC's "The View," with radio personality Howard Stern and on "The Late Show with Stephen Colbert.
Follow the AP's Election 2024 coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.

    


Here's the latest:
Trump says no more debates 
Donald Trump says he is done debating.
In a post on his Truth Social network, Trump insists that he "WON THE LAST TWO DEBATES" and sees no point in another match-up against Kamala Harris.
"IT IS VERY LATE IN THE PROCESS, VOTING HAS ALREADY BEGUN - THERE WILL BE NO REMATCH!" he writes.




He adds that Harris, in an interview on ABC's "The View," "STATED CLEARLY, YESTERDAY, THAT SHE WOULD NOT DO ANYTHING DIFFERENT THAN JOE BIDEN, SO THERE IS NOTHING TO DEBATE."
"THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION TO THIS MATTER!" he added.
Trump campaign uses 'Full Metal Jacket' clips to portray his vision of the military

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Donald Trump's campaign is stoking the Republican nominee's admiration of a movie version of a Marine drill sergeant and using it to portray his vision of the military while mocking the Biden administration's.
Before a Trump rally began in Scranton, Pennsylvania, Wednesday, Trump's team aired for the crowd a video featuring clips of R. Lee Ermey as Gunnery Sgt. Hartman, the memorable drill instructor in Stanley Kubrick's 1987 classic Vietnam War film "Full Metal Jacket."

    


The video toggles between clips captioned with "THEN" of Ermey's character, known for his vulgar and at times racist outbursts, and clips of figures expressing support for LGBTQ rights and drag performers, captioned with "NOW" and "THE BIDEN HARRIS MILITARY."
Trump last week hailed the performance by Ermey, who served in the Marines as a drill sergeant before acting. "He was supposed to get the Academy Award," Trump told his audience in Waunakee, Wisconsin, outside Madison.
The video ends with a shot from the movie, a scene before the recruits were sent to Vietnam, captioned with "LET'S MAKE OUR MILITARY GREAT AGAIN."
In using the movie to illustrate Trump's ideal of the military, the campaign was borrowing from what is recognized as an anti-war film. Never mind that the film is about Vietnam, for which Trump received medical deferments, despite having attended high school at New York Military Academy.
Biden blasts Trump for an 'onslaught of lies' about handling of Helene
President Joe Biden on Wednesday blasted his predecessor for spreading an "onslaught of lies" about how the federal government is handling the damage from Hurricane Helene as another hurricane, Milton, was on the verge of making landfall in Florida.

    


"Quite frankly, these lies are unamerican," Biden said from the White House. "Former President Trump has led this onslaught of lies."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Biden said that Trump and his allies have misrepresented the response and resources of the Federal Emergency Management Agency. The president singled out Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R- Georgia, saying that she claimed the federal government could control the weather.
Asked why he believed his Republican opponents were not talking accurately about the government's response, Biden said, "I don't know."
Trump talks about Hurricane Milton
Trump says he is praying for the people of Florida as Hurricane Milton begins lashing the state.
Speaking at a rally in Scranton, Pennsylvania, Trump says he wants to "send our love to everyone in Florida. They're going through a big one tonight."
Trump went on to say that he was "praying for" those in the storm's path and "asking God to keep them all safe."
"I've never seen a hurricane like that. So often you know, they talk about it and they talk talk talk because they want you to watch. This is the real deal. This is a bad one," he said.

    


He added that many of the states expected to be impacted have Republican governors whom he predicted would "do a phenomenal job."
Walz talks about Hurricane Milton
Campaigning in Arizona, where early voting kicked off on Wednesday, Democratic vice presidential nominee Tim Walz, talked about Hurricane Milton moving toward Florida and said, "Those are Americans. Those are our neighbors. Those are our family members. Those are our friends."
Walz, the Minnesota governor, called unifying across party lines in the face of natural disasters "critical."
"It's not about politics. It's about basic human decency," Walz said. "It's about leadership and character."
Trump insults Harris at Pennsylvania rally
Trump is continuing to insult Harris at a rally in Scranton, Pennsylvania, and says he has no interest in stopping, even if turns some voters off.

    


"I don't want to be nice," Trump said at his first of two rallies of the day in the pivotal battleground state. "You know, somebody said, 'You should be nicer. Women won't like it.' I said, 'I don't care."
"The women want safety and the women want to have a country they can be proud of, I think," he says.
Trump, as usual, is casting Harris as "an incompetent person," calling her "grossly incompetent" and "totally ill-quipped to do the job of being President of the United States"
He also criticized the hosts of "The View," where Harris appeared on Tuesday. He called one of the women hosts "dumber than Kamala. She's a dummy," he said. "That is one dumb woman. Sorry. I'm sorry, women, she's a dummy."
In-person voting has started in Arizona
Early in-person voting has started in Arizona, making it the first of this year's presidential battleground states where all residents can cast a ballot at a traditional polling place ahead of Election Day. 
The start of in-person voting on Wednesday in the closely contested state also is drawing the presidential tickets. Both campaigns scheduled visits here this week.
 Each of Arizona's 15 counties is required to open at least one site for in-person voting, which runs until the Friday before the Nov. 5 general election. 
In-person voting begins next week in four more presidential swing states -- Georgia, Michigan, North Carolina and Nevada.
Marjorie Taylor Greene's suggestions that Democrats control the weather is 'beyond ridiculous,' Biden says
President Joe Biden is calling "beyond ridiculous" suggestions by a Republican congresswoman that Democrats are controlling the weather, and might even be directing especially strong storms toward conservative parts of the country.
During a briefing at the White House on federal preparations for Hurricane Milton, Biden denounced widespread misinformation about the federal assistance that's available to victims. He called out Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene by name, saying she was suggesting "the federal government is literally controlling the weather. We're controlling the weather. It's beyond ridiculous. It's gotta stop."
The president referenced Greene's comments again later in the briefing, calling them "off the wall."
"It's like out of a comic book," Biden said
Biden discusses FEMA's efforts
President Joe Biden has told the head of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, "You're doing a hell of a job."
Biden made the comment to FEMA chief Deanne Criswell during a virtual briefing at the White House with federal authorities bracing for Hurricane Milton's making landfall in Florida.
It was meant as a compliment, but it immediately recalled then-President George W. Bush telling his FEMA director, Michael Brown, "Brownie, you're doing a heck of a job." Bush said that before the extent of the mismanaged federal response to 2005's Hurricane Katrina had become clear and it later long haunted him.
South Dakota kicks 273 people off its voter rolls with voting underway
South Dakota's top elections official has removed hundreds of people from the state's voter rolls even with voting already underway. 
Republican Secretary of State Monae Johnson says the move was necessary to defend the integrity of the election. 
But critics say it violates a federal law and could disenfranchise valid voters who are naturalized U.S. citizens. The American Civil Liberties Union of South Dakota has called for the 273 voters to be reinstated. 
South Dakota was one of the first states to begin early voting for the November general election. Absentee voting began Sept. 20.
Harris warns against price gouging
Vice President Kamala Harris warned against jacking up prices on Americans dealing with back-to-back hurricanes.
"Those evacuating before Hurricane Milton or recovering from Hurricane Helene should not be subject to illegal price gouging or fraud -- at the pump, airport, or hotel counter," she said in a statement on Wednesday.
Harris said the federal government is tracking allegations and "will hold those taking advantage of the situation accountable."
President Joe Biden made a similar demand Tuesday.
"I'm calling on the airlines and other companies to provide as much service as possible to accommodate evacuations and not to engage in price gouging, to just do it on the level," he said at the White House.
Biden says Congress needs to step up after Hurricane Helene
President Joe Biden says that the destruction from Hurricane Helene is going to cost billions of dollars that victims will need quickly and that "Congress better be ready to step up to help."
Biden made the comments in excerpts of his interview recorded Tuesday with theGiro. The excerpts were released as Hurricane Milton threatens to unleash new devastation in Florida.
Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris, who replaced him at the top of the Democratic Election Day ticket, have previously criticized former President Donald Trump, now the Republican nominee, for spreading false information about the federal response to Helene.
In the interview excerpts, Biden says that, "A lot of folks are out there spreading lies about what we are not doing, that things are not going well. That we are not responding."
He responded, "We've been completely responsive, and we've been ahead of the game."
Trump schedules rally in New York for end of October
Donald Trump is returning to New York in the race's final stretch, scheduling a rally at the city's iconic Madison Square Garden stadium.
Trump is planning his event for Oct. 27, kicking off the final week of campaigning, according to a campaign official familiar with the plans who spoke on condition of anonymity before a formal announcement.
It will be Trump's second rally in the city he grew up in following a stop in the South Bronx in May.

Trump has claimed he believes he can win New York, even though it is an overwhelmingly Democratic state and the city even more so. But such an event is likely to draw outsized media attention.
The former president is also campaigning this week in other Democratic states, including California and Colorado.
-- By Jill Colvin
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                                        TEMPE, Ariz. (AP) -- A Democratic National Committee campaign office in suburban Phoenix has been struck in a third shooting in recent weeks, police said Wednesday. 
No one was inside the building in Tempe, Arizona, and no injuries were reported in any of the shootings. The latest incident occurred Sunday, when someone fired shortly after midnight at the door and windows of the office. 
A $1,000 reward has now been offered for any information leading to the arrest or indictment of those responsible. Police did not provide any other new details in the latest update. 
The most recent shooting came days before Vice President Kamala Harris was scheduled to return for another campaign visit to Arizona, this time to host a Phoenix rally on Thursday. The Tempe location is one of 18 field offices the Democratic presidential nominee has in Arizona.

    


Tempe police have not named a motive. The campaign office once housed a barber shop, and it is located near a daycare and a fitness center in a quiet strip mall. 
Police have said they are analyzing evidence from the scene and taking measures to ensure the safety of those who work in the building and nearby. 




In the first shooting on Sept. 16, authorities reported that the office was struck by pellet or BB gun rounds. As in the most recent incident, actual gunfire was reported in the second shooting on Sept. 23.
Political violence has marred this year's campaign season, with former President Donald Trump, the Republican presidential nominee, being targeted by two assassination attempts -- one at a campaign rally and the other at a Florida golf course.

The U.S. House recently voted to require the U.S. Secret Service to use the same standards when assigning agents to major presidential candidates as they do for presidents and vice presidents. 
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- Saudi Arabia was defeated for a seat in the U.N.'s premier human rights body Wednesday after a campaign by rights groups that accused the Saudis of serious rights violations.
The 193-member General Assembly elected 18 new members to serve on the 47-nation Human Rights Council, which allocates seats to regional groups to ensure geographical representation.
The Geneva-based council reviews the human rights records of all countries periodically, appoints independent investigators to examine and report on issues like torture and situations in countries like North Korea, Iran and Myanmar, and sends fact-finding missions to investigate rights violations, including in Ukraine.
It was created in 2006 to replace a human rights commission discredited because of some members' poor rights records. But the new council soon came to face similar criticism, including that countries sought seats to protect themselves and their allies.

    


This year, the Asia-Pacific group had the only contested slate in the election in the General Assembly, with six candidates for five seats. Thailand received 177 votes, Cyprus and Qatar 167 votes, South Korea 161 votes, Marshall Islands 124 votes and Saudi Arabia 117 votes.




Before the vote, Louis Charbonneau, U.N. director at Human Rights Watch, called Saudi Arabia "unfit to serve on the Human Rights Council."
He pointed to the rights group's documentation of Saudi border guards opening fire and likely killing hundreds of Ethiopian migrants and asylum seekers trying to cross the Yemen-Saudi border in 2022 and 2023, and the lack of accountability for the 2018 killing of Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi in the Saudi consulate in Istanbul.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Governments that commit crimes against humanity or similar atrocities and ensure impunity for those responsible shouldn't be rewarded with seats on the U.N.'s top human rights body," Charbonneau said.

    


Saudi Arabia's U.N. Mission didn't respond to calls and an email seeking comment.
A letter sent last year by Saudi Arabia's mission to the U.N. in Geneva said that it "categorically refutes" allegations that the kingdom carries out any "systematic" killings on the border. 
Human Rights Watch and other groups also criticized other candidates.
United Nations Watch in Switzerland, Human Rights Foundation in the United States and the Raoul Wallenberg Center for Human Rights in Canada called for the General Assembly to also oppose Qatar, Bolivia, Congo and Ethiopia, declaring them "unqualified" because of poor rights records. Human Rights Watch also cited Thailand.
But all the candidates from other regions where there were no contested slates were elected. The 18 countries will serve three-year terms starting on Jan. 1, 2025.
The Africa group's Benin, Congo, Ethiopia, Gambia and Kenya won seats. So did the Latin America and Caribbean group's candidates Bolivia, Colombia and Mexico and the Central and Eastern Europe group's candidates, the Czech Republic and North Macedonia.
The three candidates for the so-called Western and others group known as WEOG also won easy election -- Iceland, Spain and Switzerland -- after the United States announced in late September that it wouldn't seek a second consecutive term.

    


U.S. State Department spokesman Matthew Miller told reporters then that the Biden administration was engaged with its allies "about the best way to move forward" and said Iceland, Spain and Switzerland would be able to represent American interests and values.
Last year, Russia was defeated in its bid to regain a seat on the Human Rights Council after it was suspended in 2022 following its invasion of Ukraine.

In the 2022 election, Venezuela, South Korea and Afghanistan lost contested races, but countries including Vietnam and Sudan, which have been accused of having poor human rights records, won seats.
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            President Joe Biden is blasting his predecessor for spreading an "onslaught of lies" about how the federal government is handling the damage from Hurricane Helene as another hurricane, Milton, was on the verge of making landfall in Florida.
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            President Joe Biden speaks about Hurricane Milton from the Roosevelt Room at the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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    Stay up to date: Follow AP's live coverage of Hurricane Milton and the 2024 hurricane season.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- 
President Joe Biden on Wednesday blasted his predecessor for spreading an "onslaught of lies" about how the federal government is handling the damage from Hurricane Helene as another hurricane, Milton, was on the verge of making landfall in Florida.
"Quite frankly, these lies are un-American," Biden said from the White House. "Former President Trump has led this onslaught of lies."
Biden said that Donald Trump and his allies have misrepresented the response and resources of the Federal Emergency Management Agency. The president singled out Republican Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene of Georgia who claimed the federal government could control the weather.
Asked why he believed his Republican opponents were not talking accurately about the government's response, Biden said, "I don't know. I simply don't know. ... I use a phrase more than I did in my whole career, un-American. It's un-American. It's not who in the hell we are."

    


The president talked about the potential damage from Hurricane Milton and encouraged people near its path to seek shelter. Biden said the government had staged 20 million meals and 40 million liters of water in anticipation of the storm and that military units were ready with search and rescue teams to help victims of it.




"We've got your back," Biden said, then referring to Vice President Kamala Harris, who replaced him in July at the top of the presidential ticket: "Kamala and I will be there for as long as it takes to rescue, recover and rebuild."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Bristling at misinformation is something Biden and Harris have done a lot of lately, including earlier Wednesday during a virtual briefing at the White House on federal preparations for Milton. The president had even harsher words for Greene then, saying her comments on the weather were "beyond ridiculous."
"It's gotta stop," Biden said, adding that such assertions were "off the wall" and "like out of a comic book."

    


Still, most of his criticism has been directed at Trump. At rallies for November's presidential election, the former president has sought to energize his voters by criticizing how Biden and Harris have handled the response to the severe weather.
At a recent rally in Wisconsin, Trump said it was worse than the government's response in 2005 to Hurricane Katrina, which resulted in 1,392 fatalities. By contrast, Hurricane Helene has resulted in roughly 230 deaths.

"This is the worst response to a storm or a catastrophe or a hurricane that we've ever seen, ever," Trump said. "Probably worse than Katrina, and that's hard to beat, right?"
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            FILE - Tony Dokoupil, co-host of "CBS This Morning", looks on before throwing a ceremonial first pitch prior to a baseball game between the Baltimore Orioles and the Texas Rangers, May 27, 2023, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)
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            FILE - Author Ta-Nehisi Coates attends the The Gordon Parks Foundation Annual Awards Gala in New York, May 22, 2018. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- An internal debate over CBS News host Tony Dokoupil's pointed interview with author Ta-Nehisi Coates about Israel has spread to the boardroom, with the chief of the network's parent company saying Wednesday that it was a mistake to reprimand him.
Shari Redstone, o utgoing head of Paramount Global, expressed support for Dokoupil while speaking at a conference sponsored by Advertising Age on Wednesday. CBS News leaders on Monday had reprimanded Dokoupil, a "CBS Mornings" host for an interview they said didn't meet their standards.
"I think we made a mistake," Redstone said, according to published reports.
Later Wednesday, CBS network President and CEO George Cheeks issued a supportive statement for Wendy McMahon, the boss of CBS News, who was involved in criticizing the interview.
"There has been strong and growing discord within CBS News that needed to be addressed in an editorial meeting," Cheeks said. "This must lead to further substantive dialogue about perceptions of inconsistent treatment, implicit bias and the important standards our News division has in place to establish guardrails for fairness and objectivity."

    


The seven-minute morning show interview on Sept. 30 was about Coates' new book of essays, and Dokoupil zeroed in right away on a section about Israel and Palestinians in the West Bank, saying the essay "would not be out of place in the backpack of an extremist." He wondered why Coates' writing did not include references to Israel being surrounded by enemies that want to eliminate the country.




"Is it because you just don't believe that Israel in any condition has a right to exist?" he asked.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Coates said there was no shortage of places where Israel's viewpoint is represented, and that he wanted to speak for those who don't have a voice.
"I wrote a 260-page book," Coates said. "It is not a treatise on the entirety of the conflict between the Israelis and the Palestinians."

