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      Breaking News

      
        Thailand offers to host new Myanmar talks
        Thailand has offered to host informal consultations on efforts to end the crisis in Myanmar in December, according to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

      

      
        PM Paetongtarn meets South Korean leader
        Thailand and South Korea have pledged to strengthen cooperation in several areas, including soft power development, electric vehicles and labour issues.

      

      
        Anutin defends abstention on referendum vote
        The Bhumjaithai Party did not join a House vote to reject the Senate's decision to retain the double-majority clause in the constitutional referendum bill for the sake of being thorough, said party leader, Anutin Charnvirakul.

      

      
        New rules issued for Bangkok street vendors
        The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) has drawn up new rules for street vendors across the capital, with activities set to be limited to certain areas of the capital.

      

      
        Korean author Han Kang wins Nobel literature prize
        STOCKHOLM - The South Korean author Han Kang has won the 2024&nbsp;Nobel Prize in Literature "for her intense poetic prose that confronts historical traumas and exposes the fragility of human life", the award-giving body said on Thursday.

      

      
        China accused of harassing 'subversive' citizens in Japan
        Chinese authorities have been harassing Chinese citizens living in Japan who have engaged in activities that Beijing considers subversive, a report by Human Rights Watch said Thursday.

      

      
        Victims file fraud complaints against iCon Group
        As fraud complaints mount against The iCon Group, a well-known online business promoter, a lawyer has expressed confidence that some celebrities serving as its executives would be prosecuted for operating a pyramid scheme.

      

      
        Tennis great Nadal announces retirement
        PARIS - Rafael Nadal, who has won 22 Grand Slam singles titles, said on Thursday he was putting an end to his professional tennis career, a decision effective after the Davis Cup final.

      

      
        Asean stresses 'stabilising' role
        VIENTIANE - Asean remains a "stabilising force" in Southeast Asia despite making only incremental progress on key issues, including the civil war in Myanmar and a code of conduct for the South China Sea, its secretary-general said on Thursday.

      

      
        At least 19 tornadoes confirmed in Florida
        ST PETERSBURG, Florida - Hurricane Milton marched across central Florida on Thursday after making landfall on the state's west coast hours earlier, whipping up deadly tornadoes, destroying homes and knocking out power to nearly 2 million customers.
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                  Thailand offers to host new Myanmar talks                

                Proposal for meeting in December supported by outgoing and incoming Asean chairs
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                                Thailand has offered to host informal consultations on efforts to end the crisis in Myanmar in December, according to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Ministry spokesman Nikorndej Balankur outlined the offer at an online press conference on the first day of the Asean Summit and related meetings in Vientiane.

"Our proposal is backed by Laos [the current Asean chair] and Malaysia [the incoming chair], so we believe this informal consultation will take place," he said.

Mr Nikorndej said Asean leaders agreed during a retreat session of the summit that the crisis in Myanmar is a prime concern, and that every member would like to see peace return to the country.

They also urged all parties in the Myanmar crisis, in particular, the armed forces and other security apparatus, to de-escalate and cease targeting civilians, he said, citing a statement issued after the retreat.

Asean has made little progress with its "five point consensus" peace plan for Myanmar, agreed on months after the 2021 coup.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing was a party to that agreement but his administration has all but ignored it, even as the country spirals into civil war and dire economic straits.

The junta has rejected all calls for talks with the shadow government formed by supporters of the elected administration ousted by the military, branding them as "terrorists".

But Kao Kim Hourn, the Asean secretary-general, said leaders remain adamant that the grouping will stay engaged with Myanmar.

"We need time and patience," the secretary-general said in an interview with Reuters.

"Myanmar is such a complicated, a complex issue. ... We should not expect a quick fix."

As the expanding armed resistance against the military government continues, 18.6 million people -- more than a third of the population -- are estimated to be in need of humanitarian assistance.

Despite losing control of wide swathes of territory and being pinned down across multiple front lines, the junta appears to be pushing ahead with plans for an election next year, which has been widely derided as a sham.

Asean will continue to push for "inclusive political dialogue" among all conflicting parties in Myanmar, said Kao Kim Hourn, even as leaders look to scale up humanitarian assistance. 
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                  PM Paetongtarn meets South Korean leader                

                Two countries aim to strengthen cooperation and pave way for full free trade pact next year
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                                Thailand and South Korea have pledged to strengthen cooperation in several areas, including soft power development, electric vehicles and labour issues.
The agreements came as Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra met with South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol on Thursday on the sidelines of the Asean summit in the Vientiane.

Both sides hope to expand cooperation in a number of areas, including trade, investment, EVs, national defence and people-to-people exchanges.

Ms Paetongtarn said South Korea is strategically important and that Thailand is ready to strengthen bilateral economic ties with the East Asian nation. She also invited the South Korean president and his wife to visit Thailand.

She also said the two countries have attached importance to economic cooperation as they work to conclude negotiations to establish a Thailand-South Korea Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA). The pact seeks to bolster bilateral trade and investment and pave the way for a full free trade agreement by 2025.

The prime minister said Thailand was ready to invest in electric and hybrid vehicles. Hyundai Motor Company has also announced plans to build a production base for electric and combustion engine vehicles in Thailand, which will also attract more small investors from South Korea.

Ms Paetongtarn said the Thai government also plans to establish the Thailand Creative Culture Agency (THACCA) to oversee the content creation industry and soft power development. It hopes to learn from South Korea's experience and expertise in these areas.

She said that Thailand has supported efforts to reduce global warming and is advocating using clean energy.

Thailand is also interested in cooperating with South Korea in the area of nuclear power, the prime minister said.

Mr Yoon praised Thailand's plan to establish the THACCA and pledged to cooperate in soft power development. He also stressed the need for the two countries to work together to tackle the problem of illegal Thai workers in South Korea.

Mr Yoon said he believed Thailand has the potential to become a leader in the region's EV industry.
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                  Anutin defends abstention on referendum vote                

                Bhumjaithai leader says double-majority voting rule and other issues deserve thorough review
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                                The Bhumjaithai Party did not join a House vote to reject the Senate's decision to retain the double-majority clause in the constitutional referendum bill for the sake of being thorough, said party leader, Anutin Charnvirakul.
On Wednesday, the House of Representatives voted 348 to zero to reject the Senate's changes to the referendum bill, with 65 abstentions.

The bill previously endorsed by the House included a change that would make it easier for referendums to pass. It stated that a result would be valid if at least 50% of those casting votes approved it.

However, when the bill reached the Senate, the Upper House decided to restore the original double-majority requirement. For a referendum result to be valid, at least half of eligible voters must cast votes, and the result must be supported by at least half of the voter turnout.

When the bill was returned to the House and the second-largest coalition partner abstained, some thought Bhumjaithai was defying a government consensus to scrap the double-majority requirement.

Prior to Wednesday's vote, the ruling Pheu Thai Party and the main opposition People's Party affirmed the Lower House's resolution to switch to the simple majority rule. They pointed to the risk of a constitutional rewrite being delayed if the double-majority rule went unamended.

Mr Anutin, also deputy prime minister and interior minister, insisted Bhumjaithai voted to abstain to allow the bill to be thoroughly considered.

"It all has to do with ensuring referendums are credible and worthy of voters' trust," he said.

He said Bhumjaithai was open to hearing opinions from the Senate and related parties, but he added that improving the referendum process needs to be done carefully.  

"A referendum is a critical issue, and it is crucial for setting the country's direction. It shouldn't be rushed," Mr Anutin said.

In the wake of Wednesday's House vote, a joint MP-Senator committee is being formed to resolve differences in the bill.

The 28 seats on the panel will be equally split between the two Houses, and the Senate is scheduled to name its committee members on Oct 15.

During Wednesday's debate before the vote, People's Party MP Parit Wacharasindhu said he feared the double-majority rule would encourage people in the wrong way.

He explained that voters seeking to sink a referendum would simply stay home, meaning the double-majority rule would fall short.

"This is not about increasing the ease of passing a referendum. But the rules should not permit one side to gain undue advantage by campaigning for a referendum no-show," Mr Parit said.

But Mallika Jirapan, a Bhumjaithai MP from Lop Buri, said the double-majority rule approved by the Senate was similar to that proposed in Bhumjaithai's version of the bill.

The new Senate is packed with senators believed to have links to Bhumjaithai. Mr Anutin's party was the only one that figured out how to successfully game the Byzantine voting system put in place by the Election Commission.

As a result, a record 14 senators come from the party's stronghold of Buri Ram, and dozens of others from provinces where it is well represented in the Lower House.

The "blue" bloc, a reference to Bhumjaithai, is said to contain at least 150 of the 200 senators.


	Commentary: New charter unlikely under Pheu Thai
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                  New rules issued for Bangkok street vendors                

                City Hall has longer-term plan to declutter pavements and create Singapore-style hawker centres
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                                The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) has drawn up new rules for street vendors across the capital, with activities set to be limited to certain areas of the capital.
The rules are in line with an existing policy on managing public spaces, said Jakkapan Phiewngam, a deputy Bangkok governor.

City Hall had said earlier that only "poor Thais" would be allowed to be street vendors, and they would be barred from employing migrants, among many other requirements.

To receive permission to work as a vendor for one year, an applicant must be a Thai citizen who meets at least one of three requirements: they hold a state welfare card, they are buying a house under the Baan Mankong scheme, and/or they receive welfare aid from the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security.

In the second year, vendors must show that their annual income does not exceed 300,000 baht, as shown by their income tax filings.

Those who have never filed taxes -- expected to be the vast majority of vendors -- before will be granted a one-year grace period before they have to begin doing so.

Vendors exceeding the 300,000-baht income threshold will lose the right to run a stall on the streets. However, Mr Jakkapan said the BMA would review the threshold annually, taking into account economic conditions, inflation and the poverty line.

District offices will be responsible for approving vendors, with priority given to those who are already registered in the tax system, he said.

In areas where demand exceeds available space, vendors will be selected through a lottery system.

The BMA will also review the suitability of designated vending areas every one or two years, taking into account their impact on the street layout and traffic flow, to ensure pedestrians have enough space to walk safely.

Specific guidelines have been put in place to ensure that stalls do not obstruct public areas such as bus stops, footbridges, or entrances to public facilities.

Vendors must ensure pedestrians have a space 1.5 to 2 metres wide to walk in depending on street widths. The area of each stall is limited to three square metres. Stalls must occupy only the side of the pavement adjacent to a road surface but must be at least 50cm from the road for safety.

There must also be a space at least 3 metres long at an interval of every 10 stalls to function as an emergency exit.

Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt had previously said BMA's ultimate goal is to reduce the number of vendors on the streets by moving them to designated areas, similar to Singapore's approach to hawker centres, in a bid to provide cleaner and more organised spaces for vendors to operate.

The BMA has no plans to expand vending zones at the moment, but will review existing areas for compliance with the new regulations.

Mr Chadchart said that over the past two years, around 10,000 vendors had been removed from Bangkok's streets, and efforts to establish hawker centres are ongoing.
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									Korean author Han Kang wins Nobel literature prize

									Novelist praised for works that explore 'the fragility of human life'
								

								STOCKHOLM - The South Korean author Han Kang has won the 2024 Nobel Prize in Literature "for her intense poetic prose that confronts historical traumas and exposes the fragility of human life", the award-giving body said on Thursday.
								The prize is awarded by the Swedish Academy and is worth 11 million Swedish crowns ($1.1 million).

Han Kang, 53, is the first Asian female Nobel Prize laureate in Literature and the third Korean Nobel Prize laureate.

She won the Man Booker International Prize for fiction in 2016 for The Vegetarian, a novel about a woman's descent into mental illness and neglect from her family. The novel was one of the first of her books to be translated into English.

Her 2017 autobiographical novel The White Book centres on the loss of her older sister, a baby who died two hours after her birth. In 2023, she published her fourth full-length novel, Greek Lessons. The Atlantic magazine called it a book in which "words are both insufficient and too powerful to tame".

"She has a unique awareness of the connections between body and soul, the living and the dead, and in her poetic and experimental style has become an innovator in contemporary prose," Anders Olsson, chairman of the Academy's Nobel Committee, said in a statement.

Han Kang began her career in 1993 with the publication of a number of poems in the magazine Literature and Society, while her prose debut came in 1995 with the short story collection Love of Yeosu.

Born in 1970, she comes from a literary background, her father being a well-regarded novelist.

"I was able to talk to Han Kang over the phone," Mats Malm, permanent secretary of the Swedish Academy told a news conference on Thursday. "She was having an ordinary day, it seems, she had just finished supper with her son," he said.

'The Vegetarian'

In The Vegetarian, after struggling with gruesome recurring nightmares, Yeong-hye, a dutiful wife, rebels against societal norms, forsaking meat and stirring concern among her family that she is mentally ill.

"She is exploited erotically and aesthetically by her brother-in-law, a video artist who becomes obsessed with her passive body (and) ... sinks ever deeper into a psychosis-like condition expressed through the 'flaming trees', a symbol for a plant kingdom that is as enticing as it is dangerous," according to the Academy's description.

In an interview with the Booker Prizes published last year, Han Kang described how the writing of The Vegetarian had been a difficult period in her life where she questioned whether should be able to finish the novel or even survive as an author.

"I was suffering from severe arthritis in my fingers, so I wrote the first two parts at a leisurely pace, using a felt-tip pen that glided smoothly across the paper, and then typed out the last part holding two ballpoint pens upside down," she said.

"To this day, I feel awkward when I hear about the novel's 'success'."

Historical trauma

Her focus on historical trauma is explored the novel Human Acts through a 1980 massacre of hundreds of students and unarmed civilians by the South Korean military in the city of Gwangju, where she herself grew up.

"In seeking to give voice to the victims of history, the book confronts this episode with brutal actualisation and, in so doing, approaches the genre of witness literature," the Academy said.

In We Do Not Part, a novel due to be published in English in 2025, Han Kang "conveys the power of the past over the present".

Two of her books have been made into films: The Vegetarian in 2009, directed by Lim Woo-Seong, and Scars, by the same director.

The Nobel prizes were created through a bequest in the will of Swedish dynamite inventor and businessman Alfred Nobel and began in 1901.

The literature prize is the most accessible of the Nobels for many and, as such, the Academy's choices are met with praise and criticism, often in equal measure.

The Academy's omission of literary giants such as Russia's Leo Tolstoy, France's Emile Zola and Ireland's James Joyce has left many book-lovers scratching their heads over the last century.

The 2016 prize award to the American singer-songwriter Bob Dylan was hailed as radical rethink about what literature is, but also seen as a snub to authors in more traditional genres.

Even so, the prize money and a place on a list that includes luminaries such as the Irish poet WB Yeats, who won in 1923, American novelist Ernest Hemingway (1954) and Colombia's Gabriel Garcia Marquez (1982) is an appealing proposition.

The Norwegian author and dramatist Jon Fosse won in 2023.
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                  China accused of harassing 'subversive' citizens in Japan                

                Rights group says activists' families in China also faced pressure
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                                Chinese authorities have been harassing Chinese citizens living in Japan who have engaged in activities that Beijing considers subversive, a report by Human Rights Watch said Thursday.
The organisation's interviews with 25 people, including those from Xinjiang, Tibet and Inner Mongolia, revealed that Chinese police or the Chinese Embassy in Japan have contacted them or their relatives in China, pressuring them to end their activities in Japan.

The interviewees have participated in nonviolent activities, such as organising public events to draw attention to human rights abuses in Xinjiang, promoting Tibetan culture, and hosting book discussions featuring works by Inner Mongolian activists, the organisation said.

"The Japanese government should call on the Chinese government to end its surveillance and threats against those living in Japan," the group said in the report, urging Japan to establish a system to report such incidents and provide protection.

China denied engaging in such transnational repression activities, with Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Mao Ning saying at a press conference, "All our actions are carried out in accordance with laws and regulations."

The report said a woman was arrested in 2023 upon returning to Hong Kong for posting pro-democratic comments online during her studies in Japan, while another individual who promoted Tibetan culture in Japan was told to return to Tibet to renew their passport.

A man from Xinjiang said that when he received a call from a relative asking him to return home a police officer came on the line and told him he "could not guarantee what would happen to your family" unless he complied with his relative's request.

He was later contacted on a messaging app by a police officer telling him to provide information about activists in Japan, Human Rights Watch said.

Teppei Kasai, Asia programme officer at Human Rights Watch, said, "Japan should promptly establish a national system to investigate cases of transnational repression with appropriate safeguards for individuals' privacy."
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                  Victims file fraud complaints against iCon Group                

                Cheap online courses used as a lure to recruit people who were later asked for more and more money
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                                As fraud complaints mount against The iCon Group, a well-known online business promoter, a lawyer has expressed confidence that some celebrities serving as its executives would be prosecuted for operating a pyramid scheme.
More than 20 people on Thursday filed complaints with Consumer Protection Police Division (CPPD) investigators. They were accompanied by Raphatsit Phattarasirichaisin, a lawyer and deputy chairman of a foundation campaigning to reclaim social justice.

One of the victims told reporters that she initially saw advertisements by The iCon Group on TV and social media, offering an online business course for 50-100 people, with tuition fees of only 98-99 baht each.

She was interested and applied. After she attended the course for three days, business coaches told the participants that they could help investors earn extra income but they had to pay membership fees of 2,500 baht each to get products. The coaches said the firm would provide marketing strategies to help them sell he products.

Celebrities often showed up at events promoting the firm's business, said the woman. She met three celebrities and noted that they were called "bosses", not product presenters. To attend each event, participants had to pay 1,500 baht.

The woman said she initially did not have enough cash to invest in the business. One coach suggested that she contact banks to extend lines of credit, so that she could obtain more money to invest and earn handsome profits. She then poured all of her savings and money borrowed on her credit cards into the firm.

She later found out that the money she invested was not for products to sell. Instead, she was asked to buy advertisements on social media to persuade people to apply to be dealers or customers. She would get fees for recruiting them.

Eventually, the woman grew suspicious, as she and others had not been taught how to sell products but instead had been persuaded to recruit others to invest.

By now, she said, she had run up huge debts and the products she got from the firm could not be sold.

Another victim said he considered committing suicide because he had invested more than 200,000 baht of borrowed money.

Mr Raphatsit said the 20 complainants were among about 500 affected people he knew to have invested with the firm.

He asked police to investigate whether the firm's business operation was tantamount to committing public fraud or running a pyramid scheme.

