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            FILE - Yahya Sinwar, head of Hamas in Gaza, chairs a meeting with leaders of Palestinian factions at his office in Gaza City, on April 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Adel Hana, File)
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            Palestinians line up for food distribution in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            This is a locator map of Israel and the Palestinian Territories. (AP Photo)
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            Smokes rise following an explosion in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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    Follow AP's live updates on Yahya Sinwar and war in the Middle East.


    


DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip (AP) -- Israel's foreign minister has confirmed that Israeli troops in Gaza have killed Hamas' top leader Yahya Sinwar, a chief architect of last year's attack on Israel that sparked the war.
Sinwar has topped Israel's most wanted list since the beginning of the Israel-Hamas war just over a year ago, and his killing strikes a powerful blow to the militant group. There was no immediate confirmation from Hamas of his death.
Foreign Minister Katz called Sinwar's killing a "military and moral achievement for the Israeli army."
"The assassination of Sinwar will create the possibility to immediately release the hostages and to bring a change that will lead to a new reality in Gaza - without Hamas and without Iranian control," he said in a statement.
THIS IS A BREAKING NEWS UPDATE. AP's earlier story follows below.

    


DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip (AP) -- The Israeli military said Thursday it was looking into whether Hamas' top leader Yahya Sinwar was killed in a military operation in Gaza. Authorities were conducting DNA tests on a body to determine if it is him, an Israeli security official said. 




The military said in a statement that three militants were killed during operations in Gaza, without specifying where or elaborating further. It said the identities of the three were so far not confirmed, but it was "checking the possibility" that one of them was Sinwar. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The security official, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss an ongoing investigation, said the tests on the body had not yet confirmed if it was Sinwar's.
There was no immediate comment by Hamas on the report.
Sinwar was one of the chief architects of Hamas' attack on Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, and Israel has vowed to kill him since the beginning of its retaliatory campaign in Gaza. If confirmed, Sinwar's death could be a heavy blow to the militant group. He has been Hamas' top leader inside the Gaza Strip for years, closely connected to its military wing while dramatically building up its capabilities. 

    


Another Israeli security official said it appeared that the man who may be Sinwar was killed in a battle, not in a planned targeted airstrike.
Photos circulating online showed the body of a man resembling Sinwar with a gaping head wound, dressed in a military-style vest, half buried in the rubble of a destroyed building. The security official confirmed the photos were taken by Israeli security officials at the scene. The official spoke on condition of anonymity because of the ongoing investigation. 
Israeli authorities said the police, military, and Shin Bet security services were working to confirm identification through a number of different tests. So far, police have checked dental records, a police spokesperson said. They are still awaiting the full test results from DNA testing. 
Sinwar was imprisoned by Israel from the late 1980s until 2011, and during that time he underwent treatment for brain cancer - leaving Israeli authorities with extensive medical records.
President Joe Biden has been briefed on Israel's investigation into whether it killed Sinwar, and U.S. officials have been in close contact with Israeli officials throughout Thursday morning, according to a senior administration official.

    


Sinwar was chosen as Hamas's top leader in July after his predecessor, Ismail Haniyeh, was assassinated in an apparent Israeli strike in the Iranian capital Tehran. Israel has also claimed to have killed the head of Hamas' military wing Mohammed Deif in an airstrike, but the group has said he survived.
The report of his death came as Israeli forces continued a more than week-old major air and ground assault in the Jabaliya refugee camp in northern Gaza. On Thursday, an Israeli strike hit a school sheltering displaced Palestinians, killing at least 28 people, according to Gaza's Health Ministry. 
Fares Abu Hamza, head of the Gaza Health Ministry's emergency unit in the north, said the dead included a woman and four children, correcting an earlier report of five children. He said dozens of people were wounded.

    


The Israeli military said it targeted a command center run by Hamas and Islamic Jihad inside the school. It provided a list of around a dozen names of people it identified as militants who were present when the strike was called in. It was not immediately possible to verify the names.
Israel has repeatedly struck tent camps and schools sheltering displaced people in Gaza. The Israeli military says it carries out precise strikes on militants and tries to avoid harming civilians, but its strikes often kill women and children.
Israel launched its campaign in Gaza to eliminate Hamas after the militants stormed into southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting around 250 others. Some 100 captives are still inside Gaza, about a third of whom are believed to be dead.

    


Israel's offensive has killed over 42,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry. It does not differentiate between civilians and combatants but says women and children make up a little more than half of the fatalities.
Northern Gaza was the first target of Israel's ground invasion nearly a year ago and has suffered the heaviest destruction of the war, with entire neighborhoods in Gaza City and other towns reduced to rubble. Most of the population fled after Israel issued evacuation orders in the opening days of the war, but about 400,000 are believed to have remained despite the harsh conditions.
Earlier this month, Israel once again ordered the full-scale evacuation of the north, and allowed no food aid to enter the area for around two weeks. That led many Palestinians to fear that it had adopted a surrender-or-starve strategy suggested by former Israeli generals.
Israel allowed two shipments of aid to enter the north earlier this week after the United States warned it might reduce its military aid if its ally did not do more to address the humanitarian crisis.

Since the start of the conflict, Israeli forces have launched repeated operations into Jabaliya, a densely populated urban refugee camp dating back to the 1948 war surrounding Israel's creation. The military says militants have repeatedly regrouped there after major operations.
___
Magdy reported from Cairo, Jeffery from Jerusalem. Associated Press writer Kareem Chehayeb in Beirut contributed.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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                    FILE - Yahya Sinwar, head of Hamas in Gaza, chairs a meeting with leaders of Palestinian factions at his office in Gaza City, on April 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Adel Hana, File)
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    Follow AP's live updates on Yahya Sinwar and war in the Middle East.


    


Israel says it is looking into the possibility that Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar, a mastermind of the Oct. 7, 2023, attack that triggered the war in Gaza, has been killed in a military operation.
His death, which has not yet been confirmed, would be a significant moment in Israel's yearlong offensive against the militant group and could complicate efforts to release dozens of hostages held in Gaza.
Sinwar became the head of Hamas after the killing of the previous leader, Ismail Haniyeh, in an explosion in Iran in July that was widely blamed on Israel.
Some things to know about Sinwar:
From refugee camp to Hamas militant
Sinwar was born in 1962 in a refugee camp in the Gaza town of Khan Younis. He was an early member of Hamas, which was formed in 1987. He eventually led the group's security arm, which worked to purge it of informants for Israel.
Israel arrested him in the late 1980s and he admitted to killing 12 suspected collaborators, a role that earned him the nickname "The Butcher of Khan Younis." He was sentenced to four life terms for offenses that included the killing of two Israeli soldiers.

    


A prison leader
Sinwar organized strikes in prison to improve working conditions. He also studied Hebrew and Israeli society. 




He survived brain cancer in 2008 after being treated by Israeli doctors.
Sinwar was among more than 1,000 Palestinian prisoners released in 2011 by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu as part of an exchange for an Israeli soldier captured by Hamas in a cross-border raid. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Rise to Gaza power
When Sinwar returned to Gaza, he quickly rose through Hamas' leadership ranks with a reputation for ruthlessness. He is widely believed to be behind the 2016 killing of another top Hamas commander, Mahmoud Ishtewi, in an internal power struggle.
Sinwar became head of Hamas in Gaza, effectively putting him in control of the territory, and worked with Haniyeh to align the group with Iran and its proxies around the region while also building the group's military capabilities. 

    


The October attack on Israel
There is widespread evidence that Sinwar, along with Mohammed Deif, the head of Hamas' armed wing, engineered the surprise Oct. 7 attack on Israel.
The attack killed about 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and sparked a war that has killed over 42,000 Palestinians in Gaza, according to health authorities there.
Hamas said it launched the attack in retaliation for Israel's treatment of Palestinians and to push the Palestinian cause back onto the world agenda.
The International Criminal Court's prosecutor sought arrest warrants in May for Sinwar, Deif and Haniyeh for their alleged roles in the attack.
Israel said it killed Deif in a strike in July, while Hamas says he is still alive.
Where would this leave Hamas?
Sinwar has been in hiding since the attack, and cease-fire negotiators have said it can take several days to send and receive messages from him.
Even before becoming Hamas' top leader, Sinwar was believed to have the final word on any deal to release hostages held by the militant group. Some 100 hostages remain in Gaza, around a third of whom are believed to be dead.
It's unclear who would replace Sinwar, and what that might mean for the cease-fire efforts, which sputtered to a halt in August after months of negotiations brokered by the United States, Egypt and Qatar.

    


Hamas has hundreds of thousands of supporters in Gaza, the Israeli-occupied West Bank and Palestinian refugee camps across the region. Several of its top leaders are based in Qatar, which has served as a mediator between Israel and the militant group.

Israel has arrested and killed several top Hamas leaders and militant commanders over the years, and the militant group has quickly replaced them. But it has never fought a prolonged war against Israel, which says it has killed dozens of high-ranking militants and over 17,000 fighters, though it has not provided evidence for the latter figure.
___
This story has been updated to correct that not all of the approximately 1,200 people killed in the Oct. 7 attack were Israeli.
___
Find more of AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war.
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            FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump is helped off the stage at a campaign event in Butler, Pa., July 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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            FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump reacts following an assassination attempt at a campaign event in Butler, Pa., July 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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            FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump reacts following an assassination attempt at a campaign event in Butler, Pa., July 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- An independent panel investigating the attempted assassination of Donald Trump at a Pennsylvania campaign rally says the Secret Services needs fundamental reform" and that "another Butler can and will happen again" without major changes in how candidates are protected.
The review faulted the Secret Service for poor communications that day and failing to secure the building where the gunman took his shots. It also found more systemic issues at the agency such as a failure to understand the unique risks facing Trump and a culture of doing "more with less." 
The 52-page report issued Thursday recommended bringing in new, outside leadership and refocusing on the Secret Service's protective mission.
"The Secret Service as an agency requires fundamental reform to carry out its mission," the authors wrote Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas of the Homeland Security Department, the Secret Service's parent agency, in a letter accompanying their report. "Without that reform, the Independent Review Panel believes another Butler can and will happen again."

    


One rallygoer was killed and two others wounded when Thomas Matthew Crooks climbed onto the roof of a nearby building and opened fire as Trump spoke. The former president was wounded in the ear before being rushed off the stage by Secret Service agents. That shooting, along with another incident in Florida when Trump was golfing -- a gunman there never got a line of site on the president or fired a shot -- has led to a crisis in confidence in the agency.




The report by a panel of four former law enforcement officials from national and state government follows investigations by members of Congress, the agency's own investigators and by Homeland Security's oversight body.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Secret Service said it was making changes.
"We have already significantly improved our readiness, operational and organizational communications and implemented enhanced protective operations for the former president and other protectees," the agency's acting director Ronald Rowe said in a statement Thursday.

    


The agency said it was looking at how to retain personnel, modernize technology and bolster training, and was working with Congress to increase funding.
A look at the report's key findings and recommendations:
Poor communications, no plan for key buildings
The panel echoed previous reports that have zeroed in on the failure to secure the building near the rally that had a clear line of site to where Trump was speaking and the multiple communications problems that hindered the ability of the Secret Service and local and state law enforcement to talk to each other.
The panel faulted the planning between Secret Service and the local law enforcement, and said the Secret Service failed to ask about what was being done to secure the building: "Relying on a general understanding that 'the locals have that area covered' is simply not good enough and, in fact, at Butler this attitude contributed to the security failure."
The review questioned why there were two separate command posts at the rally and found other communications problems, including the need to switch radio channels because radio traffic from agents protecting first lady Jill Biden at an event in Pittsburgh was coming across the channels of agents who were with Trump. Also, law enforcement personnel on the ground used a "chaotic mixture" of radio, cell phone, text, and e-mail. And it was unclear who had ultimate command that day. 

    


Cultural issues within the agency
The report painted a picture of an agency struggling to think critically about how it carries out its mission, especially when it comes to protecting Trump.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


The panel said agency personnel operated under the assumption that they effectively had to "do more with less." The report said the additional security measures taken to protect Trump after the Butler shooting should have been taken before. 
"To be clear, the Panel did not identify any nefarious or malicious intent behind this phenomenon, but rather an overreliance on assigning personnel based on categories (former, candidate, nominee) instead of an individualized assessment of risk," the panel wrote. 

    


The panel also noted the "back-and-forth" between the Trump security detail and Secret Service headquarters regarding how many people were needed to protect him.
The panel also faulted some of the senior-level staff who were involved in the rally for what they called a "lack of ownership." In one example, the panel said a senior agent on site who was tasked with coordinating communications didn't walk around the rally site ahead of time and did not brief the state police counterpart before the rally about how communications would be managed.
It cited the relative inexperience of two specific agents who played a role in security for the July 13 rally. One was the site agent from Trump's detail whose job it was to coordinate with the Pittsburgh field office on security planning for the rally. The panel said the agent graduated from the Secret Service academy in 2020, and had only been on the Trump detail since 2023. Before the Butler rally the agent had only done "minimal previous site advance work or site security planning."

    


Another agent assigned to operate a drone detection system had only used the technology at two prior events.
What did the panel recommend? 
The panel recommended new leadership, specifically from outside the agency, but the report did not say whether anyone should be fired. 
Other recommendations included: having a unified command post at all large events; overhead surveillance for all outdoor events; security plans that specify how to mitigate line of site concerns out to 1,000 yards and who's in charge; and more training on how to get protectees out of dangerous scenarios. 
The panel said the agency needs renewed focus on its core protective mission while expressing skepticism that the agency should continue with the investigations it currently conducts. While the Secret Service is well known for what it does to protect presidents and other dignitaries, it also investigates financial crimes. 
"In the Panel's opinion, it is simply unacceptable for the Service to have anything less than a paramount focus on its protective mission, particularly while that protective mission function is presently suboptimal," the report said. 
Panel members included Janet Napolitano, homeland security secretary under President Barack Obama; Mark Filip, deputy attorney general under President George W. Bush; David Mitchell, who served in numerous state and local law enforcement roles in Maryland and Delaware; and Frances Fragos Townsend, Bush's assistant for homeland security and counterterrorism.

But this is not the first time that an independent review has found fault with the agency. After a man jumped the White House fence and evaded Secret Service to run into the building, a panel a decade ago looked into how the agency protects the White House. 
It recommended some of the same changes.
__
This story has corrected to reflect that Thomas Crooks' middle name is Matthew, not Michael.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/secret-service-trump-butler-shooting-assassination-attempt-00fce4f3d481d9c3c7964a0215c84678
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives to speak during a campaign rally at Erie Insurance Arena, in Erie, Pa., Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump poses for a photo with a supporter at a campaign event at the Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign rally at Erie Insurance Arena, in Erie, Pa., Monday, Oct. 14, 2024.(AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives at a campaign event at the Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 18 | 
            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, bottom center, gives a high-five as she greets supporters at a campaign rally at Erie Insurance Arena, in Erie, Pa., Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump greets supporters at a campaign event at the Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Supporters cheer as Sen. John Fetterman, D-Pa., arrives to speak at a campaign rally for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at Erie Insurance Arena, in Erie, Pa., Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign event at the Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign rally at Erie Insurance Arena, in Erie, Pa., Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign event at the Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Angela Cox, center, and her adult daughter, Taylor Norton, left, await the start of a Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris rally at the Erie Insurance Arena in Erie, Pa., Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Thompson)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 18 | 
            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris claps on stage during a campaign rally at Erie Insurance Arena, in Erie, Pa., Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            A supporter greets Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump after a campaign event at the Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks as an image of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump appears on screen during a campaign rally at Erie Insurance Arena, in Erie, Pa., Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump poses for a photo with a supporter at a campaign event at the Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris claps on stage during a campaign rally at Erie Insurance Arena, in Erie, Pa., Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Robert Cabaniss, 28, left, and Taylor Lyze, 25, of Pittsburgh, await the start of a Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris rally at Erie Insurance Arena in Erie, Pa., Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Thompson)
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            Luther Manus, 97, leaves the Erie Insurance Arena after hearing Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris speak at a rally on Monday, Oct. 14, 2024, in Erie, Pa. (AP Photo/Carolyn Thompson)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump poses for a photo with a supporter at a campaign event at the Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign rally at Erie Insurance Arena, in Erie, Pa., Monday, Oct. 14, 2024.(AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives at a campaign event at the Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, bottom center, gives a high-five as she greets supporters at a campaign rally at Erie Insurance Arena, in Erie, Pa., Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump greets supporters at a campaign event at the Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Supporters cheer as Sen. John Fetterman, D-Pa., arrives to speak at a campaign rally for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at Erie Insurance Arena, in Erie, Pa., Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                        Shortly after taking the stage 91 minutes late for his Atlanta rally this week, Donald Trump did what he can't help doing -- go off on a tangent. This was clearly going to be a night at the improv.
He marveled at length about how Elon Musk's SpaceX rocket booster was snatched from the skies by mechanical arms on its return. All that fire and smoke. "Coolest thing I've seen in a long time," he told his crowd. "Was that crazy?" Talk about a rocket's red glare.
A day earlier in Erie, Pennsylvania, Kamala Harris was buzzing with energy and blinding smiles on stage, and so were the thousands there to see her. No tangents.
She delivered a lacerating putdown of her opponent, polishing the art of looking incredulous about the man half the country might be voting for. If she'd held up a sign, "WTF" would have nailed the expression on her face. Her crowd was on a sugar high.

    


If next month's election is the ultimate battle of good vs. evil, which we are told by both sides that it is, why are all these Georgia and Pennsylvania people dancing in the hall and having all this fun?
Harris' rhetoric is existential, the country's very foundation susceptible to crumbling away Nov. 5, in her reckoning. Trump's always provocative words have gone darker still, even with violent undertones at times.




Yet in a country sick of what American politics has become, here were thousands marinating in it. Enjoying it. Making a date night out of it. Cocooned in it. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Harris rally Monday and the Trump one Tuesday were on different planets, to borrow Trump's phrase for the world each candidate is offering Nov. 5. Trump looked ahead by looking back, promising a return to the country "you were born in." Harris was fiercely future-focused.
Chants of "U.S.A., U.S.A" rang out at both events and love of America was in the air. But what America? 
For U.S. Rep. Byron Donalds, who warmed up the crowd for the tardy Trump, it's the country where boys grow to be men -- "manhood is needed" -- and girls become strong women who get husbands. Added Trump when he spoke, "Transgender insanity will be out of our schools immediately" if he wins.

    


For Harris, it's the country where people have "the freedom to love who you love openly and with pride."
At the Trump rally, Jonathan Cordero, 31, a former Bernie Sanders supporter now backing the Republican, was asked whether he recognizes that Democrats are patriots, too. He said yes, and compared patriotism to religion -- different faiths all devoted to a deity.
"Somebody who believes in, let's say, Islam or Hinduism, they fully are committed to that belief system," he said. "Same concept here -- if somebody is for Harris and they're chanting 'U.S.A.,' that's because that's their vision for where the country should go."
Erie was electrified
More than four hours before Harris took the stage, the line to get inside the Erie Insurance Arena wrapped around a city block. Once inside, people had more than two hours to kill before the first speaker addressed them.
Many were on their feet much of that time, dancing as a high-energy DJ spun a club mix heavy on female artists like Katy Perry, Whitney Houston, Beyonce, Madonna and Taylor Swift.

    


People danced the Cha Cha Slide at their seats when prompted by the DJ. "Woah, we're halfway there!" the crowd shouted when Bon Jovi's "Livin' on a Prayer" came on, with those lyrics.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Before the speakers started, Robert Cabaniss, a 28-year-old music artist from Pittsburgh, two hours away, and his companion on a fishing trip showed up to support a strongly Democratic friend at the rally.
If not a pure party loyalist himself, Cabaniss nevertheless supports Harris because "she fights for all of us" and, in his mind, she's the only grownup running.
"It's like, man, did he grow out of his shoe size yet?" he said about Trump and his "spoiled brat talk." He went on: "I'm still waiting. It's like Peter Pan hasn't grown up yet."
As for Trump's supporters, he said, "I think they love their country, but not the right way."
A few sections over sat Angela Cox and her adult daughter, Taylor Norton, who had driven from Buffalo, New York, about 90 minutes away, after learning about the rally online. They were in line two hours before settling in their seats, and Cox had no complaints about that.

    


"I've been having conversations with people all day long, and I love it," she said. "The camaraderie."
The hall was electrified when Harris walked out and launched into a half hour speech hitting on the touchstones of her campaign -- her plans, biography, patriotism and the "brutally serious consequences" should Trump, whom she's come to call an "unserious man," win.
In a twist for her, she had the crowd watch a video on the jumbo screen of Trump musing about using the military to suppress "the enemy within" -- the political opponents, investigators and resistant bureaucrats he branded as more dangerous than Russia or China.

    


"You heard his words coming from him," she said. "He's talking about the enemy within, Pennsylvania. ... He considers anyone who doesn't support him or who will not bend to his will an enemy of our country." Lusty boos washed over the hall.
Her rally-goers were jazzed throughout. Afterward, she snaked through the crowd on the floor, shaking hands and chatting for 20 minutes.
"I think she's superb," said Luther Manus, a 97-year-old World War II and Vietnam veteran as the arena started emptying out. "And it's something, because what we had we don't need again."
It was date night in Atlanta
The upper-crust suburban setting outside the 2,800-seat Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre put something of a damper on the carnival-hawker midway vibe that traditionally accompanies an outdoor Trump rally in a fairground setting. 
But the usual merch was on display, like the T-shirts saying "I'm voting for the felon and the hillbilly," a reference to Trump's criminal conviction and running mate JD Vance's 2016 memoir, "Hillbilly Elegy."
"I just want to be around people that feel the same way I feel," said Lydia Ward, a 33-year-old makeup artist, mother of two and longtime Trump supporter. "I've never been to something like this. The weather's great, and we were able to get a babysitter and kind of made a date out of it."
The typical attendee invested as many as eight hours in Trump's event, from joining the lineup into the home of Atlanta's ballet and opera companies to seeing him leave the stage with Village People's 1978 song "Y.M.C.A." blasting.
A screen over the stage flashed slides that few seemed to heed. Some slides made dystopian threats about the consequences of a Harris victory that focus on an America overrun by violent migrants. "Kamala's border plan: Make America Haiti," proclaimed one, with a dog picking its way down a junk-strewn street. "Kamala is responsible for a broken economy, broken border and broken world," said another.
Whether because he was tired in his third event of the day or just feeling chill, Trump was a bit lower key and shorter in his remarks than in some recent speeches, clocking in at 70 minutes. But he covered his bases. 
He cracked up his crowd with one-liners. He made common cause with MAGA supporters by telling them his rich friends are "boring as hell," though one of the world's richest, Trump supporter Musk, plainly fascinates him.
He mocked Harris for being wed to a teleprompter and not knowing what inflation is ( she does ). He tapped the thrill of group transgression, as when he said that under Democrats, "Everything turns to ..." The crowd completed the sentence.
A hearty ovation greeted one of his newer lines about immigration: "The United States is now an occupied country, but Nov. 5 is liberation day."
"I love the excitement," said Kay Bomar, a retiree from Ringgold in northwest Georgia. "You can talk to these people about what you feel and they tell you what they feel. You can say what you think here and not have to be afraid of offending somebody because they feel something different."
Cordero, the former Bernie Sanders supporter, plans to vote for Trump for the first time. "There's similarity," he said. "Not in the literal sense, but in the sense of the energy that they provoke out of people. They are very about change."
Cordero, who lives in the Atlanta suburb of Marietta and works in technology and advertising, showed up to be part of history.
"I'm Hispanic," he said. "I'm Puerto Rican, and there's some people who would say that Latin people shouldn't like Trump, or that Hispanics shouldn't support somebody like Trump. But I disagree with that statement.
"I think that Trump, this time around, has really reached all kinds of people simply by saying that we're going to get the economy to a good place. We're going to get our country safe again."
Harris got under Trump's skin in their debate by noting how his crowds can thin out while he's still speaking. A few did bail Tuesday night, starting about 25 minutes into his much-delayed speech. Most hung in.
Among them were Julius Adams, a student collecting disability who is Black, and his wife, Tanya Young-Adams, who delivers pizzas for Papa Johns and is white. 
He has faith that Trump will follow through on deporting those immigrants who are "causing trouble," even if he doesn't pull off the mass deportations he's promised. She is sold on Trump's plan to exempt tips and car loans from taxes.
"We're on disability," she said. "We can barely get by with trying to buy groceries. And I've got a car payment and gas is outrageous."

Trump and Harris gave their supporters a night away from that sort of grind. In Erie and Atlanta both, it was a welcome-to-the-tribe party, a performance and a chance to cut loose.
The election results will tell which rally's exuberance proved more rational.
___
Thompson reported from Erie, Pennsylvania, Amy from Atlanta and Woodward from Washington.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-harris-rallies-pennsylvania-georgia-92d8be2d5e5a45a6bec105efed6364cd
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                                        MILWAUKEE (AP) -- With three weeks left in the presidential campaign, Democrat Kamala Harris is spending most of her days trying to shore up support in the "blue wall" states of Pennsylvania, Michigan and Wisconsin as she tries to avoid a repeat of Hillary Clinton's collapse there eight years ago.
The vice president campaigned at a hockey rink on Monday in Erie, Pennsylvania, where she denounced Republican candidate Donald Trump as "unhinged." She visited an art gallery in Detroit with actors Don Cheadle, Delroy Lindo and Cornelius Smith. Jr. on Tuesday, then recorded a radio town hall with Charlamagne tha God. 
On Wednesday, Harris was back in Pennsylvania to stress allegiance to the Constitution as she stood just steps from the banks of the Delaware River, where George Washington crossed with his troops in a pivotal moment of the Revolutionary War. 

    


Her pace doesn't let up for the rest of the week. Harris is expected to hold three events in Wisconsin on Thursday, including a meet-and-greet with students at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, and three more in Michigan on Friday. She then campaigns in Detroit on Saturday.




A loss anywhere in the "blue wall," a name that reflects the region's traditional Democratic leaning, could doom Harris' path to the presidency. 
"You don't take those states for granted. And she's not," said Joel Benenson, a Democratic pollster.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
He previously served as chief strategist for Clinton, whose campaign was so overconfident that it stopped conducting its own polls in Midwest battlegrounds as the election approached.
"We've got a painful lesson in 2016 when we didn't go to the 'blue wall' states, and we lost," Benenson said.
Harris' campaign emphasized that she's not giving up on Sun Belt battlegrounds like North Carolina, Georgia, Arizona and Nevada. The vice president was in North Carolina over the weekend and she's expected to be back in Georgia on Sunday. 

    


But any candidate's most precious resource is time, and Harris' schedule reflects the consensus about her most likely shot at winning the White House.
"It's not the only path, but it's the easiest path to victory," said Democratic pollster Celinda Lake.
She added, "If you can't win Pennsylvania or Michigan, do you really think you can win Georgia or North Carolina?"
Pennsylvania and Michigan are Harris' most popular destinations since Labor Day, with eight stops in each state, according to an Associated Press tracking of candidates' public events. 
At Harris' event in Washington Crossing on Wednesday, one voter said Democrats had discovered the cost of complacency the hard way.
"In 2016, we thought we had it, you know, we thought we were okay," said Melanie Woods, a retired school principal who came all the way from Brooklyn. "And I don't think you can ever take anything for granted any more."
Dan Kanninen, the Harris campaign's battleground states director, said the vice president has "multiple pathways" to win. 
"All seven battleground states are in play, and we know each will be incredibly close," he said. "That is why we will continue to engage and mobilize voters aggressively across all these states until Election Day."

    


During her campaign travels, Harris is trying to pick strategic areas to talk about key policies, such as promoting auto jobs and union membership in Detroit and going to Douglas, Arizona to unveil plans to tighten rules for immigrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border after she walked along the towering wall separating the two countries.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


The campaign is also increasingly relying on large organizational networks in key states, including coordinated offices with state Democratic parties, to fill in the gaps when Harris isn't there. It's deploying key surrogates -- most notably Harris' running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz -- to lessen the impact of choosing to travel to one part of the country versus the other. 
Democrats have other benefits, too. There's a deep bench of high-profile politicians who are united behind Harris, including former President Barack Obama, who has been making campaign stops on her behalf. And there's a campaign war chest larger than Trump's, allowing Harris to keep up the pressure with advertising and expansive get-out-the-vote efforts. 

    


Democrats' electoral odds have ebbed and flowed during this tumultuous election year. President Joe Biden had faced a dwindling path to reelection, with some purple states sliding out of reach. But when he dropped out of the race in July, Harris' team emphasized her potentially broader geographic appeal.
"Vice President Harris enters a tight race, but it is clear that she can bring together a coalition of voters to keep a wide set of states in play," Campaign Chair Jen O'Malley Dillon wrote in a memo in late July.
But that doesn't mean that some states aren't more important than others. 

    


"You win Pennsylvania, and you're the next president," Sen. John Fetterman said at Harris' rally in Erie.
Trump's travel is less tightly focused than Harris' this week. He was in Pennsylvania on Monday, Illinois and Georgia on Tuesday and Florida on Wednesday. 
He attends the Al Smith charity dinner in New York on Thursday and returns to Detroit on Friday
His previous visit there generated backlash because he criticized the city, which is rebounding after years of financial problems. 
"Our whole country will end up being like Detroit if she's your president," Trump said during a speech to the Detroit Economic Club.
Tommey Walker, founder and owner of the clothing company Detroit vs. Everybody, derided Trump for disparaging his city while introducing Harris at an event on Tuesday. 
"Now it's Detroit versus Donald Trump," Walker proclaimed. 

Harris, by contrast, talked about the city in reverent tones. She recalled making friends with students from Detroit while attending Howard University. 
"I just feel a kindred spirit whenever I come to Detroit," Harris said. 
___
Associated Press video journalist Tassanee Vejpongsa in Washington Crossing, Pennsylvania, contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/kamala-harris-michigan-wisconsin-pennsylvania-election-479ad508d075b27f141312e21b4fc081
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            AP Illustration/Marshall Ritzel
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            This image from a YouTube video posted by Chris Arthur on March 20, 2018, shows him with a handgun during a training video. Arthur was a member of the North Carolina National Guard at the time he posted the video. (AP Photo)
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            Farm fields and woods surround the home of Amy and Chris Arthur outside Mount Olive, N.C., on Monday, July 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            A wood panel painted with the North Carolina state flag hangs on the wall of a little barn behind Chris Arthur's home outside Mount Olive, N.C., on Monday, July 15, 2024. It was in this barn that the Army veteran spoke with a government informant, whose recording helped convict Arthur in federal court. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            This undated photo provided by Amy Arthur in 2024 shows her husband, Chris Arthur, in Iraq. (Courtesy Amy Arthur via AP)
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            Two Doberman pinschers stand in the backyard of the Arthur home outside Mount Olive, N.C., on Monday, July 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            Amy Arthur opens the door to a small barn behind her home outside Mount Olive, N.C., on Monday, July 15, 2024. It was in this barn that her Army veteran husband, Chris, spoke with the government informant whose recording helped convict Arthur in federal court. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            This image used as evidence shows the front porch where federal prosecutors say Chris Arthur hid a bomb at his home in Mount Olive, N.C. (U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina via AP)
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            This combination of images used as evidence shows a bookcase, left, in Chris Arthur's home which federal prosecutors say housed a trigger, right, for a front porch bomb in Mount Olive, N.C. (U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina via AP)
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            This image used as evidence shows parts of an improvised bomb which federal prosecutors say was found at Chris Arthur's home in Mount Olive, N.C. (U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina via AP)
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            This image used as evidence by federal prosecutors shows a vest confiscated from the home of Chris Arthur in Mount Olive, N.C. (U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina via AP)
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            This image used as evidence by federal prosecutors shows pipe bombs confiscated from the home of Chris Arthur in Mount Olive, N.C. (U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina via AP)
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            This image used as evidence by federal prosecutors shows a weapon confiscated from the home of Chris Arthur in Mount Olive, N.C. (U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina via AP)
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            A patriotic banner hangs from a utility pole in downtown Mount Olive, N.C., on Monday, July 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            15 of 29 | 
            A man walks past a mural of various pickle products in Mount Olive, N.C., on Monday, July 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            A car crosses the railroad tracks bisecting the main street in downtown Mount Olive, N.C., on Monday, July 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            A Livingston County Sheriff investigator looks over the cab of a tractor trailer after driver Joshua Blessed was killed during a shootout with law enforcement officers on Rt. 20A in Geneseo, N.Y., on Wednesday, May 27, 2020. The incident started in LeRoy, N.Y., when police stopped the tractor trailer for speeding. Blessed took off and drove into Livingston County, leading law enforcement on a chase. (Tina MacIntyre-Yee/Democrat & Chronicle via AP, File)
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            This undated photo obtained by The Associated Press shows Joshua Blessed, who stayed at Chris Arthur's farm in Mount Olive, N.C., in 2020. (AP Photo)
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            The Livingston County Sheriff's Office works at the scene of a tractor trailer after driver Joshua Blessed was killed during a shootout with law enforcement officers on Rt. 20A in Geneseo, N.Y., on Thursday, May 28, 2020. The incident started in LeRoy, N.Y., when police stopped the tractor trailer for speeding. Blessed took off and drove into Livingston County, leading law enforcement on a chase. (Tina MacIntyre-Yee/Democrat & Chronicle via AP, File)
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            Livingston County Sheriff's deputies check their vehicles for bullet holes in Geneseo, N.Y., early Thursday, May 28, 2020, after a chase and shootout with Joshua Blessed, the driver of a tractor trailer. The incident started in LeRoy, N.Y., when police stopped the tractor trailer for speeding. Blessed took off and drove into Livingston County, leading law enforcement on a chase. (Tina MacIntyre-Yee/Democrat & Chronicle via AP, File)
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            A soldier in camouflage, right, walks past the "Minute Man" statue outside the National Guard headquarters in Raleigh, N.C., on Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            A soldier walks down a hall displaying unit flags at the National Guard headquarters in Raleigh, N.C., on Tuesday, July 30, 2024. Chris Arthur served with the 30th Armored Brigade Combat Team, whose banner is just to the left of the American flag. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            Ben Powell, who drives a truck as a civilian DoD contractor, said he felt a professional responsibility to report Chris Arthur after watching his videos, during an interview in Salt Lake City, on July 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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            Ben Powell, who drives a truck as a civilian DoD contractor, said he felt a professional responsibility to report Chris Arthur after watching his videos, during an interview in Salt Lake City, on July 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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            Clouds are reflected in the windows of the federal courthouse in downtown Raleigh, N.C., on Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            FILE - The north side of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City is seen April 19, 1995, after an explosion that killed 168 people and injured hundreds. (AP Photo/File)
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            FILE - People attack the U.S. Capitol in Washington, on Jan. 6, 2021. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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            A police car passes a World War I memorial on Center Street in downtown Mount Olive, N.C., on Monday, July 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            The U.S. military trained him in explosives and battlefield tactics. But after two tours in Iraq, Chris Arthur was calling for taking up arms against police and government officials in his own country. (AP video: Allen Breed, Serginho Roosblad, Rick Bowmer/ production: Serginho Roosblad, Marshall Ritzel)
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            AP Illustration/Marshall Ritzel
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            This image from a YouTube video posted by Chris Arthur on March 20, 2018, shows him with a handgun during a training video. Arthur was a member of the North Carolina National Guard at the time he posted the video. (AP Photo)
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            Farm fields and woods surround the home of Amy and Chris Arthur outside Mount Olive, N.C., on Monday, July 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 29

                                    
                                    Farm fields and woods surround the home of Amy and Chris Arthur outside Mount Olive, N.C., on Monday, July 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 29 | 
            A wood panel painted with the North Carolina state flag hangs on the wall of a little barn behind Chris Arthur's home outside Mount Olive, N.C., on Monday, July 15, 2024. It was in this barn that the Army veteran spoke with a government informant, whose recording helped convict Arthur in federal court. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            This undated photo provided by Amy Arthur in 2024 shows her husband, Chris Arthur, in Iraq. (Courtesy Amy Arthur via AP)
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            Two Doberman pinschers stand in the backyard of the Arthur home outside Mount Olive, N.C., on Monday, July 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            Amy Arthur opens the door to a small barn behind her home outside Mount Olive, N.C., on Monday, July 15, 2024. It was in this barn that her Army veteran husband, Chris, spoke with the government informant whose recording helped convict Arthur in federal court. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            This image used as evidence shows the front porch where federal prosecutors say Chris Arthur hid a bomb at his home in Mount Olive, N.C. (U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina via AP)
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            This combination of images used as evidence shows a bookcase, left, in Chris Arthur's home which federal prosecutors say housed a trigger, right, for a front porch bomb in Mount Olive, N.C. (U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina via AP)
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            This image used as evidence shows parts of an improvised bomb which federal prosecutors say was found at Chris Arthur's home in Mount Olive, N.C. (U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 29

                                    
                                    This image used as evidence shows parts of an improvised bomb which federal prosecutors say was found at Chris Arthur's home in Mount Olive, N.C. (U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 29 | 
            This image used as evidence by federal prosecutors shows a vest confiscated from the home of Chris Arthur in Mount Olive, N.C. (U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina via AP)
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            This image used as evidence by federal prosecutors shows pipe bombs confiscated from the home of Chris Arthur in Mount Olive, N.C. (U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina via AP)
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            This image used as evidence by federal prosecutors shows a weapon confiscated from the home of Chris Arthur in Mount Olive, N.C. (U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina via AP)
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            A patriotic banner hangs from a utility pole in downtown Mount Olive, N.C., on Monday, July 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            A man walks past a mural of various pickle products in Mount Olive, N.C., on Monday, July 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            A car crosses the railroad tracks bisecting the main street in downtown Mount Olive, N.C., on Monday, July 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            A Livingston County Sheriff investigator looks over the cab of a tractor trailer after driver Joshua Blessed was killed during a shootout with law enforcement officers on Rt. 20A in Geneseo, N.Y., on Wednesday, May 27, 2020. The incident started in LeRoy, N.Y., when police stopped the tractor trailer for speeding. Blessed took off and drove into Livingston County, leading law enforcement on a chase. (Tina MacIntyre-Yee/Democrat & Chronicle via AP, File)
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            This undated photo obtained by The Associated Press shows Joshua Blessed, who stayed at Chris Arthur's farm in Mount Olive, N.C., in 2020. (AP Photo)
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            The Livingston County Sheriff's Office works at the scene of a tractor trailer after driver Joshua Blessed was killed during a shootout with law enforcement officers on Rt. 20A in Geneseo, N.Y., on Thursday, May 28, 2020. The incident started in LeRoy, N.Y., when police stopped the tractor trailer for speeding. Blessed took off and drove into Livingston County, leading law enforcement on a chase. (Tina MacIntyre-Yee/Democrat & Chronicle via AP, File)
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            Livingston County Sheriff's deputies check their vehicles for bullet holes in Geneseo, N.Y., early Thursday, May 28, 2020, after a chase and shootout with Joshua Blessed, the driver of a tractor trailer. The incident started in LeRoy, N.Y., when police stopped the tractor trailer for speeding. Blessed took off and drove into Livingston County, leading law enforcement on a chase. (Tina MacIntyre-Yee/Democrat & Chronicle via AP, File)
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            A soldier in camouflage, right, walks past the "Minute Man" statue outside the National Guard headquarters in Raleigh, N.C., on Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            A soldier walks down a hall displaying unit flags at the National Guard headquarters in Raleigh, N.C., on Tuesday, July 30, 2024. Chris Arthur served with the 30th Armored Brigade Combat Team, whose banner is just to the left of the American flag. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            Ben Powell, who drives a truck as a civilian DoD contractor, said he felt a professional responsibility to report Chris Arthur after watching his videos, during an interview in Salt Lake City, on July 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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            Clouds are reflected in the windows of the federal courthouse in downtown Raleigh, N.C., on Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            FILE - The north side of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City is seen April 19, 1995, after an explosion that killed 168 people and injured hundreds. (AP Photo/File)
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            FILE - People attack the U.S. Capitol in Washington, on Jan. 6, 2021. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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            A police car passes a World War I memorial on Center Street in downtown Mount Olive, N.C., on Monday, July 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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                                    The U.S. military trained him in explosives and battlefield tactics. But after two tours in Iraq, Chris Arthur was calling for taking up arms against police and government officials in his own country. (AP video: Allen Breed, Serginho Roosblad, Rick Bowmer/ production: Serginho Roosblad, Marshall Ritzel)
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                                        MOUNT OLIVE, N.C. (AP) -- The U.S. military trained him in explosives and battlefield tactics. Now the Iraq War veteran and enlisted National Guard member was calling for taking up arms against police and government officials in his own country.
Standing in the North Carolina woods, Chris Arthur warned about a coming civil war. Videos he posted publicly on YouTube bore titles such as "The End of America or the Next Revolutionary War." In his telling, the U.S. was falling into chaos and there would be only one way to survive: kill or be killed.
Arthur was posting during a surge of far-right extremism in the years leading up to the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol. He wrote warcraft training manuals to help others organize their own militias. And he offered sessions at his farm in Mount Olive, North Carolina, that taught how to kidnap and attack public officials, use snipers and explosives and design a "fatal funnel" booby trap to inflict mass casualties.
While he continued to post publicly, military and law enforcement ignored more than a dozen warnings phoned in by Arthur's wife's ex-husband about Arthur's increasingly violent rhetoric and calls for the murder of police officers. This failure by the Guard, FBI and others to act allowed Arthur to continue to manufacture and store explosives around young children and train another extremist who would attack police officers in New York state and lead them on a wild, two-hour chase and gun battle.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Arthur isn't an anomaly. He is among more than 480 people with a military background accused of ideologically driven extremist crimes from 2017 through 2023, including the more than 230 arrested in connection with the Jan. 6 insurrection.
At the same time, while the pace at which the overall population has been radicalizing increased in recent years, people with military backgrounds have been radicalizing at a faster rate. Their extremist plots were also more likely to involve weapons training or firearms than plots that didn't include someone with a military background, according to an Associated Press analysis of domestic terrorism data obtained exclusively by the AP. This held true whether or not the plots were executed.

    


While the number of people involved remains small, the participation of active military and veterans gave extremist plots more potential for mass injury or death, according to data collected and analyzed by the National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism, or START, at the University of Maryland. START researchers found that more than 80% of extremists with military backgrounds identified with far-right, anti-government or white supremacist ideologies, with the rest split among far-left, jihadist or other motivations.
In the shadow of the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol -- led in part by veterans -- and a closely contested presidential election, law enforcement officials have said the threat from domestic violent extremists is one of the most persistent and pressing terror threats to the United States. However, despite the increasing participation in extremist activity by those with military experience, there is still no force-wide system to track it. And the AP learned that Defense Department researchers developed a promising approach to detect and monitor extremism that the Pentagon has chosen not to use.
As part of its investigation, the AP vetted and added to the data and analyses provided by START, and collected thousands of pages of records and hours of audio and video recordings through public records requests.
Free of scrutiny in Mount Olive, Arthur stockpiled weapons, some with the serial numbers scratched off to make them untraceable. He trained a pack of Doberman pinschers as guard dogs. He rigged his old farmhouse, where he lived with his wife, their three kids and two children from her previous marriage, with improvised explosives, including a bomb hidden on the front porch and wired to a switch inside.
As early as 2017, his wife's former husband had reported concerns about his children's safety to military, federal and local authorities, according to call records and police reports.
All the while, Arthur continued growing his business and connecting with more like-minded individuals.
In early 2020, a man with a raging hatred for police and an interest in building a militia in Virginia came to the farm, eager to learn.

    


A festering problem
Service members and veterans who radicalize make up a tiny fraction of a percentage point of the millions and millions who have honorably served their country.
However, when people with military backgrounds "radicalize, they tend to radicalize to the point of mass violence," said START's Michael Jensen, who leads the team that has spent years compiling and vetting the dataset.
His group found that among extremists "the No. 1 predictor of being classified as a mass casualty offender was having a U.S. military background - that outranked mental health problems, that outranked being a loner, that outranked having a previous criminal history or substance abuse issues."
The data tracked individuals with military backgrounds, most of whom were veterans, involved in plans to kill, injure or inflict damage for political, social, economic or religious goals. While some violent plots in the data were unsuccessful, those that succeeded killed and hurt dozens of people. Since 2017, nearly 100 people have been killed or injured in these plots, nearly all in service of an anti-government, white supremacist or far-right agenda. Those numbers do not include any of the violence on Jan. 6, which left scores of police officers injured.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
A month after people in tactical gear stormed up the U.S. Capitol steps in military-style stack formation on Jan. 6, the new defense secretary, Lloyd Austin, addressed the long-festering problem. He ordered a force-wide "stand down" to give time to local military commanders to discuss the issue with personnel. He empaneled the Countering Extremist Activity Working Group to study and recommend solutions. Among the group's eventual recommendations was to clarify what was prohibited under the military's ban on extremist activity. The revised policy, released in December 2021, now specifies that anti-government or anti-democratic actions are violations of the Uniform Code of Military Justice, federal laws that apply to all service members.
Some applauded the changes, but military and political leaders had been concerned about extremism in the ranks for years after a wakeup call in 1995 when Army veteran and white supremacist Timothy McVeigh killed 168 people in the Oklahoma City bombing. And the Pentagon, Department of Homeland Security and a research arm of the U.S. Justice Department have all funded START's research.
Bishop Garrison, a U.S. Army veteran and former senior advisor to Austin, led the working group to address extremism following Jan. 6 and the widespread unrest in 2020 amid the COVID pandemic and a racial reckoning.
"We believe the vast majority of people who serve do so honorably, and this is a small group of individuals having an outsized impact," Garrison told the AP. "But we also still need to analyze data to ensure that our hypothesis is correct and supported by fact."
Yet a chief hurdle cited by Pentagon officials has been a lack of data - how to understand the scope of extremism in the ranks when there are millions of active-duty service members across all of the branches?
"What's vexing about this is we don't have a great sense of the scope of the problem," then-Pentagon spokesman John Kirby told CNN in the weeks after Jan. 6. "Many of these people ... work very hard to conceal their beliefs. We can't be the thought police."
The Pentagon did develop at least one way to detect extremist incidents across military branches and among civilian defense contractors. But it isn't using it.
The method was revealed in a research memo published the summer after Jan. 6 that, until now, has not been released publicly. American Oversight, a nonpartisan watchdog group, obtained the memo through a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit it brought against the Pentagon and shared it with the AP.
In a project that began in September 2020 and lasted into 2021, DoD researchers studying "insider threats" and other security issues in the workforce developed a way to mine data from a DoD security clearance database to identify white supremacist and extremist incidents. This database included details from security incident reports filed about people who held security clearances -- a wide swath of the military population, civilians and contractors included.
The operation identified hundreds of reported incidents of white supremacy and anti-government and other extremist activity over 20 years -- the kinds of internal red flags that could identify issues with service members.
The researchers, whose names were redacted, wrote that the results were a first step toward developing a way to identify incidents of extremism, and that the method could be used in other DoD databases.
And while the research was shared among some departments in the DoD after Jan. 6, it never made it to Garrison, who was leading the Pentagon's extremism working group, he told the AP. He called the oversight "problematic" given his, and the working group's, mission.
"I am very surprised by the existence of the report."
A defense official did not address why the report was not sent directly to the working group. In a statement, the official said the DoD is "committed to understanding the root causes of extremism and ensuring such behavior is promptly and appropriately addressed and reported to the proper authorities," and that the department has enhanced its ability to track extremism allegations.
'Very violent and very ugly'
Arthur's young children sat atop a blue plastic tub on his farmhouse's porch in Mount Olive, their feet dangling as their older sister tied their shoes. In the tub was an improvised bomb that Arthur had wired to a switch inside the house, according to evidence presented at Arthur's trial.
"They would swing their feet as kids do and pop holes in it. I wasn't very careful around (the explosives)," the older sister, the daughter of Arthur's wife and her ex-husband, told the AP. The AP is not naming the children interviewed for this story because they are minors.
As an Army cavalry scout who served two tours in Iraq, Arthur learned more specialized skills than an average soldier, such as how to rig improvised explosives. He left the National Guard in 2019 to focus full-time on Tackleberry Solutions, his military tactics business where he sold access to this deadly expertise. Tackleberry was Arthur's nickname in the Army, after the gun-loving veteran in the "Police Academy" films known for using inappropriately aggressive military tactics in civilian contexts.

    


After leaving the Guard, he also turned his attention to local politics. Arthur, a former deputy sheriff himself, backed a "constitutional sheriff" candidate who believed sheriffs, not federal or state law enforcement, held ultimate authority in the U.S. He tried to enlist county officials, according to court documents, to aid in creating a militia to guard against the "tyrannical government."
"You're gonna have to secure your smallest municipality and governing body first, that means townships or cities will have to be conquered immediately through force," Arthur said in a video posted just after he left the Guard.
"Whatever you do, it has to be very violent and very ugly."
Arthur's videos had become increasingly unhinged, said Ben Powell, who was hearing from his children that there were explosives hidden throughout the farm. Powell's son said he often used a hand-cranked wringer in the "bomb shed" to dry his clothes. The wringer sat near a barrel of the explosive Tannerite and Arthur's storage area for his homemade grenades and pipe bombs.
"The older I get, the more screwed up I see the stuff is," the son, now in his teens, said.
Powell drove a truck as a civilian DoD contractor at the Tooele Army Depot in Utah. He said he felt a professional responsibility to report Arthur after watching the videos, and hearing stories from his kids about the goings on at the farm.
"That's kind of what I'm supposed to do, is report if there's issues, especially if it's an inside threat, like a guy in the military," he said.
He called an Army "I Salute" hotline set up to receive "suspicious activity" reports, and an intelligence hotline.
"I called and said, 'You guys need to do something before somebody gets hurt. He's talking about killing cops. He's talking about killing the FBI.'"
He'd called the North Carolina National Guard previously with his concerns, and not seen any action. So Powell told his supervisor at the Utah Army depot about Arthur, and showed some of the videos. Still, there was no response. The North Carolina National Guard and the U.S. Army said they did not have any records of discipline involving Arthur. Heather J. Hagan, an Army spokeswoman, would not comment on the particulars of Arthur's case but said "we do forward all information to our law enforcement partners when appropriate."
Things continued to escalate quickly. Arthur and his wife pulled the kids from the public school and began home-schooling them, with no input from Powell.
In March 2020 Powell spoke with the Duplin County Sheriff's Department, where Arthur had worked briefly as a deputy in the 2000s before he joined the Army. Powell had not spoken with his children since Christmas, and was worried.
He asked for officers to make contact with the children to check their welfare. The sheriff did not respond to a request for comment, but provided records showing that a deputy reported seeing the children at the farm in March 2020. The deputy determined the children "appear to be well taken care of" and took no further action.
That same month, a man came for an extended stay at Arthur's farm.
Joshua Blessed slept on a cot in the kitchen and refused to talk to Arthur's wife or children. During the day, he would disappear with Arthur for long training sessions in wartime tactics.

    


The fatal funnel
Weeks later, Blessed raced his tractor trailer down a rural highway between Buffalo and Rochester in upstate New York, firing a pistol out his window at the parade of police cars behind him.
The sleepy evening in LeRoy, New York, in May 2020 had been disrupted when an officer pulled Blessed over for speeding. After a brief verbal exchange, Blessed drove away with the officer still standing on the truck's running boards, forcing him to jump off the moving rig.
Blessed, a 58-year-old truck driver and former security guard from Virginia, had spent years posting conspiracy-laden videos that vilified law enforcement.
Now he was leading more than 40 officers on a high-speed chase and gun battle, ramming multiple squad cars that tried to slow him down.
The FBI's office in Richmond, Virginia, had looked before at Blessed, who also went by Sergei Jourev. In April 2018, they'd learned that he was attempting to organize a militia extremist group in preparation for "The Army of God, for the upcoming Civil War."
Blessed eventually found Arthur and traveled to his farm to learn about improvised explosives and other deadly warfare tactics. The two had continued texting in the weeks before Blessed's trip to New York about the technical details of gunpowder, igniters and how to make Claymore mines, which spray shrapnel.
"Unfortunately, he knew what he was doing," said Livingston County Undersheriff Matthew Bean, who was among those involved in the response.
Midway through the chase, Blessed stopped his rig, blocking a narrow highway onramp and trapping pursuing vehicles behind him. He'd also turned the truck's cab at a slight angle to see the patrol cars behind him.
Then he opened fire, his bullets pelting the pursuing cruisers.
It was a "fatal funnel," the tactic Arthur taught that was meant to make single combatants facing a much larger force more deadly.
However, during the gunfire an officer managed to make their way around to the truck's passenger side, surprising Blessed, who drove off. Police vehicles forced him from the interstate onto a road that crossed through farms. Officers waiting there fired their weapons as Blessed's truck roared by.
Finally, the truck crashed into a ditch off the road. The bullet-scarred cab pulsed with police lights as rattled officers approached cautiously on foot. Inside, Blessed was slumped over dead, shot in the head.
It was "divine intervention" that no officers were hit by the truck or Blessed's bullets, Bean said. Ammo struck at least five law enforcement vehicles, according to police reports; a forensics report found a bullet lodged in an officer's backpack on the passenger seat next to him.
"All 40 men and women who responded had some kind of post-traumatic stress disorder from that incident," said Bean. Two left law enforcement because of it, he said.
Investigators figured that Blessed had been planning a much larger attack.
A few months later, on Jan. 6, Arthur's apocalyptic visions of the future began to play out when many like-minded men and women stormed the U.S. Capitol. Arthur wasn't in Washington, D.C., he said, but the aftermath found him almost immediately.
Federal agents were knocking on the doors of his fellow militia members in North Carolina, he said, and his own actions would come under tighter scrutiny.
In Blessed's truck, investigators had found two how-to explosives and military tactics manuals for which he had paid $850 from Arthur's Tackleberry Solutions. They would find $125,000 in cash, 14 live pipe bombs, an AK-47 with a scope, a .50-caliber rifle, a sniper rifle and tens of thousands of dollars in ammunition.
Years had passed since Powell reported Arthur to multiple military, local and federal law enforcement agencies. Powell said he called the U.S. Army, FBI, the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms and others so many times that he lost count.
"And there was nothing," Powell said. "There was no response."
When asked about Powell's reports, an FBI spokesperson in Charlotte said the agency would not provide information beyond what was published in court records. An ATF spokesperson in North Carolina said there was no record of them opening a case.
Indeed, federal law enforcement agencies have a questionable recent history assessing domestic terrorism threats accurately. The FBI assessment of domestic violent extremists written before the Jan. 6 attacks reported, incorrectly, the participants' "low willingness to take action in response to a disputed election result" and "those who are interested lack the capability to carry out anything beyond a simple attack."
And before the white supremacist "Unite the Right" violence in Charlottesville in 2017 that killed a woman and left others severely injured, the Department of Homeland Security had focused much of its threat assessment on the dangers posed by far-left counterprotesters.
After years of missed opportunities, the FBI was investigating Arthur. "It takes over 100 rounds and Joshua Blessed is shot and killed," Powell said. "It takes cops getting shot at on public roadways during a high-speed chase with a 40,000-pound truck. That's what it takes before anybody even looked into this."

    


'Buckshot'
On May 5, 2021, Michael Thompson drove to a wartime tactics training session in Mount Olive. He pulled his truck up to the small, single-story farmhouse Arthur's grandfather had built.
It was a year after Blessed's rampage in upstate New York and just a few months after Jan.6. Thompson had contacted Arthur through the Tackleberry webpage.
They approached each other warily.
With a chuckle, Arthur assured Thompson that he wasn't a cop.
"You never know man, these days," Thompson said.
"No you don't.... And the thing is, that half the cops are good guys, and half are the bad guys," Arthur said. "But if I don't know who's good and who's bad, I'm just gonna walk in and clean house."
As the two men became acquainted, Arthur claimed to have built a local militia with other highly trained veterans including a Navy SEAL, an Army Ranger and a couple of Marine veterans in the area. One of his military buddies he called "Priest" stayed at the farm and trained too, according to both children who spoke to the AP.
"Every night at about 10:30, (Arthur) would go out into the shed and open up his radios and would just call out and touch bases with a whole bunch of other people. To kind of bring together the militia that come together and exchange information," said Powell's daughter, who often sat with Arthur during these communications when she couldn't sleep.
Thompson had contacted Arthur saying he needed to prepare for battle against federal agents. ATF agents confiscated some of his guns while he was out and his wife was home with their children alone, he said. They were coming back. This time he wanted to be ready.
Arthur and Thompson discussed using hidden, improvised explosive devices, and how Thompson could transform his house into a "spider web" of fatal booby traps meant to kill raiding federal agents.
Thompson was wearing a wire for the FBI under the code name "Buckshot."
"I want to show you something called a spider web," Arthur said. "This was something I built for a fellow recon buddy of mine."
"It is a freakin' death box."
Thompson and Arthur talked for hours, eventually settling into seats in the house with Arthur's kids swirling around. Then talk turned to assassination; using snipers and hidden explosives against well-guarded politicians, according to the recordings.
Arthur said such killings will be necessary in the coming civil war -- and that snipers are most effective, in many cases.
"I know if I can put a round right there in the base of the windshield where it meets the dashboard. I'll hit him. So is the sniper hit better? Yes.
"Say it's a whole walled-off gated house ... The governor's mansion. Alright, how do I attack him? Well, he's going to have to leave to go to the Capitol at some point, right?" Arthur said, his wife and children nearby talking about school and working in the garden.
It is these targeted attacks that the data show people with military backgrounds are making more successful. Those include the 2020 murders of a federal security officer and a sheriff's deputy in California by an active-duty Air Force staff sergeant and the 2018 attack by a former Army soldier who shot six women at a Florida hot yoga studio, killing two, before he killed himself.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
When military members are involved, the plots are more likely to seek and inflict mass casualties -- and in an election year it is this kind of attack that worries people who are studying how military expertise is influencing extremist action. A mass casualty attack is defined as one that kills or injures four or more people.
"My primary concern is not a march on the Capitol or any other government building. It's that somebody with the skills that were imparted on them by the military to be extremely lethal uses those skills," said START's Jensen.
"And they go out and attack civilians and have a real impact on public safety."
Armed with Thompson's recordings, FBI agents planned for a way to arrest Arthur safely -- a threat assessment of the farm had determined it was too dangerous to try it there.
The informant told Arthur to meet him at a gun show in Raleigh. He said he had contacts there who would buy some Tackleberry manuals.
Arthur met Thompson at the event entrance and the two passed through metal detectors -- Arthur wasn't armed. A SWAT team waiting inside surprised Arthur, who initially resisted attempts to restrain him, agents said. Officers then forced Arthur to the ground, and arrested him.
At the same time, bomb disposal teams were searching Arthur's home. They found sandbags and cans filled with Tannerite -- which, if hit by gunfire from afar, can explode. The teams also discovered the pipe bomb wired to a switch on the porch.
'You took the oath'
In May, U.S. District Judge James C. Dever III sentenced Arthur to 25 years in federal prison after a jury convicted him on charges related to teaching the FBI's informant how to make bombs meant to kill federal law enforcement officers, as well as illegal weapons possession.
Prosecutors said they'd found improvised grenades and other "mass casualty" and "indiscriminate" weapons on Arthur's farm.
A psychological workup found no evidence of mental illness, but did cite likely war trauma as a factor in Arthur's paranoia. Still, the conclusion was that Arthur did not need "acute mental health treatment."
Dever, also a veteran, told Arthur that his specialized military training in explosives and other warfare techniques made his conduct that much more serious.
"You took the oath that all of us who served took," Dever told Arthur. "You know better."
But Arthur is unrepentant.
In messages to AP from a federal prison in Tennessee, he said he is a target of "political warfare."
"I'm a political prisoner," he wrote, echoing the language former President Donald Trump and others have used to minimize the crimes committed in the attack on the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6.
In Arthur's view, the imprisonment of "vets and patriots" like himself and the attempted assassination of Trump in Pennsylvania prophesy the civil war he has long argued is coming.
"This is happening," he wrote. "All the signs are there."
___
Kessler reported from Washington, D.C. Contributing to this story were Rhonda Shafner, Michael Rezendes and Marshall Ritzel in New York, Serginho Roosblad in San Francisco, Allen G. Breed in Mount Olive, N.C., Rick Bowmer in Salt Lake City, and Michael Kunzelman, Lolita Baldor and Tara Copp in Washington, D.C.
___
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            Liam Payne has died at age 31 after falling from a hotel balcony in Argentina. He was one of five members of One Direction, the group of "The X Factor" contestants that went on to become one of the world's most successful boy bands. (Oct. 16)
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            Former One Direction singer Liam Payne, 31, whose chart-topping British boy band generated a global following of swooning fans, was found dead Wednesday after falling from a hotel balcony in Buenos Aires, local officials said.


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 18 | 
            Rolling Stone magazine contributing editor Rob Sheffield talks about Liam Payne's legacy and his time as a member of One Direction after the singer's untimely death at 31 in Buenos Aires. (Oct. 17)
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            Former One Direction singer Liam Payne, 31, was found dead after falling from a hotel balcony in Buenos Aires on Wednesday, local officials said. Buenos Aires police said in a statement that Payne fell from the third floor of the Casa Sur Hotel in the trendy Palermo neighborhood of Argentina's capital, resulting in "extremely serious injuries." (AP Video by Victor Caivano)
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            Former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after falling from a third-floor hotel balcony in Buenos Aires on Wednesday, local officials told Argentine media. (AP photo by Natacha Pisarenko)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 18 | 
            Fans light candles outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            FILE - Liam Payne performs during the first day of BBC Radio 1's Biggest Weekend at Singleton Park, in Swansea, Wales, May 26, 2018. (Ben Birchall/PA via AP, File)
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            Photos of former One Direction singer Liam Payne and messages from fans are taped to a tree outside the hotel where he was found dead after falling from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, the morning after the incident, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            Fans light candles outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            People embrace outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            FILE - One Direction members, from left, Harry Styles, Louis Tomlinson, Zayn Malik, Niall Horan and Liam Payne perform on NBC's "Today" show, Nov. 13, 2012 in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            Police restrain fans gathering outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 18 | 
            Fans light candles outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            Fans light candles outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            FILE - One Direction members, from right, Liam Payne and Harry Styles perform on ABC's "Good Morning America" at Rumsey Playfield/SummerStage on Tuesday, Aug. 4, 2015, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            Forensic investigators exit the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            Photos of former One Direction singer Liam Payne, along with flowers and messages from fans, are attached to a tree outside the hotel where he was found dead after falling from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, the morning after the incident, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            A fan stands in front of a makeshift memorial outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after falling from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, the morning after his death, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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                                    Former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after falling from a third-floor hotel balcony in Buenos Aires on Wednesday, local officials told Argentine media. (AP photo by Natacha Pisarenko)
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            Fans light candles outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            FILE - Liam Payne performs during the first day of BBC Radio 1's Biggest Weekend at Singleton Park, in Swansea, Wales, May 26, 2018. (Ben Birchall/PA via AP, File)
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            Photos of former One Direction singer Liam Payne and messages from fans are taped to a tree outside the hotel where he was found dead after falling from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, the morning after the incident, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            Fans light candles outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            People embrace outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            FILE - One Direction members, from left, Harry Styles, Louis Tomlinson, Zayn Malik, Niall Horan and Liam Payne perform on NBC's "Today" show, Nov. 13, 2012 in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            Police restrain fans gathering outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            Fans light candles outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            Fans light candles outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            FILE - One Direction members, from right, Liam Payne and Harry Styles perform on ABC's "Good Morning America" at Rumsey Playfield/SummerStage on Tuesday, Aug. 4, 2015, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - One Direction members, from right, Liam Payne and Harry Styles perform on ABC's "Good Morning America" at Rumsey Playfield/SummerStage on Tuesday, Aug. 4, 2015, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            Forensic investigators exit the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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                                    Forensic investigators exit the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            Photos of former One Direction singer Liam Payne, along with flowers and messages from fans, are attached to a tree outside the hotel where he was found dead after falling from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, the morning after the incident, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            A fan stands in front of a makeshift memorial outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after falling from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, the morning after his death, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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                                        BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) -- The death of Liam Payne, who shot to stardom as a member of the boy band One Direction and grappled with intense global fame while still in his teens, sent shockwaves across the world Thursday as Argentine authorities continued their investigation at the scene.
Fans, music industry figures and fellow musicians paid tribute to Payne, 31, who died Wednesday after falling from a hotel balcony in Buenos Aires.
As fans and media swarmed the Casa Sur Hotel in the trendy Palermo neighborhood of Argentina's capital, the forensics unit worked inside on Thursday collecting evidence.
The Buenos Aires police said they found Payne's hotel room "in complete disarray" with packs of clonazepam, a central nervous system depressant, as well as energy supplements and other over-the-counter drugs strewn about and "various items broken." They added that a whiskey bottle, lighter and cellphone were retrieved from the internal courtyard where Payne's body was found.

    


The circumstances surrounding Payne's sudden death remain uncertain. Initial autopsy results indicated that Payne suffered hemorrhages and multiple traumatic injuries, a Buenos Aires security official said on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to brief the media. The official said the report showed that Payne's plunge from the third-floor balcony was what caused his fatal injuries. On Wednesday, police said Payne "had jumped from the balcony of his room," without elaborating on how they came to that conclusion or whether the jump was intentional.




Police said they had rushed to the hotel in response to an emergency call just after 5 p.m. local time Wednesday that had warned of an "aggressive man who could be under the influence of drugs or alcohol."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
A hotel manager can be heard on a 911 call recording obtained by The Associated Press saying the hotel has "a guest who is overwhelmed with drugs and alcohol. ... He's destroying the entire room and, well, we need you to send someone, please." The manager's voice becomes more anxious as the call goes on, noting the room has a balcony. 

    


Payne was known as the tousle-headed, sensible one of the quintet that went from a TV talent show to a pop phenomenon with a huge international following of swooning fans. In recent years, he had acknowledged struggling with alcoholism, saying in a YouTube video posted in July 2023 that he had been sober for six months after receiving treatment.
"We are heartbroken. Liam will forever live in our hearts and we'll remember him for his kind, funny and brave soul," his family said in a statement through Payne's representative. "We are supporting each other the best we can as a family and ask for privacy and space at this awful time."
Rolling Stones guitarist Ronnie Wood, who performed with One Direction in 2014, said he was "shocked and saddened." The Backstreet Boys said in a social media post that their hearts go out to "Directioners around the world."
Payne was one of five members of One Direction, which formed after each auditioned for the British singing competition "The X Factor" in 2010, two years after Payne's first attempt to get on the show. Aged 16 the second time around, Payne sang Michael Buble's version of "Cry Me a River," appearing nervous at the start but warming up with the audience's cheers and applause.

    


After each singer failed to make it through as a solo act, Simon Cowell and his fellow judges combined Payne, Zayn Malik, Harry Styles, Niall Horan and Louis Tomlinson into what would become one of the most successful boy bands ever -- even though they lost the competition.
Each member had his own persona, with Payne -- who hailed from Wolverhampton in England's West Midlands region -- known as the responsible one. The band became known for their pop sound and romantic hits including "What Makes You Beautiful," "Night Changes" and "Story of My Life." 
Payne had prominent solos on songs including "Stole My Heart" and "Change Your Ticket," co-writing several of the band's hits. One Direction had six Top 10 hits on the Billboard charts and a highly loyal fan base, known as "Directioners," many of them teen girls.

    


In the wake of his death, dozens of those fans formed lines that spilled into the cordoned-off street as police stood sentinel outside the hotel, before Payne's body was removed around three hours after the fall. Young women filming with their cellphones expressed shock and heartbreak as a makeshift memorial with rows of candles and bouquets quickly grew.
"I've always loved One Direction since I was little," said 18-year-old Juana Relh, outside Payne's hotel. "To see that he died and that there will never be another reunion of the boys is unbelievable, it kills me."
With his meteoric rise to fame, Payne had said that it took some time to adjust to life in the public eye.

    


"I don't think you can ever deal with that. It's all a bit crazy for us to see that people get in that sort of state of mind about us and what we do," he said in a 2013 interview with the AP, recounting an experience where a fan was in a state of shock upon meeting him.
One Direction announced an indefinite "hiatus" in 2016, and Payne -- like each of his erstwhile bandmates -- pursued a solo career, shifting toward EDM and hip-hop. 
While Styles became a huge solo star, the others had more modest success. Payne's 2017 single "Strip That Down," featuring Quavo, reached the Billboard Top 10, and stayed on the charts for several months. He put out an album "LP1" in 2019, and his last release -- a single called "Teardrops" -- was released in March.
In 2020, to mark the 10th anniversary of One Direction, Payne shared a screenshot of a text message he sent to his father on the day he joined the group, which read: "I'm in a boyband."
"What a journey ... I had no idea what we were in for when I sent this text to my dad years ago at this exact time the band was formed," he wrote.
Payne had a 7-year-old son, Bear Grey Payne, with his former girlfriend, the musician Cheryl, who was known as Cheryl Cole when she performed with Girls Aloud. She was an "X Factor" judge during One Direction's season, although their relationship began years later. 
Payne had been dating 25-year-old social media influencer Kate Cassidy -- they appeared together regularly on her posts dancing, traveling and joining in TikTok trends. Originally from New Jersey, Cassidy returned to the U.S. two days before Payne's death, saying their planned five-day trip to South America had extended to two weeks.
He was previously engaged to Maya Henry, from August 2020 to early 2022. Henry released a novel earlier this year that she said was based on their relationship. 
In addition to his son, he is survived by his parents, Geoff and Karen Payne, and two older sisters, Ruth and Nicola. 
___

Huamani reported from Los Angeles. Associated Press journalists Natacha Pisarenko and Almudena Calatrava contributed reporting from Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
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Prosecutors ask Massachusetts' highest court to allow murder retrial for Karen Read
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                    FILE -- Karen Read listens to testimony during her trial at Norfolk County Superior Court, May 17, 2024, in Dedham, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, Pool, File)
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- Prosecutors have called on the state's highest court to allow them to retry Karen Read for murder in the death of her Boston police officer boyfriend, arguing against defense claims that jurors had reached a verdict against some of her charges before the judge declared a mistrial.
Read is accused of ramming into John O'Keefe with her SUV and leaving him to die in a snowstorm in January 2022. Read's attorneys argue she is being framed and that other law enforcement officers are responsible for O'Keefe's death. A judge declared a mistrial in June after finding that jurors couldn't reach agreement. A retrial on the same charges is set to begin in January.
In a brief filed late Wednesday to the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court, prosecutors wrote that there's no basis for dismissing the charges of second degree murder and leaving the scene of the accident.

    


There was "no viable alternative to a mistrial," they argued in the brief, noting that the jury said three times that it was deadlocked before a mistrial was declared. Prosecutors said the "defendant was afforded a meaningful opportunity to be heard on any purported alternative."




"The defendant was not acquitted of any charge because the jury did not return, announce, and affirm any open and public verdicts of acquittal," they wrote. "That requirement is not a mere formalism, ministerial act, or empty technicality. It is a fundamental safeguard that ensures no juror's position is mistaken, misrepresented, or coerced by other jurors."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In the defense brief filed in September, Read's lawyers said five of the 12 jurors came forward after her mistrial saying they were deadlocked only on a manslaughter count, and they had agreed unanimously -- without telling the judge -- that she wasn't guilty on the other counts. They argued that it would be unconstitutional double jeopardy to try her again on the counts of murder and leaving the scene of an accident resulting in death.

    


Oral arguments will be heard from both sides on Nov. 6.
In August, the trial judge ruled that Read can be retried on all three counts. "Where there was no verdict announced in open court here, retrial of the defendant does not violate the principle of double jeopardy," Judge Beverly Cannone wrote. 
Read's attorney, Martin Weinberg, argued that under Cannone's reasoning, even if all 12 jurors were to swear in affidavits that they reached a final and unanimous decision to acquit, this wouldn't be sufficient for a double jeopardy challenge. "Surely, that cannot be the law. Indeed, it must not be the law," Weinberg wrote. 
The American Civil Liberties Union supported the defense in an amicus brief. If the justices don't dismiss the charges, the ACLU said the court should at least "prevent the potential for injustice by ordering the trial court to conduct an evidentiary hearing and determine whether the jury in her first trial agreed to acquit her on any count."
"The trial court had a clear path to avoid an erroneous mistrial: simply ask the jurors to confirm whether a verdict had been reached on any count," the ACLU wrote in its brief. "Asking those questions before declaring a mistrial is permitted -- even encouraged -- by Massachusetts rules. Such polling serves to ensure a jury's views are accurately conveyed to the court, the parties, and the community -- and that defendants' related trial rights are secure."