    


Dokoupil later asked Coates about what offended him about the existence of a Jewish state, and he said that Palestinians "exist in your narrative merely as victims of Israel," as if they had not been offered peace in any juncture. 
Coates said that he was offended when anyone -- including the Palestinians who talked to him for his book -- are treated as second-class citizens in the country where they live, comparing it to the Jim Crow-era United States where his ancestors grew up.
In the staff call on Monday, CBS News chief Wendy McMahon and her deputy, Adrienne Roark, said several journalists in the company had reached out to them about the interview.
"There are times we have not met our editorial standards," Roark said, citing Dokoupil's interviews and other comments made by CBS personnel that she did not identify.
CBS News is built on a "foundation of neutrality," she said. "Our job is to serve our audience without bias or perceived bias."
She said that the problems had been addressed, but neither she nor CBS explained what this meant.
McMahon told staff members on the call that she expected its contents would remain confidential. But a tape of it was posted within hours on The Free Press news site.

    


Dokoupil did not immediately return messages seeking comment. A spokesman for Coates did not return a message.
Dokoupil is one of three "CBS Mornings" hosts, along with Gayle King and Nate Burleson. All three participated in the interview with Coates, but with the exception of an opening question by Burleson and a brief one at the end by King, it was dominated by Dokoupil.
Dokoupil is married to NBC News journalist Katy Tur. He has two children from a previous marriage who both live with their mother in Israel. In the wake of the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas attack, Dokoupil said on the show that, "as a father, I think people can understand if somebody, anybody, is firing rockets in the direction of your children without regard to whether they are struck or not, you're going to feel a thing or two."
The rebuke by CBS management Monday came on the first anniversary of the Hamas attack.

    


Management received immediate pushback on the call from Jan Crawford, CBS News' chief legal correspondent, who said that it's a journalist's obligation to ask tough questions when somebody comes on the air to present a one-sided view.

"I don't see how we can say that failed to meet our editorial standards," Crawford said. She said she worried that it would make her think twice when conducting interviews.
___
David Bauder writes about media for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder.
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            Workers load boxed meals on a Farm Share food bank truck before it leaves to aid those that may be affected Hurricane Milton as it approaches central Florida, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Doral, Fla. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)
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            A Lee County Sheriff's officer patrols the streets of Cape Coral, Fla., as heavy rain falls ahead of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            Miami-Dade Fire Rescue's Urban Search and Rescue Florida Task Force One leader Brandon Webb, right, addresses members of the task force before they deploy ahead of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Doral, Fla. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)
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            North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper, right, and Deanne Criswell, Administrator of the U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency, await the arrival of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris for a briefing on the damage from Hurricane Helene, at Charlotte Douglas International Airport, Saturday, October 5, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson)
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            Miami-Dade Fire Rescue's Urban Search and Rescue Florida Task Force One leader Brandon Webb, right, addresses members of the task force before they deploy ahead of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Doral, Fla. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)
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    Stay up to date: Follow AP's live coverage of Hurricane Milton and the 2024 hurricane season.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- Hurricane Milton is set to slam Florida on Wednesday evening -- the second hurricane to strike in two weeks -- and the federal agency tasked with responding to disasters is once again positioning supplies and personnel where they're needed and coordinating with state and local officials.
The Federal Emergency Management Agency has faced rampant disinformation about its response to Hurricane Helene, which hit Florida on Sept. 26 before heading north and leaving a trail of destruction across six states. 
Critics allege the agency isn't doing enough to help survivors, while false rumors circulating ahead of the presidential election include claims that people taking federal relief money could see their land seized or that FEMA is halting trucks full of supplies. 
Meanwhile, there's also just a lot of confusion about what the agency does and doesn't do when disaster strikes.

    


Now, with Milton set to bring a life-threatening storm surge to the Tampa Bay region, many people are wondering whether they should see FEMA workers on the ground right away and what impact the agency is having if they don't.




Here's a closer look at what the agency does during emergencies:
What is FEMA's role in a disaster?
State or tribal governments can reach out to ask for federal assistance. But the disaster has to exceed their ability to respond, meaning that not all disasters end up getting federal help. The president approves disaster declarations.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Once an emergency is declared -- like in the case of Milton and Helene -- that can unleash various types of aid from FEMA. Much of what FEMA does is give out money in the immediate aftermath of a disaster and for years to come.
That can include assistance to individuals affected by disasters, such as payments of $750 to pay for their immediate needs -- like medicine or diapers -- after a storm or earthquake hits. It can also mean additional money to rent an apartment because their home is destroyed or to pay for a storage unit.

    


In the wake of Hurricane Helene, FEMA has already given out more than $286 million. But the agency has faced complaints in the past that the process is too bureaucratic.
In hard-hit Asheville, North Carolina, Mayor Esther Manheimer said Wednesday that local officials had heard about people whose claims had been denied by FEMA and were working with the agency to solve the problem.
"We will be meeting with our FEMA representatives here in Asheville and Buncombe County later today to discuss the number of denials and to secure a solution and get one in place as fast as possible," she said.
Another big part of FEMA's disaster aid goes to public assistance. This is money to reimburse local governments for things like overtime for police or firefighters or to remove the mountains of debris left after storms.
The agency also gives longer-term money to rebuild public infrastructure like schools, roads or libraries that are damaged by earthquakes or floods.
Is FEMA in charge of every disaster?
No. Experts and the agency stress that FEMA isn't assuming control of Milton's response. A lot of that falls to the state and affected communities.

    


FEMA Administrator Deanne Criswell, who led New York City's Emergency Management Department before taking the top job at the federal agency, said FEMA's role is to support the work of local emergency managers.
"We do not come in and take over any response. I have been a local emergency manager. I know the steps that they are taking right now to prepare for this storm," she said at a briefing Wednesday, when she was heading from North Carolina to Florida. 
"Our role is to augment the incredible work that our local emergency managers, our first responders and our state partners are doing each and every day ... and make sure that they have the resources that they need," Criswell said.
Craig Fugate, who was FEMA administrator during the Obama administration and before that was Florida's director of emergency management, said FEMA really plays a supporting role in the initial response.
"Disaster response belongs to the states not the federal government," Fugate said. In those emergency situations, it's usually governors who are in charge, he said.

    


Does FEMA send supplies or personnel?
The agency sends water, tarps, food and staff. In an event like a hurricane -- when there's time to prepare -- the agency coordinates with state and local officials about where to put those supplies before the storm arrives. 
For Milton, the agency says it has five staging bases where it stationed food and water ahead of time, including 20 million meals and 40 million liters of water.
FEMA also has sent search and rescue teams and helps bring in expertise from across the federal government as needed. For example, two U.S. Army Corps of Engineers temporary power teams are in Florida to help with the Milton response. Other supplies have been brought in, like high-water vehicles from the Department of Defense as well as ambulances and helicopters.

    


Ahead of Milton making landfall, the agency said it has 1,000 responders on the ground already. Many of them were there working on previous disasters and are pivoting to help with Milton.

When asked about complaints that FEMA had not gotten to some areas of North Carolina hit by Helene, Criswell said Wednesday that just because residents don't see someone in a FEMA shirt, that doesn't mean the agency is not supporting them. 
For example, she said much of the water and food that is being delivered through the National Guard and other agencies comes from FEMA's stockpiles.
___
AP reporter Sarah Brumfield contributed from Washington.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hurricane-milton-helene-fema-disaster-response-d05a5b6f1b57015780688aa35800a57b
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            People display signs with with a likeness of Massachusetts State Police recruit Enrique Delgado-Garcia, who died following a State Police Academy training exercise, at a protest outside the State Police Academy graduation ceremony, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, at the DCU Center, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Massachusetts Gov. Maura Healey, front, swears in the 90th Recruit Training Group of the Massachusetts State Police, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, during ceremonies at the DCU Center, in Worcester, Mass., as Mass. Attorney General Andrea Campbell, left, and Mass. Lt. Gov. Kim Driscoll, second from right, look on. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            People display signs with with a likeness of Massachusetts State Police recruit Enrique Delgado-Garcia, who died following a State Police Academy training exercise, at a protest outside the State Police Academy graduation ceremony, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, at the DCU Center, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Members of the 90th Recruit Training Group of the Massachusetts State Police stand in formation, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, during swearing in ceremonies at the DCU Center, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Members of the 90th Recruit Training Group of the Massachusetts State Police stand in formation, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, during swearing in ceremonies at the DCU Center, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            People display signs with with a likeness of Massachusetts State Police recruit Enrique Delgado-Garcia, who died following a State Police Academy training exercise, at a protest outside the State Police Academy graduation ceremony, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, at the DCU Center, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Massachusetts Gov. Maura Healey, front top, swears in the 90th Recruit Training Group of the Massachusetts State Police, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, during ceremonies at the DCU Center, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Members of the Massachusetts State Police 90th Recruit Training Group raise their hands as they are sworn in as State Police Troopers by Mass. Gov. Maura Healey, not shown, during ceremonies, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, at the DCU Center, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Members of the 90th Recruit Training Group of the Massachusetts State Police march, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, during swearing in ceremonies at the DCU Center, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Massachusetts Gov. Maura Healey, right, walks among members of the 90th Recruit Training Group of the Massachusetts State Police, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, during swearing in ceremonies at the DCU Center, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Massachusetts Attorney General Andrea Campbell, top, makes remarks during the swearing in of the 90th Recruit Training Group of the Massachusetts State Police, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, at the DCU Center, in Worcester, Mass., as Mass. Lt. Gov. Kim Driscoll, right, looks on. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Massachusetts Gov. Maura Healey, front, swears in the 90th Recruit Training Group of the Massachusetts State Police, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, during ceremonies at the DCU Center, in Worcester, Mass., as Mass. Attorney General Andrea Campbell, left, and Mass. Lt. Gov. Kim Driscoll, second from right, look on. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            People display signs with with a likeness of Massachusetts State Police recruit Enrique Delgado-Garcia, who died following a State Police Academy training exercise, at a protest outside the State Police Academy graduation ceremony, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, at the DCU Center, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Massachusetts Gov. Maura Healey, front top, swears in the 90th Recruit Training Group of the Massachusetts State Police, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, during ceremonies at the DCU Center, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Members of the Massachusetts State Police 90th Recruit Training Group raise their hands as they are sworn in as State Police Troopers by Mass. Gov. Maura Healey, not shown, during ceremonies, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, at the DCU Center, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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                                        WORCESTER, Mass. (AP) -- Holding signs demanding truth and chanting for justice, several dozen people gathered Wednesday outside a graduation ceremony for Massachusetts State Police cadets demanding an explanation of how one of the recruits died during a training exercise.
Enrique Delgado-Garcia, 25, died at a hospital on Sept. 13 a day after becoming unresponsive during a defensive tactics exercise in a boxing ring and suffering a "medical crisis," authorities have said. The state attorney general has since named an attorney to lead an outside investigation into the death of Delgado-Garcia, whose funeral was held Saturday.
Delgado-Garcia's mother and others have said they want answers and accountability from the investigation, and she has raised questions about whether the training exercise was unnecessarily violent. She was not at the protest but some of Delgado-Garcia's friends and other relatives had similar questions.

    


"We are looking for justice, answers," said Jennifer Verges, who was among several protesters holding a banner with a photo of Delgado-Garcia. "Why is he not here graduating with the rest? We're here mourning his death."




Luis Canario, a cousin who was holding a poster honoring Delgado-Garcia and wearing a T-shirt with his image, said he found it hard to believe that Delgado-Garcia could have died from a boxing accident. He was among several people who said the graduation should have been postponed.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We don't feel like this was right that he doesn't get to graduate when everyone else is graduating," he said. "It's not fair that, with an open investigation going on, they are still graduating people but one of their own that they call their brother is not here."
The protest happened against a backdrop of calls for accountability that have spread beyond Delgado-Garcia's family. The Latino Law Enforcement Group of Boston and Lawyers for Civil Rights in Boston have both issued public statements calling for transparency about the investigation into Delgado-Garcia's death.

    


The state must "immediately suspend anyone potentially involved and responsible for the fatal boxing match to ensure the safety and well-being of the remaining cadets in the Massachusetts State Police Academy," in addition to making other safety and accountability improvements, Lawyers for Civil Rights said in its statement.
Delgado-Garcia's death overshadowed what should have been a celebration for the 185 troopers at a Worcester auditorium. There was a moment of silence honoring Delgado-Garcia during the ceremony and recruits wore shrouded badges.
Massachusetts Gov. Maura Healey, Attorney General Andrea Joy Campbell and newly appointed Massachusetts State Police Superintendent Col. Geoffrey Noble all referenced his name in their remarks to graduates. They expressed condolences to his family and acknowledged the challenges the death has brought to his fellow recruits.
"Today's celebration carries a great weight. You lost a recruit," Healey told the crowd. 
"Trooper Enrique Delgado-Garcia answered the call. He took the assignment. He along with all of you was drawn to serve. Trooper Delgado-Garcia was and is a special person, determined to not only to uphold the law but to uplift his community," Healey said. "To members of Enrique's family, friends and the Worcester community here today and watching, we continue to grieve with you and pray with you."

    


Delgado-Garcia, of Worcester, died after the boxing ring exercise took place at the Massachusetts State Police Academy in New Braintree, a little more than 60 miles (97 kilometers) west of Boston. Massachusetts State Police has said it has suspended full-contact boxing training activities among recruits in the wake of Delgado-Garcia's death.
Delgado-Garcia was born in Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, and moved to Worcester at a young age, according to an obituary on the website of the Mercadante Funeral Home & Chapel in Worcester. He earned an undergraduate degree from Westfield State University in Massachusetts before starting his career as a victim's advocate in the Worcester district attorney's office, the obituary said.

"He never had a bad bone in his body," Canario said. "He was a stand up dude. He liked to enjoy his life but also liked to help people at the same time. He was always motivated to do better. ... He was going after this dream and this happened."
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                    South Dakota Republican Secretary of State Monae Johnson is pictured in her office on Thursday, Jan. 11, 2024, in Pierre, S.D. Her office on Monday, Oct. 7, 2024, removed 273 names from the state's voter roll, people the state Department of Public Safety said are noncitizens. (AP Photo/Jack Dura)
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                                        South Dakota removed hundreds of people from the state's voter rolls as general election voting was underway because an agency mistakenly marked the residents' citizenship status on a government form.
The state Department of Public Safety on Monday announced the removal of 273 "noncitizens," saying: "This discovery was part of a review to ensure the integrity of South Dakota's elections and safeguard against improper voter registration."
The state didn't initially explain why officials removed people from the voter rolls, but state Division of Elections Director Rachel Soulek on Wednesday said the state took the action in response to a mistake by state workers.
Those people "had inadvertently been registered to vote due to human error by DPS employees where the citizenship status was incorrectly marked," Soulek said by email when asked about the situation.

    


A spokesman for the South Dakota attorney general's office said the office has been notified of the situation.
In a statement, Republican Secretary of State Monae Johnson said, "Ensuring the integrity of our elections is our highest priority. We are proud of the thorough work done to safeguard South Dakota's voter rolls. We worked closely with DPS to resolve this issue, and we're constantly working to make sure that only eligible citizens are participating in our elections."




The move initially drew the ire of the American Civil Liberties Union of South Dakota. The organization had earlier called for the voters to be reinstated and blasted the removal as violating the National Voter Registration Act's deadline of 90 days before elections for federal office for systematic voter-list maintenance to be completed.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

ACLU spokesperson Janna Farley said the organization is still awaiting a response from Johnson's office to a letter sent to her this week with questions, and declined to give an updated comment until a response comes forth.

    


South Dakota has about 682,000 registered voters, more than 617,000 of whom Johnson's office considers to be active.
South Dakota was one of the first states to begin early voting for the November general election. Absentee voting began Sept. 20 in South Dakota.

