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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Election 2024 live updates: Trump to address Detroit Economic Club; Harris campaigning in Nev., Ariz.
        Amy B Wang, Azi Paybarah, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez

        Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.

      

      
        Is the Trump campaign's male-dominated culture losing women votes?
        Isaac Arnsdorf, Josh Dawsey, Ashley Parker

        The campaign views men as Trump's path to victory, and many staffers talk like it.

      

      
        How hurricane falsehoods are dividing the Republican Party
        Maxine Joselow, Mariana Alfaro

        The Republican Party has split into two camps: those who try to dispel the falsehoods, and those who are doubling down on them.

      

      
        More Americans see Harris than Trump as very ideological
        Philip Bump

        It's presumably in part because Trump's already shifted conservative ideology so far to the right.

      

      
        Ohio voters dismiss false claims about Haitians, but Trump has slight lead, Post poll finds
        Scott Clement, Amy B Wang, Emily Guskin

        Key Senate race is essentially tied between Democrat Sherrod Brown and Republican Bernie Moreno

      

      
        Lawmakers spending even more in 2024 under receipt-free expense program
        Jacqueline Alemany, Clara Ence Morse

        Critics of the program have argued that its lack of receipt requirements and reliance on the honor system opens it up for abuse.

      

      
        The candidate taking on an election denier -- by focusing on other things
        Paul Kane

        Pennsylvania's Janelle Stelson and other Democrats have weaved Jan. 6 into a broader narrative of Washington run amok.

      

      
        Trump returns to Pennsylvania, with a stop in Biden's hometown
        Amy B Wang, Azi Paybarah, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez

        Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.

      

      
        Monster hurricane season slams into presidential campaign
        Toluse Olorunnipa, Josh Dawsey

        As GOP nominee Donald Trump attacks the government response, often baselessly, Vice President Kamala Harris seeks to showcase competence and compassion.

      

      
        In Biden's hometown, Trump reminisces about his former opponent
        Hannah Knowles, Marianne LeVine, Justine McDaniel

        The former president has mentioned Biden hundreds of times in speeches since Kamala Harris became the Democratic nominee. He kept up the habit in Biden's hometown Wednesday.

      

      
        Republicans challenge legitimacy of overseas votes, including military
        Colby Itkowitz, Amy Gardner

        The Pennsylvania suit opens a front in GOP efforts to raise questions about the validity of mail-in ballots, targeting a group that had been seen as off-limits.

      

      
        Fact checking Harris's round of media appearances
        Glenn Kessler

        Harris misled on an immigration bill and success on curbing fentanyl.

      

      
        How Trump warped and weaponized a small Pennsylvania town's immigration story
        Hannah Knowles, Josh Dawsey

        The Rust Belt borough of Charleroi shows Trump's message in action -- its distortions, its collateral damage and its political resonance in the region and far beyond.

      

      
        Vance calls $500 million federal grant for Michigan electric vehicle plant 'table scraps'
        Meryl Kornfield, Maegan Vazquez

        The Harris campaign said Vance's comments Tuesday about a project that would save 650 jobs and create another 50 shows the Republican ticket is "out of touch with Michigan."

      

      
        Vance's 'diplomacy' quote points to problem with any Trump-Putin calls
        Aaron Blake

        Trump himself has long criticized shadow diplomacy with hostile foreign countries as wrong and even illegal.

      

      
        Supreme Court closely divided on new trial for Oklahoma death row inmate
        Ann Marimow

        Oklahoma's top law enforcement enforcement official agrees with Richard Glossip's defense attorneys that he did not receive a fair trial for a 1997 killing.

      

      
        Harris campaign concerned about money after raising $1 billion
        Michael Scherer

        The massive spending advantages for Democrats have not yet translated into any clear advantages in public swing state polling.

      

      
        Two ways in which the 2024 election has turned politicking upside down
        Philip Bump

        Can the incumbent party's candidate be the one advocating change? Can a candidate energize his base by predicting victory?

      

      
        Hungary's Viktor Orban relishes his role as Trump's favorite European ally
        Ellen Francis

        The Hungarian leader said this week he would celebrate a Trump election victory with "bottles of champagne" and called E.U. policy on Ukraine "stupid."

      

      
        How Kamala Harris's media blitz went
        Aaron Blake

        Harris had some stumbles, but she used large platforms that could appeal to lots of persuadable voters and focused on a message of strength.

      

      
        Millions of non-swing-state Americans are barraged with swing-state ads
        Philip Bump

        There is an inherent inefficiency to a lot of traditional campaign advertising.

      

      
        Fox News quietly reports on a fact sheet correcting Fox News misinformation
        Philip Bump

        In the channel's eternal struggle between helping Donald Trump and informing its audience, Trump once again prevailed in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene.
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Election 2024 live updates: Trump to address Detroit Economic Club; Harris campaigning in Nev., Ariz.
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Amy B Wang, Azi Paybarah, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Tyler Pager, Scott Clement, Emily Guskin, Philip Bump, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Theodoric Meyer, Laura Meckler, Andrew Ackerman, Isaac Arnsdorf, Josh Dawsey, Ashley Parker, Paul Kane, Colby Itkowitz, Amy Gardner, Toluse Olorunnipa, Liz Goodwin, Hannah Knowles, Marianne LeVine, Justine McDaniel, Meryl Kornfield | 2024-10-10
Former president Donald Trump is scheduled Thursday to address the Detroit Economic Club during an appearance in the battleground state of Michigan. Recent polls have shown a narrowing of Trump's advantage over Vice President Kamala Harris on economic issues. Harris has events planned in Nevada and Arizona, two states where Latino voters play a significant role. Polls have shown a tight race between Harris and Trump in both states.
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Is the Trump campaign's male-dominated culture losing women votes? 
The campaign views men as Trump's path to victory, and many staffers talk like it.
By Isaac Arnsdorf, Josh Dawsey, Ashley Parker | 2024-10-10

Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump arrives to speak about the tax code and U.S. manufacturing during an event in Savannah, Ga., on Sept. 24. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Soon after Donald Trump's campaign team took over the Republican National Committee earlier this year, a senior Trump aide was asked how to combat news stories that the campaign had an insufficient get-out-the-vote operation.
"We are going to beat the reporters into retardation!" shouted James Blair, one of the two men now leading the operation, on a call with other advisers, according to two people with direct knowledge of the conversation. Blair did not respond to a request for comment.
Such pugnacity has come to define much of the tone and image of Trump's 2024 campaign, reflecting the personalities of many of the men leading it as well as the candidate. Trump has long valued being viewed as an alpha male who never apologizes or shows weakness.
In many ways, that campaign culture mirrors some of its strategies. Trump and his advisers are calculating that, at a time when polls show voters dissatisfied with the direction of the country, and with turmoil abroad revealing the limitations of America's global influence, they can win the White House by projecting a particular kind of strength -- with a distinctly aggressive vibe not seen in presidential campaigns before.
That posture also fits with the campaign's focus on appealing to young men, who advisers view as a key untapped voting bloc that could help tip the electoral college in Trump's favor in a closely divided electorate. Polls show he has an edge with this group, and Trump has gone out of his way to appear with celebrities -- from Ultimate Fighting Champion chief executive Dana White to controversial YouTuber Logan Paul -- popular with many young men.
Trump's lead spokesman, Steven Cheung, is a former UFC staffer who routinely taunts Democrats in crass ways, once publicly comparing the Biden campaign to an injured male organ. One of his favorite insults is a pejorative slang for a weak man derived from the term for a husband who has been cheated on. Cheung also accused an employee at Arlington National Cemetery of having a mental health episode after she complained of being shoved aside by two male Trump aides who wanted to film Trump at gravesites. The aggressiveness of many of his statements has surprised some others on the campaign.
Co-campaign manager Chris LaCivita -- a combat veteran sometimes jokingly called "Sarge" -- has sent profane invectives to people who crossed him, according to people familiar with his communications. Earlier this year he posted an online message to "all my haters": a photo of fictional mob boss Tony Soprano giving the middle finger that received millions of views. One colleague described him as a person who wakes up at level 10 -- and then escalates throughout the day.

Supporters of former president Donald Trump pose for a photo outside a rally in Indiana, Pa., on Sept. 23. (Dustin Franz/For The Washington Post)


Trump himself has attacked Harris using sexist language, including calling her a "play toy" and using lewd innuendo about her romantic relationship in the 1990s with then-San Francisco mayor Willie Brown.
But some Trump allies fear this strategy -- and the campaign culture that helped produce it -- may also be contributing to a persistent gender gap in which Trump trails far behind Vice President Kamala Harris among women.
Former U.N. ambassador Nikki Haley, who ran against Trump in the GOP primary before endorsing him at the Republican National Convention, has urged Trump and his running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), to reconsider how they talk about women and Harris. Current and former advisers have discussed the lack of women surrogates supporting Trump on TV and the need to recruit more, according to people familiar with the calls. Former RNC chairwoman Ronna McDaniel has told others the campaign is too male-dominated, according to people who have spoken with her.
"It's obvious Republicans have a woman problem, but it's not just about policy differences like abortion. The GOP gender gap is just as much about how you talk about those differences," said Nachama Soloveichik, a Republican strategist and former adviser to Haley's presidential campaign. "Regardless of gender, any political staffer with a pea-sized brain should know chasing away half the electorate is a bad idea. Talk to women with respect and understanding even when you disagree."
While the campaign's senior staff is overwhelmingly male, it does include some high-ranking women, notably co-campaign manager Susie Wiles, senior communications aide Danielle Alvarez, fundraiser Meredith O'Rourke, national press secretary Karoline Leavitt, senior adviser Lynne Patton and attorney Alina Habba. The former president also chose his daughter-in-law, Lara Trump, as RNC co-chair.
"President Trump has entrusted a woman to lead his campaign, and he has hundreds of powerful females proudly working on his behalf," Leavitt said. "The men referenced in this story are our teammates in our shared mission to win this election. Maybe at the Kamala HQ they cry over their gender and pronouns, but here on Team Trump, we only care about one thing: victory on November 5th."
Wiles, who is known rarely to swear or even raise her voice, has privately told allies that one of her biggest challenges in managing the campaign is "too much testosterone." Some colleagues in staff meetings have been stunned by how contentiously she has been treated by a younger male staffer, operations director Justin Caporale. She has often sat in meetings quietly while others talk over each other, waiting for the cacophony to finish, people who have described them say. Caporale declined to comment.
The campaign argues that its emphasis on the economy and crime appeals to women as much as men. Aides also point to some current polls showing a narrower gender gap than in 2020. High-quality public polls tracked by The Washington Post in September showed Trump winning men by an average of 10 points and Harris winning women by an average of 10 points. In 2020 exit polls, Trump won men by eight points, while Biden won women by 15 points.

People arrive ahead of former president Donald Trump's campaign event in Walker, Mich., on Sept. 27. (Joel Angel Juarez/For The Washington Post)


The gap is more pronounced among independents and White voters than partisans and voters of color. Independent women favored Harris 51 percent to 36 percent, according to a recent CNN poll, while independent men split 47 percent for Trump and 40 percent for Harris. The poll showed Trump ahead among White women 50 percent to 47 percent for Harris, much smaller than his 23-point lead with White men.
"The future of our country is at stake, and women are worse off because of Kamala Harris's failures," Alvarez said. "Women care about the economy, affordability, safety, and common sense -- and we care deeply about the future of our nation because we care deeply about our families. The notion that women need to be coddled and can't be tough is a fake media narrative. Whether in our households, boardrooms, or campaign offices, we are often the toughest in the room."
Former Trump adviser Kellyanne Conway said his 2016 campaign worked to mitigate a deficit with women in states like Pennsylvania, closing the gender gap close to the level of the 2012 race between Mitt Romney and Barack Obama. She called the current dynamic a "double gender gap" because Trump has secured such a large advantage with men.
"Women have been the majority of the presidential electorate since 1964," Conway said. "We decide who our presidents are."
Trump has said women should vote for him more explicitly in recent weeks, writing in one all-capitalized message that women are "MORE DEPRESSED AND UNHAPPY" than four years ago but will be "HAPPY, HEALTHY, CONFIDENT AND FREE" with him in the White House -- and "WILL NO LONGER BE THINKING ABOUT ABORTION."
Longtime GOP strategist Antonia Ferrier said the campaign's rhetoric toward women was striking the wrong tone, citing Trump's recent post vowing to "PROTECT WOMEN" as an example.
"We don't need to be protected," she said. "We need engagement. Right now, I would say that engagement on the Republican side of the aisle is lacking and could be improved. I think for a lot of women who are mothers, daughters, sisters, they are raising children. Some of the tone and rhetoric just turns a lot of suburban women off because they are trying to raise good children."
The Trump campaign has taken some steps to try to soften his image, including featuring photographs with his grandchildren -- he previously was resistant to showing too much of a fatherly side, campaign advisers said. The final night of the Republican National Convention featured a speech from his 17-year-old granddaughter, Kai. The campaign has also been deploying women surrogates such as former congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard (D-Hawaii) and Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-N.Y.).
Trump's 2016 campaign almost imploded in the closing weeks after The Washington Post published a 2005 hot mic recording in which he bragged about making unwanted sexual advances. More than a dozen women have accused him of sexual misconduct, and a New York jury found him liable for sexual abuse in a civil case last year. He has denied the allegations.
"There's a pretty big universe of women who think he's a misogynist, that he doesn't like women, that he demeans women, that he's a sexual predator, et cetera, et cetera," Harris campaign pollster John Anzalone said. "And without a doubt, there's a group of men who thinks he's an alpha male who is going to solve all our problems by flexing his muscles."
Some staffers said the dynamic has worsened since August when Trump brought Corey Lewandowski, his former 2016 campaign manager, back onto the team. Lewandowski left the 2016 campaign after grabbing a female reporter's arm (he wasn't prosecuted), and in 2021 he lost a position in a pro-Trump super PAC after allegations of sexually harassing a donor.
The woman, Trashelle Odom, described the encounter in an interview with CBS News that aired on Saturday. She described the interaction in detailed terms to CBS News, saying "I felt like I was his prey" and that he threw a drink on her. Odom said she was speaking about it because she did not want it to happen to anyone else.
"If you're having problems with women, why would you bring on Corey Lewandowski?" asked one longtime Trump ally.
Lewandowski is known for embodying the attitude of "let Trump be Trump," which some other advisers see as encouraging the candidate's worst impulses. A campaign official said Lewandowski has reduced his presence at campaign headquarters and does not supervise any campaign employees. Asked to comment for this article, Lewandowski said: "The Washington Compost continues to regurgitate old news because you are desperate for Comrade Kamala to be President. I'm a volunteer and am proud to donate my time to help President Trump Make America Great Again."
In July, the Republican National Convention showcased the Trump campaign's laddish aesthetic with performances from Kid Rock and Hulk Hogan. The campaign often attacks Democrats by portraying them as feminine or weak. "Soys for Harris!" Jason Miller, one of the campaign's top advisers, said in a recent post, using a slang term for effeminate men.
"Donald Trump is running this overly testosterone-y campaign," said Christina Reynolds, senior vice president of communications for Emily's List, which supports Democratic women. "Hulk Hogan ripped apart his T-shirt onstage -- they had a very specific audience and a very specific message for their convention, and that's what they're aiming at."

Hulk Hogan rips his shirt as he speaks on the final day of the Republican National Convention on July 18 in Milwaukee. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Some allies wanted Trump to offset what they see as his vulnerability with women voters by choosing a woman as his running mate. Instead, his choice of Vance produced one of the campaign's most memorable phrases: his resurfaced 2021 lament of a country run by "a bunch of childless cat ladies." Vance was also mocked online for posting a tarmac photo of himself with mostly male aides saying, "This Entourage reboot is going to be awesome" -- referring to the 2000s HBO show about a young Hollywood star and his male hangers-on.
Some Trump critics reappropriated Vance's phrase, including pop star Taylor Swift in her endorsement of Harris this month. The "cat ladies" controversy reached such a level of public awareness that voters often bring it up unprompted in focus groups, according to Sarah Longwell, an anti-Trump Republican researcher and strategist. The scandal was damaging for Trump because it reminded voters of aspects of his candidacy that many voters already didn't like.
Trump responded to Swift's endorsement of Harris on social media, "I HATE TAYLOR SWIFT!"
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How hurricane falsehoods are dividing the Republican Party
The Republican Party has split into two camps: those who try to dispel the falsehoods, and those who are doubling down on them.
By Maxine Joselow, Mariana Alfaro | 2024-10-10

Former president Donald Trump listens as Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp (R) speaks as they visit an area recovering from Hurricane Helene on Friday. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


As Donald Trump and his allies spread false claims about Hurricanes Helene and Milton, the Republican Party has split into two camps: those who try to dispel the falsehoods, and those who are doubling down on them.
Helene made landfall on Sept. 26, tearing through parts of Florida and Georgia before devastating much of western North Carolina, ultimately causing more than 230 deaths. Milton made landfall Wednesday evening near Sarasota, Fla., bringing powerful winds, tornadoes and deadly floodwaters.
As the country digs out, Republicans in storm-battered states appear torn between the need to curb conspiracy theories and fear of drawing a rebuke from Trump just weeks before the election. Many lawmakers and officials have sought to counter these rumors without directly criticizing the former president or their party.
One of the most prevalent falsehoods spread by Trump is the claim that the Federal Emergency Management Agency, or FEMA, has used some disaster relief funds to help migrants. Though the emergency agency and migrant relief programs are both part of the Department of Homeland Security, their funds are in separate accounts, and money earmarked for aid to migrants can't be transferred to cover hurricane costs.
Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.), a Trump ally, has also spread the conspiracy that the government controls the weather -- a theory with roots in antisemitic tropes about Jewish people manipulating world events.
Far-right conspiracist Alex Jones -- who in June was ordered to pay $1.5 billion in damages to the families of Sandy Hook school shooting victims after spreading false conspiracies about the shooting -- has spent a few weeks promoting unfounded claims about FEMA and hurricanes in his show Infowars. His live stream shared Wednesday -- in which he claimed that Helene was a government-controlled weapon used against Americans -- received nearly 600,000 views on the social media platform X.
Some Republicans have sought to discredit such conspiracies, warning that they could erode trust in FEMA and other officials offering lifesaving advice during disasters.
"Hurricane Helene was NOT geoengineered by the government," Rep. Chuck Edwards, a Republican from hard-hit North Carolina, said in a statement Tuesday. "Nobody can control the weather."
North Carolina state Sen. Kevin Corbin was among the first GOP officials in the hard-hit region to speak out against the rampant misinformation, decrying the "conspiracy theory junk" in a Facebook post last week. Mayor Glenn Jacobs of Knox County, Tenn., also urged his followers last week to "quit spreading those rumors as they are counterproductive to response efforts."
Edwards, Corbin and Jacobs all refrained from criticizing Trump or even mentioning the former president. In contrast, Sen. Mitt Romney (R-Utah) specifically slammed Trump on Tuesday for amplifying falsehoods about Haitians eating pets in Springfield, Ohio, and FEMA using disaster money on migrants.
"Trump told us that people in Springfield are eating dogs and cats. He likewise said that FEMA money, our emergency money, instead of helping people that were hit by the hurricane is being used to help illegals," Romney said during a discussion at the University of Utah in Salt Lake City. "I mean, he just makes it up."
Trump has repeatedly claimed, without evidence, that FEMA ran out of money for the Helene response because it used the funding on people "who came into the country illegally." The White House has slammed Trump's false claim as "poison."
Asked for comment on Trump's false claims, Trump campaign spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt repeated them. "The only misinformation is coming from the Biden-Harris administration," Leavitt said in an email. "White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre lied to the nation Friday when she said it is 'categorically false' that FEMA funds are being used to support illegal immigrants."
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.), who visited storm-ravaged areas of North Carolina on Wednesday alongside Edwards and the state's two Republican U.S. senators, Thom Tillis and Ted Budd, defended Trump's statements in a news conference Wednesday evening. The speaker said the former president "is expressing his frustration about the lack of resources being provided here," and he repeated the false claims about migrants.
In the same news conference, however, Edwards said that he attributes the "rumors that are out there" about FEMA funding to "good old-fashioned storytelling."
On Tuesday, Edwards issued a lengthy fact sheet dispelling multiple falsehoods about Helene and FEMA. The fact sheet noted that FEMA "has NOT diverted disaster response funding to the border or foreign aid," and that NOAA official Charles Konrad has "confirmed that no one has the technology or ability to geoengineer a hurricane."
Johnson was among the lawmakers who shared Edwards's fact sheet on X. FEMA also set up a webpage disputing the conspiracies, stating clearly that "no money is being diverted from disaster response needs."
Greene, for her part, has continued to promote her unfounded theory that "they control the weather." She wrote Wednesday that some of the individuals who allegedly control the weather are "listed on NOAA," referring to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
In response, Rep. Carlos A. Gimenez (R-Fla.) shot back: "Humans cannot create or control hurricanes. Anyone who thinks they can, needs to have their head examined."
Asked for comment, Greene spokesman Nick Dyer said the congresswoman was not suggesting that Helene was engineered by humans. He said Greene was merely trying to bring attention to what he called "weather manipulation."
"Every one of Congresswoman Greene's critics ... want to ignore the science-based factual evidence she has shared," Dyer said. "They are the ones peddling conspiracy theories about her."
Greene has apologized for previously embracing the conspiracy theory that the Rothschild family used lasers from space to start wildfires. The Rothschilds, a famous European business dynasty, have repeatedly been subjected to antisemitic allegations that they and other Jews clandestinely manipulate world events for their advantage.
President Joe Biden, during a White House briefing Wednesday, chided those sharing misinformation.
"For the last few weeks, there's been a reckless, irresponsible, relentless promotion of disinformation and outright lies that are disturbing people," Biden said. "It's undermining confidence in the incredible rescue and recovery work that has already been taken and will continue to be taken. It's harmful to those who need help most."
Climatologists and weather experts have expressed dismay at the spread of once-fringe conspiracies about hurricanes into the mainstream.
"Yesterday, my mother told me I needed to do 'deep research' because everything I know and learned about hurricanes is wrong," wrote University of Miami climatologist Brian McNoldy, who has long tracked storms in the Atlantic Ocean, on X. "I can't even process the ignorance and brainwashing."
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More Americans see Harris than Trump as very ideological
It's presumably in part because Trump's already shifted conservative ideology so far to the right.
By Philip Bump | 2024-10-10

Supporters cheer as former president Donald Trump walks out to speak during a campaign rally in Reading, Pa., on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


There are those who dislike the metaphor of the frog in the slowly boiling water, but it's hard to deny its utility. Perhaps frogs aren't as complacent as the morality tale would suggest, but the idea of a critter becoming acclimated to increasingly dangerous environs deserves some sort of short hand. Particularly at the moment.
It is safe to say that, with less than a month remaining before the presidential election, many supporters of both of the major-party candidates would compare the American populace to those frogs. Republicans see a citizenry unaware that the nation is facing a crisis of the economy and public safety, mirroring the (pun intended) overheated presentation of their nominee, former president Donald Trump. Democrats see a country unconcerned about the risk of tipping into authoritarianism, a concern amplified by Vice President Kamala Harris (and that's also driven by Trump's past actions and rhetoric).
Partisans tend to see the other party's candidate as an embodiment of the problem, an extreme manifestation of a political ideology they oppose. Unsurprisingly, then, polling conducted by YouGov for the Economist found that significant portions of the country view Trump and Harris not just as conservative and liberal, respectively, but very liberal or conservative. Perhaps unexpectedly, more Americans say Harris is very liberal (37 percent) than say Trump is very conservative (28 percent).
That's in part because Democrats are less likely to say that Trump is very conservative (40 percent do) than Republicans are to say that Harris is very liberal (71 percent do).




That is in part because Republicans are more fervent in their ideology than are Democrats. That's reflected in how partisans view their own candidates. About half of Republicans say Trump is "conservative" with another quarter saying he's "very conservative." Among Democrats, a bit under half say Harris is "liberal" -- with nearly a third describing her as "moderate."
The embrace of "liberal" as a descriptor on the left is relatively recent, as historic Gallup data indicates. For the past 30 years, Americans have been more likely to call themselves "conservative" than "liberal," but that gap is narrowing. That's because Democrats -- who in the mid-1990s were as likely to use the term "liberal" to describe themselves as "conservative" -- have become more likely to use "liberal." But nearly 4 in 10 still use "moderate" (compared to 2 in 10 Republicans) and 1 in 10 Democrats use "conservative" (twice the percentage of Republicans that use "liberal").




Republicans have shifted too, but more modestly. In 1994, 6 in 10 described themselves as "conservative." Now, 7 in 10 do.
But there's been another shift over the past decade, one that again evokes the story of the frog in its Jacuzzi. What it means to be "conservative" has shifted -- perhaps not among purists but certainly among a lot of Americans. Donald Trump has been the Republican nominee for three straight cycles and, as the head of the ticket, has helped reshape the party and redefine right-wing politics.
So by the standard of national politics in 2014, Trump is unquestionably more ideological than Republicans overall. We might not have used "conservative" to describe his politics at the time, since "conservative" was a signifier for Republican spending and social positions. Now it's a signifier for Trump's far-right mix of populism, isolationism and xenophobia. And by the standard of the new Trump "conservatism," Trump is in fact not extreme at all. The water got warmer.
This is probably reflected in an anomaly in the YouGov data: only 6 percent of Republicans said they were "not sure" of Harris's ideology while 23 percent of Democrats said they were "not sure" of Trump's. If you see Trump's ideology as a deviation from what "conservative" long meant, rather than an evolution of it, you might understandably not know how he should be categorized.
Democrats identify themselves as liberal and moderate and see their candidate as liberal or moderate. Republicans identify themselves as conservative and see their candidate as conservative. But presumably in part because Trump has already shifted "conservatism" to the right, his ideology is seen as less fervent than his opponent's overall.
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Ohio voters dismiss false claims about Haitians, but Trump has slight lead, Post poll finds
Key Senate race is essentially tied between Democrat Sherrod Brown and Republican Bernie Moreno
By Scott Clement, Amy B Wang, Emily Guskin | 2024-10-10

Donald Trump speaks at the Sept. 10 presidential debate with Kamala Harris. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Most Ohio voters don't believe former president Donald Trump's debunked claim that Haitian immigrants in Springfield are "eating people's pets," and agree with Republican Gov. Mike DeWine's defense of Haitians as hard workers who are in the United States legally, a Washington Post poll finds.
But Trump holds an edge of six percentage points over Vice President Kamala Harris among likely voters in the Buckeye State -- 51 percent to 45 percent -- similar to his eight-point winning margin four years ago. And a must-win Senate election for Democrats to keep control of the chamber is essentially tied, with 48 percent supporting Democratic Sen. Sherrod Brown and 47 percent supporting Republican Bernie Moreno, well within the poll's margin of error of plus or minus 3.5 percentage points.
For the past several weeks, Trump and his running mate, Sen. JD Vance of Ohio, have pushed false and dehumanizing claims about Haitian immigrants stealing and eating cats and dogs in Springfield, in the state's southwest -- doubling and tripling down even as local police and officials have said there is no evidence for such claims.
"In Springfield, they're eating the dogs. The people that came in, they're eating the cats. They're eating -- they're eating the pets of the people that live there," Trump said at the ABC News debate with Harris on Sept. 10.
The furor over Springfield has reverberated in the state, with nearly half of Ohio voters saying they have read or heard "a lot" about the city's Haitian immigrants, about one month after Vance and Trump began spreading the falsehoods and blaming the group for the city's struggles.
The Post poll found that 24 percent think Trump's comment that Haitian immigrants are eating people's pets is "probably" or "definitely" true, while 57 percent say it is probably or definitely false. Sixteen percent say they aren't sure.
The results are almost a mirror image of reactions to DeWine, who has said that Trump's claims are not true and that the Haitian immigrants are in the United States legally and are hard workers. A 55 percent majority of Ohio voters say DeWine's comments are true, while 26 percent say they are false and 18 percent are not sure.
Almost all Democrats say what Trump is saying is false, along with over half of independents, but Republicans are not as united. Among Ohio Republicans, 42 percent say Trump was telling the truth when he said Haitian immigrants are eating people's cats and dogs, 29 percent say he was saying something false and 26 percent say they are not sure. Asked about DeWine's defense of Haitians, 28 percent of Republicans say his comments were true, 42 percent say they were false and 27 percent are not sure.
DeWine, who was born in Springfield, wrote in a New York Times op-ed last month that the city has "a rich history of providing refuge for the oppressed and being a place of opportunity," including notably being a stop on the Underground Railroad, before declining economically in the 1980s and 1990s. The influx of Haitian immigrants to Springfield has helped revitalize the city, he said.
"As a supporter of former President Donald Trump and Senator JD Vance, I am saddened by how they and others continue to repeat claims that lack evidence and disparage the legal migrants living in Springfield," DeWine wrote. "This rhetoric hurts the city and its people, and it hurts those who have spent their lives there."
Since Trump and Vance began pushing their false claims, Springfield has received numerous bomb threats, prompting lockdowns at the city's schools and other facilities. Last month, DeWine authorized the deployment of state troopers to the Springfield City School District "for the foreseeable future."
Still, Trump vowed last month that, if elected again, he would conduct "large deportations" of migrants, starting in Springfield, regardless of the Haitians' legal status. In an interview with NewsNation last week, Trump elaborated on that plan, vowing to revoke temporary protected status for thousands of Haitian immigrants who are living and working in the United States legally, and to return them to Haiti.
At least some Ohio voters appear to agree with Trump and Vance that Haitian immigrants are having a negative impact on the state. About 4 in 10 Ohio voters (42 percent) say Haitian immigrants in Ohio make the communities they live in worse, while 32 percent say they make them better, with 16 percent saying they make no difference.
Immigration is Moreno's strongest issue in the Senate race, with 43 percent of registered voters saying the Republican would do a better job of handling it, while 37 percent prefer Brown. Some 46 percent of voters say immigration will be "extremely important" in their vote, trailing only the economy at 55 percent. Moreno also has a five-point edge on handling taxes and a four-point edge on crime and safety, issues that Ohio voters see as about as important as immigration.
By contrast, voters prefer Brown over Moreno by double digits to handle abortion (13 points) and health care (10 points), while the Democrat holds a five-point edge on helping the middle class. Voters split down the middle on which candidate they trust more to handle the economy, 41 percent apiece.
On abortion, 61 percent of Ohio voters say abortion should be legal in most or all cases, while 33 percent say it should be illegal in all or most cases. Last November, an Ohio referendum measure to enshrine abortion rights in the state's constitution passed with 56.6 percent support.
Moreno possesses two other advantages in the Senate race: 51 percent of Ohio likely voters want Republicans to control the U.S. Senate, compared with 42 percent who want Democrats to control the chamber. In addition, a 39 percent minority of voters in the state approve of President Joe Biden's job performance, and a 59 percent majority disapproves. At 48 percent support, Brown outperforms both support for a Democratic Senate and Biden's approval rating, which might be dragging down his candidacy.
But Brown is more popular than his opponent, with 45 percent rating the Democratic senator favorably and 42 percent unfavorably. Moreno's image is underwater, with 37 percent favorable and 46 percent unfavorable.
The poll found that Black voters in Ohio favor Brown by 72 percent to 24 percent for Moreno, similar to Harris's margin over Trump (70 percent to 24 percent). While that's a wide Democratic margin, the poll finds significantly higher Republican support among Black voters than in 2020, when exit polls found 8 percent supported Trump.
White Ohio voters favor Trump by 10 points over Harris but are divided in the Senate election, with 49 percent backing Moreno and 47 percent Brown. Among White voters without a bachelor's degree, Brown trails Moreno by 17 points, compared with Harris's 27-point deficit against Trump. White voters with college degrees support Democrats in both races by double digits.
This Washington Post poll of Ohio voters, conducted Oct. 3-7, has a margin of error of plus or minus 3.5 percentage points for both the overall sample and the sample of likely voters; all registered voters were assigned a probability of voting to produce likely voter results. The survey was conducted among 1,002 registered voters randomly sampled from a statewide database of Ohio registered voters. Sixty percent of interviewees were reached by live callers to cellphones; 18 percent were reached on landlines; and 22 percent completed the survey online after receiving a text invitation.
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Lawmakers spending even more in 2024 under receipt-free expense program
Critics of the program have argued that its lack of receipt requirements and reliance on the honor system opens it up for abuse.
By Jacqueline Alemany, Clara Ence Morse | 2024-10-10

The dome of the U.S. Capitol is seen in July. In 2023, more than two dozen members of Congress received payments of at least $30,000 on top of their $174,000 base salaries. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


House lawmakers expensed at least $2.5 million under a program that allows them to be reimbursed for their spending without submitting receipts through the first five months of 2024, over $120,000 more than they expensed during the same period last year, according to data released by the House as of Oct. 9 and analyzed by The Washington Post.
Created at the end of 2022, the program allows House members to use taxpayer funds to reimburse themselves for some lodging, meals and incidental costs while they are in D.C. on official business. It was intended to help members offset the costs of maintaining two households without requiring them to give themselves a politically toxic raise.
But critics of the expense program have argued that its lack of receipt requirements and reliance on the honor system open it up for abuse, and expenses have risen for 2024 despite public scrutiny of last year's spending. The data released by the House is sourced from expense information submitted by individual congressional offices, which can potentially contain errors or be corrected later. The data that The Post reviewed for this article is probably the last major data release before next month's elections.
The program's top spenders in the first five months of 2024 include Reps. Jim Baird (R-Ind.), who spent a little over $22,000, and Veronica Escobar (D-Tex.), Nancy Mace (R-S.C.), Nanette Barragan (D-Calif.) and Jack Bergman (R-Mich.), who all spent more than $16,000.
The program has only a few strict rules, including that members cannot seek reimbursement for more than their actual expenses. They also cannot be repaid for principal or interest on their mortgages and can get reimbursement only for days they're actually working in D.C. or flying to the city. Misuse of taxpayer funds under the members' allowance could violate not just House rules but also federal law.
Mace, one of the program's top spenders in 2023, came under scrutiny after former staffers alleged to The Post earlier this year that she misused the program by seeking reimbursements that were higher than her actual expenses. Mace, who owns 28 percent of a Capitol Hill townhouse with her ex-fiance Patrick Bryant, is still a top spender. But the $12,180 she expensed for lodging in the first five months of 2024 is roughly $1,500 less than her spending on lodging during the same period in 2023.
The South Carolina Republican racked up a total of $27,817 in lodging expenses in 2023 -- an average of more than $2,300 a month. The Post previously reported that Mace was told by people involved with her office finances that she could not justify claiming more than about $1,800 a month for expenses on the townhouse under the rules of the program. In the first five months of 2024, Mace received reimbursements averaging more than $2,400 per month for lodging expenses.
"We follow all the rules for reimbursements," a spokesperson for Mace said in an emailed statement, declining to answer whether Mace was utilizing the program to pay off her mortgage.
A constituent filed an ethics complaint in June with the Office of Congressional Ethics requesting the South Carolina lawmaker be investigated for "unlawfully" seeking and receiving reimbursements that exceed her monthly expenses, demanding that she be "formally reprimanded," Punchbowl News reported at the time.
"Although there are few restrictions on the actions of Members under the House reimbursement program, the restrictions that do exist should be vigorously enforced," the complainant, whose name was redacted from the filing, added.
Neither the Office of Congressional Ethics, the nonpartisan and independent entity charged with reviewing allegations of misconduct against House members, nor the House Committee on Ethics, members' own watchdog, would comment on whether there are ongoing investigations into Mace's spending. But people familiar with the matter say that congressional ethics officials are paying close attention to members' use of the expense program. After The Post initially reported on members' use of the program, a House official sent an email reminding lawmakers that they could face criminal prosecution for lying about expenses.
In 2023, more than two dozen members of Congress received payments of at least $30,000 on top of their $174,000 base salaries as a part of the program, which was approved on a bipartisan basis in late 2022. In June, The Post created a database of members' 2023 spending to help the public better understand how lawmakers are using the program.
Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Fla.), the program's second-ranking spender in 2023 after Bergman, has cut down on his spending: The Florida lawmaker spent $23,106 in the first five months of 2023 compared with $14,092 through May of this year -- a $9,014 decrease.
Members expensed roughly $70,000 more on food expenses in the first five months of 2024 than they did over the same period in 2025. And a handful of members opted into the program this year who did not participate last year.
Baird expensed more than $5,600 on food during the first five months of the year; Barragan expensed roughly $4,700; and Mace expensed roughly $4,443.
Some House staffers involved with administering the program have been especially critical of the lack of transparency around reimbursements for food, noting that members receive free food in the course of their jobs on Capitol Hill.
"Members get free food all the time -- the cloakrooms and committees always have food," said one person involved with the program, speaking on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak to the press. "A hearing that starts at 10 a.m. and goes through lunch serves food. So a member claiming a full meal deduction raises eyebrows."
But a member argued that most of the events lawmakers attend in the course of business in Washington offer only hors d'oeuvres, and that many of those attending galas and banquets that do have full meals leave before dinner is served.
"You could find at least a few events a week to attend but you'd get reimbursed for dinner anyway so why sit through a long dinner with strangers unless you just don't want to spend the money and then get reimbursed?" the member, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss unflattering habits of lawmakers on Capitol Hill, told The Post.
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The candidate taking on an election denier -- by focusing on other things
Pennsylvania's Janelle Stelson and other Democrats have weaved Jan. 6 into a broader narrative of Washington run amok.
By Paul Kane | 2024-10-10

Janelle Stelson, Democratic candidate for the 10th Congressional District, campaigns in York, Pa., in April. (Joe Lamberti for The Washington Post) 


HARRISBURG, Pa. -- As she stood with more than two dozen retired national security leaders behind her, Democratic hopeful Janelle Stelson might have been expected to focus on her opponent's views on election denial and the 2021 attack on the Capitol.
The bipartisan group of former generals and ambassadors came to Pennsylvania on Monday because they view her opponent, Rep. Scott Perry, as a potential threat to democracy.
But instead of starting her remarks with an account of Perry's role helping the Trump White House strategize before the Jan. 6, 2021, joint session, she began by highlighting his votes on bread-and-butter issues: a vote against legislation to help house homeless veterans, a vote against helping firefighters get better protective gear and vote against a bill to combat sex trafficking. Only then did she turn to the Capitol insurrection and national security.
Stelson, a former local TV news broadcaster, is among a group of Democratic challengers who are taking on Republican incumbents by casting them as symbols of a broken Congress, often weaving the 2021 insurrection into a broader narrative of Washington run amok.
To unseat Perry, the former chair of the far-right House Freedom Caucus, Stelson is trying to harness the energy of liberal activists outraged by threats to democracy and reproductive rights, while also appealing to moderates who may vote Donald Trump at the top of the ticket.
"Yes, it was a terrible attack on democracy, and now we've learned how deeply involved Scott Perry was," Stelson said in an interview at her campaign headquarters. But, she continued, that theme has "morphed" into a focus on Washington's dysfunction. "You have the 118th Congress that has achieved fewer pieces of legislation than at any time since the 1800s. Something is very wrong."
Democratic challengers are leaning into a pox-on-both-their-houses approach to the crisis at the border. Kirsten Engel (D-Ariz.), for instance, is running ads promising to "set aside politics" on the border, blaming the Biden administration's handling of the border and Republicans for walking away from a bipartisan deal over the winter.
It's a model that Rep. Tom Suozzi (D-N.Y.) ran on successfully in a February special election in a competitive Long Island district, bashing Republicans for opposing that bill and blaming the Biden administration for mishandling the border.
"Both parties have been botching it for decades. You know, this is an American problem that we need to reach across the aisle," Stelson said.
Perry knows he is in for the fight of his political life, and he is swinging hard in this campaign. But unlike many swing-district Republicans, he is not trying to soften his image for independent voters. In fact, he boasts about not having many friends.
"After I voted against every Democrat tax increase, they despise me. And after I opposed my own party's reckless spending of your money, I lost friends. But here's the thing, you didn't send me to Congress to make friends," he said in his campaign's first ad.
And Tuesday night, during their debate, Perry defended his votes where he was one of only a dozen or so lawmakers to oppose popular bills. He said these bills, often passed with bipartisan support during President Joe Biden's term, led to increased federal spending and, in his view, spurred rising costs.
"That's the reason that we have the inflation that we do. So I'm looking out for them by trying to curb that inflation and making sure that the things we spend money on are the things that are important," he said in the debate.
Until January 2023, Stelson, 64, was a registered Republican who said she happily supported traditional conservatives like the late Sen. John McCain (Ariz.), the 2008 GOP presidential nominee, or Sen. Mitt Romney (Utah), when he was the 2012 nominee.
Back then, the region leaned more Republican. In 2012, Cumberland County, just west across the Susquehanna River, delivered an 18-point margin for Romney over Barack Obama.
In 2020, Trump only won the entire congressional district by a little less than 4 points, in part because his margin in fast-growing Cumberland shrank to 11 percentage points.
Dauphin County, with Harrisburg as its anchor, has grown increasingly favorable for Democrats, so much so that last fall they took control of the three-member county commission for the first time in more than 100 years.
But Perry kept winning by comfortable enough margins, almost doubling Trump's performance in 2020 with a nearly 7-percentage-point victory, and despite Gov. Josh Shapiro's double-digit margin in the 10th two years ago, Perry won by nearly 8 points.
Enter Stelson, who started at the local ABC affiliate as a reporter in 1986 before becoming the NBC affiliate news anchor in 1997.
She resigned last year and jumped into the race with the type of name identification that most challengers in congressional races have to spend a few million dollars to generate.
She has raised more than $4.5 million for the race -- a bonanza for a first-time candidate. Perry, who has not announced his third-quarter haul, had less than $780,000 in his campaign account as of June 30.
He has spent almost $300,000 on a legal team that has helped him since he got entangled with the Trump investigations. The House investigation into the Capitol attack revealed that Perry attended a December 2020 planning meeting with Trump to discuss the congressional certification joint session and that he fed conspiratorial ideas to Trump's team.
In the debate, Perry said he was never himself under investigation -- even though the FBI seized his phone -- and he stood by his claim that the 2020 election was not run properly.
Since the start of the general election, Stelson and her outside Democratic allies have reserved or spent $8.1 million on TV ads, a $2.5 million advantage over the incumbent's side, according to AdImpact, the political spending research firm.
Perry's longtime opposition to abortion -- he co-sponsored the Life at Conception Act four times -- has proved to be energizing to Democrats here, particularly now that Vice President Kamala Harris is leading the ticket.
"I have purple hair, tattoos and a uterus. I'm voting for Kamala," Madelaine Brunson, 37, said Monday while tending bar at Federal Taphouse, two blocks from the Capitol.
She and her husband, both registered independents, decided years ago to not have children, making reproductive rights their top issue.
Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), Trump's running mate, further alienated her with his disparaging remark about "childless cat ladies." Brunson counts four cats -- Anakin, Roswell, Absinthe and LC -- among a household filled with pets.
Her first annoyance with Perry, she said, was his opposition to some veterans benefits, including the 2022 bill to provide extra health benefits to members of the military who were stationed near toxic burn pits.
Stelson believes the final few percentage points of victory will come from people who are not animated by the Capitol attack or the Supreme Court's 2022 Dobbs ruling that overturned the Roe v. Wade decision.
She devotes as much time in her stump speech to votes such as Perry's opposition to allowing Medicare to negotiate prescription drug prices and past support for raising the age at which seniors can receive Social Security benefits.
"Yeah, it's January 6th, yeah, it's Dobbs," she said in her campaign office. "But it's a whole lot of other things."
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Trump returns to Pennsylvania, with a stop in Biden's hometown
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Amy B Wang, Azi Paybarah, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Meryl Kornfield, Aaron Blake, Colby Itkowitz, Amy Gardner, Marianne LeVine, Hannah Knowles, Josh Dawsey, Michael Scherer, Dylan Wells, Glenn Kessler, Philip Bump, Ross Godwin, Naomi Schanen, Gregory S. Schneider, Laura Vozzella, Isaac Stanley-Becker, Theodoric Meyer, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Emmanuel Felton, Erin Cox, John Wagner, Marianna Sotomayor, Liz Goodwin, Paul Kane, Maeve Reston | 2024-10-10
Former president Donald Trump held a pair of campaign events Wednesday in the battleground state of Pennsylvania, including one in Scranton, the hometown of President Joe Biden and an evening rally in Reading. Pennsylvania is key to the plans of both the Republican and Democratic tickets to win the electoral college. Vice President Kamala Harris has no campaign events advertised Wednesday. She joined Biden virtually from New York, where she conducted several media interviews Tuesday, for a briefing on Hurricane Milton.
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Monster hurricane season slams into presidential campaign
As GOP nominee Donald Trump attacks the government response, often baselessly, Vice President Kamala Harris seeks to showcase competence and compassion.
By Toluse Olorunnipa, Josh Dawsey | 2024-10-10

Vice President Kamala Harris is briefed on recovery efforts for Hurricane Helene at the North Carolina National Guard headquarters in Charlotte on Saturday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


As President Joe Biden delivered a solemn warning Wednesday about Hurricane Milton -- urging Floridians to heed local officials and brace for "the storm of the century" -- he paused before offering another admonition, one chiefly aimed at Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump.
"The last few weeks, there's been a reckless, irresponsible, relentless promotion of disinformation and outright lies that are disturbing people," Biden said from the White House, blaming Trump for leading an "onslaught of lies" about the storms. "It's ridiculous, and it's got to stop."
The moment, coming after Trump had blasted Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris for their disaster management and hours before Milton was set to make landfall, highlighted how two massive storm systems have collided with the final stage of the presidential campaign, amplifying the nation's sharpest political divisions as millions prepare to go to the polls.
For a turbulent presidential race that has already been jolted by a felony conviction, assassination attempts and a late-stage candidate switch, the arrival of back-to-back monster hurricanes is testing the nation's political fabric even as it challenges the government's ability to mount a comprehensive response.
The storms have become particularly consequential for Harris, whose truncated presidential campaign is focused on introducing herself as a steady leader in contrast to Trump's erratic governing style. In recent days, she has upended her campaign schedule to visit with victims of Hurricane Helene, joined multiple high-level briefings and held calls with local officials across the Southeast. She has also blasted Trump as selfish and "extraordinarily irresponsible" for peddling falsehoods about the recovery effort.
Yet some of Harris's decisions -- including attending splashy fundraisers and political events after Helene made landfall, and participating in lighthearted interviews as Milton was bearing down on Florida -- have opened her up to criticism from opponents aiming to cast the storm recovery effort as lackluster and disjointed.
As Trump was cycling through attacks over Hurricane Helene last week, often embracing falsehoods and conspiracy theories, the approach of Hurricane Milton ensured that storm politics would be a defining feature of the campaign's closing stretch, said Tevi Troy, a presidential historian. While presidential candidates may seek an edge in the aftermath of a disaster, there is risk in seeming too focused on the electoral impact at a time that has traditionally been apolitical, said Troy, author of "Shall We Wake The President? Two Centuries of Disaster Management from the Oval Office."
"If you are seen as the one who's politicizing it, the negativity will redound upon you in a significant way," he said. "So there are incentives in terms of wanting to make sure the response goes right, but also that you don't want to be the one politicizing."
Hurricane Helene made landfall on Sept. 26, tearing through parts of Florida and Georgia before devastating much of western North Carolina. As the death toll mounted -- ultimately exceeding 230 to become the deadliest hurricane since Katrina in 2005 -- the Trump and Harris campaigns quickly confronted the reality that the response could shape the final weeks of the presidential race, not least because Georgia and North Carolina are among the few true battlegrounds.
Trump wasted little time jumping into the fray, traveling to Georgia on Sept. 30 and launching into sharp criticism of the White House as Harris and Biden stayed away amid the early stages of the recovery, saying they did not want to interfere with recovery efforts.
Trump's false claim that Biden had been ignoring the state's Republican governor, Brian Kemp, kicked off similar attacks. Trump and his allies would go on to claim that the Federal Emergency Management Agency had given money to migrants rather than storm victims, that Republican-leaning areas were being bypassed by the government, and that Harris had sent millions to Lebanon while limiting hurricane victims to $750.
The assertions, while not based in fact, dovetailed with Trump's message about a government supposedly weaponized against conservatives and favoring foreigners over Americans.
"This has been the worst hurricane response by a president and vice president since Katrina, and this is simply not acceptable," Trump said Saturday at a rally in Pennsylvania. "They're offering them $750 to people whose homes have been washed away, and yet we send tens of billions of dollars to foreign countries that most people have never heard of."
The $750 payments, designed to defray immediate costs as claims are processed, represent just a portion of the federal funds that victims can access.

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump talks with Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp after speaking at a hurricane relief shelter. (Evan Vucci/AP)


Trump's reference to Hurricane Katrina, which struck New Orleans in 2005, highlighted how national campaigns have collided with natural disasters throughout history. President George W. Bush's response to Katrina was widely faulted, helping the Democrats retake both chambers of Congress the following year. The government's response to Hurricane Andrew in 1992 was likewise seen as subpar, contributing to the defeat of his father, George H.W. Bush, months later.
In contrast, President Barack Obama's handling of Superstorm Sandy, which hit much of the Eastern Seaboard in 2012, may have helped propel him to reelection.
As Harris has blasted Trump for spreading misinformation about Hurricane Helene, she has leaned into her core message about him, that he is concerned only with himself. "It's about him. It's not about you," she said this week of Trump's comments.
Harris's campaign has calculated that a competent and compassionate response to the storms would itself refute Trump's charges, and her allies have highlighted comments by several Republican governors complimenting the administration's quick actions.
The vice president, who was in California as Helene marched across the Southeast, eventually cut short her trip and returned to Washington early for a FEMA briefing. But by the time Air Force Two landed and her motorcade arrived at FEMA's headquarters, Trump had already been on the ground in Georgia.
Trump's team believed Harris was making a mistake by not getting to Georgia and North Carolina sooner, which is one reason he rushed a trip there, said one Trump adviser who, like others, spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal deliberations. "It was an opportunity for us," the adviser said.
Harris traveled to Georgia and North Carolina last week and met with survivors of the storm. As Hurricane Milton gathered in the Gulf of Mexico this week, Harris used a series of interviews to argue that Trump's response to the hurricane proved he lacked the empathy and temperament to be president. "The last thing that [hurricane victims] deserve is to have a so-called leader make them more afraid than they already are," she said on CNN.
While many of Trump's assertions about the response were false, FEMA has faced genuine problems. FEMA employees have struggled to reach some of Helene's victims, especially in remote, mountainous parts of North Carolina. And the sheer extent of the area struck by the storm, covering six states, has strained the agency's capacity.
While some Democrats saw the storms as an opportunity to highlight the role of climate change, Harris has not broached the topic. Scientists agree that Helene and Milton owe their ferocity in large part to unusually high water temperatures in the Gulf of Mexico.
But Harris, locked in a tight race with Trump in states like Pennsylvania and Michigan, whose economies in different ways rely heavily on fossil fuels, has kept a low profile when it comes to aggressive climate strategies, and the storms so far have not changed that.
On Wednesday, the vice president released a statement warning against price gouging, which has been one of the themes of her campaign's push against inflation. Harris's campaign has also released an ad featuring former Trump administration officials who criticized him for politicizing past disasters.
As the White House has pushed back against misinformation, it has received some help from Republicans in affected areas who fear conspiracy theories will hamper the recovery effort. Republican Rep. Chuck Edwards, who represents hard-hit western North Carolina, released a lengthy statement Tuesday debunking "Helene response myths," including some of the claims that Trump has espoused.
"FEMA has NOT diverted disaster response funding to the border or foreign aid," he wrote, in a statement that also clarified that the storm had not been engineered by the government.
But Edwards also asserted that the FEMA response "has had its shortfalls," and some criticisms of the Biden administration's handling of Helene have been more polished than Trump's allegations or hoaxes spreading online. In an op-ed in the Wall Street Journal, Trump's running mate, Ohio Sen. JD Vance, criticized Biden and Harris for not activating the military more quickly to reach hard-hit areas in North Carolina after the storm.
"Shortly after Helene made landfall in the U.S. on Sept. 26, Joe Biden was at his house in Rehoboth Beach, Del. Vice President Kamala Harris was flying between ritzy California fundraisers, hobnobbing with celebrities," Vance wrote. "The lack of prioritization had real-world ramifications."
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) was asked about disinformation at his morning press briefing Wednesday, specifically a tweet telling residents not to evacuate and citing supposed shenanigans by FEMA. DeSantis scoffed.
"Listen, I think most people are wise to this," he said. "You know, we live in an era where if you put out crap online, you can get a lot of people to share it and you can monetize that. That's just the way it is."
DeSantis also clashed with Harris this week after reports emerged that he refused to accept her call ahead of Helene. During a news conference, DeSantis denied that he had declined her call but suggested that the vice president was being "selfish" and aiming to score political points.
Harris, in turn, told reporters that DeSantis was being "utterly irresponsible."
It is too early to know if the storms will have a significant electoral impact, but both campaigns have begun gaming out how votes in key hurricane-ravaged states could shift.
Trump campaign employees are trying to decipher how many of their likely voters are affected in North Carolina and Georgia -- a number some aides believe is in the hundreds of thousands -- and how to get them to vote. They have been particularly worried about North Carolina, where the flooding hit a number of areas where Trump has strong support.
Hurricane Milton is also having a more immediate impact on Trump's operation. His campaign office in Palm Beach, Fla., is a "ghost town" with people evacuating for safer spaces ahead of the storm, an adviser said. Employees have been told to go somewhere safe.
The political swiping in some sense has demonstrated how much the country has changed since 2012, when Obama and then-Gov. Chris Christie of New Jersey (R) shared a bipartisan embrace after Sandy decimated the Garden State, Troy said.
Mike DuHaime, a GOP political consultant who was one of Christie's top advisers during that storm, said the infighting ahead of Hurricane Milton was "dangerous" for the candidates involved. "There are a few moments where the public expects you to put your politics aside, and that's one of them," he said.
Nick Iarossi, a Florida lobbyist close to DeSantis, said that despite the burst of partisan rhetoric, those in charge are behaving responsibly.
"We're in some of the most hyper-political divisive times in our nation's history, and you combine that with a presidential election 30 days out and multiple catastrophic hurricanes, and you're going to be left with political rhetoric by the candidates," Iarossi said. "I believe the Republican governors are communicating well with the feds, and that President Biden is also being cooperative in getting federal resources to help. The governors and the president are not playing politics. That's the silver lining in all this."
Patrick Svitek and Lori Rozsa contributed to this report.
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In Biden's hometown, Trump reminisces about his former opponent
The former president has mentioned Biden hundreds of times in speeches since Kamala Harris became the Democratic nominee. He kept up the habit in Biden's hometown Wednesday.
By Hannah Knowles, Marianne LeVine, Justine McDaniel | 2024-10-10

Republican presidential nominee and former president Donald Trump makes a point during a campaign rally Wednesday in Scranton, Pa. (Michael M. Santiago/Getty Images)


SCRANTON, Pa. -- Donald Trump can't stop running against President Joe Biden.
At a campaign event in the president's boyhood hometown Wednesday, Trump mentioned their June 27 debate, questioned his former opponent's mental competence and misleadingly characterized Vice President Kamala Harris's selection as the Democratic nominee as a "coup."
Trump has spent weeks trying to tie Harris, who holds a narrow lead in national polling, to Biden, who trailed Trump in polls. But his comments about Biden often have focused narrowly on his account of the president's flaws and his own frustrations with the Democratic switch. And in Pennsylvania on Wednesday, the allure of Biden-bashing appeared to be fading with some of the Trump faithful.
Now that Harris is her party's standard-bearer, Trump mentions her nearly three times as frequently as he drops Biden's name, according to a Washington Post analysis of his public speeches. But Trump still has mentioned his onetime opponent -- who has otherwise been all but absent from the campaign trail -- over 500 times in 46 public speeches tracked by The Post since Harris became the nominee. Trump clearly sees political gain in mentioning his former opponent: recent polling shows that the majority of voters believe the country is on the wrong track.
Trump kept up the habit Wednesday in this Pennsylvania city Biden has made central to his political identity. Less than 10 minutes into his speech, Trump began to talk about "Sleepy Joe."
In recent weeks, Trump has repeatedly suggested that Democrats were wrong to ditch Biden for Harris.
"Joe's looking pretty good lately, I tell you, he's looking pretty good compared to Kamala," Trump, who spent months calling Biden incompetent to serve as president, said in Scranton on Wednesday.
He proceeded to offer his own version of why Biden decided to not seek reelection, baselessly claiming that Biden was "angry" at Harris. He described his  replacement at the top of the Democratic ticket as an "overthrow."
"They said, 'You're sick, you're not going to go on, '" Trump said, adding, "This was the first coup in the history of America."
It was within the Democratic Party's powers to replace Biden with Harris. Though primary voters chose Biden, they technically elected a slate of delegates to choose their nominee. After Biden dropped out, those delegates were free to pick a replacement, and they almost unanimously selected Harris.
Biden stepped aside in July, after weeks of pressure from Democrats who warned he had no path to victory after his disastrous debate performance against Trump, in which Biden appeared at times to lose his train of thought.

Supporters listen to Donald Trump at a rally Wednesday in Scranton, Pa. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


Trump has both publicly and privately lamented Harris's ascension, even as he has also tried to portray her as an easier opponent to beat. (The Post polling average has Harris leading Trump in four of the seven battleground states.) He has complained about the amount of money and resources his campaign poured into beating Biden ($150 million, he says) only to have to start over with Harris. At a recent rally in Erie, Pa., Trump even suggested without evidence that Democrats might bring Biden back as their nominee.
During an evening rally in Reading, Pa., Trump repeated a baseless claim he made earlier in the day: that Biden "may hate" Harris more than he hates Trump. "They're fighting like cats and dogs," he said without evidence. He also described Biden as "smarter" than Harris, as "more competent" and said he recently looked "reinvigorated."
In Pennsylvania,Harris is leading in polls by three points, according to The Post's polling average. The state is critical to both Harris's and Trump's paths to the White House.
Outside the Scranton venue, the anti-Biden merchandise was sparser than it once was. But it was still there. Vendors sold magnets with profane jabs at Biden: "FJB," "Let's go, Brandon" and an image of Biden in a chef's hat accompanied by a message with an expletive.
Attendees said they agreed with Trump's pique at Democrats' last-minute move to replace Biden. "What happened with Joe Biden dropping out ... is the opposite of democracy," said Rob Neishman, 49, who described himself as a onetime Democrat, adding that he and his family grew alienated from the party around the same time Trump crashed into the political scene.
He brushed off suggestions that Harris's ascension had made Trump's path to reelection harder.
For Marvin Batista, a 36-year-old correctional officer from Reading, Pa., who showed up for Trump's rally there Wednesday evening, the election represents a choice between Trump and Biden administration politics.
"In 2024, you get to choose. You got to live four years of Kamala and Biden, and you got to live four years of Trump," he said. "Obviously you were better off four years ago."
Clara Ence Morse contributed to this report.
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Republicans challenge legitimacy of overseas votes, including military
The Pennsylvania suit opens a front in GOP efforts to raise questions about the validity of mail-in ballots, targeting a group that had been seen as off-limits.
By Colby Itkowitz, Amy Gardner | 2024-10-10

Ballots in boxes at the Philadelphia processing center on Nov. 8, 2022. (Caroline Gutman/For The Washington Post)


Republican congressmen from Pennsylvania have filed a federal lawsuit seeking stricter scrutiny of votes cast by U.S. citizens living abroad, reflecting a new GOP strategy to challenge the eligibility of a group of voters that includes overseas military personnel.
The lawmakers claim in the suit, which was filed this week, that because local election officials in Pennsylvania are not required to verify the identity or eligibility of voters who register overseas, those ballots are vulnerable to fraud. They have asked a federal judge to require officials to set aside completed ballots and not count them until voter eligibility can be determined.
The lawsuit is notable for targeting a group of voters long thought to favor Republicans because of the prevalence of military personnel stationed overseas, but that is now seen as more evenly divided or even leaning Democratic. The suit adds to a long list of Republican-backed litigation around the country with just weeks to go before the Nov. 5 election, with much of it aimed at disqualifying mail-in votes or removing ineligible voters from rolls.
Critics pounced on the suit as more evidence that the GOP is laying the groundwork to contest the outcome of the presidential vote if Vice President Kamala Harris defeats former president Donald Trump. They said the suit, if successful, could cause the disqualification of thousands of eligible ballots.
Pennsylvania has sent out 25,000 ballots to Americans abroad so far this year, according to the office of Secretary of State Al Schmidt -- a potentially decisive number in the event of a close election. In 2020, Joe Biden won both Arizona and Georgia by less than half that number. Pennsylvania is widely seen as among the most competitive states this year.
In the lawsuit, six of Pennsylvania's eight Republican congressmen argue that state law makes it possible for ineligible individuals to "register to vote without verification of identity or eligibility but receive a ballot by email and then vote a ballot without providing identification at any step in the process." As a result, they say, "the ultimate tally of the votes may not accurately reflect the legal results which could affect a close Congressional election."
The suit claims that Pennsylvania's rules regarding overseas voting violate state and federal law, but critics say that is not true. Federal law defers to states to establish election rules, and it also specifically calls for the process of overseas voting to not be unduly burdensome.
"The policies and procedures around overseas voting have been known for years, if not decades," said David Becker, who leads the nonpartisan Center for Election Innovation & Research, which promotes trust in U.S. elections. "For members of Congress to file a lawsuit four weeks before the presidential election, about a law that is four decades old, is disturbing, and could put the right to vote at risk for many members of the military."
Pennsylvania law governing overseas voting, which has been in place for decades, requires Americans abroad to be previous residents of Pennsylvania and to attest to their eligibility.
"This lawsuit was filed two weeks after counties started mailing ballots to military and overseas voters, and it baselessly challenges Pennsylvania law, which provides clear procedures for processing applications by overseas voters," said Amy Gulli, a spokeswoman for the Pennsylvania Department of State. "Our service members deserve to have their votes counted."

Adrian Fontes, left, Arizona's secretary of state, and Al Schmidt, Pennsylvania's secretary of state, arrive for a 2023 Senate hearing on ongoing threats to election administration. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Others said the case amounts to a fishing expedition given the lack of documentation of illegal exploitation of overseas voting. The suit sows further doubt and mistrust in the legitimacy of U.S. elections despite the lack of evidence of widespread fraud, heightening the possibility of civil unrest and even violence should Trump lose, the critics said.
"We're definitely seeing a series of desperate and legally questionable attempts to suppress the vote, and I think, for the sake of overseas military voters and all overseas voters, we definitely hope that they fail," said Philip Hensley-Robin, executive director of Common Cause Pennsylvania, a nonpartisan government watchdog.
A lawyer for the Republican lawmakers, Erick Kaardal, was involved in several cases in 2020 challenging the certification of Biden's win. He did not respond to a request for comment.
The ballots in question are governed by a federal law known as the Uniform and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, which requires states to allow eligible Americans living abroad, including military personnel, to vote in federal elections. Although many states require overseas voters to provide identification such as a driver's license or passport, Pennsylvania does not.
Overseas voting has traditionally been supported by both Republicans and Democrats because of how many uniformed Americans use it. Even in 2020, when then-President Donald Trump attempted to discredit domestic absentee balloting in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic, he and his allies did not attack overseas voting.
"That's when everyone thought overseas meant military. Not true," Cleta Mitchell, one of the lawyers who helped Trump challenge his defeat four years ago, said in a text message. "Approx 63% of [overseas] ballots in 2020 were nonmilitary."
Mitchell said she worked with local leaders to prepare the litigation in Pennsylvania after learning that the state doesn't verify the identity of overseas voters. She began examining the issue in 2021 and stepped up the effort when Biden issued an executive order requiring the Defense Department to facilitate voting among both military and nonmilitary Americans abroad.
The civilian makeup of overseas voters is a problem, Mitchell said, because she believes tax dollars are being used for "partisan" voter outreach. In addition, she said, many states don't follow their own laws regarding voter verification. Someone in the United States could easily request an overseas ballot in these "very insecure" systems, she said.
Elon Musk has amplified claims on X, the social media platform he owns, about the security of overseas voting. Late last week, Musk shared a post about Democrats' "plan to steal elections using 'overseas' ballots," adding: "Is this for real?" Two days later, Trump shared Musk's post and wrote: "Lawyers at RNC -- STOP THIS FRAUD, NOW!!!"

From left, Tesla CEO Elon Musk, former president Donald Trump and Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) meet ahead of a campaign event at the Butler Farm Show in Pennsylvania on Saturday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The Republican National Committee filed a lawsuit in North Carolina last week challenging the eligibility of a small subset of overseas voters. On Tuesday, national Republicans filed a similar lawsuit in Michigan. The two are among a handful of states that allow people born overseas to parents who were previously legal residents to cast ballots, too.
Democrats think Republicans are now focused on overseas voting in part because the proliferation of remote workers abroad and the drawdowns of overseas military personnel may have made the makeup of the voting group more Democratic.
"Jan. 6 taught us that there is no low to how far people will go to try to overturn an election, and we're seeing that play out now," said Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson (D), referring to the violent attack on the U.S. Capitol in 2021 intended to thwart the final step of certifying Biden's victory. "These are duplicative lawsuits all designed to deplete voter confidence and set up a scenario where the will of the people can be disregarded."
Benson said the number of voters born overseas who have never lived stateside is probably tiny, but the office does not track the data. It would be impossible to segregate those ballots to discard them, she said.
There is little data showing how overseas residents tend to vote, but numerous election officials and activists said they believe the numbers skew Democratic.
Martha McDevitt-Pugh, chairwoman of Democrats Abroad and a resident of the Netherlands, said overseas voters cast 18,000 ballots in Georgia and roughly the same number in Arizona in the 2020 election -- far more than the overall margin of victory for Biden in both states. She said she suspects Republicans have studied those numbers and realized that overseas votes can make a difference.
"They're looking for a way to intimidate voters as well as find a way to challenge the election afterward," she said.
Voting-related litigation has ramped up this fall, with just weeks to go before the election. Kyle Miller, Pennsylvania policy strategist for Protect Democracy, said Republicans are filing "zombie lawsuits" that are unlikely to go anywhere, but act as placeholders for later litigation.
"So the concern here is not necessarily that they're going to win on their merits prior to the election, but then they are going to be used to provoke elective diversion efforts on the back end," Miller said.

Rep. Scott Perry (R-Pa.), flanked by other House Freedom Caucus members, speaks during a news conference in February. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


The six congressmen who brought the Pennsylvania case are: Guy Reschenthaler, Dan Meuser, Glenn Thompson, Lloyd Smucker, Mike Kelly and Scott Perry. All voted not to accept Pennsylvania's electoral votes on Jan. 6, 2021, despite the lack of evidence of widespread fraud. Perry's phone was seized by the FBI during the Justice Department's investigation into the attempt to activate Trump's presidential electors in states that Biden won to overturn the 2020 presidential election.
All are seeking reelection this year.
Pennsylvania Fair Elections is also a plaintiff in the case.
In a statement, Meuser said: "We must ensure that the votes of our brave service members and overseas citizens are protected from dilution and manipulation. Every illegal vote cancels out the legal vote of an American citizen."
Federal law requires election officials to ensure that valid overseas ballots are "duly counted," requiring only that voters submit a postcard each federal election cycle attesting to their eligibility and including a signed oath with their ballot. Pennsylvania statutes say that "a qualified absentee elector shall not be required to provide proof of identification" for overseas ballots.
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Fact checking Harris's round of media appearances 
Harris misled on an immigration bill and success on curbing fentanyl.
By Glenn Kessler | 2024-10-09

Bill Whitaker interviews Vice President Kamala Harris on an episode of "60 Minutes" that aired Monday on CBS. (CBS News/60 Minutes)


After sticking mainly to set events and campaign rallies, Vice President Kamala Harris has been on an extensive media tour in recent days, from traditional shows such as CBS's "60 Minutes" to popular targeted programs such as the "Call Her Daddy" podcast and Howard Stern's radio show. Harris tends to hew to the facts -- and many of the same lines -- leaving little opportunity for fact-checking. Here's a roundup of claims that caught our attention from her appearances.
"The first bill we proposed to Congress was to fix our broken immigration system, knowing that if you want to actually fix it, we need Congress to act. It was not taken up."
-- Remarks on "60 Minutes," aired Oct. 7
This is misleading. Harris made this comment in response to a question about why the Biden-Harris administration did not institute a border crackdown earlier. Readers might get the impression from her comments that the legislation involved tougher border security.
But the bill Biden proposed was called the U.S. Citizenship Act and it mostly focused on creating a pathway to citizenship for undocumented immigrants and expanding legal immigration. Unlike a bipartisan Senate bill crafted earlier this year, it did not call for additional Border Patrol agents -- something that Harris now says is essential -- and it did not change the asylum process. Instead, it had modest provisions "to deploy technology to expedite screening and enhance the ability to identify narcotics and other contraband at every land, air, and sea port of entry."
"I have a Glock. And I have had it for quite some time."
-- Remarks on "60 Minutes"
This raises more questions. A Harris campaign aide declined to say when she acquired the firearm, pointing only to a 2019 news report that says she had acquired it "many years before." The article quoted her as saying: "I am a gun owner, and I own a gun for probably the reason a lot of people do -- for personal safety. I was a career prosecutor."
Her remarks in 2019 suggest that she acquired the gun when she was San Francisco district attorney from 2004 to 2011. That's also when she sought to restrict handgun ownership.
In 2005, she supported a ballot measure to prohibit San Francisco residents from possessing handguns within San Francisco, though it may not have applied to a prosecutor. "An exception would allow residents to possess handguns if it is required for specific professional purposes," Proposition H said. "For example, San Francisco residents who are security guards, peace officers or active members of the U.S. armed forces would be permitted to possess handguns."
The measure passed but later was thrown out by the courts.
Glock pistols have magazines with a minimum of 10 rounds -- and some are higher. Harris has proposed a ban on large-capacity magazines, generally defined as more than 10.
The Harris campaign aide would say only that the gun is in a secure location in her home in California.
"We have cut the flow of fentanyl by half."
-- Remarks on "60 Minutes"
"We've seen ... the intake of fentanyl reduced by half."
-- Remarks on "The View," Oct. 8
This is false. The Harris aide said she was speaking about the more than doubling of fentanyl seizures during the Biden-Harris administration, from 11,200 pounds in fiscal year 2021 to 27,000 pounds in fiscal year 2023, according to U.S. Customs and Border Protection data. In fiscal year 2024, with just one month of data left to count, seizures have dropped to 19,700 pounds.
We wouldn't call this merely misspeaking, since she made the same incorrect claim in different interviews conducted days apart.
Moreover, fentanyl seizures are an imperfect metric. It could mean that law enforcement is doing a better job. But more seizures also might indicate that the drug flow has increased, and that law enforcement is missing even more. Donald Trump, when he was president, also touted drug seizures as positive, but now he and his running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), cite the data to claim the amount of fentanyl coming into the United States is at an all-time high.
(About our rating scale)
Send us facts to check by filling out this form
Sign up for The Fact Checker weekly newsletter
The Fact Checker is a verified signatory to the International Fact-Checking Network code of principles
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How Trump warped and weaponized a small Pennsylvania town's immigration story
The Rust Belt borough of Charleroi shows Trump's message in action -- its distortions, its collateral damage and its political resonance in the region and far beyond. 
By Hannah Knowles, Josh Dawsey | 2024-10-09

Larry Celaschi, left, and Kristin Hopkins-Calcek argue on Oct. 2 during a council meeting for the borough of Charleroi, Pa. (Rebecca Kiger for The Washington Post)


CHARLEROI, Pa. -- Donald Trump was eager to tell a new horror story about this tiny Rust Belt borough where hundreds of Haitians arrived in recent years to fill factory jobs. "Have you heard of it?" he asked, introducing a place that would become part of his anti-immigrant closing argument.
"The town is virtually bankrupt," Trump continued at a recent rally. (It wasn't.) "This flood of illegal aliens is also bringing massive crime," he said. (They weren't, and they have at least temporary authorization to live in the United States, town and factory officials said.) "Char-le-roi, what a beautiful name. But it's not so beautiful now."
The Republican presidential nominee had sketched a misleading caricature. But he also tapped into real tensions and a powerful anger in Charleroi and far beyond -- stemming from a widespread conviction that America did too much for newcomers and not enough for citizens.
"I don't believe everything he says, but I don't think America has the resources to keep helping outside people," said Charleroi resident Leighanna Girvin, 33.
"That's why I'm going to vote for Trump," she added -- her first-ever vote for president.
Trump is concluding his third-straight White House run with a heavy focus on vilifying immigrants for many of the country's problems -- regardless of the facts. He has spread misinformation about Venezuelan gangs taking over residential buildings in Aurora, Colo., and racist, inaccurate tropes about Haitians eating cats and dogs in Springfield, Ohio. Charleroi is one of the most recent examples of Trump's anti-immigration message in action -- its distortions, its collateral damage and its political resonance.
Interviews with three dozen voters show his pitch is appealing to many in the town and surrounding Washington County, Pa. -- a red stronghold in a state that both parties view as a likely tipping point in the presidential race. It has also angered some residents and inflamed an ugly discourse scattered with baseless claims about illegal voting and a "great replacement" of native-born Americans.
"The use of our citizens and residents as political talking points is unacceptable," Charleroi Borough Council President Kristin Hopkins-Calcek said at a recent tense meeting where a shouting match erupted. Hopkins-Calcek has blamed Trump for "divisive rhetoric" about the town aimed at "political gain."
Immigration is Trump's major focus in the final weeks of the campaign, with polls showing Democratic nominee Kamala Harris narrowing Trump's longtime advantage on another top issue, the economy. Americans have grown more opposed to undocumented immigration in recent years and also more skeptical of diversity, data show. A CNN survey conducted last month found a majority of Republicans support the idea that growing racial and ethnic diversity in the United States is mostly threatening to American culture; a third of independents agreed.
"We brought life to the community. We don't do no harm to anyone," said Evency Dorzelma, 42, who worked as a police officer in Haiti before coming to Charleroi. "So, there is no reason to fear us. There is no reason for this fearmongering, this racism campaign."

A grocery mart in Charleroi sells products that cater to the borough's immigrants. (Rebecca Kiger for The Washington Post)


Trump is vowing to carry out the largest deportation of undocumented immigrants in U.S. history and stop what he calls an "invasion." He claims without evidence that foreign countries are freeing violent inmates to send them to the United States, and he attacks immigrants in dehumanizing terms, accusing them of "poisoning the blood" of the country.
Voters trust Republicans over Democrats when it comes to the border, polls show, and the Trump campaign is seeking to elevate the issue, including through ominous images of tattooed gang members on billboards at rallies, saying they will take over neighborhoods if Harris wins. Stephen Miller, Trump's immigration adviser, is playing a significant role in the final weeks of the campaign.
The Trump campaign saw some upside even to the widely criticized comment about cats and dogs, according to one adviser, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations. While some advisers grew concerned that the campaign could not find substantive proof for the allegations -- they hunted for several days after Trump made them -- Trump had opened the door to broader topics his team wants to raise. "Maybe the dogs and cats are stupid," this person said, "but the immigrants coming in and hurting your community, that's an issue for us."
Dave Barbe, whose company employs many of the immigrants in Charleroi, said many are authorized to live and work in the United States through U.S. programs meant to temporarily allow foreigners from certain troubled countries, including Haiti, on humanitarian grounds. The government has offered "temporary protected status" to certain immigrants already in the United States, regardless of how they entered -- and has also given many Haitians authorization to travel to the United States through something called "parole." Trump and his running mate, JD Vance, have criticized those programs: Trump promised in a recent interview to revoke temporary protected status.
Trump is headed to Aurora on Friday and wanted to visit Springfield, but a trip there has not yet happened.
Trump campaign spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt said in a statement that the former president will continue highlighting "the failed immigration system," and if returned to office will "secure our border, deport those who illegally entered our country, and put an end to the chaos that illegal immigration has brought to many communities across the country."
In Charleroi, about 30 miles south of Pittsburgh, some leaders blame Trump for increased discord in their community. But others welcome the attention. Council member Larry Celaschi said he contacted Trump's campaign weeks before Trump publicly mentioned the town with a simple message: "We are your narrative here in Charleroi, Pennsylvania."
Celaschi invited Trump to visit and re-upped the suggestion recently.

Authorities say about 2,000 immigrants, including 700 Haitians, live in Charleroi. (Rebecca Kiger for The Washington Post)


On Sept. 11 -- the day after Trump told a prime-time debate audience that immigrants in Springfield were "eating the cats" and "eating the dogs" -- Charleroi Borough Manager Joe Manning wrote an email to the Springfield city manager.
Manning said he could empathize.
Charleroi -- population 4,234 in the 2020 census -- is a small-scale version of Springfield: About 2,000 immigrants, including 700 Haitians, live in the area, authorities say. Many of them arrived in the past couple of years, recruited by a local food production company that needed to fill jobs in a region drained by decades of economic decline. A once-booming shopping district has given way to faded low-traffic storefronts, and just last month the operator of a major glass plant announced plans to close.
Even people critical of the immigration influx have nice things to say about the newcomers. "The truth is these people are not bad people," said Sean Logue, chair of the Washington County Republican Party. "They're not committing crimes. They're not eating cats and dogs. They are hardworking. They go to church."
But the rapid visible change has still drawn backlash. In interviews, some residents said they try not to go downtown now -- worried about crime even though city officials say the newcomers have not caused any spike. Traffic accidents involving immigrants have amped up tensions, and public schools have had to accommodate a sudden jump in the number of students learning English as a second language.
Ed Zelich, superintendent of the Charleroi Area School District, noted funding has increased along with the student population and said he's proud of how staff have worked to meet new needs. But some longtime residents worry the learning environment for their own children has suffered.
A council meeting last week began with a complaint about the immigrants. The first woman to take the lectern never said exactly who she was talking about, but it was clear what she meant.
"They think they're better than us, and they're not," she told roughly 40 people who showed up to watch, assembled in a small room downtown just a short walk from immigrant-owned storefronts.
A man got up to ask that Charleroi compile a central hub of information on the immigrants -- a place for citizens to get the facts "instead of all the rumors and innuendo."
"That, I think, will go a long way with helping the citizens calm down," the man said. "Because right now we're at a fever pitch."

Residents attend the Oct. 2 meeting of the Charleroi Borough Council. (Rebecca Kiger for The Washington Post)


A block away, at Queen's Market, Luciano Janvier was thinking about writing an essay to explain to people: "We are all immigrants." He left Haiti shortly after the assassination of the country's president in 2021 and said of Trump's comments about eating pets: "It's a kind of stigmatization."
Queen's Market is owned by Augusta Goll, who is originally from Liberia and said Charleroi was "a ghost town" when she moved there in 2019 from Arizona.
"We open businesses; we pay taxes; we're contributing to the good for the city," she said.
Goll is a U.S. citizen who voted for Trump in 2016, she said, because she is a Republican. But his rhetoric on immigrants has repelled her. She declined to say how she will vote this fall.
Her message to Trump: "You have an immigrant wife!"