    


Prosecutors said Read, a former adjunct professor at Bentley College, and O'Keefe, a 16-year member of the Boston police, had been drinking heavily before she dropped him off at a party at the home of Brian Albert, a fellow Boston officer. They said she hit him with her SUV before driving away. An autopsy found O'Keefe had died of hypothermia and blunt force trauma.
The defense portrayed Read as the victim, saying O'Keefe was actually killed inside Albert's home and then dragged outside. They argued that investigators focused on Read because she was a "convenient outsider" who saved them from having to consider law enforcement officers as suspects.

The lead investigator, State Trooper Michael Proctor, was relieved of duty after the trial revealed he'd sent vulgar texts to colleagues and family, calling Read a "whack job" and telling his sister he wished Read would "kill herself." He said his emotions had gotten the better of him.
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Adult day centers offer multicultural hubs for older people of color
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            In Oakland, California, Hong Fook Adult Day Health Care Center provides health care and recreational opportunities to Chinese, Vietnamese, and Korean older adults. It is among many like it across the country. (AP Video: Haven Daley; Video Production: Laura Bargfeld)
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            People attend a Zumba exercise class at Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)
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            People march in a line as they take part in a multicultural parade at Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)
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            People line up to get into a van to go home outside of Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)
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            People attend a Zumba exercise class at Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)
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            A woman from Haiti holds flags during a multicultural parade at Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)
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            People take part in a multicultural parade inside Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)
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            A man, left, receives a podiatrist treatment at Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)
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            Mohamed, 84, left, receives physical therapy with therapist Susan Fenyes, center, while his wife, Bibi, 84, stretches with a ball at Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)
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            10 of 16 | 
            Bibi, 84, talks to Hadassah Wilhelm, director of community relations, during a physical therapy session at Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)
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            A woman plays Bingo at Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)
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            Haitian Theomene Valentine, 84, waits for lunch at Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)
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            People attend a Zumba exercise class at Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)
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            People attend a Zumba exercise class at Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)
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            People attend a Zumba exercise class at Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)
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            A woman waves as she boards a bus to go home, outside of Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)
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                                    In Oakland, California, Hong Fook Adult Day Health Care Center provides health care and recreational opportunities to Chinese, Vietnamese, and Korean older adults. It is among many like it across the country. (AP Video: Haven Daley; Video Production: Laura Bargfeld)
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            People line up to get into a van to go home outside of Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 16

                                    
                                    People line up to get into a van to go home outside of Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 16 | 
            People attend a Zumba exercise class at Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 16

                                    
                                    People attend a Zumba exercise class at Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 16 | 
            A woman from Haiti holds flags during a multicultural parade at Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)
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            A man, left, receives a podiatrist treatment at Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 16

                                    
                                    Haitian Theomene Valentine, 84, waits for lunch at Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 16 | 
            People attend a Zumba exercise class at Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)
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            People attend a Zumba exercise class at Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)
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            A woman waves as she boards a bus to go home, outside of Sunshine Adult Day Center in Bergenfield, N.J., Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kena Betancur)
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                                        BERGENFIELD, N.J. (AP) -- At Sunshine Adult Day Center, every morning starts with a parade around the room.
Today, the theme is multicultural, and the flag bearers have no shortage of countries: Philippines, India, Haiti, Mexico, United States. Most of them older adults, attendees dance through the room, waving streamers and banging drums as Pitbull's "I Know You Want Me" blasts.
Proudly representing her home country of Nigeria, Charity Wogwugwu, 87, is dressed to the nines in a pistachio green skirt embroidered with red and gold flowers, a lemon yellow floral top with puffed sleeves and a pleated gold headwrap.
"They pay attention to us. They recognize us," said Wogwugwu, who lives in neighboring Teaneck with her daughter and six grandkids. "I love coming to Sunshine."
Everyone at the center has a health need, be it mobility issues, dementia or difficulty completing daily tasks on their own. Sunshine staff say they have one goal: keep people mentally and physically sharp enough that they can stay out of places like nursing homes for as long as possible.

    


Adult day centers are the most racially diverse long-term care setting in the U.S., with many tailoring their offerings to the foods, traditions and cultures of their clientele and serving as key resource hubs to older people of color and immigrants. Day centers also serve the least amount of people of all long-term care settings, in part because of the cost and limited insurance coverage options; federal Medicare, the largest insurer of older adults, doesn't cover them.




Sixty percent of people who use adult day centers identify as people of color, according to U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention data. Centers like Sunshine are microcosms of their communities, attracting people from families who are especially reluctant to put their elders in residential long-term care due to cultural norms or their experiences with racism.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Overall, they're "underrecognized" for the role they play in communities of color, said Tina Sadarangani, an adult and geriatric nurse practitioner who researches the aging of older immigrants at New York University.

    


"The biggest problem that adult day services contends with is public perception," she said of the centers, which are sometimes seen as an equivalent to child "day cares." 
Battling isolation
On the other side of the country, He Fengling wakes up at 5:30 a.m. on days she goes to Hong Fook Adult Day Health Care Center near Oakland, California's Chinatown district. It serves people of Chinese, Korean and Vietnamese backgrounds.
A day-center bus drops her off at about 8:30 a.m. She settles into her routine of a breakfast of toast and jam with a glass of milk, and reading the Sing Tao Daily, a Hong Kong newspaper. Then it's time for physical therapy to relieve her arthritis and sciatica. 
There are different pre-lunch activities each day. Today it's table games: mahjong, tien gow, and Chinese chess, plus bingo. An automated voice says the bingo numbers in English, and a staff member follows with a translation.

    


"Everybody who sees me raises their thumb to tell me how great I'm doing, that I insist on coming," said He, who is in her late 80s.
Corinne Jan, CEO of Family Bridges Inc., the nonprofit that runs Hong Fook, said they serve their clients in ways that other places can't. She said the center's focus is on the familiar -- food, language and faces.
"I think all of our participants are monolingual, so they don't speak English," Jan said. "Imagine having to be in a nursing home or even just five days in a hospital or in the emergency room and not being able to communicate."
Many older adults can feel isolated even among family as they age out of a caregiving role and into needing care themselves, experts said. 
He came to the U.S. in the late 1990s to help her daughter with a new baby. Now, the same grandson that she helped raise checks on her and brings her to doctor's appointments. 
She has memory issues and reduced mobility, which has sometimes isolated her from simple interactions in her day-to-day life, like going to the store.

    


"After coming here ... my thoughts are much more cheerful," she said of the day center.
Older immigrants who might lack transportation, education, income and face language barriers can become "marginalized and sidelined in their own household," Sadarangani said - even if they live with family. Adult day centers create a "kinship network" for them, she said. 
And socialization can hold off depression, motivate people to stay active and even ease symptoms of dementia.
Sadarangani's grandmother went to Sunshine in New Jersey before the pandemic. Her family's experience inspired her to study the centers. She recalled the center giving her grandmother new experiences, including a tour of New York City in Hindi.
Serving families and communities
Advocates argue day centers are the most cost-effective long-term care. About 80% of people who attend day centers pay for it with Medicaid, which means the centers inherently serve a population that is not just more diverse but one that is almost entirely low-income.

    


The centers also are one-stop shops for communities of color to connect to resources that are otherwise hard to find and navigate. 
Sunshine's director of social work, Evan Heidt, spends each day talking with clients who are running out of food or have lost their housing. He wades through their Medicaid renewals and schedules surgeries and doctor's appointments. Meanwhile, clients visit the in-house physical therapist to work on their mobility by pedaling a stationary bike, tossing balls and pulling exercise bands. Staff nurses check vitals, take blood sugar readings and administer medications daily.
Many adult day center clients report eating one meal per day - the one the center gives them, Sadarangani said. Heidt estimated some 20% of Sunshine's clients have been homeless. 
"We are the epicenter of the community, really," Heidt said. "Not just the clients, but the families come to us, too."
"Anybody have any problem, they solve it," said Avtar Khullar, who attends Sunshine with his wife, Avinash. He came to the U.S. from New Delhi in 2007, and his aging parents attended Sunshine before they died. 
But little is streamlined when serving such a diverse population. For breakfast alone, Sunshine's small kitchen staff whips out 120 meals with 10 different options, including vegetarian, American, Filipino, Indian, kidney-friendly and fasting-friendly (fruits and nuts). 
Grant funding is key for day centers, too, especially to bus clients there and home. Centers sent people care packages, activity books and meals during the pandemic even though they didn't have enough money for it, said Lauren Parker, a gerontologist at Johns Hopkins University. 
"A lot of programs actually ended up closing," Parker said.
Sunshine has plenty of open spots, especially in its afternoon program. Many people didn't come back after pandemic lockdowns were lifted. 
Those who did say the center is a critical part of their routine and social life. That includes Theomene Valentine, 84, one of several Haitians who Sunshine buses in from Newark, an hour ride each way.
"I come here to talk in Creole with my friends," she said.
Leticia Borromeo, 82, loved Sunshine so much she recruited her friends to attend with her. She is Filipino, and loves how the center exposes her to different cultures, foods and religions.
"We are like one family," she said.
___
Associated Press journalist Haven Daley in Oakland, California, contributed to this report.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/adult-day-center-care-medicare-98943152ebfc62dd898262d93ca32e6f
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            FILE - Actress Mitzi Gaynor poses in her apartment Wednesday, May 26, 2021, in Beverly Hills, Calif. Gaynor, among the last survivors of the so-called golden age of the Hollywood musical, died of natural causes in Los Angeles on Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. She was 93. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)
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            FILE - Mitzi Gaynor appears in Los Angeles on Oct. 10, 1962. Gaynor, among the last survivors of the so-called golden age of the Hollywood musical, died of natural causes in Los Angeles on Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. She was 93. (AP Photo/Don Brinn, File)
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            FILE - Mitzi Gaynor arrives at The Paley Center For Media Los Angeles Benefit Gala on Wednesday, Nov 12, 2014, in Los Angeles. Gaynor, among the last survivors of the so-called golden age of the Hollywood musical, died of natural causes in Los Angeles on Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. She was 93. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Mitzi Gaynor, the effervescent dancer and actor who starred as Nellie Forbush in the 1958 film of "South Pacific" and appeared in other musicals with Bing Crosby, Frank Sinatra and Gene Kelly, has died. She was 93. 
Gaynor, among the last survivors of the so-called golden age of the Hollywood musical, died of natural causes in Los Angeles on Thursday morning, her long-time managers Rene Reyes and Shane Rosamonda confirmed in a statement to The Associated Press. 
"As we celebrate her legacy, we offer our thanks to her friends and fans and the countless audiences she entertained throughout her long life," Reyes and Rosamonda said in a joint statement. "Your love, support and appreciation meant so very much to her and was a sustaining gift in her life."
Her entertainment career spanned eight decades across film, television and the stage, and appeared in several notable films including "We're Not Married!" and "There's No Business Like Show Business," but she is best remembered for her turn in "South Pacific."

    


The screen version of "South Pacific" received three Academy Award nominations and won for best sound, while Gaynor was a best actress nominee for a Golden Globe.


The role of the love-sick nurse Nellie, created on Broadway by Mary Martin, had been eagerly sought by Hollywood stars. Sinatra helped Gaynor land it.
She was starring with him in "The Joker Is Wild," when she had a one-day opportunity to audition for lyricist Oscar Hammerstein II. It was the same day she was scheduled for her biggest scene with Sinatra. When she explained her plight, he told her, "Don't worry, I'll change the schedule."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Hammerstein was impressed with Gaynor, who had already won the approval of director Josh Logan and composer Richard Rodgers. She was cast opposite Rossano Brazzi, about whom she sang "I'm in Love with a Wonderful Guy."

    


"South Pacific" was not the turning point in her career that Gaynor had hoped it would be, and she shifted her focus from film to television, making early appearances on Donald O'Connor's variety series "Here Comes Donald," and on CBS' "The Jack Benny Hour." In October of 1959, she was the only women to guest star alongside Sinatra, Crosby, Dean Martin and Jimmy Durante on ABC's "The Frank Sinatra Timex Show" special.
Later in her career, Gaynor reinvented herself as a performing entertainer. Working with her husband and manager Jack Bean, she starred in her own musical revue that was a big draw in theaters throughout the U.S., Canada, the U.K. and Australia.
She became the highest paid female entertainer in Las Vegas and was the first woman to be awarded the Las Vegas governor's trophy for "Star Entertainer of the Year" in 1970. 
When touring with a full orchestra, a corps of dancers and backstage personnel became too unwieldy and expensive, Gaynor slimmed down the production, eventually making it a one-woman show. They continued touring every year until 2002 when Bean's illness required a hiatus.
"I love touring; I've been doing it much of my life," Gaynor said in a 2003 interview. "We go back to the same places; it's like visiting friends. After the show, people come backstage to the dressing room, and we renew friendships. We send out almost 3,000 Christmas cards every year."

    


Born Francesca Marlene de Czanyi von Gerber (Mitzi is diminutive for Marlene) in Chicago on Sept. 4, 1931, she was a part of a musically inclined family and started singing and dancing at a young age.
In a 2003 AP interview, Gaynor said she has a clear memory of her stage debut. She had been taking ballet and tap lessons and at age 7 she was scheduled for a tap routine at the dance school recital. She had neglected to use the bathroom, and when she faced the audience, a puddle formed on the stage.
"I ran kicking and screaming off the stage," she recalls. "But I got huge applause. So I dried off and put some lipstick on. After the next girl did a hula with batons and slipped on the wet floor, I went out and said, 'I'm OK now. Can I do it?' And I got cheers!"

Gaynor and Bean married in 1954 and in 1960 bought a spacious house in Beverly Hills that became their home until his death in 2006. They rarely appeared at Hollywood events, preferring to entertain a few close friends. The couple had no children.
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            The cross atop of Our Lady of Hadath Church appears in front of Beirut's Dahiyeh suburb, background, that remains in darkness after Israeli airstrikes, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Israeli security forces survey damage to a home struck by a rocket fired from Lebanon in the town of Majd al-Krum, northern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            A member of Israeli security forces surveys damage to a home struck by a rocket fired from Lebanon in the town of Majd al-Krum, northern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            Damage to a home struck by a rocket fired from Lebanon in the town of Majd al-Krum , northern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            Felicilda Aboc, who has worked for 18 years as a house helper in Lebanon's northern Tripoli city, gestures as she answers questions from reporters upon her arrival at Manila's International Airport, Philippines, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            In this photo released by U.S. Air National Guard, a U.S. Air Force B-2 Spirit stealth bomber takes off from a Royal Australian Air Force base in Amberley, Australia, Sept. 11, 2024. (Staff Sgt. Whitney Erhart/U.S. Air National Guard via AP)
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            Felicilda Aboc, who has worked for 18 years as a house helper in Lebanon's northern Tripoli city, gestures as she answers questions from reporters upon her arrival at Manila's International Airport, Philippines, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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    Follow AP's live updates on Yahya Sinwar and war in the Middle East.


    


Israel says it has killed Hamas' top leader Yahya Sinwar in a battle with Israeli forces in Gaza. Foreign Minister Katz called Sinwar's killing Thursday a "military and moral achievement for the Israeli army."
Palestinian officials reported at least 28 dead, including four children, in an Israeli strike on a school being used as a shelter in Gaza on Thursday. Nearly 100 people were wounded in the strike in Jabaliya, according to the Gaza Health Ministry's emergency unit in the north.
Syria's military said an Israeli strike early Thursday wounded two civilians and damaged a military post. Israel regularly targets military sites in Syria linked to Iran and to Lebanon's militant Hezbollah group and has escalated its campaign against Hezbollah in recent weeks, after a year of near-daily exchanges of cross-border fire. 
Lebanon says more than 2,300 people have been killed in the past year and 77% of public schools are out of service, either due to their use as shelters or their location in areas directly affected by the war.

    


On Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas-led militants blew holes in Israel's security fence and stormed in, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting another 250. Israel's offensive in Gaza has killed over 42,000 Palestinians, according to local health authorities, who do not distinguish combatants from civilians. The war has destroyed large areas of Gaza and displaced about 90% of its population of 2.3 million people.




Israel's military says it has allowed 50 trucks of humanitarian aid into northern Gaza on Wednesday, after the United States warned it to boost aid efforts or risk losing weapons funding. The region has suffered heavy destruction and has been completely encircled by Israeli forces for nearly a year.
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Here's the latest:
Israel confirms Hamas' leader Yahya Sinwar has been killed in Gaza
JERUSALEM -- Israel's foreign minister has confirmed that Israeli troops in Gaza have killed Hamas' top leader Yahya Sinwar, a chief architect of the Oct. 7 attack.

    


Sinwar has topped Israel's most-wanted list since the beginning of the Israel-Hamas war just over a year ago, and his killing strikes a powerful blow to the militant group. There was no immediate confirmation from Hamas of his death.
Foreign Minister Katz called Sinwar's killing Thursday a "military and moral achievement for the Israeli army."
"The assassination of Sinwar will create the possibility to immediately release the hostages and to bring a change that will lead to a new reality in Gaza - without Hamas and without Iranian control," he said in a statement.
US sanctions people and entities allegedly tied to a Houthi and Iranian financial facilitator
WASHINGTON -- The U.S. has imposed sanctions on 18 companies, people and ships across Panama, the Marshall Islands, India and more for their alleged ties to sanctioned Houthi and Iranian financial facilitator Sa'id al-Jamal.
Captains of vessels transporting sanctioned Iranian oil and companies that managed and operated the ships that transported the oil have also been also sanctioned. The Treasury said Thursday that revenue from al-Jamal's network enables Houthi attacks in the region.
Treasury's Acting Under Secretary of the Treasury for Terrorism and Financial Intelligence Bradley T. Smith says his agency "remains committed to utilizing all available tools to disrupt this key source of illicit revenue that enables the Houthis' destabilizing activities."

    


Palestinian officials say death toll in Gaza school strike rises to 28
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- Palestinian medical officials say the death toll from an Israeli strike on a school where displaced people were sheltering has risen to 28.
The Israeli military said the strike on Thursday targeted dozens of militants who were meeting inside the school in Jabaliya, in northern Gaza.
Fares Abu Hamza, head of the Gaza Health Ministry's emergency unit in the north, said the death toll had climbed to 28, with another 98 people wounded.
Israel has been waging a large military operation in Jabaliya, an urban refugee camp dating back to the 1948 war, for more than a week now. It has once again called on all residents of northern Gaza to flee south, and it allowed no food aid to enter the north for around two weeks at the start of the month.

    


Its forces have repeatedly returned to Jabaliya and other areas of Gaza after saying that militants had regrouped there.
Philippines evacuate dozens of workers from Lebanon
MANILA, Philippines -- The Philippine government has evacuated dozens of Filipino workers from Lebanon, including one who urged thousands of compatriots to leave the war-hit nation before it's too late.
The 45 Filipino workers and two children who arrived Thursday in the Philippine capital were a fraction of about 10,000 to 11,000 Filipinos, many of whom have refused to leave their jobs in Lebanon for their poverty-stricken homeland.
"I hope they would return home because it has become too dangerous there," Felicilda Aboc, a 56-year-old who has worked for 18 years as a house helper in Lebanon, told reporters at Manila's international airport. She recounted how a powerful blast two days ago shook the house where she worked.

    


The Philippine government has offered free chartered flights, cash and new livelihood training to encourage Filipinos in Lebanon to return home but has yet to issue a mandatory evacuation order.
"I was told that even if the bombs are in front of them, they may not go home as long as they still have employers," Philippine Foreign Undersecretary Eduardo de Vega said of the many Filipinos in Lebanon.
Israel's military looking into whether Hamas leader Sinwar was killed in Gaza
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military says it is looking into whether Hamas' top leader Yahya Sinwar was killed in a military operation in Gaza.
The military said in a statement Thursday that three militants were killed during operations in Gaza, without elaborating. It said the identities of the three were so far not confirmed, but it was "checking the possibility" that one of the three was Sinwar.
Sinwar was one of the chief architects of Hamas' attack on Israel on Oct. 7, 2023. He was chosen as the group's top leader following the assassination of Ismael Haniyeh in July in an apparent Israeli strike in the Iranian capital Tehran.
German military says it intercepted drone off Lebanese coast
BERLIN -- The German military says a German navy ship deployed to the U.N. peacekeeping mission off the Lebanese coast has intercepted and brought down a drone.
The military said a defense system on board the corvette, the Ludwigshafen am Rhein, brought the drone down in the water around 5 a.m. Thursday and that the drone's explosive load detonated in the process.
It said it did not know where the drone came from. The military didn't specify the location of the ship at the time of the incident.
The Ludwigshafen am Rhein is currently participating in the UNIFIL mission in Lebanon. Germany also has soldiers at the mission's headquarters in Naqoura.
Norwegian embassy in Beirut evacuated after receiving bomb threat
OSLO, Norway -- Norway's foreign ministry says the Norwegian Embassy in Beirut has been evacuated after receiving a "bomb threat." No one has been injured. 
A spokeswoman said Thursday that the few Norwegian diplomats in Beirut are all safe.
"The acts of war in Lebanon make the security situation very unpredictable and tense. This threat is another example of that," Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Ragnhild Simenstad said. 
"The Foreign Ministry is continuously assessing the situation, including the safety of our colleagues who work in Beirut. The embassy has already implemented measures, as we have routines for in situations like this."
Strike on Gaza school-turned-shelter kills at least 15
An Israeli strike on a school sheltering displaced people in northern Gaza on Thursday killed at least 15 people, including four children, according to Gaza's Health Ministry.
The Israeli military said the strike targeted dozens of Hamas and Islamic Jihad militants who had gathered at the school.
The strike hit the Abu Hussein school in Jabaliya, an urban refugee camp in northern Gaza where Israel has been waging a major air and ground operation for more than a week.
___
This item has been corrected to show four children were confirmed dead in the strike, not five.
Read more here.
Hezbollah official says the group will keep fighting 'with all available means'
BEIRUT -- A Hezbollah official says the aim of the group's military command is to keep fighting "with all available means" to prevent Israel from achieving its goals and to eventually agree on a cease-fire.
Legislator Hassan Fadlallah told reporters Thursday that since Israel's invasion began on Oct. 1, Israeli troops have not captured any villages.
Fadlallah says his group's aim is to stop the war, but he refused to go into details except to say Lebanon's parliamentary speaker and caretaker prime minister are leading the efforts.
"Our goal today is to end the aggression. We will not go into any detail related to the mechanism or solutions," he said, when asked whether Hezbollah still insists that it will only stop fighting once Israel's offensive on Gaza stops.
Fadlallah says Israel has not been able to push deeper into Lebanon, stop Hezbollah rocket fire or create the conditions for its citizens to return to communities in the north near the border, which Israel says is its main war aim.
Strike on Gaza tent camp kills 3
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- Palestinian medical officials say an Israeli strike on a tent camp in the Gaza Strip killed three men and wounded eight other people, including women and children.
The bodies were taken to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah after the strike on Thursday. An Associated Press reporter counted the bodies.
There has been no immediate comment from the Israeli military.
Israel has repeatedly struck tent camps and schools sheltering displaced people in Gaza. The military says it carries out precise strikes on militants who shelter among civilians, putting them in danger.
Hamas-led militants triggered the war when they stormed into southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting around 250 others. Some 100 captives are still inside Gaza, about a third of whom are believed to be dead.
Israel's offensive has killed over 42,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry. It does not differentiate between civilians and combatants but says women and children make up a little more than half of the fatalities.
Iranian foreign minister makes rare visit to Egypt to discuss tensions
CAIRO -- Iran's foreign minister has paid a rare visit to Egypt to discuss regional tensions linked to Israel's war with Iran-allied groups in Lebanon and the Gaza Strip.
Abbas Araghchi met with Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah El-Sissi and other top officials on Thursday to discuss how to de-escalate tensions, according to an Egyptian statement.
Egypt was the first Arab country to make peace with Israel and is a close U.S. ally. Araghchi visited Jordan, another close U.S. ally, on Wednesday.
Israel has vowed to respond to an Iranian ballistic missile attack earlier this month, raising fears of a regionwide war that could draw in the U.S. and its allies.
Egypt and Jordan have repeatedly called for a cease-fire in Gaza, and Egypt has been a key mediator between Israel and Hamas.
Israel says it has killed a local Hezbollah commander
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military says it has killed a local Hezbollah commander in a southern Lebanese town near the border.
The military said Thursday that an airstrike on Bint Jbeil killed Hussein Awada, who it said was in charge of firing projectiles into Israel from areas near the town.
Israeli strikes in recent weeks have killed Hezbollah's leader, Hassan Nasrallah, and most of his senior commanders.
Also Thursday, the Israeli military warned people to stay away from two buildings in the eastern villages of Saraaine and Tamnine, in the Bekaa Valley, where Israel has carried out scores of airstrikes over the past two weeks.
Iranian commander repeats threats to Israel
TEHRAN, Iran -- The chief of Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard has threatened Israel with more missile barrages if it strikes Iran.
"Do not repeat your mistake -- if you misbehave, if you strike anything of ours either in the region or in Iran, we will again hit you painfully," Gen. Hossein Salami said Thursday during a funeral ceremony for Iranian Guard commander Abbas Nilforoushan, who was killed alongside the head of the Hezbollah militant group in Beirut in September.
Salami says an Iranian missile barrage on Israel earlier in October in retaliation for killing Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah and Nilforoushan was the "tiniest" action by Iran. He says an air defense battery deployed to Israel by the U.S. will not prevent Iranian retaliation.
"We do know about your weakness, and you know too," Salami said.
Iran is the main backer of Hezbollah and supports militant groups opposed to Israel across the region, including Hamas.
An Israeli strike wounds 2 in Syria, its military says
DAMASCUS, Syria -- Syria's military says Israel carried out a strike early Thursday in the coastal city of Latakia, wounding two civilians and damaging a military post.
The military statement that was carried by state media did not give further details.
Israel regularly targets military sites in Syria linked to Iran and to Lebanon's militant Hezbollah group. Those strikes have become more frequent after exchanges of fire along the Lebanon-Israel border began in October 2023, with Hezbollah attacking Israeli posts in support of the Palestinians and its ally, Hamas.
The exchanges intensified over the past three weeks, and on Oct. 1, Israel began a ground invasion of southern Lebanon.
US B-2 stealth bombers strike bunkers of Yemen's Houthi rebels
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- Long-range American B-2 stealth bombers have launched airstrikes targeting underground bunkers used by Yemen's Houthi rebels, officials said. 
It wasn't immediately clear what damage was done in the strikes early Thursday. 
However, there have been no previous reports of the B-2 Spirit being used in the strikes targeting the Houthis, who have been attacking ships for months in the Red Sea corridor over the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip.
The Houthis' al-Masirah satellite news channel reported airstrikes around Yemen's capital, Sanaa, which the group has held since 2014. They also reported strikes around the Houthi stronghold of Saada. They offered no immediate information on damage or casualties. 
United States Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said in a statement that the B-2 bombers targeted "five hardened underground weapons storage locations in Houthi-controlled areas of Yemen." 

The strike also appeared to be an indirect warning to Iran, the Houthis' main benefactor, which has targeted Israel with ballistic missile attacks twice over the past year. The nuclear-capable B-2, which first saw action in 1999 in the Kosovo War, is rarely used by the U.S. military in combat as each aircraft is worth some $1 billion. 
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            Liam Payne has died at age 31 after falling from a hotel balcony in Argentina. He was one of five members of One Direction, the group of "The X Factor" contestants that went on to become one of the world's most successful boy bands. (Oct. 16)
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            Former One Direction singer Liam Payne, 31, was found dead after falling from a hotel balcony in Buenos Aires on Wednesday, local officials said. Buenos Aires police said in a statement that Payne fell from the third floor of the Casa Sur Hotel in the trendy Palermo neighborhood of Argentina's capital, resulting in "extremely serious injuries." (AP Video by Victor Caivano)
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            Former One Direction singer Liam Payne, 31, whose chart-topping British boy band generated a global following of swooning fans, was found dead Wednesday after falling from a hotel balcony in Buenos Aires, local officials said.
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            FILE - Liam Payne of One Direction performs during the Honda Civic Tour at Qualcomm Stadium on Thursday, July 9, 2015, in San Diego, Calif. (Photo by Rich Fury/Invision/AP, File)
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            An ambulance carrying the body former One Direction singer Liam Payne leaves the hotel where he was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            Police gather outside a hotel where Liam Payne, a former member of the band One Direction, was found dead after falling from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            People embrace outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            Police stand guard outside a hotel where Liam Payne, a former member of the band One Direction, was found dead after falling from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            A forensic investigator exits the hotel where English musician Liam Payne, a former member of the band One Direction, was found dead after falling from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            10 of 30 | 
            FILE - One Direction's Liam Payne, second from right, poses for a photo with fellow band members Harry Styles, Zayn Malik, Niall Horan and Louis Tomlinson at the GQ Men of the Year Awards in London, Sept. 6, 2011. (AP Photo/Jonathan Short, File)
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            11 of 30 | 
            FILE - Liam Payne poses for photographers upon arriving at the premiere of the film 'All of Those Voices' in London, March 16, 2023. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP, File)
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            12 of 30 | 
            FILE - Liam Payne poses for photographers upon arrival at the British Fashion Awards in London, Dec. 5, 2022. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP, File)
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            13 of 30 | 
            FILE - Liam Payne, of musical group One Direction, performs at Nickelodeon's 25th annual Kids' Choice Awards, March 31, 2012, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            14 of 30 | 
            FILE - Singer Liam Payne poses for photographers upon arrival at the Global Gift Gala in London, March 7, 2019. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP, File)
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            15 of 30 | 
            FILE - One Direction members, from left, Harry Styles, Louis Tomlinson, Zayn Malik, Niall Horan and Liam Payne perform on NBC's "Today" show, Nov. 13, 2012 in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            16 of 30 | 
            Police cordon off a hotel where English musician Liam Payne, a former member of the band One Direction, was found dead after falling from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            17 of 30 | 
            FILE - Liam Payne performs onstage during day one of Capital's Jingle Bell Ball with Coca-Cola at London's O2 Arena, on Dec. 8, 2018. (Ian West/PA via AP, File)
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            18 of 30 | 
            FILE - Louis Tomlinson, from left, Zayn Malik, Niall Horan, Harry Styles and Liam Payne arrive for the World Premiere of "One Direction: This Is Us," at the Empire Leicester Square, in London, Aug. 20, 2013. (Ian West/PA via AP, File)
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            19 of 30 | 
            FILE - One Direction's Liam Payne, from left, Niall Horan, Louis Tomlinson and Harry Styles pose backstage at the Capital FM Summertime Ball held at Wembley Stadium, in London, on June 6, 2015. (Dominic Lipinski/PA via AP, File)
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            20 of 30 | 
            FILE - One Direction's Zayn Malik, from left, Liam Payne, Niall Horan, Louis Tomlinson and Harry Styles pictured during an interview on Capital Breakfast with Dave Berry and Lisa Snowdon, in their studios in Leicester Square, in London, on Friday, Oct. 5, 2012. (Yui Mok/PA via AP, File)
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            21 of 30 | 
            FILE - Liam Payne arrives for the premiere of "The Chronicles Of Narnia: The Voyage Of The Dawn Treader," at the Odeon Leicester Square, in London, Nov. 30, 2010. (Yui Mok/PA via AP)
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            22 of 30 | 
            Forensic investigators exit the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            23 of 30 | 
            FILE - Liam Payne and Cheryl attend the Brit Awards at the O2 Arena, in London, on Feb. 21, 2018. (Ian West/PA via AP, File)
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            24 of 30 | 
            FILE - One Direction's Niall Horan, from left, Harry Styles , Simon Cowell, Louis Tomlinson and Liam Payne present the Music Industry Trust Award to Simon Cowell at the Music Industry Trusts Award (MITS) in aid of charities Nordon Robbins and Brit Trust at the Grosvenor House Hotel, in London, Nov. 2, 2015. (Dominic Lipinski/PA via AP)
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            25 of 30 | 
            FILE - Liam Payne arrives for the world premiere of "Ron's Gone Wrong," at the Royal Festival Hall in London, during the BFI London Film Festival, Oct. 9, 2021. (Jonathan Brady/PA via AP, File)
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            26 of 30 | 
            FILE - Liam Payne performs during the first day of BBC Radio 1's Biggest Weekend at Singleton Park, in Swansea, Wales, May 26, 2018. (Ben Birchall/PA via AP, File)
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            27 of 30 | 
            FILE - Liam Payne of One Direction (1D) performs in concert at MetLife stadium Wednesday, Aug. 5, 2015, in East Rutherford, N.J. (Photo by Robert Altman/Invision/AP, File)
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            28 of 30 | 
            Fans light candles outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            29 of 30 | 
            Fans light candles outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            30 of 30 | 
            FILE - One Direction members, from right, Liam Payne and Harry Styles perform on ABC's "Good Morning America" at Rumsey Playfield/SummerStage on Tuesday, Aug. 4, 2015, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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        Liam Payne, former One Direction member, dies at 31 in Argentina hotel fall
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                                    Liam Payne has died at age 31 after falling from a hotel balcony in Argentina. He was one of five members of One Direction, the group of "The X Factor" contestants that went on to become one of the world's most successful boy bands. (Oct. 16)
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                                    Former One Direction singer Liam Payne, 31, was found dead after falling from a hotel balcony in Buenos Aires on Wednesday, local officials said. Buenos Aires police said in a statement that Payne fell from the third floor of the Casa Sur Hotel in the trendy Palermo neighborhood of Argentina's capital, resulting in "extremely serious injuries." (AP Video by Victor Caivano)
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                                    Former One Direction singer Liam Payne, 31, whose chart-topping British boy band generated a global following of swooning fans, was found dead Wednesday after falling from a hotel balcony in Buenos Aires, local officials said.
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            4 of 30 | 
            FILE - Liam Payne of One Direction performs during the Honda Civic Tour at Qualcomm Stadium on Thursday, July 9, 2015, in San Diego, Calif. (Photo by Rich Fury/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Liam Payne of One Direction performs during the Honda Civic Tour at Qualcomm Stadium on Thursday, July 9, 2015, in San Diego, Calif. (Photo by Rich Fury/Invision/AP, File)
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            5 of 30 | 
            An ambulance carrying the body former One Direction singer Liam Payne leaves the hotel where he was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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                                    An ambulance carrying the body former One Direction singer Liam Payne leaves the hotel where he was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            6 of 30 | 
            Police gather outside a hotel where Liam Payne, a former member of the band One Direction, was found dead after falling from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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                                    Police gather outside a hotel where Liam Payne, a former member of the band One Direction, was found dead after falling from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            7 of 30 | 
            People embrace outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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                                    People embrace outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            8 of 30 | 
            Police stand guard outside a hotel where Liam Payne, a former member of the band One Direction, was found dead after falling from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 30

                                    
                                    Police stand guard outside a hotel where Liam Payne, a former member of the band One Direction, was found dead after falling from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            9 of 30 | 
            A forensic investigator exits the hotel where English musician Liam Payne, a former member of the band One Direction, was found dead after falling from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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                                    A forensic investigator exits the hotel where English musician Liam Payne, a former member of the band One Direction, was found dead after falling from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            FILE - One Direction's Liam Payne, second from right, poses for a photo with fellow band members Harry Styles, Zayn Malik, Niall Horan and Louis Tomlinson at the GQ Men of the Year Awards in London, Sept. 6, 2011. (AP Photo/Jonathan Short, File)
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                                    FILE - One Direction's Liam Payne, second from right, poses for a photo with fellow band members Harry Styles, Zayn Malik, Niall Horan and Louis Tomlinson at the GQ Men of the Year Awards in London, Sept. 6, 2011. (AP Photo/Jonathan Short, File)
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            11 of 30 | 
            FILE - Liam Payne poses for photographers upon arriving at the premiere of the film 'All of Those Voices' in London, March 16, 2023. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    11 of 30

                                    
                                    FILE - Liam Payne poses for photographers upon arriving at the premiere of the film 'All of Those Voices' in London, March 16, 2023. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Liam Payne poses for photographers upon arrival at the British Fashion Awards in London, Dec. 5, 2022. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Liam Payne poses for photographers upon arrival at the British Fashion Awards in London, Dec. 5, 2022. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP, File)
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            13 of 30 | 
            FILE - Liam Payne, of musical group One Direction, performs at Nickelodeon's 25th annual Kids' Choice Awards, March 31, 2012, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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                                    FILE - Liam Payne, of musical group One Direction, performs at Nickelodeon's 25th annual Kids' Choice Awards, March 31, 2012, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            FILE - Singer Liam Payne poses for photographers upon arrival at the Global Gift Gala in London, March 7, 2019. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Singer Liam Payne poses for photographers upon arrival at the Global Gift Gala in London, March 7, 2019. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - One Direction members, from left, Harry Styles, Louis Tomlinson, Zayn Malik, Niall Horan and Liam Payne perform on NBC's "Today" show, Nov. 13, 2012 in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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                                    FILE - One Direction members, from left, Harry Styles, Louis Tomlinson, Zayn Malik, Niall Horan and Liam Payne perform on NBC's "Today" show, Nov. 13, 2012 in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            Police cordon off a hotel where English musician Liam Payne, a former member of the band One Direction, was found dead after falling from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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                                    Police cordon off a hotel where English musician Liam Payne, a former member of the band One Direction, was found dead after falling from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            FILE - Liam Payne performs onstage during day one of Capital's Jingle Bell Ball with Coca-Cola at London's O2 Arena, on Dec. 8, 2018. (Ian West/PA via AP, File)
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                                    FILE - Liam Payne performs onstage during day one of Capital's Jingle Bell Ball with Coca-Cola at London's O2 Arena, on Dec. 8, 2018. (Ian West/PA via AP, File)
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            FILE - Louis Tomlinson, from left, Zayn Malik, Niall Horan, Harry Styles and Liam Payne arrive for the World Premiere of "One Direction: This Is Us," at the Empire Leicester Square, in London, Aug. 20, 2013. (Ian West/PA via AP, File)
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            FILE - One Direction's Liam Payne, from left, Niall Horan, Louis Tomlinson and Harry Styles pose backstage at the Capital FM Summertime Ball held at Wembley Stadium, in London, on June 6, 2015. (Dominic Lipinski/PA via AP, File)
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            FILE - One Direction's Zayn Malik, from left, Liam Payne, Niall Horan, Louis Tomlinson and Harry Styles pictured during an interview on Capital Breakfast with Dave Berry and Lisa Snowdon, in their studios in Leicester Square, in London, on Friday, Oct. 5, 2012. (Yui Mok/PA via AP, File)
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            FILE - Liam Payne arrives for the premiere of "The Chronicles Of Narnia: The Voyage Of The Dawn Treader," at the Odeon Leicester Square, in London, Nov. 30, 2010. (Yui Mok/PA via AP)
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            Forensic investigators exit the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            FILE - Liam Payne and Cheryl attend the Brit Awards at the O2 Arena, in London, on Feb. 21, 2018. (Ian West/PA via AP, File)
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            FILE - One Direction's Niall Horan, from left, Harry Styles , Simon Cowell, Louis Tomlinson and Liam Payne present the Music Industry Trust Award to Simon Cowell at the Music Industry Trusts Award (MITS) in aid of charities Nordon Robbins and Brit Trust at the Grosvenor House Hotel, in London, Nov. 2, 2015. (Dominic Lipinski/PA via AP)
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            FILE - Liam Payne arrives for the world premiere of "Ron's Gone Wrong," at the Royal Festival Hall in London, during the BFI London Film Festival, Oct. 9, 2021. (Jonathan Brady/PA via AP, File)
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            FILE - Liam Payne performs during the first day of BBC Radio 1's Biggest Weekend at Singleton Park, in Swansea, Wales, May 26, 2018. (Ben Birchall/PA via AP, File)
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            FILE - Liam Payne of One Direction (1D) performs in concert at MetLife stadium Wednesday, Aug. 5, 2015, in East Rutherford, N.J. (Photo by Robert Altman/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    27 of 30

                                    
                                    FILE - Liam Payne of One Direction (1D) performs in concert at MetLife stadium Wednesday, Aug. 5, 2015, in East Rutherford, N.J. (Photo by Robert Altman/Invision/AP, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            28 of 30 | 
            Fans light candles outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            Fans light candles outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            FILE - One Direction members, from right, Liam Payne and Harry Styles perform on ABC's "Good Morning America" at Rumsey Playfield/SummerStage on Tuesday, Aug. 4, 2015, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) -- Former One Direction singer Liam Payne, 31, whose chart-topping British boy band generated a global following of swooning fans, was found dead Wednesday after falling from a hotel balcony in Buenos Aires, local officials said.
Buenos Aires police said in a statement that Payne fell from the third floor of the Casa Sur Hotel in the trendy Palermo neighborhood of Argentina's capital, resulting in "extremely serious injuries." Medics confirmed his death on the spot, the statement said.
The police statement to The Associated Press said Payne "had jumped from the balcony of his room." Police rushed to the hotel in response to an emergency call just after 5 p.m. local time warning of an "aggressive man who could be under the influence of drugs or alcohol," the statement added.
The hotel manager can be heard on a 911 call obtained by the AP saying they had "a guest who is overwhelmed with drugs and alcohol ... He's destroying the entire room and, well, we need you to send someone, please." The manager's voice became more anxious as the call went on, noting the room had a balcony. 

    


Alberto Crescenti, head of the state emergency medical system, told Argentina's Todo Noticias TV channel that authorities were investigating the circumstances of his death and conducting an autopsy.




Payne had been vocal about struggling with alcoholism, posting a video in July 2023 to his YouTube channel where he said he had been sober for six months after receiving treatment. Representatives for Payne did not immediately return emails and calls.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Dozens of One Direction fans flocked from across Buenos Aires to the Casa Sur Hotel after the news broke, forming lines that spilled into the cordoned-off street outside the hotel where police stood sentinel. Forensic investigators were seen exiting the hotel, from where Payne's body was removed around three hours after the fall. Young women filming with their cellphones expressed shock and heartbreak as a makeshift memorial with rows of candles and bouquets quickly grew outside the hotel.

    


"I didn't think he was going to die so young," 21-year-old Isabella Milesi told the AP.
Payne was one of five members of One Direction, which formed when they each auditioned for the British singing competition series "The X Factor" in 2010, two years after Payne's first attempt to get on the show. At 16 the second time around, Payne sang Michael Buble's version of "Cry Me a River," appearing nervous at the start but warming up with the audience's cheers and applause.
After each singer failed to make it through the competition as solo acts, Simon Cowell and his fellow judges combined Payne, Zayn Malik, Harry Styles, Niall Horan and Louis Tomlinson into what would become one of the most successful boy bands -- even though they lost the competition.
Each member had their own persona, with Payne -- who hailed from Wolverhampton, a city in the West Midlands region of England -- being known as the responsible one. The band became known for their pop sound and romantic hits like "What Makes You Beautiful," "Night Changes" and "Story of My Life." Payne had prominent solos on songs including "Stole My Heart" and "Change Your Ticket," co-writing several of the band's hits. They had six Top 10 hits on the Billboard charts by the time they disbanded in 2016 and a highly loyal fan base, known as "Directioners," many of whom were teen girls.

    


"I've always loved One Direction since I was little," said 18-year-old Juana Relh, another fan outside Payne's hotel. "To see that he died and that there will never be another reunion of the boys is unbelievable, it kills me."
With his meteoric rise to fame, Payne had said that it took some time to adjust to the public eye.
"I don't think you can ever deal with that, it's all a bit crazy for us to see that people get in that sort of state of mind about us and what we do," he said in a 2013 interview with the AP after recounting an experience where a fan was in a state of shock upon meeting him.

    


After the group's dissolution, Payne -- like each of his erstwhile bandmates -- pursued a solo career, shifting toward EDM and hip-hop. His 2017 single "Strip That Down," featuring Quavo, reached the Billboard Top 10, and stayed on the charts for several months. He put out an album "LP1" in 2019, and his last release -- a single called "Teardrops" -- was released in March.

Payne had a 7-year-old son, Bear Grey Payne, with his former girlfriend, the musician Cheryl who was known as Cheryl Cole when she performed with Girls Aloud. She was an "X Factor" judge during One Direction's season, although their relationship began years later. Payne was previously engaged to Maya Henry, from August 2020 to early 2022. Henry released a novel earlier this year that she said was based on their relationship.
In addition to his son, he is survived by his parents, Geoff and Karen Payne, and his two older sisters, Ruth and Nicola. 
___
Huamani reported from Los Angeles. Associated Press journalists Natacha Pisarenko and Debora Rey contributed reporting from Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/liam-payne-dies-one-direction-6b7893a56e0d8701096775f611399dd8
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            Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Wednesday presented part of Ukraine's "Victory Plan" in the Verkhovna Rada, Ukraine's Parliament. Major points of the plan include an invitation for Ukraine to join NATO and permission to use Western-supplied longer-range missiles to strike military targets deep inside Russian territory -- steps that have been met with reluctance by Kyiv's allies so far.
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            Ukraine will be a member of NATO in the future, Secretary-General of NATO Mark Rutte said Thursday in Brussels, where he is chairing a meeting of NATO ministers of defense. "At the moment it seems that it will be Ukraine as number 33 but maybe somebody else pops in front of him," Rutte said.
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            Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy talks to journalists during a press conference at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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            Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy talks to journalists during a press conference at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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            A journalist uses her phone to record a press conference of Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy during an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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            Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, and European Council President Charles Michel arrive to an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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            Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, and European Council President Charles Michel talk to journalists as they arrive to an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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            European Union leaders pose for a group photo with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, front row sixth left, during an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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            Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, and European Council President Charles Michel arrive to an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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            FILE - Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy attends a joint press conference during the Crimea Platform summit in Kyiv, Ukraine, on Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)
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            FILE - In this image provided by the Office of the Ukrainian Presidency, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, is watched by Rich Hansen, the commander's representative for the Scranton Army Ammunition Plant, while signing military ordnance in Scranton, Pa., Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (Office of the Ukrainian Presidency via AP, File)
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            In this photo provided by the Press Service Of The President Of Ukraine on Oct. 16, 2024, Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speaks to parliamentarians at Verkhovna Rada in Kyiv, Ukraine. (Press Service Of The President Of Ukraine via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 16 | 
            Ukrainian servicemen of Khartia brigade fire D-30 Howitzer towards Russian positions in Kharkiv region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Alex Babenko)
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            Ukrainian servicemen of Khartia brigade fire D-30 Howitzer towards Russian positions in Kharkiv region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Alex Babenko)
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            Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy talks to journalists during a press conference at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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            16 of 16 | 
            European Council President Charles Michel, second right, talks to Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, center, next to Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, bottom left, as they arrive for a group photo during an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Zelenskyy says 10,000 North Koreans could join Russian forces in Ukraine as he pushes 'Victory Plan'

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 16

                                    
                                    Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Wednesday presented part of Ukraine's "Victory Plan" in the Verkhovna Rada, Ukraine's Parliament. Major points of the plan include an invitation for Ukraine to join NATO and permission to use Western-supplied longer-range missiles to strike military targets deep inside Russian territory -- steps that have been met with reluctance by Kyiv's allies so far.


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 16

                                    
                                    Ukraine will be a member of NATO in the future, Secretary-General of NATO Mark Rutte said Thursday in Brussels, where he is chairing a meeting of NATO ministers of defense. "At the moment it seems that it will be Ukraine as number 33 but maybe somebody else pops in front of him," Rutte said.


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 16 | 
            Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy talks to journalists during a press conference at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 16

                                    
                                    Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy talks to journalists during a press conference at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 16 | 
            Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy talks to journalists during a press conference at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 16

                                    
                                    Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy talks to journalists during a press conference at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 16 | 
            A journalist uses her phone to record a press conference of Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy during an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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            FILE - Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy attends a joint press conference during the Crimea Platform summit in Kyiv, Ukraine, on Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)
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            FILE - In this image provided by the Office of the Ukrainian Presidency, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, is watched by Rich Hansen, the commander's representative for the Scranton Army Ammunition Plant, while signing military ordnance in Scranton, Pa., Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (Office of the Ukrainian Presidency via AP, File)
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            In this photo provided by the Press Service Of The President Of Ukraine on Oct. 16, 2024, Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speaks to parliamentarians at Verkhovna Rada in Kyiv, Ukraine. (Press Service Of The President Of Ukraine via AP)
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            Ukrainian servicemen of Khartia brigade fire D-30 Howitzer towards Russian positions in Kharkiv region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Alex Babenko)
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            Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy talks to journalists during a press conference at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said Thursday his country has intelligence information that 10,000 troops from North Korea are being prepared to join Russian forces fighting against his country, warning that a third nation wading into the hostilities would turn the conflict into a "world war."
Zelenskyy did not go into further details about the claim that came a day after U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell said in Seoul that Washington and its allies are alarmed by North Korea's military support for Russia's war in Ukraine but couldn't confirm Ukrainian claims that North Korean soldiers were sent to fight for Moscow.
"We know about 10,000 soldiers of North Korea that they are preparing to send (to) fight against us," Zelenskyy said, calling any North Korean involvement "the first step to a world war."

    


The Ukrainian leader's comments raised the stakes for his Western allies as he met with European Union leaders and then NATO defense ministers to discuss his " victory plan " to end the country's devastating war with Russia.
"If we start now and follow the victory plan, we can end this war no later than next year," he told the EU leaders.




He told reporters the plan aims "to strengthen Ukraine" and pave the way for a diplomatic solution to end the conflict on Europe's eastern flank.
"This plan doesn't depend on Russian will, only on the will of our partners," he said before addressing leaders at an EU summit.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In a statement after their talks with Zelenskyy, the EU leaders called for a "rapid stepping up of military support and acceleration in its delivery, in particular air defense systems, ammunition and missiles" to protect Ukraine's population and energy infrastructure.
Zelenskyy was later shuttling across Brussels to meet with NATO defense ministers. The EU is a key supporter of Ukraine, a candidate member of the 27-nation bloc, as it fights Russia's invasion that began more than 2 1/2 years ago.

    


Zelenskyy outlined the five-point plan to Ukraine's parliament on Wednesday without disclosing confidential elements that have been presented in private to key allies, including the United States.
Major points of the plan include an invitation for Ukraine to join NATO and permission to use Western-supplied longer-range missiles to strike military targets deep inside Russia, steps that have been met with reluctance by Kyiv's allies so far.
"If we get this sign that we will be in NATO, we will feel that we are not alone," Zelenskyy said.
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, widely seen as having the warmest relations of any EU leader with Russian President Vladimir Putin, called Zelenskyy's plan "more than frightening" in a Facebook post and said he would urge major EU powers France and Germany to "begin negotiations with the Russians as soon as possible, in order to find a way out of this situation."
NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte said Thursday that Kyiv can rest "absolutely assured that 32 allies are united in making sure that collectively, we will do whatever is needed to make sure that Ukraine can prevail, that (Russian President Vladimir) Putin will not get his way."

    


Rutte reiterated that Ukraine's place is among NATO's ranks, but he would not say when it might join. 
On Wednesday, he said NATO did not have confirmation of claims of thousands of North Korean troops preparing to join the war, but said the Asian nation already is "supporting the war effort" in other ways through its ties with Russia.
Zelenskyy told EU leaders that his troops must keep battling Russian forces in Ukraine "while also bringing the war back into Russia so that Russians can feel what war is like and begin to hate Putin for it."
Zelenskyy said he needs to "move some partners forward" on the issue. "And I think only with the unity in EU we can move and can move not only EU leaders, we can move other leaders."
A draft copy of EU summit conclusions -- a text that will likely be tweaked before publication at the end of Thursday's meeting -- reaffirms the bloc's "unwavering commitment to providing continued political, financial, economic, humanitarian, military and diplomatic support to Ukraine and its people for as long as it takes and as intensely as needed. Russia must not prevail."

    


Thursday's talks in Brussels come as Ukrainian troops are struggling to hold off better-equipped Russian forces, especially in the eastern Donetsk region where they are gradually being pushed back. Kyiv is surviving with Western help, but Ukraine says it is coming too slowly.
Lithuanian President Gitanas Nauseda criticized slow Western decision-making over Ukraine and said it "would be a great mistake to think that our hesitance is the best way to de-escalation."
At their summit in Washington in July, the 32 NATO members declared Ukraine on an "irreversible" path to membership. 

    


But for now, NATO is in a holding pattern. Its biggest and most powerful member, the United States, is facing a presidential election. European allies expect little movement on Ukraine until a new president takes office in January.

Beyond that, the United States and European heavyweight Germany remain deeply concerned about being dragged into a wider war with nuclear-armed Russia, and they lead a group of countries that oppose allowing Ukraine to join NATO until the conflict ends.
___
Corder reported from The Hague, Netherlands. Associated Press reporter Geir Moulson in Berlin contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/ukraine-zelenskyy-europe-victory-plan-summit-863bd5c70816449e3c92b7c1f767a2ff
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            FILE - Palestinians line up for a free meal in Rafah, Gaza Strip, on March 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Hana Al-Rai, 3, left, who suffers from diabetes, a weakened immune system and malnutrition, rests at Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip, where she is receiving treatment, on June 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi, File)
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            FILE - Abdulrahman Al-Rai holds his daughter Hana Al-Rai, 3, who suffers from diabetes, a weakened immune system and malnutrition at Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip, where she is receiving treatment, on June 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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            FILE - Amira Al-Jojo, left, stands beside her 10-month-old son, Yousef Al-Jojo, who suffers from malnutrition at Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, where he is undergoing treatment, in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip on June 1, 2024. At right is Nuha Al-Khaldi and her child. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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            FILE - Palestinians line up for a meal in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians are waiting for aid trucks to cross in central Gaza Strip on May 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - An aircraft airdrops humanitarian aid over the northern Gaza Strip, as seen from central Gaza, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians are storming trucks loaded with humanitarian aid brought in through a new U.S.-built pier, in the central Gaza Strip, May 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - Humanitarian aid is airdropped to Palestinians over Gaza City, Gaza Strip, Monday, March 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Essa, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians are storming trucks loaded with humanitarian aid brought in through a new U.S.-built pier, in the central Gaza Strip, May 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians collect food aid ahead of the upcoming Eid al-Adha holiday in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, on June 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi, File)
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            FILE - Palestinian men collect food aid ahead of the upcoming Eid al-Adha holiday in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, on June 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians line up for a free meal in Rafah, Gaza Strip, on March 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Hana Al-Rai, 3, left, who suffers from diabetes, a weakened immune system and malnutrition, rests at Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip, where she is receiving treatment, on June 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi, File)
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            FILE - Abdulrahman Al-Rai holds his daughter Hana Al-Rai, 3, who suffers from diabetes, a weakened immune system and malnutrition at Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip, where she is receiving treatment, on June 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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            FILE - Amira Al-Jojo, left, stands beside her 10-month-old son, Yousef Al-Jojo, who suffers from malnutrition at Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, where he is undergoing treatment, in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip on June 1, 2024. At right is Nuha Al-Khaldi and her child. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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            FILE - Palestinians line up for a meal in Rafah, Gaza Strip, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians are waiting for aid trucks to cross in central Gaza Strip on May 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - An aircraft airdrops humanitarian aid over the northern Gaza Strip, as seen from central Gaza, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians are storming trucks loaded with humanitarian aid brought in through a new U.S.-built pier, in the central Gaza Strip, May 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - Humanitarian aid is airdropped to Palestinians over Gaza City, Gaza Strip, Monday, March 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Essa, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians are storming trucks loaded with humanitarian aid brought in through a new U.S.-built pier, in the central Gaza Strip, May 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians collect food aid ahead of the upcoming Eid al-Adha holiday in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, on June 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi, File)
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            FILE - Palestinian men collect food aid ahead of the upcoming Eid al-Adha holiday in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, on June 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi, File)
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                                        The Gaza Strip is still at risk of famine more than a year into the Israel-Hamas war, even as the number of people facing the most extreme level of hunger has declined in recent months, the international authority on hunger crises said Thursday.
The findings come after the United States warned Israel that it might cut off military aid if its ally does not do more to address the humanitarian crisis in Gaza. Hundreds of thousands of people there are displaced from their homes and packed into squalid tent camps and schools-turned-shelters.
In recent weeks Israel has once again ordered the evacuation of the northern third of Gaza, and it launched another major military operation there. It allowed no food to enter the north for roughly the first two weeks of October before resuming shipments on Monday.
According to the military's own figures, a little over 5,800 tons of food have entered all of Gaza so far this month, compared to nearly 76,000 in September, and not all of those shipments have reached people inside. More than 500 trucks remain trapped on the Gaza side of the border, where the U.N. says it has difficulty retrieving the cargo because of Israeli military operations, lawlessness and other obstacles.

    


In a statement announcing a second shipment on Wednesday, the military said it will continue to act in accordance with international law "to facilitate and ease the entry of humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip."




86% of Gaza's population faces crisis-level hunger or worse
The latest findings on hunger in Gaza were released by the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification, or IPC, an initiative set up in 2004 during the famine in Somalia that involves more than a dozen U.N. agencies, aid organizations, governments and other groups. It has repeatedly warned of famine over the course of the yearlong war, which was triggered by Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack into southern Israel.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Over 1.8 million people, or around 86% of Gaza's population, are experiencing crisis levels of hunger, defined as Phase 3 or higher on the IPC's five-point scale. Some 133,000 people, or around 6%, are at Phase 5, the highest level, known as catastrophic hunger. That is down from earlier periods of the war, when nearly a third of the population was at Phase 5. 

    


The IPC warned the situation could rapidly deteriorate, and that it expects catastrophic hunger levels to double in the coming months. It cited a slowdown in aid in recent weeks, the onset of what is typically a cold and rainy winter, and the harsh conditions people face in crowded tent camps with little in the way of food, clean water or toilets.
"One year into the conflict, the risk of famine persists throughout the whole Gaza Strip as conflict intensifies and winter approaches," it said in the report.
Israel has controlled Gaza's entire land border since May. The Israeli military body in charge of civilian affairs, known as COGAT, says it places no limits on humanitarian aid entering the territory and accuses U.N. agencies and aid groups of failing to promptly deliver it.
Those groups say their efforts are severely hampered by Israeli restrictions, ongoing fighting and displacement, and the breakdown of law and order in many areas.

    


At a public kitchen in central Gaza on Thursday, crowds of women and children lined up with empty pots to receive a thin tomato soup with peas and noodles.
"It's been two weeks since we had enough food for ourselves and our children. A lot of food items disappeared from the markets because the crossings are closed," said Mohammed Abed, who was displaced from Gaza City, in the northern part of the territory.
"We used to live a decent life, but now as you can see, we stand at kitchens to get a plate of food and bread," said Aisha Saliby, who was also displaced from Gaza City. "End the war and let us go back home safely."
Israel cut aid to the north for 2 weeks as it launched another offensive
Israel allowed no food to enter northern Gaza for the first two weeks of October, according to the U.N.'s World Food Program, as it waged a major military operation there that is still ongoing. U.N. humanitarian officials said last week that aid entering Gaza is at its lowest level in months.

    


Most residents of northern Gaza fled after evacuation warnings at the start of the war, and Israel has not allowed them to return. An estimated 400,000 people have remained there despite the harsh conditions. Palestinians say nowhere in the besieged territory feels safe.
Many fear Israel will implement a surrender-or-starve plan proposed by former generals calling for a cutoff in aid, and for anyone who ignores evacuation orders to be classified as a militant. The Israeli government has not said whether it has adopted the plan, which rights groups say would violate international law. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The IPC report said the latest evacuation orders "have significantly disrupted humanitarian operations, and repeated displacements have steadily worn down people's ability to cope and access food, water and medicine, deepening the vulnerability of entire communities."

    


In a letter over the weekend, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin warned Israel that if it did not increase the amount of humanitarian aid allowed into Gaza within the next 30 days it could risk losing U.S. weapons supplies for the ongoing wars against Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon.
A similar letter sent in April -- after an Israeli strike killed seven aid workers -- led to an increase in humanitarian aid to the territory. But State Department spokesman Matthew Miller said this week that the supply dwindled again, falling by over 50% from its peak earlier this year.
Israel has so far allowed two shipments into northern Gaza this week -- a total of 80 trucks -- and it says around 430 trucks have entered through the southern Kerem Shalom Crossing since the start of the month. That is far below the 350 trucks a day that the U.S. said were needed.

The United States has spent nearly $18 billion on military aid to Israel since the war in Gaza began, according to a report for Brown University's Costs of War project.
___
Magdy reported from Cairo. Associated Press reporter Wafaa Shurafa in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip contributed.
___
Find more of AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war.
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Russian lawmakers give initial approval to a bill targeting those who advocate not having children
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                    In this photo released by The State Duma, Lower House of the Russian Parliament Press Service, a view of a session of the State Duma, in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2024. (The State Duma, Lower House of the Russian Parliament Press Service via AP)
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- Russia's lower house of parliament on Thursday gave quick initial approval to a bill outlawing "propaganda" that discourages people from having children, the latest in a slew of restrictive laws  as the Kremlin tightens control over the society amid the fighting in Ukraine.
The new legislation, which requires two more readings in the State Duma and the upper house's vetting before being sent to President Vladimir Putin for final approval, criminalizes spreading information that advocates voluntary childlessness and makes it punishable by fines of up to 5 million rubles ($50,000). 
Measure proponents contend that public arguments against having children are part of purported Western efforts to weaken Russia by encouraging population decline.
"It's an element of professional propaganda, part of a hybrid war aimed at population reduction," said Elvira Aitkulova, one of the bill's authors.

    


Aitkulova declared the bill is intended to "cleanse the information space from destructive content" and "create a favorable information environment for our families."
"This is a strategic bill for the sake of a strong, productive and healthy future," she said before lawmakers unanimously voted to tentatively approve the bill. 




State Duma speaker Vyacheslav Volodin described it as part of authorities' efforts to protect "traditional values."
He dismissed warnings from the bill's critics that it would trample on freedom of expression, saying that "we are defending children, families and our values."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Putin and his top officials in recent years have increasingly called for observing so-called "traditional values." As Russia's population declines, Putin has made statements advocating large families and last year urged women to have as many as eight children.
Since he sent troops into Ukraine in February 2022, the Kremlin leader has repeatedly characterized the West as "satanic" and accused it of trying to undermine Russia by exporting liberal ideologies.

    


In 2022, Putin signed a law prohibiting the distribution of LGBTQ information to people of all ages, expanding a ban issued in 2013 on disseminating the material to minors.
And last year, the Russian Supreme Court outlawed the so-called "international LGBTQ movement" as extremist. Some Russians since then have been jailed for short periods or fined for displaying rainbow-themed material.

Last month, Russian lawmakers gave preliminary approval to a bill prohibiting the adoption of Russian children by citizens of countries where gender transitioning is legal.
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The Biden administration has now canceled loans for more than 1 million public workers
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                    FILE - President Joe Biden speaks about student loan debt, April 8, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A student loan cancellation program for public workers has granted relief to more than 1 million Americans -- up from just 7,000 who were approved before it was updated by the Biden administration two years ago. 
President Joe Biden announced the milestone on Thursday, saying his administration restored a promise to America's teachers, firefighters, nurses and other public servants. He celebrated it even as his broader student loan plans remain halted by courts following legal challenges by Republican-led states.
"For too long, the government failed to live up to its commitments," Biden said in a statement. "We vowed to fix that, and because of actions from our administration, now over 1 million public service workers have gotten the relief they are entitled to under the law."
The Public Service Loan Forgiveness program was created in 2007, promising college graduates that the remainder of their federal student loans would be zeroed out after 10 years working in government or nonprofit jobs. But starting in 2017, the vast majority of applicants were rejected because of complicated and little-known eligibility rules.

    


A 2018 report from the Government Accountability Office found that 99% of applicants were denied, often because they weren't in the right loan repayment plan or because their payments had temporarily been paused through deferment or forbearance -- periods that weren't counted toward the 10 years of public work.




The GAO faulted the Education Department for failing to make the rules clear.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The program was the subject of legal and political battles, with Democrats in Congress calling on the Trump administration to loosen the rules and uphold the spirit of the program. Betsy DeVos, the education secretary at the time, countered that she was faithfully following the rules passed by Congress.
Declaring that the program was "broken," the Biden administration in 2021 offered a temporary waiver allowing borrowers to get credit for past periods of deferment or forbearance, among other changes. A year later, the Education Department updated the rules to expand eligibility more permanently.

    


Since then, waves of borrowers have been approved for cancellation as they reach the 10-year finish line. On Thursday, 60,000 more hit the mark, pushing the total past 1 million. When Biden took office, just 7,000 borrowers had been granted relief over the previous four years.
In all, the program has erased $74 billion in loans for public workers.
"I want to send a message to college students across America that pursuing a career in public service is not only a noble calling but a reliable pathway to becoming debt-free within a decade," Education Secretary Miguel Cardona said in a statement.
After facing legal challenges to Biden's own student loan plans, his administration has increasingly shifted attention to the record sums of loan cancellation granted through existing programs.
In total, the administration says it has now canceled $175 billion for about 5 million borrowers. Public Service Loan Forgiveness accounts for the largest share of that relief, while others have had their loans canceled through income-driven payment plans and through a 1994 rule offering relief to students who were cheated by their schools.

    


Biden campaigned on a promise of widespread student loan cancellation, but last year the Supreme Court blocked his proposal to cancel up to $20,000 for 40 million Americans. Biden ordered his Education Department to try again using a different legal justification, but a judge in Missouri temporarily halted the plan after several Republican states challenged it.
___

The Associated Press' education coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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US long-range B-2 stealth bombers target underground bunkers of Yemen's Houthi rebels

    US long-range B-2 stealth bombers target underground bunkers of Yemen's Houthi rebels
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            In this photo released by U.S. Air National Guard, a U.S. Air Force B-2 Spirit stealth bomber takes off from a Royal Australian Air Force base in Amberley, Australia, Sept. 11, 2024. (Staff Sgt. Whitney Erhart/U.S. Air National Guard via AP)
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            This is a locator map for Yemen with its capital, Sanaa. (AP Photo)
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            This is a locator map for Yemen with its capital, Sanaa. (AP Photo)
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- The U.S. military unleashed B-2 stealth bombers to target underground bunkers used by Yemen's Houthi rebels early Thursday, a major escalation in the American response to the rebels' attacks on Mideast shipping lanes that appeared to be a warning to Iran as well. 
While it wasn't immediately clear how much damage the strikes caused, the attack appeared to be the first use of the B-2 in combat in years and the first time the flying wing targeted sites in Yemen. 
In announcing the strikes against the Houthis, who have been attacking ships for months in the Red Sea corridor over the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip, U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin made a point to offer a warning likely heard in Tehran as well. 
"This was a unique demonstration of the United States' ability to target facilities that our adversaries seek to keep out of reach, no matter how deeply buried underground, hardened or fortified," Austin said.

    


Iran, the Houthis' main benefactor, has targeted Israel with ballistic missile attacks twice over the past year. The B-2 would be used in any American attack on hardened Iranian nuclear facilities like Natanz or Fordo given it is the only aircraft in service that can drop the GBU-57, known as the "Massive Ordnance Penetrator."




Iran offered no immediate comment on the strike Thursday. Its foreign minister has been visiting Arab nations ahead of an expected Israeli retaliatory strike over Tehran's Oct. 1 missile assault. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Houthis' al-Masirah satellite news channel reported airstrikes around Yemen's capital, Sanaa, which the group has held since 2014. They also reported strikes around the Houthi stronghold of Saada. They offered no immediate information on damage or casualties. 
Austin said the B-2 bombers targeted "five hardened underground weapons storage locations in Houthi-controlled areas of Yemen." Both he and the U.S. military's Central Command offered no immediate assessment on the damage done. However, Central Command said it believed no civilians had been killed. 

    


The Red Sea has become a battlefield for shippers since the Houthis began their campaign targeting ships traveling through the waterway, which once saw $1 trillion of cargo pass through it yearly.
Houthis have targeted more than 80 merchant vessels with missiles and drones since the war in Gaza started in October 2023. They have seized one vessel and sunk two in the campaign that has also killed four sailors. Other missiles and drones have either been intercepted by a U.S.-led coalition in the Red Sea or failed to reach their targets, which have included Western military vessels.
The rebels maintain that they target ships linked to Israel, the U.S. or the United Kingdom to force an end to Israel's campaign against Hamas in Gaza. However, many of the ships attacked have little or no connection to the conflict, including some bound for Iran.
The Houthis also continue to launch missiles targeting Israel and have shot down U.S. military MQ-9 Reaper drones. The rebels have threatened new attacks in response to Israel's ground invasion of Lebanon and its killing of Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah. 

    


Hamas' initial Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Israel that sparked the war killed some 1,200 people and saw 250 others taken hostage. Israeli miltary action in the time since has killed over 42,000 Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, hundreds more in the West Bank and over 2,300 people in Lebanon. Meanwhile, the combat edges ever closer to a full-on regional war.
The locations named by the Houthis on Thursday correspond to known underground bases operated by the rebels, who have been locked into a stalemated war with a Saudi-led coalition since 2015 that's decimated the Arab world's poorest nation.
The Houthis have refurbished tunnels that once held Scud missiles when Yemen was ruled by strongman Ali Abdullah Saleh, according to an analysis in April by the International Institute for Strategic Studies. Those sites include the al-Hafa and Jebel Attan military bases, the former Presidential House and the Yemen state television compound in Sanaa, analyst Fabian Hinz wrote.

    


The Houthis have built what appears to be their own large-scale tunnel network near Saada as well, Hinz added. 
"The fact that the Houthis began constructing major new installations after the agreement of the cease-fire with the Saudi-led coalition suggests that the group is focused on entrenching themselves and bolstering their military capabilities," he wrote. Iran similarly relies on a network of underground missile bases.
The nuclear-capable B-2, which first saw action in 1999 in the Kosovo War, is rarely used by the U.S. military in combat as each aircraft is worth some $1 billion. It has dropped bombs in Afghanistan, Iraq and Libya as well. The aircraft are based at Whiteman Air Base in Missouri and typically conduct long-range strikes from there, though some B-2s were in Australia in September.

    


The U.S. last used the B-2 in combat in 2017 against Islamic State group targets in Libya, killing more than 80 fighters in a mission defense officials at the time said disrupted possible militant attacks in Europe. 
The B-2's use in Yemen comes just two days after U.N. Special Envoy Hans Grundberg warned Yemen's frozen war could heat back up given the Mideast wars and the Houthis' taking captive U.N. and aid workers in an internationally criticized crackdown. 

"This cycle of retaliation is pulling Yemen deeper into the regional conflict, jeopardizing its hopes for peace and stability," Grundberg said Tuesday. "Moreover, it distracts from the urgent need to address Yemen's own internal crisis."
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            FILE - President Donald Trump brings Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky., on stage during a campaign rally in Lexington, Ky., Nov. 4, 2019. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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            Sen. Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., talks after a policy luncheon on Capitol Hill Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)
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            Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., arrives to meet with reporters after a closed-door meeting with fellow Republicans, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Mitch McConnell said after the 2020 election that then-President Donald Trump was "stupid as well as being ill-tempered," a "despicable human being" and a "narcissist," according to excerpts from a new biography of the Senate Republican leader that will be released this month. 
McConnell made the remarks in private as part of a series of personal oral histories that he made available to Michael Tackett, deputy Washington bureau chief of The Associated Press. Tackett's book, "The Price of Power," draws from almost three decades of McConnell's recorded diaries and from years of interviews with the normally reticent Kentucky Republican. 
The animosity between Trump and McConnell is well known -- Trump once called McConnell " a dour, sullen, and unsmiling political hack." But McConnell's private comments are by far his most brutal assessment of the former president and could be seized on by Democrats before the Nov. 5 election. The biography will be released Oct. 29, one week before Election Day that will decide if Trump returns to the White House.

    


Despite those strong words, McConnell has endorsed Trump's 2024 run, saying earlier this year "it should come as no surprise" that he would support the Republican party's nominee. He shook Trump's hand in June when Trump visited GOP senators on Capitol Hill. 




McConnell, 82, announced this year that he will step aside as Republican leader after the election but stay in the Senate through the end of his term in 2026. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
McConnell was 'counting the days' until Trump left office
The comments about Trump quoted in the book came in the weeks before the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol. Trump was then actively trying to overturn his loss to Democrat Joe Biden. McConnell feared this would hurt Republicans in two Georgia runoffs and cost them the Senate majority. Democrats won both races.
Publicly, McConnell had congratulated Biden after the Electoral College certified the presidential vote and the senator warned his fellow Republicans not to challenge the results. But he did not say much else. Privately, he said in his oral history that "it's not just the Democrats who are counting the days" until Trump left office, and that Trump's behavior "only underscores the good judgment of the American people. They've had just enough of the misrepresentations, the outright lies almost on a daily basis, and they fired him." 