Voters will be deciding a number of high-profile ballot questions in South Dakota this fall, including measures to enshrine abortion rights, legalize marijuana and repeal the state food tax.
___
Dura reported from Bismarck, North Dakota.
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            Jury selection has began in the corruption trial of former Illinois House Speaker Michael Madigan, once the longest-serving legislative leader in U.S. history.
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            FILE - Then- Illinois House Speaker Michael Madigan, D-Chicago, addresses the Illinois Democratic County Chairs' Association brunch at the Crowne Plaza Thursday, Aug. 16, 2018, in Springfield, Ill., prior to Democrat Day at the Illinois State Fair. (Rich Saal/The State Journal-Register via AP, File)
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            FILE - Illinois' former Speaker of the House Michael Madigan speaks during a committee hearing Thursday, Feb. 25, 2021, in Chicago. (Ashlee Rezin Garcia/Chicago Sun-Times via AP, File)
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            FILE - In this Jan. 8, 2021, file photo, then- Illinois House Speaker Michael Madigan appears on the floor as the Illinois House of Representatives convenes at the Bank of Springfield Center, in Springfield, Ill. (E. Jason Wambsgans/Chicago Tribune via AP, File)
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            FILE - In this Jan. 7, 2021 file photo, the nameplate marking the desk of then-Illinois Speaker of the House Michael Madigan, D-Chicago, is seen on a desk as the main floor of the Bank of Springfield Center as the Illinois House of Representatives get set to hold a lame-duck legislative session session in Springfield, Ill. (Justin L. Fowler/The State Journal-Register via AP, File)
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            Illinois' former House Speaker Michael Madigan, charged in a multimillion-dollar racketeering and bribery scheme that included the state's largest utility, ComEd, walks out of the Dirksen Federal Courthouse, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024 in Chicago. (Ashlee Rezin/Chicago Sun-Times via AP)
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            Illinois' former House Speaker Michael Madigan, charged in a multimillion-dollar racketeering and bribery scheme that included the state's largest utility, ComEd, walks out of the Dirksen Federal Courthouse, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024 in Chicago. (Ashlee Rezin/Chicago Sun-Times via AP)
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            Illinois' former House Speaker Michael Madigan, charged in a multimillion-dollar racketeering and bribery scheme that included the state's largest utility, ComEd, walks out of the Dirksen Federal Courthouse, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024 in Chicago. (Ashlee Rezin/Chicago Sun-Times via AP)
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            Illinois' former House Speaker Michael Madigan, charged in a multimillion-dollar racketeering and bribery scheme that included the state's largest utility, ComEd, walks out of the Dirksen Federal Courthouse, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024 in Chicago. (Ashlee Rezin/Chicago Sun-Times via AP)
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            Illinois' former House Speaker Michael Madigan, charged in a multimillion-dollar racketeering and bribery scheme that included the state's largest utility, ComEd, walks out of the Dirksen Federal Courthouse, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024 in Chicago. (Ashlee Rezin/Chicago Sun-Times via AP)
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            Illinois' former House Speaker Michael Madigan, charged in a multimillion-dollar racketeering and bribery scheme that included the state's largest utility, ComEd, walks out of the Dirksen Federal Courthouse, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024 in Chicago. (Ashlee Rezin/Chicago Sun-Times via AP)
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            Illinois' former House Speaker Michael Madigan, charged in a multimillion-dollar racketeering and bribery scheme that included the state's largest utility, ComEd, walks out of the Dirksen Federal Courthouse, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024 in Chicago. (Ashlee Rezin/Chicago Sun-Times via AP)
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            Illinois' former House Speaker Michael Madigan, charged in a multimillion-dollar racketeering and bribery scheme that included the state's largest utility, ComEd, walks out of the Dirksen Federal Courthouse, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024 in Chicago. (Ashlee Rezin/Chicago Sun-Times via AP)
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            FILE - Then- Illinois House Speaker Michael Madigan, D-Chicago, addresses the Illinois Democratic County Chairs' Association brunch at the Crowne Plaza Thursday, Aug. 16, 2018, in Springfield, Ill., prior to Democrat Day at the Illinois State Fair. (Rich Saal/The State Journal-Register via AP, File)
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            FILE - Illinois' former Speaker of the House Michael Madigan speaks during a committee hearing Thursday, Feb. 25, 2021, in Chicago. (Ashlee Rezin Garcia/Chicago Sun-Times via AP, File)
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            FILE - In this Jan. 8, 2021, file photo, then- Illinois House Speaker Michael Madigan appears on the floor as the Illinois House of Representatives convenes at the Bank of Springfield Center, in Springfield, Ill. (E. Jason Wambsgans/Chicago Tribune via AP, File)
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            FILE - In this Jan. 7, 2021 file photo, the nameplate marking the desk of then-Illinois Speaker of the House Michael Madigan, D-Chicago, is seen on a desk as the main floor of the Bank of Springfield Center as the Illinois House of Representatives get set to hold a lame-duck legislative session session in Springfield, Ill. (Justin L. Fowler/The State Journal-Register via AP, File)
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            Illinois' former House Speaker Michael Madigan, charged in a multimillion-dollar racketeering and bribery scheme that included the state's largest utility, ComEd, walks out of the Dirksen Federal Courthouse, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024 in Chicago. (Ashlee Rezin/Chicago Sun-Times via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 13

                                    
                                    Illinois' former House Speaker Michael Madigan, charged in a multimillion-dollar racketeering and bribery scheme that included the state's largest utility, ComEd, walks out of the Dirksen Federal Courthouse, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024 in Chicago. (Ashlee Rezin/Chicago Sun-Times via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 13 | 
            Illinois' former House Speaker Michael Madigan, charged in a multimillion-dollar racketeering and bribery scheme that included the state's largest utility, ComEd, walks out of the Dirksen Federal Courthouse, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024 in Chicago. (Ashlee Rezin/Chicago Sun-Times via AP)
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            Illinois' former House Speaker Michael Madigan, charged in a multimillion-dollar racketeering and bribery scheme that included the state's largest utility, ComEd, walks out of the Dirksen Federal Courthouse, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024 in Chicago. (Ashlee Rezin/Chicago Sun-Times via AP)
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- Jury selection began Wednesday in the corruption trial of former Illinois House Speaker Michael Madigan, once the longest-serving legislative leader in American history. 
The case against Madigan, who resigned in 2021, is one of Illinois' largest corruption trials in years. The 82-year-old is charged in a multimillion-dollar racketeering and bribery scheme that included the state's largest utility, ComEd.
Federal prosecutors allege the Chicago Democrat used his power not only as speaker but in other roles, including as head of the state Democratic Party, to run a "criminal enterprise" to amass even more wealth and power. A 23-count indictment against him includes racketeering conspiracy, wire fraud and attempted extortion charges.
Political experts have said seating a jury may be difficult because of Madigan's name recognition. More than 1,000 people were mailed jury summonses. That number was narrowed to about 180 people who reported to federal court in Chicago on Wednesday. 

    


Wednesday's proceedings were slow, with attorneys averaging more than 30 minutes per person in the first half of the day. The pool included educators, warehouse workers and a person in insurance. Attorneys asked potential jurors -- identified only by numbers -- questions about their knowledge of lobbyists, views on Chicago politicians and familiarity with Madigan, who was once considered the most powerful leader in Illinois politics.




"I've heard the name," said a man identified as No. 1. "That's all I really know about it." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Another, identified as No. 3, said he was familiar with Madigan's time as speaker. 
"He always had a reputation of doing things his way, which could be a good thing or a bad thing," he said. 
Both potentials were later struck, with only three jurors seated Wednesday. 
Jury selection was expected to last through the week. Twelve jurors and six alternates will be chosen ahead of opening statements, which are expected early next week. Testimony is expected to last roughly three months. 

    


Madigan, who has pleaded not guilty, surveyed the potential jurors as they entered the courtroom. He appeared to listen intently and take notes during the proceedings. His codefendant, a longtime lobbyist and Madigan confidant, Michael McClain sat at a nearby table.
Prosecutors allege Madigan used his influence to pass legislation favorable to electric utility ComEd. In return, ComEd offered kickbacks, jobs and contracts to Madigan loyalists.
Madigan and McClain have both denied wrongdoing.
"I was never involved in any criminal activity," Madigan said when the charges were announced in 2022. 
Much of the evidence expected at trial, including wiretapped conversations, has already been previewed in open court. 
A sweeping federal investigation of public corruption in Illinois has led to the convictions of state legislators and Madigan's former chief of staff. McClain and three other ComEd officials were convicted in a separate but related case. They've yet to be sentenced. 

First elected to the Legislature in 1970, Madigan was speaker from 1983 to 2021, except for two years when Republicans were in control. He set much of Illinois' political agenda, deciding which pieces of legislation would see a vote. He controlled several campaign funds and oversaw political mapmaking.
___
The story has been updated to correct Madigan's age to 82 from 83.
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            FEMA has message to Floridians that Hurricane Milton is going to be a deadly and catastrophic storm
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            A jogger trots as rain falls ahead of the arrival of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            A view of some of the 700 evacuees in the gymnasium in shelter at River Ridge Middle/High School in preparation for Hurricane Milton on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New Port Richey, Fla. (AP Photo/Mike Carlson)
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    Stay up to date: Follow AP's live coverage of Hurricane Milton and the 2024 hurricane season.


    


With Florida still recovering from Hurricane Helene, some state and local officials are bracing for more disruptions from Hurricane Milton that could affect how people vote in the general election. 
Gov. Ron DeSantis already has granted counties hardest hit by Helene greater flexibility in distributing mail-in ballots and changing polling sites for in-person voting. Further changes might be necessary after Hurricane Milton. 
Florida has a long history of hurricanes -- and of making election accommodations because of them.
This year, some voter advocacy groups are pushing for a judge to reopen Florida's voter registration period, arguing that people may have missed their chance to register because they were preoccupied by hurricanes. 
How has Hurricane Helene affected the election? 
Hurricane Helene made landfall in northern Florida on Sept. 26 -- the same day that local election officials could begin sending mail-in ballots to voters who requested them. 

    


The hurricane forced thousands of people to flee their homes, some of which are no longer habitable. That means it's no longer possible for some voters to receive mail-in ballots at their homes. And that list is likely to grow following Hurricane Milton.




"It's possible mail ballots could get lost, either getting to the voter or being returned by the voter. They could be damaged, especially if there are high winds and waters," said David Becker, executive director of The Center for Election Innovation and Research. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In such cases, voters can request a replacement mailed ballot or still vote in person. 
Helene also damaged voting infrastructure, such as polling locations, in at least 13 counties, mainly along where Florida's panhandle meets its peninsula. Dozens of polling sites were damaged in Pinellas County, near Tampa Bay, which could take another hit from Milton, said Travis Hart, president of the Florida Supervisors of Elections organization. 

    


What election changes are being made?
DeSantis issued an executive order granting flexibility for election officials in those 13 hard-hit counties to alter their procedures because of Helene. 
The order allows early voting and Election Day polling places to be changed or consolidated. It also makes it easier for residents to request that mail-in ballots be sent to a different address than where they are registered to vote. And it allows ballots to be sent in forwardable envelopes so that they can reach voters in their new locations. 
The gubernatorial order also makes accommodations to try to avoid a potential shortage of poll workers by waiving a training requirement for experienced workers and allowing poll workers to be brought in from other counties. 
"Our poll workers, they are very dedicated people, and I know that when it comes to elections, they will show up -- unless there's just something that's out of their hands that they can't control," Hart said.
In general, it's good to make only those election changes that are most necessary, so as to limit confusion for voters, Becker said. 
"When voters really want to vote -- and by all indications, voters really want to vote in this election -- they find a way," he said. 

    


What about those who missed the voter registration deadline?
Monday was the deadline for Florida residents to register to vote in next month's election.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


A federal judge denied a request to reopen voter registration after hearing arguments Wednesday. The plaintiffs are considering whether to appeal. The lawsuit brought by the Florida chapters of the League of Women Voters and NAACP contends that thousands of people may have missed the registration deadline because they were recovering from Helene or preparing to evacuate from Milton. 
Voting preparations are like Christmas shopping, said Cecile Scoon, co-president of the League of Women Voters of Florida.
"You tend to wait for the last two to three weeks to buy the present," Scoon said. "Voting is very similar. The interest skyrockets" as a deadline approaches. 
The Florida Supervisors of Elections association did not request an extension of the voter registration period. Hart said "people had ample time" to register.
There's not much evidence to suggest that voter registration deadlines suppress participation in elections, Becker said. But reopening a voter registration period -- even if justified -- could fuel disinformation and false claims about an election from a losing candidate, he said. 

    


How have previous hurricanes affected Florida elections? 
This is not the first time Florida has had to make adjustments to election plans in counties hit by hurricanes.
After Hurricane Charley struck southwest Florida in August 2004, then-Gov. Jeb Bush allowed election officials in 10 counties to delay early voting, set up new polling places and extend the deadline to hire poll workers ahead of the state's primary election.
In October 2016, Hurricane Matthew skirted Florida's entire Atlantic Coast and forced many government offices to close just days before the deadline to register to vote in the presidential election. Democrats sued then-Gov. Rick Scott, a Republican, to extend the registration deadline. Scott refused, but a federal judge ordered the deadline extended by one day.


    


In October 2018, Scott allowed Gulf and Bay counties to make adjustments after Hurricane Michael caused widespread damage. Supervisors were allowed to forward mail-in ballots to temporary addresses and to relocate or combine polling places.
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                    FILE - Ricky Bell, warden at Riverbend Maximum Security Institution in Nashville, Tenn., gives a tour of the prison's execution chamber, Oct. 13, 1999. (AP Photo/Mark Humphrey, File)
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Tennessee's corrections chief said Wednesday that the department expects to unveil a new process for executing inmates by the end of the year, signaling a possible end to a yearslong pause due to findings that several inmates were put to death without the proper testing of lethal injection drugs.
"We should have our protocols in place by the end of this calendar year or at the first week or two of January," Commissioner Frank Strada told lawmakers during a correction hearing. "We've been working with the attorney general's office on writing those protocols to make sure that they're sound."
Strada didn't reveal any details about the new process, only acknowledging that the effort had taken a long time because of the many lawyers working on the issue to ensure it was "tight and right and within the law." 
The commissioner's comments are the first public estimate of when the state may once again resume executing death row inmates since they were halted in early 2022.

    


Back then, Republican Gov. Bill Lee put a hold on executions after acknowledging the state had failed to ensure its lethal injection drugs were properly tested. The oversight forced Lee in April to abruptly halt the execution of Oscar Smith an hour before he was to have been put to death.




Documents obtained through a public records request later showed that at least two people knew the night before that the lethal injection drugs the state planned to use hadn't undergone some required testing.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lee eventually requested an independent review into the state's lethal injection procedure, which was released in December 2022.
According to the report, none of the drugs prepared for the seven inmates put to death since 2018 were tested for endotoxins. In one lethal injection that was carried out, the drug midazolam was not tested for potency either. The drugs must be tested regardless of whether an inmate chooses lethal injection or electrocution -- an option allowed for inmates if they were convicted of crimes before January 1999. 

    


The report also rebuked top Department of Correction leaders for viewing the "the lethal injection process through a tunnel-vision, result-oriented lens" and claimed the agency failed to provide staff "with the necessary guidance and counsel needed to ensure that Tennessee's lethal injection protocol was thorough, consistent, and followed."
The department has since switched commissioners, with Strada taking over in January 2023. Its top attorney and the inspector general were fired that month.
Kelley Henry, chief of the federal public defender's habeas unit that represents many of Tennessee's death row inmates, said Tennessee has previously made "multiple misrepresentations to multiple courts about its execution protocols." She also noted that there is federal litigation challenging several aspects of the state's current execution protocol, but that has been placed on hold through an agreement between the state and federal officials. 
"The State, through the Attorney General, agreed to permit that litigation to continue at a normal pace once a new protocol is announced," Henry said in an email on Wednesday. "Given the history of misrepresentations made by the state, any new protocol will require thorough review."

    


Henry added that she expects the state to not pursue any execution dates -- as detailed in their agreed order filed with the federal court -- while the federal case is still pending. 
Tennessee's current lethal injection protocol requires a three-drug series to put inmates to death: the sedative midazolam to render the inmate unconscious; vecuronium bromide to paralyze the inmate; and potassium chloride to stop the heart.

The state has repeatedly argued that midazolam renders an inmate unconscious and unable to feel pain. But the independent report showed that in 2017 state correction officials were warned by a pharmacist that midazolam "does not elicit strong analgesic effects," meaning "the subjects may be able to feel pain from the administration of the second and third drugs."
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                    This combination of images shows actors, from left, Kristin Chenoweth, Audra McDonald, and Kelli O'Hara, who will participate in a campaign rally in New York on Monday for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris. (AP Photo)
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                                        Stars of stage and screen -- including Anne Hathaway, Kelli O'Hara, Kristin Chenoweth and Audra McDonald -- are set for a campaign rally for Kamala Harris in New York City next week that will be livestreamed.
"Broadway Rallies for Kamala" will be performed in front of a live, invited audience and live streamed nationally for free on Monday via BroadwayWorld at 7:30 p.m. EDT.
The event will include appearances and performances by Whoopi Goldberg, Ana Gasteyer, Billy Porter, Wilson Cruz, Arielle Jacobs, Erika Henningsen, Isabelle McCalla, J. Harrison Ghee, Judy Kuhn, Lilli Cooper, Rosie Perez and Shaina Taub. Chasten Buttigieg, the spouse of Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, will also be on hand.
The evening event will be paired with a daytime virtual phone bank, "Kamala Dial-A-Thon," with volunteers hoping to make 1 million phone calls alongside Broadway and Hollywood talent to help get out the vote. 

The push is part of an effort by Broadway for Harris, a volunteer coalition of industry professionals and theater enthusiasts hoping to elect Harris and vice presidential candidate Tim Walz as well as down-ballot Democratic candidates this November.
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            Voters today have some options in terms of how they vote and when they vote, and the main choices are voting in person at a polling place on Election Day, voting early in person before Election Day, or voting by mail.
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            Arizona Secretary of State Adrian Fontes wears an Arizona state pin and an "I Voted" sticker after leaving Surprise City Hall after voting on the first day of early in-person voting for the general election Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Surprise, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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            Voters arrive to vote on the first day of early in-person voting at Surprise City Hall Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Surprise, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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            Adrian Fontes, Arizona Secretary of State, speaks during a news conference after voting on the first day of early in-person voting for the general election at Surprise City Hall Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Surprise, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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            A voter leaves Surprise City Hall after voting on the first day of early in-person voting for the general election Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Surprise, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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            Adrian Fontes, right, Arizona Secretary of State, hugs Tim Stringham, the Democratic candidate for Maricopa County Recorder, as the two arrive to cast their votes on the first day of early in-person voting for the general election at Surprise City Hall Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Surprise, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 8 | 
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                                    Voters today have some options in terms of how they vote and when they vote, and the main choices are voting in person at a polling place on Election Day, voting early in person before Election Day, or voting by mail.
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                                    A voter leaves Surprise City Hall after voting on the first day of early in-person voting for the general election Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Surprise, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Early in-person voting began Wednesday in Arizona, making it the first of this year's presidential battleground states where all residents can cast a ballot at a traditional polling place ahead of Election Day.
Arizona Secretary of State Adrian Fontes visited a voting center in suburban Phoenix on Wednesday and encouraged people to vote early, especially in an election year when most counties have a two-page long ballot. 
"Early voting also helps us get our results in earlier," Fontes said outside Surprise City Hall. "So if you're frustrated with the idea that results come in late, vote early and help us ameliorate that problem."
At the same voting site, Cathy Koukal said Wednesday she enthusiastically cast her ballot for Vice President Kamala Harris because of her policies, and wants to see former President Donald Trump lose. 