Evency Dorzelma, a Haitian immigrant, attends the Oct. 2 council meeting. "There is no reason to fear us," he said. (Rebecca Kiger for The Washington Post)


In interviews, some Washington County voters struggled to explain why seeing immigrants around unsettled them. They just knew it gave them pause.
"I have nothing against them," said Bill Welch, who is in his 50s. "It's just --"
He stopped.
"They're just -- "
Another long pause.
"I don't know," he said. "It's hard to explain. I'm old school."
Trump signs dot the front yards in Charleroi, outnumbering the occasional nod to "Harris-Walz." Factory workers raised as Democrats have drifted away and rallied around Trump.
Valerie Urwin, 57, who lives just down the road in Speers, said she switched from Democrat to Republican just a year and a half ago but has been voting for GOP candidates for much longer.
"Our country has to come first," she said. "You can't, like, spread the wealth to other countries when you're putting us in the hole." She kept bringing up her daughter: "A single mom working her butt off" and making "maybe $19,000 a year" at Taco Bell.
Conservative media and influencers have zeroed in on Charleroi since Trump mentioned it, often fanning unfounded claims. A YouTuber with a million subscribers filmed Logue, the Republican Party chair, baselessly speculating that "Obama phones" direct immigrants to swing states where they can help Democrats win elections.
The popular account Libs of TikTok recently shared a YouTube video about Charleroi with the caption "Great job Replacement is playing out in a small PA town as migrants take native jobs at food plants" -- an allusion to "great replacement theory," the baseless conspiracy theory that elites -- sometimes Jews, minorities and immigrants -- are attempting to replace White, native-born Americans through immigration and higher fertility rates.
The conspiratorial claim has a long history of inspiring racist attacks. But a large share of voters -- nearly half of Republicans, by some counts -- say they are concerned there is a deliberate effort to replace Americans, and Washington County is no exception.
"It is not a crazy idea," Logue said of a "great replacement," which he described as an intentional effort to bring in "the young population from the Third World." In Charleroi, he said, "instead of having a neighbor as family you've known for decades, you're getting a rental property filled with Haitians who speak a different language and have an absolutely different culture. And so, it's causing issues."
Others residents are eager to send a different message. Trump's comments on Charleroi prompted Sarah Slates, 38, and her partner to put up a small lawn sign. "Hate Has No Home Here," it says below a picture of an American flag, on a block of houses scattered with tributes to the Republican nominee.
"Any time there's change in a community, there's going to be tension," Slates said. "The community changes, but that's not a bad thing."
"Charleroi," she said, "is still a beautiful place."

Former president Donald Trump's comments on Charleroi prompted Sarah Slates and her partner to put up this sign. (Rebecca Kiger for The Washington Post)


Dawsey reported from Washington. Meryl Kornfield and Rebecca Kiger contributed to this report.
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Vance calls $500 million federal grant for Michigan electric vehicle plant 'table scraps'
The Harris campaign said Vance's comments Tuesday about a project that would save 650 jobs and create another 50 shows the Republican ticket is "out of touch with Michigan."
By Meryl Kornfield, Maegan Vazquez | 2024-10-09

Republican vice-presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance (Ohio) campaigns in Detroit on Tuesday. (Rebecca Cook/Reuters)


Republican vice-presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance (Ohio) on Tuesday called $500 million the Biden administration provided as a grant to convert a Michigan plant to one that produces electric vehicles "table scraps." Vance went on to suggest that the half-billion in funding pales in comparison to job losses the auto industry would suffer if Vice President Kamala Harris is elected in November.
After giving noncommittal answers to questions last week in the battleground state over the money allocated to General Motors to convert a Cadillac plant into an electric vehicle plant, Vance was asked again at his campaign event Tuesday in Detroit if a Trump-Vance administration would rescind those funds, a notion Vance rejected. He instead characterized the Biden administration grant as meager and told supporters more investment was needed -- though he did not say what investments his administration would support.
"Neither me nor President Trump has ever said that we want to take any money that's going to Michigan autoworkers out of the state of Michigan," Vance said. "We certainly want to invest in Michigan autoworkers as much as possible. What we've said is that Kamala Harris is offering table scraps. Five-hundred million dollars when you have an EV mandate that's going to cost 117,000 autoworker jobs, I think that Michigan autoworkers deserve more than the table scraps of Kamala Harris's Green New Deal."
The grant is part of a $1.7 billion plan that President Joe Biden unveiled in July to retool 11 auto factories to make electric vehicles and their components, with the largest chunk of funding -- $500 million -- going to help General Motors convert its plant in Lansing, Mich., from producing internal combustion engine vehicles to electric vehicles. The investment is expected to allow the plant to retain more than 650 jobs and create 50 jobs. Trump and Vance have promised to try to claw back the funds the Biden administration has not yet spent as part of the Inflation Reduction Act.
Vance's comments Tuesday come as Trump has painted the future of the auto industry under Democrats' watch in stark terms, referring to the possibility of a "bloodbath" if he's not elected in November and doubling down on opposing electric cars, which has emerged as a flash point in several key down-ballot races.
Harris, the Democratic nominee, went after Vance's earlier statements about the plant last week, saying at a Friday rally in Flint, Mich., that the Republican vice-presidential nominee had "suggested that if Trump wins, he might let the Grand River Assembly in Lansing close down -- the same plant our administration helped save earlier this year, along with 650 union jobs."
After Vance's comments on Tuesday, Harris campaign spokesman Joseph Costello called Vance and Trump "out of touch with Michigan."
"Major investments in Michigan auto jobs made possible by Vice President Harris aren't 'table scraps,' they're a lifeline that is building the future of American manufacturing," Costello said.
William Martin, Vance's campaign spokesman, said in a statement Tuesday evening that Vance believed the current administration's investments in clean energy and electric vehicles "is leaving Michigan autoworkers with table scraps" and that Trump and his running mate "believe our autoworkers deserve far more than what Kamala Harris has to offer."
Meanwhile, the United Auto Workers, which endorsed Harris, said Trump's economic plan would lead to job losses among autoworkers.
"The bottom line is that Donald Trump and JD Vance are a menace to the working class and are openly threatening to double down on Trump's legacy of job destruction," the union said in a statement.
Auto Workers for Trump founder Brian Pannebecker called the grant "stupid," echoing Vance's argument that investments in electric vehicles would lead to further autoworker job losses. Pannebecker, a retired Ford employee, has led Republican efforts to appeal to autoworkers in Michigan, visiting car plants and arguing to workers that Trump has their interests in mind.
Vance's assertion that the Democratic ticket supports an "EV mandate" is part of a broader attack Republicans have leveled against Harris and Biden for some time.
The Biden administration has pursued stricter pollution standards for new cars and Harris as a senator in 2019 co-sponsored legislation that would have fully transitioned the United States to zero-emission vehicles. But Harris's campaign has repeatedly said the vice president does not support an EV mandate. And in Flint, she told rallygoers, "Contrary to what my opponent is suggesting, I will never tell you what kind of car you have to drive."
Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D) posted on X that she was "not surprised" by Vance's comments on Tuesday, citing the manufacturing job losses in the state during the Trump administration and corporate tax cuts.
"With Vice President Harris's help, we're building back, bringing jobs to Michigan, and growing our economy," wrote Whitmer, a co-chair of Harris's presidential campaign. "While Michigan workers are relying on us to protect and keep creating more good-paying jobs, Donald Trump and JD Vance are making it absolutely clear they couldn't care less about Michigan."
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Vance's 'diplomacy' quote points to problem with any Trump-Putin calls
Trump himself has long criticized shadow diplomacy with hostile foreign countries as wrong and even illegal.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-10-09

Then-President Donald Trump meets with Russian President Vladimir Putin at the Group of 20 summit in Hamburg in July 2017. (Evan Vucci/AP)


Bob Woodward's new reporting that former president Donald Trump has spoken to Russian President Vladimir Putin as many as seven times since leaving office raises all kinds of questions. Among them: What might they have talked about? Why the continued cloak-and-dagger on Trump's talks with Putin? Did any such conversations continue after Russia invaded a U.S. ally, Ukraine, in February 2022, and pertain to that?
All are valid questions, given Trump's provocative and often-cozy relationship with Putin.
And the significance of nearly all of those questions was quickly made clear, however unintentionally, by Trump running mate JD Vance.
"Even if it's true, is there something wrong with speaking to world leaders? No," Vance said Tuesday. "Is there anything wrong with engaging in diplomacy?"
There is, in fact, something potentially wrong -- and potentially, technically, illegal -- with a former official like Trump engaging in shadow diplomacy with Putin.
And none other than Trump himself has said as much, at least when it involved a Democrat. Trump not only pushed for but also apparently succeeded in getting a political opponent, former secretary of state John Kerry, investigated for alleged "shadow diplomacy."
Given that, it would seem much more difficult for the Trump campaign to wave this off as a non-story.
Trump's campaign on Tuesday broadly dismissed Woodward's book as "made-up stories," though Trump often falsely denies things that later prove to be true.
It's one thing for Trump to have talked to Putin and another for this to have involved the word Vance invoked: "diplomacy."
That could be illegal, under the letter of the law. The Logan Act bars unauthorized private citizens from engaging foreign governments with the "intent to influence the measures or conduct of" those countries, "in relation to any disputes or controversies with the United States or to defeat the measures of the United States." Basically, you can't seek to undermine the official foreign policy of this country by conducting your own diplomacy. If Trump offered guidance to Putin on his conduct in the war in Ukraine, that would be problematic.
But the Logan Act has never been successfully prosecuted, which was noted when it cropped up multiple times during Trump's presidency. So it's not as if Trump's breaking the law is a particularly live issue.
What is a live issue, though, is the propriety of it. And Trump has made clear that he is against former officials speaking to adversarial foreign governments and undercutting American foreign policy.
Trump not only repeatedly accused Kerry of breaking the law by speaking to Iran during Trump's presidency, he even pushed for Kerry's prosecution. And a clear timeline of events suggests this had a real impact, resulting in Kerry's being investigated by the Justice Department.
The Kerry matter was one of the most significant examples of Trump's apparently weaponizing the government against his foes -- something he has suggested he would do even more if he's elected to a second term.
Trump's criticisms of Kerry were spread out, but he (and some others in his administration) repeatedly cited the idea that a former official engaging a hostile foreign country was wrong and even illegal:
Trump's comments generally focused on the idea that Kerry had strategized with Iran about how to navigate Trump's withdrawal from the Obama administration's Iran nuclear deal or urged it to wait to renegotiate with a Democratic administration. There's no evidence Kerry actually did that, though, and Kerry denied coaching Iran on the subject. Kerry maintained that there was "nothing unusual ... about former diplomats meeting with foreign counterparts."
But Trump did apparently succeed in getting Kerry investigated.
Former U.S. attorney Geoffrey Berman wrote in his 2022 book that Trump's Justice Department referred the case to his Southern District of New York in May 2018 after a pair of Trump tweets in the two days prior. The Justice Department checked in again right after an April 2019 Trump tweet, and then again the following day.
Berman called the pattern "clear -- and outrageous."
Much more is apparently known today about Kerry's conversations with the Iranians than Trump's reported conversations with Putin, given that investigation and the fact that Kerry talked at some length about what was discussed. Berman has called Kerry "innocent" and said two districts declined to prosecute Kerry.
Trump's talks with Putin, meanwhile, have long been a black box.
That perhaps made some sense when Trump was president; official diplomacy often requires secrecy to work. But that doesn't apply when you're not actually supposed to be conducting diplomacy. And to the extent Trump might have been doing that with Putin, his own commentary on the subject would sure suggest we need to know more about it.
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Supreme Court closely divided on new trial for Oklahoma death row inmate
Oklahoma's top law enforcement enforcement official agrees with Richard Glossip's defense attorneys that he did not receive a fair trial for a 1997 killing. 
By Ann Marimow | 2024-10-09

Oklahoma death row inmate Richard Glossip in 2016. He's asking the Supreme Court to reverse his conviction in a 1997 murder-for-hire plot. (Don Knight/Reuters)


The Supreme Court appeared closely divided Wednesday over whether to order a new trial for Oklahoma death-row inmate Richard Glossip, whose case attracted support from across the political spectrum after independent investigations revealed prosecutorial misconduct.
Glossip's long-running appeal is highly unusual, in that Oklahoma's top law enforcement official agrees with his defense attorneys that he did not receive a fair trial for a 1997 killing. Both sides say prosecutors suppressed evidence and elicited false testimony from a key witness also implicated in the murder.
Oklahoma's top criminal court nevertheless upheld the death sentence for Glossip, 61, leading to the Supreme Court case known as Glossip v. Oklahoma.
At oral argument Wednesday, a majority of justices -- conservatives as well as liberals -- expressed concerns about the state court ruling and about whether Glossip received a fair trial. But it was unclear after nearly two hours of discussion whether at least five justices were open to giving him another do-over. Some floated the possibility of ordering a hearing to resolve factual disputes such as the meaning of a prosecutor's cryptic notes and what was known about the key witness's mental health.
In one of the more animated moments, Justice Elena Kagan told the lawyer arguing to uphold Glossip's conviction that the jury would probably have reached a different outcome had the prosecutor called out the star witness for lying on the stand.
"False is false," Kagan said, adding that "the critical question that a jury is asking is, do I believe this guy and everything he says and particularly, do I believe him when he points the finger at the accused?"
Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh said he too was troubled by the possibility that the witness's false testimony could have changed the verdict because "the whole case depended on his credibility."
Throughout the morning, Justices Clarence Thomas and Samuel A. Alito Jr. appeared unreceptive to arguments that Glossip, a former motel manager, is entitled to a new trial. Thomas repeatedly asked the lawyers about the potential for harm to the reputation of the prosecutors accused of misconduct, suggesting that they had not been given a full opportunity to explain their actions.
Glossip did not swing the bat that bludgeoned Barry Van Treese to death at the Best Budget Inn in Oklahoma City, which Van Treese owned and where Glossip worked. Those blows came from Justin Sneed, a drug-addled handyman whose testimony against Glossip was the only direct evidence connecting him to the killing.
Glossip was found guilty of murder for commissioning Sneed to kill Van Treese and was first sentenced to death in 1998. That sentence was overturned due to what a state court deemed ineffective legal counsel. He was again sentenced to die in 2004.
Nearly 20 years later, independent investigations commissioned by Oklahoma lawmakers and the state's attorney general reached the same conclusion -- that Glossip's prosecution was riddled with misconduct, errors and omissions, including a deficient police investigation, the destruction of critical physical evidence and the suppression of other evidence.
Prosecutors did not disclose, according to the parties, that Sneed -- a methamphetamine addict who testified in exchange for a sentence of life in prison -- also suffered from a serious psychiatric disorder and was prescribed lithium. The investigations found prosecutors allowed Sneed to falsely testify that he had never seen a psychiatrist, concealing information that could have cast doubt on his credibility.
The case quickly became a focal point in the national debate over the death penalty, which critics say is unjust or unfairly applied.
Last year, however, the Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals unanimously refused to accept the "confession of error" by newly elected Attorney General Gentner F. Drummond (R) and order a new trial. The court said that the prosecutorial misconduct did not rise to the level of a constitutional violation of Glossip's rights and that Glossip had not shown that a jury would have reached a different conclusion had prosecutors disclosed the evidence in advance of his trial.
Glossip has been scheduled for execution nine times. He was hours from being executed in 2015 when prison officials discovered they had received the wrong lethal drug, a mistake that led in part to a six-year moratorium on executions in the state.
The case before the Supreme Court was argued Wednesday by experienced lawyers well-known to the justices. Glossip's lawyer is Seth Waxman, who served as solicitor general during Bill Clinton's administration. Paul Clement, the former solicitor general appointed by George W. Bush, represented Drummond, who sat next to him at the front of the ornate courtroom.
Because Drummond disagrees with the Oklahoma state court ruling, the Supreme Court appointed attorney Christopher Michel, a former law clerk to Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr., to argue in support of that decision allowing the execution to proceed.
Clement acknowledged his unusual position at the outset: "General Drummond has not only confessed error, but he's made it clear that he's not going to drop this prosecution or doesn't accept that this is, you know, the poster child for an actual innocence case and he intends to reinitiate criminal process," he told the justices.
But, he added, "given the centrality of Sneed's testimony in this perjury, this is not a conviction that can stand."
Michel said the Supreme Court does not have jurisdiction to decide the state matter, noting that the governor has the power to grant clemency. He and a lawyer for the victim's family -- retired federal judge Paul Cassell -- disagreed with the attorney general's interpretation of the recently disclosed prosecutors' notes about Sneed, the key witness, that referred to lithium and a doctor.
Michel said Glossip has known since 1997 that Sneed took lithium and had a mental illness, but his lawyers chose not to question Sneed about it at trial because it could have bolstered the prosecution's theory that Sneed was vulnerable to Glossip's manipulation.
"Nothing in the note would have changed that decision or the jury's," Michel said.
Those arguments seemed convincing to Alito and to Thomas as they expressed concern about the trial prosecutors.
"What are we to do with the point that they make that they were frozen out of the process?" Thomas asked.
In response, Clement said the prosecutors had been interviewed and in one instance gave shifting responses to questions about the notes at issue.
"The ultimate process that I think matters here is the process in Glossip's trial, and that was fundamentally distorted," he said, noting that Sneed was not corrected by the prosecutor, for instance, when he said he was taking lithium for a common cold and not to treat bipolar disorder.
Alito suggested Glossip and the attorney general were relying too heavily on their own interpretation of the prosecutors' scribbled notes captured in photos in court filings. He pointed out that the victim's family had filed a brief detailing a different explanation.
"You want to say, well, just pretend it doesn't exist and read those notes the way we think they should be read," Alito said, asking whether the court should just send the disputed issues back to a lower court to resolve.
Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson also raised the possibility of an evidentiary hearing as a next step.
"I don't understand why we wouldn't, at the minimum, have some sort of requirement that a court make a finding about these things," she said.
All of three of the lawyers arguing before the justices appeared to agree, however, that such a hearing is not necessary.
Oklahoma's pardon and parole board initially split 2-2 on Drummond's request for intervention; a vote in Glossip's favor would have been necessary to recommend that Gov. Kevin Stitt (R) commute his sentence to life without parole. One member of the board recused himself because his wife prosecuted the case.
Michel told the justices Wednesday that the composition of the board has since changed and that a new clemency hearing could be held for Glossip.
The high court's conservative majority has generally been skeptical of pleas for intervention from death row inmates and reluctant to review state court decisions -- although the three liberal justices, joined by Roberts and Kavanaugh, last year reversed an Arizona state court to grant a death row inmate a new sentencing hearing.
The Supreme Court has said it will not undo lower-court rulings that are based on "adequate and independent state grounds," and specifically asked the lawyers in Glossip's case to address whether the justices can review the Oklahoma court's ruling.
On Wednesday, the justices expressed differing views of that ruling, with Alito suggesting there was nothing ambiguous about its explanation for affirming Glossip's conviction. In contrast, Kagan and Justice Sonia Sotomayor, both liberals, were sharply critical of the substance and structure of the opinion.
Michel conceded that the opinion could have been written more clearly and joked with Kagan that she had made a strong legal writing critique, but emphasized that the question for the court is "not how well written the opinion is."
"Totally right, it's not how well written it is," Kagan responded, "But it's a high bar to say that something is independent, you know, if there's ambiguity, if there's uncertainty."
Glossip's appeal is being reviewed at a time when the number of executions and death sentences in the United States has significantly declined compared with the late 1990s. But while some states have paused executions or abandoned capital punishment outright, it is still consistently used in other places -- including Texas and Oklahoma, the two states that have carried out the most executions since 1976, according to the Death Penalty Information Center, a Washington-based group.
Justice Neil M. Gorsuch did not participate Wednesday, most likely because he dealt with the case as a lower-court judge.
Mark Berman contributed to this report.
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Harris campaign concerned about money after raising $1 billion
The massive spending advantages for Democrats have not yet translated into any clear advantages in public swing state polling. 
By Michael Scherer | 2024-10-09

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks to Wisconsin voters during a rally at the Veterans Memorial Coliseum at Alliant Energy Center in Madison, Wis., on Sept. 20. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


The coordinated campaign of Vice President Kamala Harris made history this week when it became the first to raise $1 billion in less than 80 days since she entered the race, according to multiple people familiar with the haul.
But her campaign leadership is worried that they still might not have enough to win -- and that news of the windfall could hurt the campaign by dampening fundraising in the final weeks.
People familiar with the campaign strategy, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss plans, said Wednesday that the campaign continues to face significant headwinds that will require more money over the coming weeks. They said each of the seven targeted swing states remains within the margin of error, requiring costly spending plans.
"Talking about this type of big money doesn't convey the sense of urgency to do every single thing in all of the big and small ways," one person involved said in a text message Wednesday. "We are in the margin of error. This will come down to grinding it out."
The truncated timeline of the Harris campaign has required enormous efforts to introduce her to voters in a short window, her advisers say. And the undecided voters that Harris is trying to reach continue to resist commitment, requiring additional advertising and field efforts to contact them. Pennsylvania alone, a state with about 7 million presidential voters in 2020, has required the campaign to launch multiple targeted efforts to lift turnout and margins, particularly among older voters who don't feel they know her, and among younger Black voters.
"There have never been so many electoral college votes in play so late in the cycle, which means that our strong fundraising and volunteer enthusiasm are not guaranteed to be enough to fully reach voters everywhere they are," another person said in an email.
A Washington Post average of high-quality, public polls shows every swing state is within a normal-size polling error of 3.5 points and could go either way. Gallup recently found that most major indicators point to significant Republican advantages this election cycle, including recent increases for Republicans in party identification and the overall mood of the country. Americans have low confidence in the economy, the president's approval is near historic lows, and there is little satisfaction with the way things are going in the country -- all indicators that tend to work against the incumbent party.
The Harris campaign continues to dominate former president Donald Trump in overall spending, expensing about three times as much as the Republican nominee in August, according to the most recent month reported to the Federal Election Commission. With supportive outside groups, the campaign spent about 21/2 times as much as Trump and his allies in reported advertising between the end of the Democratic convention and Oct. 4, according to AdImpact.
But the Harris campaign has calculated that this advantage is a necessity for victory, not a luxury, given Trump's other advantages in the race. From the start of the cycle, Democrats have calculated that the only path to victory is by narrow margins in the contested states. As of now, the Harris campaign is not comfortable with its position among targeted swing voters and those the campaign calls "persuade to participate" because they are uncertain to vote.
Harris entered the race with an enormous windfall of donations, raising $126 million from 1.4 million donors in less than three days after President Joe Biden abandoned his bid. Her coordinated campaign, which includes funds raised for allied Democratic Party committees, raised $361 million during August, her campaign announced. NBC News was the first to report her $1 billion haul Wednesday.
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Two ways in which the 2024 election has turned politicking upside down
Can the incumbent party's candidate be the one advocating change? Can a candidate energize his base by predicting victory?
By Philip Bump | 2024-10-09

A Trump-Vance supporter holds up a campaign sign as a Harris-Walz bus drives past CBS Studios in New York on Oct. 1. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


The White House has been controlled by a Republican for only four of the past 15 years. The current Democratic president has been part of the executive branch for the entire rest of the time, having served eight years as the vice president of the prior Democratic president. In each election over the period, including the one that brought the prior Democratic president into office, the Democratic candidates have received more votes for president than have the Republican candidates.
Yet, in polling published this week by the New York Times, the Republican candidate for president is not viewed by voters as the candidate of change. Instead, a plurality of likely voters say that the Democrat -- the vice president to the president who was vice president -- better represents change than her opponent.
The reason is fairly obvious, as we'll explore in a moment. We should contextualize this unusual dynamic more broadly, though, by noting that, for all of the ways in which this election looks like those that preceded it, it is unique in striking and perhaps determinative ways.
So why is Vice President Kamala Harris (slightly) more likely to be seen as the candidate of change? In part it's because she is not President Joe Biden. When Biden was on a glide path to his party's nomination earlier this year, he was underperforming his position in the polls relative to 2020 specifically because he was Joe Biden, unpopular incumbent.
While Harris is obviously tied to Biden in the way that Biden was tied to the president under whom he served, Barack Obama, Harris represents a literal change for the party. She also represents a figurative change: younger (especially in the context of national politics), a woman, a person of color.
More importantly, though, she's running against Donald Trump. Just as Biden did four years ago. And just as the Democrat endorsed by Obama did four years before that. It is hard to be the figurative candidate of change when you are literally the same candidate who's been on the ballot twice previously. It's particularly hard to do so when you've actually been the president!
We're used to presidential contests being a battle between change and the status quo. Generally, the former term is adopted by the party out of power. But Trump has never been a candidate of change, not really. He has, instead, been the candidate of a different status quo, one that predates particular manifestations of change. "Make America great again" is ostensibly about change but really about reversion.
So, despite his being out of power, it's easy to view him as the candidate of the same-old, same-old. And Harris, despite being in power, can relatively easily present herself as different, different from Trump and even different from her boss.
There's another weird dynamic at play in the presidential race. To highlight it, though, consider a social media post from Democrat Angela Alsobrooks, who's running for Maryland's open Senate seat.
The race is tied, the post suggests. Alsobrooks has the support of 46 percent of voters, as does her Republican opponent, former Maryland governor Larry Hogan. It's a moment, therefore, in which donations are more urgently needed than ever.
There was a poll that showed the margin indicated in the post above, displayed to users as an ad this week. That poll was conducted in mid-August, by a pollster who also does polls for Trump. In every other poll since (and many prior), Alsobrooks has a comfortable lead, as one might expect for a Democratic candidate in a deep-blue state.
But people don't give money to candidates who are likely to win. They give money to candidates who are in close races (or, to the chagrin of party committees, to doomed candidates running against polarizing opponents). So Alsobrooks uses this one close poll to generate the sense that her election is anything but inevitable.
This is how things usually work. It is not how things work for Donald Trump.
Trump insists -- regularly and fervently -- that he's got this campaign in the bag. He insists that he already has the votes he needs. His campaign has outsourced most of its voter turnout efforts, a sign that this is not the valuable core element of his effort that most campaigns would consider it to be.
Why? Because he generates urgency in a different way. His campaign (and the Republican Party that's led in part by his daughter-in-law) is focused on amplifying the idea that resources are better deployed in trying to uproot and prevent illegal voting. That there is no significant (much less rampant) illegal voting in American elections does not dissuade Trump's approach any more than it did in December 2020. He doesn't insist that the election is close, because that implies that he's not enormously popular. Instead, he insists that the election is at risk from Democrats attempting to steal it. That's what he wants his supporters to be motivated by.
Trump introduced a new slogan for this election cycle: "Too big to rig." This is rooted in a bizarre idea that emerged after his 2020 loss, that Democrats were unable to steal the election in certain states because so many votes had been cast for Trump. So what Trump demands from his supporters is that they turn out so heavily that it's impossible once again for Democrats to subvert that enthusiasm. He's having his cake and eating it, too: Insisting on his own popularity even as he suggests that he isn't popular enough to become president.
There's not much use by now in noting that Trump is an unusual candidate who approaches things in an unusual way. But even nine years after he first became a national candidate, he still manages to upend expectations and traditional patterns of politicking.
With the end result of getting fewer votes than Hillary Clinton, fewer votes than Joe Biden and, at this point, less support than Kamala Harris.
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Hungary's Viktor Orban relishes his role as Trump's favorite European ally
The Hungarian leader said this week he would celebrate a Trump election victory with "bottles of champagne" and called E.U. policy on Ukraine "stupid."
By Ellen Francis | 2024-10-09

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban gives a speech at the European Parliament in Strasbourg, France, on Oct. 9. (Yves Herman/Reuters)


BRUSSELS -- Some European leaders might be quietly dreading a possible Donald Trump comeback, but Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban can't wait.
"We will open several bottles of champagne if Trump is back," Orban declared to reporters this week during a visit to the European Parliament in Strasbourg, France.
Since Hungary took up the rotating presidency of the European Council in July -- with the slogan "Make Europe Great Again" -- Orban has tried to make the most of that elevated platform. He has asserted himself as the standard-bearer of a resurgent right wing across the continent. And, eschewing standard diplomatic protocol, he has unabashedly championed Trump's reelection campaign.
In Strasbourg this week, Orban told reporters that Trump would immediately act "to manage a peace" between Ukraine and Russia if he is elected president, "so we don't have as European leaders any time to waste."
The Hungarian prime minister is trying "to sell himself as an important Trump whisperer, as a crucial interlocutor or liaison for the next U.S. president," said Daniel Hegedus, a regional director at the German Marshall Fund think tank.
"He is trying to still increase his influence or just his visibility in the last moments [before the election], because he knows very well that the result in November is also in some respect a make-or-break moment for him," Hegedus said. "He bet everything on Trump."

President Donald Trump welcomes Orban to the White House in May 2019. (Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP)


The former U.S. president, who has often embraced strongman leaders, has praised Orban on the campaign trail. During last month's presidential debate with the Democratic nominee, Vice President Kamala Harris, Trump cited support from Orban as the prime example of how much he is respected by world leaders.
"Viktor Orban said ... 'The most respected, most feared person is Donald Trump. We had no problems when Trump was president,'" Trump said.
U.S. Ambassador to Hungary David Pressman, who has been critical of the Hungarian government for its muzzling of independent media and civil society voices, expressed concerns about such personalized overtures.
The United States has "alliances with countries, not personalities within them," Pressman said. "We should be wary of foreign leaders who seek to convert their alliance with the United States into something between big personalities instead."
For Washington, Orban's latest declarations and his deepening relationship with Russian President Vladimir Putin were "reflective of a country that has chosen a path of isolation from its allies and its partners in Europe, and for no good reason," Pressman added.
"I would say that Hungary has never been more isolated from its allies and partners, including the United States," he told The Washington Post.
If Hungary is playing an outsize role in Europe, it's largely because Orban has become the European Union's disrupter in chief. Assuming the customary honors of an address to the European Parliament on Wednesday, he said he had come to convince lawmakers that "the European Union needs to change."
But while Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni has been touted as an example of how a far-right leader can work from within the establishment, Orban's strategy has been to stand in the way.

Orban prepares to present the program for Hungary's six-month Council of the European Union presidency in Strasbourg on Oct. 9. (Frederick Florin/AFP/Getty Images)


Orban and the E.U. have been at odds for years, but his moves to hold up aid for Ukraine have become a recurring headache for Brussels.
It is largely because of Orban that the United States has expressed reservations about moving forward on a deal to provide loans to Ukraine using windfall profits on frozen Russian assets. Washington wants assurances that Moscow-friendly Hungary wouldn't soon be in a position to thwart E.U. sanctions and unfreeze those assets.
Orban has also clashed with E.U. leaders over refugee policies -- to the point of threatening to bus migrants to the E.U. headquarters in Brussels. He used his address Wednesday to press for stricter border controls on people coming into the 27-nation bloc. He called for "hot spots" outside the E.U. to process asylum claims, an idea of outsourcing that has drawn support in some countries but criticism from human rights groups.
In an unusually fiery rebuttal in the European Parliament on Wednesday, Ursula von der Leyen, the head of the E.U.'s executive branch, lambasted Orban over his close ties to Putin. She went through a tally of grievances with Budapest and called Hungary's move to ease visa rules for Russian nationals a "security risk" for all E.U. countries.
E.U. officials have tried to deny Orban a wider platform, refusing to go to Budapest for informal meetings as would be customary after Hungary assumed the council presidency.
The six-month rotating presidency typically involves shaping the bloc's agenda and convening meetings. E.U. observers have said the nature of the job limits what Hungary can do. But for some European leaders, the optics were even worse than they had expected -- right off the bat.
Orban immediately undertook a self-appointed peace mission, presenting a cease-fire proposal in Kyiv before continuing on to Moscow, Beijing and, finally, Trump's Mar-a-Lago residence in Palm Beach, Fla.
In Strasbourg this week, Orban called the E.U. approach to the war in Ukraine "stupid," because "you cannot win on the battlefield," adding that discussions with Russia over a cease-fire would be in Europe's interests.
Orban has broken with other E.U. and NATO leaders by calling on Ukraine to consider making concessions to Russia.
The Washington Post previously reported that Trump has privately suggested he could end the war by pressuring Ukraine to give up some territory.
Orban also suggested that individual E.U. countries should decide whether to keep providing aid to Ukraine. "Those who think that what we are doing as the European Union is good and strategically right, let's support the Ukrainians. Those who disagree with that, like Hungary, we don't. That belongs to the national governments," he told reporters.
In addition to aligning with Trump, Orban may be trying to score political points at home, Hegedus said. "It very rarely happens that the Hungarian prime minister really has an influence on a global political stage," he said, "and he tries to sell his message to a domestic audience, that Hungary is really punching above its own weight with Orban."
Beatriz Rios in Strasbourg and David L. Stern in Kyiv contributed to this report.
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How Kamala Harris's media blitz went
Harris had some stumbles, but she used large platforms that could appeal to lots of persuadable voters and focused on a message of strength.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-10-09

Bill Whitaker interviews Vice President Kamala Harris for a "60 Minutes" episode that aired Monday. (CBS News/60 Minutes)


Welcome to The Campaign Moment, your guide to the biggest moments in the 2024 election -- now with more Baba Booey.
(Did a friend forward this to you? If so, sign up here. And make sure you're subscribing to the Campaign Moment podcast on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or wherever else.)
After much hand-wringing about Vice President Kamala Harris's lack of unscripted interviews since joining the 2024 race at the top of the ticket, Harris has in recent days undertaken a veritable media blitz. She's gone on CBS's "60 Minutes," on the "Call Her Daddy" podcast and on Howard Stern's show, on "The View" and on Stephen Colbert's late-night show.
A few reflections on the key moments, what she said, and what we learned.

Vice President Kamala Harris embarked on a media blitz this week, appearing on a variety of national TV, radio and podcast shows. Here are the key moments.


Harris's answer on Biden could be a problem
Even while talking to generally sympathetic hosts in most of these interviews, Harris reinforced the idea that she can create problems for herself in these unscripted settings. The primary example may be her answer about President Joe Biden.
Asked on "The View" what she might have done differently from Biden, Harris responded: "There is not a thing that comes to mind in terms of -- and I've been a part of most of the decisions that have had impact."
That's undoubtedly not how her campaign drew it up.
It's not an easy question, given that Harris is still serving with Biden. But it's also clear she needs to carve out some distance between herself and Biden, given how unpopular he is. And there's a way to massage it without giving Republicans such a potent video clip (a clip at least one House Republican is already using in an ad). For instance, at the debate last month, Harris said, "Clearly, I am not Joe Biden, and I am certainly not Donald Trump. And what I do offer is a new generation of leadership for our country."
Harris seemed to recognize that stumble Tuesday, emphasizing later in the show that unlike Biden she would appoint a Republican to her Cabinet.
Harris's "60 Minutes" interview also featured plenty of pressing from host Bill Whitaker. Harris resisted and talked around his questions, or offered some of those wordy, convoluted answers Republicans have attacked her for -- particularly on Israel.
Her big pitch: Strength
This was a theme running through her appearances, as Harris perhaps sought to overcome questions about whether the country is prepared to elect a woman as president:
Harris also made a direct play for the mantle of strength in the Stern interview.
"Ultimately, I do believe that this is an election that is about strength versus weakness, and weakness as projected by someone who puts himself in front of the American people and does not have the strength to stand in defense of their needs, their dreams, their desires ..." Harris said, while also pitching herself as stronger on national security and foreign policy.
Her campaign soon promoted that segment of the interview.
Her appearances reflected the changing media paradigm
Rarely have we seen a blitz that is so strategically and transparently geared toward specific constituencies and reaching large audiences, including by using nontraditional forums.
The "60 Minutes" and Colbert appearances are par-for-the-course for a presidential candidate, with the former being the long-running highest-ranked news show. But "Call Her Daddy" -- an often raunchy, sex-themed show -- is a massively popular and generally apolitical show with a huge audience among young women (it's Spotify's most popular podcast among women). "The View" was obviously about appealing to women, specifically. And the Stern show, like "Call Her Daddy," gave Harris an avenue to lots of less-engaged voters.
The potential downside of some of these shows is Harris associating herself with their often-vulgar content. But that ship probably sailed in our politics a long time ago; Trump was a regular guest on Stern's show for years.

Watch the funny moments from Vice President Kamala Harris and Governor Tim Walz's media appearances as they embarked on a media blitz this week.


This could put pressure on Trump to branch out
While there's been plenty of talk about Harris's not doing interviews, her recent foray might cause Republicans and the Trump campaign to rethink their own media strategy.
Harris has given few interviews, but she is now speaking to shows that could reach lots of casual and undecided voters. Trump ... is not really doing that right now. His media-interview diet is heavier, but it's focused on preaching to the choir, going on Fox News and Newsmax and the like. (He did go on young-male influencers Theo Von's and Adin Ross's popular shows in August.) Trump also turned down the forum "60 Minutes" offered because he didn't want to be fact-checked.
That decision broke a tradition for major-party presidential candidates dating back to 1968.
It's clear Trump is much more comfortable at rallies and with friendly interviewers; he makes so many false claims that branching out and actually being pressed is not a recipe for success. But there would seem to be a premium on speaking to the broader electorate with undecided voters looming so large late in the campaign.
And Harris basically challenged him to do that. Her answer on strength came on a show Trump used to frequent, and after Stern noted Trump had turned down "60 Minutes."

A weather model simulates Milton coming ashore. (WeatherBell)


The big national story right now is, of course, Hurricane Milton. Our thoughts go out to the Floridians who will soon be struck by this hurricane in Florida, as well as to those still recovering from Hurricane Helene in Georgia, North Carolina and other states.
It seems crass to talk about politics at a moment like this. But the campaigns and government officials are already confronting what this means for the vote in 2024 to have a pair of hurricanes strike three key states so late in a presidential election -- a situation with little if any precedent. North Carolina officials have quickly moved to ease voting changes, for example.
On Tuesday, I looked at the history of how hurricanes can affect voting. Here are a few key points:
Stay tuned. Politics are not the primary concern right now. But these are crucial states -- as The Post's polling averages demonstrate -- in a 2024 election which has major consequences for the country, and these hurricanes have thrown everyone a major late curveball.
2 percent and 5 percent
Those are Harris's edges on Trump in a New York Times/Siena College poll when it comes to which of the two candidates was more likely to "help you personally" and "help people like you," respectively.
While those aren't big gaps, this is the kind of question that has normally favored Trump. A Times/Siena poll just last month showed voters in Arizona, Georgia and North Carolina said by an 11-point margin that Trump's policies would help them rather than hurt them, but by a five-point margin that Harris's policies would hurt them.
Even in the new national poll, voters said by 12 points that Trump's policies as president had helped rather than hurt them, and by 20 points that President Joe Biden's policies had done more to hurt them.
Why this is significant: There are few things that are as immediate a concern for voters as whether a candidate would help or hurt them. And Trump's advantages on questions like this have helped him overcome concerns about his character. If Harris can truly erase this deficit, that could be huge for her.
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Millions of non-swing-state Americans are barraged with swing-state ads
There is an inherent inefficiency to a lot of traditional campaign advertising.
By Philip Bump | 2024-10-09

Former president Donald Trump supporters hold signs during a rally at Crotona Park in the Bronx on May 23. (Jeenah Moon for The Washington Post)


Donald Trump will reportedly hold his second New York City rally of the campaign cycle later this month, welcoming supporters to Madison Square Garden in the heart of Manhattan. It's an odd tactical choice, given the city's overwhelming support for Democratic candidates. It also immediately evoked historical comparisons that were not particularly flattering to the former president.
Perhaps Trump recognizes that he won't have many more opportunities to headline at the most famous arena in the city where he was born. Maybe his campaign sees some electoral benefit from such an event that escapes the attention of, well, everyone else. Or maybe the campaign recognizes that it's already been investing heavily in the New York City media market, if unintentionally, so it might as well double down.
Viewers in the metropolitan area have noticed that they're seeing a surprising number of television ads centered on the presidential campaign, given that New York is almost certainly going to give its electoral votes to Vice President Kamala Harris (despite Trump's third-straight prediction of victory in the state). But there's a simple reason for that. New York City is relatively close to Pennsylvania, and the campaigns are desperate to get their messages to Pennsylvania voters.
Remember that there are seven states generally considered to be in play next month. We may be wrong; these states may not be very close or other states may be closer, but for illustrative purposes it's useful to keep these states in mind.




As you're similarly aware, the populations of those states -- and, by extension, the votes that they tally -- are unevenly distributed. In Pennsylvania, for example, voters are heavily clustered in and around Pittsburgh and Philadelphia. Often, we consider vote totals by county. The map below shows precisely that: votes cast by county in 2020 (with more votes indicated with larger circles) and the candidate who earned more of those votes (Trump in red, Joe Biden in blue).




Media markets, unlike the electoral college, are utterly indifferent to state lines. If you live in New Jersey but historically received television signals from strong transmitters in New York City, you are lumped into the New York market. These ad hoc but formalized clusterings of county groups are referred to as designated market areas (DMAs). And DMAs go where the customers are, not where voters have similar ballots.




What this means is that there are a lot of places outside of swing states that share media markets with swing-state voters. What that means is that a lot of voters outside of the swing states get hammered with ads intended for the subset of viewers who are in those states.
You can see an approximation of that media-market spillover on the map below.




Before we go further, it's worth noting that this effect only applies to specific types of advertising. In the modern era of political advertising, it's possible to narrowly target people by geography, demography and interest in a way that throwing an ad on the broadcast of a traditional television couldn't. That said, putting ads on broadcast television is often an effective and affordable way of reaching a lot of those voters.
That's particularly true given that live sports -- one of the few television offerings that still offers both large audiences and attentive viewers who aren't skipping ads -- are often carried on broadcast networks. Put an ad in an NFL game and a lot of people will see it, even if some of them live in states your campaign is already certain to win or certain to lose.
There are a number of heavily populated areas that share non-swing-state media markets with swing states. Los Angeles. Minneapolis. New York City. Jacksonville. Salt Lake City. Voters in those places can expect to see campaign ads even if their minds are already made up.




From the standpoint of a political campaign, this is admittedly not ideal. They only have so much money, and they have so many people they really want to contact. Wasting money on some hardcore Manhattan Democrat who happens to be watching the New England Patriots play is just that, a waste. But if showing them that ad convinces two Pennsylvania moderates? The return on investment might be worth it.
Just as it might be worth it if a rally in the middle of Manhattan triggers protests and brawls that reinforce your campaign message of tumult and insecurity. Political calculus can be more complicated than it at first seems.
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Fox News quietly reports on a fact sheet correcting Fox News misinformation
In the channel's eternal struggle between helping Donald Trump and informing its audience, Trump once again prevailed in the aftermath of Hurricane Helene.
By Philip Bump | 2024-10-09

Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) speaks to Sean Hannity on the Fox News Channel in the spin room after a vice-presidential debate in New York on Oct. 1. (Ted Shaffrey/AP)


Tropical Storm Helene formed in the Gulf of Mexico on Sept. 24, its projected path already showing it making landfall at the eastern end of the Florida panhandle. By the next day, it had gained enough energy to become a hurricane.
That same day, Sept. 25, the House of Representatives voted on a budget bill that would fund the government for a few more months, out past the presidential election. It was a continuing resolution, meaning that agencies would continue to receive the money they were already getting. If they needed more? Well, that would have to wait.
One day after that, Helene made landfall as a Category 4 storm. Over the next few days, it scraped through the southeast, unloading the moisture it picked up in the Gulf and drowning communities in North Carolina and elsewhere.
On Oct. 2, Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas, whose department includes the Federal Emergency Management Agency, told reporters that -- given the limits of the stopgap funding that had been approved -- more would be needed to help the region fully recover.
"We are meeting the immediate needs with the money that we have. We are expecting another hurricane hitting," Mayorkas said. "We do not have the funds. FEMA does not have the funds to make it through the season and what -- what is imminent."
A few minutes later, he clarified his point.
"As I mentioned, we have the immediate needs right now," Mayorkas explained. "On a continuing resolution, we have funds, but that is not a stable source of supply, if you will. This is a multibillion-dollar, multiyear recovery." What's more, he said later, "we can obtain spend-fast funds so that we can dip into funds that are slated for the duration of the year to meet immediate needs."
"So, we are meeting the moment," he said, "but that doesn't speak about the future."
His comments quickly got picked up by the right-wing media ecosystem, including Fox News. But not all of his comments; the channel's on-air personalities mostly focused on the part about how FEMA didn't have the funding Mayorkas sought. Or, as host Trace Gallagher put it on "Fox News @ Night" on Oct. 3, "FEMA is apparently broke, at least the part of the federal agency that hands out money to hurricane victims."
Gallagher quickly made a connection that emerged repeatedly in Fox's coverage over the next few days. Declaring that "the federal government has screwed up again," Gallagher chastised Mayorkas for saying "there is not enough money in FEMA to fund the remainder of the hurricane season, yet FEMA is still actively funding SSP, the Shelter and Services Program, which provides funding to illegal immigrants, money for everything, from housing, to clothing, to translation services."
As The Washington Post Fact Checker noted Oct. 4, it was not true that funding was shifted from emergency management to aid immigrants -- though that had happened during the presidency of Donald Trump.
The Fact Checker was responding to a claim from Trump that "they" -- the Biden administration -- "stole the FEMA money just like they stole it from a bank, so they could give it to their illegal immigrants that they want to have vote for them." 
It is also not true, of course, that noncitizen immigrants can cast ballots. But immigration is the central focus of Trump's campaign, and so nearly everything else gets presented through that lens. The election is at risk of being stolen, he and his allies claim ... because of immigrant voting. FEMA is out of money to help Real Americans, they argue ... because of immigrants. And so on.
Fox News aired the Trump comments quoted above on the Oct. 3 episode of its show "The Five." Co-host Jesse Watters then reinforced Trump's claim.
"Right now, storm-ravaged residents are struggling to survive and begging for basics like food and water," he claimed. "And FEMA is running low on funds because they're blowing it all on illegals."
Later that evening, host Sean Hannity made a similar allegation, claiming that "they took over $1 billion of FEMA funds supposed to be available for national emergencies -- to help you the American people if God forbid there's an emergency as bad as this one -- and they spent all of that money on their 11.5 million unvetted illegal immigrants from over 180 countries."
The next evening, Hannity aired a clip in which Fox News reporter Sara Carter interviewed storm victims.
"Right now, the New York Post and some others have reported that basically FEMA has allocated $1.4 billion," she said, "but that money was allocated for illegal migrant crisis, not for hurricanes, not for natural disasters, for the illegal migration crisis. When you hear that as a taxpayer, what goes through your mind?"
"Anger," the woman replied, understandably.
Gallagher stoked the same sentiment during the Oct. 4 episode of "Fox News @ Night," encouraging viewers who might have been "surprised to see that FEMA is funding illegal immigrants" to weigh in on social media, promising them that some responses would appear on air.
At times, Fox News's coverage has included corrections from the federal government. Watters mentioned one Monday.
"Where did the money go? More than a billion dollars went to welcoming Biden's migrants," he said. "Now, the White House says that's not true, but we have the tape."
On Tuesday evening, Fox News reporter Chad Pergram broke news on his own social media account.
The channel had obtained a fact sheet produced by the Republican Majority on the House committee responsible for federal funding, Pergram said. The document reinforced that FEMA had necessary funding for the short-term storm response and that funding streams for storm response and immigration were separate. "[T]he only connection," it states according to Pergram, "is that both programs are administered by FEMA."
As of writing, Pergram's report has been included in one story on FoxNews.com. The article, headlined "Resurfaced video shows FEMA worrying about faith-based partners' treatment of trans migrants at border," dedicates its final paragraph to summarizing Pergram's social media post.
There are other articles at the site that offer information challenging the claim that FEMA is "broke" and/or that the agency has shifted disaster relief funds to aid immigrants. There have been interviews that aired on Fox News in which those claims were similarly challenged.
But this gets to the tension that has undergirded the channel in the past decade: Is its mandate to retain viewers or to report the news? The former means amplifying and backstopping claims made by Donald Trump in order not to alienate them. (They saw the dangers that posed in the aftermath of the 2020 election.) Since Trump is so consistently dishonest, though, that means amplifying and defending false claims, which is the opposite of reporting the news.
The channel often navigates this divide by differentiating between its opinion and news coverage -- a line that's blurry in general and which is often blurred in the channel's programming. When Watters says "we have the tape" in response to a White House denial or shows a Gallagher segment called "Common Sense Department" in which he alleges that immigration is sapping disaster response money, what are viewers supposed to assume?
We know what viewers are supposed to assume.
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There is no purely military solution to Israel's security woes
Israel is beating Hamas, Hezbollah and Iran. But what is the endgame?
By Max Boot | 2024-10-10

An Israeli soldier in southern Gaza on Sept. 13. (Amir Cohen/Reuters) 


Little more than a year ago, on Oct. 7, 2023, Israel suffered arguably the second-biggest intelligence and military failure in its history (after the 1973 Yom Kippur War). Hamas terrorists invaded Israel, killing approximately 1,200 people and kidnapping at least 25o more. Israel had never looked weaker or more vulnerable.
A year later, the impression of Israel-as-victim has been replaced by that of Israel-as-conqueror. The Israel Defense Forces continue their attacks in Gaza, which have not only decimated Hamas (Israel says it has killed more than 17,000 militants) but also inflicted heavy casualties on Palestinian civilians. Then, last week, Israel launched a ground operation against Hezbollah in Lebanon. This was preceded by a series of brilliant intelligence coups: a covert operation that blew up Hezbollah's pagers and walkie-talkies, followed by airstrikes that have eliminated many of Hezbollah's senior cadres, including its top leader, Hasan Nasrallah.
With the help of the United States and friendly Arab countries, Israel has twice repelled massive Iranian missile strikes -- on April 13 and Oct. 1 -- without suffering any major damage. Now Israel is contemplating, in consultation with the Biden administration, how it will strike back against Iran.
Iran has clearly overestimated its military power in a faceoff with Israel, and its proxies Hamas and Hezbollah are paying a heavy price. So, too, are the civilians of Gaza and Lebanon, who have been dragged into a war they did not ask for. The "ring of fire" that Tehran had been trying to erect around Israel no longer seems as menacing as it once did.
A year ago, nothing appeared to be going Israel's way. Now, everything seems to be. But there is a real danger that Israel will overreach -- perhaps it has already done so -- and, in the process, discover the limitations of even its vaunted military might.
I am concerned by the hubris now being heard from many hard-liners inside and outside of Israel who are urging Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to seize the moment to reshape the entire region. "Israel has now its greatest opportunity in 50 years, to change the face of the Middle East," former Israeli prime minister Naftali Bennett recently wrote on social media. "We must act *now* to destroy Iran's nuclear program, its central energy facilities, and to fatally cripple this terrorist regime."
There is chatter that Israel could impose a new order on the Middle East -- and even save Western civilization itself. Netanyahu has suggested that regime change in Iran could come "a lot sooner than people think," allowing the Persian and Jewish people to "finally be at peace."
We have heard such talk about the Middle East before -- and it did not work out well. In 1982, Prime Minister Menachem Begin and Defense Minister Ariel Sharon ordered an Israeli invasion of Lebanon, in response to Palestine Liberation Organization attacks from southern Lebanon, with the goal of creating a pro-Israel, Christian-dominated government in Beirut. The result was an 18-year military quagmire, with Israeli forces battling the shadowy terrorists of Hezbollah. Likewise, in 2003, President George W. Bush ordered the invasion of Iraq with grandiose visions of imposing a pro-Western, democratic order on the Middle East in the wake of the 9/11 terrorist attacks. The result was another open-ended military engagement that turned into a quagmire, with ostensible liberators turning into dreaded occupiers.
Netanyahu should consider that grim history before expanding a conflict that has already grown far too large and destructive. Israel probably does not have the capability to eradicate Iran's nuclear facilities, which are heavily fortified and buried deep underground; that requires massive bunker-buster bombs and the heavy bombers to carry them that Israel does not have. But the Israeli Air Force could certainly do massive damage to the Iranian economy by targeting Iranian oil facilities. Tehran would be unlikely to accept such a blow without striking back even harder -- if not against Israel, then against its allies. Tehran could target the oil infrastructure of moderate Arab states such as Saudi Arabia, and it could probably close shipping in the Strait of Hormuz at least for a time. It could also target U.S. forces in the region, while covertly accelerating plans to weaponize its nuclear program.
The result could be an even bigger regional war that could send oil prices spiking and global economic growth plummeting. Netanyahu might be tempted to do just that, not only to appease his own hard-liners but conceivably to help get his sometime-ally Donald Trump elected president. But he should be aware by now of how much Israel depends on U.S. military protection against Iranian missile strikes -- and Joe Biden will still be president until Jan. 20. A wiser course of action for Netanyahu would be to attack Iranian military and intelligence bases to establish deterrence against Tehran without prompting the mullahs to escalate even further.
Israel punches well above its weight, but it remains a relatively small country (population 9.4 million, compared with Iran's 91.8 million), and its overstretched military already has its hands full. Rather than expanding the conflict with Iran or falling prey to arrogant ambitions of reshaping the entire Middle East, the Netanyahu government would be better advised to focus on developing a strategy for ending the current conflicts against Hamas and Hezbollah. In neither case does Israel have a clear exit strategy.
Whenever Israeli forces pull out of one part of the Gaza Strip, Hamas reappears, forcing the IDF to return. It's "Groundhog Day" with guns. Israel can continue fighting Hamas until kingdom come, but it's doubtful it will ever succeed in eradicating the terrorist organization, which is deeply embedded in Gazan society.
Sooner or later, Israel will have to implement a "day after" plan for Gaza -- but no such plan has been unveiled yet, after a year of war. Unless there is some moderate force capable of governing Gaza, the reemergence of a "Hamastan" is likely. But Netanyahu refuses to have anything to do with bringing back an enhanced Palestinian Authority to Gaza or entering into negotiations to create a Palestinian state. So the likely result is a power vacuum in Gaza that extremists will be able to fill.
The endgame in Lebanon is just as murky. Israeli troops can advance into Lebanon, but can they get back out? So far, the Israeli ground operation has not ended Hezbollah's rocket attacks on northern Israel. (Between the start of the new offensive on Sept. 23 and Oct. 8, roughly 3,000 rockets were fired at Israel from Lebanon.)
After the 2006 Israel-Lebanon war, Israel turned to U.N. peacekeepers to police southern Lebanon. That proved a bust. Who will police the region in the future, to prevent Hezbollah from reestablishing itself on Israel's frontier? The only conceivable force is the IDF itself, but that would consign Israeli troops to the same frustrating and costly battles against a guerrilla foe that they left behind when they pulled out of Lebanon in 2000. Hezbollah has been greatly weakened in recent weeks, but history suggests it will reconstitute its armed might.
I'm very glad to see the odious Iranian regime and its murderous "axis of resistance" receiving some heavy blows. I hope they suffer more setbacks. But I don't see any purely military solution to Israel's security woes. There must be a political settlement beginning with a cease-fire, but such a solution is now further away than ever.
Before the Oct. 7 attack last year, Saudi Arabia had been actively contemplating normalizing relations with Israel, but now the process is in a deep freeze. Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman just demanded the establishment of a Palestinian state -- rather than merely a road map to a state -- as the price of formally recognizing Israel. Instead of drawing closer to the Jewish state, the Saudis are improving relations with Iran. This is not the kind of "new Middle East" that Netanyahu has in mind. Sooner or later, Israel must turn its attention from warmaking to peacemaking, but it has proven more adept at the former.
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in the room where they control the weather
it has to seem like the kind of thing that might just happen
By Alexandra Petri | 2024-10-10

it has to seem like the kind of thing that might just happen (RAMMB/CIRA)


of course you know that weather control is one of government's primary functions
we just have to find the room where it is happening and stop them. this is what i am always saying
any time things get bad
but yes there is a room i'm almost certain of it
there is a whole department of weather charged with inflicting weather on -- not even the president's enemies, exactly, just people
it has to seem random, you see
it has to seem like the kind of thing that might just happen
or the people will find out and become incensed
even the president doesn't know, although Donald Trump has started to suspect
when Trump moved that hurricane with a sharpie i bet they all looked up and took notice
people make a lot of mistakes about who controls the weather
they're not political appointees, of course
the most senior one has been there since the Reagan administration. his name is Dennis (he won't give his last name)
he keeps saying he's going to retire, the commute is getting to him
they operate out of Abraham Lincoln's eye (the left one) in Mount Rushmore and getting there is just impossible
the office politics are a mess, too
Dennis is all about waterspouts
Sheila has her heart set on derechos for everyone and she won't take no
Karen on the other hand favors haboobs
(they choose them based entirely on how much fun they are to say)
most days they don't agree on any weather at all
but when they have a big deadline coming up they stay late and order in sandwiches and you can see the eye shining late into the night
don't tell FEMA about us, they are always saying. FEMA will be so upset that we exist, all those hours of work they put in, trying to help people
or the National Weather Service, says Karen
oh god, Sheila says, imagine the weather service finding out!
trying to track storms, trying to get good information, when all they need to do is come here and grab a sharpie
it's a good thing for us that everyone who has been looking for a group of people controlling the weather has been so antisemitic, says Dennis. this is the last place they will think to look
that is a common mistake
if anything the office is a little too Christian for comfort
there is a bible on a shelf marked open to the flood for easy reference and sometimes for inspiration Sheila goes and flips through Revelation
but yes they move hurricanes all over the map
that's the primary thing that they do
the second one is decide what to order for lunch
this often takes a long time
it is not that they're indifferent to human suffering exactly but they have a quota to reach or they don't get paid
and Sheila needs the health insurance
a few years ago they had budget cuts and it was just awful
so little weather
and once, drawing some winds on the map, they ran out of ink and a gale died down and several boats that had been about to founder on Lake Michigan were saved
it's not really political although they are prepared to be political if given direction
there is a big chart in the office listing who voted how and if you call your congressman he can try to get them to stop the winds
so far no congressman has succeeded
only one ever even managed to call and they were so surprised they picked up
but then they just sat on the line saying nothing and finally he gave up
they're honestly mostly good community members although Karen has been volunteering less
she says, because of Everything That's Going On and won't elaborate
Dennis goes online and gives without apparent irony to the gofundme's of the victims of his storms
and then he shows up monday and gets back to moving them around
i think Donald Trump will come shut them down
if he can find them
he has to know where to look
when Donald Trump gets back in power he is ending the whole enterprise for good
or sending the worst storm that he can think of to his least favorite people
he's still making his mind up which
of course they're real
(as real as the button that you push for economic prosperity. big and red and in the oval office. you can't miss it)
sometimes people talk about climate change but we know nothing we can do makes any difference, we can't even get them to keep serving breakfast at taco bell
all the important decisions are made in rooms we aren't in so we can't possibly impact the weather
but the government can and they are
there's a room somewhere
we just have to keep looking for the room
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This is a great economy. Why can't we celebrate it?
2024 is shaping up to be one of the best economic years of many Americans' lifetimes.
By Heather Long | 2024-10-10

Construction workers toil in D.C. this month. (Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/AFP/Getty Images)


By just about every measure, the U.S. economy is in good shape. Growth is strong. Unemployment is low. Inflation is back down. More important, many Americans are getting sizable pay raises, and middle-class wealth has surged to record levels. We are living through one of the best economic years of many people's lifetimes. Yet it's barely mentioned in popular culture or on the campaign trail.
Polarization in the United States makes it difficult to talk about any truth, even about the economy. Last Friday's jobs report surpassed all expectations. As soon as it came out, Republicans like Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida tried calling it fake. In reality, even if the report is later revised down, it would still show an economy that is humming along. And consider the bigger picture: The United States has nearly 7 million more jobs than it did before the pandemic, and the largest share of 25- to 54-year-olds working since 2001. Many experts didn't think it even possible for the labor market to become this robust again. Some theories considered Americans too addicted to video games or drugs or simply too lazy to work. The jobs rebound has proved the experts wrong.
The story on inflation is similar. Two years ago, economists were predicting a recession. Many said it was impossible to lower inflation without a downturn and widespread job losses. Yet we are living through this miracle. Report after report shows inflation cooling off. On Thursday, we learned that inflation has cooled to 2.4 percent. It's so close to 2 percent target again  even Federal Reserve officials aren't that worried about it anymore. And there is no recession in sight.
In addition to defying expectations, the United States has seen much stronger growth than other advanced nations, and the benefits have gone largely to the working class.
All this good news is talked about openly on Wall Street. Investors believe the soft landing is real. This is why the S&P 500 stock market index is up 20 percent this year. Other world leaders are also discussing the rapid U.S. rebound -- enviously. Both French President Emmanuel Macron and former Italian prime minister Mario Draghi say the European Union needs to be more like the United States economically.
Yet in the domestic political realm, even Democrats are hesitant to discuss the good economy because of the inflation hangover effect. Many Americans are angry that prices remain high for everything from groceries to houses. Politicians don't want to sound out of touch by saying everything is fine.
But at this point, it's fair to speak openly about the improvement. Prices are up 21 percent overall since February 2020, but the average wage gain in that time is 24 percent. Wage hikes have exceeded inflation for the past 17 months, and this is helping people get ahead. It also helps that gas prices have fallen appreciably since the spring, and many stores are slashing prices to lure customers back.
It's important to recognize how much ordinary Americans have recently benefited. Since the pandemic, Americans in the bottom 40 percent of income have experienced the fastest wage growth. What's more, the biggest surge in wealth since the end of 2019 has gone to the bottom 50 percent. Their wealth nearly doubled largely because of the big jump in home prices. The American homeownership rate is at its highest level since the foreclosure crisis (excluding the weird data from 2020).  Hispanic and Asian homeownership is at record highs. These are extraordinary gains.
This doesn't mean all is perfect. The third of American households that rent their homes have faced painful increases, and many have lost hope that they will ever be able to buy a home. And although the job market is robust, hiring has slowed. Younger Americans are struggling to get jobs, especially in white-collar industries. The manufacturing sector has also been in an slump lately. (The Fed rate cuts should help alleviate some of this pain.)
Nevertheless, the economy is excelling on many fronts, much as it did in the late 1990s. And polls show that Americans are beginning to notice. JPMorgan's chief global strategist, David Kelly, has pointed out that the "misery index" (a combination of the inflation and unemployment rates) has dropped lower than it has been 89 percent of the time in the past half-century. The best metric to watch is consumer spending. Even as Americans tell pollsters they are gloomy, they keep on spending -- especially on eating out, visits to amusement parks and pumpkin patches, and tickets to concerts and sports events. This is yet another signal of a healthy economy.
It should be possible to celebrate such good news, regardless of who might make it to the White House.
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What your smart home devices say to each other when you're not around 
Edith Pritchett cartoon on smart home devices. 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-10-10

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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Help vs. lies: Hurricane relief is a microcosm of the election stakes
Trump's responses to Hurricanes Helene and Milton put the danger of a second term in full view.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-10-10

Vice President Kamala Harris during a visit to Augusta, Ga., on Oct. 2, days after Hurricane Helene swept through the region. (Carolyn Kaster/AP) 


Donald Trump has decided to close the election with a flurry of disinformation, lies and deliberate cruelty relating to the massive hurricane relief effort in the wake of Helene, which struck the southeastern United States in late September. Day after day, "in public comments and social media posts, Trump has used his powerful megaphone to endorse or invent false or unsubstantiated claims," CNN fact-checker Daniel Dale reported. "The chief targets of his hurricane-related dishonesty have been Vice President Kamala Harris, his opponent in the November presidential election, and President Joe Biden."
As is often the case with Trump, his lies carry the whiff of projection. As CNN reported: "Trump is actually accusing the Biden administration of an act very similar to something he did as president. In 2019, Trump's administration moved $155 million meant for FEMA disaster relief to support immigration enforcement."
Tragically, the consequences of Trump's lies fall on the victims of the hurricanes and on immigrants, whom Trump falsely accused of receiving funds needed by those who have lost homes and businesses. FEMA Administrator Deanne Criswell, appearing on ABC's "This Week," warned that the disinformation is "demoralizing to all of the first responders that have been out there in their communities helping people." Criswell went on, "We've had the local officials helping to push back on this ... truly dangerous narrative that is creating this fear of trying to reach out and help us or to register for help." In the midst of its herculean effort, FEMA has had to expend time and resources on a "Hurricane Rumor Response" operation.
Meanwhile, Republican governors continue to praise the federal agency's effort. Brian Kemp of Georgia, Glenn Youngkin of Virginia and Bill Lee of Tennessee have all lauded FEMA's responsiveness. And, in anticipation of the Category 4 storm Milton, even MAGA Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis had to concede, "Everything that we've asked for, the administration has approved."
Trump's baseless attacks on professional public servants are a sign of his contempt for fact-based, functional government. It should not be lost on anyone that Project 2025 lays out a plan to fire as many as 50,000 civil servants and replace them with his cronies. If you want chaos, imagine the likes of Stephen K. Bannon, Stephen Miller and their minions deciding which Americans get disaster relief. Without professional, permanent staff to remain loyal to the mission of the agency, everything will boil down to who kisses the president's ring.
It does not take much imagination to contemplate how, in a second Trump term, we would be inundated with false weather reports and claims about the climate change "hoax." The problem of extreme weather would grow more daunting if government data were to become unreliable.
We already know Trump is more than willing to politicize the distribution of aid. That has been his response time and again when confronted with natural disasters. "As California battled the deadliest wildfire in its history in 2018, Donald J. Trump ... initially opposed unlocking federal funding for the state," the New York Times recalled. "But Mr. Trump shifted his position after his advisers found data showing that large numbers of his supporters were being affected by the infernos, said the officials, who have both endorsed Vice President Kamala Harris in this year's presidential election."
Trump's behavior should be disqualifying for any presidential candidate, and echoing his lies or remaining silent in the face of his destructive disinformation should be similarly so for his Republican apologists. It is, however, unsurprising that he would double and triple down on inflammatory rhetoric for his base rather than try to make any inroads with other voters. Ignoring the chance to boost himself in the eyes of those outside of the MAGA cult, he has drawn damning headlines and given Harris an opportunity to appear presidential.
"There's a lot of mis- and disinformation being pushed out there by the former president about what is available, particularly to the survivors of Helene," Harris told reporters on Monday. "It's extraordinarily irresponsible. It's about him. It's not about you." She emphasized that "FEMA has so many resources that are available to folks who desperately need them now."
The contrast between Trump and the current administration's all-hands-on-deck response, including multiple visits from President Joe Biden to reassure victims, could not be more stark. (Harris has also made repeated visits to affected areas and reached out to boost the morale of FEMA workers.) The choice for voters boils down to competent and compassionate government, on one hand, or a return to a presidency characterized by nonstop demonization and disarray. Trump simply is not capable of serious or compassionate leadership -- or even faking it. (One cannot help but recall his presidential visit after Hurricane Maria to Puerto Rico where he lobbed rolls of paper towels at the crowd.)
Whether it is spreading disinformation about Haitian immigrants, hurricane relief or covid-19, Trump's lies serve to bolster his own ego (he alone can fix things!), undermine faith in democratic government, foment resentment against marginal groups and enrage his cult. This has been the conduct of right-wing authoritarians throughout history. The real disaster would be allowing such a figure to regain office and wield the power of the federal government against his enemies and the most vulnerable Americans.
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Will wider war in the Middle East make America weaker?
Why Biden is struggling to control our allies, and what Trump might do with Iran.
By David Ignatius, Josh Rogin, Damir Marusic | 2024-10-10
One year after Oct. 7, 2023, violence is spreading across the Middle East. On the latest episode of "Impromptu," columnists David Ignatius and Josh Rogin talk with Damir Marusic about the broader forces at play in the conflict, the lack of plans for a stable future and what a Trump victory would mean for the U.S.-Iranian relationship.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Damir Marusic: Ukraine recently launched an expedition into Russia's Kursk region without alerting the White House. And Israel similarly launched its assault on Hezbollah with what seems like zero notice to Washington. Throughout the Gaza operation, President Joe Biden has voiced frustrations at Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's refusal to temper Israel's response.
Why do you think our president's word has been so easy to ignore?
David Ignatius: I do think that the United States has had more trouble than usual dealing with small headstrong allies. But this is a recurring problem in American foreign policy going back to South Vietnam. South Vietnam drove the United States crazy by playing American politics, by resisting our proposals for cease-fires and alternative strategies.
The power of the weak is to start conflicts they can't finish, to write checks they can't, to cash in the expectation that the United States will bail them out. We don't have the political wherewithal in terms of forcing Israel to do things, and Ukraine is infinitely complex.
I think this is a problem that's especially visible with Biden, but -- look at the Balkans with [Bill] Clinton, look at Vietnam with several presidents. It happens over and over again. I don't think a superpower has ever figured out a way to flex its muscles adequately, but the problem is severe now. I'd be very curious to hear what Josh thinks is the cure, but it is a real problem.
Josh Rogin: We need to draw a clear distinction between Ukraine and Israel in the sense that Ukraine, although it has done some things without informing us, it has not openly and directly defied the administration that is providing it with its vital lifelines. They haven't used U.S. weapons to strike deep into Russia despite publicly stating that they need to do so in order to win their war.
Meanwhile, the Israelis are openly telling Biden that his publicly stated desire, that they stop in Lebanon -- they have no intention of following that. They are going to use American weapons to defy the U.S. government and they know that there will be no consequences.
And that gets at the core of your question. What makes these things different is that everybody knows that Biden has been a lifelong Zionist and a firm supporter of Israel. And everybody knows that Israel enjoys bipartisan congressional support that Ukraine can only dream of having. And because of the politics involved in the 2024 election, there is no impetus in the Biden-Harris administration to have any sort of get-tough approach with Netanyahu. Because they fear it would harm them in the upcoming election with [Donald] Trump, who is willing to give Netanyahu carte blanche if elected.
Ignatius: I think the most interesting question that's ahead is the United States and Iran. Israel and Iran, too, but in the end it's the United States that is going to have to finish whatever Israel starts.
We should not forget that Trump is under a very specific threat of assassination by Iran. The FBI evidence of this plotting is very real. They call it an active threat. They arrested somebody in August who was part of a plot to kill Trump and other officials.
So, if he comes into office, I think that's going to animate two things. One is a very real possibility that he will try to seek revenge for this plot to kill him. On the other hand, Trump is a dealmaker and the biggest deal he could do would be with Iran.
Trump is a disrupter. He is the person who will do the things you never could imagine. Either war or peace -- something big is going to happen in the U.S.-Iranian relationship.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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What good is a photograph?
Images from war-torn places are no match for the world's apathy. But making them still matters.  
By Finbarr O'Reilly | 2024-10-10
Finbarr O'Reilly is a member of VII Photo Agency and the co-author of "Shooting Ghosts: A U.S. Marine, a Combat Photographer, and Their Journey Back from War."
METCHE, Chad -- "War photographers are historians, artists, trespassers, and emotional bandits with complicated and contradictory motives, some virtuous, some not," human rights investigator Corinne Dufka writes in her 2023 book, "This Is War: Photographs from a Decade in Conflict," which chronicles her her former career as a news photographer documenting conflicts of the 1990s, including Bosnia, El Salvador, Rwanda, Liberia, Sudan and Congo.
We can argue that photojournalists create a forensic record of what has happened to hold perpetrators to account, but I see our role as far more modest: We play a small part in contributing to a larger flow of information that may collectively bring about gradual change.
Or not.
In August, I spent two weeks in eastern Chad, where more than 800,000 Sudanese live after fleeing fresh waves of ethnic cleansing and sexual violence in Sudan's western Darfur region, where a genocide killed up to 300,000 people 20 years ago.

Bags of sorghum for distribution at the camp in Adre. (Finbarr O'Reilly/VII Photo)



A Darfur refugees rides through rain in Adre. (Finbarr O'Reilly/VII Photo)



Zaharia Atim holds the foot of his dying son, Haidara Atim, in the intensive care unit at the MSF-Spain clinic in Metche, eastern Chad. The 10-year-old was suffering from tracheal bronchitis and septic shock. (Finbarr O'Reilly/VII Photo)



Darfur refugee Sena Mahoobg, 16, comforts her mother, Amna Abdurahman, 35, in the emergency room of the Doctors Without Borders clinic in Metche, eastern Chad, in August. (Finbarr O'Reilly/VII Photo)


I covered that war in Darfur in 2004 as a correspondent for Reuters. The stories I wrote then were brief and had minimal impact. I soon switched from writing to photography, hoping the emotional impact of images might better highlight the conflict.
Sudan's war has driven 12 million civilians from their homes, most of them since fighting erupted between two rival generals in April 2023. This has created the world's largest displacement crisis. Experts warn that Sudan is facing a famine on a scale not seen since Ethiopia in the 1980s. Reports of mass atrocities abound.
Yet this spiraling crisis has generated little political will to rein in the warring sides in a world preoccupied by escalating conflicts in Ukraine and the Middle East.
My struggle as a photographer who has spent 25 years living and working across Africa has been against the indifference that allows the continent's catastrophic wars to drag on.

Women from Darfur wade across a flooded wadi marking the border between Sudan and eastern Chad on Aug. 5. (Finbarr O'Reilly/VII Photo)



Men who said they were shot last year during targeted attacks on their Masalit community in El Geneina in West Darfur by Rapid Support Forces paramilitary fighters gather at a refugee camp in Farchana, eastern Chad, in early August. (Finbarr O'Reilly/VII Photo)


Necropolitics, the notion that assigns differential value to human life -- namely that the farther away people are from the axes of privilege and power, the less value their life is deemed to have -- means Africa's largely ignored wars remain trapped in a self-reinforcing cycle.
Photographers may aspire to capture scenes that galvanize public opinion and pressure world leaders to act to end wars, but few images -- if any -- have ever done this. The most graphic and disturbing images from Ukraine and Gaza have hardly slowed the carnage.
So I focus on gentle interactions, quiet conversations and gestures. I'm steadily amazed by the openness and candor with which people share their lives and experiences, no matter how traumatic.