Some victims had filed complaints with police earlier but there was no-follow-up, said the lawyer. Some others had sought help from people they thought could exert some influence in negotiating with iCon.

After the talks, the firm returned 50% of the money they had invested, but they had to sign documents that they would not file complaints with police, said the lawyer.

The Office of the Consumer Protection Board had concluded earlier that the firm's business operation was not against the law, said Mr Raphatsit.

But there must be a more thorough investigation, said the lawyer. (Story continues below)
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Celebs in spotlight

Also on Thursday, celebrity lawyer Decha Kittiwitthayanan took about 10 victims of the alleged pyramid scheme to file a complaint with consumer protection police against The iCon Group.

He said there was a high chance that some celebrities involved in the online business would be prosecuted. He declined to name them.

The online business in question focuses on health supplements and features well-known executives and celebrities such as Yuranunt "Sam" Pamornmontri, Kan Kantathavorn and Pechaya "Min" Wattanamontree.

Mr Yuranant, who was listed as the company's chief research officer, has denied any involvement with the company's operations.

Thankhun Jitt-itsara, who also accompanied the victims, said the firm gave inadequate information about its online business and exaggerated advertisements that lured people into investing with it.

To attract victims, the firm initially enticed people into investing 97 baht per head for its investment course. The investment amounts gradually increased to 250,000 baht per head for those who wanted to be dealers and form a sales team with a promise of more profits, said Mr Thankhun.

The firm later persuaded those who invested with it to purchase advertisements to find more members. On average, each person had at least 500,000 baht in losses, he said. So far, about 500 people have sought legal help from Mr Decha, said Mr Thankhun.

"We are urging these network dealers to file their lawsuits (against anyone involved with the alleged fraud) as soon as they can," said Mr Decha.

The case has caused a stir on social media after news anchor Kanchai "Noom" Kamnerdploy hinted at a scandal surrounding a well-known direct sales company that has reportedly been using top Thai celebrities as presenters to build a network and sell people on dreams of investment opportunities.

Some people reportedly failed to receive what was promised or advertised. (Story continues below)
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Rags to riches

The iCon CEO Waratphon "Boss Paul" Waratvorakul, 41, has spoken to local media of his rags-to-riches journey in a life that has included stints as a waiter, a salaryman and an online tile seller.

The iCon Group reported revenue of almost 5 billion baht in 2021, according to Thansettakij. Many celebrities, actors, actresses and social media influencers served as presenters to sell products including Boom Collagen, iCon Face iSerum and other cosmetic products.

The company's most recent financial statement last year showed it had total assets worth 2.4 billion baht, debts of 1.55 billion, total income of 1.89 billion baht, expenses of 1.86 billion, tax payment of 9.1 million, and a net profit of 19.77 million baht.

On Wednesday, Mr Warathaphon turned to his Facebook account to refute the allegations about his business, insisting that he has run it in a transparent manner for over six years.

He said he too is collecting evidence and is ready to speak with the police at any time.

He urged people to give him and his company the chance to prove their innocence through the justice process.
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                22-time Grand Slam winner says he will bow out after Davis Cup 
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                                PARIS - Rafael Nadal, who has won 22 Grand Slam singles titles, said on Thursday he was putting an end to his professional tennis career, a decision effective after the Davis Cup final.
"It has been some difficult years, these last two especially," the 38-year-old Spaniard, who won a record 14 French Open titles, said in a video.

"I am very excited that my last tournament will be the Davis Cup representing my country. It's closing the circle because one of my first joys was the final in Sevilla in 2004."

The Davis Cup knockout phase will be played from Nov 19-24.

Nadal stood out from his peers and was admired by fans as a gritty fighter who rose to become one of the greatest tennis players of all time. He was known as the King of Clay for his dominance at the French Open, which he last won in 2022.

But his career has been hampered by injuries and he missed the 2023 French Open and was beaten in the first round by German Alexander Zverev this year.

He won his last Roland Garros title in 2022 and left the Paris clay on a jaw-dropping 112-4 win-loss record.

Nadal will leave the sport as its second-highest earner of career prize money with more than $130 million.

He trails only Novak Djokovic, who has so far amassed $184 million in his career, according to the ATP Tour website.

Nadal has also made millions from sponsorship deals, including a longtime partnership with Nike Inc. He got his own logo from the company in 2013.

Nadal hasn't said what his next steps will be. He's slated to play in the Six Kings Slam exhibition tournament in the coming weeks hosted in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

Nadal will compete against Djokovic, world number one Jannik Sinner, fellow Spaniard Carlos Alcaraz and others. The winner will receive a $6 million prize, more than any of the professional Grand Slam tournaments.
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                  Asean stresses 'stabilising' role                
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                                VIENTIANE - Asean remains a "stabilising force" in Southeast Asia despite making only incremental progress on key issues, including the civil war in Myanmar and a code of conduct for the South China Sea, its secretary-general said on Thursday.
Leaders of the 10-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations are meeting in Laos this week with heads of government and top diplomats from partners including the United States, China, Japan and Russia.

The bloc, home to 685 million people and representing around 8% of global exports, has been unable to push resolutions on difficult regional issues, which analysts say risks undermining Asean's central role in its backyard.

But Asean Secretary-General Kao Kim Hourn insisted the grouping has constantly pushed for dialogue and diplomacy, ensuring that negotiations move ahead.

"Asean has been, I would say, the stabilising force," the former Cambodian diplomat told Reuters in an interview late on Wednesday.

"We take the issues head on," he said. "People always put too much emphasis on problems, but the way I look at Asean, we have come a long way."

For instance, he said, with member economies increasingly integrated and trade agreements in place with many external partners, Asean attracted $230 billion in new investments in 2023.

"The fact that there is confidence and trust in Asean, that's why the $230 billion investment moves into Asean," he said. "The future is here."

Myanmar is 'complex'

Asean has made little progress with its "five point consensus" peace plan for Myanmar, agreed on months after the 2021 coup, but Kao Kim Hourn said the leaders remain adamant that the group will stay engaged with Myanmar.

"We need time and patience," he said. "Myanmar is such a complicated, a complex issue. ... We should not expect a quick fix."

Conflict has raged in Myanmar, with an expanding armed resistance against the military government. Some 18.6 million people, more than a third of the population, are estimated to be in need of humanitarian assistance.

Despite losing control of wide swathes of territory and being pinned down across multiple front lines, the junta appears to be pushing ahead with plans for an election next year, which has been widely derided as a sham.

Asean will continue to push for "inclusive political dialogue" among all conflicting parties in Myanmar, said Kao Kim Hourn, even as leaders look to scale up humanitarian assistance.

Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra on Wednesday offered to host an "informal consultation" on Myanmar in December among Asean members, some of whom are divided between those who want the junta to do more and those calling for more talks among warring parties.

South China Sea dispute

Another major concern for Asean is tension in the South China Sea, where confrontations in disputed waters continue between China and the Philippines, and more recently Vietnam.

The situation has brought renewed attention to Asean's protracted negotiations with Beijing towards creating a code of conduct for the vital waterway, a process in motion since 2017.

"Until now, there have been ongoing negotiations," Kao Kim Hourn said, "It's not static, it's not standstill, but things are still moving ahead."

China claims almost the entire South China Sea, a conduit for $3 trillion of trade annually, and has deployed an armada of coast guard deep into areas claimed by Asean members Vietnam, the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei.

While some Asean countries hope the code can be concluded in a few years, prospects for a legally binding text remain distant, analysts say.

"The good part is that as long as there are still dialogue and diplomacy on the table and moving forward, I think there's a lot of hope there," Kao Kim Hourn said.
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                  At least 19 tornadoes confirmed in Florida                

                Multiple deaths reported in town on east coast of US state as Hurricane Milton strikes
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                                ST PETERSBURG, Florida - Hurricane Milton marched across central Florida on Thursday after making landfall on the state's west coast hours earlier, whipping up deadly tornadoes, destroying homes and knocking out power to nearly 2 million customers.
The storm made landfall around 8.30pm local time on Wednesday as a Category 3 hurricane with maximum sustained winds of 120 miles per hour (195 kph) near Siesta Key, the US National Hurricane Center said.

By early Thursday, wind speeds had reduced to a still dangerous 90 mph (150 kph), dropping Milton to a Category 1 hurricane, with heavy rains and damaging storm surges. The hurricane was located about 75km west-southwest of Cape Canaveral, home to NASA's Space Force Station.

A flash flood emergency was in effect for the Tampa Bay area including the cities of Tampa, St Petersburg and Clearwater, the hurricane centre said, with St Petersburg already receiving 16.6 inches (422mm) of rain on Wednesday.

The eye of the storm made landfall in Siesta Key, a barrier island town of some 5,400 off Sarasota about 100km south of the Tampa Bay metropolitan area, which is home to more than 3 million people.

Governor Ron DeSantis said he hoped Tampa Bay, once seen as the potential bull's eye, could dodge major damage and that the worst of the predicted storm surge could be avoided thanks to the landfall coming before the high tide. Forecasters said seawater could still rise as high as 4 metres.

DeSantis reported Milton had also spawned at least 19 tornadoes caused damage in numerous counties, destroying around 125 homes, most of them mobile homes.

"At this point, it's too dangerous to evacuate safely, so you have to shelter in place and just hunker down," DeSantis said.

At least two deaths were reported at a retirement community following a suspected tornado in Fort Pierce on the eastern coast of Florida, NBC News reported, citing St Lucie County Sheriff Keith Pearson. His department did not immediately respond to a request for details.

Pearson estimated 100 homes were destroyed in the county where some 17 tornadoes touched down, NBC said.

More than 2 million homes and businesses in Florida were without power, according to PowerOutage.us.

The storm was expected to cross the Florida peninsula overnight and emerge into the Atlantic, still with hurricane force, on Thursday.

Milton is forecast to maintain hurricane intensity while crossing Florida later on Thursday morning but after moving into the Atlantic it is likely to gradually lose tropical characteristics and slowly weaken, the Hurricane Center added.

In a state already battered by Hurricane Helene two weeks ago, as many as two million people were ordered to evacuate, and millions more live in the projected path of the storm.

Much of the southern US experienced the deadly force of Hurricane Helene as it cut a swath of devastation through Florida and several other states. Both storms are expected to cause billions of dollars in damage.

US President Joe Biden was briefed by emergency authorities on the initial impacts of the hurricane, according to a White House statement.

Zoo animals protected

While human evacuees jammed the highways and created gasoline shortages, animals including African elephants, Caribbean flamingos and pygmy hippos were riding out the storm at Tampa's zoo.

Nearly a quarter of Florida's gasoline stations were out of fuel on Wednesday afternoon.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency had moved millions of litres of water, millions of meals and other supplies and personnel into the area. None of the additional aid will detract from recovery efforts for Hurricane Helene, the agency's administrator, Deanne Criswell, said earlier on Wednesday.

Trucks have been running 24 hours a day to clear mounds of debris left behind by Helene before Milton potentially turned them into dangerous projectiles, DeSantis said.

About 9,000 National Guard personnel were deployed in Florida, ready to assist recovery efforts, as were 50,000 electricity grid workers in anticipating of widespread power outages, DeSantis said.

Search-and-rescue teams were prepared to head out as soon as the storm passes, working through the night if needed, DeSantis said.

"It's going to mean pretty much all the rescues are going to be done in the dark, in the middle of the night, but that's fine. They're going to do that," DeSantis said.
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                  New rules issued for Bangkok street vendors                

                City Hall has longer-term plan to declutter pavements and create Singapore-style hawker centres
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                                The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) has drawn up new rules for street vendors across the capital, with activities set to be limited to certain areas of the capital.
The rules are in line with an existing policy on managing public spaces, said Jakkapan Phiewngam, a deputy Bangkok governor.

City Hall had said earlier that only "poor Thais" would be allowed to be street vendors, and they would be barred from employing migrants, among many other requirements.

To receive permission to work as a vendor for one year, an applicant must be a Thai citizen who meets at least one of three requirements: they hold a state welfare card, they are buying a house under the Baan Mankong scheme, and/or they receive welfare aid from the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security.

In the second year, vendors must show that their annual income does not exceed 300,000 baht, as shown by their income tax filings.

Those who have never filed taxes -- expected to be the vast majority of vendors -- before will be granted a one-year grace period before they have to begin doing so.

Vendors exceeding the 300,000-baht income threshold will lose the right to run a stall on the streets. However, Mr Jakkapan said the BMA would review the threshold annually, taking into account economic conditions, inflation and the poverty line.

District offices will be responsible for approving vendors, with priority given to those who are already registered in the tax system, he said.

In areas where demand exceeds available space, vendors will be selected through a lottery system.

The BMA will also review the suitability of designated vending areas every one or two years, taking into account their impact on the street layout and traffic flow, to ensure pedestrians have enough space to walk safely.

Specific guidelines have been put in place to ensure that stalls do not obstruct public areas such as bus stops, footbridges, or entrances to public facilities.

Vendors must ensure pedestrians have a space 1.5 to 2 metres wide to walk in depending on street widths. The area of each stall is limited to three square metres. Stalls must occupy only the side of the pavement adjacent to a road surface but must be at least 50cm from the road for safety.

There must also be a space at least 3 metres long at an interval of every 10 stalls to function as an emergency exit.

Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt had previously said BMA's ultimate goal is to reduce the number of vendors on the streets by moving them to designated areas, similar to Singapore's approach to hawker centres, in a bid to provide cleaner and more organised spaces for vendors to operate.

The BMA has no plans to expand vending zones at the moment, but will review existing areas for compliance with the new regulations.

Mr Chadchart said that over the past two years, around 10,000 vendors had been removed from Bangkok's streets, and efforts to establish hawker centres are ongoing.
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                  Victims file fraud complaints against iCon Group                

                Cheap online courses used as a lure to recruit people who were later asked for more and more money
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                                As fraud complaints mount against The iCon Group, a well-known online business promoter, a lawyer has expressed confidence that some celebrities serving as its executives would be prosecuted for operating a pyramid scheme.
More than 20 people on Thursday filed complaints with Consumer Protection Police Division (CPPD) investigators. They were accompanied by Raphatsit Phattarasirichaisin, a lawyer and deputy chairman of a foundation campaigning to reclaim social justice.

One of the victims told reporters that she initially saw advertisements by The iCon Group on TV and social media, offering an online business course for 50-100 people, with tuition fees of only 98-99 baht each.

She was interested and applied. After she attended the course for three days, business coaches told the participants that they could help investors earn extra income but they had to pay membership fees of 2,500 baht each to get products. The coaches said the firm would provide marketing strategies to help them sell he products.

Celebrities often showed up at events promoting the firm's business, said the woman. She met three celebrities and noted that they were called "bosses", not product presenters. To attend each event, participants had to pay 1,500 baht.

The woman said she initially did not have enough cash to invest in the business. One coach suggested that she contact banks to extend lines of credit, so that she could obtain more money to invest and earn handsome profits. She then poured all of her savings and money borrowed on her credit cards into the firm.

She later found out that the money she invested was not for products to sell. Instead, she was asked to buy advertisements on social media to persuade people to apply to be dealers or customers. She would get fees for recruiting them.

Eventually, the woman grew suspicious, as she and others had not been taught how to sell products but instead had been persuaded to recruit others to invest.

By now, she said, she had run up huge debts and the products she got from the firm could not be sold.

Another victim said he considered committing suicide because he had invested more than 200,000 baht of borrowed money.

Mr Raphatsit said the 20 complainants were among about 500 affected people he knew to have invested with the firm.

He asked police to investigate whether the firm's business operation was tantamount to committing public fraud or running a pyramid scheme.

Some victims had filed complaints with police earlier but there was no-follow-up, said the lawyer. Some others had sought help from people they thought could exert some influence in negotiating with iCon.

After the talks, the firm returned 50% of the money they had invested, but they had to sign documents that they would not file complaints with police, said the lawyer.

The Office of the Consumer Protection Board had concluded earlier that the firm's business operation was not against the law, said Mr Raphatsit.

But there must be a more thorough investigation, said the lawyer. (Story continues below)
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Lawyer Decha Kittiwitthayanan, who is helping the fraud complainants, says some celebrities involved in the alleged online scam will be prosecuted. (Photo supplied/Wassayos Ngamkham)



Celebs in spotlight

Also on Thursday, celebrity lawyer Decha Kittiwitthayanan took about 10 victims of the alleged pyramid scheme to file a complaint with consumer protection police against The iCon Group.

He said there was a high chance that some celebrities involved in the online business would be prosecuted. He declined to name them.

The online business in question focuses on health supplements and features well-known executives and celebrities such as Yuranunt "Sam" Pamornmontri, Kan Kantathavorn and Pechaya "Min" Wattanamontree.

Mr Yuranant, who was listed as the company's chief research officer, has denied any involvement with the company's operations.

Thankhun Jitt-itsara, who also accompanied the victims, said the firm gave inadequate information about its online business and exaggerated advertisements that lured people into investing with it.

To attract victims, the firm initially enticed people into investing 97 baht per head for its investment course. The investment amounts gradually increased to 250,000 baht per head for those who wanted to be dealers and form a sales team with a promise of more profits, said Mr Thankhun.

The firm later persuaded those who invested with it to purchase advertisements to find more members. On average, each person had at least 500,000 baht in losses, he said. So far, about 500 people have sought legal help from Mr Decha, said Mr Thankhun.

"We are urging these network dealers to file their lawsuits (against anyone involved with the alleged fraud) as soon as they can," said Mr Decha.

The case has caused a stir on social media after news anchor Kanchai "Noom" Kamnerdploy hinted at a scandal surrounding a well-known direct sales company that has reportedly been using top Thai celebrities as presenters to build a network and sell people on dreams of investment opportunities.

Some people reportedly failed to receive what was promised or advertised. (Story continues below)
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The iCon CEO Waratphon "Boss Paul" Waratvorakul (centre) with actors Yuranunt "Sam" Pamornmontri (left) and Kan Kantathavorn. (Photo: Waratphon Waratvorakul Facebook account)



Rags to riches

The iCon CEO Waratphon "Boss Paul" Waratvorakul, 41, has spoken to local media of his rags-to-riches journey in a life that has included stints as a waiter, a salaryman and an online tile seller.

The iCon Group reported revenue of almost 5 billion baht in 2021, according to Thansettakij. Many celebrities, actors, actresses and social media influencers served as presenters to sell products including Boom Collagen, iCon Face iSerum and other cosmetic products.