    


"And for a narcissist like him," McConnell continued, "that's been really hard to take, and so his behavior since the election has been even worse, by far, than it was before, because he has no filter now at all." 
Before those Georgia runoffs, McConnell said Trump is "stupid as well as being ill-tempered and can't even figure out where his own best interests lie."
Trump was also holding up a coronavirus aid package at the time, despite bipartisan support. "This despicable human being," McConnell said in his oral history, "is sitting on this package of relief that the American people desperately need." 
On Jan. 6, soon after he made those comments, McConnell was holed up in a secure location with other congressional leaders, calling Vice President Mike Pence and military officials for reinforcements as Trump supporters stormed the Capitol. Once the Senate resumed debate over the certification of Biden's victory, McConnell said in a speech on the floor that "this failed attempt to obstruct the Congress, this failed insurrection, only underscores how crucial the task before us is for our republic." 

    


McConnell then went to his office to address his staff, some of whom had barricaded themselves in the office as rioters banged on their doors. He started to sob softly as he thanked them, Tackett writes. 
"You are my family, and I hate the fact that you had to go through this," he told them. 
The next month, McConnell gave his harshest public criticism of Trump on the Senate floor, saying he was " practically and morally responsible " for the Jan. 6 attack. Still, McConnell voted to acquit Trump after House Democrats impeached him for inciting the riot. 

    


Years of doubts and criticism
In a statement to the AP on Thursday, McConnell referenced two fellow Republican senators -- JD Vance of Ohio, the vice presidential nominee, and Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, both of whom are strong Trump allies after harshly criticizing him during his first run in 2016.
"Whatever I may have said about President Trump pales in comparison to what JD Vance, Lindsey Graham, and others have said about him, but we are all on the same team now," McConnell said. 
McConnell also had doubts about Trump from the start. Just after Trump was elected in 2016, as Congress was certifying the election, McConnell told Biden, then the outgoing vice president, that he thought Trump could be trouble, Tackett writes. 
The book channels McConnell's inner thoughts during some of the biggest moments after Trump took office, as McConnell held his tongue and as the two men repeatedly fought and made up. 

    


In 2017, as Trump publicly criticized McConnell for the Senate's failure to repeal the Affordable Care Act, Trump and McConnell had a heated argument on the phone. Weeks went by with no contact. Then Trump invited McConnell to the White House and called a joint news conference without telling him first. McConnell said the event went fine, and "it's not hard to look more knowledgeable than Donald Trump at a press conference."
After the passage of a $1.5 billion tax overhaul that same year, McConnell said, "All of a sudden, I'm Trump's new best friend."
He blamed Trump after House Republicans lost their majority in the 2018 midterm elections, Tackett writes. Trump "has every characteristic you would not want a president to have," McConnell said in an oral history at the time, and was "not very smart, irascible, nasty." 
In 2022, as Trump continued to criticize McConnell and made racist comments about his wife, former Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao, McConnell told Tackett that "I can't think of anybody I'd rather be criticized by than this sleazeball."
"Every time he takes a shot at me, I think it's good for my reputation," McConnell said. 

Also in 2022, McConnell said in his oral history that Trump's behavior since losing the election had been "beyond erratic" as he kept pushing false allegations of voter fraud. "Unfortunately, about half the Republicans in the country believe whatever he says," McConnell said. 
By 2024, McConnell had again endorsed Trump. He felt he had to if he were to continue to play a role in shaping the nation's agenda. 
"It was the price he paid for power," Tackett writes. 
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Biden making quick trip to Germany before US election to discuss Ukraine and democracy with allies
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                    President Joe Biden speaks at a reception marking Italian-American Heritage Month, in the East Room of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden has long believed diplomacy is about personal relationships -- and he'll spend Friday in Berlin with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz as his time in office is on the cusp of ending.
There is also a planned meeting with other leaders in the "European Quad," a group that in addition to Biden and Scholz includes French President Emmanuel Macron and British Prime Minister Keir Starmer.
White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre described Biden as having a "close relationship" with Scholz, who early this year helped broker a multi-country prisoner swap that brought back to the United States the journalist Evan Gershkovich and former Marine Paul Whelan. The German leader told Biden before the deal in words to the effect, "For you, I will do this."
"We have worked together closely to strengthen our economies for both our people and provide critical support for Ukraine as it continues to defend itself against Russian aggression," Jean-Pierre said at Wednesday's White House briefing. "The president really wanted to make sure to go to Germany to thank Chancellor Scholz directly."

    


But Biden's whirlwind trip starting on Thursday is hardly just a social visit. 




The United States and Germany have been the largest two sources of aid to Ukraine as it fights to repel a Russian invasion. And with less than three weeks before the U.S. presidential election, Biden also feels obligated to ready allies for the possible return to the White House of Republican Donald Trump, who has antagonized U.S. friends while displaying an appreciation for Russian President Vladimir Putin.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The administration said Biden has no plans while in Europe to meet with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, but the two spoke on Wednesday about additional military aid, with the White House announcing $425 million in assistance, bringing the total support to more than $64 billion over two and a half years.

    


In addition to Ukraine, Biden and Scholz plan to discuss European Union relations, democratic values, trade and technology issues, global supply chains, tensions in the Middle East and security issues in the Indo-Pacific region. While in Germany, Biden will also meet with its president, Frank-Walter Steinmeier.
Earlier this month, the U.S. president had delayed a trip planned to Germany and Angola in order to oversee relief efforts ahead of Hurricane Milton making landfall in Florida. He now plans to go to Angola in December.
His trip to Germany comes as Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic nominee, has entered an aggressive sprint to persuade and turn out voters in an election that could ultimately determine the future of Biden's legacy of having strengthened NATO and built up relations in Asia to counter China's influence.
Trump has questioned America's commitment to defending NATO allies who are attacked, something that Biden called "un-American" in February.
"The whole world heard it and the worst thing is he means it," the president said.
Trump has talked about applying tariffs on imports from U.S. allies in Europe and Asia, which could potentially strain relations with countries that could counter Russia, China and other rivals. 

    


"Our allies have taken advantage of us more so than our enemies," Trump said Tuesday at the Economic Club of Chicago.
Trump declined to say whether he's continued to speak with Putin since losing the 2020 election but added that it would not be a negative if he and the Russian leader had been in touch. Bob Woodward in his new book "War" reported that Trump and Putin have spoken seven times. 

"But I will tell you that if I did, it's a smart thing," Trump said. "If I'm friendly with people, if I can have a relationship with people, that's a good thing and not a bad thing in terms of a country."
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    North Korea says its revised constitution defines South Korea as 'hostile state' for first time

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 12 | 
            North Korea confirmed Thursday that its recently revised constitution defines South Korea as "a hostile state" for the first time, two days after it blew up front-line road and rail links that once connected the country with the South. The back-to-back developments indicate North Korea is intent on escalating animosities against South Korea, increasing the danger of possible clashes at their tense border areas.
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            North Korea blew up the northern parts of inter-Korean roads no longer in use on Tuesday, South Korea said, after the rivals exchanged threats of destruction amid rising animosities over North Korea's claim that South Korea flew drones over its capital.
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            This photo provided by the North Korean government, shows a demolition of parts of the northern sections of unused road and rail links that once connected the country with the South, seen from North Korea Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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            This photo provided by the North Korean government, shows a demolition of parts of the northern sections of unused road and rail links that once connected the country with the South, seen from North Korea Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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            A South Korean army K-9 self-propelled howitzer moves in Paju, South Korea, near the border with North Korea, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            South Korean army K-9 self-propelled howitzers move in Paju, South Korea, near the border with North Korea, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            South Korean army K-9 self-propelled howitzers park in Paju, South Korea, near the border with North Korea, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            A visitor looks at a map of railroad and road between two Koreas cities, South's Munsan and North's Kaesong, at the Imjingak Pavilion in Paju, South Korea, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A visitor uses binoculars to see the North Korean side from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Barricades are placed near the Unification Bridge, which leads to the Panmunjom in the Demilitarized Zone in Paju, South Korea, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Barricades are placed near the Unification Bridge, which leads to the Panmunjom in the Demilitarized Zone in Paju, South Korea, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A visitor walks by a map of railroad and road between two Koreas cities, South's Munsan and North's Kaesong, at the Imjingak Pavilion in Paju, South Korea, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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                                    North Korea confirmed Thursday that its recently revised constitution defines South Korea as "a hostile state" for the first time, two days after it blew up front-line road and rail links that once connected the country with the South. The back-to-back developments indicate North Korea is intent on escalating animosities against South Korea, increasing the danger of possible clashes at their tense border areas.
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            This photo provided by the North Korean government, shows a demolition of parts of the northern sections of unused road and rail links that once connected the country with the South, seen from North Korea Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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            This photo provided by the North Korean government, shows a demolition of parts of the northern sections of unused road and rail links that once connected the country with the South, seen from North Korea Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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            A South Korean army K-9 self-propelled howitzer moves in Paju, South Korea, near the border with North Korea, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            South Korean army K-9 self-propelled howitzers move in Paju, South Korea, near the border with North Korea, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            South Korean army K-9 self-propelled howitzers park in Paju, South Korea, near the border with North Korea, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            A visitor looks at a map of railroad and road between two Koreas cities, South's Munsan and North's Kaesong, at the Imjingak Pavilion in Paju, South Korea, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A visitor uses binoculars to see the North Korean side from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Barricades are placed near the Unification Bridge, which leads to the Panmunjom in the Demilitarized Zone in Paju, South Korea, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Barricades are placed near the Unification Bridge, which leads to the Panmunjom in the Demilitarized Zone in Paju, South Korea, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            A visitor walks by a map of railroad and road between two Koreas cities, South's Munsan and North's Kaesong, at the Imjingak Pavilion in Paju, South Korea, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 12

                                    
                                    A visitor walks by a map of railroad and road between two Koreas cities, South's Munsan and North's Kaesong, at the Imjingak Pavilion in Paju, South Korea, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            HYUNG-JIN KIM

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- North Korea confirmed Thursday that its recently revised constitution defines South Korea as "a hostile state" for the first time, two days after it blew up front-line road and rail links that once connected the country with the South.
The back-to-back developments indicate North Korea is intent on escalating animosities against South Korea, increasing the danger of possible clashes at their tense border areas, though it's highly unlikely for the North to launch full-scale attacks in the face of more superior U.S. and South Korea forces.
The official Korean Central News Agency said Thursday that its recent demolition of parts of the northern sections of the inter-Korean road and rail links was "an inevitable and legitimate measure taken in keeping with the requirement of the DPRK constitution which clearly defines the ROK as a hostile state."

    


DPRK stands for Democratic People's Republic of Korea, the North's official name, while ROK stands for Republic of Korea, the South's formal name. 
South Korea's Unification Ministry condemned North Korea's constitutional reference to South Korea as a hostile state, calling it "an anti-unification, anti-national act." It said the South Korean government will sternly respond to any provocations by North Korea and unwaveringly push for a peaceful Korean unification based on the basic principle of freedom and democracy. 




North Korea's rubber-stamp parliament met for two days last week to rewrite the constitution but state media hadn't provided many details about the session. Leader Kim Jong Un had earlier called for the constitutional change at that parliamentary meeting to designate South Korea as the country's main enemy, remove the goal of a peaceful Korean unification and define North Korea's sovereign, territorial sphere.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Thursday's KCNA dispatch gave no further details of the new constitution, except the description of South Korea. 

    


"There may still be an internal propaganda review underway about the appropriate way to disclose the constitutional revisions, but this confirmation was expected," said Ankit Panda, an expert with the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. 
Kim's order in January to rewrite the constitution caught many foreign experts by surprise because it was seen as eliminating the idea of shared statehood between the war-divided Koreas and breaking away with his predecessors' long-cherished dreams of peacefully achieving a unified Korea on the North's terms. In the past months, North Korea has torn down monuments symbolizing rapprochement with South Korea and abolished state agencies handling inter-Korean relations.
Some experts say Kim likely aims to guard against South Korean cultural influence and bolster his family's dynastic rule. Others say Kim wants legal room to use his nuclear weapons against South Korea by making it as a foreign enemy state, not a partner for potential unification which shares a sense of national homogeneity. They say Kim may also want to seek direct dealings with the U.S. in future diplomacy on its nuclear program, not via South Korea. 

    


"North Korea has fallen so far behind the South that any social exchange or financial integration might look like paths to unification by absorption," said Leif-Eric Easley, professor of international studies at Ewha Womans University in Seoul. 
"Pyongyang's rejection of peaceful Korean unification is thus a strategy for regime survival and maintaining domestic control. This not only bodes ill for diplomacy but could also become an ideology motivating military aggression against Seoul," Easley said.
KCNA, citing North Korea's Defense Ministry, reported that North Korea on Tuesday blew up the 60-meter (197 feet)-long sections of two pairs of the roads and railway routes -- one pair on the western portion of the inter-Korean border and the other on the eastern side of the border. 
Largely built with South Korean money, the road and rail links were once a major symbol of now-dormant inter-Korean reconciliation movements. In the 2000s, the two Koreas reconnected the road and rail routes for the first time since the end of the 1950-53 Korean War, but their operations were halted later as the rivals bickered over North Korea's nuclear ambitions and other issues. 

    


Last week, North Korea said it would permanently block its border with South Korea and build front-line defense structures. South Korean officials said North Korea had been adding anti-tank barriers and laying mines along the border since earlier this year. 
Animosities between the Koreas increased in recent days, with North Korea accusing South Korea of flying drones over its capital Pyongyang three times this month and vowing strong military responses if similar incidents happen again. South Korea has refused to confirm whether it sent drones but warned that North Korea will face a regime demise if the safety of South Korean citizens is threatened. 

    


Many observers say North Korea won't likely launch a full-blown war because it knows its military is outgunned by the U.S. and South Korean forces, and that North Korea ultimately aims to use its advancing nuclear program as leverage to wrest sanctions relief from the U.S. But they say a miscalculation could still lead to border clashes. 
Intense outside attention has been on whether the North Korean constitutional change includes new legal, territorial claims around the Koreas' disputed western sea boundary, the site where several deadly skirmishes and bloodsheds happened in the past 25 years.

"South Korea and the United States need not overreact to North Korean moves. The recent drone incident raises the possibility of miscalculation and escalation," Panda, the expert, said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/north-korea-constitution-change-enemy-12a1ec860d84b106265d35676cb1a0b3
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani celebrates his three-run home run against the New York Mets during the eighth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Enrique Hernandez celebrates his two-run home run against the New York Mets during the sixth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani hits a three-run home run against the New York Mets during the eighth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            4 of 19 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani celebrates his three-run home run against the New York Mets during the eighth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani celebrates his three-run home run against the New York Mets during the eighth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Walker Buehler throws against the New York Mets during the first inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Walker Buehler and catcher Will Smith celebrate after New York Mets' Francisco Lindor strike out with the bases loaded to end the second inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            8 of 19 | 
            New York Mets pitcher Luis Severino walks to the dugout during the first inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Max Muncy is safe past New York Mets second baseman Jose Iglesias during the second inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            10 of 19 | 
            New York Mets' Luis Severino is taken out of the game against the Los Angeles Dodgers during the fifth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            11 of 19 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani reacts after getting hit by a foul ball against the New York Mets during the sixth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani celebrates his three-run home run against the New York Mets during the eighth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            13 of 19 | 
            The New York Mets line up for introductions before Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            14 of 19 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Tommy Edman hits a sacrifice fly during the second inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series against the New York Mets, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            15 of 19 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Michael Kopech throws against the New York Mets during the fifth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            16 of 19 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Teoscar Hernandez breaks is bat and flys out against the New York Mets during the third inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            17 of 19 | 
            Fans cheer during the second inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series between the Los Angeles Dodgers and the New York Mets, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            18 of 19 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani celebrates his three-run home run against the New York Mets during the eighth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            19 of 19 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani celebrates his three-run home run against the New York Mets during the eighth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Shohei Ohtani homers as the Dodgers rout the Mets 8-0 for a 2-1 lead in the NLCS

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 19 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani celebrates his three-run home run against the New York Mets during the eighth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Enrique Hernandez celebrates his two-run home run against the New York Mets during the sixth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani hits a three-run home run against the New York Mets during the eighth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani celebrates his three-run home run against the New York Mets during the eighth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani celebrates his three-run home run against the New York Mets during the eighth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Walker Buehler throws against the New York Mets during the first inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Walker Buehler and catcher Will Smith celebrate after New York Mets' Francisco Lindor strike out with the bases loaded to end the second inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            New York Mets pitcher Luis Severino walks to the dugout during the first inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Max Muncy is safe past New York Mets second baseman Jose Iglesias during the second inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            New York Mets' Luis Severino is taken out of the game against the Los Angeles Dodgers during the fifth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani reacts after getting hit by a foul ball against the New York Mets during the sixth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani celebrates his three-run home run against the New York Mets during the eighth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            The New York Mets line up for introductions before Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 19

                                    
                                    The New York Mets line up for introductions before Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 19 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Tommy Edman hits a sacrifice fly during the second inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series against the New York Mets, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Michael Kopech throws against the New York Mets during the fifth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Teoscar Hernandez breaks is bat and flys out against the New York Mets during the third inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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                                    Los Angeles Dodgers' Teoscar Hernandez breaks is bat and flys out against the New York Mets during the third inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 19 | 
            Fans cheer during the second inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series between the Los Angeles Dodgers and the New York Mets, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani celebrates his three-run home run against the New York Mets during the eighth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani celebrates his three-run home run against the New York Mets during the eighth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- By the time Shohei Ohtani stepped to the plate in the eighth inning Wednesday night, the Los Angeles Dodgers were already in control.
Once the ball left his bat, Game 3 of the National League Championship Series was over.
Ohtani launched a three-run homer and the Dodgers pulled away for an 8-0 victory against the choppy New York Mets that gave them a 2-1 lead in the best-of-seven series.
Kike Hernandez hit a two-run shot to make it 4-0 in the sixth with his 15th career postseason homer and waved to the Citi Field crowd he quieted. Los Angeles rebounded from a loss at home by pitching its fourth shutout in the past five playoff games.
"These guys are locked in. And they understand they have a job to do to prevent runs," Dodgers manager Dave Roberts said. "And I think we're playing good defense, too."
Game 4 is Thursday night in Queens, with $325 million rookie Yoshinobu Yamamoto scheduled to start for Los Angeles against veteran left-hander Jose Quintana.

    


Ohtani connected for a towering 410-foot drive that soared into the second deck in right field. He gave a little lean at home plate as he watched the ball barely stay fair above the foul pole. 




Max Muncy went deep in the ninth for his 13th career postseason homer, tying Corey Seager and Justin Turner for the franchise record. Muncy also connected in Game 2.
"It's definitely a blessing. I can't be thankful enough that I've had the opportunity to play enough games to be able to accrue those numbers," he said. "Thankful to be able to be on a team and an organization that gets to the postseason every single year."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Dodgers starter Walker Buehler struck out Francisco Lindor on a full-count knuckle curve to leave the bases loaded in the second. 
A fired-up Buehler shouted as he walked off the mound, and then again in Lindor's direction.
"That was the pitch of the game," Roberts said. "Obviously, the crowd was into it. They were gaining momentum. To get the breaking ball down below the zone and get a great hitter out was huge. And I think that just kind of speaks to experience."

    


No. 9 batter Francisco Alvarez fanned right before Lindor and went down looking all three times up. New York stranded six runners in the first three innings against Buehler when the game was still close. 
"Walker, he's a different animal in the postseason. I don't care what his regular-season numbers are, especially this year coming off the second Tommy John (surgery)," Muncy said. "We all knew once we got into this setting he was going to be Walker Buehler, and he was definitely that tonight."
Winless since May 18 during an injury-plagued season, Buehler made his 17th career postseason start. He struck out six in four innings of three-hit ball after failing to whiff a single batter during his Division Series loss to San Diego.
"Being in big games, that's literally all I care about," said Buehler, who ditched his windup early in the game and began working exclusively out of the stretch because he couldn't feel his cold right foot on a hard mound.

    


"This is definitely a big momentum win for us. But if we don't do something with it, then it doesn't really matter a whole lot."
Buehler combined with four relievers on a four-hitter as the Dodgers got five stingy innings from their hard-throwing bullpen.
"This guy has proven year after year that when there's a big game and the Dodgers need a win, he's the right guy to be on the mound," Hernandez said. 
Michael Kopech worked a hitless fifth for the win, and Dodgers pitchers finished with 13 strikeouts.
Mets starter Luis Severino fell behind 2-0 in the second, partly due to some shoddy fielding. He did not permit an earned run but threw 95 pitches and walked four in 4 2/3 innings, taking the loss.
Slumping catcher Will Smith knocked in a run with an infield single, and Tommy Edman had a sacrifice fly that could have been more if not for a sensational catch on the right-center warning track by Tyrone Taylor. 
Los Angeles threw consecutive shutouts against San Diego to win their heated Division Series after trailing two games to one. Jack Flaherty and the Dodgers then blanked the Mets 9-0 in the NLCS opener Sunday, extending the team's scoreless streak to 33 innings -- matching a postseason record.

    


The only recent blip for the pitching staff came Monday, when Lindor hit a leadoff homer and the Mets won 7-3 at Chavez Ravine.
Ohtani entered batting .222 with a homer and five RBIs during his first postseason. The $700 million superstar sparked the offense in Game 1 against the Mets, but hadn't gone deep since hitting a three-run homer early in the Division Series opener.
"It's important for Shohei, certainly, to build some confidence," Roberts said. 
When he connected on an 0-1 cutter from Tylor Megill in the eighth, Ohtani pointed toward the Dodgers dugout. The ball was initially called fair, a ruling that stood following a replay review.

    


"I just threw it into it his honey hole and he launched it into the upper deck," Megill said.
Dating to the regular season, Ohtani has 17 hits and 27 RBIs in his past 20 at-bats with runners in scoring position, including seven home runs. The leadoff hitter is 0 for 22 this postseason with the bases empty. With runners on, he is 7 for 9 with two homers and eight RBIs.
Los Angeles improved to 4-0 at Citi Field this year, outscoring New York 26-5. That includes a three-game sweep in late May that dropped the Mets to 22-33 and marked the low point of their rollercoaster season.
"I like the fact that we are getting guys on base. Just haven't been able to come up with a big hit," New York manager Carlos Mendoza said. "As long as we continue to create traffic, somebody's going to come up and get that big one for us."
TRAINER'S ROOM
Dodgers: 2B Gavin Lux was back in the lineup, batting sixth. Lux missed Game 2 because of a right hip flexor injury that forced him out of the series opener in the seventh inning.
UP NEXT
Yamamoto (7-2, 3.00 ERA) struggled in the Division Series opener against San Diego but then pitched five scoreless innings of two-hit ball to win the deciding Game 5 last Friday. He threw 39 of 63 pitches for strikes.

Quintana (10-10, 3.75 ERA) has not allowed an earned run over 11 innings in two playoff starts, both no-decisions. Going back to Aug. 25, the 35-year-old Quintana has given up just three earned runs in eight starts spanning 47 1/3 innings.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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            Billie Jean King, left, and Ilana Kloss, right, pose for photos on the red carpet at the Women's Sports Foundation's Annual Salute to Women in Sports, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Julie Foudy poses for photos on the red carpet at the Women's Sports Foundation's Annual Salute to Women in Sports, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Cheryl Miller, left, and Ann Myers Drysdale, right, pose for photos on the red carpet at the Women's Sports Foundation's Annual Salute to Women in Sports, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 11 | 
            FILE - Mark Walter speaks during a news conference in Los Angeles on Sept. 21, 2018. AP Photo/Alex Gallardo, File)
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            Lisa Bluder poses for photos on the red carpet at the Women's Sports Foundation's Annual Salute to Women in Sports, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Mary Carillo poses for photos on the red carpet at the Women's Sports Foundation's Annual Salute to Women in Sports, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Briana Scurry poses for photos on the red carpet at the Women's Sports Foundation's Annual Salute to Women in Sports, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Kathrine Switzer poses for photos on the red carpet at the Women's Sports Foundation's Annual Salute to Women in Sports, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Ilana Kloss poses for photos on the red carpet at the Women's Sports Foundation's Annual Salute to Women in Sports, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Tennis great Billie Jean King speaks after being introduced as grand marshal of the 136th Rose Parade next year on the front steps of the Tournament House in Pasadena, Calif., Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Tennis great Billie Jean King smiles as she is introduced as grand marshal of the 136th Rose Parade next year on the front steps of the Tournament House in Pasadena, Calif., Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Julie Foudy poses for photos on the red carpet at the Women's Sports Foundation's Annual Salute to Women in Sports, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Cheryl Miller, left, and Ann Myers Drysdale, right, pose for photos on the red carpet at the Women's Sports Foundation's Annual Salute to Women in Sports, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            FILE - Mark Walter speaks during a news conference in Los Angeles on Sept. 21, 2018. AP Photo/Alex Gallardo, File)
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            Lisa Bluder poses for photos on the red carpet at the Women's Sports Foundation's Annual Salute to Women in Sports, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Mary Carillo poses for photos on the red carpet at the Women's Sports Foundation's Annual Salute to Women in Sports, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Briana Scurry poses for photos on the red carpet at the Women's Sports Foundation's Annual Salute to Women in Sports, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Kathrine Switzer poses for photos on the red carpet at the Women's Sports Foundation's Annual Salute to Women in Sports, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Ilana Kloss poses for photos on the red carpet at the Women's Sports Foundation's Annual Salute to Women in Sports, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Tennis great Billie Jean King speaks after being introduced as grand marshal of the 136th Rose Parade next year on the front steps of the Tournament House in Pasadena, Calif., Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Tennis great Billie Jean King smiles as she is introduced as grand marshal of the 136th Rose Parade next year on the front steps of the Tournament House in Pasadena, Calif., Monday, Oct. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Billie Jean King started the Women's Sports Foundation with a $5,000 check.
She's turned that investment into $100 million and a half century of helping girls and women achieve their dreams through travel and training grants, local sports programs and mentoring athletes and coaches.
King celebrated the 50th anniversary of the foundation by honoring the 1999 U.S. women's World Cup champions, PWHL and Los Angeles Dodgers co-owner Mark Walter and the 2024 WNBA rookie class on Wednesday night in New York.
"What makes me happy is creating opportunities and dreams for others," King told The Associated Press in a recent interview. "I look back and that's what drives me."
Nearly 100 female athletes attended the awards dinner to celebrate the milestone and King, a tireless advocate for equal pay and more investment in women's sports. 

    


That includes awards host and soccer honoree Julie Foudy. She graduated from Stanford and played for the 1999 U.S. soccer team that won the World Cup before a record crowd of more than 90,000 at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, California.
"She's remained a friend and mentor and such a catalyst for changing the trajectory of women's soccer and so many sports," said Foudy, a former president of the Women's Sports Foundation and current soccer broadcaster for Turner and TNT.




After the World Cup win, Foudy and the team turned to King, Donna Lopiano and Donna de Verona for advice about improving pay and starting a professional soccer league. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I'll never forget, (King) said 'What are you guys doing about it?'" said Foudy, regarding their collective leverage with the U.S. Soccer Federation. "And as players, that was the exact epiphany we needed at that moment."
Foudy and the '99ers eventually witnessed the successful struggle toward equity, helping lay the foundation for the current U.S. women's national team to receive the same pay and working conditions as the men's team. A players' lawsuit against the federation resulted in a landmark $24 million settlement in 2022.

    


"Billie doesn't have just one meeting. She'd check in and follow up and ask 'What do you need?'" Foudy said. "She was at that first (WUSA professional) game in Washington D.C. (in 2001) and was a big proponent of the importance of having a league and player pool for the longevity and growth of women's soccer."
The current iteration is the NWSL, which started in 2013 and now has 14 teams. Foudy is part of the ownership group of Angel City FC. New owners Bob Iger and Willow Bay acquired a controlling stake in the team in July, with a value of $250 million. 
King recently joined forces with Mark and Kimbra Walter to create the Professional Women's Hockey League (PWHL), which will launch its second season in late November. U.S. Olympic gold medalist Kendall Coyne Schofield reached out to King to help unify the fractured pro hockey landscape into one viable league. King, who is part of the Dodgers' ownership group, collaborated with Walter to form the new six-team league. 
The WNBA rookie class, led by No. 1 pick Caitlin Clark, received the Next Gen Award for "showing up, showing out and boldly carrying the torch forward." The popularity of Indiana's Clark and Chicago's Angel Reese generated unprecedented WNBA attendance, more nationally televised games and record-breaking TV ratings this summer.

    


"Caitlin Clark is fantastic," King said. "It reminds me of Chris Evert in 1971, when she changed everything at the U.S Open. Anytime a player can do well, she helps everybody."
The rookie class includes Cameron Brink (Stanford), Kamilla Cardoso (NCAA champion South Carolina), Rickea Jackson (Tennessee), Jacy Sheldon (Ohio State), Aaliyah Edwards (UConn), Reese (LSU) and Alissa Pili (Utah).
The WNBA lags in pay equity, with Clark receiving only $76,000 in her rookie season compared to the NBA No. 1 pick, who gets $12 million. WNBA players may see an increase in salary in 2026 from a new 11-year media rights deal for approximately $200 million a year ahead of the next collective bargaining agreement. The players' union is interested in increasing the WNBA revenue share from 9.3%. NBA players receive about 50% of the money generated from TV deals, ticket sales, merchandise and licensing.

    


King says it may take more time to close the pay gaps because women's sports is "still in its infancy." 
"The NBA is 78 years old, the WNBA is 28 years old," King said. "(Former NBA Commissioner) David Stern made a huge difference, he was a marketing genius. We need to continue to do that for women's sports."
King and the 'Original Nine' helped market the early women's professional tennis circuit, and she formed the WTA with players a week before Wimbledon in 1973. She advocated for Title IX, beat Bobby Riggs and fought for equal prize money in tennis. In between, she won 39 Grand Slam titles during her career. 

    


The next milestone for the 80-year-old King will be receiving the Congressional Gold Medal. It's one of the highest U.S. civilian honors for individuals whose achievements have a lasting impact on their field.

"The Women's Sports Foundation, nobody knew how long it would last," she said. "I look at the 50th anniversary as a continuation to create more opportunities. You can't let up."
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/billie-jean-king-julie-foudy-caitlin-clark-womens-sports-foundation-03db15ddc78f002e1eec182b9df86339
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            Peggy Whitfield, left, of Baltimore, attends a service at Mt. Olive Baptist Church, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Turner Station, Md. Turner Station is located near the former site of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, which collapsed in March. (AP Photo/Steve Ruark)
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            A small beach below the remaining portion of the Francis Scott Key Bridge is seen, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024, in Turner Station, Md. The water is unsafe for swimming and fishing from decades of industrial pollution. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            A community welcome sign on the corner Main Street and Dundalk Avenue is pictured, Friday, Aug. 16, 2024, in Turner Station, Md. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Loreasa Minor, of Turner Station, Md., stands during a service at Mt. Olive Baptist Church, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Turner Station. Turner Station is located near the former site of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, which collapsed in March. (AP Photo/Steve Ruark)
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            Loreasa Minor, of Turner Station, Md., seated with family friend Zoey Rogers, left, 5, claps during a service at Mt. Olive Baptist Church, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Turner Station. Turner Station is located near the former site of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, which collapsed in March. (AP Photo/Steve Ruark)
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            Courtney Speed, of Turner Station, Md., stands in Speed's Barber and Beauty, her salon, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Turner Station. Turner Station is located near the former site of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, which collapsed in March. (AP Photo/Steve Ruark)
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            Vernon Banks, a volunteer at the Turner Station History Center, looks at photos in the community museum, Friday, Aug. 16, 2024, in Turner Station, Md. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Angie Banks, a volunteer at the Turner Station History Center, is pictured among artifacts and informational posters inside the community museum, Friday, Aug. 16, 2024, in Turner Station, Md. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            A commemorative street sign in honor of Henrietta Lacks, who lived in Turner Station for almost a decade, is pictured Friday, Aug. 16, 2024, in Turner Station, Md. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Linwood Jackson poses for a portrait outside of his home, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024, as a semi truck drives past on the remaining portion of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Turner Station, Md. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Linwood Jackson poses for a portrait at his home in Turner Station, Md., in front of the remaining portion of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            A semi truck drives past on the remaining portion of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024, as seen from the backyard of Linwood Jackon's home in Turner Station, Md. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Turner Station resident Marquis Neal looks toward garbage that has piled up on a pier at Fleming Park in Turner Station, Md., Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Debris from flooding is seen at at Fleming Park in Turner Station, Md., Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Gloria Nelson, president of the Turner Station Conservation Teams, poses for a portrait, Friday, Aug. 16, 2024, in Turner Station, Md. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            16 of 18 | 
            Pastor Rashad Singletary, center, greets parishioners during a service at Mt. Olive Baptist Church, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Turner Station, Md. Turner Station is located near the former site of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, which collapsed in March. (AP Photo/Steve Ruark)
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            Mt. Olive Baptist Church holds a service, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Turner Station, Md. Turner Station is located near the former site of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, which collapsed in March. (AP Photo/Steve Ruark)
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            Pastor Rashad Singletary leads a service at Mt. Olive Baptist Church, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Turner Station, Md. Turner Station is located near the former site of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, which collapsed in March. (AP Photo/Steve Ruark)
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            A small beach below the remaining portion of the Francis Scott Key Bridge is seen, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024, in Turner Station, Md. The water is unsafe for swimming and fishing from decades of industrial pollution. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Loreasa Minor, of Turner Station, Md., stands during a service at Mt. Olive Baptist Church, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Turner Station. Turner Station is located near the former site of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, which collapsed in March. (AP Photo/Steve Ruark)
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            Courtney Speed, of Turner Station, Md., stands in Speed's Barber and Beauty, her salon, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Turner Station. Turner Station is located near the former site of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, which collapsed in March. (AP Photo/Steve Ruark)
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            Vernon Banks, a volunteer at the Turner Station History Center, looks at photos in the community museum, Friday, Aug. 16, 2024, in Turner Station, Md. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 18

                                    
                                    Vernon Banks, a volunteer at the Turner Station History Center, looks at photos in the community museum, Friday, Aug. 16, 2024, in Turner Station, Md. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 18 | 
            Angie Banks, a volunteer at the Turner Station History Center, is pictured among artifacts and informational posters inside the community museum, Friday, Aug. 16, 2024, in Turner Station, Md. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            A commemorative street sign in honor of Henrietta Lacks, who lived in Turner Station for almost a decade, is pictured Friday, Aug. 16, 2024, in Turner Station, Md. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Linwood Jackson poses for a portrait outside of his home, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024, as a semi truck drives past on the remaining portion of the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Turner Station, Md. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Linwood Jackson poses for a portrait at his home in Turner Station, Md., in front of the remaining portion of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            A semi truck drives past on the remaining portion of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024, as seen from the backyard of Linwood Jackon's home in Turner Station, Md. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Turner Station resident Marquis Neal looks toward garbage that has piled up on a pier at Fleming Park in Turner Station, Md., Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Debris from flooding is seen at at Fleming Park in Turner Station, Md., Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Gloria Nelson, president of the Turner Station Conservation Teams, poses for a portrait, Friday, Aug. 16, 2024, in Turner Station, Md. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Pastor Rashad Singletary, center, greets parishioners during a service at Mt. Olive Baptist Church, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Turner Station, Md. Turner Station is located near the former site of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, which collapsed in March. (AP Photo/Steve Ruark)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    16 of 18

                                    
                                    Pastor Rashad Singletary, center, greets parishioners during a service at Mt. Olive Baptist Church, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Turner Station, Md. Turner Station is located near the former site of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, which collapsed in March. (AP Photo/Steve Ruark)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 18 | 
            Mt. Olive Baptist Church holds a service, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Turner Station, Md. Turner Station is located near the former site of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, which collapsed in March. (AP Photo/Steve Ruark)
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            Pastor Rashad Singletary leads a service at Mt. Olive Baptist Church, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Turner Station, Md. Turner Station is located near the former site of the Francis Scott Key Bridge, which collapsed in March. (AP Photo/Steve Ruark)
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                                        TURNER STATION, Md. (AP) -- As the dust settled after the deadly collapse of Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge, as the initial shock wore off and the breaking news coverage subsided, residents of this tiny peninsula found themselves facing an uncertain future.
Many had spent decades living in the shadow of the Key Bridge, an iconic landmark that placed the community of Turner Station firmly on the map. For their working-class, historically Black neighborhood, it was a lifeline to the outside world, a source of both pride and convenience.
Within seconds, it was gone. Six construction workers died after a massive container ship lost power and veered off course, striking one of the bridge's support piers in the overnight darkness of March 26. 
Turner Station was already struggling with population loss and economic decline long before the bridge collapse -- and its newest chapter promises even more challenges. 

    


Plans are underway to rebuild the Key Bridge by 2028. But in the meantime, its absence will be felt most acutely by people like Loreasa Minor and her neighbors, people who routinely hopped over the bridge to run errands, visit family, attend church and get to work.




Minor has lived in Turner Station nearly all her life. Some of her earliest memories are of the bridge being built, a feat of modern engineering taking shape right in her family's backyard. When it opened to cars in 1977, the 1.6-mile (2.6-kilometer) span bypassed downtown traffic and provided a direct connection between industrial communities on either side of Baltimore's harbor. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
It also made Turner Station easily accessible, allowing residents to enjoy the neighborhood's small-town feel without living in the middle of nowhere. As jobs at nearby industrial plants gradually dried up, residents started commuting farther afield and many came to rely heavily on the Key Bridge. 

    


Without it, Minor said, her daily commute has more than doubled. 
She doesn't want to leave Turner Station, where her grandparents put down roots many decades ago. She currently lives across the street from her aging parents and around the corner from her beloved church. But sometimes while she's sitting in traffic for hours on end, she ruefully watches the gas gauge and contemplates her new routine.
"Do I relocate? Do I get a new job?" said Minor, who works at a state-run veteran's cemetery south of Baltimore. "I don't want to do either of those. I love my job. Who wants to start from scratch?"
From the beginning, a home for Black steelworkers
Turner Station was originally built to house Black steelworkers at a time when segregation laws limited where they could settle.
During WWI, military leaders tapped Baltimore's robust shipbuilding industry, including a sprawling steel mill northeast of the city. The federal government provided nearby housing only for white workers, so Black families started their own community in nearby Turner Station. Federal housing projects came later during WWII. 
Bought by Bethlehem Steel in 1918, the mill at Sparrows Point would become the largest steel producer in the world. It provided lucrative jobs to Black people moving north, often to escape unfair sharecropping arrangements and other low-paying jobs in Southern states. 

    


By the 1950s, Turner Station was home to many stores and other amenities, including an air conditioned movie theater, an amusement park, a community beach, doctor's offices, restaurants and cocktail lounges. It became largely self-sufficient in its heyday, an enclave of Black entrepreneurship and achievement in majority-white Baltimore County.
The population peaked at nearly 9,000 in the 1950s, but started shrinking soon after. Part of the area was rezoned for industry, resulting in the demolition of two large housing complexes. Manufacturing jobs gradually dwindled and businesses shuttered. By 1980, the population was under 4,000, according to local historians.
After decades of downsizing, the Bethlehem Steel plant closed in 2012. Younger generations started leaving Turner Station while their parents and grandparents sought to preserve its legacy. 

    


During a recent tour of the neighborhood, longtime resident Courtney Speed marched up and down its residential streets lined with brick rowhouses and modest single-family homes. She said it shouldn't be lost on anyone that Turner Station is the product of racist housing policies, that its residents were fighting an uphill battle from day one.
She listed off a number of notable figures with ties to the community, many of them featured in the Turner Station History Center, a tiny museum filled with stories and photos. 
"We've always been innovative," said Speed, 84, who owns one of Turner Station's longest operating businesses, Speed's Barber and Beauty. "It's our culture to make something out of nothing."
Henrietta Lacks, a Black woman whose cervical cells became a cornerstone of modern medicine after Johns Hopkins doctors harvested them without her consent, lived in Turner Station for almost a decade. Her name appears on commemorative street signs throughout the neighborhood and a plaque marks her former home.

    


Robert Curbeam, a former NASA astronaut and retired Navy captain, spent some of his childhood there.
U.S. Rep. Kweisi Mfume, former president of the NAACP, also grew up in Turner Station where he befriended NFL legend Calvin Hill. He said the community instilled in them certain core values. 
"Work hard, play by the rules, love your country, cherish your faith, respect the elderly and always believe that you can succeed," he recited. "It's a fiercely proud community. We were told to be proud of who you were."
He said most of the families were relatively poor, but they took care of each other. It was a simpler life, somewhat protected from the crime and violence that plagued nearby parts of Baltimore.
Now, a new set of struggles

Mfume, a Democrat, now represents Turner Station as part of his district in Congress. Since the bridge collapse, he's been working with other members of Maryland's congressional delegation to secure 100% federal funding for the cleanup and rebuilding process. 
He said Turner Station residents have expressed concern about potential damage to buildings from the seismic impact of the collapse. And they're already tired of 18-wheelers getting diverted through their neighborhood, spewing diesel fumes and wearing down the roads.
Residents are also frustrated by rising home prices, partly a function of their desirable water views. Some worry about outside investors buying up properties, jacking up rents and pricing them out. They want to guard against the negative effects of gentrification by helping longtime renters become homeowners.
"This is some of the most valuable property in Baltimore County," Mfume said. "We don't want real estate speculation taking place."
Residents have spent years pushing government officials to adequately address flooding in Turner Station, a longstanding problem that has only gotten worse in recent years as county officials have studied the issue but failed to take significant action.
That's coupled with decades of industrial pollution making the surrounding water dangerous for swimming and fishing.
"They need to start treating this place as beautiful as it is," said Marquis Neal, whose backyard often floods during heavy rainstorms. 
His neighbor Linwood Jackson, a Vietnam veteran who worked at Bethlehem Steel for over 30 years, called on elected officials to finally give Turner Station the attention and resources it deserves. That could mean bringing a grocery store back to the neighborhood, which has become a food desert in recent years. Or removing brush from the drainage ditches and replacing a rickety old fishing pier in the public park behind his house. Not to mention flood mitigation measures and continued pollution monitoring. 
Jackson said he hopes Turner Station will become less of an afterthought since tragedy struck so close by. 
"Now we're at a crossroads again," he said. 
But one thing he's learned, in war and in life, is that no one's coming to save you. 
Could the new bridge bring new opportunities?
Having watched construction of the original Key Bridge "from the ground up," Vernon Banks said he looks forward to seeing its replacement take shape over the next four years. But it won't hold the same memories.
Last month, state transportation leaders awarded a contract for the massive project, which is expected to cost around $1.7 billion. 
Turner Station residents hope some of that money will make its way into their neighborhood and help spur revitalization.
State officials have pledged to include surrounding communities in the planning process and make jobs available for local workers during construction, though they haven't provided many details about the arrangements. 
Turner Station has already benefited from environmental cleanup and recent redevelopment of the old Bethlehem Steel site, which now houses an Amazon warehouse and a maritime shipping terminal. Tradepoint Atlantic, the site's owner, plans to continue growing the business into a major transportation and logistics hub. That also bodes well for job creation, although the glory days of steelworkers' wages are likely long gone. 
Meanwhile, Turner Station residents will be doing what they've done for generations: coming together and fighting for their community.
There's Gloria Nelson, president of the Turner Station Conservation Teams, who has spent decades working with government agencies to bring resources into the community, including for housing redevelopment and a recent federal Superfund designation to support environmental cleanup in historically polluted Bear Creek. She wants to help Turner Station "move into the future while still respecting its history." 
There's Antuan "Sleep" McQuaige, who's selling home-cooked meals around town and raising money to bring back a neighborhood youth football team.
There's Quanny Avondale, 30, who mentors younger men in the community, focusing on conflict resolution and financial planning. He encourages them to take advantage of Turner Station's real estate market and invest in property.
And on Sunday mornings, there's Pastor Rashad Singletary inspiring dozens of parishioners at Mount Olive Baptist Church, about 500 feet away from where the Key Bridge once stood. In the hours after the bridge fell, he opened up the church for first responders to use the bathroom or take a nap and hosted a prayer vigil later that evening.
"Sometimes it's hard to go through and trust God when you don't see nothing working," Singletary told congregants during a recent Sunday sermon about persevering through challenges.
"I just believe that if God brought me from all the things I've been through before. He's not gonna leave me now."

His booming voice filled the sanctuary as church members nodded and clapped in affirmation, thinking back on the obstacles they've already faced and looking ahead to future possibilities.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/baltimore-bridge-collapse-turner-station-impacts-c5d4aa73cbc5b6ed4dbd251bf2140521
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            This image taken from video from WLBT shows construction workers at the scene after a bridge over the Strong River on State Route 149 in Simpson County, Miss., collapsed on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (WLBT via AP)
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            CORRECTS TO MISSISSIPPI DOT INSTEAD OF MISSOURI - This image taken from video from WLBT shows law enforcement and Mississippi Department of Transportation workers at the scene after a bridge over the Strong River on State Route 149 in Simpson County, Miss., collapsed on Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (WLBT via AP)
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                                        MENDENHALL, Miss. (AP) -- Three people were killed and four were seriously injured Wednesday when a bridge in Mississippi that was closed nearly a month ago collapsed while a work crew was prepping it for demolition, authorities said.
The bridge over the Strong River on State Route 149 in Simpson County, about 40 miles (64 kilometers) south of Jackson, had been closed to traffic since Sept. 18 as part of a bridge replacement project, the Mississippi Department of Transportation said in a news release.
Gov. Tate Reeves said in a post on social media late Wednesday that first responders from the county and "other state assets have been on the scene at the tragedy" where they'd confirmed at least three fatalities and multiple injuries.
U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg said in a social media post late Wednesday that the Federal Highway Administration was "engaging state officials concerning" the "premature collapse during demolition of a bridge on State Route 149 in Mississippi." 

    


Simpson County Sheriff Paul Mullins told WLBT-TV three people were killed and four critically injured.





Terry Tutor, the Simpson County coroner, told the New York Times that seven men were working on the bridge, using heavy machinery to tear it down, when it gave way and plummeted nearly 40 feet (12 meters). He said three of the men died, and four were injured, the Times reported.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Mullins and Tutor didn't immediately respond to messages Wednesday night from The Associated Press.
A call to the construction company, T.L. Wallace Construction, was unanswered Wednesday evening, and it was not possible to leave a message.
Department of Transportation spokesperson Anna Ehrgott said the agency "would share more information with the public as it becomes available." 
The department said one of its inspectors was at the work site when the bridge collapsed, and that person was unharmed.
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Aging farmers face extreme temperatures as they struggle to maintain Japan's rice crop
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            A farmer operates harvester machine on a rice terrace during harvest in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            An aerial view of rice terraces in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            A farmer operates harvester machine on a rice terrace during harvest in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            Farmer Joji Terasaka inspects rice in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            An aerial view of rice terraces in Kitasho village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Saturday Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            An aerial view of rice terraces in Kamimomi village in Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            An aerial view of farmers working on rice terraces during harvest in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            Farmers and volunteers hang rice on a rack in a traditional drying method harvest in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            Rice are hanged to dry in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            A manager at Saitama's Agricultural Technology Research Centre shows grains of new variety of rice "Emihokoro" in Kumagaya, Japan on Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            Rice are ready for harvest in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            A laptop screen displays comparison photos of rice kernels from different rice varieties at Saitama's Agricultural Technology Research Centre in Kumagaya, Japan on Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            A manager at Saitama's Agricultural Technology Research Centre holds seeds of "Sai no Kizuna," heat-resistant rice variety developed at the center in Kumagaya, Japan on Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            A manager at Saitama's Agricultural Technology Research Center pulls out a draw full of bottles of seeds of new rice varieties developed at various centers in Kumagaya, Japan on Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            Naoto Ohoka, who manages rice breeding at Saitama's Agricultural Technology Research Center, opens a fridge that stores seeds of new rice varieties in Kumagaya, Japan on Thursday Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            Naoto Ohoka, who manages rice breeding at Saitama's Agricultural Technology Research Centre, shows seedlings used to breed new varieties in Kumagaya, Japan on Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            This photo shows an abandoned paddy field with dried up soil in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            A farmer operates harvester machine on a rice terrace during harvest in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 17

                                    
                                    A farmer operates harvester machine on a rice terrace during harvest in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 17 | 
            An aerial view of rice terraces in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 17

                                    
                                    An aerial view of rice terraces in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            A farmer operates harvester machine on a rice terrace during harvest in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            Farmer Joji Terasaka inspects rice in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            An aerial view of rice terraces in Kitasho village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Saturday Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            An aerial view of rice terraces in Kamimomi village in Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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                                    An aerial view of rice terraces in Kamimomi village in Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            An aerial view of farmers working on rice terraces during harvest in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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                                    An aerial view of farmers working on rice terraces during harvest in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            Farmers and volunteers hang rice on a rack in a traditional drying method harvest in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            Rice are hanged to dry in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            A manager at Saitama's Agricultural Technology Research Centre shows grains of new variety of rice "Emihokoro" in Kumagaya, Japan on Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            Rice are ready for harvest in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            A laptop screen displays comparison photos of rice kernels from different rice varieties at Saitama's Agricultural Technology Research Centre in Kumagaya, Japan on Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 17

                                    
                                    A laptop screen displays comparison photos of rice kernels from different rice varieties at Saitama's Agricultural Technology Research Centre in Kumagaya, Japan on Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 17 | 
            A manager at Saitama's Agricultural Technology Research Centre holds seeds of "Sai no Kizuna," heat-resistant rice variety developed at the center in Kumagaya, Japan on Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            A manager at Saitama's Agricultural Technology Research Center pulls out a draw full of bottles of seeds of new rice varieties developed at various centers in Kumagaya, Japan on Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            Naoto Ohoka, who manages rice breeding at Saitama's Agricultural Technology Research Center, opens a fridge that stores seeds of new rice varieties in Kumagaya, Japan on Thursday Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 17

                                    
                                    Naoto Ohoka, who manages rice breeding at Saitama's Agricultural Technology Research Center, opens a fridge that stores seeds of new rice varieties in Kumagaya, Japan on Thursday Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 17 | 
            Naoto Ohoka, who manages rice breeding at Saitama's Agricultural Technology Research Centre, shows seedlings used to breed new varieties in Kumagaya, Japan on Sept. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)
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            This photo shows an abandoned paddy field with dried up soil in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 17

                                    
                                    This photo shows an abandoned paddy field with dried up soil in Kamimomi village, Okayama prefecture, Japan on Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            AYAKA MCGILL

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        KAMIMOMI, Japan (AP) -- In the remote village of Kamimomi in Japan's western Okayama prefecture, a small group of rice farmers began their most recent harvest in sweltering heat, two weeks sooner than usual.
The prefecture is called "the Land of Sunshine" because of its pleasant climate, but farmers working among the paddy fields and ancient rice terraces say that climate change is hurting the harvest of rice, long a cornerstone of Japan's diet.
"Last year, an exceptional heat wave took the water out of the rice, which became small and thin," rice farmer Joji Terasaka said. "So I am worried about that this year because it will be just as hot."
This year Japan experienced its hottest July on record, with temperatures reaching 2.16 C (3.9 F) higher than average, according to the Japan Meteorological Agency. The globe has seen a 1.2 C (2.2 F) rise in average temperature since preindustrial times, and scientists agree that warming needs to be capped at 1.5 C (2.7 F) to stave off the worst effects of climate change. That includes even more powerful heat, storms and irreversible ice melt.

    


Last year, Japan recorded a poor rice harvest nationwide because of exceptionally hot weather. Ministry data showed the country's private-sector rice inventory fell to 1.56 million tons in June, the lowest level since records began in 1999. Last year was the hottest on record globally, though it's feared that this year may top it.




The drop in harvest in Japan was partly to blame for this year's widespread summer rice shortage, according to officials. There were empty shelves in supermarkets, and some retailers are still enforcing purchase limits of one rice bag per customer. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Perhaps people think that an increase of one degree Celsius in average temperature isn't much. But it's quite a big change for plants and crops," says Yuji Masutomi, a researcher at the National Institute for Environmental Studies in Tsukuba, north of Tokyo.

    


Masutomi said the rising temperatures not only influence the growth cycle and yield of rice, but also hurt the quality of the grain.
When temperatures rise above 27 C, the buildup of starch inside rice grains is reduced. That causes the crop to take on a chalky appearance, and its value is reduced.
At least a fifth of rice farms have reported a drop in quality from rising temperatures, according to a farming ministry report last year.
"Not only is the appearance not good; people say the taste drops too," Masutomi said.
For farmers in Kamimomi, there's another problem with working under exceptional heat. The average age of agricultural workers in Japan is nearly 69, among the oldest in the world, and older people are especially vulnerable to heatstroke.
Toshimi Kaiami led a community project in Kamimomi that involved reviving some of the paddy fields abandoned because of the aging population.
"There are no longer any successors," says Kaiami. "We are heading toward extinction."
The community project divides labor among Kamimomi's farmers. But preparations for the harvest coincided with the hottest months of the year -- April to September.

    


"It takes a half year to produce rice. The heat and the work that we have to endure during that time is really tough," said rice farmer Mitsumasa Sugimoto, 77.
To deal with climate change, the government is promoting the adoption of heat-resistant rice variants, including Sai no Kizuna, which was developed by a research center in Saitama prefecture, near Tokyo.
Research organizations around the world have worked to produce more resilient strains of essential food like rice while introducing more heat and drought resistant grains like sorghum or millet.
"Last year and this year have been extremely hot, but even in those conditions, Sai no Kizuna maintained a certain level of quality," said Naoto Ohoka, who manages rice breeding at Saitama's Agricultural Technology Research Center.
"Its other characteristic is that it is very delicious."
The center cultivates more than a thousand types of rice strains, and through cross-pollination officials assess and select the best performers to develop new varieties.

    


Sai no Kizuna was developed in 2012 to better withstand heat, a trait that has become more widely recognized recently as Japan sees hotter summers. The strain also stands up well against typhoon wind and certain pests and diseases.
Researchers want to develop more resilient strains against heat as temperatures are projected to continue rising. Masutomi recommends that variants tolerant of temperatures up to 3 degrees Celsius higher should be introduced across Japan by the 2040s.
But it's a long process. It can take up to 10 years to develop a new variant. Once it's approved for the market, farmers must then be convinced to switch to the new strain.

The most widely grown variety is Koshihikari, which is less heat resistant. Even so, older farmers have shown a reluctance to switch to other varieties. Farming ministry data show that only around 15% of Japanese paddy fields have adopted heat resistance variants.
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            FILE - Palestinians are storming trucks loaded with humanitarian aid brought in through a new U.S.-built pier, in the central Gaza Strip, May 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            FILE - Humanitarian aid is airdropped to Palestinians over Gaza City, Gaza Strip, Monday, March 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Essa, File)
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            FILE - An aircraft airdrops humanitarian aid over the northern Gaza Strip, as seen from central Gaza, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- The top U.N. humanitarian official accused Israel on Wednesday of blocking the delivery of desperately needed aid to Gaza, and the U.S. ambassador demanded that its government step up efforts to tackle the Palestinian territory's "intolerable and catastrophic humanitarian crisis."
Acting humanitarian chief Joyce Msuya and U.S. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield stepped up the pressure on Israel at an emergency meeting of the U.N. Security Council on the escalating humanitarian emergency, especially in northern Gaza.
The council meeting, called by Algeria, the Arab representative on the council, followed a U.S. warning to Israel to boost aid efforts dramatically or risk losing funding for weapons from its main supplier. The Biden administration gave Israel 30 days to take a number of actions, including sending 350 trucks with food and other aid into Gaza every day.

    


Israel's U.N. Ambassador Danny Danon insisted that his country's humanitarian efforts remain "as comprehensive as ever" and criticized the council for focusing on the humanitarian situation in Gaza while Israeli civilians "are being targeted daily by those who seek our destruction."




He said Israel has delivered over 1 million tons of aid, including 700,000 tons of food, to Gaza since it launched its military operation after Hamas' surprise attack in southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Danon accused the international community of missing the real issue -- which he said was Hamas' hijacking of aid shipments while fellow Palestinians suffer.
"This makes it incredibly difficult to ensure that the aid reaches its intended recipients," he said. But Israel remains committed to working with its partners to deliver aid, "even under these dangerous and morally reprehensible conditions."
Msuya, the top U.N. aid official, painted a grim picture, telling the council that there is barely any food left in northern Gaza where an Israeli offensive is under way. No food entered the north from Oct. 2 to Oct. 15 "when a trickle was allowed in," she said, and "most bakeries will be forced to shut down again in the next several days without additional fuel." 

    


Throughout Gaza, Msuya said, less than one-third of the 286 humanitarian missions coordinated with Israeli authorities in the first two weeks of October "were facilitated without major incidents or delays."
The level of suffering in Gaza worsens every day, she said, as Israeli bombs continue to fall, fierce fighting continues, and "supplies essential for people's survival and humanitarian assistance are blocked at every turn."
Riyad Mansour, the Palestinian U.N. ambassador, accused Israel of besieging, bombing and starving 400,000 Palestinians in northern Gaza as part of its all-out war against the Palestinian people.
"These are crimes," he said. "This is genocide. They must be stopped -- and they must be stopped now."
Thomas-Greenfield, the U.S. ambassador, pointed to some new Israeli commitments since the U.S. warning and two dozen trucks entering northern Gaza for the first time in several weeks.

    


But she said Israel's progress since last week is "insufficient" and stressed that it must follow through on its commitments, including opening more border crossings and routes and taking steps "to help secure delivery routes against armed gangs involved in violent looting."
"A `policy of starvation' in northern Gaza would be horrific and unacceptable and would have implications under international law and U.S. law," the U.S. ambassador warned. "The government of Israel has said that this is not their policy, that food and other essential supplies will not be cut off, and we will be watching to see that Israel's actions on the ground match this commitment."
At the council meeting, there were repeated calls by members for action by the U.N.'s most powerful body to end the more than yearlong war in Gaza.
Guyana's U.N. Ambassador Carolyn Rodrigues Birkett lamented that 47 Security Council meetings and four legally binding resolutions in the past year, including demands for a cease-fire, "have not had the expected results, and the situation in Gaza continues to worsen with each passing day."

    


"We must not allow the shredding of the moral and legal thread that holds our organization together," she said. "The most fundamental question then that this council faces is, what will we do to stop this tide?"

Thomas-Greenfield urged all council members to support the U.N. as it works with Israel to step up aid deliveries. She said the U.S. focus in the coming months will be "getting humanitarian aid in, getting hostages out, and ending the conflict."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/un-gaza-israel-us-humanitarian-aid-weapons-c4c862ad3cc12df57935153f3244208c



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Archdiocese of Los Angeles agrees to pay $880 million to victims of clergy sexual abuse
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                    FILE - People attend a memorial service outside the Cathedral of Our Lady of Angels in Los Angeles, Jan. 19, 2021. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes,File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The Archdiocese of Los Angeles has agreed to pay $880 million to victims of clergy sexual abuse dating back decades, in what an attorney said was the largest single child sex abuse settlement with a Catholic archdiocese, it was announced Wednesday. 
After the announcement of the agreement in principle, Archbishop Jose H. Gomez said in a statement, "I am sorry for every one of these incidents, from the bottom of my heart." 
"My hope is that this settlement will provide some measure of healing for what these men and women have suffered," the archbishop added. "I believe that we have come to a resolution of these claims that will provide just compensation to the survivor-victims of these past abuses."
Attorneys for 1,353 people who allege that they suffered horrific abuse at the hands of local Catholic priests reached the settlement after months of negotiations with the archdiocese, the Los Angeles Times reported. 

    


The agreement caps a quarter-century of litigation against the most populous archdiocese in the United States.
Attorneys in the Plaintiffs' Liaison Committee said in a joint statement, "While there is no amount of money that can replace what was taken from these 1,353 brave individuals who have suffered in silence for decades, there is justice in accountability."




Under the settlement, the plaintiffs will engage in a process-- that will not involve the archdiocese -- to allocate the settlement amount among the participants. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The archdiocese has previously paid $740 million to victims in various settlements and had pledged to better protect its church members, so this settlement would put the total payout at more than $1.5 billion, the Times said.
Attorney Morgan Stewart, who led the negotiations, said in a statement that the settlement is the largest single child sex abuse settlement with a Catholic archdiocese. 

    


"These survivors have suffered for decades in the aftermath of the abuse. Dozens of the survivors have died. They are aging, and many of those with knowledge of the abuse within the church are too. It was time to get this resolved," Stewart told the Times. 

The settlement will be funded by archdiocese investments, accumulated reserves, bank financing, and other assets. According to the archdiocese, certain religious orders and others named in the litigation will also cover some of the cost of the settlement, the Times said.
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Zelenskyy outlines his 'victory plan' to Ukraine's lawmakers, including a call to join NATO

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Wednesday presented part of Ukraine's "Victory Plan" in the Verkhovna Rada, Ukraine's Parliament. Major points of the plan include an invitation for Ukraine to join NATO and permission to use Western-supplied longer-range missiles to strike military targets deep inside Russian territory -- steps that have been met with reluctance by Kyiv's allies so far.
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- President Volodymyr Zelenskyy told lawmakers Wednesday that Ukraine's Western partners are increasing pressure to negotiate with Russia, but he hinted such talks would be unfavorable to Kyiv as he unveiled what he called his "victory plan" for the war.
Major points of the plan include an invitation for Ukraine to join NATO and permission to use Western-supplied longer-range missiles to strike military targets deep inside Russian territory -- steps that have been met with reluctance by Kyiv's allies so far.
"If we start moving according to this victory plan now, it may be possible to end the war no later than next year," Zelenskyy told the Verkhovna Rada, the parliament. He will present the five-point plan to the European Council on Thursday.
Zelenskyy also said that in private communications with Ukraine, its partners are increasingly mentioning "negotiations" and much less frequently using the word "justice." 

    


But he reiterated that Ukraine is not prepared for a "frozen conflict" or any "trade-offs involving territory or sovereignty," which drew sustained applause from the lawmakers.




As the war grinds through its third year, the mood in Ukraine is grim as its troops face difficulty holding back Russian advances, especially in the east. Although Moscow's gains are incremental, the steady forward movement is making Kyiv feel it needs more large-scale Western help.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But there are signs that support may be hurt by the increasing focus on conflicts in the Middle East. The U.S. presidential election next month also could bring a major shift from Washington toward Ukraine.
Zelenskyy's plan has been shrouded in secrecy as he outlined it to key allies including U.S. President Joe Biden in recent weeks, and he did not mention some of its more confidential parts to the lawmakers. 
The plan is seen as a way for Ukraine to strengthen its hand in any negotiations with Moscow. Besides the NATO invitation and seeking permission for the longer-range missile attacks, it includes continued military operations in Russia, such as the incursion into the Kursk border region that began in August.

    


Ukraine, he said, also needs more air defense systems and assistance from partners to shoot down Russian missiles. It also requested access to a broader range of intelligence from allies.
Lawmakers will prioritize the bills needed to implement Zelenskyy's plan, said Speaker Ruslan Stefanchuk after the speech. Stefanchuk said that while the issue of NATO membership is political, it also requires adopting laws to match the alliance's standards.
Zelenskyy's request for an invitation leaves NATO in a bind. Since the full-scale invasion began in 2022, NATO has struggled to find a way to bring Ukraine closer without formally inviting it in.
"We understand that NATO membership is a matter of the future, not the present," Zelenskyy acknowledged. He reckons that such an invitation would alter President Vladimir Putin's "geopolitical calculations."
NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte remained noncommittal after the plan was unveiled.

    


"We are in close contact with allies, with Ukraine, to see how we can take next steps," Rutte told reporters at NATO headquarters in Brussels. He declined to provide details, saying: "I cannot give you all the insights about that."
"We are working with the Ukrainians to understand better ... how this would help in ending the war," he said. For now, Rutte added, the focus must be to help Ukraine to win back more territory and strengthen its position for any future peace negotiations.
Zelenskyy said granting Ukraine an invitation to NATO would be a "testament of determination" by its allies to support Kyiv.
NATO's collective security guarantee -- Article 5 of its founding treaty -- is the pillar on which its credibility is based. It is a political commitment by all member countries to come to the aid of any member whose sovereignty or territory might be under attack.
At their summit in Washington in July, NATO's 32 members declared Ukraine to be on an "irreversible" path to membership. Any decision on offering to start membership talks is probably not likely before the next summit in the Netherlands in June.

    


Despite his attempts to win approval for the plan from Western partners, none have yet publicly voiced their support.
Zelenskyy and Biden spoke by phone later Wednesday to discuss a new $425 million package of security assistance for Ukraine from Washington, the White House said.
Asked about Ukraine's "victory plan," White house press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre responded, "That's their plan, and let them speak to it," adding that the U.S. would continue "to show our support for the Ukrainians on the battlefield." Biden is to travel to Germany, where he will meet Friday with Chancellor Olaf Scholz.
Lawmakers had a mixed reaction to Zelenskyy's plan and whether it could be implemented.

    


"First of all, it's not a plan. Plan means something with concrete steps," said opposition lawmaker Oleksii Honcharenko. "It's kind of a wish list from Ukraine for our partners, how they can and should support us. And it doesn't look realistic. We were waiting for some real serious conversation about the situation and the strategy, and this is not that."
He said that delivering a plan purported to be about victory as Russia advances in the east is "contradictory."
Lawmaker Oleksandr Merezhko, from Zelenskyy's party, called it "realistic and rather pragmatic," adding: "It can be implemented if we have enough aid and support from our allies and partners."
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov mocked it as "ephemeral," and Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova called it "a set of incoherent slogans."
In his speech, Zelenskyy also underscored his recent claim that North Korea is sending military personnel as well as ammunition to help Russia's war effort, and that Iran and China also are aiding Moscow.
He noted that Ukraine is rich in natural resources, including critically important metals "worth trillions of U.S. dollars," such as uranium, titanium, lithium, graphite and others.

Those assets, as well as the country's agricultural production, are among Russia's key targets in the war, he said, but could be shared with partners to boost each others' economies. Similarly, battle-hardened Ukrainian troops would be an asset for NATO efforts to keep Russia at bay, Zelenskyy added.
___
Associated Press writers Lorne Cook in Brussels and Aamer Madhani in Washington contributed.
___
Follow AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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A Texas board rejects clemency plea from a man facing execution in shaken baby syndrome case
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            The Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles on Wednesday denied a request for clemency for a man who this week could be the first person in the U.S. executed for a murder conviction tied to the diagnosis of shaken baby syndrome.
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            FILE - Texas lawmakers meet with Robert Roberson at a prison in Livingston, Texas, Sept. 27, 2024. (Criminal Justice Reform Caucus via AP, File)
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            Casandra Rivera, left, Anna Vasquez, second from left, and Elizabeth Ramirez, center, of the "San Antonio 4" group, hold boxes with petitions being delivered in the Texas State capitol for Texas Gov. Greg Abbott seeking the pardoning of Robert Roberson's execution, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024 in Austin, Texas. Roberson, 57, is scheduled to receive a lethal injection on Oct. 17, for the 2002 killing of his 2-year-old daughter, Nikki Curtis, in the East Texas city of Palestine. Roberson has long proclaimed his innocence. (AP Photo/Nadia Lathan)
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            Elizabeth Ramirez, center, Casandra Rivera, center right, and Anna Vasquez, second from right, of the "San Antonio 4" group, deliver boxes with petitions in the Texas State capitol for Texas Gov. Greg Abbott seeking the pardoning of Robert Roberson's execution, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Austin, Texas. Roberson, 57, is scheduled to receive a lethal injection on Oct. 17, for the 2002 killing of his 2-year-old daughter, Nikki Curtis, in the East Texas city of Palestine. Roberson has long proclaimed his innocence. (AP Photo/Nadia Lathan)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        A Texas board rejects clemency plea from a man facing execution in shaken baby syndrome case

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4

                                    
                                    The Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles on Wednesday denied a request for clemency for a man who this week could be the first person in the U.S. executed for a murder conviction tied to the diagnosis of shaken baby syndrome.


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            FILE - Texas lawmakers meet with Robert Roberson at a prison in Livingston, Texas, Sept. 27, 2024. (Criminal Justice Reform Caucus via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4

                                    
                                    FILE - Texas lawmakers meet with Robert Roberson at a prison in Livingston, Texas, Sept. 27, 2024. (Criminal Justice Reform Caucus via AP, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            Casandra Rivera, left, Anna Vasquez, second from left, and Elizabeth Ramirez, center, of the "San Antonio 4" group, hold boxes with petitions being delivered in the Texas State capitol for Texas Gov. Greg Abbott seeking the pardoning of Robert Roberson's execution, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024 in Austin, Texas. Roberson, 57, is scheduled to receive a lethal injection on Oct. 17, for the 2002 killing of his 2-year-old daughter, Nikki Curtis, in the East Texas city of Palestine. Roberson has long proclaimed his innocence. (AP Photo/Nadia Lathan)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4

                                    
                                    Casandra Rivera, left, Anna Vasquez, second from left, and Elizabeth Ramirez, center, of the "San Antonio 4" group, hold boxes with petitions being delivered in the Texas State capitol for Texas Gov. Greg Abbott seeking the pardoning of Robert Roberson's execution, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024 in Austin, Texas. Roberson, 57, is scheduled to receive a lethal injection on Oct. 17, for the 2002 killing of his 2-year-old daughter, Nikki Curtis, in the East Texas city of Palestine. Roberson has long proclaimed his innocence. (AP Photo/Nadia Lathan)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Elizabeth Ramirez, center, Casandra Rivera, center right, and Anna Vasquez, second from right, of the "San Antonio 4" group, deliver boxes with petitions in the Texas State capitol for Texas Gov. Greg Abbott seeking the pardoning of Robert Roberson's execution, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Austin, Texas. Roberson, 57, is scheduled to receive a lethal injection on Oct. 17, for the 2002 killing of his 2-year-old daughter, Nikki Curtis, in the East Texas city of Palestine. Roberson has long proclaimed his innocence. (AP Photo/Nadia Lathan)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4

                                    
                                    Elizabeth Ramirez, center, Casandra Rivera, center right, and Anna Vasquez, second from right, of the "San Antonio 4" group, deliver boxes with petitions in the Texas State capitol for Texas Gov. Greg Abbott seeking the pardoning of Robert Roberson's execution, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Austin, Texas. Roberson, 57, is scheduled to receive a lethal injection on Oct. 17, for the 2002 killing of his 2-year-old daughter, Nikki Curtis, in the East Texas city of Palestine. Roberson has long proclaimed his innocence. (AP Photo/Nadia Lathan)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            JUAN A. LOZANO

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- A Texas state board on Wednesday declined to stop what could be the first execution in the U.S. in a case tied to the diagnosis of shaken baby syndrome, rejecting clemency pleas from a man whose claims of innocence have drawn wide support, including from Republican lawmakers and a detective who say the conviction was based on faulty science.
The parole board voted unanimously, 6-0, to not recommend that Robert Roberson's death sentence be commuted to life in prison or that his execution be delayed.
The decision is a major setback for efforts by Roberson's attorneys and a diverse coalition of individuals and groups to stop his lethal injection on Thursday. Roberson, who has long proclaimed his innocence, has few options left. 
Gov. Greg Abbott can only grant clemency after receiving a recommendation from the board. Abbott does have the power to grant a one-time 30-day reprieve without a board recommendation. All members of the board are appointed by the governor. 

    


But in his nearly 10 years as governor, Abbott has halted only one imminent execution, in 2018 when he spared the life of Thomas Whitaker, who had masterminded the fatal shootings of his mother and brother. Abbott said he commuted the sentence in part because Whitaker's father, who survived the shooting, indicated he would be victimized again if the state put to death his last remaining immediate family member. 




Earlier Wednesday, the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals denied another request from Roberson to stay his execution. Roberson's attorneys have asked the U.S. Supreme Court to stay his execution. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Roberson, 57, was condemned for the 2002 killing of his 2-year-old daughter, Nikki Curtis, in the East Texas city of Palestine. 
"We urge Governor Abbott to grant a reprieve of 30 days to allow litigation to continue and have a court hear the overwhelming new medical and scientific evidence that shows Robert Roberson's chronically ill, two-year-old daughter, Nikki, died of natural and accidental causes, not abuse," said Gretchen Sween, one of Roberson's attorneys. 