A barber gives a man a haircut at the Adre camp on July 30. (Finbarr O'Reilly/VII Photo)



A girl transcribes passages from the Quran into the sand at a Koranic school in a camp for Sudanese refugees in eastern Chad. (Finbarr O'Reilly/VII Photo)



Laundry hangs to dry in Adre. (Finbarr O'Reilly/VII Photo)



Men and boys, mostly refugees from Sudan, gather under a tree for Friday prayers in the village of Tabery in eastern Chad on Aug. 2. (Finbarr O'Reilly/VII Photo)


In the end, maybe photographs only serve to remind us of what happened. If I've done my job, the image carries empathy and concern. The rest is up to those who wield real power to do theirs.
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She was a sentinel of a coming catastrophe. China put her back in prison.
Zhang Zhan witnessed the early days of the pandemic in Wuhan. Now, she has been arrested again.
By Editorial Board | 2024-10-10

A pro-democracy activist holds placards with the picture of journalist Zhang Zhan outside the Chinese central government's liaison office in Hong Kong on Dec. 28, 2020. (Kin Cheung/AP)


Zhang Zhan, a citizen journalist, put everything on the line for the truth. In early 2020, she witnessed chaos and uncertainty during the early days of the coronavirus pandemic in Wuhan and documented the disaster online. For this, Chinese authorities arrested her and imprisoned her for four years on charges of "picking quarrels and provoking trouble," an allegation they often use against dissenters. She was freed in May.
But now, Ms. Zhang has been arrested again. According to the Rights Defense Network, she was arrested in Shanghai Aug. 25 and nothing has been heard from her since. Her family was told to keep quiet. There are no known new charges against her, but the network says that it has confirmed through multiple sources that she will be put on trial.
Such is the relentlessness of repression in China. As we noted previously, Ms. Zhang, a former lawyer, posted 122 YouTube videos of her roaming Wuhan over three months in the early days of the pandemic. She titled the first "My claim for the right of free speech." She arrived in the city on Feb. 1, 2020, and her first impression was shock: "There was not a single soul. It felt as if I stumbled on a movie set right after the shooting was over and everybody has left the set. The world didn't feel real."
Ms. Zhang was 36 years old at the time. She had studied finance and worked at a securities firm, then practiced as a lawyer, but was forced out of her job when she published online articles sharply critical of the regime. According to the blog of the Rights Defense Network, Ms. Zhang, living in Shanghai, expressed support for the cause of the "umbrella" protests in Hong Kong in late 2019. She posted numerous videos and texts supporting the demonstrations. This drew the attention of the authorities in Shanghai, and she was detained there Sept. 9, 2019. She was subjected to compulsory "psychiatric evaluations" twice and was not released on bail until Nov. 26.
She came to Wuhan after reading an online post from a man who felt the city was abandoned. "He said he felt like he was left there to die," she said in a video posted by China Change. Soon after she took photos of the crowded emergency rooms, security officers demanded she stop. "I'm going to smash it if you keep filming," one of them warned of her smartphone.
Her recordings confirmed chaos inside a Wuhan hospital. The threats emboldened her to travel around the stricken city in February and March, posting more videos. "Maybe I have a rebellious soul," she later reflected. "I'm just documenting the truth. Why can't I show the truth?" She was arrested in May 2020 and her case was transferred to Shanghai, where she was sentenced to four years on the "picking quarrels" charge. Her years in prison were dreadful, including hunger strikes that left her malnourished and sick.
After her release in May, she again got involved in human rights work. On July 25, she posted an online statement calling attention to the case of democracy activist Zhang Pancheng who remains under house arrest in western Gansu province. She visited him in August. "I want to ask the police why they are using illegal methods to strip these people of their right to go about their lives," Ms. Zhang said. "This is an attack on justice and an attack on the vulnerable. You are part of a violent system," she said.
China has blocked efforts to find the origins of the virus, and the authorities covered up human transmission in the first weeks of January 2020. Now China is compounding these deceptions by prosecuting Ms. Zhang, a brave sentinel for truth.
Reporters Without Borders says China is the world's biggest prison for journalists and their defenders, with at least 121 detainees, ranking 172 out of 180 countries in the 2024 RSF World Press Freedom Index. Not only journalists suffer. On Oct. 3, the chairmen of the U.S. Congressional-Executive Commission on China, Rep. Chris Smith (R-N.J.) and Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.) wrote to President Joe Biden that "There are more Americans wrongfully detained in China than in any other country," and urged the administration to devote more effort to winning their freedom. All of China's political prisoners -- denied their liberty for their beliefs -- deserve immediate freedom. Ms. Zhang would be an excellent place to start.
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Don't live in a swing state? You can still influence elections.
How to identify the political races in which individual voters have the most power.
By Sam Wang | 2024-10-10
Sam Wang, a professor of neuroscience at Princeton University, directs the Electoral Innovation Lab's Vote Maximizer project.
With the November vote at hand, many Americans will sit with their devices and obsess over the margins in the latest swing-state polls. This won't help them influence the election any more than a fan collecting baseball statistics helps a batter get on base. But the same polling data can be used to drive active political participation, if one allows for a little uncertainty.
Campaign strategists do this all the time. They use math to help politicians decide where to travel and spend money. The same kinds of calculations can help ordinary citizens make the best use of their time and resources.
Well-meaning small donors too often waste their money -- as many Democrats did in 2020 when they sent money to support Amy McGrath's bid to unseat then-Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell in Kentucky. McGrath raised $90 million but lost by almost 20 points. That money might as well have been lit on fire. This year, Republicans might likewise waste donations on former Maryland governor Larry Hogan, who trails Democratic nominee Angela Alsobrooks by double digits in surveys.
In many sciences, including my own field of neuroscience, we interpret uncertain data using "Bayesian" reasoning, a strategy created by the Rev. Thomas Bayes, an 18th-century statistician and philosopher, in which available information helps one estimate what may happen in the future. This process can be used to measure how likely it is that the outcome of a political race would change if a few votes were added to one side or the other.
Obviously, in the presidential election, individual voters in closely fought states such as Pennsylvania and Arizona are more powerful than voters in states like California and Mississippi, where the Democrat or the Republican leads the polls by a large margin. The individual voter's power is greater still if the swing state has a small population, because fewer votes are needed to make a difference. A single ballot in Pennsylvania is hundreds of times more influential in the presidential election than my New Jersey vote will be. Volunteers and donors are well advised to target those higher-influence votes.
The 10 places where citizens have the most per-vote power in the presidential race -- Arizona, Florida, Georgia, Maine's 2nd Congressional District, Michigan, Nebraska's 2nd Congressional District, Nevada, North Carolina, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin -- contain only 25 percent of the U.S. population. Yet in the rest of the country, voters have other kinds of power. Add in races for Congress and state leadership, as well as ballot initiatives, and competitive races can be found in 40 states and the District of Columbia.
The Electoral Innovation Lab, which I direct, has created a nonpartisan resource, Vote Maximizer, that allows users to check a voter's power in individual states. In total, more than 80 percent of Americans have an opportunity to cast pivotal votes in November -- or help campaign for their preferred choice in the weeks ahead.
Using a scale of 1 to 100, we have calculated the power that individual voters have in races for U.S. Senate and House and state legislatures.
In Senate races in Nebraska and Texas, the candidates are polling within a few percentage points of each other. Each Nebraskan's Senate vote is currently worth 80 points on our scale. (In Massachusetts, in contrast, where incumbent Elizabeth Warren is the runaway favorite, each vote is worth only 1 point.) Since Texas has more people than Nebraska, despite the closeness of its Senate race, a Texas vote is worth about 15 points (at the moment). For volunteers and donors, these races offer a prime opportunity to exercise influence they may lack in their home states.
In Nebraska and Texas, and also in Florida and Montana, each voter's power is greater in the Senate race than it is in the presidential election. The U.S. House of Representatives, for its part, has 69 potentially competitive districts this year, according to the lab's estimates. Forty-two of these are in states with less per-vote power for the presidency or the Senate. Similarly, in 10 states, close state legislative districts can place within reach a new majority -- or the loss of a supermajority -- for one or both parties, bringing them closer to bipartisan rule.
All told, these states and districts account for an additional 10 percent of the U.S. population outside the presidential swing states and close Senate races. That's an additional 32 million people who have leverage on Nov. 5, and more opportunities for partisans to volunteer.
Voters have power not only to elect candidates but also to approve ballot initiatives that bypass sclerotic legislatures. In Florida, amendments to add abortion rights and cannabis legalization to the state constitution are polling near the 60 percent threshold needed to pass. Ballot initiatives can also increase future political competition, by eliminating gerrymandering -- as in Ohio this year -- or by introducing ranked-choice voting -- in Nevada, Idaho and other states. For 31 percent of the population, ballot initiatives increase voter power even where the state is deep red or deep blue.
Sometimes volunteers and donors can productively support both state and national races in the same place. Arizona's 17th state legislative district, for example, overlaps with the highly competitive 6th Congressional District, and Arizona is also a swing state for the presidency and the Senate. To anyone looking for a place to volunteer, I hear Tucson is lovely in the fall.
By supporting campaigns where each vote is relatively powerful, volunteers and donors can be more effective. They need only look at the polls the way the Rev. Bayes would, and bolster their faith that they can make a difference.
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Harris wants Medicare to cover home care. How will she pay for that?
Home health care is a cost burden on families. Harris's plan could be a cost burden on taxpayers.
By Editorial Board | 2024-10-09

Vice President Kamala Harris with the hosts of ABC's "The View" on Tuesday. (Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters) 


Too many American families know the struggle of caring for an aging parent who doesn't want to leave their home but can no longer fully take care of themself. According to the Niskanen Center, more than 14 million Americans require long-term support services. That number is projected to grow to 24 million by 2030.
Government provision of home health-care services is spotty, and family members often take up the slack, a burden that can amount to a full-time job as a home health-care aid, in addition to existing work and family obligations. Many such caregivers probably took notice when, in a Tuesday appearance on ABC's "The View," Vice President Kamala Harris announced a new proposal to have Medicare pay for more home care services.
Unfortunately, her proposal is hazy on the details -- exactly what it will cover and how much it will cost taxpayers -- and it is these very details that have doomed other such efforts in the past.
Every time Washington has taken a shot at fixing this vexing problem of long-term care expenses -- going all the way back to Medicare's enactment -- cost has proved to be the Achilles' heel. In 1965, the year Medicare was enacted, "it was anticipated a long-term care benefit would be added in short order," wrote political scientist Robert Saldin, who authored the Niskanen report. That expectation was frustrated by "tough economic realities."
In 1988, Congress passed the Medicare Catastrophic Coverage Act but dropped an amendment that would have added long-term care coverage. And even the slimmed-down bill proved too much for voters: Seniors wanted protection against extreme medical expenses but were so angry about paying higher premiums that a pack of booing, screaming seniors chased then-House Ways and Means Committee Chair Dan Rostenkowski out of a town hall. Congress repealed most of the program after 17 months. Finally, in 2010, the Affordable Care Act included a long-term care program called the Class Act, but this program, too, lasted barely a year and a half. The Obama administration gave up on it in October 2011, after determining it could not be simultaneously self-sustaining, financially sound for 75 years and affordable to consumers.
In her appearance on "The View," Ms. Harris gave an emotional speech about the burdens on caregivers that will resonate with anyone who has been through the experience of caring for an elderly loved one. For that matter, it could appeal to those who dread consigning an elderly loved one to a nursing home -- most of which are already paid for by Medicaid. But while a winning proposal starts with empathy, it can't be viable without a realistic plan for sufficient benefits, at an economically and politically sustainable cost.
And the outline that the campaign presented in a fact sheet Tuesday was vague on all of those crucial issues. Medicare would evaluate the home care needs of individual Medicare enrollees, the document suggested, then provide appropriate coverage for those with modest incomes, while seniors with higher incomes would share in the cost. That cost could be about $40 billion per year, according to a Brookings Institution estimate cited in the fact sheet. According to the campaign, the money will mostly come from the savings generated by negotiating lower drug prices for Medicare, as well as "implementing international tax reform so that we stop encouraging companies to shift jobs and profits overseas" and savings from sending fewer people to nursing homes.
We have our doubts. KFF, a nongovernmental organization that tracks health trends, reports that "in 2023, the median annual costs of care in the U.S. were $62,400 for full-time homemaker services ... $68,640 for full-time home health aide care ... and $288,288 for round-the-clock home health aide services." Long-term care needs vary enormously, and any effort to "tailor" them, as the Harris proposal envisions, would likely involve trade-offs families would resist. Ms. Harris says she wants to expand the caregiver workforce (there's a shortage now) and raise wages; both might be necessary, but both also push in the direction of higher costs.
Yes, there could be savings from less use of nursing homes, but subsidizing home care will push up demand for that as grateful families rush to get their seniors services they cannot currently afford and substitute subsidized professional care for the unpaid labor they're now providing. That's the point, after all: to help seniors live with more comfort and dignity, and to ease the burden on caregivers.
In a policy area where many other politicians have tried and failed to make progress, Ms. Harris deserves credit for restarting a necessary discussion. She would deserve even more credit if her plan were not itself a work in progress.
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GOP fairy tales
Ann Telnaes cartoon on Republican abortion laws.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-10-09

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)
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Feel guilty about your Tesla? Go (a little) easy on yourself.
Plus: Hamburger University. The Indian American vote. Hurricane Milton.
By Drew Goins | 2024-10-09
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

The Golden Arches in the Steel City in 2019. (Gene J. Puskar/AP)


Every time he comes up in these pages, Jeffrey P. Bezos gets identified both as the founder of Amazon and, for disclosure reasons, the owner of The Post. For our purposes today, however, let us identify him first and foremost as an alumnus of McDonald's.
Garrett Graff's latest column in his leadership series focuses on how that skill among employees is inculcated under the aegis of the Golden Arches, because while the ice cream maker might be broken, the leadership machine sure isn't.
Another graduate of the Ray Kroc School of McManagement is Kamala Harris, whose fast-food resume line seems to threaten Donald Trump enough that he has (falsely) insisted she never worked there.
"That transition from worker to leader is one McDonald's has carefully mapped and analyzed," Garrett writes, "not surprising given that its 2.2 million employees make it one of the world's largest employers." How has it gotten so good at getting people across that bridge?
Garrett seeks the answer in the trajectory of one employee who made the transition, 21-year-old Jose Pacheco. My takeaway? Do not be surprised if in two decades, we see a 41-year-old Sen. Jose Pacheco stopping by for a Big Mac -- and a big thank-you.
Chaser: For here or to go? Or that weird, covid-era middle ground of "on the street"? Marc Fisher wonders whether a lingering "streatery" in D.C. is a boost to the neighborhood or a relic of a best-forgotten time.
Bina Venkataraman recently traveled to Georgia to do some canvassing of Indian Americans there. Their population in the swing state is growing, and she wanted to know: Will community pride in Harris's South Asian heritage drive them to support her at the polls?
The easy story is that Asian Americans generally prefer Harris and that young, progressive Indians are wild about her. But as Bina reported, she found a more complicated answer. To begin with, there's a big generational difference -- not between, say, boomers and Gen Z, Bina writes, but between first- and second-generation immigrants.
Add in wrestling with what it means to be Indian in the United States, Bina says, and "the diversity of the Indian American vote in Georgia offers a cautionary tale about counting on the politics of identity."
Matt Bai has done some canvassing of late, too, among a community a little closer to home: the liberal-leaning, electric-car-driving peers in his Bethesda, Md., neighborhood.
He writes that these people are anguished, not over their vote but over -- what else? -- their Teslas, as company CEO Elon Musk has gone full MAGA.
Matt eases their consciences a bit: If you have a Model S already, he says, the deed is done, and getting rid of it isn't going to hurt Musk, or Trump, one bit. Besides, as one Tesla owner's bumper sticker says, you can say you "bought this before we knew Elon was crazy."
If you're thinking about buying a brand-new Tesla, however, Matt has a very different answer for you.
Chaser: Ramesh Ponnuru writes that it's reasonable to keep asking full-MAGA officials who won the 2020 election. If they want to move on to other topics, one way out is to just tell the truth.




From George Will's column warning that this is too few subs "to keep global peace during today's multifront assault on geopolitical rationality." The U.S. high water mark during the Cold War was 140 submarines; we're about four periscope lengths beneath that now.
George teaches a quick Deterrence 101, explaining why nuclear submarines are the most effective element of the triad that also includes ICBMs and nuke-carrying aircraft. (They can be attacked, but as a former U.S. admiral once said, "it's easier to find a grapefruit-sized object in space than a submarine at sea.")
The good news is that Americans are still lining up to construct these subs; they just need to be given the right resources.
Chaser: In case you missed it, Brady Africk and Mackenzie Eaglen of the American Enterprise Institute reviewed satellite images showing that China ... does not have the same problem.
"I can't even find the right adjective," a climate scientist told Gene Robinson this week about the rapid intensification of Hurricane Milton, now bearing down on Florida. What he can find is a pretty decent explanation: the human-induced rise in global temperatures.
Gene reports that the Republican electorate is edging closer to belief in man-made climate change. The numbers "suggest to me that Republican voters might be prepared to support policies to mitigate and adapt to climate change if the party's leaders proposed them," he writes.
But one leader in particular has the power to hold them all back, Gene says: "Reality is no match for MAGA dogma."
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
To the effective
Leaders churning out burgers:
Can you do subs, too?
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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Why the port strike ended quickly -- but Boeing workers aren't so lucky
Competition and trade are key differences in Boeing and port strikes.
By Megan McArdle | 2024-10-09

Port workers on strike outside the Dundalk Marine Terminal in Baltimore. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post)


While the striking port workers were hogging all the media attention, on the West Coast another strike was quietly easing through its third week. Boeing's machinists have been on strike since Sept. 13, a costly proposition for all involved. Boeing, which has lost $32 billion over the past five years, has lost  production of several aircraft models. The workers are now without pay or health insurance.
The contrast between the two strikes is, well, striking. It took just a few days for the International Longshoremen's Association to win a 61.5 percent pay increase over six years, with a dispute over port automation to be negotiated later. The machinists, meanwhile, have been out for four weeks, and the latest offer was a 30 percent pay increase over four years. On Tuesday, the company withdrew the offer after talks broke down.
One big difference between the two outcomes is that shippers earned a windfall when the pandemic forced everyone to stay home, cruising shopping websites, while Boeing took big losses as people stopped flying. So shippers should have some money to pay out. The more important difference is that Boeing has global competition, while ports basically have a local monopoly. This distinction, between tradable and non-tradable goods, is key to understanding not just what's happened to Boeing but also what's happened to manufacturing workers all over the country.
The ports benefit from trade, obviously, but the shipping services they sell are non-tradable on the global market: Most of us can't take receipt of our new iPad in Shenzhen, China, if an American port is charging too much to receive it. Boeing, by contrast, has Airbus breathing down its neck with every sale.
If you read the Wall Street Journal's profile of a family of Boeing machinists, you'll see the contrast between tradable and non-tradable sectors painted in sharp relief. Tony Merwin, a parts inspector at Boeing's plant in Auburn, Wash., raised his three sons in the hope that they, too, would take jobs at the company that let him raise them comfortably in the middle class. But the job no longer provides him or his sons  as much security and comfort as it once did because inflation and the cost of non-tradable goods like housing has eaten into paychecks.
Some of their problems stem from bad management, which steered Boeing  into disaster, evaporating cash that could have been used to pay workers more. But much of the problem is outside management's control -- like the fact that Microsoft and Amazon chose to locate their headquarters in Seattle, creating a large class of affluent white-collar workers who bid up the cost of housing.
Microsoft and Amazon workers, like the port workers, are the net winners of globalization. Microsoft workers make products that offer immense returns to scale -- once you've written a piece of code, you can sell it infinitely at relatively little additional cost. Amazon, meanwhile, sells a lot of the Chinese goods that have poured into American homes over the past couple decades, undercutting domestic manufacturers. For Boeing, it's more complicated: It sells abroad but also face foreign competition for its commercial airframe business.
In the mid-century manufacturing boom, when trade in the United States was just 9 percent of gross domestic product, a manufacturer might have jacked up wages to keep workers happy and passed the cost to consumers. That's how unions like the United Auto Workers commanded the wage and benefit packages many now look back on with nostalgia. If the Big Three automakers raised prices to cover the cost of higher wages, well, you had a choice between paying what they charged or driving your feet to work.
Even then, however, few unions had as much bargaining power as the UAW, and today, precious few are in that happy position, the longshoremen aside.  In some ways, Boeing is in a better position than most -- it only has a few real competitors, and the long life of airframes makes it hard for airlines to switch suppliers. But it still has enough competition to give its union the same problem as other unions making tradable goods, with prices set by global markets. They can't easily demand higher wages to fully offset the rising price of non-tradable goods, which is, of course, one reason populists are so down on free trade.
That reaction is understandable, but globalization is unlikely to be reversed, even if we end up onshoring some strategically critical products like semiconductors. It would be ruinously expensive to untangle our complex international supply chains, assuming  everyone wanted to. Looking at the chaos being threatened during the port workers' strike, I'm not sure many of us do want to return to the days when a handful of people or companies could hold the economy hostage until their demands are met.
That leaves Boeing workers in a tough position, made tougher by corporate mistakes that have little to do with trade. Boeing can't take higher wages out of profits -- because there aren't any. It could slash executive compensation, but zeroing out the chief executive's reported $22 million salary would give each of the 33,000 striking machinists about $667 -- most of it in company stock, much of it payable only if performance targets are met. That won't enable a Boeing machinist to buy houses being snapped up by local tech workers. Nor will it help Boeing find a CEO willing to take a risk on a sticky turnaround situation.
Workers can justly complain that bad management helped put them in this spot, but that doesn't give Boeing the cash to pay them now. And even better management wouldn't have altered the fundamental problem of workers who have to live locally but compete against the world.
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Tony Dokoupil's tough questions on Israel were good journalism 
The CBS anchor was doing his job in his interview with guest Ta-Nehisi Coates.
By Ruth Marcus | 2024-10-10

Tony Dokoupil on Sept. 12 in New York. (Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)


Journalists are supposed to ask tough questions, or so I thought. Now one journalist is being rebuked, by his own network, for doing just that -- and it's no accident that his supposed offense involved defending Israel.
The Sept. 30 episode involved "CBS Mornings" co-anchor Tony Dokoupil, who was interviewing author Ta-Nehisi Coates about his new book, "The Message." The book is sharply critical of Israel, comparing the Jewish state to the "Jim Crow South" and describing it as the "one place on the planet -- under American patronage -- that resembled the world that my parents were born into."
Dokoupil, who is Jewish and has two children who live in Israel, came out swinging. "I have to say, when I read the book, I imagine if I took your name out of it, took away the awards and the acclaim, took the cover off the book, the publishing house goes away -- the content of that section would not be out of place in the backpack of an extremist," Dokoupil said. "So then I found myself wondering: Why does Ta-Nehisi Coates ... leave out so much? Why leave out that Israel is surrounded by countries that want to eliminate it? Why leave out that Israel deals with terror groups that want to eliminate it? Why not detail anything of the first and the second intifada, the cafe bombings, the bus bombings, the little kids blown to bits? And is it because you don't believe that Israel, in any condition, has a right to exist?"
This was a tough question, more in-your-face than the standard morning show fare, and Dokoupil kept pressing, for most of the nearly seven-minute interview. "What is it that so particularly offends you about the existence of a Jewish state that is a Jewish safe place and not any of the other states out there?"
And: "Why is there no agency in this book for the Palestinians? They exist in your narrative merely as the victims of the Israelis, as though they were not offered peace at any juncture."
The tone was civil but intense. Coates -- no surprise -- more than held his own. The book, he said, was not intended to be "a treatise on the entirety of the conflict between the Palestinians and the Israelis." He isn't offended by a "Jewish state," Coates said, but "by the idea of states built on ethnocracy, no matter where they are."
The segment concluded with the more familiar and comfortable banter of early-morning television. "You're still invited to High Holidays, I'll see you at the shul," Dokoupil told him. "I mean it, buddy." Coates chuckled.
Then all hell broke loose. The CBS newsroom was in an uproar. Then, on Oct. 7 of all dates, CBS News senior officials told an internal meeting that the interview fell short of "editorial standards" at the network, according to an account by the Free Press, which obtained audio of the meeting.
"We will still ask tough questions. We will still hold people accountable," said Adrienne Roark, the head of newsgathering at the network. "But we will do so objectively, which means checking our biases and opinions at the door."
I am very sympathetic to this point. These days, I am an opinion columnist, but I spent decades in the newsroom trying to adhere to these very standards. CBS viewers, and Washington Post readers, deserve no less.
But is it a violation of those standards, or is it a demonstration of them, to press an interview subject about the contours and implications of his argument? CBS legal reporter Jan Crawford bravely made this point at the meeting. "I thought our commitment was to truth," she said. "And when someone comes on our air with a one-sided account of a very complex situation, as Coates himself acknowledges that he has, it's my understanding that as journalists we are obligated to challenge that worldview so that our viewers can have that access to the truth or a fuller account, a more balanced account. And, to me, that is what Tony did."
Anchors -- especially of morning shows -- aren't robots. They bring their personalities and their backgrounds to the enterprise. They show emotion. I might have advised Dokoupil to dial down his intensity a notch, or to leave more space for his co-hosts to pose their questions. But I did not see a red line crossed. What I saw was a prominent author challenged to defend his premises and doing so with conviction. It was good journalism, and gripping television.
So here we get to the painful part: As network executives determined that the Coates interview failed to meet "editorial standards," was Dokoupil's behavior subjected to a different, more stringent, test? To answer this, imagine a gay anchor's interview with an author hostile to LGBTQ+ rights. Or a Black interviewer pressing an advocate opposed to affirmative action or efforts to increase diversity. If they allowed some personal feelings to slip in, if they failed to check their "biases and opinions at the door," would they be greeted with a revolt among their colleagues and reprimanding by their bosses? I don't think so.
Dokoupil was treated differently because, in the modern media culture, Israel is treated differently. That is something for CBS standards and practices, and for all of us, to ponder.
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Despite positive signs for Team Freedom, the game is far from over
Colleges are finally showing signs of sanity about protests and speech, but there's no reason to get complacent.
By Mitch Daniels | 2024-10-09

A young woman on the Columbia University campus on Monday. (Victor J. Blue for The Washington Post) 


Football teams I root for have a maddening habit of following up a big play with a sack, a tackle for a loss, or some setback that erases the gain and leaves things no better than before. Those of us who have been dejected by the nation's long slide into cultural bullying and censorship have seen some highly encouraging gains lately, but experience has taught us to keep our hopes under control. Team Freedom has had a long losing streak, and it will take more than a few first downs to prove that free expression and inquiry are truly back in the game.
Certainly, the score looks closer in both of the principal arenas of combat. In academe, the shocking losses of the past school year forced a number of coaching changes and new policies that, if stood by and enforced, will make for freer campus environments.
Dozens of schools, including the University of Southern California and Columbia University, have discovered the propriety, and the safety, of institutional neutrality on matters unrelated to their enterprises and missions. Many have belatedly deciphered the simple distinction between speech and conduct. Schools including the University of Pennsylvania and Harvard University have banned the encampments and blockades of buildings about which they "negotiated" a few months back.
In the corporate world, the shift seems even more pronounced. Chief executives have ceased genuflecting to the idols of "diversity, equity and inclusion," closing DEI departments and omitting mentions of the topic and its cousin, "environmental, social and governance" (ESG), from investor calls and annual reports.
External pressures have propelled both trends. Watching the likes of Target, Disney and Budweiser take sales hits, corporate execs concluded that "virtue"-signaling on political issues they knew nothing about might not be cost-free after all.
Many state legislatures have threatened budget cuts or even ordered the closure of DEI programs, as well as an end to the loyalty oaths with which faculties have ensured ideological purity and the exclusion of unwelcome moderate or conservative additions from their ranks. Think of these as defensive holding calls by the referees, first downs due to penalties.
More than a few college presidents will protest but silently welcome such mandates, which enable them to shrink or close frequent sources of division and discord on their campuses, saving needed dollars as they do.
The intellectual front has also brightened. The American Academy of Arts and Sciences devoted its entire summer 2024 journal, Daedalus, to a lively colloquium on "the future of free speech." No one attempted to make a case for the censorship regimes that have been so dominant in our era.
Among the broader public, free expression is selling books. Scholars such as Yale University political scientist Keith E. Whittington, author of the recent book "You Can't Teach That!," have challenged campus groupthink in the most damning and effective way, by pointing out that enforced conformity of thought strikes at the heart of the academic enterprise: the advance of knowledge through, and only through, the collision and constant comparison of alternative views.
Greg Lukianoff and Rikki Schlott's bestseller last year, "The Canceling of the American Mind," inundated its readers with examples of the abuses, and the viciousness, with which the mini-tyrants in our institutions have been stifling the views they deem unacceptable, while trying to compel obeisance to their own brand of orthodoxy.
Yet every promising gain seems to be followed by a negative yardage play. Penn, the same school that announced changes to its policies regarding campus disruption and encampment, turned around last month and suspended a faculty member, law professor Amy Wax, explicitly because of her viewpoints. Cornell University last month allowed about 100 students to shut down a job fair -- some companies involved in national defense work were present -- thereby directly interfering with their schoolmates' career aspirations. The school announced penalties, but we'll see. Similar announcements of disciplinary action by Columbia and other colleges were quietly shelved a few months after being issued.
There is zero doubt that many of the apparent improvements are illusory or meant to be temporary. The DEI label and loyalty oaths might go away, but the same practices and pressures will often remain. Referees, preferably trustees and corporate directors rather than politicians, will need to be vigilant.
The contest will ultimately be decided by the 12th Man -- the public in the bleachers. An analysis in the Economist last month declared that we have passed "peak woke," and that opinion is moving against the censors and silencers. The data shifts, even if indicative, aren't big enough to persuade.
For now, a freedom fan can at most celebrate a few gains after years of defeat and retreat, and honor those who have braved the cancelers to create those gains. Later this year, the Russell Kirk Center in Michigan will bestow its first McLellan Prize for courage and impact in defending free expression. (I served as a juror.) The recipient, Greg Lukianoff, in addition to his books and other advocacy, has for years led the Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression, the nation's leading watchdog group in this subject area.
Every team should recognize its MVP. But great individual play is no guarantee of victory. Paul Hornung won a Heisman Trophy on a 2-8 team. I can't see a scoreboard from where I'm sitting, but I strongly suspect that it says Team Freedom is still in catch-up mode.
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Four people on how Oct. 7 changed the way they see the world
Broken faith in America's good intentions. A tragic loss of civilian lives. A torn dream of Israel.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-10-09

A Palestinian woman and child flee from Khan Younis in southern Gaza after an Israeli evacuation order on Monday. (Hatem Khaled/Reuters) 


The Post asked readers to explain how Oct. 7, 2023, and the war that followed have changed their views of the world. Here is what four of them shared with us.
I was born in India and grew up in Doha, Qatar, and Chicago. My family is secular, but our religious background is Christian and Hindu. I became a naturalized U.S. citizen and voted for Barack Obama the first time I was eligible to cast a ballot. In him and in his ascent, I saw a fellow third-culture kid who lived in many worlds and made me feel American after the Islamophobia, casual racism and xenophobia I had become used to since immigrating in 2002. The rise of the Black Lives Matter movement, Standing Rock and #MeToo made me feel as if American culture was getting better for everyone.
I've always been pro-Palestinian, and it never made sense that Palestinians had to pay for Germany's and Europe's crimes in World War II. It's also a given in the Global South that Israel is a client state of the United States. For much of my life, this understanding lived in the back of my mind as I still saw the United States as a force for overall good in the world.
Since Oct. 7, I have come to see the other side of the Global South's anger toward the United States. I realize that despite there being more people of Middle Eastern, South Asian and Muslim descent in positions of power, their voices have been silenced. The policies of the U.S. government suggest to me that our leaders do not see Palestinians as equal to Israelis or non-Brown Americans. The death of American citizen Aysenur Eygi at the hands of an Israeli sniper as she protested in the West Bank does not seem to matter to the American government because she was of Turkish descent and supported Palestinians.
I no longer believe in American institutions' ability to protect me and my family. I do not think this country can be improved through the ballot box, and I've come to believe Democrats are willing to sacrifice me and mine as easily as Republicans would. My Muslim and South Asian friends took different approaches after Oct. 7, and I have tried to follow their lead. Some went to protests and posted angrily on social media about the genocide in Gaza. Some believe all they can do is help Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank care for their families through efforts coordinated by their mosques. Others have withdrawn from U.S. civil society and politics to care for their own families in an effort to protect their children from American racism.
I used to believe in a two-state solution. Now, I do not think the state of Israel can continue to exist in its current form, just like Rhodesia could not. People, not nation-states, have a right to exist. I support the creation of a non-apartheid, non-ethnostate called Palestine where people of all religions and ethnicities can become equal citizens. Those of Palestinian descent must be given the right of return. A truth and reconciliation commission has to be put in place. Immigration must be available to all people equally, without religious preference for Jews. Jewish people have a right to be protected in the countries they and their ancestors are born in without having to rely on an ethnostate.
Harsha Pradeep, Houston
As the child of Holocaust survivors, I have always supported the concept of Israel. In 1973, I left university to volunteer in a Golan Heights moshav. A born-and-bred city boy, I was suddenly a farmer of grapes, cattle, turkeys and bees, working in place of a man injured in the Yom Kippur War. I had some Shabbats off, and I would hitchhike around. During my explorations of the West Bank, I witnessed the disquieting aspects of the occupation that led me to leave Israel after a year, unwilling to become a participant in oppression.
In the ensuing years, I made several trips to Israel and Gaza. On one such journey, Haidar Abdel-Shafi, who led the Palestinian delegation to the 1991 Madrid peace talks, spoke to me of the injustice of collective punishment meted out by Israel against his community. Another, a shopkeeper in Jerusalem, told me over tea that Palestinians wouldn't win today or tomorrow, but eventually they would because "we're having more children than they are." He didn't envision the family sizes of Orthodox Jews or nationalist settlers.
Today, Israel is a place I barely recognize, in which the left and Peace Now are drowned out by the compelling demographics of the right. Embedded within this are islands of resistance, such as that of my friends at Galilee International Management Institute, who quietly worked for decades with Palestinians, developing a cadre of professionals to help build both Palestinian technocratic and civil societies. Today, even these friends feel bereft, unsure where to go next as their life's work is shredded by war.
I, too, feel torn to rags, pulled between my support for Israel yet all too aware of the horrifying, absurd cost in innocent Gazan lives. When the smoke of destruction stops, a new generation of Gazan children will likely hate Israel and vow revenge. And yet I am furious at Gazans for not having had the courage to rise up against Hamas since 2007, in the same way Myanmar's students stood up to that country's abhorrent military regime.
Within my family, it's hard to find nuance. My daughter, part of the TikTok generation, is convinced -- though she has visited both Israel and Auschwitz with me -- that the country is a White colonial enterprise. We don't discuss this any longer, a mutually agreed cease-fire. My cousin who lives in Israel sends me memes and videos, to which I generally refrain from responding. Another cousin, a rabbi, has frozen me out because I kept trying to ask that  the pain of Palestinian innocents be acknowledged.
As for me, well, I no longer believe that the Israel Defense Forces are the "most moral army in the world." I no longer believe statements emanating from official channels. I see the Israel I knew and, yes, loved despite its many faults heading toward becoming an extremist religious state.
I will not live long enough to see peace in the Middle East. To amend Israeli diplomat Abba Eban's famous quotation, neither side ever misses the opportunity to miss an opportunity.
Lenard Milich, Athens
I am a secular, partially practicing Jew. Oct. 7 has severely alienated me from my community. It's not that all Jewish people support every action in Israel's campaign against the people of Gaza, but it's hard to know without engaging. I don't want to get into fights, especially with old friends.
I never believed in Israel as some grand homeland, but I did consider it a last-ditch escape route if antisemitism became too horrible everywhere else in the world. I no longer see it that way. I would never live in a place that ensures my safety by terribly harming others. I do not consider Israel to be a safe place. And, if anything, it has made me feel less safe in the wider world.
Tzeitel Rodriguez, Miami
As an Israeli-born American Jew, Oct. 7 has changed how I interact with many areas of my life. There seems to be a lack of willingness to hold space and empathy for both Israeli and Palestinian civilians. I feel out of place in many Jewish and progressive spaces that once felt like home.
In my Jewish community, I have felt alienated and alone because I have called for a cease-fire and the return of the hostages from the beginning. I have always felt that collective punishment in Gaza endangers both Palestinian civilians and the hostages who remain there. I've spoken up about the devastation and my opposition to the Israeli government's policies, and the combination of these beliefs has put me in conflict with friends and family.
As a longtime organizer in progressive movement politics, I have found myself at odds with people I once considered allies. What's disappointed me the most is that when other groups have been under duress, I've always showed up and tried to support them, to ask them what they need and how I can help. Since Oct. 7, I haven't had many people in progressive spaces recognize that this issue might be difficult and painful for me to navigate and process. Instead, many have demanded I take a stand, and when my view has not aligned with theirs, people I once considered friends have said hurtful things that ended these relationships.
I find myself deeply disappointed in how institutions have handled these issues. As an adjunct professor, I recognize that honoring free speech and academic freedom, along with ensuring safety, is a difficult needle to thread. But I do feel that many universities were reactive rather than proactive, and that their responses were based more on public perception than on what could have been a real educational moment for students. Academia can and must find a way to differentiate between what is uncomfortable and what is unsafe if we want higher education to thrive for the long term.
I find myself deeply saddened and discouraged in the year that has followed Oct. 7. I will continue to speak up for a cease-fire, a return of the hostages and peace negotiations, but I do not feel optimistic about any of it.
Shoshana Hershkowitz, South Setauket, N.Y.
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Why did the media say Vance won the debate? I answered your questions.
Jennifer Rubin's chat started at 12 p.m. Eastern. Read the transcript.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-10-09




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/10/09/jennifer-rubin-live-chat/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Prosecutors erode our rights with show-and-tell indictments like Eric Adams's
It's hard enough selecting a jury without the added burden of airwaves flooded with damning language.
By Abbe David Lowell | 2024-10-09

U.S. Attorney Damian Williams speaks at a Sept. 26 news conference at which he announced the indictment of New York Mayor Eric Adams. (Angela Weiss/AFP/Getty Images)


Abbe David Lowell is a defense attorney and co-chair of Winston & Strawn's white-collar defense practice. He teaches criminal law at Columbia Law School and Georgetown Law Center.
Recently we witnessed what has become a familiar scene, so familiar that no one apparently stopped to consider how wrong it was: U.S. Attorney Damian Williams standing at a lectern, holding a news conference to announce the indictment of New York Mayor Eric Adams on charges of bribery and campaign finance offenses.
In a 20-minute publicity event, framed on one side by the agents who worked the case and on the other by a color photo of the Turkish consulate building the mayor is alleged to have helped get approved, Williams detailed the charges using phrases such as "luxury travel," "foreign influence," "corrupt relationships," and "grave breach of public trust." He made sure to describe every dollar exchanged as charged in the indictment. Then he invited an FBI supervisor and a New York City commissioner to jump in and add their claims of Adams's "perver[sion] of greed, and dishonesty" and breach of "integrity, transparency and dedication."
All this occurred on the day the charges were unsealed, not the day a guilty verdict was issued. You might be forgiven for being confused.
This sort of trial by lectern or show-and-tell indictment is a lamentable phenomenon that needs to be eliminated -- now. It erodes the presumption of innocence and subverts the requirement for a fair trial. By the time a trial starts, would-be jurors have been tainted by hearing the worst allegations against a defendant with no rebuttal, and judges can easily form initial opinions that could carry over to their rulings.
Yet unfortunately, this practice is not the sole domain of the New York prosecutor's office. Even Attorney General Merrick Garland himself has succumbed to the temptation, most recently publicly announcing charges against Iranians accused of computer hacking who will most likely never come to the United States to stand trial.
It wasn't always this way. The attorney general who led the Justice Department when Garland first served there had a different practice, of which Garland must have been aware. In 1977, Griffin Bell, Jimmy Carter's attorney general, issued a directive to all prosecutors: "In order to avoid any unfairness or appearance of unfairness I have directed the department's Office of Public Information to confine news releases on indictments to the bare essentials of the charge and the defendants without detailing the allegations of the grand jury."
He went on to explain that other practices "carry a potential for prejudicing a case against a criminal defendant as they do repeat charges which have not been proven in court without offering the defendants any opportunity to dispute them." If this was his concern about written news releases, you can imagine what he would have thought of the lectern release.
This form of PR event is not the only weapon prosecutors are using. Along with the televised news conference, Williams released the 57-page indictment against Adams with dozens of detailed paragraphs and a new tool -- the color photo. In Sen. Bob Menendez's 2023 indictment for bribery, which I read as his counsel at the time, you can see color shots of gold bars, cash laid out on a U.S. Senate jacket, a Mercedes-Benz and photos of dinners and meetings. Adams's includes photos of a luxury hotel suite (including the bathroom), the Turkish skyscraper, and texts between him, Turkish officials and his staff. In both cases, the media included those photos -- heretofore known as trial evidence -- in the articles about the charges.
This practice is not what the rules require; it is the opposite. The federal rule on indictments says: "The indictment or information must be a plain, concise, and definite [emphasis added] written statement of the essential facts constituting the offense charged." No mention of phrases such as "luxury suites," nor reference to color photos.
It is hard enough to select an unbiased jury in a criminal case without the task being made nearly impossible because the airwaves and internet are flooded with damning language and the one-sided details and selective photos, chosen by prosecutors, that have never been tested in any legal proceeding. These practices do not just impact the fairness of trials of high-profile defendants. Because crime is always a good media story, whether in a big city or a small town, state and local prosecutors have employed them even in cases of less well-known defendants.
The solution is simple -- reissue and follow the policy Bell announced nearly 50 years ago, and enforce the criminal rules written by the Supreme Court and Congress. Prosecutors will get their day at the lectern if and when they get a conviction. In the meantime, our unique rights to the presumption of innocence and a fair trial, which we should never take for granted, will be preserved.
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D.C.-area forecast: Cooler today with tons of sun. Warming up by the weekend.
Some areas north and west of the city may see frost on their pumpkins tonight.
By David Streit | 2024-10-10

D.C. skies shortly before sunrise on Saturday. (Kevin Ambrose/X)


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
9/10: A morning nip in the air may require a jacket to wear, but how can you complain with skies so fair?
We just keep reaping the benefits of a mild, dry fall spell. We're cooler today and some areas north and west of the city may see frost on their pumpkins tonight, but all areas warm well into the 70s by the weekend. Dry weather prevails until the chance of a shower Sunday or Monday, but even that may be a long shot.
Today (Thursday): Sunshine dominates with perhaps just a few wisps of high clouds spinning off Hurricane Milton as it exits Florida. After starting in the 40s early this morning, temperatures only reach afternoon highs in the low to mid-60s. Winds from the north are lighter than yesterday, but there's still a bit of breeze, around 10 mph with a few higher gusts. Confidence: High
Tonight: The very dry air (dew points in the 30s) allows temperatures to fall fairly quickly under clear skies. Calm winds likely lead to frost in the western and northern suburbs that may bring an end to the growing season for tender plants. Lows are mainly upper 30s to mid-40s. Confidence: High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend ...

Nice Day Sun (For The Washington Post)


Tomorrow (Friday): Blue skies and bright sunshine take the chill out of the air by late morning, and by afternoon highs climb to the mid-60s to near 70. Winds are light from the west. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: Clear and calm conditions allow readings to fall into the 40s by dawn, but the frost threat is diminished as moister air seeps into the area. Confidence: High
The warm up on Saturday is notably stronger with highs in the 70s under sunny skies and Saturday night lows in the 50s. Low pressure passing to our north may scatter clouds our way on Sunday, and we can't rule out a brief light shower with highs again in the 70s. We should still be able to see the quarter moon and Saturn in the Sunday evening sky with overnight lows in the upper 40s to mid-50s. Confidence: Medium-High
Columbus Day (Monday) Drier air should move back in, though a stray shower or two is still possible. Skies could be anywhere from partly sunny to mostly cloudy as highs only manage the low-to-mid 60s, kicking off what looks to be a very cool week. Confidence: Medium
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'Love Is Blind' D.C. Season 7: The messiest moments of Episodes 7-9
The wildest moments from the second episode drop, including Nick's adulting habits, Tyler's revelation and a dramatic break up.
By Anna Lefkowitz, Teo Armus, Amber Ferguson, Dana Munro | 2024-10-10

Monica Davis, left, and Taylor Krause in Episode 708 of "Love Is Blind."  (Netflix (c) 2024) 


Welcome to The Washington Post's "Love Is Blind" nightcaps, where a rotating group of staff members will be offering takeaways from each episode drop. Note: These include major spoilers for Episodes 7-9.
Episodes seven, eight and nine of "Love Is Blind" see couples returning to the D.C. area, moving into shared apartments in Ballston and meeting future in-laws. Easy enough, right?
Not if you ask Tyler Francis, 34, and Ashley Adionser, 32; Nick Dorka, 29, and Hannah Jiles, 27; Stephen Richardson, 34, and Monica Davis, 37; Garrett Josemans, 33, and Taylor Krause, 30; Marissa George, 32, and Ramses Prashad, 35; and Alexandra Byrd, 33, and Tim Godbee, 33.
Here's what stuck out to us.
Nick doesn't know how often to vacuum his apartment (read: his parents' basement) or how to boil water for pasta. Nick has a shaky grasp on the stock market. Nick is the proud owner of a black Ikea MALM bedframe. Nick is 28 years old. He's saved by the fact that he doesn't live, as expected, in a five-person group house in Clarendon, but it's hard for Hannah to picture him taking out the trash without being asked.
Tyler's surprise reveal of his three children had Ashley crying on the couch. People have previous relationships and families -- but Ashley only learned about Tyler's two weeks before the wedding.

Tyler Frances and Ashley Adionser in Episode 705 of "Love Is Blind." (Netflix (c) 2024) 


Stephen's unfaithfulness to Monica, the most beautiful woman on the planet, was surprising and disappointing. Was it cheating? Maybe, maybe not. But explicit texts to another woman probably aren't the best way to start a marriage. We were all rooting for you. How dare you. But points to Monica for insisting that Stephen doesn't leave without coughing up his share. As Stephen, unemployed and now single, leaves their shared apartment, she says to him: "I would like you to Venmo me the money you owe me for me carrying your weight the last couple days."
Never mess with Monica.
D.C. yuppies are famously opinionated. Ramses is no exception. During a deep conversation with Marissa, who spent seven years in the Navy, he mentions his disenchantment with U.S. foreign policy and military strategy, saying "I will always heavily critique how the U.S. has destabilized entire countries."

Marissa George and Ramses Prashad talk to Marissa's family in Episode 709. (Netflix (c) 2024) 


Marissa brings a nuanced view to the conversation, emphasizing her support for individual troops, but he holds firm in his beliefs. But in his conversations with Marissa's friends and family, he remains stubborn and doesn't seem to recognize Marissa's military service as a part of her personal history. Her friends seem unconvinced, one groaning when Ramses mentions that he wouldn't marry Marissa if she were still in the military.
Interestingly, while discussing future family planning, Ramses's reluctance to wear a condom during sex feels very antithetical to his socially liberal persona, seemingly blind to his own privileges as man of not having to concern himself with contraception or the challenges experienced by women in the military.
The Northern Virginia season of "Love Is Blind" is off and running. The couples are living in short-term rentals in -- where else -- the Rosslyn-Ballston corridor: the emotional, spiritual and symbolic capital of "I'm-from-D.C.-but-actually-I'm-not." Garrett and Taylor take a jaunt down I-95 to F-Burg (Fredericksburg, for the uninitiated), Nick meets Hannah's family at Tupelo Honey in Courthouse, and we get a preview of weddings at a venue our colleagues confirmed is in Fauquier County. Besides one or two individual dates, the couples stay west of the Potomac, but about 80 percent of B-roll footage is in Washington -- a place that is decidedly not Northern Virginia.

Garrett Hoseman and Taylor Krause on a date in Episode 709.  (Netflix (c) 2024) 


This nightcap was written by the following staff:
Anna Lefkowitz is a designer. She's lived in DC for ten years and been single for many of them, but she has no interest in examining why that is. She's watched all of Love is Blind and this is the second time she has done so without a glass of wine.
Teo Armus is a Metro reporter covering Northern Virginia. Besides having spent the last 3.5 years reporting on Arlington (where the contestants live after moving back home), he's watched several seasons of "Love is Blind" and once parked in the infamous lot outside Lost & Found in Charlotte Lately, he's been spending a lot of time reporting in "F-Burg," too.
Amber Ferguson is a senior video journalist and general assignment reporter. She is from P.G. County, Maryland and loves reality TV, especially "Love is Blind." Disclaimer: She went out with Tim on three dates back in 2015 but there was no romantic chemistry. She said he was really nice though! She also knows Tyler's ex-fiance ...(and yes, Amber has seen the TikToks about Tyler).
Dana Munro is a Metro reporter covering Montgomery County. While she now lives in Baltimore, she spent the previous three years living in Arlington (yes, she can admit it). She's never watched "Love is Blind" until this season but has often wondered what the D.C. area singles do to find love when weekend nights at Bronson are just not cutting it.
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The D.C.-area spots featured on 'Love Is Blind' Season 7
We're tracking the local bars, landmarks and wedding venues that make appearances on the reality dating show this season.
By Fritz Hahn | 2024-10-10
Like you, we're excited to see all the local spots that appear in the D.C. season of "Love Is Blind."
The first few episodes took place almost exclusively in the pods. But now that the couples have returned to D.C. -- well, Arlington -- they're out on the town for dinners, dates and awkward family encounters. We've identified filming locations that appear in Episodes 7 though 9, as well as in the trailers.
Here's what we know so far. And stay tuned -- this article will be updated.
The Rixey (now Placemakr Marymount Ballston)
1008 N. Glebe Rd., Arlington. placemakr.com.
Appears in: Episodes 7-9. After leaving Mexico, the couples move into a building called the Rixey on North Glebe Road in Ballston, which became the Placemakr Marymount Ballston in January. (The views of Fairfax Drive from the apartments and the rooftop deck are as much of a giveaway as the exterior signage.) The building is owned by Marymount University and offers apartments for students as well as short-term rentals and hotel stays. Note that while the chyron in Episode 7 says "Washington, D.C.," at the beginning of Episode 9, Taylor says, "Good morning from Arlington, Virginia."
The Crown & Crow
1317 14th St. NW. thecrownandcrowdc.com.
What we know: When Netflix dropped the full two-minute trailer for Season 7 on Sept. 19, there were scenes set at some sort of Prohibition-themed cocktail party -- think flapper headbands, newsboy caps, pyramids of champagne glasses -- taking place at the Crown & Crow, a large basement bar in Logan Circle that takes its inspiration from Victorian pubs. Crown & Crow owner Brian Harrison confirmed the filming to The Post but declined to speak on the record about specifics.
Urban Roast
916 G St. NW. urbanroastdc.com.
What we know: In October 2023, contestants were spotted sipping out of the show's trademark golden goblets at Urban Roast, a downtown cocktail bar known for its Instagram-ready decor. The bar is currently decorated for fall, with pumpkin-themed photo backdrops and an espresso martini tasting menu.
Never Looked Better
130 Blagden Alley NW. neverlookedbetterdc.com.
Appears in: Episode 8. Marissa and Ramses meet her friends for cocktails at the retro Blagden Alley basement bar, known for espresso martinis and neon signs. "This is a little vibe," Ramses says while walking in. The vibe quickly deteriorates.
Ciel Social Club
601 K St. NW. cielsocialclub.com.
Appears in: Episode 9. Garrett and Taylor visit the rooftop bar at the AC Hotel in Mount Vernon Square for dinner, where they discuss their parents and upcoming trip to San Diego.
Vera
2002 Fenwick St. NE. veradc.com.
Appears in: Episode 9. The Lebanese-Mexican restaurant in Ivy City, whose distinctive dining room is surrounded by planters filled with cactuses, is where Ramses and Marissa meet her family, and her mom jokes about his "Jheri curl look from the '80s."
Tupelo Honey Cafe
1616 N. Troy St., Arlington. tupelohoneycafe.com.
Appears in: Episode 9. While most of the restaurants and activities featured in the show take place in D.C., Nick D. and Hannah have a much shorter trip down Wilson Boulevard to Tupelo Honey, a Southern-themed restaurant in Court House, to meet her family. (Let's hope the food has improved since Tom Sietsema reviewed it almost a decade ago.)
PLNTR
1825 18th St. NW. plntr.co.
Appears in: Episode 8. Monica and Stephen go to the Dupont Circle plant store for a pressed flower workshop, to learn how to "take a sentimental flower, like a wedding bouquet ... and preserve those memories forever." And yes, PLNTR's instructors offer pressed flower classes for the public, too.
Great Marsh Estate
6105 Great Marsh Pl., Bealeton, Va. greatmarshestate.com.
What we know: Both the opening and closing seconds of the Season 7 trailer show aerial footage of a wedding taking place on the grand lawn at Great Marsh Estate, a Georgian-style wedding venue in Bealeton, Fauquier County. Jessica Brose, the owner of Serendipity Catering, which manages Great Marsh, confirmed the house features on the show.
Stone Tower Winery
19925 Hogback Mountain Rd., Leesburg. stonetowerwinery.com.
What we know: Not long after the 2023 sighting at Urban Roast, images of a film crew, contestants and goblets at Leesburg's Stone Tower Winery were posted to social media. The winery is known for its views -- and its popularity as a wedding venue.
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D.C. audit of police ranks for links to white supremacy nears completion
Officers at the Jan. 6 riot, and a D.C. lieutenant supporting the Proud Boys, led council to call for audit of D.C. police.
By Tom Jackman | 2024-10-09

D.C. police Lt. Shane Lamond departs federal court after pleading not guilty to obstruction of justice and other charges in May 2023. (Patrick Semansky/AP)


D.C.'s auditor is winding down a probe of whether city police officers have ties to white supremacist or other hate groups, a screening effort that is increasingly being used across the country to weed out possible insider threats in law enforcement.
The effort to root out problematic connections, an initiative required by D.C. Council legislation introduced in 2021, was galvanized in the District and at policing agencies nationwide in the aftermath of the Jan. 6 riot at the U.S. Capitol, when it became clear that a number of active law enforcement officers had participated in the insurrection.
In the District, court records show that police Lt. Shane Lamond had maintained very close ties with the leader of the Proud Boys, a conservative group that sent dozens of men into the Capitol. In digging through Lamond's communications with then-Proud Boys leader Enrique Tarrio, authorities said in court documents that Lamond alerted Tarrio to a pending arrest warrant and wrote to him, "can't say it officially, but personally I support you all and don't want to see your group's name or reputation dragged through the mud."
Lamond was indicted last year for obstruction of justice and lying to investigators and pleaded not guilty. His trial, originally set for this week, is now scheduled for December. Tarrio was convicted of sedition and sentenced last year to 22 years in prison.
Policing experts have said that the participation of active duty officers in the insurrection points to a lack of screening for "insider threats" during the hiring process. In the aftermath of Jan. 6, departments have been revisiting how they conduct background checks and, in some cases, tightening policies on prohibited speech.
The District's legislation requiring a review passed last year and directed D.C. auditor Kathy Patterson to scrutinize the agency for "ties to white supremacist or other hate groups that may affect the officers' ability to carry out their duties properly and fairly or may undermine public trust in MPD." The law gave Patterson until the end of this month to file her audit, and Patterson sent a letter to the council last week saying the audit will take until the end of the year.
"It's a huge amount of work," Patterson said Wednesday, "and we want to be as comprehensive as we can possibly be." The auditor sent a letter to Police Chief Pamela A. Smith in December saying the report would examine a roughly five-year period ending in 2023, and she sought a long list of internal reports, databases, policies and records.
The response from D.C. police was massive, Patterson said, including more than 10,500 sustained complaints against officers, the records for all applicants in the five-year period and training records. "I don't think there's anything we haven't gotten," Patterson said.
In addition, the auditor sent a survey to all sworn and civilian members of the department, about 3,800 total. Patterson said she had received more than 300 replies, an 8 percent response rate that she said was "great for a survey this size." She said all responses were confidential, despite an email that circulated in the department claiming they were not. "We don't have anybody's name unless they volunteered," she said. "A dozen or so did."
The 36-question survey asks if the respondent knows any sworn members who belong to hate groups or have posted hateful material, or whether they have witnessed any racist or intolerable behavior.
A D.C. police spokesperson noted that the survey is optional and said that anyone who wishes to complete it should do so without concern. The chair of the D.C. Police Union did not respond to a request for comment.
Police departments in other cities have taken similar looks at themselves, or been examined by outside agencies, after incidents of troubling speech or actions by officers before the insurrection. Investigators have looked for connections between officers and militia groups such as the Oath Keepers or the Three Percenters, or hate groups such as the Ku Klux Klan or neo-Nazis. In 2019, Philadelphia police said they conducted 325 separate investigations into officers who had posted content on Facebook appearing to endorse violence, racism or bigotry. Of that group, 193 officers were disciplined, 15 were fired and 10 received 30-day suspensions, the Philadelphia Inquirer reported.
Around the same time, Dallas police had a similar issue with its officers' Facebook postings. "We found there were a number of officers who were chatting in these groups," then-Chief Renee Hall said in an interview Wednesday, "a lot of racially insensitive language used in their posts. Antisemitic, homophobic." She said some officers were fired or otherwise disciplined, but some successfully argued that they were exercising their constitutional right to freedom of speech. Dallas has since implemented a policy prohibiting such speech, which better enables a police agency to take legal action against offensive conduct by officers.
A report done last year by the Police Executive Research Forum on the D.C. workplace recommended the department put in place a similar policy. The report also noted that D.C.'s police department "delivers more training hours than are required of most departments" on issues such as extremism.
"These kind of investigations are paramount," said Hall, who is now first vice president of the National Organization of Black Law Enforcement, "to ensure that the people we've hired have the ethos and morals which law enforcement is supposed to stand for. I believe all leaders should sign off on an audit of this kind. Who we have policing our communities matters."
In July, a group of criminologists from the University of Nebraska at Omaha published a study on "Screening for Insider Threats in U.S. Law Enforcement," funded by the Department of Homeland Security. The group, led by Erin M. Kearns, looked at hiring practices and current officer screenings, and also received responses from 532 police agencies across the country, examining how departments look for potential trouble in their own backyards.
"What we found was a big old nothingburger," said Justin Nix, a criminology professor and co-principal investigator in the study. He said the Jan. 6 attack also was the driving force behind their study. Nix recalled sitting with a deputy police chief one day and asking him how they screen for potential anti-government members, and being told that they hoped their standard background check of an applicant's criminal record, jobs, education and social media trail would reveal any problems.
"But as far as being intentional about this kind of threat," Nix said, "we didn't find any [police agencies] that did." He said the presence of sworn officers among the rioters on Jan. 6, along with other documented cases of officers using hate speech, led to the realization "we should want to keep these attitudes out of law enforcement. They can be a real threat."
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Maryland state workers push Gov. Moore to spend more on workers, facilities
State union workers criticize both Gov. Wes Moore (D) and former governor Larry Hogan (R) for a lack of spending on workers and their facilities.
By Katie Mettler | 2024-10-09

AFSCME Maryland President Patrick Moran calls on Gov. Wes Moore (D) to add staffing, pay workers better and make critical repairs to the state's aging hospitals and criminal justice facilities Oct. 9 in Hagerstown, Md. (Katie Mettler/The Washington Post) 


HAGERSTOWN, Md. -- Two years into Gov. Wes Moore's administration, which promised to bring back thousands of government jobs, the union for Maryland's state employees is warning lawmakers that their patience is running out.
They need more staffing, more money and critical repairs to the state's aging hospitals and criminal justice facilities, AFSCME Maryland President Patrick Moran said Wednesday at a news conference in Hagerstown. Further failures to invest, Moran said, will put state employees -- and Marylanders -- in danger.
"We need action. We've earned action. And we deserve action," Moran said.
The union's public demands come as Moore's administration and the state legislature face difficult spending decisions for the next budget amid revenue shortfalls.
Moore (D) campaigned on a promise to restore the state employee workforce, which was cut back under former governor Larry Hogan (R) -- who was twice elected on pocketbook issues, among them promising to rein in state spending and avoid the tax increases that his predecessor used to balance the state budget.
At the news conference, the state workers union said there are hundreds of vacancies that still need to be filled and thousands of additional positions that need to be created for critical state agencies to effectively function.
A spokesperson for Moore said the administration is working "day and night" to fix the staffing shortages.
"Governor Moore looks forward to continuing conversations with AFSCME on how to address these issues within the budgetary confines that have been thrust upon the state by the Old Governor," said Carter Elliott, Moore's spokesperson, in a statement.
A former official in Hogan's administration called the union's criticisms political, noting that a recent poll conducted by the University of Maryland at Baltimore County's Institute of Politics showed that 40 percent of Maryland voters surveyed said they are satisfied with the size of the state government, while 36 percent said they would like fewer state government services to reduce taxes.
"Clearly, AFSCME's leaders need to do a better job getting their message out," Mike Ricci, the ex-official, said. "I would start by not being so dishonest all the time."
The former governor has been a frequent target of criticism by the state workers union, which endorsed Angela Alsobrooks (D) over Hogan in the race for Maryland's open U.S. Senate seat. Union officials said that after "years of disinvestment" in the state workforce, Hogan also deferred nearly $1 billion in maintenance needs at state facilities, including state hospitals, correctional facilities and detention facilities for children and teenagers.
"We are all bearing witness to the consequences of the Hogan administration's lack of leadership and investment in our state services," Moran said.
While the state union officials blamed Hogan for creating what they called a dangerous staffing crisis in state facilities, they said it is now Moore's job to fix it -- and fast.
"The current administration needs to take action," Moran said.
State hospitals, prisons and juvenile facilities have seen high rates of staff turnover, largely because of a lack of safe working conditions, union officials said.
Between July 2023 and June 2024, the Maryland Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services reported more than 3,000 assaults in the state prison system -- which averages to about nine per day.
"We've seen this crisis just mount here with staffing," said John Feeley, a sergeant at the Maryland Correctional Training Center and the president of AFSCME Local 1772. "It's been mounting and mounting and now it's at his point where its critical."
State employees who work for the Office of the Public Defender, the Department of Juvenile Services and the Maryland Department of Health also spoke at the news conference.
Marci Johnson, a public defender in Baltimore City, said it is harder to do her job well because her office is overworked and underfunded.
Several employees who work at Western Maryland Hospital Center, a long-term care facility in Hagerstown, said that whole floors of the hospital have been closed because they don't have enough staff -- even though there are enough beds and a waiting list of patients who want care there.
"You've got to determine what your priorities are," said Mike Gardner, a power plant operator at the hospital. "Caring for vulnerable people should be high on the priority list."
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PM Update: 40s overtake the area tonight ahead of a cool Thursday
The city may fall into the 40s for the first time this fall tonight. Only low to mid-60s tomorrow, despite sun. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-10-09

Dupont Circle is getting new benches. (angela n./Flickr)


Highs made the low and mid-70s today, a bit warmer than expected, with some initial warming winds off the mountains behind a cold front. It did get a bit gusty for a while this afternoon, but winds have diminished into evening. We'll keep breezes going through tomorrow as our coolest air of the young season settles in. 
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through Tonight: It'll stay clear through the night behind the cold front that passed today. With breezes remaining up, lows range across the 40s in the area, probably even in the city. 
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): Fall feels are set to intensify. It'll be noticeably chillier than today, with highs only in the low and mid-60s despite ample sunshine. Winds blow from the north around 10 mph with gusts past 20 mph. 
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram.
Chilly! Frost advisories are up tonight for the high country to the west, as close as the Blue Ridge to our southwest. Temperatures are expected to fall well into the 30s in that area tonight. Advisories may be issued again tomorrow night, when it will be chillier. 
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Another Va. district will allow students to carry overdose-reversing drug
Students in Loudoun County will now be allowed to carry naloxone, a drug that can reverse the effects of opioids, on school grounds.
By Karina Elwood | 2024-10-09

Loudoun County will now allow older students to carry naloxone, a medication that can reverse the effects of an opioid overdose. (Astrid Riecken for The Washington Post)


Students in Loudoun County will now be allowed to carry naloxone, a drug that can reverse the effects of opioids.
The school board voted 6-3 on Tuesday to change its student medication policy and allow students who are trained in administering naloxone to carry the drug on school grounds. The policy states that students should notify a staff member if they administer naloxone at school, and 911 should be called.
The policy change was initially introduced at the request of Superintendent Aaron Spence in response to an uptick in youth opioid overdoses in recent years, fueled primarily by the highly potent synthetic drug fentanyl. Last year, a string of overdoses in Loudoun -- including about 13 on school grounds -- highlighted the issue in Northern Virginia.
Other nearby school districts have seen the same challenges with youth overdoses. Fairfax and Arlington counties allow students to carry and administer Narcan, a common brand name of naloxone.
The antidote is commonly distributed as a nasal spray. Experts say it's important to administer the medication quickly, and it often takes multiple doses to reverse a fentanyl overdose. But it also is safe to use on someone who has fallen unconscious but is not experiencing an opioid overdose.
In Loudoun, some school board members raised concerns Tuesday about what effect the responsibility of saving lives could put on students. Board member Lauren Shernoff said she was worried about protecting the privacy of a student who overdoses and questioned whether the board involved the community enough in the decision.
"There were many concerns about putting this heavy responsibility on our young people, and questions about, do we need to be the grown-ups here and try and put some provisions in place to protect them?" Shernoff said.
Other members said that while they recognize the potential pressure that comes with carrying Narcan, it is not required and students who want to take on the responsibility to carry it can do so. Board member April Moore Chandler said she was pleased to see the division take this step, despite her hesitations about giving children this new responsibility.
"If you're faced with an overdose of your classmate, it's traumatic either way. So are you empowered to do something that could save a life, or are you going to be traumatized by the fact that you saw somebody pass away?" Chandler said.
Youth overdoses in Loudoun made headlines in November, when the sheriff's office announced that nine students at Park View High School overdosed in a span of weeks. Four of the overdoses happened on school grounds. The issue prompted Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) to order districts to notify parents within 24 hours of overdoses that happen on campuses.
In February, Loudoun schools partnered with the county sheriff's office and Leesburg police to randomly search high schools with police dogs. The scans began in March, using the dogs to search areas on school property, such as hallways and lockers, but not students. The program restarted for all LCPS high schools this fall.
Sheriff's office spokesman Tom Julia said in an email Wednesday that the teams are now using two specially trained canines for each scan. Under the agreement with the school system, Julia said the scans can now also be conducted more than once per semester at any particular school, but the primary purpose remains to deter students from bringing substances into schools.
The sheriff's office reported 22 nonfatal opioid overdoses among juveniles in 2023, up from 17 in 2022 and three in 2021. Last school year, there were at least 13 incidents in Loudoun schools in which a student was suspected of being under the influence and CPR was performed, Narcan was administered or the student was taken to a hospital, according to the school district.
Overdose numbers began to dip in 2024, with six nonfatal youth opioid overdoses reported by the sheriff's office as of Oct. 1. However, officials are still looking for solutions to curb youth substance use and limit the effects of overdoses when they occur.
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70% of D.C.-area bus riders don't pay. Here's what Metro is doing about it.
The transit agency is proposing a new funding model where jurisdictions will get more money for cracking down on fare evasion. 
By Rachel Weiner | 2024-10-09

A Metrobus stops along H Street. (Eric Lee for The Washington Post)


Leaders at the D.C. Metro system have been touting a huge drop in fare evasion at train stations since new, higher gates were installed. But only 30 percent of bus riders pay for the service, and the agency is considering a dramatic change to its funding model that would reduce the cost for jurisdictions whose riders pay their fares, officials said.
"It's a very high rate," Metro board member Matt Letourneau said of bus fare evasion at a public meeting of the Northern Virginia Transportation Commission last week, "approaching 70 percent." A spokesperson for Metro confirmed that number. Before the pandemic, according to Metro's calculations, the rate was about 17 percent.
The current Metro operating budget is based on a formula that hasn't changed in over 25 years. The local governments in the District, Maryland and Northern Virginia pay the transit agency based in part on how many people use the system in their jurisdictions: The more riders that come on board, the more each government pays. Under the new plan, expected to be introduced at a Metro board meeting Thursday, contributions from each jurisdiction will be reduced based on the amount that paying riders contribute.
"D.C. leads the region in policies to promote transit ridership and reduce auto dependence, and this formula will reward D.C. for that leadership," said Tracy Hadden Loh, who represents the city on Metro's board. She added that asking each jurisdiction to cover unpaid rides is "not something that is inconsistent with D.C. values," since the city council has repeatedly moved to subsidize free bus service within the District.
But the new formula is also "an incentive to make sure your riders are paying, because there is a cost for the system for those that aren't," Letourneau said. In the last fiscal year, Metro's buses brought in $50 million while rail brought in $301 million, even though there were 5 million more people on buses than on trains.
Bus ridership in the D.C. area has surged since the pandemic -- increasing the cost associated with fare evasion. Across the country, transit systems are debating whether to impose measures to reduce nonpayment -- or stop collecting fares altogether and instead rely mainly on tax dollars. Advocates for eliminating fares argue that buses, in particular, bring in so little revenue and cater to such a low-income population that charging for them is a wasted effort. Making them free helps the neediest residents get around and helps avoid potentially violent confrontations with police and inequitable enforcement. Loudoun County and Alexandria have both made their local bus networks free. The D.C. Council voted to make buses free within the city and foot the bill, but faced pushback from Mayor Muriel E. Bowser over the cost, in addition to opposition from Maryland and Virginia.
Charles Allen (D-Ward 6), who chairs the council's transportation committee, said the new system might break the political logjam.
"The current funding formula at WMATA is confusing, it is chaotic, and I think most of us in the District feel it is unfair," he said. "To the degree that this new formula system continues the District's very heavy investment and prioritization on transit, that's a good thing."
Research indicates that riders at all income levels are more interested in better service than eliminating fares, and that making buses free doesn't reduce car use. Opponents of the fare-free model say even a relatively small amount of revenue is useful and can be spent improving trains and buses.
Metro Transit Police are responsible for enforcing fare payment, and General Manager Randy Clarke has highlighted increased "turnaround" efforts at bus stops where officers stop people from getting on without paying. But there are thousands of bus stops in the system and more than a thousand buses on the road at any given time, making police enforcement difficult. On the rail side, Metro successfully curbed fare evasion after installing gates that are harder to climb over. They are now in every station, and all but about 3 percent of train riders are paying.
An infrastructure fix might also improve bus evasion numbers: Metro just upgraded 1,500 fare boxes from a 25-year-old model that was frequently out of service.
Clarke has said that any decision on eliminating fares would have to cover the whole system. In the meantime, he said, enforcing fare evasion laws has helped bring down more serious crimes. Crime in the system is down about 30 percent compared with the same time period last year.
In D.C., fare evaders are typically issued a civil citation, though they can face criminal penalties if they refuse to pay a fine. In Maryland and Virginia,  fare evasion is a criminal offense.
Allen said going fare free "recognizes the reality" of bus use.
"I'm probably one of the few elected officials who ride the bus frequently," he said. "I get fussed at when I try to pay my fare; the drivers usually feel like I'm slowing things down."
Benjamin Lynn, a spokesman for the union representing Metrobus drivers, said they are open to going fare-free. "Improving fare collection isn't going to solve the long-term funding issues WMATA faces," he said. "The only way to do that is to establish a dedicated funding force."
Alexandria's experience shows both the benefits and drawbacks. Two-and-a-half years after making local buses free, the city reported that ridership has gone up dramatically, and that most people benefiting from the free service are low-income people of color. But there has been a cost for both bus riders and drivers. "Incidents involving unruly, intoxicated, or disruptive passengers" went up, and bus operators report feeling less safe and less positive about their interactions with riders than they did before, according to a city report. Other cities that have gone fare free have experienced similar problems.
"Bus operators have really mixed feelings," said Jacob Wasserman, who leads research at the UCLA Institute of Transportation Studies. "Some don't like fares because it often escalates into confrontations. On the other hand, fares are one of the few levers they have to control who is on their bus. It's a complicated issue."
The TransitCenter, a public transportation advocacy group, says that for big systems such as Metro, it makes more sense to charge for service and provide targeted financial support to riders who need it.
Metro has a program called Lift that gives a 50 percent discount on all trips to people who receive food assistance. D.C. students also ride free, although enrollment in the program is low. The new system would reward the city for getting more children to use their fare cards, because those would count as paid rides.
Metro's board is expected to vote on the funding change next month.
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Stars vs. culture: How Liberty, Lynx were built for these WNBA Finals
The No. 1 seed New York Liberty and the No. 2 seed Minnesota Lynx built their teams in different ways, but each made its way to the WNBA finals.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-10-10

Sabrina Ionescu and Jonquel Jones helped the New York Liberty earn the No. 1 seed in the WNBA playoffs. (Elsa/Getty Images)


NEW YORK -- The WNBA Finals open Thursday night with a matchup of the top two teams in the league: the No. 1 seed New York Liberty hosting the second-seeded Minnesota Lynx. For as much as their arrival at this point was expected after impressive regular seasons and playoff runs, their long-term paths couldn't be more different.
The Liberty, which is still seeking its first title after falling just short for the fifth time a year ago, has a star-laden roster that underwent modest tweaks after its run to the Finals last year ended with a four-game loss to the Las Vegas Aces.
The Lynx, who are seeking a WNBA-record fifth championship trophy, did more than tweak last offseason. Cheryl Reeve, Minnesota's coach and president of basketball operations, cared about her team culture. The result was Reeve being named the WNBA's coach of the year and its executive of the year after Minnesota went 30-10 in the regular season.
The best-of-five series could determine which approach was more effective.
The Liberty (32-8 in the regular season) has targeted these Finals since its loss last fall to the Aces. General Manager Jonathan Kolb, who was honored as the league's top executive a year ago, said the defeat left him shaken.
"That loss is really, really hard," he said. "I genuinely believed we were going to win with everything I had. So with the finality of a season ending like that, first you have to take inventory of how great of a season it really was and understand what we did but also understand that we didn't accomplish our goal."
Kolb didn't take time off for extended soul-searching.
"The way that we're wired, we want to just get right back to work," he said. "So that was something where it was, 'Okay, let's channel that pain into productivity on the acquisition side of it.'"
The prior offseason, the Liberty added MVPs Breanna Stewart and Jonquel Jones and five-time all-star Courtney Vandersloot to a starting lineup that included sharpshooting Sabrina Ionescu and Betnijah Laney-Hamilton. So before this season, Kolb identified the need for depth, defense and length in the backcourt. Enter 6-foot-4 Leonie Fiebich, who was named to the all-rookie team, and versatile 6-1 Kennedy Burke, who was out of the league in 2023.
Fiebich eventually slid into the starting lineup, with Vandersloot giving the second unit a boost. These were minor moves on paper, but they paid huge dividends as the Liberty vanquished the Aces in the semifinals.

Alanna Smith and Courtney Williams were two of the three new starters the Lynx brought in this season. (David Berding/Getty Images)


The Liberty also benefited from the development of Ionescu, whose offense evolved much further beyond her reputation as a three-point specialist.
"I equate Ionescu's value and importance on the floor in the same line as [Aces star A'ja Wilson] -- like, she's got to touch the ball," analyst Christy Winters-Scott said. "And it's not necessarily for her to shoot 20 shots or whatever. But I think she has to touch the ball because the defense is going to make decisions based on her having the basketball. How they cover her, how the floor is spaced -- and the same thing with A'ja."
The Liberty came into 2024 with high expectations and has met them -- just to reach this point. The Lynx, 19-21 a season ago, were unburdened by bars set by others. Reeve referenced recent free agency.
"When the New York Liberty and the Vegas Aces sort of swallowed up the top talent," Reeve said, "you can either go, 'Okay, it's not going to be our time for a while; we'll just wait.' Or you can say, 'We're going to find a different way.' There's more than one way -- the 2004 Pistons comes to mind. There's more than one way to do this. A super team we are not, but we're a darn good basketball team."
Reeve sought players who fit the team's culture and philosophy. The Lynx needed defense and a playmaker.
Minnesota added three starters: Courtney Williams, Alanna Smith and Bridget Carleton. Williams joined her fourth team in four years despite being a full-time starter in Atlanta, Connecticut and Chicago. Minnesota also became the fourth team in as many seasons for Smith, who was named second-team all-defense in 2024 after a career year as a starter for the Chicago Sky in 2023. Carleton joined the Lynx in 2019 after being waived by Connecticut and was a key reserve in recent years before re-signing with the team and getting promoted to the starting lineup. Then Myisha Hines-Allen was added from the Washington Mystics at the trade deadline.
That collective, with Napheesa Collier being an MVP runner-up and the defensive player of the year, made the Lynx the top three-point shooting team (38.0) in the league -- and the one that allowed the second-fewest points (75.6 per game).
"We knew that we were close," said Lynx General Manager Clare Duwelius, who lauded the depth of the roster. "We just needed a couple of pieces. Did we have a crystal ball? No. But we felt really confident with the pieces that we were bringing in. The other part of this, too, is just having players that are entering the prime of their careers. Our approach is the collective. ... We stand on our culture. That's what we've always said and we've always believed in. It doesn't waver year to year."
Built in different ways, both teams have found success running efficient offenses starring elite scorers to go with two of the WNBA's top defenses. Now, all that's left is to see which process will lead to a banner being raised.
"We've done what we've needed to do to get here, and we know what it takes to lose," Ionescu said. "We don't know yet what it takes to win. So I think it's understanding [and] using that and continuing to be fueled by that feeling that we all felt in the locker room last year, to not feel that again. That fire is burning in all of us, and [we need] to be able to use that to continue to motivate us. If we do that and control what we can, we're the best team in the league and no one can beat us."
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What matters to the Capitals this season? Everyone and everything.
For his second season as the Washington Capitals' coach, Spencer Carbery wanted a new mantra. He settled on two slightly different versions of the same line.
By Bailey Johnson | 2024-10-10

The Capitals have several new faces, including defenseman Matt Roy. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post) 


Spencer Carbery spent most of the summer thinking about his new message.
Last year, his first at the helm of the Washington Capitals, the rookie bench boss decided "Something to prove" would be the team's through line. He heard the phrase in conversations with his new players, from young guys looking to establish themselves to veterans who were perceived as having little left to give, and he felt it himself as a first-year NHL head coach.
Carbery had the phrase painted onto the walls in the Capitals' dressing rooms, both at their practice facility in Arlington and at Capital One Arena, and Washington rallied around it to pull off an unlikely return to the playoffs.
For his second season, Carbery wanted a new mantra. He settled on two slightly different versions of the same line.
At the practice facility, the walls read: "Everyone. Every detail. Every shift." At Capital One Arena, there's a slight adjustment: "Everyone. Everything. Every shift."

Alex Ovechkin is entering his 20th NHL season. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post) 


"In the practice rink, we have 'Every detail' because it's more of a practice setting. 'Everything,' in a game rink, is our details," Carbery said in a preseason roundtable with Washington Post writers and editors. "It's our work. It's everything. We've got to put everything into it."
The Capitals made the playoffs last year by the slimmest of margins, taking the final wild-card spot in the Eastern Conference because they held a tiebreaker over the Detroit Red Wings. This year's team undoubtedly has more talent, thanks to an offseason roster transformation that brought in seven new players.
Pierre-Luc Dubois and Andrew Mangiapane are expected to add scoring to the top two lines. Brandon Duhaime and Taylor Raddysh will anchor the fourth line with Nic Dowd and chip in offensively. Matt Roy and Jakob Chychrun bring defensive stability (Roy) and offensive dynamism (Chychrun) to the back end. And Logan Thompson will partner with Charlie Lindgren to form a stable duo in net.
"The new guys have been awesome," winger Tom Wilson said. "I know there's a lot of new faces, but it seems like they're guys that you just pick right up and feel like you've kind of known them forever. ... I think we're excited as a group. Talking to the guys, talking to some of the older guys that have been around, we're excited about this group this year. That being said, it's going to be on us to go out there and put a good product together on the ice and win some games."

Jakob Chychrun and the Capitals open the season Saturday. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post) 


Wilson's final point highlighted why Carbery chose his new message. Yes, these Capitals should score a few more goals than they did last year, and ideally they'll also be a bit tighter defensively. But a slew of new faces and more talent on paper don't change the fact that Washington is still going to have to do things the hard way.
"The way we have to play -- and it's really difficult -- we don't rely on four players anymore, or five players," Carbery said. "We need every single player. ... It's just a reminder to our guys of, in order for us to have success, it's going to take every single person. That's staff included. And it's going to need to be consistent every single night."
Last year's Capitals never found the consistency Carbery was seeking. After a slow start, they started to string wins together for stretches, but the ups were always followed by downs. To some extent, that's expected in an 82-game season, but Carbery and his players know they can't count on squeaking into the playoffs as they did last year.

"The new guys have been awesome," winger Tom Wilson said. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post) 


With a week-long gap between the final preseason game and Saturday night's regular season opener against the New Jersey Devils, Carbery decided to hold two practices at Capital One Arena at the start of this week. The motivation was twofold. For one thing, it mixed up the regular routine, with the hopes that the week wouldn't feel so long. It also gave Washington's players a rare opportunity to practice at their game rink.
The Capitals are one of the few teams in the NHL that don't practice or hold pregame skates at their game arena, and Carbery noticed it took his team a while to settle in on home ice at the beginning of last year. Ahead of a season in which Washington again will have to scrap and claw for every point, Carbery wasn't going to pass up a chance to help his team get off to a better start.
"I don't think it's too crazy much that it's going to help, but we obviously don't have the best ice surface here, so I think just to get out there and feel it and feel some bounces [is beneficial]," center Dylan Strome said. "Carbs talked about sight lines and stuff, just getting familiar with it. [We have] a lot of new guys, so it can't hurt."
After all, every detail matters.
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The Dodgers reached deep into their bag of tricks to extend their season
Los Angeles used eight relievers and another home run from Mookie Betts to beat the Padres in Game 4 of the NLDS and set up a decisive Game 5 on Friday.
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-10-10

Landon Knack got the final three outs for the Dodgers in Game 4 on Wednesday night. He was their eighth pitcher to take the mound. (Sean M. Haffey/Getty Images)


SAN DIEGO -- Ninety minutes before the game that could have ended their season, the Los Angeles Dodgers released a new lineup. Annual MVP candidate Freddie Freeman was not in it. The wear and tear of playing on a recently sprained ankle had finally become too great for their No. 3 hitter to withstand.
In the moment, with everything already stacked against them, pulling Freeman felt like an unofficial National League Division Series surrender. Starting shortstop Miguel Rojas was already out with injury. The Padres were starting star right-hander Dylan Cease. Los Angeles's depleted rotation left it no choice but to mix and match relievers for nine innings with its season on the line.
So naturally, the Dodgers spent the next few hours pummeling San Diego in an 8-0 rout that forced a decisive Game 5 on Friday night at Dodger Stadium. The score will suggest the win came easily. But nothing about the process by which the Dodgers saved their season Wednesday night was a given.
"One inning at a time. We have a bunch of grinders and a bunch of fighters," said right fielder Mookie Betts, who gave the Dodgers an early lead with a first-inning homer. "We knew this wasn't going to be easy. Nothing's easy."
Speaking of Betts, one of the first things that had to happen for the Dodgers to save their season was for Betts to turn off social media -- to replace negativity with hope.
When the Dodgers left Los Angeles after Game 2, Betts was 0 for his past 22 postseason at-bats, hitless in October since 2022, disappearing under that unenviable reputation for being a superstar who shrinks on the big stage. He spent the day off between Games 2 and 3 hitting, swinging without fear of fatigue or overdoing it.
In Game 3, he hit a first-inning homer. Wednesday, with his team in need of anything resembling momentum, Betts hit another -- this time to the deepest part of Petco Park.
"I think I just needed to see one fall, man. I think I just needed to see one fall and get a little confidence," said Betts, who is now 4 for his past 9 with two homers. "... I had to turn off all social media because that was all negative. And I had to get some positive vibes in me."
Betts's smash seemed to signal to Cease, who was pitching on short rest for the first time in his career, that he might not have his best stuff. And it seemed to revive the Dodgers, who needed a reminder that even without Freeman and the rest, they could win games, too.
"Hitting is still hard. You can't just book a homer or a crooked number in the first inning," Dodgers Manager Dave Roberts said. "... for us to get to Cease early, get to their pen, obviously it gave us momentum."