The company's most recent financial statement last year showed it had total assets worth 2.4 billion baht, debts of 1.55 billion, total income of 1.89 billion baht, expenses of 1.86 billion, tax payment of 9.1 million, and a net profit of 19.77 million baht.

On Wednesday, Mr Warathaphon turned to his Facebook account to refute the allegations about his business, insisting that he has run it in a transparent manner for over six years.

He said he too is collecting evidence and is ready to speak with the police at any time.

He urged people to give him and his company the chance to prove their innocence through the justice process.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2881478/victims-file-fraud-complaints-against-icon-group



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Dissolution petition targets Thaksin and Pheu Thai                

                Lawyer whose suit led to Move Forward Party disbandment presents case in 5,000-page document
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                                The lawyer who successfully sought the disbandment of the Move Forward Party has asked the Constitutional Court to stop former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra from threatening the constitutional monarchy by influencing the coalition-core Pheu Thai Party.
In a 5,080-page petition filed at the court on Thursday, Therayut Suwankesorn targets both Thaksin and the party now led by his daughter, Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra.

Among the many allegations the petition makes is that Thaksin used the Ministry of Justice under the Pheu Thai-led government to secure his extended stay at Police General Hospital when he should have been in jail following his conviction for abuse of power last year.

Mr Therayut also accused Thaksin of pushing the government to share marine resources in Thai waters with Cambodia in line with a memorandum of understanding signed in 2001 when he was prime minister. In fact, the marine boundary between the two countries remains in dispute, though Pheu Thai is seeking to revive negotiations.

[image: ]


As well, the petition contends, Thaksin ordered Pheu Thai to join forces with the People's Party to push for constitutional amendments. The latter is the reincarnation of the Move Forward Party, which the Constitutional Court earlier found guilty of jeopardising the constitutional monarchy, Mr Therayut points out.

Thaksin also stands accused of hosting talks at his home with coalition parties about a successor to former prime minister Srettha Thavisin on Aug 14. The Constitutional Court dismissed Mr Srettha for an ethics violation on the same day.

In addition, the petition accuses Thaksin of ordering Pheu Thai to exclude the Palang Pracharath Party from the coalition government.

He also said that the government policy statement delivered by Ms Paetongtarn in parliament on Sept 12 echoed the much-hyped "vision" that Thaksin outlined in a dinner talk on Aug 22.

Given all the accusations, the lawyer said he considered Thaksin and Pheu Thai as threatening the honour of the royal institution and the political party system of the country.

He asked the court to stop Thaksin from controlling and using Pheu Thai to gain authority over the national administration. He also asked the court to order Pheu Thai to stop being Thaksin's tool.

In addition to filing the petition that brought down Move Forward, Mr Therayut is known for his defence of Suwit Thongprasert, formerly known as Phra Buddha Isara. The activist monk was a key figure in the Bangkok Shutdown protests that led to the 2014 military coup.

Mr Therayut admitted to reporters that he had sought consultation on the petition from Paiboon Nititawan, secretary-general of the Palang Pracharath Party.

Mr Paiboon said on Thursday that the lawyer had discussed the matter with him but the party had nothing to do with the petition.

Former election commissioner Somchai Srisutthiyakorn said the content and timing of the petition suggested some kind of collaboration with Palang Pracharath. He speculated it was a response to its exclusion from the coalition government because Thaksin was unhappy with "the uncle".

The reference was to Gen Prawit Wongsuwon, the Palang Pracharath leader and a key architect of the coup that ousted the government headed by Thaksin's sister Yingluck in 2014.

Gen Prawit has been the target of complaints from a former Pheu Thai spokesman about his frequent absences from parliament, to the point where he agreed to return his MP's salary and allowances.
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                  Border officer killed in Pattani attacks                

                Bomb later exploded while defence volunteers were clearing outpost
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                                PATTANI - A group of suspected insurgents attacked two security outposts in two districts of this southern border province late on Wednesday night, resulting in the death of a border patrol police officer.
In the first attack, an unknown number of armed men opened fire on a defence volunteer outpost in tambon Bang Pu of Yaring district at around 11.45pm. No injuries were reported, said Pol Col Theerapot Yindee, superintendent of Yaring police station.

Fifteen minutes later, a border patrol police outpost in front of Wat Ban Dee in tambon Barahom of Muang district was also attacked. The outpost was about 300 metres from the previous site.

Pol Col Jefferi Saimankul, chief of Muang police station, said one officer, identified as Pol Snr Sgt Maj Bancherd Phutthacharoen, 43, sustained serious gunshot wounds to the head and was rushed to Pattani Hospital, where he was pronounced dead.

According to a police investigation, the assailants, armed with military-grade weapons, were split into two groups for the attacks. During the clash, Pol Snr Sgt Maj Bancherd was shot and later died from his injuries. The armed men carried out the attacks for about 20 minutes before fleeing to a nearby forest.

On Thursday at around 5.30am, a bomb went off while defence volunteers were clearing the area at their outpost in Bang Pu. The explosion left a large hole in the wall of the outpost, but no one was injured.

Authorities believed the assailants planted a homemade bomb near the wall on Tuesday night, targeting officers inspecting the site.
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Pol Col Somchai Srisorayut, deputy commander of the border patrol police region 4; Pol Col Prayong Khotsakha, deputy Pattani police chief; and deputy provincial governor Chaiyaphorn Niyomkaew inspected the two outposts on Thursday morning.
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                  One in eight girls, women raped or sexually assaulted before 18 - Unicef                

                Report finds around 1 in 11 boys and men also victims
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                                UNITED NATIONS - More than 370 million girls and women alive today, or one in every eight worldwide, experienced rape or sexual assault before the age of 18, the United Nations (UN) children's agency said on Wednesday.
The number rises to 650 million, or one in five, when taking into account "non-contact" forms of sexual violence, such as online or verbal abuse, the United Nations Children's Fund (Unicef) reported, in what it called the first global survey of the problem.

The report said that while girls and women were worst affected, 240 to 310 million boys and men, or around one in 11, have experienced rape or sexual assault during childhood.

"The scale of this human rights violation is overwhelming, and it's been hard to fully grasp because of stigma, challenges in measurement, and limited investment in data collection," the organisation said in releasing the report.

It comes ahead of an inaugural Global Ministerial Conference on Ending Violence Against Children in Colombia next month.

Unicef said its findings highlight the urgent need for intensified global action, including by strengthening laws and helping children recognise and report sexual violence.

Unicef said sexual violence cuts across geographical, cultural, and economic boundaries, but Sub-Saharan Africa has the highest number of victims, with 79 million girls and women, or 22% affected. Eastern and South-Eastern Asia follow with 75 million, or 8%.

In its data for women and girls, Unicef estimated 73 million, or 9%, were affected in Central and Southern Asia; 68 million, or 14%, in Europe and Northern America; 45 million, or 18%, in Latin America and the Caribbean, and 29 million, or 15%, in Northern Africa and Western Asia.

Oceania, with 6 million, had the highest number affected by percentage, at 34%.

Risks were higher, rising to one in four, in "fragile settings," including those with weak institutions, UN peacekeeping forces, or large numbers of refugees, the report found.

Unicef Executive Director Catherine Russell called sexual violence against children "a stain on our moral conscience."

"It inflicts deep and lasting trauma, often by someone the child knows and trusts, in places where they should feel safe."

Unicef said most childhood sexual violence occurs during adolescence, especially between ages 14 and 17, and those who suffer it face higher risks of sexually transmitted diseases, substance abuse and mental health issues.

"The impact is further compounded when children delay disclosing their experiences ... or keep the abuse secret altogether," Unicef said.

It said increased investment in data collection was needed to capture the full scale the problem, given persistent data gaps, particularly on boys' experiences.

The agency said it based its estimates of girls' and women's experiences on nationally representative surveys conducted between 2010 and 2022 in 120 countries and areas. It said estimates for boys and men were derived from a broader range of data sources and applied some indirect methods.
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                  Singer's van claims life and injures sibling                

                Tik Shiro apologises to victims and waits to surrender at scene
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                                A van driven by singer Manaswin "Tik Shiro" Nuntasane reportedly hit a motorcycle carrying three siblings in Sai Mai district of Bangkok early Thursday morning, resulting in one death.
Police were informed of the accident on a bridge on Sukhaphiban 5 Road, above Thepharak Road, around 4am. Officers found the body of 28-year-old Thianporn Siwapornpitak at the scene.

On the ground about 10 metres under the bridge, police discovered Thianporn's 21-year-old brother, Chakkapak Siwapornpitak, who was seriously injured and was subsequently rushed to Bhumibol Adulyadej Hospital.

Their sister Jinnipa Siwapornpitak, 24, survived unscathed. She told police that they were riding the motorcycle when she accidentally dropped a water bottle. As her brother stopped to retrieve it, the black Hyundai van struck her sister and brother still on the motorcycle, causing Mr Chakkapak to be thrown off the bridge.

The van was driven by Tik Shiro, 63, who apologised to the victims' family. He stayed at the scene to cooperate with authorities.

Police brought Tik Shiro to the Khan Na Yao station for questioning and a blood alcohol test.

Pol Col Naren Khrueangsanook, the station chief, said that a breathalyser was not administered at the crash scene due to chest pain that prevented the driver from blowing into the device. The singer received medical treatment at a hospital.

A doctor took a blood sample from the singer, and results are expected within three days, said the officer.

Jeerawat Siwapornpitak, the victims' father, told reporters at the police station that his son was in a coma with a brain haemorrhage and broken pelvis.

He said Tik Shiro had talked to him and promised to take responsibility.

When a reporter asked Mr Jeerawat if he smelled alcohol on the singer's breath, he said he smelled it but did not know where the smell came from because several people were present at the time.

[image: Singer and songwriter Manaswin ]
Singer and songwriter Manaswin "Tik Shiro" Nuntasane, 63, has reportedly apologised for the accident that claimed the life of a woman on Thursday. (File photo)
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                                The sales rate for condos in locations near Siriraj Hospital was robust at 77% in the first half of 2024, driven by limited land availability and strong demand from medical staff and students.
Artitaya Kasemlawan, head of the residential sales project at property consultant CBRE Thailand, said this sales rate exceeded the average of 63.1% in the midtown and suburban condo market, where the locations near Siriraj Hospital are categorised.

"Factors driving this high sales performance include high demand, land scarcity, limited land plots, legal regulations and mass transit systems," she said.

As of the first half of 2024, the total condo supply in midtown and suburban zones amounted to 852,150 units, with a sales rate of 63.1%, according to CBRE. This comprised 751,976 existing units and 100,163 units of future supply.

In locations near Siriraj Hospital, spanning areas around four MRT stations along Charan Sanitwong Road (Charan 13, Fai Chai, Bang Khun Non, and Bang Yi Khan stations), total condo supply reached 4,197 units.

For condos located within a one-kilometre radius of these mass transit stations, the sales performance for both existing and future supply was 81%, compared to 64% for those located further than one kilometre, as of September 2024.

"The 81% sales rate is comparable to that of super-luxury condos, which are in limited supply," said Ms Artitaya. "The key driver is the high density of medical hubs and educational institutions, which create constant demand."

According to Siriraj Hospital, there are more than 17,000 healthcare providers and over 12,000 outpatients per day.

Additionally, over 8,000 students are enrolled in three universities: the Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital (Mahidol University), Thammasat University, and Silpakorn University.

The development of a new medical district, covering roughly 148 rai, is continuing through a partnership between the Faculty of Medicine at Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University and the State Railway of Thailand (SRT).

The first phase, covering 4.7 rai, will include new Siriraj Hospital buildings and an SRT Light Red Line station, slated for completion in 2027. The second phase, on 14 rai, will feature a wellness hub and residences for SRT and hospital staff.

From in-depth interviews with doctors at several hospitals, Ms Artitaya said time is the most crucial factor.

They prioritise proximity to the hospital, convenient access to mass transit, 24-hour facilities and amenities, shuttle services to the hospital, and low-density living environments.

[image: Ms Artitaya is pictured at the CBRE Thailand press conference held on Wednesday.]
Ms Artitaya is pictured at the CBRE Thailand press conference held on Wednesday.
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                  Economists press for autonomy of BoT                
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                                Economists have restated their calls for the Bank of Thailand to retain its independence, suggesting it is essential for the country's economic growth.
Nonarit Bisonyabut, a research fellow at the Thai Development Research Institute, said this issue has been proven globally -- countries with independent central banks have the ability to maintain economic stability, keep inflation at low levels, and record better economic expansion compared with nations with central banks that lack independence.

The independent committee tasked with selecting a new central bank board chairman failed to reach a conclusion on Tuesday, requesting more time to verify the qualifications of the candidates.

A date for the next meeting to consider the candidates has not been set.

According to Mr Nonarit, the role of the board chairman is akin to a "super CEO", responsible for setting the central bank's direction. Therefore, this individual should be politically independent, forward-thinking and capable of using academic principles to analyse the issues, he said.

The differing economic perspectives of the central bank and the government require open dialogue to bridge the differences, using empirical academic evidence to evaluate the pros and cons of various policies, said Mr Nonarit.

A source from the banking industry who requested anonymity said the private sector wants the new board chairman to increase confidence among all stakeholders, including the public, business owners and foreign investors.

The private sector wants continued collaboration on fiscal and monetary policy to support Thailand's ongoing economic recovery, the source said. Fiscal and monetary policies should be complementary to assist vulnerable groups, such as low-income earners and those burdened by high levels of debt, who are most affected by the sluggish economic conditions, according to the source.

Addressing the country's high level of household debt requires close coordination in terms of fiscal and monetary policies, the source said.

An economist at a financial institution who also requested anonymity said while the central bank's board chairman may not have a direct role in day-to-day management, the position could influence key decisions, such as the selection of the next central bank governor once Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput's term ends in September 2025.

The Pheu Thai-led government coalition has repeatedly stated that it favours a central bank policy rate cut, while it aims for alignment on government stimulus measures to lift the Thai economy.

"Although the board chairman does not directly determine the policy rate, the position may exert indirect influence. The independence of the central bank is a crucial factor the government must consider to build confidence among all stakeholders," said the economist.

Gun Hathaisattha, equity strategist at CGS International Securities (Thailand), said the market is watching the selection process for the new board chairman, hoping that monetary and fiscal policies will be more closely correlated going forward.

While rising conflicts between the central bank and Finance Ministry could cause Thailand to be downgraded, the market has greater concerns regarding the ability of the 10,000-baht cash handout to boost the economy, he said.

"If the 10,000-baht handout fails to stimulate the economy as the government expects, the country will be at higher risk of a downgrade because it adds a burden to public debt, which is already high," Mr Gun told the Bangkok Post.

"We expect the Thai policy rate to be slashed once in the fourth quarter, either at the October or December meeting. A GDP downgrade would offer more rationale for a rate cut."
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                  Confidence craters in tourism sector                

                Calls for a larger stimulus grow louder
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                                The tourism confidence index in the third quarter plunged year-on-year and remained below the benchmark, hampered by sluggish spending from factory closures, unemployment, rising non-performing loans and severe flooding in both Thailand and abroad, according to the Tourism Council of Thailand (TCT).
The TCT is meeting with the board chairman of the Tourism Authority of Thailand on Thursday to discuss increasing subsidies for the next phase of the proposed co-payment travel scheme from 40% in previous phases to 50%, with a focus on second-tier provinces, said TCT president Chamnan Srisawat.

He said a minimum budget of 5 billion baht should help generate at least 5 million room bookings and encourage local travellers to book 3-4 room nights on average during the scheme.

If possible, the government should not wait until the next low season to implement this scheme, as about 30 provinces were heavily affected by floods, said Mr Chamnan.

According to the TCT, the tourism confidence index for the third quarter was only 68, lower than the benchmark of 100 recorded before the pandemic.

The index fell from 79 in the second quarter and 69 in the corresponding period last year.

The future tourism index for the fourth quarter was 80, up slightly from 77 year-on-year, attributed to the high season.

The reading was derived from a survey of 740 local operators between Aug 10 and Sept 15, according to the TCT.

Mr Chamnan said the sluggish economy played a critical role in the index declining for the third quarter, mainly attributed to six months of easing inflation. The situation was worsened by severe flooding in many provinces last month, he said.

Mr Chamnan said the ongoing wars in the Middle East and Ukraine, as well as a strong baht, were critical factors to watch in the next few months.

The 10,000-baht handout for vulnerable groups should help to lift the economy, but only for a short period, he said.

Other than in Bangkok, the southern and eastern portions of the country, the third-quarter index declined year-on-year.

On average, tourism operators reported their revenue was at 47% of 2019 levels, while 82% were still recording lower revenue than during the pre-pandemic period, far worse than 54% in the corresponding period of 2023, according to the TCT.

The employment rate in the tourism industry was registered at 84% of the 2019 level, down from 99% in the second quarter, as workers travelled back to their hometowns during the harvest season.

Struck by floods in September, hotels recorded a 54% occupancy rate in the third quarter. Only large and international hotels exceeded the industry's average occupancy rate, Mr Chamnan.

"I'm more worried about an uneven tourism recovery across the supply side," he said.
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                                Two suspects in the 2004 Tak Bai massacre case left the country before their arrest warrants were issued, a House committee was told.
The information was conveyed at a meeting of the House Committee on Legal Affairs, Justice, and Human Rights, chaired by Kamolsak Leewamoh from the Prachachat Party.

The meeting aimed to follow up on progress in bringing suspects to trial for the Tak Bai massacre, which took place in Narathiwat's Tak Bai district on Oct 25, 2004.

The Narathiwat Provincial Court has issued arrest warrants for seven suspects, while the attorney-general has ordered indictments against seven additional suspects.

Among the participants at Wednesday's meeting were representatives from the House Committee on National Security, Border Affairs, National Strategy, and National Reform, as well as individuals connected to the case, including Pornpen Khongkachonkiet, director of the Cross Cultural Foundation.

Key officials, namely from the Internal Security Operations Command (Isoc) Region 4 Forward Command, Provincial Police Region (PPR) 9, National Security Council, and Prosecutor's Office Region 9, also attended the meeting.

At the meeting, PPR 9 representative Pol Col Rangsee Manjit responded to a question posed by committee member Witthaya Kaewparadai.