    


A spokesperson for Abbott did not immediately reply to an email seeking comment Wednesday. 
One of those who has been pushing to stop Roberson's execution is Texas GOP megadonor and conservative activist Doug Deason.
"I believe he is innocent," Deason wrote in a post on X on Tuesday.
Deason told the Houston Chronicle he has been talking directly with Abbott's general counsel, James Sullivan, and two other Abbott staff members in recent weeks about Roberson's case.
The parole board's decision came on the same day as a Texas House committee met in Austin to discuss his case.
Brian Wharton, the lead detective with Palestine police who investigated Curtis' death, told members of the Texas House Criminal Jurisprudence Committee he feels shame for playing a role in Roberson's conviction. He called on Abbott to halt Roberson's execution.
"Don't make my mistake. Listen to Robert. Hear his voice wherever you can find him, on the pages of all those documents you have from his attorney. But listen and you will hear innocence," Wharton told members of the committee, most of whom are part of a bipartisan group of more than 80 state lawmakers, including at least 30 Republicans, who had asked the parole board and Abbott to stop the execution.

    


Roberson's scheduled execution has renewed debate over shaken baby syndrome, which is known in the medical community as abusive head trauma.
His lawyers as well as the Texas lawmakers, medical experts and others say his conviction was based on faulty and now outdated scientific evidence related to shaken baby syndrome. The diagnosis refers to a serious brain injury caused when a child's head is hurt through shaking or some other violent impact, like being slammed against a wall or thrown on the floor.
Roberson's supporters don't deny head and other injuries from child abuse are real. But they say doctors misdiagnosed Curtis' injuries as being related to shaken baby syndrome and that new evidence has shown the girl died not from abuse but from complications related to severe pneumonia.

    


Roberson's attorneys say he was wrongly arrested and later convicted after taking his daughter to a hospital. They say she had fallen out of bed in Roberson's home after being seriously ill for a week. His lawyers say the short fall from the bed would have explained the only injury, a minor one, that a defense expert later found on the girl's head.
Roberson's lawyers have also suggested his autism, which was undiagnosed at the time of his daughter's death, was used against him as authorities became suspicious of him because of his lack of emotion over what had happened to her. Autism impacts how people communicate and interact with others. 
The American Academy of Pediatrics, other medical organizations and prosecutors say the diagnosis is valid and that doctors look at all possible things, including any illnesses, when determining if injuries were attributable to shaken baby syndrome.

    


Anderson County District Attorney Allyson Mitchell, whose office prosecuted Roberson, told the Texas House committee that a hearing was held in 2022 in which Roberson's attorneys presented their new evidence to a judge, who rejected their claims. Mitchell said the prosecution's case showed Curtis had been abused by her father. 
"I trust in the legal process that it has the safety nets and the reviews to do the checks and balances to make sure everything is right. And I believe that did occur here," Mitchell said.
The parole board has recommended clemency in a death row case only six times since the state resumed executions in 1982. In three of those cases -- in 1998, 2007 and 2018 -- death row inmates had their sentences commuted to life in prison within days of their scheduled executions. In two of the cases -- from 2004 and 2009 -- then-Texas Gov. Rick Perry rejected the parole board's recommendation to commute a death sentence to life in prison and the two prisoners were executed.
In 2019, the parole board recommended a 120-day reprieve for Rodney Reed, just days before his scheduled execution. But the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals stayed Reed's execution before Abbott could take any action on the board's recommendation.

Roberson's scheduled execution would come less than a month after Missouri put to death Marcellus Williams amid lingering questions about his guilt and whether his death sentence should have instead been commuted to life in prison. Williams was convicted in the 1998 killing of Lisha Gayle, a social worker and former St. Louis Post-Dispatch reporter. 
___
Follow Juan A. Lozano: https://twitter.com/juanlozano70

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/texas-execution-shaken-baby-syndrome-da54c842eb5f55d24cd30b542060e2ee
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            Family members of Erik and Lyle Menendez called for their release from prison, saying they were sexually abused by their father and "vilified" by a society that was not ready to hear that boys could be raped.
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            Anamaria Baralt, niece of Jose Menendez, speaks during a press conference to announce developments on the case of brothers Erik and Lyle Menendez, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Kitty Menendez' sister, Joan Andersen VanderMolen, bottom left, and niece Karen VanderMolen, right, sit together during a press conference to announce developments on the case of brothers Erik and Lyle Menendez, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            FILE - Lyle, left, and Erik Menendez sit with defense attorney Leslie Abramson, right, in Beverly Hills Municipal Court during a hearing, Nov. 26, 1990. (AP Photo/Nick Ut, File)
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            FILE - An Oct. 31, 2016, photo provided by the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation shows Erik Menendez, left, and a Feb. 22, 2018 photo provided by the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation shows Lyle Menendez. (California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation via AP, File )
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            FILE - Erik Menendez, center, listens to his attorney Leslie Abramson, as his brother Lyle looks on in a Beverly Hills, California, May 17, 1991. (AP Photo/Julie Markes, File)
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            FILE - Lyle Menendez looks up during testimony in his and brother Erik's retrial for the shotgun slayings of their parents, Oct. 20, 1995 in Los Angeles. (Steve Grayson/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            Kitty Menendez' sister, Joan Andersen VanderMolen, center, walks up to podium to make a statement during a press conference to announce developments on the case of brothers Erik and Lyle Menendez, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Kitty Menendez' sister, Joan Andersen VanderMolen, bottom left, and niece Karen VanderMolen, right, sit together during a press conference to announce developments on the case of brothers Erik and Lyle Menendez, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Attorney Brian Freedman speaks during a press conference to announce developments on the case of brothers Erik and Lyle Menendez, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Anamaria Baralt, niece of Jose Menendez, speaks during a press conference to announce developments on the case of brothers Erik and Lyle Menendez, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Kitty Menendez' sister, Joan Andersen VanderMolen, bottom left, and niece Karen VanderMolen, right, sit together during a press conference to announce developments on the case of brothers Erik and Lyle Menendez, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Attorney Mark Geragos informs the media on developments on the case of brothers Lyle and Erik Menendez, both serving life sentences for the murder of their parents in 1989, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024 in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jaimie Ding)
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            A sign is placed before a press conference to announce developments on the case of brothers Erik and Lyle Menendez, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            FILE - Lyle, left, and Erik Menendez sit with defense attorney Leslie Abramson, right, in Beverly Hills Municipal Court during a hearing, Nov. 26, 1990. (AP Photo/Nick Ut, File)
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            FILE - An Oct. 31, 2016, photo provided by the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation shows Erik Menendez, left, and a Feb. 22, 2018 photo provided by the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation shows Lyle Menendez. (California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation via AP, File )
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            FILE - Erik Menendez, center, listens to his attorney Leslie Abramson, as his brother Lyle looks on in a Beverly Hills, California, May 17, 1991. (AP Photo/Julie Markes, File)
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            FILE - Lyle Menendez looks up during testimony in his and brother Erik's retrial for the shotgun slayings of their parents, Oct. 20, 1995 in Los Angeles. (Steve Grayson/Pool Photo via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 14

                                    
                                    FILE - Lyle Menendez looks up during testimony in his and brother Erik's retrial for the shotgun slayings of their parents, Oct. 20, 1995 in Los Angeles. (Steve Grayson/Pool Photo via AP, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 14 | 
            Kitty Menendez' sister, Joan Andersen VanderMolen, center, walks up to podium to make a statement during a press conference to announce developments on the case of brothers Erik and Lyle Menendez, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Attorney Brian Freedman speaks during a press conference to announce developments on the case of brothers Erik and Lyle Menendez, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            A sign is placed before a press conference to announce developments on the case of brothers Erik and Lyle Menendez, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Multiple generations of family members of Erik and Lyle Menendez pleaded for the brothers' release from prison on Wednesday, saying they deserve to be free despite life sentences for the 1989 killings of their parents in Beverly Hills because they had been "brutalized" and sexually abused by their father.
At a news conference in downtown Los Angeles, relatives of the Menendezes said the American public "vilified" the brothers in the wake of the notorious crime, which received national attention, and the jurors who sentenced them to life without parole in 1996 were part of a society that was not ready then to hear that boys could be raped.
Joan Andersen VanderMolen, Kitty Menendez's sister, said the wider family did not know about the extent of the abuse, and she's spent years struggling to come to terms with it all.

    


"It became clear that their actions -- while tragic -- were the desperate response of two boys trying to survive the unspeakable cruel of their father," the 92-year-old aunt said Wednesday.
The news conference was the largest gathering of the multigenerational family since the brothers' sentencing. The public call for their release -- by some 30 relatives from both sides of their parents' families -- comes less than two weeks after the Los Angeles County district attorney announced his office would review new evidence to determine whether the brothers should be serving life sentences.




Lyle Menendez, who was then 21, and Erik Menendez, then 18, admitted they fatally shot-gunned their entertainment executive father, Jose Menendez, and their mother, Kitty Menendez, but said they feared their parents were about to kill them to prevent the disclosure of the father's long-term sexual molestation of Erik.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Several of the family members emphasized that in today's world -- which is more aware of the impact of sexual abuse -- the brothers would not have been convicted of first-degree murder. The relatives walked to the district attorney's office after the news conference Wednesday to speak with prosecutors about the case.

    


"If Lyle and Erik's case were heard today, with the understanding we now have about abuse and PTSD, there is no doubt in my mind that their sentencing would have been very different," said Anamaria Baralt, a niece of Jose Menendez.
Prosecutors at the time contended there was no evidence of molestation, and many details in their story of sexual abuse were not permitted in the trial that led to their conviction. The district attorney's office then said the sons were after their parents' multimillion-dollar estate.
George Gascon, the current district attorney, said this month that there is no question the brothers committed the 1989 killings, but after his office looks at the new evidence, prosecutors will make a decision on whether resentencing is warranted. A hearing was scheduled for Nov. 26.
On Wednesday, Gascon's office said prosecutors met with the family members after the news conference and the case's evidence and sentencing are under review. 

    


"Our office has developed a more modern understanding of sexual violence since the Menendez brothers first faced prosecution," the DA's office said in a statement. "Today, our office acknowledges that sexual violence is a pervasive issue affecting countless individuals -- of all gender identities -- and we are committed to supporting all victims as they navigate the profound impacts of such trauma."
But not every family member agrees that the brothers should be released.
Kitty Menendez's brother, Milton Andersen -- who is 90-years-old -- said through an attorney that he believes "the appropriate sentence" is life in prison without possibility of parole. Andersen was not available for an interview.
"He believes that there was no molestation that occurred. He believes that the motive was pure greed, because they had just learned that they were going to be taken out of the will," said Kathy Cady, Andersen's attorney.
The evidence under prosecutorial review includes a letter written by Erik Menendez that his attorneys say corroborates the allegations that he was sexually abused by his father.

    


Roy Rossello, former member of the Latin pop group Menudo, also recently came forward saying he was drugged and raped by Jose Menendez, the boys' father, when he was a teen in the 1980s.
Menudo was signed under RCA Records, which Jose Menendez was the head of at the time.
Rossello spoke about his abuse in the 2023 Peacock docuseries "Menendez + Menudo: Boys Betrayed." These allegations are part of the evidence listed in the petition filed last year by the Menendez brothers' attorney to review their case. Per the petition, Rossello said he was raped twice by Jose Menendez.
Though Kitty Menendez was not mentioned as abusing her sons, she appears to have facilitated the abuse, according to the petition. One cousin testified during the first trial that Lyle told her he was too scared to sleep in his room because his father would come in and touch his genitals. When the cousin told Kitty Menendez, she "angrily dragged Lyle upstairs by his arm," the petition said.

    


Another family member testified that there was a rule in the Menendez home that when Jose Menendez was in the bedroom with one of the boys, no one was allowed to walk down the hallway past the bedrooms, according to the petition.
"They tried to protect themselves the only way they knew how," said Brian A. Andersen Jr., nephew of Kitty Menendez. "Instead of being seen as victims, they were vilified."
"They are no longer a threat to society," he continued.

The brothers' attorneys said the family believed from the beginning they should have been charged with manslaughter rather than murder. Manslaughter was not an option for the jury during the second trial that ultimately led to the brothers' murder conviction, attorney Mark Geragos previously said.
"The whole world was not ready to hear that boys could be raped," Joan Andersen VanderMolen said, adding "today we know better."
The case has gained new traction in recent weeks after Netflix began streaming the true-crime drama " Monsters: The Lyle and Erik Menendez Story."
Geragos said he hopes to get them released in time for Joan Andersen VanderMolen's 93rd birthday next month. 
"There's nothing she'd like more than to have them home for Thanksgiving," Geragos said.
___
Associated Press journalists Jaimie Ding and Christopher Weber in Los Angeles and Randy Herschaft in New York contributed. 
___
This story has been corrected to show Kitty Menendez's brother's name is Milton Andersen, not Milton Anderson.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/menendez-brothers-california-killings-new-evidence-09b07102fa120297b2ba4767238f364d
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            An Italian navy ship has docked at the Albanian port of Shengjin to bring the first group of 16 migrants intercepted in international waters to be processed there. The vessel arrived on Wednesday as part of a five-year deal signed by both nations last year to tackle migration in the Mediterranean. (AP video shot by Florent Bajrami and Erion Xhabafti)
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            An Italian navy ship docked at the Albanian port of Shengjin on Wednesday carrying the first group of 16 migrants intercepted in international waters. Italy is transferring the first group to Albania, the Interior Ministry said Monday, as part of a contentious plan to process thousands of asylum-seekers outside its borders. (AP video by Zenel Zhinipotoku)
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            Migrantw and security officials walk at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania. Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024 after disembarking from the Italian navy ship Libra, carrying the first group of 16 migrants intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            The Italian navy ship Libra arrives at the port of Shengjin northwestern Albania Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, carrying the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            Migrant and security officials walk at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania. Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024 after disembarking from the Italian navy ship Libra, carrying the first group of 16 migrants intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            Migrants and security officials walk at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania. Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024 after disembarking from the Italian navy ship Libra, carrying the first group of 16 migrants intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            Migrants and security officials walk at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania. Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024 after disembarking from the Italian navy ship Libra, carrying the first group of 16 migrants intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            A migrant and security officials walk at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania. Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024 after disembarking from the Italian navy ship Libra, carrying the first group of 16 migrants intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            Migrants and security officials walk at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania. Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024 after disembarking from the Italian navy ship Libra carrying the first group of 16 migrants intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            The Italian navy ship Libra, right, arrives at the port of Shengjin northwestern Albania Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, carrying the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            FILE - Italy's Premier Giorgia Meloni, right, and Albania's Prime Minister Edi Rama shake hands after the signing of a memorandum of understanding on migrant management centers during a meeting in Rome, Italy, on Nov. 6, 2023. (Roberto Monaldo/LaPresse via AP, File)
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            Security official stands on the Italian navy ship Libra as it arrives at the port of Shengjin northwestern Albania Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, carrying the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters and redirected to Albania in force of an agreement between the two counties. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            The Italian navy ship Libra arrives at the port of Shengjin northwestern Albania Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, carrying the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters and redirected to Albania in force of an agreement between the two counties. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            The Italian navy ship Libra arrives at the port of Shengjin northwestern Albania Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, carrying the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters and redirected to Albania in force of an agreement between the two counties. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            Activists, holding pictures of the Italian and Albanian premiers dressed as police officers, protest at the entrance of the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, following the arrival of an Italian navy ship carrying the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            The Italian navy ship Libra as it arrives at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, carrying the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            A general view of a migrant processing center at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, as the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters arrived Wednesday. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            A view of a migrant processing center at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, as the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters arrived Wednesday. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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                                    An Italian navy ship has docked at the Albanian port of Shengjin to bring the first group of 16 migrants intercepted in international waters to be processed there. The vessel arrived on Wednesday as part of a five-year deal signed by both nations last year to tackle migration in the Mediterranean. (AP video shot by Florent Bajrami and Erion Xhabafti)
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                                    An Italian navy ship docked at the Albanian port of Shengjin on Wednesday carrying the first group of 16 migrants intercepted in international waters. Italy is transferring the first group to Albania, the Interior Ministry said Monday, as part of a contentious plan to process thousands of asylum-seekers outside its borders. (AP video by Zenel Zhinipotoku)
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            Migrantw and security officials walk at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania. Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024 after disembarking from the Italian navy ship Libra, carrying the first group of 16 migrants intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            The Italian navy ship Libra arrives at the port of Shengjin northwestern Albania Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, carrying the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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                                    The Italian navy ship Libra arrives at the port of Shengjin northwestern Albania Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, carrying the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            Migrant and security officials walk at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania. Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024 after disembarking from the Italian navy ship Libra, carrying the first group of 16 migrants intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            Migrants and security officials walk at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania. Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024 after disembarking from the Italian navy ship Libra, carrying the first group of 16 migrants intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            Migrants and security officials walk at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania. Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024 after disembarking from the Italian navy ship Libra, carrying the first group of 16 migrants intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            A migrant and security officials walk at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania. Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024 after disembarking from the Italian navy ship Libra, carrying the first group of 16 migrants intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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                                    A migrant and security officials walk at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania. Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024 after disembarking from the Italian navy ship Libra, carrying the first group of 16 migrants intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            Migrants and security officials walk at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania. Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024 after disembarking from the Italian navy ship Libra carrying the first group of 16 migrants intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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                                    Migrants and security officials walk at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania. Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024 after disembarking from the Italian navy ship Libra carrying the first group of 16 migrants intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            The Italian navy ship Libra, right, arrives at the port of Shengjin northwestern Albania Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, carrying the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            FILE - Italy's Premier Giorgia Meloni, right, and Albania's Prime Minister Edi Rama shake hands after the signing of a memorandum of understanding on migrant management centers during a meeting in Rome, Italy, on Nov. 6, 2023. (Roberto Monaldo/LaPresse via AP, File)
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            Security official stands on the Italian navy ship Libra as it arrives at the port of Shengjin northwestern Albania Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, carrying the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters and redirected to Albania in force of an agreement between the two counties. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            The Italian navy ship Libra arrives at the port of Shengjin northwestern Albania Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, carrying the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters and redirected to Albania in force of an agreement between the two counties. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            The Italian navy ship Libra arrives at the port of Shengjin northwestern Albania Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, carrying the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters and redirected to Albania in force of an agreement between the two counties. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            Activists, holding pictures of the Italian and Albanian premiers dressed as police officers, protest at the entrance of the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, following the arrival of an Italian navy ship carrying the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            The Italian navy ship Libra as it arrives at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, carrying the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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                                    The Italian navy ship Libra as it arrives at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, carrying the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 18 | 
            A general view of a migrant processing center at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, as the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters arrived Wednesday. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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                                    A general view of a migrant processing center at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, as the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters arrived Wednesday. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            A view of a migrant processing center at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, as the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters arrived Wednesday. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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                                    A view of a migrant processing center at the port of Shengjin, northwestern Albania Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, as the first group of migrants who were intercepted in international waters arrived Wednesday. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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                                        SHENGJIN, Albania (AP) -- An Italian navy ship on Wednesday docked at the Albanian port of Shengjin to bring the first group of 16 migrants intercepted in international waters to be processed there.
The naval ship Libra left the port of Lampedusa on Monday with 16 men -- 10 from Bangladesh and six from Egypt -- who were rescued at sea after departing from Libya, a ministry spokesperson said.
Last week, Italy formally opened two centers in Albania where it plans to process thousands of asylum-seekers outside its borders.
The centers will only house adult men, while vulnerable people such as women, children, the elderly and those who are ill or victims of torture will be accommodated in Italy. Families will not be separated.
Based on that criteria, two minors were returned to Italy on an Italian boat, local media reported without elaborating. When asked for a comment, Italy's embassy in Albania said it was not in charge of the centers' operation.

    


Italian Ambassador to Albania Fabrizio Bucci said Friday the two centers were ready to process migrants after the opening was delayed for months to consolidate the crumbling soil at one center, in Gjader where they will be accommodated.




A small group of activists gathered at the entrance of the port to protest the arrival of the migrants, holding a banner saying, "The European dream ends here."
"This deal is against human rights, more concretely the migrants' rights," said Edison Lika, a protester.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Though the center in Gjader has capacity for 3,000 migrants, it will start with 400 and increase to 880 in a few weeks.
The number of people reaching Italy along the central Mediterranean migration route from North Africa has fallen by 61% in 2024, from 2023. According to the Italian Interior Ministry, as of Oct. 15, 54,129 migrants have arrived in Italy by sea this year, compared to 138,947 by the same date last year.

    


Under a five-year deal signed last November by Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni and her Albanian counterpart, Edi Rama, up to 3,000 migrants picked up by the Italian coast guard in international waters each month will be sheltered in Albania. They will be screened initially on board the ships that rescue them before being sent to Albania for further screening.
The two centers will cost Italy 670 million euros ($730 million) over five years. The facilities are run by Italy and are under Italian jurisdiction, while Albanian guards provide external security.
The first center, an area in Shengjin, 66 kilometers (40 miles) northwest of the capital, Tirana, is used for screening newcomers. While another one, about 22 kilometers (14 miles) to its east, near the former military airport in Gjader, accommodates migrants during the processing of their asylum requests.
Italian officials expect the Gjader center will never be at full occupancy but that depends on the flow of migrants brought to Albania.
In Albania, the migrants retain their right under international and European Union law to apply for asylum in Italy and have their claims processed there, a move expected to take a maximum of 28 days, including any appeal case, to process.

    


Italy has agreed to welcome those who are granted asylum. Those whose applications are rejected face deportation directly from Albania.
The controversial agreement to outsource the housing of asylum-seekers to a non-EU member country has been hailed by some countries that, like Italy, are experiencing a high level of migrant arrivals.
The agreement was endorsed by European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen as an example of "out-of-box thinking" in tackling the issue of migration into the European Union.
But it has been slammed by human rights groups as setting a dangerous precedent.
Rama has made it clear that no other country will be able to have such centers in Albania. He said Albania felt an expression of gratitude for the tens of thousands of Albanians who were welcomed by Italy when communism fell in 1991, or support extended by Rome during the economic turmoil in 1997 and in the aftermath of the 2019 earthquake. 

Meloni and her right-wing allies have long demanded that European countries share more of the migration burden. She has held up the Albania agreement as an innovative solution to a problem that has vexed the EU for years.
___
Follow Llazar Semini at https://x.com/lsemini
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            Vice President Kamala Harris's interview with Fox's Bret Baier marked her first foray on the network. Her nearly 30-minute sitdown with Baier repeatedly grew heated, with the two talking over each other over topics like immigration and Donald Trump.
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a campaign event at Washington Crossing Historic Park, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Washington Crossing, Pa. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris engaged in a combative interview with Fox News on Wednesday, sparring with anchor Bret Baier on immigration and shifting policy positions while asserting that if elected, she would not represent a continuation of Joe Biden's presidency.
Harris' interview marked her first foray onto the network, which is popular with conservative viewers, as she looked to broaden her outreach to GOP-leaning voters with less than three weeks until Election Day. Her nearly 30-minute sit-down with Baier repeatedly grew heated, with the two talking over each other. 
When Baier kept talking as Harris tried to respond to his challenges on immigration, Harris said: "May I please finish? ... You have to let me finish, please."
Harris tried repeatedly to pivot the conversation to attacking Donald Trump. But she also had plenty to say about herself.

    


A week after saying she couldn't think of any move made by Biden that she would have done differently, Harris asserted, "My presidency will not be a continuation of Joe Biden's presidency."
Harris did not offer specifics, but said, "Like every new president that comes into office, I will bring my life experiences, and my professional experiences and fresh and new ideas."




Asked to clarify her assertion that she wants to "turn the page," though Democrats currently hold the White House, Harris said she is running on "turning the page from the last decade in which we have been burdened with the kind of rhetoric coming from Donald Trump."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
On immigration, Harris expressed regret over the deaths of women who were killed by people who were detained and then released after crossing into the U.S. illegally during the Biden administration, but she criticized Trump for his role in blocking a bipartisan immigration bill earlier this year that would have boosted border funding. 

    


"I am so sorry for her loss, sincerely," Harris said after Baier played footage of the mother of Jocelyn Nungaray blaming Biden and Harris for her daughter's death.
Harris indicated she no longer supports decriminalizing crossing the border illegally, as she did in 2019.
"That was five years ago and I am very clear that I will follow the law," she said. She gave the same answer about proposals to allow those in the U.S. illegally to get driver's licenses and subsidized healthcare.
Of Trump, she said, "People are exhausted with someone who professes to be a leader and who spends full time demeaning and engaging in personal grievances." She added, "He's not stable."
She also sought to focus Fox viewers on Trump's talk of "the enemy within" and threats to punish political rivals.
Baier challenged Harris over her attestations to Biden's mental stamina after his disastrous debate with Trump in June that forced his exit from the 2024 presidential race and her elevation to the top of the ticket. She again defended Biden, but added, "Joe Biden is not on the ballot and Donald Trump is."
Trump's campaign spokesperson Karoline Leavitt said Harris was "angry, defensive, and once again abdicated any responsibility for the problems Americans are facing." She added that if "Kamala can't handle the pressure of an interview with Fox News, she certainly can't handle the pressure of being president of the United States."

    


Pushing back against Baier's line of questioning, Harris at one point said, "I would like if we could have a conversation that is grounded in a full assessment of the facts."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Harris campaign spokesperson Brian Fallon said her team felt she "achieved what we set out to achieve" with the "Special Report" host. "She was able to reach an audience that has probably been not exposed to the arguments she's been making on the trail and she also got to show her toughness in standing tall against a hostile interviewer," he said.

Referring to former Trump challenger Nikki Haley, Fallon said, "I think there's a good number of independents and Haley-style Republicans who are very open to voting for Vice President Harris and that's why we are open to doing events with Republicans and on Fox News."
__
AP writer Will Weissert contributed.
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            More than 140 people, including children, were killed in Nigeria when an overturned gasoline tanker truck exploded in flames while they tried to scoop up fuel, emergency services said Wednesday.
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            People prepare bodies for funeral following a tanker explosion in Majiya town, Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct.16, 2024. ( AP Photo/ Sani Maikatanga)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 18 | 
            People gather at the scene of a tanker explosion in Majiya town Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct.16, 2024. ( AP Photo/ Sani Maikatanga)
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            People carry the body of a victim of a tanker explosion for funeral in Majiya town, Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)
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            People prepare bodies for burial, following a tanker explosion in Majiya town, Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)
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            People gather at the scene of a tanker explosion in Majiya town, Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)
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            People gather at the scene of a tanker explosion in Majiya town Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct.16, 2024. ( AP Photo/ Sani Maikatanga)
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            People prepare bodies for funeral following a tanker explosion in Majiya town Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct.16, 2024. ( AP Photo/ Sani Maikatanga)
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            People prepare bodies for burial following a tanker explosion in Majiya town, Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)
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            People carry the body of a victim of a tanker explosion ahead of a funeral in Majiya town, Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)
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            People carry the body of a victim of a tanker explosion before a funeral in Majiya town, Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)
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            Victims of a tanker explosion from Majiya town receive treatment inside an ambulance at the Aminu Kano teaching hospital in Kano Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)
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            Victims of a tanker explosion from Majiya town receive treatment inside an ambulance at the Aminu Kano teaching hospital in Kano Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)
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            People prepare bodies for burial following a tanker explosion in Majiya town, Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)
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            People gather at the scene of a fuel tanker explosion in Majiya town, Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)
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            People carry the body of a victim of a tanker explosion for funeral in Majiya town, Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)
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            People prepare bodies for burial following a tanker explosion in Majiya town, Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)
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            People prepare bodies for burial following a tanker explosion in Majiya town, Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)
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            People prepare bodies for funeral following a tanker explosion in Majiya town, Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct.16, 2024. ( AP Photo/ Sani Maikatanga)
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                                    People prepare bodies for funeral following a tanker explosion in Majiya town, Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct.16, 2024. ( AP Photo/ Sani Maikatanga)
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            People gather at the scene of a tanker explosion in Majiya town Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct.16, 2024. ( AP Photo/ Sani Maikatanga)
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                                    People gather at the scene of a tanker explosion in Majiya town Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct.16, 2024. ( AP Photo/ Sani Maikatanga)
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            People carry the body of a victim of a tanker explosion for funeral in Majiya town, Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 18

                                    
                                    People carry the body of a victim of a tanker explosion for funeral in Majiya town, Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 18 | 
            People prepare bodies for burial, following a tanker explosion in Majiya town, Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)
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            People prepare bodies for burial following a tanker explosion in Majiya town, Nigeria, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)
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                                        ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) -- More than 140 people, including children, were killed in Nigeria when an overturned gasoline tanker truck exploded in flames while they tried to scoop up fuel, emergency services said Wednesday. Dozens more were injured.
Deadly tanker accidents are common in Nigeria, Africa's most populous country, which lacks an efficient railway system to transport cargo. People often salvage fuel with cups and buckets -- especially because of soaring fuel prices, which have tripled since the government ended costly gas subsidies last year.
The latest accident occurred at midnight in northern Jigawa state's Majiya town when the tanker driver lost control on a highway, police spokesperson Lawan Adam said. Residents rushed to the scene before the "massive inferno."
Most of the bodies were unrecognizable, emergency services said.

    


"Close to 140 people were put in a mass grave, apart from people buried in other places," the head of the National Emergency Management Agency in the region, Nura Abdullahi, told The Associated Press.
Most other victims were "burned to ashes" at the scene, said Dr. Haruna Mairiga, head of the Jigawa emergency services.




"If they knew (about the danger), they wouldn't have gone to fetch (the fuel)," Mairiga said.
But resident Sani Umar told local Channels Television the fire spread so quickly that many couldn't escape. "People were running in all directions, screaming for help," Umar said.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
More than 1,500 accidents involving fuel tankers occurred in Nigeria in 2020, resulting in 535 deaths, according to Nigeria's Federal Road Safety Corps. In many cases, there are no prosecutions and victims or their families are not compensated, experts say.
At least 48 people were killed in September when a fuel tanker collided with another truck in north-central Nigeria.
The latest accident revived questions about the implementation of safety measures and traffic regulations in the West African country.

    


Many tankers are not designed according to international best practices to avoid spillage during accidents, said Timothy Iwuagwu, president of the Institute of Safety Professionals of Nigeria. The agencies charged with enforcing safety regulations also often fail to do so, he said.

"There are also not enough awareness campaigns, (and) people are not willfully compliant" with safety measures when such accidents happen, Iwuagwu said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nigeria-gasoline-tanker-explosion-7af046fdb8016e79d14744666013fbf2
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- A Georgia judge has declared that seven new election rules recently passed by the State Election Board are "illegal, unconstitutional and void."
Fulton County Superior Court Judge Thomas Cox issued the order Wednesday after holding a hearing on challenges to the rules. The rules that Cox invalidated include three that had gotten a lot of attention -- one that requires that the number of ballots be hand-counted after the close of polls and two that had to do with the certification of election results.
Cox found that the rules are "unsupported by Georgia's Election Code and are in fact contrary to the Election Code." He also wrote that the State Election Board did not have authority to pass them. He ordered the board to immediately remove the rules and to inform all state and local election officials that the rules are void and not to be followed.

    


The Associated Press has reached out to the lawyers for the State Election Board, as well as the three Republican members who had supported the rules, seeking comment on the judge's ruling. They could appeal but time is running short with less than three weeks to go until Election Day.




The State Election Board, which is controlled by three Republicans endorsed by former President Donald Trump, has passed numerous rules in recent months mostly dealing with the processes that happen after ballots are cast. Trump narrowly lost Georgia to Democrat Joe Biden in the 2020 presidential election but claimed without proof that widespread fraud cost him victory in the state. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Democratic Party organizations, local election officials and a group headed by a former Republican state lawmaker have filed at least half a dozen lawsuits over the rules. Democrats, voting rights groups and some legal experts have raised concerns that some rules could be used by Trump allies to delay or avoid certification or to cast doubt on results if he loses next month's presidential election to Democratic Vice President Kamala Harris.

    


Cox's ruling came in a lawsuit filed by Eternal Vigilance Action, which was founded and led by former state Rep. Scot Turner, a Republican. The organization had argued that the State Election Board overstepped its authority in adopting the rules.
Reached by phone Wednesday evening, Turner said he was "thrilled with the victory."
"It was a complete and total victory for the Constitution of the United States," he said. "These rules were opposed by citizens that are Republican, as well as Democrats and independents. This is not about party. It's about doing what's constitutional and reestablishing separation of powers, and that's something that every conservative in this country should be concerned with and support."
One new rule that the judge blocked requires that three separate poll workers count the number of Election Day ballots by hand to make sure the number of paper ballots matches the electronic tallies on scanners, check-in computers and voting machines. 
Georgia voters make selections on a touchscreen voting machine that prints out a piece of paper with a human-readable list of the voter's choices as well as a QR code. That is the ballot that the voter puts into a scanner, which records the votes. The hand-count would be of the paper ballots -- not the votes. 

    


Critics, including many county election officials, argued that a hand-count could slow the reporting of election results and put an extra burden on poll workers at the end of an already long day. They also said there isn't enough time to adequately train poll workers.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


The rule's supporters argued the count would take extra minutes, not hours. They also noted that scanner memory cards with the vote tallies could be sent to central tabulation centers in each county while the hand-count is completed so the reporting of results would not be slowed.
Fulton County Superior Court Judge Robert McBurney on Tuesday had temporarily blocked the hand-count for the November election while he considers the legal merits. He said the hand-count may ultimately prove to be good policy, but it's too close to the general election to implement it now. 

    


Cox wrote that the rule "is nowhere authorized" by Georgia laws, which "proscribe the duties of poll officers after the polls close. Hand counting is not among them."
Two other new rules that Cox invalidated were passed by the State Election Board in August and have to do with certification. One provides a definition of certification that includes requiring county officials to conduct a "reasonable inquiry" before certifying results, but it does not specify what that means. The other includes language allowing county election officials "to examine all election related documentation created during the conduct of elections."
Supporters argued those rules are necessary to ensure the accuracy of the vote totals before county election officials sign off on them. Critics said they could be used to delay or deny certification. 

    


The first certification rule is not part of Georgia law and "adds an additional and undefined step into the certification process," Cox wrote, saying it is thus "inconsistent with and unsupported by" Georgia law, making it "void and unenforceable." The second rule is "directly inconsistent" with Georgia law, "which provides the time, manner, and method in which election-related documents must be produced and maintained," he wrote.
The other rules Cox said are illegal and unconstitutional are ones that: require someone delivering an absentee ballot in person to provide a signature and photo ID; demand video surveillance and recording of ballot drop boxes after polls close during early voting; expand the mandatory designated areas where partisan poll watchers can stand at tabulation centers; and require daily public updates of the number of votes cast during early voting.
At least half a dozen lawsuits had been filed challenging some or all of the new rules. The Democratic National Committee and the Democratic Party of Georgia had filed two lawsuits and joined others. Election boards in some counties and individual election officials in other counties had also sued.
Republican Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger, the state's top elections official, has said the last-minute nature of the rules creates confusion for voters and poll workers and can undermine confidence in election results. An association of county election officials also asked the state board to tap the brakes on new rules.

And in a memo last month, the office of state Attorney General Chris Carr, also a Republican, warned that some rules appeared to conflict with existing law.
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            Vice President Kamala Harris took part in an audio hall with radio host Charlamagne tha God. She explained her agenda and sounded warnings about Republican Donald Trump.
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, participates in an interview with Charlamagne Tha God, co-host of iHeartMedia's morning show The Breakfast Club, in Detroit, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris chats with the hosts during a commercial break at The View, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in New York. From left are Sara Haines, Ana Navarro, Whoopi Goldberg, Harris, Joy Behar and Sunny Hostin. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- As the presidential race moves into its final weeks, Democrat Kamala Harris and Republican Donald Trump embarked on an interview blitz that offered new details about their policy priorities and their political strategies. 
In recent days, Harris has sat with Charlamagne tha God, whose radio show is especially popular among younger and Black audiences, and appeared in a combative 30-minute interview on Fox News, typically a safe haven for Republicans. Trump, meanwhile, participated in a contentious interview with the editor of Bloomberg News at an economic forum in Chicago, though the crowd was friendly to him, and participated in town halls on Fox News and the Spanish-language network Univision.
Here are some takeaways from the cascade of appearances:
Controlled campaigns are going public -- with risks
Both candidates have largely avoided traditional interviews during the campaign, preferring to sit before friendly hosts, often in nontraditional media settings. The two-day interview marathon was a noteworthy partial break from that strategy.

    


Harris, whom the Trump campaign hammered for not doing interviews after replacing President Joe Biden at the top of the Democratic ticket, has ramped up the pace this month. The vice president appeared on ABC's "The View," spoke with radio host Howard Stern and taped a show with late-night comedian Stephen Colbert, among other appearances. She also sat down with the newsmagazine "60 Minutes," as is traditional for presidential candidates, while Trump canceled his appearance with the show.




Harris' appearance on Fox with anchor Bret Baier on Wednesday seemed designed to show her willingness to face any questioner, especially after Trump bailed on "60 Minutes." The risks of that became apparent quickly as Baier challenged her immediately on immigration and often interrupted her afterward.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In contrast, Trump, in his Chicago interview Tuesday, frequently spoke over Bloomberg editor-in-chief John Micklethwait and even insulted him as the audience cheered Trump on. Micklethwait challenged Trump's support for tariffs and his plans to pay for his campaign promises.

    


The former president also faced a friendly all-women audience in a Fox News town hall before participating in a town hall on the Spanish-language network Univision, where he faced pointed questions from Latino voters. Like Harris, Trump is trying to broaden his coalition to get the key votes he needs to win the neck-and-neck race. So, for him as well, every interview counts.
Trump offers tacit acknowledgment that he's vulnerable on abortion
Trump has repeatedly said he is proud of his leading role in the reversal of Roe v. Wade. But his latest comments on abortion serve as a fresh reminder that the Republican understands that the issue is dangerous politically for him and his party.
He was forced to defend his position when asked a surprisingly pointed question from the all-women audience at a Fox News town hall. 
"Women are entitled to do what they want to and need to do with their bodies, including their unborn. That's on them regardless of the circumstance," the questioner said. "Some are necessary to save their own lives. Why is the government involved in women's basic rights?"

    


Trump initially responded with his typical refrain that the issue had been returned to the states. But he also acknowledged that some of the state laws are "too tough." And he went further: "And this is going to be redone, because already there's a movement in those states ... to redo it." 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


It's not exactly clear what Trump was referring to. There is little evidence that pro-Trump Republican officials in states that have adopted strict abortion bans, some that take effect before many women realize they're pregnant, are taking action to "redo" their laws. 
A few states with strict bans have questions on the ballot this year that would roll them back. That includes Florida, where Trump has criticized the ban as too harsh but also said he would vote to uphold the law.
The truth is that the reversal of Roe has been a political disaster for Trump's Republican Party. Women have revolted against the GOP in various elections since the Supreme Court ruling. But Trump is betting that muddying the waters with vague promises and a softer tone might limit the damage come November. 

    


Harris agrees that Trump is a 'fascist' as Trump doubles down on authoritarian rhetoric

Charlamagne pushed the limits of Harris' rhetoric when the Democrat reminded voters that they had "two choices ... and it's two very different visions for our nation."
"The other is about fascism. Why can't we just say it?" Charlamagne interjected.
Harris immediately replied, "Yes, we can say that."
It was the first time the vice president so directly and publicly agreed with that kind of language to describe Trump. The exchange underscored Harris' decision to revert to a key Biden argument as Election Day draws near: Democracy is on the line on Nov. 5. And, the Democratic argument goes, Trump is unfit to lead because of his lies about the legitimacy of the 2020 election, his role in the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol riot and his consistent authoritarian rhetoric, among other things.

    


Trump offered a fresh example during his appearances on Fox and Univision.
When pressed about his supporters' violent attack against the Capitol, Trump defended his loyalists. "That was a day of love from the standpoint of the millions," he said on Univision. 
He also refused to back down from his weekend comments that his Democratic rivals represent a more serious threat to the United States than China and Russia. Over the weekend and again in the Fox interview, he called them "the enemy within." 
Experts have warned that such language is common among authoritarian leaders seeking to quell dissent.
"It is the enemy from within, and they're very dangerous. They're Marxists and communists and fascists," Trump said on Fox, naming former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif., who served on the congressional committee that investigated Trump's role in the Jan. 6 insurrection. 
Harris tried to hammer Trump over the comments on Fox, but the network played a truncated clip of Trump contending it was "the other side" that was a threat to democracy. Harris complained that wasn't a full portrayal of what he said.
Both campaigns are vying to win over Black men
In an election that could be decided on the margins, every vote counts. In the final stretch toward the election, Trump and Harris are turning their focus to Black men.
Harris, in her interview with Charlamagne, warned that Trump wanted to oversee a return to harsh policing tactics known as "stop and frisk" that disproportionately affect Black men. She promised to push for legislation to address discriminatory law enforcement practices and decriminalize marijuana arrests, which also affect Black men disproportionately. And she said reparations for ancestors of slaves should be studied, a position that isn't new but one that Trump has sought to exploit to help strengthen his advantage with white voters.
It was among the first times this campaign season that criminal justice reforms have been a leading talking point for Harris, though they dominated in 2020.

Trump oozed confidence when he addressed Black voters Tuesday. Both parties concede that while Harris is likely to win Black voters overwhelmingly, Trump is eating into her margins, especially among young Black men. Any significant shift could be consequential in a razor-thin election. 
"Any African American or Hispanic, and you know how well I'm doing there, that votes for Kamala, you've got to have your head examined," Trump said.
Harris said part of her challenge is that Trump's campaign is "trying to scare people away because otherwise they know they have nothing to run on."
"Ask Donald Trump what is his plan for Black America," she said. "Ask him."
___
Peoples reported from New York. Riccardi reported from Denver. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/harris-trump-election-interviews-media-13718f1c4f17586c33dab88d928152ab
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a Univision town hall, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Doral, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a Univision town hall, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Doral, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign event at Washington Crossing Historic Park, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Washington Crossing, Pa. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                        WASHINGTON CROSSING, Pa. (AP) -- Surrounded by more than 100 former Republican officeholders and officials, Democrat Kamala Harris urged GOP voters on Wednesday to put "country first" and abandon Donald Trump.
The Democratic presidential candidate made her case to Republican voters that the patriotic choice was her party in next month's election because Trump is "unstable" and "unhinged" and would eviscerate democratic norms if given a second White House term.
"America must heed this warning," said Harris, speaking at a rally near where Gen. George Washington led hundreds of troops across the Delaware River to a major victory in the Revolutionary War.
Joined by the former lawmakers and government officials for a rally in the Philadelphia suburbs, Harris said, "Anyone who tramples on our democratic values as Donald Trump has, anyone who has called for the 'termination' of the Constitution of the United States as Donald Trump has, must never again stand behind the seal of the president of the United States."

    


The rally was part of Harris' effort to appeal to a swath of Republican voters in battleground states that she believes still can be swayed.




With 20 days to go, Harris is hoping to tear away any Republican or on-the-fence voter by warning that Trump is looking to govern with "unchecked power." She has pledged to nominate a Republican to her Cabinet and create a bipartisan council to advise her on policy matters if elected.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Meanwhile, Trump addressed Latino voters in Miami, Florida. It's a group that historically has leaned Democratic but that Republicans have made inroads with.
Trump is walking a tightrope as he looks to woo Latino voters.
On Wednesday, he defended his call for mass deportation of immigrants who are in the U.S. illegally, even as he nodded to a need for immigrant labor during a town hall-style event on Univision, the nation's largest Spanish-language network.

    


"We want workers, and we want them to come in, but they have to come in legally, and they have to love our country," the Republican presidential candidate said during the event, scheduled to air Wednesday evening. Trump was answering the question of Jorge Velasquez, a farm worker who said most people doing such jobs are undocumented and suggested, if they're deported, food prices will increase. 
Trump then returned to his criticism of Harris for being a critical player in the Biden administration's that presided over an influx of migrants with criminal backgrounds. 
The event featured pointed questions for Trump, about his wife Melania's support for abortion rights, noted in her new memoir, and about the Jan. 6, 2021, siege of the U.S. Capitol by his supporters who breached the building in an attempt to stop the certification of the 2020 election results. 
"Your own vice president doesn't want to support you now," said Ramiro Gonzalez, of Tampa, Florida, a Republican who said he was no longer registered with the party but wanted to give Trump the chance to win him back. Gonzalez was referring to former Vice President Mike Pence, who has disavowed Trump in light of Jan. 6. 

    


Trump's response: "Hundreds of thousands of people come to Washington. They didn't come because of me. They came because of the election. They thought the election was a rigged election. That's why they came."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"That was a day of love from the standpoint of the millions," Trump told Gonzalez. 
Harris was in Bucks County, a vote-rich stretch of suburban Philadelphia where Democrats have held a narrow advantage in recent presidential elections. Her advisers believe she needs to improve her margins in Philadelphia and surrounding suburbs to win the state's 19 electoral votes.
Harris was joined for her rally by former Reps. Barbara Comstock of Virginia, Jim Greenwood of Pennsylvania, Mickey Edwards of Oklahoma and Adam Kinzinger of Illinois as well as Republican officials from every administration going back to Ronald Reagan.
"No matter your party, no matter who you voted for last time, there is a place for you in this campaign," Harris said. "The coalition we have built has room for everyone who is ready to turn the page on the chaos and instability of Donald Trump."

    


Several of the GOP surrogates said that supporting a Democrat felt awkward but was necessary due to Trump's rejection of electoral norms and his support of the rioters who tried to stop the certification of his 2020 election loss to President Joe Biden. 
"You know, Donald Trump may be running as a Republican, but the truth is, he does not share those long held Republican values of supporting democracy, of standing for the rule of law, and a faithfulness to the Constitution as a Republican," Kinzinger said. "That saddens me." 
Harris tapped a couple, Pennsylvania farmers Bob and Kristina Lange who had previously backed Trump, to introduce her at the rally. Bob twice voted for Trump and Kristina backed him in 2016. 

    


"Never in a million years did either of us think that we'd be standing here supporting a Democrat," Kristina Lange said. "But we've had enough. We've had enough."
Some of the rallygoers who have voted Republican in the past said they were looking for the party to rewind to its fiscal conservative roots.
"We need more Republicans to stand up and say, 'This is not what our party is about, this is not what we are about,'" said Sarah Larson, 53, of East Rockhill Township, who last voted for a Republican presidential candidate in 2008 when John McCain was at the top of the ticket. "It's not what we recognize anymore as Republican values - which is less government, more freedom - right now."
While in Pennsylvania, Harris conducted an interview with Fox News' Bret Baier in which the two sparred over immigration policy and her shifting policy positions over the years, among other things. A week after saying she couldn't think of any move made by Biden that she would have done differently, Harris asserted that "My presidency will not be a continuation of Joe Biden's presidency."
Trump and Harris also campaigned in Pennsylvania Monday, when the Republican was in nearby Oaks while Harris was on the opposite end of the state in Erie County, among Pennsylvania's most closely divided counties over the past two presidential contests. 

Harris' simplest path toward the 270-vote winning threshold in the Electoral College is by carrying a trio of northern battleground states, Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. Harris campaigned in Detroit Tuesday and planned to campaign in three Wisconsin cities Thursday. 
___
Beaumont reported from Des Moines, Iowa. Maryclaire Dale in Washington Crossing, Pennsylvania, contributed reporting.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/harris-trump-presidential-campaign-8975f37859dc16de3a7e8a99c5d07760



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



People with felony records can now vote in Nebraska -- and it could help tip the balance in November
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                    FILE - Nebraska Secretary of State Bob Evnen holds a news conference in Lincoln, Neb., Nov. 4, 2020. (AP Photo/Nati Harnik, File)
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                                        OMAHA, Neb. (AP) -- Nebraska's top election official had no authority to strip voting rights from people convicted of a felony, the state Supreme Court ruled Wednesday in a decision that could add hundreds of new voters to the rolls and potentially help tip the balance on Nov. 5.
The order by Republican Secretary of State Bob Evnen could have kept 7,000 or more Nebraskans from voting in the upcoming election, the American Civil Liberties Union said. Many reside in Nebraska's Omaha-centered 2nd Congressional District, where both the presidency and the makeup of Congress could be at stake.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: People with felony records can now vote in Nebraska -- and it could help tip the balance in November
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports Nebraska's high court has ruled on voting rights for people with felony records.

    

In July, Evnen had ordered county election officials to reject voter registrations from those with felony convictions, citing an opinion from the state attorney general. That opinion, which Evnen had requested, deemed as unconstitutional a law passed this year by the Legislature immediately restoring the voting rights of those who complete the terms of their felony sentences.

    


"Patty and Selma at the Department of Motor Vehicles may not be constitutional scholars, but they know that they are expected to follow the law," Justice Lindsey Miller-Lerman wrote in Wednesday's ruling, using names that appear to reference the older sisters of Marge Simpson from the animated TV show "The Simpsons." 




She also criticized Evnen and Attorney General Mike Hilgers for taking it upon themselves to declare the law unconstitutional, writing, "Do we want to live in a world where every state employee who has a hunch a statute is flawed gets to ignore it?"

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Evnen released a statement following the ruling saying he had reversed his earlier order to county election officials. Hilgers simply said he appreciated the court's clarification.
Nebraska is heavily Republican overall but is one of two states -- the other is Maine -- that apportions its Electoral College votes by congressional district. The Omaha-area district has twice awarded its one vote to Democratic presidential candidates -- to Barack Obama in 2008 and again to Joe Biden in 2020. In a 2024 presidential race shown by polling to be a dead heat, a single electoral vote could be decisive.

    


Registered Republicans outnumber Democrats in the district by more than 13,000 following a 2021 redrawing of the boundaries. But the district also has nearly 114,000 independent and third-party voters. In 2020, Biden bested former President Donald Trump there by more than 22,000 votes.
Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris and Democratic groups have spent millions there to secure the precious electoral vote -- far more than Trump and Republican groups.
Nebraska also has competitive races for one U.S. Senate seat and the 2nd District's U.S. House seat. Two-term Republican Sen. Deb Fischer faces a strong challenge from independent candidate Dan Osborn, a former union leader who eschewed both major parties. In the House race, Republican Rep. Don Bacon is running against Democratic state Sen. Tony Vargas in a rematch of a 2022 contest that Bacon narrowly won.

    


The last day to register to vote for the 2024 general election in Nebraska is Oct. 25 and must be done in person.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


The attorney general's opinion said the 2024 law allowing people with felony convictions to vote violated the state constitution's separation of powers, because only the state Board of Pardons under the control of the executive branch could restore voting rights through rarely-issued pardons. Evnen, Hilgers and Gov. Jim Pillen -- all Republicans -- make up the three-member Pardons Board.
The opinion also found unconstitutional a 2005 state law that restored voting rights two years after the completion of a felony sentence.
In its ruling, the Nebraska Supreme Court unanimously agreed to order election officials to enforce the 2024 law, noting the election is days away and that the state constitution allows only a supermajority of five state Supreme Court justices to determine whether a law passed by the Legislature is unconstitutional. 
But the justices diverged wildly on whether they believe both voting-rights laws are constitutional. Several justices said the court should not reach a conclusion, while two of its most conservative members -- Justices Jeffrey Funke and John Freudenberg -- said they would find them unconstitutional.

    


Miller-Lerman disagreed in a scathing retort, saying that to find the laws unconstitutional could disenfranchise 59,000 Nebraska residents who have been eligible to vote since the 2005 law passed and that such a finding would consolidate power in the executive branch.
The ACLU represented advocacy group Civic Nebraska and two Nebraska residents -- Jeremy Jonak, who plans to register as a Republican, and Gregory Spung, an independent. Both men have felony records and would have been denied the right to vote under Evnen's directive. Because Evnen's move came only weeks ahead of the November election, the ACLU took the lawsuit directly to the Nebraska Supreme Court.

    


"For so long, I was uncertain if my voice would truly count under this law," Spung said in a statement. "Today's decision reaffirms the fundamental principle that every vote matters."
At a news conference Wednesday held by several advocacy organizations, Jason Kotas spoke on behalf of RISE, a Nebraska nonprofit that supports those leaving prison. He also spoke as someone who spent most of his adult life behind bars for crimes committed while addicted to drugs and alcohol.
"So, I'm 50 years old, and this is the first time in my life I'll be able to register to vote," Kotas said minutes before walking to a local election office to register. "This is a really big deal. I think people who have never lost this right -- I don't even think you really understand how important this is."
Felony disenfranchisement laws date to the Jim Crow era and mainly targeted Black people, according to experts. Black registered voters have an overwhelmingly positive view of Harris, according to a recent poll from the AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research.
Restoration of the voting rights of people with felony convictions has drawn national attention in recent years. In Florida, lawmakers weakened a 2018 voter-approved constitutional amendment to restore the voting rights of most people convicted of felonies. Following that, an election police unit championed by Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis arrested 20 such people. Several said they were confused by the arrests because they had been allowed to register to vote.
In Tennessee, lawmakers killed a bipartisan bill this year that would have let residents convicted of felonies apply to vote again without also restoring their gun rights.

Dozens of states allow people with felony convictions to vote, either for those not currently in prison or upon completion of their sentences. Two states, Maine and Vermont, allow even those in prison to vote. But despite a recent trend toward restoration of rights, felony disenfranchisement laws prevent around 5.85 million people across the country from voting, according to the ACLU.
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What to know about shaken baby syndrome as a Texas man could be first in US executed over it

    What to know about shaken baby syndrome as a Texas man could be first in US executed over it

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            The Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles on Wednesday denied a request for clemency for a man who this week could be the first person in the U.S. executed for a murder conviction tied to the diagnosis of shaken baby syndrome.
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            Casandra Rivera, left, Anna Vasquez, second from left, and Elizabeth Ramirez, center, of the "San Antonio 4" group, hold boxes with petitions being delivered in the Texas State capitol for Texas Gov. Greg Abbott seeking the pardoning of Robert Roberson's execution, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024 in Austin, Texas. Roberson, 57, is scheduled to receive a lethal injection on Oct. 17, for the 2002 killing of his 2-year-old daughter, Nikki Curtis, in the East Texas city of Palestine. Roberson has long proclaimed his innocence. (AP Photo/Nadia Lathan)
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            FILE - Texas lawmakers meet with Robert Roberson at a prison in Livingston, Texas, on Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Criminal Justice Reform Caucus, file)
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            Elizabeth Ramirez, center, Casandra Rivera, center right, and Anna Vasquez, second from right, of the "San Antonio 4" group, deliver boxes with petitions in the Texas State capitol for Texas Gov. Greg Abbott seeking the pardoning of Robert Roberson's execution, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Austin, Texas. Roberson, 57, is scheduled to receive a lethal injection on Oct. 17, for the 2002 killing of his 2-year-old daughter, Nikki Curtis, in the East Texas city of Palestine. Roberson has long proclaimed his innocence. (AP Photo/Nadia Lathan)
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                                    The Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles on Wednesday denied a request for clemency for a man who this week could be the first person in the U.S. executed for a murder conviction tied to the diagnosis of shaken baby syndrome.
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            FILE - Texas lawmakers meet with Robert Roberson at a prison in Livingston, Texas, on Sept. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Criminal Justice Reform Caucus, file)
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- A Texas man this week could become the first person executed in the U.S. for a murder conviction tied to the diagnosis of shaken baby syndrome.
The Texas Board of Parole on Wednesday voted 6-0 against recommending clemency for Robert Roberson, who is scheduled to receive a lethal injection on Thursday. The board also denied him a 180-day reprieve. 
Republican Gov. Greg Abbott can only grant clemency after receiving a recommendation from the board, which had come under public bipartisan pressure in recent weeks to spare Roberson's life.
Roberson, 57, is set to be executed for the 2002 killing of his 2-year-old daughter, Nikki Curtis. His attorneys have asked the U.S. Supreme Court to stay the execution. 
Roberson has long proclaimed his innocence. His lawyers as well as a bipartisan group of Texas lawmakers, medical experts and others don't deny that head and other injuries from child abuse are real. But they argue his conviction was based on faulty and now outdated scientific evidence and say new evidence has shown Curtis died from complications related to severe pneumonia.

    


But prosecutors maintain Roberson's new evidence does not disprove their case that Curtis died from injuries inflicted by her father. 




Roberson's scheduled execution renewed debate over shaken baby syndrome. On one side of the debate are lawyers and some in the medical and scientific communities who argue the shaken baby diagnosis is flawed and has led to wrongful convictions. On the other side are prosecutors and medical societies from the U.S. and around the world who say the diagnosis is valid, has been scientifically proven and is the leading cause of fatal head injuries in children younger than 2 years of age.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Here's what to know about the highly scrutinized diagnosis ahead of Roberson's scheduled execution:
What is shaken baby syndrome?
The diagnosis refers to a serious brain injury caused when a child's head is injured through shaking or some other violent impact, like being slammed against a wall or thrown on the floor, usually by an adult caregiver, said Dr. Suzanne Haney, a child abuse pediatrician and member of the American Academy of Pediatrics Council on Child Abuse and Neglect.

    


The term was changed in 2009 to abusive head trauma, a more inclusive diagnosis, Haney said.
There are about 1,300 reported cases of shaken baby syndrome/abusive head trauma in the U.S. each year, according to the National Center on Shaken Baby Syndrome.
What is the debate over shaken baby syndrome?
Critics allege doctors have been focused on concluding child abuse due to shaken baby syndrome whenever a triad of symptoms -- bleeding around the brain, brain swelling and bleeding in the eyes -- was found. Critics say doctors have not considered that things like short falls with head impact and naturally occurring illnesses like pneumonia, could mimic an inflicted head injury.
Roberson's attorneys and other supporters are not saying that child abuse doesn't exist or that shaking a baby is safe, said Kate Judson, executive director of the Center for Integrity in Forensic Sciences, a Wisconsin-based nonprofit that seeks to improve the reliability of forensic science evidence.

    


"This is a case about whether someone was misdiagnosed and justice wasn't served," Judson said. 
While Haney declined to comment on Roberson's case, she said there is no disagreement within a vast majority of the medical community about the validity and science behind the diagnosis.
Haney said doctors are not just focused on a triad of symptoms to determine child abuse, but instead look at all possible things, including any illnesses, that could have caused the injuries.
"I worry the pushback against abusive head trauma as a diagnosis is going to interfere with the prevention efforts that are out there and therefore allow more children to get harmed," Haney said.
Judson said she believes that doctors in Roberson's case did not consider all possible causes, including illness, to explain what happened to his daughter and used the triad of symptoms to only focus on child abuse. 
What are the concerns Roberson's supporters are raising?
Roberson's attorneys say he was wrongly arrested and later convicted after taking his daughter to a hospital. She had fallen out of bed in their home in the East Texas city of Palestine after being seriously ill for a week.

    


New evidence gathered since his 2003 trial shows his daughter died from undiagnosed pneumonia that progressed to sepsis and was likely accelerated by medications that should not have been prescribed to her and made it harder for her to breathe, said Gretchen Sween, Roberson's attorney.
The Anderson County District Attorney's Office, which prosecuted Roberson, has said in court documents that after a 2022 hearing to consider the new evidence, a judge rejected the theories that pneumonia and other diseases caused Curtis' death.
What have courts said about shaken baby syndrome?
In recent years, courts around the country have overturned convictions or dropped charges centered on shaken baby syndrome, including in California, Ohio, Massachusetts and Michigan.

    


In a ruling last week in a different shaken baby syndrome case out of Dallas County, the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals ordered a new trial after finding scientific advancements related to the diagnosis would now likely result in an acquittal in that case.
But the appeals court has repeatedly denied Roberson's request to stay his execution, most recently on Friday.
In the U.S., at least eight individuals have been sentenced to death because of shaken baby syndrome, said Robin Maher, executive director of the Death Penalty Information Center. Two of these eight have been exonerated and Roberson is the only one to have received execution dates.
"According to the National Registry of Exonerations, at least 30 people across the country have been exonerated based on this discredited scientific theory," Maher said.
But Danielle Vazquez, executive director of the Utah-based National Center on Shaken Baby Syndrome, said a 2021 research article found that 97% of more than 1,400 convictions related to shaken baby syndrome/abusive head trauma from 2008 to 2018 were upheld and that such convictions were rarely overturned on the grounds of medical evidence.

Vazquez said her organization is worried that doubts that have been raised about the diagnosis could cause some parents or caregivers to wrongly think that shaking a baby is not harmful. 
___
Follow Juan A. Lozano: https://twitter.com/juanlozano70
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Canadian police went public with Indian diplomat allegations to prevent more violence, Trudeau says
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            A diplomatic row that has strained bilateral relations between India and Canada for over a year has boiled over as the countries expelled each other's top diplomats over the killing of a Sikh activist in Canada and allegations of other crimes there.
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            Canada's Prime Minister Justin Trudeau testifies at the Foreign Interference Commission in Ottawa, Ontario, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Canada's Prime Minister Justin Trudeau testifies at the Foreign Interference Commission in Ottawa, Ontario, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Canada's Prime Minister Justin Trudeau appears as a witness at the Foreign Interference Commission in Ottawa, Ontario, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick/The Canadian Press via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 10 | 
            Canada's Prime Minister Justin Trudeau appears as a witness at the Foreign Interference Commission in Ottawa, Ontario, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Canada's Prime Minister Justin Trudeau testifies at the Foreign Interference Commission in Ottawa, Ontario, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (Justin Tang/The Canadian Press via AP)
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                                    A diplomatic row that has strained bilateral relations between India and Canada for over a year has boiled over as the countries expelled each other's top diplomats over the killing of a Sikh activist in Canada and allegations of other crimes there.
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said Wednesday that Canada's national police force went public with its allegations against Indian diplomats this week because it had to disrupt violent acts in Canada including drive-by-shootings, extortions and even murder.
The Royal Canadian Police said Monday it had identified India's top diplomat in the country and five other diplomats as persons of interest in the June 2023 killing of Sikh activist Hardeep Singh Nijjar. The RCMP also said they uncovered evidence of an intensifying campaign against Canadians by agents of the Indian government.
"We are not looking to provoke or create a fight with India," Trudeau said. "The Indian government made a horrific mistake in thinking that they could interfere as aggressively as they did in the safety and sovereignty of Canada. We need to respond in order to ensure Canadians safety."

    


Niijar's killing has strained bilateral relations between India and Canada for over a year and boiled over this week as the countries expelled each other's top diplomats over those allegations and other alleged crimes in Canada.




Trudeau said he has tried not to "blow up" relations with India and that Canadian officials provided evidence privately with their Indian counterparts who, he said, have been uncooperative.
"The decision by the RCMP to go forward with that announcement was entirely anchored in public safety and a goal of disrupting the chain of activities that was resulting in drive by shootings, home invasions, violent extortion and even murder in and across Canada," Trudeau said while testifying Wednesday before the Foreign Interference Commission in Ottawa. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Trudeau said Indian diplomats have been passing information about Canadians to the highest levels of the Indian government which was then shared with organized crime, resulting in violence against Canadians.

    


"It was the RCMP's determination that that scheme needed to be disrupted," he said. 
RCMP Commissioner Mike Duheme said Monday police have evidence allegedly tying Indian government agents to other homicides and violent acts in Canada. He declined to provide specifics, citing ongoing investigations, but he said there have been well over a dozen credible and imminent threats that have resulted in police warning members of the South Asian community, notably the pro-Khalistan, or Sikh independence, movement.
Trudeau said India has violated Canada's sovereignty. India has rejected the accusations as absurd.
In response to Trudeau's testimony at the inquiry, India's foreign ministry claimed again that Canada has not provided evidence of the allegations. In a statement, the ministry blamed Trudeau for "the damage that this cavalier behavior has caused to India-Canada relations."
India has repeatedly criticized Trudeau's government for being soft on supporters of the Khalistan movement who live in Canada. The Khalistan movement is banned in India but has support among the Sikh diaspora, particularly in Canada.
Nijjar, 45, was fatally shot in his pickup truck after he left the Sikh temple he led in Surrey, British Columbia. An Indian-born citizen of Canada, he owned a plumbing business and was a leader in what remains of a once-strong movement to create an independent Sikh homeland.

    


Four Indian nationals living in Canada were charged with Niijar's murder and are awaiting trial. 
Trudeau noted his government could have gone public with the allegations when Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi hosted the G20 Summit in September 2023, but chose not to. He met with Modi and expressed concerns privately then.
"It was a big moment for India welcoming all the leaders of the world to New Delhi for a very important summit and we had the opportunity of making it a very uncomfortable summit for India if we went public with these allegations ahead of time," said Trudeau. "We chose to continue to work with India behind the scenes to try and get India to cooperate with us."
Trudeau said that when he returned home India's response, particularly through the media, was to attack Canada.

    


Trudeau later went public in Parliament with the allegation that the Indian government might have been involved in Niijar's killing. He said there were about to be media stories detailing the allegation of India's possible involvement in the killing of a Canadian Sikh on Canadian soil. He said he went public because of worries about public safety.
Canada's foreign minister on Monday said violence in Canada has worsened since then.

The British government said India should cooperate with Canada's investigation into accusations that its government has been involved in an escalating number of violent crimes in Canada. In a statement, the British Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office said India's cooperation with Canada's legal process "is the right next step."
A U.S. State Department spokesman told a news conference Tuesday that the U.S. had long been asking India to cooperate with Canadian authorities. 
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                                        FLORHAM PARK, N.J. (AP) -- Davante Adams will be Aaron Rodgers' house guest for a while, at least until the New York Jets' newly acquired wide receiver gets situated.
So, they drove together to the team facility Wednesday morning. And then sat next to each other during the team meeting, just like old times.
"I turned to him and just said, 'Man, how crazy is this?'" Rodgers said with a big grin. "It's something that when we get together in the offseasons, we joke about, but it never seemed like a possibility or going to happen.

    


"So it's good to be with him."
The two longtime Green Bay Packers teammates will also be back together on the football field in Pittsburgh on Sunday night, when Adams expects to make his Jets debut and catch passes again from his pal.
"Definitely, I'll be able to roll," Adams said.
The star wide receiver, acquired from Las Vegas on Tuesday, was limited during the team's walkthrough session. Adams missed the Raiders' past three games with a hamstring injury that coincided with his request to be traded. 
After a whirlwind 48 hours and months of speculation, he was back with Rodgers and in his familiar No. 17 jersey -- this time in green and white.

    






"It's been a roller coaster, for sure," Adams said. "It's a weird thing to say that I'm happy, but obviously, it was time for a change. And this whole thing kind of transpired a little weird, but at the end of the day, we're in a better place.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I think the Raiders are in a better place, as well. And everyone can kind of move on. But it's definitely been a roller coaster -- a little bit up and down and left and right here and there. But we ultimately got it done."

    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    



    


The 31-year-old Adams caught 103 passes last season for 1,144 yards and eight touchdowns for the Raiders, his second season in Las Vegas after eight with Rodgers in Green Bay. 
He had 18 receptions for 209 yards and a touchdown in three games with Las Vegas this season before the hamstring injury -- and subsequent trade request. Adams acknowledged he was frustrated and needed a change.
When asked about what he meant by both sides being better off, Adams said "let me choose my words carefully here" and talked about a difference in opinion of how he was being used, some of the offensive plans and how defenses were defending him.
"Just because they want to line up with the safety and try to play cover-2, we don't just shut it down and move on," Adams said. "Sometimes you've got to find a way to still make the play work because if you're just looking for single coverage in order for me to make a play, I won't be able to make many plays over the course of a year, just based on how I'm being played by a lot of these defenses.
"I think some of it is: Get me to a place where I've got a lot of familiarity with this offense and the quarterback. (Rodgers) understands how I see the game and how I see the ball thrown and all those things and sometimes he can make it easier."

    


Adams and Rodgers will immediately renew their on-field connection, which was one of the greatest quarterback-wide receivers in recent NFL history. Adams caught 615 passes from Rodgers for 7,517 yards and 68 touchdowns during eight seasons together in Green Bay. That's the most in all three categories between any combination of active players.
He'll join a suddenly crowded Jets wide receivers group that includes Garrett Wilson, who leads New York with 41 receptions, Allen Lazard, Mike Williams, Xavier Gipson, Irvin Charles and rookie Malachi Corley. There are some questions as to how new offensive play caller Todd Downing will be able to find roles for everyone while also integrating Adams into the system.
"It's a really cool problem to have," interim head coach Jeff Ulbrich said. "It's going to give us an opportunity to have more flexibility where we move these guys around."
Williams, a free agent signing last offseason, has been slow to develop a rapport with Rodgers. He was the intended receiver when Rodgers threw interceptions on the Jets' last offensive series in losses to Buffalo and Minnesota. Rodgers said Williams was in the wrong spot on the throw that was picked off by Taron Johnson on Monday night. 
Adams' arrival, in particular, clouds Williams' role in the offense. Williams was not at the team's walkthrough Wednesday for what the team listed on the injury report as "personal" reasons. 

    


Meanwhile, ESPN reported Adams restructured his contract to lower his salary cap this season and two voidable years were added, so the sides can negotiate moving forward. His salary cap hit would be $44.1 million in each of the next two seasons.
Adams made it clear he's looking at the Jets as a long-term destination.
"I mean, I hope so," he said. "That's the plan. I mean, I want to be here. I never go somewhere in hopes of having to find a new home."
Injuries

Rodgers sat out the walkthrough while resting his banged-up left ankle. The 40-year-old quarterback was limited during the team's first two practices last week before fully participating last Saturday. Ulbrich said Rodgers should practice Thursday and be fine to play Sunday.
Cornerbacks D.J. Reed (groin) and Michael Carter II (back) also didn't practice and could miss the game. 
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Elon Musk, a tech mogul who is the world's richest person, plunged more than $70 million into helping Donald Trump and other Republicans win in November's election, making him one of the biggest donors to GOP causes this campaign season, according to campaign finance disclosures released this week. 
Musk made the donation over the summer to America PAC, a super political action committee he launched in May to aid Trump in his bid to return to the White House. It quickly became a central player in Trump's election effort. 
"The America PAC is just aiming for common sense, centrist values," the Space X and Tesla founder said Tuesday on his social media platform X, shortly after the sum of money he contributed was made public in a campaign finance filing.
Super PACs like Musk's America PAC can raise and spend unlimited sums of money but are typically are forbidden from coordinating their efforts with the candidates they support. A recent opinion by the Federal Election Commission, which regulates federal political campaigns, allowed for candidates and these big-spending groups to work together on so-called ground game efforts, which are the armies of people deployed to knock on doors to help turn out the vote. 

    


While candidates and political parties have traditionally organized and paid for such efforts, Trump's campaign has struggled to raise money this year and has turned to a handful of outside groups to undertake the work, with Musk's America PAC being top among them. 




But in doing so, the campaign has outsourced a core function to a coterie of untested groups that operate independently. Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis ' decision to have an outside group canvass for him was is said to be one of the reasons his presidential bid failed.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
So far, America PAC has spent over $38 million on voter "canvassing" efforts, according to campaign finance disclosures.

    


Much of America PACs money has been paid to a handful of consulting firms, including a number that are linked to Phil Cox, a former presidential campaign aide to DeSantis and a onetime executive director of the Republican Governors Association. Businesses under the umbrella of Cox's various companies have collected at least $21 million since August, records show.
Trump's outsourcing much of his get-out-the-vote effort is not the only unorthodox strategy his campaign has adopted this year. His campaign and allies have also jettisoned the traditional approach toward getting out the vote, which typically focused on winning over independent or moderate voters to your side. Instead, they are trying to drive turnout among Trump supporters who seldom cast a ballot, a novel if risky approach. 
Though Musk is America PAC's top donor, he is not its only one. The super PAC also collected about $8.75 million from a handful of wealthy donors, including the Winklevoss twins, Tyler and Cameron, the disputed creators of Facebook. 

The super PAC has spent nearly $80 million this year. Though most of the spending has gone toward the presidential race, at least $5 million has been spent to help Republican House candidates. 
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            FILE - Construction laborer Myrtle Wilson prepares for a the installation of windows on a building on Jan. 9, 2019 in New York. (AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews, File)
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            FILE - A nurse works at the El Nuevo San Juan Health Center at the Bronx borough in New York on Jan. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)
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            File - A waitress works at a restaurant in Chicago on March 23, 2023. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)
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            FILE - Construction laborer Myrtle Wilson prepares for a the installation of windows on a building on Jan. 9, 2019 in New York. (AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews, File)
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            FILE - A nurse works at the El Nuevo San Juan Health Center at the Bronx borough in New York on Jan. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)
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            File - A waitress works at a restaurant in Chicago on March 23, 2023. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Just how much of a setback was the COVID-19 pandemic for U.S. working women? 
Although women who lost or left their jobs at the height of the crisis have largely returned to the workforce, a recent finding points to the price many paid for stepping back: In 2023, the gender wage gap between men and women working full-time widened year-over-year for the first time in 20 years, according to an annual report from the U.S. Census Bureau.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: What's behind the widening gender wage gap in the US?
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports on what's behind the widening gender wage gap.