Mookie Betts has homered in consecutive games for the Dodgers. (Ashley Landis/AP)


Another thing that helped the Dodgers survive Wednesday night was a Padres miscalculation. With a chance to clinch the series, San Diego opted for Cease on short rest instead of a bullpen game like what the Dodgers planned against them.
Padres Manager Mike Shildt suggested much of the impetus for starting Cease came from Cease himself. The righty threw 82 pitches since Sept. 25, so despite pitching recently, he was not recently overworked. He was eager to avenge a subpar showing.
Plus, starting Cease sort of counted as playing it safe: If the Padres had concerns about Cease's confidence after he gave up more earned runs in his first 31/3 innings in Game 1 (five) than he did in all but four starts this season, throwing him in Game 4 meant a little less pressure than a winner-take-all. Veteran Yu Darvish, who looked strong in his Game 2 outing, would be rested for that.
But Cease fooled the Dodgers even less Wednesday night than he did in his first start. After Betts, several Los Angeles hitters squared him up, so much so that by the time the Dodgers lineup turned over the first time, he was already trailing and in a two-on, two-out jam.
At that moment, the Padres already had a reliever warming. At that moment, Shohei Ohtani -- who homered against Cease in Game 1 -- was up next. But the reliever was a righty, no better a matchup against the left-handed Ohtani than Cease. So Shildt left Cease in to face him. Ohtani singled to bring home a second run that felt like three. Then, after 38 ineffective pitches that will render Cease unavailable with the Padres' season on the line in Game 5, Shildt walked to the mound and asked him to leave it.
"We got a righty [warming] with Bryan Hoeing, who's more of a groundball guy. We like to have a lefty to go with Ohtani," said Shildt, who did not acknowledge that he could have chosen to warm up a lefty as well. "We had a guy throwing 100, and he put a swing on him."
In fairness, right-handed hitters Betts and Teoscar Hernandez were due next. Going to a lefty for Ohtani would mean lefty-righty matchups for at least the next two hitters. As it turned out, Betts singled against Hoeing to bring home another run. But the Padres had burned one of their best starting pitching weapons with little payoff, and the Dodgers had a much-needed lead.
"[Cease] is throwing 100. You tell me I can start a guy throwing a hundred with a good slider, I'm going to take that guy every time," said Shildt, whose radar gun may have been a little hotter than the ones MLB used to clock Cease around 98. "They put some good swings on him."
When the Padres made decisions, they backfired. When Roberts made decisions, they didn't. And Roberts had to make plenty of decisions as he wove his way through an endless string of bullpen decisions to preserve what was a 5-0 lead by the end of the third but felt closer until the Dodgers opened the game up in the seventh.
Roberts used eight pitchers, many of them in innings they do not normally see. Fireballer Michael Kopech, who closed games for the Dodgers down the stretch, pitched the third inning because the heart of the Padres lineup was as crucial to retire then as it would be a few innings later.
One-time closer Evan Phillips came on in the fifth because Fernando Tatis Jr. was due up with two men on. Phillips got him to send a flyball to deep center field that Kike Hernandez tracked down just in time. After going 6 for 12 with five extra-base hits in the first three games of the series, Tatis went 1 for 4 Wednesday night.
The Dodgers were so attuned to matchups that Kike Hernandez and Chris Taylor, who started the game in center, switched back and forth between that spot and third base throughout the game. An inning later, for example, it was Taylor who tracked down Manny Machado's deep drive to the track.
"Just look at the situation, see what you have on the mound, what the pitcher's got working, and just attack," catcher Will Smith said.
Unfortunately for Smith, the process by which the Dodgers saved their season did not include the sudden revival of a proven big-game starting pitcher. Their best chance at survival Friday might be to do the same grueling bullpen game again.

Padres right-hander Dylan Cease struggled on short rest. (Sean M. Haffey/Getty Images)
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After a big blow from Giancarlo Stanton, the Yankees are back in control
Stanton produces a pair of key hits and the Yankees go on the road to seize a 2-1 lead in the best-of-five series.
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2024-10-10

Giancarlo Stanton is congratulated by teammate Jazz Chisholm Jr. (13) after his eighth-inning home run. (Colin Braley/AP)


KANSAS CITY, Mo. --For all that perplexes in baseball, Giancarlo Stanton makes perfect sense: The most violent swing in the game belongs to a 6-foot-6, 245-pound man who appears as though he was chiseled from a mountain and dropped into the right-hand batter's box. That swing can change the complexion of a game and a series, shush a Kauffman Stadium crowd of 40,312 that has waited nine long years for October baseball and take a 3-1 slider just below the zone into oblivion.
So it was for Stanton, whose 417-foot solo shot in the eighth inning looked as if it would never stop rising, a missile that was the deciding run in the New York Yankees' 3-2 win in Game 3 of the American League Division Series on Wednesday night. The Yankees lead the best-of-five series 2-1 with Game 4 set for Thursday.
"He's a killer," Yankees Manager Aaron Boone said.
"This is what I came here for," Stanton said.
For all Stanton accomplished -- he had three of New York's four hits and quite improbably stole a base -- this hasn't exactly been a dream season for the Yankees slugger. He thumped 27 homers, but hit .233 and missed more than 40 games for the third consecutive year. At 34, his legs often fail him. Lower body injuries have kept him from running full throttle on the bases, which has probably cost the Yankees multiple runs throughout this series.
The Yankees insisted, however, was that he was not only due for a big moment, but perfectly prepared for it. As far as his preparation Wednesday was concerned, he took batting practice well before anyone else, hoping to get used to hitting in Kauffman Stadium.
Widen the aperture and, well, he is a former MVP with 30 games of postseason experience. Between Aaron Judge, Juan Soto and Stanton, the Yankees have paid a hefty price -- $103 million this season, to be precise -- for sluggers with October familiarity.
"He knows how to handle these emotions in the playoffs," Soto said.
"I just admire how well he's able to focus in these big moments and just go to a different place mentally," Boone said.
Stanton's homer off Royals left-hander Kris Bubic laid waste to the notion that luck was the reason the series was knotted before his at-bat. It was an idea brought the forefront 48 hours before by the first man who greeted Stanton at home plate -- third baseman Jazz Chisholm Jr. After Game 2, tucked inside the Yankees clubhouse, Chisholm had insinuated not only that the Yankees were going to win it all, but that the Royals were lucky to knot the series at one game apiece.

Alex Verdugo (24), Aaron Judge (99) and Juan Soto (22) celebrate after the New York Yankees beat the Kansas City Royals, 3-2, in Game Three of the Division Series. (Jamie Squire/Getty Images)


There was some credence to his argument -- the surprise was that he said it out loud. Offer Royals fans truth serum and they would almost certainly provide the same retort. Alas, that is not how it was treated. And truth serum did not exist. So Chisholm was jeered during batting practice -- "Unlucky, huh?" one fan said as Chisholm made weak contact on a pitch; "I ain't never seen nobody boo a bum," Chisholm offered with a grin after the game -- and booed through each one of his four hitless at-bats.
Still, Game 3 offered some evidence.
Soto hammered a ball that would have exited 90 percent of the park but instead was caught in straightaway center; Aaron Judge hit a 114.4 mph line out to a leaping Bobby Witt Jr. at short; Witt flied out on a ball that would have cleared the right-field wall in Yankee Stadium. And that was just the first inning.
In the fourth, Stanton got the Yankees started with another violent swing, which produced a line drive to the base of the wall in center field that pushed across New York's first run. The Yankees then upped the lead to 2-0 when Soto hit a bases-loaded sacrifice fly in the fifth.
By the fifth, thanks to an Adam Frazier single, a Kyle Isbel double that lined its way to the base of the wall in left field, and a Michael Massey triple that found its way under Soto's diving glove in right, the Royals had tied the game at 2. Yankees starter Clarke Schmidt and Royals starter Seth Lugo were each charged for the earned runs.
Debates about luck, about these Yankees and Royals, will persist beyond the conclusion of this series. They will probably center on Judge, and whether luck in a small sample size can explain why perhaps the most dangerous hitter in the game is 6 for 47 in his past 12 postseason games -- the entirety of the 2022 postseason and the first three games of this ALDS. The AL's probable MVP went 0 for 4 with a walk Wednesday.
"He's definitely going to do damage," Stanton said of Judge. "It's only a matter of time. He's had good at-bats. So yeah -- it'll come when we need him most."
But Octobers throw any notion that luck and success are intertwined down the kitchen sink, then keeps the garbage disposal on a few extra seconds for good measure. So for now, this is how Judge is, well, judged. And yet, in truth, teams are remembered for their Octobers, and individuals are remembered for their final acts in the month. Judge will have time to rebound, and the Royals will have to find something Thursday -- and perhaps the weekend -- to spoil his season.
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Derrick Henry is a problem. It's the Commanders' turn to try to solve it.
The NFL's most reliable wrecking ball, now with the Baltimore Ravens, swings toward a Washington defense that just had its best game of the season.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-10-10

In his first season with the Baltimore Ravens, Derrick Henry has continued to run past, and through, defenses. (Julio Cortez/AP)


Ahead of the 2016 NFL draft, ESPN's "Sport Science" tried to explain the marvel of Derrick Henry, a running back out of Alabama whose rare combination of speed and power made him similar to a wrecking ball.
No, really.
"When Henry gets in the open field," the defunct show's host, John Brenkus, proclaimed, "he can build up the same momentum as a wrecking ball swinging at 5 mph!"
The dramatic inflection from Brenkus, the slow-motion video of Henry colliding at full speed with a punching bag and a booming sound effect provided the most apt examples of what defenders -- including the Washington Commanders on Sunday -- have to confront in the 6-foot-2, 247-pounder.
Little has changed in the eight years since that episode aired.
Despite being 30 years old and having logged more than 2,100 carries in his NFL career, Henry is still a human wrecking ball and, somehow, is still playing like a running back in his prime. The four-time Pro Bowl selection left the Tennessee Titans to sign with the Baltimore Ravens in March and is working on another remarkable season, with an NFL-high 572 rushing yards to go with six rushing touchdowns, tied for the most in the league, through Week 5.
He has accumulated 231 of his rushing yards before contact, the second most in the NFL and the most through the first five weeks of any season in his career, according to the NFL's Next Gen Stats. He also has forced 19 missed tackles, per Pro Football Focus, and boasts the same speed he had years ago; in the Ravens' overtime win over the Cincinnati Bengals last week, Henry reached a top speed of 21.46 mph, tied for sixth fastest of his career.
"In a game, in overtime, on a hot day like that toward the end of the game -- and after he's been tackled a number of times -- that kind of speaks for itself," Ravens Coach John Harbaugh said.
It also speaks to the challenge the Commanders (4-1) face Sunday at M&T Bank Stadium. The Ravens (3-2) lead the NFL in total yards (447.6) and rushing yards per game (211.2), and they are second in points per game (29.4) thanks largely to quarterback Lamar Jackson and Henry. Individually, they are among the league's finest runners. Together, they're a force.
To have a chance to slow Henry, the Commanders' focus is on the basics.
"You better have a really good tackling plan, and that's part of his success through the years," Coach Dan Quinn said Wednesday. "Sometimes you see a big back and you think he's just going to run people over, and he has that part of his game. But he can also stiff-arm. We've seen that. And he also has a really good jab step."
Added safety Jeremy Reaves: "You got to show up violent."
In recent weeks, Washington's defense has played with a physicality that Quinn and defensive coordinator Joe Whitt Jr. had sought from the outset. The Commanders held the Cleveland Browns to 212 yards and one third-down conversion last week, and they sacked Deshaun Watson seven times.
But for the season, Washington has allowed 5.12 yards per rush (second most in the league) and 23 explosive runs (of 10 yards or more) for a league-high 20.9 percent explosive run rate, per Next Gen Stats. Henry has 11 explosive runs, tied for fourth in the league.
Against running backs, the Commanders have allowed 2.1 yards before contact per carry, the second most in the NFL through Week 5.
That means Washington has to keep Henry close -- but not too close.

The threat of Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson makes Henry even more difficult to stop. (Stephanie Scarbrough/AP)


"The dude runs hard. He's consistent with what he does," Reaves said. "He's not ducking no contact, so you got to have your mind right when you show up. He has that burst, but he also builds his speed as he's going. So you just got to catch him when he's 10 yards in front of you. If he gets to 15 [or] 20, that's a tough day."
If Henry does, a tough day will get even tougher -- especially if Washington attempts to cover him solo in space and feels the wrath of his stiff-arm.
"Against a player like that [or] any good running back, you want to make sure you're having as few one-man tackles as you can," Quinn said. "You have to work that technique just like any other, where you have to break a stiff-arm down before you enter into the tackle. ... Going through the scout teams and going through the week and evaluating tape and how do you drill it -- is it the same as playing him live? Hell no. There's no one that we have on our team that can simulate him for practice."
Baltimore poses a challenge not just with Henry but with the dual-threat abilities of Jackson, the league's top running quarterback and one of its top runners period. Stopping both will require Washington to be airtight with its tackling and its gap integrity.
Even that might not be enough.
"You have to be really disciplined in the calls and have your eyes on the people to go, and even when you do that, it's still hard," Quinn said. "Games like this come down to tackling and ball-hawking and playing your style really well, because if you just focus on one person, all in the run game, they'll rip you throwing it, too. So you have to be really disciplined in your approach. But that's kind of part of the fun of being in the NFL, man."
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Skip Bayless is off TV but not done arguing about sports
Bayless, 72, spent a decade-plus picking fights on ESPN and Fox Sports. How he's looking for a new home -- and new sparring partners.
By Ben Strauss | 2024-10-10
Skip Bayless materialized on a computer screen one morning this week in a Vanderbilt sweatshirt and with a ball of white fur in his lap.
"This is Hazel," he said. "She is the fiercest Maltese this side of Malta."
"She's a diva," added a voice that came from just off the screen. It was his wife, Ernestine, working on the video call's connection and fidgeting with a straw in Skip's health shake (vanilla cream flavor, 30 grams of protein, no sugar.) "Hazel did not want to leave Skip's side," she said.
Bayless, 72, was as recognizable as ever: full head of hair, square jaw, slight Oklahoma twang. He was in a hearty mood, too. Vanderbilt, his alma mater, had upset top-ranked Alabama for the first time in 40 years over the weekend.
Bayless watched the game in his man cave -- with Hazel, but not Ernestine. "I'm a psycho during the games," Bayless said.
He was back in the cave Sunday night for more good news, a Dallas Cowboys win. After the game, Bayless, who'd logged 51/2 treadmill miles earlier that day, did a back and chest workout.
It was a familiar fall weekend for Bayless, aside from Vanderbilt winning. He spent the last decade-plus as one of the most recognizable faces on ESPN and then Fox Sports. But this week, on Monday morning, he didn't venture onto TV to crow about the Commodores or the Cowboys.
Bayless ended his run on "Undisputed," the Fox Sports debate show he starred on for eight years, when his contract expired this summer. For a guy who made his living by the decibel, it was a quiet end. Ratings had fallen, and the show had never recovered from co-star Shannon Sharpe's departure the previous year.

After his departure from Fox Sports, Bayless is focused on his own grand plans. He wants to create a digital network for a YouTube channel, among other projects. (Ian Maddox/For The Washington Post)


Fox Sports, meanwhile, has declared a pivot away from debate shows. Bayless was the format's first big star, on ESPN's "First Take" alongside Stephen A. Smith, but is less of a philosopher on what it all means.
"I don't have perspective on where it's all going," he said. "I just know who I am, and what I did, and what I do."
Now he is focused on his own grand plans. He wants to create a digital network for a YouTube channel. He's already got his weekly solo show, but he is planning to add an interview show and a debate show. He said he's considering five or six different debate partners, though he declined to name names.
"Maybe someone to lighten me up," he said. (He's also talked to his friend, rapper Lil Wayne, about collaborating.)
His other projects include a book about his years in television (that he says he couldn't write while working for a TV network) and a screenplay centered on a LeBron James-like character that he plans to shop. Asked for any details on the movie, Bayless smirked and offered: "A lot of sex and religion."
Bayless talks these days like any TV star who isn't on TV anymore. There is a freedom to the internet, he said, without any bosses or corporate red tape. But he will have to prove he has a loyal following with a younger demographic than on TV. He was scheduled to appear this week on Barstool's "Pardon My Take" podcast.
"I was able to make some money in television," Bayless said. "Now it's time to make my mark."
"Skip is good at adapting, and he's really in tune with what keeps his audience engaged," said Gabe Goodwin, the founder of digital production company Blue Duck, who's worked with Bayless at ESPN and Fox. "That's the recipe for a great podcast, so I would bet on him."
Yet Fox Sports bet on Bayless, when he and Sharpe clashed, and it's not hard to argue the company bet on the wrong co-host.
Fox Sports paid Sharpe around $5 million left on his contract to leave, according to multiple people familiar with the figures, and rebuilt a show around Bayless with a cast of other contributors. Today, Sharpe is a bigger star than ever, with multiple hit podcasts and a regular role with Smith on "First Take." Bayless was never the same without Sharpe. (Sharpe has said his partnership with Bayless was doomed when Bayless lost respect for him.)
Of Sharpe, Bayless said: "It dumbfounds me [that he said I lost respect for him] ... I only gained respect for Shannon Sharpe day after day after day that he could hang on this show."
Still, Bayless said his departure from Fox had been in the works for years. When his first Fox contract was up a few years ago, he said, he wanted to reunite with Smith at ESPN. Bayless said he had a contract offer from ESPN but that Fox exercised a matching clause.

Skip Bayless was the sports debate format's first big star, on ESPN's "First Take" alongside Stephen A. Smith. (Ron Chenoy-USA TODAY Sports)


"I was devastated. Stephen A. was devastated," Bayless said. "They were obviously not real happy that I would be so disloyal as to try to strong arm my way out of FS1."
Bayless later had extensive discussions about doing an ESPN Plus show with Smith, but that never came to fruition, at least in part, according to two people with knowledge of the discussions, because the network walked away from the deal when Bayless questioned Dak Prescott's leadership skills after the Cowboys quarterback discussed his battle with depression. ("I thought we got past that," Bayless said.)
ESPN, Fox Sports, Smith and Sharpe declined to comment.
The post-Sharpe version of Bayless's show debuted ahead of football season last year, but it shed viewers and never found its footing. Bayless was quick to acknowledge its shortcomings. "My heart was no longer in it because I didn't want Shannon to leave, and I fought for him to stay," he said. "It was a shock they pushed Shannon out."
He said there was no plan to replace Sharpe, and when he was asked to take a two-month break before the new show launched, it sent viewers to the competing "First Take." He was critical of the new show's format, too, which put Bayless in more of a facilitator role.
"After the first show, I said, 'This just doesn't work for me, because I'm a fire starter, and if I moderate, I have to stay moderate,'" Bayless said, adding: "After a while, I didn't even look at the ratings, because I knew what was coming: we would get crushed. And we did get crushed."
Could Bayless have done something different?
"I should have resisted [the plan]," he said.

"Skip is good at adapting, and he's really in tune with what keeps his audience engaged," said Gabe Goodwin, the founder of digital production company Blue Duck, who's worked with Bayless at ESPN and Fox (Ian Maddox/For The Washington Post)


Bayless remains devoted to the craft of debate. If, to some viewers, morning sports conversation is background noise at the gym or the airport, Bayless viewed these debates -- "LeBron vs. Jordan" or "Should the Cowboys re-sign Prescott?" -- as noble crucible among combatants. The debaters are gladiators in the arena matching wits, if not swords. (One gets a similar feeling from Smith, too.)
For more than a decade, Bayless lived in that world. He woke up at 2 a.m. in Los Angeles for "Undisputed" and lives within a two-minute drive of the Fox studios. It is a schedule for a man who appreciates a schedule: games, segments, scoreboards. (Bayless says he has never lost a debate.) He runs on a treadmill in Los Angeles, where it's sunny nearly 300 days a year, to avoid the traffic. He said he has missed two days of cardio since 1998.
Whatever is ahead of Bayless, he also can't help but look back. As he considers his roster of debaters, Bayless was asked if Smith could be a possibility, given Smith's newfound freedom at ESPN to appear on so many outside platforms.
"Could he?" Bayless asked. "That's breaking news to me. I would love to do that, and I will try to do that. Thank you."
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Tennis legend Rafael Nadal, 22-time Grand Slam winner, to retire
The Spanish star, plagued by a series of injuries, said in a video that he will retire after playing in the Davis Cup Finals in November in Malaga, Spain.
By Annabelle Timsit, Cindy  Boren | 2024-10-10

Rafael Nadal salutes the crowd after a 2022 match in Turin, Italy. (Valerio Pennicino/Getty Images)


Spanish tennis legend Rafael Nadal, a 22-time Grand Slam winner, announced Thursday that he will retire next month from the sport, ending a career in which he, along with Roger Federer and Novak Djokovic, dominated men's singles.
Nadal, who has been plagued by a series of injuries over the last few years, said in a video posted on social media that he will retire after playing for Spain in the Davis Cup in Malaga, Spain, Nov. 19-24.
"I am retiring from professional tennis," Nadal, 38, said. "It is obviously a difficult decision. One that has taken me some time to make."
"The reality is that it has been some difficult years, these last two especially," he added. "I don't think I have been able to play without limitations."
His decision leaves Djokovic alone atop the men's Grand Slam singles title table with 24, and counting. Federer, who retired in 2022, has 20. Nadal, the king of clay courts, already has a statue in his honor at Roland Garros in Paris.
Federer and Djokovic, the men with whom he is forever linked in the modern era of tennis, reacted to the announcement on social media.
"What a career, Rafa!" Federer replied to Nadal's announcement on Instagram. "I always hoped this day would never come. Thank you for the unforgettable memories and all your incredible achievements in the game we love. It's been an absolute honor!"
Djokovic weighed in on Instagram from China, where he is playing in a tournament in Shanghai, and promised to attend the Davis Cup matches.
"Rafa, one post is not enough to express the respect I have for you and what you have done for our sport," he wrote. "You have inspired millions of children to start playing tennis and I think that's probably the greatest achievement anyone can wish for. Your tenacity, dedication, fighting spirit is going to be taught for decades. Your legacy will live forever. Only you know what you had to endure to become icon of tennis and sport in general."
Nadal announced his arrival in 2005, using his powerful game to win the French Open in his first attempt. He went on to win the French tournament in 14 of 19 appearances (2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2022). His record at the French Open was 112-4.
He grew up playing on the clay courts of Europe, but he achieved remarkable success on the other Grand Slam surfaces, winning the Australian Open in 2009 and 2022, Wimbledon in 2008 and 2010, and the U.S. Open in 2010, 2013, 2017, 2019.
Three years after his first French Open triumph, he played Federer in a nearly five-hour Wimbledon final that is widely considered to be one of the greatest matches in the sport, winning 6-4, 6-4, 6-7 (5), 6-7 (8), 9-7. With Federer and Djokovic, Nadal formed the sport's "big three," winning 66 Grand Slam titles among them, with only Djokovic now playing and standing alone at 24. Nadal leaves with 22 and Federer is third with 20.
"I feel super, super lucky for all the things I have experienced. I want to thank the tennis industry and everyone in the sport: my long-term colleagues, especially my great rivals," he said.
Over the last few years, however, age and a style of play that punished Nadal's own body perhaps more than opponents meant that he most frequently was in headlines for pulling out of tournaments because of foot injuries and torn abdominal muscles.
In his most recent singles appearance, Nadal, who won a gold medal for Spain in the 2008 Beijing Olympics, played for Spain over the summer in the Paris Olympics at Roland Garros, losing in straight sets to Djokovic. Now, he'll bow out from the sport in Davis Cup play, likely joining Carlos Alcaraz, a four-time Grand Slam singles champion at 21. The two played doubles in the Paris Olympics but fell short of the medal round.
Alcaraz, the heir to Nadal's tennis legacy in Spain, paid tribute to him from China, where he, too, is playing in the Shanghai tournament. "From the child who watched you on television and dreamed of becoming a tennis player to the one who had the immense gift of playing alongside you at Roland Garros representing Spain in the Olympic Games!" he wrote on social media, sharing images of the two through the years. "Thank you very much for being an example at all levels, your legacy is unrepeatable!"
Jannik Sinner, the world's No. 1 player, acknowledged Nadal's contribution to the sport as well as his influence on this next generation. "To have the chance to spend a few weeks training with you a few years ago is something I'll never forget," he wrote on X. "To watch you work as an athlete but also get to know you as a person off the court was even more special. A true legend of the game who paved the way and taught so many of us how to be as a player and as a person."
The record will show that Nadal's last Grand Slam title came in the 2022 French Open, where he gutted out a win while getting numbing injections on his foot in order to compete. He then tore an abdominal muscle at Wimbledon and suffered another injury in the 2023 Australian Open. Finally, he reached the same decision as Federer, that injuries and surgeries would no longer allow him to compete at the level he wanted.
"I leave with the absolute peace of mind of having given my best," he said, "of having made an effort in every way. I can only end by saying a thousand thanks to all. And see you soon."
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U.S. athletes make it plain that Trump's genetic analysis is junk
Despite Trump's rhetoric, if you're looking for aspiration and work ethic, take the first- or second-generation American every time.
By Sally Jenkins | 2024-10-09

Athing Mu, Frances Tiafoe, Xander Schauffele and Sunisa Lee are children of immigrants. (Patrick Smith, Getty Images; Scott Taetsch for The Washington Post; Harry How/Getty Images; Jamie Squire/Getty Images) 


If Donald Trump's theory of "bad genes" were to prevail, it would wipe out American sports greatness wholesale. There go all those DNA-flawed children of immigrants with potential murder in their blood, including a large swath of the Olympic team, a significant portion of the NBA and NFL, and Joe DiMaggio.
Trump's contention that he is a natural athlete who could have been elite is just another line he has been running for decades to boost his borrowing. Some people steal valor; Trump steals an affectation of vigor -- when in fact he is evidently unfamiliar with the real thing, much less what it's derived from.
More than 7 percent of the athletes on Team USA at the Paris Olympics were the children of immigrants. Among them: 2020 gold medal gymnast Sunisa Lee, daughter of Hmong immigrants from Laos; Gabby Thomas, Harvard grad and gold medalist in the 200 meters at the 2024 Paris Games, daughter of a Jamaican American father; Xander Schauffele, gold medalist in golf in the Tokyo Games as well as the 2024 British Open and PGA Championship victor, son of a Taiwanese mother and a German father who met at San Diego's United States International University; and Diana Taurasi, six-time gold medalist and captain of the women's basketball team, daughter of Argentine and Italian parents.
For God's sake, who let these people in to taint our nucleic acids? "You know, now, a murderer, I believe this, it's in their genes," Trump told commentator and radio host Hugh Hewitt, asserting that tides of violent immigrants are pouring over the borders into our pure national pool. "And we got a lot of bad genes in our country right now."
Andre Agassi is the son of an illegal immigrant. As he recounts in his splendid autobiography, "Open," his father, Emmanuel, grew up in Iran in one room with a dirt floor and fought his way to the Olympics as a boxer, then took on an assumed name and doctored his passport to get to America. He spent 14 days on Ellis Island, rode a bus to Chicago and found his first job as an elevator operator before he became a headwaiter.
But leave breeding to Trump, and pro tennis would be played by hemophiliacs because, frankly, those "bad" immigrant genes are all over the sport. Pete Sampras has them -- son of a Greek mother. Jessica Pegula, mother born in Seoul. And Lord knows Frances Tiafoe has got bad markers, son of two immigrants who fled civil war in Sierra Leone, his father becoming a maintenance man and his mother a nurse practitioner.
Trump discussed his superior genetics in an interview with Playboy in 1990, in which he called coal miners genetically stupid. "The coal miner gets black-lung disease, his son gets it, then his son. If I had been the son of a coal miner, I would have left the damn mines," he said. "But most people don't have the imagination -- or whatever -- to leave their mine. They don't have 'it,'" he said. "'It' is an ability to become an entrepreneur, a great athlete, a great writer. You're either born with it or you're not."
Now for congenital nearsightedness, how about such a dullness of vision that you can't see your own self-contradiction as you cling to belief in your innate padded-seat elitism, as opposed to those with lazy or criminal genes, while hounding Haitian immigrants for trying to escape their "mine"? In Trump's varying descriptions over the years, Haitians are AIDS-ridden snackers on cats and dogs from one of those "shithole countries." The Haitians. What to do about them? Like Jozy Altidore, former striker for the U.S. men's soccer team. Pierre Garcon, Super Bowl winner and one of the best receivers Peyton Manning ever had. Jerry Jeudy of the Cleveland Browns, whose mother came from Haiti when she was 14. Blake Griffin, the former NBAer and NCAA player of the year for Oklahoma. Some of the others who infected the NFL with their Haitian gene sequencing: Elvis Dumervil, Cliff Avril and Dominique Rodgers-Cromartie.
And Sony Michel, two-time Super Bowl-winning running back with the New England Patriots and Los Angeles Rams. His mother took a hazardous overnight boat ride with 13 others to Miami and found work as a housekeeper, managing to send him to American Heritage, a good prep school, where his father worked as a janitor and his mother and sister took jobs in the school kitchen to pay his tuition.
How will this country recover from the genetic dilutions brought by people like 22-year-old middle distance runner Athing Mu, world champion in the 800 meters, whose parents are South Sudanese? Jarren Duran, outfielder for the Boston Red Sox and All-Star Game MVP, born in California to a Mexican father? Ilia Malinin, the world champion figure skater at just 19, born in Northern Virginia, the son of Uzbeks?

Diana Taurasi, a six-time gold medalist, is the daughter of immigrants. (Toni L. Sandys/The Washington Post) 


If Trump and other believers in the power of genes think this spoiling of the blood is a recent phenomenon, they better not look too closely at American sports record books. There lies Gene Sarazen, an Italian immigrant's kid whose real name was Saraceni, as well as Lee Trevino, grandson of a Mexican gravedigger, and Tiger Woods, son of a Thai immigrant. And Bob Cousy, greatest basketball passer ever, the offspring of a French immigrant cabdriver. And plow-horse running back and charter member of the Pro Football Hall of Fame Bronko Nagurski, born Branislau, to Polish and Ukrainian parents. And Hank Greenberg, son of Romanian Jews; Yogi Berra and Joe Torre, Italian immigrants' kids; and Rod Carew, from Panama.
Taurasi, whose Argentine mother waitressed part-time at a Sizzler in Chino, Calif., to help support her family, has written eloquently about the "duality" of the immigrant kid's American experience. She suggests why it might actually breed an inordinate number of great champions. It has something to do with "the insider's feeling of opportunity but the outsider's understanding of privilege," she observed in an essay in the Players' Tribune.
It's not a bad theory -- and it's a lot better than Trump's junk genetic analysis. If you're looking for aspiration and work ethic, take the first- or second-generation American every time.
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Francisco Lindor gave the Mets another October moment to remember
New York's star shortstop blasted a decisive grand slam in the sixth inning of NLDS Game 4, lifting the Mets to a 4-1 win and eliminating the Phillies.
By Andrew Golden | 2024-10-10

The swing that sent the Mets to the NLCS: Francisco Lindor's sixth-inning grand slam. (Adam Hunger/AP)


NEW YORK -- The moment was perfect for Francisco Lindor's signature smile. The New York Mets shortstop had just produced the biggest hit in Citi Field history -- a go-ahead missile of a grand slam in the sixth inning Wednesday night that was the decisive blow in a 4-1 win that sent the Mets to the National League Championship Series -- and the ballpark was in his thrall.
But Lindor remained stoic. There were still three innings to play.
"I'm enjoying the moment. I'm living in the moment," he said afterward, when those three innings were complete and the Philadelphia Phillies had been vanquished. "A lot of people are asking me why I'm not reacting, why I'm not reacting to the home runs. I am reacting. I'm celebrating inside. But at the end of the day, the job is not finished until we play 27 outs."
There was plenty of reacting from others. The 44,103 at Citi Field roared as Lindor rounded the bases. Phillies reliever Carlos Estevez, who threw Lindor the 99-mph fastball that streaked over the plate, immediately went into a squat, hands on his knees. Outfielders Brandon Marsh and Nick Castellanos started sprinting to the wall before slowing to a sad walk as the ball landed over the fence in right-center. And there was the Mets' dugout, which practically vibrated as Lindor's teammates spilled out to greet him at the plate.
"I want to win it all," Lindor said. "And ours will be a team that will forever be remembered. This will be a team that comes every 10 years and eat for free everywhere they go. And I want to do that. I want to do that. But the job is not done."
For a moment, there was drama. In the ninth inning, Edwin Diaz walked the first two batters, and the 15-year-old park filled with dread. But the star closer retired the next three batters and euphoria commenced.
Citi Field had been waiting for a moment like this. There had been opportunities to celebrate in its decade and a half of existence. But its occupants had always fallen short at home or won on the road. It wasn't until Wednesday night that they finally clinched a playoff series in Queens.
Now, the Mets await the San Diego Padres or the Los Angeles Dodgers with a trip to the World Series on the line. And they'll have Lindor to thank. It won't be the first time. And the Mets certainly hope it won't be the last.
"We couldn't come up with a big hit until, finally, who else? The MVP," Manager Carlos Mendoza said. "I keep saying you could write a book. You could make a movie, because this is it right here. And then the whole time the inning is unfolding, Lindor is going to do it again. There's no panic. The way he controls the emotions and he hits that ball, it's unbelievable."
The Mets traded for Lindor in January 2021 and signed him to a 10-year, $341 million contract with the belief he would deliver moments like Wednesday's. This year, he put himself firmly in the NL MVP conversation with 33 home runs, even as he missed time with back pain but returned just in time to hit a ninth-inning homer that put the Mets in the playoffs.
His recent heroics have fueled "MVP! MVP!" chants at Citi Field. His smile gleams but has only flashed on occasion this month. It came out late Wednesday night, after that 27th out.
The Phillies, with their star-studded, expensive roster, will have to answer for a third straight postseason trip that came up short. In 2022, they reached the World Series but fell in six games to Houston. Last season, they won 90 games in the regular season and took a 3-2 series lead back home but lost two straight in the NLCS to Arizona. And this team, winner of 95 games during the regular season with a roster that appeared built for October, is heading home with a loss in its final game.
Credit the Mets' pitching or blame the Phillies' offense, which scored two runs or fewer in three of the series' four games. On Wednesday, they finished with just two hits off Jose Quintana, who hasn't allowed an earned run this offseason. The Phillies scored their run on a fourth-inning error by Mark Vientos on a ball that didn't leave the infield.
And they squandered 41/3 scoreless innings and eight strikeouts from Ranger Suarez, the 29-year-old lefty. He threw 97 pitches, walking four and allowing five hits. But the Mets failed to do any damage -- until Lindor came up in the sixth.
"He's the guy you want up at the plate in that situation," Mets left fielder Brandon Nimmo said. "You think that good things are going to happen when he's up at the plate, especially with the bases loaded. We were trying to break that dam down all night . . . We just weren't able to break it down until he came to the plate. And you're just thinking: 'This is it. This is where we break through.'"
When it was over, once Diaz had struck out Kyle Schwarber and stranded a pair of runners, Jose Iglesias ran to Lindor and jumped into his arms. He held him up. Soon, the whole infield was hugging Lindor. Then, all of the position players. Eventually, the whole team was jumping at second base with Lindor at the center.
After a few minutes had passed, Lindor left the crowd and was all alone down the first base line. He raised his hands toward the crowd as it chanted "MVP!" one final time. He clapped his hand against his glove over and over. And then, finally, he cracked a smile.

Lindor allows himself a smile after the Mets put the wraps on a series win over the Phillies to advance to the NLCS. "I'm enjoying the moment. I'm living in the moment," Lindor said. (Adam Hunger/AP)
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College football best bets: Don't expect high scoring in Ohio State-Oregon 
Points could be at a premium in the top-five battle Saturday between the Buckeyes and the Ducks.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-10-10

Ohio State's fearsome pass rush hopes it can get to Oregon quarterback Dillon Gabriel on Saturday. (Jason Mowry/Getty Images)


Last week's picks went a sterling 4-0, putting this column at 12-12 for the season after a dismal start. Let's see if we can keep it going with some more winners Saturday.
This column will give out four college football picks per week: the game of the week, a favorite, an underdog and a wild card, which can be anything (another favorite or underdog in a game that might be flying under the radar or a total, for instance). Hopefully we'll all be in good shape by the time the clock hits zero at the national championship game in Atlanta on Jan. 20.
All times Eastern.
No. 2 Ohio State at No. 3 Oregon
7:30 p.m., NBC
The pick: under 53.5 (DraftKings)
Neither of these offenses operates at a particularly fast clip, with the Ducks ranking 79th nationally in seconds per play and the Buckeyes tied for 88th. And both of the defenses are elite: Ohio State allows 0.467 points per opponent drive (No. 4 in the country), while Oregon is 13th nationally in defensive success rate. Ducks quarterback Dillon Gabriel also has struggled when pressured: His Pro Football Focus grade drops from 89.9 with a clean pocket to 64.5 when blitzed and 61.5 under pressure, and the Buckeyes have the nation's second-best PFF pass-rush grade behind Michigan. Oregon's offense also is averaging only 3.56 points per good drive, which is defined as a drive that results in a touchdown of longer than 40 yards or one that gains a first down inside an opponent's 40-yard line. That ranks 79th nationally. Combine it all, and I think a low-scoring game is on tap.
Stanford at No. 11 Notre Dame
3:30 p.m., NBC
The pick: Notre Dame -23.5 (FanDuel)
Give Fighting Irish Coach Marcus Freeman extra time to prepare, and the results generally are good. Take away his first game as Notre Dame coach, a Fiesta Bowl loss to Oklahoma State after Brian Kelly's unexpected departure to LSU following the 2021 regular season, and his Fighting Irish teams are 8-0 against the spread in season openers, after bye weeks and in bowl games. Three of those covers were as favorites of at least 20.5 points, and Notre Dame covered those three big spreads by an average of 21 points. Saturday, the Fighting Irish are coming off a bye to take on a Stanford team that has not looked competitive since its two-point road upset of Syracuse on Sept. 20, a game in which the Cardinal was outgained by 1.2 yards per play. As of this writing, it's unclear who is going to start at quarterback for Stanford, but I'm not sure it will matter: Ashton Daniels, who missed this past weekend's loss to Virginia Tech with a lower-body injury, has six interceptions against only five touchdowns, and Justin Lamson threw for only 103 yards against the Hokies. Notre Dame leads the nation in defensive success rate per drop back and is second in expected points allowed per drop back.
Miami (Ohio) at Eastern Michigan
2 p.m., ESPN Plus
The pick: Eastern Michigan +2.5 (DraftKings)
I'm not sure what Miami has accomplished to be a road favorite here, other than the 2023 Mid-American Conference championship that now kind of seems like a distant memory. The RedHawks have one victory, over terrible Massachusetts, and they needed a last-second field goal to force overtime, then needed the Minutemen to miss a field goal in the first possession of the extra session to eke out a 23-20 win. That game was the only one in which Miami exceeded 20 points, and its offense and defense both rank worse than 100th nationally in success rate. Eastern Michigan's offense is ranked No. 45 in success rate, its defense is at least capable in a bend-but-don't-break kind of way -- which should be plenty against a moribund offense such as Miami's -- and its only loss this season was to last year's national finalist Washington. I'll take the home dog here.
Arkansas State at Texas State
7 p.m., ESPN Plus
The pick: Texas State -14.5 (DraftKings or FanDuel)
We're back again with another fade of Arkansas State, a 3-2 team with the body of work of an 0-5 team. In Week 1, the Red Wolves needed a last-second touchdown to beat Central Arkansas of the lower-level Football Championship Subdivision in a game they were outgained by two yards per play (a massive single-game number). The next weekend, Arkansas State was again outgained in terms of yards per play, this time by Tulsa, and lost only one of three fumbles in a 28-24 win. In this past weekend's 18-16 win over South Alabama, its opponent self-destructed because of penalties (11 for 100 yards) and two trips inside the Red Wolves 21-yard line that resulted in zero points (on an interception and turnover on downs). Only four quarterbacks have more touchdown passes than the 15 thrown by Texas State quarterback Jordan McCloud, and Arkansas State's pass defense ranks 112th nationally in success rate allowed per drop back. The Red Wolves get exposed here.
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Hurricane Milton shreds roof of Tampa Bay Rays stadium
Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg, Fla., had been turned into a 10,000-person camp to support rescue operations. Video showed its roof fabric blowing in the storm.
By Kelsey Ables | 2024-10-10

Drone footage shows the torn off roof and destruction inside Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg on Oct. 9.


The roof of Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg, Fla., was torn apart late Wednesday as Hurricane Milton unleashed powerful winds across the area, also taking down trees and toppling a construction crane.
The local government said in a statement that no injuries were reported at the field, but it urged the public to avoid the area until further notice and continue to shelter in place. Milton made landfall near Sarasota on Wednesday night as a Category 3 hurricane and left millions of customers without power as it barreled across the Florida peninsula, according to PowerOutage.us.
Before the storm, the Florida Division of Emergency Management turned Tropicana Field into a 10,000-person base camp "to support ongoing debris operations and post-landfall responders," a Tuesday statement from Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) said. An image, circulated by a Florida news station this week, showed the arena packed with cots.
Nicknamed "The Trop," the 1.1-million-square-foot, multipurpose stadium is home to the Tampa Bay Rays baseball team. The ballpark's roof was built to withstand winds of up to 115 mph, the team's media guide says, describing it as "the world's largest cable-supported domed roof."

The roof of Tropicana Field, home of the Tampa Bay Rays, was ripped off during Hurricane Milton in St. Petersburg, Fla., on Oct. 9.


But footage of Tropicana Field, shared on social media by former NFL tight end Dave Moore, who was riding out the storm nearby, shows bright lights on the inside of the arena exposed and shredded roof fabric blowing in the wind.
"Praying for Tampa Bay and all areas affected. Stay safe, everyone," Moore wrote.
For some, Tropicana Field's damage recalled the destruction of Hurricane Katrina in 2005, when winds shredded the roof of New Orleans's Superdome, where more than 20,000 people were sheltering, allowing rain to pour inside. Before the storm, the roof was believed to be equipped to withstand winds of 200 mph, according to the AP.
As climate change increases the intensity of hurricanes, wildfires and floods, stadiums are expected to become vital resources for communities, making Tropicana Field's roof damage particularly noteworthy. In September, The Washington Post reported that the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the NFL are working together to transform football stadiums across the United States into emergency shelters and other venues needed during disasters.
Some commenters online tried to make light of the situation in St. Petersburg on Wednesday night. Poking fun at the Tampa Bay Rays' less than stellar performance in recent seasons, one commenter on Instagram wrote: "Not even the roof wanted to see another TB Rays season."
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The Hilltoppers have eyes: WKU's helmets are talk of college football    
All eyes will be on Western Kentucky's Big Red helmets during Thursday's game against UTEP.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-10-10

Western Kentucky will be sporting helmets featuring the eyeballs of its gloriously weird mascot, Big Red. (Western Kentucky University)


Most years, a Thursday night college football game between winless UTEP and Western Kentucky might struggle to attract eyeballs. But this week's game is garnering all sorts of attention, thanks in great measure to a pair of eyeballs that will be staring right back at the football-watching public.
Feast your eyes on the helmets Western Kentucky will be wearing:
Those eyes belong to Big Red, the Hilltoppers' notably bizarre mascot, and the helmets were unveiled with great fanfare last week while Western Kentucky's football team had an open date. It's the third straight year the Hilltoppers will pay homage to Big Red. In 2022, they wore helmets with a decal of the mascot throwing a pass. Last year, the Big Red decals were position-specific, with Big Red throwing a pass for quarterbacks, striking the Heisman Trophy pose for running backs, catching the ball for wide receivers and so on.
"We had been using these special Big Red helmets for one game each of the last two years, starting out with the quarterback Big Red and then last year with position-specific Big Reds," Jared MacDonald, Western Kentucky's director of athletic communications and media relations, said this week. "So we were kind of like: 'All right, this is going really well. What do we do next year?' This was the next step for us."
MacDonald said he could not recall who came up with the idea to put Big Red's eyes on the helmets, noting that a lot of people and departments were involved. He did cite the team's equipment staff for implementing the idea, however.
"They've had a lot of really cool things that they've done in their department," MacDonald said. "They tried it out, they liked the way it looked, then it kind of went on from there."
Big Red has been delighting and confounding audiences since 1979, when school officials were struggling to come up with a mascot. (The school's athletic teams take their Hilltoppers name from the fact that Western Kentucky's campus sits atop a 232-foot hill in Bowling Green, a fact that isn't exactly easy to illustrate in mascot form.) Ralph Carey, a senior at the school who had experience with costumed characters after working at an amusement park, sketched out "a plump, fuzzy, round, red creature that was distinguished by a huge mouth capable of smiling, frowning and eating anything smaller than a breadbox," according to a history of Big Red posted on the website of the school's archives. "It could also maneuver with relative [ease] yet still use its arms and legs to express itself.
"It seemed perfect," the story continued, and on Dec. 1, 1979, Big Red was introduced to the world at the home opener for the Western Kentucky men's basketball team. It -- Big Red is officially genderless -- since has become an icon of the mascot world, making appearances on television shows and "SportsCenter" commercials:
"It makes it really easy to promote the school just because Big Red is such a recognizable name and face and shape," MacDonald said. "In college athletics, it's one of the most popular mascots in the country and it's a mascot that a lot of people get excited about seeing. ... We try to take advantage of that, strategically."
Last year's Big Red helmet reveal was a smashing success, generating more than $1 million in social media and earned media value. Portions of the proceeds from merchandise featuring last year's helmet logos went right back to the athletes via the school's name, image and likeness initiative, and eyeball-intensive gear is on sale again this year.
MacDonald was mum about what's next for Big Red helmets, but plans are in the works.
"We're always trying to take the next step, but it's still early in the process," he said. "How can we one-up this?"
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NFL best bets for Week 6: Kirk Cousins and the Falcons will roll
The best value plays for Week 6 of the NFL season, plus picks for every game.

By Neil Greenberg | 2024-10-10

Kirk Cousins and the Falcons have won three of their last four, and should keep it going Sunday against the Panthers. (Butch Dill/AP) 


Let's focus on the positive after an underwhelming week at the ticket window. I said to expect ugly offense from the Las Vegas Raiders and Denver Broncos, and there was -- but sadly, it was only from the Raiders, and Denver's 34-18 win made the under a loser. The Green Bay Packers, meanwhile, had a rough first half against the Los Angeles Rams that included three drives going three-and-out plus a pick-six by Jordan Love. They still wound up with 24 points (and a win), but my prediction of Green Bay to score more than 251/2 points did not hit. My point spread picks in Week 5 went 10-3-1, an overall performance indicating that the analysis is right, even if the selection of best bets needs to be better. That starts this week.
One thing to note is how much parity there appears to be in the NFL this season, at least in terms of the betting markets. The average favorite has been giving four points per game this season, the smallest number since 2002, per data from TruMedia (brought to my attention by ESPN's Stats and Info). There are five underdogs of at least five points this week, but only the Cleveland Browns creep past the key number of seven.
Best bets record in 2024: 3-9 (1-1 on player props)
Picks were made against the consensus point spreads as of Wednesday morning; odds that have since changed have been updated in bold type, but picks are locked in at the earlier odds.
Bye week: Kansas City Chiefs, Los Angeles Rams, Miami Dolphins and Minnesota Vikings
Sunday, 4:25 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Atlanta Falcons -6
The Atlanta Falcons, fresh off a dominating performance by quarterback Kirk Cousins in a comeback win over Tampa Bay, will look to move to 3-0 in the division against a Carolina Panthers team dealing with multiple significant injuries. Carolina's starting center Austin Corbett tore his biceps last week and is out for the season while right tackle Taylor Moton is set to miss the first game of his career with a triceps injury. Panthers quarterback Andy Dalton, like most passers, sees his production decline when facing pressure. With so many key injuries on the offensive line, you have to think Atlanta's defense is going to be after Dalton all game long.
Other injury concerns for Carolina include linebackers Shaq Thompson (torn Achilles) and Josey Jewell (hamstring/groin), cornerback Dane Jackson (hamstring) and pass rusher Jadeveon Clowney (shoulder). Wide receiver Adam Thielen was put on the injured reserve with a hamstring injury in September.
Healthy or not, Carolina's defense has been poor this season. Teams are scoring six more points than expected per game against them after accounting for the down, distance and field position of each play, per data from TruMedia. Only three teams have been worse in that metric.
Sunday, 4:05 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Denver Broncos +3
Denver's defense has been one of the best in the league, allowing almost 13 fewer points per game than expected -- the second-best mark in the NFL. Plus, rookie quarterbacks like Bo Nix tend to play a little better at home than on the road.
The Chargers, meantime, could have easily lost their opener against the Las Vegas Raiders if not for three turnovers and a missed field goal by the Raiders. The Chargers' only other win came against the struggling Panthers, and both their losses were by at least a touchdown.
The plays above represent our best bets of the week, because our analysis shows their value is the most lucrative compared with what we expect to happen on the field. Below, you will find against-the-spread picks for all of the games on this week's schedule.
However, trying to pick every game is something of a fool's errand. The house wins so often partly because bettors try to make too many plays when the odds aren't in their favor. Keep that in mind when evaluating the remaining games from this week's schedule.
Thursday, 8:15 p.m. | Prime Video
Pick: San Francisco 49ers -31/2
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. | NFL Network
Pick: Chicago Bears -2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Baltimore Ravens -61/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Green Bay Packers -51/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Houston Texans -7
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Tampa Bay Buccaneers -31/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Philadelphia Eagles -9
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Tennessee Titans +11/2
Sunday, 4:25 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Dallas Cowboys +3
Sunday, 4:05 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Pittsburgh Steelers -3
Sunday, 8:20 p.m. | NBC
Pick: New York Giants +31/2
Monday, 8:15 p.m. | ESPN, ESPN2
Pick: New York Jets +21/2
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Ex-NFL Media reporter Jim Trotter says lawsuit against league is resolved
Jim Trotter, now with the Athletic, said the league agreed to make a donation in support of a scholarship foundation benefitting journalism students at HBCUs.
By Des Bieler | 2024-10-10

Jim Trotter had accused the NFL of retaliating against him after he asked a pointed, public question of Commissioner Roger Goodell. (Kirby Lee/USA Today Sports)


Former NFL Media reporter Jim Trotter announced Wednesday that he and the league came to a resolution on a lawsuit he filed last year after his contract was not renewed. Trotter alleged at the time that he was let go by the NFL as an act of retaliation for challenging its record on diversity in its hiring practices.
In his announcement Wednesday, Trotter said the NFL agreed to make a donation in support of a scholarship foundation he would create to benefit journalism students at historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs).
"I am proud to have the opportunity to help and support HBCU students achieve their goals and dreams," Trotter said in a statement, "just as scholarships afforded me those opportunities when I was a student at Howard University."
A spokesman for the NFL did not immediately respond Wednesday evening to a request for comment.
Trotter, now a columnist for the New York Times-owned sports website the Athletic, sued the NFL in September 2023 after he learned the previous March that the league was parting ways with him. The lawsuit, filed in a New York federal court, said he had received indications late in 2022 that his contract would be renewed but that things changed after he asked a pointed question of NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell at a "State of the League" news conference just before last year's Super Bowl.
The question, in which Trotter noted that in his five years with the NFL, the league "never had a Black person in senior management in our newsroom," was soon followed by expressions of consternation from some NFL executives, according to the lawsuit. The league was also accused of having a pattern of "discriminatory practices" and a "documented history of silencing, retaliating against and 'blackballing' Black men who speak out about such conduct."
The lawsuit claimed the NFL's conduct violated language in the Civil Rights Act of 1866 and in New York state and city human rights laws. Trotter retained the same law firm, Wigdor LLP, that filed a 2022 class-action lawsuit against the NFL on behalf of former Miami Dolphins head coach Brian Flores (now the defensive coordinator for the Minnesota Vikings) and other Black coaches and team front office employees. That legal action, which is still active, accused the league of being "rife with racism, particularly when it comes to the hiring and retention of Black Head Coaches, Coordinators and General Managers."
As examples of "discriminatory and/or hostile conduct by his employers" that Trotter witnessed while working for the NFL, his lawsuit included a pair of comments attributed to team owners. During a period when players were protesting against racial injustice and police brutality, Buffalo Bills owner Terry Pegula was said to have remarked: "If the Black players don't like it here, they should go back to Africa and see how bad it is."
Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones, in response to a question from Trotter regarding the relative lack of Black executives in team front offices, was said to have responded: "If Blacks feel some kind of way, they should buy their own team and hire who they want to hire."
In both cases, per the lawsuit, no action was taken by the league after Trotter raised concerns about the comments.
After the lawsuit was filed, Jones and Pegula denied the accuracy of the quotes attributed to them. A league spokesman said then that the NFL investigated the accusation regarding Pegula.
"We take his concerns seriously but strongly dispute his specific allegations, particularly those made against his dedicated colleagues at NFL Media," the league said at the time in a statement. "Mr. Trotter's departure from NFL Media was one of many difficult decisions -- similar to decisions recently made by many other media organizations -- to address a challenging economy and a changing media environment."
On Wednesday, Trotter thanked his attorneys and other contributors for helping get his foundation "up and running so quickly." Named "Work, Plan, Pray" after a maxim Trotter said he often heard uttered by former San Diego Chargers linebacker Junior Seau, the foundation aims to assist students at HBCUs in pursuing degrees in sports journalism and sports management.
"As someone who has been a professional journalist for nearly four decades, it pains me that more African Americans are not at the table when determining what is a story, who will cover a story, and how a story will be framed -- particularly when it involves African American athletes, coaches and executives," Trotter wrote on the foundation's website. "Too often, these individuals' life experiences and cultural experiences are not represented during coverage discussions, which ultimately contributes to a mistrust of the media."
A member of Trotter's legal team, Wigdor attorney David E. Gottlieb, said (via the Associated Press) that his client "should be applauded for using this opportunity to create a charity with the mission of helping Black sports journalism students and creating more diversity in his field, consistent with the goals of his lawsuit from the start."
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Wizards steady themselves defensively in a preseason loss to the Knicks
Karl-Anthony Towns's new squad played its starters deep into the third quarter as the Wizards fell, 117-94, at Madison Square Garden.
By Varun Shankar | 2024-10-10

The Knicks' Mikal Bridges sizes up the Wizards' Kyle Kuzma on Wednesday night at Madison Square Garden. (Evan Bernstein/Getty Images)


NEW YORK -- The Washington Wizards lost to the New York Knicks, 117-94, in their second preseason game Wednesday night at Madison Square Garden.
Kyshawn George and Corey Kispert led the Wizards with 14 points apiece. Washington fell behind by 12 early but grabbed the lead -- something it failed to do in its preseason opener against the Toronto Raptors on Sunday -- by surging to close the first quarter. New York took command from there.
Washington resumes its preseason Friday with a home matchup against Toronto.
Here's what to know about the Wizards' loss:

The Wizards' Bilal Coulibaly drives on the Knicks' Josh Hart. (Evan Bernstein/Getty Images)


Listen to Coach Brian Keefe talk about these Wizards for a few minutes and, chances are, he will mention the need to play with consistent defensive effort. It's part of the organization's push for the young squad to build good habits.
But after Sunday's preseason opener in Montreal, Keefe said he only saw appropriate intensity in the second quarter. That lack of effort showed on the scoresheet -- Toronto shot better than 60 percent in each of the other three quarters.
"We definitely lapsed in our focus defensively," Kispert said before Wednesday's game.
That focus improved against New York.
The Knicks, who acquired Karl-Anthony Towns late last month, are still figuring things out and played their starters until late in the third quarter. Washington held New York to 39.6 percent shooting in the first half and 40.3 percent through three quarters. Some of that was tied to the Knicks' shooting struggles -- they missed 29 three-pointers in the game, many of them uncontested looks. But Washington had nine blocks and outrebounded New York by seven.
"We came out with force," Keefe said. "... [We made them] take tough shots. They made a few, but I thought our defensive effort was good."
Some of Washington's defensive strides were the result of its offseason decisions. The Wizards added size -- particularly with their three draft selections -- and Keefe said that increased height and length allows them to play different coverages, pressure the ball and protect the rim.
No. 2 pick Alex Sarr is a prime example. At 19, he already seems to be an effective and versatile defender.
He was the Wizards' starting power forward next to Jonas Valanciunas but played much of the latter part of the game at center, finishing with three blocks, nine rebounds and many effective contests. His offense was more limited: He shot 5 for 14 for 12 points and did not get to the free throw line.
George, the No. 24 pick who stands 6-foot-8, blocked three shots. His length forced a deflection in the first quarter -- he grabbed a loose ball, brought it around his back to protect it in traffic and went coast-to-coast for a layup.
George's offensive game was largely unknown as he entered the league -- he averaged 7.6 points in his one year at the University of Miami. On Wednesday, he handled the ball extensively, initiating plays as the point guard and effectively creating for himself. He shot 5 for 6 from the field and made both of his three-point attempts.
As a rookie last season, Bilal Coulibaly often was tasked with defending the opponent's best player. His performance hinted at more opportunities in his second NBA campaign. Anticipating that, he added 10 pounds to a wiry frame and estimated earlier in training camp that he's up to about 205.
"Whenever I'm going to get a bump on somebody, I feel like it works," he said during training camp.
But that added weight didn't help Coulibaly against Knicks star Jalen Brunson, who scored 23 points on 7-for-10 shooting in 23 minutes. He duped Coulibaly in the second quarter, fooling him with a half-spin to create space inside for a layup.
"He had me on that one. I'm not going to lie -- that was a good move," Coulibaly said.
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Caitlin Clark is box office: 10 charts that illustrate her WNBA impact
Caitlin Clark changed the WNBA during her rookie season. Her statistics, attendance, TV ratings and popularity tell the story.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-10-09
Caitlin Clark's immediate impact on the WNBA was impossible to miss: Rows of No. 22 jerseys dotted the stands from coast to coast, Indiana Fever games were occasionally moved to NBA arenas to accommodate the swelling crowds, and her rookie of the year campaign was daily fodder for social media users and television talking heads. Never before has a WNBA star managed to be a household name in so many households.

Fever guard Caitlin Clark signs autographs after a game against the Washington Mystics at Capital One Arena in June. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


The scope of Clark's popularity, which began during her record-setting career at the University of Iowa, can start to blur in the day-to-day madness that engulfed her first season, which ended with the Fever's first playoff trip since 2016. Clark, 22, took the WNBA to new heights by every important business metric: attendance, television ratings, merchandise sales and social media engagement.
The following charts help illustrate the "Caitlin Clark effect," which was explored on a recent episode of the "Post Reports" podcast.
Clark's electric offensive game blends speed, shooting range and vision. Despite her rookie status, Clark stepped in as the engine of the Fever's offense and guided the most efficient attack in franchise history. Clark, who averaged 19.2 points, 5.7 rebounds and 8.4 assists, ranked fifth in points and first in assists.
Clark's magnetic pull, which began years ago in Iowa City, made a smooth transition to Indianapolis. During the regular season, the Fever drew an average of 17,036 fans according to AcrossTheTimeline.com -- the highest in WNBA history. In one season, the Fever went from ranking 11th out of 12 teams in attendance to leading the league, easily topping the New York Liberty, which was second at 12,730.
More than 2.3 million fans attended WNBA games this season, a record during the modern 12-team era for the relatively young league that has endured struggles at the gate. What's more, all 12 teams saw their total attendance increase by at least 17 percent from last season.
Even within this boom, Clark and the Fever stood alone. After averaging 4,067 fans in 2023, Indiana enjoyed more than a fourfold increase in its average attendance. No other team managed to double its attendance.
It's one thing to be a hometown draw; it's quite another to be a national phenomenon. Perhaps the most impressive aspect of Clark's box office appeal was her ability to pull fans no matter where she played. In Washington, Clark and the Fever drew 20,711 fans to Capital One Arena on Sept. 19, setting the WNBA record for a regular season game.
Time and again, attendance figures soared when Clark came to town.
There was little doubt the WNBA's television profile was going to increase with Clark. After all, Iowa's 2023 national championship game appearance against LSU had pulled in 9.9 million viewers, and its 2024 title game loss to South Carolina drew 18.9 million viewers, topping the men's tournament final.
Indiana's two first-round playoff games against the Connecticut Sun averaged 2.17 million viewers. That figure was nearly triple the audience for the 2023 WNBA Finals between the Las Vegas Aces and the Liberty, which averaged 728,000 viewers across four games.
According to data compiled by Sportsnaut.com, the Fever played in all of the WNBA's 15 most-watched games this season. Remarkably, Indiana played in 19 of the 22 regular season games that drew at least 1 million viewers. ESPN's broadcasts of WNBA games averaged a record 1.19 million viewers, according to the league. The network also televised its seven highest-rated WNBA games of all time this season; Clark's Fever appeared in all seven. Similarly, CBS averaged a record 1.10 million viewers -- boosted by its two highest-rated games featuring Indiana.
Clark's Fever faced fellow rookie Angel Reese and the Chicago Sky on June 23 in the season's most-watched game: 2.302 million viewers. By comparison, the highest-rated regular season game without Clark was May 18 between the Aces and the Los Angeles Sparks, which drew 1.34 million. It's worth noting this aired on ABC immediately after a game between the Fever and Liberty.
Clark's presence also drove major increases for tentpole WNBA events. The 2024 draft, when the Fever selected Clark with the first pick, drew 2.45 million viewers, more than quadruple the 2023 draft's 572,000 viewers. And the 2024 All-Star Game, which pitted Clark, Reese and other WNBA stars against the U.S. women's team headed to the Paris Olympics, drew 3.44 million viewers, more than four times the 850,000 who watched in 2023.
Though Clark faced questions about how quickly she would transition from college to the pros, she earned all-star honors and was fourth in MVP voting as a rookie. Based on sheer popularity, she was in a league of her own. Clark ranked first in jersey sales, and she outpaced all of her colleagues, including MVP A'ja Wilson of the Aces, in all-star fan votes.
All told, the WNBA said it received more than 10 million all-star votes in 2024 -- a fivefold increase from 2023.
Clark is seemingly everywhere online thanks to social clips of her logo three-pointers and daring passes. The WNBA reported it received almost 2 billion social media views during the season; the Fever, meanwhile, announced in August that it had received more than 800 million views over the previous four months. In other words, Indiana received more than twice as many views from mid-April to mid-August as the entire WNBA received during the 2023 regular season.
Google search patterns help clarify Clark's singular impact. The search engine assigns a rating from 0 to 100 based on the popularity of a given term from that location: A score of 100 reflects the location with the highest popularity, while a score of 50 is half as popular.
From 2020 to 2023, Nevada received the highest popularity score -- 100 -- for the search term "WNBA." That should come as no surprise given the success of the Aces, who won the 2022 and 2023 titles. Meanwhile, Clark's home state of Iowa scored a 41 in 2020, a 40 in 2021, a 25 in 2022 and a 41 in 2023 -- before breaking through in 2024 with a score of 100.
While Clark's popularity has blown away the competition in the women's ranks, she also has mounted a strong challenge to the NBA's biggest star: LeBron James.
Time will tell whether Clark can approach James's longevity, but her extraordinary effect on the WNBA has earned praise from the four-time NBA MVP.
"I have a great deal of respect for Caitlin Clark because I know exactly what it means to be drafted, be the face of a franchise and also get the scrutiny from a lot of people that don't believe you're ready for the next jump, don't believe you're ready for the big leagues and just don't think that you belong," James told Esquire recently. "She's a transcendent player."
Graphics by Artur Galocha. Illustration by The Washington Post with photo by Joe Buglewicz/Getty Images.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-10-10
NFL
8:15 p.m. San Francisco at Seattle >>> Prime Video, WJFK (106.7 FM), WTEM (980 AM)
MLB PLAYOFFS -- DIVISION SERIES
6 p.m. American League, Game 4: Cleveland at Detroit >>> TNT,WSBN (630 AM)
8 p.m. American League, Game 4: New York Yankees at Kansas City >>> TBS
WNBA FINALS
8 p.m. Game 1: Minnesota at New York >>> ESPN
NBA PRESEASON
8 p.m. Los Angeles Lakers at Milwaukee >>> NBA TV
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
7:30 p.m. Coastal Carolina at James Madison >>> ESPN2
8 p.m. UTEP at Western Kentucky >>> ESPNU
8 p.m. Middle Tennessee at Louisiana Tech >>> CBS Sports Network
GOLF
7:30 a.m. DP World Tour: Open de France, first round >>> Golf Channel
5 p.m. PGA Tour: Black Desert Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
11 p.m. LPGA Tour: LPGA Shanghai, second round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
Noon UEFA Nations League: North Macedonia at Latvia >>> Fox Sports 2
2:45 p.m. UEFA Nations League: Greece at England >>> Fox Sports 2
3 p.m. Africa Cup of Nations, qualifying: Togo at Algeria >>> BeIN Sports
TENNIS
5 a.m. ATP: Shanghai Masters, quarterfinals; WTA: Wuhan Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
11 p.m. ATP: Shanghai Masters, quarterfinals; WTA: Wuhan Open, quarterfinals >>> Tennis Channel
WOMEN'S COLLEGE SOCCER
7 p.m. North Carolina State at Virginia >>> ACC Network
7 p.m. Alabama at Auburn >>> SEC Network
7:30 p.m. Nebraska at Rutgers >>> Big Ten Network
9 p.m. Oklahoma at Texas >>> SEC Network
9:30 p.m. Michigan State at Oregon >>> Big Ten Network
WOMEN'S COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL
9 p.m. Baylor at BYU >>> Fox Sports 1
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The combustible Padres have found the right spark against the Dodgers
After two days of tension and drama, San Diego fought off Los Angeles in Game 3 and is one win away from taking the NLDS.
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-10-09

Fernando Tatis Jr. and the San Diego Padres are one win away from eliminating the Los Angeles Dodgers in a National League Division Series. (Gregory Bull/AP)


SAN DIEGO -- It is telling of the pace at which October churns that the loudest 48 hours in the history of this rivalry would somehow end like this: With weary Freddie Freeman, leaning against his locker in a near-silent clubhouse after a 6-5 loss to the San Diego Padres, saying all the right things with another Los Angeles Dodgers season sliding away.
"I like that we fought," Freeman said. " ... I know Dodger fans don't want to hear about fighting and stuff. But take the positives, come back out tomorrow."
Ironically, Dodgers fans, like Padres fans, like everyone in the extended baseball universe, spent the two days leading up to Game 3 of this National League Division Series rubbernecking at fighting and stuff after on-field hostility spilled into an off-day war of words.
Manny Machado was mad at Dodgers starter Jack Flaherty for hitting Fernando Tatis Jr. in Game 2. Dodgers Manager Dave Roberts was "unsettled" by Machado throwing a baseball Roberts's way in the dugout after that. Padres Manager Mike Shildt was mad at Roberts for suggesting Machado would throw a ball at him intentionally. And the Padres were so mad at Fox Sports analyst Ken Rosenthal for writing a column critical of Machado that they refused to make any players available to him for previously scheduled in-game interviews during Game 3.
All that tension settled in over Petco Park like the marine layer Tuesday night, and two batters into the game, history threatened to repeat itself -- and in so doing, unleash it.
Mookie Betts hit a high flyball that looked a lot like the one he hit Sunday in Game 2. That flyball descended into the left field corner at Dodger Stadium, where Jurickson Profar reached into the crowd and grabbed it, then fooled everyone -- including Betts -- by acting as if he hadn't. This time, when Profar reached over San Diego's version of the left field wall, the ball bounced off his glove instead.
But because of what happened Sunday, Betts was convinced Profar caught it and was being coy again. Discouraged, Betts stopped his home run trot somewhere around second base and headed toward the dugout. This time, umpires stopped him. This time, he could score.
From then on, nothing that happened Tuesday reflected anything that came before it. If there were any concern Dodgers pitchers would hit Machado for the dugout toss -- and really, there was no such concern, because their pitching staff was too beat up to absorb the inevitable ejection -- it dissipated quickly. As it turned out, it was a fielder who hit Machado, though it was quite by accident.
After Machado singled in the bottom of the second, Jackson Merrill followed with a groundball to Freeman at first base. Freeman tried to throw over Machado's shoulder to get him at second. Instead, the throw hit Machado's back and bounced away, an accidental ricochet that was largely the result of Machado taking an inside line to the base.
After the game, even Freeman could not take much issue with Machado, explaining that "as a base runner, I would have done the same thing."
"It was a heady play," Roberts agreed later. It was also an important one because the Padres battered Walker Buehler for six runs in the inning after that, culminating with another gargantuan home run from Tatis.
Tatis is one of those Padres who featured prominently in the off-day discourse. He was targeted by Dodgers fans' trash in Game 2, a night in which he danced at and wagged his tongue toward Dodgers fans amid escalating tensions.
That showman's flare is a part of why Tatis was considered a future face of baseball before he played a full season, part of why the Padres gave him $340 million before he was old enough to rent a car -- part of why, of course, he seems to annoy rival fanbases so much.
The other reason, however, is that Tatis has a knack for rising to big moments. That third-inning homer was his third in the past two games. At that point, Tatis was 6 for 9 against the Dodgers with two doubles and three homers in this series.
"I feed off that type of energy. When the fans are coming, meaningful games, leave everything you have out there," Tatis said. "I feel like I just take it to another level of my mindset, my body, just everything is just through the roof."
The Padres, in general, seem to run on that same fuel. Roberts suggested they like to be the villains. Dodgers third baseman Max Muncy suggested San Diego likes to ride high on emotions to bait opponents into trying to match it. The Dodgers spent the past decade at the top of the baseball world while being stoic and businesslike, less emotive than deliberate. Machado, Tatis, Profar and their Padres thrive on a different brand of oxygen.
"Confidence is a part of this group. I love the fact that they play with some confidence," Shildt said. "Not some -- a lot of confidence. Some swag."
That confidence, which some on the Dodgers side would undoubtedly read more as arrogance, has not always fostered a cohesive clubhouse. Last year, for example, competing visions among big personalities lingered as the whole thing fell apart.
But this year, that confidence seems to generate a sturdiness -- a sense that whatever good vibes the 2024 Padres have harnessed to get here are not so fragile as to crumble when challenged.
For example: As Freeman said, the Dodgers showed some fight. Down five runs in the third inning to emerging ace Michael King, Los Angeles used singles from Miguel Rojas, Shohei Ohtani and Betts to load the bases. Teoscar Hernandez unloaded them with a grand slam that brought the Dodgers back within one.
But even then, the Dodgers could barely jump for joy. Freeman has a sprained ankle, one that hurts him so much he nearly crumpled when he had to jump to retrieve a throw from the infield at one point. Their shortstop, Rojas, had a torn adductor muscle, and after reaching third base before that Hernandez slam, Rojas walked right off the field, unable to continue.
Their pitching staff also entered the postseason in shambles, injured beyond recognition, so much so that even after giving up six runs in the second, Buehler won heartfelt congratulations from teammates for lasting through five innings to ensure the Dodgers bullpen -- which will need to handle Game 4 from start to finish -- only had to handle four as neither team scored again after Hernandez's third-inning homer.
"We've got to win tomorrow night to then pick up the pieces for Game 5," Roberts said. "I don't know how that's going to look."
However it looks, whatever energy the Padres may have gained from off-day hubbub, the Dodgers are not on the brink of their third straight postseason without winning a series because of a few days of heated discourse.
They are here because their lineup is beat up and the Padres' is deeper. They are here because their pitching staff is injured and the Padres' staff is better. And they are here, though this happened quietly, too, because the one man who might be able to carry them himself fell silent in Games 2 and 3: Ohtani is 1 for his past 10 with six strikeouts.
"What's done is done now," Ohtani said through interpreter Will Ireton, in what amounted to the first disappointment-laden press availability of his MLB postseason career. "What's done is done now. At this point, it's really very simple. Just to win two games."
It is funny, in hindsight, that everything is so simple now. For 48 hours, the discourse seemed likely to drown out the baseball. Now, in the confines of a quiet clubhouse with their season on the brink, the baseball is all the Dodgers have left.

Shohei Ohtani collected a broken-bat single Tuesday night against the Padres. It is his only hit in his past 10 at-bats. (Ashley Landis/AP)
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Aaron Rodgers says it's 'patently false' he got Robert Saleh fired 
Rodgers confirmed that he spoke with owner Woody Johnson on Monday, but he denied what he called 'ridiculous' speculation that he played a role in the decision.
By Cindy  Boren | 2024-10-10

Aaron Rodgers and Robert Saleh had their awkward moments, as when the quarterback pushed away his coach during a Sept. 19 victory over New England. (Adam Hunger/AP) 


With their season in danger of slipping away, the New York Jets fired coach Robert Saleh this week after just five games, leading to speculation about whether quarterback Aaron Rodgers was behind the change.
In his weekly appearance on Pat McAfee's show, the 40-year-old quarterback confirmed he spoke with owner Woody Johnson on Monday, the day after the Jets' 23-17 loss to the Minnesota Vikings in London and the day before Saleh's firing was announced. But he denied what he said was "ridiculous" speculation that he played a role in getting Johnson to make the move early in his second season with Saleh's Jets.
"As far as any of the ridiculous allegations out there, I'm not going to spend more than one sentence in response to it, and that is I resent any of those accusations because they're patently false," Rodgers said. "It's interesting the amount of power people think I have, which I don't."
Johnson phoned him Monday night to ask "how I was doing," Rodgers said, referring to the ankle he sprained against the Vikings. "We talked about the game, and then we hung up. ... I just appreciate the call that he was checking on me. It was like a friend call."
Rodgers said he had a personal as well as a professional relationship with Saleh, whom he called "a fantastic human being," and with Adam Saleh, one of the former coach's sons with whom he often tossed a football.
Tuesday "was a day that reminds you of the simple fact that all of us who play know too well -- this is a tough business," Rodgers said. "I love Coach Saleh, we have a very solid relationship, we have since I met him in 2021 and had a nice conversation when they came and visited us for joint practices. He was a big reason why I came to the Jets. ... I just had a lot of respect for him."
Rodgers was asked whether he was blindsided by news of the firing, which he said came while he was doing rehab in the training room. He compared it to "one of those things like the John Wick movie when John Wick goes 'excommunicado' and everyone's phones at the Continental start vibrating. ... There were a lot of conversations that happened after that."
The mood was one of concern, he said: "Everybody was feeling for Robert and worried about him."
Rodgers came to the Jets before last season, which was cut short when he tore his Achilles' tendon on the fourth offensive snap of the team's opener. With poor quarterback and a feeble offense, the Jets limped to a 7-10 record, missing the playoffs for a 13th straight year. Given Rodgers's age, that ramped up the "win now" pressure on the team this season, which perhaps intensified when the Jets fell to 2-3 with a second straight loss. The offense ranks 27th among the NFL's 32 teams in total yards, and Rodgers, a four-time MVP, is the 26th-rated passer.
"If I'd played better Sunday, this doesn't happen," Rodgers said. "As somebody who takes a lot of pride in their performance, that was the main sentiment from me. Obviously my heart goes out to Robert because of how much I respect and care about him, and then [there was] the disappointment of [my] poor play that could have avoided the situation like we had [the firing]."
Still, New York has a division game Monday against AFC East favorite Buffalo, and a win would leave the teams tied for the division lead at 3-3.
Speculation about a deteriorating relationship between the quarterback and coach was fueled by some awkward moments, such as in a Sept. 19 game against New England when Rodgers pushed Saleh away as he went in for a hug on the sideline. After a 10-9, penalty-marred loss to the Denver Broncos in Week 4, Saleh questioned the team's offensive cadences. Rodgers pushed back, saying: "That's one way to do it. The other way is to hold them accountable. We haven't had an issue. ... It's been a weapon. We use it every day in practice."
While Saleh hasn't announced what he will do next, Rodgers reminded those who were speculating about any role he might have played in the move that Saleh has a family, saying he "would just appeal to the humanity of the situation."
"He's got seven kids, he's got an incredible wife, and the business of football can be hard," Rodgers said.
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NFL places Jabrill Peppers on paid leave after last weekend's arrest
Jabrill Peppers was arrested last weekend and faces charges that include assault and battery and strangulation.
By Mark Maske, Cindy  Boren | 2024-10-10

Jabrill Peppers is ineligible to practice or play for the Patriots while on the commissioner's exempt list. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


The NFL put New England Patriots safety Jabrill Peppers, who was arrested last weekend on assault and battery, strangulation and other charges, on paid administrative leave Wednesday by placing him on the commissioner's exempt list.
The league announced the move without commenting on Peppers's case. The designation means Peppers will be paid but is ineligible to participate in practices or games.
The NFL uses the exempt list to keep a player off the field under certain circumstances as the player's legal case proceeds, after which the league can make a decision about a fine or an unpaid suspension under its personal conduct policy.
"I just want to be clear that really any act of domestic violence is unacceptable for us as a team no matter if you're a player, a staff member," Patriots Coach Jerod Mayo said at a news conference Wednesday. "We're wholeheartedly against any type of domestic violence. I know the organization's position, which I fully support. With that being said, I do think that Jabrill has to go through the system, has to continue to go through due process. And we'll see how that works out."
Mayo said the league's placement of Peppers on the exempt list "will give us time to really gather more information going forward. At this time, he is not in the building ... and we'll talk about that at a later time."
Peppers was arrested Saturday and faces charges of assault and battery, assault and battery with a dangerous weapon, strangulation and possession of a substance believed to be cocaine, according to authorities.
Peppers pleaded not guilty at his arraignment Monday in Quincy (Mass.) District Court. He was ordered to have no contact with the alleged victim. Peppers was released on a $2,500 bond. His attorney, Marc Brofsky, said in court that evidence "sheds real doubt on the allegations, including videotaped evidence."
Braintree, Mass., police said they responded to a report of an altercation between two people at a residence early Saturday morning. The alleged victim was treated at the scene, officials said. Peppers is alleged to have pushed the woman to the ground, shoved her head into a wall and put his hands around her neck to strangle her, according to authorities. His next court date is scheduled for Nov. 22, but Peppers was permitted to waive his appearance.
The personal conduct policy allows the NFL to put a player formally charged with a felony or a crime of violence on paid leave on the exempt list. The player is permitted to appeal the designation. A player cannot participate in practices or attend games while on the list but can, with the team's permission, attend meetings, individual workouts and therapy and rehabilitation sessions at the team's facility.
The policy says the player generally will remain on the exempt list until an NFL disciplinary decision is reached and any appeals are resolved. Any games the player misses while on the exempt list are credited toward a potential unpaid suspension, in which case the player would be obligated to return any salary earned from those games.
Peppers, 29, is in his third season with the Patriots after two with the Cleveland Browns and three with the New York Giants.
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The Ravens' defense has taken a staggering step back
After a historically good season in 2023, the Ravens' defense has been unsteady in its first five games with a new defensive coordinator.
By Jason La Canfora | 2024-10-09

The Ravens struggled to stop the Cincinnati Bengals' passing attack in Week 5. (Carolyn Kaster/AP) 


A year ago, the Baltimore Ravens' defense entered the record book, a standout group even among the franchise's legion of legendary units, by becoming the first defense in NFL history to lead the league in points allowed, takeaways and sacks. It suffocated even the most elite quarterbacks and rendered passing the football with any consistency aspirational at best.
Just ask Patrick Mahomes or Brock Purdy.
In 2024, the Ravens are 3-2 largely despite their defense, which has continued an ugly trend of fourth-quarter collapses that now spans three coordinators -- and has been one of the worst in the league against the pass, no matter which quarter of play. Whether mining the data or poring over the film, there is little similarity between last year's defense and this one. That raises some obvious questions about the talent that left the organization -- on the roster and the staff -- as Baltimore prepares for Jayden Daniels and the upstart Washington Commanders this week.
There had been chatter in the NFL about an impending regression for last year's historic unit. There was some debate about whether that inevitable step back would be attributable to the departures of former stalwarts such as versatile edge defender Jadeveon Clowney, lightning bolt linebacker Patrick Queen, top cover cornerback Ronald Darby and seven-interception safety Geno Stone, or whether it might have more to do with defensive coordinator Mike Macdonald leaving to become head coach of the Seattle Seahawks, with former top assistants Dennard Wilson (Tennessee Titans) and Anthony Weaver (Miami Dolphins) also departing to become coordinators elsewhere.
With nearly a third of the season complete, with even all-pro talents such as Roquan Smith and Kyle Hamilton looking out of sorts at times and with only the Jacksonville Jaguars allowing more passing yards than the Ravens, the answer seems pretty obvious. The learning curve for rookie coordinator Zach Orr -- son of Washington Super Bowl-winning tight end Terry Orr -- has been steep.
"It's the coaching, man. That's the difference," said one longtime NFL evaluator who has studied the Ravens' defense in detail but is not permitted to speak publicly about his work. "The coordinator is the problem with the defense, not the talent. They still have a blue-chip talent at every level of that defense, but the talent isn't performing anything close to how it was under Macdonald."
An advance scout for a team that faced the Ravens last year said during training camp that this group would not be the same without Macdonald manning the headset and calling in the plays to Smith. "They're going to miss Macdonald more than anything else. That's a way bigger loss than the free agents," he said then. "Our [offensive play caller] had a hell of a time going against him last year. He runs the most multiple defense in the league. No one was calling a better game over there. You aren't promoting a guy who has never called a defense and thinking he's going to be able to do what Macdonald did. That's a huge loss."
The falloff has been immediate -- and staggering. The Ravens are stouter against the run that they were a year ago. Pro Bowl defensive tackle Nnamdi Madubuike is still a massively disruptive force, and edge defender Kyle Van Noy was the surprise AFC defensive player of the month. But finding other individual standouts on a weekly basis has been trying.
The Ravens are allowing a whopping 280 passing yards per game -- compared with 192 a year ago -- and are 29th in opponent's yards per attempt (8.1, compared with a league-best 5.9 in 2023). They're already halfway to last season's total of 18 passing scores allowed, with opposing quarterbacks accumulating a 101.0 passer rating, compared with an NFL-best 74.6 a year ago. Orr's scheme has been attacked all over the field -- especially over the middle (19 completions between the hash marks this season compared with 35 in all of 2023).