Mr Witthaya asked whether police had contacted the Immigration Bureau (IB) to inquire if any or all of the 14 suspects had fled the country.

Pol Col Rangsee said that PPR 9 had sent copies of the arrest warrants against the suspects to the IB, which has been on the lookout for them in case they are attempting to leave the country.

When the committee chairman asked if any suspects had left the country, Pol Col Rangsee confirmed that at least two suspects have left, although he did not disclose their identities.

Pol Col Rangsee added the two suspects left before the arrest warrants were handed to the IB.

The police colonel explained that investigators had forwarded copies of the warrants to the IB as soon as they received them.

Romadon Panjor, a PP MP and representative from the House Committee on National Security, pressed for clarity on the suspects' whereabouts.

Pol Col Rangsee admitted that, so far, police have been unable to locate the suspects. Interpol has been alerted and is in the process of issuing a Red Notice for the two suspects who left.
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                  Thai consumer confidence at 17-month low                

                Worries about floods and sluggish economy increase in September
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                                Thai consumer confidence dropped for a seventh consecutive month in September to a 17-month low, due mainly to concerns about slow economic growth and floods in parts of the country, a survey showed on Thursday.
The index compiled by the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce fell to 55.3 in September from 56.5 in the previous month, the university said in a statement.

Confidence was hurt by flooding and also high living costs, despite recent government handouts for millions of people, it said.

"The floods have a psychological impact, overshadowing the positive sentiment of the handout scheme," university president Thanavath Phonvichai told a briefing.

The government last month launched the first phase of its flagship handout of 10,000 baht for recipients to spend within six months, aimed at sparking economic activity.

The initial phase covered 14.5 million welfare cardholders and disabled people, who received their handouts in cash and not digital money as officials had been planning earlier.

The scheme is the cornerstone of the government's plans to kickstart Southeast Asia's second-largest economy, which expanded by a modest 2.3% in the second quarter of 2024.

The Bank of Thailand predicts 2.6% growth this year, after last year's 1.9% expansion that trailed regional peers.


	Special Report: Handout spurs hopes for spending bonanza
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                  Oil prices rise on US storm, fears of Israel-Iran conflict                

                Gasoline demand surged, as flight activity rebounds across Asia
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                                SINGAPORE - Oil prices rose on Thursday underpinned by a spike in fuel demand as a major storm barreled into Florida and concerns about potential supply disruptions in the Middle East amid heightened tensions between Israel and major oil producer Iran.
Brent crude futures rose 63 cents, or 0.8%, to US$77.21 a barrel, while the US West Texas Intermediate (WTI) futures were up 63 cents, or 0.9%, at $73.87 a barrel at 0423 GMT.

The world's largest oil producer and consumer has been hit by a second major storm, Hurricane Milton, which made landfall on Florida's west coast, spawning tornadoes and threatening surges of seawater.

The storm has already driven up demand for gasoline in the state, with about a quarter of fuel stations selling out of supplies, which has helped support crude prices.

Further underpinning prices, investors remained wary of escalating tensions between Israel and Iran, with Israeli Defence Minister Yoav Gallant promising an Israeli strike against Iran would be "lethal, precise and surprising".

United States President Joe Biden spoke with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu about Israel's plans concerning Iran in a 30-minute call on Wednesday that the White House described as "direct and very productive".
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Biden "continues to discourage Israel from targeting oil facilities, but there is growing concern that Israel's allies have little influence on its strategy," analysts at ANZ said in a note on Thursday.

Even with threats to the oil-producing Middle Eastern region top of mind, concerns about demand continue to underpin the fundamental outlook. The US Energy Information Administration (EIA) on Tuesday downgraded its demand forecast for 2025 on weakening economic activity in China and North America.

EIA data on Wednesday showed crude inventories jumped by 5.8 million barrels to 422.7 million barrels last week. That was a bigger build than analysts polled by Reuters had expected, but much lower than estimated on Tuesday by the American Petroleum Institute industry group.

However, oil demand has grown this month, according to analysts at JPMorgan, helping support prices.

"In the US, gasoline demand surged by 800 kbd (thousand barrels per day) week over week.. Across Asia, flight activity rebounded after being disrupted by multiple typhoons. In China, daily flight activity soared to an eight-week high," the analysts said in a note.

"With the majority of travel-related demand now behind us, the focus shifts to the impending weather-driven rise in demand in the coming weeks."
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                  "Hydrogen: The New Hope for Clean Energy Future"                

                Hydrogen emerges as a vital clean energy source, driving Thailand towards carbon neutrality and energy sustainability.
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                                Hydrogen: The New Hope for Clean Energy Industry
Hydrogen, an invisible element surrounding us, is emerging as a beacon of hope for the future of clean energy. Recognised for its environmental safety, hydrogen burns cleanly, producing only water and oxygen as by-products. Beyond its use as fuel, hydrogen can also be employed in Hydrogen Energy Storage Systems (HESS) and stored as compounds such as ammonia, methanol, and methane. The Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (EGAT), responsible for national power security, has been exploring carbon-free hydrogen production methods, including both green and blue hydrogen, with plans to conduct electricity production trials.

Green Hydrogen: Nature's Clean Energy Solution

Green hydrogen represents the next step in clean energy, utilising wind and sunlight--abundant but unpredictable natural resources. Through electrolysis, electricity is used to split water into hydrogen and oxygen, converting renewable energy into green hydrogen, which can then be used to generate stable, reliable electricity.

Since 2016, EGAT has been piloting a Wind Hydrogen Hybrid System, storing electricity in conjunction with a 300-kilowatt fuel cell to power the EGAT Learning Center at Lam Ta Khong during the daytime. In collaboration with leading Japanese energy companies, EGAT is also exploring green hydrogen production, storage, and transportation from solar energy in Thailand's southern region. This project aligns with EGAT's goal of achieving carbon neutrality.

[image: ]



Blue Hydrogen: A Cleaner Future for Fossil Fuels

To transition from fossil fuels to cleaner energy, EGAT, in collaboration with Chiang Mai University, is studying coal-based hydrogen production in Lampang's Mae Moh area. This process, known as coal gasification, produces brown hydrogen, which can be transformed into blue hydrogen through Carbon Capture, Utilisation, and Storage (CCUS) technology. The project aims to generate electricity using solid oxide fuel cell technology, significantly reducing carbon emissions compared to traditional coal-fired power plants. 

[image: ]
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Hydrogen Integration for Sustainable Energy

In addition to hydrogen storage and electricity generation via fuel cells, EGAT is also planning to mix hydrogen with natural gas (Hydrogen Co-firing) to reduce fossil fuel usage for electricity generation by 5% in gas turbine power plants by 2031-2040. EGAT has signed a cooperation agreement with Mitsubishi Heavy Industries (MHI) to explore fuel combinations and is working with Bangkok Industrial Gas Co., Ltd. (BIG) on hydrogen storage and transportation methods, with plans to test hydrogen-natural gas blends at EGAT power plants.

Hydrogen holds the potential to transform the clean energy landscape. Although challenges remain, particularly high production costs and infrastructure development, hydrogen is set to play a crucial role in enhancing energy infrastructure and supporting Thailand's energy transition. It is a key component in achieving the nation's goal of carbon neutrality by 2050, ensuring a sustainable future for Thailand and the world.

[image: ]
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                                Democracy, Peace, Prosperity
Taiwan pursues a strategy of three-in-one integrated diplomacy to deepen ties with diplomatic allies and other like-minded nations through values-based diplomacy, safeguard regional security via allied diplomacy and make use of its industrial success to propel economic diplomacy. As a peace-loving country, the front-line democracy aims to advance democracy, peace and prosperity (DPP) with the rest of the world.

[image: National Day Celebration October 10, 2024]

Brilliant Taiwan

Taiwan brings a unique brilliance to the global stage through its diverse ecosystems, rich cultural heritage, and steadfast commitment to social justice, including gender equality. As Taiwan weaves itself into the fabric of the world, the island country's innovation, sustainability and vibrant cultural mosaic infuse the global community with profound depth and vitality.
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                  Thailand eyes $300bn gas field frozen by Cambodia dispute                

                Remaining Thai gas reserves estimated to last up to 10 years
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                                The Pheu Thai-led coalition government will restart negotiations with Cambodia to explore an offshore oil and gas field with at least US$300 billion worth of reserves that the two countries have been squabbling over since the 1970s.
Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, who took office in September following the dismissal of her predecessor Srettha Thavisin by the Constitutional Court, said the joint exploration is among her administration's top 10 urgent goals as the country seeks to boost dwindling reserves, and contain electricity prices and a ballooning fuel imports bill.

The neighbours agreed earlier this year to discuss how to fairly exploit the 26,000-square kilometre block that is estimated to contain about 10 trillion cubic feet of natural gas and 300 million barrels of crude oil. The process will not be easy, given their history of diplomatic spats and sensitivities on both sides over ceding sovereignty. Negotiations have stalled since 2001, when the countries agreed that territorial claims must be discussed at the same time as joint resource development.

But some in Thailand are hopeful the urgency of declining domestic gas production and reserves, and a closing window for fossil fuel use, will finally bring about a breakthrough allowing the nations to start exploration now and resolve territorial issues later.

"We don't need to resolve the different opinions on boundaries, we just need to have neighbourly chats and try to make use of the resources," Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira said in parliament last month. "That will boost security as well as cut utility costs."

Cambodia remains committed to discussing the issue with Thailand, government spokesperson Pen Bona said in a statement to Bloomberg News. "If the new government of Thailand is ready, we are happy to continue the negotiations," he said.

Natural gas meets 60% of Thailand's power needs, with domestic supply accounting for more than half of that. At the current rate of consumption, the country could run out of gas in five to 10 years. There is also concern about Thailand's ability to meet rising power demand as the major automobile and tourism hub attempts to attract energy-intensive data centres.
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"Without doing anything, we'll need to import much more LNG (liquefied natural gas) to meet the demand for power generation," said Kurujit Nakornthap, executive director of the independent Petroleum and Energy Institute of Thailand. The unexplored reserves are expected to extend the country's offshore gas supply by at least 20 years, he added.

Revenue sharing 

Both Thailand and Cambodia have floated revenue sharing models in the region known as the Overlapping Claims Area, which, according to former energy minister Pichai Naripthaphan, contains resources worth at least 10 trillion baht ($300 billion). A successful negotiation will likely benefit companies like Chevron Corp, Shell Plc and Thailand's own PTT Exploration & Production Pcl, which won concessions back in the 1970s but have not been able to undertake any exploration in the disputed area. ConocoPhillips and TotalEnergies SE were reported by local media to have won concession rights in Cambodia.

Cambodia has fewer reasons to rush to the negotiating table even though it is almost entirely dependent on foreign fuel. Unlike Thailand, the smaller country lacks a robust domestic oil and gas industry and will likely remain dependent on its neighbours for energy imports and fuel supply. 

"Regardless of the revenue sharing model, Thai producers and contractors would need to undertake the bulk of the work in the overlapping claims area, and Thai companies would walk away the biggest winners," Bangkok-based consultancy CLC Asia said in report last year.

For Thailand, the precedent exists for joint exploration. In 1979, it agreed with Malaysia on common boundaries in the lower Gulf of Thailand and marked a relatively small area of 7,250 square kilometres for an ongoing joint development project. As for the dispute with Cambodia, a Thai government spokesperson said negotiations are among the prime minister's priorities but declined to provide a timeline.

Still, some critics say Thailand should seek to resolve the overlapping claims area first, like with Malaysia, before discussing mutual benefits of commercial exploration.

"If it proceeds, the negotiation won't be finished but the government will," said former senator Somchai Swangkarn, adding that any compromise on Thai sovereignty will spark public backlash against the government. "We must negotiate delimitations first. That's the only way."
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                  KBank keen to pare its expansion in China                

                Firm remains upbeat on Southeast Asia
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                                Kasikornbank (KBank) has scaled back its banking business in China because of increased uncertainties stemming from geopolitical tensions and a slowdown in that country's economic growth.
According to chief executive Kattiya Indaravijaya, the bank has cautiously approached business expansion in China, citing rising geopolitical risk, slower GDP growth and heightened competition in the Chinese market. She noted that some multinational corporations have faced obstacles when trying to successfully operate in China.

KBank, the country's third-largest lender by total assets, runs its operations in China through KBank China and has five branches.

Ms Kattiya said the bank still believes in its potential to expand in Southeast Asia, particularly in Vietnam and Indonesia, as there is room to grow in these markets and increase financial inclusion, particularly among underserved groups.

"Digital banking plays a crucial role in expanding financial inclusion in neighbouring countries through our K-Plus platform, in collaboration with local strategic partners," she said.

KBank holds an 84.5% stake in Indonesia's Bank Maspion and operates in Vietnam through the Vietnam branch of KBank. The bank anticipates its World Business Group will account for 5% of total profits in five years.

According to Ms Kattiya, 48% of Indonesia's population and 43% of Vietnam's population are underserved in terms of financial services, providing ample opportunity for expansion in these countries.

KBank supports large local corporations seeking to expand into Southeast Asia's markets, which offer advantages such as high levels of GDP growth, she said. The region's neutrality, especially in the face of rising geopolitical risk, is a positive factor in attracting foreign direct investment, said Ms Kattiya.

The International Monetary Fund predicts Vietnam and Indonesia will post annual GDP growth of 6.4% and 5%, respectively, over the next five years.

A key advantage for both nations is their large and youthful populations. Vietnam has a population of 99 million, while Indonesia has 277 million, with these numbers projected to rise to 107 million and 317 million, respectively, by 2050, further bolstering the region's economic potential.

Vietnam also benefits from a lower minimum wage compared with regional peers, while Indonesia is rich in natural resources, she said. Despite these advantages, the strong competitiveness of local businesses, particularly in the retail sector, poses a challenge to foreign companies, said Ms Kattiya.

Local businesses have strong potential to compete with major international and regional retail giants such as Carrefour, Lotte and 7-Eleven, so Thai companies should be prepared for regional expansion, she said.
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                                The Finance Ministry is preparing stimulus measures for areas affected by severe flooding.
According to Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat, once the floodwaters recede, the ministry is set to provide assistance in two key areas: revitalising the local economy in flood-affected areas by encouraging people to visit and spend money in those regions; and implementing financial measures through state financial institutions, many of which have already been introduced.

"The ministry is reviewing measures to see what additional tools can be utilised. Once the new measures are finalised, there will be on-site visits to the affected areas, such as Chiang Mai and Mae Sai, as part of a 'Mobile Finance' initiative," he said.

On Tuesday, the cabinet approved relief funds for flood-affected households, granting 9,000 baht per household.

The cabinet also approved measures proposed by the Operations Center for Flood, Storm and Landslide Victims that include 10,000 baht per household for cleaning up mud and other debris.

Other measures are expected to include financial aid for home repairs and agricultural land remedies, according to the ministry.

Past ministry efforts included fiscal measures to assist flood victims in 2017, allowing homeowners to deduct home repair costs from their taxes, up to 100,000 baht per household.

Car repair costs for vehicles damaged by flooding could also be deducted, up to 30,000 baht per vehicle. These deductions applied to areas officially declared flood zones between July 5 and Dec 31, 2017.

The ministry used state financial institutions, such as the Small and Medium Enterprise (SME) Development Bank of Thailand, to offer low-interest loans to businesses affected by the 2017 floods.

A total of 5 billion baht was made available, allowing SMEs to borrow with a maximum term of 15 years and a loan period of up to seven years at low interest rates, set at 3% for the first three years, with rates set by the bank from years four to seven.

To promote tourism in flood-affected areas, Mr Julapun said the ministry can implement various measures such as tax incentives, allowing expenses incurred for travel in disaster-affected areas to be tax-deductible, similar to the 2022 initiative that promoted tourism in secondary cities.

Under that initiative, the Revenue Department allowed corporate businesses to deduct 100% of expenses for domestic training and seminars held for employees in secondary cities.
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                New facility to cover 1,059 rai of land
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                                A new 2.2-billion-baht industrial complex, Pinthong Industrial Estate 7, will be developed in Chon Buri to serve manufacturers in S-curve industries, especially foreign companies relocating their production facilities as a result of geopolitical conflicts, says the Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand (IEAT).
Among the targeted industries are auto parts, medical equipment, electronics and renewable energy, according to the authority.

The IEAT and real estate developer Pinthong Industrial Park Plc plan to co-develop Pinthong Industrial Estate 7.

"The new industrial estate will facilitate new investors, especially those from China, Taiwan and Japan," said Sumet Thangprasert, acting governor of the IEAT.

"Some investors are seeking new investment destinations to avoid the impact of geopolitical conflicts."

The new estate covers 1,059 rai of land and is another IEAT joint project that promotes investment in the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC).

Spanning parts of Chon Buri, Rayong and Chachoengsao, the EEC is set to become Thailand's high-tech industrial hub, hosting 12 targeted S-curve industries, including new-generation cars and smart electronics.

S-curve industries refer to emerging industries with a potential to grow rapidly.

"The number of Chinese investors continue to increase in Thailand due mainly to the growth of electric vehicle [EV] industry and its supply chain," said Surach Patanawongyuneyong, a member of the executive committee of Pinthong Industrial Park.

Entrepreneurs from Japan make up the majority of investors accounting for 40% of total investors at Pinthong-owned industrial estates, followed by China (21%) and other countries and territories, including those in Europe, Thailand and Taiwan (9%).

Mr Surach expects Chinese investors to outnumber Japanese investors soon because Beijing continues to support its business people embarking on new investment projects overseas.

"Chinese entrepreneurs tend to invest in auto parts, computer chips, electrical products, home appliances and equipment used for renewable energy," he said.

Industrial estate developers are facing higher land prices in the EEC, which has increased by 30%, following the state promotion of investment in the EEC and the EV industry, said Mr Surach.

His company plans to develop three more industrial estates in Chon Buri and Rayong.

Pinthong set an industrial land sales target of 850 rai for this year, an increase from 750 rai. The company expects its revenue to grow by 15% year-on-year in 2024.
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                                Economists have restated their calls for the Bank of Thailand to retain its independence, suggesting it is essential for the country's economic growth.
Nonarit Bisonyabut, a research fellow at the Thai Development Research Institute, said this issue has been proven globally -- countries with independent central banks have the ability to maintain economic stability, keep inflation at low levels, and record better economic expansion compared with nations with central banks that lack independence.