    


"We've known about Trump for a very long time, and he needs to go," said Koukal, a 72-year-old retiree from New York. 
Frank Spencer, 77, said outside the center he cast his ballot for Trump, just as he did in the previous two elections, despite being a registered Democrat. He said he believes Trump could "get us out of the junk we're in." 




"Harris and Biden got us into this mess," said Spencer, explaining that he doesn't usually vote a straight party ticket, but was voting for more Republicans this time. When Trump was in office, "we had no wars going on and whether people agree with this or not," he said, "I felt we were more respected around the world."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This week, in time with the start of in-person voting, both candidates are making visits to the closely contested state.
Wednesday's voting overlaps with campaign stops by both vice presidential nominees -- Democratic Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and Ohio Sen. JD Vance, a Republican -- who will hold separate events in Tucson on Wednesday. 
Harris, the Democratic nominee, is scheduled to host a rally in Phoenix on Thursday, while Trump will hold one Sunday in Prescott Valley, a Republican stronghold about 90 miles (144 kilometers) north of Phoenix.

    


President Joe Biden defeated Trump in 2020 by just 10,457 votes, a narrow margin that set off years of misinformation and conspiracy theories among Republicans who refused to acknowledge Biden's win. It also has led to threats and harassment of election workers, prompting some election offices to boost security for their workers and polling place volunteers.
In Maricopa County, which includes Phoenix, some schools have declined to serve as polling locations, citing harassment of workers and other safety concerns. 
Early voting, particularly by mail, has long been popular in Arizona, where nearly 80% of voters submitted their ballots before Election Day in 2020, according to the Secretary of State's Office.
Each of Arizona's 15 counties is required to open at least one site for in-person voting, which runs until the Friday before the Nov. 5 general election. In Maricopa County, a dozen voting centers are scattered around the metro Phoenix area.

    


Arizona had 4.1 million registered voters as of late July, according to the most recent tally by the Secretary of State's Office. That figure likely is higher as both parties pushed to increase registration before Monday's deadline.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Early in-person voting has been underway in other states for a couple of weeks. It begins next week in four more presidential swing states -- Georgia, Michigan, North Carolina and Nevada.
___

Gabriel Sandoval is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/arizona-election-2024-early-voting-maricopa-county-40b4440a27a1a58c6c65f4d71e4792ef



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Supreme Court seems likely to give Oklahoma death row inmate a new day in court | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Supreme Court seems likely to give Oklahoma death row inmate a new day in court

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    The Supreme Court is seen on Monday, Oct. 7, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            MARK SHERMAN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court appeared likely Wednesday to give Oklahoma death row inmate Richard Glossip at least another day in court in his long quest to throw out his murder conviction and death sentence.
The justices heard arguments in a case that has produced a rare alliance in which lawyers for Glossip and the state argued that the high court should overturn Glossip's conviction and death sentence because he did not get a fair trial.
The victim's relatives have told the high court that they want to see Glossip executed.
Oklahoma's top criminal appeals court has repeatedly upheld the conviction and sentence, even after the state sided with Glossip.
The justices seemed unlikely to affirm the Oklahoma court, after arguments that lasted one and three quarters hours. 
But precisely what the court would do was less clear. The justices could throw out the conviction, which would take Glossip off of death row. 

    


Attorney General Gentner Drummond, who attended Wednesday's session, has conceded the trial was unfair. Drummond, a Republican, has said Glossip could face a new trial in the 1997 killing in Oklahoma City of his former boss, motel owner Barry Van Treese, in what prosecutors have alleged was a murder-for-hire scheme.




If Glossip were to be tried again, the death penalty would be off the table, Oklahoma City District Attorney Vicki Zemp Behenna has said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The justices also could, as Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson suggested, order state courts to conduct a new hearing to weigh claims that prosecutors suppressed evidence. 
Only eight justices are hearing the case and a 4-4 tie would affirm the Oklahoma court ruling. Justice Neil Gorsuch is not taking part, presumably because he participated in it at an earlier stage when he was an appeals court judge.
At least five justices voted last year to block efforts to execute Glossip while his case played out.

    


Glossip has always maintained his innocence. Another man, Justin Sneed, admitted robbing Van Treese and beating him to death with a baseball bat but testified he only did so after Glossip promised to pay him $10,000. Sneed received a life sentence in exchange for his testimony and was the key witness against Glossip.
But evidence that emerged only last year persuaded Drummond. 
Among Drummond's concerns are that prosecutors suppressed evidence about Sneed's psychiatric condition that might have undermined his testimony. Drummond also has cited a box of evidence in the case that was destroyed that might have helped Glossip's defense.
At least four members of the court, Justice Brett Kavanaugh and his three liberal colleagues made clear that they were troubled by the questions about Sneed's testimony.
Kavanaugh said "the whole case depended on his credibility." Sneed, he said, "lied on the stand."
And when the prosecutor failed to correct the testimony, Justice Elena Kagan said, "that seems pretty material to me. I mean, it's just your one witness has been exposed as a liar."
Justices Samuel Alito and Clarence Thomas seemed most inclined to uphold the conviction and death sentence.

    


The court is wrestling with two legal issues. The justices will consider whether Glossip's rights were violated because the evidence wasn't turned over. They also will weigh whether the Oklahoma court decision upholding the conviction and sentence, reached after the state's position changed, should be allowed to stand.
Prosecutors in at least three other death penalty cases in Alabama and Texas have pushed for death row inmates to be given new trials or at least spared the prospect of being executed. The inmates are: Toforest Johnson in Alabama, and Melissa Lucio and Areli Escobar in Texas. In another similar case, the justices refused a last-minute reprieve for Marcellus Williams, whom Missouri executed last month.
The justices issued their most recent order blocking Glossip's execution last year. They previously stopped his execution in 2015, then ruled against him by a 5-4 vote in upholding Oklahoma's lethal injection process. He avoided execution then only because of a mix-up in the drugs that were to be used.

    


Glossip was initially convicted in 1998, but won a new trial ordered by a state appeals court. He was convicted again in 2004.
Two former solicitors general, Seth Waxman and Paul Clement, represent Glossip and Oklahoma, respectively, at the Supreme Court. Christopher Michel, an attorney appointed by the court, is defending the Oklahoma court ruling that Glossip should be put to death.
Michel also suggested that a reconstituted state clemency board could be more favorable to Glossip than the 2-2 split that resulted when it last considered Glossip's case.

More than a half-dozen states also have weighed in on the case, asking the Supreme Court to uphold Glossip's conviction, arguing that they have a "substantial interest" in federal-court respect for state-court decisions.
A decision is expected by early summer.
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            File - Scott Pelley attends the CBS Upfront in New York, May 15, 2013. (Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at an event marking one year since the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on Israel, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            FILE - This combination of photos shows Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, left, and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris during an ABC News presidential debate at the National Constitution Center, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            File - Scott Pelley attends the CBS Upfront in New York, May 15, 2013. (Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- CBS News said the Trump campaign offered "shifting explanations" for why it backed out of a "60 Minutes" interview special with presidential candidates that aired without him.
The network's Scott Pelley appeared on the air Monday night to explain why Republican Donald Trump did not appear on what has become a "60 Minutes" tradition: back-to-back interviews with presidential candidates in the last month of the campaign.
Harris was on the show, interviewed by Bill Whitaker. Where Trump was supposed to appear, "60 Minutes" instead aired a story about an Arizona official pushing false claims about election fraud.
Pelley said that the Trump campaign "complained that we would fact-check the interview. We fact-check every story."
The Trump team also demanded an apology for his interview during the 2020 campaign, where he claimed that correspondent Lesley Stahl said a laptop computer belonging to President Joe Biden's son Hunter came from Russia. "She never said that," Pelley said.

    


Pelley said that Trump's team had agreed to an interview at the former president's Mar-a-Lago home, with an additional talk in Butler, Pennsylvania, where he returned to the scene of a July assassination attempt.




Trump spokesman Steven Cheung said "60 Minutes" "begged for an interview." The campaign did have concerns about the show's reporting on Hunter Biden and how it insisted upon editing Trump's comments, he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"There was nothing scheduled or agreed upon," Cheung said. "We had already long promised an exclusive in filming at Butler to another national outlet, which turned out the be Fox News."
Trump's interview with Fox's Laura Ingraham aired an hour before "60 Minutes" on Monday night. His absence from CBS was not mentioned in their exchange. Trump apparently, watched, however, posting on Truth Social that the Harris interview "is considered by many of those who reviewed it, the WORST interview they have ever seen."

    


Pelley poked at Trump, noting he had already turned down another opportunity to debate Harris, along with the "60 Minutes" interview, "which may have been the largest audience for the candidates between now and election day."

Moving "60 Minutes" out of its traditional Sunday time slot may have depressed the audience size, however. An estimated 5.4 million people watched on Monday, according to preliminary Nielsen company figures, compared with the 9.6 million who saw the newsmagazine on Sunday, Sept. 29.
No estimate for Trump's audience on Ingraham's show was immediately available. Her show averaged 2.7 million viewers a night last week, Nielsen said.
___
David Bauder writes about media for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder.
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                    FILE - Former Ecuador President Rafael Correa gestures during an interview with Associated Press in Brussels, Sept. 11, 2020. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Biden administration on Wednesday imposed visa bans on former Ecuadorian President Rafael Correa, his vice president and their immediate families for corruption.
The State Department announced that Correa and his one-time deputy Jorge Glas would no longer be eligible to enter the United States. The ban also applies to their spouses and children. 
Correa served as Ecuador's president from 2007 until 2017, adopting political positions often at odds with U.S. policies and notably opening Ecuador's embassy in London to Wikileaks founder Julian Assange while he was still wanted by the United States. 
Correa was convicted in absentia on corruption charges in Ecuador in 2020 and sentenced to eight years in prison. He has lived in exile in Belgium since 2017.
"Correa and Glas abused their positions as former president of Ecuador and former vice president of Ecuador, respectively, by accepting bribes, including through political contributions, in exchange for granting favorable government contracts," State Department spokesman Matthew Miller said.

"The United States stands with Ecuadorians, including members of civil society, law enforcement, and investigative journalists, committed to increasing government transparency and holding corrupt public officials accountable," Miller said in a statement.
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            Donald John Trump is known as a real estate mogul, reality television star, the 45th president of the United States, and the Republican presidential nominee for the 2024 election.
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump dances as he departs after speaking at a campaign event at the Butler Farm Show, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Butler, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Donald Trump is returning to New York in the race's final stretch, scheduling a rally at the city's iconic Madison Square Garden.
Trump is planning his event for Oct. 27 to kick off the final week of campaigning, according to a campaign official familiar with the plans who spoke on the condition of anonymity ahead of a formal announcement.
It will be Trump's second rally in the city he grew up in following a May stop in the South Bronx that drew a large and diverse crowd. He held another on Long Island last month.
"We have some very big ones coming. We just rented Madison Square Garden. We're going to make a play for New York," Trump said at a rally Wednesday afternoon in Scranton, Pennsylvania. 
He said his campaign is also looking to rent arenas in Atlanta, Georgia and New Jersey.
Trump has long said he believes that he can win New York, even though it is overwhelmingly Democratic and he has lost the state in the last two elections by more than 20 percentage points. But Trump also relishes staging events that will draw outsized media attention, like one held at the so-called World's Most Famous Arena.

    


In between stops to critical battleground states like Pennsylvania and North Carolina, Trump will be traveling this week to states that aren't seen as competitive. 




On Friday, he will visit Aurora, Colorado, a town that has become a flashpoint in the debate over the influx of migrants who have entered the country in recent years. Democrat Joe Biden won Colorado in 2020 with 55% of the vote.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This summer, Aurora's mayor repeated a landlord's claim that a notorious Venezuelan gang had taken over a rundown apartment complex in the Denver suburb, even though police have said that isn't true.
Trump and other Republicans have nonetheless seized on the claims, with Trump saying during a Fox News town hall that Venezuelans were "taking over the whole town" and telling rallygoers that, if elected, he will deploy federal resources to "liberate" the town.

    


On Saturday, he will hold a rally in Coachella, California, the site of a major annual outdoor music festival. Trump lost California in the last two elections by about 30 percentage points.

Trump said at his rally that in addition to New York, he is making a play for other Democratic leaning states including New Jersey, Virginia, New Mexico and Minnesota.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-madison-square-garden-a65158306ebd021a6dc094d0ac3f680d
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            People attend a viewing party for the 2024 Vice Presidential Debate between Gov. Tim Walz and Sen. J.D. Vance at Unison Restaurant and Banquet Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Maplewood, Minn. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            From left, state Sen. Foung Hawi, state Reps. Kaohly Her, Liz Lee and Ethan Cha stand together for a photo at a viewing party for the 2024 Vice Presidential Debate between Gov. Tim Walz and Sen. J.D. Vance at Unison Restaurant and Banquet, Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2024, in Maplewood, Minn. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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                                        As co-founder and executive director of the Hmong American Farmers Association in Minnesota, Janssen Hang has met Gov. Tim Walz several times. It's usually been on farmland with Walz in his trademark red flannel shirt.
"I've seen that red flannel multiple times." Hang said, laughing. "I think he will be a wonderful candidate because he speaks from the heart...He's not a third-generation senator's son or some big business guy."
Hmong Minnesotans were among those who watched as Walz was catapulted onto the Democratic presidential ticket with Vice President Kamala Harris two months ago. They have watched him crisscross the country and last week debate Republican Ohio Sen. JD Vance. 
Hmong American state lawmakers and community activists say Walz has built a mostly positive reputation with Minnesota's largest Asian ethnic group. They point to past legislation, a willingness to reach across the aisle and attendance at community events from festivals to funerals. Now, a lot of these supporters want to show how much influence the Hmong American population has by getting out the vote with fellow Hmong in battleground states.

    


Walz has his fair share of Hmong detractors who say he's done little to protect small businesses, especially in the aftermath of demonstrations and civil unrest where George Floyd was killed in Minneapolis. Still, with Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders being one of the nation's fastest-growing voting blocs, Walz's relationship with eligible Hmong voters could potentially send ripples in swing states like Wisconsin and Michigan. And there is definitely more excitement in the local community with Walz in the mix.




"The next vice president is potentially someone who actually knows Hmong and can actually pronounce Hmong correctly," said KaYing Yang, who serves on President Joe Biden's Advisory Commission on Asian Americans. "Even though we are spread throughout the United States, our community is still very tightly knit."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

By state, census data shows California has the most Hmong people with over 107,000. But Minnesota and Wisconsin have seen considerable growth with populations of over 97,000 and over 58,000, respectively. North Carolina and Michigan round out the top five. 

    


Hmong roots in the U.S. date back to the 1970s. Historically, Hmong people were a persecuted minority in China so many fled to Southeast Asia. During the Vietnam War, the CIA recruited Lao and Hmong people for "Special Guerrilla Units" to fight the spread of communism in a "secret war" in Laos. Thousands died. Others settled as refugees in Minnesota, Wisconsin and central California. Today, census data indicates there are more than 300,000 Hmong in the U.S.
In Minnesota, the Hmong population's impact hasn't gone unnoticed by Walz and other officials. Hmong farmers contribute more than 50% of produce across 50 farmers markets in the metropolitan Twin Cities. In 2022, these farmers reached a "truly historical moment" when they received $2 million from the state to purchase the farmland they had been leasing, Hang recalled. Walz was "instrumental" in encouraging and working with legislators to ensure the funds were wrapped into a bi-partisan state infrastructure bonding bill.

    


Walz and others have also gone out of their way to recognize Hmong war veterans. State Rep. Fue Lee, one of Minnesota's nine Hmong state lawmakers who are also all Democrats, worked with Walz in 2019 to get a bill proclaiming May 14 as Hmong SGU Remembrance Day. The date coincides with when U.S. forces withdrew from Laos in 1975, making Hmong and Lao guerrilla unit soldiers refugees.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"The governor takes his time to know you personally," Lee says. "That's the impact that he has with a lot of the Hmong community members that I have spoken with about his candidacy."
May Lor Xiong, a Minnesota Republican running for Congress in a Democratic district, doubts Walz will have much influence on Hmong people in other states. She says Walz comes up short helping small businesses. She also criticizes what she viewed as a lack of leadership during the pandemic shutdown and protests over Floyd's death. Homelessness and public safety are also issues she says Walz has done little to address.

    


 "It's just all about, you know, photo ops and that's all it is," Xiong said of Walz.
The Harris-Walz campaign has invested in reaching the Hmong community, along with other Asian populations, with more staffing, media and in-language materials. 
"Vice President Harris and Governor Walz have fought for the issues that matter to Asian American communities -- from investing in the middle class and small businesses to keeping communities safe and safeguarding our freedoms," Andrew Peng, the campaign spokesperson for Asian American, Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander voter engagement, said in a statement. 

    


Trump-Vance campaign officials say Asian Americans achieved success during Trump's first term.
"There has been no bigger advocate for the AAPI community than President Trump, as he created an environment where diversity, equal opportunity, and prosperity were afforded to everybody," Steven Cheung, a campaign senior advisor, said in a statement. 
Collectivist in nature, Hmong culture follows an 18-clan structure. Hmong Walz-Harris supporters are hoping to leverage connections with clan leaders into votes from older generations. Some clan leaders will be speaking to Hmong volunteers at a Harris campaign phone banking event later this month, said Gaochi Vang, a co-chair Hmong Americans for Harris based in Madison, Wisconsin. 
Data shows a huge wealth gap between Hmong and other Asian American subgroups. So, one of the biggest obstacles is getting through to potential voters who are feeling defeated or not cared for, Vang said. However, she thinks Walz's history with the Hmong community could factor in. But, the message has to come from the right person. 
"It's important for our elders to hear from someone that they see is also a respected leader in their community or like another elder in their community," Vang said. "I think that is what will empower our Hmong people, is to be reminded that their voice is really powerful because we can literally be that fraction of voters that tips Wisconsin one way or the other."
Xiong, the Republican, thinks more Hmong voters actually are conservative-leaning on issues like reproductive rights and gender-affirming care.
"They don't want to come out and say that to people because they're just scared that their view might be frowned upon," Xiong says. "I see a lot of people coming over to me and saying, 'We vote Republican. We see what's happening in our state .. and things (haven't) changed."
Democratic state Rep. Kaohly Vang Her says in the Hmong American community, most people don't identify strongly with a party line. 