Zach Orr is in his first season as the Baltimore Ravens' defensive coordinator. (Julio Cortez/AP) 


Macdonald, a longtime Ravens assistant, was brought back from a stint running the Michigan defense for Ravens Coach John Harbaugh's brother, Jim, and took over Baltimore's defense in 2022. His predecessor, Wink Martindale (now at Michigan), was fired largely because of a propensity to blitz into oblivion, punctuated by a string of dismantling losses to Cincinnati Bengals quarterback Joe Burrow.
Macdonald's mastery was on full display in four games against the 2020 first overall pick, winning three of the meetings and holding Burrow below 223 passing yards in every game, with a puny 5.6 yards per attempt and an 85.3 rating. Macdonald had an innate feel for when to blitz Burrow and how to shuffle coverages, utilizing four different zone coverages at least 14 percent of the time against the Bengals.
On Sunday, in the Ravens' wild 41-38 overtime win over Cincinnati, Burrow picked Baltimore apart for 392 passing yards (averaging 10.1 per attempt), throwing for five touchdowns and coming a missed field goal in overtime from victory. He was 4 for 4 for 108 yards and a touchdown when Orr had the Ravens blitz, and Burrow appeared in total command, especially when seeing cover-three zone. (He had a 151.4 rating in 16 dropbacks against that look Sunday.)
But even pedestrian passers such as Gardner Minshew II of the Las Vegas Raiders have found joy chucking it all over the place against Baltimore this season. A year ago, the Ravens ranked second in opposing passer rating against the blitz, but they also were airtight when sitting back and playing zone (an NFL-best 69.6 passer rating allowed, with four times as many interceptions as touchdowns allowed). Opposing passers have thrived against Baltimore's blitz this season and have a 100.3 passer rating against the Ravens' zone (ranking 28th).
"It's not the same defense without Macdonald," said one general manager whose team faced the Ravens last season and who is not permitted to speak about coaches under contract elsewhere. "I know the new guy was there as a player and he's been a position coach and was part of Macdonald's staff, but it's going to take time to put his stamp on it."
The good news for Ravens fans is that Macdonald went through a similar process during his rookie year as an NFL coordinator. The Ravens had the worst fourth-quarter defense in the NFL at the midpoint of that season, when the front office executed a blockbuster trade for Smith, who assumed wearing the green dot and organizing the defense as its de facto quarterback.
It's highly unlikely the Ravens make such a splash at this deadline, with a much higher payroll and a more complicated salary cap situation to navigate. And players of that caliber, as young as Smith, are rarely available. 
For all he accomplished so quickly at the coordinator level, Macdonald found room for longtime NFL coordinator and former head coach Leslie Frazier on his staff in Seattle. And on Wednesday, after this piece first published, Orr did well to imitate his predecessor, bringing in longtime NFL assistant Dean Pees as an adviser. If coaching has been part of the team's rampant defensive issues, the Ravens at least seem determined to address it.
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How China is using antisemitic conspiracies to influence down-ballot races
China is increasingly targeting down-ballot races in America, spreading divisive and antisemitic claims about politicians on the social media platform X.
By Jeremy Merrill, Aaron Schaffer, Naomi Nix | 2024-10-10

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


China is increasingly targeting down-ballot elections in America, according to a Washington Post analysis and senior U.S. intelligence officials, using fake accounts on social media to spread divisive and sometimes explicitly antisemitic claims and conspiracy theories about politicians -- part of an effort to inflame tensions in the country just one month before the 2024 election.
One covert influence operation has focused on Rep. Barry Moore (R-Ala.), who is running to retain his House seat. A China-linked account on X called Moore "a Jewish dog" and claimed he won his primary because of "the bloody Jewish consortium," among other derogatory tropes, according to a Post analysis of thousands of posts on X, of which about 75 concerned Moore.
Moore, who recently backed new sanctions on Chinese officials, is not Jewish.
The accounts are part of Spamouflage, China's largest known covert influence operation, which often uses prolific distribution techniques to spread Chinese Communist Party talking points across the internet. Active since at least 2017, the network has posted on more than 40 internet platforms, according to the digital forensics research group Graphika.
But the recent campaigns illustrate a shift in China's strategy, as it seeks to actively influence political discourse in the United States. Once focused on promoting positive narratives about the CCP, Chinese propaganda campaigns are increasingly weighing in on local and national elections and posting about hot-button U.S. political issues, such as police violence, Black Lives Matter and immigration, experts said.
We are "seeing this effort [from China] to go viral and drill down into locally relevant issues," said Kenton Thibaut, a senior resident China fellow at the Atlantic Council's Digital Forensic Research Lab. "It's like trying to go from a birdshot approach to a narrowly tailored sniper approach."
Spamouflage's tactics have also grown more sophisticated, according to researchers. The operation has become more aggressive ahead of the 2024 election by using highly realistic fake accounts that mimic U.S. citizens, Jack Stubbs, chief intelligence officer at Graphika, said in an interview.
"What we've seen now is [an] attempt to create a believable persona that misleads people about who the account is," he said. "And that has been combined with this increased aggression in terms of the type of content that they're seeding or amplifying as well."
The Spamouflage accounts analyzed by The Post are increasingly posting about the Israel-Gaza war, and spread divisive and sometimes hateful rhetoric about Jews on X in July and August, furthering the rise in antisemitic content on social media since Hamas's Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Israel.

Rep. Barry Moore (R-Ala.) salutes during the national anthem on the last night of the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on July 18. (Tom Williams/CQ Roll Call/AP Images)


"Shouldn't we be against the Jews?" an account in the network wrote on July 24, one of more than 230 posts on X from the Spamouflage-linked accounts since July 1 mentioning Jews.
The Post analyzed more than 19,000 posts on X from Spamouflage-linked accounts from Jan. 1, 2023, through Oct. 7, 2024, using data provided by the National Conference on Citizenship, a civic nonprofit organization. The Post identified the accounts from a variety of sources including the U.S. Justice Department, the Atlantic Council's Digital Forensics Research Lab and the Institute for Strategic Dialogue think tank.
This year, China has tried to influence "tens" of down-ballot races, using social media accounts and online influencers to spread propaganda, a senior intelligence official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity under ground rules set by the Office of the Director of National Intelligence for a Monday briefing with reporters.
The officials warned that China's efforts to influence lower-level races appear to be motivated by U.S. support for Taiwan, as the threat of a potential Chinese invasion intensifies.
Foreign propaganda flourished on X after owner Elon Musk drastically cut teams that focus on policy issues and fighting disinformation, The Post has reported. In early or mid-September, a handful of accounts from the network tracked by The Post were removed by X for rules violations, but many more remained up.
"Our Safety team remains alert to any attempt to manipulate the platform by bad actors and networks. We have a robust policy in place to prevent platform spam and manipulation, and we routinely take down accounts engaged in this type of behavior," said Michael Abboud, an X spokesman.
X suspended the two accounts that posted tweets quoted in this story after The Post requested comment. One of the accounts frequently posted about Moore.
Posts on X from the Spamouflage network grew from less than 60,000 views per week late last year to 300,000 views per week -- an increase of five times, according to The Post analysis. By contrast, Musk's interview with Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump in August got 275 million views, and many posts on the platform routinely get more views and engagement than the Spamouflage posts.
About 15 percent of the Spamouflage network's posts on X about Jews referenced Moore, who has supported numerous efforts to impose new sanctions on Chinese officials. "What made Barry Moore win? It was the bloody Jewish consortium! Just because he supported the evil Israel," one account wrote.
Some accounts use English names, while others use Chinese ones. Several feature young women in their profile pictures.
Moore won a tight primary earlier this year, but his seat is not considered competitive by the Cook Political Report.
"China has made it clear they will use every weapon in their arsenal, including offensive cyber capabilities, to try to destroy democracy across the world," Moore said in a statement.
While officials say China's down-ballot efforts are a relatively recent development, the practice dates to as early as the 2022 midterm elections. In 2022, China sought to influence "a handful of midterm races involving members of both U.S. political parties," according to a report from the National Intelligence Council, a research arm of the Office of the Director of National Intelligence.
On Election Day during the 2022 midterms, Spamouflage-linked accounts flooded Twitter with low-quality memes and tweets focused on Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), a well-known China hawk, according to an analysis from Darren Linvill, a social media researcher and co-director of the Watt Family Innovation Center Media Forensics Hub out of Clemson University.
This year, a Spamouflage-linked account also posted a custom-made video on X featuring a 2011 Washington Post article describing how Rubio had embellished part of his family's history. The Post garnered at least 8,885 views.

Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) is seen onstage July 16 at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


"He's always been very critical of China," said Linvill. "China talks about the things that matter to China."
Rubio declined to comment.
Although about 6 percent of the network's posts on X were about U.S. presidential candidates, they did not appear to favor any party. The network amplified false claims that Trump had been assassinated and that President Joe Biden was secretly dead. Both men are, in fact, still alive.
One post on X from mid-August included pictures of both Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris, and asked: "Is this the worst choice ever presented to the American people?"
"They're [throwing] a lot of spaghetti [at the wall] and occasionally a piece of it sticks," said Stubbs, the chief intelligence officer at Graphika. "But the odd piece of spaghetti sticking to the wall doesn't feel like a recipe for long-term success or impact."
Joseph Menn contributed to this report.
Methodology: The Washington Post identified 140 X accounts in the Spamouflage network using data provided by the National Conference on Citizenship through Oct. 7, 2024. Fourteen of these accounts are originators that mostly post original content, 118 are primarily retweeters and the remainder do both, according to a Post analysis following a methodology similar to one used by DFRLab.
The Post established this network starting from a single seed account that has been identified by the Institute for Strategic Dialogue as part of the Spamouflage network -- and which has tweeted identical content to an account linked to China's Ministry of Public Security by the U.S. Justice Department, as reported by The Post on Feb. 16. We looked for other accounts that regularly retweeted this account (at least five times), and then identified other accounts that were repeatedly retweeted by the same parties. By iterating over this retweet-network process twice, we identified accounts that were active re-promoters of each other and which were already on a suspected Spamouflage list.
While an account retweeting another account isn't generally a sign that two accounts are linked, in this case, researchers think it's a very strong sign because the underlying tweets get few views or interactions.
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When storms knock out cell service, satellites can help keep you connected
A growing number of smartphones can send messages to space when disaster strikes.
By Chris Velazco | 2024-10-10

James Patton, right, makes phone calls last month in front of his home, obscured by downed trees after heavy rains from Hurricane Helene caused record flooding and damage in Asheville, N.C. (Melissa Sue Gerrits/Getty Images)


In the midst of a natural disaster, your cell service might not last for long. But that doesn't mean you can't reach out for help.
In the past few years, some smartphones have evolved to gain the ability to connect to passing satellites that can route messages to people -- or even emergency services -- as long as you have a clear view of the sky. Even better: You can use these satellite features free, at least for now.
If you have an iPhone 14 or newer, you can contact emergency services or fire off text messages via satellite, as long as you're running Apple's iOS 18 software. Google's Pixel 9 phones can help you get in touch with emergency responders. Meanwhile, some T-Mobile customers in the path of Hurricane Milton -- which made landfall in Florida Wednesday night -- can send text messages by routing them through SpaceX's Starlink satellites.
These satellite services aren't perfect -- they're only available when you have no cellular service at all, and some have reported issues with using them even in what seem like ideal conditions.
With luck, you'll never have to find out yourself, but it's worth learning how to use them just in case. Here's what you should know.
You need a clear view of the sky. This typically means you'll have to be outside to send messages via satellite, which isn't always possible. (That said, SpaceX, which operates the Starlink satellites that can ferry messages for some T-Mobile customers around, says you might be able to fire off messages if you're next to a window.)
Keep conversations short. You might not be the only person trying to use these satellite services, and a glut of satellite texts can bog things down for everyone. Be brief, and don't send more messages than you need to.
Some satellite features are only free for a while. If you own an iPhone 14 or newer, you'll get free access to these satellite communication features for two years from the day you activated your device. People who bought an iPhone 14 early would normally be out of luck by now, but Apple extended their satellite service for an additional year. Google's emergency satellite SOS features are also free for two years.
What you'll need: An iPhone 14, 15 or 16 model running iOS 18.
Things to keep in mind: This feature lets you text other people when you don't have cell service, and they will be able to respond to you normally. But if you want certain people to be able to send you messages when you don't have cell service, you'll have to add them to your emergency contacts or your Family Group first.
If you need immediate emergency assistance, the process is a little different than for sending text messages.
What you'll need: An iPhone 14, 15 or 16 model running iOS 18.
Google's new Pixel phones won't let you send text messages to friends and family, but they will help you get in touch with emergency responders when cell networks are down.
What you'll need: A Google Pixel 9, 9 Pro, 9 Pro XL, or 9 Pro Fold phone.
If you're in an area that's been affected by Hurricanes Helene or Milton, check to see whether your phone's network indicator says "T-Mobile SpaceX" instead of just "T-Mobile." (You can usually see this at the top of your phone's screen when it's locked.)
You'll probably only have one or two bars of service, but you should be able to just send a text as you normally would -- though we haven't yet seen this working ourselves yet.
Unlike Apple's approach, T-Mobile phones don't need any specific hardware or apps to talk to Starlink satellites. That's because those satellites communicate with cellphones over a slice of radio spectrum that T-Mobile picked up through its acquisition of Sprint.
SpaceX says that if a message doesn't go through at first, try again -- that's because they are being "delivered on a best-effort basis."
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Elon Musk promised a robotaxi again. Will he deliver this time?
Elon Musk can't stop promising a fully autonomous Tesla. How close is he?
By Trisha Thadani, Rachel Lerman | 2024-10-10
Tesla is due to unveil a new fully autonomous vehicle Thursday that is designed to provide a robot taxi service -- no human driver required. But the splashy reveal follows a decade of faulty predictions by CEO Elon Musk that a driverless Tesla is just around the corner.
The event at Warner Bros. Studios in Burbank, Calif., is pivotal for the company, which faces increased competition from established automakers and Chinese manufacturers. Musk has staked Tesla's future on self-driving technology, saying in an earnings call this summer that "the value of Tesla, overwhelmingly, is autonomy."
Musk has a history of technological feats, includingreusable rockets and speedy internet service from space. But the CEO's record of overpromises about autonomous driving has many customers, analysts and investors skeptical about whether a Tesla robotaxi fleet will flood the roads anytime soon.
Here's a look at Musk's previous claims about Tesla's progress on autonomous driving -- and how his bold vision has yet to pan out. Musk and Tesla did not respond to requests for comment.
Musk told Fortune magazine in December 2015 that Tesla was just two years away from achieving full autonomy, though he said it might take longer for regulators to approve it.
Nearly nine years later, Tesla vehicles on the road still rely on their human drivers. The company has driver assistance features with ambitious branding, called Autopilot and Full Self-Driving (FSD), but Tesla says the person behind the wheel must always be fully alert and ready to take over.
Musk's statements on self-driving and the company's marketing of Autopilot and FSD have drawn numerous probes into whether he and Tesla have overstated the technology's capabilities, including from the U.S. Justice Department and the Securities and Exchange Commission. Last year, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration ordered Tesla's largest recall after an investigation found that controls on Autopilot's steering function "may not be sufficient to prevent driver misuse" in certain circumstances.
In a January regulatory filing, Tesla said it "regularly" receives requests from regulators and governmental authorities, including the Justice Department and SEC. The company said it is cooperating with the requests and "to our knowledge no government agency in any ongoing investigation has concluded that any wrongdoing occurred."
Musk claimed in June 2016 at a conference hosted by Recode that Tesla vehicles could drive themselves more safely than a person while discussing the future of highway driving.
Eight years later, regulators still have not approved Tesla's consumer vehicles for fully autonomous driving and several lawsuits have pushed back on the company's autonomy claims. A class-action lawsuit in 2017 said Autopilot "essentially unusable and demonstrably dangerous." In 2018, Tesla settled the case for $5 million.
The company also settled a case brought over a 2018 crash days before the trial was due to start earlier this year, for an undisclosed sum.
Musk tweeted in October 2016 the the same day Tesla released a video showing one of its vehicles navigating roads near its then-headquarters, with the message: "The person in the driver's seat is only there for legal reasons. He is not doing anything. The car is driving itself."
The company said in a court document regarding a 2018 crash that the video was an "aspirational" demonstration of what the car could one day do -- rather than documentation of what it was currently capable of.
The video has been cited in numerous wrongful death lawsuits that allege Tesla has misled customers on the capabilities of its cars. In one case, a Tesla engineer testified that a team specifically mapped in advance the route the car would take in the video.
Musk said in April 2019 during a company investor day that the company would have a fleet of robotaxis on the road shortly.
Five years later, Tesla has not launched an autonomous taxi service or even publicly shown a robotaxi vehicle. The company is behind rivals such as Alphabet-owned Waymo, which is operating a driverless ride-hailing service using modified electric SUVs in major cities including San Francisco, Los Angeles and Phoenix.
Tesla's robotaxi is widely expected to eschew normal features on a car, such as a steering wheel and gas pedal. That would require the company to obtain an exemption from the NHTSA. As of Oct. 4, the company has still not applied for a permit, according to the agency.
Musk tweeted in May 2020 that Tesla would raise the price tag of its Full Self-Driving upgrade as it got closer to regulatory approval for autonomous driving, and eventually the software would be potentially worth more than $100,000.
Musk's post was part of a thread in which he encouraged people to buy a Tesla online because prices would soon rise for FSD, its most advanced driver assistance technology, which then cost about $7,000. The cost of FSD did briefly rise, reaching $15,000 in 2022, but has fallen since and now usually costs $99 per month or $8,000 -- far less than $100,000.
The feature still requires full driver responsibility at all times.
Musk said in an April 2024 post on X that he would unveil a Tesla robotaxi in early August.
Musk announced this date shortly after Reuters reported that Tesla had scrapped production of a significantly cheaper vehicle. Musk said a few months later that the robotaxi event was delayed, confirming an earlier report by Bloomberg News. Tesla stock fell about 8 percent after the delay was reported, and the company subsequently rescheduled it.
"It has consistently been behind plan on getting a full self-driving vehicle," said Steve Westly, a former Tesla board member and founder and managing partner of venture fund the Westly Group. He said that he would be "astounded" if Thursday's event sees the company show off anything more than a "snazzy demo."
Musk said on a July 2024 earnings call that regulatory approval for Tesla's robotaxi wasn't a concern for him because regulators would be "morally obligated" to approve the vehicle if it proved to be safer than a human driver. According to NHTSA, however, all companies looking to operate and sell a "noncompliant vehicle" -- like the kind Musk is expected to propose without a steering wheel or pedal -- "must apply for and receive an exemption from NHTSA prior to operations on public roads."
To date, NHTSA has granted only one general exemption for a fully autonomous vehicle to Nuro, a low-speed delivery robot. It took the company over a year to receive. The regulatory approvals needed to deploy a robotaxi are steep and could be a major hurdle for Musk in achieving his vision.
The billionaire also has a history of blazing through boundaries that have held other companies back. Tesla could be about to trigger a huge shift in the transportation industry. But if shareholders are left disappointed -- once again -- doubts about the company's future could grow.
About this story
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Amazon to expand prescription delivery to 20 additional cities
The company is working to get drugs on doorsteps in less than 24 hours by building pharmacies in existing same-day delivery facilities.
By Caroline O'Donovan | 2024-10-09

An Amazon warehouse in 2021 in Las Vegas. (John Locher/AP) 


Amazon plans to expand its drug delivery business as the company seeks more ways to insinuate itself into the daily lives of everyday Americans. The move would see the largest online retailer in the United States compete more directly with pharmacy retailers like CVS and Walgreens.
Next year, Amazon customers in 20 cities -- including Dallas, Minneapolis and Philadelphia -- will be able to get Amazon Pharmacy medications delivered by the company, Amazon Pharmacy VP Hannah McClellan Richards said Wednesday. And a growing number of those deliveries will be completed within less than 24 hours, the company said.
Richards said Amazon will double the number of cities with same-day delivery of medications next year, in part by building pharmacies in existing same-day delivery facilities that are "integrated directly into Amazon's core logistics network."
Amazon's expansion could pose new challenges to CVS and Walgreens, which over the past year have struggled with labor issues and closed locations as the retail landscape shifts. Amazon has been a major driver of those changes, and by expanding its drug deliveries could offer more consumers the option of avoiding a trip to a physical store.
Amazon Pharmacy was built on Amazon's 2018 acquisition of Pillpack for nearly $1 billion. The company has experimented with different offerings, such as the generic drug membership RxPass. But Amazon Pharmacy has also been slow to gain momentum, despite flashy announcements last year such as drug deliveries by drone.
"As pharmacy deserts grow, digital-first pharmacies like Amazon offer a solution to care gaps," the company said Wednesday.
The company also announced new efforts in the grocery space during an event Wednesday in Nashville, which focused on logistics, operations, and robotics, and was hosted outside an advanced robotics fulfillment center. Amazon said it is testing an offering in Phoenix that will allow customers to shop for groceries and Amazon's online consumer goods simultaneously, and have items ordered from different stores delivered as part of the same shipment.
Amazon needs to find new markets to dominate to sustain its rate of growth. It has repeatedly highlighted health and grocery spaces as opportunities. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
Amazon, which bought high-end grocery retailer Whole Foods in 2017 for $13 billion, has struggled to grow its grocery business, which includes Amazon Fresh, a high-tech, lower-price-point brand it scaled back last year. Amazon has been testing new markets and offerings such as Amazon Saver, a low-cost food brand that launched last month, and making more Whole Foods brand products available with Amazon Fresh deliveries.
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Russia bans Discord chat program, to the chagrin of its military users
The ban has also renewed a wider debate about how Russia's bureaucratic machine keeps frustrating the military effort.
By Mary Ilyushina | 2024-10-09

A military cadet stands in front of a billboard promoting contract army service in Saint Petersburg, Russia. (Olga Maltseva/AFP/Getty Images)


Russia has moved to ban Discord, a popular platform for real-time communication, drawing ire from the Russian military that has extensively used the app to coordinate units on the battlefield in Ukraine.
The ban, announced by the internet regulator Roskomnadzor on Tuesday, highlights a glaring technology lapse within the Russian military. More than 21/2 years into the war, it has failed to implement a secure, dependable Russian-made communications system, instead relying on privately owned platforms such as Discord and Telegram.
The ban has also renewed a wider debate about how Russia's bureaucratic machine keeps frustrating the military effort.
Pro-invasion military bloggers, many of whom have a direct line to units fighting in Ukraine, ridiculed the move, saying that a bureaucratic decision to block Discord caught Russian troops off guard and left them without proper communications.
"A replacement should have been created and commanders should have been alerted to the plans so that the work at the front would simply not be broken in an instant," one blogger wrote. "It's called seeing a little further than your nose."
Discord was created to provide gamers and cyber-sport enthusiasts with a reliable voice and text communication platform for gaming sessions. During the covid-19 pandemic, the platform expanded to serve various interest-based communities, educators and professionals working remotely.
Its key features, such as stable audio streaming between large groups of people and the ability to share screens, proved useful for gamers playing as teams of first-person shooters in Counter-Strike and other fast-paced games. These features were later adopted for real-life warfare by militaries on both sides of the front line.
In battlefield videos recorded by Russian soldiers and shared with friendly pro-invasion bloggers to post on Telegram, the Discord interface can often be spotted on screens in unit command centers.
"From a military point of view, the main problem with the Discord ban is not even that some command posts may be left without broadcasting from drones," said military blogger Mikhail Zvinchuk in a post on his popular Telegram channel called Rybar, "but that the relevant department of the Ministry of Defense does not seek to provide any alternative to the troops."
According to Zvinchuk, similar systems that the military could use have been in development in Russia, but the Defense Ministry has failed to incorporate them in daily operations.
"In the absence of centralized provision of specialized software, the command will use available Western commercial services to organize combat control as they have to fight somehow," he said.
"And then everything develops according to a familiar scenario: the bureaucrats suddenly realize that the servers of these programs -- what a coincidence -- are located in NATO countries, and the data is flowing online to where it should not go. And then the authorized body is given the order to abruptly cut everything off in one swoop."
Roskomnadzor, which has been on a crusade for years to ban Western online platforms and create a "sovereign internet," said in a statement that access to Discord was restricted "to prevent the use of the messenger for terrorist and extremist purposes, recruitment of citizens to commit them, sale of drugs, and in connection with the posting of illegal information."
Last month, a Moscow court fined the American company for "failing to delete prohibited information." Roskomnadzor later said it asked Discord to remove nearly a thousand pages and channels, including child pornography and extremist statements, but some content was still available.
Aside from targeting harmful content, Roskomnadzor has also used the term "prohibited information" to pressure Western IT giants to comply with the country's censorship laws passed shortly after Russia launched its war in Ukraine. Under Russian laws, criticizing the war, military or government officials, supporting gay rights or sharing content authored by opposition figures can be punished by law and viewed as "calls for extremism."
Google, Apple and other major companies have been locked in years-long court proceedings with Russian authorities, even after many of them curbed operations in the country following the full-scale invasion of Ukraine.
The recent throttling of YouTube, which has been one of the last Western platforms available to Russian users without special tools like virtual private networks, has sparked concern that Russia's attempts to limit any alternative sources of information and push its citizens away from foreign-based social media apps toward locally developed and heavily censored ones have entered a new chapter.
Some officials supported the decision, praising Roskomnadzor for its unrelenting stance against Western IT products.
"This is a signal to all foreign IT companies that sooner or later our regulators will run out of patience and desire to negotiate," said Anton Nemkin, member of a parliamentary committee on information policy.
Nemkin claimed that Discord is dangerous for Russia because criminals register there anonymously and "actively recruit young people for illegal purposes."
Still, many lawmakers came out this week with statements asking the regulator to reconsider the decision to limit access to Discord.
"Indeed, foreign companies providing telecommunications services often have a very noncompulsory approach to Russian laws," said a member of the Communist Party, Denis Parfenov. "However, prohibitive measures do not seem to be the optimal policy."
Parfenov said that Discord is "used by military officers taking part in the special military operation and by many citizens for work, leisure and for staying in touch with relatives who are far away." He suggested that an overall parental control policy would have been a better solution.
Others have pointed out that Russia doesn't have alternative software to match Discord's capabilities.
"In terms of functionality, it cannot be adequately replaced by any domestic product. At this rate, there will soon be no social networks and services available in the country without a VPN. I am preparing an appeal to Roskomnadzor," said parliament member Vladislav Davankov.
The decision to ban Discord comes a few weeks after Russian military bloggers discussed whether the government would also move to shut down the Telegram messenger app after its founder, Pavel Durov, was detained by France. The discussions reflected fears that Durov would give Western states access to private messages. Russian soldiers have widely used Telegram to coordinate operations in Ukraine and crowdsource missing equipment.
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As International Space Station ages, air leaks from Russian section
In late September, the inspector general identified 588 replacement parts that were operating beyond their planned operational lifetimes.
By Aaron Gregg, Christian Davenport | 2024-10-09

A Soyuz spacecraft undocks from the International Space Station on Sept. 23. (Roscosmos/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Russia's space agency has identified four cracks and about 50 other "areas of concern" in a Russian section of the International Space Station, leading NASA to classify the problem at its highest level of risk and study how to evacuate its astronauts in the case of an emergency.
NASA has been so concerned with the cracks that officials have negotiated a deal with their Russian counterparts to seal off the small segment and keep the hatch to it open only during critical operations, the space agency said. When the hatch is open, NASA astronauts remain on the U.S. side of the space station so that they can be close to their spacecraft in the case of an emergency that would force them to evacuate.
Located in a small module that leads to a port where Russian cargo spacecraft dock, the cracks have "all been covered with a combination of sealant and patches" by Roscosmos, the Russian space agency, NASA said in a statement.
The leaks have been a concern for some time, said James Free, NASA's associate administrator. "We have conveyed the seriousness of the leaks multiple times, including when I was in Russia earlier this year," he said in an interview with The Washington Post.
NASA's Office of Inspector General last month called the cracks a "top safety risk" and noted that in April, "NASA identified an increase in the leak rate to its highest level to date."
The leaks' exact cause is not known, nor is it clear exactly where the air is leaving the space station. Both space agencies have narrowed their focus to internal and external welds that may have deteriorated, according to the inspector general.
The U.S. space agency has been working closely with Roscosmos to identify the source of the leaks and ensure crew safety, Free said. Since the last round of patches over the summer, "the leakage rate has gone down," he said.
"We've asked them to minimize how long that hatch is open, and they are minimizing it," Free said. "We've come to a compromise that they close it in the evening."
NASA has determined the station remains safe enough for the 11 people aboard. Still, the agency decided its astronauts need more options in the event that a rapid departure from the space station becomes necessary.
In July, NASA awarded a $266,000 contract order for Elon Musk's SpaceX to come up with a contingency plan to evacuate American astronauts who have been assigned to fly on Russian spacecraft. The measure, NASA said, was prompted "due to the ongoing leak detection work."
Specifically, the space agency was concerned about how astronaut Tracy Dyson, who had flown to the station on a Russian Soyuz vehicle, would be able to come home in a SpaceX Dragon spacecraft, which would be easier to reach while she was on the U.S. side of the station.
"You always want them to have a path to their emergency return vehicle," Free said. Dyson has since returned in the Soyuz at the end of her mission.
While Russia is studying the 50 areas of concern, they have not been "confirmed to be cracks," Kathryn Hambleton, a NASA spokeswoman, said in an email. Many could be "benign imperfections that could be typically seen on a surface, like a small scratch," she wrote. "Roscosmos has applied sealant to many of these areas of interest which has further reduced the leak rate. Roscosmos continues to evaluate the areas of concern and apply sealant and patches as warranted."
Persistent leaks are just one of many safety challenges facing the 25-year-old orbital lab seven years before its planned return to Earth. Space officials consider tiny meteors and other orbital debris to be another top-level safety risk, for example, leading to the installation of shields on the U.S. segment of the station.
The station is jointly run by NASA, Roscosmos, and an international coalition that includes the European, Japanese and Canadian space agencies.
It has been in orbit 10 years longer than initially planned. In late September, the NASA inspector general identified 588 replacement parts that were operating beyond their planned operational lifetimes.
NASA's current plans call for the space station to be decommissioned in 2031. Ultimately, U.S. officials hope it will be replaced by one or more commercial ventures from companies such as Axiom Space, Sierra Nevada, Blue Origin, Voyager Space and Vast. (Jeff Bezos, Blue Origin's founder, owns The Washington Post.) But it's unclear whether those companies could have a station ready by the time this one reaches the end of its life.
NASA could be forced to extend the station again if a replacement isn't ready in time, according to the inspector general's office. The air leaks are a reminder that the station is getting old, and the technical problems could worsen in the coming years.
Station personnel spend a significant amount of time on repairs. But the inspector general expressed concerns that important replacement parts could become harder to find as their niche suppliers cease production. For example, when the space station's urine processing system lacked a replacement pump this summer, the crew resorted to "off-nominal storage of urine" until a replacement pump could be flown up the next month, according to a recent agency report.
"Any extension of the ISS past 2030 will require continued significant funding to operate and maintain the Station, acceptance of increased levels of risk stemming from its replaceable components and aging structures, and assurances of continued support from NASA's international partners with the ISS -- Russia in particular," the inspector general wrote.
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Photos from Florida as Milton leaves a path of destruction heading into the Atlantic Ocean 
Milton, a Category 1 hurricane, was moving off Florida's east coast into the Atlantic Ocean on Thursday morning, after leaving millions without power.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-10-10
Milton, a Category 1 hurricane, was moving off Florida's east coast into the Atlantic Ocean on Thursday morning after killing at least four people.

A drone image shows a flooded street due to Milton in Siesta Key, Fla., on Thursday. (Miguel J. Rodriguez Carrillo/AFP/Getty Images)



A flooded street in Siesta Key, Fla., on Thursday. (Miguel J. Rodriguez Carrillo/AFP/Getty Images)



Debris after Milton swept through Bradenton, Fla., on Thursday. (Cristobal Herrera-Ulashkevich/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)



Residents are rescued from their second story apartment complex in Clearwater, Fla., that was flooded from and overflowing creek due to Milton on Thursday. (Bryan R. Smith/AFP/Getty Images)



The Ponce De Leon Hotel sign fell to the ground after Milton made landfall in St. Petersburg, Fla., on Thursday. (Lauren Peace/Tampa Bay Times/AP)



Dawn Fader looks at damage from a fallen crane in  downtown St. Petersburg, Fla., on Thursday. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)



A large crane from the construction of a downtown St. Petersburg, Fla., building fell and damaged a nearby office building on Thursday. (Thomas Simonetti for the Washington Post)



A fallen traffic light near a police car in Orlando on Thursday. (Jose Luis Gonzalez/Reuters)



Flooding blocks a street after Milton swept through Palm River-Clair Mel, Fla., on Thursday. (Kathleeen Flynn for The Washington Post)



Police officer set up security tape around a broken traffic light after Milton's landfall in Sarasota, Fla., on Thursday. (Eva Marie Uzcategui for The Washington Post)



Hector, left, and Octavior return home after spending the night in shelter at Gulf Gate Elementary School after Milton's landfall in Sarasota, Fla., on Thursday. (Eva Marie Uzcategui for The Washington Post)



Debris on a street left behind by Milton in Bradenton, Fla., on Thursday. (Cristobal Herrera-Ulashkevich/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)



A person walks through surge waters in Fort Myers, Fla., on Wednesday. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)



People watch water-flooded streets after Hurricane Milton made landfall in Brandon, Fla., on Wednesday. (Miguel J. Rodriguez Carrillo/AFP/Getty Images)



Chris Williams runs through rain as he packs his car to evacuate his apartment in Fort Myers. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)



Hurricane Milton advances toward Florida in a view from Dragon Endeavor docked with the International Space Station. (Matthew Dominick/NASA/Reuters)



An officer patrols the streets of Cape Coral, Fla., by car as heavy rain falls ahead of the hurricane Wednesday. (Marta Lavandier/AP)



Jeny Gomez, left, and her mother, Paula Cosa, carry a crate with dogs into Middleton High School, which is open as a shelter in Tampa on Wednesday. (Kathleen Flynn for The Washington Post)



Residents eat in the cafeteria of Phillippi Shores Elementary, set up as a shelter in Sarasota, Fla., on Wednesday. (Eva Marie Uzcategui for The Washington Post)



Members of the Polk County Sheriff's Office pray outside a shelter in Lakeland, Fla., on Wednesday. (Jose Luis Gonzalez/Reuters)



Rickey Moore, left, and Mike Butler do last-minute prep on Moore's home in Gulfport, Fla., on Wednesday. (Ted Richardson for The Washington Post)



Connor Ferran, left, and his neighbor, Leroy Roker, survey what's left after what appeared to be a tornado tore the roof off of Ferran's home, before Hurricane Milton's arrival, in Fort Myers, Fla., on Wednesday. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)



Nina Brown cleans up debris from Hurricane Helene as she prepares for Hurricane Milton in Tampa on Tuesday. (Kathleen Flynn for The Washington Post)



A car sits half-buried in sand in Bradenton Beach, Fla. (Rebecca Blackwell/AP)



Mike Greene is helped into a shuttle van at Saint Petersburg Kidney Center South in St. Petersburg, Fla. Greene was making plans to evacuate to Orlando. (Ted Richardson for The Washington Post)



Linemen gather in front of hundreds of utility trucks staged at The Villages on Tuesday, in preparation for Hurricane Milton. (Stephen M. Dowell/AP)



A crew clears Hurricane Helene debris from a neighborhood in Dunedin, Fla., on Tuesday, as residents were evacuating for Hurricane Milton. (Ted Richardson for The Washington Post)



Martha Wynn and her son-in-law Kevin Watts make calls after a tornado caused by Hurricane Milton damaged several homes, including Wynn's, in Palm Beach Gardens on Wednesday. (Cindy Karp for The Washington Post)



A worker installs tarp to catch water coming in through a vent on the ceiling at the Le Meridien hotel in Tampa on Wednesday. (Kathleen Flynn for The Washington Post)



Alex Martinez looks out the window of a hotel he's taking shelter in while riding out Hurricane Milton in Tampa on Wednesday. (Julio Cortez/AP)



Brandon Marlow walks through a street flooded by storm surge in Fort Myers on Wednesday. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)



An American flag waves in Orlando as Hurricane Milton approaches on Wednesday. (Jose Luis Gonzalez/Reuters)
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'Dogs don't carry cash': Dog treats are free in this frontyard gumball machine
"I do not plan on stopping," said Doug Owen, who set up the treat dispenser last month. "I don't want dogs mad at me."
By Sydney Page | 2024-10-10

Doug Owen turned an old gumball machine into a dog treat dispenser, and set it up in front of his home in an East Nashville neighborhood. (Cooper Owen)


Doug Owen works remotely from his home in East Nashville, where his desk window faces the street, giving him a perfect view of everyone walking by. He especially likes watching the dogs.
"The neighborhood is full of dogs, and they're just beautiful. They walk back and forth all hours of the day," said Owen, an independent contractor.
A few months ago a thought came to him as he gazed out the window: "They deserve a treat."
Since the neighborhood pooches always brighten his day, he wanted to return the favor.
He began searching online and found an old gumball machine for sale for about $80. Perfect for small dog treats.
"It just came out of nowhere," Owen said of the idea. "I don't have a dog, and I don't want a dog, but I enjoy watching people walking their dogs. And now they can give them a treat."

Owen gives a treat to his neighbor's dog Xena. (Cooper Owen)


Owen strapped the gumball machine to a wooden pole outside his home, bought a box of dog treats and filled the machine with them. It dispenses the goodies free with a twist of the dial, no coins required.
"All you've got to do is turn the handle," Owen said, noting that about four tiny treats tumble down. "The dog treats are free because we know dogs don't carry cash."
In the past month since he installed it, neighbors -- and especially their canine companions -- have been charmed. Owen hung a sign that says: "Doug's Dog Delights."
"It's a pretty cool thing to have," said Chad Crawford, whose two rescue dogs -- Penny, 7, and Sugar, 2 -- have become big fans of the treat dispenser, which they pass by on their daily walks.

Chad Crawford stops at the treat dispenser with his dogs, Penny and Sugar. (Doug Owen)


Crawford lives around the corner from Owen, though the two hadn't met until recently, after Owen set up the gumball machine.
Owen said part of his motivation for putting up the dispenser was to create a conversation-starter in his community.
"I've done a lot of driveway talking in the last couple months," he said, explaining that when he sees neighbors stop to take a treat for their dog, he often goes outside to greet them. "They tell me their name and their dog's name."
Working remotely can be isolating, Owen said, and his dog treat dispenser has been a way for him and his neighbors to socialize with both dogs and humans.

Kevin Patterson's two dogs, Lucy and Greta, wait patiently for a treat. (Doug Owen)


"It gets people talking," he said.
About 15 years ago, Owen's family dog died and he hasn't had one since. He said having a dog is expensive and is also a commitment, and being able to mingle with neighborhood dogs is enough for now.
"There's a dog there probably every 10 minutes," he said. "Whatever problem or troubles you have, it lowers the blood pressure and your worries are a little less."

Owen said mingling with neighborhood dogs brightens his days. (Cooper Owen)


Owen said dogs in the neighborhood have already designated the dispenser as a necessary part of their walk. He loves seeing them sprint toward it, stop at it, sit and wait patiently for their treat.
"The dogs know it's there," he said. "They're pulling the owners toward it. It's now a magnet."
As soon as Kevin Patterson's rescue pups -- Lucy, 4, and Greta, 3 -- get close to the gumball machine, their tails start wagging and their pace picks up.
"My dogs have gotten to know when they're close by and they get pretty excited," said Patterson, who has lived in the neighborhood for about six years. "We talk to other dog owners as we walk by, so it's been pretty cool that way."
McKenna McFadden's 6-year-old golden retriever, Rhett, speed walks straight to the treat machine.

Rhett enjoys a treat on one of his recent neighborhood walks. (McKenna McFadden)


"We're all getting pulled by our dogs to that location," she said. "It's become a little social setting, not just for the neighbors but for the dogs as well."
While Owen assumed his dog treat dispenser would be well-received by the community, he is tickled by the attention it has gotten, particularly after it was featured in a story by NewsChannel5.
"I'm blown away," he said, adding that he hopes he inspires people to put up their own dog treat dispensers in their neighborhoods.

Neighbor Claudia gets a treat for her dog Lou. (Doug Owen)


Owen has already purchased two more boxes of treats and intends to continue filling the gumball machine indefinitely.
"I do not plan on stopping," he said. "I don't want dogs mad at me."
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Hurricane Milton plunges millions into darkness as it batters Florida
Hurricane Milton made landfall in Siesta Key as a Category 3 storm and prompted what could be Florida's largest evacuation since Hurricane Irma in 2017.
By Jason Samenow, Scott Dance, Allyson Chiu, Jonathan Edwards, Niha Masih, Jennifer Hassan, Maria Luisa Paul, Kyle Melnick, Kelsey Ables, Kelly Kasulis Cho, Andrew Jeong, Praveena Somasundaram, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Jacob Bogage, Maxine Joselow, Kendra Nichols, Brianna Sacks, Alice Li, John Farrell, Whitney Leaming, Ian Livingston, Josh Partlow, Brady Dennis, Will Oremus, Cristiano Lima-Strong, Washington Post staff, Bryan Pietsch, Maegan Vazquez, Kyle Rempfer, Joshua Carroll, Dylan Moriarty, Dan Stillman, Allie Caren, Luis  Velarde, Amudalat Ajasa, Alisa Shodiyev Kaff, Fenit Nirappil, Matthew Cappucci, Holly Bailey, Billy Tucker, Ben Brasch, Szu Yu  Chen, Nick Kirkpatrick, Chris Alcantara, Bonnie Berkowitz, Artur Galocha, Julie Yoon, Kasha Patel, Harry Stevens, Niko Kommenda, Aaron Steckelberg, Julie Hoban | 2024-10-10
This live coverage has ended. For the latest updates, click here. Milton is now a Category 1 hurricane, bringing high winds and punishing rains to central Florida on its way across the peninsula. The storm, possibly the most powerful hurricane to hit the Tampa Bay area in more than a century, made landfall along the state's west-central coast Wednesday night, and has since plunged more than 2.6 million electricity customers into darkness and produced life-threatening ocean surges that could result in 10 to 15 feet of water in some areas. Even before landfall, strong winds brought a spate of unusually strong tornadoes, including one in St. Lucie County that caused multiple fatalities.
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Hurricane Milton hits Florida coast behind tornadoes, heavy rains
Milton barreled ashore at 8:30 p.m. in Siesta Key just south of Tampa Bay as a Category 3 storm, as millions in the state sought refuge
By Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Josh Partlow, Bryan Pietsch, Holly Bailey, Joanna Slater | 2024-10-10

A woman cries Wednesday after seeing the damage caused by a passing tornado as Hurricane Milton approached Fort Myers, Fla. (Ricardo Arduengo/Reuters)


ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. -- Hurricane Milton slammed into Florida's western coast Wednesday night as millions of people braced for the worst impacts of a ferocious storm that had already brought dangerous tornadoes, driving rain and lashing winds to the state even before it made landfall.
Milton barreled ashore at 8:30 p.m. in Siesta Key south of Tampa Bay as a Category 3 storm with maximum winds of 120 miles an hour.
The hurricane's path took it into a populous swath of Florida's western coast that is home to the cities of Tampa, St. Petersburg, Sarasota and Fort Myers, threatening to devastate an area of the Gulf of Mexico that is witnessing its second major hurricane in two weeks. Hurricane Helene made landfall farther to the north shortly after 11 p.m. on Sept. 26.
"What we're looking at is a storm of the century," Tampa Mayor Jane Castor said Wednesday morning as she issued a final plea to residents to seek safety. Helene, which killed more than 230 people in several southeastern states, including at least 27 in Florida, was already the worst that many in the city had experienced in their lifetimes, she said. But it "was a walk in the park compared to what Milton's going to bring our way."
The hurricane was expected to produce a massive storm surge of up to 15 feet in some places, along with torrential rain and violent winds before it tears eastward across the state, spreading the potential for flooding, tornadoes and wind damage.
As the storm drew closer to shore, at least 19 unusually intense tornadoes ripped across the southern part of the state, a prelude to the full fury of the hurricane. More than 50 tornado warnings were issued by the National Weather Service office in Miami alone, a calendar-day record, and nearly 116 in the state overall.
Keith Pearson, the sheriff of St. Lucie County on Florida's east coast, confirmed there were "multiple fatalities" after a tornado struck Spanish Lakes Country Club around 4:30 p.m. He was not able to say how many. Search and rescue crews were poring through "dozens" of tornadoes that struck before Milton's core arrived, said Erick Gill, a county spokesman.
Footage on social media also showed houses demolished, roofs torn off and windows shattered in Fort Myers, south of the Tampa Bay metro area. Early indications, however, suggested that Tampa itself dodged the worst possibilities.
A head-on strike to Tampa Bay or just to the north would have represented a nightmare scenario for the city, sending a disastrous surge of ocean water from the Gulf of Mexico onto a shoreline that has witnessed a development boom in recent decades.
Milton instead made landfall slightly to the south of Sarasota, a move that could spare Tampa relatively speaking but increased the potential for a catastrophic surge around Sarasota or near Fort Myers, an area that took the brunt of 2022's Hurricane Ian, which killed scores of people in the state.
Authorities issued mandatory evacuation orders for parts or all of 15 counties in Florida that have a combined population of more than 7 million people. Some fled a few miles inland, just seeking higher ground, while others drove hundreds of miles away to different states. Still others were unable to leave or decided to take their chances despite the danger.

Jeny Gomez, left, and her mother, Paula Cosa, of Brandon, Fla., carry a crate of dogs Wednesday into Tampa's Middleton High School, which was serving as a shelter as Hurricane Milton approached. (Kathleen Flynn/For the Washington Post)


By late Wednesday, the time for outrunning the storm and making preparations was over. All that was left was to wait -- and, some said, perhaps to pray.
Elizabeth Murphy's hometown of Edgewater, Fla., sits squarely in Milton's path across the state. She and her family drove north to Georgia in search of an elusive hotel room. "You hope and pray for the best," she said, her voice beginning to crack with emotion. "But you worry what you'll come back to."
Some residents were waiting until the last minute to decide whether to leave their homes. In St. Petersburg, Rickie Moore was boarding up his windows with sheets of plywood Wednesday morning. He planned to ride out the storm, but he had also registered at a local hurricane shelter just in case he changed his mind.
Melody King nearly lost everything when Hurricane Ian hit her home in Fort Myers Beach in 2022. Scrolling through Facebook on Wednesday night, she watched with disbelief as several friends documented the waves flooding their streets, almost covering the tops of mailboxes. They didn't evacuate. She doesn't understand why.
King is sheltering about 20 miles inland. By 6:30 p.m., the surging water had already inundated parts of Fort Myers Beach, a community that has barely recovered from the trauma of two years ago. She doesn't think she will have a home to return to. "It feels like I'm watching the last hours of a few of my friends' lives as they post live," King said. "I'm afraid many there will perish unless they are really, really high up."
In Pinellas County, home to St. Petersburg, officials issued mandatory evacuation orders for about half of the county's 1 million people, according to John Carkeet, a county spokesman. As rain and wind battered the city Wednesday, about 11,000 people had evacuated to the county's dozen shelters, a fraction of the total population but still one of the largest evacuations in recent memory.
The four bridges connecting St. Petersburg to the mainland had closed and were not scheduled to reopen until they're inspected after the storm, Carkeet said. "Right now, it's hunker down or get to high ground," he said.
At Phillippi Shores Elementary School in Sarasota, where an evacuation shelter opened Tuesday, dinner was served early -- around 4 p.m. -- for fear that the power would soon go out. On the menu were chili, hot dogs, pasta bake and barbecued beef. Evacuees at the shelter ate off black Styrofoam trays while they sat on the long cafeteria benches.
Nearly 500 people were staying at the shelter as of Wednesday night, hours before landfall. The population at the shelter had doubled on Wednesday as people sought late refuge, said Chris Parenteau, a Sarasota County Schools spokesman.
By 5:39 p.m., Sarasota Police had pulled its last patrol car off the streets, saying the wind speeds were too strong. "We will now wait out the storm, just like you, and once it passes, we will begin our rescue and recovery process," the department said in a post on X. Shortly afterward, an alert sent to mobile phones said that all county emergency services were suspended "due to hazardous conditions."
Officials issued stark warnings Wednesday about the catastrophic potential of the storm even as they stressed the extent of their preparations. Milton is "going to pack a major, major punch and do an awful lot of damage," said Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) in a Wednesday morning briefing.

Todd Crosby and his wife, Linda New, prepare to evacuate their home in Gulfport, Fla., on Wednesday as Milton approached. (Ted Richardson for The Washington Post)


He said the Florida National Guard was marshaling the largest search-and-rescue deployment in the state's history, including 6,000 personnel from Florida and 3,000 from other states.
FEMA Administrator Deanne Criswell arrived in the state on Wednesday, pledging to coordinate assistance between federal, state and local authorities as her agency responds to Milton in addition to handling ongoing relief efforts from Helene.
In Pinellas County, where at least 14 people died in Hurricane Helene and where its debris still littered the landscape Wednesday, officials issued last warnings to residents in particularly emotive terms.
It's not just that homes will flood and people might drown, Cathie Perkins, the county's emergency management director, said at a briefing. With a storm surge as large as Milton's, buildings and homes could be wiped off their foundations. "That is unsurvivable," she said.
Perkins repeatedly begged those in mandatory evacuation zones and people living in mobile homes to seek safer shelter while they still could. More than 8,000 people were already in shelters, Perkins said, but the county has the capacity to house 20,000.
Those who stayed could face a terrifying situation, she said, especially if cellphone service cuts out and emergency responders are themselves stuck. "Please, I don't want you to experience what it feels like to be stuck in your home, in the dark and have water rushing in," she said. "You will truly be on your own."
A chorus of elected officials, meantime, implored residents not to fall prey to disinformation about the Milton response, including a post on X falsely claiming that FEMA would prevent people from returning to their homes if they left. A DeSantis aide said the post endangered the lives of Floridians and first responders.
"Just know that the more titillating it is, the more likely somebody is making money off of it," DeSantis said. "They don't really give a damn about the well-being and safety of the people that are actually in the eye of this storm."

President Joe Biden participates in a White House briefing Wednesday with an array of officials. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


President Joe Biden urged all those in the storm's path to follow the instructions of local officials and said that he had spoken with DeSantis as well as the mayor of Tampa to offer all possible assistance. Biden decried what he called the "reckless, irresponsible, relentless promotion of disinformation" in recent weeks, falsehoods that also alarmed and endangered victims of Helene. "It's got to stop."
In Tampa, the day jangled nerves well before the heaviest bands of rain hit shore. At 12:45 p.m., cellphones in the city blared an emergency alert. "Expect Milton impacts soon. Find shelter," the message read.
Earlier, as sheets of rain fell across the city, dozens of people trickled into Middleton High School, one of several shelters open to those seeking refuge from the storm.
They arrived carrying clothes and water in plastic bags, huddled together under flimsy umbrellas, shuffling with canes. A family from Honduras stepped out of a white sedan with five parakeets, two guinea pigs and a black rabbit named Pollo.
As of 9 a.m. some 1,200 people had taken shelter at the school out of a capacity of 2,000, according to a Tampa city employee and shelter supervisor, Regina Castillo. She said the shelters would remain open as long as there is a need.
Two Walmart employees in Tampa, Eugenia Nava, 57, from Venezuela, and Fernanda Corrado, 34, from Honduras, had arrived at the shelter Tuesday night and slept on the floor.
"This is my first storm," said Nava. "We're Latin Americans, we're not accustomed to this stuff."
"We have to leave this in the hands of God," Corrado added.

A pond at a Sarasota, Fla., mobile home parking lot Wednesday ahead of Milton's landfall. (Eva Marie Uzcategui for The Washington Post)


As much of central Florida braced for the impact of Hurricane Milton, hundreds of thousands of evacuees headed north into southeastern Georgia, where highways were clogged and hotels mostly, if not fully, booked across a region still recovering from the damage wrought by Helene.
"We're just trying for anything, but we're probably going to have drive into South Carolina at this point," Murphy, the evacuee from Edgewater, said as she stood waiting Wednesday outside a local Marriott.
Their town was already prone to flooding, and after Helene, Murphy said her family felt didn't want to take the risk of riding out Milton at home. Floridians are accustomed to storms, but "this one is very, very stressful," she said.
Across the region, traffic was heavy on highways and side streets as people sought to outrun the storm. On I-95 northbound, which runs to the west of Savannah, traffic was 264 percent higher than normal near the Florida-Georgia line on Monday and 89 percent above normal early Tuesday, according to the Georgia Department of Transportation.
In Savannah, a tropical storm warning was in effect -- an improvement in the forecast from days ago when some feared Milton could shift north after rampaging across Florida and travel up Georgia's southeast coast. Still, the potential threat of winds gusting up to 50 mph was unnerving to many in the region, some of whom had only had their electricity restored last weekend, more than a week after Helene downed trees and power lines.
Partlow reported from Tampa, Pietsch from Sarasota, Bailey from Savannah, Ga., and Slater from Williamstown, Mass. Brianna Sacks in Tampa, Lori Rozsa in Ocala and Jason Samenow, Allyson Chiu, Fenit Nirappil, Kyle Melnick, Dan Stillman, Maria Luisa Paul and Scott Dance in Washington contributed to this report.
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A hurricane hunter's final, fitting resting place: Milton's eye
On Thursday, a team of hurricane hunters released the ashes of Peter Dodge, a longtime meteorologist who died in March 2023.
By Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-10-10

Hurricane Milton in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast of Florida on Wednesday. (NOAA/AP) (AP)


To those who knew Peter Dodge, it was only fitting that his ashes should be scattered in the eye of a hurricane.
Dodge, a meteorologist who died last year at the age of 73, had flown into the eye of 386 storms during a career that spanned more than four decades.
On Tuesday, a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration crew helped Dodge notch a final flight. NOAA's Hurricane Hunters released his ashes inside the eyewall of Hurricane Milton, in a tribute to Dodge's life and his love for meteorology. The ashes were wrapped in the state flag of Florida, Dodge's home state, along with his flight suit's name tag and a patch denoting his hundreds of eyewall flights.
Frank Marks, Dodge's close friend and colleague, said releasing his ashes into Hurricane Milton was "a total honor and a great tribute to Peter and all he's done for us."

Hurricane hunters on a mission inside Hurricane Milton on Thursday paid tribute to longtime meteorologist Peter Dodge, releasing his ashes inside the storm. (NOAA)


Marks, the former director of the hurricane research division at NOAA's Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory in Miami, where Dodge worked until his death, described the meteorologist as one of the "glue guys" -- someone who made their work feel easier, even in the face of harrowing natural disasters.
The pair met in the early 1980s, when Marks hired Dodge to help develop radar technology that would be used to study storms.
Dodge, who at the time had just received his master's degree from the University of Washington in Seattle, was "one of the first people I was told to hire," Marks said. A colleague who taught Dodge told Marks he was just that good.
Much of the technology used to track storms today, Marks said, started with programs Dodge wrote over the years.
While they worked together, Marks quickly learned that when Dodge offered his thoughts in an email and wrote "IMHO," meaning "in my humble opinion," Marks should heed them because "that meant I was screwing up," he said.
Dodge was a problem-solver, Marks said, a smart, levelheaded scientist who loved to fly.
On Sept. 15, 1989, the pair were part of a crew of more than a dozen people who flew into Hurricane Hugo.
They'd just broken into the Category 5 storm when one of their plane's engines caught on fire, thrusting the mission into chaos, Marks recalled. The aircraft ultimately exited the storm without harm, but afterward, some crew members decided to return home.
Marks and Dodge flew into the hurricane together two days later.
During the federal hurricane hunter missions, Dodge often served as the radar scientist on board. Over his career, he received a Department of Commerce Bronze Medal and the Army Corps of Engineers Patriotic Civilian Service Award.
"Peter was unflappable," Marks said. "That's the best thing I can say."
Dodge kept that spirit in the last decade of his life, even as he lost his sight.
He requested accommodations from NOAA, using a Braille keyboard so he could keep working. He could no longer fly into storms but helped with missions in other ways, such as refining the programs future crews would use.
"He loved what he did," Marks said. "I don't think he could think of anything else."
And he didn't have to.
Around 11 p.m. Tuesday, the hurricane hunters inside Milton placed the package with Dodge's ashes inside a chute on their aircraft, releasing it into the storm. The release of his ashes was marked on the mission's vortex message, which notes the key parts of a flight.
"PETER DODGE HX SCI (1950-2023)," the message read.
The ashes likely took about eight minutes to reach the surface of the ocean, Marks said.
And in those minutes, Dodge finished his last mission. The vortex message noted his final flight tally -- 387.
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Hurricane Milton tracker: Projected storm path, strength after landfall
Milton made landfall Wednesday night as an "extremely dangerous" Category 3 hurricane.
By Dylan Moriarty, Szu Yu  Chen, Nick Kirkpatrick, Chris Alcantara | 2024-10-10
Milton, an "extremely dangerous" Category 3 hurricane made landfall at Siesta Key near Sarasota, Florida on Wednesday at 8:30 p.m. Eastern.
Forecasts predict Milton will continue an east-northeast trajectory at 15 mph and pass through central Florida before moving over the Atlantic on Thursday.
As Milton barrels across Florida, it's expected to continue to bring "extremely life threatening" storm surge of 10 feet or greater to a large portion of the west-central coast. Advisories also warn of a risk of strong tornados across parts of central and southern Florida.
Milton has maximum sustained winds of 120 mph that are "life-threatening." Heavy rain is also expected which may result in power outages and flooding.
Milton is the second storm to make landfall in Florida in less than two weeks after Helene came ashore as a Category 4 hurricane and brought record-high storm surges along the state's Gulf coast. The storm has been blamed for more than 220 deaths along its entire path from Florida into Virginia.
Only when tropical cyclones in the Atlantic Ocean encounter the right ingredients for long enough do they strengthen to the point of designation.
Meteorologists at the National Hurricane Center pay close attention to a cyclone's wind speed, which determines its class. Once it reaches 39 mph for at least one minute, it's classified as a tropical storm and given a name; at 74 mph, the storm becomes a Category 1 hurricane, and continues through Category 5.
These classifications help officials predict the possible risks and damage and send warnings of what to expect from the strong winds, waves, rains and floods when they hit land.
It's dangerous to be caught in tropical storm-force winds. Stronger hurricane-force winds can destroy homes and buildings and send debris flying. 
The winds can also push seawater inland for miles, causing an abnormal rise in seawater levels, known as storm surge -- the leading cause of death during a hurricane in the United States, according to the National Weather Service. Large waves are also a risk to people and property.
As a storm moves further inland, flooding becomes a major risk. Cyclones often produce more than six inches of heavy rain, which can overwhelm drainage systems and the ability of the ground to absorb the water, causing flash floods. Flooding may persist for days after a storm.
Hurricane season historically peaks around mid-September, and this season could be the worst in decades, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration says. Government meteorologists predict 17 to 25 tropical storms this year, including four to seven that could become major hurricanes.
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After 'Gays Against Groomers' stunt, Colorado halts honorary flag program
The state paused the program after flags were flown in honor of "Gays Against Groomers." an organization that other groups have described as an anti-LGBTQ hate group.
By Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-10-09

The Colorado Capitol in Denver. (iStock)


At first glance, the certificates looked inconspicuous, appearing similar to the hundreds granted under a Colorado program that allows private citizens, public officials and other groups to request honorary flags flown over the state Capitol.
But these two certificates, dated Oct. 1, led state officials to pause the more than 20-year-old program this week.
"The people of Colorado present this flag to Gays Against Groomers with thanks and recognition for all their work to protect children," the certificates read.
Gays Against Groomers, a nonprofit that the Anti-Defamation League and Southern Poverty Law Center have described as an anti-LGBTQ+ hate group, posted the certificates on social media Monday. The group thanked Colorado Gov. Jared Polis, the country's first openly gay man to be elected governor, "for his public recognition for our hard work in protecting children across the state." The Democratic governor's signature was printed on both certificates, alongside the Colorado state seal.
But Polis's office didn't know about the flag request, Colorado officials said.
The request for Gays Against Groomers' honorific flags at the Capitol "was not appropriately vetted," according to the Colorado Department of Personnel and Administration, which reviews the requests. Following backlash and confusion over Gays Against Groomers' social media posts about the honorary flags -- a Colorado flag and a U.S. flag -- the personnel department paused the program, pending "needed changes," it said in a statement Tuesday.
In a separate letter to the Colorado General Assembly, the department's executive director, Tony Gherardini, wrote that the department "did not do our due diligence" before approving the request. The program sees about 600 requests each year.
A spokesperson for Polis said the governor is not involved in any requests through the state's flag program, adding that he "does not endorse the positions of groups who request honorary flags."
"Hate has no place in Colorado, and Governor Polis denounces hate in all its forms," the statement said.
The Colorado chapter of Gays Against Groomers said in a statement Tuesday that as state officials amend the flag program's review process, the group hopes "they will start utilizing stakeholder feedback and be inclusive of everybody's perspectives."
The chapter also undermined the designations from advocacy groups in its statement, naming the Southern Poverty Law Center specifically and claiming it "spreads misinformation." On its website, the SPLC describes Gays Against Groomers as an organization that "amplifies dehumanizing anti-trans rhetoric" and "perpetuates anti-LGBTQ+ stereotypes by falsely claiming that LGBTQ+ supporters of trans rights are dangerous to society."
Since its start in 2022, Gays Against Groomers, which uses a slur for LGBTQ people in its name, has billed itself as a "nonprofit of gays, lesbians, and others in the community who oppose the sexualization, indoctrination, and mutilation of children under of guise of radical 'LGBTGIA+' activism." It opposes drag performances for children and gender identity curriculum in schools.
After the request was approved, a Colorado flag and U.S. flag were flown at the Capitol in honor of the group.
The program has been active for more than two decades, allowing members of the public to request honorary flags by filling out a form and paying a fee of about $30, a spokesperson for the Department of Personnel and Administration said. Moving forward, the department plans to add "layers of approval" for requests.
Seeing honorary flags given to Gays Against Groomers was hurtful for LGBTQ community members who see their home as welcoming and inclusive, said state Rep. Brianna Titone (D), who in 2018 was elected Colorado's first transgender lawmaker.
Titone compared the mayhem surrounding the flag program this week to "a computer system that you didn't upgrade that ended up getting a virus."
"It's that sort of thing, where it's not a problem until it is," she said. "And this became a problem."
Residents have often used the program to honor veterans or memorialize a loved one, Titone said. When it resumes, they'll likely have a "couple more hoops to jump through," she said.
Titone recalled the last time she'd requested Colorado state flags. Though not through the program, she'd ordered about a dozen to give to the family members who lost loved ones in the Club Q shooting in November 2022, when a gunman opened fire at a gay bar, killing five people. She hoped those flags would help them honor those killed in the shooting.
"These are the kinds of things that this is for," she said.
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Meteorologists battle flood of misinformation as they report on Milton
Scientists say their efforts to inform the public about the threat of catastrophic storms are being hampered by "buffoonery" on social media.
By Maham Javaid, Kim Bellware | 2024-10-09

Strong wind gusts topple utility poles as Hurricane Milton approaches Fort Myers, Fla. (Ricardo Arduengo/Reuters)


John Morales has seen all manner of extreme weather in his four decades as a meteorologist. But as he described the siren-red mass whirling across his screen during his forecast for Hurricane Milton on Monday, his voice broke.
"It's just an incredible, incredible, incredible hurricane," said Morales, the well-known chief meteorologist at NBC6 in Miami. "It has dropped," he said, then paused to look down and sigh heavily before glancing at the forecast again.
"It has dropped 50 millibars in 10 hours," Morales continued in a shaky voice, describing to viewers the power of what is likely to be the strongest hurricane to hit this part of Florida in more than a century.
"I apologize," Morales later said of his show of emotion. "This is just horrific."
On Wednesday morning, Hurricane Milton was closing in on Florida's west coast. When it makes landfall, expected late Wednesday or early Thursday, Milton is forecast to pack peak winds of 145 mph and unleash a storm surge that could reach 10 to 15 feet. The hurricane comes as the state's population has skyrocketed, with the Tampa region's 3 million people in its path.
Several meteorologists and climate scientists told The Washington Post that they have spent decades warning about how climate change will lead to extreme weather events such as Milton. But the struggle to disseminate information in a fractured media environment has been worsened by an aggressive flood of misinformation, they say.
"This is by far the worst misinformation [for a] weather event I've ever seen in my career," said Katie Nickolaou, a meteorologist with CBS affiliate WLNS in Lansing, Mich. "Because of Helene, you have so many people who now want to pretend to be experts or people who, as I put it, cosplay as meteorologists."
Nickolaou said social media has become a hostile environment for scientists. On the meteorologist's Facebook page Tuesday, a user "recommended murdering people to stop these hurricanes" -- which Nickolaou understood as a reference to the conspiracy theory that the government or meteorologists are controlling hurricanes.
"I'm like, 'Are you kidding me?'" Nickolaou said.
Morales, whose raw on-air moment went viral, said he is still absorbing some of the criticism he received after reporting on Hurricane Helene last month.
"Some people said that my forecasts for Helene's devastation were exaggerated," he said. "Others called me a climate militant, implying that I was embellishing all of the potential impacts from Helene to drive an agenda."
Morales, founder of ClimaData, said it is challenging to warn people about extreme weather events when they believe so deeply in their own lived experiences.
"There is immense weight in thinking, 'Well, I have lived here for 30 years and nothing like that has ever happened,'" he said. "It is human nature to think like that, but this mindset has cost a lot of lives over the years."
He pointed out that Milton is not like other hurricanes. Its unusual angle of approach is contributing heavily to its potential for severe storm surge, he said. It is already one of the strongest hurricanes ever recorded in the Atlantic basin.
On Tuesday, the surge of misinformation led the White House to attempt a course correction on Reddit, a social media platform. The u/whitehouse username shared a photo of President Joe Biden holding a briefing on Hurricane Milton preparation and, in separate posts on the North Carolina and Georgia subreddits, shared details about the administration's and the Federal Emergency Management Agency's response to Helene.
"The White House will also ensure our information is shared on larger subreddits like r/politics, where we can correct misinformation," a White House official said in a statement Tuesday.
Local and national experts are urging people to be careful about where they are getting their information about extreme weather events. They recommend staying away from social media and trusting the professionals at the National Hurricane Center and their messaging.
One frequent false claim Nickolaou described as dangerous is that Milton is a "Category 6" hurricane, when the scale tops out at Category 5. She worried that people seeing this claim won't take future Category 5 hurricanes seriously enough.
Nickolaou said a peek into her group chats with others in her field would reveal "a lot of very tired meteorologists."
"I've been messaging friends who I went to college with, who I've worked with previously in this industry, and we're all just baffled by the amount of buffoonery happening on social media, which is a front that we didn't have to deal with before," she said.

Salvador Gonzalez and Jorge Leon place plywood over the windows of a business in Fort Myers, Fla., on Wednesday, ahead of Hurricane Milton's arrival. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


Nickolaou sees a connection between misinformation about Milton and the anti-science attitudes that flourished as the coronavirus pandemic raged.
"The shift ties back to the perils of dealing with the pandemic, and that mistrust has now extended into other scientific fields," she said. "This widespread belief is spreading that scientists don't actually know what they're talking about and that they're hiding things."
In recent decades, social media has enabled the instantaneous spread of misinformation, often from shadowy sources. Social media platforms also let users profit from creating posts with high engagement, which fosters an environment in which "engagement bait" can dwarf quality information.
Whatever the motivations for sowing climate misinformation now, environmentalist and journalist Bill McKibben is unequivocal about where it all started: with the fossil fuel industry. 
"The first thing to be said is that disinformation about climate change was not there from the start," McKibben said. When he penned "The End of Nature," his 1989 book, which is widely considered the first to address the human impact on climate change for a general audience, President George H.W. Bush famously spoke of fighting the "greenhouse effect" with the "White House effect."
The Republican president saw climate change as a challenge to be solved by American innovation, but McKibben said Big Oil's alignment with influential political donors such as the Koch brothers has continually fueled false narratives about sustainable energy alternatives to fossil fuels.
"It's a long way from [Florida Gov. Ron] DeSantis in May banning the phrase 'climate change' from Florida state statutes and saying, 'I'm not a global warming person,'" McKibben said.
McKibben is hopeful that people's minds can be changed -- whether they are persuaded by the Pentagon or the pope or personal experience.
"Some people have just watched the forests near them burn or the rivers flood and they realize: The scientists were right," he said.
Morales, the Miami meteorologist, said that while data shows that climate denialists make up only a small percentage of the U.S. population, their voice is very loud. He worries that those who believe in conspiracy theories are making themselves vulnerable to extreme weather by not taking the necessary precautions. He is also concerned about how the spread of misinformation makes it tougher for emergency management services to communicate their messages about how to protect lives and property.
Morales told The Post that he broke down on air on Monday because of a combination of "angst" over how extreme weather events are becoming more severe, his empathy toward people whose lives were about to be upended by the storm, and his frustration with the world's inadequate response to the climate crisis.
"For over 20 years, we have been communicating on climate change, telling people that if we don't do something about this, we are going to see more of these extreme weather events," he said. "Now, it's all too real. Here it is. Here today the climate crisis is on top of us."
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Florida threatens to criminally charge TV stations airing abortion rights ad
The Florida health department is demanding stations pull the ad, which urges voters to defeat the state's six-week abortion ban at the polls.
By Ben Brasch | 2024-10-10

A screenshot from a political advertisement shows Caroline Williams holding up a medical scan showing the tumor in her brain. Williams is the face of a new ad campaign calling for the repeal of Florida's six-week abortion ban. (Courtesy of Floridians Protecting Freedom)


Florida's health department threatened criminal charges for television stations that run a political ad calling for the repeal of the state's six-week abortion ban, one of the nation's strictest.
At least two stations received cease-and-desist letters Thursday written by John Wilson, general counsel from the Florida Department of Health, demanding they pull the advertisement. Management for WCJB in Gainesville and WFLA in Tampa were not immediately available for comment Wednesday. The health department and office of Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) did not respond to requests for comment.
Wilson wrote that running the 30-second spot was a violation of Florida's "sanitary nuisance" law, which is commonly used to charge people with overflowing septic tanks or unclean slaughterhouses. He ordered the stations to remove the ads within 24 hours or open themselves up to a second-degree misdemeanor charge, which in Florida carries a sentence of imprisonment up to 60 days and a fine up to $500.
In the ad, Caroline Williams describes how Florida's current abortion ban would have put her in an early grave if it had been enacted a couple of years ago.
"Doctors knew that if I did not end my pregnancy, I would lose my baby, I would lose my life and my daughter would lose her mom. Florida has now banned abortion, even in cases like mine," she says in the ad.
Williams said she didn't expect the backlash. "I was honestly shocked," the Tampa woman told The Washington Post on Tuesday.
Williams was pregnant in 2022 when she was diagnosed with grade-4 brain tumor, she said. Doctors told her they couldn't treat her with chemotherapy or radiation while she was pregnant. Increased hormones from her pregnancy were supercharging her tumor, leaving her with little time to decide.
She was faced with deciding between a second child or more time with her husband and daughter. She said doctors told her that even waiting until 36 weeks would be too late. Williams had an abortion in Florida in April 2022. The next day, she was fitted for a radiation mask.
"I did it to be with my family longer," she told The Post.
Florida's conservative Supreme Court in April allowed the six-week abortion ban, which DeSantis signed in 2023, to take effect in May. The court ruled that the state's constitution does not protect abortion rights. The state's highest court also allowed on November's ballot an amendment to protect abortion rights in the state's constitution, which would undo the new abortion ban.
With abortion literally on the ballot, organizers see a chance not only to enshrine reproductive rights but sway other races.
News outlet Florida Politics first reported that two stations had received the letters, but FCC records show that other stations have also received them.
The ads were still running as of Wednesday, according to Floridians Protecting Freedom, the group that purchased the ad time. The organization said they have ads running on more than 50 stations, most of which have received the cease-and-desist letter.
Wilson's letter did not explain who at the station would be subject to punishment or provide details about the charging process.
The letter prompted harsh reaction from FCC Chair Jessica Rosenworcel on Tuesday.
"The right of broadcasters to speak freely is rooted in the First Amendment. Threats against broadcast stations for airing content that conflicts with the government's views are dangerous and undermine the fundamental principle of free speech," Rosenworcel wrote in a statement.
Wilson's letter said the stations have the right to broadcast political advertisements under the First Amendment and the Florida Constitution, but not the right to spread an ad that is not only "false" but "dangerous."
Women who have "pregnancy complications posing a serious risk of death or substantial and irreversible physical impairment" should seek medical treatment in Florida, he wrote, adding: "If they are led to believe that such treatment is unavailable under Florida law, such women could foreseeably travel out of state to seek emergency medical care, seek emergency medical care from unlicensed providers in Florida, or not seek emergency medical care at all."
Williams said she would have had to travel to another state if faced with her decision now. But she said she was too ill to fly and couldn't stray far from the hospital.
Williams, who has a terminal diagnosis, said that's why she wanted to do the ad: to show the impossible choices people are left to make in states with abortion bans. And for her 4-year-old daughter.
"I did this so my daughter could have the same rights I had and that my mom had," she said.
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Live updates: Israel's cabinet to vote on Iran response; U.N. says two peacekeepers injured in Lebanon
Israel's security cabinet will meet Thursday to vote on Israel's response to Iran's Oct. 1 missile attack. The U.N. said two peacekeepers were injured by Israeli fire.
By Frances Vinall, Andrew Jeong, Adela Suliman, Shira Rubin, Abbie Cheeseman, Mikhail Klimentov, Lior Soroka  , Mohamad  El Chamaa, Heba Farouk Mahfouz , Annabelle Timsit, Steve Hendrix, Karen DeYoung, Sammy Westfall | 2024-10-10
Israel's security cabinet will meet Thursday night to vote on the country's response to Iran's Oct. 1 missile attack, said an Israeli official who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly. A spokesperson for the U.N. Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) said three positions held by U.N. peacekeepers were hit by Israeli fire over the past 24 hours and two peacekeepers were injured. Israeli forces have yet to publicly comment.
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Al Jazeera says two cameramen shot in Gaza by 'increasingly hostile' forces
It comes as the Committee to Protect Journalists says at least 128 journalists and media workers have been killed over the past year of war in the Middle East.
By Adela Suliman, Mikhail Klimentov | 2024-10-10

Medics and colleagues of Al Jazeera photojournalist Fadi al-Wahidi stand next to him as he receives treatment at Al-Ahli Arab hospital, also known as the Baptist hospital, in Gaza City on Oct. 9. (Omar Al-Qattaa/AFP/Getty Images)


Two Al Jazeera cameramen were shot this week and are in critical condition, the network said Wednesday, in a statement that accused the Israeli military of being "increasingly hostile toward media workers."
Cameraman Fadi Al Wahidi was shot with a "bullet to his neck" while covering an attack on the Jabalya refugee camp in northern Gaza and remains critically injured, the network said. It also said that cameraman Ali Al-Attar was shot on Monday while covering the conditions of the displaced Palestinians in Deir al-Balah.
It comes as the Committee to Protect Journalists says at least 128 journalists and media workers have been killed over the past year of war in the Middle East, calling the numbers "unprecedented."
"More journalists and media workers have died in the Israel-Gaza war than in any other year since CPJ began documenting journalist killings in 1992," it said, adding that all but five of those killed were Palestinians.
"Al Jazeera strongly condemns the continued targeting of its journalists by the Israeli Occupation Forces," the network said in a statement. "The deliberate targeting of journalists is a flagrant violation of international laws protecting the press and humanitarian workers in war zones."
The Israel Defense Forces told The Washington Post earlier this week that it directs its strikes only toward military targets and operatives, and does not target civilians, including media organizations and journalists. It did not immediately respond to a Thursday request for comment on the two incidents involving the Al Jazeera cameramen and the network's claims its journalists had been targeted.
Al-Attar was "still in critical condition, deprived of the necessary medical care due to the siege imposed on the area," the network said.
Jodie Ginsberg, chief executive of the CPJ, said the press advocacy group is "pushing for al-Attar's immediate evacuation."
"He is in a critical condition and needs urgent treatment that cannot be supplied in Gaza because of the destruction by Israel of Gazan medical facilities. The U.S. -- a defender of press freedom -- should urge this," she wrote on X.
In August Al Jazeera journalist Ismail al-Ghoul and cameraman Rami al-Rifi were killed in an attack west of Gaza City in the Shati refugee camp, where people were gathering after the death of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh. The Doha-based network dismissed as "baseless allegations" Israel's accusations that al-Ghoul had been a Hamas operative.
Last October a Reuters video journalist, Issam Abdallah, was killed and six other journalists injured a few days after the war began. On Thursday the CPJ issued a separate statement that "a year later, Israel still has not confirmed if it has even completed a preliminary investigation into the attack."
"Israel has not released information about the identities of the officials who authorized or conducted the strike, leaving the survivors with more questions than answers," the CPJ said Thursday.
It added that investigations by the United Nations as well as those by Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, AFP and Reuters had "all independently arrived at the same conclusion: that Israel conducted a deliberate attack on the journalists." The CPJ said that deliberate attacks on civilians "constitutes a war crime under international law" and said the attack was "part of a pattern of impunity by Israel in journalist killings." The Israel Defense Forces did not respond to a request for comment.
A photojournalist for the Hamas-run Al-Aqsa TV network was also killed in the same attack that injured Wahidi on Wednesday, that network said.
At funerals in Gaza, placing blue press vests and helmets on the bodies of fallen reporters, photographers and others has become a grim ritual as the death toll continues to rise.
Niha Masih contributed to this report.
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Zelensky takes his 'Victory Plan' to Europe after Biden cancels trip
The timing of President Joe Biden's move is a setback, as the Ukrainian leader has been rushing to drum up support for his plan ahead of the U.S. presidential election next month. 
By Isabelle Khurshudyan | 2024-10-10

French President Emmanuel Macron greets Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, upon his arrival at the Elysee Palace in Paris on Thursday. (Christophe Petit Tesson/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


KYIV -- Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky and his "Victory Plan" to end the war with Russia were dealt a significant blow this week by an unexpected foe -- Hurricane Milton.
A meeting of Kyiv's allies, the Ukraine Defense Contact Group, scheduled for this weekend at Ramstein Air Base in Germany was postponed after President Joe Biden canceled his travel plans to stay in the United States as the Category 3 storm made landfall in Florida on Wednesday night. It's unclear when the summit will now take place and whether the same senior delegations, including Biden, will attend.
For Ukraine, the timing of the postponement is a setback, as Zelensky has been rushing to drum up support for his plan ahead of the U.S. presidential election next month. In what appeared to be an effort to salvage the week, Zelensky instead embarked on a European tour to London, Paris, Berlin and Rome to pitch the details of his strategy. The plan includes NATO membership for Ukraine, permission to use Western missiles for deeper strikes on Russian territory and greater quantities of weapons.
Zelensky met Thursday with French President Emmanuel Macron, British Prime Minister Keir Starmer and NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte. He shared with each of them his Victory Plan,  in which he proposes "decisive steps that will allow the war to end no later than 2025."
The urgency is tied to the uncertainty of the upcoming U.S. elections. Ukrainian officials are particularly eyeing the last months of the year -- after Election Day in November and before a new president takes office in January -- as an opportunity to secure greater support from Biden.
Zelensky and his team have urged the outgoing American president to use his final months in office to cement his legacy as the leader who helped Ukraine against the Russians with new security commitments strengthening its position in any future negotiations to end the war.
"Weakness of any of our allies will inspire [Russian President Vladimir] Putin," Zelensky said at a summit in Croatia on Wednesday. "That's why we're asking them to strengthen us, in terms of security guarantees, in terms of weapons, in terms of our future after this war. In my view, [Putin] only understands force."
But the so far tepid reactions from some officials already briefed on Zelensky's Victory Plan indicate that Kyiv may not get the kind of trump card that it was hoping for.
Gen. Charles Q. Brown Jr., chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said Wednesday that Zelensky's Victory Plan lays out some things that Ukrainian officials "already have somewhat asked for," and U.S. officials are reviewing the plan for "what's really in the realm of possible."
Brown, speaking to reporters in Keflavik, Iceland, said there is a difference of opinion among NATO allies about whether to admit Ukraine to the alliance. U.S. officials would also consult further with Ukraine on the specific numbers and types of munitions it has requested.
"We're going to have to sit down with the Ukrainians and kind of work through what can you actually do versus what do you have on this list," Brown said.
Starmer said at the start of his meeting with Zelensky that it was "very important we are able to show our continued commitment to support Ukraine." He said their meeting was a chance to "go through the plan, to talk in more detail."