The independent committee tasked with selecting a new central bank board chairman failed to reach a conclusion on Tuesday, requesting more time to verify the qualifications of the candidates.

A date for the next meeting to consider the candidates has not been set.

According to Mr Nonarit, the role of the board chairman is akin to a "super CEO", responsible for setting the central bank's direction. Therefore, this individual should be politically independent, forward-thinking and capable of using academic principles to analyse the issues, he said.

The differing economic perspectives of the central bank and the government require open dialogue to bridge the differences, using empirical academic evidence to evaluate the pros and cons of various policies, said Mr Nonarit.

A source from the banking industry who requested anonymity said the private sector wants the new board chairman to increase confidence among all stakeholders, including the public, business owners and foreign investors.

The private sector wants continued collaboration on fiscal and monetary policy to support Thailand's ongoing economic recovery, the source said. Fiscal and monetary policies should be complementary to assist vulnerable groups, such as low-income earners and those burdened by high levels of debt, who are most affected by the sluggish economic conditions, according to the source.

Addressing the country's high level of household debt requires close coordination in terms of fiscal and monetary policies, the source said.

An economist at a financial institution who also requested anonymity said while the central bank's board chairman may not have a direct role in day-to-day management, the position could influence key decisions, such as the selection of the next central bank governor once Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput's term ends in September 2025.

The Pheu Thai-led government coalition has repeatedly stated that it favours a central bank policy rate cut, while it aims for alignment on government stimulus measures to lift the Thai economy.

"Although the board chairman does not directly determine the policy rate, the position may exert indirect influence. The independence of the central bank is a crucial factor the government must consider to build confidence among all stakeholders," said the economist.

Gun Hathaisattha, equity strategist at CGS International Securities (Thailand), said the market is watching the selection process for the new board chairman, hoping that monetary and fiscal policies will be more closely correlated going forward.

While rising conflicts between the central bank and Finance Ministry could cause Thailand to be downgraded, the market has greater concerns regarding the ability of the 10,000-baht cash handout to boost the economy, he said.

"If the 10,000-baht handout fails to stimulate the economy as the government expects, the country will be at higher risk of a downgrade because it adds a burden to public debt, which is already high," Mr Gun told the Bangkok Post.

"We expect the Thai policy rate to be slashed once in the fourth quarter, either at the October or December meeting. A GDP downgrade would offer more rationale for a rate cut."
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                                The tourism confidence index in the third quarter plunged year-on-year and remained below the benchmark, hampered by sluggish spending from factory closures, unemployment, rising non-performing loans and severe flooding in both Thailand and abroad, according to the Tourism Council of Thailand (TCT).
The TCT is meeting with the board chairman of the Tourism Authority of Thailand on Thursday to discuss increasing subsidies for the next phase of the proposed co-payment travel scheme from 40% in previous phases to 50%, with a focus on second-tier provinces, said TCT president Chamnan Srisawat.

He said a minimum budget of 5 billion baht should help generate at least 5 million room bookings and encourage local travellers to book 3-4 room nights on average during the scheme.

If possible, the government should not wait until the next low season to implement this scheme, as about 30 provinces were heavily affected by floods, said Mr Chamnan.

According to the TCT, the tourism confidence index for the third quarter was only 68, lower than the benchmark of 100 recorded before the pandemic.

The index fell from 79 in the second quarter and 69 in the corresponding period last year.

The future tourism index for the fourth quarter was 80, up slightly from 77 year-on-year, attributed to the high season.

The reading was derived from a survey of 740 local operators between Aug 10 and Sept 15, according to the TCT.

Mr Chamnan said the sluggish economy played a critical role in the index declining for the third quarter, mainly attributed to six months of easing inflation. The situation was worsened by severe flooding in many provinces last month, he said.

Mr Chamnan said the ongoing wars in the Middle East and Ukraine, as well as a strong baht, were critical factors to watch in the next few months.

The 10,000-baht handout for vulnerable groups should help to lift the economy, but only for a short period, he said.

Other than in Bangkok, the southern and eastern portions of the country, the third-quarter index declined year-on-year.

On average, tourism operators reported their revenue was at 47% of 2019 levels, while 82% were still recording lower revenue than during the pre-pandemic period, far worse than 54% in the corresponding period of 2023, according to the TCT.

The employment rate in the tourism industry was registered at 84% of the 2019 level, down from 99% in the second quarter, as workers travelled back to their hometowns during the harvest season.

Struck by floods in September, hotels recorded a 54% occupancy rate in the third quarter. Only large and international hotels exceeded the industry's average occupancy rate, Mr Chamnan.

"I'm more worried about an uneven tourism recovery across the supply side," he said.
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																As other countries plough ahead with their signature initiatives for governing AI, the pressure is on Asean to show that it, too, has something to say.
The European Union has its EU AI Act; the US has a presidential Executive Order. In parallel with these regulatory frameworks, Asean has now launched new voluntary guidance on AI governance and ethics, aiming to facilitate innovation.

But is laying out another framework that Asean most needs? While the new document will help establish common views between member states as they set their national rules, developing concrete guidelines that have buy-in from all member states is challenging given their diverse levels of digital maturity, and the rapid proliferation of frameworks in other regions like the US, EU and China.

Instead, the "Asean way" for AI governance should perhaps look more targeted. Rather than identifying common principles, which risks reinventing the wheel, Asean should take a flexible minilateral approach that pulls together interested member-states to tackle the issues that are most relevant to them, such as addressing the potential for AI to empower scammers and cybercriminals and finding ways to draw AI talent and investment to the region.

Embracing differences

Asean released its "Guide on AI Governance and Ethics" in February 2024, centring on high-level principles like transparency and human-centricity. Given the diversity among Asean countries in digital maturity and willingness to regulate, the guide's flexibility is fitting.

Rather than prescribing a one-size-fits-all solution for organisations, it provides a toolkit of options. Where it speaks to member states and the region, its recommendations often focus on innovation, capacity-building, and investing in talent.

But this very versatility could create challenges in implementation. The 87-page document may be too weighty for an SME's first foray into AI, yet too high-level to be immediately actionable. This is all the more so given the proliferation of competing guidance from established bodies, like the OECD's AI Principles or the NIST AI Risk Management Framework.

The Asean guide may wind up seeming redundant as the technology evolves and global standards evolve with it.

Rather than trying to develop a comprehensive framework, Asean's AI governance work might be better off if member states homed in on their highest priorities. The guide suggests setting up an Asean Working Group on AI Governance, which could kickstart region-wide efforts to cooperate in these areas. But many conversations may benefit from minilateral arrangements, involving subsets of the ten Asean member states.

These minilateral arrangements should emphasise localisation, asking what Asean can bring to the table. They should also emphasise flexible involvement, encouraging member states to be involved in a more ad-hoc fashion based on the issue, as different groupings of Asean countries will be motivated to solve different problems.

Smashing scams

One priority that Asean should tackle is the impact of AI systems on scams and cybercrime. Scam operations in Southeast Asia already trap hundreds of thousands of human trafficking victims and cost billions annually, but AI could turbo-charge this problem.

Large language models make it easier to generate targeted scam messages at scale, and real-time deepfakes have already been used in a high-profile case to steal US$25 million (836.5 million baht) from a multinational company in Hong Kong. Voice cloning capabilities could open up new vectors of attack, allowing scammers to make ransom scam calls in the voice of people's loved ones.

Asean needs to pre-empt abuse of these tools, some of which are not widespread purely due to the temporary good grace of tech companies. OpenAI, for example, is withholding its voice cloning model due to risks of misuse; even fiercely pro-open-source Meta refuses to release its Voicebox model.

It may only be so long before similarly capable models become popular, and Asean should make full use of this grace period before they do. Having proposed Asean's new anti-online scams working group, Thailand could be a natural advocate for this issue.

Those countries with strong and growing digital industries, like Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam, the Philippines, and Indonesia, could also join forces to build up the region's overall talent pool. One natural starting point would be attracting foreign AI talent, given Southeast Asia's popularity with remote workers. Many Asean countries have rolled out digital nomad visas or targeted entrepreneurs and tech workers explicitly. At a regional level, there may be lessons worth sharing or perhaps even a joint tourism or visa campaign worth investing in.

These countries could also make a combined effort to draw MNCs to invest in regional talent and infrastructure, as in Microsoft's plan to upskill 2.5 million people in AI across Asean, and Google's Asia-Pacific AI Opportunity Fund. To appeal to firms wanting to enter the Southeast Asian market, they could also develop a shared repository of business opportunities and localisation partners to reduce friction for investors.

Such efforts may be a tougher sell as member states may want to compete, not cooperate -- as they did over Taylor Swift. But given the speed of the AI race, they should consider joining forces, lest other blocs eclipse them. To make the most of AI, Asean member states must lean into their and the region's particular interests -- embracing the diversity, flexibility, and pragmatism that has become a signature of the Asean way.



Shaun Ee is a Policy and Strategy Manager and Jam Kraprayoon is a researcher at the San Francisco-based Institute of AI Policy and Strategy (IAPS).
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																There have always been questions about how to hire Gen Z graduates -- those born between 1997 and 2012. The debate has often included some variation of, "Young people nowadays don't work like we do."
I recommend that employers in the mid-2020s ask these three questions to recent graduates, who may have academic credentials but lack the personal qualities necessary to thrive in a professional environment. As both an academic and a former industry professional, I am confident that these simple questions will help identify the right candidates to hire.

Firstly, ask the graduates to describe their reading and study habits. While it might be expected that students read and study, their approach to these basic tasks is largely lacking. Few students read and prepare for their classes despite knowing their semester schedule and being told what to expect in the next class. Fundamental tasks occupy a large portion of an employee's time; thus, making sure the candidate is willing to approach these tasks positively is crucial.

Here, the employer finds out about the graduate as an individual. How the graduate approaches self-improvement, discipline, use of available resources, and the extent of their knowledge base. Learning does not stop with a degree, so reading and study habits will indicate those disciplined enough to be a continuous learner without having someone say so. A proactive, independent and self-aware individual would happily read daily and pursue courses for their progression. These individuals would lift the environment they are in. And smart business people will see their company grow.

Secondly, ask the graduate to describe their social club involvement at university. How does the job seeker behave in a small group? Surprisingly, or not, social club activity participation at universities in Thailand is decreasing. Employers want versatile employees, those who can build positive networks, and those who can work and learn from others. University clubs develop all of these.

Asking about social participation helps point out graduates who are positively social, accustomed to teamwork, proactive and have some degree of time management skills. Clubs bring students from different faculties together, thus providing an excellent opportunity to learn, share and explain. This diversity is similar to the workplace, where engineers, finance and marketing may need to work together. Also, being in a club means balancing one's time. Good time management skills are always appreciated in an office.

Thirdly, ask the graduate about their non-university activities such as volunteering, part-time work, etc. The job seeker can show their understanding of their role in society. Self- and general awareness are not only needed for maturity but also for innovating and identifying business opportunities. Involvement outside of university is a positive indicator that the graduate has the potential to bring value to the business.

Here, the employer will get a good idea of the graduate's maturity, community awareness, willingness to give, and overall contribution to a bigger ideal. Interacting with a range of people helps develop the emotional intelligence required for the workplace. Exposure to working professionals helps the aspirant be aware of the workplace's expectations. Thus, a shorter onboarding time is required and quicker returns for hiring the individual.

There will be many excuses, but these excuses will be helpful in identifying the thinking, maturity and approaches of the potential hire. If the graduates start with "I did..." then that is a positive sign of taking ownership. Asking questions also helps the interviewee understand themselves by reflecting on what they have done so far.

Some hiring managers take a degree as a sign of trainability. Identifying trainability requires more, including identifying curiosity, a desire and willingness to learn and exposure to different things. Small businesses may be unable to perform psychometric testing as some large Thai companies do, but ask penetrating questions to understand the candidate.

Also, technology is increasingly making technical knowledge time-bound. With innovation, approaches to work and tools in the 21st century change every 10-15 years, so the approach to learning is even more crucial. The knowledge a graduate has will not be very useful in 10 years. Employers looking to grow a business over a long period would benefit by focusing on the aspirants' attitude to learning rather than present certification.

Times are changing, but some things remain the same, such as employers wanting employees to deliver value. Identifying potentially productive employees is difficult for small businesses, which make up a significant portion of employers. Using simple questions about self, social clubs, and society can help identify who to invest in hiring.



Mariano Miguel Carrera, PhD, is a lecturer at the International College at King Mongkut's University.
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																The script of Latin American politics too often reads like a "dictator novel," and on Sept 11, another chapter drew to a close with the death of Alberto Fujimori. As the president who most defined -- and divided -- modern Peru, his legacy remains a topic of heated debate. One version of Fujimori's epitaph would commend his economics and condemn his politics, but the deeper lesson his life story offers may be that it is impossible to separate the two.
Fujimori's Peru was yet another poster child of the Chicago Boys' neoliberal project in Latin America. Known as "El Chino" ("the Chinese"), Fujimori (whose heritage was Japanese) was a political and ethnic outsider, which made him relatable to many ordinary Peruvians. He was particularly popular among non-white indigenous people and Asians who had migrated to Peru largely as agricultural labour but, at least initially, less so among the European-origin Lima elites who dominated Peruvian politics.

After winning an election against the novelist Mario Vargas Llosa in 1990, Fujimori -- a former university professor -- soon addressed the country's two biggest challenges. He tackled the raging hyperinflation that had been undermining macroeconomic stability and food security; and he confronted the terrorist threat posed by the Maoist insurgent group Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path), led by another former professor, Abimael Guzman.

The "Fujishock" proved effective in restoring relative peace and prosperity, thereby burnishing Fujimori's reputation and turning him into a national hero. "Fujimorism," as the local brand of neoliberalism came to be known, included a heady mix of tariff reduction, privatisation, and reforms to boost the "flexibility" of the labour market. These changes gave Peru a facelift for the era of hyper-globalisation, winning the approval of elites in Washington and Lima alike. At the same time, Fujimori worked with a special police unit to track down and capture Guzman, who was soon put ostentatiously behind bars. Riding these victories, Fujimori was easily re-elected in 1995 in a race against former United Nations Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar.

In all the coverage of Fujimori's life and death, relatively little attention has been paid to a key alliance that defined his entire approach: his relationship with Peruvian economist Hernando de Soto, whose 1986 bestseller, The Other Path: The Economic Answer to Terrorism, offered a pointed refutation of the Shining Path's philosophy.

It was the Swiss-educated Mr De Soto who charted Fujimori's course when he was still a fledgling politician in the early 1990s. The New York Times described Mr De Soto as Fujimori's "overseas salesman," while others have argued that he was the country's "informal president." In a face-off that The Economist described as "the economist versus the terrorist," Mr De Soto devised the strategy of undermining support for the Shining Path by granting land titles to coca farmers.

Moreover, it was Mr De Soto's economic policies that defined Fujimori's new constitution in 1992, following the "self-coup" in which he dissolved parliament and shut down the country's courts and newsrooms. John Williamson would later credit Mr De Soto as a key player in implementing neoliberal "Washington Consensus" policies on the ground; as the man who coined that term, he should know.

Since then, Mr De Soto has fashioned himself as a benign development specialist, founding the Institute for Liberty and Democracy and advising governments worldwide. He remains well-known for the land-titling program that sought to turbocharge capitalism in Peru by unleashing the "dead capital" under the feet of rural squatters. Once these informal economic actors had land titles, they could, in theory, use them as collateral to secure loans from the formal banking system. It was a classic, yet highly innovative, application of Chicago School economics, which held that property and contracts were the only institutions that an economy needs. As Mr De Soto presented it, titling would be the antidote to everything from poverty to terrorism.

As a doctoral student in law and economics, I spent considerable time conducting field research in Peru, particularly in the Pachacutec settlements outside of Lima. At the time, despite little empirical evidence that squatters were succeeding in converting formal titles into loans, Mr De Soto's proposal was all the rage. Academics and policymakers in the West loved the idea that they could transplant peace and prosperity by simply exporting their own laws to "the rest" (formalising the informal and making the extra-legal legal). But I wondered whether Mr De Soto's theory was really about institutions in a vacuum rather than about the state. After all, how were the new property rights and contracts underpinning his scheme supposed to be enforced? What was the true nature of these mysterious "institution-free institutions," as the Nobel laureate Elinor Ostrom called them?

One answer lies in the political workings of Fujimori's regime, which was anything but an exemplar of the rule of law. During his tenure as president, he not only ignored term limits but also presided over rampant corruption; conducted forced sterilisations; tortured, kidnapped, and killed his political opponents; and organised military death squads via the Grupo Colina. After escaping to Japan, which granted him refuge, he was eventually extradited from Chile and convicted in Peru on a wide range of crimes relating to the Grupo Colina's killings and kidnappings.

And yet, Peru's current government -- which is propped up by Fujimori's daughter, Keiko, the opposition leader -- reacted to his death by declaring three days of national mourning, and Peruvians lined up to honour his body as it lay in state. The two faces of Fujimori reflect the Janus-headed quality of neoliberalism and the tension at its core. There is no separating the political from the economic. Fujimori's legacy offers another reminder that neoliberalism's economic triumphs have often been accompanied by state violence, suggesting that the ideology is not really about law or institutions but about power. If we want to leave the bloody path of the "dictator novel" narrative in Latin America and elsewhere, the obituary we should be writing is that of neoliberalism.



Antara Haldar, Associate Professor of Empirical Legal Studies at the University of Cambridge, is a visiting faculty member at Harvard University and the principal investigator on a European Research Council grant on law and cognition.
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																As the expiry of the statute of limitations in the Tak Bai case looms, the ruling Pheu Thai Party has yet to show its willingness to bring those involved to justice -- if only as a gesture of respect for the rule of law. That is upsetting, to say the least.
Seven suspects, all senior state officials implicated in the lawsuit, disappeared when the court in Narathiwat province decided to accept the case two months ago.

They include Gen Pisal Wattanawongkiri, a Pheu Thai MP and former commander of the Fourth Army Region in the South at the time of the massacre.

The tragedy followed the violent dispersal of demonstrators, largely weaponless, who had gathered in front of a local police station as they demanded the release of six detainees.

Seven of the demonstrators were reportedly shot dead at the scene on Oct 25, 2004, and 78 others died later from suffocation or organ failure as they were piled up in trucks and taken to a military camp in Pattani's Nong Chik district, 150 kilometres away.