"We have to actually work really hard to earn the Hmong vote every single time," Her said. "The Hmong community wants to know you're not being performative. You do know our issues, you are going to show up and you are going to fight for us."
_____
Terry Tang reported from Phoenix. She is a member of AP's Race and Ethnicity team.
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            A TV screen shows an image of the winner of the 2024 Nobel Prize in Literature, South Korean writer Han Kang, during a news program at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Koreans reacted with joy and astonishment on Thursday after learning that homegrown writer Han Kang won the Nobel Prize in literature, an unexpected moment that stoked national pride about the country's growing cultural influence.
Han, known for her experimental and often disturbing stories that explore human traumas and violence and incorporate the brutal moments of South Korea's modern history, is the country's first writer to win the preeminent award in world literature.
Han's triumph adds to the growing global influence of South Korean culture, which in recent years included the successes of director Bong Joon-ho's Oscar-winning "Parasite," the brutal Netflix survival drama "Squid Game" and K-pop groups like BTS and BLACKPINK.
"I'm so surprised and honored," Han, 53, said in a telephone interview posted on the X account of the Nobel Prize.

    


As the news spread in South Korea, some online bookstores temporarily froze following a sudden jump in traffic. South Korean social media were flooded with jubilant messages expressing admiration and pride. Some internet users found it meaningful that Han was the first Asian woman to win the award and portrayed it as a statement toward the country's traditionally male-dominated literature scene.




"It's always the women who do the big things," one Facebook user wrote.
In South Korea's parliament, multiple government hearings were paused as lawmakers cheered and applauded Han's award. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While visiting Laos for a meeting of Asian leaders, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol issued a statement, congratulating Han on her award, calling it a "great achievement in the history of Korean literature" and a "special moment for the nation."
"You converted the painful wounds of our modern history into great literature," Yoon wrote. "I send my respects to you for elevating the value of Korean literature."

    


Han, the daughter of renowned South Korean novelist Han Seung-won, made her publishing debut as a poet in 1993. She won the International Booker Prize in 2016 for the novel "The Vegetarian," a story in which a woman's decision to stop eating meat brings devastating consequences and raises concern among family members that she's mentally ill. The book sold more than 100,000 in the U.S.
Another one of Han's well-known novels is "Human Acts," which is set in 1980 in her birth city of Gwangju and follows a boy searching for the body of a friend who was killed in a violent suppression of a student protest. South Korea's former military government that year sent troops to Gwangju for a bloody crackdown on pro-democracy protesters that left around 200 people dead and hundreds of others injured. 
Han's award generated excitement among South Korean writers and critics, who in comments to local media expressed hope that it would bring more global attention to South Korean literature. But it remains to be seen whether Han's stories would become widely popular among casual readers around the world, said Brother Anthony of Taize, a British-born scholar and prolific translator of Korean literature.

    


"It's not always an easy read," he said, describing how her novels are often complicated stories about communication failures, misunderstandings, "unhappy people and troubled relationships and pain."
If Han's works have anything in common with South Korea's other cultural products that garnered international acclaim in recent years, it is that they often reflect the dark side of the country's society. Both Parasite and Squid Game provided biting commentaries on the country's deepening inequality and other problems that have many young and poor people describing their lives as a hellish nightmare.

South Korea has one of the largest gaps between rich and poor among developed economies and is grappling with decaying job markets, soaring household debt and a record-low birth rate as struggling couples put off having babies. The country also struggles to deal with the pains of its brutal transition from dictatorship to democracy.

    


"Korean society is rather dark and it's probably the aspect that resonates," Brother Anthony said.
Jung Yoon-young, a 49-year-old resident in Seoul, said Han's triumph was a refreshing moment for the country during depressing times.
"It's a miraculous event and really a breath of fresh air," she said. "I'm grateful and proud."
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The theme of the next Met Gala and its celebrity chairs have been announced: Pharrell Williams, Lewis Hamilton, Colman Domingo, A$AP Rocky and LeBron James will help the museum launch an exhibit examining Black style in menswear over the centuries.
Williams and Hamilton were on hand Wednesday morning to help officials at the Metropolitan Museum of Art announce "Superfine: Tailoring Black Style," the spring exhibit that will be launched by the Met Gala on May 5. A precise dress code for the star-studded gala -- tailored specifically to the exhibit's theme -- will be announced early next year. 
And this one's for the guys: It's the first fashion exhibit at the Met in over 20 years to focus exclusively on menswear, which explains the almost all-male slate of hosts. (Vogue editor Anna Wintour, who oversees the gala each year, rounds out the list of co-chairs.) 

    


Hamilton, the Formula 1 star, gave poignant remarks on how fashion became a way of expressing his identity.
When he was young, Hamilton said, "I was forced to conform. From my daily routine down to what I wore. My routine was rigid. And as the only Black kid on the racing track, there was no one like me to look up to." 


Later in life, he said, "I started to express myself more creatively and more specifically, through fashion. Finding my identity in how I dressed. This was a huge positive change."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I know the power of representation and how fashion can be a vehicle to help push diversity forward and celebrate our differences," Hamilton added. "I'm excited to celebrate Black history ... and to show that inclusion and creativity go hand in hand.
Museum director and CEO Max Hollein said the exhibit, which will run for six months -- more than previous Met fashion exhibits -- would explore "the importance of sartorial style to the formation of Black identities in the Atlantic diaspora," and would celebrate "the power of style as a democratic tool for rejecting stereotypes and accessing new possibilities." He noted it was inspired by a book, "Slaves to Fashion: Black Dandyism and the Styling of Black Diasporic Identity" by Monica L. Miller (a Barnard professor and guest curator of the show). 

    


Williams, who among his many pursuits is menswear creative director for Louis Vuitton, began by paying homage to the artists responsible for the pyramids in Egypt, and spoke broadly of the power of art.
"To me art is an expression of our humanity. It's where we store our history, it's how we tell our stories, and the literal manifestation of our dreams," Williams said during the theme announcement.
"We are the survivors of what is perhaps the most intense hardships, trials and tribulations to ever bedevil a group of human beings, and not only did we survive, we carried the music, the culture, the beauty and the universal language across an ocean..." Williams added. "We gave it all back to the world and we continue to and that is what the Met Gala will celebrate -- us, our gift, our history, our food, our resilience, our beauty, our style and our strength, our authorship."

    


Andrew Bolton, chief curator at the Met's Costume Institute. noted that in the last few years menswear has been undergoing a renaissance. 
 "That's thanks in no small part to men of style like Lewis (Hamilton) and his fellow co-chairs, men who aren't afraid to take risks when it comes to their self-presentation," Bolton said. He added that Williams was among a group of talented Black designers that represent "a flowering of Black creativity in fashion that were very proud to highlight in this exhibition."
Miller, the author and guest curator, noted that back in the 1780s, "dandies" were often defined as "men who paid distinct and sometimes excessive attention to dress.
"Historical definitions of dandyism range from absolute precision in dress and tailoring to flamboyance and fabulousness," Miller said. The show will focus specifically on Black dandyism and its various manifestations.

The Met Gala red carpet is always one of the biggest pop culture spectacles of the year with stars like Lady Gaga, Kim Kardashian, Billy Porter and Rihanna wearing outfits tailored to the night's theme. It is also a huge fundraiser: Last year's gala raised more than $26 million, a record and an enormous sum for such an event.
"Superfine: Tailoring Black Style" will be open to the public from May 10 to October 26, 2025.
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            FILE - Gavin Creel, who plays Claude in the musical "Hair", poses for a picture in New York on April 23, 2009. Creel died Monday of a rare and aggressive form of cancer. He was 48. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- All of Broadway's marquees will dim to honor the life of Gavin Creel following an outcry by theater fans when only a partial dimming was proposed after the 48-year-old Tony Award-winner's death last month.
The Committee of Theatre Owners on Wednesday said all 41 Broadway theaters would dim their lights on separate nights for Creel, Adrian Bailey and Maggie Smith. The committee also said it was "reviewing their current dimming policy and procedures."
The death of Creel on Sept. 30 put the spotlight on the practice of dimming marquee lights after a notable theater figure has died. While giants in the field get all of Broadway theaters dark for a minute, lesser figures may only have partial dimming.
Creel's death prompted the Committee of Theatre Owners to decide that one theater from every theater owner would dim their lights. An online petition demanding all theaters participate was signed by over 23,000 people.

    


Actors' Equity, which represents thousands of performers and stage managers, expressed their concern, saying "everyone who receives the tribute deserves the full tribute." Playwright Paula Vogel said not dimming all the lights was a "travesty to this brilliant actor who put money in pockets and joy in audiences."




Creel was a Broadway musical theater veteran who won a Tony for "Hello, Dolly!" opposite Bette Midler and earned nominations for "Hair" and "Thoroughly Modern Millie."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Partial dimming in the past has been enacted for theater producer Elizabeth Ireland McCann and Marin Mazzie. The decision on Mazzie was overturned to a full dimming after a similar outcry.

The date for the dimming tribute for Creel and Smith has yet to be announced. The tribute for Bailey, who appeared in 15 Broadway productions, is set for Oct. 17.
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Cate Blanchett in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Cate Blanchett, left, and Sacha Baron Cohen in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Sanja Bucko/Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Cate Blanchett in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Sanja Bucko/Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Kevin Kline in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Kevin Kline in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Maria Lax/Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Kevin Kline in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Sanja Bucko/Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Sacha Baron Cohen in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Leila George in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Louis Partridge, left, and Leila George in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Apple TV+ via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 16 | 
            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Kodi Smit-McPhee in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Sacha Baron Cohen in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Lesley Manville in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Cate Blanchett in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Cate Blanchett, left, and Sacha Baron Cohen in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Sanja Bucko/Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Cate Blanchett in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Sanja Bucko/Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Kevin Kline in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Kevin Kline in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Maria Lax/Apple TV+ via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 16

                                    
                                    This image released by Apple TV+ shows Kevin Kline in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Maria Lax/Apple TV+ via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 16 | 
            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Kevin Kline in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Sanja Bucko/Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Sacha Baron Cohen in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Leila George in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Louis Partridge, left, and Leila George in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Kodi Smit-McPhee in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Sacha Baron Cohen in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Apple TV+ via AP)
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            This image released by Apple TV+ shows Lesley Manville in a scene from "Disclaimer." (Apple TV+ via AP)
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                                        VENICE, Italy (AP) -- "Disclaimer" pulls the rug out from the audience before they've had the chance to get settled.
There's no building of empathy for its central character, Cate Blanchett's Catherine Ravenscroft. There's no luxuriating in her banal every day, at work or in her plush London home with her snobbish husband (Sacha Baron Cohen) and directionless, resentful adult son (Kodi Smit-McPhee). All we know at the beginning of the seven-part series, which begins rolling out on Apple TV+ Friday, is that she's an acclaimed documentary filmmaker who is being feted by Christiane Amanpour.
But almost immediately her life starts to spiral when she receives an anonymous, self-published book about a young mother on vacation in Italy with her toddler son that's shockingly familiar. The woman in the book meets a young man who later drowns while trying to save her son. When the police question her, she denies knowing him and returns to London. It's a memory that Catherine has long kept buried and secret but has now emerged in spectacularly embarrassing, reputation-destroying fashion along with a batch of intimate, provocative photos that the young man, Jonathan (Louis Partridge) took the night before.

    


"Disclaimer" throws you into the fire; And like everyone else in the show, from strangers reading the book to Catherine's husband, you start making assumptions about and judging her. Not even Blanchett was immune reading the script. She wondered: Is this woman awful?




"I was shocked at the layers of judgment that I transposed on the character," Blanchett said. "The challenge and agony of playing a character like this is that the crisis happens as soon as you meet her. We know nothing about her, only what people are saying about her."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Told in seven chapters, the psychological thriller comes from Oscar-winning director Alfonso Cuaron who read Renee Knight's book before he'd even made "Roma." The filmmaker had never dabbled in longform before, but soon realized while writing the script that it was the only way to tell it in a satisfying way. Instead of getting hung up on the ins-and-outs of making a television show, he decided he would just do it his way: Like a film, or, rather, seven films. After all, Rainer Werner Fassbinder, David Lynch and Krzysztof Kieslowski had done it too.

    


Cuaron had written Catherine with only Blanchett in mind, an actor he knew had the incredible range and sophistication required by the role. He teased that he was also jealous of his friends Alejandro Inarritu and Guillermo del Toro, who had already had the privilege of directing (and raving about) her. What he didn't expect, and was pleasantly surprised about, was her complete and total commitment as a producer, even as the shoot stretched on to nearly a year.
"I enjoy collaboration," Blanchett said. "I'm interested in the whole thing. And I think you have to know when you are going to be useful and when you need to just sit back and be quiet."
Sometimes, Cuaron said, he'd be on board with her suggestions. Other times he chose a different path and usually regretted it. But they consulted on everything from the smallest details (like prop placement) to the biggest, including the script and casting Kevin Kline as Stephen Brigstocke, the father of the young man Catherine met so many years ago. He's recently lost his wife too, has retired from his job and has nothing but time to stew about how his happy life became so tragic. Revenge is on his mind.

    


The series plays with form and storytelling, with flashbacks, different perspectives, timelines and narrators dolling out information. Amanpour at the outset, in what is meant to be complimentary to Catherine, frames the whole thing aptly: "Beware of narrative and form. Their power can bring us closer to the truth, but they can also be a weapon with a great power to manipulate."
In that spirit, Cuaron's longtime cinematographer Emmanuel Lubezki even suggested bringing in another director of photography, Bruno Delbonnel, to add a different visual element as well. Don't worry if that sounds like you need a film degree to recognize or appreciate the distinction between a Lubezki or a Delbonnel shot. 

    


"It's not about noticing," Cuaron said. "It's about the experience and following different narratives. We try to approach each one of these narratives with a different language."
"Disclaimer" debuted like a film too, at the Venice Film Festival last month. Though the festival often hosts auteur-driven series alongside the feature films, they're not often discussed in the same breath as the competition slate of Oscar hopefuls. "Disclaimer" hit differently, though. In a lineup that had all forms of ambitious cinematic fare from modern masters, some were even calling the show "the best film of the festival." Audiences were shown episodes one through four one day, and the final three on the next. 

    


While Cuaron welcomes viewers to manage their own viewing schedule, whether it's as they drop on Apple TV+ (two episodes on Oct. 11, two on Oct. 18, and one every Friday following) waiting to watch in two batches, divided up as they were in Venice, isn't a bad idea either. The main thing, Blanchett and Cuaron agree, is that attention is key. Also, it's something you might find yourself wanting to watch again after the finale airs on Nov. 8.

"Something we talked about was the hope that people went back and watched it again and have an entirely different perspective on things that we take for granted," Blanchett said.
Cuaron went a step further: "A second view should give you a completely different reading than the first view."
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Jason Mott's first novel since "Hell of a Book" is a kind of meta-sequel to his award-winning meta-narrative about a Black author's haunting promotional tour.
The Penguin Random House imprint Dutton announced Thursday that it has reached a deal with Mott for "People Like Us," in which a "prize-winning Black author" embarks on a global book tour that finds him experiencing everything from invisibility and time travel to sea monsters and peacocks. "Hell of a Book," published in 2021, won the National Book Award for fiction and was chosen for Jenna Bush Hager's "Today" show book club.
"People Like Us" is scheduled for release next fall.

'"People Like Us' originally began as a memoir. I was attempting to sort through some of the impactful experiences I had both as an author and as a teacher recently, and over the last few years," Mott said in a statement. "After a few false starts, I came to realize that, for me, exploring truth requires the framework of fiction. When I returned to the page with that understanding about myself and how I try to create art, I found the characters from 'Hell Of A Book' waiting for me, with new heartaches and joys they wanted to share."
Mott's other books include the novels "The Returned" and "The Calling" and poetry collection "We Call This Thing Between Us Love."
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Sean 'Diddy' Combs to make 1st appearance before trial judge in sex trafficking case
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                    FILE - Sean Combs arrives at the Pre-Grammy Gala And Salute To Industry Icons at the Beverly Hilton Hotel on Saturday, Jan. 25, 2020, in Beverly Hills, Calif. (Photo by Mark Von Holden/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Sean "Diddy" Combs is set to make his first appearance before the judge who is expected to preside over the hip-hop powerbroker's trial on sex trafficking charges.
Combs will be taken to Manhattan federal court from a Brooklyn jail for a Thursday afternoon appearance before Judge Arun Subramanian.
The hearing is expected to result in deadlines being set for lawyers on each side to submit arguments that will establish the boundaries for a trial that Combs' lawyers want to start in April or May. Prosecutors have not expressed a preference for when the trial might occur.
The judge was assigned to the case after another judge recused himself based on his past associations with lawyers in the case.
Combs, 54, has pleaded not guilty to charges lodged against him last month. Those charges included racketeering conspiracy and sex trafficking based on allegations that date back to 2008.

    


An indictment alleges Combs coerced and abused women for years with help from a network of associates and employees while silencing victims through blackmail and violent acts including kidnapping, arson and physical beatings.