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky enter 10 Downing Street on Thursday as Larry the cat walks outside. (Ukrainian Presidential Press Service/AFP/Getty Images) 


Present at the meeting was Rutte, the new head of NATO, who afterward assured journalists that support for Ukraine was rock-solid and in the alliance's core interests.
"Supporting Ukraine in the fight with Russia is crucial for our collective security," he said. "If Putin gets his way in Ukraine, that would have serious security implications for all of us in NATO."
There were no public announcements, however, about any of the elements in Zelensky's plan. The Ukrainian president is scheduled to visit the German and Italian capitals on Friday.
Western diplomats in Kyiv have sensed that Zelensky has become more open to beginning negotiations with Russia, even as Moscow's forces occupy more than 20 percent of Ukraine and are unlikely to cede any territory they currently control. For example, Zelensky has said that Russia will be invited to the next peace summit that Ukraine plans to organize, though when that will take place remains unclear.
Zelensky has touted the importance of ending the war on Ukraine's terms, but its position has weakened over the past year as Russia has gained ground on the battlefield, particularly in the eastern Donetsk region.
Though Kyiv generated some new enthusiasm for its defense with a surprising summer cross-border incursion into Russia's Kursk region, advances there have now stalled, too. Moreover, the operation didn't lead to Russia diverting its forces from the front in eastern Ukraine as officials in Kyiv had hoped. Most recently, Ukraine was forced to withdraw its troops from the eastern coal town of Vuhledar, and analysts project more losses in the coming months.
Though public trust in Zelensky remains high, frustrations about the downward trajectory of the war have become more evident. And Ukrainians will have to pay more to fund the ongoing war effort. The country's parliament on Thursday approved a tax hike on personal income for military expenditure, from 1.5 percent to 5 percent.
"We hear the word 'Victory' less and less, and 'Negotiations' more and more," Oleh Sentsov, a prominent Ukrainian filmmaker who is serving in the military, wrote in a Facebook post this week.
"The Victory Plan is now Biden's responsibility, and we wash our hands of it," he continued. "The fortress city of Vuhledar turned out not to be such a strategic point after all, and we've already grown accustomed to losing a village every day."
Volodymyr Fesenko, a Ukrainian political analyst, wrote in a Facebook post that the "traditional political and psychological flaw of Ukrainians -- overly high expectations -- has reemerged."
"Expectations for the so-called Victory Plan were overheated, and then the same happened with the Ramstein meeting," he said. "It's important not to expect miracles."
Serhiy Morgunov in Kyiv and Dan Lamothe in Keflavik, Iceland, contributed to this report.
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Peacekeepers wounded by Israeli fire in Lebanon, U.N. says, as tensions rise
Israeli forces have fired at three U.N. positions in the south of Lebanon over the past 24 hours, the United Nations said Thursday. The IDF had no immediate comment.
By Abbie Cheeseman, Jarrett Ley, Evan Hill, Lior Soroka | 2024-10-10
BEIRUT -- Israeli forces have fired at three U.N. positions in the south of Lebanon over the past 24 hours, the United Nations said Thursday, dramatically escalating a nearly week-long standoff between international peacekeepers and advancing Israeli ground troops.
Two peacekeepers were injured and receiving treatment, according to a statement from the U.N. Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), after an Israeli tank fired toward an observation tower at their main headquarters in the southwest city of Naqoura.
The statement also accused Israeli soldiers of firing on two other positions nearby, hitting the entrance to a bunker where peacekeepers were sheltering in Ras Naqoura, along the coast, and damaging equipment at a relay station closer to the border.
The Israel Defense Forces did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Tensions between the IDF and UNIFIL forces first came to light Sunday, when a U.N. official confirmed that Israeli forces were in the process of building a forward operating base on Lebanese soil that was "dangerously" close to another U.N. position. The Israeli troops withdrew Tuesday, according to the U.N. secretary general, but had returned by Wednesday morning, said Andrea Tenenti, the UNIFIL spokesperson in Beirut.
The situation was changing by the minute, Tenenti said Wednesday, "putting our peacekeepers at risk and hindering our ability to operate effectively."
The original flash point, known as 6-52, houses Irish and Polish troops and is located some 750 yards from the southeastern border town of Maroun al-Ras: the entry point for the last Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 2006 and the site of some of that war's bloodiest fighting. The IDF presence there offered a rare window into the progress of its ground offensive against Hezbollah, while Thursday's escalation underscored the precarity of the peacekeeping mission in southern Lebanon.
Satellite imagery taken Saturday by Planet Labs and obtained by The Washington Post showed around 30 Israeli military vehicles positioned in three locations next to the U.N. base, some just a few feet away -- matching recent photographs taken by troops inside.
The IDF did not respond to multiple requests for comment about why its forces were positioned so close to a U.N. position.
There are more than 10,000 UNIFIL peacekeepers from 50 countries stationed along the Lebanon-Israel border, tasked with monitoring the cease-fire reached by the two countries after the 2006 conflict -- one that mostly held until Oct. 8 last year, when Hezbollah began launching rockets into northern Israel in solidarity with Hamas in Gaza. Israel retaliated with months of airstrikes across Lebanon.
Last week, as Israeli troops invaded southern Lebanon, the IDF ordered the United Nations to evacuate its bases near the border. But Tenenti said the instructions were vague and did not specify which of its 50 positions should be vacated. Soon after the order came down, Tenenti said, the dozens of countries that make up the force collectively agreed their troops would remain in place.
"We decided we need to continue to fly the U.N. flag," Tenenti said. "This is our mandate, and although that mandate has been heavily challenged, it is important to send the signal that we are staying."
Israeli troops began to station themselves around 6-52 almost as soon as the United Nations declared its troops would stay put -- leading UNIFIL to put out a rare statement blasting the IDF for "unacceptable" activities that put peacekeepers in harm's way. The United Nations said it was in "repeated" conversations with the Israeli mission in New York over the "dangerous" developments.
Yet those talks appear to have done little to calm tensions on the ground. U.N. positions have been "repeatedly hit" by the IDF, according to UNIFIL's statement Thursday. Israeli fire damaged vehicles and a communications system in Naqoura, the statement said, and a drone was observed inside the base. IDF soldiers also "deliberately fired at and disabled the position's perimeter-monitoring cameras," UNIFIL said.
"For now, we are staying," a U.N. official told The Post on Thursday, speaking on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the issue. "But this is bad."
The peacekeepers' continued presence in an active and growing war zone is likely to lead to further confrontations with Israeli forces. In the Irish area of responsibility alone, three UNIFIL bases sit in villages under IDF evacuation orders. And across the territory they are charged with monitoring, U.N. officials say, most UNIFIL soldiers are largely confined to bunkers, surrounded by heavy fire, unable to carry out basic tasks.
Reports in Irish media said some troops from 6-52 had called home to say they did not know how or when they would be able to leave Lebanon. In a photo leaked by a peacekeeper at the base and published in Irish newspapers, the barrel of a tank was facing directly at the window of their post.
Jonathan Conricus, a former IDF spokesman and senior fellow at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, said Wednesday that the IDF "will balance between its operational needs to defeat Hezbollah and the safety of UNIFIL personnel on the ground. The responsible and wise thing to do at this moment on behalf of the U.N. would be to evacuate all peacekeepers from southern Lebanon until the fighting is over," he added.
Israeli officials have long criticized UNIFIL as a toothless mission, preoccupied with monitoring small border violations rather than preventing militants from entrenching themselves in the south.
David Mencer, spokesperson for Israel's National Public Diplomacy Directorate, said Thursday that UNIFIL has been "an abject failure." Its "purpose was to ensure that Hezbollah did not exist between the Litani River and our southern border," he added. "They've never fulfilled that task."
The full scope of Israel's ground offensive remains unclear. Large parts of the south have been almost entirely depopulated by relentless aerial bombardment, leaving few eyewitnesses behind, and the border areas that have seen the heaviest fighting are inaccessible to journalists.
While the IDF has declined to say how many troops it has sent into Lebanon, military analysts and former Israeli defense officials shared a range of estimates with The Post, the lowest of which was 20,000. The satellite imagery taken around the UNIFIL base Saturday was among the clearest documentation to date of Israeli military movements inside the country.
Newer satellite photos show that Maroun al-Ras is one of at least five locations where Israeli forces have pushed into Lebanon. Vehicle tracks, scorched earth and damaged or destroyed buildings mark other paths of Israeli advances in the towns of Yaroun, Odaisseh and Kfar Kela over the past week. Another image from Planet Labs shows vehicle tracks leading from the border to the village of Meiss el Jabal. The tracks first appeared Monday, extending further into the village and its outskirts on Tuesday.
Since beginning its ground operations in southeast Lebanon last week, Israeli troops have moved westward, adding new troop divisions at each stage. Evacuation warnings -- which Israel has placed on at least 117 villages and towns, according to a Washington Post tally -- have spread across much of the southern border and now cover almost a third of the country's coastline.
Normally, UNIFIL would be patrolling alongside the Lebanese army and coordinating deconfliction between the warring parties to allow for humanitarian evacuations and aid convoys. Now, their presence is a largely symbolic one and increasingly under threat.
Monitoring activities are limited to whatever the cameras and radars attached to their positions can capture, and some of that equipment has been damaged. Some UNIFIL forces can move around their positions but not beyond them.
"Any deliberate attack on peacekeepers is a grave violation of international humanitarian law," the United Nations said in its statement Thursday. "We are following up with the IDF on these matters."
Ley and Hill reported from New York and Soroka from Tel Aviv. Steve Hendrix in Jerusalem, Samuel Oakford in New York and Imogen Piper in London contributed to this report.
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Boris Johnson just published his political memoir. It's unbelievable.
The former British prime minister's book "Unleashed" has made minor news. But British readers seem to be viewing it more as entertainment than history.
By William Booth | 2024-10-10

Copies of "Unleashed," by former British prime minister Boris Johnson, are displayed Thursday in the window of bookshop in London. (Benjamin Cremel/AFP/Getty Images)


LONDON -- Boris Johnson has published his political memoir. The book is like the former prime minister: Funny. Frustrating. And not entirely believable. At least, that's the early take.
The book, titled "Unleashed," was released in Britain on Thursday. It will be available in the United States next week. Online preorder sales were brisk in the United Kingdom.
There are some spicy reveals. Queen Elizabeth II, he says, suffered from bone cancer. Her death certificate said simply she died of "old age."
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, he suggests, may have planted a listening device in his Foreign Office bathroom during a visit to London in 2017. Or as Johnson recalled, "it may or may not be a coincidence but I am told that later, when they were doing a regular sweep for bugs, they found a listening device in the thunderbox."
In another passage, Johnson recounts asking his military advisers "whether it might be technically feasible to launch an aquatic raid" on a warehouse in the Netherlands to recover AstraZeneca coronavirus vaccine doses he believed were owed to Britain.
The revelations have made minor news and sparked rounds of chat on TV and social media here. But British readers seem to be viewing the memoir more as entertainment than definitive history.
Although he still writes an opinion column in the Daily Mail and is fairly popular with the public, Johnson is no longer a highly influential political figure. His words have carried limited weight since he was pushed out of office by members of his own party, who had grown furious with his inability to give straight answers.
Will the memoir burnish his image? Lay the groundwork for a comeback? Or reinforce the sense that he was an unserious leader?
The Daily Mail, which has been running excerpts, proclaimed it "the political memoir of the century." The London Times called it "childishly amusing." The Guardian went with "memoirs of a clown."
The book covers Johnson's years as London mayor, Brexit campaigner, foreign secretary and prime minister. Coming in at 772 pages, it retains the feel, the propulsion, of a dashed-off newspaper column, with all the usual Johnsonian giddy word play -- alongside lots of references to ancient Rome and Greece.
In Johnson's telling, his predecessor, Prime Minister Theresa May, was "old grumpy-knickers."
President Donald Trump was "like an orange-hued dirigible exuberantly buoyed aloft by the inexhaustible Primus stove of his own ego."
The short-statured French President Emmanuel Macron wore a "Cuban-heeled bootee" and was a "positive nuisance" over Brexit. On a serious note, Johnson claims that Macron was "weaponizing" illegal migration during the Brexit negotiations by turning a blind eye toward the gangs smuggling people across the dangerous English Channel.
In the past week, Johnson has been doing the rounds on British television talk shows. The exchanges have at times been rocky -- and revealing as to how Johnson is viewed as a former leader.
ITV interviewer Tom Bradby told Johnson that "Anthony Seldon, who I guess you would call, more or less, the sort of official biographer of prime ministers, says you're the worst prime minister in British history."
Johnson: "Er, well, I --"
Bradby, turning the screwdriver, "In the whole of history --"
Johnson: "Well, I think, I don't know. I don't know this guy, uh, very well. But I think that's complete nonsense."
On right-leaning GB News, Telegraph columnist Camilla Tomineyasked: "Do people misunderstand you?"
Johnson replied: "They understand me too well."
Tominey: "So when people criticize you as a buffoon? Another criticism is that you are a pathological liar?"
Johnson responded that "a lot of very clever people were driven potty by Brexit, and they couldn't believe that their argument, which they thought was better, had been defeated."
Asked on LBC Radio by host Nick Ferrari: "Which was your greater lie? Lying about proroguing Parliament to the queen, or lying to Parliament about the [rule-breaking pandemic] parties?"
Johnson eventually answered, "Neither. Since neither of them were a lie, there was no lie."
A court ruled in 2019 that Johnson's government had unlawfully suspended Parliament and been misleading -- including, perhaps, to the queen -- about its real reasons for doing so. And an investigation by lawmakers determined last year that Johnson deliberately misled Parliament about boozy government gatherings at the height of the covid lockdown.
In the book, Johnson mostly blames the "Partygate" scandal -- what he calls the "the whole Partygate hoo-ha" -- on malicious leaks by his closest aides (whom he had hired).
A "miserable and wildly inflated affair," which he says distorted what happened when hardworking colleagues "briefly slackened the tempo of their work and raised a glass," Johnson writes.
Nothing to see here, people -- except during that very same time, Johnson's government effectively canceled Christmas, locked the pubs and wrote draconian rules that forbade families from gathering for funerals.
In the Times of London, reviewer Tom Peck cautioned, "The reason Johnson, a biographer of notoriously dubious merit, has turned to autobiography significantly earlier than he would have liked is because his party correctly calculated that the country could no longer believe a word he had to say."
Asked if he wasn't forever deflecting and blaming others, Johnson told one interviewer that "there's yards and yards of self-loathing" in the book.
He does say that he learned some things during his time in office. He writes that he made a "mistake" in offering "pathetic" and "groveling" apologies for the parties at Downing Street, which "made it look as though we were far more culpable than we were."
Johnson says he "has no idea" if he will ever run for office again. He writes: "I used to claim that my chances of becoming PM were about the same as being reincarnated as an olive or decapitated by a frisbee. The longer I spend away from Westminster, the stronger my belief that you should only get involved if you really think you can be useful."
His memoir, filled with memories of how well he did things, as well as a long list of policy prescriptions, suggests he continues to see himself as highly useful.
The book can be read as a pitch to run things again someday. At the end is a chapter titled "Some Pointers for the Future." Johnson's to-do list for Britain includes: fix capitalism, the climate crisis, housing, taxes and health care, as well as "the national obsession with running ourselves down."
Johnson still has supporters, but far, far fewer than at his peak.
This year's Conservative Party conference in Birmingham coincided with the publication of his memoir excerpts. Johnson was not the talk of the town. He had the whiff of yesterday's man.
At one conference event hosted by the Spectator magazine, which Johnson once edited, the audience was asked about his future prospects. In a  show of hands, most participants opposed his return even as a lawmaker, let alone leader.
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The 2024 Nobel Prize announcements have begun. Track the winners here.
The 2024 Nobel Prize announcements have begun. Track the winners here.
By Lizette Ortega | 2024-10-10
The 2024 Nobel Prize recipients are being announced this week, shining a spotlight on some of the world's most prominent thinkers and innovators.
The awards, most of which date to 1901, are intended to go to those who "have conferred the greatest benefit to humankind," founder Alfred Nobel wrote in his will. Past recipients include the likes of Albert Einstein, Marie Curie and the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
We'll be tracking the winners as they are announced and updating results here.
Who won this year? Victor Ambros and Gary Ruvkun won this year's Nobel Prize in physiology or medicine on Monday for their discovery of microRNA. Not to be confused with messenger RNA, microRNA is a tiny molecule that tells our cells how to behave. This year's laureates figured out that microRNA plays a key role in gene regulation, which ensures that our cells perform their necessary functions. Understanding microRNA's role is crucial for addressing the challenges that arise when it doesn't work properly, including cancer and congenital hearing loss.
Who won last year? Katalin Kariko and Drew Weissman won the Nobel Prize in physiology or medicine last year for their studies of messenger RNA, which enabled the development of coronavirus vaccines. Messenger RNA, or mRNA, is a key component of our cells. It's a molecule that carries instructions from the DNA to make proteins, which are essential for building and repairing our bodies. The Nobel laureates figured out how to alter mRNA so that, when delivered through a vaccine, it triggers the immune system to develop protective antibodies against a disease.
Who won this year? John Hopfield and Geoffrey Hinton won this year's Nobel Prize in physics for their foundational work in machine learning. Machine learning, a subfield within artificial intelligence work, refers to the development of computer systems that can learn and adapt without being given explicit instructions. The laureates figured out how to create systems that process data similar to how the brain processes information. Their work has found applications across fields, including astrophysics, medical diagnostics and climate modeling.
Who won last year? Pierre Agostini, Ferenc Krausz and Anne L'Huillier won the Nobel Prize in physics last year for developing super short laser pulses that can be used to study how electrons move. Electrons are part of the building blocks of our universe, so understanding how they behave is important to many fields. Knowing how electrons carry and exchange energy can enable the development of new electronics and help us study other tiny things, such as molecules, advancing diagnostic capabilities in medicine.
Who won this year? David Baker, Demis Hassabis and John Jumper won this year's Nobel Prize in chemistry for their studies of protein structure and design. Proteins are strings of molecules that drive our bodily functions, from the development of antibodies to the repair of tissues. The laureates figured out how to predict the structure of proteins and design entirely new ones. Their work has found applications in virus studies, vaccine development and the study of nanomaterials.
Who won last year? Moungi Bawendi, Louis Brus and Alexei Ekimov were awarded the Nobel Prize in chemistry last year for creating quantum dots. Quantum dots are incredibly small objects -- think a million times smaller than a pinhead -- that, depending on their size, can produce various colors of light. Today, quantum dots can be found in everyday items, such as TV screens and LED lamps.
Who won this year? Han Kang won this year's Nobel Prize in literature, the first writer from South Korea to do so, for "intense prose" that "exposes the fragility of human life." Her surreal novel "The Vegetarian," about a woman who comes to believe she is a vegetable, brought her international acclaim. Three of her other books have been translated into English -- "Human Acts," "Greek Lessons" and "The White Book" -- and another translation is forthcoming in 2025.
Who won last year? Jon Fosse, the genre-spanning Norwegian writer best known for his plays and fiction contemplating the divine, won last year's Nobel Prize in literature. In its announcement, the Swedish academy singled out "Septology," Fosse's multivolume novel in which a painter meditates on dying, memory, alcoholism and art. Widely regarded as Fosse's masterwork, "Septology" is published in the United States by the nonprofit Transit Books, run by a husband-and-wife team out of their home in Richmond, Calif.
When will they announce the prize? Friday, at 5 a.m. Eastern time.
Who won last year? Narges Mohammadi, an imprisoned Iranian human rights activist, won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2023. The Norwegian Nobel Committee commended "her fight against the oppression of women in Iran and her fight to promote human rights and freedom for all." The prize cast an international spotlight on the struggle for women's rights in the Middle Eastern nation, where women took to the streets in protest after the death of a young woman in custody in September 2022. Mohammadi was the fifth person to receive the prize while incarcerated.
When will they announce the prize? Oct. 14, 5:45 a.m. Eastern time
Who won last year? Professor Claudia Goldin, a trailblazing economist at Harvard University, won the Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences for her work exploring the role of women in the labor market. Goldin's analysis of more than 200 years of U.S. labor force data shows how employment rates and the gender wage gap depend not just on the economy but also on evolving social norms related to women's education and roles in the home and family. Goldin was only the third woman to win the Nobel Prize in economics, which has been awarded to 90 men.
Marisa Bellack, Jennifer Liberto and Sophia Nguyen contributed to this report.
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Tributes flow for Ratan Tata, Indian billionaire and philanthropist
Tata, who led a business empire while touching numerous facets of Indian life with his philanthropy, died of age-related health complications. He was 86.
By Gerry Shih | 2024-10-10

Ratan Tata attends the launch of a Tata Motors vehicle in Mumbai in 2020. (Hemanshi Kamani/Reuters)


NEW DELHI -- Ratan Tata, who led a sprawling business empire that spanned automobiles, steel, retail and IT services while touching numerous other facets of Indian life with his philanthropy, died late Wednesday of age-related health complications, triggering tributes from across India and beyond. He was 86.
Tata's death at a Mumbai hospital was announced by the Tata Group, the family business where he began to work in the 1960s. Initially starting as a shop-floor apprentice in the family's prized steel subsidiary, he rose to become group chairman in 1991 and led high-profile acquisitions for tea production giant Tetley in 2000 and Jaguar -- another iconic British brand -- in 2008. The deals raised Tata's global stature and drew tongue-in-cheek cheers in India for "reverse colonialism."
In many ways, Tata became one of India's most admired men precisely because he cut an unusual figure in its freewheeling, post-liberalization business landscape. Compared to his peers, Tata lived modestly, spoke with self-effacing humility, was rarely tainted by rumors of corruption or scandal and avoided the appearance of overtly participating in politics.
Even though his company was overtaken by faster-growing rivals, Tata gave millions to education and health initiatives through his trusts and maintained a social-minded bent even in business: In the 2000s, he made initial sketches for the Tata Nano, pushing his car company to introduce the sub-$2,500 hatchback that he envisioned would become a "people's car" for lower-income India, but sales never took off.
Late Wednesday, Prime Minister Narendra Modi led the nation in an outpouring of tributes that often focused on Tata's personal integrity and his legacy outside of business. Modi praised Tata as a "visionary business leader, compassionate soul and extraordinary human" and lauded his work in promoting education, health care, sanitation and animal welfare.
Modi's predecessor, Manmohan Singh of the Congress Party, said that Tata's "vision and humanity" were demonstrated by his charity work, and that he had "the courage of speaking the truth to the men in power."
Other remembrances flowed in from various foreign embassies in New Delhi, Alphabet's Indian-born chief executive, Sundar Pichai, and Cornell University, where Tata obtained a bachelor's degree in architecture in 1962 while living on a meager monthly stipend. In recent decades, Tata has become Cornell's largest international donor.
On Thursday, the Maharashtra state government declared a day of mourning, and Indian luminaries and ordinary citizens gathered in front of Tata's residence and on the lawn of the National Center for Performing Arts in South Mumbai, where his casket was kept, to pay their final respects.
Born in 1937 in Mumbai, Tata belonged to the relatively small community of Parsis, the followers of the Zoroastrian religion who fled persecution in Persia centuries ago and resettled on India's western coast. In 1991, when Tata took over the firm founded by his great-grandfather more than a century before, it was already one of India's most storied conglomerates, with holdings that included the famous Taj Mahal Hotel on the Mumbai waterfront; steel mills and power plants; the Tata Motors carmaker; and the airline that would later be renamed Air India.
Under Ratan Tata, the company further expanded its global footprint with the Jaguar and Land Rover acquisitions, and Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) helped spearhead India's IT outsourcing boom in the 2000s.
In 2012, he resigned as group chairman, plunging the Tata clan -- which had struggled to name heirs for decades -- into a succession crisis. In 2017, after a years-long battle for control with his handpicked successor that played out in the media and courts, the group's board named Natarajan Chandrasekaran, a former TCS employee, to be chairman, the first non-Parsi professional executive to assume the position.
In a rare and embarrassing disclosure in 2010, leaked recordings revealed that Tata, like almost all Indian business tycoons, had in fact been lobbying politicians with payments. But Tata moved past the scandal with his decades-long reputation mostly unscathed.
In a BBC interview that aired in 2000, the television journalist Karan Thapar asked Tata whether he was worried his company was falling behind competitors in the Indian system because "you don't grease palms, that you don't facilitate; is that often a burden?"
"More than anything else, one is proud of that," Tata replied. "Sometimes it is a problem ... [but] I really would like to go to bed at night or wake up in the morning saying that we have not succumbed, and yet we've been successful."
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Taiwan's President Lai says Beijing 'has no right' to represent Taipei
Taipei and Washington say there is no justification for China launching additional military drills as "punishment" after Taiwan's National Day celebrations.
By Katrina Northrop | 2024-10-10

Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te said Oct. 10 that the People's Republic of China "has no right to represent Taiwan" in his National Day celebrations speech.


TAIPEI, Taiwan -- The People's Republic of China "has no right to represent Taiwan," Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te said Thursday, delivering a forceful defense of the island's democracy and of its integration in the international community on its National Day.
"As president, my mission is to ensure that our nation endures and progresses, and to unite the 23 million people of Taiwan," he said in a speech in front of the Presidential Office Building in Taipei. "I will also uphold the commitment to resist annexation or encroachment upon our sovereignty."
Since becoming president in May, Lai has consistently pushed the envelope in his remarks about Taiwan's status, resulting in fiery denunciations from Beijing. But his Thursday speech also included offers to work together with China.
Analysts are watching closely to see whether China will launch military drills around Taiwan in coming days, like it has during other sensitive political moments. The White House said Wednesday that there was "no justification" for Beijing taking such action.
In Thursday's speech -- which came during a ceremony that included performances from a military marching band and cheerleaders, as well as a jet and helicopter flyover -- Lai also called on China to make positive contributions to global peace.
"For a long time now, countries around the world have supported China, invested in China and assisted China in joining the World Trade Organization. ... This was done out of the hope that China would join the rest of the world in making global contributions," he said.
"As we stand here today, international tensions are on the rise," Lai said, adding that he hoped China would use its influence to end conflict in Ukraine and the Middle East.
He contrasted China's behavior with Taiwan's. "In an era when the international landscape is becoming increasingly chaotic, Taiwan will become more calm, more confident and stronger," he said.
Lai also said he was willing to work with China on climate change, infectious diseases and "maintaining regional security to pursue peace and mutual prosperity for the well-being of the people on the two sides of the Taiwan Strait."
Beijing sees Taiwan, a democratically governed island of 23 million people, as a renegade province, even though the Chinese Communist Party has never ruled Taiwan. It also views Lai as a dangerous "separatist" and has said he is a "troublemaker through and through."
In a press conference on Thursday, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning said Lai's comments "attempt to sever the historical connections between the two sides of the Taiwan strait," she said. "The government of the PRC is the sole legal representative of China."
Since he became president, Lai has become increasingly assertive with his language. Over the weekend, he stated in a speech that it would be "impossible" for the People's Republic of China to become Taiwan's motherland, because the island's government is actually older.
In a statement on Tuesday, China's Taiwan Affairs Office said Lai's comments on Saturday were "old wine in a new bottle" and accused Lai of having "sinister intentions to escalate hostility and confrontation."
Last month, Lai suggested that if China believes it has a claim to Taiwan, it should also be taking back territory given to Russia in the 19th century.

People in Taipei wave flags and take photos as fighter jets fly over them in celebration of National Day. (Ann Wang/Reuters)


Lev Nachman, a political science professor at National Taiwan University, said that the speech marked more continuity than divergence with the previous Tsai Ing-wen administration.
"It was surprisingly pragmatic for Lai. We have come to know to him, especially when he is talking about China, as being more inclined to being more snarky than not. We didn't really get a lot of that snark in this speech," he said. "It tells me that when it matters, William Lai knows how to rein it in," he added, using the president's English name.
Chinese leader Xi Jinping has made bringing Taiwan under China's control an important part of his legacy and has threatened to take it over by force if necessary.
In recent years, tensions have risen sharply across the Taiwan Strait, and China has unleashed increasingly aggressive shows of force against the island. Xi has underscored his willingness to use force to achieve that goal by sending rising numbers of warplanes and navy ships to probe the island's defenses.
Even the concept of a Taiwanese National Day is anathema to Beijing. The day, known as "Double Ten," marks the overthrow of the last Chinese imperial dynasty in 1911, which led to the establishment of the Republic of China, led by the Kuomintang. In 1949, the Chinese Communist Party defeated KMT forces, which retreated to the island of Taiwan, still formally called the Republic of China.
Beijing's reaction to Lai's latest speech may not be limited to rhetoric, however. Analysts are watching closely to see whether China will use this as a trigger for more military drills.
After Lai was inaugurated this spring, securing a third term for the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), which rejects closer ties with Beijing, the Chinese military commenced "punishment" exercises around the island. These large-scale military drills, which were called "Joint Sword-2024A," involved a barrage of dozens of Chinese warplanes and several navy destroyers.
Taiwanese and U.S. officials have voiced concerns that Beijing will launch the next phase of "Joint Sword-2024B" exercises in response to the speech.
On Thursday morning, Taiwan's Defense Ministry said it had detected 27 Chinese jets, including some that crossed the median line of the Taiwan Strait, and five Chinese ships around Taiwan since Wednesday.
The Biden administration is prepared to see Chinese military drills following Lai's speech this week, a senior administration official told reporters Wednesday, speaking on the condition of anonymity because of the matter's sensitivity.
"Beijing is increasingly using normal political events like the inauguration as pretext for military pressure," the official said. "We see no justification for a routine annual celebration to be used in this manner, and coercive actions like this against Taiwan and in the cross-strait context, in our view, undermine cross-strait peace and stability."
The United States, along with most of the international community, does not recognize Taiwan as an independent nation. Instead, the United States adheres to a one-China policy, which recognizes the mainland Chinese government as the sole legitimate government of China without explicitly endorsing China's claims over Taiwan.
But as U.S.-China tensions have escalated since the start of the Trump administration in 2016, Washington has bolstered its support for Taiwan. The United States sells arms to Taiwan to help it defend itself, but it has never committed to come to Taiwan's defense in the case of a Chinese invasion, in a long-standing policy known as "strategic ambiguity."
At the same time, high-profile U.S. politicians such as Nancy Pelosi, the former House speaker, have made controversial visits to Taiwan in recent years.
In May this year, a bipartisan delegation of U.S. lawmakers, led by Rep. Michael McCaul (R-Tex.), the chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, visited Lai soon after his inauguration to show support for Taiwan. At the time, China told the lawmakers to "stop supporting and indulging 'Taiwan independence' secessionist forces."
The KMT, which is more friendly to Beijing and was in power until 2016, has loudly criticized Lai's comments about the cross-strait relationship. Ma Ying-jeou, the former president and KMT politician, announced he would not attend the official National Day celebrations.
Eric Chu, the chairman of the KMT, said in a National Day speech: "The path of Taiwan independence is not viable. It will lead to difficulties for Taiwan and is opposed by the international community. Therefore, I urge the DPP and President Lai Ching-te to go beyond the narrow ideology of Taiwan independence."
Lai does not promote formal independence for Taiwan.
After the speech, some KMT officials were satisfied by Lai's positioning. "Overall, it's a balanced speech and well-crafted political message to domestic and international audiences. I believe it will be widely welcomed by foreign governments," said Alexander Huang, a professor of strategic studies at Tamkang University in Taipei and the director of KMT's international affairs. "What we don't know is the degrees and parameters that China will react."
Vic Chiang in Taipei, Taiwan, and Cate Cadell in Washington contributed to this report.
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North Gaza hospitals ordered to evacuate; U.S. backs Israel's ground offensive in Lebanon
The Biden administration has dropped its support for an immediate cease-fire in Lebanon and is openly supporting Israel's ground offensive, a State Department spokesman said.
By Kelly Kasulis Cho, Kelsey Ables, Annabelle Timsit, Victoria Bisset, Sammy Westfall, Mikhail Klimentov, Heba Farouk Mahfouz , Hajar Harb, Claire Parker, Karen DeYoung, Natalia Abbakumova, Maham Javaid, Susannah George, Ruby Mellen, Miriam Berger, Loveday Morris, Julia Ledur, Missy Ryan, Steve Hendrix, Shane Harris, Mohamad  El Chamaa, John Hudson | 2024-10-10
The Israeli military has ordered three hospitals in northern Gaza to evacuate as it intensifies attacks on the area, according to Gazan health officials. A U.N. official described the situation in the north as "hell," with "at least 400,000 people" trapped there. The Biden administration has dropped its support for an immediate cease-fire in Lebanon and is openly supporting Israel's ground offensive, a State Department spokesman said Tuesday, calling the Israeli actions "incursions to degrade Hezbollah's infrastructure." President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris spoke with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in a phone call Wednesday.
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Earth's wildlife populations have disappeared at a 'catastrophic' rate in the past half-century, new analysis says
The Living Planet Index tracks thousands of vertebrate species globally and found the worst declines were in Latin America and the Caribbean.
By Frances Vinall, Allyson Chiu | 2024-10-10

A male Guam kingfisher is seen in an enclosure at the Sedgwick County Zoo in Wichita.  The species is native to Guam, but an invasive snake has made the bird endangered. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Earth's wildlife populations have fallen on average by a "catastrophic" rate of 73 percent in the past half-century, according to a new analysis the World Wildlife Fund released Wednesday.
The WWF and the Zoological Society of London track 5,495 species of amphibians, birds, fish, mammals and reptiles around the world through the Living Planet Index, and the database shows the extent to which human activity is decimating them. Freshwater populations fell by an average of 85 percent, according to the new Living Planet report, while terrestrial populations by 69 percent and marine populations by 56 percent in the five decades between 1970 and 2020.
"It really does indicate to us that the fabric of nature is unraveling," Rebecca Shaw, WWF's chief scientist said of the report's findings.
Shaw added that the global decline of these animal populations is likely to have cascading effects.
"Vertebrate populations underpin ecosystem health and the services we get from ecosystems like stable climate, abundant and clean water, healthy soils to grow food, productive fisheries that supply people with protein," she said. "If you have that kind of decline in vertebrate populations around the globe, you're going to have troubles supporting and sustaining human health and well-being over time."
The worst declines were in Latin America and the Caribbean, with a 95 percent average drop, followed by Africa, 76 percent, and Asia and the Pacific, 60 percent. But the report said that is at least partly because in Europe, Central Asia and North America -- whose animal populations declined by more than a third -- people living there had already wiped out nature on a wide scale by 1970.
Euan Ritchie, a professor of wildlife ecology and conservation at Deakin University in Melbourne, Australia, who was not involved in the report, said working in conservation involves "experiencing trauma on a daily basis." He compared it to an art lover's reaction if three-quarters of the contents of the Louvre had disappeared.
"This is what's happening to our nature; we're watching it be destroyed before our eyes," Ritchie said.
Habitat destruction and loss -- driven primarily by human food production, including clearing rainforest to make way for cattle ranches -- ranks as the top cause of population declines. About 40 percent of all habitable land on Earth is used for food production, the report notes.
"To maintain a living planet where people and nature thrive, we need action that meets the scale of the challenge," the report says. It calls for "nothing less than a transformation of our food, energy and finance systems."

A tapir roams free on Sharamentsa's landing strip in the southern Ecuadorian Amazon Rainforest. (Misha Vallejo Prut for The Washington Post)


Individuals can also help make a difference in their food choices, Shaw said, particularly around food waste and eating less animal protein, because raising plants uses less land.
"The time for action is now, and it needs to be big action and concerted and focused both on climate and nature in order to reverse the trends," she said.
Humans are decimating animal populations in other ways, including through overexploitation, invasive species, disease, climate change and pollution. The report called for renewed focus on and funding for existing international goals, such as to conserve and protect 30 percent of lands, oceans, coastal areas and inland waters by 2030.
Both individuals and governments should take responsibility for how their actions play a role in whether we can save nature, Ritchie said. The report noted that while Europe and Central Asia had the lowest rate of wildlife population decline, those regions rely on imports from more nature-rich parts of the world and have the highest "ecological footprint of consumption."
"What we eat, what we wear, where we travel, all those things have impacts not just in our local area, but in many cases, globally," he said.
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X is back online in Brazil, but it's still a defeat for Musk
The platform has paid off its fines, suspended accounts deemed to have broken Brazilian law, and appointed a legal representative in the country.
By Terrence McCoy, Marina Dias | 2024-10-09

Photo illustration of X logo, displayed on a smartphone, with Brazil flag in the background. (Sipa/AP Images)


RIO DE JANEIRO -- A Brazilian Supreme Court justice lifted the suspension Tuesday evening on the social media platform X after the company met all of the court's demands, ending a months-long dispute over the limits of freedom of expression in an era characterized by disinformation and polarization.
The platform -- which has paid off its fines, suspended accounts deemed to have broken Brazilian law and appointed a legal representative in the country -- began coming back online within hours of the decision, reopening operations in one of its most active markets.
The suspension order was a political defeat for the company's owner, Elon Musk. The tech billionaire, who since his 2022 acquisition of the platform then known as Twitter has cast himself as a global champion of free speech, effectively called the bluff of the Brazilian judiciary system -- and lost.
Supreme Court Justice Alexandre de Moraes, who oversees Brazil's inquiry into fake news, had asked the platform to suspend accounts he accused of spreading disinformation that he said could harm the country's democratic institutions.
Musk refused.
After months of mounting tension, during which the pair exchanged allegations and insults, Moraes suspended the platform in late August.
Within weeks, it was clear that X -- which was already losing Brazilian users to its competitors -- needed Brazil a lot more than Brazil need X. The platform announced that it would cede to the court's demands.
On Tuesday evening, Moraes appeared to take a victory lap in his judicial order.
The Brazilian "constitution does not permit for liberty of expression to be confused with a liberty to commit aggression," he wrote. Nor does the "prohibition of hate speech and the incitation of antidemocratic acts" constitute "censure."
He framed his dispute with X as an ideological battle over the limits of freedom of expression in a time when countries are grappling with how to respond to misinformation disseminated on social media. Given what Moraes described as a "new reality in which digital populist extremists can use social media to widely spread hate speech," there needed to be an "absolute respect" for the rule of law.
X welcomed the lifting of the suspension.
"X is proud to return to Brazil," the company wrote in a post. "Giving tens of millions of Brazilians access to our indispensable platform was paramount throughout this entire process. We will continue to defend freedom of speech, within the boundaries of the law, everywhere we operate."
How Brazilians have viewed the dispute has largely depended on how they identify politically.
Leftists and moderates concerned with the functionality of Brazilian democracy have cheered on the judge's actions. Many have pointed to the assault on Brazil's capital last year, when thousands of supporters of right-wing former president Jair Bolsonaro, egged on by disinformation about his election loss, attacked the country's most important federal buildings.
Bolsonaro supporters have seen it differently. They have accused Moraes of censorship and authoritarianism.
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Netanyahu-Gallant rivalry complicates Israeli response to Iran attack
Divisions inside the Israeli government, as well as between Netanyahu and the White House, are converging at a critical moment for the Middle East. 
By Steve Hendrix, Shira Rubin | 2024-10-10

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister Yoav Gallant at a news conference in Tel Aviv in 2023. (Abir Sultan/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock/Pool/Reuters)


JERUSALEM -- There was nothing surprising about the meeting planned Wednesday in Washington between the Israeli defense minister and his American counterpart until Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu abruptly blocked the trip hours before takeoff -- exposing tensions not just between the two governments but also between Netanyahu and his own defense chief. And not for the first time.
Defense Minister Yoav Gallant and Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin have met or spoken more than 80 times over the last year, but their latest consultation was scheduled at a particularly delicate moment, as the region braced for Israel to respond to Tehran's Oct. 1 missile attack, possibly before the Yom Kippur holiday begins Friday.
Now divisions inside the Israeli government and across the Atlantic are converging, with Netanyahu apparently incensed over his lack of direct contact with President Joe Biden and a cabinet rivalry overshadowing Israel's security deliberations.

People check out with the remains of an Iranian missile near the Dead Sea, south of the Israeli city of Arad, on Thursday. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


"Netanyahu is clearly trying to assert control and weaken Gallant to the point where it could weaken the relationship with the United States," said Chuck Freilich, former deputy head of Israel's National Security Council and senior  researcher at the Institute for National Security Studies in Tel Aviv.
Gallant hails from Netanyahu's own Likud party, but the two have found themselves frequently at odds as Israel's war has expanded from Gaza to Yemen to Lebanon and now, possibly, to Iran.
The two have publicly split on numerous key strategic decisions, including the timing of a cease-fire and hostage deal with Hamas as well as a potential role for the Palestinian Authority in the future governance of Gaza. But Gallant is also seen as a future rival for party leadership, which political observers said is likely to have played a role in the last-minute grounding of his flight to Washington.
Netanyahu -- who has an increasingly fractured relationship with Biden and, until Wednesday, hadn't spoken with him in almost two months -- was not pleased with Gallant's solo trip, believing the White House was attempting to go around him and discuss the response to Iran directly with his defense minister, according to two Israeli officials familiar with the situation. Like others in this article, they spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters.
"The prevailing assessment is that Netanyahu is afraid that Biden might give Gallant credit, and wants to show his political base within the Likud that he is keeping Gallant from coordinating with the Americans," Itamar Eichner, a military correspondent for the daily Yedioth Ahronoth, wrote Wednesday.
Israel is preparing to hit back at Tehran for last week's barrage of almost 200 ballistic missiles, killing a Palestinian in the West Bank and hitting at least two military bases.
Israeli hawks are pushing for a massive response, including possible strikes on Iran's nuclear research sites or oil production facilities. Moderates and the Biden administration are lobbying for a more measured retaliation, hoping to avoid an all-out regional war.
The unexpected order to block Tuesday's flight came directly from Netanyahu, an Israeli official said, and would not be lifted until his two conditions had been met: that Netanyahu and Biden talk by phone, and that the Israeli security cabinet vote to approve a military strike on Iran.

Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant and Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin at the Pentagon on June 25. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


The prime minister has been expecting a one-on-one call with Biden for days, the official said, and the two leaders finally spoke Wednesday, according to a statement from the prime minister's office.
The call had been on Biden's schedule for several days, a person familiar with his schedule said. Pentagon officials said Gallant's meeting with Austin could still occur this week.
"Netanyahu is saying, 'If I can't talk to Biden, I will not allow my defense minister to do it,'" said Yossi Melman, a longtime intelligence columnist for the Haaretz newspaper. "I'm sure that Gallant will eventually go to Washington ... but the relations are awful."
Biden's team denied Tuesday that the president was avoiding a conversation with Netanyahu. But his irritation with the prime minister is no secret, following months in which Israel has largely brushed aside U.S. efforts to broker a cease-fire in Gaza and has carried out major strikes or operations in Lebanon, Syria and Tehran without warning American officials.
"No administration has helped Israel more than I have," Biden told reporters Friday. "None. None. None. And I think Bibi should remember that," he added, using Netanyahu's nickname.
Washington has urged Israel not to target Iran's oil or nuclear facilities. That was expected to be part of discussions Wednesday with Gallant, who has formed a close working relationship with Austin. They talk so often that it's become a common joke in Israeli security circles that Gallant gets along better with Austin than he does with Netanyahu.
Gallant's and Netanyahu's offices declined to comment.
The bad blood between the two goes back at least to March last year. Netanyahu attempted to fire Gallant when he raised concerns about the government's campaign to overhaul Israel's judicial system, citing the turmoil it was creating in the military. The prime minister was forced to back down in the face of massive street protests, and the two have served together, uneasily, ever since.
Gallant has not publicly staked out his views on the scope of a potential Iran strike, but he has built a reputation as one of the only members of the security cabinet willing to publicly challenge the prime minister.
"Gallant is one of the few moderate voices," said Melman, who wrote a book about Iran's nuclear program. "You can assume that he is very attentive to the American requests."
In April, after a previous missile and drone attack by Iran that was largely intercepted, Israel acceded to U.S. advice to "take the win" -- carrying out a largely symbolic strike that did limited damage to an Iranian air defense unit.
In recent months, Israel has inflicted heavy blows on Hezbollah, Iran's largest and most strategically significant armed proxy. Israel blew up the group's electronic devices in mid-September; less than two weeks later, it assassinated Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah. Last week, Israeli troops invaded southern Lebanon for the first time since 2006.
Iran's ambassador to the United Nations, Amir  Saeid Iravani, described the country's latest missile attack as an attempt "to restore balance and deterrence." But it could just as easily pull Tehran into the kind of direct confrontation that analysts say it has long sought to avoid.
As Israel mulls how to retaliate, various options are on the table, each fraught with complications.
Hitting Iranian oil fields could send global energy prices soaring on the eve of the U.S. election and spark retaliatory attacks from other Iranian-backed groups on oil installations operated by American allies in the Persian Gulf.
It is unclear how much Israel could do on its own to meaningfully damage Iran's nuclear program, since most of the infrastructure was moved dozens of meters underground after 2021, when Israel purportedly targeted the Natanz nuclear compound near Isfahan, according to Beni Sabti, a researcher in the Iran program at the Institute  for National Security Studies in Tel Aviv.
"Big explosions look good on television," Sabti said. "But it is not clear that it would send the necessary message."
But it remains a popular option for Israeli hard-liners, including former prime minister Naftali Bennett.
"If not now, when?" Bennett said Tuesday on X. "NOW is the time to strike Iran's nuclear facilities and regime."
Freilich, the former national security official, said the desire to eliminate Iran's nuclear threat is widespread in Israeli security circles. But he and other military experts agreed the country would need the United States -- and it would be in Israel's interest to wait until Washington is more open to helping.
"I think Israel has to keep a lid on things until after the U.S. election," Freilich said. "And then there is the potential to hit the nuclear sites."
Rubin reported from Tel Aviv. Karen DeYoung in Washington contributed to this report.
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Keir Starmer stumbles as he nears 100 days as U.K. prime minister
His dramas may be low on the scale of recent British political scandals, but the shine has worn off remarkably quickly after a stunning electoral victory.
By Karla Adam | 2024-10-09

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer leaves 10 Downing Street to attend the weekly session of Prime Minister's Questions in Parliament on Wednesday. (Kirsty Wigglesworth/AP)


LONDON -- Keir Starmer has come under fire for accepting free tickets to a Taylor Swift concert. His top aide has already been replaced. And polls have shown a precipitous fall in approval ratings.
As Britain's first Labour Party prime minister in 14 years approaches his first 100 days in office, it is clear that Starmer has not had the smoothest start.
His dramas may be mild on the scale of recent British political scandals -- compared to Prime Minister Liz Truss, whose economic plan triggered global financial turmoil and prompted her resignation after 45 days in office, or Boris Johnson, booted out for his prevarications about pandemic parties. But it's remarkable that after Starmer led such a stunning electoral victory, his shine has worn off so quickly.
Polling by More in Common, a British think tank, found that Starmer's personal approval rating has plunged 45 points since the July election, and Labour is now just one point ahead of the Conservatives -- who three months ago suffered their worst defeat in parliamentary history.
"There's just not a willingness amongst the public to cut the government that much slack, which means that even stuff that might seem relatively minor can have a significant impact," said Luke Tryl, director of More in Common.
Starmer has shrugged off the criticisms as "water off a duck's back" and argued that his government has done a lot in its early days. Labour has announced plans for a state-owned energy company and lifted a ban on onshore wind. The United Kingdom has ceded sovereignty of the Chagos Islands to Mauritius and imposed a partial arms embargo on Israel. He has already been to the White House twice.
Starmer has laid the groundwork for some "tough choices" ahead, blaming the financial "black hole" left by his predecessors. But beyond an unpopular cut to winter fuel subsidies for retirees, it is not yet clear how he plans to get out of the hole.

Starmer speaks during the weekly session of Prime Minister's Questions in the House of Commons on Wednesday. (U.K. Parliament/AFP/Getty Images)


During Wednesday's edition of Prime Minister's Questions -- the weekly, gladiatorial clash between the prime minister and the opposition -- Conservative leader and former prime minister Rishi Sunak tried to press Starmer for more clarity on his government's upcoming budget, but the questions were batted away.
Some political analysts say the budget announcement planned for the end of October is coming too late -- that waiting nearly four months to detail his economic plans may have been an "own goal," harming his own interests.
"Prime ministers in the past have regretted not doing enough early on. The time to spend political capital is when you have it," said Martin Baxter, chief executive of Electoral Calculus, a political consulting firm. "Otherwise it just leaches away, and it's never going to be as high as it was right after the election. That's the moment, and they didn't take it."
The latest blow to Starmer's fledgling premiership came over the weekend when Sue Gray, his chief of staff, abruptly resigned after an internal power struggle and a fight over her pay. Gray earned 170,000 pounds (more than $222,000) a year in the role, which was 3,000 pounds (nearly $4,000) more than the prime minister earns, but less than other British civil servants.
Starmer has also been dogged by headlines about accepting gifts of fancy clothes, designer glasses and those Taylor Swift tickets. After weeks of bad publicity, Starmer paid back more than 6,000 pounds ($7,850) worth of donations and vowed to change the rules on what ministers are allowed to accept.
People didn't vote for Starmer because he is charismatic -- he is not a flamboyant politician like Johnson. But that may be precisely why the scandal gained traction with voters: It clashed with Starmer's image as an uncompromising, squeaky-clean politician.
It is still very early days in Starmer's premiership. There is no sense that the ship is sinking, and Starmer can rely on a comfortable Labour majority in Parliament to push forward his government's agenda.
And yet, Labour won only about a third of the vote share, meaning that it doesn't have the same kind of protection that previous governments have had to help weather storms.
"The flip side of having a volatile electorate is that it can turn the other way if things start to feel better," Tryl said.
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Inflation eased slightly in September, as election nears
Inflation fell in September, reflecting an improving economy that has yet to convince many Americans a month before the election.
By Andrew Ackerman | 2024-10-10

A person shops for groceries in San Rafael, Calif., last month. (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)


Inflation continued to cool in September, extending a trend of easing price increases and an improving economy that has yet to convince many Americans, with the election nearing.
The consumer price index fell slightly to 2.4 percent in September from a year earlier, according to the Labor Department, missing economists' expectations because of less progress on food prices. Still, the annual rate hasn't been this low since Feb. 2021.
Thursday's figures represent "the best inflation outlook in the economy over the past three years," said Joe Brusuelas, chief economist at RSM US.
Prices grew by just 0.2 percent between August and September, which was the same pace as a month earlier.
The bulk of September's monthly increase was driven by a rise in prices for housing and food, which increased by 0.2 percent and 0.4 percent, respectively. Energy prices fell 1.9 percent over the month, driven by a decrease in gas prices. Prices for used cars and trucks dropped 5.1 percent for the year but increased 0.3 percent on a monthly basis in September after three months of declining prices.
The September consumer price index report is the last before the Nov. 5 presidential election and the Federal Reserve's next policy meeting Nov. 6-7 and is expected to weigh on policymakers' rate-cutting decisions.
U.S. stock indexes declined after the release of Thursday's report before recovering their losses. 
Inflation has steadily fallen since peaking at an annual rate of 9.1 percent two years ago. Still, a long stretch of sharp increases has left prices much higher than before the coronavirus pandemic, leaving scores of households and businesses with the feeling that the economy isn't working for them.
In polls, U.S. voters rank the economy as the most important issue in their choice for president. The economy is the only issue on which a majority of voters, 52 percent, say the candidates' positions are an "extremely important" factor in their vote, according to Gallup poll conducted last month.
Thursday's figures show continued progress tackling rising prices, with inflation returning to pre-pandemic levels, said Lael Brainard, President Joe Biden's top economic adviser, in a statement.
In the run-up to the election, Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump are pitching voters on their plans to lower prices, including for housing and other everyday costs. Some economists fear that the candidates' policies could exacerbate inflation, especially if Trump returns to the White House and carries out his pledges for mass deportations and high tariffs.
Harris's plans to improve the availability of housing through tax credits and other incentives could also push prices upward, though the campaign also talks about building homes to address long-standing shortages.
Core prices, which exclude more volatile food and energy components, rose 3.3 percent annually, slightly faster than in August and also more than economists expected. Nearly two-thirds of that core figure was driven by a 4.9 percent rise in housing prices, though housing price increases eased on a monthly basis.
Meanwhile, car insurance rose 16.3 percent over the past year, medical care increased by 3.3 percent, and personal care increased 2.5 percent. Apparel prices also rose 1.8 percent.
Transportation, which includes new vehicles and used cars and trucks, increased 1.4 percent on a monthly basis. Airfares also rose 3.2 percent.
Economists said monthly data might be uneven as the Fed makes progress on tackling inflation. Not every month will necessarily show a decline, said Skanda Amarnath, executive director of Employ America, a liberal think tank.
"We should still expect a lot of bumps in the road, and this will not be a linear process all the way to 2 percent," he said, referring to the Fed's inflation target.
Economic data released since the Fed ratcheted down interest rates last month demonstrates that the labor market remains solid. The Labor Department had reported Friday that U.S. employers added 254,000 jobs and the unemployment rate ticked down to 4.1 percent in September.
On Thursday, initial claims for jobless benefits spiked to 258,000 for the week ending Oct. 5, the highest level going back to August 2023. But the figures may have been influenced by those affected by Hurricane Helene.
Damage caused by two major hurricanes, Helene and Milton, could likely distort more economic data in the near term, Brusuelas said.
The Fed's benchmark rate now sits between 4.75 and 5 percent, up from near-zero rates during the pandemic.
Investors in interest-rate-futures markets expect the Fed will cut rates again at its November meeting. They see a nearly 90 percent chance that the Fed cuts rates by a quarter-percentage point as of Thursday morning, according to CME Group.
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Social Security issues 2.5% COLA increase. Here's why it keeps falling.
Seniors will see a more modest increase in their benefits in 2025 than in recent years as inflation cools off.
By Julie Weil | 2024-10-10

(Jenny Kane/AP)


Social Security recipients will see a 2.5 percent increase in their monthly checks next year, the federal government announced Thursday. It's a smaller hike than in recent years, which was expected given the cooling of inflation.
Soaring prices in recent years brought unusually large cost-of-living increases in benefit checks, since Social Security payouts are automatically adjusted once a year based on a government measure of inflation. The annual adjustment, known as COLA, brought seniors a 5.9 percent boost in 2022, an 8.7 percent increase in 2023 (the largest in about 40 years) and a 3.2 percent increase in 2024.
Here's what you need to know.
The 2.5 percent increase will apply to all Social Security checks for retirees and people with disabilities beginning at the start of 2025.
For the average retiree who now receives $1,907 monthly, that represents a monthly raise of about $48. Beneficiaries who receive the maximum monthly benefit, which is $4,873 this year, will see about $122 more per month next year.
The nation's 67 million Social Security beneficiaries will get personalized letters in December telling them how much their own benefits will increase.
"A low cost-of-living adjustment means that seniors' purchasing power wasn't eroded as much as in previous years," said Romina Boccia, director of budget and entitlement policy at the libertarian Cato Institute. "People shouldn't think of this as a bonus on top of their benefit, but rather as a necessary adjustment to make sure that their benefit is able to buy as many goods and services as previously."
For workers, the amount of income subject to Social Security taxes rises with inflation too, though the cap is high enough that it doesn't affect most wage earners. This year, workers pay Social Security taxes on their first $168,000 in income; next year, that will rise to $176,000.
Since 1975, federal law has made annual adjustments to Social Security benefits an automatic calculation rather than letting lawmakers decide.  The increase is based on the average inflation during the third quarter -- July, August and September -- as measured by the consumer price index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W). It's intended to reflect cost-of-living changes over a one-year period.
As the cost of living increases, benefits are supposed to automatically rise so seniors can still afford the same necessities.
Calculating the cost of living is not without controversy. Analysts on both the left and right have argued that the government should change the precise measurements it uses to determine the COLA, in ways that would either increase or decrease seniors' benefits.
As the Social Security Trust Fund comes closer to the date when it is projected to run out of money, about a decade away, some Republicans have raised the idea of saving money by ending COLA increases for better-off seniors or leaving COLAs up to congressional discretion rather than making the increases automatic. Neither idea has gained much traction politically.
Some advocates on the left say that the specific index used to calculate COLAs -- which is based on urban workers' expenses -- fails to account for the rising cost of health care, which tends to outpace other inflation. This could leave seniors behind, even with the increases in their Social Security checks.
"So many beneficiaries really don't understand that it's automatic and it's mechanical. It's not political. Nobody plays around with the numbers," said Nancy Altman, who leads the advocacy organization Social Security Works. "When it's high, they tend to give credit to whatever administration is there."
Before Thursday's announcement, she predicted frustration among beneficiaries who have high bills and want more money in next year's checks.
"Clearly seniors have higher expenses than the cost-of-living adjustment reflects," Altman said. "Health-care costs, drug prices: Those kind of things have been rising faster than flat-screen TVs and the latest iPhones."
When seniors get next year's modestly larger checks, she said, "I think they're going to be disappointed."
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Zillow will now show climate risk data on home listings
Zillow will now show climate risk data on home listings
By Hannah Ziegler | 2024-10-10

Charles Wyatt looks at the damage to his home on Sept. 27 near Marion, N.C. (Jesse Barber for The Washington Post)


Potential home buyers are increasingly weighing the environmental threats their homes could face as the effects of climate change intensify across the United States. Eighty percent of buyers now consider climate risks when shopping for a home, according to a 2023 Zillow survey.
To help homeowners navigate that uncertainty, Zillow is adding a climate risk threat score to every for-sale listing on its platform. Data from First Street Foundation, a nonprofit that assesses climate risk, will provide home buyers with scores that measure each property's susceptibility to flood, wildfire, wind, heat and air quality risks. This information will be available on the Zillow app for iOS and website by the end of this year, while Android users will be able to access the data in early 2025, the company said in a release last month.
Home buyers will be able to view this data on Zillow in two ways, either by looking at information within individual listings or by checking an interactive, color-coded map. The scores will display each home's current climate risk, as well as the risk estimates for 15 and 30 years in the future -- the most common terms for fixed-rate mortgages. Zillow also plans to offer tailored insurance recommendations to users alongside the risk information.
First Street's climate risk scores are established through models that measure the likelihood of a climate disaster in a given area and then the potential severity of the event, according to Matthew Eby, the company's founder and chief executive. The company updates its models each year based on the natural disasters that have unfolded, Eby said.
"This level of transparency is allowing people to choose the level of risk that they find comforting and then make an informed decision," Eby said. "Will this change the buying experience? Absolutely."
The Zillow upgrade comes at an uncertain time for home buyers as climate change becomes more extreme. Some of the largest U.S. insurance companies have ended certain disaster protection coverage and raised premiums in response to climate risks, The Washington Post has reported. And more home listings today are affected by major climate risks compared to just five years ago, according to a report from Zillow published last month. Across all new home listings in August 2024, nearly 17 percent were at major risk of wildfire, while nearly 13 percent came with a major risk of flooding, the company said.
This information could be especially valuable given that many states don't require home sellers to disclose past flood or fire damage to potential buyers, even though more than 300,000 Americans moved to disaster-prone counties last year, The Post previously reported. A 2022 Post analysis of extreme flooding events across the country found that the Federal Emergency Management Agency's flood maps fail to fully inform Americans of their flood risks.
In a 2022 study published by real estate company Redfin, home buyers who had access to property listings that included flood risk information were less likely to view or bid on high-risk homes. That finding indicated a massive information gap for buyers regarding a home's climate risk, according to some experts.
"The information it provides is beneficial because otherwise, there's just nothing out there for a home buyer or a renter to learn about the risk that they're facing," said Joel Scata, a senior environmental health attorney with the Natural Resources Defense Council. "Even if there's debate over the methods used or the processes used, it's better than nothing."
It's difficult to determine the reliability of many climate risk models because the vast majority are not publicly accessible, said Benjamin Keys, a professor of real estate and finance at the University of Pennsylvania's Wharton School who has studied the effects of climate-change-fueled disasters on insurance markets. But since the amount of climate-threat information buyers typically have has been "astonishingly low" for years, any improvement would aid transparency in the industry, he added.
Climate risk modeling experts are still developing the best possible way to measure the probability of flooding, fires and other natural disasters in any given area, notes Jesse Keenan, a professor of sustainable real estate and urban planning at Tulane University. The data provided from consumer-facing models can be "uneven" depending on where a person is house-hunting, because some risks have been studied more extensively in certain regions than others, he said.
"They're not great," Keenan said. "Some places they work well, and there's a lot of places where the uncertainty is greater than the value."
Still, most prospective home buyers will weigh climate risks early in the hunt, and data on these risks can help flag issues they should investigate further, Keenan emphasized. For example, if a score indicates that a house is at a high risk of flooding, home buyers should talk to neighbors about their experiences or show up to the property on a rainy day.
The tool should signal the start of the information-gathering process about a home's climate risk, rather than the end, Keys added.
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Work Advice: Is MAGA-like swag funny, or a PR disaster?
Our conservative CEO thinks clients at a trade show will find our Trump-alluding swag funny. I'm not so sure. 
By Karla Miller | 2024-10-10

A vendor holds two "Make America Great Again" hats. (iStock/Getty Images)


Reader: I was recently hired to run marketing for a very small company where I report directly to the CEO. I have learned that he's ultraconservative and a Trump supporter. Except for me and one other employee, everyone else seems to align with the CEO's values, and since we're in a red state, they seem to assume we do, too.
We have an upcoming industry trade show during the week of the presidential election. The CEO wants me to have red giveaway swag printed with a message about our products that uses similar phrasing and the same font as the Trump campaign's "Make America Great Again" slogan.
Since I'm going to be the one staffing our display, I really don't want to deal with people's opinions and reactions that might be stirred up. So I told him I don't think this is a great idea. He said he's proud of his beliefs and is okay with upsetting some Kamala Harris supporters, and he thinks the display will be funny and appropriate for election week because our industry is mostly conservative. That's true for a lot of the business owners, but not for most people I interact with at shows -- technicians who work for them and vendors like me.
What's your advice for what to say when it inevitably falls to me to have conversations about this with attendees at the event?
Karla: "Actually, our CEO came up with that design. I'd be happy to pass along any feedback. Can I tell you more about our product while you're here?"
Translation: I had no effective say in this decision; I'm not the person to yell at about it; I'm just here for work.
You don't need to be a political junkie or marketing maven to know that the sight of white capital letters on a red background has become the Rorschach test of our time. It instantly sparks revulsion or loyalty -- rarely indifference. Your boss knows this, and he's hoping to use it to become memorable to potential clients one way or another. Of course he is entitled to his views, and as CEO, it is ultimately his call whether to risk letting his politics overshadow his business goals. (Apropos of nothing, anyone know where I can find some good bed pillows?)
Then again, your CEO is not the one who will be face-to-face with people who might object to his views. You are. I didn't originally intend to out you as a woman because your question isn't about gender, but I can't ignore my concern about how those in-person interactions might play out for you as the most immediately accessible representative. When it comes to venting outrage at women in public-facing positions, no space on the political spectrum is misogyny-free.
If you feel up to making one last effort to talk your boss out of this idea, lean on your expertise: "From previous shows, I can tell you that most of the client representatives I interact with on the floor skew center-left. I don't know if they'll take this with the humor you intended. And I'm worried I'll end up spending more time talking about our merch than our product."
You could even invoke the specter of legal trouble for trademark infringement, but I suspect the legal team behind that campaign trademark is too busy defending its own music copyright infringement cases to worry about brand dilution.
The ideal option would be to land a position with a company where the CEO's whims won't cause these conundrums. But that's unlikely to happen before your event, so you still need a plan in the meantime.
If your CEO remains unconvinced and insists on having his way, focus on anticipating and minimizing fallout for yourself. Practice verbal deflections like the one I suggested, in your style. Make sure you're never staffing the booth alone, so you have someone to intervene or bear witness if an attendee gets confrontational. Do what you must to avoid having photos of you holding radioactive swag circulating on social media.
The best-case scenario is that no protective measures will be necessary. Your CEO may be right that most attendees will at least find his design amusing. And clients and competitors who don't may just give your booth a wide berth as they seek out your competitors. In any case, I'll be interested to hear whether your boss's gimmick results in a surge in new accounts, or a shipping carton full of red Koozies gathering dust in the copy room.
Reader query: Have questions about handling election tensions at your job? Or just need to let off steam? Let me know at karla.miller@washpost.com.
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Florida issues emergency rule to prevent 'post-storm fraud' by insurers
The directive issued just before Hurricane Milton's landfall aims to protect homeowners against "unfair and deceptive acts" by insurers handling disaster claims.
By Brianna Sacks | 2024-10-10

Robert Haight looks around his destroyed house on Wednesday after it was hit by a tornado spawned by Hurricane Milton in Fort Myers, Fla. (Chandan Khanna/AFP/Getty Images)


TAMPA -- On Wednesday evening, just before Hurricane Milton made landfall on an already storm-battered region of Florida, state officials issued an emergency rule to protect homeowners against "unfair and deceptive acts" and "post-storm fraud" by insurance carriers.
Florida insurance officials sent the decree to all licensed adjusters in the state, and a copy was obtained by The Washington Post.
In what consumer advocates consider a groundbreaking win for policyholders, the Florida Department of Financial Services is requiring that all claims adjusters provide an explanation for each change they make to a consumer's loss estimate, document those changes and retain all versions of the estimate and identify who made those revisions.
Hurricane Milton made landfall as a Category 3 storm along the state's west-central coast Wednesday night, bringing fierce winds and life-threatening ocean surges just two weeks after another major hurricane, Helene, walloped Florida's Gulf Coast.
"Property damage from Hurricane Milton will be catastrophic and may result in billions of dollars in property losses," the emergency rule states. "... Fair and transparent loss estimates and claims adjustments will be crucial to ensure Floridians are properly and fairly compensated under the terms of their property insurance contracts, while also ensuring ongoing insurer solvency after potentially momentous financial losses."
The directive Wednesday comes more than a year after an investigation by The Post revealed that insurance companies were drastically altering policyholders' claims following Hurricane Ian by reducing damage estimates, some without the adjuster's knowledge or permission.

Hours before Hurricane Milton made landfall in Florida on Oct. 9, a spate of unusually strong and long-lived tornadoes touched down across the state.


According to the investigation, adjusters contracted by regional insurance carriers said that managers were altering their work by lowering totals, rewriting descriptions of damage and deleting accompanying photos without their approval.
In May last year, Florida also introduced a law that aimed to hold property insurance companies more accountable for claims-handling practices by requiring greater transparency.

Milton made landfall along Florida's west-central coast Oct. 9, bringing heavy rain and strong winds.


The emergency rule drills down on aspects of that law, focusing specifically on the behind-the-scenes process of pricing the cost of damage once an estimate hits a carrier's system.
"Greater transparency will reduce post-storm fraud," the directive states, adding that the emergency rule was "necessary to protect Florida consumers against unfair and deceptive acts in the Florida property insurance market."
The state's troubled insurance market has continued to spiral after years of more frequent and intense hurricanes, and it is common in Florida for residents to battle with their insurance companies for years over claims. The issue was especially apparent after Hurricane Ian in 2022. Many families were stuck in storm-damaged homes for months, unable to get in touch with their insurance carriers, or received little to no money for their claims.
Following two major hurricanes in less than a month, Florida officials said they anticipate "significant, long lasting, and potentially devastating effects on the Florida property insurance market," and the losses will be "largely borne by Florida homeowners and small business owners."
Officials said the creation of the emergency rule was necessitated by the "immediate danger to the public health, safety, or welfare to the citizens of Florida caused by untold and potentially ruinous property losses."