The relatives of the victims have experienced long delays in this case, for which the court set the trial date as Oct 25, before the case effectively expires. But their frustration continues, with reports that all the suspects have now gone into hiding.

Gen Pichet Chuamuangphan, Deputy Speaker of the House, admitted that he granted sick leave to Gen Pisal during Aug 26 to Oct 30 as he allegedly needed to undergo medical treatment abroad.

Mr Pichet said approving such lengthy leave was "business as usual". But no details have been provided about this alleged illness, nor the name of the hospital where the MP is supposed be having treatment.

Previously, some Pheu Thai members got tough with Gen Prawit Wongsuwon, leader of the Palang Pracharath Party, for taking too many leaves of absence, missing scores of House sessions. Visuth Chainaroon, a Pheu Thai list-MP and government chief whip, even urged Gen Prawit to resign.

But isn't this a case of the pot calling the kettle black? Prompong Nopparit, an ex-Pheu Thai MP, went so far as to file a case with the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC). Then again, Mr Prawit is not facing any criminal charge like the former commander of the Fourth Army Region.

Citing people's right to take a leave of absence in a case of this magnitude undermines the credibility of the justice system and is unacceptable.

As a matter of principle, the party is obliged to convince the public that it observes the rule of law without allowing for double standards.

In the case of Gen Pisal, Pheu Thai must take action. It should expel him as a show of sincerity, and maybe file a petition with the anti-graft agency.

Thaksin, the party's de facto leader, and his sister and ex-prime minister Yingluck, also absconded before -- in 2008 and 2014.

There is a risk of alienating the South if none are held to account.

This culture of impunity will simply pour more fuel on the fire.
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																As world leaders recently convened in New York for the United Nations General Assembly, the prospect of reforming the Security Council emerged as a major topic of discussion. A key question is whether the Council should add more permanent members.
Proponents of expansion argue that adding countries like India, Brazil, or Japan would make the Security Council more representative of the UN's membership. Critics, however, warn that adding more permanent members with veto power could cripple the Council, making it even less effective than it is now. Moreover, there are 22 countries with larger populations than France, the smallest of the Security Council's current five permanent members. This group includes India, Brazil, Japan, Indonesia, Pakistan, the Philippines, Nigeria, Germany, Mexico, and Turkey. If new permanent members are added, calls for further expansion are likely to follow.

While both arguments are compelling, reform does not need to be an either/or proposition. By overhauling the Security Council's structure and veto system, it is possible to make it both more representative and more effective. Amid today's ongoing wars and conflicts, reform is urgently needed. The veto power wielded by the Security Council's permanent members severely hampers the UN's ability to act during major international crises, even when there is overwhelming global support for intervention.

The war in Ukraine is a case in point. Following its 2022 invasion of Ukraine, Russia's Security Council veto has ruled out UN sanctions, which is one reason why the European Union and the United States imposed unilateral sanctions that often fail to account for other countries' interests. While some countries comply under pressure, the effectiveness of the sanction measures is significantly diminished without the UN's imprimatur.

The veto system can be traced back to the realpolitik of the postwar era. When the UN was founded, the Soviet Union insisted on the right to veto Security Council decisions, fearing it would be outvoted by the US and its allies. Then-US President Harry Truman demanded the same privilege, warning that without it, the Senate would not approve America's membership in the UN, just as it rejected Woodrow Wilson's effort to establish the League of Nations after World War I.

Between 1946 and 1969, the Soviet Union exercised 93% of all vetoes, often to block the admission of new UN members. While the USSR routinely rejected US-backed candidates, the US vetoed Vietnam's admission six times. Since 1970, however, the US has wielded its veto power more than any other permanent member, often to shield Israel from critical resolutions.

Nowadays, many Security Council vetoes stand in stark contrast to the views held by the overwhelming majority of the international community. This disconnect has fuelled frustration, and the veto system is increasingly viewed as unfair, unethical, and outdated.

Given that the Security Council's current governance structure already undermines its ability to fulfil its mandate and maintain global peace, adding more permanent members might seem counterproductive. To balance greater representation and effectiveness, any expansion of the Council must be accompanied by meaningful reforms to the veto system. One way to do this is to expand the Council to 20 members, including ten permanent seats while allowing a supermajority, say 16 votes, to override a veto by any permanent member. This change would preserve the veto power without necessarily creating more impasses. To prevent newly added permanent members from abusing the system, they could be granted membership without veto rights.

To be sure, curtailing the veto privileges of the world's major powers would be challenging. But given that even a qualified veto would still enable them to wield disproportionate influence, they can learn to adapt. Moreover, allowing vetoes to be overridden by a supermajority would boost the UN's legitimacy, ultimately benefiting the Security Council's permanent members. And since these countries can already resist many UN actions, they should be open to this reform.

Making the Security Council more representative and enhancing its effectiveness are not mutually exclusive. The world will be a better place if both reforms -- expanding its membership and limiting the veto -- are implemented simultaneously. (c)2024 Project Syndicate

Shang-Jin Wei, a former chief economist at the Asian Development Bank, is Professor of Finance and Economics at Columbia Business School and Columbia University's School of International and Public Affairs.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2880248/reforming-the-un-security-council



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Green deal powers Thailand's future								

															

																	
										
											[image: A rooftop solar panel at Chang Arena in Buri Ram. courtesy of Energy Absolute]
																							
													A rooftop solar panel at Chang Arena in Buri Ram. courtesy of Energy Absolute												

																					

									

																When Thailand joined the Clean Economy Agreement under the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) on June 6 this year, many wondered how the country could benefit from tackling the climate crisis.
Significantly. That is the answer.

Truth be told, Thailand is one of 14 country members of the IPEF. This framework is a multilateral economic cooperation platform launched by the United States in 2022, with goals to strengthen economic ties across the Indo-Pacific region. This trade agreement addresses four areas: fair trade, supply chains, clean economy, and fair economy.

The Clean Economy Agreement, dubbed "IPEF Pillar 3", focuses on building environmentally friendly economies through clean energy and green technology. The third pillar also aims to boost climate-friendly efforts at the regional level, align markets with common policies and standards, and encourage the use of low- and zero-emission products and services.

With global markets increasingly focused on fighting climate change and promoting sustainability, Thailand's involvement in the IPEF and access to clean energy technologies will help the country stay competitive in the international market.

Research prepared by the collaboration of the National Research Council of Thailand and the Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI) shows huge opportunities for Thailand if it adopts IPEF's third pillar.

First and foremost, IPEF support will help Thailand's transition towards a green economy, with wider access to climate-friendly energy and technologies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve resilience to climate change.

The collaboration will also help Thailand improve its capacity to develop know-how in solar panel and battery production, methane leak detection and reduction, and hydrogen fuel, which is a key future energy source.

Although the production costs for hydrogen are still high, technological support from IPEF members and effective carbon tax mechanisms could drive sustainable growth in its use.

Meanwhile, developing the Asean power grid is another important step towards enhancing energy supply resilience, which is in line with Thailand's green economy goals.

The European Union has already implemented the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), which directly affects Thai exports with high emissions such as cement, plastic, and steel. They then want to reduce emissions in their supply chains and explore the use of biofuels in the transport sector.

Joining the IPEF's Clean Economy cooperation and receiving clean technology support will, therefore, help accelerate changes in the operations of Thailand's industrial and transportation sectors, enabling a more effective shift to a green economy and avoiding trade barriers.

To mitigate global warming, Thailand is facing challenges in managing land, water, and natural resources sustainably. Innovations like rice field adjustments and using drones to spray fertilisers can help reduce emissions. Support from IPEF members then offers Thailand the opportunity to learn and apply advanced technologies in agriculture and natural resource management more efficiently.

Meanwhile, Thailand urgently needs to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, especially in the energy sector, which still heavily relies on fossil fuels.

To address the challenge, the government and private sector have launched the Thailand CCUS Consortium to develop carbon capture, utilisation, and storage (CCUS) technologies, which are highly effective in reducing emissions. Under this programme, they have developed projects like the "Thailand CCS Hub" and "Eastern Thailand CCS Hub" to reduce emissions.

As IPEF members, Thailand's partnership with Japan on geological surveys further improves the country's carbon capture and storage (CCS) technologies. It has also led to other collaborations between the Thai energy industry and Japanese corporations, such as INPEX and JGC Group.

Furthermore, being part of the IPEF's Clean Economy Agreement can help accelerate Thailand's use of existing green procurement programmes, resulting in the rise of eco-friendly businesses.

In this respect, it must be said that the Pollution Control Department (PCD) under Thailand's Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment has introduced a green procurement policy for 2022 to 2027. This policy is touted as a springboard towards sustainable resource use. Even though the policy is voluntary, it has already created positive incentives for the private sector.

The Third Pillar also supports businesses in up-skilling and re-skilling their personnel to work in green industries.

Under the Clean Economy Agreement, Thailand has access to green jobs training that will help upskill workers in traditional industries to transition into new roles.

Indeed, Thailand's Labour Ministry already has a five-year action plan to upskill the workforce. This scheme resonates with the International Labour Organization's (ILO) recommendations, emphasising a fair transition that helps workers adapt while ensuring decent working conditions.

Job training alone is not enough. Clear economic policies and effective organisational management are crucial to creating a sustainable and supportive environment for workers in all sectors.

The government's role is crucial to fully benefiting from IPEF's Clean Economy Agreement. It needs to take strong action to develop the right policies and technologies.

Equally important -- if not even more -- is that the government must set green product standards, invest in eco-friendly infrastructure, and reform the energy sector to end monopolies and open up the energy industry.

Joining IPEF's Clean Economy Agreement is a great opportunity for Thailand to strengthen its green energy and economy. However, success will require ongoing efforts and strong support from all sectors, especially the government.

Areeporn Asawinpongphan, PhD, is a Research Fellow at the Thailand Development Research Institute.
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																The latest appointment of a new national police chief gives the Paetongtarn government a much-needed image boost.
A few weeks earlier, there was a rumour about a "dark horse" and political intervention. The media even reported that Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra would skip the meeting and give Deputy PM Phumtham Wechayachai the formidable task of handling the issue.

Critics and many policemen are relieved that the Police Commission, which Ms Paetongtarn attended as chairperson, overwhelmingly voted 8 to 0 to appoint Pol Gen Kitrat Panphet as the new national police chief.

The decision has been broadly welcomed. Among the three candidates, Pol Gen Kitrat is considered the most senior in terms of work years and has required experience in crime investigation, fighting narcotics and cybercrime.

"The promotion gives hope to those who see fair treatment and merit at the Royal Thai Police. It gives good momentum to police reform," Pol Maj Gen Supisarn Bhakdinarinath, a lawmaker under The People's Party, said after the promotion news came out.

The new police chief will be expected to salvage public trust in the Royal Thai Police (RTP) and initiate reform.

His baptism of fire will be judged by how well he handles the promotion of high-ranking and senior police officers, starting later this month. Promotions in the past have been marred by accusations of position buying.

Time and circumstance favour Pol Gen Kitrat if he is to make positive changes. Laws and official guidelines on police rank promotion drafted a few years ago came into effect last year and are awaiting to be put to use. The National Police Act 2022 -- effective October last year -- prescribes rank promotion criteria in granular detail, such as the number of years and specific experiences each police must have to qualify for promotion.

The Office of Police Commission, an anti-corruption agency within RTP, was opened a few years ago for police officers to file complaints against their bosses regarding unfair promotions. Superiors guilty of unfair promotion are liable for jail terms of up to five years.

However, the biggest challenge for the new RTP boss will be regaining public trust. To do this, he must eradicate corruption and bribe-taking.

As a law enforcement agency, the new chief must ensure that police officers enforce the law equally instead of being seen sparing wealthy and influential suspects.

To begin with, Pol Gen Kitrat can score by catching all eight suspects -- all of them high-ranking officials in the Tak Bai case to stand trial on Oct 25.

The new police chief is known and praised for his managerial skills. Thousands of his subordinates, especially rank-and-file cops, are waiting for him to improve their work conditions and welfare.

Many deplorable police flats that look like slums need renovations, and there are police stations that need more money so police officers don't have to dig into their pockets to buy laptops or firearms. Many low-rank policemen who suffer from mental problems need professional help instead of suffering in silence or having a breakdown. Police must be taken care of so they can serve the public efficiently.

Society and critics are watching our new police chief and hope he will turn the RTP into an honourable institution that people can run to instead of running away from when they need help.
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																'No one can stop the wheel of history," said China's President Xi Jinping on the recent 75th anniversary of the day when the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) proclaimed the creation of the People's Republic of China. And the wheel is indeed still turning -- but that may not be good news for the fourth-generation heirs of that revolution.
The 1950s was the time of peak Communism, when people still feared or hoped that it would spread across the whole world. That was never likely, however, and apart from Cuba and Vietnam, it never spread any farther.

The Soviet Union itself finally evaporated peacefully in 1991 at the age of 74, taking the rest of the European Communist regimes down with it.

At that point, China suddenly became the world's oldest surviving Communist state -- which had the same psychological impact on the CCP as losing one's own parents does to those in the middle generation. Suddenly, your own generation is on the front line, with personal extinction waiting for you down the road.

The Chinese Communist revolution was still only 42 years old in 1991, of course, but a chill wind began to blow as Party members realised that Communist regimes can be mortal too. From that time on, avoiding the fate of the Soviet Union has become the unwritten subtext of almost every major policy decision the CCP regime has made.

Inevitably, there were competing prescriptions for the best way to avoid that fate. By the middle 1990s, two dominant strategies had emerged, espoused by two rival factions: the "princelings", who were the children and grandchildren of the founding revolutionary heroes, and the "populists", who had risen by merit.

Most "populists" had grown up poor somewhere in the country's vast interior and were aware of the needs of vulnerable social groups like farmers, migrant workers and the urban poor. Their formula for outlasting the Soviet Union was a more generous welfare state, more open media, and more democracy within the Party.

Most of them came up through the Communist Youth League and were known in Chinese as tuanpai ("the League faction").

The "princelings", by contrast, were born to privilege and rose easily upward through the ranks of the ruling party as they matured. They generally took a more authoritarian and centralising approach to politics, and they regularly pointed out that it was Mikhail Gorbachev's attempt to "reform" the Soviet Communist Party that precipitated its downfall.

However, in the nineties and the noughties the Chinese economy was still growing very fast, and a choice between the rival strategies could easily be postponed. For almost three decades the two factions carefully shared power and never attacked each other in public. But then the economic miracle ran out of steam.

There was really nothing miraculous about China's 30 years of high-speed growth (10% a year). Most industrialising economies get that one-time bonus growth while the rural population migrates to the cities and provides emerging industries with almost limitless cheap labour.

Britain had that in 1850-1880, the United States in 1870-1900, Russia in 1920-1940 (cut short by the Second World War), and Japan in 1950-1980. It never lasts, and China's time was up by 2015.

That's why the truce between the princelings and the populists was broken in 2012-2015, as Xi Jinping, the ultimate princeling, took over all the major offices of state: President of the Chinese People's Republic, and General Secretary of the Chinese Communist Party, and Chairman of the Central Military Commission. It is decided: the future is authoritarian.

There's no surprise in that. The princelings were always a more cohesive faction, and "reform" is seen by most Chinese Communists as the gateway to oblivion. The question is whether repression can be a successful long-term strategy, especially when the economy is no longer growing fast, and the population is going into decline.

We can't really estimate the likely longevity of the kind of high-tech total surveillance state that Mr Xi is building in China now, because it's a new thing in history. It's more ambitious than any previous experiment in controlling human behaviour, and if it works then the regime could turn out to be immortal.

On the other hand, you just have to write that sentence down to realise how implausible it is. The Old Hundred Names have seen off a dozen other dynasties and countless invaders; they're probably not finished yet.
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																Social protection systems are essential to achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
However, social protection is insufficient across Asia and the Pacific, and the region is at risk from megatrends: climate change, demographic shifts and digitalisation. Tens of millions of people have been pushed into extreme poverty since Covid-19, reversing past gains, and many millions more live precariously just above the poverty line.

Protecting our future today: Social Protection in Asia and the Pacific, a report by the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, outlines challenges in the region and offers an approach to solving them through foresight and urgent action.

Climate change is being felt across our region, causing loss of life and livelihoods. While the exposure and vulnerability vary between and within countries and groups, women-headed rural households in some countries, for example, suffer much higher exposure to cyclones and storms.

Social protection is a powerful policy tool offering support for health, income and food security and help to those displaced. It can also buffer the impacts of climate policies to help ensure a just transition.

Another megatrend is ageing. Asia and the Pacific is the fastest ageing region in the world. By 2050, a quarter of the population will be over 60 years of age, and there could be about one dependent person per worker. Pension schemes and health and long-term care will need to be strengthened without overburdening public budgets. The goal is a smooth transition to an aged society.

Social protection is going digital, making schemes more accessible and efficient. However, just 61.2% of people in Asia and the Pacific use the internet, and digital literacy rates can be as low as 4%. New types of work, such as internet platform-based work, lack legal clarity to ensure workers' access to social protection. These gaps must be addressed to ensure that the benefits of digitalised services reach everyone, leaving no one behind. Moreover, with just 0.2% of gross domestic product (GDP) invested in active labour market policies annually in the region, much of the workforce lacks the vocational training and support to transition or enter into new jobs, including digital ones.

Overall, Asia and the Pacific is making slow but steady progress implementing social protection systems for all by 2030 (Sustainable Development Goal target 1.3). Available country data indicate that between 2016 and 2022, coverage increased (excluding health) across the life cycle, for children, persons with disabilities, people of working age and those in old age, in line with the concept of a social protection "floor".

Too many remain unprotected -- 45% of people in Asia and the Pacific have no coverage at all. Systems are often fragmented and under-resourced. Poverty-targeted programmes miss people and contributary schemes remain thin. Universal, life cycle and multi-pillared systems are needed to ensure minimum income security for all people and to build people's resilience.

Countries in our region on average spend only 8.2% of GDP on social protection, compared to the global average of 12.9%. One third of countries spend less than 2%. This low level of spending will not protect people from poverty and inequality given the megatrends. As many as 266 million more people could fall into poverty by 2040.

Estimates from the Escap Social Protection Online Tool (Spot) Simulator show that universal, non-contributory benefits for key life-cycle contingencies -- childhood, disability, maternity and old age -- could be raised in line with the global average for the equivalent of 3.3% of GDP in 2030. The cost of ensuring all children under age 18, persons with disabilities, mothers of newborns and persons over age 65 have minimum income security is within reach.