    

Women working full time earned 83 cents on the dollar compared to men in 2023, down from a historic high of 84 cents in 2022. The Census Bureau called it the first statistically significant widening of the ratio since 2003.
Economists trying to make sense of the data say it captures a complicated moment during the disjointed post-pandemic labor market recovery when many women finally returned to work full-time, especially in hard-hit low-wage industries where they are overrepresented like hospitality, social work and caretaking. 

    


The news is not all bad: Wages rose for all workers last year, but faster for men. And while the gender wage gap rose, it's on par with what it was in 2019 before the pandemic hit. 




S.J. Glynn, the Labor Department's chief economist, said it's too soon to tell whether 2023 was a blip or the start of a worrisome new trend for the gender wage gap. But she said that even a reversion to the pre-pandemic status quo is a reminder of how far behind women were in the first place, and shows how the pandemic slowed the march toward gender equity.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
And while the wage gap reached a historic low in 2022, that may have been a "false narrowing" because so many low-wage women had been pushed out of full-time jobs by the pandemic that it drove up the average female median earnings, said Noreen Farrell, executive director of Equal Rights Advocates and chair of Equal Pay Today, a coalition of groups advocating for workplace gender equity.

    



    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
A surge of Latinas into the workforce had an impact
Hispanic women in particular illustrate the complexities of this moment. They were the only demographic group of women overall whose wage gap narrowed marginally between 2022 and 2023 in comparison to white men working full time, according to Census Bureau data analyzed by both the National Women's Law Center and the National Partnership for Women and Families, research and advocacy groups. For Black women and Asian women, the wage gap widened, and for white women, it stayed the same. 
Despite their wages rising slightly faster than for other women, however, Latinas remain among the lowest paid workers -- with median full-time earnings of $43,880, compared with $50,470 for Black women, $60,450 for white women and $75,950 for white men. Consequently, their rapid entry into the full-time workforce in 2023 helped slow down median wage gains for women overall, likely contributing to the widening of the gender wage that year, according to Liana Fox, assistant division chief in the Social, Economic and Housing Statistics Division at the Census Bureau. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Latinas have increasingly become a driving force of the U.S. economy as they enter the workforce at a faster pace than non-Hispanic people. Between 2022 and 2023, the number of Latinas working full time surged by 5% while the overall number of full-time female workers stayed the same.

    


Ariane Hegewisch, program director of employment and earnings at the Institute for Women's Policy Research, said the slight narrowing of the wage gap for Latinas may be because their presence in top earning occupations grew from 13.5% to 14.2% last year, according to an IWPR analysis of federal labor data.
However, the portion of Latinas in full-time low-wage jobs also grew in 2023, she added.
The recovery is leaving behind part-time Latina workers
Latina workers were among the hardest hit by the pandemic, suffering the highest unemployment rate at 20.1% in April 2020 of any major demographic group, according to a Labor Department report that examined the pandemic's disproportionate toll on women. 
Domestic workers, who are disproportionately immigrant women, especially felt the effects. Many lost their jobs, including Ingrid Vaca, a Hispanic home care worker for older adults in Falls Church, Virginia.

    


Vaca, who is from La Paz, Bolivia, contracted COVID-19 several times and was hospitalized for a week in 2020 because she was having trouble breathing. She continued to test positive even when she recovered, so was unable to enter families' homes or work for most of that year or the next.
She had no money for food or rent. "It was very hard," she said, describing how she lost clients during her time away and is still struggling to find full-time, stable work. 
The Census Bureau calculates the gender wage gap by comparing only men and women who work year-round in full-time jobs. But a grimmer picture for women emerges from data that includes part-time workers, said Jocelyn Frye, president of the National Partnership for Women & Families.

    


Latinas, for instance, are only paid 51 cents for every dollar paid to white men by this measure, and their gender wage gap widened from 52 cents on the dollar in 2022 according to the organization's report, which analyzed Census Bureau microdata.
Matthew Fienup, executive director of California Lutheran University's Center for Economic Research & Forecasting, said he expects the gains in Latina wages, educational attainment and contributions to the U.S. GDP "to continue for the foreseeable future." For women overall, he noted that the gender wage gap has steadily narrowed since 1981 despite occasionally widening from one-year-to the next.
"It's important not to put too much emphasis on a single year's data point," he added.
Political divisions have hampered policy solutions
Still, the pace of progress has been slow and seen periods of stagnation. 
The U.S. will continue to have a gender pay gap until the country addresses the structural problems that are causing it, according to Seher Khawaja, director of Economic Justice at national women's civil rights organization Legal Momentum.
"There are a few underlying problems that we're really not correcting," Khawaja said. 
For example, the current economy relies heavily on women doing unpaid or underpaid care work for children and older adults. "Until we come to terms with the fact that we need to give care work the value that it deserves, women are going to continue to be left behind," Khawaja said.
While many Democrats and Republican agree on the structural challenges facing women in the workforce, they have struggled to find common ground on policy solutions, including expanding paid family leave and offering protection for pregnant workers. 
An ongoing battle centers around the Democratic-sponsored Paycheck Fairness Act, which would update the Equal Pay Act of 1963, including by protecting workers from retaliation for discussing their pay, a practice advocates say helps keeps workers in the dark about wage discrimination. 
Republicans have generally opposed the bill as redundant and conducive to frivolous lawsuits. Vice President Kamala Harris, however, reiterated her support for Democratic-sponsored bill on Monday following the death of one of its most prominent supporters, the equal pay icon Lilly Ledbetter. 
Pay inequity, meanwhile has ripple effects, Khawaja explained: "It's not only women who suffer. It is their families, their children who are suffering from the lack of adequate income and compensation. And this is driving intergenerational cycles of poverty and insecurity." 
___

The Associated Press' women in the workforce and state government coverage receives financial support from Pivotal Ventures. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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            Israeli strikes have killed at least 15 people in the southern Lebanese town of Qana, which has long been associated with civilian deaths after Israeli strikes during previous conflicts with Hezbollah. There was no immediate comment from the Israeli military on the strikes in Qana late Tuesday.
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            Dozens of mourners attended a mass funeral Wednesday in northern Lebanon for displaced people who were killed in an Israeli airstrike earlier this week. (AP Video: Yahya Habchiti)
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            Destroyed buildings that were hit by Israeli airstrikes are seen in Qana village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Rescue workers carry remains of people at at site that was hit by Israeli airstrikes in Qana village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Smoke rises from Israeli airstrikes on Dahiyeh, Beirut's southern suburbs, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 21 | 
            Rescue workers carry remains of killed people at the site that was hit by Israeli airstrikes in Qana village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Rescue workers use a bulldozer to remove rubble of destroyed buildings, as they search for victims at the site that was hit by Israeli airstrikes in Qana village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            An excavator is used by a rescue worker to remove the rubble of destroyed buildings at the site that was hit by Israeli airstrikes in Qana village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Rescue workers use a bulldozer to remove rubble of destroyed buildings at the site that was hit by Israeli airstrikes in Qana village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Smoke rise from Israeli airstrikes on Dahiyeh, Beirut's southern suburbs, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Rescue workers use a bulldozer to remove rubble of destroyed buildings, as they search for victims at the site that was hit by Israeli airstrikes in Qana village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Rescue workers search for victims at the site that was hit by Israeli airstrikes in Qana village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Smoke rise from destroyed buildings that were hit by Israeli airstrikes in Qana village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Rescue workers carry remains of killed people at the site that was hit by Israeli airstrikes in Qana village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Smoke from Israeli bombardment rises from the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Smoke from Israeli bombardment rises from the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Damage to a home struck by a rocket fired from Lebanon in the town of Majd al-Krum , northern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            A member of Israeli security forces surveys damage to a home struck by a rocket fired from Lebanon in the town of Majd al-Krum, northern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            A Lebanese barber cuts the hair of a customer in front of his shop in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. The Arabic placard on the window reads: "We will not leave Palestine." (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            The cross atop of Our Lady of Hadath Church appears in front of Beirut's Dahiyeh suburb, background, that remains in darkness after Israeli airstrikes, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Israeli security forces survey damage to a home struck by a rocket fired from Lebanon in the town of Majd al-Krum, northern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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                                    Israeli strikes have killed at least 15 people in the southern Lebanese town of Qana, which has long been associated with civilian deaths after Israeli strikes during previous conflicts with Hezbollah. There was no immediate comment from the Israeli military on the strikes in Qana late Tuesday.
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                                    Dozens of mourners attended a mass funeral Wednesday in northern Lebanon for displaced people who were killed in an Israeli airstrike earlier this week. (AP Video: Yahya Habchiti)
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            Destroyed buildings that were hit by Israeli airstrikes are seen in Qana village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 21

                                    
                                    Destroyed buildings that were hit by Israeli airstrikes are seen in Qana village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 21 | 
            Rescue workers carry remains of people at at site that was hit by Israeli airstrikes in Qana village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Smoke rises from Israeli airstrikes on Dahiyeh, Beirut's southern suburbs, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Rescue workers carry remains of killed people at the site that was hit by Israeli airstrikes in Qana village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Rescue workers use a bulldozer to remove rubble of destroyed buildings, as they search for victims at the site that was hit by Israeli airstrikes in Qana village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            An excavator is used by a rescue worker to remove the rubble of destroyed buildings at the site that was hit by Israeli airstrikes in Qana village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Rescue workers use a bulldozer to remove rubble of destroyed buildings at the site that was hit by Israeli airstrikes in Qana village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Smoke rise from Israeli airstrikes on Dahiyeh, Beirut's southern suburbs, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Rescue workers use a bulldozer to remove rubble of destroyed buildings, as they search for victims at the site that was hit by Israeli airstrikes in Qana village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Rescue workers search for victims at the site that was hit by Israeli airstrikes in Qana village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Smoke rise from destroyed buildings that were hit by Israeli airstrikes in Qana village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Rescue workers carry remains of killed people at the site that was hit by Israeli airstrikes in Qana village, south Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Smoke from Israeli bombardment rises from the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Smoke from Israeli bombardment rises from the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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                                    Smoke from Israeli bombardment rises from the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Damage to a home struck by a rocket fired from Lebanon in the town of Majd al-Krum , northern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            A member of Israeli security forces surveys damage to a home struck by a rocket fired from Lebanon in the town of Majd al-Krum, northern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            A Lebanese barber cuts the hair of a customer in front of his shop in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. The Arabic placard on the window reads: "We will not leave Palestine." (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            The cross atop of Our Lady of Hadath Church appears in front of Beirut's Dahiyeh suburb, background, that remains in darkness after Israeli airstrikes, Lebanon, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Israeli security forces survey damage to a home struck by a rocket fired from Lebanon in the town of Majd al-Krum, northern Israel, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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                                        QANA, Lebanon (AP) -- Israeli airstrikes pounded areas across Lebanon, killing at least 27 people over the past 24 hours, officials said Wednesday, including more than a dozen in a southern town where Israeli bombardments in previous conflicts are seared into local memory.
Elsewhere in the south, a city's mayor was among the dead in a strike that Lebanese officials said targeted a meeting to coordinate relief efforts.
The Israeli military said they were targeting a Hezbollah commander in the strikes late Tuesday on the southern town of Qana, where 15 people were killed. Associated Press photos and video of the scene showed several flattened buildings and others with their top floors collapsed. Rescue workers carried away the remains of dead people and used a bulldozer to remove rubble, as they searched for more victims. 
Israel said the target was Jalal Mustafa Hariri, a Hezbollah commander in charge of the Qana area. 

    


In 1996, Israeli artillery shelling on a United Nations compound housing hundreds of displaced people in Qana killed at least 100 civilians and wounded scores more people, including four U.N. peacekeepers. During the 2006 war, an Israeli strike on a residential building killed nearly three dozen people, a third of them children. Israel said at the time that it struck a Hezbollah rocket launcher behind the building.




"Qana always gets its share," Mayor Mohammed Krasht told the AP, referring to the town's grim history.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Lebanon's caretaker prime minister, Najib Mikati, meanwhile accused Israel of "intentionally targeting" a municipal council meeting to discuss relief efforts in Nabatiyeh, where six people were killed. 
"What solution can be hoped for in light of this reality?" he asked in a statement.
Strikes continued across Lebanon, including in the eastern Bekaa Valley and Nabatiyeh, in southern Lebanon, where the Israeli military said it targeted Hezbollah command centers and weapons facilities that had been embedded in civilian areas. Lebanon's crisis response unit recorded 138 airstrikes and shellings Wednesday.

    


The Israeli military said Hezbollah launched more than 90 projectiles toward Israel on Wednesday. Four civilians were wounded in the strikes, according to Israel's Magen David Adom rescue service.
Israel says it blew up a Hezbollah tunnel 
A widely circulated video showed the Israeli army detonating massive explosives on a hill in Mhaibeb, a town about three kilometers (two miles) from the border with Israel. The Israeli military said they targeted a Hezbollah tunnel beneath the village. The mayor of the neighboring village Mays el Jabal, Abdelmoe'm Shucair, told the AP that families had already left the village.
State Department spokesperson Matthew Miller told reporters in Washington the US was aware of the footage and that "obviously, we do not want to see entire villages destroyed." He called on Israel to go after Hezbollah targets in a way that "protects civilian infrastructure and protects civilians." 
Israel also resumed its barrage on Beirut's southern suburbs after a six-day pause, hitting what it said was an arms warehouse under an apartment building, without providing evidence. The military warned residents to evacuate before the strike, and there were no reports of casualties.

    


During an assessment of the situation in Israel's north on Wednesday, Israel Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said Israel was gleaning intelligence from their capture of Hezbollah militants that was significantly weakening Hezbollah's ability to launch attacks. "We will conduct negotiations under fire, I said that on the first day, I said it in Gaza, I said it here - this is our tool," he told soldiers operating in southern Lebanon.
Israel resumes strikes on Beirut
The strikes on southern Beirut came after Mikati said the United States had given him assurances that Israel would curb its strikes on the capital.
Hezbollah has a strong presence in southern Beirut, known as the Dahiyeh, which is also a residential and commercial area home to large numbers of civilians and people unaffiliated with the militant group.
The Israeli military posted an evacuation warning on the social media platform X ahead of the strike in Beirut. An AP photographer saw three airstrikes in the area, the first coming less than an hour after the notice.

    


In Nabatiyeh, more than half a dozen strikes hit the city and surrounding areas, according to Lebanon's Health Ministry, which said 16 people were killed and 52 wounded. The city's mayor, Ahmad Kahil, was among those killed, provincial governor Huwaida Turk told The Associated Press.
In his statement about Nabatiyeh, Mikati, the caretaker prime minister, said the international community has been "deliberately silent" about Israeli strikes that have killed civilians.
U.N. Special Coordinator for Lebanon Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert called reports of Kahlil's death "alarming."
"This attack follows other incidents in which civilians and civilian infrastructure have been targeted across Lebanon," she said.

    


Hezbollah began firing rockets into Israel on Oct. 8, 2023, in solidarity with the Palestinian militant group Hamas, following the surprise Hamas attack on southern Israel that triggered the war in Gaza. 
A year of low-level fighting along the Israel-Lebanon border escalated into an all-out war last month, and Israel invaded Lebanon at the start of October. Israeli airstrikes have killed Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah and most of his senior commanders, and Israel has vowed to continue its offensive until its citizens can safely return to communities near the border.
The Lebanese Health Ministry said 2,377 people have been killed in Lebanon since last October, more than three-quarters of them in the past month. The fighting has displaced some 1.2 million people in Lebanon, including some 400,000 children.
Hezbollah's rocket attacks, which have extended their range and grown more intense over the past month, have driven around 60,000 Israelis from their homes in the north. The attacks have killed nearly 60 people in Israel, around half of them soldiers.
Hezbollah has said it will keep up its attacks until there is a cease-fire in Gaza, but that appears increasingly remote after months of negotiations brokered by the United States, Egypt and Qatar sputtered to a halt.
Palestinians say 350 bodies recovered from Israeli operation in Gaza
Israel is still at war in Gaza more than a year after Hamas' attack, in which some 1,200 people were killed, mostly civilians, and another 250 were abducted. Around 100 captives are still being held, about a third of whom are believed to be dead.
Israel has been carrying out a major operation for more than a week in Jabaliya, an urban refugee camp in the territory's north dating back to the 1948 war surrounding Israel's creation. Israeli forces have repeatedly returned to Jabaliya and other areas after saying that Hamas militants had regrouped.
Hospitals received around 350 bodies since the Jabaliya offensive began on Oct. 6, according to Dr. Mounir al-Boursh, the director-general of Gaza's Health Ministry. He told the AP that more than half the dead were women and children, adding that many bodies remain in the streets and under the rubble, with rescue teams unable to reach them because of Israeli strikes. "Entire families have disappeared," he said.
Israel's offensive has killed over 42,000 people, according to the Health Ministry, which does not say how many were fighters but says more than half were women and children. The offensive has left large areas in ruins and displaced around 90% of Gaza's population of 2.3 million people, forcing hundreds of thousands into crowded tent camps or schools-turned-shelters.
___

Chehayeb and Abou AlJoud reported from Beirut. Associated Press reporters Ahmad Mantash in Sidon, Lebanon, Samy Magdy in Cairo, and Melanie Lidman in Tel Aviv, Israel contributed.
___
Find more of AP's coverage of the war at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war.
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Kidney transplants are safe between people with HIV, new US study shows
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                    In this photo provided by Johns Hopkins Medicine, Dr. Dorry Segev, right, performs the first U.S. transplant of a kidney from a deceased donor who had HIV into a recipient living with HIV, in Baltimore, in March 2016. (Johns Hopkins Medicine via AP)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            CARLA K. JOHNSON

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        People with HIV can safely receive donated kidneys from deceased donors with the virus, according to a large study that comes as the U.S. government moves to expand the practice. That could shorten the wait for organs for all, regardless of HIV status.
The new study, published Wednesday in the New England Journal of Medicine, looked at 198 kidney transplants performed across the U.S. Researchers found similar results whether the donated organ came from a person with or without the AIDS virus.
Last month, the Department of Health and Human Services proposed a rule change that would allow these types of kidney and liver transplants outside of research studies. A final rule would apply to both living and deceased donors. If approved, it could take effect in the coming year.
Participants in the study were HIV positive, had kidney failure and agreed to receive an organ from either an HIV-positive deceased donor or an HIV-negative deceased donor, whichever kidney became available first.

    


Researchers followed the organ recipients for up to four years. They compared the half who received kidneys from HIV-positive donors to those whose kidneys came from donors without HIV.




Both groups had similar high rates of overall survival and low rates of organ rejection. Virus levels rose for 13 patients in the HIV donor group and for four in the other group, mostly tied to patients failing to take HIV medications consistently, and in all cases returned to very low or undetectable levels.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"This demonstrates the safety and the fantastic outcomes that we're seeing from these transplants," said study co-author Dr. Dorry Segev of NYU Langone Health.
In 2010, surgeons in South Africa provided the first evidence that using HIV-positive donor organs was safe in people with HIV. But the practice wasn't allowed in the United States until 2013 when the government lifted a ban and allowed research studies, at the urging of Segev. At first, the studies were with deceased donors. Then in 2019, Segev and others at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore performed the world's first kidney transplant from a living donor with HIV to an HIV-positive recipient.

    


All told, 500 transplants of kidneys and livers from HIV-positive donors have been done in the U.S.
People with HIV have been actively discouraged from signing up to be organ donors by stigma and outdated state laws and policies criminalizing organ donation for people with HIV, said Carrie Foote, a sociology professor at Indiana University in Indianapolis.
"Not only can we help those of us living with this disease, but we free up more organs in the entire organ pool so that those who don't have HIV can get an organ faster," said Foote, who is HIV positive and a registered organ donor. "It's a win-win for everyone."
More than 90,000 people are on the waiting list for kidney transplants, according to the U.S. Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network. In 2022, more than 4,000 people died waiting for kidneys.
In an editorial in the journal, Dr. Elmi Muller of Stellenbosch University in South Africa predicted the new study will have "far-reaching effects in many countries that do not perform transplantations with these organs."

    


"Above all, we have taken yet another step toward fairness and equality for persons living with HIV," wrote Muller, who pioneered the practice.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Signings of the times: Banished letters of intent, shrunk transfer window equals more college chaos
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            FILE - Lakeside High School's Rashad Roundtree signs a letter of intent on national signing day, Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2015, at Lakeside High School in Evans, Ga. (Jon-Michael Sullivan/The Augusta Chronicle via AP)
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            FILE - Kentucky head coach Mark Stoops watches during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Georgia, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Lexington, Ky. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)
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            FILE - Missouri head coach Eliah Drinkwitz watches the action during the second half of an NCAA football game against Massachusetts on Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Amherst, Mass. (AP Photo/Greg M. Cooper, File)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


The time-honored tradition of high school athletes proudly sitting behind a table and signing a national letter of intent is a thing of the past. In its place starting in a matter of weeks, athletes will ink their name to something different -- a financial aid package that will likely be tied to a revenue-sharing contract.
Coaches reacted with a mix of shock and confusion to the latest end of business as usual in college sports. The NCAA announced the death of the letter of intent last week on the same day it introduced a newly condensed schedule for signing players out of the transfer portal.
"There's been so much going on, so many moving pieces in the middle of our season, that quite honestly, myself and a bunch of our colleagues, we have no idea what the heck is going on," Kentucky football coach Mark Stoops said after hearing about the latest changes.

    


All the changes are, in some way, related to the antitrust settlement a federal judge conditionally approved last week that will result in universities paying their athletes directly through a revenue-sharing program. And that stems from a series of legal and legislative rulings that have allowed college athletes to make money on the use of their name, image and likeness (NIL) since July 2021.




With no national law to pull things together, and with the NCAA's rulemaking authority gutted by the courts, a group called the Conference Commissioners Association, which has looked over letters of intent for decades, made the recommendation to do away with them for good.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
What was the national letter of intent and why did it matter?
National letters of intent date to 1964 and used to be a rite of passage, a sign that a player had "made it." They were a player's signed word that he or she would play for at least one year at a certain university.
When players started being able to earn money in 2021, and when they became able to transfer without as many restrictions as in the past, the letters became less important than the financial arrangements that accompanied them, including terms of the NIL deals the players were signing through third parties that supported their soon-to-be school.

    


Now that the schools are headed toward paying players directly, instead of signing the letter, the players will sign a financial aid agreement that will likely be paired with a contract dictating the terms of their revenue-sharing agreement.
Michael LeRoy, a labor law professor at Illinois familiar with college athletics, said the changes will have an impact. He predicted that bidding for transfers will be less active -- and lucrative - when revenue sharing becomes a primary focus for schools and NIL deals will become more "limited to an athlete's intrinsic brand or marketing value."
The change also comes as college athletes, notably in California and New Hampshire, seek to be recognized as school employees with the right to collectively bargain for pay and benefits - a proposal schools are fighting in court.
"It's amazing to see that the faster and farther the NCAA runs away from employment, and even 'pay-to-play,' the more their workarounds create a direct financial relationship with their athletes that looks like employment," LeRoy said.

    


The new rules prohibit other schools from recruiting a player once the player has signed that aid agreement. Players used to be able to sign aid letters with more than one school, then make sure the NIL money (or other factors) were lined up for their first choice.
Since details of the lawsuit settlement won't be finalized until spring, it means revenue sharing won't officially be allowed when the early signing period for football opens on Dec. 4. NIL deals are still allowed, though players won't be able to back away from the school they sign with, whether next month (for most sports), on Dec. 4 (early football) or on national signing day for football, which is Feb. 5.
"We're getting blown up by recruits and we don't have any answers for them," Missouri football coach Eli Drinkwitz said. "We don't have answers for the settlement, we don't have answers for (NIL), we don't have answers for National Letter of Intent. We don't have a lot of answers right now on the portal."

    


What's new with the transfer portal and why does that matter?
Since it started becoming exponentially easier for players to transfer, the numbers game has grown more difficult for coaches. They have to figure out how many players are returning, how many are leaving, how many are coming from other schools and how many are coming from high school. Many have responded by adding general managers and beefing up their personnel departments.
While the transfer portal has been viewed as something of a necessary evil of the open market, without rules to strictly regulate it, it has turned into something of a free-for-all. Coaches say roster tampering is not uncommon.
Trimming the amount of time the portal is open by 15 days is not certain to bring more order to roster building.

    


"I don't know that I totally buy into the exact dates," said Kansas coach Bill Self, acknowledging concerns that the basketball period that begins after the second round of March Madness will shrink the time for players on Sweet 16 teams to decide.
Some football coaches were hoping to eliminate the spring window completely, but there will still be 10 days in April where players can enter the portal.
"My hope is that some of this stuff will start to come to fruition sooner than later, so you have an idea of how to move forward," TCU football coach Sonny Dykes said. "Because it's like anything. If you don't, the people that are going to suffer are going to be the players."
How will roster limits impact all of this?
Ultimately, all these changes impact how a coach builds a roster. Under terms of the lawsuit settlement, they will now work with roster limits (105 players for football, 15 for basketball) instead of scholarships (85 for football, 13 for men's basketball).
Each school will have to decide what it can afford. Last week, for instance, Michigan athletic director Warde Manuel sent a letter to fans saying if the school offered scholarships for all the spots available under the new limits, it would add $29 million to the $21 million in revenue-sharing funds Michigan plans to distribute to its athletes.
Even wealthy schools like Michigan do not have millions of dollars readily available to pay athletes. Manuel hinted at fans needing an "openness to developing new revenue streams", in what sounded like a suggestion that fans might be coughing up more money in the future. Tennessee is already planning that step with a "talent fee" for 2025 football season ticket renewals.
Dykes said the new roster limits will change everything from how he runs practice to the kind of developmental player he'd be willing to take a chance on.
"It's complicated, I understand, and there's a lot of possibilities and opportunities," Dykes said. "But you want the players ultimately to be taken care of. You just hope that those decision-makers keep that in mind."
___
AP sports writers Dave Skretta, Stephen Hawkins, Larry Lage, John Zenor and Pete Iacobelli contributed to this report.
___
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Italy expands its ban on surrogacy to overseas as critics say it targets same-sex couples
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                    FILE - People hold banners reading "we are families not crimes" during a pro-surrogacy flash-mob in Rome, April 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino, File)
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Italy on Wednesday criminalized citizens who go abroad to have children through surrogacy, a measure slammed by opponents as "medieval" and discriminatory to same-sex couples.
The measure extending a surrogacy ban in place since 2004 was promoted by Premier Giorgia Meloni's far-right Brothers of Italy party and its conservative coalition partner, the League, asserting that it protects women's dignity.
The Senate after a seven-hour debate passed the bill 84-58, the final step in the process after the Lower House's approval last year.
Italians seeking surrogacy in countries such as the United States or Canada, where the practice is legal, can face up to two years in jail and up to 1 million euros ($1.1 million) in fines.
The surrogacy ban applies equally to all couples. But same-sex parent advocates say it hits gay families particularly hard in a country struggling with record-low birthrates and where only heterosexual couples are allowed to adopt.

    


Same-sex marriages are also banned in Italy, and LGBTQ+ couples have been fighting to obtain parental rights for the partner who is not the biological parent.




Several lawmakers and LGBTQ+ activists protested in front of the Senate to oppose the law, some holding banners that read: "Parents, not criminals."
"When protectionism prevails, a social phenomenon is not erased," opposition lawmaker Riccardo Magi said during the protest. "It is simply relegated to a dark area, which the law doesn't reach. In that case, it's easier for exploitation, abuse and rights violations to prevail."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"We are very saddened because Italy has once again missed an opportunity to demonstrate that it is a country in line with what Europe and the world are," said Cristiano Giraldi, the father of two 10-year-old children born from a surrogate mother in the U.S.
The Catholic Church has strongly opposed surrogacy in Italy and abroad, with Pope Francis calling for a universal ban and criticizing what he called the "commercialization" of pregnancy.

    


At the same time, the Vatican's doctrine office has made clear that same-sex parents who resort to surrogacy can have their children baptized.

While commercial surrogacy contracts are common in the U.S. -- including protections for mothers, guarantees of independent legal representation and medical coverage -- they are banned in parts of Europe including Spain and Italy.
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Middle East latest: Israeli jets pummel southern Lebanon and Beirut's suburbs
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                                        Israeli jets struck southern Lebanon and Beirut's southern suburbs on Wednesday, killing at least 27 people including a city mayor, Lebanese officials said. 
Hezbollah acting leader Sheikh Naim Kassem declared Tuesday that the Lebanese militant group would ramp up attacks on Israel in response to an Israeli airstrike Monday on an apartment building in northern Lebanon that killed at least 22 people. Israel said it struck a target belonging to Hezbollah, but the United Nations called for an independent investigation. 
Israel has escalated its campaign against Hezbollah in recent weeks, after a year of near-daily exchanges of cross-border fire. 
It's been more than a year since Hamas-led militants blew holes in Israel's security fence and stormed in, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting another 250. Israel's offensive in Gaza has killed over 42,000 Palestinians, according to local health authorities, who do not distinguish combatants from civilians. The war has destroyed large areas of Gaza and displaced about 90% of its population of 2.3 million people.

    


In northern Gaza, Israel has been waging an air and ground campaign in Jabaliya for more than a week, leaving families trapped in their shelters.




U.S. President Joe Biden's administration warned Israel that it must increase the amount of humanitarian aid it allows into Gaza within the next 30 days or risk losing access to American weapons funding. Israel said Wednesday that it had allowed 50 food aid trucks into northern Gaza.
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Here's the latest:
UNIFIL says Israeli tank fired on a mission watchtower in south Lebanon
BEIRUT -- The United Nations peacekeeping mission says Israeli troops fired at their watchtower in southern Lebanon.
"Yet again we see direct and apparently deliberate fire on a UNIFIL position," the peacekeeping mission, known as UNIFIL, said in a statement Wednesday.
"This morning, peacekeepers at a position near Kfar Kila observed an IDF Merkava tank firing at their watchtower. Two cameras were destroyed, and the tower was damaged," UNIFIL said.

    


On Sunday, UNIFIL said Israeli troops "forcibly entered" a UNIFIL position near the village of Ramia, crossing the U.N.-mandated Blue Line with two tanks. Israeli troops later fired smoke rounds near peacekeepers, leaving 15 personnel suffering from skin irritation and gastrointestinal issues.
UNIFIL also reported that Israeli troops obstructed a critical logistical movement near Mays al-Jabal on Saturday.
"We remind the IDF and all actors of their obligations to ensure the safety and security of U.N. personnel and property and to respect the inviolability of U.N. premises at all times," the peacekeeping mission said. 
Palestinian UN ambassador calls Israeli campaign in Gaza 'genocide'
UNITED NATIONS -- The Palestinian U.N. ambassador is accusing Israel of besieging, bombing and starving 400,000 Palestinians in northern Gaza as part of its all-out war against the Palestinian people.
Riyad Mansour told an emergency meeting Wednesday of the U.N. Security Council on the escalating humanitarian crisis in Gaza: "These are crimes. This is genocide. They must be stopped and they must be stopped now."

    


Israel's U.N. Ambassador Danny Danon insisted that his country's humanitarian efforts remain "as comprehensive as ever" and criticized the council for focusing on the humanitarian situation in Gaza while Israeli civilians "are being targeted daily by those who seek our destruction."
He said Israel has delivered over one million tons of aid, including 700,000 tons of food, to Gaza since it launched its military operation after Hamas' surprise attack in southern Israel on Oct. 7, 2023. He said the real problem is Hamas, which he says "has hijacked the aid, seizing it for their own purposes."
"As long as Hamas remains in power, Hamas has weaponized the humanitarian situation, exploiting every opportunity to strengthen their hold while their own people suffer," Danon said. "This makes it incredibly difficult to ensure that the aid reaches its intended recipients."
But he said Israel remains committed to working with its partners to deliver aid "even under these dangerous and morally reprehensible conditions."

    


Mansour urged the Security Council to press Israel to stop the killings, agree to an immediate cease-fire, allow humanitarian aid to reach civilians and chart a path "away from occupation and rules" to an independent state and peace.
UN humanitarian coordinator for Lebanon demands protections for civilians
BEIRUT -- The U.N. humanitarian coordinator for Lebanon has issued an urgent plea for the protection of civilians and civilian infrastructure as Israeli airstrikes continue to escalate across Lebanon.
In a statement, Imran Riza decries recent strikes that have damaged healthcare facilities, mosques, markets, residential complexes and government buildings, as well as a strike Wednesday on Nabatiyeh that "claimed the lives of yet more civilians and local authorities working to provide relief."
"This is a crucial moment to demand respect for the rules of war, which are clear under International Humanitarian Law: civilians must be allowed to seek safety, humanitarian relief must be facilitated without obstruction, and humanitarian workers must be able to carry out their duties in safety," he says.

    


Israel has said its increasing bombardment across Lebanon in the past month and the ground invasion it launched two weeks ago aim to push the Hezbollah militant group back from the border and destroy its weapons caches.
Lebanon's health ministry says 2,377 Lebanese killed in a year of conflict with Israel
BEIRUT -- Lebanon's crisis response unit says 27 people have been killed and 185 wounded in the past 24 hours, according to the Lebanese Health Ministry.
The new numbers Wednesday raise the number of Lebanese killed in the past year of conflict between Israel and Hezbollah to 2,377, and 11,109 wounded, the ministry says.
The crisis response unit recorded 138 airstrikes and shellings in the past day, mostly in southern Lebanon, the southern suburbs of Beirut and the Bekaa Valley.
Some 1,076 centers -- including educational complexes, vocational institutes, universities and others -- are sheltering 190,698 people, including 43,302 families, displaced by the Israeli offensive in Lebanon, the report said.
Among those shelters, 885 are at capacity. The fighting in Lebanon has driven 1.2 million people from their homes, including more than 400,000 children, according to a top official with the U.N. children's agency.
The Lebanese Ministry of Education says 77% of public schools are out of service, either due to their use as shelters or their location in areas directly affected by the war.
Despite a major border crossing between Lebanon and Syria being out of commission after an Israeli strike hit the road last week, crowds have continued to flow across the border seeking relative safety in Syria. Between Sept. 23 and Oct. 16, Lebanese General Security recorded 331,834 Syrian citizens, 129,338 Lebanese citizens crossing into Syria, the report said.
US ambassador to UN says Israel must do all it can to avoid civilian casualties in Gaza
UNITED NATIONS -- The U.S. ambassador to the United Nations says the United States is "gravely concerned" by Israeli evacuation orders in northern Gaza, stressing that all parties must reject any forced displacement of civilians, which is a violation of international law.
Linda Thomas-Greenfield told an emergency meeting of the U.N. Security Council on Wednesday that she was horrified by images of fires in tents for displaced families outside the al-Aqsa Hospital in central Gaza. The fires were ignited by an Israeli airstrike early Monday that killed at least four people and injured dozens.
Thomas-Greenfield says the United States has made clear that Israel has "a responsibility to do everything possible to avoid civilian casualties, even if Hamas was operating near the hospital in an attempt to use civilians as human shields."
With winter approaching, she says Israeli authorities should be working with the U.N. and the international community on a plan for civilians to move inland.
"They should be facilitating -- not obstructing -- efforts to provide for temporary shelter," she said. "And they must restore basic services, including water, electricity, and sanitation."
The death toll from Israeli strikes on Nabatiyeh in south Lebanon rises to 16
BEIRUT -- The toll from Israeli airstrikes on the southern Lebanese city of Nabatiyeh has risen to 16 dead and 52 injured, according to Lebanon's health ministry.
The city's municipality building was hit by one of the strikes Wednesday as a city council meeting was taking place inside. The city's mayor, Ahmad Kahil, is among those killed, according to Huwaida Turk, the governor of Nabatiyeh province.
The National News Agency says there were at least seven airstrikes in Nabatiyeh and nearby villages on Wednesday.
Earlier in the week, Israeli strikes over Nabatiyeh destroyed its historic century-old market district.
The Israeli military said it struck dozens of targets in and around Nabatiyeh linked to the Hezbollah militant group, including command centers and weapons storage facilities that it said were embedded in civilian areas.
US ambassador to UN says an Israeli 'policy of starvation' in Gaza would be unacceptable
UNITED NATIONS -- Israel must do more to address "the intolerable and catastrophic humanitarian crisis in Gaza" and the United States will be watching its actions on the ground, the U.S. ambassador told an emergency meeting of the U.N. Security Council.
Linda Thomas-Greenfield referred to the recent U.S. warning to Israel to allow more aid in or risk losing weapons funding in her address Wednesday.
She acknowledged that two dozen aid trucks have entered northern Gaza -- where an Israeli offensive is underway -- for the first time in several weeks. But she stressed that progress since last week has been "insufficient," Israel must follow through on its commitments, and only actions on the ground "will bring real progress."
"A 'policy of starvation' in northern Gaza would be horrific and unacceptable and would have implications under international law and U.S. law," Thomas-Greenfield warned. "The government of Israel has said that this is not their policy, that food and other essential supplies will not be cut off, and we will be watching to see that Israel's actions on the ground match this commitment."
2 Lebanese Red Cross paramedics injured by shrapnel in southern Lebanon
BEIRUT -- Two Lebanese Red Cross paramedics have been injured by shrapnel while looking for wounded people after an attack on a town in southern Lebanon.
The Red Cross said on the social platform X that two of its ambulances, in coordination with U.N. peacekeepers, arrived in Jwaya on Wednesday afternoon following an Israeli raid.
As the paramedics began searching for casualties, the area was targeted again, leaving two paramedics with minor shrapnel wounds. Both were taken to Jabal Amel Hospital "and their condition is not worrisome," the group said.
Four Lebanese Red Cross volunteers were also wounded in a strike Sunday while responding to an attack in Serbine, a village in the Nabatiyeh governorate.
According to the Health Ministry, over 100 paramedics have been killed by Israeli airstrikes since Oct. 8 and more than 220 have been injured. The strikes have also destroyed 128 ambulances and fire trucks and damaged at least 10 hospitals and 45 medical centers.
Israeli military says it has killed another Hezbollah commander
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military says it has killed another Hezbollah commander in southern Lebanon.
The army said Wednesday that Jalal Mustafa Hariri, Hezbollah's commander of the Qana area, was killed in a strike alongside other Hezbollah militants.
There was no immediate confirmation from Hezbollah, though Lebanese authorities say 15 civilians were killed in Israeli attacks in the town on Wednesday.
The Israeli military says Hariri was responsible for planning and executing a large number of attacks against Israel.
Israel has killed several Hezbollah officials in recent attacks, including the militant group's leader, Hassan Nasrallah
UN humanitarian chief says essential supplies are 'running out' in Gaza
UNITED NATIONS -- The top U.N. humanitarian official is accusing Israel of blocking the delivery of desperately needed aid to Gaza, saying there is barely any food left in the north where an Israeli offensive is underway.
Acting humanitarian chief Joyce Msuya told an emergency meeting of the U.N. Security Council Wednesday that no food entered northern Gaza from Oct. 2 to Oct. 15, "when a trickle was allowed in."
"All essential supplies for survival are running out," she said. "There is now barely any food left to distribute, and most bakeries will be forced to shut down again in the next several days without additional fuel."
Throughout Gaza, Msuya said, less than one third of the 286 humanitarian missions coordinated with Israeli authorities in the first two weeks of October "were facilitated without major incidents or delays."
She said the level of suffering and reality in Gaza is brutal and worsens every day as Israeli bombs fall, fierce fighting continues and "supplies essential for people's survival and humanitarian assistance are blocked at every turn."
Msuya urged all Security Council members to ensure that international humanitarian law is respected. It requires that civilians are protected and receive supplies to meet their essential needs wherever they are.
EU participants in UNIFIL mission voice concern about recent Israeli attacks
ROME -- The 16 European Union countries participating in the U.N. peacekeeping mission in southern Lebanon have agreed they must keep "a stable presence" in the region.
During the meeting Wednesday, defense ministers and delegates from the participating EU nations expressed "unanimous concern" and strongly condemned recent attacks by Israeli forces on the peacekeeping mission in Lebanon known as UNIFIL. At least five UNIFIL troops have been wounded.
"The importance of ensuring full respect for UNIFIL's mandate and the protection of its personnel was stressed, urging the international community to maintain a steady and resolute commitment," the ministers said in a statement after the meeting.
The ministers also said they have "a shared willingness to exert maximum political and diplomatic pressure on Israel so that no further incidents occur."
At the same time, "Hezbollah cannot use UNIFIL personnel as shields in the context of the conflict," they said.
They said the failure to fully implement the U.N. Security Council Resolution 1701, which inspired the mission, "can in no way justify attacks against UNIFIL forces," and they stressed the need to revise the rules of engagement so U.N. forces can operate more effectively and safely in the region.
They also agreed that to become "a credible force and contribute to the stability of the region with the support of UNIFIL" the Lebanese Armed Forces needs more training support and international funding.
The EU nations participating in the UNIFIL mission are: Italy, France, Spain, Austria, Croatia, Finland, Greece, Ireland, Latvia, the Netherlands, Poland, Germany, Estonia, Hungary, Malta and Cyprus.
US sanctions 3 people and 4 firms for raising money for Hezbollah
WASHINGTON -- The U.S. has sanctioned three people and four firms involved in a Lebanon-based sanctions evasion network accused of generating millions in revenue for the militant group Hezbollah.
Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control also imposed sanctions on three people involved in trafficking of Captagon, an amphetamine, from Lebanon into Jordan.
The majority of the world's Captagon is produced in Syria, with smaller production in neighboring Lebanon. Western governments estimate illegal trade in the pills generates billions of dollars for senior members of the Syrian government.
The penalties aim to block them from using the U.S. financial system and bar American citizens from dealing with them.
Treasury's Acting Under Secretary of the Treasury for Terrorism and Financial Intelligence Bradley T. Smith said Wednesday's action underscores Hezbollah's "destabilizing influence within Lebanon and on the wider region."
U.S. State Department spokesman Matthew Miller said the U.S. will "continue to target the illicit Captagon trade in the region."
Israeli airstrike on a building in the Bekaa Valley kills 2 civilians, agency says
BEIRUT -- Israeli warplanes struck a two-story building in Yammouneh, in the Bekaa Valley, killing two people, according to Lebanon's state-run National News Agency. 
The victims in the strike Wednesday afternoon were a local woman and a displaced person, the report said. 
Two people were killed and nine others were injured in a separate airstrike on the Rayak-Baalbek highway, the Health Ministry said. Several Lebanese army soldiers were wounded, the news agency reported.
An Israeli airstrike on Douair, near Nabatieh in south Lebanon, destroyed shops and residential apartments, the report said. It is unclear if there were casualties.
International Red Cross deploys surgeons in Lebanese hospitals
BEIRUT -- The International Committee of the Red Cross has deployed a team of surgeons to treat war-related wounds at the government-run Rafik Hariri University Hospital in Beirut.
Many of the patients have been evacuated from hospitals in the south as Israeli strikes intensify in the war against with the Hezbollah militant group. About 1.2 million people have fled southern and eastern Lebanon.
The head of the ICRC in Lebanon, Simone Casabianca-Aeschlimann, said Wednesday that the country's health care system is overstretched because of a large influx of wounded patients. 
"The fact that we do not know how this conflict is going to evolve and what is going to happen for us is very trying," she told The Associated Press. 
Earlier this month, ICRC delivered medical supplies including war surgery kits to treat some 2,000 critical patients across over a dozen hospitals in Lebanon.
At least 2,350 people have been killed and more than 10,900 have been wounded since the conflict began a year ago, most of them since late September, Lebanese authorities say. 
UK considers sanctioning 2 ultranationalist Israeli Cabinet ministers
LONDON -- Prime Minister Keir Starmer says the U.K. government is considering sanctioning two ultranationalist Israeli Cabinet ministers.
Starmer said "we are looking at" imposing sanctions on Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich and National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir. He said the pair has made "abhorrent" comments about the situation in Gaza and the West Bank.
Britain, France and Algeria have called a meeting of the U.N. Security Council on Wednesday on the humanitarian situation in northern Gaza, which Starmer called "dire."
"Israel must take all possible steps to avoid civilian casualties, to allow aid into Gaza in much greater volumes, and provide the U.N. humanitarian partners the ability to operate effectively," Starmer said in the House of Commons.
David Cameron, who was foreign secretary in the previous Conservative government until its defeat in the July election, said Tuesday that while in office he was working on a plan to sanction Smotrich and Ben-Gvir over their support for blocking aid from entering the Gaza Strip and expanding illegal Israeli settlements there and in the occupied West Bank.
The sanctions were not put in place before Britain's snap election was called.
UN official says reports of a Lebanese mayor's death in an airstrike are 'alarming'
BEIRUT -- U.N. Special Coordinator for Lebanon Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert called reports that the mayor of the southern Lebanese city of Nabatiyeh was killed in an Israeli airstrike on a municipal building "alarming."
"This attack follows other incidents in which civilians and civilian infrastructure have been targeted across Lebanon," she said in a statement. 
Hennis-Plasschaert called for an immediate cease-fire between Israel and the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah.
"Military solutions will not and cannot bring safety or security to either side of the Blue Line," she said, referring to the U.N.-drawn boundary between Lebanon and Israel.
Israeli military allows 50 aid trucks into northern Gaza
JERUSALEM -- Israel's military says it has allowed 50 trucks of humanitarian aid into northern Gaza, after the United States warned it to boost aid efforts or risk losing weapons funding.
COGAT, the Israeli military body in charge of civilian affairs in Gaza, said the delivery was made at the direction of Defense Minister Yoav Gallant and the "political echelon."
Northern Gaza was the first target of Israel's massive air and ground offensive after Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack ignited the war. The region has suffered heavy destruction and has been completely encircled by Israeli forces for nearly a year.
No food entered northern Gaza for the first two weeks of this month, according to the World Food Program, as Israel launched another major military operation there. That raised fears that Israel planned to implement a plan by former generals to depopulate northern Gaza. 
Israel began allowing food shipments in again on Monday.
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, in a letter to their Israeli counterparts on Sunday, said Israel had 30 days to increase the number of aid trucks getting into the strip daily to 350 -- or the U.S. would reconsider weapons shipments. 
The U.S. has spent at least $17.9 billion on military aid to Israel since the war in Gaza began, according to a report for Brown University's Costs of War project. 
The aid entering the strip Wednesday traveled from Jordan into north Gaza after passing Israeli inspection and contained food, water, medical supplies and shelter equipment, COGAT said.
Lebanon's caretaker PM accuses Israel of deliberately targeting a meeting in Nabatiyeh
BEIRUT -- Lebanon's caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati accused Israel of "intentionally targeting" a municipal council meeting in Nabatiyeh that was convened to discuss the southern city's service and relief situation.
The strike killed the city's mayor along with four other people and destroyed a municipality building.
Lebanon's Interior Minister Bassam Mawlawi said in a separate statement that the building was targeted during a meeting held to coordinate relief work and aid distribution for people who have remained in southern Lebanon. He said a civil defense member was killed and others injured in the strike.
Mikati accused the international community of being "deliberately silent" about Israeli strikes that have killed civilians and attacks on U.N. peacekeepers.
"What solution can be hoped for in light of this reality?" he said in a statement.
Israel has said that its increasing bombardment of many areas of Lebanon in the past month and the ground invasion it launched two weeks ago are aimed at pushing the Hezbollah militant group back from the border and destroying its weapons caches.
UNRWA head calls for international media access to Gaza
BERLIN -- The head of the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees says international media organizations must be allowed into Gaza to report on the conflict there. 
UNRWA's Philippe Lazzarini said during a news conference in Berlin on Wednesday that "most of the information that we are receiving is either by (...) local journalists or by organizations operating in Gaza."
Lazzarini said because there are so many different types of narratives on the conflict, "it is of utmost importance ... that we continue to ask for the presence and all the access of international journalists."
Iran's president urges Muslim countries to unite against Israel 
TEHRAN, Iran -- Iran's President Masoud Pezeshkian has urged Muslim countries to unite against Israel during a phone conversation with the ruler of Oman.
According to a report on the president's website Wednesday, Pezeshkian said: "If we, Islamic countries, are united with each other, the Zionist regime will not dare to commit crimes so easily," and the U.S. and Western countries also could not support it.
Pezeshkian praised Oman's stance regarding "Israeli crimes" in Gaza and Lebanon and demanded more pressure on those who support Israel, the report said. 
Omani state media did not report on the call between Pezeshkian and Oman's Sultan Haitham bin Tariq. Oman has long served as an interlocutor between Iran and the West.
A man is arrested in Israel accused in an Iranian plot against a scientist
JERUSALEM -- Israeli authorities say they have arrested a man they believe was involved in an Iranian plot to assassinate an Israeli scientist.
In a statement released Wednesday, the Shin Bet internal security agency said Iran paid 35-year-old Vladimir Verhovski $100,000 to kill an Israeli scientist. It did not provide evidence or name the target of the alleged plot.
Iran has accused Israel of being behind the targeted killing of scientists involved in its nuclear program.
The Shin Bet said Verhovski had acquired a gun, cartridge and bullets, and agreed to flee to Russia afterwards. It said he had also gathered information at the direction of Iran. 
It's one of several alleged plots the Shin Bet says it has foiled in recent months that involved Israelis accused of having been recruited by Iran. 
Israel and Iran have waged a shadow war for years that burst to the surface after Hamas' Oct. 7, 2023, attack that triggered the war in Gaza. Israel and Iran exchanged fire directly for the first time in April, and Israel has vowed to retaliate after an Iranian ballistic missile attack earlier this month.
Iran supports armed groups across the region, including Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon.
Mayor of southern Lebanese city of Nabatiyeh is killed in Israeli strikes, official says
BEIRUT -- Lebanon's Health Ministry says Israeli airstrikes on the southern Lebanese city of Nabatiyeh have killed at least 5 people.
The ministry and the state-run National News Agency said the provincial capital's municipality building was hit by one of the strikes Wednesday. Huwaida Turk, the governor of Nabatiyeh province, told The Associated Press that Mayor Ahmad Kahil was killed in Wednesday's strikes on the provincial capital. Local media reported that the mayor of Nabatiyeh and local government staff were in the building. Rescue workers are searching for bodies under the rubble.
The NNA says there were at least seven airstrikes in Nabatiyeh and some nearby villages.
Earlier in the week, Israeli strikes over Nabatiyeh destroyed its historic century-old market district.
The Israeli military said it struck dozens of targets in and around Nabatiyeh linked to the Hezbollah militant group, including command centers and weapons storage facilities that it said were embedded in civilian areas.
Israeli strikes kill at least 15 people in the southern Lebanon town of Qana
BEIRUT -- Israeli strikes have killed at least 15 people in the southern Lebanese town of Qana, which has long been associated with civilian deaths after Israeli strikes during previous conflicts with Hezbollah. 
There was no immediate comment from the Israeli military on the strikes in Qana late Tuesday. Lebanon's Civil Defense said 15 bodies had been recovered from the rubble of a building and that rescue efforts were still underway.
In 1996, Israeli artillery shelling on a United Nations compound housing hundreds of displaced people in Qana killed at least 100 civilians and wounded scores more, including four U.N. peacekeepers. During the 2006 war, an Israeli strike on a residential building killed nearly three dozen people, a third of them children. Israel said at the time that it struck a Hezbollah rocket launcher behind the building.
Israel must stop operations in Lebanon, French president tells Netanyahu
PARIS -- French President Emmanuel Macron stressed "the absolute necessity of a cease-fire without further delay in Lebanon" and called for Israel to stop operations there in a phone call Tuesday with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
Macron urged Israel "to put an end to this unjustifiable targeting," according to a statement from his office, which also said France would continue to work with troop contributors and alongside the United Nations Secretary-General to ensure the full implementation of the mission of the peacekeeping force known as UNIFIL.
Netanyahu said in a statement after the call that he was opposed to a unilateral cease-fire. He said he would not agree to any arrangement that does not provide security for residents of northern Israel and "does not stop Hezbollah from rearming and regrouping."
Iran is ready for Israeli retaliation, foreign minister tells UN
TEHRAN, Iran -- Iran is ready for a retaliatory attack from Israel, the Foreign Ministry said Wednesday.
In a phone call Tuesday with United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, Iran's Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said his country is fully prepared to answer to any kind of "adventure-seeking."
"Responsibility of consequences of spreading insecurity in the region will be on the regime and the United States as main supporter," of Israel, he added. 
He urged the U.N. to use its entire capacity for stopping "crimes and invasions," as well as providing humanitarian aid to Lebanon and Gaza.
Iran launched some 180 missiles at Israel on Oct. 1 in retaliation for the deaths of Hamas Leader Ismail Haniyeh and Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah. Israel has threatened to strike back for the barrage.
Iran is the main backer of Lebanese Hezbollah and supports anti-Israeli groups in the region such as Palestinian Hamas.
Israel strikes Beirut's southern suburbs
BEIRUT -- Israeli jets struck the southern suburbs of Beirut early Wednesday for the first time in six days, Lebanese state media reported. The casualty count was not yet clear.
The attack comes just one day after caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati said the United States government gave him some assurances of Israel easing its strikes in the Lebanese capital.
Israel says it is striking Hezbollah assets in the suburbs, where the militant group has a strong presence, but is also a busy residential and commercial area. The Israeli military said the Wednesday strike hit a weapons warehouse stored under a residential building.
The Israeli military posted an evacuation warning on X, formerly Twitter, saying it is targeting a building in the Haret Hreik neighborhood. An Associated Press photographer saw three airstrikes in the area, the first coming less than an hour after the notice.
Hezbollah began firing rockets into Israel on Oct. 8 in solidarity with the Palestinian militant group Hamas, following their surprise attack on southern Israel. Almost one year of low-level fighting has turned into all-out war and displaced some 1.2 million people in Lebanon.
Elsewhere, Israeli strikes late Tuesday in the southern town of Qana killed at least 15 people, according to Lebanese Civil Defense.
EU official says calls for a cease-fire have not been heard
MANILA, Philippines -- A European Union official expressed regret over the failure so far of efforts to forge a cease-fire in the Middle East, saying that fighting between Israel and the Hezbollah has made it more difficult to work for wide-ranging reforms in Lebanon and create conditions to draw international financial aid in.
EU Commissioner for Crisis Management Janez Lenarcic told The Associated Press in an interview late Tuesday in Manila that stalled reforms in Lebanon include the election of a new president, the establishment of a working government and the signing of a deal with the International Monetary Fund.
"It's difficult to see that happening in these circumstances when Lebanon is under such a strain," said Lenarcic, who flew to Manila to attend an Asia Pacific conference on disaster mitigation.
"That's one of the reasons why we're calling for a cease-fire, so as to allow Lebanon to organize itself so that it can benefit from all the funding which is out there," he said. "I regret that we have not been heard."

The EU was also extremely concerned over the killings of civilians in the fighting between Israel and the Hezbollah militant group. "This collateral damage is simply unacceptable," Lenarcic said.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- If he wins next month's election, Donald Trump would be the oldest person in U.S. history to be elected president. Yet the 78-year-old Republican nominee refuses to disclose new details about his physical or mental well-being, breaking decades of precedent.
There have been limited snapshots of Trump's health over the last year. After he survived an attempted assassination in July, Texas Rep. Ronny Jackson, a staunch supporter who served as his White House physician, wrote a memo describing a gunshot wound to Trump's right ear. And last November, Trump's personal physician, Dr. Bruce Aronwald, wrote a letter describing him as being in "excellent" health with "exceptional" cognitive exams. He noted that "cardiovascular studies are all normal and cancer screening tests" were negative. Trump had also "reduced his weight."

    


But those communications didn't address more fundamental questions about Trump's health, including his blood pressure, exact weight or whether he has continued using previously prescribed medication for high cholesterol -- or even what testing he underwent. His campaign has also not disclosed whether Trump has been diagnosed with any diseases or received any mental health care after the assassination attempt.




That's giving his political adversaries, including Democratic rival Kamala Harris, an opportunity to raise questions about his age and ability to execute the duties of the presidency into his 80s.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It makes you wonder: Why does his staff want him to hide away?" Harris asked recently as she needled Trump for withholding medical records, opting against another debate and skipping an interview with CBS' "60 Minutes." "One must question: Are they afraid that people will see that he is too weak and unstable to lead America? Is that what's going on?"
Trump's doctors have long been opaque about his health, such as when his team at the White House initially downplayed the severity of his 2020 hospitalization for COVID-19.

    


His representatives ignored multiple requests from The Associated Press to provide more detailed information about his status for this story.
Drawing a contrast with Trump
In an effort to draw a contrast with Trump, Harris released a letter from her doctor on Saturday that went into far more detail about her medical history, including a list of exams and the results. The letter said she has no heart, lung or neurological disorders, is at low risk for heart disease and up-to-date on cancer screenings. She takes medication for allergies and hives. She wears contact lenses, and her only surgery occurred at age 3, when her appendix was removed during an intestinal-related procedure.
While the letter didn't specify her weight, the 59-year-old vice president was declared to be in "excellent health" and to possess "the physical and mental resiliency" required to serve as president.
Sensing an opportunity to put Trump on the defensive, the Harris campaign on Monday released a letter from more than 250 doctors and other medical professionals calling on Trump to release his medical records.

    


Still, it's unclear that age will be a significant factor for voters. Polls found that voters were significantly less concerned about Trump's mental capacity and physical health than they were about President Joe Biden's when he was still in the race. Since Harris replaced Biden on the ticket, Trump's advantage on the issue has diminished.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


And so far, the Lincoln Project is among the few anti-Trump groups spending money on ads that focus on Trump's age. An ad titled "One Old Man" describes Trump as "weak, impotent, forgetful, mentally declining fast."
Such messages are designed to irritate Trump as much as move voters against him, said Lincoln Project co-founder Rick Wilson.
"We do these ads because Trump hates them," Wilson said.
The dynamic is ironic for Trump, who spent years assailing the 81-year-old Biden's age, depicting him as frail and unable to manage the challenges of the presidency. After a disastrous debate performance in June, Biden's fellow Democrats began openly raising similar concerns, ultimately prompting his decision to withdraw from the race and back Harris.

    


There's no requirement that candidates release health data. But presidential nominees traditionally disclose medical records voluntarily given the demands of the job, particularly if there are concerns about their age.
In 2008, Republican nominee John McCain opened more than 1,000 pages of medical documents for the public to examine. At 72, he would have been the oldest president elected to a first term. Facing scrutiny over his advanced age in 2019, the then-77-year-old Biden released a three-page note from his doctor.
"In an era where we're having ever older individuals running for or being president, it seems to me it should be less acceptable, frankly," to have such little information, said Dr. Eric Lenze of Washington University in St. Louis, a geriatric psychiatrist who evaluates cognition in older adults.

    


The last thorough report on Trump's health came in 2019, when he was still president. That checkup classified him as obese with a weight of 243 pounds and a body mass index of 30.4, which raises the risk of heart disease, diabetes and other problems. That report also revealed increased dosages of medication for high cholesterol. While Trump doesn't drink alcohol or smoke, he has long avoided exercise other than golf and loves fast food.
As for his family history, his father had Alzheimer's disease late in life, one potential risk factor.
Trump's allies point to his active public lifestyle as evidence that he's not on the decline.
Trump is a frequent golfer and an engaged host during social functions. He takes questions from the press far more often than Harris. He often speaks for more than 90 minutes at his rallies, standing the entire time and often ignoring the teleprompter.
Trump often rambles through his public appearances
Still, Trump's public appearances are often marked by rambling. He regularly confuses timelines, events and people.
At a town hall-style forum in Fayetteville, North Carolina, Trump seemed to have no recollection of meeting with a severely injured veteran and his family. The veteran's wife noted that "you visited with him many times" and "you just saw him this summer." 
Trump has also confused Republican rival Nikki Haley with former Democratic House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. He confused the location of a major military base. He mistakenly said that Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban led Turkey.
During a meandering news conference riddled with false and misleading statements in August, Trump recalled riding as a passenger in the chopper with former San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown when it was forced to make an emergency landing. 
Brown later said he had never shared a helicopter with Trump. Instead, it was likely a Los Angeles city councilman, who is also Black, who shared a rocky helicopter ride with Trump decades earlier. 
And more recently, at a rally in Wisconsin, he seemed to squint at teleprompters as he lurched from subject to subject. He described the country as a "third-world hellhole." He then told his audience, "Remember, there's a hat that's made that sells like crazy," before interrupting himself to comment on a fly.
"Oh there's a fly, I wonder where the fly came from. See, two years ago, I wouldn't have had a fly up here. You're changing rapidly," Trump said.
He has begun boasting about his "beautiful body" and describes his often long-winded speeches as "flawless."
Trump regularly acknowledges questions about his age and health during public appearances. On Sunday in Arizona, Trump mocked critics who declare him "cognitively impaired" because he "mispronounced a word."
"They say, He's cognitively impaired!" Trump teased. "No, I'll let you know when I will be. I will be someday -- we all will be someday. I'll be the first to let you know."
The AP consulted with several medical experts, but none would comment specifically on Trump's overall health or cognitive abilities without having examined him or having access to recent medical records.
John R. Beard, director of the International Longevity Center at Columbia University, ticked off what could be red flags for cognitive issues during aging, including unusual speech patterns and rambling.
"People can jump from one thought to another without there being any logical link between them, and then tend to go on at length about an issue without really it being tied in with the key argument," Beard said. But some people may have displayed such traits for years, so the questions are whether they're worsening or impair performance, he added.
Earlier this year, the science news organization STAT asked a handful of aging experts to analyze clips of Trump's speeches. They reported several troubling changes since 2017, including an increase in confused word order, repetition and what's called "all-or-nothing thinking."
Lenze and Beard urged every presidential candidate, regardless of age, to release a detailed medical report to make clear how healthy they really are.
Lenze said after a certain age, maybe 70 or 75, that should include a full neuropsychological exam, something that takes several hours. It's far more intensive than quick screening tests that are a snapshot in time, such as the Montreal Cognitive Assessment or MoCA, that Trump often brags about passing in 2018.
"Someone can get a perfect score on the MoCA but still be impaired," Lenze said. "The level of cognitive intactness and ability to run the presidency is, I think, quite a bit greater than that required to finish the MoCA."

Without further information, simple life expectancy of the average American man shows Trump has about a 79% change of surviving a four-year term, said aging researcher S. Jay Olshansky of the University of Illinois at Chicago, who studies presidential health and echoes the call for candidate medical records. The younger Harris has a nearly 97% chance of surviving a first term in office, he said.
When it comes to the presidency, "it's not about age, it's about function," Olshansky cautioned. 
___
Peoples reported from New York. Associated Press Writer Michelle L. Price in New York contributed to this report.
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Listeria recall grows to 12 million pounds of meat and poultry, some of it sent to US schools
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                    FILE - The logo of the United States Department of Agriculture is seen, Aug. 10, 2007, at the US Embassy in Berlin. (AP Photo/Michael Sohn, File)
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                                        A nationwide recall of meat and poultry products potentially contaminated with listeria has expanded to nearly 12 million pounds and now includes ready-to-eat meals sent to U.S. schools, restaurants and major retailers, federal officials said. 
The updated recall includes prepared salads, burritos and other foods sold at stores including Costco, Trader Joe's, Target, Walmart and Kroger. The meat used in those products was processed at a Durant, Oklahoma, manufacturing plant operated by BrucePac. The Woodburn, Oregon-based company sells precooked meat and poultry to industrial, foodservice and retail companies across the country. 
Routine testing found potentially dangerous listeria bacteria in samples of BrucePac chicken, officials with the U.S. Agriculture Department said. No illnesses have been confirmed in connection with the recall, USDA officials said. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has not launched an outbreak investigation, a spokesperson said. 

    


The recall, issued on Oct. 9, includes foods produced between May 31 and Oct. 8. The USDA has posted a 342-page list of hundreds of potentially affected foods, including chicken wraps sold at Trader Joe's, chicken burritos sold at Costco and many types of salads sold at stores such as Target and Walmart. The foods were also sent to school districts and restaurants across the country.




The recalled foods can be identified by establishment numbers "51205 or P-51205" inside or under the USDA mark of inspection. Consumers can search on the USDA recall site to find potentially affected products. Such foods should be thrown away or returned to stores for refunds, officials said. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Eating foods contaminated with listeria can cause potentially serious illness. About 1,600 people are infected with listeria bacteria each year in the U.S. and about 260 die, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

    


Listeria infections typically cause fever, muscle aches and tiredness and may cause stiff neck, confusion, loss of balance and convulsions. Symptoms can occur quickly or to up to 10 weeks after eating contaminated food. The infections are especially dangerous for older people, those with weakened immune systems or who are pregnant.
The same type of bacteria is responsible for an outbreak tied to Boar's Head deli meat that has killed at least 10 people since May.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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In the heartland of Mexico's Sinaloa cartel, the old ways have changed and violence rages
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            Musicians play for tips from motorists in Culiacan, Sinaloa state, Mexico, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Caution tape surrounds a body lying on the street Culiacan, Sinaloa state, Mexico, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            National Guards patrol the streets in Culiacan, Sinaloa state, Mexico, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            A resident pats a National Guard on the arm after picking a child up from school in Culiacan, Sinaloa state, Mexico, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            National Guards cordon off an area where a corpse lies on a street in Culiacan, Sinaloa state, Mexico, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            A waiter arranges a table outside the restaurant The Old Portales of Culiacan where a sign advertises two-for-one prices on drinks for women on Thursdays, in Culiacan, Sinaloa state, Mexico, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            A musician collects tips from motorists in Culiacan, Sinaloa state, Mexico, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            National Guards patrol a street in Culiacan, Sinaloa state, Mexico, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024. (AP Photo)
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Cellphone chats have become death sentences in the continuing, bloody factional war inside Mexico's Sinaloa drug cartel.
Cartel gunmen stop youths on the street or in their cars and demand their phones. If they find a contact who's a member of a rival faction, a chat with a wrong word or a photo with the wrong person, the phone owner is dead. 
Then, they'll go after everyone on that person's contact list, forming a potential chain of kidnapping, torture and death. That has left residents of Culiacan, the capital of Sinaloa state, afraid to even leave home at night, much less visit towns a few miles away where many have weekend retreats.
"You can't go five minutes out of the city, ... not even in daylight," said Ismael Bojorquez, a veteran journalist in Culiacan. "Why? Because the narcos have set up roadblocks and they stop you and search through your cellphone."

    


And it's not just your own chats: If a person is traveling in a car with others, one bad contact or chat can get the whole group kidnapped.
That's what happened to the son of a local news photographer. The 20-year-old was stopped with two other youths and something was found on one of their phones; all three disappeared. Calls were made and the photographer's son was finally released, but the other two were never seen again.




Residents of Culiacan had long been accustomed to a day or two of violence once in a while. The presence of the Sinaloa cartel is woven into everyday life there, and people knew to stay indoors when they saw the convoys of double-cab pickups racing through the streets.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But never have they seen the solid month of fighting that broke out Sept. 9 between factions of the Sinaloa cartel after drug lords Ismael "El Mayo" Zambada and Joaquin Guzman Lopez were apprehended in the United States after flying there in a small plane on July 25.

    


Zambada later claimed he was kidnapped and forced aboard the plane by Guzman Lopez, causing a violent battle between Zambada's faction and the "Chapitos" group led by the sons of imprisoned drug lord Joaquin "El Chapo" Guzman.
Residents of Culiacan are mourning their old lives, when the wheels of the local economy were greased by cartel wealth but civilians seldom suffered -- unless they cut off the wrong pickup truck in traffic.
But the cartel factions have turned to new tactics, including a huge wave of armed carjackings in and around Culiacan. Cartel gunmen used to steal the SUVs and pickups they favor for use in cartel convoys; but now they focus on stealing smaller sedans. 
They use these to go undetected in their silent, deadly kidnappings.
Often, the first a driver knows is when a passing car tosses out a spray of bent nails to puncture his tires. Vehicles pull up front and rear to cut him off. The driver is bundled into another car. All that is left for neighbors to find is a car with burst tires, the doors open, the engine running, in the middle of the street.
The State Council on Public Safety, a civic group, estimates that in the past month there have been an average of six killings and seven disappearances or kidnappings in and around the city every day. The group said about 200 families have fled their homes in outlying communities because of the violence. 

    


Culiacan is no stranger to violence -- shooting broke out across the city in October 2019 when soldiers mounted a failed attempt to arrest another of Chapo Guzman's sons, Ovidio. Fourteen people were killed that day.
A few days later, civic activist Estefania Lopez arranged a peace march and 4,000 residents turned out for it. When she tried to do something similar this year, she could get only about 1,500 people to attend a similar demonstration.
"We got a lot of messages beforehand from a lot of people who said they wanted to join and march, to support the cause, but who were afraid to come," Lopez said.
There's reason to be afraid: Last week, gunmen burst into a Culiacan hospital to kill a patient previously wounded by gunshots. In a town north of Culiacan, drivers were astonished to see a military helicopter seeking to corral four gunmen in helmets and tactical vests just yards from a highway; the gunmen were shooting back at the chopper.

    


President Claudia Sheinbaum's response to all this has been to blame the United States for stirring up trouble by allowing the drug lords to turn themselves in.
"Sinaloa practically didn't have homicides" before the two drug lord's capture on July 25, Sheinbaum said. "Starting with that, a wave of violence was unleashed in Sinaloa," she said.
Her claim is easily disproved: the cartel factions had been killing each other for years, albeit at lower levels. But it illustrates the government's head-in-the-sand approach: Sheinbaum and her predecessor, former president Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, had little problem with the existence and local dominance of drug cartels as long as they didn't make headlines. 

    


Now that the violence has boiled over, the government has sent in hundreds of army troops.
But irregular urban combat in the heart of a city of 1 million inhabitants -- against a cartel that has lots of .50-caliber sniper rifles and machine guns -- is not the army's specialty.
Squads of soldiers went into a luxury apartment complex in the city's center to detain a suspect and they wound up shooting to death a young lawyer who was merely a bystander.
Lopez, the peace activist, has been asking for soldiers and police to be posted outside schools, so children can return to classes -- most are currently taking classes online because their parents judge it too dangerous to take them to school.
But police can't solve the problem: Culiacan's entire municipal force has been temporarily disarmed by soldiers to check their guns, something that's been done in the past when the army suspects policemen are working for drug cartels. 
The local army commander recently acknowledged that it's up to the cartel factions -- not authorities -- when the violence will stop.
"In Culiacan, there is not even faith anymore that we will be safe, with police or soldiers," Lopez said, noting that that has had a clear effect on daily life and the economy. "A lot of businesses, restaurants and nightclubs have been closed for the past month." 
Laura Guzman, the leader of the local restaurant chamber, said about 180 businesses in Culiacan have closed, permanently or temporarily, since Sept. 9 and almost 2,000 jobs have been lost.
Local businesses tried to organize evening "tardeadas" -- long afternoons -- for residents who were afraid to go out after dark, but they didn't draw enough customers.
"Young people are not interested in going out right now," Guzman said.

For those looking to get away from the violence temporarily, the seaside resort of Mazatlan used to be only 21/2 hours away by car. But that's not an option since last month when cartel gunmen hijacked passenger buses, forced the tourists off and burned the vehicles to block the road to Mazatlan.
That leaves just one option, and one only open to some.
"Those who have the economic resources get out of the city by airplane to take a break," Guzman said.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mexico-sinaloa-cartel-battles-culiacan-b18bbd3abb4ba528444fef3598bdf05a



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Many schools are still closed weeks after Hurricane Helene. Teachers worry about long-term impact
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            FILE - A man walks near a flooded area near the Swannanoa river, effects from Hurricane Helene , Friday, Sept. 27, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco, File)
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            FILE - A view of damage in Asheville, N.C., is seen during an aerial tour with President Joe Biden who looked at areas impacted by Hurricane Helene near Asheville, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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            FILE - Contractors for Duke Energy rebuild destroyed electrical lines near the Swannanoa River in Asheville, N.C., Friday, Oct. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Amy, File)
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            FILE - This photo provided by Kelly Benware shows flooding around the football field at Asheville Christian Academy in Swannanoa, N.C., on Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (Kelly Benware via AP, File)
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            FILE - A man walks near a flooded area near the Swannanoa river, effects from Hurricane Helene , Friday, Sept. 27, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco, File)
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            FILE - A view of damage in Asheville, N.C., is seen during an aerial tour with President Joe Biden who looked at areas impacted by Hurricane Helene near Asheville, N.C., Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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            FILE - Contractors for Duke Energy rebuild destroyed electrical lines near the Swannanoa River in Asheville, N.C., Friday, Oct. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Amy, File)
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            FILE - This photo provided by Kelly Benware shows flooding around the football field at Asheville Christian Academy in Swannanoa, N.C., on Friday, Sept. 27, 2024. (Kelly Benware via AP, File)
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                                        Tens of thousands of students in the Southeast are dealing with school disruptions after Hurricane Helene wreaked havoc so severe -- on homes, campuses and municipal power and water systems -- that some districts have no idea when they will reopen.
While virtual learning helped during the COVID-19 school closures, that has not been an option for this crisis because internet and cellphone service has remained spotty since the storm struck in late September. In hard-hit western North Carolina, some districts warn students will miss up to a month of school, and others say they can't yet determine a timeline for returning to classrooms.
"I feel like a month is a lot, but it's not something that can't be overcome," said Marissa Coleman, who has sent her four children to stay with grandparents in Texas because their home in North Carolina's Buncombe County has no running water. "But if we get further into Thanksgiving and Christmas, it's like, how are they actually going to make this up?"