Meraly Aponte arrives with her children, Zoila, Kaleb and Antonio, at an emergency shelter on Wednesday at Gibbs High School in St. Petersburg, Fla. "We're leaving town after this," Aponte said. "I'm done." (Ted Richardson for The Washington Post)


In their directive, officials ordered adjusters to provide a written estimate of loss to the policyholder, something many carriers have historically refused to do. The estimate must include each line item, as well as each version and variation of the report and "to what extent the program was modified by the adjuster."
Modifying the initial loss estimate is strictly prohibited unless the adjuster "provides a detailed explanation as to why each change was made," who made it and why it was necessary.
When processing claims, adjusters must also use an electronic estimating system that provides an itemized report of all damage, as well as labor, materials, equipment and supplies. Those costs should be consistent with what a contractor or a repair company in that particular area would charge.
This is to ensure insurance companies don't use pricing from different states or different years to lowball policyholders, consumer advocates say.
Modifying these prices is "strictly prohibited" unless the adjuster can prove it's fair and matches the market, officials said.
"This provides much needed relief to policyholders from unscrupulous practices of insurance carriers," said Mathew Mulholland, an insurance claims expert and the founder of the Building Experts Institute. "For so long, carriers have been able to take legitimate estimates and manipulate them for their own gains."
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Forged documents for aircraft parts went undetected for years, report says 
Industry report says the system for tracking and verifying the integrity of airplane parts remains heavily dependent on paper documents.
By Lori Aratani | 2024-10-09

A TAP Air Portugal aircraft takes off from Dublin Airport in 2021. (Clodagh Kilcoyne/Reuters)


In June 2023, a keen-eyed employee at TAP Air Portugal spotted a discrepancy: Parts for an airplane engine didn't seem to match the paperwork. The employee contacted the manufacturer, Safran, which quickly determined the documents had been falsified, setting off a worldwide scramble to identify and track thousands of suspect components.
The investigation later determined that fewer than 1 percent of the Safran engines were affected, but the incident underscored the challenge of ferreting out fraud in an airliner manufacturing supply chain that is dependent on a sprawling global network of companies.
Details of the case over parts supplied by London-based AOG Technics were contained in a report published Wednesday by an industry group analyzing the broader problems revealed by the episode. The group, the Aviation Supply Chain Integrity Coalition, released recommendations to tighten up procedures to prevent unapproved parts from making their way onto commercial aircraft.
"We want to make sure this never happens again," said John Porcari, former deputy secretary at the U.S. Transportation Department, who, along with Robert L. Sumwalt, former chair of the National Transportation Safety Board, co-chairs the coalition. "This is about getting ahead of the curve."
The coalition's 48-page report found that despite efforts to modernize, the system for tracking and verifying the integrity of airplane parts remains heavily dependent on the expertise of individuals and on paper documents.
That lack of automation made it more "difficult and onerous" to investigate AOG when it became apparent the paperwork it provided to its customers was fraudulent, the report noted. AOG did not respond to requests for comment.
Other safeguards also failed, according to the report. For example, an independent accreditor certified that AOG met voluntary standards for aircraft parts distributors, but investigators found the company, which was founded in 2015, had allegedly forged records as far back as 2018, the report said. Records "bore fake signatures of actual Safran Aircraft Engines employees, while others were supposedly signed off by individuals who no longer worked at the company," the report said.
In other instances, "the names of other signatories appeared to be wholly fabricated, complete with fake LinkedIn profiles for would-be AOG employees featuring stock photos," the report said.
In December, the U.K.'s Serious Fraud Office, part of the U.K.'s criminal justice system, raided the home of AOG Technics founder Jose Alejandro Zamora Yrala. A spokesperson for the office said the investigation is ongoing.
"We were able to quickly ring-fence the problem last year, but aviation safety demands not stopping there," Phil Wickler, GE Aerospace's chief transformation officer and one of the coalition's members, said in a statement about the case.
While aviation regulators, manufacturers and suppliers have systems in place to root out fraud, the increasing complexity of the supply chain means they must be continually re-examined, Porcari said.
"The gold standard for safety in the past is not going to be the gold standard in the future," he added. "This kind of ongoing vigilance is essential to the industry."
The coalition offered 13 recommendations for strengthening supply chain oversight, including digitizing documents and signatures, encouraging companies to work only with accredited suppliers, and developing systems where companies can report concerns or raise questions about specific parts distributors. Though their work focused mainly on aircraft engines, coalition members said their findings are applicable to other parts of the aviation manufacturing system.
Though not covered in the coalition's report, there have been other recent incidents in which questionable materials made their way into the aviation supply chain. In June, the Federal Aviation Administration announced that it was investigating how titanium with falsified documentation ended up being used by Spirit AeroSystems, a key supplier to both Boeing and Airbus. Both manufacturers said the issue did not jeopardize safety of their jets.
The coalition included members from across the industry -- American and United Airlines, engine manufacturers, Safran, GE Aerospace and Standard Aero, Airbus and Boeing. Though the recommendations are voluntary, Sumwalt said some companies are already adopting them.
Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report
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Negotiations break down between Boeing, striking machinists 
Negotiations between Boeing and 33,000 striking machinists have broken down as the walkout that has put the company's financial future at risk enters its fourth week. 
By Lori Aratani | 2024-10-09

A strike sign near the entrance to a Boeing production facility in Renton, Wash., on Sept. 15. (David Ryder/Reuters)


Talks between Boeing and the union representing 33,000 striking machinists have broken down with the two sides blaming each other for refusing to compromise, leaving little hope that the walkout now entering its fourth week will be resolved anytime soon.
In a memo to employees sent Monday evening, Stephanie Pope, president and CEO of Boeing's commercial airplane division, said the company has worked to find "common ground" with the union but had no other choice but to suspend talks.
"Unfortunately, the union did not seriously consider our proposals," she continued. "Instead, the union made nonnegotiable demands far in excess of what can be accepted if we are to remain competitive as a business. Given that position, further negotiations do not make sense at this point and our offer has been withdrawn."
In a statement posted on their website, the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers districts 751 and W24 blasted the company for refusing to go beyond the "best and final" offer it made last month that included a 30 percent pay increase over four years and a $6,000 signing bonus.
"The company was hell-bent on standing on the non-negotiated offer that was sent directly to the media on Sept. 23, 2024," the union wrote.
IAM District 751 President Jon Holden blamed the breakdown in negotiations on Boeing CEO Kelly Ortberg, who had pledged to fix the fractured relationship between the company and its employees when he took over in August.
"This is on him," Holden said in an interview. "Either he doesn't understand labor relations, or he's getting bad advice."
With the help of federal mediators, the two sides met Monday and Tuesday at a hotel in downtown Seattle to see if they could reach a deal. It was their third meeting since machinists voted overwhelmingly last month to reject Boeing initial offer of a 25 percent wage increase over four years. The union is seeking a 40 percent pay increase. The last strike by machinists in 2008 lasted 54 days.
The stalemate between Boeing and its largest employee union comes as the company is facing multiple legal, safety and financial crises. The strike has halted production of some of the company's best-selling jets, further adding to its woes.
Analysts estimate that the strike could be costing Boeing $1 billion a week. The company, also at risk of a downgrade to its credit rating, has taken steps to reduce expenses, including instituting furloughs for all U.S.-based employees, imposing a hiring freeze and eliminating all unnecessary travel.
The labor crisis is among multiple serious challenges the company has faced this year. Boeing representatives are scheduled to appear in U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Texas on Friday in a hearing on a settlement it reached with the Justice Department tied to fatal crashes of 737 Max jets in Indonesia in 2018 and Ethiopia in 2019 that killed 346 people. Boeing agreed to plead guilty to one count of fraud in connection with the crashes after Justice Department officials determined that it had breached the conditions of a deferred-prosecution agreement that would have insulated it from criminal prosecutions. Families of the victims oppose the settlement.
In connection with that case, the New York Times reported that newly unsealed documents showed that while Boeing offered detailed briefings to U.S. pilots about a software system linked to the Lion Air crash in October 2018, it did not offer similar briefings to pilots at Ethiopian Airlines despite a request from the carrier's chief pilot.
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Fed decision to go big on rate cut was not a slam dunk
The Fed's decision to cut interest rates in September prompted a debate, according to the minutes of that Federal Reserve board meeting.
By Andrew Ackerman | 2024-10-09

A man walks past the Federal Reserve in Washington. (Kevin Lamarque/Reuters)


While the Federal Reserve's decision to cut interest rates by half a percentage point last month was nearly unanimous, members of the central bank's policymaking body were divided over how much to cut rates, according to minutes of the meeting released Wednesday.
Though a "substantial majority" favored the large cut the central bank ultimately settled on, "some participants" said that they would have preferred a smaller, quarter-point reduction, and "a few others" indicated that they "could have supported such a decision."
The Fed's large cut last month marked the first time the central bank had trimmed borrowing costs since 2020, in the early days of the pandemic.
While the Fed was practically guaranteed to cut rates at that Sept. 17-18 meeting, the size of the cut was up for debate. Ultimately, officials decided that the economy was flashing enough warning signs to warrant a larger-than-usual rate cut, and publicly expressed confidence that such a large swing would help ensure that the job market doesn't weaken any more than it already had.
However, the minutes of the discussion reflect some debate among members of the board.
In the end, only one Fed governor -- Michelle Bowman -- dissented from the larger cut, reasoning that "core" inflation remained above the Fed's target rate. She also expressed concerns that the larger cut could be seen as "a premature declaration of victory" on the Fed's mandate to achieve stable prices, according to the minutes.
Last month's decision demonstrated how much policymakers have shifted their attention from high inflation to a slowing job market, mindful that they have fallen behind the curve before. In 2021, Fed leaders thought rising inflation would be a temporary blip in the pandemic economy -- only to be proved wrong, which led them to rush to hoist interest rates at the fastest pace in decades. More recently, the Fed has feared that people could quickly lose their jobs and the unemployment rate could climb further if the Fed delays much more.
Economic data released since the Fed ratcheted down interest rates demonstrates that the labor market remains strong. The Labor Department reported Friday that U.S. employers added 254,000 jobs, and the unemployment rate ticked down to 4.1 percent in September.
The unexpectedly strong jobs report prompted criticism of the Fed, including from former treasury secretary Larry Summers, who went on the social media platform X to pronounce the Fed's rate cute in September a "mistake, though not one of great consequence."
The Fed's benchmark rate now sits between 4.75 and 5 percent. The 30-year mortgage rate is at 6.12 percent, according to Freddie Mac, down from spring highs above 7 percent.
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Honda recalls 1.7 million vehicles for steering problems
Manufacturing problems with the steering gearbox assembly for certain Acura Integra, Honda Civic and Honda CR-V models can lead to excessive internal friction and make it harder to steer the vehicle, according to the recall notice.
By Aaron Gregg | 2024-10-09

(Gary Cameron/Reuters)


Honda is recalling about 1.7 million vehicles over steering problems that can result from a damaged gearbox, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
Although the company said it isn't aware of any injuries or deaths related to the steering issue, it warned in a recall notice that steering issues could increase the risk of a crash. The problem, thought to affect 1 percent of the recalled vehicles, comes from  manufacturing issues with a steering part called the worm wheel.
The manufacturing process was revised after the company received complaints about the steering. Honda said it has received more than 10,000 warranty requests over "sticky" steering since 2021, although it did not start an investigation of the issue until 2022.
"The steering gearbox assembly may have been manufactured incorrectly, which can cause excessive internal friction and lead to difficulty steering the vehicle," NHTSA wrote in a letter to Honda's product safety division.
Drivers of affected vehicles could experience a momentary "sticky" feeling when the vehicle is in operation and the steering wheel is turned. There may also be an abnormal noise.
The recall covers Acura Integra hatchbacks with the model years 2023 through 2025, Integra Type S hatchbacks from 2024 or 2025, certain Honda Civic vehicles from 2022 through 2025, certain Civic hybrids from 2025, Civic Type R from 2023 through 2025, Honda CR-V SUVs from 2023 through 2025, CRV Fuel Cell electric vehicles from 2025, CR-V Hybrids from 2023 through 2025, and Honda HR-V SUVs from 2023 through 2025. A full list can be found here.
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At $15, this crisp Austrian white wine in a liter bottle is a steal
Two crisp whites and a red for cooler weather -- are this week's wine picks from our columnist.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-10-10

FROM LEFT: Hasen Sprung Gruner Veltliner 2022; Vina Jaraba Reserva 2017; Clement & Florian Berthier Sauvignon Blanc 2022. (Scott Suchman/for The Washington Post)


Two crisp whites and an outstanding value red highlight our selection this week, ideal for hearty meals as the weather turns cool.
Niederosterreich, Austria, $15
Bright, crisp and citrusy, this value-priced gruner in a 1-liter bottle is great for casual sipping and light meals. Alcohol by volume: 12 percent. Bottle weight: 415 grams (Light).
Imported by The Marchetti Co. Distributed locally by DMV Distributing.
La Mancha, Spain, $17
Over the past 16 years, I've recommended several wines selected by Virginia-based importer Aurelio Cabestrero for his Grapes of Spain import label. Cabestrero is a former award-winning sommelier in Spain, and his palate for the wines of his native country is impeccable. The Vina Jaraba Reserva 2017, a tempranillo-based blend, is impressively savory, rich and velvety, revealing nuances with each sip. The flavors are quite ripe, befitting a hot year in a warm climate, but the skillful viticulture and winemaking handled the heat and kept the wine in balance. It calls for roasted or grilled meats on a cool autumn evening. This is an exceptional value considering the price and the amount of bottle age on the wine. ABV: 13.5 percent. BW: 370 grams (Light).
Imported by Grapes of Spain. Distributed locally by Elite Wines.
Coteaux du Giennois, Loire Valley, France, $24
From a small appellation near Sancerre, this sauvignon blanc exudes the mineral character its more famous neighbor is known for, along with peppery tropical fruit. Look for other wines from this producer as well -- including the bright and cheerful pinot noir-gamay blend I recommended earlier this year. ABV: 13 percent. BW: 625 grams (Heavy).
Imported and distributed locally by Elite Wines.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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Journalists covering Milton were sheltering in their car. Then came a meow.
Photographer David Barcenas and reporter Christopher Salas rescued a cat that the internet dubbed #HurricaneCat. Millie was hiding under their car during a tornado warning.
By Jennifer Hassan | 2024-10-10

Millie the cat dries off after being rescued during Hurricane Milton on Wednesday by Hearst Television photographer David Barcenas, left, and reporter Christopher Salas. (David Barcenas)


Two journalists dispatched to Florida to cover Hurricane Milton were hunkered down inside their car amid a tornado warning in the Fort Myers area Wednesday when a concerned woman banged on their window. She told the pair about a yowling sound coming from underneath their vehicle.
Heavy rain was falling, and the wind was ripping branches off the trees around them. But that didn't stop David Barcenas, a photographer for Hearst Television's D.C. bureau, from jumping out of the car to investigate. His colleague, reporter Christopher Salas, wasn't far behind him.
Under the back wheel of their car -- parked outside Florida Gulf Coast University, which was serving as an evacuation center -- Barcenas spotted a cat. He lay down on the ground, reached out for the animal, plucked it from underneath the vehicle and tucked it inside his jacket.
Salas captured the rescue on camera -- much to the delight of social media users, who swiftly became invested in what they dubbed #HurricaneCat. Many thanked the pair for helping the cat -- whom the journalists named "Millie" -- in her moment of need.
"People are cheering us on and expecting on-the-hour updates," Barcenas told The Washington Post on Thursday. "I would have thrown her in our live shots if I could."
Ahead of Milton's landfall, those in areas expected to be hard hit by the hurricane were urged to evacuate their homes. For many, this meant considering what to do with their pets.
Animal welfare groups urged pet owners to make a plan ahead of time, and to take their pets, especially smaller animals, with them -- or to contact local animal services or emergency authorities about options including temporary boarding. They also urged against crating or tying up animals, which leaves them unable to get away from oncoming water or bad conditions. After the Florida Highway Patrol shared a video of a dog tied up along a highway in Tampa, Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) said this was "cruel" and Florida "will hold anyone who mistreats pets accountable."
Once Millie was safe inside the vehicle, Barcenas said, he put on the heat to help dry off the soaked cat. Millie sat "calmly" and "silently" as she got to know her rescuers. "I have two cats back home," Barcenas said. "I wasn't about to shoo her away." Barcenas stopped at a gas station to pick up some cans of tuna, "which she nibbled on."
"What businesses remained had all been shuttered and any residents long evacuated," he said. "We were lucky to find a hotel very much inland in Fort Myers."
A pet hospital with its lights on happened to be right next to the hotel. Barcenas took Millie there to see if she was microchipped. "I was apprehensive to just take her back home with me, as she seemed pretty healthy and well fed to be a stray," he said.
Millie is not microchipped but veterinarians described her as "well-mannered." Once the storm subsides, she will undergo a medical evaluation. Then, Barcenas said, it is a waiting game to see if she is claimed.
"I hope she does have a loving family who misses her and she was not a case of abandonment," Barcenas said. "If she is not claimed, I filled out the application with the county to contact me so that I can bring her home to D.C. with me."
With destruction unfolding across Florida, Barcenas said he was "happy to have found a new friend on the road."
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Ham and pineapple sliders bring out the best of a divisive pizza combo
Whether you love or hate Hawaiian pizza, these sweet-tangy sliders might win you over.
By Daniela Galarza | 2024-10-10

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
The people of Hawaii were never consulted before the creation of what is known worldwide as "Hawaiian pizza" -- a tomato and cheese flatbread topped with ham and chunks of pineapple. A Greek man invented the sweet-and-salty combination in Canada -- and he did not even intentionally name it after the state.
He also did not foresee just how divisive his invention would become. Plenty of people consider it an abomination, and many even (justifiably? harshly?) judge people who like it. My brother, Josh, is not one of these people. He loves Hawaiian pizza. "It's a perfect combination of sweet and salty. Like the cheese-and-jam crackers Mom used to make us as a kid," he told me recently. This recipe, for sliders inspired by the fruity, porky pie, is for him.
Get the recipe: Hawaiian Pizza Sliders

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


I've been to Hawaii only once, but I did not see pineapple on pizza while there. What I did see was Hawaiian bread. The plush, sweet rolls popularized by King's Hawaiian were on offer at bakeries, restaurants, hotels and local markets.
Hawaiian bread as we know it was invented by Robert Taira, a Hawaiian-born son of Okinawan immigrants. In the 1940s, he studied baking and pastry in the United States, and he graduated at the top of his class. His dream was to move to Tokyo and open a Western-style bakery of his own. But in 1950, after Japan closed its borders because of the Korean War, Taira was barred from obtaining a Japanese visa. That same year, he opened a bakery in his hometown of Hilo, according to a 2002 profile in the Los Angeles Times.
Taira's cakes and pastries were a hit. But in 1958, the baker struck gold when he developed a recipe inspired by a sweet bun he'd eaten as a child.
In the 19th century, with sugar cane plantations in need of tending, Hawaii accepted more than 10,000 Portuguese immigrants, largely from the Azores and Madeira islands. They brought Catholicism, malasadas, the braguinha (precursor to the ukulele) and pao doce, a soft, pale, slightly sweet roll also known as massa sovada.
"It was a good bread," Taira told the L.A. Times, "but we called it stone bread, because in a day or so it would be as hard as a rock." In the late 1950s, he developed a recipe based on pao doce that was shelf-stable. The new Hawaiian bread stayed pillowy for weeks and could be mass-produced. Today, King's Hawaiian is a lucrative family business with wholesale bakery facilities throughout the United States.
In this recipe for Hawaiian Pizza Sliders, ham, provolone and a pineapple-relish sauce are stuffed inside 12 Hawaiian mini rolls. Then, they're cut into individual sandwiches and baked until the cheese is melted. If you like things that are sweet and savory -- whether you love pineapple on pizza or not -- you might like these. The ingredients here can, of course, be tweaked, but it's worth seeking out King's Hawaiian rolls. If nothing else, I'd like to think we can all agree that they're a worthy innovation.
Get the recipe: Hawaiian Pizza Sliders
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Ask Sahaj: I'm dreading celebrating my emotionally manipulative mom's birthday
The letter writer moved across the country to escape mom's "emotional hijacking" and dreads visiting home for her birthday.
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-10-10

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: I dread traveling across the country for my elderly mother's upcoming significant birthday because my mother clings onto me and sobs, which makes me feel uncomfortable, embarrassed and annoyed. My mother and sister act as if they "own" me, and it is one reason I moved all the way across the country many years ago. It has been made clear to me (by my sister) that others consider me "cold." Mostly, I am happily living my life without the drama and emotional hijacking that my mother inflicts. She is not mean, but she is clingy, and weeps even when I phone her. I have committed to traveling to celebrate her birthday, but the expectations, judgments and attempts at emotional hijacking have already started.
My mother lost her husband (my stepfather) two years ago, and she still openly mourns him as a widow, wearing black, etc. He was a mean alcoholic and emotionally abusive to me, my mother and others. I did not speak to him for many years, and I did not mourn his passing. I understand that my mother is emotionally fragile, and I don't want to make it worse, but I honestly don't know how I can rise above it all. I just want to be present, help celebrate and be kind, but I am worried that all of the drama will cause me to feel self-protective, and fulfill this impression that I am cold.
How can I preserve my autonomy and dignity under this scenario?
-- Hijacked
Hijacked: When people are set on misunderstanding you, like your mom and sister, there isn't much you're able to do to change their mind. You're left with two choices: Pretend things are fine and go with it during the visit, or find ways to protect your own wellness and potentially be perceived as cold. Pretending is no longer tenable given how affected you are by your mom and family dynamics.
I would encourage you to be radically honest with yourself about why you want to go home (and even more, why you are maintaining a certain relationship with your mom at all). This isn't to suggest you shouldn't be, but it may clarify if you are in the relationship purely out of obligation or if there are parts of the relationship that are salvageable. I think a professional can be a good resource to help you sift through these feelings and motivations.
You can't control how "fragile" or "clingy" your mom is, but you can control how you engage, or disengage, with her. When you're not visiting, you can create a routine where you talk to her once a week or once a month so she can expect it, while also giving you structure to prepare for these conversations. For the visit home, prepare for known triggers so you can have plans in place regarding how to handle them. This may look like excusing yourself to go to another room when your mom is clinging to you, or telling her, "I want to be here for you, but I'm not comfortable when you hold on to me like this." Or even having a frank conversation with your sister (if this is realistic) about what you both may need when you're home to support each other.
If possible, break up the time at home with other things to help distract and buffer the time with your mom, like: offering to go buy groceries alone, scheduling a work call or having another project to do. Pack a book, comfort item or a tactile project (coloring, knitting, etc.) that allows you some separation from your environment while also occupying your mind if you feel yourself spiraling with negative feelings. You can also reach out to a friend before you go home and be honest about needing additional support so you can have someone to talk to while isolated at home.
You say the "expectations, judgments and attempts at emotional hijacking have already started." How have you responded to these? Communicate your boundaries upfront; this may sound like, "I love you Mom, and I want to be there for you, but it's really hard for me when this is all we talk about when I visit." Or when there's an expectation being verbalized, you can simply say, "I know you're disappointed, but this is all I can do right now."
When zooming out on your relationship with your mom, think about if her emotional hijacking has worsened since your stepfather passed away. She may be turning to you to fill his role. Can you gently encourage her independence and her going out to nurture her sense of community? You may even consider telling her you're worried about her and nudge her toward other sources of support. If this is not a newer dynamic, it may be that your mom generally can't self-regulate. You may want to have an affirmation or mantra you can repeat to help you separate yourself and your emotions from hers. This may be, "This is not mine to carry." Remind yourself, too, that your sister may also be projecting her own jealousy and feelings onto you when she calls you cold. This is also not yours to carry.
You can "preserve" your "dignity" by treating yourself with respect. I would argue you already have by recognizing that a physical move was necessary for you, and that you're coming off as "cold" because showing affection and emotion with your family doesn't feel safe. By trying to fit yourself into the version of you your mom and sister expect from you, you're essentially crossing your own boundaries. You get to decide what you are willing to tolerate and you can practice self advocating in small ways. Consider how you can start to be more honest about what you need and how you feel.
Emotional dumpings are like guilt trips. They're not usually about you, but they still feel manipulative and invalidating all the same. Be wary of taking on your mom's emotions as your own. You want to allow yourself time and space to feel and name your feelings. If you're not processing them, they are building up and that may be reinforcing a sense of resentment I hear in your letter.
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Get the look of built-ins without splurging on custom shelving
You don't need to blow your budget to achieve a luxe aesthetic. You just need these DIY tips.
By Jennifer Barger | 2024-10-10
With its white clapboard exterior and pale blue shutters, Erika Ver's Cleveland home gives off major modern farmhouse vibes. But step inside and a wall of blueish-gray bookcases feels like it's been zapped in from a Victorian library or a Harry Potter film. The YouTube DIYer (@peonyandhoney) didn't splash out on expensive built-in shelving, which can cost thousands to install. Instead, she achieved a luxe effect for a little more than $2,000, with four Ikea BILLY bookcases, several gallons of paint and whole lot of elbow grease.
"It makes things look expensive," Ver says. "This is a builder-grade home, but now it seems custom built."
Though the "bookshelf wealth" look -- stylishly arranging novels, coffee-table books, and knickknacks -- is trending, people have used shelving to showcase what they've read and collected for centuries. "When I walk into someone's home, I go straight to the bookshelves," says Nina Freudenberger, an interior designer in Los Angeles and the author of "Bibliostyle: How We Live at Home with Books." "They tell me everything I need to know about that person -- what they're interested in, where they've been."
Here's how to get the built-in bookshelf effect without shelling out for actual built-ins.

"When I walk into someone's home, I go straight to the bookshelves," says Nina Freudenberger, an interior designer in Los Angeles. (Shade Degges) 



"Bibliostyle: How We Live at Home with Books," by interior designer Nina Freudenberger. (Shade Degges) 



Nina Freudenberger says she's able to learn a lot about a person by looking at their bookshelves. (Shade Degges) 


Though most homeowners aren't as handy as Ver, retrofitting one (or several) purchased bookcases is a terrific stand-in for hiring a carpenter. The best-known option, Ikea's BILLY medium density fiberboard bookcases, come in several finishes (wood, white, black), heights and widths. Glass doors, drawers and extra shelves give consumers more ways to personalize them.
Other sources of inexpensive to moderately priced bookshelves include Wayfair, Amazon, Pottery Barn and Room & Board, but BILLY boasts the most flexibility. "I just find BILLY affordable and durable, and I've used them for so many projects in my home," says Elisa Mastrocolla, a DIYer who showcases her decor projects on Instagram at @thedgewoodhome.
Custom shelving often fills a wall from floor to ceiling (or close to it). Approximating the effect with pre-made furniture requires careful measuring and, sometimes, getting creative. If a bookcase is too short for your space, stack two together (Room & Board's Rollins series) or, with BILLY, use 14-inch height extenders to stretch its 311/2-inch- and 153/4-inch-wide models. (Be sure to anchor the bookcases to the wall with the proper hardware to avoid safety hazards.)
To make two or more free-standing bookcases appear to be built in, you can simply push them together along a wall. For a more custom look -- or to fill a wall that isn't precisely the size of say, three BILLY bookcases -- you can use lengths of plywood to create framing or fill in gaps. (When everything is painted the same color, no one will notice the hack.)
Another popular trick: cutting plywood or MDF into arched shapes and attaching them to the front of the bookcase to give it a Palladian look. "If you aren't handy, you could hire a carpenter or handyman to help put something together," says Tom Preston, an interior designer in Washington, D.C.
"Using paint to 'color drench' your shelves and the surrounding walls makes things feel more bespoke," says Kate Watson-Smyth, the British design journalist behind the Mad About the House Substack. "A dark gray, navy, or red will really show off your books."
To get started, lightly sand the bookshelves and spackle any interior peg holes you won't be using. Then spray, roll or brush on paint. You can do this before assembling the furniture, but you may need to touch things up after everything is together.
"Be sure to use a primer -- I like Zinsser shellac," Mastrocolla says. "After that cures for 48 hours, I put on two coats of paint, and then a polyurethane top coat. That final coat really cures everything and makes the surface nearly indestructible."
Crown molding -- available in wood or lightweight polyurethane -- can be cut to fit the top or bottom of bookshelves (this is also a good way to cover a gap at the top). "You can also glue rattan or a pretty wallpaper on the back of the shelves," Ver says. Mastrocolla used pole wrap (a thin, wooden decorative paneling) to get a beadboard look on a bookcase-desk combo she created for her son.
The BILLY series also includes solid, glass, and rattan-inset doors; add your own touch to them by changing out the knobs or knocking out the rattan and replacing it with metal mesh in a brass or silver finish.

A kitchen and living room area designed by Emily Vaughan with CB2 Stairway bookcases. (Emily Vaughan)


Traditional bookcases aren't the only way to get a storied, library-like mood. "It can be really striking and cost effective to put up a track system with shelves, and then paint everything to match the walls," says Emily Vaughan, an interior designer in Bethesda, Md., who suggests Ikea's BOAXEL and Container Store's ELFA systems. "In this case, the shelves aren't the point, it's what you put on them. It could come across as utilitarian and cool, like something from Herman Miller or Design Within Reach."
"Or get inspired by artist Donald Judd, who would pile big, open plywood boxes on each other," Preston says. "It was super minimal but luxurious." Try Shelf & Co for a range of blocky, modern options, including styles that stairstep down the wall.
There's nothing wrong with thinking like a librarian and filling every inch of your shelves with books, spines out, standing at attention. "But now people treat built-in bookcases like gallery walls and use them to tell the story of who they are," Watson-Smyth says. "Plus built-ins have up to 30 percent more storage than free-standing furniture."
You can use all that extra space to both stash and flash stuff. Stand books upright or stack them sideways, particularly if they're large art or design books. "I've also installed shelves that are tilted forward, which let you open a special book and display it," Freudenberger says. (A free-standing book easel can approximate the look.) Group them by subject or arrange them by color, depending on your taste.
Break up the nonstop bibliomania with pottery, sculptures, or even a tiny lamp. "Or top a pile of books with a small object," Watson-Smyth says. "It's about creating shapes and interest."
Jennifer Barger is a writer in Washington, D.C. Find her on Instagram and via the Souvenirist, her Substack about the intersection of design and travel.
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Asking Eric: Mom is disappointed her son spends more time with in-laws
A mom wants to move away from her son and his family since it's clear he enjoys visiting his in-laws more than her.








By R. Eric  Thomas | 2024-10-10
Dear Eric: We hardly ever see my son, daughter-in-law and 8-year-old grandson. Their time is very skewed toward my daughter-in-law's family. We get along very well with my daughter-in-law's parents, and we consider ourselves friends. We have never had words or any hint of a problem with my son and daughter-in-law.
But it very clearly seems we are not on any of their brain waves. We had a discussion about it a few years ago and they were surprised and apologetic that we felt so left out. They had promised to make a better effort at getting together but nothing really changed.
I've taken it upon myself to call every so often and invite them over or offer to take my grandson out for the day, but they're always booked up with other activities. I've made sure not to be the kind of mother/mother-in-law that constantly nags their kids that they don't visit enough (like my mother used to do, which irritated the heck out of us).
So far, I know I get to see them Christmas Eve, Easter and Thanksgiving. I don't know what to do. It's really getting to us. To the point that I just want to move to another state so I'm not around to be left out.
-- Neglected Grandmother
Grandmother: Let's assume the best and chalk a lot of this up to your son and daughter-in-law being caught up with the demands of life and parenting a little one. I know it probably feels personal (and only getting to see them on the three holidays seems low for people who live nearby). But try to put that feeling aside for the time being.
You should talk to them about this again but frame the conversation around working together to see each other more. Maybe you'd like to see them once a month. Ask how that might be possible with their schedules. Tell them you can do the legwork. Perhaps it's by babysitting or attending one of your grandson's activities with them. Maybe you can bring dinner to their house.
I worry that, at least in their minds, the logistics of visiting you have become complicated. That's not your fault, but you may have to take an extra step to correct it.
Dear Eric: I do not have a very active social life, and I am trying to improve it. Sometimes I will invite someone to something and on the day of, they will call me and say, "Sorry, I cannot make it, is that OK?" This question confuses me.
What exactly is "OK?" I cannot force them to honor the commitment. However, I am always disappointed when people bail on me, so no, I do not think that it is particularly "OK." I think the question is rude.
I usually respond with "Have a nice evening." And the person is likely to sigh. If this is over text, they might send a cringing emoji. I think "have a nice evening" is a perfectly fine response. Anyone who gets flaked on would be disappointed, and I do not think that flakers have a right to expect the people who flake on them to say that they are perfectly happy with it. Is there a better way of handling this situation?
-- Okay Not Being Okay
Okay: It sounds like your friends are asking you to give them permission to not feel bad for flaking. And you're correct: you don't have to mask your disappointment. Try saying, "Of course, I'm disappointed because I was looking forward to spending time together. But I understand." This is presuming you do understand why they're bailing. You can then end the conversation with an invitation to reschedule.
This kind of communication will help you feel heard. If a particular friend is repeatedly canceling on you, however, that's a good sign that this person isn't in a place to prioritize your friendship, and your time may be better served with someone else. And that's OK, too.
Dear Eric: I appreciate your responses to Bloody Exhausted regarding struggles with a co-worker who wasn't working as hard. I have been in lab leadership roles for eight years now that include supervising phlebotomists. There are always comments that the "boss" isn't doing anything about "lazy" co-workers. Even if the boss was doing something about the "lazy" co-worker, their co-workers should not be privy to that information. Maybe the phlebotomist has a work accommodation that requires them to move slower. Or maybe they have a horrible supervisor. Bring up your concerns, maybe even check on your co-worker to see if they need support from an experienced phlebotomist. Don't assume nothing is happening.
-- Been There
Been There: Thanks for this perspective and for bringing up work accommodations. Insightful points.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2024/10/10/asking-eric-mom-disappointed-son-in-laws/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Miss Manners: 'Am I obliged to dislike people my longtime partner dislikes?'
Does this letter writer have to dislike the same people their partner dislikes out of loyalty?
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-10-10
Dear Miss Manners: Am I obliged to dislike people my longtime partner dislikes?
On our daily dog walk in a nearby park, we often encounter a woman with a Doberman pinscher that has been aggressive toward our dog in the past (barking, snapping, pulling on its leash), although it has been behaving better recently. My partner dislikes this woman on the grounds that she does not properly control her dog, and doesn't like it when I greet her with a simple "Good morning."
Likewise, a woman in our neighborhood had a dog years ago that behaved aggressively toward my partner's dog. When we encounter her on the street, my partner ignores her and says I am being disloyal by not doing the same. (My usual greeting is a neutral "hello.")
How far should my loyalty to my partner go?
The support of a partner is powerful, but, as yours demonstrates, people do not always fully understand how it is supposed to work.
It is reasonable of your partner to expect you to take sides against misbehaving dog owners. A cool demeanor toward those who do not control their animals is reasonable -- though that can still include a neutral greeting.
But it is also your job to tell your partner when public behavior is wrong. Continuing to snub someone for something that, in the first case, is no longer happening, or, in the second case, happened years ago, is rude.
Your partner should be dissuaded from such behavior, rather than emulated.
Dear Miss Manners: I went to a fabric store/upholsterer to order curtains. While looking for fabric, a woman stopped me, told me her name was Elaine, and asked if I needed help. I said no.
After I picked a fabric, Elaine told me that she would be helping me order my curtains because she had "helped" me choose the fabric. However, my order seemed much too complicated for her to understand.
I had been helped before by another employee who is more knowledgeable, but he said that he was not supposed to help me because I was "assigned" to Elaine. But I never picked Elaine, and it's not working with her.
Do I have any alternative other than just not buying curtains? This store is the last local place that makes curtains in my area.
Elaine wants the commission associated with your purchase -- but if you find yourself in a situation where the store has to explain this to you, she will have failed to secure it. You are not going to buy from someone who cannot fill your order.
You need to find someone with greater authority to whom you can explain that you worked with Hank previously, that Hank understood your needs, and that if you are going to purchase curtains, you will need Hank's assistance.
Miss Manners is confident that said person will understand your meaning -- which is that without Hank's assistance, there will be no commission, since the store will not be seeing your money.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Carolyn Hax: Just found out once-close brother is getting married today
What does it mean when a close brother "temporarily" moves far away, falls out of touch and sends wedding news by grapevine?
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-10-10

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from online discussions, here and here.
Hi, Carolyn: My 48-year-old brother, to whom I've been close, took a contract position far away and moved supposedly temporarily with his live-in girlfriend, whom I like though don't know well. He's been harder and harder to reach by phone, not responding for long times to messages or texts, but insists nothing is wrong, he's just busy.
Today I learned through the family grapevine that he's getting married -- today. In a place that's basically impossible to get to, had I/we been invited, which we obviously weren't.
Not sure what my question is except it feels to me that this is sometimes how family members become distant where they were once close, and I'd like to do what I can to turn that around. Any thoughts?
-- Congratulations?
Congratulations?: This will sound simplistic and a wee bit self-denying, but: The most powerful thing you can do is send him warm congratulations, with no question mark about it, and make it easy for him to stay in touch with you. Don't react to your hurt feelings by turning inward.
If he goes totally silent, then, yes, that is telling you after the fact that your close relationship has gone cold. You can't do much of anything about that except to make gentle, friendly, periodic overtures that allow him to reply on his own initiative. Even then, you don't want to overdo it and low-key harass him. Keep things short. Ask easy questions to answer. Be able to take a hint.
But barring a request on his end that you cease contact with him, you can remain loving and grudgeless and willing to put in a lopsided effort; that's your best shot at a turnaround. Basically, despite the shocking development, you're deciding to treat the distance as a phase vs. a permanent new reality -- the approach least likely to put the finishing touches on an estrangement. I'm sorry. If you have any connection to her, then a separate note to welcome her to the family might help.
Dear Carolyn: My husband says he won't go back to couples counseling. Our marriage of less than four years had a rocky start -- his drinking, my learning about infidelity before we married, my uprooting to be married to him -- and we're in crisis now. He feels like he spent years giving and giving and now he's just going to take care of himself for the most part. He feels like couples counseling previously was all about me. I think we're in crisis and don't see a path forward without help. We're in a really bad cycle.
-- In Crisis
In Crisis: So: He cheated on you, is a problem drinker, stayed put as you uprooted -- and he is the one "giving and giving." I want to learn his system of math.
Is there any reason you haven't made appointments for yourself solo with both a therapist and an attorney? I realize I have too little context for the information you've provided, and maybe he has stopped drinking and cheating and sees those as hitting his "giving" quota (and then some!). But the pieces you've given me snap pretty quickly into an argument for a legal separation.
Even if you're not ready for that, then I urge the solo counseling to help you start to think this through clearly, which is tough when you're living and arguing with all your problems while they're apparently actively intoxicated.
If you're not taking care of each other because he opted out of your vows, then that leaves you to take care of you.
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Son moved away for school. His dad blames me. Hax readers give advice.
Their son never moved back after leaving for grad school, and now husband is blaming the letter writer for paying his tuition.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-10-09

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post) 


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: I encouraged my bright and accomplished son to go to graduate school when he was wavering by paying the tuition. He went, succeeded, and then took a good job near the university in a state about a six-hour drive away.
Now, my son has a fiance from there who wants to stay there, and three years later is looking at houses there. I'm sad that he is far and I miss him terribly, but I'm trying to look at all the good things about the situation.
Dad still misses his son terribly, too, and wishes he would move back to our location. Dad blames me for encouraging the grad school and says the fact that our son isn't near us is "your fault." He says this occasionally, and it hurts. I want him to stop, and have said so, but he keeps saying it.
How do I handle this? Please don't suggest marriage counseling; Dad won't go.
-- Miss Him
Miss Him: Stop trying to defend yourself or reason with your husband. "I'm proud of the independent adult our child has become. I'm proud of encouraging him to spread his wings and leave his comfort zone. If you can't be proud of and happy for our son, it won't be a six-hour drive that keeps him away, it'll be your selfish attitude."
After that, just walk away every time your husband starts whining. Every time. There's no other way to extinguish the behavior.
-- EightCatsShort
Miss Him: The mindset of an emotionally healthy parent is that they raise their child(ren) with the understanding that the child is going to fledge. An adult child's life is not all about his parents' desires. It's a pity Dad is not thrilled that his son has done so well for himself. My guess is this is not Dad's only controlling and blaming behavior, and he's not going to stop pushing his pain onto you because that's a behavior that relieves his pain. Perhaps seek counseling yourself to help you figure out how to maintain your own boundaries and equilibrium within the context of your marriage.
-- Meryl Avruch
Miss Him: A six-hour drive is small potatoes. Many parents, including mine, live a day's flight or more from their kids. Look for opportunities to reframe what is, in actuality, reasonable proximity. Enjoy some weekend trips to your son's town. Make an effort to meet his in-laws. Plan meet-in-the-middle vacations. And if your finances can manage it, plan an extended stay. You and Dad have choices here, too.
-- Flew The Nest
Miss Him: Empty nest syndrome can be very difficult, but it doesn't have to be. As you adapt to this transition, you and Dad should take pride in the fact that your son has the courage and self-confidence to leave home and live his own life. The issue here is how to address the loss you are feeling in a healthier way. It is important to find other interests that take the focus off feeling such loss and make plans together to do things that will bring some joy to your lives. Do some traveling, take up bridge or volunteer to help others in need. These are just a few suggestions that can help ease the sadness you are experiencing.
-- Adapt
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2024/10/09/carolyn-hax-son-moved-school-dad/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Cooking chat: What's the difference between pizza and spaghetti sauce?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-10-09

(Scott Suchman/for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: A waiter gave our anniversary bubbly to the table next to us. What should we have done?
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-10-10
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Quinoa porridge is a protein-rich breakfast to fuel your mornings
Creamy quinoa porridge delights with tender apple, crunchy nuts, chewy raisins and more.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-10-09

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


When my friend Marisol, who grew up in Peru, told me she regularly had quinoa for breakfast as a child, I did a facepalm. Why hadn't breakfast quinoa occurred to me sooner? It makes perfect sense -- people around the world start their days with their staple grains. In China there's congee, a rice porridge; in India, a savory cream of wheat called upma; and in Eastern Europe, kasha, a buckwheat cereal, for example.
When Marisol told me her mom would simmer chunks of apple in the quinoa as it cooked, it sounded so good to me I practically ran to the stove the next morning. (Okay, I shuffled there a little less sleepily than usual.)
Get the recipe: Breakfast Quinoa With Apples and Pecans
I cut up some apple, choosing Golden Delicious for its sweetness and tender skin (any sweet apple will work, peeled or unpeeled) and put it into a saucepan with some quinoa, a sprinkle of cinnamon, a pinch of salt and low-fat milk. I used milk as the cooking liquid to provide creaminess and an extra boost of protein. You could substitute any plant milk you like, but to get a comparable amount of protein go with either soy milk, which is inherently protein-rich, or a protein-fortified option.
As the mixture simmered, a comforting, warm fragrance filled my kitchen. Once the quinoa and apple were tender, I transferred the porridge to a bowl and topped it grain-bowl style, artfully piling on toasted pecans, raisins, shredded coconut and a drizzle of maple syrup. I swooned after my first spoonful. The warm, creamy quinoa -- with tender apple, crunchy nuts and chewy raisins and rich-tasting coconut -- was heavenly.
It worked out so well as a single serving, I wrote it up that way here, but the recipe can be easily scaled up to serve more. Feel free to play around with it - the porridge is like a blank canvas ready to be adorned with any fruit and nut toppings you like.
It makes an incredibly satisfying breakfast -- rich in protein and fiber -- and I know it is one I will make again and again.
Get the recipe: Breakfast Quinoa With Apples and Pecans
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Chicatana is my favorite D.C. restaurant this year
Food critic Tom Sietsema picks Chicatana -- a friendly, enticing Mexican spot in Columbia Heights -- as the year's best place to eat.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-10-10
Marcelino Zamudio has worked for some admired chefs, notably Jose Andres, in some of Washington's most popular restaurants. Up until a few months ago, his mornings were spent at Oyamel in Penn Quarter, after which he'd race to 14th Street NW to cook for dinner guests at Chicatana, the intimate Mexican storefront he and friends opened during the pandemic.
If you ask Zamudio to identify his best teacher, though, the native of Guerrero, in southwestern Mexico, names his mother.
When he was a child, she insisted he learn how to make eggs and salsa in case "your wife doesn't like to cook," Zamudio says she told him. Like many immigrants before him, his first job in Washington was as a dishwasher at Rosa Mexicano.
Co-owner Hector Flora, the face behind the bar and a childhood friend of Zamudio's, learned his craft early, as well. As a boy, he grew up watching, and sometimes helping, his father make mezcal. Back home, he says, the evening tradition was to enjoy a shot of mezcal before dinner (cheers to that). Flora's clear pride in the spirit is evident on the drinks list at Chicatana, where most of the cocktails are fueled by mezcal and the shelves are stocked with around 120 varieties.

Co-owner and chef Marcelino Zamudio. 



Bunuelos in the kitchen. 


The third reason for the success of Chicatana is co-chef and co-owner Jose Abrego, the first face I remember from my maiden visit last year. Sitting at one of the stools overlooking his small open kitchen near the entrance, I admired the care Abrego took with everything he touched, including the trompo, or vertical meat spit. Abrego met Zamudio when the two worked at the Spanish-accented Boqueria in Penn Quarter, where they dreamed of serving polished versions of Mexican street food, or "tapas in a taqueria," as Zamudio put it.
Focus, and teamwork, meant the trio of friends could relocate Chicatana from small quarters to bigger digs on the same block in just three days in August. On opening week, 2.0 felt like it had been operating for years. Follow-up visits find an indoor-outdoor restaurant that's doubled in size, as friendly and enticing as the original -- actually more mouthwatering, since a larger kitchen means a lot more specials. There are no finer fried potato cakes than the tortitas de papa here, presented on lush epazote aioli, or more compelling shrimp sopes, their golden corn saucers brushed with haunting mole.

Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema reflects on his 25th annual Dining Guide and more than two decades covering Washington's food scene.


One meal begot another at Chicatana, a beacon that I wish for every neighborhood. As I was eating (and drinking!) here, basking in the charm of owners who also act as ambassadors in the dining room, I was always plotting my next return. Chicatana is where I'd happily go on my own time and dime. Which is a long way of honoring Chicatana with my Restaurant of the Year award.
The crew isn't resting on its laurels. Already, the original workspace has been re-christened La Plaza, with a menu of Spanish and Mexican tapas designed to complement rather than compete with nearby restaurants. A good block is poised to become greater.

Co-owner Hector Flora selects a bottle of mezcal. 



Beef tinga. 


3903 14th St. NW. chicatanadc.com. 202-481-0511. Indoor and outdoor seating. Mains $13 to $29. Dinner daily and brunch weekends. Takeout and delivery. Sound check: 70 decibels/Must speak with raised voice. Accessibility: No barriers at entrance; ADA-compliant restroom.
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The D.C. Restaurant Hall of Fame features 13 monuments to good taste
Amid the many newcomers to the D.C. dining scene, these 13 restaurants have established themselves as all-time greats.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-10-09
While they come in different flavors, the following time-tested establishments are all monuments to good taste. Amid the many newcomers to the scene, these 13 restaurants continue to set the bar for dining in and around D.C.

Butternut squash samosas with banana-raisin chutney at Bombay Club. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


The oldest restaurant in the empire of Ashok Bajaj is also one of the finest. A skilled kitchen helmed by chef Nilesh Singhvi delivers first-rate tandoori salmon, lush crab masala, chicken spiked with green chiles, and meat and vegetarian samplers on silver platters. (Hello, thali!) The bonus some nights: live piano music.
815 Connecticut Ave. NW, D.C. 202-659-3727. bombayclubdc.com. Entrees $18 to $38.

Mark Furstenberg, Bread Furst's founder. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post)


The source of the city's best baguettes, this bustling bakery also serves ham biscuits that would be at home in the Deep South, breakfast sandwiches that make shining possible after rising, and loaves of bread sprung from ancient grains. The James Beard Foundation honored owner Mark Furstenberg as the nation's outstanding baker in 2017, and deservedly so.
4434 Connecticut Ave. NW, D.C. 202-765-1200. breadfurst.com. Breakfast and lunch items $7 to $18.
Home to the city's dreamiest communal table, this honey-lit American restaurant marries the great outdoors with timeless nostalgia. Antique faux deer are everywhere; canoes are in the rafters. The menu revels in comforts: chicken schnitzel smothered with onions, a wood-grilled steak with fast-disappearing fries, and chocolate cake that tastes like June Cleaver baked it.
5031 Connecticut Ave. NW, D.C. 202-364-0777. bucksfishingandcamping.com. Entrees $19 to $56.
You pass cheese and spirits carts before settling into a linen-dressed table where you're handed a menu the size of a poster and asked to compose your own tasting menu. First time? Seek out the fried oysters and eat too much cornbread. The American South, France and Italy all get delicious representation. The constant is chef Cindy Wolf, one of the Mid-Atlantic's best chefs.
1000 Lancaster St., Baltimore. 410-332-7373. charlestonrestaurant.com. Tasting menus $89 to $179.

Diners at Le Diplomate. (Scott Suchman)


Here's why prime-time tables are still hard to book in Stephen Starr's 300-seat behemoth: pressed-tin ceilings, blood-red banquettes and warm lighting that re-create a brasserie in France; servers in long, white aprons, there when you need them; and textbook versions of crowd-pleasers including onion soup, steak frites and tarte Tatin.
1601 14th St. NW, D.C. 202-332-3333. lediplomatedc.com. Entrees $25 to $47.

Pork chops with potato salad at Hitching Post. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post)


Time mostly stands still at this soul food source in Petworth, where happy hour is priced like yesteryear and the crowd favorites include anything fried: chicken, whiting, even spinach. Chef-owner Barry Dindyal grew up in Guyana eating Indian food, hence the sublime shrimp curry. His coleslaw and potato salad taste like blue-ribbon winners.
200 Upshur St. NW, D.C. 202-726-1511. thehpostrestaurant.com. Entrees $14 to $32.
If you've never been, leave time for an after-dinner kitchen tour with chef Patrick O'Connell. If you're returning, you know there's a choice between two menus (one vegetarian) with lots of riches. Local crab layered with cucumbers and caviar goes into the "tin of sin," and a green bean tartare with red pepper vinaigrette is a garden of grand eating.
309 Middle St., Washington, Va. 540-675-3800. theinnatlittlewashington.com. Tasting menu $388.

Server Juan Rodriguez in the dining room at Jaleo. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post)


Jose Andres considers three tapas crucial to understanding Jaleo: gazpacho based on his wife's recipe; garlic shrimp ramped up with chile de arbol; and airy-crisp pan de cristal slathered with crushed tomato. So much joy from two ingredients! The room feels like a fiesta, appropriate for a restaurant whose name translates to "racket."
480 Seventh St. NW, D.C. 202-628-7949. jaleo.com. Tapas $9 to $48; tasting menus $65 to $110.
From start to finish, dinner is a spectacle. Lots of mini courses, served by a team of witty cooks, come and go quickly. Over the years, surprises have included ramen en papillote, beet and yogurt transformed into stained glass, and "mussels" whose "shells" are made from frozen squid ink. Come with an open mind.
855 E St. NW, D.C. 202-393-0812. minibarbyjoseandres.com. Tasting menu $325; chef's table menu $500.

Obelisk chef and owner Esther Lee. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


Picture an Italian picnic served in an intimate townhouse. Chef Esther Lee's five-course tasting menu begins with a bountiful bread basket and sublime antipasti and concludes with a cheese plate and a dessert you'll remember for weeks. In between might be a beautiful piece of fish or meat with thoughtful accompaniments. No one goes home hungry.
2029 P St. NW, D.C. 202-872-1180. obeliskdc.com. Five-course dinner $125.

Mochi agedashi: daikon, togarashi and smoked trout caviar at Perry's. (Scott Suchman)


Sushi has long been a lure here; the arrival last year of Masako Morishita -- the first Japanese woman to pilot the kitchen -- introduced some of the most inventive dishes ever. Udon noodles get the carbonara treatment, and crab cakes, veined with shiso and set in dashi, marry the Mid-Atlantic with Japan. Sunday mornings might be the most novel meal of all: drag brunch, a staple since 1991.
1811 Columbia Rd. NW, D.C. 202-234-6218. perrysam.com. Entrees $17 to $95 (for shareable sushi platter); omakase $75 to $100.

Chef Vikram Sunderam at Rasika (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post)


No journey fascinates me more than India, so I love whatever Vikram Sunderam is cooking, at the original in Penn Quarter or the younger West End branch. Pulling fans in: truffle-scented lamb kebabs; silken cod flavored with honey and dill; vegetables so delicious you want to try them all (start with cabbage fritters). While the scene has gained more Indian competitors in recent years, no chef has surpassed the finesse of Sunderam, recipient of the 2014 James Beard Foundation's award for best chef in the region.
Penn Quarter: 633 D St. NW, D.C. 202-637-1222. rasikarestaurant.com. Entrees $18 to $38; tasting menus $65 to $90.
West End: 1190 New Hampshire Ave. NW, D.C. 202-466-2500. rasikarestaurant.com. Entrees $18 to $38; tasting menu $70 to $80.
Plenty of places serve good sushi. Even omakase, or "chef's choice," is a crowded field. Still, there's no place quite like the six stools in a private room behind the main, second-story Japanese restaurant. The oak counter watched over by chef-owner Nobu Yamazaki represents some of the best fine dining in town, a journey of 10 or so courses featuring ingredients the chef thinks best in their season. Don't take just my word; members of the Japanese Embassy graze here, too.
1503 17th St. NW. 202-462-8999. sushitaro.com. Entrees $15 to $235 (for shareable wagyu); omakase counter menu $275 to $350.
In memoriam: Komi (closed 2022); Little Serow (closed 2022); Marcel's (closed 2024).
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Melting mustaches and fried tarantula: My 25 years as a food critic 
Over 25 years as The Post's food critic, Tom Sietsema has seen -- and tasted -- it all.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-10-09
For the past 25 years as food critic, I've shared lots of meals with readers, or at least lots of details about them. Not every morsel made it into my reviews, though. Plenty of things happened before, during or after those thousands of breakfasts, lunches and dinners. Some stories are funny. Some are embarrassing. All make going out to eat extra entertaining.

Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema reflects on his 25th annual Dining Guide and more than two decades covering Washington's food scene.
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The Menendez brothers are back, but very little has changed
New evidence in the Menendez brothers case is fueling the popularity of Ryan Murphy's "Monsters: The Lyle and Erik Menendez Story."
By Lili Loofbourow | 2024-10-10

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; Miles Crist/Netflix; iStock)


Thirty-five years after they killed their parents in their Beverly Hills home, Lyle and Erik Menendez are once again objects of enormous public interest. So are details of their first, highly publicized trial, which set the stage for the O.J. Simpson case and put Court TV -- a fledgling operation at the time -- on the map. There's a perfectly respectable reason for that: The brothers, who are serving consecutive life sentences after they were convicted in 1996 for the first-degree murders of Jose and Kitty Menendez, might go free. Los Angeles District Attorney George Gascon announced Thursday that his office was reviewing two new pieces of evidence that could provide sufficient basis for a resentencing, or even a new trial. Both appear to corroborate the brothers' claim -- which many found implausible back then -- that their father was sexually abusive. A hearing scheduled for Nov. 26 could conceivably overturn the controversial verdict.
The brothers' supporters are understandably ecstatic about this legal development. If it secures the pair's freedom, it would correct an outcome that they see as an egregious miscarriage of justice borne of a historical moment (the '90s) when the public knew less about sexual abuse and tended to revictimize rather than support survivors. Their release would also reframe the exploitative rubbernecking in which we engage while consuming (and producing) true crime as something a little more grand; something closer to moral action. You aren't gawking at dead bodies or relishing the lurid details of someone's life-breaking trauma, you're participating in a crusade.
The sleazier (but related) reason that the brothers' case is back in the news is that Ryan Murphy, true crime TV's most lurid and prolific bard, made a show about it. His latest Netflix series, "Monsters: The Lyle and Erik Menendez Story," premiered Sept. 19. The semi-fictionalized, campily irresponsible, sometimes moving production has generated fresh outrage over and interest in the case. Erik Menendez issued a statement condemning the crime drama, but the show's mounting popularity despite or because of all the controversy it has generated suggests that our contemporary relationship to true crime TV isn't quite as sophisticated, or as distinct from those long-ago days when people gawped at Simpson's white Bronco, as we'd like to think.
The series reintroduces audiences to the gory crime scene, the brothers' shopping spree after their parents' deaths and their extremely distressing testimony about how their father, a powerful media executive, sexually victimized them. A believer in "teaching the controversy," Murphy portrays how skeptically that testimony was received while, at various points, replicating that skepticism. The series comprises several conflicting perspectives, including those of Kitty and Jose (Chloe Sevigny and Javier Bardem), defense counsel Leslie Abramson (Ari Graynor) and Dominick Dunne (Nathan Lane), the gossipy Vanity Fair journalist who was later accused of paying a source to lie that she had overheard Lyle Menendez say, "We've snowed half the country. Now we have to snow the other half." (That allegedly fabricated quote made it into Dunne's story not once but twice. The episode does not, however, make it into the show.)

From left, Gerald Chaleff (Brad Culver), Lyle Menendez (Nicholas Chavez) and Erik Menendez (Cooper Koch) in Netflix's "Monsters: The Lyle And Erik Menendez Story." (Miles Crist/Netflix)


The series is not a mash note to the brothers. It notably omits the new evidence that might set them free. The first is a letter from Erik to his cousin, dated eight months before the murder, in which he alludes to his father's ongoing abuse. The second is former Menudo band member Roy Rossello's claim that Jose Menendez -- who signed Menudo to RCA Records -- raped him when he was 13 years old. (Rossello and Erik Menendez are the same age.)
Murphy takes a Solomonic approach to the question of what really happened, largely endorsing Erik's (Cooper Koch) account of his abuse while casting doubt on Lyle's. The latter (played by Nicholas Alexander Chavez) is portrayed as an arrogant, drug-addled hothead. Manipulative and injudicious, TV Lyle's struggle to get more dimes with which to call people from prison -- to urge them to lie for him -- is played for laughs. So are medical records concerning a throat injury common in sexual assault victims, which Erik (in reality) sustained when he was 7. The bruising is alluded to and dismissed via a slapstick scene in which the adult Erik slips while eating a Popsicle.
But Murphy's most controversial contribution to the Menendez discourse is probably a scene in which Dunne, the journalist, speculates that the true motive for the murder was an incestuous relationship between the brothers (as he speaks, the series shows Kitty finding Lyle and Erik in flagrante in the shower). The show bolsters that baseless and unsavory rumor by showing the brothers kissing in a scene that (unlike the one in the shower) doesn't seem to be channeling Dunne's point of view.
These are slimy interventions. They do not improve our understanding of the case. They do, however, attract eyeballs. "Monsters" was the most-watched streaming series in its first week with 2.7 billion minutes. That's without counting the other true crime show Murphy had launched two days earlier: FX's "American Sports Story: Aaron Hernandez." Created by Stuart Zicherman and based on "Gladiator," a podcast by the Boston Globe's Spotlight Team, "Hernandez" tracks the rise and fall of Patriots tight end Aaron Hernandez (played by Josh Rivera), a football wunderkind who committed suicide after being convicted of murder.

Aaron Hernandez (Josh Rivera) in FX's "American Sports Story: Aaron Hernandez." (Michael Parmelee/FX)


That there's enough demand for true crime to support not one but two Murphy productions about athletes who became killers debuting the same week -- neither of which Murphy even bothered to slot into his well-regarded "American Crime Story" anthology series -- suggests that a reappraisal of some sort is in order. Not of the crimes themselves, but of how we, the supposedly enlightened reappraisers, are still fooling ourselves about why we watch.
Morality has always been the ostensible reason people flock to true crime: to bear witness to the horrors of which humans are capable and participate in the ongoing, culture-wide discussion of what justice means. That the genre is also not so secretly a guilty pleasure is pretty well-documented. So is the much-cited fact that women consume crime stories in greater numbers, perhaps to educate themselves in an effort to avoid becoming victims.
Over the last decade and a half, however, the ideological thrust of true crime stories has shifted. Historically, the format focused on the gory details of a murder and the clues by which the murderer was caught. These days, creators favor a more anthropological approach. A true crime show explores the perpetrator's experience, digs into the larger social context, and records the way the justice system responded to extralegal pressures. These repackagings usually retain most of the scandalous detail available in the original tabloid takes (you want viewers, after all). But the tone, despite these indulgences, is corrective; rather than celebrate the murderer's conviction, the viewer tends to emerge swathed in reasonable doubt.
That's a fairly extreme transformation. The true crime shows of yore were, like their fictional counterparts, straightforward and reassuringly unambiguous stories about catching and jailing bad guys. The true crime glut that began with "Serial" and exploded with "The Jinx" and "Making a Murderer" satisfies different urges. These shows aim to generate righteous uncertainty, often casting the perpetrator's sentence -- or the process that put him behind bars -- into question. Viewers are treated as co-investigators rather than passive consumers of closed cases. They might learn a little history as they watch. They'll almost definitely sneer at the ways society "back then" got everything wrong.

Lyle Menendez in Netflix's "The Menendez Brothers." (Netflix)



Erik Menendez in Netflix's "The Menendez Brothers." (Netflix)


That last bit -- that buried fantasy about our present-day moral superiority -- is one of the chief pleasures viewers seem to take from the flood of projects rehashing sensational events from the '90s (besides the Simpson case, recent projects have revisited the murder of Gianni Versace, Lorena Bobbitt's trial for maiming her husband, and Michael Jackson's alleged victims, to name just a few). It feels dangerously delusional to presume we're in any position to judge, especially considering we're living through a moment when a former president -- who was convicted of 34 felony counts of fraud and found liable for sexual abuse after his attempt to overturn an American election -- is nevertheless neck-and-neck with his opponent. Hindsight isn't actually 20/20, but the truism exists for a reason. It's awfully nice to pretend that we're above the story, rather than in it.
Take the DA's announcement about the Menendez brothers. Seen one way, it's a welcome instance of the legal system working as intended. Prosecutors should consider new evidence! Seen another, it's the latest extraordinary TV moment in a case filled with them, and not as distinct from all that came before as we might wish. One popular theory of the Menendez case is that the brothers were sacrificed to the public's need for an actual conviction after prosecutors in Los Angeles had failed to obtain guilty verdicts for the men who beat Rodney King and for O.J. Simpson. The DA's office was in crisis. If the first televised trial of Erik and Lyle Menendez set the scene for the Simpson circus, the brothers' second trial, which was not televised, needed -- for reasons having more to do with the national mood than the details of the case -- to make up for all the convictions prosecutors had failed to secure. The judge accordingly hamstrung the defense by drastically limiting the evidence they could present of the alleged abuse.
The national mood should, of course, have no influence on the legal process. Neither should a TV show. But Gascon himself acknowledged that his office was flooded with calls after the release of "Monsters." It's therefore almost impossible to usefully disentangle Gascon's announcement -- or the possibly relevant fact that he's up for reelection, polling 20 points behind his challenger and perhaps in need of a political Hail Mary -- from the discourse "Monsters" inspired. Or from Kim Kardashian's rather opportunistic op-ed advocating for their release, timed to publish shortly after the show aired. Or from the anemic Netflix documentary "The Menendez Brothers," which debuted Monday and shed less light on the case than it did on Netflix's new strategy for capitalizing on the outrage Murphy shows tend to generate. (The streamer used much the same strategy for the entertainment mogul's series about Jeffrey Dahmer, deploying the sensational series and airing a more journalistic take several weeks later.)
That's a grubby mix of perverse incentives, none of which seem to be responding primarily to the Menendez brothers' actual needs. If you're convinced Erik and Lyle Menendez were indeed sexually assaulted, traumatized, frightened enough to murder their parents and then forced to confess the worst, most personal things that ever happened to them to an audience of millions, only to be mocked and then jailed for life because the DA needed a win that year, your takeaway now might be that it's kind of happening again. All the aforementioned parties seem to be using their plight to profit in one way or another.
When the trial became streamable in 2020, a new generation discovered the case. While they were certainly more sympathetic, that development turned the brothers back into freakish objects of obsessive interest. That, for them, may be the price of freedom. But it seems awful. Even their most outspoken fans, including the teenage TikTokers who back in 2021 were calling for their release, get outrageously personal, narrating the brothers' personalities, debating which is the hotter one, and combing the internet for hints about their lives. They are also, of course, claiming credit for the November hearing.
So is Ryan Murphy. "The Menendez brothers should be sending me flowers," he told "The Hollywood Reporter" when asked about Erik Menendez's statement condemning the series. "They haven't had so much attention in 30 years."
God knows what the 2044 series about all this will say.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/tv/2024/10/10/menendez-brothers-ryan-murphy-series-documentary/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The best movies of 2024 so far, according to critics
"Deadpool & Wolverine," "Transformers One," "Speak No Evil" and "The Substance" all make our evolving list of 2024's best films.
By Washington Post staff and contributors | 2024-10-10
When it comes to movies, why wait for the end-of-year best-of lists? A number of movies have already garnered three stars or more from The Washington Post's critics and contributors (Ann Hornaday, Ty Burr, Amy Nicholson, Jen Yamato, Jessica Kiang, Michael O'Sullivan, Mark Jenkins, Michael Brodeur and Chris Klimek -- identified by their initials below).
Throughout the year, we'll update this list -- bookmark it! -- with the films that we loved and where to watch them. (Note that all movies reviewed by The Post in 2024 are eligible for inclusion.)
If it weren't filmed entirely using animated Lego blocks, "Piece by Piece" would be a fairly routine music documentary, in this case a profile of the protean hip-hop producer-performer Pharrell Williams. But it is filmed entirely using animated Lego blocks -- absurdly, fascinatingly -- so if you don't count yourself a fan of Williams or even know who he is, your eyeballs still get a psychoactive workout. (PG, 93 minutes) -- Ty Burr
Where to watch: In theaters
Jason Reitman's movie is here to remind us what "Saturday Night Live" was like in the 90 minutes before it first aired on Oct. 11, 1975: an imminent disaster that almost no one expected to last more than an episode or two. Structured as a ticktocker, following the events on, behind and around Studio 8H in Rockefeller Center as the show gets closer to airtime, it's as entertaining as a film can be that has no genuine point beyond nostalgia. If you were around for the first iteration of the show and weren't too high, you'll have a good time. (R, 109 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: In theaters
Saoirse Ronan plays a woman who has lost her youth to the bottle and awakens to realize she's on the other side of it. Based on the 2016 memoir by the Scottish author Amy Liptrot, "The Outrun" is a recovery drama lifted above the genre's necessary cliches by the star's prickly, incandescent presence. It's also boosted by the film's setting in the stark Orkney Isles in the north of Scotland and by director Nora Fingscheidt's poetic approach to time, place and chronology. (R, 118 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: In theaters

Longtime friends Harper Steele and Will Ferrell in the road-trip documentary "Will & Harper." (Netflix)


A road trip across the United States turns into a testament to self-acceptance and allyship in this tender, heartfelt documentary starring "Saturday Night Live" veterans Will Ferrell and Harper Steele. After Steele comes out as trans, the two friends embark on a cross-country quest in a wood-paneled Jeep to reacquaint her with the America she's always loved and hopes will continue to love her back. (R, 114 minutes) -- Jen Yamato
Where to watch: In theaters
An existential black comedy delivered with flair, a steady gaze and two exceptional performances. Sebastian Stan plays a meek New Yorker afflicted with facial tumors who undergoes experimental treatment and emerges cured and handsome, and Adam Pearson, an actor with neurofibromatosis, plays his sunny, charming worst nightmare. Aaron Schimberg's Kafkaesque fable mucks about in themes of identity and exploitation, fate and foolishness, but there's a mystery at the center of the movie he knows better than to resolve. (R, 112 minutes) -- T.B
Where to watch: In theaters
The second feature written and directed by the nervy French filmmaker Coralie Fargeat ("Revenge") is most definitely not for the faint of heart, but if you like your moral fables served up with a liberating lack of restraint, here's your movie -- a cautionary tale, starring Demi Moore, that suggests an EC horror-comic version of a "Twilight Zone" retelling of "Sunset Boulevard." "The Substance" starts as a drama, but by the final act, it's become a gory gonzo comedy -- the logical end point of Botox Nation. (R, 140 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: In theaters
"Ocean's" trilogy headliners George Clooney and Brad Pitt play off-the-books problem-solvers, each one strictly a solo act, who must figure out why they've been summoned to the same penthouse suite to get rid of the same corpse. Writer-director Jon Watts's breezy crime caper is a pleasing, if largely predictable, lupine lark. (R, 108 minutes) -- Chris Klimek
Where to watch: Apple TV Plus

Scarlett Johansson is the voice of Elita-1 in "Transformers One." (Paramount Pictures)


An energetic charmer by the director Josh Cooley ("Toy Story 4") takes the brand that's been a trinket from Japan, a Saturday morning kids' show and a hyper-sexualized blockbuster franchise, and whip-whomp-whoops it into a cartoon about the human soul -- er, make that a sentient robot's spark plug. With Chris Hemsworth, Brian Tyree Henry, Scarlett Johansson, Keegan-Michael Key, Steve Buscemi, Jon Hamm and Laurence Fishburne voicing the various gizmos. (PG, 103 minutes) -- Amy Nicholson
Where to watch: In theaters, and expected to stream Oct. 22
One of the least cinematic movies of the year and also one of the best. Writer-director Azazel Jacobs's drama unfolds in a cramped New York apartment in which three women (Carrie Coon, Elizabeth Olsen, Natasha Lyonne) await the death of their father, who is lying unseen in a back bedroom, hooked up to machines and mostly unconscious. There's humor here, gallows and otherwise. But there's also an overflowing heartful of feeling, approached from three different angles by three different people who all happen to love the same parent. (R, 101 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Netflix

Scoot McNairy, left, and James McAvoy in "Speak No Evil," directed by James Watkins. (Universal Pictures/Blumhouse)


This tale of a milquetoast American family that mutely endures an awkward vacation at the country estate of their unhinged new acquaintances is the rowdiest horror flick in ages, a hilarious and venomous little nasty that cattle-prods the audience to scream everything its lead characters choke down. With James McAvoy, Mackenzie Davis, Scoot McNairy and Aisling Franciosi. (R, 110 minutes) -- A.N.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube
This oddly dry and lovely documentary on New York City psychics and their clients is rigorously observational. There's no spooky cinematography, no woo-woo technics, no pressure to believe in the afterlife. Instead, our souls are stirred less by the magic of ghosts than by the power of human connection. (Unrated, 110 minutes) -- A.N.
Where to watch: Not yet available for streaming
Ian McKellan plays a theater critic who hatches a plot to keep his job in 1930s London. At 85, McKellen doesn't have many performances left in him, so any movie that lets the actor carve ham with such exuberant relish as "The Critic" is worth his time and ours. Anand Tucker's British drama isn't great art, but it is a good time, one that darkens steadily and satisfyingly as it goes. (R, 95 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Not yet available for streaming
It's a tricky balancing act to find humor in stereotypes while seeing the human beings behind them, but "Between the Temples" walks the tightrope with wobbly yet confident grace. It matters that the movie's very, very funny. It matters more that Carol Kane's in it. She plays a retired music teacher who seeks a bat mitzvah; Jason Schwartzman plays a cantor at the local temple. (R, 111 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube
Teaming up with actor-turned-cinematographer Giovanni Ribisi, writer-director JT Mollner (making his second movie after 2016's "Outlaws and Angels") has crafted a pseudo-surrealist serial killer tale that ensnares you in its opening moments and tightens its grip with every stylistic swing and subversive swerve. It's unsettling and entrancing and altogether audacious. Amid a crowded summer of elevated horror, "Strange Darling" rises above. (R, 96 minutes) -- Thomas Floyd
Where to watch: Apple, Prime Video
Unspooling with the slow burn of a thriller, this documentary by Ibrahim Nash'at reveals what became of the $7.12 billion worth of military hardware the United States left behind when it pulled out of Afghanistan. (Unrated, 91 minutes) -- Michael O'Sullivan
Where to watch: Not yet available for streaming
India Donaldson's short, sharp, subtle tale of a teenager on a camping trip with her father and his best friend. The title is, of course, eye-rolling teen-speak in response to an amusingly bad dad joke. But it also speaks to the process of a young woman honing her radar on the men in her orbit to learn what -- and who -- might be honest, safe and true. Who's "the good one"? And how do you tell? (R, 89 minutes) -- T.B
Where to watch: Not yet available for streaming
An American teen encounters peculiar horrors at a remote German resort in Tilman Singer's kooky sci-fi genre hybrid that crackles with offbeat turns and creature scares as it unfolds against a backdrop of deceptively serene forests and cheeky Euro-kitsch. Hunter Schafer ("Euphoria") stars in her first lead film role. (R, 102 minutes) -- J.Y.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube
Angela Patton and Natalie Rae's compassionate documentary looks at a program that unites incarcerated men with their daughters for a dance party. It will leave you in a puddle of tears. (PG-13, 108 minutes) -- M.O.
Where to watch: Netflix
A frenetic, funny, searingly angry film from Northern Ireland, wherein language -- Irish Gaelic -- serves as an active force of rebellion channeled through the beats and braggadocio of African American rap. The movie's a rude, scruffy winner, a music bio/cash-in reconfigured as a deadly serious prank. It bears stressing that Kneecap is a genuine act, with rappers Naoise "Moglai Bap" O Caireallain, Liam "Mo Chara" Og O Hannaidh and JJ "DJ Provai" O Dochartaigh all playing cheekily fictionalized versions of themselves. (R, 105 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube
Hormonal confusion, social insecurity, failed stabs at hipness and mortification on a daily basis are universal to the 13-year-old condition. The trick to coming-of-age movies is in the details -- in letting the personal bring specificity to the universal while letting the universal illuminate the personal. It's a balancing act, and writer/director/former teen disaster Sean Wang gets it mostly right in "Didi," his fictionalized memory play of being a floundering Taiwanese American skate kid in 2008 Fremont, Calif. (R, 94 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube
With the whole superhero racket on the ropes, Ryan Reynolds and Hugh Jackman seize the opportunity to prove the power of their own charisma. Nihilism is the dominant mood, but director Shawn Levy gets sentimental during the end credits with a stream of B-roll footage from past Marvel and X-Men flops. Once, these movies were mocked; now, they've taken on the warm sheen of nostalgia -- this generation's "American Graffiti," a salute to feeling young and immortal that ends with the awareness that you either flame out too soon or limp on longer than you expected. (R, 127 minutes) -- A.N.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube
Martin Scorsese narrates this love letter to Michael Powell and Emeric Pressburger, a.k.a. the Archers, whose films were among the most magical feats of celluloid ever to come out of the British Isles. Directed by David Hinton, the documentary allows Scorsese to demonstrate via film clips the lessons he applied from "The Red Shoes" to his own "Raging Bull" (1980) -- "it's dance, and you stay in the ring" -- and from the Archers' wartime epic "The Life and Death of Colonel Blimp" (1943) to Scorsese's "The Age of Innocence" (1993). "Made in England" is more than a great filmmaker's genuflection. It's a way to connect the dots. (Unrated, 131 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Prime Video

Sasha Lane, left, gets a hand from Glen Powell in "Twisters." (Melinda Sue Gordon/Universal Pictures/Warner Bros. Pictures/Amblin Entertainment)


The surprise of the summer is that "Twisters" checks almost every item on our blockbuster punch list, which is a lot more than a sequel that no one asked for deserves. Die-hard fans of the original 1996 "Twister" may regret that there are no poorly digitized flying cows this time around, but they may be too busy dodging airborne trucks, RVs, trolley cars and a movie screen showing the original 1931 "Frankenstein" to notice. Directed by Lee Isaac Chung, the film stars Glen Powell and Daisy Edgar-Jones. (PG-13, 122 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube
Charlie Plummer plays a rawboned, 21-year-old day laborer living in the Rio Grande Valley who takes a job at a remote ranch where he's introduced to a community of gender-fluid rodeo riders. First-time feature film director Luke Gilford's gentle coming-of-age story is at its openhearted, poetically inclined best when observing an alternate vision of the American West that's no less possible for being radical (and no less radical for being possible). (R, 96 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube
Nerve-jangling and devilishly bleak, "Longlegs" is easily the front-runner for scariest movie of 2024. Maika Monroe stars as rookie FBI agent Lee Harker, whose uncanny intuition lands her on an assignment tracking an elusive serial killer dubbed Longlegs. With echoes of "Se7en," "Zodiac" and "The Silence of the Lambs," director Osgood "Oz" Perkins conjures atmospheric dread and wields Nicolas Cage's most unhinged role to date like a weapon. When he finally unleashes him to skin-crawling effect, we're face to face with one of the best new horror villains in years. (R, 101 minutes) -- J.Y.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube
The French provocateur Catherine Breillat gets her kicks with unnerving tales of sexual coercion, but this story of a woman's affair with her underage stepson may be her most excruciating to date. To be clear: Breillat isn't justifying the affair or, on a larger scale, telling a story with any universal resonance. She's exploring how this particular sinner did the unforgivable -- and then committed even more sins trying to cover it up. With Lea Drucker and Samuel Kircher. (Unrated, 104 minutes) -- A.N.
Where to watch: Netflix
Jake Paltrow's soul-searching triptych of stories about the execution of Adolf Eichmann in 1961 doesn't preach anything as simple as pacifist nonviolence; rather, it aims only to note that the scales of justice cannot balance one man's sins against millions of people's need for an appropriate (and legal) punishment. Few of the Israeli characters in the film are able to come to a moral and ethical agreement, and it's likely the audiences exiting the theater afterward won't either. (Unrated, 105 minutes) -- A.N.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube

Lupita Nyong'o and Djimon Hounsou in "A Quiet Place: Day One." (Gareth Gatrell/Paramount Pictures)


This startlingly good prequel finds the aliens hunting a terminal cancer patient with no delusions that she can rescue the planet. Bypassing all the usual heroic theatrics, she sets out to tiptoe up to Harlem for her favorite pizza. This quixotic trek is more about autonomy than gastronomy -- a satisfying way to squish a global catastrophe into a human-size story. With Lupita Nyong'o and Joseph Quinn. (PG-13, 99 minutes) -- A.N.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube
A phenomenal filmmaking debut by the MacArthur genius grant-winning playwright Annie Baker. Set in a bohemian enclave of Massachusetts during the summer of 1991, it's a whisper of a movie about a people-pleasing single mother named Janet (Julianne Nicholson) and her guarded 11-year-old daughter Lacy (Zoe Ziegler), who offers tough love as her mother shifts personalities to suit lovers and friends. Ziegler shoulders us through the story without ever getting too cute, while Nicholson's performance could finally elevate her from character actress to star. (PG-13, 113 minutes) -- A.N.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube
The Greek writer-director Yorgos Lanthimos ("Poor Things") clears the peanut gallery of fair-weather fans with this confident, three-hour trilogy of variations on themes of obsession, control and humiliation. His stock company includes Emma Stone, Willem Dafoe, Margaret Qualley, Hong Chau and -- the movie's secret weapon -- Jesse Plemons, and while the movie qualifies as maximum audience punishment, those with strong stomachs and a stronger sense of black comic irony may appreciate it. (R, 164 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube
June Squibb is a delight as Thelma Post, an elderly widow who hands over $10,000 to phone scammers pretending to be her beloved grandson in distress. Once the scam is exposed, she sets out to find the criminals, along the way subverting movie cliches about little old ladies by making the character fiercely individualistic and no one's victim. Richard Roundtree co-stars, in his final performance before his death. Writer-director Josh Margolin based the title character on his own grandmother, but she's so fabulous, you kind of want her to be your grandmother, too. (PG-13, 97 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube
Filmmaker Chris Wilcha revisits the New Jersey record store he worked at as a teen, weaving together a brilliant, discursive documentary that incorporates themes of holding on to the past and letting go. (Unrated, 96 minutes) -- M.O.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube
An immersion in the life and times of the fictional Vandals, a Chicago motorcycle gang that evolves over the course of the 1960s from a working-class racing club to a criminal outfit involved in drug-running, extortion and murder. Phenomenal performances include Tom Hardy as the club's president and alpha dog, Austin Butler as a silent hog-riding heartthrob, and Jodie Comer as the neighborhood girl who gets swept off her feet. (R, 116 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube

Martin Lawrence and Will Smith in "Bad Boys: Ride or Die." (Frank Masi/AP)


Will Smith seems wary of having too much fun in his apology blockbuster, but Martin Lawrence flings himself into the film's wackiest gags and his high spirits defibrillate the franchise. Turns out the Bad Boys films needed less swagger and more dorky, goofy joy. This fourth installment isn't reinventing the wheel -- it's just mounting shinier rims. (R, 115 minutes) -- A.N.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube
An anxious cheerleading drama by first-time director D.W. Waterson that doesn't waste a breath before proving that rah-rah is a real sport. Starring rising talents who do their own backflips, this tense, literally hair-pulling film is as grim and obsessive as the girls. Meanwhile, their coach (Evan Rachel Wood) glowers. (Unrated, 92 minutes) -- A.N.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube

Chris Hemsworth as Dementus in "Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga." (Jasin Boland/Warner Bros. Pictures/Village Roadshow Pictures)


How did a young girl in the dystopian future grow up to become Imperator Furiosa, the fierce warrior who took on the entire Wasteland in 2015's "Mad Max: Fury Road"? In this fifth installment of the franchise, director George Miller builds an epic prequel with Anya Taylor-Joy at the wheel, but also shifts into a different gear to weave an unexpectedly elegiac origin tale of survival and revenge. Chris Hemsworth plays Dementus, the vainglorious dictator of a roving biker legion. (R, 148 minutes) -- J.Y.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube
A blast of pure pleasure and one of the year's best films, with devilish comic energy and a star-making turn at its center. That star is Glen Powell, who displays wit, sex appeal and crack comic timing in his loosely factual portrayal of a nerdy college professor who moonlights as a technical adviser for police sting operations. When he's drafted to step in for the sketchy undercover cop who usually plays the fake killer-for-hire, the mild-mannered academic reveals he has a gift for posing as an ice-cold assassin. (R, 115 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Netflix

Michelle Buteau and Ilana Glazer in "Babes." (Gwen Capistran/Neon)


A sticky-sweet comedy about two best friends bound by an almost hive-inducing intimacy. The directorial debut of actor Pamela Adlon ("Better Things," "Californication"), this gross-out comedy about childhood friends turned overwhelmed moms hits you with the same surge of mixed emotions as a hug from a grubby toddler. Starring Ilana Glazer, Michelle Buteau and Hasan Minhaj. (R, 104 minutes) -- A.N.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube
Japan's Ryusuke Hamaguchi ("Drive My Car") has emerged as one of the world's finest working directors, but his movies can be frustratingly hard to encapsulate. "Evil Does Not Exist" may be his most haunting film yet. It takes place in a rural village north of Tokyo, and in its deceptively unfocused fashion, it frets about the encroachment of city life. An undercurrent of foreboding edges toward outright unease before exploding in an ending that presents a challenge to anyone who prefers stories wrapped up neatly. (Unrated, 106 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube

From left, Raka (played by Peter Macon), Noa (played by Owen Teague), and Mae (Freya Allan) in "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes." (20th Century Studios)


A sturdy new entry in the revived Planet of the Apes franchise. But, like its three predecessors, it's a fascinating case of content following form wherein CGI chimps, gorillas and orangutans are more breathtakingly hyper-real than ever and humans have become increasingly two-dimensional. Taking place 300 years after the events of the last three "Apes," the new film centers on Noa (Owen Teague), a young simian that most audiences will be willing to follow wherever he and his primate friends want to take us. That's good, because "Kingdom" has been announced as the first chapter in a new trilogy. (PG-13, 145 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube
The hazy neon vibes are immaculate and the suburban horrors are existential in this latest from writer-director Jane Schoenbrun, whose 2022 breakout feature "We're All Going to the World's Fair" skyrocketed the rising indie auteur into the queer horror canon. It's election night 1996 when an introverted seventh-grader bonds with an older girl over a tantalizing supernatural YA series that airs after bedtime. What results is a cautionary tale against the dangers of dissociative escape and a gently loving rejoinder reaching through its own screen to those who need it. Schoenbrun blurs the lines between reality and fantasy with an intoxicating, Lynchian flair. (PG-13, 100 minutes) -- J.Y.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube

Emily Blunt and Ryan Gosling in "The Fall Guy." (Universal Pictures)