Late Wednesday, lawyers for Combs submitted court papers blaming the government's Department of Homeland Security for a leak to the media of a video of Combs punching and kicking his former protege and girlfriend, the R&B singer Cassie, in a hotel hallway in 2016.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The lawyers claimed that the video aired by CNN in May along with other alleged government leaks "have led to damaging, highly prejudicial pretrial publicity that can only taint the jury pool and deprive Mr. Combs of his right to a fair trial."
After the video was broadcast, Combs posted a social media video apologizing, saying: "I was disgusted when I did it" and "I'm disgusted now."
Federal prosecutors responded to the defense lawyers' claims by telling the judge in a letter that the government was not in possession of the video before it was aired on CNN.

    


Combs' lawyers have been trying unsuccessfully to get the founder of Bad Boy Records freed on bail since his Sept. 16 arrest. 
Two judges have concluded that Combs will be a danger to the community if he is freed. At a bail hearing three weeks ago, a judge rejected a $50 million bail package, including home detention and electronic monitoring, after concluding that Combs could tamper with witnesses and obstruct the continuing investigation.
In an appeal of the bail rulings to the 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, lawyers for Combs on Tuesday asked a panel of judges to reverse the bail findings, saying the proposed bail package "would plainly stop him from posing a danger to anyone or contacting any witnesses."

They urged the appeals court to reject the findings of a lower-court judge who they said had "endorsed the government's exaggerated rhetoric and ordered Mr. Combs detained."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/diddy-sean-combs-indictment-court-149b784f3f6b37a84afa6081f2a904e6



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Acting or hosting, Travis Kelce wants to continue to pursue a showbiz career. But first, football | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Acting or hosting, Travis Kelce wants to continue to pursue a showbiz career. But first, football

    Acting or hosting, Travis Kelce wants to continue to pursue a showbiz career. But first, football

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            Kansas City Chiefs player Travis Kelce hosts "Are You Smarter Than a Celebrity?" on Prime Video but says football still is No. 1. (Oct. 9)
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            This image released by Prime Video shows NFL football player Travis Kelce, of the Kansas City Chiefs, on the set of the new game show "Are You Smarter Than a Celebrity." (Adam Rose/Prime Video via AP)
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            This image released by FX shows Niecy Nash, left, and Travis Kelce in a scene from the series "Grotesquerie." (Prashant Gupta/FX via AP)
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            This image released by FX shows Travis Kelce, center, and Niecy Nash, right, during the filming of the series "Grotesquerie." (Prashant Gupta/FX via AP)
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            This image released by Prime Video shows NFL football player Travis Kelce, of the Kansas City Chiefs, center, hosting the new game show "Are You Smarter Than a Celebrity." (Adam Rose/Prime Video via AP)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 5

                                    
                                    This image released by FX shows Niecy Nash, left, and Travis Kelce in a scene from the series "Grotesquerie." (Prashant Gupta/FX via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            This image released by FX shows Travis Kelce, center, and Niecy Nash, right, during the filming of the series "Grotesquerie." (Prashant Gupta/FX via AP)
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            This image released by Prime Video shows NFL football player Travis Kelce, of the Kansas City Chiefs, center, hosting the new game show "Are You Smarter Than a Celebrity." (Adam Rose/Prime Video via AP)
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                                        Travis Kelce plays a flirty nurse with swagger on FX's series "Grotesquerie," landed a cameo in "Happy Gilmore 2", and hosts a new game show. If Hollywood's calling, he'll take the meeting -- with one caveat. Football comes first.
"I still love coming in to work, getting after it, and chasing championships," said the Kansas City Chiefs tight end over Zoom. "That's what I've always dreamt of doing. But in the off-season, I do like to dabble around."
He wants to see where he's most comfortable adding, "I think you'll see me continue to find my lane."

    


On Oct. 16, Kelce debuts as the host of "Are You Smarter than a Celebrity?" on Prime Video. Adult contestants answer elementary-level questions as celebrities like comedians Ron Funches and Nikki Glaser, "Vanderpump Rules" cast member Lala Kent, or former football player Chad "Ochocinco" Johnson help with the answer. The final question is from the 6th grade and worth $100,000.
Growing up, Kelce would regularly watch game shows with his older brother Jason, a former center for the Philadelphia Eagles. They were big fans of Nickelodeon's "Double Dare" and "Legends of the Hidden Temple" plus classics like "Family Feud" and "Price is Right." "When it was time for "Jeopardy!", he says their dad, Ed, "stole the remote and took over the room."




In an interview, Kelce spoke more about the show, his first love of football -- but sorry Swifties, didn't discuss his relationship with Taylor Swift. Answers have been edited for clarity and length.

    


AP: What was the hardest part about hosting a game show?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

KELCE: Taking control of the atmosphere was probably the biggest challenge. You have to make sure that everybody understands the rules and where they're at in the game.
AP: You're used to playing high-energy football. There is a lot of waiting on sets and repetitive takes. Was the change of pace a challenge?

    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


KELCE: It's a completely different world, 100%. I had to pick and choose when I had caffeine. Typically, I just drink it in the morning and I keep it going but I had to space it out throughout the day so I had the same energy all day long.

    


AP: Have you watched any of the episodes yet? If so, what did you think?
KELCE: I'll definitely watch but I'm actually terrified of watching myself in situations like this but I'll turn it on to critique myself. I'm my own worst critic. I can only see the bad that I do in anything, even on the football field.
AP: Which subject on the show would you have the hardest time with?
KELCE: There's an astronomy category. I didn't know anything about that and I still don't. On top of that, I didn't even know that was taught in elementary school.

    


AP: You co-host a popular podcast with your brother. Has that success given you more confidence as a personality, so-to-speak?
KELCE: I've always been genuinely myself. I think I get that from my parents and my upbringing. Just be confident in who you are, knowing that you live by good ethics, good morals, good judgment and things like that. I also had a whole lot of fun hosting "SNL" a few years ago and I think that kind of catapulted me into where I am.
AP: Who is a celebrity you'd like to see on "Are You Smarter than a Celebrity?"
KELCE: My brother Jason would absolutely kill it on this show. Without a doubt if there's one person I would recommend for it, it's definitely Jason. He would have fun and have some creative answers even if he didn't know the real answer.
AP: Football question. Did you ever want to play another position other than tight end?

KELCE: I'm a quarterback at heart. I can't throw anymore but I loved having the ball in my hands every single play. Over the course of my career, I've found that tight end just kind of suits my athleticism and my mentality better. I'm not a guy that likes to live by a lot of rules or have a lot of parameters and you need that to be a quarterback.
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1. "Counting Miracles" by Nicholas Sparks (Random House)
2. "When the Moon Hatched" by Sarah A. Parker (Avon)
3. "Intermezzo" by Sally Rooney (FSG)
4. "Beach Read (deluxe ed.)" by Emily Henry (Berkley)
5. "Lies He Told Me" by Patterson/Ellis (Little, Brown)
6. "Triangle" by Danielle Steel (Delacorte)
7. "MrBallen Presents: Strange, Dark & Mysterious" by MrBallen/Mutti (Ten Speed Graphic)
8. "The Book of Bill" by Alex Hirsch (Hyperion Avenue)
9. "The Women" by Kristin Hannah (St. Martin's)
10. "Lore Olympus (Vol. 7)" by Rachel Smythe (Inklore)
11. "The Mighty Red" by Louise Erdrich (Harper)
12. "Iron Flame" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
13. "Here One Moment" by Liane Moriarty (Crown)
14. "A Song to Drown Rivers (deluxe ed.)" by Ann Liang (St. Martin's)
15. "The Life Impossible" by Matt Haig (Viking)
____
HARDCOVER NON-FICTION
1. "Be Ready When the Luck Happens" by Ina Garten (Crown)

    


2. "Revenge of the Tipping Point" by Malcolm Gladwell (Little, Brown)
3. "The Message" by Ta-Nehisi Coates (One World)
4. "The Coming Golden Age" by David Jeremiah (Thomas Nelson)
5. "Black Saturday" by Trey Yingst (Harper Influence)


6. "Good Energy" by Casey Means (Avery)
7. "Confronting the Presidents" by O'Reilly/Dugard (St. Martin's)
8. "Salt Hank: A Five Napkin Situation" by Henry Laporte (Simon Element)
9. "The Dragon's Prophecy" by Jonathan Cahn (Frontline)
10. "Good Lookin' Cookin'" by Parton/George (Ten Speed)

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

11. "The Anxious Generation" by Jonathan Haidt (Penguin Press)
12. "Does This Taste Funny?" by Colbert/McGee Colbert (Celadon)
13. "Heal Your Gut, Save Your Brain" by Partha Nandi (Mayo Clinic)
14. "Nexus" by Yuval Noah Harari (Random House)
15. "Truths" by Vivek Ramaswamy (Threshold)
____
TRADE PAPERBACK BESTSELLERS
1. "The Boyfriend" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
2. "Fourth Wing" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
3. "The Cinnamon Bun Book Store" by Laurie Gilmore (One More Chapter)

    


4. "The Housemaid Is Watching" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
5. "My Hero Academia, Vol. 39" by Kohei Horikoshi (Viz)
6. "Demon Copperhead" by Barbara Kingsolver (Harper Perennial)
7. "The Perfect Son" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
8. "Haunting Adeline" by H.D. Carlton (Zando)
9. "Kaiju No. 8, Vol. 11" by Naoya Matsumoto (Viz)
10. "The Inmate" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
11. "Hunting Adeline" by H.D. Carlton (Zando)
12. "Holly" by Stephen King (Scribner)
13. "Lights Out" by Navessa Allen (Slowburn)
14. "Never Lie" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
15. "It Ends with Us" by Colleen Hoover (Atria)
_____
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            Abou Sangare, lead actor in "Souleymane's Story," poses for photographs after a premiere at the Louxor cinema in Paris, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- A few months ago, Abou Sangare was an anonymous, 23-year-old Guinean immigrant lacking permanent legal status in northern France and, like thousands of others, fighting deportation.
Now a lead actor in "Souleymane's Story," an award-winning feature film that hit French theaters this week, his face is on every street corner and in subway stations, bus stops and newspapers.
The film and Sangare's sudden success are casting light on irregular migration in France just as its new government is taking a harder line on the issue. It is vowing to make it harder for immigrants lacking permanent legal status to stay and easier for France to expel them.
Sangare plays a young asylum-seeker who works as a Paris delivery man, weaving his bicycle through traffic in the City of Light. In a case of life imitating art, Sangare's future also hangs in the balance. Like the character he portrays, Sangare is hoping to persuade French officials to grant him residency and abandon their efforts to force him to leave.

    


"When I see Souleymane sitting in the French Office for the Protection of Refugees and Stateless Persons, I put myself in his place, because I know what it's like to wait for your (identification) papers here in France, to be in this situation -- the stress, the anxiety," Sangare told The Associated Press in an interview. 




"Like me, Souleymane finds himself in an environment that he doesn't know."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sangare says he left Guinea at age 15 in 2016 to help his sick mother. He first went to Algeria, then Libya, where he was jailed and treated "as a slave" after a failed crossing attempt. Italy was next, and he eventually set foot in France in May 2017.
His request to be recognized as a minor was turned down, but he was able to study at high school and trained as a car mechanic -- a skill in demand in France. Recently, he was offered full-time employment at a workshop in Amiens, a northern French town that has been his home for seven years and which, incidentally, was French President Emmanuel Macron's hometown, too.

    


But Sangare cannot accept the job because of his illegal status. He's unsuccessfully applied three times for papers and lives with a deportation order over his head.
Critics say deportation orders have been increasingly used by successive governments.
"We are the country in Europe that produces most expulsion procedures, far ahead of other countries," said Serge Slama, a professor in public law at the University of Grenoble.
But their use -- more than 130,000 deportations were ordered in 2023 -- is "highly inefficient," he added, because many of the orders aren't or cannot for legal reasons be carried out.
Interior Minister Bruno Retailleau says about 10% of people targeted for deportation end up leaving.
Retailleau, appointed in France's new government of conservatives and centrists last month, is making immigration control a priority.
He wants more immigrants lacking permanent legal status to be held in detention centers and for longer periods, and is leaning on regional administrators to get tough.

    


He also says he wants to reduce the number of foreigners entering France by making it "less attractive," including squeezing social benefits for them.
Mathilde Buffiere, who works with immigrants in administrative detention centers with the nonprofit Groupe SOS Solidarites, says officials are spending "less and less time" reviewing immigrants' residency applications before holding them in detention centers. 
In Sangare's case, his life took a turn last year when he met filmmaker Boris Lojkine. Several auditions led to him getting the film's lead role.
Sangare won Best Actor at the Cannes Film Festival's "Un Certain Regard" competition this year. 
But a more meaningful prize might be on the horizon: After Cannes, government officials emailed Sangare, inviting him to renew his residency application.

Responding to AP questions, French authorities said the deportation order against Sangare "remains legally in force" but added that officials reexamined his case because of steps he's taken to integrate. 
"I think the film did that," Sangare told AP. 
"You need a residency permit to be able to turn your life around here. My life will change the day I have my papers," he said.
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            Muni Long says she's processing "trauma and drama" through her sophomore album "Revenge." The R&B star says she's balancing career success with struggles in her personal life. (Oct. 9) (AP production and interview by Gary Gerard Hamilton)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Muni Long is keenly aware of the preciousness of time and its unpredictability. In some ways, the weight of the concept is intertwined within her music with songs like "30s," "Time Machine" and her megahit "Hrs & Hrs." Life can move at an unforgiving pace, so the Grammy winner works as if her career is on borrowed time.

"Years ago, I had an opportunity to work with Kendrick (Lamar) and I was working with another artist. And so, I just kept pushing it back, like 'Can we move that session?' This was before he had 'Swimming Pools' ... and then, he blew up," recalled the Grammy-winning songstress. "I understand what that feels like to feel like you missed out on something or feel like you won't get an opportunity like that again... I will never forget that, ever."

Carpe diem is always top of mind for Long who recently released her latest project, "Revenge," the follow-up to her 2022 debut "Public Displays of Affection: The Album," which earned a best R&B performance Grammy for "Hrs & Hrs." Her newest work has defied sophomore slump. "Made for Me," the viral, tenderhearted ballad, ambiguously inspired by her baby son, reached No. 20 on the Billboard Hot 100 and stayed at No. 1 on the R&B/Hip-Hop Airplay for seven weeks. (Long revealed this week that the massive hit isn't eligible for Grammys consideration due to the timing of its release.)

    



As R&B has experienced a mainstream resurgence, Long is recognized as one of the genre's flagbearers fueling its comeback.

"I definitely can tell the impact that I have on culture ... and it's not just a certain demographic. It's children. It's older women. It's Christian groups -- sometimes they don't be listening to secular music like that, (but) they listen to mine," said Long. "They even sing in the pulpit sometimes: 'I could praise you for hours.' It's incredible - even 'Made for Me' as well."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Cutting through the present era of vibey, party-first R&B and the dominant melodic rap climate with a more back-to-basics, emotions-on-your-sleeve sound, many fans and critics believe the 14-track project, which includes writing from industry titans like The Dream, Jermaine Dupri, Bryan-Michael Cox and Tricky Stewart, and a feature from rap star GloRilla, is one of the best R&B releases of the year. Long believes it, too.

    



"We really put a lot of effort into this music. We were intentional about the instruments, about the lyrics. This is one of the first times I went back and tweaked lyrics," said Long, whose "Make Me Forget" hit No. 1 on Billboard's adult R&B airplay chart and "Ruined Me" entered the top 10 of that chart this week. "People gravitate towards light and love... I believe in fairy tales."





But not all fairy tales result in happily ever afters. While rolling out the album, Long revealed that her nearly decade-long marriage to husband and business partner Raysean Hairston was rocky. Her marital woes, along with proving to industry naysayers that her viral hits and talent are not flukes, set the tone for the project -- opting for happiness over bitterness -- making it even more personal than her first album.

    



"There's some songs I just can't sing and are very difficult to listen to even. The first time I ever cried in the studio when I was making something was on that album, and I didn't like how it felt, so I didn't do it again," said the 36-year-old, reflecting on her debut. "Through therapy and counseling and prayer and meditation, all those things, I've developed tools to help me feel my feelings and sit with issues that I may be having -- trauma and drama as I like to call it -- and process it. And this album is a way for me to process."

Long recently wrapped up select dates on Chris Brown's 11:11 Tour and is working through her marriage woes. Peace is her goal, she said, adding that her lupus diagnosis is not conducive to stress. Long points out that she hasn't used the term divorce, but "when you talk about ending something, there are so many different ways that people have done that." The talented singer-songwriter spent more than 15 years behind the scenes as Priscilla Renea, penning hits for powerhouses like Mariah Carey, Rihanna, Ariana Grande and Kelly Clarkson before rebranding herself as Muni Long in 2020. Yet, growing frustrated with industry politics and unsure if solo success would be hers, Long nearly walked way.

    




"At the end of the day, it's about not quitting. It's about not giving up. Eventually, time will show you that the reason why you're getting these things is because you were prepared," said Long. "In the beginning, I was entitled. I thought that because I was talented, people should give me things. And now, on the other side, I work for everything."