    


In mountainous Buncombe County, Helene swept away homes, cut power and destroyed crucial parts of the water system for Asheville, a city of about 94,000 people. The storm decimated remote towns and killed at least 246 people throughout the Appalachians, where massive cleanup efforts have been complicated by washed-out bridges and roads. It was the deadliest hurricane to hit the U.S. mainland since Katrina in 2005.




The Buncombe County School system, which serves over 22,000 students, told families Tuesday on the district's Facebook page no decision has been made "with regards to start date or length of day" because of a need to repair buildings, restore phone and security systems and redraw bus routes. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Even when schools reopen, educators worry the disruption could have profound effects on students' learning and emotional well-being. 
Children who experience natural disasters are more prone to acute illness and symptoms of depression and anxiety, research shows. The physical and mental health impacts put them at greater risk of learning loss: Absences can undermine achievement, as can the effects of trauma on brain function. 

    


The challenges come amid growing concerns about the impacts of climate change on students. Wildfires have swept through communities, displacing families. Many school systems with inadequate heating or air conditioning have closed during extreme weather or forced students and educators to endure sweltering or frigid temperatures. According to the World Bank, 400 million children lost school days because of "climate-related closures" in 2022. 
Days after Helene made landfall, Hurricane Milton roared ashore last week farther south along the same Florida coast as a Category 3 storm. While about half the state's districts were closed, all of them they were planning to reopen by the end of this week.
Schools affected by Helene are trying to provide stability. The Buncombe district has suggested parents trade books with neighbors and friends for their kids. "Have them write, maybe about something they're looking forward to when school starts again," the district told parents on social media. "Turn everyday experiences into math problems."

    


Cecile Wight, a mother of two in Asheville, said she has been grateful for concern shown by schools including surveys checking on families' well-being and an elementary school bus driver who took his own car to visit each child on his route.
"That has been huge, just having the emotional support from the school system and from the people we know at the school," she said.
But uncertainty remains. Wight said her family is able to stay at their home because they have well water, but many other families have yet to return since evacuating. Most of Buncombe's 45 schools still lacked running water as of Tuesday, meaning they're unable to meet basic safety and hygiene standards. 
Schools have have begun exploring whether it would be possible to open without running water, relying on portable bathroom trailers. In a letter to families, Asheville Superintendent Maggie Furman said the district is considering drilling wells at each school so they don't have to rely on city water. 

    


Coleman said her kids are eager for some kind of normalcy. 
"I understand the schools are going to have to take some time to find a way to open safely, and I support that 100%. But I definitely am not in the camp of 'We need to wait until we get water back, until everything's normal again to open.' I just think that's going to be too long," Coleman said. 
The Tennessee Department of Education is still trying to determine how many schools remain closed since Hurricane Helene and how many took too much damage to reopen. 
Echoing the COVID-19 pandemic, several schools in Tennessee have postponed traditions like homecoming games, parades and dances. Many colleges are also granting extensions on application deadlines, officials say, to reduce high school seniors' stress. 

    


In storm-drenched areas elsewhere, some early education providers may never reopen. 
Private child care and preschool centers are particularly vulnerable in the aftermath of a natural disaster, said Militza Mezquita, senior advisor for education in emergencies at Save the Children. Many already operate on thin margins, meaning a temporary closure can easily turn permanent. As for-profit companies, they are also ineligible for many types of disaster aid. A natural disaster can wipe out 10% to 20% of providers, Mezquita said.
"Child care recovery is very critical to the whole recovery ecosystem," Mezquita said, noting the people essential to recovery -- road workers, cleanup crews, doctors and nurses -- often have young children that need to be looked after. "If they are not able to adequately get their children in care, they can't go to work."
Despite the instability, educators like Heather Smith, who was named North Carolina's Teacher of the Year in the spring, encourage families to see the lessons storms can provide. Smith brought along her two children, ages 8 and 4, to serve meals at her church.
"Our kids are learning so much every day, whether it's about adversity, whether it's about helping a community," said Smith, who rode out the storm at her home in Waynesville. 
Similarly, Wight has been taking her children to volunteer for relief efforts at a school. She said it has helped them feel active and involved in the community. 
"If COVID taught us something, it's that we can make things work. The kids are resilient," Wight said. "They will eventually catch up on the academic side of things." 
___
Associated Press writer Alia Wong contributed to this report. 
___

The Associated Press' education coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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A brown dwarf discovered 30 years ago is actually twins circling each other
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                    This illustration provided by Caltech depicts the orbits of brown dwarf twins, Gliese 229Ba and Gliese 229Bb, with a separation only 16 times larger than the distance between Earth and the Moon. The pair of stars orbits a cool M-dwarf star every 250 years. (K. Miller, R. Hurt/Caltech/IPAC)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A celestial object discovered decades ago is actually twins orbiting each other, a new study confirms.
Scientists have puzzled over the object known as Gliese 229B, the first known brown dwarf discovered 30 years ago. Brown dwarfs are sometimes called failed stars because they're lighter than stars, but heavier than gas giant planets. 
This object appeared too dim for its mass. Astronomers collected light and chemical clues using the Very Large Telescope in Chile and observed it's a duo circling close to each other. 
"It resolves a glaring discrepancy," said Kevin Luhman, an astronomer at Pennsylvania State University who was not involved with the research.
The twins orbit a small star about 18 light-years away. A light-year is 5.8 trillion miles. 
Astronomers have spotted brown dwarf pairs before, but these two whip around at much closer range. They orbit each other every 12 days, less than the time it takes for the moon to circle the Earth.

    


"It shows you how weird the universe is, and how different solar systems are from our own," said study co-author Rebecca Oppenheimer with the American Museum of Natural History.




The research was published Wednesday in the journal Nature.
The twins' discovery means there could be other lurking brown dwarfs with a hidden partner, said co-author Jerry Xuan of the California Institute of Technology. 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Unions face a moment of truth in Michigan in this year's presidential race
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            FILE - Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, with Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, left, and UAW President Shawn Fain, speaks at a campaign rally at UAW Local 900, Aug. 8, 2024, in Wayne, Mich. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives at a town hall campaign event at Macomb Community College, Sept. 27, 2024, in Warren, Mich. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            FILE - United Auto Workers President Shawn Fain speaks at a campaign rally for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at the Dort Financial Center in Flint, Mich., Oct. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)
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            FILE - People arrive before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign event, Sept. 27, 2024 in Walker, Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio, File)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump attends a campaign event, Sept. 27, 2024 in Walker, Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio, File)
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                                        GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris rallies in Michigan's union halls, standing alongside the state's most powerful labor leader, while former President Donald Trump fires back from rural steel factories, urging middle-class workers to trust him as the true champion of their interests.

As they compete for blue wall states with deep union roots, the presidential candidates are making their case to workers in starkly different terms. And nowhere is that contrast more significant than in Michigan, where both candidates are vying for workers' support in a race that could mark a pivotal moment for organized labor.

"The American dream was really born here in Michigan," United Auto Workers President Shawn Fain told a crowd of several hundred while campaigning for Harris in Grand Rapids. Fain, who described Michigan as "sacred ground" for his union at the early October rally, warned that the dream was on "life support" and that unions like his were key to protecting it for American workers.

    



Harris, who is planning to meet with union workers again in Michigan on Friday, hopes her message -- amplified by supporters such as Fain -- will resonate beyond the union families that once formed a rock-solid base for the Democratic Party. Her campaign has grown increasingly concerned about her standing with men in the blue wall states of Michigan, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania, where they are looking to union leaders to help mobilize voters in a political landscape that has shifted in the winds of a rapidly changing economy.

These concerns intensified recently when Harris failed to secure two key union endorsements that in 2020 went to President Joe Biden, who has touted himself as the most labor-friendly president in U.S. history. The International Association of Firefighters and the International Brotherhood of Teamsters both declined to endorse anyone, with the Teamsters citing a lack of majority support for Harris among their million-plus members.







    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    

The Teamsters have traditionally been less reliably Democratic than other unions, having endorsed Republican Presidents Richard Nixon and Ronald Reagan in the past. Some state-level unions have also diverged from their national leadership, with Michigan's Teamsters and California's main firefighters' union backing Harris.

    



Still, any break in unity within the labor movement could strike a blow against a party that has worked hard to restore unions as a central source of its power at the ballot box. 

"When you talk about unions, you're addressing more than just unionized workers. Most people in states like Michigan have a family member or close friend in a union," said Adrian Hemond, a longtime political strategist in Michigan. "Unions are just a vessel to get that messaging out to workers."

Trump has seized on the union non-endorsements, claiming they prove rank-and-file workers support his vision for the country. 

Many Midwestern communities once core to the labor movement have shifted to the right in recent decades, often in response to economic concerns such as deindustrialization and the removal of trade barriers. In that same span, non-college-educated white voters across the country began voting more conservatively for a number of reasons, including concern about cultural issues involving race and gender.

    



In Michigan, home to the Big Three automakers and the largest concentration of UAW workers, Trump seeks to capture an even larger share of these votes by framing Harris as a supporter of electric vehicle mandates and trade policies that he says send jobs overseas.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    



Attempting to separate union workers from their leaders, he labeled Fain a "stupid idiot" and praised Tesla CEO Elon Musk for firing workers who went on strike. The UAW says that could intimidate people who work for the Trump campaign or at Tesla who might want to join a union.

In 2020, Biden narrowly carried the blue wall states that had broken with Democrats in 2016 for the first time in decades on his way to winning the White House. That election win was built on a foundation of strong support from unionized voters, who have traditionally formed a turnout machine for Democrats in the Midwest. But it stood apart from past Democratic victories in a number of significant ways.

    



While Trump narrowly won white voters in Michigan in 2020, the former president's vote margin was highly polarized along educational, professional and income lines; Trump won nearly two-thirds of non-college-educated white voters in the state, while Biden and Trump were drawn to a near tie among college-educated white voters, according to AP VoteCast, a comprehensive survey of the electorate.

Among Michigan's nonwhite voters, who make up 16% of the state's electorate, Biden won a resounding 80% of the vote. But signs of that coalition fracturing have emerged more recently, particularly among Arab Americans in metro Detroit, many of whom are expected to turn away from Democrats due to the Biden administration's handling of the Israel-Hamas conflict.

    



As Trump again seeks the presidency, his campaign hopes to boost GOP support among the state's non-college-educated white and nonwhite workers to unprecedented levels, partly to offset expected losses Trump will face with white college-educated voters, where he has hemorrhaged support since his 2020 loss and subsequent efforts to overturn the results in Michigan, Pennsylvania and other swing states.

"I think that part of the problem that Democrats are having with some of the white male, blue collar voters is not within the union itself," said Brian Rothenberg, a former UAW spokesman. "It's those folks that are children or relatives of union members that just aren't doing as well."

Harris has aimed to win over these voters by emphasizing how unions benefit all workers. At a Labor Day rally in Detroit, she said "you better thank a union member" for the five-day work week, for sick and paid leave and for vacation time. 

"When union wages go up, everybody's wages go up," said Harris. 

Just over a year after securing new contracts for UAW workers at Ford, General Motors and Stellantis, Fain has staked much of his political capital -- and potentially his future -- on supporting Harris. He argues that UAW backing for Democrats has remained steady over recent elections, with approximately 60% of members voting for the Democratic presidential nominee.

Petitions for union representation have doubled under the Biden administration, and he became the first president to walk the picket line when he visited Michigan in late 2023 amid the autoworker strike. A day later, Trump traveled to Michigan and appeared at a non-union plant, where he railed against Biden's electric vehicle push and told workers to "get your union leaders to endorse me, and I'll take care of the rest."

Union leaders have said his first term was far from worker-friendly, citing unfavorable rulings from the nation's top labor board and the U.S. Supreme Court, as well as unfulfilled promises of automotive jobs. They emphasize Democratic achievements in states like Michigan, including the recent repeal of a union-restricting right-to-work law enacted over a decade ago by a Republican-controlled legislature.


With membership dwindling in states like Michigan, Fain will need to attract more than just union workers to secure a victory for Harris, who has campaigned in the state alongside him. If the union president cannot deliver Michigan after all these efforts, it could raise questions about his union's political influence in future elections.

"This is a generation-defining moment, where we are right now," Fain told Michigan voters. "This election is going to determine where we go."

___

Cappelletti reported from Lansing, Michigan. Associated Press writer Tom Krisher in Detroit contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/harris-trump-union-michigan-uaw-4faf892e9b91ae7cd1a6ffecaceb8d7d



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Ravens' dynamic duo of Henry and Jackson help lead a rushing renaissance in the NFL
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            Baltimore Ravens running back Derrick Henry (22) scores past Washington Commanders safety Quan Martin and safety Jeremy Chinn, right, during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson (8) runs for a 33-yard gain as Washington Commanders safety Quan Martin (20) defends during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            Baltimore Ravens running back Derrick Henry (22) scores past Washington Commanders safety Quan Martin and safety Jeremy Chinn, right, during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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                                        Inside the Numbers dives into NFL statistics, streaks and trends each week. For more Inside the Numbers, head here.
___
The running game has had a bit of a renaissance early this season thanks in part to a dynamic duo in Baltimore off to a historic start.

    


NFL teams are rushing at the highest rate through six weeks since 2008, with teams averaging a record-high 4.5 yards per carry and the most yards rushing per game at this point in a season in 40 years.
The average of 121.7 yards rushing per game for teams is the highest through six weeks in a non-replacement player season since 1984, when it was at 124.6.
The Ravens are playing a big part in that thanks to the predictable success of pairing perhaps the NFL's best rushing quarterback with the most prolific running back of his generation.
Derrick Henry has 704 yards rushing and nine total touchdowns in his first six games since signing with Baltimore, while Lamar Jackson has run for 403 yards.
Only one other team since at least 1948 has had one player rush for at least 400 yards and another for at least 600 yards in the first six games of a season. Joe Perry (501) and J.D. Smith (604) did it for San Francisco in 1959.

    






Baltimore's 1,232 yards rushing this season are the fourth most through six games since 1980, trailing the 2006 Falcons (1,333), the 1984 Bears (1,330) and the 1980 Lions (1,299).
The Ravens have been the NFL's top rushing team every since Jackson took over as starter in 2018 and have two of the three longest streaks in NFL history of rushing for at least 100 yards. Baltimore just did it for the 39th straight game. The Ravens are tied for the longest streak with 43 from 2018-21. The Steelers also did that from 1974-77.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Jackson is averaging 254.8 yards passing per game and 67.2 on the ground and is on pace to join Michael Vick as the only players in history to average at least 250 yards passing and at least 50 rushing for a season. Vick did it in 2010 for Philadelphia.

    



    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Jackson moved past Cam Newton into second place in career yards rushing for a quarterback last week with 5,661. He needs 449 more to break Vick's record of 6,109.
Traded away
The Davante Adams era in Las Vegas ended less than halfway through his third season with some individual highs but no team success when he was traded to the New York Jets.
That's not a new situation for the Raiders, who have traded away a first-round pick for a proven veteran four times in the past 20 seasons without making a single playoff appearance with the acquisitions.

    


There was the 2005 trade for Randy Moss, the 2009 deal for Richard Seymour, the 2011 one for Carson Palmer and now the trade that sent first- and second-round picks to Green Bay in 2022 when Las Vegas got Adams.
According to trade records on Pro Football Reference, there have been 35 trades that featured a first-round pick being swapped for a veteran in the last 20 seasons. Of those, only eight of the deals didn't lead to a single playoff berth with the acquisition still on the roster, with the Raiders accounting for four of them.
The others were Tampa Bay acquiring Darrelle Revis in 2013, Indianapolis trading for Carson Wentz in 2021, Arizona getting Marquise Brown in 2022 and Denver trading for Russell Wilson in 2022.
The latest deal reunites Adams with Aaron Rodgers, his quarterback in Green Bay for eight seasons. Adams has caught 615 passes from Rodgers for 7,517 yards and 68 touchdowns -- the most in all three categories between any combination of active players.

    


Home not-so-sweet home
Dallas owner Jerry Jones celebrated his 82nd birthday by watching his team endure its most lopsided home loss in his 36 seasons in charge of the Cowboys.
The 47-9 drubbing by Detroit was the biggest loss at home for the Cowboys since they fell 43-3 to Minnesota on Nov. 13, 1988, just months before Jones bought the team.
The struggles at home have been a problem for Dallas ever since the Cowboys saw their 16-game home winning streak snapped with a 48-32 loss in the wild-card round to Green Bay last season.
Dallas has dropped three home games to open this season, losing 44-19 to New Orleans in Week 2 and 28-25 to Baltimore in Week 3. The 167 points allowed by the Cowboys in their last four home games are the fourth most ever in a span of four home games, according to Sportradar. Only the 1948 Giants (177 points) and 1972-73 Oilers (176) allowed more.
Dallas isn't the only NFC East team struggling at home. The New York Giants have lost all three home games this season and Daniel Jones dropped to 0-5 with nine turnovers, no TDs and a 57.9 passer rating over the last two seasons at MetLife Stadium following a 17-7 loss to Cincinnati on Sunday. There are 20 players who have thrown a TD pass at MetLife more recently than Jones has.
Falling off
The New Orleans Saints have followed a historic start to the season with a nearly unprecedented collapse. New Orleans opened the season by beating Carolina by 37 points and Dallas by 25 -- becoming the 13th team in the Super Bowl era to win each of the first two games by at least 24 points.
The Saints have followed that up with four straight losses, scoring 76 points the past four weeks after having 91 the first two games. Only two other teams in NFL history won the first two games by at least 20 points and then lost four straight, with Dallas doing it in 1965 and the Cleveland Indians in 1921.

New Orleans reached a new low this past week in a 51-27 loss to Tampa Bay when the Saints scored 27 points in the second quarter and none in the other three. They allowed the Buccaneers to become the fifth team in NFL history to gain at least 300 yards through the air and 275 on the ground.
The loss dropped coach Dennis Allen's career winning percentage to .342 -- fifth worst out of 148 coaches with at least 75 games.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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            Years of conflict in eastern Congo have created a dire mental health crisis. Aid groups say the number of people seeking care has spiked as fighting intensifies.
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            Nelly Shukuru, 51, hold the scarf she had planned on using to hang herself after spending three years displaced in the Lushagala camp in Goma, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 7 | 
            Nelly Shukuru, 51, who had planned hanging herself, walks in the Lushagala camp in Goma, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            Nelly Shukuru, 51, and others receive counseling in Goma, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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                                        GOMA, Congo (AP) -- For Nelly Shukuru, there was no way out. The fighting that forced her from her home, the squalid conditions in the displacement camp in eastern Congo, the hunger, all felt inescapable. The 51-year-old planned to hang herself.
She said a neighbor stopped her just in time. "In my mind, the suffering was permanent," said the mother of six, seated in a health clinic. "The people who have died are better off than I am."
Years of conflict in eastern Congo have created a dire mental health crisis. Aid groups say the number of people seeking care has spiked as fighting intensifies. Some of the worst affected struggle to survive in cramped, violent displacement sites that aren't conducive to recovery.
The number of people who received psychosocial support in camps around the main city of Goma increased more than 200% between January and June compared to the same period last year -- from 6,600 to more than 20,000 -- according to aid group Action Against Hunger.

    


The number of people reporting suicidal thoughts has jumped from about five a month at the beginning of the year to more than 120, it said.




___
EDITOR'S NOTE -- This story includes discussion of suicide. If you or someone you know needs help, the national suicide and crisis lifeline in the U.S. is available by calling or texting 988. There is also an online chat at 988lifeline.org. Internationally, many governments and other organizations offer help and information on how to contact them is available online.
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More than 100 armed groups have been vying for a foothold in mineral-rich eastern Congo near the border with Rwanda. The violence has escalated as the M23 rebel group, backed by Rwanda, has reemerged. The fighting has displaced millions. Over 600,000 shelter in camps near Goma.
More people are experiencing anxiety, depression and post-traumatic stress disorder as well as insomnia and excessive alcohol and drug consumption, psychologists say.

    


"All around us there is war, and the number of people facing difficulty is increasing daily," said Innocent Ntamuheza, a psychologist with Action Against Hunger.
But little mental health support is available. Less than 30% of the requested $180 million for protection -- which includes mental health services -- in the humanitarian response plan has been funded this year, said the United Nations, which calls Congo one of the world's most neglected crises.
Shukuru said she considered killing herself in August after her drunk 21-year-old son struck her head with a rock because of a fight over a radio. Her children's drinking had worsened since arriving in the camp because they were idle, she said. The family used to farm and attend church in their hometown of Sake but fled in February when it was bombed.
Her husband, a construction worker, struggles to find jobs. The aid they receive isn't enough.
Some of the camps for displaced families are less than a day's walk from the front lines. The camp where Shukuru lives was struck by shells in May that killed some 40 people and injured others, locals and aid groups said.

    


Some armed men live among the camps' population. During a visit in August, The Associated Press saw men carrying guns and a truck of people in military fatigues drive through, chanting war songs. It wasn't clear if the people were with the military or self-defense groups.
In the government's attempt to push back M23, it's been supporting militia groups under a coalition called the Wazalendo. But the groups, who previously fought government forces and each other, are accused of committing human rights abuses, locals and aid groups said.
Some fighters and members of Congo's army, often stationed nearby, are also accused of sexual assault.
A 38-year-old said she was raped by three armed men in a field while she was looking for food in May. The AP does not name people who have been sexually assaulted. The mother of eight has been seeking help at a clinic run by Doctors Without Borders, also known by its acronym MSF, but said she often can't sleep at night and sees the men in her dreams.

    


The constant presence of armed men in the camp makes it worse.
"It reminds me of the men who raped me," she said.
People relive traumatic incidents especially when it comes to rape, said Clementine Sifa, the mental health supervisor for MSF.
In September, MSF said it treated an unprecedented number of survivors of sexual violence in Congo last year -- more than 25,000 -- with the trend continuing this year. The majority of people were treated in displacement camps in Goma.
Lt. Col. Guillaume Ndjike, spokesman for Congo's army in the east, said the army is trying to protect people in the camps by conducting night patrols and setting up mobile police stations. He said armed men aren't allowed in the sites, and people accused of sexual assault or murder are apprehended and held accountable.

    


Locals and aid workers say there is little accountability.
Some aid groups are training community leaders to spot signs of people who might need mental health support and refer them to a clinic. They watch for people who are isolated, look stressed or have lost their jobs. Stigma surrounding mental health sometimes keeps people from proactively seeking it, they said.
Those who have sought treatment say it's been helpful to learn ways to cope with anxiety and negative thoughts, including breathing techniques.
Wrapping her arms around her chest and tapping her shoulders, Josephine Mulonda said the technique called "butterfly hug" has helped reduce heart palpitations triggered by her husband's killing in January. The 52-year-old had depressive thoughts and worried how she would support their eight children.
War Child, an organization focused on helping children in conflict, uses movement, song and play to help troubled youth express themselves. Dancing in a circle at a displacement site, children chant "Let me cry, I'm crying." The group also gives parents advice on listening to their children, said Isaac Rwamakuba, War Child's coordinator in Goma for emergency responses.
But he said some of the most affected children lost families through death or separation.
Last November, a 14-year-old was separated from her family when her town was attacked. The AP is not using her name due to the sensitivity of her situation. She is cared for by another family but fears being attacked when she walks for hours into the bush to find firewood to sell.
She's considered ending her life to stop the suffering, she said. The psychological support from War Child helps at least momentarily, she said.
She has no idea if her mother is alive.
___

The Associated Press receives financial support for global health and development coverage in Africa from the Gates Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- A homeless man refusing long-term care, a woman with severe obesity, an injured worker given meager government assistance, and grieving new widows. All of them requested to be killed under Canada's euthanasia system, and each sparked private debate among doctors and nurses struggling with the ethics of one of the world's most permissive laws on the practice, according to an Associated Press investigation. 
As Canada pushes to expand euthanasia and more countriesmove to legalize it, health care workers here are grappling with requests from people whose pain might be alleviated by money, adequate housing or social connections. And internal data obtained exclusively by AP from Canada's most populous province suggest a significant number of people euthanized when they are in unmanageable pain but not about to die live in Ontario's poorest and most deprived areas. 

    


Some doctors fear moving forward even with cases that meet Canada's legal requirements, which allow euthanasia for people with "irremediable suffering" from serious but nonfatal medical conditions and disabilities. On private forums, doctors and nurses have expressed deep discomfort with ending the lives of vulnerable people whose deaths were avoidable, according to messages provided to AP by a participant on condition of anonymity due to their confidentiality. 




Some of the requests from the forums were approved and acted upon. Others were denied. But the discourse about patients who are poor, disabled or lonely shows a fraught process where medical professionals test the limits of what conditions warrant euthanasia. The controversial cases in the forums have never been disclosed through Canada's oversight system, even in an anonymized manner. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
When Canada legalized assisted dying in 2016, officials said they wanted to reduce suffering and support individual autonomy and freedom of choice -- and polls have consistently shown public approval. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau promised then that safeguards would prevent vulnerable people from being euthanized "because you're not getting the support and care you actually need."

    


But experts tasked with delivering euthanasia to people who aren't dying have called it "morally distressing" and say the legal provisions are too vague to be protective, obliging doctors and nurses to at times end the lives of people they believe might otherwise be saved.
"I don't want (euthanasia) to become the solution to every kind of suffering out there," a physician wrote to colleagues on one of the private forums. 
Euthanasia programs are increasing
Canada has the world's fastest-growing program for euthanasia, the practice of doctors and nurse practitioners killing patients with an injection of drugs at their request. Medically assisted suicide -- patients themselves taking prescribed, lethal medication -- also is legal. 
But virtually all of Canada's MAiD cases -- as it's widely known here, for medical assistance in dying - are euthanasia, with a doctor or nurse practitioner giving the fatal injection. 

    


Unlike many other countries, Canada doesn't require that patients exhaust all medical treatments before seeking death. 
After legalizing euthanasia in 2016, Canada broadened its law in 2021 to allow people with incurable, but not terminal, conditions - including disability alone - to seek a way to die. This vastly expanded the number of people eligible, and medical groups in some territories and provinces require doctors to inform, offer or help provide euthanasia to any patients who might qualify.
Adults with serious, incurable conditions must have a written request approved by two independent doctors or nurse practitioners. Those with nonterminal cases must be informed of other ways to relieve their suffering, among other requirements, and there's a minimum 90-day assessment period.
As the eligibility pool has grown, so has criticism among academics, disability advocacy groups and religious communities. 
Doctors and nurses "do not treat MAiD as an option of last resort," said an August report published by the Christian think tank Cardus. 

    


The nonprofit organization Inclusion Canada regularly hears from people with disabilities who are offered euthanasia, including one disabled woman whose physiotherapist suggested it when she sought help for a bruised hip, said executive vice president Krista Carr.
"Our response to the intolerable suffering of people with disabilities is: 'Your life is not worth living,'" she said. "We'll just offer them the lethal injection, and we'll offer it readily."
Doctors privately debate euthanasia cases
When euthanasia was legalized, doctors and nurse practitioners set up email discussion groups as confidential forums to discuss potentially troubling cases, with limited patient details for privacy. They're now run by the Canadian Association of MAiD Assessors and Providers. 
Association President Dr. Konia Trouton told AP via email that providing euthanasia for vulnerability or financial reasons alone is "completely forbidden." Trouton said doctors and nurse practitioners consult with one another on the forums "to gain insights and learn from the experiences of others." 

    


The participant who shared some of the email discussions with AP provided dozens of messages raising questions about the medical and ethical complexities of euthanasia requests from people nationwide who weren't terminally ill. 
A middle-aged worker whose ankle and back injuries made him unable to resume his previous job told his doctor that the government's measly support was "leaving (him) with no choice but to pursue MAiD." His doctor told forum participants the patient met legal criteria, with severe pain, strained social relationships and inability to work. Others agreed and assured the doctor the man was clearly in pain. But the doctor was hesitant because the man cited reduced government payments as a key factor. 
Cases of homelessness appear regularly and spark some of the most heated debate.
One doctor wrote that although his patient had a serious lung disease, his suffering was "mostly because he is homeless, in debt and cannot tolerate the idea of (long-term care) of any kind." A respondent questioned whether the fear of living in the nursing home was truly intolerable. Another said the prospect of "looking at the wall or ceiling waiting to be fed ... to have diapers changed" was sufficiently painful. 
The man was eventually euthanized.
One provider said any suggestion they should provide patients with better housing options before offering euthanasia "seems simply unrealistic and hence, cruel," amid a national housing crisis.
Physicians said keeping their opinions out of assessments was difficult -- and painful, given patients' emotions and desperation. 
Experts not linked to the forums said that while doctors and nurses need private space for discussion, the lack of transparency about controversial cases is alarming. 
"The question about who gets euthanasia is a societal question," said Kasper Raus, a researcher at Ghent University's Bioethics Institute in Belgium. "This is a procedure that ends people's lives, so we need to be closely monitoring any changes in who is getting it. 
"If not, the entire practice could change and veer away from the reasons that we legalized euthanasia."
Data suggest marginalized people are affected 
Critics have long warned that Canada's policies have led to euthanasia among disadvantaged people whose deaths weren't imminent. Despite publicized cases of people asking to be killed because of insufficient support, government officials have largely refuted the idea that socially disadvantaged people are being euthanized. 
But in Ontario, more than three quarters of people euthanized when their death wasn't imminent required disability support before their death in 2023, according to data from a slideshow presentation by the province's chief coroner, shared with AP by both a researcher and a doctor on condition of anonymity due to its sensitive nature. 
Of people killed when they weren't terminally ill, nearly 29% lived in the poorest parts of Ontario, compared with 20% of the province's general population living in the most deprived communities, the data show.
People euthanized with nonterminal conditions were "more likely to live in neighborhoods where there's higher levels of residential instability, higher material deprivation and greater dependency on government support," Ontario Chief Coroner Dr. Dirk Huyer said during his May presentation. 
The figures suggest poverty may be a factor in Canada's nonterminal euthanasia cases. 
But Huyer told AP that the data was only an early analysis and "it's tough to know exactly what it means," saying that his job was only to present the statistics. 
Poverty doesn't appear to disproportionately affect patients with terminal diseases who are euthanized, according to the leaked data. And experts say no other country that has legalized euthanasia has seen a marked number of deaths in impoverished people. 
Overall for Ontario, the data show, nonterminal patients account for a small portion of all euthanasia cases: 116 of 4,528 deaths last year. But the presentation and discussion among Ontario officials and medical professionals show rising awareness of euthanasia deaths for social reasons.
Privately, officials admit concern
Health Canada, the government agency responsible for national health policy, publishes yearly reports of euthanasia trends but hasn't released any review of cases that triggered ethical concerns.
Marie-Pier Burelle, a spokeswoman for Health Canada, said in an email that "lack of access to social supports or to health services is not and would never be part of eligibility criteria" for euthanasia. Burelle cited "stringent safeguards to affirm and protect the inherent and equal value of every person's life."
In private, though, Canadian officials have examined worrisome cases.
A document from the Ministry of the Solicitor General in Ontario sent to all euthanasia providers in the province in May noted two cases of "lessons learned" in nonterminal cases. The document was shared with AP by a doctor on condition of anonymity because it wasn't authorized for release. 
In one, a 74-year-old patient who'd suffered high blood pressure, a stroke and blindness, among other difficulties, was increasingly dependent on their spouse and "expressed their interest in MAiD to their family physician, due to their vision impairment and loss of hope for improvement of their vision and quality of life." 
The report cited three instances where legally mandated safeguards were not met. Among them: No assessor or expert versed in the nonterminal condition was involved, and efforts to discuss alternatives to death were "limited." 
The report also said the procedure was scheduled "based on the spouse's preference of timing." Officials questioned whether "the patient's death was genuinely voluntary and free of coercion." Independent legal experts said those breaches could constitute violations of criminal law. 
Some push for more reflection 
Polls show that expanding access to euthanasia has long been supported across Canada. But the country appears to be pushing the boundaries of what's socially acceptable, experts say, and that could have global implications, as countries including Britain and France move towards legalization. 
"Canada seems to be providing euthanasia for social reasons, when people don't have the financial means, which would be a big taboo in Europe," said Theo Boer, professor of health care ethics at Groningen University in the Netherlands. "That may be what Canadians want, but they would still benefit from some honest self-reflection about what is going on." 
Some of that reflection is happening in the confidential providers' forums. 
They've debated whether it's valid to euthanize people for obesity in several cases. One woman with severe obesity described herself as a "useless body taking up space" -- she'd lost interest in activities, became socially withdrawn and said she had "no purpose," according to the doctor who reviewed her case. Another physician reasoned that euthanasia was warranted because obesity is "a medical condition which is indeed grievous and irremediable." 
When a health worker inquired whether anyone had euthanized patients for blindness, one provider reported four such cases. In one, they said, an elderly man who saw "only shadows" was his wife's caregiver when he requested euthanasia; he wanted her to die with him. The couple had several appointments with an assessor before the wife "finally agreed" to be killed, the provider said. She died unexpectedly just days before the scheduled euthanasia. 
Providers on the forum were divided over ending the lives of people in mourning. One case involved a woman in her 80s who required dialysis and lost her husband, sibling and cat in a six-week period. Her assessor said her suffering and request to die were tied to her husband's death rather than any medical conditions. 
Some doctors said because she lost her husband -- the protective factor that would make the other losses and suffering bearable -- she qualified. Others recommended grief counseling instead. 
A provider referenced a similar case, in which a widow requested euthanasia within weeks of her husband's death: "Her whole life system crashed. I felt much ease in providing for her and had no pushback from the coroner."
Dr. Ellen Wiebe, who has euthanized more than 400 people in Canada, told AP that while poverty inevitably exacerbates suffering, improved housing and social situations have never changed a patient's mind. 
"The idea that because I'm disabled, I should lose my rights that undisabled people have is outrageous," said Wiebe, who suffers from heart disease and uses a wheelchair. 
She predicted legal consequences if officials introduce more safeguards for euthanasia: "We'll just be back in court with somebody saying, 'You interfered with my basic human rights.'" 
The government already faces challenges to its euthanasia laws on all sides. The advocacy group Dying with Dignity filed an August lawsuit in Ontario, alleging it's "discriminatory" to exclude mentally ill people from euthanasia. A coalition of disability-rights organizations in a lawsuit last month argued that euthanasia legislation has resulted in premature deaths of people with disabilities.
On euthanasia forums, doctors and nurses continue to struggle with cases of patients who aren't fatally ill, lamenting that Canada's health and social services can seem woefully inadequate. 
"I have great discomfort with the idea of MAiD being driven by social circumstances," one provider said. "I don't have a good solution to social deprivation either, so I feel pretty useless when I receive requests like this."
____

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. This story also was supported by funding from a Pulitzer Traveling Fellowship grant. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Georgia judge blocks ballot counting rule and says county officials must certify election results

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Fulton County Superior Court Judge Robert McBurney looks through paperwork, Monday, Aug. 14, 2023, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson, File)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- A judge has blocked a new rule that requires Georgia Election Day ballots to be counted by hand after the close of voting. The ruling came a day after the same judge ruled that county election officials must certify election results by the deadline set in law.
The rulings are victories for Democrats, liberal voting rights groups and some legal experts who have raised concerns that Donald Trump's allies could refuse to certify the results if the former president loses to Democratic Vice President Kamala Harris in next month's presidential election. They have also argued that new rules enacted by the Trump-endorsed majority on the State Election Board could be used to stop or delay certification and to undermine public confidence in the results.
The State Election Board last month passed the rule requiring that three poll workers each count the paper ballots -- not votes -- by hand after the polls close. The county election board in Cobb County, in Atlanta's suburbs, had filed a lawsuit seeking to have a judge declare that rule and five others recently passed by the state board invalid, saying they exceed the state board's authority, weren't adopted in compliance with the law and are unreasonable. 

    


In a ruling late Tuesday, Fulton County Superior Court Judge Robert McBurney wrote, that the hand count rule "is too much, too late" and blocked its enforcement while he considers the merits of the case.




McBurney on Monday had ruled in a separate case that "no election superintendent (or member of a board of elections and registration) may refuse to certify or abstain from certifying election results under any circumstance." While they are entitled to inspect the conduct of an election and to review related documents, he wrote, "any delay in receiving such information is not a basis for refusing to certify the election results or abstaining from doing so."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Georgia law says county election superintendents -- generally multimember boards -- "shall" certify election results by 5 p.m. on the Monday after an election, or the Tuesday if Monday is a holiday as it is this year.

    


The two rulings came as early in-person voting began Tuesday in Georgia. 
In blocking the hand count rule, McBurney noted that there are no guidelines or training tools for its implementation and that the secretary of state had said the rule was passed too late for his office to provide meaningful training or support. The judge also wrote that no allowances have been made in county election budgets to provide for additional personnel or expenses associated with the rule.
"The administrative chaos that will -- not may -- ensue is entirely inconsistent with the obligations of our boards of elections (and the SEB) to ensure that our elections are fair legal, and orderly," he wrote.
The state board may be right that the rule is smart policy, McBurney wrote, but the timing of its passage makes implementing it now "quite wrong." He invoked the memory of the riot at the U.S. Capitol by people seeking to stop the certification of Democrat Joe Biden's presidential victory on Jan. 6, 2021, writing, "Anything that adds uncertainty and disorder to the electoral process disserves the public."

    


During a hearing earlier Tuesday, Robert Thomas, a lawyer for the State Election Board, argued that the process isn't complicated and that estimates show that it would take extra minutes, not hours, to complete. He also said memory cards from the scanners, which are used to tally the votes, could be sent to the tabulation center while the hand count is happening so reporting of results wouldn't be delayed.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


State and national Democratic groups that had joined the suit on the side of the Cobb election board, along with the Harris campaign, celebrated McBurney's ruling in a joint statement: "From the beginning, this rule was an effort to delay election results to sow doubt in the outcome, and our democracy is stronger thanks to this decision to block it."
The certification ruling stemmed from a lawsuit filed by Julie Adams, a Republican member of the election board in Fulton County, which includes most of the city of Atlanta and is a Democratic stronghold. Adams sought a declaration that her duties as an election board member were discretionary and that she is entitled to "full access" to "election materials."

    


Long an administrative task that attracted little attention, certification of election results has become politicized since Trump tried to overturn his loss to Democrat Joe Biden in the 2020 general election. Republicans in several swing states, including Adams, refused to certify results earlier this year and some have sued to keep from being forced to sign off on election results.
Adams' suit, backed by the Trump-aligned America First Policy Institute, argued county election board members have the discretion to reject certification. In court earlier this month, her lawyers also argued county election officials could certify results without including certain ballots if they suspect problems.

    


Judge McBurney wrote that nothing in Georgia law gives county election officials the authority to determine that fraud has occurred or what should be done about it. Instead, he wrote, state law says a county election official's "concerns about fraud or systemic error are to be noted and shared with the appropriate authorities but they are not a basis for a superintendent to decline to certify."
The Democratic National Committee and Democratic Party of Georgia had joined the lawsuit as defendants with the support of Harris' campaign. The campaign called the ruling a "major legal win."
Adams said in a statement that McBurney's ruling has made it clear that she and other county election officials "cannot be barred from access to elections in their counties."

A flurry of election rules passed by the State Election Board since August has generated a crush of lawsuits. McBurney earlier this month heard a challenge to two rules having to do with certification brought by the state and national Democratic parties. Another Fulton County judge is set to hear arguments in two challenges to rules tomorrow -- one brought by the Democratic groups and another filed by a group headed by a former Republican lawmaker. And separate challenges are also pending in at least two other counties.
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A full-scale replica of Anne Frank's hidden annex is heading to New York for an exhibition

    A full-scale replica of Anne Frank's hidden annex is heading to New York for an exhibition
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            The hidden annex where Anne Frank hid from Nazi occupiers during World War II is heading to New York. A full-scale replica of the rooms that form the heart of the Anne Frank House museum is being built in the Netherlands and will be shipped across the Atlantic. (AP Video by Aleks Furtula)
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            Anne Frank's diary, a red checkered notebook, the cornerstone of the Amsterdam museum's collection, is displayed in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Friday, Oct. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            FILE - A woman enters the secret annex at the renovated Anne Frank House Museum in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Wednesday, Nov. 21, 2018. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)
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            FILE - Ronald Leopold, executive director of the Anne Frank House, gestures as he talks next to the passage to the secret annex during an interview in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Monday, Jan. 17, 2022. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)
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            A friendship album with Anne Frank's writing is displayed in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Friday, Oct. 4, 2024, ahead of an exhibit in New York. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            A friendship album with Anne Frank's writing is displayed in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Friday, Oct. 4, 2024, ahead of an exhibit in New York. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            Wallpaper is being prepared for an exact replica of the secret annex which will travel to New York for an exhibit, in the village of Erp, southern Netherlands, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Aleksandar Furtula)
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            Wallpaper is being prepared for an exact replica of the secret annex which will travel to New York for an exhibit, in the village of Erp, southern Netherlands, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Aleksandar Furtula)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 17 | 
            Wallpaper is being prepared for an exact replica of the secret annex which will travel to New York for an exhibit, in the village of Erp, southern Netherlands, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Aleksandar Furtula)
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            Anne Frank House director Ronald Leopold talks about the upcoming exhibit in New York during an interview in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Friday, Oct. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            Anne Frank House director Ronald Leopold talks about the upcoming exhibit in New York during an interview in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Friday, Oct. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            Anne Frank House director Ronald Leopold talks about the upcoming exhibit in New York during an interview in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Friday, Oct. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            A sheet of pictures of Anne Frank is displayed in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Friday, Oct. 4, 2024, ahead of an exhibit in New York. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            A sheet of pictures of Anne Frank is displayed in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Friday, Oct. 4, 2024, ahead of an exhibit in New York. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            One of the yellow stars Jews were ordered to wear in the occupied Netherlands is displayed next to a sign reading "Forbidden For Jews" at the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Friday, Oct. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            A maquette of the secret annex is displayed at the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Friday, Oct. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            The Best Supporting Actress Oscar won by Shelley Winters for her role in George Stevens' 1959 film, "The Diary of Anne Frank." is displayed by Remco van Doren, manager of the Anne Frank House collection in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Friday, Oct. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            FILE - A woman enters the secret annex at the renovated Anne Frank House Museum in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Wednesday, Nov. 21, 2018. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)
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            FILE - Ronald Leopold, executive director of the Anne Frank House, gestures as he talks next to the passage to the secret annex during an interview in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Monday, Jan. 17, 2022. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)
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            A friendship album with Anne Frank's writing is displayed in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Friday, Oct. 4, 2024, ahead of an exhibit in New York. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            Wallpaper is being prepared for an exact replica of the secret annex which will travel to New York for an exhibit, in the village of Erp, southern Netherlands, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Aleksandar Furtula)
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            Wallpaper is being prepared for an exact replica of the secret annex which will travel to New York for an exhibit, in the village of Erp, southern Netherlands, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Aleksandar Furtula)
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            A sheet of pictures of Anne Frank is displayed in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Friday, Oct. 4, 2024, ahead of an exhibit in New York. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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            One of the yellow stars Jews were ordered to wear in the occupied Netherlands is displayed next to a sign reading "Forbidden For Jews" at the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Friday, Oct. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 17

                                    
                                    One of the yellow stars Jews were ordered to wear in the occupied Netherlands is displayed next to a sign reading "Forbidden For Jews" at the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Friday, Oct. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 17 | 
            A maquette of the secret annex is displayed at the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Friday, Oct. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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                                        AMSTERDAM (AP) -- The annex where the young Jewish diarist Anne Frank hid from Nazi occupiers during World War II is heading to New York.
A full-scale replica of the rooms that form the heart of the Anne Frank House museum on one of Amsterdam's historic canals is being built in the Netherlands and will be shipped across the Atlantic for a show titled " Anne Frank The Exhibition " at the Center for Jewish History in Manhattan.
"For the first time in history, the Anne Frank House will present what I would call a pioneering experience outside of Amsterdam. To immerse visitors in a full-scale, meticulous recreation of the secret annex. Those rooms where Anne Frank, her parents, her sister, four other Jews, spent more than two years hiding to evade Nazi capture," Anne Frank House director Ronald Leopold told The Associated Press in an interview detailing the upcoming exhibition.

    


In July 1942, Anne Frank, then aged 13, her parents Otto and Edith, and her 16-year-old sister Margo went into hiding in the annex. They were joined a week later by the van Pels family -- Hermann, Auguste and their 15-year-old son, Peter. Four months later, Fritz Pfeffer moved into the hiding place, also seeking to evade capture by the Netherlands' Nazi German occupiers. 




They stayed in the annex of rooms until they were discovered in 1944 and sent to the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration and extermination camp. Anne and her sister Margot were then moved to the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, where they both died of typhus in February 1945. Anne was 15. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Her father, Otto, the only person from the annex to survive the Holocaust, published Anne's diary after the war and it became a publishing sensation around the world as a symbol of hope and resilience in the face of tyranny.
Leopold said the New York exhibit promises to be "an immersive, interactive, captivating experience" for visitors.

    


It opens on Jan. 27, International Holocaust Remembrance Day, to mark the 80th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz.
While the faithfully rebuilt annex of rooms will be the heart of the exhibit, it also will trace the history of Anne's family from their time in Germany, their move to the Netherlands and decision to go into hiding, to their discovery by Nazis, deportation, Anne's death and the postwar decision by her father to publish her diary.
"What we try to achieve with this exhibition is that people, our visitors will learn about Anne not just as a victim, but through the multifaceted lens of a life, as a teenage girl, as a writer, as a symbol of resilience and of strength. We hope that they will contemplate the context that shaped her life."
The exhibition comes at a time of rising antisemitism and anger at the devastating war between Israel and Hamas in Gaza that has now spread to the Hezbollah militia in Lebanon following the deadly Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas-led attacks in southern Israel.
"With ever fewer, fewer, survivors in our communities, with devastating antisemitism and other forms of group hatred on the rise in the U.S. but also across the world, we feel ... our responsibility as Anne Frank House has never been greater," Leopold said. "And this exhibition is also in part a response to that responsibility to educate people to stand against antisemitism, to stand against group hatred."

    


Anne's diary will not be making the transatlantic trip.
"We unfortunately will not be able to travel with the diary, writings, the notebooks and the loose sheets that Anne wrote. They are too fragile, too vulnerable to travel," Leopold said.

Among 125 exhibits that are traveling from Amsterdam for the New York exhibition are photos, albums, artefacts such as one of the yellow stars Jews were ordered to wear in the occupied Netherlands, as well as the Best Supporting Actress Oscar won by Shelley Winters for her role in George Stevens' 1959 film "The Diary of Anne Frank."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/anne-frank-new-york-annex-diary-holocaust-8d093b71a48dcb84983a4ecf9d497747
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Mexico is struggling to stamp out a homophobic soccer chant ahead of the World Cup

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - A message on the video board warns fans to not chant a homophobic slur during an international friendly soccer match between Mexico and Iceland, May 29, 2021, in Arlington, Texas. Mexico won 2-1. (AP Photo/Brandon Wade, File)
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                                        GUADALAJARA, Mexico (AP) -- Guadalajara is the capital of a Mexican state that is home to tequila and Mariachi music. It is also considered the birthplace of a less flattering tradition -- a homophobic soccer chant that has cost Mexico hundreds of thousands of dollars in fines over the past two decades.
It came as no surprise that the chant, a one-word slur that literally means male prostitute in Spanish, was heard from the crowd in Guadalajara's Akron Stadium during a friendly between Mexico and the United States on Tuesday.
Despite on-screen messages and banners urging fans to refrain from using the chant and yell "Mexico" instead, the crowd shouted the slur at U.S. goalkeeper Matt Turner within a minute after the kickoff. 
Multiple sanctions from FIFA and campaigns by Mexican soccer officials to educate fans have not been able to stamp it out. The chant persists in both club and national team soccer in Mexico, not least in games between the two North American rivals who will host the 2026 World Cup together with Canada.

    


When the U.S. men's team played Mexico, in the CONCACAF Nations League final in Texas in March, the referee stopped the game twice due to homophobic chanting by Mexico fans. Last year, a game in Las Vegas between the two sides was cut short for the same reason.




On Tuesday, the referee didn't stop the game but organizers at one point tried to drown out the chant by playing "Cielito Lindo," a popular folk song, over the stadium loudspeakers. Mexico won the match 2-0.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In Guadalajara, a city with a strong soccer tradition which has two teams in Mexico's top soccer league and another two in the second division, many local fans told The Associated Press that they considered the chant to be harmless and only meant to poke fun at opposing teams.
"Soccer is still a party, and the chant is just for fun. People who yell it mean no offense to the rival," said Luis Gallardo, a 38-year-old who was wearing the Mexico national team's black away shirt. "It's been going on for years and I don't think it's going to change."

    


The slur, typically used when the opposing goalkeeper takes a goal kick, is hardly the only offensive chant heard in soccer stadiums worldwide, but its persistent use at international tournaments has become a costly embarrassment for the Mexican soccer federation.
The federation has been fined countless times by FIFA for "discriminatory behavior" by supporters, including 100,000 Swiss francs ($114,000) for two incidents during the 2022 World Cup in Qatar. Mexico has appealed those penalties.
The Mexican soccer federation long argued that the chant wasn't aimed at gays and that the word had different connotations in contemporary Mexican culture. However, in recent years the federation launched campaigns to make it go away, with stadium announcers urging the crowd to refrain from discriminatory chants and eliciting the help of soccer stars and other celebrities to get the message across.
The federation in 2022 threatened fans shouting the slur at games with five-year stadium bans. At the time, then-federation president Yon de Luisa said regardless of the intention of those using the slur, what matters is how it's received by others.

    


"If it is discriminatory, we should avoid it," said De Luisa, who later resigned after Mexico's poor performance in Qatar where the team was eliminated in the group stage.
The origin of the chant is somewhat unclear, but it's been traced back to a 2004 Olympic qualifier between Mexico and the U.S. in Guadalajara, the capital of the state of Jalisco. It then spread to stadiums across Mexico with fans of Guadalajara soccer club Atlas.
Francisco Acuna, a 55-year-old Atlas fan, said the chant was a way for fans to express emotion during the game and shouldn't be taken too seriously.
"The people who know soccer they know that the game is intense and even players get hot-headed on the field and then they hug each other at the end of the match," he said.
Alejandro Oliva, a 40-year-old soccer fan in downtown Guadalajara, said he didn't understand why some people find the chant offensive.

    


"It amazes me that outside of Mexico people believe that it's a homophobic chant. In Mexico it's normal and it does not offend anyone," he said. "I think that even people from the gay community use the word, and they don't get aggravated."
Not everyone sees it that way.
"It's clearly homophobic because you are degrading a person with an insult of sexual and negative connotation," said Andoni Bello, an LGBTQ+ activist and outspoken critic of the chant who played for Mexico in amateur soccer tournaments organized by the International Gay and Lesbian Football Association.
He said Mexico must get rid of the chant by the 2026 World Cup when the world's eyes will be on the country. Mexico is set to host 13 World Cup games, including four in Guadalajara.

    


Bello urged tournament organizers to reach out to the LGBTQ+ community for help in dealing with the issue.

"It's not just taking their pictures and saying that they are against the homophobia in the stadiums," he said. "There is a real opportunity to educate the Mexican fan. In the World Cup in '86 we were world famous because of the 'Mexican wave.' We exported a good celebration, let's hope to eradicate the chant because being known for homophobia is very sad."
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            FILE - Los Angeles Lakers guard Bronny James, left, and forward LeBron James warm up before a preseason NBA basketball game against the Phoenix Suns, Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024, in Palm Desert, Calif. (AP Photo/William Liang, File)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Lakers guard Bronny James watches warmups before an NBA summer league basketball game against the Golden State Warriors in San Francisco , Sunday, July 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Nic Coury, File)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) reacts during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Indiana Pacers, Sunday, March 24, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Etienne Laurent, File)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Lakers forwards LeBron James (23) and Anthony Davis (3) in the second half of Game 5 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Monday, April 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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            FILE - Los Angeles Lakers' head coach JJ Redick, and Vice President of Basketball Operations and General Manager, Rob Pelinka, third from left, arrive to introduce their new NBA basketball team's players, Bronny James, second from left, and Dalton Knecht at a news conference in El Segundo, Calif., Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)
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                                        EL SEGUNDO, Calif. (AP) -- LeBron James gets to end every practice these days by shooting hoops with his son.
When the Los Angeles Lakers cool down with small-group shooting sessions after workouts at their training complex, the top scorer in NBA history and 20-year-old Bronny James take turns putting up dozens of jumpers alongside third-year guard Max Christie.
Getting all this family time at work is still surreal to LeBron, even though he pretty much willed it into reality.
"For a father, it means everything," LeBron said.
Less than three years after James declared his desire to cap his decorated career by playing alongside Bronny, they've already teamed up in the preseason. They'll soon become the first father and son to play in a real NBA game at the same time, let alone on the same team.
"It's a special feeling, a different feeling, to work with him," said LeBron, who turns 40 in December. "When you go to work every day, you want to try to help each other. If it's a bad day for him, you pick him up. ... There's things we can do that doesn't even need words. We can just look at each other and know."

    


The sports world has been looking at them both this fall as the Lakers embark on a remarkable experiment -- albeit one that could present unique challenges for the James family's teammates and the Lakers' rookie head coach, JJ Redick.




Bronny has already acknowledged and lamented the social media stigma of favoritism and nepotism hovering over the start of his NBA career. The Lakers have also been criticized for using a draft pick to guarantee this father-son pairing, with detractors questioning the inclusion of Bronny and his still-raw skills in any contender's plans from a competitive standpoint.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It won't be an easy situation necessarily to navigate," said Stan Van Gundy, the longtime NBA coach and current commentator. "There will be a lot of external noise about Bronny. If he doesn't play, people are going to want him to play with LeBron. If he's playing, people are going to say he doesn't deserve to be playing. ... But I think the focus should be that this is something to be celebrated. This is a phenomenal thing that we're not going to see much."

    


Indeed, only a handful of great athletes have ever played on the same professional sports team as their sons -- and Ken Griffey Sr., Tim Raines and Gordie Howe were not still at the peak of their formidable skills when they teamed up with their progeny.
LeBron is still one of the NBA's best players, and the Lakers aspire to championship contention for a roster built around him and Anthony Davis.
In other words, this is no time for a stunt.
But Bronny's first few months on the roster have generated overwhelming positivity around the Lakers, both from the front office that orchestrated it and from the players suiting up alongside the James duo. No matter how much or how little the James family ends up playing together this season, the Lakers clearly don't regret making this bit of basketball history.
Davis has known Bronny well since Davis joined the Lakers in 2019, watching his maturation from a shy teen into a young man.

    


"It's awesome," Davis said. "It's historic. It's powerful. Bronny's locker is across from mine, so every time I walk in and see it, it's still surreal for me that he's on the same team as his dad. I can't wait until they step on the floor and officially make history, but it's been super-dope to watch so far."
While LeBron has been an international star for more than two decades, Bronny is quieter and more circumspect than his famous father. Friends and family have sometimes joked that his passion for video games is right up there with his passion for basketball, which only became the primary focus of his life a few years ago.
LeBron set these circumstances into motion with his declaration that he would end his career playing with his son, although he later amended his statement, saying he only hoped to play in the league at the same time as Bronny. That was the last thing on his mind one summer ago, when Bronny survived cardiac arrest during a workout at USC.

    


Although Bronny said it wasn't necessarily his own dream to play alongside his father, he still made it happen by entering the draft after just one truncated collegiate season.
The Lakers' front office is obviously and unabashedly on board with the plan. When Rob Pelinka chose Bronny with the 55th overall selection, the general manager said he did it with history in mind: "The biggest moments in sports happen with the Lakers."
Still, most basketball experts seem to agree Bronny is currently a fringe NBA prospect who almost certainly would have benefitted from another year or two in college. An identical 6-foot-2 player with a different last name probably wouldn't have been drafted, even with one of the final picks in the second round.

    


The appearance of favoritism or nepotism toward Bronny obviously has the potential to sour players who had to work harder and longer for their opportunity -- yet there's no evidence anybody in a Lakers uniform is currently feeling that way.
If anything, the Lakers are uniformly protective of Bronny against the criticism he faces from the media's chattering class and from skeptical fans around the league.
"There's pressure on all of us, (but) the inherent pressure on him is a little different than most second-round picks, most 20 year olds," Redick said. "But I don't sense any nerves. For us, the thing we've talked with him, like a lot of young players, is you have to be more consistent with your effort and energy every day. Not to say it's been bad. ... I talk to him about the standard of who he is as a player, and he'll eventually build that standard, and it'll be apparent every game."
Bronny's new teammates have uniformly praised his work ethic and commitment to improving -- and they say it's no surprise, since Bronny has spent his life watching his father's relentless drive to extend his unmatched career, which is now in its record-tying 22nd season.
Bronny has particularly earned respect for his defensive abilities since summer league play.

"He's tough," Davis said. "Obviously he's defensive-minded. Some great blocks. The physicality he gets over on screens. He's good with his hands as far as deflections and steals. But he's also still learning. He's still trying to figure everything out. We have to realize that. He's still a rookie. It's a different style of basketball, but I like what I'm seeing."
___
AP Basketball Writer Brian Mahoney in New York contributed.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA
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Ionescu's 3-pointer with 1 second left gives Liberty 80-77 win over Lynx and 2-1 lead in WNBA Finals

    Ionescu's 3-pointer with 1 second left gives Liberty 80-77 win over Lynx and 2-1 lead in WNBA Finals

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 10 | 
            New York Liberty guard Sabrina Ionescu (20) makes a 3-point basket during the second half against the Minnesota Lynx in Game 3 of a WNBA basketball final playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Minneapolis. The Liberty won 80-77. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            New York Liberty guard Sabrina Ionescu (20) reacts after making a three-point basket during the second half against the Minnesota Lynx in Game 3 of a WNBA basketball final playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 10 | 
            Minnesota Lynx forward Bridget Carleton, left, is fouled by New York Liberty forward Betnijah Laney-Hamilton (44) during the first half in Game 3 of a WNBA basketball final playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            New York Liberty guard Sabrina Ionescu (20) shoots over Minnesota Lynx forward Napheesa Collier, right, during the first half in Game 3 of a WNBA basketball final playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 10 | 
            New York Liberty head coach Sandy Brondello reacts to a call during the first half against the Minnesota Lynx in Game 3 of a WNBA basketball final playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            New York Liberty guard Sabrina Ionescu reacts after missing a shot during the first half against the Minnesota Lynx in Game 3 of a WNBA basketball final playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            New York Liberty guard Courtney Vandersloot (22) drives to the basket past Minnesota Lynx guard Natisha Hiedeman during the first half in Game 3 of a WNBA basketball final playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- Sabrina Ionescu watched Breanna Stewart carry the New York Liberty all game, until it was time to win it.
Then the ball was hers.
"In the timeout, (coach) Sandy (Brondello) was like, 'You're going to shoot the shot,'" Ionescu said.
The star guard made it, a 3-pointer from 28 feet with a second remaining that gave the Liberty an 80-77 victory over the Minnesota Lynx on Wednesday night and moved them a win away from an elusive first WNBA title. 
New York leads the finals 2-1 -- the first time it has ever been ahead in the championship round -- and can win the series Friday night in Minnesota.
"We know we're one game away from winning the championship, and I think that they are going to give us their best shot," said Stewart, who won two titles with Seattle. "They are going to give everything they have got, and you know what, so are we. The turnaround is quick but we are going to continue to be ready. 

    


Ionescu said she had to watch replay of her shot after the game to see exactly what happened.
"I didn't even really remember it. I had to go look at the video really quickly to see like how far I was," she said. "I feel like I was able to get a little separation in range and get a really good shot to go."




With the game tied at 77, Ionescu had the ball and dribbled around before pulling up a few steps behind the arc and hitting from 28 feet to break the tie.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It's pretty special. It was never in doubt. Obviously Stewie got us back in there, willed us in there, but I thought the right time, this is Sabrina," Brondello said. "She just made a big shot. She's a great shooter and she just needed a little bit of separation."
Stewart scored 22 of the team's 45 points in the second half and finished with 30 points, 11 rebounds and four blocked shots.
"We don't win this game without Stewie," Ionescu said. "There's nothing I can say. That shot's nice, but what she was able to do for us tonight willed us back into the game."

    


Minnesota didn't get a real shot to tie at the buzzer.
"Great player made a good shot," Minnesota guard Kayla McBride said. "I guarded her for 40 minutes.""
The Liberty erased a 15-point deficit to move one victory from winning their first title.
"There's a lot of things that we didn't do right tonight and have a kind of quick memory," Stewart said. "I think that we're happy we got this win but the job's not done."
The Liberty have appeared in the finals five times before, including last season, and lost each one. 
Trailing 73-69 with 2:26 left in the fourth quarter, the Liberty scored eight straight points, including the first five by Jonquel Jones. Ionescu, who had a relatively quiet game, then hit another 3-pointer after a Lynx miss to make it 77-73 with 55.5 left.
Bridget Carleton got the Lynx within 77-75 with a layup 21 seconds later. On New York's next possession, Ionescu had a 3-pointer go halfway through the basket before popping out and Minnesota got the rebound. 
Napheesa Collier was then fouled with 16 seconds left and hit both free throws to tie it setting up the exciting finish.

    


Collier finished with 22 points and McBride 19 for Minnesota.
"Our defense gave us a chance to win the game, period, and our offense is going to help our defense," Minnesota coach Cheryl Reeve said. "If you told me that we would have got the amount of stops that we did and we were playing off that, and we wouldn't have scored 80, that would be surprising to me."
The Lynx flipped the script of the first two games, building a double-digit lead in the first half. Minnesota, which only led for just over three minutes in the first two contests, was up 60-50 with 2:28 left in the third quarter before the Liberty closed to 62-61 by the end of the period. Stewart scored the final five points, including a three-point play with 19 seconds left.
She then scored the first eight points for New York in the fourth quarter, tying the game at 69 with another three-point play with 6:18 left.

Carleton hit two free throws to break the tie 12 seconds later. Neither team would score again until Courtney Williams hit a baseline pullup with 2:26 left to give the Lynx a four-point advantage.
___
AP WNBA: https://apnews.com/hub/wnba-basketball
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani celebrates his three-run home run against the New York Mets during the eighth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Walker Buehler and catcher Will Smith celebrate after New York Mets' Francisco Lindor strike out with the bases loaded to end the second inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            New York Mets' Luis Severino is taken out of the game against the Los Angeles Dodgers during the fifth inning in Game 3 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- On a night of misplayed comebackers, the New York Mets put themselves in a need of yet another comeback.
Luis Severino twice botched grounders, leading to a pair of unearned runs in the second inning. And after the Mets loaded the bases with one out in the bottom half, Francisco Alvarez and Francisco Lindor both struck out against Walker Buehler.
Los Angeles sizzled and New York fizzled in an 8-0 loss Wednesday that gave the Dodgers a 2-1 NL Championship Series lead.
"We got beat 9-0 the first game, then we came back and won Game 2. I don't see why we can't come back and do that tomorrow," said Mets reliever Reed Garrett, who allowed Kike Hernandez's two-run, sixth-inning homer that made it 4-0.
Severino put on Max Muncy leading off the second with the first of seven walks by Mets pitchers and Teoscar Hernandez hit a tapper in front of the plate. Alvarez tried for the lead runner but his throw hit Muncy, and Alvarez was charged with an error.

    


"Maybe tried to do a little too much there," Mets manager Carlos Mendoza said.
Gavin Lux hit a one-hopper to Severino, a Gold Glove finalist, that easily could have been turned into a double play, but the ball hit off the pitcher's glove and Severino's only option when he picked it up was to throw to first for an out.




Will Smith, extending his at-bat to nine pitches, followed with another one-hopper. This one deflected off Severino's glove and rolled toward shortstop for an infield hit as Muncy scored the game's first run. Three pitches later, Tommy Edman's sacrifice fly built a 2-0 lead.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I feel like my glove messed everything up in that inning there," Severino said. "I should have caught those. One, it should have been an easy double play. The other one, I should have stopped the guy going to home plate."
Jose Iglesias' single between walks to J.D. Martinez and Tyrone Taylor loaded the bases in the bottom half. Alvarez, 1 for 21 with the bases loaded in his regular-season career, took a 2-2 fastball on the outside corner for a called third strike.

    


That brought up Lindor, a .336 hitter with the bases loaded over 10 big league seasons. He had erased a one-run, sixth-inning deficit with his slam off Philadelphia ' s Carlos Estevez in the Division Series Game 4 clincher. This time Lindor swung over a full-count knuckle-curve.
"He does a really good job of tunneling," Lindor said. "It comes from the same spot as the fastball and then it drops."
Buehler walked off the mound, shouting and pounding his bare hand into his glove. The 30-year-old right-hander returned to the major leagues in May following Tommy John surgery and is a different pitcher than he was when he became a two-time All-Star.
"In 2018, 2019, 2020 I would have thrown a fastball," he said.
Shohei Ohtani provided the night's most memorable moment with a three-run homer in the eighth against Tylor Megill that soared over the right-field foul pole. Citi Field was less than half-full by the ninth inning as many in the sellout crowd of 43,883 had their fill of frustration.

    


New York has been blanked in both losses while getting seven hits and striking out 20 times. The Mets' NLCS batting average is down to 179, with Lindor and Pete Alonso both 1 for 11, Brandon Nimmo 1 for 10 and Alvarez 1 for 9.
Mets pitchers have walked 22.
"They're not going to chase as much," Mendoza said. "We've got to not only get ahead but we've got to continue to stay on the attack and execute pitches. If we get behind in counts, they're going to make us pay."

After starting the season 0-5 and dropping to 22-33 when the Dodgers swept a three-game series at Citi Field in May, the Mets are confident they can rebound.
"You got to flush this one as fast as you can," Lindor said.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/MLB

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mlb-playoffs-mets-severino-lindor-70ec43c16970949248da477474848539



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next
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            Boise State running back Ashton Jeanty (2) runs with the ball against Washington State in the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Boise, Idaho. (AP Photo/Steve Conner)
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            FILE - Miami quarterback Cam Ward (1) warms up before an NCAA college football game against California in Berkeley, Calif., Oct. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Jed Jacobsohn, File)
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            Iowa running back Kaleb Johnson (2) runs from Washington linebacker Carson Bruener (42) during an 18-yard touchdown reception in the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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            Penn State tight end Tyler Warren (44) celebrates after a touchdown against Illinois during the first quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)
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            Mississippi wide receiver Tre Harris (9) celebrates after touchdown reception in the end zone against LSU during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Baton Rouge, La., Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            Arizona wide receiver Tetairoa McMillan (4) makes the one handed catch defended by Utah defensive end Logan Fano (0) during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Salt Lake City, Utah. (AP Photo/Tyler Tate)
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            San Jose State wide receiver Nick Nash, right, scores a touchdown while pressured by Washington State defensive back Kapena Gushiken (4) during double overtime in an NCAA college football game, Friday, Sept. 20, 2024, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak)
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            Colorado wide receiver Travis Hunter warms up before an NCAA college football game against Kansas State, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Boulder, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Kentucky's Alex Raynor (16) kicks a field goal during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Mississippi Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Oxford, Miss. (AP Photo/Randy J. Williams)
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            FILE - Duke quarterback Riley Leonard, center, is hit by Boston College defenseman Donovan Ezeiruaku, left, causing the ball to come loose, during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Nov. 4, 2022, in Boston. (AP Photo/Mark Stockwell, File)
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            Michigan defensive lineman Kenneth Grant, left, and defensive lineman Mason Graham tackle Washington wide receiver Jeremiah Hunter during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Seattle. Washington won 27-17. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Washington quarterback Will Rogers runs from Iowa linebacker Jay Higgins (34) during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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            Texas running back Quintrevion Wisner (26) carries the ball as Oklahoma linebacker Danny Stutsman (28) moves in to make the stop in the first half of an NCAA college football game in Dallas, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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            Buffalo linebacker Shaun Dolac returns his interception of a pass by Northern Illinois quarterback Ethan Hampton during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in DeKalb, Ill. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Texas defensive back Jahdae Barron (7) wears the Golden Hat Trophy as he celebrates the team's win against Oklahoma with fans after an NCAA college football game in Dallas, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeffrey McWhorter)
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            16 of 17 | 
            Notre Dame defensive back Leonard Moore, back, punches the ball away from Louisville quarterback Tyler Shough (9) as Notre Dame safety Xavier Watts, right, also tackles him during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina)
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            Michigan defensive back Will Johnson (2) reacts to being called for pass interference against Washington wide receiver Denzel Boston (12) during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Seattle. Washington won 27-17. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Boise State running back Ashton Jeanty (2) runs with the ball against Washington State in the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Boise, Idaho. (AP Photo/Steve Conner)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 17

                                    
                                    Boise State running back Ashton Jeanty (2) runs with the ball against Washington State in the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Boise, Idaho. (AP Photo/Steve Conner)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 17 | 
            FILE - Miami quarterback Cam Ward (1) warms up before an NCAA college football game against California in Berkeley, Calif., Oct. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Jed Jacobsohn, File)
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            Iowa running back Kaleb Johnson (2) runs from Washington linebacker Carson Bruener (42) during an 18-yard touchdown reception in the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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            Penn State tight end Tyler Warren (44) celebrates after a touchdown against Illinois during the first quarter of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)
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            Mississippi wide receiver Tre Harris (9) celebrates after touchdown reception in the end zone against LSU during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Baton Rouge, La., Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            Arizona wide receiver Tetairoa McMillan (4) makes the one handed catch defended by Utah defensive end Logan Fano (0) during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Salt Lake City, Utah. (AP Photo/Tyler Tate)
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            San Jose State wide receiver Nick Nash, right, scores a touchdown while pressured by Washington State defensive back Kapena Gushiken (4) during double overtime in an NCAA college football game, Friday, Sept. 20, 2024, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak)
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            Colorado wide receiver Travis Hunter warms up before an NCAA college football game against Kansas State, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Boulder, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Kentucky's Alex Raynor (16) kicks a field goal during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Mississippi Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Oxford, Miss. (AP Photo/Randy J. Williams)
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            FILE - Duke quarterback Riley Leonard, center, is hit by Boston College defenseman Donovan Ezeiruaku, left, causing the ball to come loose, during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Nov. 4, 2022, in Boston. (AP Photo/Mark Stockwell, File)
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            Michigan defensive lineman Kenneth Grant, left, and defensive lineman Mason Graham tackle Washington wide receiver Jeremiah Hunter during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Seattle. Washington won 27-17. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Washington quarterback Will Rogers runs from Iowa linebacker Jay Higgins (34) during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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            Texas running back Quintrevion Wisner (26) carries the ball as Oklahoma linebacker Danny Stutsman (28) moves in to make the stop in the first half of an NCAA college football game in Dallas, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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            Buffalo linebacker Shaun Dolac returns his interception of a pass by Northern Illinois quarterback Ethan Hampton during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in DeKalb, Ill. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Texas defensive back Jahdae Barron (7) wears the Golden Hat Trophy as he celebrates the team's win against Oklahoma with fans after an NCAA college football game in Dallas, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeffrey McWhorter)
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            Notre Dame defensive back Leonard Moore, back, punches the ball away from Louisville quarterback Tyler Shough (9) as Notre Dame safety Xavier Watts, right, also tackles him during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina)
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            Michigan defensive back Will Johnson (2) reacts to being called for pass interference against Washington wide receiver Denzel Boston (12) during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Seattle. Washington won 27-17. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Boise State running back Ashton Jeanty was a unanimous selection and Colorado two-way star Travis Hunter occupies two first-team positions on The Associated Press midseason All-America team released Thursday.
Miami's Cam Ward was the runaway winner for top quarterback, the SEC held down four of the five spots on the offensive line and 10 of the AP preseason All-America first-team picks were on the midseason first-team as well.
Nine players from the Southeastern Conference and six from the Big Ten are on the first team, as determined by a panel of media members who vote each week in the AP Top 25 college football poll.
Jeanty has run for more than 200 yards in three of his six games and is averaging a nation-leading 208 per game and 9.9 per carry. His 17 rushing touchdowns are most in the country.
Only 25 teams have more rushing yards this season than Jeanty's 1,248, the highest six-game total by a player since Garrett Wolfe had 1,343 for Northern Illinois in 2006, according to Sportradar.