Future proofing starts with establishment of a universal social protection floor anchored in legislative and policy frameworks. It should progress as a multi-pillared system to provide full coverage and adequate benefit levels. Countries around the world should link social protection with care and support services, education, health, nutrition, employment and climate policies. They also need to build capacity to identify, forecast and address climate risks to address new vulnerabilities, including through a better understanding of inequality. Additional actions could include extending non-contributory and contributory pensions to meet the demographic transitions underway, and using new technologies to enhance systems, always respecting the data rights and privacy of beneficiaries.

In October 2024, the eighth session of the Escap Committee on Social Development in Bangkok, will seek policy approaches to counter the megatrends. Done right, social protection can build people's resilience, facilitate adaptation and mitigate negative impacts of change.

Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana is the Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and Executive Secretary of Escap. The publication 'Protecting our future today: Social Protection in Asia and the Pacific' is officially launched today.
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																Annual meetings between Asean leaders and major powers from both the West and East have made Asean an important strategic partner. The upcoming Asean-related summits in Vientiane this week are no different. After the pandemic, Asean has become more prominent, though sometimes passive, in the region. By not fully taking sides in the East-West divide, Asean keeps its influence and room to handle the complex global security issues.
Dr Surin Pitsuwan, the late Asean secretary-general, told US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in 2009 that a strong and successful Asean meant one less problem for the US. This remains true today. Asean has never been a challenge or enemy to the US. Maintaining good relations has been the focus despite sometimes being overlooked. US policymakers often criticise Asean for not having a unified voice on matters important to the US. US participation in the Asean-US summit and East Asia Summit is difficult for the rotating Asean chairs to secure every year.

At the Vientiane summits, Secretary of State Antony Blinken will represent President Joe Biden. The Lao chair hosting the meetings understands the pressures in the US as the country heads into a presidential election. It is impractical for Mr Biden or Vice President Kamala Harris to attend in person. Mr Biden is focused on his legacy in his last months in office, while Ms Harris is busy with her presidential election campaign. Even so, Mr Blinken's attendance shows that the US still values its relationship with Asean. Mr Blinken attended the Asean summit once in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, in 2022, and in May, he held a special summit with Asean leaders in Washington, DC. Given his busy schedule, Mr Biden could have sent a lower-level official like National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan, as former President Donald Trump did in 2019 when he sent Robert O'Brien, his national security adviser, to the Asean-related summits in Thailand. Sending Mr Blinken shows the Biden administration's continuity and commitment to its Asean policy.

Out of many reasons Asean remains important to the US, two stand out -- the bloc's strategic position and its key role in global value chains. Under Mr Biden, Asean and its members have become important in his efforts to unite allies and partners to face challenges like China's rise and other geopolitical changes, including global economic and political shifts.

Washington has been selective in treating certain Asean members and dialogue partners favourably when they align with its strategic goals. While this can sometimes influence Asean's decisions, it has not changed the bloc's overall stance much. This helps explain why Asean continues to host such high-level summits. Their meetings ensure that Asean stays a neutral and safe space for major powers to engage without bias.

US-Asean relations are still growing despite further work being needed. US investment in Asean is persistent. Last year, the US was Asean's biggest investor, with foreign direct investment (FDI) totalling $74.4 billion (2.5 trillion baht), making up 32.4% of the bloc's total FDI. Two-way trade between the US and Asean reached $395.9 billion, making the US Asean's second-largest trading partner.

It's impossible to talk about US-Asean ties without comparing them to Asean's relationship with China, especially in economic matters. Last year, China-Asean trade totalled $696.7 billion, far more than US-Asean trade. However, China's investment in Asean, at $17.3 billion, was much lower than that of the US. The US could increase trade with Asean by expanding market access and reducing protectionist policies, strengthening its economic presence in the region.

The US is currently working with partners in the Asia-Pacific to finalise the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF), which doesn't cover market access like traditional free trade agreements. However, Asean members are worried about future trade relations with the US if Mr Trump returns to the White House.

Both the US and China see Asean as a key region for engagement and investment, leading to competition for stronger ties. Asean is now the world's second-largest FDI recipient, just behind the US. Last year, Asean attracted $229.8 billion in FDI, compared to $310.9 billion received by the US. No major power wants to weaken Asean, as doing so could hurt their own interests. China's FDI in the region has grown recently, especially in electric vehicles.

Regardless of who wins the US presidency in November, Asean will continue to be a bridge between the two superpowers. More importantly, the bloc aims to attract investment from both the world's No.1 and No.2 economies. Asean is improving its investment systems, including updating trade agreements to include digital trade, decarbonisation, and the circular economy under the Asean Community Vision 2045, aiming to make the region an investment hub. Asean's economy is expected to grow and could become the world's fourth-largest in six years. US-Asean relations will increasingly focus on trade and investment, but Asean also wants deeper US cooperation in areas like artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, and the digital economy.

At a recent meeting in Vientiane between Asean economic ministers and US Trade Representative Sarah Ellerman, they discussed changes in Asean's exports to the US. In the first quarter of this year, Asean exports to the US amounted to $68.7 billion -- more than exports to China, which were $65.3 billion. This reflects the US buying more semiconductors and electrical components from Asean, which is vital to regional supply chains. These trends have long-term strategic implications for both regions' ties with China.

Asean hopes the US will keep supporting its existing supply chains to ensure stability amid global disruptions. The region's connectivity has stayed strong despite the Covid-19 pandemic, which has helped regional economies grow. The US now has the chance to tap into Asean's potential, helping sustain supply chains.

As Mr Blinken attends the 12th Asean-US Summit and the 19th East Asia Summit on Friday, he must reaffirm the US commitment to engaging with Asean. However, there are worries that US domestic politics and conflicts in Europe and the Middle East might further distract Washington from Southeast Asia. The challenge for the US is to balance its global priorities while keeping its strategic partnership with Asean strong and beneficial for both sides.
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        Korean author Han Kang wins Nobel literature prize
        STOCKHOLM - The South Korean author Han Kang has won the 2024&nbsp;Nobel Prize in Literature "for her intense poetic prose that confronts historical traumas and exposes the fragility of human life", the award-giving body said on Thursday.

      

      
        Jim Thompson, A Thai Restaurant introduces new menu, chef
        While the name Jim Thompson is synonymous with Thai silks, those who have kept abreast of its evolution would know that the name is now so much more.

      

      
        Revamped Centara Karon Resort Phuket reopens on Dec 1
        Following a major renovation, Centara Hotels &amp; Resorts announced the reopening of Centara Karon Resort Phuket on Dec 1 in time for the festive season. To celebrate its new chapter and look, early guests can take advantage of "A Star Is Reborn", a reopening offer that comes with many perks.&nbsp;

      

      
        Coldplay's Hong Kong shows sell out within 90 minutes
        HONG KONG - Tickets for British rock band Coldplay's coming concerts in Hong Kong were sold out within 90 minutes of the opening of general sales, with the most expensive HK$6,599 (US$849) option for one of the shows snapped up almost immediately.

      

      
        One Bangkok opens its doors on Oct 25
        One Bangkok, a landmark project presented by TCC Assets (Thailand) Co, Ltd and Frasers Property Holdings (Thailand), on Rama IV Road in Bangkok will open to the public on Oct 25.&nbsp;

      

      
        New movies out this week: Oct 10-16
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.&nbsp;

      

      
        Pattaya set to host Wannaland Music Festival
        It has been a while since Thailand hosted a music festival that featured K-pop, Chinese and Thai artists. However, that is set to change as on Nov 2 and 3, China Travel Service (CTS) and Tencent Music Entertainment together with the Tourism Authority of Thailand will organise the Wannaland Music Festival.

      

      
        Art exhibition explores origins of human existence
        Art viewers are invited to explore the origins of human existence during "Survival Sphere", which is running at Head High Second Floor, a non-profit art space in Chiang Mai, until Nov 16.

      

      
        29th Book Expo Thailand kicks off today
        Bookworms of all ages are invited to step into the realm of extraordinary during the 29th Book Expo Thailand, which kicks off today and runs daily from 10am to 9pm until Oct 20, at Hall 5-7, LG floor of Queen Sirikit National Convention Center, Ratchadaphisek Road.

      

      
        Nakhon Phanom marks end of Buddhist Lent
        The Mekong River will shine as part of the annual Illuminated Boat Procession Festival in Nakhon Phanom, from today until Oct 18, marking the end of Buddhist Lent.
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									Korean author Han Kang wins Nobel literature prize

									Novelist praised for works that explore 'the fragility of human life'
								

								STOCKHOLM - The South Korean author Han Kang has won the 2024 Nobel Prize in Literature "for her intense poetic prose that confronts historical traumas and exposes the fragility of human life", the award-giving body said on Thursday.
								The prize is awarded by the Swedish Academy and is worth 11 million Swedish crowns ($1.1 million).

Han Kang, 53, is the first Asian female Nobel Prize laureate in Literature and the third Korean Nobel Prize laureate.

She won the Man Booker International Prize for fiction in 2016 for The Vegetarian, a novel about a woman's descent into mental illness and neglect from her family. The novel was one of the first of her books to be translated into English.

Her 2017 autobiographical novel The White Book centres on the loss of her older sister, a baby who died two hours after her birth. In 2023, she published her fourth full-length novel, Greek Lessons. The Atlantic magazine called it a book in which "words are both insufficient and too powerful to tame".

"She has a unique awareness of the connections between body and soul, the living and the dead, and in her poetic and experimental style has become an innovator in contemporary prose," Anders Olsson, chairman of the Academy's Nobel Committee, said in a statement.

Han Kang began her career in 1993 with the publication of a number of poems in the magazine Literature and Society, while her prose debut came in 1995 with the short story collection Love of Yeosu.

Born in 1970, she comes from a literary background, her father being a well-regarded novelist.

"I was able to talk to Han Kang over the phone," Mats Malm, permanent secretary of the Swedish Academy told a news conference on Thursday. "She was having an ordinary day, it seems, she had just finished supper with her son," he said.

'The Vegetarian'

In The Vegetarian, after struggling with gruesome recurring nightmares, Yeong-hye, a dutiful wife, rebels against societal norms, forsaking meat and stirring concern among her family that she is mentally ill.

"She is exploited erotically and aesthetically by her brother-in-law, a video artist who becomes obsessed with her passive body (and) ... sinks ever deeper into a psychosis-like condition expressed through the 'flaming trees', a symbol for a plant kingdom that is as enticing as it is dangerous," according to the Academy's description.

In an interview with the Booker Prizes published last year, Han Kang described how the writing of The Vegetarian had been a difficult period in her life where she questioned whether should be able to finish the novel or even survive as an author.

"I was suffering from severe arthritis in my fingers, so I wrote the first two parts at a leisurely pace, using a felt-tip pen that glided smoothly across the paper, and then typed out the last part holding two ballpoint pens upside down," she said.

"To this day, I feel awkward when I hear about the novel's 'success'."

Historical trauma

Her focus on historical trauma is explored the novel Human Acts through a 1980 massacre of hundreds of students and unarmed civilians by the South Korean military in the city of Gwangju, where she herself grew up.

"In seeking to give voice to the victims of history, the book confronts this episode with brutal actualisation and, in so doing, approaches the genre of witness literature," the Academy said.

In We Do Not Part, a novel due to be published in English in 2025, Han Kang "conveys the power of the past over the present".

Two of her books have been made into films: The Vegetarian in 2009, directed by Lim Woo-Seong, and Scars, by the same director.

The Nobel prizes were created through a bequest in the will of Swedish dynamite inventor and businessman Alfred Nobel and began in 1901.

The literature prize is the most accessible of the Nobels for many and, as such, the Academy's choices are met with praise and criticism, often in equal measure.

The Academy's omission of literary giants such as Russia's Leo Tolstoy, France's Emile Zola and Ireland's James Joyce has left many book-lovers scratching their heads over the last century.

The 2016 prize award to the American singer-songwriter Bob Dylan was hailed as radical rethink about what literature is, but also seen as a snub to authors in more traditional genres.

Even so, the prize money and a place on a list that includes luminaries such as the Irish poet WB Yeats, who won in 1923, American novelist Ernest Hemingway (1954) and Colombia's Gabriel Garcia Marquez (1982) is an appealing proposition.

The Norwegian author and dramatist Jon Fosse won in 2023.
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									Jim Thompson, A Thai Restaurant introduces new menu, chef

									All-new a la carte offerings blend traditional recipes with subtle twists
								

								While the name Jim Thompson is synonymous with Thai silks, those who have kept abreast of its evolution would know that the name is now so much more.
								In an attempt to become a global lifestyle brand, Jim Thompson now covers a museum, an art centre, fashion and home furnishing retail and F&B outlets. Jim Thompson Heritage Quarter in Kasem San Soi 2 is where you can find different facets of the brand and its flagship restaurant simply named "Jim Thompson, A Thai Restaurant".

The restaurant welcomes new chef Wichian "Lek" Trirattanavatin, who comes with new a la carte offerings. Chef Lek is best known for his past tenure as Thai chef de cuisine at Capella Bangkok's Phra Nakhon and his current position as instructor of Thai cuisine at Le Cordon Blue Dusit. His menu takes a less experimental route in comparison to his predecessor's but still contains subtle twists of his own. Chef Lek said he derives inspiration from Jim Thompson, himself.  

[image: ]

Chef Lek's take on Krathong thong is refreshing and appetising. The grilled line-caught fish of the day is turned into a savoury mousse made with coconut milk in a delicious contrast to pomelo salad, all served in a crispy golden cup. Mar hor features smoked clams on a bed of grilled Phuket pineapple. A bite-size appetiser that packs punches. The twist of Lohn pu nim is in its name. You'll get soft-shell crab instead of crabmeat or crushed crab in this Thai coconut milk relish. Also, the dip has a lighter consistency.   

[image: ]

Chef Lek, however, does go experimental with his rendition of Goong chae nahm pla. The usually very spicy fish-sauce-cured raw shrimp salad gets milder with honey and black garlic mayo. The shrimp arrive covered in seasoning and mayo, looking as if they've been battered and deep-fried. 

Nue pan bai chapu is a Thai version of bo nuong la lot. Thai wagyu beef is wrapped with betel leaves into small pockets and grilled over charcoal. These pockets come with tamarind chilli sauce atop and sprinkled with cashew nuts.    

[image: ]

You can't call yourself a proper Thai restaurant without serving Pad Thai. Chef Lek's Pad Thai goong features fresh rice noodles, charcoal-grilled prawns from Surat Thani's Tapi River and tamarind and palm sugar sauce. 

[image: ]

In honour of Thompson's fondness for Yaowarat, the chef has included Pla muek pad kai kem in the new menu. The Yaowarat-style stir-fried cuttlefish is lathered in salted duck yolk sauce for rather addictive bites.  

[image: ]

Gaeng kua nua delivers a unique blend of American techniques with overnight slow-cooked seven-spice juicy beef brisket paired with a southern Thai curry. Pla ob glua, salted baked fish, pairs line-caught fish of the day with bitter orange chilli sauce and local herbs for an aromatic and appetising result.

Nahm kaeng sai (shaved ice) brings the street dessert to your tableside and takes Thais down memory lane. Choose what toppings you would like to go on top of your shaved ice as it's prepared next to your table. 

Besides Jim Thompson, A Thai restaurant, the other F&B outlets at Jim Thompson Heritage Quarter are The O.S.S. Room, The O.S.S. Bar, Silk Cafe and Jim's Terrace. Come here for Thai silks but stay for the food and drink. Visit Jim Thomspon Restaurants' website. 
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									Revamped Centara Karon Resort Phuket reopens on Dec 1

									Be among the first to check in and reap rewards
								

								Following a major renovation, Centara Hotels & Resorts announced the reopening of Centara Karon Resort Phuket on Dec 1 in time for the festive season. To celebrate its new chapter and look, early guests can take advantage of "A Star Is Reborn", a reopening offer that comes with many perks. 
								[image: ]

The redesigned Centara Karon Resort Phuket presents a blend of contemporary comfort and island charm. Its revitalised spaces and well-appointed accommodations cater to every need, from The Terrace's sea-view rooms and The Lagoon's family-friendly options to the spacious layouts of Tropical and romantic Private Pool Villas.

[image: ]
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Its eclectic mix of dining and drinking experiences includes Thai and international flavours at Bistro Grill & Bar, Italian delights at Escape Pool Club, coffee/cocktail spot Pink Social and three poolside bars; Tropix, Koh Kool and Splash Deck. 

Various on-site activities, Spa Cenvaree, proper swimming pools with slides and water features ensure everyone in the family can find something they enjoy while Karon Beach is just a short walk away. 

Book before Nov 30 to be treated to an array of curated privileges, including complimentary accommodation for kids, meals and activities for up to two children, and B500 daily credit to be redeemed at the resort's F&B outlets or rejuvenating spa. Moreover, they're also entitled to early check-in, late check-out and daily complimentary minibar refresh. This offer is valid for stays from Dec 1 to Apr 30, 2025. 

To further sweeten the offer, CentaraThe1 members will receive an additional 15% discount on room rates and earn triple points for stays during the promotional period. Members can sign into their accounts before booking to get these bonuses while non-members can sign up for free membership at CentaraThe1's website before booking. Visit Centara's website. 
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									Coldplay's Hong Kong shows sell out within 90 minutes

									Users had 10 minutes to grab tickets before being removed from website
								

								HONG KONG - Tickets for British rock band Coldplay's coming concerts in Hong Kong were sold out within 90 minutes of the opening of general sales, with the most expensive HK$6,599 (US$849) option for one of the shows snapped up almost immediately.
								A Post reporter who visited ticket booking platform Cityline at 10am when sales opened gained access to purchasing options only after a few minutes.

However, most dates and price categories were listed as "limited" or indicated that there was temporarily "no ticket available".

Even when "limited" categories were selected, the website indicated that "the selected price zone cannot offer the required seats for the time being as other customers are selecting all the remaining seats".

"Ultimate Spheres Experience" tickets priced at HK$6,599 for the show on April 11 were sold out as early as 10.10am, with the HK$2,099 seats on April 9 also snapped up and only single seats were left available at the same price range on April 12 by 10.13am.

Users were given 10 minutes to scramble for tickets before they were automatically taken off the site. The Post reporter only managed to enter the site one time initially, despite repeated attempts.