Helmed by stuntman-turned-director David Leitch, this action-comedy-romance-mystery is heavy on the flipping cars, high-speed chase scenes and plummets from tall buildings. Not surprisingly, plot is the least important thing here. Surprisingly, the quieter romantic comedy scenes are the best. Ryan Gosling and Emily Blunt take a clever meta-blockbuster about the behind-the-scenes making of a blockbuster and give it warmth, intimacy, idiosyncrasy and laughs. (PG-13, 126 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube
From Oscar-winning filmmakers Andrea Nix Fine and Sean Fine ("Inocente") comes a chilling documentary that draws upon a trove of news and personal footage to immerse viewers in the sounds, sights, sensations and shock of Jan. 6, 2021. A discreetly ominous score by H. Scott Salinas rumbles beneath the sounds of chaos that culminate in the breaching of the Capitol by a mob estimated at 10,000 and the invasion of its corridors by 1,200 rioters. Civics lessons rarely come this disturbing or this convincing. (Unrated, 111 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube
The third installment in Ken Loach's unofficial trilogy of films set in austerity-era Northeastern England -- said to be the final movie from the 87-year-old social realist filmmaker -- is a fittingly poignant last act: clear-eyed, compassionate, fueled by righteous anger yet still somewhat hopeful. (Unrated, 113 minutes) -- M.O.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube

Kirsten Dunst in "Civil War." (A24)


Writer-director Alex Garland doesn't investigate how this war started or how long it's been going on or whether it's worth fighting. His lean, cruel film is about the ethics of photographing violence, and those blinders make it charge forward with gusto. The film feels poetically, deeply true, even when it's suggesting that humans are more apt to tear one another apart for petty grievances than over a sincere defense of some kind of principles. Starring Kristen Dunst, Wagner Moura, Cailee Spaeny. (R, 109 minutes) -- A.N.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube
A slick, sexy, hugely entertaining, tennis-themed romantic triangle that offers three young performers at the top of their games under the guidance of Luca Guadagnino, a director who gives them room to swing in all senses of the word. The movie's a paean to hard work and hedonism, and if its pleasures are mostly surface -- grass, clay, emotional -- it's still been too long since we've had an intelligent frolic like this. Mike Faist and Josh O'Connor play rising tennis stars; Zendaya is their coach, holding down the center with her furiously knitted brow. (R, 131 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube

Olivia Colman, left, as Edith Swan and Jessie Buckley as Rose Gooding in "Wicked Little Letters." (Parisa Taghizadeh/Sony Pictures Classics)


An art-house audience pleaser, based on an actual historical incident, that slaps a veneer of tea-cozy classiness over cartoonish characters and changing social values. In a dingy English seaside town in 1920, someone has been sending anonymous poison-pen letters to church lady Edith (Olivia Colman) -- written in language so obscene that it's practically an art form -- and suspicion quickly falls on the foul-mouthed Rose (Jessie Buckley), a single mother freshly arrived from Ireland. The movie is good fun and surprisingly obvious -- a slapstick comedy of manners that only hints at darker human urges. (R, 100 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube

Jesse Eisenberg  in "Sasquatch Sunset." (Bleecker Street)


Either the silliest movie you'll see in 2024 or one of the most unexpectedly affecting, but, like the meme says, why not both? A year in the life of a family of Bigfoots -- Bigfeet? -- it functions simultaneously as slow-motion slapstick, a very hairy nature documentary and a melancholy portrait of creatures not unlike us as they confront their own disappearance from the Earth. With no narration and no dialogue beside grunts, hoots and warbles, the movie effectively puts an audience on the same (big) footing as the characters. Starring Jesse Eisenberg, Riley Keough and Nathan Zellner. (R, 89 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video
Two-time Oscar winner Ennio Morricone, who died in 202o at the age of 91, was a composer and arranger of music that helped define what it sounds like to go to the movies. Now, director Giuseppe Tornatore -- who worked with Morricone for nearly all his films, including 1988's "Cinema Paradiso" -- turns an overdue spotlight on the composer behind the legendary scores of "The Good, the Bad and the Ugly," "The Thing" and more than 500 others. At nearly three hours, "Ennio" is a long haul, exhaustive without ever becoming exhausting. Though it could definitely survive edits, its length feels like the product of genuine ardor and care. (Unrated, 156 minutes) -- Michael Brodeur
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, YouTube

Vera Drew as Joker the Harlequin in "The People's Joker." (Altered Innocence)


Hollywood's superhero blockbuster business has grown creatively stale, but Vera Drew's irreverent renegade opus is just the antidote the genre desperately needs. Both a tough-love letter to the commodified IP it satirizes and a scathing takedown of mainstream comedy institutions, this defiantly personal low-budget marvel is also a genuinely affecting queer coming-of-age tale in which Drew stars as Joker, a closeted trans woman and aspiring comedian who leaves her Smallville hometown for a dystopian Gotham City. Her film is the cinematic coup of the year, finally delivering the boundary-obliterating antiheroine Hollywood deserves. (Unrated, 92 minutes) -- J.Y.
Where to watch: Not yet available for streaming
The Iranian French actress Zar Amir Ebrahimi has the eyes of a silent film heroine and the face of a Modigliani. In repose, she can convey a sense of sorrow that feels both elegant and timeless, but in "Shayda," that stillness is fraught with specific threat: the anguish of a woman fleeing an abusive husband. Made with a striking sensitivity to mood and moment, the film marks a strong debut for Iranian Australian writer-director Noora Niasari, who mines her own experience and that of her mother for a gripping yet tender suspense drama. (PG-13, 117 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Prime Video

Gian Piero Capretto, Ramona Fiorini, Melchiorre Pala, Josh O'Connor, Giuliano Mantovani, Luca Gargiullo, Vincenzo Nemolato and Lou Roy-Lecollinet in "La Chimera." (Neon)


Antiquity and the modern day sit side by side in the films of Italy's Alice Rohrwacher, permeating each other with the timelessness of a folk tale passed around a campfire. The writer-director's latest concerns a raffish band of working-class tombaroli -- grave robbers -- who dig up ancient Etruscan artifacts and sell them on the black market, but the movie's also a meditation on the tension between romanticizing the past and profiting from it. Wise, funny and mysterious, it's a one-of-a-kind charmer. (Unrated, 132 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Prime Video
Rose Glass's gorgeously pulpy film is a grisly delirium of female rage and romance in which queerness is neither a liability nor a simple fact of life that deserves respect: It's a goddamn superpower. Kristen Stewart, in a skeevy mullet and a sleeveless tee, plays a gym manager who falls in crazy, scuzzy love with a bodybuilding drifter (Katy O'Brian). There are pyrotechnics and sucked toes and a jaw beaten clean off a skull. In terms of graphic gore, the head-stomping scene in "American History X" and the corpse-splitting moment in "Bone Tomahawk" need to scooch over on the podium. (R, 104 minutes) -- Jessica Kiang
Where to watch: Apple, Google Play, Prime Video, Fandango

A scene from "They Shot the Piano Player." (Javier Mariscal/Sony Pictures Classics)


Spanish filmmaker Fernando Trueba ("Belle Epoque") and artist/co-director Javier Mariscal celebrate the spirit of Brazilian bossa nova and the ghosts of artists who live on only in recordings and archival interviews. But this animated documentary's central ghost remains touchingly and frustratingly unknowable: Francisco Tenorio Junior, a gifted pianist, considered by his peers as one of the best of their generation, who disappeared in 1976 while on tour in Argentina. "They Shot the Piano Player" doesn't unravel a mystery so much as confirm a tragedy. (PG-13, 103 minutes) -- T.B.
Where to watch: Prime Video
Film as family therapy and family therapy as film. This gripping and format-stretching documentary by writer-director Kaouther Ben Hania brings actors into the household of a Tunisian mother named Olfa and her two youngest daughters, both teenagers. The three women play themselves alongside two professional actors filling in for the girls' two missing siblings -- what happened to them will unfurl, one twist at a time. (Unrated, 110 minutes) -- A.N.
Where to watch: Netflix

Koji Yakusho and Arisa Nakano in "Perfect Days." (Neon)


The premise is perfectly simple: Hirayama (Koji Yakusho) lives in Tokyo, where he cleans bathrooms, approaching his job with the same care and detail he gives to the tree seedlings he's nurturing in his modest, sparsely furnished apartment. The fact that writer-director Wim Wenders has called a movie about cleaning toilets "Perfect Days" might strike some viewers as the height of absurdity, even perverse humor (the film bears more than a whiff of Jim Jarmusch at his most wryly absurdist). But once they get a glimpse of Hirayama in action, the dreams behind the drudgery reveal themselves. (PG, 123 minutes) -- Ann Hornaday
Where to watch: Prime Video

The Steve in "Steve!" (Apple TV Plus)


Directed by Oscar-winning filmmaker Morgan Neville ("Twenty Feet from Stardom"), this documentary take on comic Steve Martin is broken into two feature-length installments, titled "Then" (94 minutes) and "Now" (97 minutes). The first and lesser half is pretty standard stuff, covering in enjoyable but repetitive detail the period of Martin's gradual stand-up ascendancy to selling out stadiums. The much more engaging "Now" dips in and out of Martin's movie career, includes interviews (Jerry Seinfeld, Tina Fey, Lorne Michaels) and delivers candid moments with Martin's bestie, Martin Short. (TV-MA, 191 minutes in two parts) -- J.K.
Where to watch: Apple TV Plus
Jonathan Glazer's quietly shattering, Oscar-winning portrait of a family living next door to Auschwitz is really two movies in one: the film that audiences see on-screen -- a bucolic domestic drama, filled with children, gardens and daily rituals -- and the movie we conjure in our minds, with images of emaciated bodies, shaved heads and screams barely audible above the clinking teacups and cooing babies. Adapted from Martin Amis's novel, the film is about denial and Hannah Arendt's banality of evil. But the mental contortions Rudolf Hoss (Christian Friedel) and his wife Hedwig (Sandra Huller) go through to justify their own monstrosity go beyond obliviousness into something far more insidious and timeless. (PG-13, 106 minutes) -- A.H.
Where to watch: Max

Aunjanue Ellis-Taylor stars in "Origin." (Atsushi Nishijima/Neon)


Ava DuVernay's audacious, ambitious adaptation of the equally audacious and ambitious book "Caste," operates on so many levels at once that the effect is often dizzyingly disorienting. But hang in there: Viewers who allow themselves to be taken on this wide-ranging, occasionally digressive journey will emerge not just edified but emotionally wrung out and, somehow, cleansed. (PG-13, 135 minutes) -- A.H.
Where to watch: Prime Video
A radiant Juliette Binoche plays Eugenie, a gifted cook who for the past 20 years has been running the kitchen of a 19th-century epicurean named Dodin Bouffant (Benoit Magimel). No one breaks a sweat in "The Taste of Things" -- they glow. No one swears or yells "Corner!" or "Yes, chef!" -- they whisper, or simply deliver an approving glance of gustatory satisfaction. This is the anti-"Bear," a sensuous fantasia of gastronomical pleasure less redolent of the Beef than "Babette's Feast." (PG-13, 134 minutes) -- A.H.
Where to watch: Prime Video

Anselm Kiefer is one of the greatest contemporary artists. (Janus Films)


Born two months before the Nazis surrendered, celebrated German artist Anselm Kiefer grew up amid his homeland's rubble. Destruction still compels and even delights him, as Wim Wenders demonstrates in his epic 3D documentary. The colossal spaces Kiefer inhabits and transforms are ideal for Wenders's approach, which conveys the physicality of the artist's work and places the viewer virtually within the maelstrom of creation. It's a fascinating, if somewhat unnerving, place to be. (Unrated, 93 minutes) -- Mark Jenkins
Where to watch: On demand
The title of this promising writing-directing debut from Molly Manning Walker is something of a misdirect. Her startlingly intimate portrait of teenage girls in search of the endless party while on summer holiday in Greece is more accurately described as a tutorial in how not to have sex, i.e., when you're young, inebriated, feeling pressured or vulnerable to manipulation. In its frankness and often frightening candor, it's of a piece with coming-of-age dramas like "Thirteen" and "The Diary of a Teenage Girl," with a dash of "Spring Breakers." (Unrated, 90 minutes) -- A.H.
Where to watch: Prime Video

A scene from "Io Capitano." (Greta de Lazzaris/Cohen Media Group)


Matteo Garrone's Oscar-nominated, migrant-themed drama fashions a hero's journey that feels utterly of the moment: inspired by the true stories of African immigrants, but told in a way that features episodes of both harrowing verisimilitude and hallucinatory magic realism. It's a film that is gorgeous at times yet also tough to watch. (Unrated, 121 minutes) -- M.O.
Where to watch: On demand
Despite the title of Germany's Oscar submission, the primary setting is a sixth-grade classroom, where things have gone missing lately. As school officials attempt to get to the bottom of the thefts, that classroom becomes a mirror of the outside world, with all its diversity, divisions and discontents. The film is far more than a conventional whodunit, though it does build a nice head of suspense as it grapples with themes of justice, doubt and bias. Its larger message is also one worth hearing, if not exactly news: In an age of cancel culture, the classroom is a battlefield. (PG-13, 98 minutes) -- M.O.
Where to watch: On demand
As subdued in tone and emotion as the neutral beige and brown ensembles favored by its mousy, office-worker protagonist (Daisy Ridley), this film offers an unconventional love story: one less about the thrill of romance than about the terror -- and ultimate release -- of connection. Director Rachel Lambert delivers its story with a reserve that is made up for by a genuinely affecting tenderness for its flawed yet searching characters. It's kind of a downer, yes, but also stimulating as hell. (PG-13, 91 minutes) -- M.O.
Where to watch: Prime Video

Tandin Wangchuk, Harry Einhorn and Tandin Sonam in "The Monk and the Gun." (Roadside Attractions)


This sweet, off-kilter comedy offers a sly satire of today's polarized world. Written and directed by Pawo Choyning Dorji, and focusing on Bhutan's preparations for the democratic elections first held in 2008, it shares the same wry spirit and gentle tension between tradition and modernity that characterized the Bhutanese-born, American-trained filmmaker's heartwarming Oscar-nominated 2019 film, "Lunana: A Yak in the Classroom," but with some added bite. (PG-13, 112 minutes) -- M.O.
Where to watch: Prime Video
This rebooted hybrid of the hit 2004 movie "Mean Girls" and the Broadway stage musical it spawned wisely doesn't try to simply adapt for the screen something that worked onstage and wouldn't translate to film. Yes, it's got songs (by Jeff Richmond and Nell Benjamin), but they feel abridged and ever so slightly diminished, delivered more in the context of the original narrative of viral shaming, which has been tweaked for our TikTok times. The remake is sharp, well-acted and funny, and there are a few surprises for "Mean Girls" cultists. (PG-13, 105 minutes) -- M.O.
Where to watch: Paramount Plus
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The 29 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Explore 450 beers at D.C.'s biggest beer festival, get a jump on spooky season with films and trivia, or comb through treasures at the Lucketts Fall Market.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly, Mark Jenkins | 2024-10-10
This weekend brings film festivals to D.C. and Reston, the region's largest beer festival, multiple fall festivals with pumpkins and entertainment, and even chances to get a jump on Halloween and Dia de los Muertos. Whether you plan to take a day trip to the country to find new home decor, taste beers or bread made from local grains, or slurp some local oysters, the calendar is full.
Washington West Film Festival
The 13-year-old Washington West Film Festival is more than your typical film fest. It offers the local premieres of films like "Luther: Never Too Much," the Luther Vandross documentary that wowed at Sundance. Its opening night film, "Searching for Amani," about a murder at a Kenyan wildlife sanctuary, was named best documentary feature at Raindance and won best new documentary director awards at Tribeca, and producer Peter Goetz is participating in a post-screening Q&A session. There are film blocks dedicated to local female directors, George Mason students and shorts. But Washington West also uses film as a vehicle for philanthropy. Proceeds from the weekend-long festival benefit local charities, and attendees are encouraged to help assemble kits for children in foster care before a 40th anniversary screening of "Footloose" and Q&A with star Kevin Bacon. Speaking of which: On Saturday, the Bacon Brothers perform free in Reston Town Center at 7:30 p.m. in conjunction with the festival. Through Sunday. Individual screenings $20-$40.
Dia de los Muertos Celebration at the National Gallery of Art
So you didn't win the lottery for tickets to the National Gallery of Art's after-hours party. Or, worse, you forgot to enter. That doesn't mean you have to miss out on tours highlighting works by Latino artists, chances to show your creativity, or dancing indoors and out. There are still two ways to participate: A limited number of walk-up passes allowing entry to the museum's East Building will be available at the door beginning at 5:30 p.m. And there will be activities on the outdoor plaza, including live Afro-Mexican music from Las Cafeteras, open to everyone. 6 to 9 p.m. Free.
NoMa Dogtoberfest at Third Street Art Garden
Halloween is three weeks away, but it's never too early for dogs in cute costumes. Bring your dressed-up pup to NoMa's Third Street Art Garden for a pop-up party co-sponsored by the neighboring Playful Pack. Prizes will be awarded to the dogs with the best costume and best trick, and the first 10 dogs receive a free professional portrait. Don't worry, humans: Right Proper Brewing is bringing beers for you. 5 to 7 p.m. Free.
Chess Master in Residence at the Darcy Hotel
National chess master David Bennett is the first guest in the downtown hotel's new series. The Chess Master in Residence program brings evenings of chess challenges and a special cocktail list monthly. Sip on the King's Old Fashioned or Knight Rider Mule while facing opponents, or snack on bites from the "checkmate menu" -- including Rook's Risotto Bites, Pawn Poppers and Checkmate Chocolate CrunchBar. 5 to 7 p.m. Free.
Lucketts Fall Market at Clarke County Ruritan Fairgrounds
Find a vintage French artisan baker's table, colorful dinnerware or any number of antique treasures at Lucketts Fall Market, which gathers more than 200 vendors from up and down the East Coast at the fairgrounds of the small Virginia town of Berryville for a weekend shopping extravaganza. Get inspired to redecorate after touring the stylish displays and treasures in each vendor's shop, then enjoy live music, dine at food trucks, or get a drink at outposts like the Vanish Brewery beer garden or cute mobile cocktail bar the Little Well. Friday from 12:30 to 5 p.m., with early bird admission at 8:30 a.m.; Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. $15 for one-day general admission; $45 for an early-buyer weekend pass; free for children 12 and younger.
The Bottom Line's 45th anniversary
For almost half a century, the Bottom Line has been an underground escape near Farragut Square. Even if you didn't know the basement saloon was that old, the mirrored walls, stained-glass lamps overhead and the scuffed bar counter exude a lived-in feel. The Bottom Line is marking its 45th anniversary with specials all week, such as the famous (and no longer on the menu) oval-shaped burgers, culminating in an end-of-the-workweek party Friday night with guest bartenders, giveaways, and specials and music from years past. 8 p.m. to midnight. Free.
Songket Malaysia Day at the Embassy of Malaysia
The Embassy of Malaysia is celebrating its traditional handwoven art form with a two-week exhibition featuring fabrics woven with threads of gold and silver. the festival includes a fashion show with Malaysian designer Sharifah Kirana Syed Ghazali and live weaving and mural painting demonstrations. 2 to 4 p.m. daily through Oct. 25. Free; reservations required.
Snallygaster
The Snallygaster beer festival is Christmas for craft beer fans: four blocks of rare and delicious pours from the likes of Cantillon, Monkish, Bottle Logic, Bierstadt, Fidens, Hill Farmstead, Wooden Robot, 3 Fonteinen, Cloudwater, Fonta Flora, Perennial and dozens more -- more than 450 beers from about 175 breweries -- right in the heart of downtown D.C. Samples are unlimited, so if you find a bourbon-barrel-aged beer from Barreled Souls or a classic Bavarian lager that you really love, you can go back for seconds (or thirds). And, yes, you'll find beer geeks lining up at Lawson's Finest Liquids or Halfway Crooks, but part of the fun is bopping around the various stands, meeting brewers and asking for a taste of something you've never had before. Beyond liquid bliss, the festival, held on Pennsylvania Avenue NW between Seventh and Ninth streets, includes two stages of live music and DJs, including ska favorites the Pietasters and go-go veterans Trouble Funk; two dozen food trucks; a kids' zone with games; a beer podcast recording stage; a record mart sponsored by Mobius Records; and a Made in D.C. makers market. VIP tickets with early access are sold out, so early arrival is strongly suggested if you're interested in the hard-to-find selections. 2 to 6 p.m. $75; $25 designated driver; $10 ages 12-20; free for children under 12.
Latino Heritage Festival: Latinos in Sports at the National Museum of American History
Meet a world-champion boxer and Olympic athletes at the National Museum of American History's annual Latino Heritage Festival, in celebration of National Hispanic Heritage Month. Held inside and outside the museum, the day focuses on the roles Latino and Latina athletes have played in American and international sports. There are interactive family elements; demonstrations of the Mesoamerican ballgame and lucha libre; talks with athletes, including Salvadoran American boxing champ Carlos "El Famoso" Hernandez; and a demonstration of sporting inventions from the U.S. Patent Office. 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Free.
Old Town Oyster Week
Several Alexandria seafood spots are teaming up for their own briny restaurant week: Old Town Oyster Week. It kicks off with an oyster shucking competition at Daniel O'Connell's at 11 a.m. Saturday and continues through the week with oyster-and-Guinness pairings at spots like Hank's Oyster Bar and Ada's on the Water. Specials include smoked James River oysters with yuzu and pickled pearl onions and a Guinness Blonde at Vola's Dockside Grill, Jameson-baked oysters with a pint of stout at Murphy's Irish Pub, and roasted oysters topped with bacon and Dubliner cheese at O'Connells. After sampling your way through Old Town, vote for your favorite on the competition's website. Through Oct. 20. Prices vary.
Hops & Harvest Festival at Merriweather Park
Get a crash course on Maryland's brewery, winery and distillery scene at the Hops & Harvest Festival, where ticket holders can try unlimited tastings from more than 25 producers outdoors in Merriweather Park at Symphony Woods. The lineup includes whiskey from Baltimore's Old Line Spirits, botanical liquor from Bethesda's Butterfly Spirits, beer from Gaithersburg's Elder Pine Brewing & Blending Co. and vino from Frederick's Celebration Cellars Winery. Live music, a food vendor alley, crafts and art for sale, lawn games, and a children's area with family-friendly activities round out this fall afternoon outing. Noon to 5 p.m. $50 general admission; $18 for designated drivers; $10 for youths; free for children ages 8 and under.
Mid-Atlantic Grain Fair at Peirce Mill
When you walk past the historic Peirce Mill in Rock Creek Park, you might imagine it making rye flower for bread. These days, local grains might be used to make tortillas, pizza dough, pasta and pastries after they're milled. The Common Grain Alliance, which represents farmers, millers and bakers throughout the Mid-Atlantic region, hosts a delicious day of education at the Mill, with demonstrations covering tortilla shaping, baking and pasta making; tours of the orchard; a market with vendors selling tacos, breads, pizzas and other products using local grains, as well as crafts; live music from Elena La Fulana and the Village String Band; and hands-on activities for all ages. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Bowie Baysox Fall Festival and Pumpkin Patch at Prince George's Stadium
The Bowie Baysox's season is over, but the minor league baseball team is putting its stadium to good use this weekend for the fourth annual Fall Festival and Pumpkin Patch. Kids can get their faces painted, play carnival games and, best of all, choose a pumpkin from the patch set up on the field. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. $15 for ages 3 and older, which includes a pumpkin; free for children 2 and younger.
D.C. Public Library Chess Tournament at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library
You've checkmated strangers in Dupont Circle. You've spent hours practicing opening gambits online. Now it's time to rep your neighborhood library in the D.C. Public Library's annual DCPL "Battle of the Branches" chess tournament. Will Petworth take Southwest's queen? Will Southeast's Parklands-Turner Library repeat last year's victory? The tournament, held on National Chess Day at the central library, is a free event, with participants matched by age and skill level for the three-round contest. Advance registration is required, regardless of age. 1 to 5 p.m. Free.
Fairfax Fall Festival in Old Town
Fairfax's autumnal celebration used to be a small market for artisans to display their wares. It's since grown to a festival with more than 400 arts and food vendors, three stages of music, and activities just for kids. Grab a drink from one of three beer gardens, visit Fairfax's museum or oldest residence, catch author panels at book fairs for adults and kids, jam with local bands, or watch aerial dancers from the Forever Marzipan Circus. The after-party starts in Old Town Square at 5:30 p.m. with more live music. 10 to 5 p.m. Free.
UnShushed! Film Festival at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library
Prepare for spooky season with an afternoon devoted to horror, thrillers, Southern Gothic and Afrofuturism flicks at D.C.'s central library, which celebrates Black women filmmakers and tales with Black female protagonists during the UnShushed! Film Festival. The festival begins with a feature film screening and Q&A, followed by a slate of shorts, another feature film screening and, as a finale, audience choice awards. Selected movies include "DeadHead," about a gardener who pricks her finger on a cocoon and transforms into something powerful and alien; "Benediction," about an unsettling encounter in a rural Mississippi Black Baptist church; and "Gaslighter," which follows a woman who, during a power outage, suspects that something is not quite right in her home. 1 to 5 p.m. $15.
Oyster Wars at the Salt Line
The Salt Line is one of our favorite places to slurp oysters -- the restaurant even has its own Eastern Shore variety, the Dancing Molly -- and its dedication to bivalves really comes through during its Oyster Wars festival. The afternoon-long event returns to the Salt Line on the banks of the Anacostia for the first time since 2019, and the sixth edition brings back everything that made it so popular. The lineup of guest chefs includes Patrice Cleary of Purple Patch, Matt Hill of Ruthie's All-Day and Jeremy Sewall of Boston's Row 34. Among the breweries sending beer are Boston's Trillium, California's Monkish and Asheville's Burial. And, of course, there are all-you-can eat oysters, from as far afield as the Chesapeake Bay; Narragansett Bay, R.I.; and the Gulf of Maine. Entertainment comes from DJs Harry Hotter and Stylus Chris and reggae band See-I. Tickets include oysters and food -- drinks are sold separately -- and proceeds benefit the Oyster Recovery Partnership. 3 to 6 p.m. $75.
D.C. Punk Archive 10th anniversary at Mount Pleasant Library
Through fliers, concert photos, oral histories, zines and vinyl, the D.C. Public Library's D.C. Punk Archive documents the history and far-reaching effects of the city's punk scene, from Bad Brains and Minor Threat to the present day. The library celebrates the first decade of the archive by looking back even further: The film presentation at the Mount Pleasant Library starts with "Scream Meets the Hangmen," which features hardcore band Scream and the 1960s garage band the Hangmen, before a screening of the documentary "Punk the Capital," which focuses on the rise of alternative and punk rock in 1970s and '80s Washington. Bob Berberich, a member of the Hangmen, joins "Punk the Capital" co-director James June Schneider for a Q&A about the music scene of the time. 2 to 4:30 p.m. Free.
The Rock and Roll Playhouse at the Atlantis
Parents and clubgoers of a certain age may remember all-ages dance parties like Baby Loves Disco or Rock-n-Tot, which encouraged the whole family to come to clubs like the Rock & Roll Hotel so children could boogie to a DJ while sipping juice boxes and playing with a bubble machine, and parents could pretend they were going to the club with friends. Those particular parties are long gone, but there's a similar spirit at the Rock and Roll Playhouse, a family concert series that visits music venues across the United States, bringing live music, games and movement for children ages 1 to 7 -- and their parents, who get to hear tunes by popular artists instead of, you know, kids' music. This episode, in the cozy confines of the Atlantis, features covers of Taylor Swift and similar artists, making it a perfect Sunday out for pint-size Swifties who want to sing along and shake it off. 11:30 a.m. doors. $20; free for children younger than 1.
'Mean Girls' wine tasting at Maxwell Park
Too-cool wine bar Maxwell Park celebrated Oct. 3 -- "Mean Girls" Day, duh -- by launching a by-the-glass menu that features the "Queen Bees" of the wine world (burgundy, bordeaux, champagne) against unusual, outsider varietals. So fetch. But what should you try first? You don't have to worry about that during two 90-minute tastings on Sunday, when you can try as many of the 25 wines as you want, wandering between bars and asking questions of the five sommeliers on duty, like, "Is riesling a carb?" 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. $35.
Library Bar pop-up at Silver Lyan
Toronto's Library Bar at the Fairmont Royal York hotel is known for its over-the-top cocktails and garnishes and recognized for its creativity: The Tales of the Cocktail's Spirited Awards made it a regional finalist for Canada's best bar team and best hotel bar. Beverage director James Grant is taking over D.C.'s award-winning Silver Lyan for one night with a special menu featuring a pair of drinks from each bar and a trio of collaboration cocktails. The Silver Birdbath Martini, with Farmer's Gin, Library Bar's vermouth and Silver Lyan's oyster bitters, might be calling our name, as is a "Spaggled Paloma Jello Shot" with a champagne chaser. 5 to 10:30 p.m. Drink prices vary.
Butter Chicken Festival
The inaugural Butter Chicken Festival is also a fundraiser -- order the classic Indian fare from any of 11 local spots in the next week, and the proceeds go to humanitarian aid organization World Central Kitchen. The festival culminates Oct. 20 with a book signing by Monica Saigal at Fairfax County Library; her new children's book, "Papa's Butter Chicken," includes a foreword by WCK founder and celebrity chef Jose Andres. Participating restaurants include Chiko, Cranes, Karma Modern Indian, Pappe, Rasa and more. Through Oct. 20. Dish prices vary.
Gaithersburg Oktoberfest
The 31-year-old party in Kentlands features three stages with Bavarian music and dancing, but it's about more than polka and a beer garden: The fall-themed party has pumpkin carving and apple cider pressing demonstrations, a family section with crafts and games for kids, strolling entertainers, a marketplace for local vendors and businesses, and a variety of bands. Most of the action takes place near the Arts Barn and Kentlands Mansion and Village Green, and the city offers wheelchair-accessible shuttles from satellite locations. (See the website for more information on parking.) Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Halloween Costume Swap at Right Proper Brewing Co.
Halloween usually breaks the cardinal rule of sustainable fashion: Don't buy something you're only going to wear once. But at Right Proper Brewing Co.'s swap, you can trade in last year's garb for a new-to-you costume -- while enjoying the Shaw brewery's brunch menu (pulled pork breakfast sandwich and bottomless shandy mimosas, anyone?). Trades are one-to-one, meaning you can take home only as many costumes as you bring. Costumes for all ages are accepted. Noon to 4 p.m. Free.
Miley Cyrus vs. Hannah Montana drag brunch at Red Bear Brewing
"Party in the USA" or "Rock Star"? "Wrecking Ball" or "He Could Be the One"? Get the best of both worlds at Red Bear's Miley vs. Hannah drag brunch, hosted by Desiree Dik and featuring queens Evry Pleasure, Ana Mosity and more. The ticket price includes two drinks. Seating is first come, first served in both seating areas on either side of the bar. 11 a.m. $35.
Tanukichan at the Atlantis
Oakland, Calif., dream-pop musician Hannah van Loon, who performs as Tanukichan, studied violin and piano as a child, and later learned guitar and bass. But she didn't play any instruments on her new five-song EP, "Circles." All the musical parts were recorded by producer and co-writer Franco Reid. The resulting EP isn't a dramatic change from van Loon's earlier music, most of which was made with producer Chaz Bear, who records as Toro y Moi. The guitars are thickly textured and the drums come and go while van Loon's breathy voice floats above the swirling, midtempo racket. The musician, 38, developed her distinctive style from an unusual set of influences. In addition to the classical music of her childhood, van Loon takes inspiration from the Beatles, the alt-metal band Incubus, and such Japanese acts as Cornelius and Judy and Mary. 6:30 p.m. (doors). $20.
Spooky Season Trivia at the National Portrait Gallery
The clever quizmasters from New Columbia Pub Quiz are using the National Portrait Gallery's collection as the basis for this seasonal trivia competition, which tests your knowledge of "urban legends, superstitions and things that go bump in the night." Will Boris Karloff or Edgar Allan Poe feature? Maybe you should wander through the galleries before the game begins to refresh your memory. The competition is held in the Kogod Courtyard for teams of up to six people. 5 to 6:45 p.m. Free; registration encouraged.
'Countdown to Christmas' at the Wharf
We're still three weeks away from Halloween, and the Hallmark Channel is already insisting that we start thinking about that other holiday. The festive juggernaut that is "Countdown to Christmas" starts on Friday, Oct. 18, with 47 new movies across various channels and the Hallmark Plus streaming service. To kick off this onslaught of small towns, romantic misunderstandings and the magic of the season, as well as celebrating 15 years of "Countdown to Christmas," Hallmark has convened the Jingle Stop bus tour, which brings stars of numerous films, including Jonathan Bennett, the "Mean Girls" heartthrob who's become a fixture in holiday movies, and Andrew Walker, Tyler Hynes and Paul Campbell of the anticipated sequel "Three Wiser Men and a Boy," to the Wharf's District Pier for a morning of "fan entertainment," including previews of new films, and festive activities. 8 to 10 a.m. Free.
Drive-By Truckers at the Warner Theatre
The Drive-By Truckers are used to doing things their own way. Instead of celebrating a round-numbered anniversary like the 20th or 25th, the band is taking "Southern Rock Opera," a double-disc rock opera about the post-civil-rights-era South viewed through the lens of the rise and fall of arena rock and Lynyrd Skynyrd, on the road for one last ride, timed to the album's 23rd anniversary. Unlike the anniversary tours that have become de rigueur in the music business, the jaunt isn't a nostalgia trip. "The band is arguably as good or better than ever, except now we actually all kind of like each other and have fun," Truckers frontman Patterson Hood says. "I can actually sing 'Ronnie and Neil' now the way I was trying to sing it then." 8 p.m. $53-$87.90.
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Jack Lowden on the 'ridiculous' fourth season of 'Slow Horses'
Scottish actor Jack Lowden, 34, takes center stage in the fourth season of "Slow Horses," Apple TV Plus's acerbic spy thriller about disgraced MI5 agents. 
By Jake Kring-Schreifels | 2024-10-10

Jack Lowden at the Apple TV Plus Emmy Awards party last month in Los Angeles. (Robin L Marshall/Getty Images)


The following article contains spoilers for Season 4 of "Slow Horses."
When Jack Lowden read the script for the current season of "Slow Horses," his reaction was unambiguous.
"I thought it was the most far-fetched and ridiculous season yet," he says.
Though his character, River Cartwright, took center stage, the overarching narrative, based on Mick Herron's "Spook Street," felt a bit detached from reality: a River doppelganger attempting to kill River's grandfather? An ex-CIA agent breeding a private army of soldiers? An assassin who might as well be the Terminator? Lowden worried that "people were just not going to believe it."
Then he remembered the show's secret weapon.
"What makes the difference is the actors," he says.
Indeed, the sophisticated and acerbic Apple TV Plus spy thriller -- about a group of disgraced MI5 agents kicked out of Regent's Park and shipped to Slough House to assist in various intelligence operations -- boasts an impressive stable of venerated British actors: Gary Oldman, Jonathan Pryce and Kristin Scott Thomas for starters. But in its fourth season, Lowden took the reins of the series, grounding its high-wire ambitions with his impressive range, comedic nuance and, yes, his running ability.
That's most evident in this week's season finale, when River meets his biological father, Frank Harkness (Hugo Weaving), for the first time. It's a complicated, heightened confrontation, primarily because Frank is also the season's main antagonist, responsible for terrorist attacks, government blackmail and abandoning his unborn son. Over a pair of beers, Frank attempts to recruit him to his mercenary family of killers while River wields snark and sarcasm as an emotional shield.
"Ultimately, this is a young man suddenly sitting in front of his father who he's never met," Lowden says. "But he knows he's basically tried to kill him."
The two-hander scene tapped into Lowden's theatrical background and has a classic Hollywood feel, with a setup similar to the diner conversation in Michael Mann's "Heat" and an opening greeting ("Hello ... dad") that pays homage to "The Empire Strikes Back." Lowden was initially worried that the introduction, right before the title card, would sound like a big soap opera reveal, but he trusted his character's self-conscious and deadpan instincts to keep it consistent with the show's pitch-black comedic tone.

Lowden as River Cartwright in Season 4. (Jack English/Apple TV Plus)


"I love it when we get as much drama and tension out of two actors sitting across from each other as you do from a fantastic shootout or a car chase," says Will Smith, the show's creator and executive producer. "You put Jack and Hugo opposite each other -- all those reveals and the dance between them -- and I was confident it was going to work."
But this wouldn't be a "Slow Horses" finale without some extended action set pieces. As his peers fend off a deranged assassin in Slough House, River engages Frank (who has given police the slip outside the restaurant) in a foot pursuit through St. Pancras station. Much like the failed training mission that kicked off the series, the late-night sequence required Lowden to shove people down escalators and sprint through various London landmarks. "I don't know how much longer my knees can take it," Lowden laughs. "You're basically like a pinball and you're aiming for these people praying that you don't maul someone that's not a stunt performer."
Lowden's favorite moment to shoot, however, takes place moments later, when River eventually finds his father hiding in one of the station's restaurant booths. As police swarm in to capture Frank, River is left to unpack his bloodline and explain whom he's been chasing this entire season to his colleague Louisa (Rosalind Eleazar). "That's my dad," he says dryly, slugging back a glass of champagne.
"It's so ridiculous, but it's not dramatic," Lowden says. "It's sort of so perfectly self-aware and cynical." In other words, perfectly "Slow Horses."
This season's focus on River has coincided with Lowden's own ascent, though the actor, 34, calling from his home in London, laments that he hasn't quite been able to shake the "rising star" label. Unlike that of his Oscar-nominated wife, Saoirse Ronan, whom he married in July, Lowden's slow-building career has allowed him to play dozens of roles in different mediums without the pressures of superstardom. "I've worked with Chris Nolan and Steve McQueen and Terence Davies," he says, "and I feel like I've gotten to do it with far less pressure."
The same could be said of "Slow Horses," whose nine Emmy nominations (including one for Lowden) last month have helped fuel its gradual move into the mainstream. As more people binge-watch their way through the series' six-episode seasons, they're finally discovering Lowden's star power -- his subtle humor, plaintive glances and overlying gravitas. "He's the full package," Smith says. "When I saw Jack's [audition] tape, I just heard and saw River as Jack, and I immediately started writing to Jack's rhythms. It just sort of changed my perception of the character."

Jack with Gary Oldman as Jackson Lamb in "Slow Horses." (Jack English/Apple TV Plus)


Smith credits a brief, tender scene between Lowden and Pryce in Season 3 with helping him write the finale's emotional last beats, when River checks his grandfather, who has lost his memory and most of his faculties, into a care facility. Though Lowden had never gone through that experience before, it's "always been a fear of mine," he says. It felt particularly potent on set that day with Pryce, an actor he's always looked up to, only because he might not return for subsequent seasons. "There was a tiny bit of that in the back of my head," he says, "It was sad."
As he's grown with the show, Lowden's schedule has gotten busier. He's remained loyal to his Scottish Youth Theater roots -- "The theater is where I've always felt most at home," Lowden says. "If I could spend the rest of my life onstage, I would." -- but he's continued to pursue film and television projects. In July, Lowden wrapped shooting on the fifth season of "Slow Horses"; he's set to co-star in "Ella McCay," a comedy from director James L. Brooks that he calls "the most Americana kind of film I've ever done"; and when we spoke, he had just returned from New York, completing a press tour as a producer of "The Outrun," an addiction drama that stars Ronan.
"It's been quite amazing to see some of the reaction," Lowden says. "The film is really hitting a nerve."
Still, Lowden is leaving plenty of room in his life for River, a character he's grown to love and understand as more seasons are written. "River ultimately wants to go back to the Park, wants to be in the top seat," he says, "and that's something I would personally love to see."
Mostly, he'd just prefer to keep working with Oldman.
Apart for most of the season, the pair finish out the finale together at a pub. River has met Jackson Lamb, the cantankerous and disheveled head of Slough House, to fill out an expense report and process a harrowing few days over a silent drink. It's "an incredibly poignant, unspoken moment," Smith says, but it's Lowden who makes it all the more heart-wrenching, giving Oldman the slightest of smiles as his superior grieves beside him.
Lowden never needed to act. "Gary just makes me smile," he says. "I can't explain it."
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'Piece by Piece' is a Pharrell Williams block party
Director Morgan Neville delivers the world's first Lego music documentary.
By Ty Burr | 2024-10-10

Lego versions of Jay-Z and Pharrell Williams in director Morgan Neville's "Piece by Piece." (Focus Features)


If it weren't filmed entirely using animated Lego blocks, "Piece by Piece" would be a fairly routine music documentary, in this case a profile of the protean hip-hop producer-performer Pharrell Williams. But it is filmed entirely using animated Lego blocks -- absurdly, fascinatingly -- so if you don't count yourself a fan of Williams or even know who he is, your eyeballs still get a psychoactive workout.
And maybe you should know. Check that -- you do know who he is, if only from Williams's beats powering two decades-plus of Top 40 radio hits and his own performance of "Happy," the ubiquitous, award-winning, Oscar-nominated earworm of 2013. Right -- the guy in the park ranger hat who cleaned up at the 2014 Grammys.
Since opening shop with close friend Chad Hugo as production wizards the Neptunes in the 1990s, Williams has created songs for dozens of artists, including Jay-Z, Beyonce, Usher, Madonna, No Doubt and Gwen Stefani, Kelis, Busta Rhymes, Nelly, Justin Timberlake, Snoop Dogg, Ludacris, Daft Punk, Common, Shakira, Missy Elliott, Kendrick Lamar, Kanye West (now Ye), Mary J. Blige, Janelle Monae, Kid Cudi, Ariana Grande, Beck, T.I., Megan Thee Stallion and Ed Sheeran. In fact, it may be easier to name the artists who haven't worked with Pharrell Williams.

Pharrell Williams and Gwen Stefani in "Piece by Piece." (Focus Features)


Still -- an authorized documentary about a man who's more star-maker than star? As an act of animated brickmanship? Is this ego or entertainment? In the hands of director Morgan Neville ("20 Feet from Stardom," "Won't You Be My Neighbor?") and guided by the voice of its self-effacing subject, "Piece by Piece" is mostly the latter. If you're unfamiliar with the backstage of hip-hop culture, you may find yourself learning quite a bit. Instead of rap beefs, Williams seems to be BFFs with everyone, a music nerd from Virginia Beach who turned his outsider stature into an asset with beats from Mars and a gently insistent production hand. It's telling that this may be the only PG-rated hip-hop documentary ever made.
And, of course, there's the fact that the entirety of "Piece by Piece" is told in Lego, using stop-motion animation and computer imagery and brokering a new look for the li'l Lego guys that reflects African American culture. Why? In the film, the concept seems to arise from whim, at Williams's suggestion, maybe because it was the only way the producer's likably no-nonsense wife, the fashion designer/model Helen Lasichanh, would consent to being interviewed. Whatever the reason, given the effort involved, it couldn't have been an easy undertaking.
And regardless, it's fun to see the talking-(block)head versions of Snoop, Jay-Z, Timberlake, Rhymes and others as they testify to Williams's ear for spacey yet propulsive hooks -- visualized in "Piece by Piece" as transparent Lego cubes that glow with candy colors -- and his unholy focus at the soundboard. There's a lot of logrolling and soft-soap in this telling of the story, but there's also a moving narrative about a softhearted skate kid from a tough neighborhood who introduced a range of new sonic shades and a playful sense of whimsy to a notoriously macho art form.

Lego versions of Daft Punk and Pharrell Williams. (Focus Features)



Justin Timberlake and Pharrell Williams. (Focus Features)


There are omissions: The successful infringement lawsuit by the heirs of Marvin Gaye over Williams and Robin Thicke's "Blurred Lines" goes diplomatically unmentioned, underscoring director Neville's position as court biographer. But there's also a welcome air of camaraderie, including from Williams's childhood friends in Virginia Beach who grew up to be Pusha T, Timbaland and Missy Elliott. Not for nothing does the producer hold a semiregular hip-hop-centric festival in his hometown called "Something in the Water."
Much is made early in "Piece by Piece" of Williams's synesthesia, which allowed him as a child to experience music as color and which he says is a key to the sound worlds he creates in the studio. That efflorescence of sensation is matched by the visual overstimulation -- mostly pleasant, sometimes wearing, occasionally stunning -- of the film's animation. Seemingly every music documentary has a scene where the subject wanders by the ocean pondering his life choices, but in this movie, the waves are a hypnotic ebb and flow of blue-and-white blocks, and elsewhere the screen explodes in riots of colorful Lego imagery.
So the movie serves as product placement for a brand of toys but also as a form of creative brick-olage, one that reflects a modern music producer's ability to weave small units of musical noise into an epic canvas that gets the whole world up offa that thing. It's got a beat, you can dance to it and it might make you look forward to the tango documentary starring a cast of Slinkys.
PG. At area theaters. Contains language, some suggestive material and thematic elements. 93 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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'Super/Man': Christopher Reeve documentary brings on the waterworks
Struck by paralysis, this Man of Steel turned out to be only human. But his destiny lay in advocacy and inspiration.
By Michael O'Sullivan | 2024-10-10

Christopher Reeve as Superman in 1978. (Warner Bros. Pictures)


The documentary "Super/Man: The Christopher Reeve Story" is an almost guaranteed tear-jerker, but not necessarily for the reason you might think.
For many (probably most) of us, it will be sufficient that this solid and unfussy film tells the sad life story of the charming and handsome late actor, best remembered for playing the DC Comics hero Clark Kent/Superman in four popular films of the 1970s and 1980s. The franchise began with "Superman," the groundbreaking 1978 "special achievement" Oscar winner for visual effects, and was followed by three progressively less watchable sequels. In 1995, the world was shocked and saddened when Reeve, whose post-Superman career was characterized by mostly pedestrian fare, was left paralyzed by an equestrian accident. We then watched as Reeve, with grace and grit, struggled with rehabilitation while advocating for the disabled, up until his 2004 death at age 52.
All this is covered in Ian Bonhote and Peter Ettedgui's dutiful and moving film, which is anchored by new interviews with Reeve's three adult children: Matthew Reeve and Alexandra Reeve Givens (by former partner Gae Exton) and Will Reeve (by Reeve's widow Dana, who died of cancer at 44, less than 18 months after her husband's death).
Reeve's own voice-over, courtesy of his audiobook memoir, adds even further intimacy and poignancy. Interviews with a handful of Reeve's Hollywood colleagues and friends -- Jeff Daniels, Glenn Close, Susan Sarandon -- introduce some helpful context, as does Michael Manganiello, the former senior vice president for government relations at the Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation, a charitable organization seeking cures and treatments for paralysis.

Christopher Reeve in footage from "Super/Man: The Christopher Reeve Story." (Herb Ritts/Warner Bros. Pictures)


But there is little original in the way this story is told, other than frequent cutaways to CGI shots of a discreetly naked body (presumably Reeve's), frozen like a statue yet slowly spinning in space as green crystals (presumably kryptonite) pierce the flesh. Otherwise, the film's trajectory and tone may remind you of any of a number of similar nonfiction treatments of beloved actors brought low by health issues. The most notable comparison is to Davis Guggenheim's "Still: A Michael J. Fox Movie," about the actor's ongoing struggle with Parkinson's disease. But if "Super/Man" cues the waterworks as reliably as that 2023 Emmy winner -- which blended clips from Fox's filmography with reenactments to create a narrative that has the time-travel element of the actor's Back to the Future franchise -- "Super/Man" is much more rote.
Most of its power comes from our association of Reeve with his most famous role, a connection made explicit in the wordplay of the film's title. The slash in "Super/Man" points to Reeve's character, in both senses of the word, on-screen and off. The actor was great not just as the embodiment of Superman, the film argues, but as a champion and role model for people with paralysis. Brooke Ellison, a quadriplegic woman whose life story Reeve directed in a 2004 TV biopic, also appears in this film to sing Reeve's praises.
Yet, despite the implication of its title, Reeve himself declares, "I am not a hero." And the film does include a bit of unflattering backstory about the actor's youthful philandering and unwillingness to commit in his relationships with Exton and their children. Exton nevertheless comes on camera to describe how Reeve's accident brought the two families -- hers and Dana's -- together. And all three children, who sit on the board of the Reeve Foundation, concur. As one of the film's subjects says, "A hero is an ordinary person who finds the strength to persevere." It's a platitude because it's true.

Gae Exton, Christopher Reeve, Alexandra Reeve and Matthew Reeve at the London airport in 1986, pictured in the documentary "Super/Man: The Christopher Reeve Story." (Warner Bros. Pictures)


There is another, subtler emotional punch the film delivers. A hint of it comes early, when we watch an old clip of a young Reeve, on the cusp of superstardom, tell an interviewer, "I've got a wider range of roles to come, and more interesting roles to come." He means movies and theater (Reeve trained at Juilliard). But Daniels, who was starring in an off-Broadway play with Reeve when the actor was invited to screen-test in London for "Superman," puts it bluntly: "He wanted to prove that he was a good actor, and he didn't have the chance to find out." Instead, Reeve's destiny lay elsewhere, in advocacy and inspiration.
"Super/Man" is a weeper, to be sure, for the reminder it brings to fans that this Man of Steel was only flesh and blood. But Reeve's thwarted ambitions as an artist -- the roles we'll never get a chance to see beyond the cartoon character -- are the tragedies we don't often think about.
PG-13. At area theaters. Contains some strong language and mature thematic elements. 104 minutes.
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'The Apprentice' stars defend Trump depiction as 'a radical act'
Is "The Apprentice" too sympathetic a portrayal of Donald Trump? Actors Sebastian Stan and Jeremy Strong believe that question misses the point.
By Jada Yuan | 2024-10-09

From left, Maria Bakalova, Jeremy Strong, director Ali Abbasi and Sebastian Stan at the New York premiere of "The Apprentice." (Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)


NEW YORK -- The long shadow of Donald Trump was inescapable as "The Apprentice," a provocative movie about the Queens-born former president's early days as an ambitious real estate developer, premiered in the city that made him.
The shadow, it seemed, was both actual and deliberate. "I drove past Trump Tower on my way here," said Jeremy Strong, who plays young Donald's mentor, the brutal lawyer Roy Cohn, opposite Sebastian Stan as Trump.
Clever event organizers had chosen to screen the movie on Tuesday at the Directors Guild of America theater on 57th Street, just an avenue away from Trump's gilded, pink-marbled pride and joy.
"I wish we could do it in Trump Tower," said director Ali Abbasi on the red carpet. The film opens Friday  -- just weeks before the election.
An hour before the red carpet began, Trump ally/attack dog Roger Stone had  posted on X that he found Strong's performance as Cohn "uncanny in [its] accuracy."
How did Strong feel about that? "No comment," he said. "But, you know, he would know." Later, during the Q&A, the actor seemed to have processed the moment a little more. "Thank you, Roger Stone?" he said, holding his hands out and grimacing in a very "I have no idea how to take that compliment" kind of way. The audience burst out laughing.
The film is a surprisingly empathetic portrait of how Trump became the man we see today, written by Vanity Fair's Gabriel Sherman, who has spent decades chronicling Trump and disgraced Fox News chief Roger Ailes. Abbasi has given it the gritty feel of New York's "Ford to City: Drop Dead" era of the late 1970s and '80s, when Cohn took an insecure second son unable to get his father's approval and taught him the three rules of winning that he uses to this day, of always being on the attack, denying everything and never admitting defeat.
The pre-screening scene in the theater was typical movie-premiere hoopla -- flash bulbs, shouting photographers, reporters jostling for access -- with a twist: There was actress Laverne Cox, in a sculptural silver bustier shaped like flames racing up her chest. And just after her came ... Michael Cohen, the felon and disgraced Trump lawyer turned Trump critic.

Laverne Cox. (Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)



Briarcliff Entertainment CEO Tom Ortenberg, left, and Michael Cohen. (John Nacion/Getty Images)


Cohen hadn't seen the movie, so he talked about the election instead. "I feel very confident that Harris-Walz has it," he said. "You see the crowd size in [Trump's] rallies dwindling. Nobody ever left the rallies in 2016 and few people, if any, left in 2020. In 2024, they can't wait to get the hell out of that 90 minutes of rambling nonsense."
He added that "it's a fact" that Trump's main reason for running is to avoid the various indictments and judgments against him -- which Cohen believes will involve a lengthy home confinement rather than jail time. Trump has been ordered to pay more than $80 million to author E. Jean Carroll for defaming her after she said he raped her. He was also found guilty on 34 felony counts of falsifying business records in Manhattan criminal court, which is accompanied by a nearly $500 million civil fraud judgment. "The only way he avoids having to pay almost $600 million in fines is to become president of the United States," Cohen said. "He's not running to do anything for America; he's running for himself."
Trump's shadow has loomed, too, over the movie's production. Financing was excruciatingly hard to come by, said Sherman, who has worked on the project for seven years.
After the movie had its world premiere at the Cannes Film Festival in May, Trump spokesperson Steven Cheung sent a cease-and-desist letter to Sherman and Abbasi, calling it "malicious defamation" that "belongs in a dumpster fire." It also accused the film of "direct foreign interference in America's elections" because Abbasi is an Iranian who has left his country and is living in Denmark to avoid censorship for his politically charged films.
According to producers Amy Baer and Daniel Bekerman, as soon as word of the cease-and-desist letter broke, interest in the movie from buyers dried up, despite decent critical response. Meetings got canceled. Every major streamer and studio, such as Netflix, Disney and Warner Bros., passed, reportedly out of fear that Trump would become president and wield the office's regulatory might against them, or that his followers would retaliate.
"To see these threats come from one of the most powerful people in the world, and for it to actually chill an entire industry, was extremely daunting," Bekerman said.
The fact that "we couldn't get traction with anybody had very little to do with the movie and everything to do with the political climate," Baer said.

Anne Hathaway. (Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)


The movie also became locked in a months-long legal battle in which the film was indirectly being held hostage by former Commanders owner (and Trump donor) Daniel Snyder, who financed the production company run by his son-in-law that was the movie's primary U.S. funder. It took an offensive by two investors, James Shani and Fred Benenson, to eventually buy out the production company's stake so the film could finally be distributed by Briarcliff Entertainment and released to the public.
Now it has a new subtitle, "An American Horror Story," and a set of posters depicting the actors as golden statues, or piercing skyscrapers, and a trailer set to punk rock.
At the screening, filmmaker Julian Schnabel took the microphone to thank the actors for bringing humanity to characters who are often depicted as purely evil -- and to wonder aloud whether that's a positive thing. "I think the reason this movie is controversial is that it's factual," Schnabel said. "I hope that people see this movie and realize that that motherf---er should not be the ... president."
Anne Hathaway was in the room alongside fellow actors David Krumholtz and Tim Blake Nelson. The audience was peppered with a who's-who of New York film directors: Tom McCarthy ("Spotlight"), Brady Corbet ("The Brutalist"), Bennett Miller ("Moneyball").
Throughout the ordeal, the film's actors have stood by the project and are now pouring themselves into promoting it, while wading into heavy conversations of what it means to release a movie about a more sympathetic Trump, who didn't always have this Machiavellian, norms-defying persona, right as Americans head to the polls.

Jeremy Strong, left, and Sebastian Stan on Tuesday. (Victoria Will/Invision/AP)


"This isn't character assassination," Strong said. "I'm not here because I want to bash [Cohn] or demonize him. I think then I would just be espousing the same values of divisiveness and hatred and othering that we see happening in this country. ... It's a radical act to portray these people as human beings."
Strong and Stan said they didn't meet until after the movie wrapped; they spent the entire shoot in character, even between takes. "We met when I went to see Jeremy's play," Stan said.
"[In Trump], I see someone that is just relentlessly going to go the distance, no matter what cost, and it's the loneliest person in the world to me," said Stan, who added that he feels as if there's an element of that relentlessness in all of us that we need to understand if we are to strive for the opposite.
After the screening, the publicists and producers for the movie, too, seemed to be operating by Cohn's Rule No. 2: Admit nothing. Deny everything.
The after-party that they insisted to the press corps didn't exist, or was only an intimate cast-and-crew dinner, was actually a Vanity Fair-hosted bash with more than 100 guests, with director Doug Liman waiting in a line down the block at the '80s-style bar and restaurant Acme on Great Jones Street.
Everyone's a student.
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The 'Joker' sequel could have been a great musical. Here's what went wrong.
The disastrous "Joker: Folie a Deux" fits the mold of the genre but breaks the only rule of show business: commit to the bit.
By Naveen Kumar | 2024-10-09

Joaquin Phoenix as Arthur Fleck and Lady Gaga as Harley Quinn in "Joker: Folie a Deux." (Niko Tavernise/DC Comics/Warner Bros. Pictures)


A choral teacher tells a class full of inmates at Arkham Asylum that music can help make them whole again. Cut to Lady Gaga's Harley Quinn gazing over her shoulder. Is Arthur Fleck too broken, or will she get a taste of deranged bliss with the clown-faced killer?
The next minute she's coarsely cooing "Get Happy," the ecstatic ode made famous by Judy Garland, through plumes of cigarette smoke, and it seems we're about to find out. But "Joker: Folie a Deux," which waltzed off a cliff at the box office on its opening weekend, is as hopelessly fractured as poor Arthur is. The erratic musical numbers can't save it, but not because they don't belong.
The splintering is part of the point: The $200 million sequel zooms in so close on a shattered consciousness that it's impossible to tell what's happening and what's a distorted reflection. Joaquin Phoenix, who won an Oscar for 2019's "Joker," has said the idea for the follow-up came to him in a dream. Director Todd Phillips suggested they toyed at first with making a Broadway show. (You think fanboys are mad now?)
Musicals are wide-open playgrounds for frolicking through the psyche's deepest recesses: Reckoning with painful pasts, exploring dual identities and falling deliriously in love are all classic stuff. Many do all three and much wackier besides, including "Wicked," "Phantom of the Opera" and "Into the Woods," all of which have been adapted for the big screen. Musicals were made to tell a story like Arthur's, so what went wrong?
Arthur's thirst for the spotlight predates even his bloodlust. Remember Phoenix gyrating his spindly arms in full maroon-suit regalia on those Bronx steps to the tune of "Rock and Roll Part 2" in the first movie? (Eddie Redmayne's Emcee in "Cabaret" could never.) So why not give the man his big break, even if it is behind bars and probably all in his head?
I'm not a stickler for rules when it comes to why characters sing or dance. As long as they're into it, their voices aren't bad (or at least not grating) and they approach the vicinity of making me feel anything at all, I say sing out, Louise. But most of the songs in "Joker: Folie a Deux" fail all three of these low hurdles, and the ones that don't are too little, too late.
Before Little Monsters claw into my DMs, Gaga sounds glorious on "Gonna Build a Mountain," a reference to the sweet if nonsensical dream that she and Joker share should they run off together. Like the movie's other more successful numbers, it's a set piece that shows off where the budget went. And it's one of more than a dozen familiar songs in the film, including "I've Got the World on a String," "Bewitched" and "That's Entertainment," drawn from the Broadway and Hollywood vaults.
Gaga covers these standards and more on her companion album, "Harlequin," using the full might of her talents. But on-screen she affects a rough sort of talk-singing, on par with what Phoenix musters, that inspires little beyond a regretful cringe. We know how much better she could sound. These are both wounded, vulnerable people, but the tentativeness in their voices conveys nothing so much as a hesitancy to embrace the form, like no one is sure they want to be making a musical. When the tunes are in your imagination, why not sing your face off?
Unappealing though they are, the half-baked vocals seem meant to communicate emotions that are otherwise underexplored. The connection between Joker and Harley doesn't appear rooted here in chemistry, eroticism or any sort of meeting of like minds. (It's very possible she exists only in his, for how easily she keeps bypassing prison guards to make out.) The movie rather seems to assume we know their fates are tied because of how many times their stories have been told before.
Showmanship has long been part of Joker's on-screen persona. Jack Nicholson twirls a cane to the rhythm of "Partyman" on a museum raid in 1989's "Batman," for which Prince performed the hit soundtrack. When Harley Quinn was introduced in 1992, in one of my after-school favorites, "Batman: The Animated Series," she and Joker were no strangers to musical escapades around Gotham. An affinity as twisted and gleeful as theirs seemed ideally suited to gallivanting in song. A musical might have been just as apt to probe their darkest inner shadows. But "Folie a Deux" fumbles the only real principle of show business: commit to the bit.
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The new 'Silent Hill 2' does more, dares less
This dramatic remake of the 2001 psychological horror classic loses some of the original's character. But it's hard to dismiss its new perspective.
By Gene Park | 2024-10-09

Originally released in 2001 and now remade in 2024, "Silent Hill 2" is still considered one of the finest examples of writing in the video games medium. (Konami)


"Silent Hill 2" in 2001 opened with a close-up shot of James Sunderland staring at a reflection, deep into his sunken eyes. It was important for the audience to see his face. In the 2024 remake, there's a shift in perspective to show his hands first. Today, we are meant to see through his eyes, not into them.
Imagine if the audience never sees the boulder that chases Indiana Jones. This is the thought exercise presented by Bloober Team's "Silent Hill 2," a case study of how camera angles and framing dramatically shift intention and attention in visual storytelling. Indeed, that boulder scenario occurs in this new "Silent Hill" during a chase sequence, now only seen from the lens of the victim, not the audience.
In the original game's cinematography, the player as James discovers a mannequin with a flashlight pointed at them. The framing communicated something important about the story that is now missing. Instead, the player finds a light blinding them through the over-the-shoulder camera perspective that countless games today use.
This isn't to suggest this effort offers nothing in return. Exceeding expectations set by the studio's past of questionable original horror stories, Bloober Team has created a very good video game using the framework of the 2001 classic, long considered one of the finest examples of writing in games. The original "Silent Hill 2," made by a small, motley crew of Konami developers in 2001, is an early example of games as philosophical fiction and psychological horror. This remake changes quite a bit, but removing my own long history with the original, it's easy to see this game still working as an introduction. Bloober Team hit a precarious balance, one I wish was tipped further in one way, as I'll explain later.
James's wife Mary has been dead for three years after a terminal illness, yet he receives a letter asking him to visit at their "special place," the foggy, secluded lake town of Silent Hill. When he arrives, he finds an abandoned suburb overrun with hissing, sexualized monsters and a handful of people responding in strange, unseemly ways to the danger.
Silent Hill contrasts itself from the more popular Resident Evil series in its frights. Other "survival" horror games limit resources as part of the challenge. "Silent Hill 2" in particular showers James with healing items and bullets, a strange quirk of the original that Bloober Team cleverly retains. Death and game-over screens are sweet release to this "psychological" horror game. The game's goal isn't to stop James, it's to harm the player.

The 2001 release of "Silent Hill 2" featured unique and dynamic cinematography. This shot is framed to convey important narrative themes, now gone in the 2024 remake. (Konami)


This emotionally gratifying, injurious experience is now much longer, and works to great effect. The feeling of being trapped in a pitch-dark apartment complex or, worse, a prison facility beneath a lake, is heightened to feel like an exhausting saga in the hours it takes to complete these extended puzzles. But at times this can feel like unnecessary padding, a byproduct of catering to the content-fiending audience of today. The coy hints at the old game's smaller puzzles sting if you miss them.
This remake shines in its level design. Even if they're overly long, the architecture of these nightmare worlds blur the line between technique and artistry. Bloober Team is still tracing within the lines of the original, but the elaborated labyrinths feel kaleidoscopic as hallways wrap and unfold around each other and in the memories of veteran players. It's probably the best level design this year outside of "Elden Ring: Shadow of the Erdtree" by FromSoftware. The game allows for more immersion with options to remove button prompts, a thoughtful consideration to point-and-click adventure game roots.
Like the earlier example of the chase sequence, this remake makes some drastic tonal changes. An unsettling depiction of monstrous sexuality, tucked away in a small apartment stairwell, is removed. In the original, James would be horrified, trapped in the hell of being witness to a crime he can't even comprehend. Instead, the remake offers a proper "boss arena" for the first big fight of the game. It becomes a good section of a video game, and removes a small part of what made the original "Silent Hill 2" so groundbreaking. Takayoshi Sato, the original game's CGI director, said in a documentary of the game that psychological horror is shaking the "heart and mind," which included uncomfortable portraits of eroticism.
"Shaking people's heart deeply means uncovering people's core emotions and motivations for life," he said. "Everybody is thinking and concerned about sex and death every day. If we want to scare or shake or touch the users or spectators, we have to think about sex and death deeply."

Throughout the town of Silent Hill, sounds of muffled, labored breathing build an intense atmosphere while conveying narrative themes. (Konami)


To its credit, Bloober Team stays true to this original vision in a later big fight still haunted by the specter of sexual abuse. It builds a new chase sequence wove in with the narrative while framing the frantic action appropriately with modern camera work, evidence that Bloober Team could've built a more compelling, original experience designed from the start with this modern lens. The studio is mastering set piece construction, a spirited improvement from its middling early project, "Layers of Fear."
It's really when the game hews too closely to the original that it feels awkward. The 2001 version's tight hallways centered in frame feel designed to wash over James like a baptism of shadow. The new "Silent Hill 2" occasionally messes with that otherworldly atmosphere, but at least the lighting is expertly coded to show us just enough, and helps the game retain that sense of confined restlessness.
It's important to note what we lose with the perspective change. As the original director Masashi Tsuboyama recently said, the camera angle makes this a different game. It's a different James we see in 2001 leave a bloody trail behind him after his first kill, and here he moves on like any other video game character. The fully 3D camera movements of the original game distinguished this series from Resident Evil. Today, Silent Hill moves just like it and the legions of other recent games inspired by "Resident Evil 4."
The homogenous nature of this presentation highlights Konami's mishandling of the series (none of the original titles are preserved on modern platforms). Despite curious changes, Bloober Team's take is very good and stands on its own, but its changes only intensify the need for more people to easily play the original, irreplaceable classic. I implore the reader to seek it out.

The remake of "Silent Hill 2" retains an oppressive atmosphere with careful application of lighting to re-create sensations of claustrophobia. (Konami)


The game's performances preserve the peculiar wording of the original's Lynchian aura, but not its pacing. A cast led by Luke Roberts (James Sunderland) offer more naturalistic, grounded line readings. Gone is the idiosyncratic nature of an amateur cast and low polygons in the original. The cold, distant James of 2001 acted like a sociopath. Here, Roberts portrays James as wretched and desperate. His voices cracks when attacking what he thinks are monsters. While different, these choices still feel correct and true.
This realism made me more sympathetic of James and view him in a new light as a suffering caregiver. Two years ago, I was diagnosed with cancer. Through the early stages of my fight, I became a difficult person to my friends, family and lovers. Faced with death, I was like an angry animal, my snarling voice lashing out at those dearest to me. I felt like a monster once I considered the pain of my caregivers, people like James. The hopelessness felt by all of us anchored me to this new, festering guilt I harbored, and I weighed everyone down. When I hurt the people closest to my mind and heart, I experienced true psychological horror.
It's hard to dismiss the value of this remake when it created in me this new understanding of this cherished, 23-year-old story. It's my appreciation for the original title that painted this newer perception. The onus is on Konami to make the original, and the rest of this series, more widely available so others can see the full context. Meanwhile, I hope Bloober Team's success builds a bridge for a new audience to experience the still-inimitable original title. Maybe they needed this shift in perspective.
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Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-10-09

"Building Stories" is an ongoing exhibit at the National Building Museum. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER
Eight exhibitions are on view through Dec. 8: "Ralph Steadman: And Another Thing," "Joseph Holston: Call and Response," "Endless Transformations: The Alchemy of Connie Imboden," "Faces of the Republican Party," "New American Landscapes," "Mira Hecht: In the Center Thereof Rose a Fountain," "Pegan Brooke: Flux II, Light on Water," and "A Sight to Behold: The Corcoran Legacy Collection of Nineteenth and Early Twentieth-Century American Landscape Paintings." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM
"A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through March 2. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DUMBARTON OAKS
"Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through May 31. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"The White House," through June. This installation by Colombian artist Santiago Montoya features 12 houses of varying sizes -- 11 made of coal and one made of white chocolate. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
* FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY
"Into the Vault: Books of the 1620s," through Sunday. After a four-year renovation, the Capitol Hill institution has reopened its doors and christened its new Into the Vault gallery with this special exhibition highlighting texts from the Folger collection printed during the decade when Shakespeare's First Folio emerged.
"Imprints in Time," through Jan. 5. This display features rare books and manuscripts from the eclectic collection of Stuart and Mimi Rose. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM
"Irresistible: The Global Patterns of Ikat," through Dec. 21. Ikat textiles from nations around the world are on display in this celebration of the ancient resist-dyeing technique.
"Art Uncovered: Visionary Textile Scholars and Their Archives," through April 5. A global selection of letters, photos and more from the Arthur D. Jenkins Library's archives.
"A Tale of Two Houses," through May 17. An exploration of two houses central to D.C. history: the Woodhull House in Foggy Bottom and George Hewitt Myers's Kalorama residence. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through April 20. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization.
"Osgemeos: Endless Story," through Aug. 3. This full-floor presentation tracks the collaboration and artistic trajectory of Brazilian identical twins Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo.
"Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26, 2025. The exhibition of two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDENS
"Fragile Beauty: Art of the Ocean," through Jan. 5. This exhibition includes works that evoke the water, as well as pieces created with oceanic materials. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
"Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December 2025. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE
"Sacred Words: Revealing the Earliest Hebrew Book," through Jan. 12. The oldest known Hebrew book, featuring Sabbath morning prayers and liturgical poems, is on display.
"Billy Graham's Canvas Cathedral," through Jan. 26. A reflection on Billy Graham's evangelistic campaigns in the late 1940s.
"The Megiddo Mosaic: Foundations of Faith," through July 6. This interactive exhibit showcases an ancient mosaic floor discovered by archaeologists in 2005. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM
"Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7, 2025. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM
"Capital Brutalism," through Feb. 17. An exploration of the Metro system and seven D.C. buildings designed in the polarizing brutalist style.
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through March 17. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"Brick City," through spring 2025. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," through 2025. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
"Gordon Parks: Camera Portraits From the Corcoran Collection," through Jan. 12. A display of 25 portraits taken by groundbreaking photographer Gordon Parks between 1941 and 1970.
"In the Library: Life in the Impressionists' Paris," through Jan. 17. A selection of some 40 photographs and prints capturing the art scene in late 19th-century Paris.
"Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment," through Jan. 19. A presentation of 130 works, including paintings from Paul Cezanne, Claude Monet and Camille Pissarro, examines impressionism's origins.
"Spirit & Strength: Modern Art From Haiti," through March 9. Haiti's significance to the African diaspora is put on display in this exhibition featuring 21 recently gifted works. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE
"Reclaiming My Time," through February. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART
"From the Deep: In the Wake of Drexciya With Ayana V. Jackson," through Jan. 6. Artist Ayana V. Jackson uses animation, immersive video, installation, sound and scent in an exhibition inspired by the 1990s techno band Drexciya, whose albums imagined a mythical aquatopia populated by descendants of pregnant African women thrown (or who jumped) overboard into the Atlantic during the Middle Passage.
"Bruce Onobrakpeya: The Mask and the Cross," through Jan. 21. A showcase of Nigerian sculptor and printmaker Bruce Onobrakpeya's earliest commissions from the late 1960s.
"John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," on long-term view. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY
"Forensic Science on Trial," through June. An exhibition breaking down how forensic science has been used in more than 150 years of trials.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
"Sublime Light: Tapestry Art of DY Begay," through July 13. The first retrospective of the Navajo fiber artist's career features 48 tapestries spanning three decades of work.
"Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20, 2026. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART
"Park Chan-kyong: Gathering," through Monday. Known for his use of photography and film to examine modern Korea, this Seoul-based artist is the subject of a show inaugurating the museum's modern and contemporary galleries.
"An Epic of Kings: The Great Mongol Shahnama," through Jan. 12. An exhibition featuring 25 folios from the Shahnama, the celebrated medieval Persian manuscript.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11, 2026. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
"Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December 2025. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16, 2025. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu 
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS
"Holding Ground: Artists' Books for the National Museum of Women in the Arts," through Oct. 20. Nine works by celebrated book artists.
"Hung Liu: Making History," through Oct. 20. Paintings and prints by an artist who lived through Mao Zedong's totalitarian regime during the Cultural Revolution before immigrating to the United States.
"Suchitra Mattai: Myth From Matter," through Jan. 12. An exhibition pairing the Guyanese-born artist's recent work, including mixed media and sculpture, with objects sourced from D.C. collections.
"In Focus: Artists at Work," through April 20. Video documentaries explore the creative processes of eight contemporary artists. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
"Brilliant Exiles: American Women in Paris, 1900-1939," through Feb. 23. An exhibition highlighting the feats of 60 American women who traversed the Atlantic in the early 20th century in pursuit of creative freedom.
"This Morning, This Evening, So Soon: James Baldwin and the Voices of Queer Resistance," through April 20. Curated by Pulitzer Prize-winning writer Hilton Als, this collection explores the interconnected lives of Baldwin, Lorraine Hansberry, Bayard Rustin and other queer civil rights activists.
"Picturing the Presidents: Daguerreotypes and Ambrotypes from the National Portrait Gallery's Collection," through June 8. This exhibition features photographs of 11 U.S. presidents.
"Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 26, 2025. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4, 2026. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
*NATIONAL POSTAL MUSEUM
"Baseball: America's Home Run," through Jan. 5. This exhibition dives into the surprising ways baseball and postal history have intersected since the early 20th century.
"Voting by Mail: Civil War to Covid-19," through Feb. 23. This election year exhibition features objects spanning three centuries that have been used to help U.S. citizens vote by mail. 2 Massachusetts Ave. NE. postalmuseum.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION
"Where We Meet," through Nov. 10. An installation unifying works from the Phillips Collection and the Howard University Gallery of Art. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY
"Subversive, Skilled, Sublime: Fiber Art by Women," through Jan. 5. Works of cotton, wool, polyester and silk are presented in an exhibition that considers an alternative history of American art.
"Contemporary Craft at the Renwick Gallery," ongoing. More than 100 works composed of fiber, ceramics, glass, metal, wood and other materials showcase handmade art of the 21st century.
"Janet Echelman's 1.8 Renwick," ongoing. The American sculptor's fiber and lighting installation projects shadow drawings in colors that move from wall to wall. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM
"Artist to Artist," through May 18. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30, 2025. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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Derrick Henry is a problem. It's the Commanders' turn to try to solve it.
The NFL's most reliable wrecking ball, now with the Baltimore Ravens, swings toward a Washington defense that just had its best game of the season.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-10-10

In his first season with the Baltimore Ravens, Derrick Henry has continued to run past, and through, defenses. (Julio Cortez/AP)


Ahead of the 2016 NFL draft, ESPN's "Sport Science" tried to explain the marvel of Derrick Henry, a running back out of Alabama whose rare combination of speed and power made him similar to a wrecking ball.
No, really.
"When Henry gets in the open field," the defunct show's host, John Brenkus, proclaimed, "he can build up the same momentum as a wrecking ball swinging at 5 mph!"
The dramatic inflection from Brenkus, the slow-motion video of Henry colliding at full speed with a punching bag and a booming sound effect provided the most apt examples of what defenders -- including the Washington Commanders on Sunday -- have to confront in the 6-foot-2, 247-pounder.
Little has changed in the eight years since that episode aired.
Despite being 30 years old and having logged more than 2,100 carries in his NFL career, Henry is still a human wrecking ball and, somehow, is still playing like a running back in his prime. The four-time Pro Bowl selection left the Tennessee Titans to sign with the Baltimore Ravens in March and is working on another remarkable season, with an NFL-high 572 rushing yards to go with six rushing touchdowns, tied for the most in the league, through Week 5.
He has accumulated 231 of his rushing yards before contact, the second most in the NFL and the most through the first five weeks of any season in his career, according to the NFL's Next Gen Stats. He also has forced 19 missed tackles, per Pro Football Focus, and boasts the same speed he had years ago; in the Ravens' overtime win over the Cincinnati Bengals last week, Henry reached a top speed of 21.46 mph, tied for sixth fastest of his career.
"In a game, in overtime, on a hot day like that toward the end of the game -- and after he's been tackled a number of times -- that kind of speaks for itself," Ravens Coach John Harbaugh said.
It also speaks to the challenge the Commanders (4-1) face Sunday at M&T Bank Stadium. The Ravens (3-2) lead the NFL in total yards (447.6) and rushing yards per game (211.2), and they are second in points per game (29.4) thanks largely to quarterback Lamar Jackson and Henry. Individually, they are among the league's finest runners. Together, they're a force.
To have a chance to slow Henry, the Commanders' focus is on the basics.
"You better have a really good tackling plan, and that's part of his success through the years," Coach Dan Quinn said Wednesday. "Sometimes you see a big back and you think he's just going to run people over, and he has that part of his game. But he can also stiff-arm. We've seen that. And he also has a really good jab step."
Added safety Jeremy Reaves: "You got to show up violent."
In recent weeks, Washington's defense has played with a physicality that Quinn and defensive coordinator Joe Whitt Jr. had sought from the outset. The Commanders held the Cleveland Browns to 212 yards and one third-down conversion last week, and they sacked Deshaun Watson seven times.
But for the season, Washington has allowed 5.12 yards per rush (second most in the league) and 23 explosive runs (of 10 yards or more) for a league-high 20.9 percent explosive run rate, per Next Gen Stats. Henry has 11 explosive runs, tied for fourth in the league.
Against running backs, the Commanders have allowed 2.1 yards before contact per carry, the second most in the NFL through Week 5.
That means Washington has to keep Henry close -- but not too close.

The threat of Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson makes Henry even more difficult to stop. (Stephanie Scarbrough/AP)


"The dude runs hard. He's consistent with what he does," Reaves said. "He's not ducking no contact, so you got to have your mind right when you show up. He has that burst, but he also builds his speed as he's going. So you just got to catch him when he's 10 yards in front of you. If he gets to 15 [or] 20, that's a tough day."
If Henry does, a tough day will get even tougher -- especially if Washington attempts to cover him solo in space and feels the wrath of his stiff-arm.
"Against a player like that [or] any good running back, you want to make sure you're having as few one-man tackles as you can," Quinn said. "You have to work that technique just like any other, where you have to break a stiff-arm down before you enter into the tackle. ... Going through the scout teams and going through the week and evaluating tape and how do you drill it -- is it the same as playing him live? Hell no. There's no one that we have on our team that can simulate him for practice."
Baltimore poses a challenge not just with Henry but with the dual-threat abilities of Jackson, the league's top running quarterback and one of its top runners period. Stopping both will require Washington to be airtight with its tackling and its gap integrity.
Even that might not be enough.
"You have to be really disciplined in the calls and have your eyes on the people to go, and even when you do that, it's still hard," Quinn said. "Games like this come down to tackling and ball-hawking and playing your style really well, because if you just focus on one person, all in the run game, they'll rip you throwing it, too. So you have to be really disciplined in your approach. But that's kind of part of the fun of being in the NFL, man."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/10/09/stopping-derrick-henry/
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