    


Hunter has appeared on offense, defense and special teams and played as many as 147 snaps in a game, according to Pro Football Focus. Hunter is Colorado's leading receiver, with 46 catches for 587 yards and six touchdowns. As a cornerback, he has two interceptions and three pass breakups, and he forced a fumble in overtime to secure a win over Baylor.




Ward is the national passing leader, completing 69.8% of his passes for 369.8 yards per game with 20 touchdowns and five interceptions. His best performance came in a 39-38 win at California, where he threw for 437 yards and led the Hurricanes to four straight touchdowns to erase a 25-point deficit midway through the third quarter.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
(x-denotes AP preseason All-America first-team pick)
First team -- Offense

Quarterback -- Cam Ward, fifth-year, Miami.
Running backs -- Ashton Jeanty, third-year, Boise State; Kaleb Johnson, third-year, Iowa.

    


Tackles -- x-Kelvin Banks Jr., third-year, Texas; x-Will Campbell, third-year, LSU.
Guards -- Dylan Fairchild, fourth-year, Georgia; Tyler Booker, third-year, Alabama.
Center -- Seth McLaughlin, fifth-year, Ohio State.
Tight end -- Tyler Warren, fifth-year, Penn State.
Wide receivers -- Tre Harris, fifth-year, Mississippi; x-Tetairoa McMillan, third-year, Arizona; Nick Nash, sixth-year, San Jose State.
All-purpose player -- x-Travis Hunter, third-year, Colorado.
Kicker -- Alex Raynor, sixth-year, Kentucky.
First team -- Defense
Edge rushers -- Trey White, third-year, San Diego State; Donovan Ezeiruaku, fourth-year, Boston College.
Interior linemen -- x-Mason Graham, third-year Michigan; Walter Nolen, third-year, Mississippi.
Linebackers -- x-Jay Higgins, fifth-year, Iowa; Danny Stutsman, fourth-year, Oklahoma; Shaun Dolac, fifth-year, Buffalo.
Cornerbacks -- Nohl Williams, fifth-year, California; Travis Hunter, third-year, Colorado.
Safeties -- x-Xavier Watts, fifth-year, Notre Dame; x-Malaki Starks, third-year, Georgia.
Defensive back -- x-Will Johnson, third-year, Michigan.
Punter -- x-Alex Mastromanno, fifth-year, Florida State.
Second team -- Offense
Quarterback -- tie, Dillon Gabriel, sixth-year, Oregon; Kurtis Rourke, sixth-year, Indiana.

    


Running backs -- Dylan Sampson, third-year, Tennessee; Omarion Hampton, third-year, North Carolina.
Tackles -- Wyatt Milum, fourth-year, West Virginia; Josh Simmons, fourth-year, Ohio State.
Guards -- Donovan Jackson, fourth-year, Ohio State; Willie Lampkin, fifth-year, North Carolina.
Center -- Brady Small, second-year, Army.
Tight end -- Harold Fannin Jr., third-year, Bowling Green.
Wide receivers -- Ryan Williams, first-year, Alabama; Jack Bech, fourth-year, TCU; Tai Felton, fourth-year, Maryland.
All-purpose player -- tie, Cam Skattebo, fifth-year, Arizona State; Desmond Reid, third-year, Pittsburgh.
Kicker -- Ben Sauls, fifth-year, Pittsburgh.
Second team -- Defense
Edge rushers -- Kyle Kennard, fifth-year, South Carolina; Nic Scourton, third-year, Texas A&M.
Interior linemen -- Derrick Harmon, third-year, Oregon; Ty Hamilton, fifth-year, Ohio State.
Linebackers -- Jalon Walker, third-year, Georgia; Colin Ramos, fourth-year, Navy; Chris Paul Jr., fourth-year, Mississippi.

    


Cornerbacks -- Jahdae Barron, fifth-year, Texas; Trey Amos, fifth-year, Mississippi.
Safeties -- Caleb Downs, second-year, Ohio State; Jaylen Reed, fourth-year, Penn State.
Defensive back -- tie, Lathan Ransom, fifth-year, Ohio State; Trey Rucker, fifth-year, Oklahoma State.
Punter -- James Burnip, fourth-year, Alabama.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - The United States team players stand with their gold medals during the medal ceremony after the women's soccer gold medal match between Brazil and the United States at the Parc des Princes during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Aug. 10, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard, File)
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            FILE - United States' Trinity Rodman fights for the ball with Germany's Felicitas Rauch during a women's semifinal soccer match between the United States and Germany at the 2024 Summer Olympics at Lyon Stadium in Decines, France, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo, File)
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                                        Trinity Rodman will miss a trio of upcoming matches for the U.S. women's national soccer team as she continues to recover from a back injury.
Coach Emma Hayes named her roster Thursday for games against Iceland on Oct. 24 in Austin, Texas, and Oct. 27 in Nashville. The Americans then host Argentina on Oct. 30 in Louisville, Kentucky.
The matches are the first for the United States since winning the gold medal at the Paris Olympics. The roster includes 18 members of the team that played in France.
"There's no doubt that the summer was brilliant, and we want to make these three games about celebrating some amazing accomplishments and players, but at the same time, we can't rest on any laurels," Hayes said in a statement. "Our focus is forward, our focus is on our process, and we want to keep chasing new heights."
Hayes called up 26 players for the camp, but will suit up 23 players for each match.

    


Rodman, who plays for the Washington Spirit in the National Women's Soccer League, suffered an intense back spasm that caused her to leave the field by wheelchair in a match against the Kansas City Current last month.




She was a substitute in the Spirit's victory last weekend over Racing Louisville, playing for the first time since the injury.
Hayes included six players who could make their debut for the United States: midfielder Hal Hershfelt, defender Emily Sams, center back Eva Gaetino, defender Alyssa Malonson, forward Yazmeen Ryan and forward Emma Sears.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The team will honor veteran defender Kelley O'Hara with a retirement ceremony at halftime in Nashville.
U.S. roster:
Goalkeepers: Jane Campbell (Houston Dash), Casey Murphy (North Carolina Courage), Alyssa Naeher (Chicago Red Stars)
Defenders: Emily Fox (Arsenal), Eva Gaetino (Paris Saint-Germain), Naomi Girma (San Diego Wave), Casey Krueger (Washington Spirit), Hailie Mace (Kansas City Current), Alyssa Malonson (Bay FC), Jenna Nighswonger (Gotham FC), Emily Sams (Orlando Pride), Emily Sonnett (Gotham FC)

    


Midfielders: Korbin Albert (Paris Saint-Germain), Sam Coffey (Portland Thorns), Hal Hershfelt (Washington Spirit), Lindsey Horan (Lyon), Rose Lavelle (Gotham FC), Olivia Moultrie (Portland Thorns), Ashley Sanchez (North Carolina Courage)

Forwards: Yazmeen Ryan (Gotham FC), Emma Sears (Racing Louisville), Jaedyn Shaw (San Diego Wave), Sophia Smith (Portland Thorns), Mallory Swanson (Chicago Red Stars), Alyssa Thompson (Angel City), Lynn Williams (Gotham FC)
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            The newly appointed England men's soccer team manager Thomas Tuchel speaks during a press conference held at Wembley Stadium in London, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Southampton's head coach Russell Martin gestures during the English Premier League soccer match between Arsenal and Southampton at the Emirates Stadium in London, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            Everton manager Sean Dyche gestures on the touchline during the British Premier League soccer match between Everton and Crystal Palace, at Goodison Park, Liverpool, England, Saturday Sept. 28, 2024. (Peter Byrne/PA via AP)
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            Leicester's head coach Steve Cooper gestures during the English Premier League soccer match between Arsenal and Leicester City at the Emirates Stadium in London, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ian Walton)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- British soccer managers reacted with disappointment and a degree of resignation on Thursday after a German, Thomas Tuchel, was hired to take charge of England ahead of a homegrown coach.
Football Association chief executive Mark Bullingham said some English managers -- he didn't disclose the precise number -- were interviewed for the role from a shortlist of "approximately" 10 names. Tuchel was ultimately deemed to be the best hope of leading England to a first major title since the 1966 World Cup.
Tuchel, the former Chelsea, Paris Saint-Germain and Bayern Munich manager, is the third overseas coach -- after the late Sven-Goran Eriksson of Sweden (2001-06) and Fabio Capello of Italy (2007-12) -- to be appointed to lead England's men's team this century.
Russell Martin, one of six managers from Britain and Ireland currently leading teams in the Premier League, said there were "loads of English coaches really capable of doing the job as well."

    


"Maybe English managers aren't given enough credit," the Southampton manager said, "or maybe they are deemed not good enough by the most important people."




Martin, who got his chance in the Premier League after getting promoted with Southampton last season, questioned the effectiveness of the much-hyped coaching pathway at England's national training center at St. George's Park.
"It's going to cause a lot of interesting discussion and conversation, especially at the FA, because we have a well-renowned coaching education system that people come from far and wide to do, and then we can't appoint someone from that," said Martin, an England-born former Scotland international.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Everton's English manager Sean Dyche, who confirmed he wasn't interviewed by the FA, said it was "a reality of the modern game" after homegrown coaches were overlooked for the vacancy.
And Leicester manager Steve Cooper, a Welshman who led England to the title at the Under-17 World Cup in 2017, said he hoped British coaches will be ranked among the world's best "over the course of time."


    


"In the meantime, any opportunity we are given we have to take them and do a good job," said Cooper, who has also coached Nottingham Forest in the Premier League. "Until we do that on a regular basis maybe we shouldn't say so much.
"I really believe in British culture. I believe in the coaching education pathway as well."
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            FILE - A soccer fan tries to watch the PSG soccer team training at the Paris Saint-Germain training camp in Saint-Germain-en-Laye, west of Paris, Friday, Aug. 13, 2021. (AP Photo/Francois Mori, File)
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            FILE - General View of the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris, France, Monday, Feb. 15, 2016. The Parc des Princes stadium, with 48,000 seats, will be one of the venues of UEFA Euro 2016 soccer tournament which starts on June 10, 2016. (AP Photo/Francois Mori, File)
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            FILE - General View of the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris, France, Monday, Feb. 15, 2016. The Parc des Princes stadium, with 48,000 seats, will be one of the venues of UEFA Euro 2016 soccer tournament which starts on June 10, 2016. (AP Photo/Francois Mori, File)
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                                        Paris prosecutors are investigating alleged discrimination by Paris Saint-Germain years ago, following a complaint by France's Human Rights League that club scouts illegally profiled potential recruits based on their origins.
Prosecutors told The Associated Press the investigation was reopened in May. The case is related to events which happened several years ago and was the subject of an initial investigation that was ended in August 2022. The Human Rights League confirmed to the AP it filed the lawsuit.
The prosecutor's office said it received a new complaint "for discrimination on the grounds of origin, and computerised storage of data revealing racial or ethnic origins."
French law prohibits the collection of personal data that shows the racial or ethnic origins of individuals.
PSG has previously acknowledged that forms with illegal content were used from 2013-18. But it declined responsibility for implementing the policy after the Mediapart news website reported that scouts were asked by PSG to mention the origin of possible recruits according to four categories: "Francais" (French), "Maghrebin" (North African), "Antillais" (West Indian), and "Afrique noire" (Black African).

    


The previous investigation was started following an initial complaint by the Human Rights League after PSG said an internal investigation found "no proven case of discrimination."




The French Football Federation ethics council also looked into the matter and the league's disciplinary commission later fined PSG 100,000 euros ($109,000). 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The league also handed a 10,000-euro suspended fine to former PSG academy director Bertrand Reuzeau. Marc Westerloppe and Pierre Reynaud, who were in charge of PSG's recruiting, received suspended fines of 5,000 euros.
Mediapart and French TV program "Envoye Special" said a young black player was overlooked by PSG because of his color. Following an investigation based on the "Football Leaks" documents, Mediapart said 17-year-old midfielder Yann Gboho, who plays for France Under-18s, was disregarded by PSG when he was 13, and the club management decided to cover up "those implicated in the scandal."

In a separate racism case in 2011, the country's soccer scene was rocked by revelations from Mediapart that then-national coach Laurent Blanc and others discussed informal quotas limiting black and Arab youth players' involvement in the national squad.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/apf-soccer

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/psg-ethnic-profiling-soccer-a30f24e6c0be7284a6a6cb0e676d3f96



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Dallas Stars sign goalie Jake Oettinger to an 8-year, $66 million extension

    Dallas Stars sign goalie Jake Oettinger to an 8-year, $66 million extension

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            Dallas Stars goaltender Jake Oettinger (29) defends the goal during the second period of an an NHL hockey game against the San Jose Sharks Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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            Dallas Stars goaltender Jake Oettinger (29) deflects a shot on goal during the second period of an NHL hockey game against the New York Islanders, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Dallas Stars have signed No. 1 goaltender Jake Oettinger to an eight-year extension worth $66 million.
Oettinger is now under contract through the 2032-33 NHL season at an annual salary cap hit of $8.25 million. The deal, finalized Thursday, comes on the heels of the Boston Bruins inking fellow American goalie Jeremy Swayman for the exact same amount of money and same term.
"Jake has established himself as one of the elite goaltenders in the NHL," general manager Jim Nill said. "His unique blend of poise, size, athleticism and mental toughness has helped our team reach new heights since he's taken over the net. He is an integral part of our core that will allow us to contend for the Stanley Cup this season, but also for many years to come."
Swayman held out of training camp as a restricted free agent, and his deal that went into effect immediately ends in 2032. Oettinger is making $4 million this season and would have been a restricted free agent next summer.

    


Instead, one of the candidates to start in net for the U.S. at the 2026 Milan-Cortina Olympics will have no such drama. And his new contract comes as Oettinger is off to a 3-0-0 start with a 1.63 goals against average and .948 save percentage.

Oettinger, who turns 26 in December, backstopped Dallas to the Western Conference final last season. The Stars have made the playoffs in each of his three years as their starter.
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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                    Fans gather during a kickoff celebration for National Women's Soccer League's Boston franchise, which is to be named BOS Nation Football Club, Tuesday, Oct.. 15, 2024, in Boston. (Barry Chin/The Boston Globe via AP)
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- The National Women's Soccer League expansion team in Boston apologized on Wednesday for a "Too Many Balls" marketing campaign that draw a harsh reaction from the transgender community and others.
A day after unveiling the slogan as part of the rollout of the team name BOS Nation FC, the organization said in a statement that "we missed the mark" with an attempt to "create a bold and buzzworthy brand launch campaign."
"We fully acknowledge that the content of the campaign did not reflect the safe and welcoming environment we strive to create for all," the team said, "and we apologize to the LGBTQ+ community and to the trans community in particular for the hurt we caused."
The new name, an anagram of Bostonian that also played upon being a "boss," was announced Tuesday along with a video celebrating the city's professional sports history -- mostly accomplished by men -- with the narrator saying, "Boston loves its balls" and "there are too many balls in this town."

    


It concluded: "We are BOS Nation, where anything is possible. No balls necessary," with the exception, the video noted, of a soccer ball.




"I'm really looking forward to see the community's response," Jennifer Epstein, one of the team's owners, told The Associated Press. Actress and director Elizabeth Banks and Olympic gold medalist Aly Raisman also are part of the all-female ownership group.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
But what they got wasn't what they expected.
Among the reactions was an Instagram post from Seattle midfielder Quinn, who identifies as transgender and nonbinary, saying, "Feels transphobic. Yikes."
The team took the video down from its website, and its toomanyballs.com website was a dead link on Wednesday. The public relations agency that sent out the news release on the launch forwarded the team's statement to the AP, but more details about the campaign were not immediately available. 


    


"We are proud to be part of the most inclusive sports league in the world and are committed to upholding the unifying values that define the NWSL and our club," the team posted on X. "Thank you to all who have held us accountable by calling for us to do better. We hear you and we will, together."
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                                        KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) -- The owner of the Kansas City Chiefs said Wednesday that he has no issue with kicker Harrison Butker forming a political action committee designed to encourage Christians to vote for what the PAC describes as "traditional values."
Butker announced his UPRIGHT PAC last weekend, during the Chiefs' bye, in a series of postings on social media.
"One of the things I talk to the players every year about at training camp is using their platform to make a difference," Chiefs chairman Clark Hunt said. "We have players on both sides of the political spectrum, both sides of whatever controversial issue you want to bring up. I'm not at all concerned when our players use their platform to make a difference."
Butker is front-and-center on the website of the UPRIGHT PAC along with Missouri Republican Sen. Josh Hawley, who earned the kicker's endorsement ahead of the general election against Democrat Lucas Kunce.

    


"We're seeing our values under attack every day. In our schools, in the media, and even from our own government. But we have a chance to fight back and reclaim the traditional values that have made this country great," the PAC says on its website. "We are working to mobilize Christians across this country to make sure we protect these values at the ballot box.




Butker first made what he called a "very intentional" foray into politics in May, when he delivered a polarizing commencement address at Benedictine College, a private Catholic liberal arts school in Atchison, Kansas. The three-time Super Bowl champion said, among other things, that most of the women receiving degrees were probably more excited about getting married and having children, and that some Catholic leaders were "pushing dangerous gender ideologies onto the youth of America."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Butker also assailed Pride month, an important time for the LGBTQ+ community, and President Joe Biden's stance on abortion.

    


The NFL distanced itself from Butker's comments, issuing a statement afterward that said: "His views are not those of the NFL as an organization. The NFL is steadfast in our commitment to inclusion, which only makes our league stronger."
"I've just decided, 'You know what? There's things that I believe wholeheartedly that I think will make this world a better place,' and I'm going to preach that," Butker said, when asked about the address during training camp. "If people don't agree, they don't agree, but I'm going to continue to say what I believe to be true and love everyone along the way."
The Hunt family has supported a group urging Missouri voters to reject a ballot measure that would overturn a near-total ban on abortion in the state through Unity Hunt, the company that oversees the assets of the Lamar Hunt family. The Chiefs have declined to comment on the $300,000 donation other than confirming to The Kansas City Star that the money was wired by Clark Hunt's half-brother, Lamar Hunt Jr., through his account with Unity Hunt.
Meanwhile, Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes said last month that he would not endorse Donald Trump or Kamala Harris in the November election, even as the former president repeatedly referred to his wife, Brittany, as a supporter of his campaign.

    


"I don't want my place and my platform to be used to endorse a candidate," Mahomes said. "My place is to inform people to get registered to vote. It's to inform people to do their own research and then make the best decision for them and their family."
Those comments came less than a day after Taylor Swift, who is dating the Chiefs' Travis Kelce and has become friends with the Mahomes family, endorsed Harris for the presidency. That led Trump to tell Fox News: "I actually like Mrs. Mahomes much better, if you want to know the truth. She's a big Trump fan. I like Brittany. I think Brittany is great."
Patrick Mahomes was asked Wednesday about Trump's references to his wife and said "at the end of the day, it's about me and my family and how we treat other people."

"I think you see Brittany does a lot in the community. I do a lot in the community to help bring people up, and give people an opportunity to use their voice," he said. "In political times, people are going to use stuff here and there, but I can't let that affect how I go about my business every single day of my life, and trying to live it to the best of my ability."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Charlotte (3-3, 2-0 American Athletic Conference) at No. 25 Navy (5-0, 3-0), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (CBS Sports Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Navy by 17.
Series record: Navy leads 1-0.
What's at stake?
Navy is looking for its first 6-0 start since 1979, playing at home as a ranked team for the first time since 2016. The Midshipmen have their sights set on winning the conference, making this game against Charlotte -- which has won two in a row and three of four -- more important to that goal this season than their upcoming showdown with Notre Dame.
Key matchup
Charlotte's rushing attack vs. Navy's defense. After facing and beating Air Force before a bye week, Navy is used to playing physical football, especially relying on cornerbacks and safeties to stop the run. Coach Brian Newberry acknowledged the 49ers are more balanced than Air Force, but Charlotte is coming off rushing for 311 yards in a 55-24 rout of East Carolina, so it will again be a tough task.

    


Players to watch
Charlotte: QB Max Brown could be back after missing the past four games with a thumb injury, though freshman Deshawn Purdie could also see a lot of action. Coach Biff Poggi expects all three quarterbacks, including Trexler Ivey, to be ready to go, so the possibility of mixing and matching is very realistic.




Navy: QB Blake Horvath makes offensive coordinator Drew Cronic's new system go. He has rushed for 10 touchdowns and thrown for seven more while amassing 1,336 total yards. Getting the ball effectively to Eli Heidenreich and other pass-catchers while taking good care of it himself is a key to Navy attempting to stay undefeated.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Navy beat Charlotte 14-0 in the schools' only meeting on Oct. 14, 2023. ... Purdie has thrown for 717 yards and four touchdowns since replacing Brown when the redshirt sophomore was injured in the second game of the season against North Carolina. ... The ECU game was the second-largest margin of victory in a conference game in Charlotte history. ... RB Hahsaun Wilson ran for 164 yards and three TDs last game. ... Navy has scored 218 points through five games after putting up 212 all last season. ... Navy is the only team in the Football Bowl Subdivision with a TD in every trip to the red zone, going 18 for 18. ... The Midshipmen are one victory away from being bowl eligible for the first time since 2019. They have the nation's second-ranked rushing offense at 295.6 yards a game.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Colorado wide receiver Travis Hunter (12) catches a pass as Central Florida defensive back Brandon Adams (0) defends during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)
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            Arizona quarterback Noah Fifita (11) avoids stepping out of the end zone during an NCAA college football game against BYU, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Provo, Utah. (AP Photo/Tyler Tate)
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Colorado (4-2, 2-1 Big 12) at Arizona (3-3, 1-2), Saturday, 4 p.m. ET (Fox)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Arizona by 3 1/2
Series record: Colorado leads 16-10.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Two former Pac-12 members meet for the first time since moving to the Big 12. Both are coming off losses. Colorado lost 31-28 to Kansas State on a late touchdown pass in a game that left the Buffaloes banged up, particularly at receiver. The good news: two-way player Travis Hunter and Jimmy Horn Jr. are expected to play, though fellow receivers Omarion Miller and Terrell Timmons Jr. are out indefinitely. Arizona returns home after losing two straight -- a close loss to Texas Tech and a 41-19 blowout at No. 13 BYU after turning it over four times. 
KEY MATCHUP
Hunter vs. Arizona receiver Tetairoa McMillan. Hunter has become a Heisman Trophy favorite by starring on both sides of the ball. Defensively, he may not directly line up against McMillan every play, but will be part of the game plan to slow Arizona's preseason All-American. McMillan leads the Big 12 with 42 catches and is third in the FBS with 742 yards with four touchdowns despite facing extra scrutiny from the defense every game. Hunter is expected to play despite injuring his shoulder in the first half against Kansas State.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Colorado: S Shilo Sanders. The son of coach Deion Sanders returned last week after missing three games with a broken forearm, but had what he called the "worst game of my life" in the loss to Kansas State. Sanders' father agreed Shilo was rusty in his return and the Buffaloes will need a big bounce back as they try to slow Arizona's explosive offense.




Arizona: QB Noah Fifita. Fifita had a breakout season after Jayden de Laura went down with an injury last season, but has been up and down this year. The sophomore has thrown for 1,636 yards, but has more interceptions (9) than touchdown passes (8). His completion percentage is also down from last year at 58.5. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
Colorado had minus-29 yards rushing against Kansas State, fewest in program history. The Buffaloes also gave up six sacks. ... Arizona DL Tre Smith is tied for third nationally in quarterback hurries with 19. ... Buffaloes QB Shedeur Sanders is fourth nationally with 2,018 yards passing. ... Arizona is 14th nationally in sacks allowed with six.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Ranked and unbeaten, No. 25 Navy hopes to beat Charlotte and block out the extra attention
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            Navy fullback Alex Tecza, center, celebrates his touchdown with tight end Thomas Scully, left, and quarterback Blake Horvath in the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, at Air Force Academy, Colo.(AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Navy quarterback Blake Horvath looks for a receiver in the first half of an NCAA college football game against Air Force Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, at Air Force Academy, Colo.(AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Navy quarterback Blake Horvath, front, heads on to the field to warm up as fullback Jadyn Jones, back left, and guard Cam Nichols follow before an NCAA college football game against Air Force Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, at Air Force Academy, Colo.(AP Photo/David Zalubowski)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 12 | 
            Navy quarterback Blake Horvath warms up before an NCAA college football game against Air Force Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, at Air Force Academy, Colo.(AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Navy offensive tackle Connor McMahon, right, congratulates quarterback Blake Horvath, center, after he ran for a touchdown as running back Eli Heidenreich (22) looks on in the first half of an NCAA college football game against Air Force Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, at Air Force Academy, Colo.(AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Navy mascot Bill the Goat gestures to the crowd in the second half of an NCAA college football game against Air Force Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, at Air Force Academy, Colo.(AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Navy fullback Alex Tecza, front, runs past Air Force defensive back Jamari Bellamy on the way to a touchdownin the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, at Air Force Academy, Colo.(AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Navy head coach Brian Newberry looks on as players warm up before an NCAA college football game against Air Force Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, at Air Force Academy, Colo.(AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            FILE - Charlotte quarterback Deshawn Purdie, right, fakes a handoff to running back Hahsaun Wilson during an NCAA football game against East Carolina, Oct. 5, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond, File)
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            FILE - Charlotte running back Cartevious Norton (5) carries the ball against East Carolina defensive lineman Jaden McKenzie during an NCAA football game, Oct. 5, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond, File)
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            FILE - Charlotte quarterback Deshawn Purdie, right, fakes a handoff to running back Hahsaun Wilson during an NCAA football game against East Carolina, Oct. 5, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond, File)
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            FILE - Charlotte running back Cartevious Norton (5) carries the ball against East Carolina defensive lineman Jaden McKenzie during an NCAA football game, Oct. 5, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 12

                                    
                                    FILE - Charlotte running back Cartevious Norton (5) carries the ball against East Carolina defensive lineman Jaden McKenzie during an NCAA football game, Oct. 5, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            STEPHEN WHYNO

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Navy is unbeaten, ranked and heavily favored. But coach Brian Newberry wants everyone to know his players and staff are not thinking about any of those things.
"Every week we're fighting and clawing and scratching for our lives," Newberry said.
The No. 25-ranked Midshipmen host Charlotte on Saturday looking for the program's first 6-0 start since 1979. Navy is playing a game as a ranked team for the first time since 2019 and is facing not only the 49ers in the quest for a spot in the American Athletic Conference title game but new national attention and a spotlight on Annapolis that hasn't been a college football regularity for several years.
"Ignoring and not letting good and bad noise affect us is something that we need to focus on," junior cornerback Andrew Duhart said on a video call with reporters this week. "Making sure that we're playing still to that high level that we need to and not letting anything slip, not letting our details slip, then we're going to continue that success."

    


Navy (5-0, 3-0 AAC) has been successful so far thanks to a new-look offense with more balance than the traditional service academy running style -- one that is a perfect 18 of 18 scoring touchdowns in the red zone and has already scored more points through five games than all of last season combined. Quarterback Blake Horvath has rushed for 10 touchdowns and thrown for seven more while amassing 1,336 total yards.




"He has this command over our offense that's been really nice to have," said junior Eli Heidenreich, the team's leading receiver with 20 catches for 449 yards and five TDs. "He's really composed and just a really smart player. And then physically with him, obviously he's shown this year how capable of a runner he is. He's one of the fastest kids on our team, and when he gets going I don't think there's many players that are going to be catching him."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The 49ers (3-3, 2-0 AAC) will try to contain Navy's offense while also piling up points, which they did plenty of in a 55-24 rout of East Carolina in their last game. Charlotte has won two in a row and three of four.

    


"The win definitely helped bring confidence to everybody on the team, I feel like," redshirt senior defensive lineman Chantz Williams told reporters this week. "(But) ECU's over with. We're on to Navy."
Trap game?
Navy is ranked alongside No. 23 Army for the first time since 1960, and the schools that used to be powerhouses in the sport got off to matching 5-0 starts for the first time since 1945.
The Midshipmen are favored by 17 points on BetMGM Sportsbook, and their next game is also a showdown against Notre Dame next weekend at MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey.
"This is not a trap game for us by any stretch," Newberry said. "Our players know how important this game is, and they know what kind of football team we're about to play. We're going to be in for a dogfight. There's no doubt about it. We're going to have to play really, really well Saturday to have a chance to win this game."
Musical QBs
Charlotte could get QB Max Brown back from a thumb injury and still play freshman Deshawn Purdie with a dose of Trexler Ivey mixed in. Coach Biff Poggi said it would be a true game-time decision who starts.

    


"Max is back. He looked in warmups against East Carolina to me like he could've played, but I didn't go to medical school or sleep in a Holiday Inn Express, so it's not my call," Poggi said at his weekly news conference. "We will have both quarterbacks ready to go. Both quarterbacks will be -- well, all three -- completely ready to go."
Bye bye bye
Navy and Charlotte have had extra time to prepare after each getting a bye week off. It's especially important for Navy coming off a physical game against Air Force and nursing some bumps and bruises.
"We were a little banged up," Newberry said. "No serious injuries, but we needed the week to kind of recover and get treatment and take a little bit off of them."
___
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                                        Detroit (4-1) at Minnesota (5-0)
Sunday, 1 p.m. EDT, Fox.
BetMGM NFL Odds: Vikings by 11/2.

    


Against the spread: Lions 4-1; Vikings 5-0.
Series record: Vikings lead 80-43-2.
Last meeting: Lions beat Vikings 30-20 on Jan. 7, 2024, in Detroit.
Last week: Lions beat Cowboys 47-9; Vikings had bye, beat Jets 23-17 on Oct. 6.
Lions offense: overall (3), rush (4), pass (4), scoring (1)

    


Lions defense: overall (13), rush (3), pass (27), scoring (8)
Vikings offense: overall (17), rush (20), pass (19), scoring (5)
Vikings defense: overall (14), rush (2), pass (30), scoring (3)
Turnover differential: Lions plus-6; Vikings plus-4.

    


Lions player to watch
DT Alim McNeill. With DE Aidan Hutchinson likely out for the rest of the season with a broken leg, the Lions could use more games from McNeill like his against the Cowboys when he matched a career best with two sacks. The fourth-year pro landed a $97 million, four-year contract extension this week.
Vikings player to watch
OLB Jonathan Greenard. One of the most meaningful additions to the lineup from a remarkably productive haul of free agents this year, Greenard's total of four sacks in five games doesn't tell the full story of his impact with the pressure he's been able to generate. The Lions are thriving behind one of the best offensive lines in the league, so Greenard and fellow edge rushers Andrew Van Ginkel, Patrick Jones II and Dallas Turner will have a challenge getting to QB Jared Goff.

    






Key matchup
Lions offensive coordinator Ben Johnson vs. Vikings defensive coordinator Brian Flores. The Lions have scored 40-plus points in two straight games for the first time since 1962, behind one of the NFL's most complete offenses and one of its brightest strategical minds. The Vikings have created a stressful afternoon for every offense they've faced, leading the league in interception rate and ranking eighth in sack rate with the aggressive and unpredictable scheme Flores deploys.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Key injuries 
The Lions suffered a devastating blow with the loss of Hutchinson. Backup DT Kyle Peko also suffered a season-ending pectoral injury against the Cowboys, making depth on the defensive line a concern. DE Marcus Davenport, who played last season for the Vikings, is likely out for the year with a triceps injury. ... Lions CB Carlton Davis III was put in the concussion protocol against the Cowboys but has been cleared and may play at Minnesota. ... Vikings LB Blake Cashman is dealing with turf toe and is uncertain for the game. ... Vikings TE T.J. Hockenson, who tore the ACL and MCL in his right knee on a low hit by Detroit's Kerby Joseph at Minnesota last Dec. 24, has resumed practicing but is unlikely to be activated from the physically unable to perform list in time to play in this game. ... Vikings RB Aaron Jones (hamstring) was hurt in the first quarter against the Jets and didn't return. The injury isn't long term, but with a Thursday game against the Rams looming next, the Vikings will be cautious about clearing the eighth-year veteran to play. He didn't practice on Wednesday. 

    



    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Series notes
The Lions have won three straight games against the Vikings and four of the past five. This is their fourth three-game winning streak in the 64-year series. The only other time the Lions have won more in a row against the Vikings was five straight from the first matchup in 1961 until the second meeting in 1963. ... The Vikings are 5-3 at home against the Lions since U.S. Bank Stadium opened in 2016. 
Stats and stuff
The Lions, defending their first division title since 1993, have started 4-1 in two straight years for the first time since 1970 and 1971. ... The Lions' 38-point win at Dallas was their largest margin of victory since beating Kansas City by 45 in 2011 and the largest on the road since winning by 40 at Green Bay in 1970. ... Goff and Drew Brees (2018) are the only two players in league history to have a 150-plus passer rating in two straight games with at least 15 attempts. ... Goff is the only player since the 1970 merger to complete at least 80% of his passes and with a passer rating of 140-plus during any three-game stretch with at least 50 attempts. ... WR Jameson Williams is the first Lions player with each of his first six receiving TDs covering 30 yards or longer. ... Joseph is the first Lions player since 1981 with four interceptions in the first five games of a season. ... The Vikings are the only undefeated team in the NFC and 5-0 for the first time since 2016. Their previous 6-0 start was in 2009. ... Kevin O'Connell (25-15) has the highest career winning percentage for a coach in Vikings history. ... In eight career games against the Lions, Vikings WR Justin Jefferson has 62 catches for 1,073 yards and three TDs. ... Vikings QB Sam Darnold has a five-game winning streak that's his longest as a starter in his seven-year career. ... Van Ginkel is the first player in NFL history with at least three sacks multiple interception return TDs in his team's first five games of a season. ... The Vikings have held opponents scoreless in 10 of 20 quarters.
Fantasy tip 

Lions kicker Jake Bates had 17 points against the Cowboys, the highest in a game for the team since Jason Hanson had 19 points against the Vikings on Oct. 17, 1999. The rookie is 9 for 9 on field goals and 16 for 17 on extra points this season. 
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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CHAMPAIGN, Ill. (AP) -- Michigan and Illinois will try to get back on track Saturday in the first ranked-vs-ranked game at Memorial Stadium since 2000.
No. 24 Michigan (4-2, 2-1 Big Ten) had a school-record 27-game Big Ten winning streak snapped Oct. 5 at Washington when it lost 27-17. The Wolverines also had won 11 straight road games.
No. 22 Illinois (5-1, 2-1 Big Ten) led a one-win Purdue team 27-3 in the third quarter last week, fell behind in the final minute of regulation, and rallied for a 50-49 overtime victory.
The Illini are 11-11-1 in ranked-vs-ranked games at home, but haven't won one since beating Ohio State in 1991. They've lost six straight ranked-vs-ranked games against Michigan at home and on the road.
Illini coach Bret Bielema wants his team's fans to bring a raucous atmosphere.
"This place should be rocking and going crazy with two ranked teams going at it," he said. "When we go to Michigan, we have to prepare for the crowd noise there. I really want someone to prepare for the crowd noise here. That's when we've arrived."

    


QB play will be key to success
Illinois' Luke Altmyer, who has emerged as one of the Big Ten's top QBs in his second year as a starter, threw for a career-high 379 yards and three touchdowns and rushed for 60 yards and a TD vs. Purdue.




He's thrown 14 TD passes this season -- one more than last year -- and has more passing yards in Illinois' last three games (779) than Michigan has all season (690).

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"At the end of the day, it's about every guy doing his job," he said.
Receiver Pat Bryant praised Altmyer's leadership of the Illinois offense during a tense second half against Purdue.
"I had a sad face because we weren't playing good football, but I never saw Luke's expression change," Bryant said. "He kept telling us to keep our composure. He had faith in us."
The Wolverines have turned to their third starting quarterback this season, seventh-year player Jack Tuttle. He was at Utah as a freshman in 2018, didn't play there, and was used sparingly in four years at Indiana before joining the Wolverines in 2023.

    


"Our guys call him Uncle Jack," Moore said. "We're excited to watch this offense grow with him at the helm."
There's nowhere to go but up for the Michigan offense. The Wolverines are averaging 8.52 yards per pass completion, which ranks 133rd and last in the nation. They're also 130th in passing offense, 119th in total offense fand 102nd in scoring (23.5 points per game.)
Tuttle replaced Alex Orji vs. Washington and was 10 of 18 for 98 yards and a TD. He also had a fumble and interception.
Michigan's dominance over Big Ten
Michigan is 44-5 in its last 49 games including 31-2 against Big Ten schools since the start of the 2021 season. The Wolverines were 15-0 last season en route to the national championship.
Another sellout at Memorial Stadium
The game Saturday will be played in front of sellout crowd of 60,670. It's the second sellout of the season for Illinois. The first was Sept. 7 against then-No. 19 Kansas. This is only the second time since 2009 that Illinois has sold out two games in a season.
The green zone
The Illini don't let scoring opportunities slip away when they reach the red zone. They're tied for ninth in the nation with a 96% success rate (24 for 25 with 17 TDs).

    


Michigan's run defense
Michigan has the best run defense in the Big Ten. The Wolverines allow just 76 rushing yards per game. Illinois offensive line coach Bart Miller calls Michigan's defensive front "one of the best, if not the best in the country." But Michigan allows 259 passing yards per game, third-worst in the conference.
___
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            FILE - Texas Tech running back Tahj Brooks (28) rushes for a first down during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Kansas, Nov. 11, 2023, in Lawrence, Kan. (AP Photo/Colin E Braley, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Baylor quarterback Sawyer Robertson (13) looks to pass over Iowa State defensive end Tyler Onyedim (11) during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Ames, Iowa. Iowa State won 43-21. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Texas Tech is on a roll after a rough start and now welcomes Baylor for a Big 12 clash

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            FILE - Texas Tech running back Tahj Brooks (28) rushes for a first down during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Kansas, Nov. 11, 2023, in Lawrence, Kan. (AP Photo/Colin E Braley, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    FILE - Texas Tech running back Tahj Brooks (28) rushes for a first down during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Kansas, Nov. 11, 2023, in Lawrence, Kan. (AP Photo/Colin E Braley, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Baylor quarterback Sawyer Robertson (13) looks to pass over Iowa State defensive end Tyler Onyedim (11) during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Ames, Iowa. Iowa State won 43-21. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    Baylor quarterback Sawyer Robertson (13) looks to pass over Iowa State defensive end Tyler Onyedim (11) during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Ames, Iowa. Iowa State won 43-21. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Baylor (2-4, 0-3 Big 12) at Texas Tech (5-1, 3-0), Saturday, 4 p.m. ET (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Texas Tech by 6 1/2.
Series record: Baylor leads 41-40-1.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Texas Tech looks to continue an impressive bounce-back from a rough two-game stretch to start the season. The Red Raiders have a six-game home winning streak that's their longest since a school-record, 12-game run from 2007-09. Baylor is on an eight-game Big 12 losing streak just three years after winning the conference. Both teams were off last week. Texas Tech won 28-22 at Arizona in its previous game while the Bears lost 43-21 at Iowa State after leading 14-3 in the second quarter. 
KEY MATCHUP
Texas Tech RB Tahj Brooks vs. Baylor run defense. Brooks ranks third nationally at 135.8 yards rushing per game. The Bears are 13th in the Big 12 in run defense, allowing 162 yards per game.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Baylor: QB Sawyer Robertson is set to play in his hometown for the first time. He was the 2020 Texas high school player of the year at Lubbock Coronado. Robertson was the backup to Toledo transfer Dequan Finn before Finn got hurt against Utah. He has averaged 245 yards passing per game with eight touchdowns and three interceptions in four starts.




Texas Tech: WR Caleb Douglas is coming off his first career 100-yard game. He had five catches for 116 yards against Arizona. His 57-yard catch late in the first half set up Gino Garcia's field goal on the final play before the break. A 32-yarder late in the fourth quarter led another field goal, which put Texas Tech up for good at 21-19.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
Baylor's four losses are to teams with a combined 20-4 record. ... Each of Texas Tech's last seven victories have been one-score games. The Red Raiders are 11-3 under coach Joey McGuire in one-score games. ... McGuire spent five seasons as an assistant at Baylor, his first college job after a long career as a high school in Texas. ... McGuire reached 20 wins in 32 games, the fastest for Texas Tech since Steve Sloan started 23-9 from 1975-77. ... Baylor WR Josh Cameron has four touchdowns and leads the team with 18 catches for 277 yards. ... The Red Raiders have 68 points off turnovers, already their most in a season since 2017. 
___
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            FILE - Army Black Knights's Bryson Daily runs against the Navy Midshipmen during the first quarter of an NCAA football game at Gillette Stadium Saturday, Dec. 9, 2023, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Winslow Townson, File)
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            FILE - The Navy Midshipmen and the Army Black Knights line up for the snap at the line of scrimmage during the first quarter of an NCAA football game at Gillette Stadium Saturday, Dec. 9, 2023, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Winslow Townson, File)
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East Carolina (3-3, 1-1 AAC) at No. 23 Army (6-0, 5-0), Saturday, noon ET (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Army by 15 1/2.
Series record: East Carolina leads 8-0.
What's at stake?
Army, ranked for the first time since September 2020, puts its nation-leading 10-game winning streak on the line. The undefeated Black Knights have won their first five American Athletic Conference games in their inaugural season in the league. An Army win would increase its chances to reach the AAC championship with two conference games left against North Texas (Nov. 9) and UTSA (Nov. 30). East Carolina has lost three of four since a 2-0 start and is coming off 55-24 loss at in-state foe Charlotte before entering an open date.
Key matchup
Army's top-ranked rushing attack has yet to be slowed down. Quarterback Bryson Daily has operated the Black Knights' under-center option to near perfection. leading them to an average of 369.8 rushing yards per game. Can East Carolina contain Daily, who has scored nine rushing touchdowns in his last three games? East Carolina's No. 76-ranked run defense has allowed 148.5 per game and nine rushing touchdowns, and coming off an outing in which it allowed 311 yards rushing.

    


Players to watch
ECU: RB Rahjai Harris. The graduate senior leads the team with 397 yards on 100 carries, while no other player has more than 40 rushing attempts. Harris has three touchdowns this year.




Army: RB Kanye Udoh has come on strong in his last three games, running for 362 yards and four touchdowns. With defenses having to focus on Daily, Udoh is poised for his third 100-yard rushing game of the season.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
Army is the nation's only team to score a touchdown on its opening drive in every game this season. ... The Black Knights and Indiana are the nation's two FBS teams yet to trail in a game. ... Army has defeated its first five AAC opponents by an average of 26.8 points. ... ECU has won all eight meetings in the series history, though the teams haven't met in 20 years. ECU won the first meeting at Army in November 1995, then took a 38-28 win at home in October 2004 in the most recent meeting. ... The Pirates have lost 13 of 18 games going back to the start of the 2023 season, including going 2-8 against AAC competition.
___
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            Georgia quarterback Carson Beck (15) throws the ball during an NCAA college football game against Mississippi State, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Athens, Ga. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)
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            Texas quarterback Quinn Ewers (3) throws a pass under pressure from Oklahoma defensive lineman R Mason Thomas (32) in the first half of an NCAA college football game in Dallas, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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No. 5 Georgia (5-1, 3-1 SEC) at No. 1 Texas (6-0, 2-0), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (ABC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Texas by 3 1/2
Series record: Texas leads 4-1
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The first matchup of top-five teams in Austin since then-No. 2 Texas hosted No. 1 Ohio State in 2006. Georgia needs a win to keep pace with the Longhorns atop the SEC. A second loss would leave the Bulldogs in the danger zone of slipping out of the conference championship, and would mount new pressure on making the expanded College Football Playoff.
KEY MATCHUP
Texas secondary vs. Georgia QB Carson Beck. The Bulldogs' senior is by far the best quarterback the Longhorns have faced the season. Texas smothered freshman starters at Mississippi State and Oklahoma the previous two games. Beck is a preseason All-American, is 18-2 as a starter and 6-2 against top 20 opponents.
PLAYERS TO WATCH
Georgia: RB Trevor Etienne, already the starter, may have a larger share of the carries. Branson Robinson will be held out after spraining his right knee in last week's win over Mississippi State. Etienne, a Florida transfer, leads Georgia with 335 yards rushing and four touchdowns but he had only 11 carries for 35 yards last week. 

    


Texas: Quarterback Quinn Ewers returned from an oblique injury last week and beat Oklahoma, but even he said he has to play better than he did. Texas will likely need him in top form in a potential shootout with Beck. 




FACTS & FIGURES
Texas is No. 1 in total defense and scoring defense. The Longhorns have allowed just three touchdowns all season and give up an average of 6.33 points per game ... Texas opponents have forced four turnovers inside Texas territory. The Longhorns have allowed no points after those turnovers.... The Bulldogs have the longest active streak of being ranked in the AP top 10 at 57 consecutive polls ... It is the first regular-season meeting between the Longhorns and Bulldogs since 1958. Texas won 13-8 that day despite a big fourth quarter from scrambling Georgia backup quarterback Fran Tarkenton, a future Pro Football Hall of Famer ... Georgia's senior class is 47-3 with their only losses against Alabama.
___
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            Stanford running back Chris Davis Jr., left, reaches for extra yards as Notre Dame defensive back Benjamin Morrison, right, tackles him during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina)
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            Georgia Tech quarterback Haynes King (10) throws a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against North Carolina, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Chapel Hill, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Seward)
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            Georgia Tech quarterback Zach Pyron (5) celebrates in the end zone after a rushing touchdown in the first quarter of a football game against the Duke, during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)
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            Notre Dame quarterback Steve Angeli (18) runs the ball as Stanford safety Mitch Leigber (32) pursues during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina)
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            Notre Dame head coach Marcus Freeman, right, shouts toward a referee during an NCAA college football game against Stanford, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        No. 12 Notre Dame defense adjusts to loss of CB Morrison against Georgia Tech's uncertain QB starter

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            Stanford running back Chris Davis Jr., left, reaches for extra yards as Notre Dame defensive back Benjamin Morrison, right, tackles him during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 5

                                    
                                    Stanford running back Chris Davis Jr., left, reaches for extra yards as Notre Dame defensive back Benjamin Morrison, right, tackles him during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 5 | 
            Georgia Tech quarterback Haynes King (10) throws a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against North Carolina, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Chapel Hill, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Seward)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 5

                                    
                                    Georgia Tech quarterback Haynes King (10) throws a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against North Carolina, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Chapel Hill, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Seward)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            Georgia Tech quarterback Zach Pyron (5) celebrates in the end zone after a rushing touchdown in the first quarter of a football game against the Duke, during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 5

                                    
                                    Georgia Tech quarterback Zach Pyron (5) celebrates in the end zone after a rushing touchdown in the first quarter of a football game against the Duke, during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            Notre Dame quarterback Steve Angeli (18) runs the ball as Stanford safety Mitch Leigber (32) pursues during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 5

                                    
                                    Notre Dame quarterback Steve Angeli (18) runs the ball as Stanford safety Mitch Leigber (32) pursues during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 5 | 
            Notre Dame head coach Marcus Freeman, right, shouts toward a referee during an NCAA college football game against Stanford, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 5

                                    
                                    Notre Dame head coach Marcus Freeman, right, shouts toward a referee during an NCAA college football game against Stanford, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            CHARLES ODUM

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


ATLANTA (AP) -- Cornerback Benjamin Morrison's season-ending hip injury is a serious loss for No. 12 Notre Dame's already depleted defense as the Fighting Irish prepare to face Georgia Tech on Saturday.
The Yellow Jackets' ability to take advantage of Notre Dame's young fill-in cornerbacks could be impacted by the uncertain status of quarterback Haynes King.
Georgia Tech coach Brent Key says King, who left last week's 41-34 win at North Carolina with an apparent right arm or shoulder injury, will be a game-time decision against Notre Dame. Backup Zach Pyron would be the probable fill-in for King.
Notre Dame (5-1) will bring a four-game winning streak into the game against Georgia Tech (5-2) at Mercedes-Benz Stadium, home of the NFL's Atlanta Falcons.
Notre Dame coach Marcus Freeman announced Monday that Morrison required surgery following his hip injury in last week's 49-7 win over Stanford. It is another test of the defense's depth.

    


Morrison, a second-team preseason Associated Press All-America selection, had nine career interceptions. He is regarded as a possible first-round draft pick.
"Obviously it's a blow to our team," Freeman said.




The Fighting Irish already lost defensive linemen Jordan Botelho and Boubacar Traore to season-ending injuries. Cornerback Jaden Mickey announced after four games he was redshirting before he transfers.
Freshmen Leonard Moore and Karson Hobbs could move up at cornerback. Freeman said nickel back Jordan Clark also could help at the position.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"So we're obviously thin with some injuries, but I'm very confident in the room here," Freeman said of his cornerbacks.
Dual-threat QB
King's dual-threat talents have been crucial to Georgia Tech's offense. The Yellow Jackets lead the Atlantic Coast Conference with 204.4 rushing yards per game, including 371 yards against North Carolina. Jamal Haynes ran for a career-best 170 yards, including a 68-yard touchdown with 18 seconds remaining.

    


King ran for 107 yards and two touchdowns and threw for 127 yards last week. He has passed for 1,568 yards this season and has completed 71.2% of his passes to lead the ACC.
Preparing for Pyron
Pyron has played in every game this season and has rushed for 60 yards and four touchdowns. He has thrown only seven passes while usually entering the game to run the ball. Pyron had success as a passer in two starts as a freshman in 2022.
"I have respect for both quarterbacks," Notre Dame defensive coordinator Al Golden said. "Either one can run the offense."
Pro venues for Irish
Notre Dame will play in NFL venues in back-to-back games. On Nov. 26, the Fighting Irish will play Navy at Metlife Stadium, home of the New York Giants and New York Jets. They also will play in a Major League Baseball stadium when they play Army on Nov. 23 at Yankee Stadium in New York.
Straight talk from Key
A win over Notre Dame would be important for Key's efforts to build an ACC contender.
"I'm not going to sit here and say it's not a big game," Key said. "I'm not going to give you coach speak and say that it's just the next game on the schedule and all games are big games. I mean, this is a really big game. This is a really big opportunity for this program."

    


In the last game between the teams, Notre Dame embarrassed Georgia Tech 55-0 late in the 2021 season when the Yellow Jackets' coach was Geoff Collins, now North Carolina's defensive coordinator.
Counting the injuries
Key said King is not the only player whose status is uncertain because of injury.
"We've got a lot of guys who are banged up right now," Key said. "That's what this time of year is. ... We will make a decision at game time whether they will go or not."
Key found a way to joke about the injury woes.
Said Key: "I think we have five tight ends on the roster, and seven of them are hurt right now."
___
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            Georgia head coach Kirby Smart is restrained by another coach as he yells to his players on the field in the second half of an NCAA college football game against Auburn Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Athens, Ga. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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            Texas head football coach Steve Sarkisian, center in white, pumps his fist after a missed Oklahoma field goal attempt in the first half of an NCAA college football game in Dallas, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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            Texas quarterback Quinn Ewers (3) throws from the pocket as Oklahoma linebacker Dasan McCullough (1) rushes in the first half of an NCAA college football game in Dallas, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeffrey McWhorter)
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            Texas wide receiver Silas Bolden (11) and others celebrate after recovering a teammates fumble in the end zone for a touchdown against Oklahoma in the first half of an NCAA college football game in Dallas, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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            Georgia running back Trevor Etienne (1) is forced out of bounds by Auburn's Keyron Crawford (24) short of the end zone after making a catch in the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Athens, Ga. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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            Texas defensive back Jahdae Barron (7) wears the Golden Hat Trophy as he celebrates the team's win against Oklahoma with fans after an NCAA college football game in Dallas, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeffrey McWhorter)
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            Mississippi State wide receiver Mario Craver (7) is tackled by Georgia linebacker Chaz Chambliss (32) and defensive back Dan Jackson (17) during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Athens, Ga. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)
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AUSTIN, Texas (AP) -- Texas is undefeated midway through its debut in the Southeastern Conference, with the nation's top defense, a pretty good offense and the No. 1 ranking that Georgia had at the start of this season.
"The most complete team that we've seen or faced this year, and probably in multiple years when you look at what they're doing," Bulldogs coach Kirby Smart said of the SEC newcomer.
Fifth-ranked Georgia (5-1, 3-1 SEC), whose only three losses over the past four seasons have all been to Alabama, plays in Austin for the first time since 1958 on Saturday night. The top-five matchup with SEC and playoff implications pits former Nick Saban coordinators who now are two of the nation's highest-paid head coaches -- Smart, with 99 wins in nine seasons at Georgia, is paid the most at nearly $13.3 million annually, and fourth-year Texas coach Steve Sarkisian third at $10.6 million, according to a USA Today salary database released this week.

    


This will be the biggest challenge yet in their new league for the Longhorns (6-0 2-0), who in Week 2 won 31-12 at reigning national champion Michigan. Georgia won back-to-back titles before that.




"We respect them. We don't fear them," Texas defensive back Jahdae Barron said of Georgia.
"They have somewhat been the standard of college football for the last six or seven years. The moment won't be too big for them," Sarkisian said. "When we started conference play, the first thing I talked about was 'this is an SEC championship game,' every week we play. ... Any blemish on your record could knock you out of that championship game. We think of every game that way, whether it's Mississippi State, Oklahoma or now Georgia."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The Longhorns lead the nation allowing only 229.7 total yards and 6.3 points per game -- only three TDs have been scored against them. On offense, Texas is seventh with 495.7 total yards and 43.2 points a game and got Ewers back last week from an abdomen injury after touted freshman Arch Manning won both games he started.

    


"It's another great SEC opponent. They have a very explosive offense," Bulldogs senior defensive back Dan Jackson said. "Great skill players, great running back, great quarterback, but thankfully so do we and we see that every week in practice."
Ewers vs. Beck
Ewers threw a touchdown and ran for another one in his first game since Sept. 14, but admitted he wasn't at his best in a 34-3 victory over Red River rival Oklahoma at the State Fair of Texas last Saturday. Georgia's Carson Beck was the AP preseason All-American. He is 18-2 as a starter and 6-2 against ranked opponents. Even when he struggled early in Georgia's only loss at Alabama, Beck rallied the Bulldogs to a lead late in the fourth quarter. This game could turn into a shootout between the two QBs.
"They both have the ability, if something goes wrong, to get you out of a bad play and typically avoid catastrophes," Smart said.
Georgia's backfield
Georgia will have to rely more heavily on starting running back Trevor Etienne and freshman backup Nate Frazier after losing Branson Robinson with a sprained right knee in last week's win over Mississippi State. Smart said Robinson sprained his MCL.

    


"He's a huge part of the running back room," said Etienne of Robinson. "You know, just be ready when your name is called and, you know, prepare. Prepare, that's something we harp on during the week."
Texas turnovers
Texas opponents have forced four turnovers inside Longhorns territory only to get shut down from there. The Texas defense has allowed no points from any of those possessions.
"We practice the mentality of sudden change," Sarkisian said. "We take the field as an opportunity to seize momentum."
Bolting Bolden
Senior transfer wide receiver and kick returner Silas Bolden finally had the breakout performance Texas has been waiting for and a boost of confidence could make him a dangerous weapon against Georgia. A 55-yard punt return against Oklahoma showed off the former Oregon State player's shifty speed. And his pounce on a fumble in the endzone for a touchdown came after he raced from well behind the play to be in position to jump on the loose ball. Sarkisian called it the sort of "culture play" that can impact an entire season.

    


___
AP Sports Writer Charles Odum and Jim Vertuno contributed to this report.
___
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            FILE - Army quarterback Bryson Daily (13) looks to pass during an NCAA football game against Rice on Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, in West Point, N.Y. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger, File)
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WEST POINT, N.Y. (AP) -- Noah Short always noticed the national rankings next to teams when he was watching college football as a kid.
That was the case for Army in September 2020, when Short was being recruited by the Black Knights. Four years later, the junior slotback has played a contributing role in helping lead No. 23 Army's return to the rankings this week.
In having raced to the top of the standings in their inaugural American Athletic Conference season, the Black Knights (6-0, 5-0) are preparing to host conference rival East Carolina (3-3, 1-1) on Saturday in what will be their first home game at Michie Stadium as a ranked team since 1960.
"Everyone was excited," Short said of the team's reaction when the rankings were released. "It's definitely a privilege and something this program hasn't done in a couple of years. The biggest thing is excitement. We can use it as motivation to continue to get better."

    


What also stands out, Short said, is how Army's best start to a season since 1996 and a 10-game winning streak dating to last year haven't been topics of discussion among coaches, who continue stressing fundamentals and techniques.




"Everybody is super hungry in getting after it and I really love that right now about the program," said Short, who has seven catches for 201 yards and three touchdowns. "Nobody's getting complacent or sitting around. You have to take it a game at a time but there's still a lot that this team can do this season."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Coach Jeff Monken said there's a sense of gratification that comes from the rankings, but stressed the Black Knights are playing for something bigger than themselves.
"It's a source of pride for our academy, the United States Army, for our fans and our players and their families," Monken said. "I'm proud of the guys for what they have done to this point."
East Carolina is the first to take aim at Army's ranking. The Pirates have lost three of four since a 2-0 start, most recently a 55-24 loss at in-state foe Charlotte on Oct. 5 before having an open week. The loss dropped the Pirates to 5-13 dating to the start of the 2023 season.

    


"None of us were happy with our performance," coach Mike Houston said of the loss. "I mean Pirate Nation, me, the players, none of us. ... We tried to do a great job this extra bye week correcting things, addressing things, and I think that the team is in a good spot."
Daily Double
Army senior quarterback Bryson Daily earned the Walter Camp national and AAC offensive player of the week honors for a second straight week after a four-touchdown game in a 44-10 win over UAB. Daily leads all FBS quarterbacks in rushing yards (738) and rushing touchdowns (14).
Robinson return?
Army's No. 1 rushing offense could get even stronger with running back Tyrell Robinson in line to make his season debut. The fifth-year senior, who is coming back from a second serious knee injury, has rushed for 1,541 yards and averaged 7.4 yards per carry in his career.
"He's a really talented player," offensive coordinator Cody Worley said. "For him to come back and contribute to this unit is really exciting, not only for us but for him to get back into the mix because of the type of kid he is, the type of teammate he is, and I think he deserves it."

    


Testing the run defense
East Carolina is roughly in the middle of the pack (76th) among FBS schools in allowing 148.5 yards rushing per game. That unit faces the test of Army having the nation's most productive ground game at 369.8 yards per outing.
"They take advantage of the opponent's mistakes," Houston said. "You get out of position ... and they give that quarterback a crease or you give the fullback a crease or you don't support the perimeter on short, that's when they have the big plays that really (hurt) you."
Series history
East Carolina has won all eight meetings in the series history, though the teams haven't met in 20 years. ECU won the first meeting at Army in November 1995, then took a 38-28 win at home in October 2004 in the most recent meeting.
___
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No. 21 SMU (5-1, 2-0 Atlantic Coast Conference) at Stanford (2-4, 1-2), Saturday, 8 p.m. ET (ACC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: SMU by 14 1/2.
Series record: Stanford leads 1-0.
What's at stake?
This is the first conference meeting between the ACC newcomers. The Mustangs are off to a strong start and are trying to maintain their perfect conference record. The Cardinal have lost three straight games by a combined total of 92 points and seek their first home win in the ACC.
Key matchup
SMU QB Kevin Jennings vs. Stanford D. Jennings had a career high 394 yards of offense in his last game with 281 yards passing and 113 yards rushing, including a 59-yard TD run. He was the first Mustangs player with at least 200 yards passing and 100 yards rushing in a game since Matt Davis did it at Tulsa in 2014. The Cardinal rank 118th in the country allowing 266.7 yards passing per game.

    


Players to watch
SMU: RB Brashard Smith. The transfer from Miami has been one of the top backs in the conference so far this season. He ranks seventh in the nation in total touchdowns (8), ninth nationally in all-purpose yards (151.2 per game), ninth in rushing yards per carry (7.3).




Stanford: DB Jshawn Frausto-Ramos. There wasn't much positive from last week's blowout loss at Notre Dame but Frausto-Ramos had seven tackles, a forced fumble and a fumble recovery.
Facts & figures
Stanford won the only previous meeting between the schools 7-0 in the 1936 Rose Bowl. ... SMU has won seven straight road games for the second-longest active streak in the country. ... The Mustangs are 21-1 under coach Rhett Lashlee when scoring at least 30 points. ... SMU has allowed no sacks in four of six games. ... The Mustangs have forced at least one turnover in the last five games and in 15 of the past 16 contests dating to 2023. ... The Cardinal have lost 10 straight home games against FBS opponents and 16 of 17. ... Stanford is 0-8 against ranked teams in two seasons under coach Troy Taylor and has lost 15 straight overall against ranked teams since beating No. 3 Oregon 31-24 on Oct. 2, 2021.
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Southern California (3-3, 1-3 Big Ten) at Maryland (3-3, 0-3), Saturday, 4 p.m. ET (Fox Sports 1)
BetMGM College Football Odds: USC by 7 1/2.
Series record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The Trojans' first season in the Big Ten has come to be defined by close defeats, including last week's 33-30 overtime setback at home against Penn State. Southern Cal's losses to Michigan, Minnesota and Penn State have come by a combined 13 points, and the Trojans led in all three in the fourth quarter. They will look to win their first Big Ten road game against the Terrapins, whose path to a fourth consecutive postseason appearance has narrowed after back-to-back losses to Indiana and Northwestern. Maryland had four turnovers in its 37-10 loss to the Wildcats on Friday.
KEY MATCHUP
USC QB Miller Moss has had some good moments this season, notably a 378-yard showing against LSU in the opener, but he's also thrown at least one interception in four consecutive games. Maryland's secondary is equally a mixed bag. The Terps have picked off eight passes --- second most in the Big Ten --- but are also ranked 108th in passing defense at 258.3 yards allowed per game. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
USC: RB Woody Marks ranks sixth in the Big Ten with 579 rushing yards, and has rushed for 100 yards in four of his last five games, including a 111-yard afternoon against Penn State last week. He'll contend with a Maryland rush defense giving up only 106.3 yards a game on the ground.




Maryland: WR Tai Felton leads the Big Ten in catches (55) and receiving yards (719), and he returned from an undisclosed injury last week to haul in nine receptions for 77 yards against Northwestern. However, his longest play in that game went for 13 yards, and the Terps will look to re-establish him as a deep threat.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
USC is playing its third game all-time in the state of Maryland. It lost to Navy in Baltimore in 1950 and defeated Virginia Tech at Landover in 2004. ... Maryland is 0-3 in the Big Ten for the first time since 2015, when it opened with seven losses in a row before winning its finale. ... USC is 1-3 in conference play for the first time since 2001. ... Terps coach Mike Locksley took over play-calling duties from offensive coordinator Josh Gattis last week. 
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Nebraska (5-1, 2-1 Big Ten) at No. 16 Indiana (6-0, 3-0), Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (Fox)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Indiana by 5 1/2.
Series record: Indiana leads 10-9-3.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
It's a surprisingly key midseason Big Ten battle for two teams not projected to be in this position. Nebraska was picked to finish eighth in the expanded 18-team conference. Indiana was picked 17th. Now unbeaten Indiana shares the Big Ten lead with No. 2 Oregon and No. 3 Penn State, and there's even talk of a possible playoff bid. The Cornhuskers sit one game behind the leaders and are one win from becoming eligible to play in their first bowl since 2016. 
KEY MATCHUP
Nebraska's defensive front vs. Indiana's offensive line. The Cornhuskers lead the Big Ten in sacks per game (3.3), rank second in points allowed (11.3) and third in run defense (84.2 yards). But Indiana's offense is dangerous. It leads the conference in scoring (47.5 points) and passing (315.3 yards) while averaging 200.3 yards on the ground. It's a classic matchup of strength vs. strength.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Nebraska: QB Dylan Raiola. The true freshman has changed the trajectory of the program. Raiola has thrown for nine TDs with only three interceptions, but he struggled in the second half against Rutgers in the last game. Raiola's only road game so far was at struggling Purdue, making this his first major road test.




Indiana: QB Kurtis Rourke. The former Mid-American Conference star has made quite an impression in his first Big Ten season. He's won the Big Ten's player of the week award twice, shares the conference lead with 14 TD passes and has a league-best rating of 192.1 while throwing just two interceptions and taking only five sacks. This will be the best defense Indiana has played.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
The Hoosiers are off to their best start since the 1967 Rose Bowl season. That's the only other time they were 7-0. ... Nebraska has won six of the last seven in the series, the only loss coming in Lincoln in 2019. ... Indiana's last home win in the series was a 54-14 blowout in 1945. ... The Hoosiers lead the Big Ten with 23 TD runs this season. Ty Son Lawton has seven scores. Justice Ellison has six. ... Nebraska scored a season-best 40 points in a season-opening win over UTEP. Indiana has topped the 40-point mark in all six games and each victory has come by 14 or more points. 
___
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            North Carolina State quarterback CJ Bailey (16) looks to pass the ball against Syracuse during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Raleigh, N.C., Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Karl B DeBlaker)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


N.C. State (3-4, 0-3 Atlantic Coast Conference) at California (3-3, 0-3), Saturday at 3:30 p.m. ET (ACC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Cal by 10 1/2.
Series record: First meeting.
What's at stake?
Both teams are midway through October and still looking for their first ACC wins, with pressure increasing to win games for bowl eligibility as well. The Wolfpack and Golden Bears are two of the three winless teams in ACC play, along with North Carolina.
Key matchup
N.C. State pass defense vs. Cal TE Jack Endries. The Bears' offense has relied heavily on Endries, who has 11 catches for 197 yards and two TDs the past two games. The Wolfpack have allowed only two TD catches to TEs all season and let just one TE -- Syracuse's Oronde Gadsden -- catch more than three passes in a game.
Players to watch
N.C. State: QB CJ Bailey. The true freshman and mid-year enrollee has been forced into the lineup amid concussion concerns for Coastal Carolina graduate transfer Grayson McCall. Bailey has shown growth in the past two games in particular, throwing for 272 yards and two touchdowns against Wake Forest and then topping that for a new season high with 329 yards and two more scores against Syracuse last week. He also ran for 43 yards against the Orange.

    


Cal: CB Nohl Williams. The senior had his nation-leading sixth INT of the season last week at Pittsburgh, tied for the most in a season for a Cal player since Daymeion Hughes had eight in 2006. Williams has a shot at reaching the school record of nine set by Deltha O'Neal in 1999.




Facts & figures
This is the Wolfpack's first 0-3 start in ACC play since starting 0-4 in 2014. N.C. State had won 34 games overall and gone 23-11 in league play over the previous four seasons. ... N.C. State's defense had been a multiyear strength, but the unit ranks 90th in the Bowl Subdivision ranks in total defense (382.3 yards) and 113th in scoring defense (32.3). ... N.C. State is playing its first game on the West Coast since visiting UCLA in 1960, though the Wolfpack's matchup against the Bruins in the 2021 Holiday Bowl in San Diego was called off due to COVID-19 issues within the UCLA program. ... Cal's three conference losses are by a combined eight points. ... The Bears are tied for the most missed field goals in the country with seven, with Ryan Coe missing two in a five-point loss at Florida State and a potential game-winner from 40 yards last week at Pittsburgh.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nc-state-california-football-preview-capsule-ddff908e13b4a1df5821b29297d52eb2



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



No. 17 Kansas State, West Virginia matchup features two of Big 12's top dual-threat quarterbacks

    No. 17 Kansas State, West Virginia matchup features two of Big 12's top dual-threat quarterbacks

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Kansas State defensive end Brendan Mott is congratulated by fans after an NCAA college football game against Colorado Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Boulder, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            West Virginia quarterback Garrett Greene (6) makes a pass against Iowa State during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Morgantown, W.Va. (AP Photo/William Wotring)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 17 Kansas State (5-1, 2-1 Big 12) at West Virginia (3-3, 2-1), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (Fox)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Kansas State by 3. 
Series record: Kansas State leads 7-6.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Kansas State and West Virginia are trying to keep pace with the crowded top of the Big 12 standings and can't afford many more losses to stay in the hunt for a spot in the conference championship game. The Wildcats are coming off a close win over Colorado and can earn their best start in 10 years with a victory over the Mountaineers. West Virginia is hoping to avoid its third loss at home this season. The game features two of the league's top dual-threat quarterbacks.
KEY MATCHUP
West Virginia's defense vs. Kansas State QB Avery Johnson. After surrendering a late interception on a tipped pass that allowed Colorado to take the lead, Johnson threw a 50-yard touchdown toss with 2:14 remaining and the Wildcats won 31-28. The sophomore had two TD passes and a rushing touchdown. He was sacked four times and held to minus-15 yards on the ground after averaging 64 yards rushing over his first five games. West Virginia has given up a league-worst 12 TD passes and 9.1 yards per completion.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Kansas State: RB DJ Giddens has two straight games of at least 182 yards rushing. He's fourth in the nation with 786 yards and is averaging 7.3 yards per carry. West Virginia has allowed a pair of 100-yard rushing performances this season.




West Virginia: QB Garrett Greene threw two interceptions last week that No. 9 Iowa State turned into touchdown drives, a key in the Mountaineers' 12-point loss. Greene is the top rushing quarterback in the Big 12 with 382 yards. He'll face a defense that is the best against the run but allows 268 passing yards per game, the second worst in the league.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
Kansas State averages 241 yards rushing per game. West Virginia averages nearly 211 but was held to 148 last week. .... West Virginia has lost eight consecutive times to ranked opponents. ... Kansas State DE Brendan Mott leads the Big 12 with six sacks and is tied for second with 7.5 tackles for loss. He had two sacks against Colorado while Kansas State held the Buffaloes to minus-29 yards rushing. ... West Virginia running backs Jahiem White and CJ Donaldson have combined for 784 yards on the ground. ... West Virginia LB Josiah Trotter was named the league's top first-year freshman at the season's midpoint.
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 7 Alabama (5-1, 2-1 Southeastern Conference) at No. 8 Tennessee (5-1, 2-1), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ABC).
BetMGM College Football Odds: Alabama by 3.
Series record: Alabama leads, 60-39-7.
What's at stake?
The College Football Playoff future for both programs is on the line with Alabama and Tennessee each having a loss already this season and the teams in a four-way tie for fifth in the mighty SEC. The Crimson Tide lost their last game at Neyland Stadium in 2022. Tennessee dropped in the Top 25 rankings after an overtime win over Florida and has an open date looming. 
Key matchup
Vols QB Nico Iamaleava was sacked three times by Florida with Tennessee tackles Lance Heard and John Campbell Jr., struggling to protect in consecutive games. They also were flagged for a couple holding penalties. Alabama had four sacks in a win against South Carolina. Protecting Iamaleava is a priority for Tennessee as the Vols try to get the offense humming like it did earlier this season. 

    


Players to watch
Alabama: QB Jalen Milroe has been intercepted three times in the past two games after emerging from the Georgia win widely regarded as the Heisman Trophy front-runner. Vandy contained him in the run, and Alabama struggled against South Carolina's pass rush. But when he's clicking both running and passing, Milroe is one of college football's most dangerous quarterbacks.




Tennessee: When the Vols' offense functions at a high level, RB Dylan Sampson is picking up tough yards between the tackles. Since last year's Citrus Bowl win over Iowa, Sampson has rushed for over 100 yards in six of his seven games. He already has 15 rushing TDs this season, the most by an SEC player through the first six games of a season since 1992.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Facts & figures
The game has been called the Third Saturday in October since 1939 in a rivalry where this will be just the 22nd game with both teams ranked in the top 20. ... Tennessee is looking for back-to-back home wins over Alabama since 2006. ... This will be Tennessee's first game without its top defensive player. LB Keenan Pili tore an ACL last week. ... In each of its last two games, Tennessee trailed 3-0 at halftime. ... Alabama coach Kalen DeBoer is 13-2 across 15 career matchups with teams ranked in the AP Top 25. ... Alabama WR Ryan Williams has just seven catches for 114 yards the past two games despite being targeted 13 times by Milroe. ... Tennessee's defense is ranked in the top 10 in 12 major categories nationally. 
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Houston (2-4, 1-2 Big 12) at Kansas (1-5, 0-3), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ESPN+)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Kansas by 6 1/2.
Series record: Kansas leads 4-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Houston and Kansas are both desperate for wins just to remain in the bowl conversation. The Cougars had been blanked by Cincinnati and Iowa State in consecutive weeks but are coming off a confidence-building win at TCU. The Jayhawks still have not beaten a Football Bowl Subdivision school after their opening win over Lindenwood. Their five losses are by 28 total points.
KEY MATCHUP
Kansas QB Jalon Daniels against the Houston pass defense. Daniels can be an electrifying gamebreaker or a turnover-prone problem depending on the day. He has thrown for 1,065 yards and seven TDs while running for three more scores, but he also has thrown seven interceptions.
PLAYERS TO WATCH
Houston: QB Zeon Chriss was nearly perfect in a win over TCU, going 15 of 18 for 141 yards with a TD pass and running 11 times for 97 yards and another score.