___

Follow Associated Press entertainment journalist Gary Gerard Hamilton at: @GaryGHamilton on all his social media platforms.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/muni-long-revenge-9fa557df294189349ae9765c16a47ad8
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            Tourism in Orlando is coming to a standstill ahead of Hurricane Milton's expected hit as a major storm in Florida. With big theme parks closed, some visitors are planning to ride out the storm in their hotels.
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            Tourists walk along Universal Orlando Resort city walk before the park closed early for the arrival of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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            Tourists exit Universal Orlando Resort as they were closing early for the arrival of Hurricane Milton Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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            Guests weather early bands of rain from Hurricane Milton at the Magic Kingdom at Walt Disney World in Bay Lake, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (Joe Burbank/Orlando Sentinel via AP)
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            The entrance to the Magic Kingdom theme park is shown empty shortly before they closed because of the arrival of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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            Tourists exit the Disney Springs entertainment complex before the arrival of Hurricane Milton, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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            Tourists walk past a sandbagged store entrance as they exit the Disney Springs entertainment complex before the arrival of Hurricane Milton Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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            Tourists take in a last minute visit to Disney Springs entertainment complex before the arrival of Hurricane Milton Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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            Guests weather early bands of rain from Hurricane Milton at the Magic Kingdom at Walt Disney World in Bay Lake, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. All four of Disney's Florida theme parks closed early Wednesday due to the forecast track of the storm. (Joe Burbank/Orlando Sentinel via AP)
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            Guests weather early bands of rain from Hurricane Milton at the Magic Kingdom at Walt Disney World in Bay Lake, Fla., Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. All four of Disney's Florida theme parks closed early Wednesday due to the forecast track of the storm. (Joe Burbank/Orlando Sentinel via AP)
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    Stay up to date: Follow AP's live coverage of Hurricane Milton and the 2024 hurricane season.


    


ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) -- Tourism in Orlando rapidly came to a standstill Wednesday with the main airport and at least three theme parks and other businesses set to shut down, leaving Florida residents and visitors fleeing Hurricane Milton to hunker down in area hotels.
Milton, which is expected to come ashore late Wednesday as a major storm, threatened to ruin the vacations of tens of thousands of tourists who came to Orlando to visit the likes of Walt Disney World, Universal Orlando and SeaWorld, or partake in October festivities like Universal's Halloween Horror Nights. Disney and Universal were due to close Wednesday afternoon while SeaWorld did not open at all. All are expected to remain closed on Thursday.
Orlando International Airport, the nation's seventh busiest and Florida's most trafficked, ceased operations Wednesday morning.

    


The closures tempered expectations for some tourists while the impending storm raised some anxiety in others. 
Linda and Bob Shaffer from northeast Pennsylvania said they had stocked up on pizza, peanut butter, drinks, flashlights and a deck of cards at their rental condo. They decided to walk around the resort's entertainment hours before they planned to hole up during the hurricane. 




"We're just killing time until we have to stare at each other for the next 24 hours," Linda Shaffer said.
Meanwhile, the soggy weather didn't faze Serena Hedrick or her 16-year-old son, Corey, as they headed into Universal Studios on Wednesday. Corey had been worried about what could happen during their first hurricane but was comforted by the promise from their hotel of nonstop movies, kids' activities and food. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It is what it is," Serena Hedrick said.
The Osborne family traveled from Memphis two days early so they could have almost two days at the theme parks before Milton hit. Alexander Osborne said other relatives decided not to join because of the storm, but he wasn't worried about experiencing his first hurricane.

    


"It's not dangerous to be here now, and I want to spend time and enjoy what we can because we are going to be in our hotel rooms for the next few days, he said.
Fifteen-year-old Nicholas Gutowski said he was putting his faith in Disney's infrastructure at the hotel where he and his sister were staying.
"It's definitely scary but Disney has backup power," he said.
Originally from Texas but currently living in Tennessee, Gutowski and his sister, Joy Blackburn, 26, crammed two Disney theme park visits into one day, knowing time was ticking down before the theme parks closed.
While theme park visitors squeezed in a few more hours Wednesday, workers in a parking garage at Universal Orlando hugged each other goodbye and wished each other good luck in the hours before Milton was supposed to make landfall.
The Orlando area is the most visited destination in the United States due to Disney World, Universal and other attractions, drawing 74 million tourists last year alone.
Halloween-related celebrations have also made October one of the busiest and most lucrative times for theme parks.

    


While Disney rarely shuts its doors, its hotels are often havens for coastal residents fleeing storms. A check of Disney World's online reservation system on Tuesday showed no vacancies.

Hurricanes in the Orlando area are not unheard of. There were three that crossed the Orlando area in 2004 - Charley, Frances and Jeanne. Hurricane Irma in 2017 tracked just west of metro Orlando, and Hurricane Ian plowed through the area as a downgraded tropical storm in 2022, causing flooding in some spots.
___
Follow Mike Schneider on the social platform X: @MikeSchneiderAP.
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            A Nazi-looted Claude Monet pastel has been returned to descendants of the man who owned it when it was seized in Austria decades ago. The pastel was sold off to support the Third Reich, but the family got the artwork back Wednesday at the FBI field office in New Orleans. (October 9) (AP Video: Stephen Smith)
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            Francoise Parlagi, center, and Helen Lowe, far left, descendants of the original owners the Claude Monet painting entitled "Bord de Mer," smile as it is returned to them at the FBI New Orleans office on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Bridget Vita-Schlamp, center, and her daughter, Jacqueline, left, chat with New Orleans Special Agent in Charge Lyonel Myrthil as the Claude Monet painting, left, is returned to the descendants of its original owners at the FBI New Orleans office on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            FBI agents stand next to the 1865 Claude Monet painting entitled "Bord de Mer" before being returned to the descendants of the original owners during a ceremony at the New Orleans FBI office, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            This Claude Monet painting entitled "Bord de Mer" is returned to descendants of the man who owned it when it was seized in Austria decades ago at the New Orleans FBI office, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            FBI agents uncover a Claude Monet painting as it is unveiled to the descendants of its original owners at the FBI New Orleans office on Wednesday, October 9, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 8 | 
            Helen Lowe, left, one of the descendants of the original owners of the Claude Monet painting entitled "Bord de Mer," looks at it as it is unveiled and returned to her family at the FBI New Orleans office on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            New Orleans Special Agent in Charge Lyonel Myrthil, right, and First Assistant U.S. Attorney Michael Simpson, left, look at the Claude Monet painting as it is unveiled to the descendants of its original owners at the FBI New Orleans office on Wednesday, October 9, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            This Claude Monet painting entitled "Bord de Mer" is returned to descendants of the man who owned it when it was seized in Austria decades ago at the New Orleans FBI office, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            FBI agents uncover a Claude Monet painting as it is unveiled to the descendants of its original owners at the FBI New Orleans office on Wednesday, October 9, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Helen Lowe, left, one of the descendants of the original owners of the Claude Monet painting entitled "Bord de Mer," looks at it as it is unveiled and returned to her family at the FBI New Orleans office on Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- On the eve of World War II, Nazis in Austria seized a pastel by renowned impressionist artist Claude Monet, selling it off and sparking a family's decadeslong search that culminated Wednesday in New Orleans. 
At an FBI field office, agents lifted a blue veil covering the Monet pastel and presented Adalbert Parlagi's granddaughters with the artwork over 80 years after it was taken from their family. Helen Lowe said she felt that her grandfather would be watching and that he would be "so, so proud of this moment." 
Monet's 1865 "Bord de Mer" depicts rocks along the shoreline of the Normandy coast, where Allied forces stormed the beaches of Nazi-occupied France during "D-Day" in 1944, marking a turning point in the war. The Monet pastel is one of 20,000 items recovered by the FBI Art Crime Team out of an estimated 600,000 artworks and millions of books and religious objects stolen by the Nazis.

    


"The theft was not random or incidental, but an integral part of the Nazis' plan to eliminate all vestiges of Jewish life in Germany and Europe, root and branch," U.S. State Department Holocaust adviser Stuart E. Eizenstat said in a March speech.




After Nazi Germany annexed Austria in 1938, Adalbert Parlagi, a successful businessman and art-lover, and his wife, Hilda, left behind almost everything they owned and fled Vienna, using British license plates to drive across the border, their granddaughters said. Though the Parlagis hadn't identified as Jewish for years and baptized their children as Protestants, they were still considered Jewish under Nazi laws, according to Austrian government records. Other relatives were killed in concentration camps. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Parlagis attempted to ship their valuable carpets, porcelain and artworks out of Vienna to London, but found out later that their property had been seized and auctioned off by the Gestapo to support the Third Reich.

    


Multiple international declarations decried trading in Nazi-looted art, beginning with Allied forces in London in 1943. The 1998 Washington principles, signed by more than three dozen countries, reiterated the call and advocated for the return of stolen art.
Yet Adalbert Parlagi's efforts were stonewalled by the Vienna auctioneer who had bought and sold the Monet pastel and another artwork owned by Parlagi. The records were lost after the fighting in Vienna, the auctioneer told Adalbert in a letter shortly after World War II, according to an English translation of a document prepared by an Austrian government body reviewing the Parlagi family's art restitution claims.
"I also cannot remember two such pictures either," the auctioneer said.
Many survivors of World War II and their descendants ultimately give up trying to recover their lost artwork because of the difficulties they face, said Anne Webber, co-founder of the London-based nonprofit Commission for Looted Art in Europe, which has recovered more than 3,500 looted artworks. 
"You have to just constantly, constantly, constantly look," Webber said. 

    


Adalbert Parlagi and his son Franz kept meticulous ownership and search records. After Franz's death in 2012, Francoise Parlagi stumbled upon her father's cache of documents, including the original receipt from her grandfather's purchase of the Monet pastel. She reached out to Webber's commission for help in 2014. 
The commission's research team reviewed archives and receipts, contacted museums and art experts and scoured the internet, but initially found "absolutely no trace," Webber said. Then, in 2021, the team discovered online that a New Orleans dealer acquired the Monet in 2017 and sold it to a Louisiana-based doctor and his wife. 
The FBI investigated the commission's research and, earlier this year, a federal court ruled the pastel should be returned to the Parlagis' descendants. 
"There was never a question" of returning the art to the rightful owners after learning of its sordid history, said Bridget Vita-Schlamp, whose late husband had purchased the Monet pastel. 
"We were shocked, I'm not going to lie," she said. 

    


The family recovered another work in March from the Austrian government but there are still six more artworks missing, including from acclaimed artists Camille Pissarro and Paul Signac. The U.S. is likely the "largest illegal art market in the world," said Kristin Koch, supervisory special agent with the FBI's Art Crime Program.
The art world has a greater responsibility to investigate the origins of artworks and a moral obligation to return looted works to their rightful owners, Webber said.
"They represent the life and the lives that were taken," Webber said. "They represent the world that they were exiled from."
The granddaughters of Adalbert and Hilda Parlagi say they are grateful for what they have already gotten back. Francoise Parlagi, a broad smile on her face, said she hoped to hang a copy of the pastel in her home. She said the moment felt "unreal."

    


"So many families are in this situation. Maybe they haven't even been trying to recover because they don't believe, they think this might not be possible," she said. "Let us be hope for other families."
__________

Jack Brook is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues. Follow Brook on the social platform X: @jack_brook96.
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                    FILE - Music mogul and entrepreneur Sean "Diddy" Combs arrives at the Billboard Music Awards, May 15, 2022, in Las Vegas. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Sean 'Diddy' Combs wants to go to trial on sex trafficking charges next spring, lawyers for the jailed hip-hop mogul told a judge on Wednesday.
His preference for a trial in April or May was mentioned in a joint letter in which his lawyers and prosecutors advised a judge about what they expect to discuss at a hearing on Thursday in Manhattan federal court. Prosecutors said they will be available for trial but did not specify when they want it to occur.
Combs, 54, has been locked up since his Sept. 16 arrest on charges alleging that he has physically and sexually abused women for years. He has pleaded not guilty.
The indictment alleges Combs coerced and abused women with the aid of a network of associates and employees, while using blackmail and violent acts including kidnapping, arson and physical beatings to keep victims from speaking out.

    


His lawyer, Marc Agnifilo, has said prosecutors are seeking to criminalize consensual sex that his client has engaged in.
He has said Combs plans to clear his name at trial.
The letter submitted to Judge Arun Subramanian, who is expected to preside over the trial, contained no mention of continued detention without bail for Combs after two other judges in separate proceedings concluded that no bail conditions could ensure the community would be protected if Combs was released.




Late Tuesday, lawyers for Combs asked the 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Manhattan in court papers to reverse the detention orders and permit his release pending trial.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Judge Andrew L. Carter Jr., who has since recused himself from the case, concluded after a lengthy bail hearing three weeks ago that prosecutors had presented "clear and convincing evidence" that Combs is a danger to the community because he might obstruct the ongoing investigation or tamper with witnesses.
Lawyers for Combs, though, argued in their appeals papers that Carter had rejected a proposed $50 million bail package that would include home detention for "purely speculative reasons."

    


"Indeed, hardly a risk of flight, he is a 54-year-old father of seven, a U.S. citizen, an extraordinarily successful artist, businessman, and philanthropist, and one of the most recognizable people on earth," the lawyers wrote.
They said Carter had "endorsed the government's exaggerated rhetoric and ordered Mr. Combs detained."
In their joint letter submitted in advance of Thursday's hearing, prosecutors said they have begun turning over to defense lawyers some of the "voluminous" evidence in the case, including portions of several terabytes of material that contains electronically stored information from Combs and others.

Among items already turned over are a complete set of search warrants in the case, along with a phone of Combs that was seized in March and reports on two of his iCloud accounts, they said. Prosecutors told the judge that the government has begun copying over 40 devices and five other iCloud accounts belonging to Combs.
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                    FILE - French President Emmanuel Macron and his wife Brigitte Macron wait for China's President Xi Jinping and his wife Peng Liyuan at the Elysee Palace, Monday, May 6, 2024 in Paris. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, File)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- French President Emmanuel Macron says he's "super proud" of a cameo appearance by his wife, Brigitte, in the fourth season of the Netflix show "Emily in Paris" but doesn't seem keen to make a guest appearance of his own.
"I'm less attractive than Brigitte," the French leader said in an interview with Variety, published Wednesday, when asked if he'd been invited to make an appearance.
France's first lady plays herself in one of the new season's episodes.
"I was super proud and she was very happy to do so," Macron told Variety. "It's just a few minutes, but I think it was a very good moment first for her."
"I think it's good for the image of France," he said and added that the show is "super positive in terms of attractiveness for the country."
"So for my own business, it's a very good initiative," Macron said. ,

Lily Collins, who plays Emily, previously told The Associated Press that Brigitte Macron was "a big fan of the show." The first lady invited her and Darren Star, the series' creator, to meet a few years ago and shared her desire to appear on the show, Collins said.

    


"She was so kind and warm and welcoming and she was so enthusiastic about the show," Collins said. "Having her on set was so fun." 




In the second part of season four, Emily heads to Italy for a holiday. 
But Rome, be warned: Macron wants Emily Cooper, the show's main character, to come back to the French capital in future seasons.
"We will fight hard. And we will ask them to remain," Macron said in video excerpts of the interview published on Variety.com.
"'Emily in Paris' in Roma doesn't make sense," he added.
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            FILE - Riley Keough, left, and her mother Lisa Marie Presley arrive at the 24th annual ELLE Women in Hollywood Awards on Oct. 16, 2017, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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            This cover image released by Random House shows "From Here to the Great Unknown" by Lisa Marie Presley and Riley Keough. (Random House via AP)
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            FILE - Riley Keough, left, and her mother Lisa Marie Presley arrive at the 24th annual ELLE Women in Hollywood Awards on Oct. 16, 2017, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    FILE - Riley Keough, left, and her mother Lisa Marie Presley arrive at the 24th annual ELLE Women in Hollywood Awards on Oct. 16, 2017, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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            This cover image released by Random House shows "From Here to the Great Unknown" by Lisa Marie Presley and Riley Keough. (Random House via AP)
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                                        Riley Keough was quick to agree to help complete her mother's memoir. She thought they'd write it together, reflecting on her extraordinary upbringing and life, but it became a much greater responsibility after Lisa Marie Presley'ssudden death in 2023.
Finishing the task her mother -- the only child of Elvis and Priscilla Presley and a recording artist in her own right -- had started years earlier elicited "all kinds of emotions," Keough said in an interview with The Associated Press ahead of the book's release Tuesday.
"It just felt like a kind of a duty that I had to complete for her," Keough said. "I'm just happy that it's done and that it'll be in the world and there for people to read."
"From Here to the Great Unknown" is named in a nod to the moving lyrics of Presley's "Where No One Stands Alone," a song Lisa Marie recorded as a duet with her father over 50 years after he first released it and over 40 years after his death.

    


The book, which is Oprah Winfrey's latest book club selection, touches on themes of "love and loss and grief and mothers and daughters and addiction," Keough said, adding it was conceived as a way for Lisa Marie to tell her story in her own words and connect with others.




Much of the book is indeed in Lisa Marie's words, as Keough faithfully listened to recordings of her mother recounting memories and experiences both big and small. Lisa Marie wrote openly about the day her father died, her relationship with her mother, her marriage to Michael Jackson, her struggles with addiction and her son Benjamin's death in 2020, among many other parts of her life.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Although Lisa Marie's life had been tabloid fodder since days after her birth, her memoir details intimate moments at Graceland, including how she feared for Presley's health as a young girl. In the chapter titled "He's Gone," she wrote that as a child, she often worried about her father dying and even wrote a poem with the line "I hope my daddy doesn't die."

    


She also wrote that Graceland became a "free-for-all" the day of Presley's death in 1977, with those at the house taking jewelry and personal items "before he was even pronounced dead."
Lisa Marie's frank writing extends into the section focused on her headline-making marriage to Jackson from 1994 to 1996. She wrote that Jackson confessed his love for her while she was still married to Keough, and that him wanting to have children with her, along with his increasing reliance on prescription medications, is what fractured their relationship.
Keough said hearing her mother's voice in the recordings was at times "heartbreaking," but she enjoyed listening to happy memories, like how her parents met and fell in love. Keough is one of two children Lisa Marie had with her first husband, musician Danny Keough, along with their late son Benjamin.
"It makes me want to tell everyone to talk to their parents and record them telling all the stories about how they met and all these things because it's just very cool to have," she said. 
Keough's role was to fill in parts of Lisa Marie's story that she hadn't gotten to before her death in January 2023 from a small bowel obstruction caused by bariatric surgery she had years prior. Some of those gaps included lighter moments and happy memories from her mother's adult life. 