The HK$6,599 ticket holders will be seated in the same zone as those who paid HK$2,099 with other perks. These include an exclusive backstage tour, pictures taken on stage by professional photographers, dedicated ushers and souvenirs. The additional offerings would not include a meet-and-greet with band members, organisers said.

Tickets for seats cost HK$399, HK$699, HK$999, HK$1,299, HK$1,699, HK$2,099, HK$3,400 and HK$6,599. Fans who bought tickets for the standing area near the front of the stage had to shell out HK$1,399.

Ticket sales began on Monday for fans who had previously signed up on the band's website for an artist presale. Those were instantly snapped up.

Packages of concert tickets combined with hotel stays offered on travel platform Klook were also sold out within minutes when sales opened on Tuesday morning.

Scalpers have taken advantage of the demand, with some resellers effectively auctioning tickets online or listing them at inflated prices. A few on Monday offered tickets from the artist presale at three times the price of the original.

Carousell, an online platform where some of the scalper tickets have appeared, said it had been taking down such listings and took "a serious view on the sale of prohibited items".

[image: Coldplay performs one of its two sold-out concerts in Bangkok as part of its Music of the Spheres World Tour at Rajamangala National Stadium. (Photo: Coldplay)]
Coldplay performs one of its two sold-out concerts in Bangkok as part of its Music of the Spheres World Tour at Rajamangala National Stadium. (Photo: Coldplay)



Coldplay are set to play three shows next year on April 9, 11 and 12 during the Hong Kong stop of their Asian tour, which also includes Abu Dhabi, Mumbai and Seoul.

They will be one of the first acts to perform at Kai Tak Sports Park's main stadium, which is scheduled to open in March 2025. The stadium will have a capacity of up to 65,000 when the standing pitch area is included for concert use.

Coldplay, best known for their hits Viva la Vida, Fix You, Yellow and In My Place, performed at Rajamangala National Stadium in Bangkok on Feb 3 and 4 this year.
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									One Bangkok opens its doors on Oct 25

									The transformative, holistic integrated development redefines urban living
								

								One Bangkok, a landmark project presented by TCC Assets (Thailand) Co, Ltd and Frasers Property Holdings (Thailand), on Rama IV Road in Bangkok will open to the public on Oct 25. 
								Situated on approximately 17 hectares of prime real estate, One Bangkok is one of the largest private sector developments in Thailand, with an investment of US$3.2 billion, and aims to be "The Heart Of Bangkok". The property features world-class facilities, including office towers, luxury and lifestyle hotels and residences, and retail experiences.

[image: ]

One Bangkok

The development comprises three dynamic retail experiences, five office towers, five luxury and lifestyle hotels, including Bangkok's first Ritz-Carlton and Andaz. Additionally, it boasts three upscale residential towers and a vibrant arts and culture scene, all set within eight hectares of welcoming, sprawling greenery.

[image: ]

Retail experience 

The development features three interconnected retail experiences -- The Parade, The Storeys, both open on Oct 25, and Post 1928, which opens in the next phase. Each offers a unique blend of shopping, dining, beauty, health, wellness and entertainment, catering to diverse preferences. 

[image: ]

Food heaven

The district will also be home to Thailand's first "Mitsukoshi Depachika" -- the newest food destination for Japanese and international groceries and a food hall with the one-of-a-kind concept of Japanese "Depachika" aka food heaven.

The "Food Loop" with the concept of an All Day, Everyday Dining Journey", houses 250 dining options over a 1.5km stretch ranging from legendary fine dining restaurants to vibrant street food, creating a one-stop destination suited to every palate.

Cultural landscape

Art takes centrestage at One Bangkok with the "Art Loop", a 2km pathway that winds its way through the development, featuring diverse artworks and comprehensive programmes. One Bangkok will soon unveil permanent public sculptures, including the works of world-renowned artists Anish Kapoor and Tony Cragg.

Urban green

Built on three development principles of People-Centricity, Green Sustainability and Smart City Living, One Bangkok prioritises visitors' experience, with people being central to every decision. Every detail, from the intuitive layout to the abundance of green spaces, is carefully crafted to enhance everyday life.

With 50% of its total land area dedicated to open and green spaces, the district breathes life into the city, offering a refreshing respite from the urban bustle. The development seamlessly connects the city's two green "lungs", Lumphini Park and Benjakitti Park, creating an interconnected network of green spaces.

One Bangkok aims to set a new standard for sustainable urban development in Thailand in line with Bangkok 250, a visionary roadmap for the city's 250th anniversary in 2032 to elevate the capital's global standing through infrastructure advancements and suitability initiatives.

Prestigious business address

The development includes five office towers, three of which are already operational: One Bangkok Tower 3, One Bangkok Tower 4, and One Bangkok Tower 5. Key features of the offices include touchless and seamless technology. The office floors feature a wide and continuous open layout with all the towers having direct access to MRT Lumphini and six entrances and exits on Wireless and Rama IV Roads.

Visit onebangkok.com.
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									New movies out this week: Oct 10-16

									'Tee Yod 2' is loosely based on the novel 'Tee Yod...The End Of A Mad Groan' by Krittanon
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week. 
								
[image: New movies out this week: Oct 10-16]

Tee Yod 2 (Death Whisperer 2)

Directed by Taweewat Wantha.

Who's in it?

Nadech Kugimiya, Nutthatcha Padovan and Kajbhunditt Jaidee.

What's it about?

Three years have passed since Yam's death. No matter how hard the family tries to persuade Yak to stop seeking revenge on the ghost in black, he was still determined to hunt it down, fearing that it would return to take revenge on the remaining family members. He eventually discovered evidence of its origins, it was raised by a powerful shaman.

Why watch it?

A Thai supernatural horror film, which is a sequel to the Death Whisperer (2023).



Premieres on Oct 11

[image: New movies out this week: Oct 10-16]

Jigra

Directed by Vasan Bala.

Who's in it?

Alia Bhatt, Vedang Raina and Akansha Ranjan Kapoor.

What's it about?

It is a heart wrenching tale of a sister taking on the world to avenge her brother. Their odyssey of reunification tests their bond, their morals and their inner strengths. Who wouldn't set the world on fire to protect what's theirs?

Why watch it?

May the Bollywood fever catch on. 
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Vicky Vidya Ka Woh Wala Video

Directed by Raaj Shaandilyaa.

Who's in it?

Triptii Dimri, Rajkummar Rao and Mallika Sherawat.

What's it about?

A newly married couple's relationship and reputation are put at risk when their private video CD is stolen. The story follows their roller coaster journey to recover the CD, navigating a series of unexpected difficulties along the way.

Why watch it?

The 2024 revival of sex tapes?



[image: New movies out this week: Oct 10-16]

Jung Kook: I Am Still

Directed by Park Jun-soo.

Who's in it? 

Jungkook.

What's it about?

Jung Kook invites viewers on a journey showcasing his rise to stardom, creative process, work ethic, and challenges as a global icon, with unseen footage, interviews and electrifying performances.

Why watch it?

A music documentary.



Premieres on Oct 16

[image: New movies out this week: Oct 10-16]

Taeyong: Ty Track In Cinemas

What's it about? 

Experience the unparalleled talent of NCT's Taeyong in his first solo concert "Ty Track" on the big screen.

Why watch it? 

Witness the journey behind the scenes as Taeyong prepares for his ground-breaking concert.
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									Pattaya set to host Wannaland Music Festival

									
								

								It has been a while since Thailand hosted a music festival that featured K-pop, Chinese and Thai artists. However, that is set to change as on Nov 2 and 3, China Travel Service (CTS) and Tencent Music Entertainment together with the Tourism Authority of Thailand will organise the Wannaland Music Festival.
								The festival, which will take place at Legend Siam Pattaya, is scheduled to feature performances by over 15 groups, although the full line-up has yet to be announced, who will offer various genres including pop, rap, hip-hop and rock. On Nov 2, get ready to see performances by iconic stars like Rain, Super Junior L.S.S. and Apink as well as Hui & Jinho (Pentagon), Triples and Tony Yu.

The fun continues on Nov 3 with Super Junior D&E, FT Island, Everglow, P1Harmony, ALL(H)OURS and GEN1ES. Additionally, BNK48, Lightsum and Nowadays will perform on both days of the festival.

Two-day tickets cost 9,900 (VIP), 6,500, 5,500 and 4,000 baht. One-day tickets cost 6,500 (VIP), 4,500, 3,500 and 2,800 baht. VIP ticket holders will receive a commemorative badge and concert ticket, exclusive access to an air-conditioned VIP restroom and lounge, and can also attend the soundcheck.

To purchase tickets, visit ticketmelon.com. To find out the latest additions to the line-up, visit Facebook.com/WannaLandMusicFestival.

[image: Pattaya set to host Wannaland Music Festival]
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									Art exhibition explores origins of human existence

									
								

								Art viewers are invited to explore the origins of human existence during "Survival Sphere", which is running at Head High Second Floor, a non-profit art space in Chiang Mai, until Nov 16.
								This is a solo exhibition by Chiang Mai-based artist Wanlop Hansunthai who uses locally sourced materials combined with his self-invented techniques to produce a new series of works which include paintings, sculptures, mixed media and ceramic works.

Many of his artworks have been created around the world to reflect the changes in the social structures of a society, including the various cultural foundations.

They have been influenced by the perspectives, experiences and interests of those concerned in depicting the relationship between humans, nature and the environment.

The exhibition is the result of an imaginative interplay of beliefs, values and even mythology, including the pessimistic but unfortunately true ideas of English philosopher Thomas Hobbes, who believed that humans are naturally selfish and ambitious and, like a wolf, man fights for his own survival by any means necessary.

The artist created paintings that resemble groups of humans or multi-limbed animals that seem unreal and crafted experimental sculptures as a medium to present art stories that often change with space and time.

These works also narrate various aspects of beliefs from the past to the present, leading to collaborative work between two emerging Isan artists with unique identities in the fields of sculpture and live performance art.

Head High Second Floor is on Singharat Road, Mueang district of Chiang Mai, and opens Tuesday to Sunday from 3-7pm.

Visit head-high-second-floor.com.
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									29th Book Expo Thailand kicks off today

									
								

								Bookworms of all ages are invited to step into the realm of extraordinary during the 29th Book Expo Thailand, which kicks off today and runs daily from 10am to 9pm until Oct 20, at Hall 5-7, LG floor of Queen Sirikit National Convention Center, Ratchadaphisek Road.
								Held under the intriguing theme "Read To The Next Life", the expo brings an unparalleled collection of over 2 million books across various genres from 286 publishers at 855 booths, with a special focus on legendary horror titles. Up to 3,000 new titles are also unveiled at the event.

The books are presented at six distinct zones -- Fiction and Literature, Comics and Teen Books (Book Wonderland), Children's and Educational Books, General Books, Old Books and Non-Book Items & Board Games.

For the first time, the expo features a comprehensive collection of both Thai and international horror literature, covering a diverse array of legendary ghost stories and the iconic 1 baht ghost books that captivated readers in the 1990s.

Instead of being a typical book fair, this edition not only showcases a wide array of books from leading publishers but also provides a platform for over 100 engaging activities covering skill enhancement, talent showcases and interactive fun.

Expect to see Krasue Airlines, a modern and interactive sculpture at the entrance to the "Plane Phi Bok" exhibition which showcases a curated selection of books recommended by 30 prominent Thai authors, each accompanied by a vide interview on an LED screen explaining their recommendations.

Another highlight is "Exit To The Next Life", a creative display of 100 winning book covers from the 100ABCD 2024 book cover design contest. They presented on a luggage conveyor belt to symbolise the journey of books from inception to conclusion.

There is no admission fee. Visit facebook.com/bookthai.
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									Nakhon Phanom marks end of Buddhist Lent

									
								

								The Mekong River will shine as part of the annual Illuminated Boat Procession Festival in Nakhon Phanom, from today until Oct 18, marking the end of Buddhist Lent.

 
								Generations have carried on the Lai Rue custom, and local craftsmen have developed methods to produce a procession of ostentatious boats adorned with thousands of lights, symbolising the glory and brightness of life. According to local beliefs, boats have been used to worship the Lord Buddha's footprints and the Chulamanee pagoda in heaven, as well as to show dedication to the goddess of water.

Visitors can view a procession of 12 splendid illuminated boats from 12 districts on Oct 17. As part of the celebration, this year the Tourism Authority of Thailand will showcase eight boats with a light and sound show every night. They are inspired by eight holy stupas which house Buddha's relics and symbolise birthdays. There will also be a variety of charming cultural performances by students and local artists at Phanom Naga Park.

Visit facebook.com/TATNakhonphanomFanpage.
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Sakon Nakhon pays homage to Lord Buddha

To pay homage to the Lord Buddha, Sakon Nakhon province will organise the Wax Castle Festival and Long Boat Race between Saturday and Oct 17 to highlight top-notch craftsmanship and rich cultural heritage.

The traditional longboat competition will take place on the Nong Han Reservoir on Saturday and Sunday to kick off the celebration. On Oct 16, a procession of the best beeswax castles will march to Wat Phra That Choeng Chum in accordance with Buddhist precepts. Both tourists and local worshippers can participate in a variety of religious rituals, cultural performances, food markets and beauty pageants during the day.

Wat Phra That Choeng Chum is believed to have been built in the 11th century by Phaya Suwannaphingkhan to conceal the footsteps of four Buddhas. Originally built in the Khmer style, the stupa was replaced in the 15th century by a 24m-high Lan Xang-style building.

Until the end of the month, all wax castles will be on display at Wat Phra That Choeng Chum and temples in various communities.

Visit facebook.com/The Wax Castle Festival and Long Boat Race.
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Six Senses Samui celebrates 20th anniversary

Six Senses Samui is celebrating its 20th anniversary by providing guests staying for three nights in November with savings of 20% on lodging, services and activities around the resort. The discount will be used on food and drinks at all of the resort's restaurants and bars, selected spa treatments, Samui Airport transfer, private wellness sessions and Thai cookery classes.

The resort also provides a range of complimentary activities including DIY lemongrass straws, a sustainability walk around Farm on the Hill, or a herbal inhaler workshop at Alchemy Bar.

Visit silavadeeresort.com.

[image: 1010TravelNews4]

Silavadee Pool Spa Resort receives ISO certification

Silavadee Pool Spa Resort on Koh Samui recently received ISO 22000:2024 certification, the international standard for food safety control and management covering all stages from sourcing, production and storage to food service.

The resort has adopted these principles to do its best to upgrade the quality of food service to meet international standards. In addition to the food safety standards, sustainability is also a key focus, as well as supporting communities on Koh Samui.

The resort has a good relationship with business partners and communities to obtain ingredients that meet standards and protect the environment at the same time. This has led to its farm-to-table concept in creating various dishes to emphasise that the resort prioritises both safety and environmental impact.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/travel/2881203/nakhon-phanom-marks-end-of-buddhist-lent



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Life
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

      Tech

      
        
          	
            Life
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

    

  feed_3/article_1/images/img2_u7.jpg





feed_3/article_0/images/img1_u22.jpg





feed_9/article_2/images/img1_u28.jpg





feed_3/article_6/images/img1_u12.jpg





feed_9/article_2/images/img2_u3.jpg





feed_3/article_7/images/img1_u20.jpg





feed_9/article_2/images/img3_u9.jpg





feed_4/article_9/images/img1_u10.jpg





feed_9/article_9/images/img1_u35.jpg
amazing
THAILAND .






feed_9/article_9/images/img2_u13.jpg





feed_9/article_9/images/img3_u4.jpg





cover.jpg
Bangkok Post

Thu, 10 Oct 2024





feed_3/article_4/images/img2_u8.jpg





feed_3/article_4/images/img1_u40.jpg





feed_3/article_5/images/img1_u1.jpg
(ashms imﬁ-ﬁ‘né
. 8.30-18.00 %.





feed_3/article_3/images/img1_u24.jpg





feed_3/article_3/images/img2_u9.jpg
“ o R - A PR

OCTOBER

NATIONAL DAY BI’!"lant
CELEBRATION Taiwan






feed_3/article_1/images/img1_u36.jpg





feed_4/article_1/images/img1_u34.jpg





feed_4/article_0/images/img1_u16.jpg





feed_4/article_6/images/img1_u11.jpg





feed_4/article_7/images/img1.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img1_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img1_u33.jpg





feed_0/article_1/images/img1_u6.jpg





feed_4/article_2/images/img1_u15.jpg





feed_4/article_8/images/img1_u29.jpg
TN

¢

.
3 /'
b+
¢ [ 4






feed_4/article_5/images/img1_u30.jpg





feed_4/article_3/images/img1_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_9/images/img1_u32.jpg





feed_0/article_2/images/img1_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_8/images/img1_u21.jpg





feed_1/article_8/images/img1_u17.jpg
S

wE R
W)
LR ™ ™
WEEE >

i






feed_1/article_4/images/img1_u38.jpg





feed_1/article_5/images/img1_u19.jpg





feed_1/article_5/images/img2_u11.jpg





feed_1/article_2/images/img3.jpg





feed_1/article_2/images/img1_u37.jpg





feed_1/article_2/images/img2.jpg
B

party’s dissolution.

@ Thaksin allegedly ordered Pheu Thai
to get Ministry of Justice officials to
secure permission for him to receive
treatment outside of prison — a room
on the 14th floor of the Police General
Hospital — for an unusually lengthy
period.

UNDER SCRUTIN

Lawyer Teerayut Suwankesorn is asking
the Constitutional Court to investigate six
allegations against former prime minister
Thaksin Shinawatra and the ruling Pheu
Thai Party, which could lead to the

which are motivated by self-interest.

@® Thaksin allegedly manipulated
negotiations among coalition parties,
which led to his daughter, Paetongtarn,
being chosen as the new prime minis-
ter.

@® Thaksin allegedly ordered Pheu Thai
to intentionally allow Cambodia to gain
advantage over Thailand in their
negotiations on the sharing of marine
resources in their overlapping claims
area.

(® Thaksin and Pheu Thai are allegedly
pushing for constitutional amendments

® Thaksin allegedly manipulated Pheu
Thai to drop the Palang Pracharath
Party from the new coalition govern-
ment.

@ Thaksin allegedly influenced Pheu
Thai to adopt his vision for the country,
which was presented at a public forum
as the party’s own policies.
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