    


"Until my mom's addiction, really, which was when I was 25, I think we would all say that we had a really beautiful and exceptionally lucky and wonderful life," Keough said. "I wouldn't define our lives, collectively, as a tragedy. I think that there is so much more."
And while those funnier, lighthearted moments, like Lisa Marie zipping through Graceland on her golf cart and Keough playing hooky from school to hang out with her mother, are detailed throughout the book, Keough said Lisa Marie wanted to write about grief and about the loss of her son.
Writing about her experience grieving her brother and detailing his death by suicide "wasn't something that came super naturally" to Keough, but she said she knew her mother wouldn't have shied away from it. Lisa Marie wrote that she wanted to honor her son by sparking frank conversations about suicide, addiction and mental health.

    


"How do I heal?" Lisa Marie writes in the book. "By helping people."
For Keough, much of her life now has revolved around learning to live with grief and cope with the monumental losses she's faced. 
"My last four years has just been grief, like so much grief. But it's just something that I walk around with. You just have a broken heart, and that's just the way it is, and you just learn to live with these holes and the sadness and the pain and the love and the yearning and the missing and the confusion and all of it," Keough said. "It's very complicated. I think that you just have to try and allow it to be there."
While being the daughter of the King of Rock & Roll and much of Lisa Marie's life consisted of singular experiences, but Keough said all her mother wanted through her memoir to "connect with people on a human level.

"Her goal was to tell her story so that people could relate and feel less alone in the world, which is why I think we tell stories," Keough said. "So, that's my goal."
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            An elaborate implosion leveled two hotel towers of the legendary Tropicana in Las Vegas in a matter of seconds Wednesday morning.
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            Fireworks are launched before the Tropicana Las Vegas towers are imploded, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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            The Tropicana Las Vegas hotel tower is imploded Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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            Tropicana Las Vegas hotel towers are imploded Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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            The Tropicana Las Vegas hotel tower is imploded Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 21 | 
            The Tropicana Las Vegas hotel tower is imploded Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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            Fireworks are launched before the Tropicana Las Vegas towers are imploded Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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            FILE - People walk outside of the Tropicana hotel-casino Thursday, March 28, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            FILE - People stand outside of the Tropicana Las Vegas, Tuesday, May 16, 2023, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            FILE - People take pictures before the closing of the Tropicana hotel-casino, Tuesday, April 2, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            FILE - Sunlight illuminates a sign at the Tropicana hotel and casino on Aug. 4, 2015, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            FILE - - Stained glass covers the ceiling at the Tropicana Resort & Casino on Wednesday, March 28, 2007, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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            FILE - People walk through the casino floor at the Tropicana hotel-casino Friday, March 29, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            FILE - Wayne Newton poses on the red carpet for the grand opening of his new Las Vegas show, "Once Before I Go," Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2009, at The Tropicana Hotel and Casino. (AP Photo/Eric Jamison, File)
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            FILE - Actress Rhonda Fleming blossoms out as a singer and dancer in the first night club appearance of her career at the New Tropicana hotel, on May 20, 1957, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Smith, File)
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            FILE - Shut down slot machines adorn the casino floor in preparation for closing the Tropicana hotel-casino Friday, March 29, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 21 | 
            FILE - Lights adorn vacant rooms at the Tropicana hotel-casino Thursday, March 28, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            FILE - People stand on a pedestrian bridge by the Tropicana hotel and casino, Aug. 4, 2015, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            FILE - Cars drive by the Tropicana hotel-casino along the Las Vegas Strip, Thursday, March 28, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            FILE - Tropicana general manager Airk Knowles, right, embraces an employee at the Tropicana hotel-casino after the property closed, Tuesday, April 2, 2024, slated for demolition in October to make room for a $1.5 billion baseball stadium, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            FILE - A tattered fabric hangs from a cabana at the shuttered pool area at the Tropicana hotel-casino Friday, March 29, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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        Las Vegas says goodbye to the Tropicana with a flashy casino implosion
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                                    An elaborate implosion leveled two hotel towers of the legendary Tropicana in Las Vegas in a matter of seconds Wednesday morning.
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            Fireworks are launched before the Tropicana Las Vegas towers are imploded, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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            The Tropicana Las Vegas hotel tower is imploded Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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            Tropicana Las Vegas hotel towers are imploded Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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                                    Tropicana Las Vegas hotel towers are imploded Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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            The Tropicana Las Vegas hotel tower is imploded Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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            The Tropicana Las Vegas hotel tower is imploded Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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            Fireworks are launched before the Tropicana Las Vegas towers are imploded Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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            FILE - People walk outside of the Tropicana hotel-casino Thursday, March 28, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            FILE - People stand outside of the Tropicana Las Vegas, Tuesday, May 16, 2023, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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                                    FILE - People stand outside of the Tropicana Las Vegas, Tuesday, May 16, 2023, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            FILE - People take pictures before the closing of the Tropicana hotel-casino, Tuesday, April 2, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            FILE - Sunlight illuminates a sign at the Tropicana hotel and casino on Aug. 4, 2015, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            FILE - - Stained glass covers the ceiling at the Tropicana Resort & Casino on Wednesday, March 28, 2007, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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            FILE - People walk through the casino floor at the Tropicana hotel-casino Friday, March 29, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            FILE - Wayne Newton poses on the red carpet for the grand opening of his new Las Vegas show, "Once Before I Go," Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2009, at The Tropicana Hotel and Casino. (AP Photo/Eric Jamison, File)
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            FILE - Actress Rhonda Fleming blossoms out as a singer and dancer in the first night club appearance of her career at the New Tropicana hotel, on May 20, 1957, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Smith, File)
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            FILE - Shut down slot machines adorn the casino floor in preparation for closing the Tropicana hotel-casino Friday, March 29, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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                                    FILE - Shut down slot machines adorn the casino floor in preparation for closing the Tropicana hotel-casino Friday, March 29, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 21 | 
            FILE - Lights adorn vacant rooms at the Tropicana hotel-casino Thursday, March 28, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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                                    FILE - Lights adorn vacant rooms at the Tropicana hotel-casino Thursday, March 28, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            FILE - People stand on a pedestrian bridge by the Tropicana hotel and casino, Aug. 4, 2015, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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                                    FILE - People stand on a pedestrian bridge by the Tropicana hotel and casino, Aug. 4, 2015, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            FILE - Cars drive by the Tropicana hotel-casino along the Las Vegas Strip, Thursday, March 28, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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                                    FILE - Cars drive by the Tropicana hotel-casino along the Las Vegas Strip, Thursday, March 28, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            FILE - Tropicana general manager Airk Knowles, right, embraces an employee at the Tropicana hotel-casino after the property closed, Tuesday, April 2, 2024, slated for demolition in October to make room for a $1.5 billion baseball stadium, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            FILE - A tattered fabric hangs from a cabana at the shuttered pool area at the Tropicana hotel-casino Friday, March 29, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- Sin City blew a kiss goodbye to the Tropicana before first light Wednesday in an elaborate implosion that reduced to rubble the last true mob building on the Las Vegas Strip.
The Tropicana's hotel towers tumbled in a celebration that included a fireworks display. It was the first implosion in nearly a decade for a city that loves fresh starts and that has made casino implosions as much a part of its identity as gambling itself.
"What Las Vegas has done, in classic Las Vegas style, they've turned many of these implosions into spectacles," said Geoff Schumacher, historian and vice president of exhibits and programs at the Mob Museum. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        Las Vegas says goodbye to the Tropicana with a flashy casino implosion
    

    
    
    AP AUDIO: Correspondent Julie Walker reports Las Vegas blows a kiss goodbye literally to the Tropicana with a flashy casino implosion.

    

Former casino mogul Steve Wynn changed the way Las Vegas blows up casinos in 1993 with the implosion of the Dunes to make room for the Bellagio. Wynn thought not only to televise the event but created a fantastical story for the implosion that made it look like pirate ships at his other casino across the street were firing at the Dunes.

    


From then on, Schumacher said, there was a sense in Las Vegas that destruction at that magnitude was worth witnessing.




The city hasn't blown up a Strip casino since 2016, when the final tower of the Riviera was leveled for a convention center expansion.
This time, the implosion cleared land for a $1.5 billion baseball stadium for the relocating Oakland Athletics, part of the city's latest rebrand into a sports hub. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That will leave only the Flamingo from the city's mob era on the Strip. But, Schumacher said, the Flamingo's original structures are long gone. The casino was completely rebuilt in the 1990s.
The Tropicana, the third-oldest casino on the Strip, closed in April after welcoming guests for 67 years.
Once known as the "Tiffany of the Strip" for its opulence, it was a frequent haunt of the legendary Rat Pack, while its past under the mob has long cemented its place in Las Vegas lore.

    


It opened in 1957 with three stories and 300 hotel rooms split into two wings.
As Las Vegas rapidly evolved in the following decades, including a building boom of Strip megaresorts in the 1990s, the Tropicana also underwent major changes. Two hotel towers were added in later years. In 1979, the casino's beloved $1 million green-and-amber stained glass ceiling was installed above the casino floor.
The Tropicana's original low-rise hotel wings survived the many renovations, however, making it the last true mob structure on the Strip.
Behind the scenes of the casino's grand opening, the Tropicana had ties to organized crime, largely through reputed mobster Frank Costello.
Costello was shot in the head in New York weeks after the Tropicana's debut. He survived, but the investigation led police to a piece of paper in his coat pocket with the Tropicana's exact earnings figure, revealing the mob's stake in the casino.
By the 1970s, federal authorities investigating mobsters in Kansas City charged more than a dozen operatives with conspiring to skim $2 million in gambling revenue from Las Vegas casinos, including the Tropicana. Charges connected to the Tropicana alone resulted in five convictions.

    


There were no public viewing areas for the event, but fans of the Tropicana did have a chance in April to bid farewell to the vintage Vegas relic.

"Old Vegas, it's going," Joe Zappulla, a teary-eyed New Jersey resident, said at the time as he exited the casino, shortly before the locks went on the doors.
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            Donald John Trump is known as a real estate mogul, reality television star, the 45th president of the United States, and the Republican presidential nominee for the 2024 election.
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at an event marking one year since the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on Israel, Monday, Oct. 7, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin attends an extended meeting during the summit of the heads of state of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) at the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (Sergei Ilnitsky/Pool Photo via AP)
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            FILE - In this April 29, 2017, file photo journalist Bob Woodward sits at the head table during the White House Correspondents' Dinner in Washington. (AP Photo/Cliff Owen, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Donald Trump has had as many as seven private phone calls with Vladimir Putin since leaving office and secretly sent the Russian president COVID-19 test machines during the height of the pandemic, Bob Woodward reported in his new book, "War."

The famed Watergate reporter also details President Joe Biden's frustrations with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 's assortment of burner phones. The Associated Press obtained an early copy of the book, which is due out next week.

Trump denied the reporting, telling ABC News' Jonathan Karl that Woodward is "a storyteller. A bad one. And he's lost his marbles."

Trump had previously spoken to Woodward for the journalist's 2021 book, "Rage." Trump later sued over it, claiming Woodward never had permission to publicly release recordings of their interviews for the book. The publisher and Woodward denied his allegations.

    



Here is more from the new book:
Trump has had multiple calls with Putin since his White House term ended

Woodward reports that Trump asked an aide to leave his office at his Florida resort, Mar-a-Lago, so that the former president could have a private call with Putin in early 2024. The aide, whom Woodward doesn't name, said there have been multiple calls between Trump and Putin since Trump left office, perhaps as many as seven, according to the book, though it does not detail what they discussed.

Trump senior adviser and longtime aide Jason Miller told Woodward that he had not heard Trump was having calls with Putin and said, "I'd push back on that." But Miller also said, according to the book, "I'm sure they'd know how to get in touch with each other."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Steven Cheung, Trump's communications director, said none of the stories in Woodward's books are true. In a statement on Tuesday, he called them "the work of a truly demented and deranged man who suffers from a debilitating case of Trump Derangement Syndrome."

    



Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said the reporting about the calls was "not true."

Trump's relationship with Putin has been scrutinized since his 2016 campaign for president, when he memorably called on Russia to find and make public missing emails deleted by Hillary Clinton, his Democratic opponent. "Russia, if you're listening, I hope you're able to find the 30,000 emails that are missing," he said.





U.S. intelligence agencies later determined that Russia had meddled in the 2016 election to help Trump, though an investigation by special counsel Robert Mueller found no conspiracy between the Trump team and Russia. In 2018, Trump publicly questioned that finding following an in-person meeting with Putin in Helsinki.

In recent years, Trump has criticized U.S. support for Ukraine as it fights off Russia's invasion. He has said Ukraine should have made concessions to Putin before Russia invaded in 2022. He also previously touted his good relationship with Putin and called the Russian leader "pretty smart" for invading Ukraine.
Trump sent COVID-19 test machines to Putin for his personal use



Woodward reports that Trump sent Putin COVID-19 test machines for his personal use as the virus began spreading in 2020.

    



Putin told Trump not to tell anyone because people would be mad at Trump over it, but Trump said he didn't care if anyone knew, according to the book. Trump ended up agreeing not to tell anyone.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    



The book doesn't specify when the machines were sent but describes it as being when the virus spread rapidly through Russia. It was previously reported by The Associated Press and other agencies that Trump's administration in May 2020 sent ventilators and other equipment to several countries, including Russia.

"There were no secret shipments. The pandemic was starting back then," Peskov said Wednesday via a messaging app. "Many countries were exchanging equipment. We sent ventilators. Testers came from America."

Vice President Kamala Harris, in an interview Tuesday with radio host Howard Stern, accused Trump of giving the machines to a "murderous dictator" at a time when "everyone was scrambling" to get tests. 

"This person who wants to be president again, who secretly is helping out an an adversary while the American people are dying by the hundreds every day," said Harris, the Democratic presidential candidate.

    



Biden highlighted the report during a stop in Pennsylvania on Tuesday. 

"You see what came out today?" Biden said at a fundraiser for Sen. Bob Casey. "So he calls his good friend Putin -- not a joke -- and makes sure he had the tests. He had the tests."
Biden's anger at Netanyahu has boiled over in private



The book also details Biden's complicated relationship with Netanyahu as well as private moments when the president has been fed up with him over the Israel-Hamas war.

Biden's "frustrations and distrust" of Netanyahu "erupted" this past spring, Woodward writes. The president privately unleashed a profanity-laden tirade, calling him a "son of a bitch" and a "bad f------ guy," according to the book. Biden said he felt, in Woodward's accounting, that Netanyahu "had been lying to him regularly." With Netanyahu "continuing to say he was going to kill every last member of Hamas." Woodward wrote, "Biden had told him that was impossible, threatening both privately and publicly to withhold offensive U.S. weapons shipment."

    



Biden and Netanyahu have long been acquainted, although their relationship has not been known to be close or overly friendly. Last week, Biden said he didn't know whether the Israeli leader was holding up a Mideast peace deal in order to influence the outcome of the 2024 U.S. presidential election.

Asked about the book's reporting, White House spokesperson Emilie Simons told reporters Tuesday that "The commitment that we have to the state of Israel is ironclad."

Simons, when pressed on the details, said she wouldn't comment on every anecdote that may come out in reporting. She added of Biden and Netanyahu: "They have a long-term relationship. They have a very honest and direct relationship, and I don't have a comment on those specific anecdotes."
Biden criticized Obama's handling of the Russian invasion of Crimea



The book details Biden's criticism late last year of President Barack Obama's handling of Putin's earlier invasion of Ukraine, when Russia seized Crimea and a section of the Donbas in 2014, at a time when Biden was serving as the Democrat's vice president.

"They f----- up in 2014," Woodward wrote that Biden said to a close friend in December, blaming the lack of action for Putin's actions in Ukraine. "Barack never took Putin seriously."

Biden was angry while speaking to the friend and said they "never should have let Putin just walk in there" in 2014 and that the U.S. "did nothing."
Biden regrets choosing Garland as attorney general



Woodward reports Biden was privately furious with Attorney General Merrick Garland for appointing a special counsel to investigate Biden's son Hunter in a tax-and-gun prosecution.

"Should never have picked Garland," Biden told an associate, according to Woodward. The journalist did not name the associate.

Hunter Biden was convicted in June on federal gun charges and faces sentencing in federal court in Delaware in December. He pleaded guilty to federal tax charges in California and is also set to be sentenced in that case in December.

The Justice Department declined to comment.
Graham says going to Mar-a-Lago is 'a little bit like going to North Korea'



One of Trump's longest-term allies, South Carolina Sen. Lindsey Graham, blamed Trump's ongoing false claims that the 2020 election was rigged to a cult of personality in which the former president's ensconcement at Mar-a-Lago and circle of aides and advisers "constantly feed this narrative," according to the book. 

The weekend after Russia invaded Ukraine, Graham was with Trump at Mar-a-Lago, which the senator characterized as "a little bit like going to North Korea." Graham added that "everybody stands up and claps every time Trump comes in."

On politics, Woodward wrote that Graham's counsel was part of what persuaded Trump to run again for the presidency.

In March, during one of his many visits to the Middle East since Hamas attacked Israel on Oct. 7, Graham told Woodward that he had been meeting with the Saudi crown prince when Graham suggested they call Trump. From "a bag containing about 50 burner phones," Prince Mohammed "pulled out one labeled 'TRUMP 45.'" On another trip, Woodward wrote, the Saudi leader retrieved another burner phone, "this time labeled JAKE SULLIVAN " when the men called Biden's national security adviser.

___


Price reported from New York. Associated Press writers Hillel Italie in New York, Eric Tucker and Alanna Durkin Richer in Washington and Aamer Madhani aboard Air Force One contributed to this report.
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