    


Kansas: RB Devin Neal remains the Jayhawks' most consistent threat on offense, running for 71 yards and a TD in a loss to Arizona State two weeks ago. Neal and the Jayhawks had last week off to rest up for the Cougars.




FACTS & FIGURES
The game will be played at Arrowhead Stadium, the home of the Kansas City Chiefs, while the Jayhawks rebuild their on-campus home. ... Houston ran for 207 yards in its win over TCU, its most since joining the league a season ago. ... The Cougars held the Horned Frogs to 299 yards total offense. ... Houston's win over TCU snapped a five-game losing streak in Big 12 play. ... Houston WR Joseph Manjack IV has caught a pass in 21 consecutive games. ... Neal needs 128 yards rushing to pass Tony Sands (3,788) for second on the school career list. Neal needs four TD runs to break June Henley's school record of 41. ... Jayhawks WR Quentin Skinner had career-highs of six catches for 130 yards and two TDs against Arizona State. ... The Jayhawks have won their last two games on Homecoming, beating Oklahoma two years ago and Iowa State last season. 
___
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            Duke running back Star Thomas (17) runs through defenders in the second quarter of a football game against the Georgia Tech, during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Florida State (1-5, 1-4 Atlantic Coast Conference) at Duke (5-1, 1-1), Friday at 7 p.m. ET (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Duke by 3.
Series record: FSU leads 22-0.
What's at stake?
Duke is coming out of an open date following its first loss of the Manny Diaz era and is a win away from bowl eligibility by mid-October. The Blue Devils are also chasing their first-ever win against the Seminoles, the reigning ACC champion who opened the year as title favorite but came close to entering this game winless. FSU is also coming out of an open week.
Key matchup
FSU's run defense against Duke's ground game. The Seminoles rank last in the 17-team ACC and 109th in the Bowl Subdivision ranks against the run by allowing 182.3 yards per game, as well as 4.41 yards per attempt. Duke is 15th in rushing offense (112.8) but has gotten some big production from graduate transfer Star Thomas, who has three 100-yard outings that include 166 yards in the comeback win against rival North Carolina.

    


Players to watch
FSU: DB Shyheim Brown. He blocked a 38-yard field goal against California and a 27-yarder against SMU, putting him as one of five players in FBS with two blocked kicks this season. He also blocked the potential tying PAT to end FSU's win against LSU in 2022.




Duke: WR Jordan Moore. He has 30 grabs for 443 yards and three touchdowns as the Blue Devils' top threat for Maalik Murphy.
Facts & figures
This is the first meeting between the teams in Durham since FSU's 17-10 win in 2017. That is the only game decided by a single-digit margin in the history of the series. ... FSU won last year's meeting 38-20 at home. ... FSU's lone win came against California (14-9) on Sept. 21. ... The Seminoles have scored 20 points just once all year, coming in the season-opening 24-21 loss to Georgia Tech in Ireland. ... FSU coach Mike Norvell is 9-3 coming out of an open week in his head-coaching career. ... Duke is 11-1 in its last 12 home games, with the only loss coming against Notre Dame. ... This is the first time Duke has opened 5-1 in consecutive seasons since 2014-15. The last time before that was 1952-53.
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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No. 9 Cyclones, 6-0 for the first time since 1938, look to ride momentum when struggling UCF visits
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            Iowa State quarterback Rocco Becht (3) reacts after defeating West Virginia during an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Morgantown, W.Va. (AP Photo/William Wotring)
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            Central Florida head coach Gus Malzahn, right, reacts after a series as quarterback Jacurri Brown (11) comes off of the field against Cincinnati during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


UCF (3-3, 1-2 Big 12) at No. 9 Iowa State (6-0, 3-0), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (FS1)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Iowa State by 13 1/2.
Series record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Iowa State is in a three-way tie for first in the Big 12, has its first top-10 ranking since 2021 and is unbeaten through six games for the first time since 1938. UCF is spiraling after a 3-0 start. The Knights have quarterback issues, seven turnovers during its three-game losing streak and an offense that's scored just two touchdowns in eight quarters. While Iowa State is aiming for its first-ever outright conference championship, UCF will struggle to get to a bowl with the toughest part of its schedule beginning in Ames.
KEY MATCHUP
Iowa State's passing game vs. UCF's pass defense. The Cyclones have been able to depend on QB Rocco Becht's consistency and the Big 12's best receiving tandem in Jaylin Noel and Jayden Higgins. Becht is averaging 9.1 yards per attempt and has been intercepted once in the last three games. UCF is allowing 311 yards passing in conference games, and opposing quarterbacks have completed 68.9% of their attempts.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Iowa State: CB Jontez Williams is on a roll in his first season as a starter and getting better by the week. He has interceptions in three straight games, the first ISU player to do that since 2018 and first to do it in conference play since 2005.




UCF: Whoever starts at QB. Freshman EJ Colson, at 17 years and 10 months, last week became the youngest player to start an FBS game this season when he took over for Arkansas transfer KJ Jefferson against Cincinnati. Miami transfer Jacurri Brown took most of the snaps against the Bearcats, though. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
The Cyclones are 3-0 in Big 12 play for the first time since 2020 and the third time overall. Iowa State's 39 Big 12 wins are tied with Oklahoma State for the most since 2017 by current league members. ... UCF's Kobe Hudson has caught a pass in 29 consecutive games and has three 100-yard receiving games. ... ISU's 26 interceptions since 2023 are tied for the second-most in the FBS. ... The UCF defense's six interceptions are their most through six games since 2021.
___
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            FILE - Iga Swiatek, of Poland, returns to Jessica Pegula, of the United States, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)
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            Wim Fissette, left, talks with Naomi Osaka of Japan, not seen, during a training session ahead of the Brisbane International tennis tournament in Brisbane, Australia, Wednesday, Dec. 27, 2023. (AP Photo/Tertius Pickard, File)
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                                        Iga Swiatek is hiring Wim Fissette to be her new coach, announcing via social media on Thursday that she is bringing aboard someone who has worked with a long list of top players that includes Naomi Osaka, Kim Clijsters and Victoria Azarenka.
"I'm excited and motivated to start a new chapter," posted the No. 1-ranked Swiatek, who parted ways with Tomasz Wiktorowski two weeks ago after three years together.
Swiatek hasn't competed since Sept. 4, when she lost in the U.S. Open quarterfinals to eventual runner-up Jessica Pegula. Since then, Swiatek withdrew from the China Open and Korea Open.
Next up for Swiatek is the season-ending WTA Finals, which will be held in November in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
"As you know, I'm preparing for the WTA Finals but my perspective is, as always, long-term, not short-term. I said many times that my career is a marathon for me, not a sprint, and I'm working, operating and making decisions with this approach," Swiatek wrote on Thursday. "I want to say that I'm very excited and looking forward to working with Wim. He seems to have a great attitude, vision and huge experience at a very top level of tennis. It's always crucial to try and get to know each other better but we're off to a good start and I can't wait to compete soon."

    


Swiatek is 54-7 this season with five titles and about $7.5 million in prize money. She won the French Open in June for her third consecutive title in Paris and fourth in the past five years, raising her career haul to five Grand Slam trophies. Four of those came with Wiktorowski as her coach.




The 23-year-old from Poland also picked up a bronze medal at the Paris Olympics in August.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
She will be trying to hold off Sabalenka for the year-end No. 1 ranking.

Fissette, who is Belgian and Swiatek's first non-Polish coach, had worked with Osaka most recently, and helped her win two of her four Grand Slam titles. He also was with Clijsters and Angelique Kerber for major championships. Other No. 1-ranked players Fissette has coached include Azarenka and Simona Halep.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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Packers sign kicker Brandon McManus to replace struggling rookie Brayden Narveson
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            Brandon McManus is back in the NFL after the Green Bay Packers signed him to replace struggling rookie kicker Brayden Narveson. The Packers announced Wednesday they signed McManus and had released Narveson, who had missed an NFL-high five missed field-goal attempts.
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            FILE - Jacksonville Jaguars kicker Brandon McManus (10) kicks off the ball during an NFL football game against the Carolina Panthers, Sunday, Dec. 31, 2023, in Jacksonville, Fla. (AP Photo/Doug Murray, File)
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                                    Brandon McManus is back in the NFL after the Green Bay Packers signed him to replace struggling rookie kicker Brayden Narveson. The Packers announced Wednesday they signed McManus and had released Narveson, who had missed an NFL-high five missed field-goal attempts.
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                                        GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP) -- Green Bay Packers kicker Brandon McManus said he's thankful for his latest opportunity and confident the circumstances that kept him out of the NFL earlier this season are behind him.
He joined the team Wednesday as Green Bay signed the 33-year-old veteran to replace struggling rookie kicker Brayden Narveson, who has missed a league-high five field-goal attempts. McManus had been out of a job since the summer, when two women sued him and the Jacksonville Jaguars in civil court alleging he sexually assaulted them when they were working as flight attendants on the Jaguars' trip to London.
McManus and an attorney representing him said the lawsuit had been resolved. McManus did not go into specifics. 

    


"The case has been resolved," lawyer Brett Gallaway said in a statement. "I look forward to seeing Brandon play for the Packers on Sunday."
Tony Buzbee, a lawyer representing the women, confirmed that the plaintiffs had resolved their claims against both McManus and the Jaguars. Buzbee added that "the terms of both settlements are confidential."
"It's been a difficult time these last couple of months," McManus said. "I'm happy that it's in the past now. I was hoping and working hard for another opportunity. I'm extremely grateful for the Green Bay Packers for giving me that next chance to come back out here and play the game I love."




The NFL said late last month it didn't find sufficient evidence that McManus violated the personal conduct policy. 

    



    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In court documents initially filed in late May under pseudonyms and then again in early September using their names when a judge ruled the lawsuit didn't meet the criteria for anonymity, the women allege McManus tried to kiss one of them and rubbed up against both while they were trying to perform their work responsibilities during the Sept. 28, 2023, trans-Atlantic flight. The team was on its way to play a pair of games in Britain.

    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


"The matter's been resolved," McManus said. "I was always up front and honest about it. That's how I was able to kind of get through this all."
McManus signed with Washington as a free agent in March and was on the Commanders' roster when the lawsuit was filed. They released him soon after.

    


"Obviously he wouldn't be available right now if those accusations weren't out there, but I think the league did a really thorough investigation, and we leaned on that as we went through it," Packers general manager Brian Gutekunst said.
Gutekunst said he spoke to McManus about it Tuesday.
"We wanted to make sure that we did our due diligence," Gutekunst said. "We feel really good about that, where we sit right now. We're excited to get him out there."
The Packers have struggled to find a reliable kicker since moving on from Mason Crosby, who held down the job from 2007-22 and remains the franchise's all-time leading scorer.
Green Bay selected Anders Carlson out of Auburn in the sixth round of the 2023 draft, but he capped an inconsistent rookie season by missing a 41-yard field goal in the fourth quarter of a 24-21 playoff loss at San Francisco. After Carlson and veteran Greg Joseph competed for the job in training camp, the Packers went in a different direction and claimed Narveson off waivers from the Tennessee Titans.

    


Narveson was 12 of 17 on field-goal attempts. The Packers (4-2) decided they needed a more experienced kicker as they compete in a demanding NFC North, where every team is at least two games above .500.
"Brayden's a very talented young kicker," Gutekunst said. "But he's young. He's going through some things for the first time. I think where our football team is at right now, we know how important these games are.
"I thought it was important that if we had an opportunity to get a veteran kicker who'd been through some of these fires and some of this pressure that our team is going to go through over the next few weeks, I thought it was important that we acquire one. And really Brandon was the only one that was out there."
McManus, a Philadelphia native who played college football at Temple, spent his first nine years with Denver and was with the Broncos when they won the Super Bowl in the 2015 season. He played for Jacksonville in 2023.
He has made 81.4% of his career field-goal attempts. Carlson made 81.8% of his field goals last year, and Narveson had made 70.6% of his field goals this year.

    


McManus' value is his reliability from inside 50 yards.
He has made just 54.9% of his career attempts from 50-plus yards (45 of 82) but has been accurate on 90.8% of his other attempts (208 of 229). He also has made 97.2% of his extra-point attempts (312 of 321).
Narveson missed five field-goal attempts this season without attempting any from beyond 49 yards. Carlson was just 4 of 8 from 40-49 yards last season and missed five extra-point attempts.
"He's an experienced guy, and certainly (we) have confidence (in him)," Packers coach Matt LaFleur said. "Obviously wouldn't have done it if we didn't."

NOTES: WR Dontayvion Wicks practiced on a limited basis Wednesday after a shoulder injury had knocked him out of the Packers' 34-13 victory over the Arizona Cardinals on Sunday. ... The Packers signed WR Malik Knowles to the practice squad.
___
AP Sports Writer Stephen Whyno contributed to this report.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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New Zealand leads by 134 after India bowled out for 46 and its lowest total in a home test
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            New Zealand's Matt Henry holds up the ball as he leaves the field after taking the five wickets during the day two of the first cricket test match between India and New Zealand at the M.Chinnaswamy Stadium, in Bengaluru, India, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Aijaz Rahi)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 8 | 
            India's captain Rohit Sharma reacts as he walks off the field after losing his wicket during the day two of the first cricket test match between India and New Zealand at the M.Chinnaswamy Stadium, in Bengaluru, India, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Aijaz Rahi)
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            New Zealand's Devon Conway plays a shot during the day two of the first cricket test match between India and New Zealand at the M.Chinnaswamy Stadium, in Bengaluru, India, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Aijaz Rahi)
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            New Zealand's Tim Southee, second right, celebrates with teammates after the dismissal of India's captain Rohit Sharma during the day two of the first cricket test match between India and New Zealand at the M.Chinnaswamy Stadium, in Bengaluru, India, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Aijaz Rahi)
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            New Zealand's Matt Henry bowls a delivery during the day two of the first cricket test match between India and New Zealand at the M.Chinnaswamy Stadium, in Bengaluru, India, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Aijaz Rahi)
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            New Zealand's William O'Rourke prepares to bowl a delivery during the day two of the first cricket test match between India and New Zealand at the M.Chinnaswamy Stadium, in Bengaluru, India, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Aijaz Rahi)
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                                        BENGALURU, India (AP) -- New Zealand built a 134-run lead after bowling out India for 46, its lowest total in a home test on Thursday.
The Black Caps reached 180-3 when bad light stopped play at M. Chinnaswamy Stadium. Opener Devon Conway led the way with 91 runs off 105 balls. Rachin Ravindra (22) and Daryl Mitchell (14) were unbeaten at stumps on day two of the first test.
This was after fast bowler Matt Henry grabbed 5-15 to blow away India for just 46. Young pacer William O'Rourke took 4-22. Pacer Tim Southee took the other wicket, the first to fall, when he bowled captain Rohit Sharma.
India had five ducks in its innings -- including star Virat Kohli -- equalling its second most zeros in a test innings. That was all under dark skies with the stadium lights on.
But as soon as India was all out in 32 overs, the sun came out and the pitch flattened.

    


New Zealand overhauled India's total in a jiffy as Conway and skipper Tom Latham (15) put on 67 runs for the first wicket.
Left-arm wrist spinner Kuldeep Yadav trapped Latham before the Kiwis went to tea at 82-1.
In the final session, the visitors drove home their advantage with Conway scoring 50 off 54 balls. He put on 75 runs for the second wicket with Will Young, who scored 33.




Young attacked India's spinners and he hit five boundaries before being out caught off Ravindra Jadeja.
All three India spinners were among the wickets when Ravichandran Ashwin bowled Conway short of his century.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
New Zealand was down to 153-4 after losing two wickets in 16 deliveries but Ravindra and Mitchell defied India's desperate search for a comeback.
Earlier, India collapsed to its third lowest test score, after 36 all out against Australia in Adelaide in 2020 and 42 all out against England at Lord's in 1974.
For New Zealand, Henry became the third fastest bowler to 100 test wickets, in 26 innings, one short of Richard Hadlee's record of 25.

    


After the first day was washed out, India was a stunning 34-6 by lunch.
Sharma, who won the toss and decided to bat, was out for 2 in the seventh over. Kohli, caught by Glenn Phillips off the bowling of O'Rourke, was out two overs later at 9-2.
Sarfaraz Khan also left the field without scoring in the next over, at 10-3.
After another rain delay at 13-3, India lost three more wickets before lunch.
Post lunch, Henry dismissed Ravichandran Ashwin on the first ball. Then Rishabh Pant, top-scoring with 20 runs, was out caught, again off Henry.
Henry completed his fiver for the fourth-best haul for a New Zealand pacer in India, to reduce the home side to 40-9.

The innings ended at 46, the lowest test total in Asia, surpassing 53 by West Indies against Pakistan in 1986 and 59 by Pakistan against Australia in 2002.
India's previous lowest home total was 75 in 1987 against the West Indies in New Delhi.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) -- TCU is going back to fundamentals less than two years after playing in the national championship game. 
The Horned Frogs are far removed from that undefeated 2022 regular season in coach Sonny Dykes' debut that got them into the College Football Playoff for the first time. 
Halfway through this season with a much-changed Big 12 and expanded 12-team playoff, TCU (3-3, 1-2 Big 12) has been plagued by turnovers, inconsistent play and some bad losses. 
"You have issues every single year, you try to fix those issues, and that's not an overnight fix typically," Dykes said. "We have a pretty clear vision on what we need to emphasize and the areas that we need to improve in. And so I think that's going to be the key for us moving forward, is just to play well, play to our capabilities, which we've done in halves this year. ... We haven't done it for a full game. Nowhere close."

    


The Frogs got outscored 22-3 down the stretch and lost at UCF on a last-minute touchdown, Dykes got ejected at SMU as his former team put up 66 points against them and TCU lost at home in its last game to a Houston team coming off consecutive shutout losses. While second in the Big 12 scoring 35 points a game, TCU is 15th allowing nearly 31.




Dykes said there was a focus during the open date on fundamentals, including ball security and tackling.
TCU is 9-12 since being 12-0 at the end of the 2022 regular season. The Frogs made the four-team CFP even after an overtime loss to Kansas State in the Big 12 championship game, and beat Michigan in the semifinals before a 65-7 loss to Georgia in the championship game. They went 5-7 last season.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Fifth-year safety Bud Clark, who in the 51-45 win over Michigan returned an interception for a touchdown and recovered a fumble in the end zone for a touchback, acknowledged being surprised by the struggles of the Frogs. But the second-year captain believes the team built some momentum and grew closer during the open date. 

    


"Stay glued together because this is where teams kind of find themselves falling off, everybody worried about next year, worried about what they've got for themselves," Clark said. "But this year, we're worried about each other."
TCU plays Saturday night at Utah (4-2, 1-2), the Big 12 newcomer and preseason conference favorite now again without injured quarterback Cam Rising. The Frogs are then home for three of four games in the league that grew to 16 teams this season even after the departures of Texas and Oklahoma.
During the Houston postgame, Dykes described it as "a pretty devastating loss." He said the most frustrating part was that his team just wasn't playing to its potential, even with a great attitude and work ethic. 
Frogs third-year sophomore Josh Hoover is second in the Big 12 with 334.5 yards passing per game and 16 touchdowns. But he has thrown six interceptions in three games since his first 143 attempts this season without a pick -- the best streak for NCAA quarterbacks at that time. 
"You just have to be smart and not try to do too much. And the big part of that is just trusting the players around you ... just having an overall confidence in your team," Dykes said. "When a quarterback has that, they can play at ease and know that they're not living and dying on every single play. We've got to get Josh to that point where he feels that way."

    


Dykes said the Frogs have to settle in and play with confidence, and can still be a good team this season. 
Asked what that meant, Clark had a simple response: "Winning out."
___

Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        KATHMANDU, Nepal (AP) -- A British mountaineer who set the record as the youngest female to climb all the 14 tallest mountains in the world said Thursday that inexperienced climbers should not be allowed to climb the highest peaks because they run the risk of endangering their lives and others.
Adriana Brownlee, 23, climbed Mount Everest at 20 in 2021 and earlier this month climbed Mount Shishapangma in China, completing her endeavor to scale all 14 peaks over 8,000 meters (26,247 feet) high. 
She said she has seen numerous climbers who lack training in basic skills and in coping with the unpredictable slopes of the high peaks.
"I have seen many examples of people in the mountains that should not really be there, that should have more training beforehand," Brownlee told The Associated Press in Kathmandu on Thursday. "We have had to support them and have had to help with like small things like how to put on crampons, how to put on harness."

    


She said that mountaineering authorities should ensure that climbers attempting to scale the highest peaks have at least climbed smaller mountains to ensure they can handle the altitude and have the proper skills.




Brownlee flew to Nepal this week alongside other climbers from Tibet including Nima Rinji Sherpa, who is now the youngest person to climb the 14 peaks at age 18. 
There are generally no rules besides age restrictions on people who want to climb mountains as long as they are able to pay their permit fees. In Nepal, climbers need to be at least 16 years old. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Brownlee said she was just 8 years old when she began dreaming of becoming a mountaineer like her father, who she said was her main inspiration.
She said she now wants to scale unclimbed peaks in Nepal and explore mountains in other parts of the world.
Brownlee and her partner have opened a mountaineering company in Nepal focusing on helping customers who are skilled and experienced enough to handle the harsh condition of the mountains. 

    


She said she hopes to inspire other young people to pursue their dreams.

"For me the message is that in life ... you can take any path you like to reach your goal," she said. "That goal might be totally unique to you and it's very important to keep at that and not to listen to rest of society what they have to say."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nepal-c8acf5f744b838994adde62133f5c23e
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Arizona State (5-1, 2-1 Big 12) at Cincinnati (4-2, 2-1), Saturday, noon ET (ESPN+)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Cincinnati by 6.
Series record: Cincinnati leads 2-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Both teams were picked to finish near the bottom of the Big 12. Instead, both have bowl hopes and only one league loss in a wide-open conference race. Both teams have already exceeded their win totals from 2023. Scott Satterfield's Bearcats have doubled their Big 12 wins from a year ago.
KEY MATCHUP
Arizona State's passing game vs. the Bearcat secondar. ASU will be starting a new quarterback in Jeff Sims, who has attempted two passes this season and will now step in for injured starter Sam Leavitt. Sims will have four receivers with at least 10 receptions each and a strong rushing game that averages 211 yards per game, 20th in the FBS.
Cincinnati has two top safeties in Antwan Peek Jr. and Derrick Canteen who helped keep the Central Florida offense nearly 100 yards below its season average last week. Peek forced two forced fumbles and had nine tackles in the game. Canteen has 26 tackles this season, and he also has three pass break-ups with an interception.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Arizona State: Running back Cam Skattebo is fifth in the FBS with 773 rushing yards, while also ranking third in the country with 170.5 all-purpose yards per game. Skattebo could take pressure off Sims if he gets going. 




Cincinnati: Tight end Joe Royer has become a prominent part of the Bearcats' dynamic offense. The Cincinnati native leads the Big 12 with 28 receptions and 346 receiving yards, and he also leads the Big 12 with 41 targets. He had a career-high eight receptions at UCF.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
FACTS & FIGURES
The matchup is the first between Arizona State and Cincinnati since 1976 and the first time Cincinnati hosts ASU. ... Arizona State has 46 new scholarship players on its roster, one less than Cincinnati. ... Arizona State tight end Chamon Metayer and defensive lineman Justin Wodtly both played for the Bearcats before transferring. ... Metayer scored the only touchdown for the Bearcats in last year's Homecoming game. Saturday is Homecoming at Cincinnati, where the Bearcats are 61-32-4 all-time, including 19-5 since 2000.
___

AP college football: Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a campaign event at Washington Crossing Historic Park, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Washington Crossing, Pa. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign event at Washington Crossing Historic Park, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Washington Crossing, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris greets people at a campaign event at Washington Crossing Historic Park, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Washington Crossing, Pa. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            A supporter greets Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump after a campaign event at the Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a Univision town hall, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Doral, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 7

                                    
                                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign event at Washington Crossing Historic Park, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Washington Crossing, Pa. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 7 | 
            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign event at Washington Crossing Historic Park, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Washington Crossing, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 7

                                    
                                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign event at Washington Crossing Historic Park, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Washington Crossing, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 7 | 
            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris greets people at a campaign event at Washington Crossing Historic Park, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Washington Crossing, Pa. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 7

                                    
                                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a Univision town hall, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Doral, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 7 | 
            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a Univision town hall, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Doral, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 7

                                    
                                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a Univision town hall, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Doral, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        With three weeks left in the presidential campaign, Democrat Kamala Harris is spending most of her days trying to shore up support in the "blue wall" states of Pennsylvania, Michigan and Wisconsin as she tries to avoid a repeat of Hillary Clinton's collapse there eight years ago.
Her schedule reflects the Democratic nominee's focus on her most likely path to victory over Republican candidate Donald Trump. Harris' campaign says she's not ceding ground in Sun Belt states like North Carolina, Georgia, Arizona and Nevada even though most of her time is spent elsewhere. 
The vice president campaigned at a hockey rink on Monday in Erie, Pennsylvania, where she denounced Republican candidate Donald Trump as "unhinged." She visited an art gallery in Detroit with actors Don Cheadle, Delroy Lindo and Cornelius Smith. Jr. on Tuesday, then recorded a radio town hall with Charlamagne tha God. 

    


On Wednesday, Harris was back in Pennsylvania to stress allegiance to the Constitution as she stood just steps from the banks of the Delaware River, where George Washington crossed with his troops in a pivotal moment of the Revolutionary War. 




Her pace doesn't let up for the rest of the week.
Harris is headed back to Milwaukee Thursday as she seeks support from college-age voters.
She'll drop by a business class at University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, then hold a student rally at University of Wisconsin-La Crosse. She closes out the day with a rally in Green Bay. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The vice president is expected to hold meet-and-greets in Michigan on Friday. She then campaigns in Detroit on Saturday.
Follow the AP's Election 2024 coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
Here's the latest:

Electoral battleground North Carolina starts early in-person voting while recovering from Helene
Early in-person voting began statewide Thursday in the presidential battleground of North Carolina, including in mountainous areas where thousands of potential voters still lack power and clean running water after Hurricane Helene's epic flooding.

    


More than 400 locations in all 100 counties were slated to open for the 17-day early vote period, said State Board of Elections Executive Director Karen Brinson Bell. Only four of 80 sites in the 25 western counties hardest hit by the storm weren't going to open.
Helene's arrival three weeks ago in the Southeast decimated remote towns throughout Appalachia and killed at least 246 people, with a little over half of the storm-related deaths in North Carolina. It was the deadliest hurricane to hit the U.S. mainland since Katrina in 2005.
Early in-person voting, which continues through Nov. 2, is very popular in North Carolina. More than 3.6 million ballots -- 65% of all cast ballots -- were cast this way in the 2020 general election. In the 2016 election, 62% of all cast ballots were cast during early in-person voting.
Absentee voting in North Carolina began a few weeks ago, with over 67,000 completed ballots turned in so far, election officials said. People displaced by Helene are being allowed to drop off their absentee ballot at any early voting site in the state. 
On Thursday, Democratic vice presidential nominee Tim Walz was expected to campaign in Winston-Salem and in Durham, where he was to be joined by former President Bill Clinton.

    


South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem, U.S. Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith of Mississippi and Republican National Committee Chairman Michael Whatley were expected to appear on the "Team Trump Bus Tour" when it resumes Thursday in Rutherford County, which was among the hardest-hit areas. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Biden says Harris would cut her own path as president, warns that Trump is dishonest
As President Joe Biden left the White House on his way to Germany Thursday, he was asked about Donald Trump's recent social media post that Kamala Harris was "the worst vice president in history." Biden, walking from the White House to Marine One on the South Lawn, stopped and said: "You don't listen to Donald Trump, do ya?"

Biden hasn't had any nice words for the Republican nominee, calling him a "loser" during a campaign event earlier this week. He also said that Harris, if elected, would cut her own path as president and her "perspective on our problems will be fresh and new. Donald Trump's perspective is old and failed and quite frankly, thoroughly totally dishonest."
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- 
Vice President Kamala Harris will address the Al Smith charity dinner by video Thursday night, after deciding to skip the event in person in a break with presidential campaign tradition, organizers said.
Former President Donald Trump is planning to attend in person.
The white tie event raises millions of dollars for Catholic charities and has traditionally offered presidential candidates from both parties the chance to trade light-hearted barbs in the election's final stretch.
Harris' campaign did not immediately respond to requests for comment. Her team had previously said that, with just weeks to go, they wanted her to spend as much time as possible campaigning in battleground states that will decide the election, rather than detouring to heavily Democratic New York. 
The Daily Caller was first to report that Harris would address the dinner by screen.

    


Both Trump and President Joe Biden, who is Catholic, spoke at a virtual version of the fundraiser in 2020, which was moved online due to concerns about large gatherings at the height of the pandemic. 
In 2016, the dinner turned especially nasty when Trump unleashed on his Democratic rival, Hillary Clinton, drawing boos from the crowd as he called her "corrupt" and accused her of "pretending not to hate Catholics."




The Alfred E. Smith Memorial Foundation Dinner is named for the former New York governor, a Democrat who was the first Catholic to receive a major party nomination for president when he unsuccessfully ran for the White House in 1928.


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The event has become a tradition for presidential candidates since Richard Nixon and John F. Kennedy appeared together in 1960. In 1996, the Archdiocese of New York decided not to invite then-President Bill Clinton and his Republican challenger, Bob Dole, reportedly because Clinton vetoed a late-term abortion ban.
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            FILE - Reproductive rights advocate Kat Duesterhaus holds up a sign as U.S. President Joe Biden and his Republican rival, former President Donald Trump speak about abortion access, as the the first general election debate of the 2024 season is projected on a outdoor screen at the Nite Owl drive-in theater, Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)
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            FILE - Leona Mangan of Lakeworth, Fla., holds a sign as she gathers with other supporters of former President Donald Trump outside his Mar-a-Lago estate in West Palm Beach, Fla., March 21, 2023. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, file)
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- Donald Trump has had a tough time finding a consistent message to questions about abortion and reproductive rights.
The former president has constantly shifted his stances or offered vague, contradictory and at times nonsensical answers to questions on an issue that has become a major vulnerability for Republicans in this year's election. Trump has been trying to win over voters, especially women, skeptical about his views, especially after he nominated three Supreme Court justices who helped overturn the nationwide right to abortion two years ago.
The latest example came this week when the Republican presidential nominee said some abortion laws are "too tough" and would be "redone."
"It's going to be redone," he said during a Fox News town hall that aired Wednesday. "They're going to, you're going to, you end up with a vote of the people. They're too tough, too tough. And those are going to be redone because already there's a movement in those states."

    


Trump did not specify if he meant he would take some kind of action if he wins in November, and he did not say which states or laws he was talking about. He did not elaborate on what he meant by "redone."




He also seemed to be contradicting his own stand when referencing the strict abortion bans passed in Republican-controlled states since the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade. Trump recently said he would vote against a constitutional amendment on the Florida ballot that is aimed at overturning the state's six-week abortion ban. That decision came after he had criticized the law as too harsh.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Trump has shifted between boasting about nominating the justices who helped strike down federal protections for abortion and trying to appear more neutral. It's been an attempt to thread the divide between his base of anti-abortion supporters and the majority of Americans who support abortion rights.

    


About 6 in 10 Americans think their state should generally allow a person to obtain a legal abortion if they don't want to be pregnant for any reason, according to a July poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. Voters in seven states, including some conservative ones, have either protected abortion rights or defeated attempts to restrict them in statewide votes over the past two years.
Trump also has been repeating the narrative that he returned the question of abortion rights to states, even though voters do not have a direct say on that or any other issue in about half the states. This is particularly true for those living in the South, where Republican-controlled legislatures, many of which have been gerrymandered to give the GOP disproportionate power, have enacted some of the strictest abortion bans since Roe v. Wade was overturned.
Currently, 13 states have banned abortion at all stages of pregnancy, while four more ban it after six weeks -- before many women know they're pregnant.
Meanwhile, anti-abortion groups and their Republican allies in state governments are using an array of strategies to counter proposed ballot initiatives in at least eight states this year.

    


Here's a breakdown of Trump's fluctuating stances on reproductive rights.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Flip-flopping on Florida

On Tuesday, Trump claimed some abortion laws are "too tough" and would be "redone."
But in August, Trump said he would vote against a state ballot measure that is attempting to repeal the six-week abortion ban passed by the Republican-controlled Legislature and signed by Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis.
That came a day after he seemed to indicate he would vote in favor of the measure. Trump previously called Florida's six-week ban a "terrible mistake" and too extreme. In an April Time magazine interview, Trump repeated that he "thought six weeks is too severe."
Trump on vetoing a national ban

Trump's latest flip-flopping has involved his views on a national abortion ban.
During the Oct. 1 vice presidential debate, Trump posted on his social media platform Truth Social that he would veto a national abortion ban: "Everyone knows I would not support a federal abortion ban, under any circumstances, and would, in fact, veto it."

    


This came just weeks after Trump repeatedly declined to say during the presidential debate with Democrat Kamala Harris whether he would veto a national abortion ban if he were elected.
Trump's running mate, Ohio Sen. JD Vance, said in an interview with NBC News before the presidential debate that Trump would veto a ban. In response to debate moderators prompting him about Vance's statement, Trump said: "I didn't discuss it with JD, in all fairness. And I don't mind if he has a certain view, but I don't think he was speaking for me."
'Pro-choice' to 15-week ban
Trump's shifting abortion policy stances began when the former reality TV star and developer started flirting with running for office.
He once called himself "very pro-choice." But before becoming president, Trump said he "would indeed support a ban," according to his book "The America We Deserve," which was published in 2000.

    


In his first year as president, he said he was "pro-life with exceptions" but also said "there has to be some form of punishment" for women seeking abortions -- a position he quickly reversed.
At the 2018 annual March for Life, Trump voiced support for a federal ban on abortion on or after 20 weeks of pregnancy.
More recently, Trump suggested in March that he might support a national ban on abortions around 15 weeks before announcing that he instead would leave the matter to the states.
Views on abortion pills, prosecuting women
In the Time interview, Trump said it should be left up to the states to decide whether to prosecute women for abortions or to monitor women's pregnancies.
"The states are going to make that decision," Trump said. "The states are going to have to be comfortable or uncomfortable, not me."
Democrats have seized on the comments he made in 2016, saying "there has to be some form of punishment" for women who have abortions.
Trump also declined to comment on access to the abortion pill mifepristone, claiming that he has "pretty strong views" on the matter. He said he would make a statement on the issue, but it never came.
Trump responded similarly when asked about his views on the Comstock Act, a 19th century law that has been revived by anti-abortion groups seeking to block the mailing of mifepristone.
IVF and contraception
In May, Trump said during an interview with a Pittsburgh television station that he was open to supporting regulations on contraception and that his campaign would release a policy on the issue "very shortly." He later said his comments were misinterpreted.
In the KDKA interview, Trump was asked, "Do you support any restrictions on a person's right to contraception?"
"We're looking at that and I'm going to have a policy on that very shortly," Trump responded.
Trump has not since released a policy statement on contraception.
Trump also has offered contradictory statements on in vitro fertilization. 
During the Fox News town hall, which was taped Tuesday, Trump declared that he is "the father of IVF," despite acknowledging during his answer that he needed an explanation of IVF in February after the Alabama Supreme Court ruled that frozen embryos can be considered children under state law.
Trump said he instructed Sen. Katie Britt, R-Ala., to "explain IVF very quickly" to him in the aftermath of the ruling.
As concerns over access to fertility treatments rose, Trump pledged to promote IVF by requiring health insurance companies or the federal government to pay for it. Such a move would be at odds with the actions of much of his own party.
Even as the Republican Party has tried to create a national narrative that it is receptive to IVF, these messaging efforts have been undercut by GOP state lawmakers, Republican-dominated courts and anti-abortion leaders within the party's ranks, as well as opposition to legislative attempts to protect IVF access.
___

The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A Long Island funeral home owner pleaded guilty on Thursday to spraying wasp killer at police officers and assaulting two journalists, including an Associated Press photographer, during a mob's riot at the U.S. Capitol nearly four years ago.
Peter Moloney, 60, of Bayport, New York, is scheduled to be sentenced on Feb. 11 by U.S. District Judge Carl Nichols. Moloney answered the judge's routine questions as he pleaded guilty to two assault charges stemming from the Jan. 6, 2021, siege at the Capitol.
Defense attorney Edward Heilig said his client takes "full responsibility" for his conduct on Jan. 6. 
"He deeply regrets his actions on that day," Heilig said after the hearing.
Moloney appears to have come to the Capitol "prepared for violence," equipped with protective eyewear, a helmet and a can of insecticide, according to an FBI agent's affidavit. Video shows him spraying the insecticide at officers, the agent wrote.

    


Video also captured Peter Moloney participating in an attack on an AP photographer who was documenting the Capitol riot. Moloney grabbed the AP photographer's camera and pulled, causing the photographer to stumble down the stairs, the affidavit says. Moloney was then seen "punching and shoving" the photographer before other rioters pushed the photographer over a wall, the agent wrote.




Moloney also approached another journalist, grabbed his camera and yanked it, causing that journalist to stumble down stairs and damaging his camera, according to a court filing accompanying Moloney's plea agreement.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Moloney pleaded guilty to a felony assault charge, punishable by a maximum prison sentence of eight years, for spraying wasp killer at four Metropolitan Police Department officers. For assaulting the journalist whose camera was damaged, he pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor that carries a maximum prison sentence of one year. He also admitted that he assaulted the AP photographer. 

    


Moloney, co-owner of Moloney Family Funeral Homes, was arrested in June 2023. His brother and co-owner, Dan Moloney, said in a statement after his brother's arrest that the "alleged actions taken by an individual on his own time are in no way reflective of the core values" of their business, "which is dedicated to earning and maintaining the trust of all members of the community of every race, religion and nationality."
Heilig said Peter Moloney has since left the family's business.
More than 1,500 people have been charged with Jan. 6-related federal crimes. Over 950 of them have pleaded guilty. More than 200 others have been convicted by judges or juries after trials.
Also on Thursday, a Wisconsin man pleaded guilty to defying a court order to report to prison to serve a three-month sentence for joining the Capitol riot. Instead, Paul Kovacik fled to Ireland and sought asylum, authorities said.
Kovacik was arrested in June after he voluntarily returned to the U.S. from Ireland. He will remain in custody until a sentencing hearing that U.S. District Judge Reggie Walton scheduled for Dec. 10. His conviction on the new misdemeanor charge carries a maximum sentence of one year in prison.

    


Kovacik told authorities that he withdrew his asylum claim and returned to the U.S. because he felt homesick, according to a U.S. Marshals Service deputy's affidavit. Kovacik called himself a "political prisoner" when investigators questioned him after his arrival at Minneapolis-Saint Paul International Airport, according to the deputy's affidavit.
On Thursday, Kovacik said he fled because he was scared to go to prison.
"I should never have taken off," he told the judge. "That was very foolish of me."

Kovacik took videos of rioters' damage as he moved through the Capitol on Jan. 6. He later uploaded his footage onto his YouTube channel, with titles such as "Treason Against the United States is about to be committed," according to prosecutors.
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            The U.S. military trained him in explosives and battlefield tactics. But after two tours in Iraq, Chris Arthur was calling for taking up arms against police and government officials in his own country. (AP video: Allen Breed, Serginho Roosblad, Rick Bowmer/ production: Serginho Roosblad, Marshall Ritzel)
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            This image used as evidence by federal prosecutors shows a weapon confiscated from the home of Chris Arthur in Mount Olive, N.C. (U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Takeaways from The Associated Press' reporting on extremism in the military

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    The U.S. military trained him in explosives and battlefield tactics. But after two tours in Iraq, Chris Arthur was calling for taking up arms against police and government officials in his own country. (AP video: Allen Breed, Serginho Roosblad, Rick Bowmer/ production: Serginho Roosblad, Marshall Ritzel)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            This image used as evidence by federal prosecutors shows a weapon confiscated from the home of Chris Arthur in Mount Olive, N.C. (U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    This image used as evidence by federal prosecutors shows a weapon confiscated from the home of Chris Arthur in Mount Olive, N.C. (U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            JASON DEAREN, MICHELLE R. SMITH and AARON KESSLER

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        An Associated Press investigation examined extremism among members of the U.S. military and veterans. Here are highlights from the reporting.
How many active-duty military and veterans are involved in extremism?
The AP received exclusive access to data collected and analyzed by the National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism, or START, at the University of Maryland.
According to this data, there were more than 480 people with a military background accused of ideologically driven extremist crimes from 2017 through 2023, including the more than 230 arrested in connection with the Jan. 6 insurrection. The vast majority of those included in the data were veterans, rather than active-duty servicemembers.
While the pace at which the overall population has been radicalizing has increased in recent years, people with military backgrounds have been radicalizing at a faster rate.
START researchers found that more than 80% of extremists with military backgrounds identified with far-right, anti-government or white supremacist ideologies, with the rest split among far-left, jihadist or other motivations.

    


The number of service members and veterans who radicalize make up a tiny fraction of a percentage point of the millions and millions who have honorably served their country. 




What special dangers are posed by extremists with military backgrounds?
Extremist plots involving people with military backgrounds were more likely to involve weapons training or firearms than those plots that didn't include someone with a military background, according to an AP analysis of the data. This held true whether or not the plots were executed.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The number of people involved remains small. However, the participation of active-duty military and veterans gave extremist plots more potential for mass injury or death, according to the data.
When people with military backgrounds "radicalize, they tend to radicalize to the point of mass violence," said START's Michael Jensen, who leads the team that has spent years compiling the data, which captures detailed information about domestic extremists.

    


His group found that among extremists "the No. 1 predictor of being classified as a mass casualty offender was having a U.S. military background - that outranked mental health problems, that outranked being a loner, that outranked having a previous criminal history or substance abuse issues."
A mass casualty attack is defined as one that kills or injures four or more people.
The data tracked individuals with military backgrounds involved in plans to kill, injure or inflict damage for political, social, economic or religious goals. While some of the violent plots in the data were unsuccessful, those that succeeded killed and hurt dozens of people. Since 2017, nearly 100 people have been killed or injured in these plots, nearly all of them in service of an anti-government, white supremacist or far-right agenda. Those numbers do not include any of the violence on Jan. 6, which left scores of police officers injured.
Targeted attacks that the data show military-trained people are making more successful include the 2020 murders of a federal security officer and a sheriff's deputy in California by an active-duty Air Force staff sergeant and a 2018 attack by a former Army soldier who shot six women at a Florida hot yoga studio, killing two, before he killed himself.

    


"My primary concern is not a march on the Capitol or any other government building. It's that somebody with the skills that were imparted on them by the military to be extremely lethal uses those skills," said Jensen.
What has the Pentagon done to fight extremism in the ranks?
A month after people in tactical gear stormed up the U.S. Capitol steps in military-style stack formation on Jan. 6, the new defense secretary, Lloyd Austin, addressed the long-festering problem. He ordered a force-wide "stand down" to give time to local military commanders to discuss the issue with personnel.
Austin also empaneled the Countering Extremist Activity Working Group to study and recommend solutions. Among the group's eventual recommendations was to clarify what was prohibited under the military's ban on extremist activity. The revised policy, released in December 2021, now specifies that anti-government or anti-democratic actions are violations of the Uniform Code of Military Justice, federal laws that apply to all service members.

    


Are there other ways to combat extremism in the military?
The Pentagon did develop at least one way to detect extremist incidents across military branches and among civilian defense contractors. But it isn't using it.
The method was revealed in a research memo published the summer after Jan. 6 that, until now, has not been released publicly. American Oversight, a nonpartisan watchdog group, obtained the memo through a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit it brought against the Pentagon and shared it with AP.
In a project that began in September 2020 and lasted into 2021, DoD researchers studying "insider threats" and other security issues in the workforce developed a way to mine data from a DoD security clearance database to identify white supremacist and extremist incidents. This database included details from security incident reports filed about people who held security clearances - a wide swath of the military population, civilians and contractors included.

    


The operation identified hundreds of reported incidents of white supremacy and anti-government and other extremist activity over 20 years - the kinds of internal red flags that could identify issues with service members. 
The researchers wrote that the results were a first step toward developing a way to identify incidents of extremism, and that the method could be used in other DoD databases.
The research was shared among some departments in the DoD after Jan. 6. But it never made it to the person who was leading the Pentagon's extremism working group, the leader of that group, Bishop Garrison, told the AP.
A defense official did not address why the report was not sent to the working group. In a statement, the official said the DoD is "committed to understanding the root causes of extremism and ensuring such behavior is promptly and appropriately addressed and reported to the proper authorities," and that the department has enhanced its ability to track extremism allegations.
___

The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
___
Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected]

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/military-extremism-veterans-terrorism-capitol-riot-jan-6-takeaways-00a0bac03f53c2eeb3e59350b42b6155



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Asian American evangelicals' theology is conservative. But that doesn't mean they vote that way

    Asian American evangelicals' theology is conservative. But that doesn't mean they vote that way

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 13 | 
            Pastor Owen Lee sings during a service at the Christ Central Presbyterian Church, Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024 in Centreville. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Parishioners pray during a service at the Christ Central Presbyterian Church, Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024 in Centreville. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Sun Young sings during a service at the Christ Central Presbyterian Church, Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024 in Centreville. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Joy Park prays during a service at the Christ Central Presbyterian Church, Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024 in Centreville. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Pastor Owen Lee prays during a service at the Christ Central Presbyterian Church, Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024 in Centreville. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            A pedestrian walks near the Chinese Christian Church and Center, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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            The Chinese Christian Church and Center is seen, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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            Parishioners pray during a service at the Christ Central Presbyterian Church, Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024 in Centreville. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Sun Young sings during a service at the Christ Central Presbyterian Church, Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024 in Centreville. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Eric Lee sings during a service at the Christ Central Presbyterian Church, Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024 in Centreville. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Joy Park prays during a service at the Christ Central Presbyterian Church, Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024 in Centreville. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            Pastor Wayne Lee poses for a photo at the Chinese Christian Church and Center, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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            Pastor Wayne Lee walks through the Chinese Christian Church and Center, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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            A pedestrian walks near the Chinese Christian Church and Center, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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            The Chinese Christian Church and Center is seen, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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                                        The Rev. Wayne Lee leads an English-speaking church of second- and third-generation Chinese Americans in the heart of Philadelphia's Chinatown.
His 120-strong evangelical Christian congregation in the critical swing state of Pennsylvania is under the same umbrella as two other immigrant congregations totaling 500 members who speak Mandarin and Cantonese respectively. While those members hold conservative views and support former president Donald Trump, Lee's younger flock tends to lean left.
"We're just one church," he said. "But we're so diverse that it's hard to make a blanket statement about political affiliation."
This community in Philadelphia reflects experiences among the nation's larger Asian American Christian population. Asian American evangelicals are a diverse, evolving group of voters increasingly seeking to distinguish themselves from their white counterparts. 

    


Lee and others emphasize that while they still hold theologically conservative views on abortion and LGBTQ+ issues, their opinions on those and other issues such as immigration and racial equity tend to be more nuanced and diverse.




Pastors and leaders in the Asian American Christian community say younger evangelicals are moving away from their parents' and grandparents' more unconditional loyalty to the Republican Party. That makes them part of a key demographic -- independent voters in battleground states who could swing tight elections at the national and local level.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Reaching out to this population can be challenging, experts say. While a few justice organizations gained traction due to increases in anti-Asian hate crimes during the COVID-19 pandemic, political and civic engagement is still relatively rare in Asian American communities.
Asian Americans are the fastest growing voting bloc in the country along with Latinos. Among Asian Americans, Christians are the single largest group of voters, followed by those unaffiliated with religion. According to a 2023 Pew Research Center survey, about a third of Asian American adults identify as Christian. Additionally, about 18% said they felt "close to" Christianity for reasons such as family background, which means a little over half of Asian Americans feel connected to Christianity. 

    


Only 10% specifically identify as born-again or evangelical Protestants. But that number might not include those who hesitate to label themselves "evangelical" because that word now denotes a political identity rather than a religious one, said Jane Hong, associate professor of history at Occidental College in Los Angeles.
"With the rise of the religious right, the term 'evangelicals' has been used as a partisan category connected usually to white, conservative Christians," she said. 
Many Asian Americans remain theologically conservative 
Rather, Asian American Christians, particularly immigrants, widely consider themselves evangelical in a theological sense because of their historic connection to U.S. missionaries in their home countries, said the Rev. Walter Kim, president of the National Association of Evangelicals. 

    


These are people who relate to the key elements of evangelism -- submitting to the authority of Scripture, understanding the need to convert and the belief that Christ's crucifixion is the only sacrifice that can atone for sin.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"The Asian American Christian's identity is the convergence of cultural experience, historical background and core theological transformation," Kim said. "Many scholars have argued that Korean Americans, regardless of their denomination, tend to be evangelical because Korean Christianity was heavily influenced by U.S. evangelicals."
In the Asian American and South Asian diaspora, even some Catholics and Pentecostals count themselves as evangelical. 
Owen Lee, senior pastor of Christ Central Presbyterian Church in Centreville, Virginia, who leads a 600-strong Korean American congregation, said Asian American Christians, for a long time, believed they were part of white evangelical spaces -- until Trump's candidacy in 2016.
"To see white evangelicals rallying around (Trump) was discombobulating," Lee said. "They wanted, for the first time, to distance themselves from white evangelicals without distancing from evangelicalism. White evangelicals tend to be single-issue voters, but that's not the case with us. Yes, abortion matters to us, we are pro-life. But a candidate's character matters as well."

    


This year, ahead of the presidential election, Lee said, "politics fatigue" appears to have set in and his community members don't seem happy with either candidate.
"I do hope and pray Asian American Christians take their civic responsibility seriously," he said. "We should care about how our society is governed and run."
Pastor Raymond Chang, president of the Asian American Christian Collaborative, an ecumenical nonprofit that began as a response to combating anti-Asian hate crimes during the pandemic, said neither political party is taking this important voting bloc seriously.

    


"We don't fall neatly within party lines," he said, adding that people's political leanings often depend on their transnational history, family heritage and the way they experience life in America. 
"We're often quiet from the pulpit and the pews when it comes to politics," he said. "We don't see much civic engagement beyond voting, but we do vote."
James Cho, a former seminary professor who has led a Chinese American congregation in Orange County, California, believes this could be a "time of transformation" for Asian American evangelicals even though some are not as politically active as they were four years ago.
Cho, who had always voted Republican, said he sat out the 2016 election because he didn't like either candidate. In 2020, he said he "quietly voted for Joe Biden." This time, Cho has decided to vote for Harris. What moved the needle for him was Trump's baseless claims that Haitian immigrants in the city of Springfield, Ohio, were eating their neighbors' pets.
"As immigrants and children of immigrants, we've all felt alienated at some point in our lives," he said, adding that some Asian communities face similar stereotypes. "It hits us hard to see another group of immigrants targeted in that manner."
Younger evangelicals are less loyal to the GOP
Cho sees a chasm between white and Asian American evangelicals -- especially the younger generation -- quickly widening. For example, Cho says he believes in the separation of church and state, and that the church "should not play a political role in the LGBTQ issue." 
"While I believe it's a sin to be gay, I also believe I'm a sinner just like them," he said. "To discriminate against someone who is gay is just wrong."
The political diversity of church members can be a challenge for pastors. In Philadelphia's Chinatown, Pastor Wayne Lee says he navigates that landmine by not divulging his political leanings. But he does have conversations with relatives in an attempt to understand their political allegiances.
The pastor said he asked an older relative if he was aware that a vote for Trump could mean immigrating to the U.S. could get more complicated for their family members or make life difficult for existing community members. The response he got was that a vote against Trump would be a vote against God.
The origins of Asian American churches influenced their evolution, said Jerry Park, associate professor of sociology at Baylor University in Waco, Texas. In immigrant churches, elements of ethnic culture were mixed in with religious practice, he said. But as they became more exposed to white evangelical teachings, they started viewing that as the authentic version of Christianity.
"For example, patriarchy is a part of Confucianism," Park said. "But the churches here, instead of citing Confucianism, pointed to white evangelical rhetoric to justify the subordination of women. So in this racialized environment, we need to question who we're leaning on to understand our own culture and religious practices."
For politicians and parties that are attempting to reach out to Asian American Christians, it is important that they don't assume it is a monolithic group, said Walter Kim.
"There is a diversity of political and social concerns," he said. "This gives both parties an opportunity to step back from political rhetoric to understand how to negotiate complex issues and build consensus and unity across the community." 
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            FILE - Canada's Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, left, walks past India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi as they take part in a wreath-laying ceremony at Raj Ghat, Mahatma Gandhi's cremation site, during the G20 Summit in New Delhi, Sept. 10, 2023. (Sean Kilpatrick/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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            A photograph of late temple president Hardeep Singh Nijjar, back right, is displayed outside the Guru Nanak Sikh Gurdwara Sahib, in Surrey, British Columbia, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            FILE -People sit on the lawn of the the Guru Nanak Sikh Gurdwara, below a picture of Hardeep Singh Nijjar in Surrey, B.C. on Friday, May 3, 2024. (Ethan Cairns/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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            A photograph of late temple president Hardeep Singh Nijjar, back right, is displayed outside the Guru Nanak Sikh Gurdwara Sahib in Surrey, British Columbia, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Guru Nanak Sikh Gurdwara Sahib spokesperson and youth leader, Gurkeerat Singh, back forth from left, speaks during a news conference, in Surrey, British Columbia, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP)
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- India's government on Thursday denied it was working with mobsters to target Sikh separatists in Canada as alleged publicly this week by Canadian officials in an escalating diplomatic dispute. 
India's External Affairs Ministry spokesman Randhir Jaiswal denied that India was in cahoots with India-based mobsters in Canada and even suggested that Canadian authorities had been resisting India's attempts to extradite those people to India.
"It is strange that people who we asked to be deported" are being blamed by the Canadians for "committing crimes in Canada," Jaiswal said. 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and police officials went public this week with allegations that Indian diplomats were targeting Sikh separatists in Canada by sharing information about them with their government back home. They said top Indian officials were then passing that information along to Indian organized crime groups who were targeting the activists, who are Canadian citizens, with drive-by shootings, extortions and even murder. 

    


The two sides ordered the expulsion of top diplomats this week in the deepening crisis over the accusations, including Canada's allegation that t he diplomats were linked to the June 2023 killing of Sikh activist Hardeep Singh Nijjar. 




Canada is not the only country that has accused Indian officials of plotting an assassination on foreign soil. Last year, U.S. prosecutors said an Indian government official directed a failed plot to assassinate another Sikh separatist leader in New York. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The official was neither charged nor identified by name, but was described as a "senior field officer" with responsibilities in security management and intelligence.
The Nijjar killing has soured India-Canada ties for more than a year, and despite Canada's assertion that it has forwarded evidence of its allegations to Indian authorities, the Indian government continues to deny it has seen any.

    


Jaiswal said again on Thursday that Canada has provided no evidence of its allegations surrounding attacks on Sikh activists, contradicting Trudeau's statements this week that his country's investigators have privately shared information with Indian counterparts and found them to be uncooperative.
At the same time, Jaiswal accused Canada of failing to take action against Sikhs living in Canada who face terrorism charges in India and who are accused of being part of a Sikh secessionist campaign in India's northern Punjab state.
Jaiswal said India's 26 extradition requests have been pending in Canada for a decade or more. He also said that several criminals had provisional arrest requests pending with Canadian authorities.
"Some of them are charged with terror and terror-related crimes (in India). So far, no action has been taken by the Canadian side on our requests. This is very serious," Jaiswal said.
India has repeatedly criticized the Canadian government for being soft on supporters of what is known as the Khalistan movement, which is banned in India but has support among the Sikh diaspora, particularly in Canada. 

    


Trudeau said Wednesday that Indian Prime Minister Narenda Modi underlined to him at a G-20 summit in India last year that he wanted Canada to arrest people who have been outspoken against the Indian government. Trudeau said he told Modi that he felt the actions fall within free speech in Canada. 
Trudeau added that he told Modi his government would work with India on concerns about terrorism, incitement of hate or anything that is unacceptable in Canada. But Trudeau also noted that advocating for separatism, though not Canadian government policy, is not illegal in Canada.
The Royal Canadian Police said Monday it had identified India's top diplomat in the country and five other diplomats as persons of interest in the Nijjar killing. The RCMP also said they uncovered evidence of an intensifying campaign against Canadians by agents of the Indian government.
Nijjar, 45, was fatally shot last year in his pickup truck after he left the Sikh temple he led in Surrey, British Columbia. An Indian-born citizen of Canada, he owned a plumbing business and was a leader in what remains of a once-strong movement to create an independent Sikh homeland.

    


Four Indian nationals living in Canada were charged with Nijjar's murder and are awaiting trial.
Meanwhile, two members of an Indian inquiry committee to investigate the plot unveiled in the United States traveled this week to Washington where they were briefed on the investigation, U.S. State Department spokesman Matthew Miller said Wednesday. 

"They did inform us that the individual who was named in the Justice Department indictment is no longer an employee of the Indian government," Miller said. "We are satisfied with cooperation. It continues to be an ongoing process," he said.
-----
AP reporters Matthew Lee in Washington and Rob Gillies in Toronto contributed.
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            Attorney Jesse Binnall, right, speaks at a news conference, with his client North Carolina Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson, left, in Raleigh, N.C., Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Karl B DeBlaker)
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- A former porn shop worker who was accused by North Carolina Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson of defamation has asked a court to throw out the lawsuit against him, calling the politician's allegations "bizarre" and his demand for at least $50 million in damages a violation of civil court rules. 
Robinson, the Republican nominee for governor, filed a lawsuit in Wake County court Tuesday against CNN and Louis Love Money, of Greensboro, saying they published "disgusting lies" about him. 
The lawsuit identified a CNN report last month that Robinson made explicit racial and sexual posts on a pornography website's message board more than a decade ago. Weeks before CNN's report, Money alleged in a music video and in a media interview that for several years starting in the 1990s, Robinson frequented a porn shop Money was working at, and that Robinson purchased porn videos from him.

    


Attorneys for Money, in filing a dismissal motion Wednesday, said that Robinson's lawsuit violated a procedural rule that requires that a person seeking punitive damages state initially a demand for monetary damages "in excess of $25,000." 




The motion said the rule is designed to "prevent excess demands from leaking publicly in the media and tainting the judicial process." Violating the rule, attorneys Andrew Fitzgerald and Peter Zellmer wrote, may "have been for the very purpose of creating media attention for Mr. Robinson's campaign."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Otherwise, the attorneys also are seeking a dismissal on the grounds that the allegations in the lawsuit, even if they were true, fail to establish a cause of action against Money.
"The complaint contains many impertinent and bizarre allegations," they wrote.
Asked for a response to the motion, Robinson's campaign referred to Tuesday's news release announcing the lawsuit. In it, Robinson said claims from "grifters like Louis Love Money are salacious tabloid trash."

    


Money on Tuesday said he stood by what he had said as truthful. CNN declined to comment on the lawsuit when it was filed and had not responded to it in court as of midday Thursday. 
Robinson is running against Democratic nominee Josh Stein in the campaign to succeed term-limited Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper. 
The CNN report led many fellow GOP elected officials and candidates, including presidential nominee Donald Trump, to distance themselves from Robinson's gubernatorial campaign. Most of the top staff running Robinson's campaign and his lieutenant governor's office quit following the CNN report, and the Republican Governors Association stopped supporting Robinson's bid.
The network report said it matched details of the account on the message board to other online accounts held by Robinson by comparing usernames, a known email address and his full name. CNN also reported that details discussed by the account holder matched Robinson's age, length of marriage and other biographical information. 

The lawsuit alleges that CNN published its report despite knowing, or recklessly disregarding, that Robinson's personal data was previously compromised by data breaches.
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            FILE- This photo shows the U.S. Treasury Department building at dusk in Washington, June 6, 2019. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. Treasury on Thursday announced sanctions against two Chinese makers of drone engines and parts that the Biden administration said directly helped Russia build long-range attack drones used in the war in Ukraine.
The U.S. has previously accused China of providing material support to Russia's military-industrial base to sustain the Kremlin's war against Ukraine, and the latest round of sanctions sought to target the "direct activity" between Beijing and Moscow, according to senior Biden administration officials, who discussed the sanctions on the condition of anonymity before the measures were announced.
Russia's Garpiya series long-range attack drone, "designed and produced in the People's Republic of China in collaboration with Russian defense firms, has been used to destroy critical infrastructure and has resulted in mass casualties" during the war in Ukraine, State Department spokesman Matthew Miller said in a statement.

    


Beijing has insisted that it does not provide weapons to either Ukraine or Russia, and it has defended its trade with Russia as normal and above the board.




The U.S. is imposing sanctions on Xiamen Limbach Aircraft Engine Company, which produces drone engines, and Redlepus Vector Industry, which has worked with a Russian entity already facing sanctions to facilitate the shipment of the drones to Russia.
The administration officials said China should have known that the Russian entity, TSK Vektor, was a "problematic actor."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
They indicated that the two Chinese firms had been developing long-range attack drones with the Russians since the beginning of the year.

The administration also announced sanctions against Artem Mikhailovich Yamshchikov, a Russian national described as the beneficial owner of TSK Vektor, and the Russian entity TD Vector, which has been involved in facilitating the shipments, the officials say.
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                                        ASHEVILLE, N.C. (AP) -- Early in-person voting began statewide Thursday in the presidential battleground of North Carolina, including in mountainous areas where thousands of potential voters still lack power and clean running water after Hurricane Helene's epic flooding.
Helene's arrival three weeks ago in the Southeast decimated remote towns throughout Appalachia and killed at least 246 people, with a little over half of the storm-related deaths in North Carolina. It was the deadliest hurricane to hit the U.S. mainland since Katrina in 2005.
But despite the catastrophic damage, all but four of 80 sites in the 25 western counties hardest hit by the storm were set to open Thursday for the 17-day early vote period -- a tremendous achievement according to State Board of Elections Executive Director Karen Brinson Bell, who credited emergency management workers, election officials and utilities. 

    


"It's an effort all North Carolinians should be proud of," Brinson Bell said this week. 
At the South Buncombe Library in Asheville, a city devastated by the storm, about 60 people -- most bundled up in jackets, hats and gloves for the chilly weather, lined up around the building before the polls opened at 9 a.m.




They included 77-year-old Joyce Rich, who said Helene made early voting more urgent for her. Rich said while her house was largely spared by the storm, she and her husband still need to do some work on it. Meanwhile, family members who don't have power or water access are coming over to take showers.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"We decided, let's just get it finished," Rich said. "You never know what's going to happen."
Another voter at the library, 33-year-old Jarred Teague, said it was important to show up to vote early, in part because "democracy itself seems to be on the line" during this election.
Early in-person voting, which continues through Nov. 2, is very popular in North Carolina. More than 3.6 million ballots -- 65% of all cast ballots -- were cast this way in the 2020 general election. In the 2016 election, 62% of all cast ballots were cast during early in-person voting.

    


Absentee voting in North Carolina began a few weeks ago, with over 67,000 completed ballots turned in so far, election officials said. People displaced by Helene are being allowed to drop off their absentee ballot at any early voting site in the state. 
The importance of early voting wasn't lost upon the presidential campaigns of Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald Trump.
On Thursday, Democratic vice presidential nominee Tim Walz was expected to campaign in Winston-Salem and in Durham, where he was to be joined by former President Bill Clinton.
South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem, U.S. Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith of Mississippi and Republican National Committee Chairman Michael Whatley were expected to appear on the "Team Trump Bus Tour" when it resumes Thursday in Rutherford County, which was among the hardest-hit areas. 
The North Carolina ballot also includes races for governor, attorney general and several other statewide positions. All U.S. House and General Assembly seats also are up for reelection. 

    


County election boards have received flexibility to modify early voting sites, including locations and their daily hours. In Buncombe County, 10 of the 14 planned early voting sites will be open. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


In Watauga County, home to Boone and Appalachian State University, the board adjusted early-voting hours to avoid evening travel for voters and poll workers. They also expanded weekend voting options. 
Watauga elections Director Matt Snyder said Wednesday having all six sites ready for Thursday was a feat his office didn't expect in Helene's immediate aftermath. But election officials have been working weekends to get prepared. 
"It's exhausting," Snyder said. "It's 16-hour days ... but everybody seems to pitch in."
Officials in the 25 counties affected by the storm were still evaluating Election Day polling locations, with the "vast majority" expected to be available to voters, Brinson Bell said. 
This is the first presidential general election for which North Carolina voters must show photo identification. Someone who has lost their ID because of the storm can fill out an exception form.
___

Associated Press writers Gary D. Robertson in Raleigh, North Carolina; Christina A. Cassidy in Atlanta; and Christine Fernando in Chicago contributed to this report. 
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            Kenya's Deputy President Rigathi Gachagua addresses the media, in Nairobi, Kenya, Monday, Oct. 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)
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            FILE - Kenya's Deputy President-Elect Rigathi Gachagua addresses the media, in Nairobi, Kenya Monday, Sept. 5, 2022. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga, File)
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            FILE - Kenya's Deputy President Rigathi Gachagua gestures to the crowd at the swearing-in ceremony for Kenya's new president William Ruto, at Kasarani stadium in Nairobi, Kenya Tuesday, Sept. 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga, File)
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                                        NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) -- The senate in Kenya briefly adjourned an impeachment hearing for the deputy president Thursday after he was hospitalized over an illness, according to his lawyers.
Deputy President Rigathi Gachagua pleaded not guilty Wednesday to 11 charges of impeachment, and was expected to be cross-examined by parliament lawyers in the afternoon. The senate is scheduled to vote on the impeachment motion on Thursday evening.
Gachagua faces allegations that include corruption, inciting ethnic divisions and support for anti-government protests that saw demonstrators storm the country's parliament. It is the first time a sitting deputy president is facing impeachment in Kenya.
His lawyer, Paul Muite, said doctors had told him that the deputy president was suffering from "intense chest pains" and needed "complete rest."
The lawyers had cross-examined witnesses presented by parliament the previous day, including the legislator who moved the impeachment motion and the anticorruption agency's boss. Earlier Thursday Gachagua's legal team asked for the affidavit of a key witness, an elected governor for the capital Nairobi, to be expunged after the governor failed to turn up.

    


The case highlights the friction between Gachagua and President William Ruto -- something that Ruto once vowed to avoid after his past troubled relationship as deputy to Kenya's previous president, Uhuru Kenyatta.




Gachagua has said he believes the impeachment process has Ruto's blessing, and has asked legislators to make their decision "without intimidation and coercion."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The tensions risk introducing more uncertainty for investors and others in East Africa's commercial hub.
The senate requires a two-thirds majority to approve the impeachment motion.
Under the Kenyan Constitution, the removal from office is automatic if approved by both chambers, though Gachagua can challenge the action in court -- something he has said he would do.

Ruto, who came to office claiming to represent Kenya's poorest citizens, has faced widespread criticism for his efforts to raise taxes in an effort to find ways to pay off foreign creditors. But the public opposition led him to shake up his cabinet and back off certain proposals.
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Ukraine's former commander-in-chief, Valerii Zaluzhnyi, on Thursday expressed his support for President Volodymyr Zelenskyy's "victory plan," despite the tensions between the two that led to his dismissal. 
"Ukraine must clearly follow the plan," Zaluzhnyi said in his first public appearance since his appointment as ambassador to the U.K.
He told an audience at London's Chatham House think-tank: "But this list of steps primarily concerns those countries that should ultimately be interested in stopping the war."
The plan lays out Ukraine's view on how to strengthen its positions before any potential negotiations with Russia to end the conflict. After briefing U.S. and other Western officials, Zelenskyy presented the key points publicly during a speech to the Ukrainian parliament on Wednesday. 
The plan includes a formal invitation for Ukraine to join NATO and permission to use Western-supplied longer-range missiles to strike military targets deep inside Russian territory -- steps that have been met with reluctance by Kyiv's allies so far.

    


Zaluzhnyi asserted that NATO membership is the only viable security guarantee for his country, fully backing President Zelensky's call for the alliance to extend an invitation to Kyiv. But the prospect of Ukraine joining NATO has left the alliance in a bind, with some members concerned it could escalate the conflict and risk direct confrontation with Russia.




"Declaring yet another freeze in the situation with Ukraine will not work," said Ukraine's former commander-in-chief. "We want to have guarantees of security for ourselves and our children," he said. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Zaluzhnyi, who was in charge of armed forces during Ukraine's failed counter-offensive in the summer of 2023, said a shortfall in Western support during that period meant that Ukraine lost its chance to fend off Russia on its own. 
He said that missed opportunity turned the war into a protracted conflict where the way out "seems rather doubtful and almost impossible," and allowed Russia the chance to form an alliance with North Korea, Iran and China which Ukraine now cannot defeat without the help of Western partners.

    


"Against Ukraine now stands not only Russia, but also a quite powerful coalition of strong states," he said. Such an "alliance of authoritarian countries" may pose a security threat to the democratic world and the West "should have made a plan to protect its democratic institutions," he said.
During the presentation of his plan in Brussels on Thursday, Zelenskyy said Kyiv has intelligence information that 10,000 troops from North Korea are being prepared to join Russian forces fighting against his country, warning that a third nation wading into the hostilities would turn the conflict into a "world war." Zelenskyy did not go into further details about the claim.
As the war grinds through its third year, the mood in Ukraine is grim as its outmanned troops face difficulty holding back Russian advances, especially in the east. Although Moscow's gains are incremental, the steady forward movement is making Kyiv feel it needs more large-scale Western help.

    


The former armed forces chief stressed that Ukraine is battling Russia, which significantly outweighs it in resources, including in manpower. 
"The only thing which works in the war is mathematics," he said. 
Zaluzhnyi acknowledged the challenges his country faces with mobilization, emphasizing the need to reform recruitment practices inherited from the times Ukraine was a part of the Soviet Union. Despite his popularity, he has faced widespread criticism for failing to meet the army's need for more troops. 
Conscription has become a sensitive issue as infantry shortages grow, which became one of the factors that allowed Russia to gain the initiative on the battlefield.
"We had to change it (the system)," he said but adding that Ukraine doesn't have enough time to do it while the war with Russia lasts.
"The material side does not depend entirely on us, but in working with human resources, everything completely depends on Ukraine," he said.

    


Tensions between Zaluzhnyi and President Zelenskyy escalated following Ukraine's 2023 counter-offensive, which failed to achieve significant territorial gains. In February, Zelenskyy dismissed Zaluzhnyi as military commander-in-chief in a move to revitalize efforts in the stalled war.

Zaluzhnyi is widely respected among Ukrainian troops and considered a national hero. He is credited with stalling Russia's full-scale invasion in the early days of the war and expertly pushing back Moscow's troops.
------ Arhirova contributed from Kyiv 
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            FILE - Reproductive rights advocate Kat Duesterhaus holds up a sign as U.S. President Joe Biden and his Republican rival, former President Donald Trump speak about abortion access, as the the first general election debate of the 2024 season is projected on a outdoor screen at the Nite Owl drive-in theater, Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)
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            FILE - Rabbis and supporters from around the country gather for a rally, one day after the midterm elections, to show their support for protecting abortion rights Wednesday, Nov. 9, 2022, in Clayton, Mo. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)
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            FILE - Anti-abortion protesters gather for a news conference after Arizona abortion-rights supporters delivered more than 800,000 petition signatures to the state Capitol to get abortion rights on the November general election ballot, July 3, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)
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            FILE - Amendment 3 supporters Luz Maria Henriquez, second from left, executive director of the ACLU Missouri, celebrates with Mallory Schwarz, center, of Abortion Action Missouri, after the Missouri Supreme Court in Jefferson City, Mo., ruled that the amendment to protect abortion rights would stay on the November ballot in on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (Robert Cohen/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Uphill battles that put abortion rights on ballots are unlikely to end even if the measures pass

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            FILE - Reproductive rights advocate Kat Duesterhaus holds up a sign as U.S. President Joe Biden and his Republican rival, former President Donald Trump speak about abortion access, as the the first general election debate of the 2024 season is projected on a outdoor screen at the Nite Owl drive-in theater, Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4

                                    
                                    FILE - Reproductive rights advocate Kat Duesterhaus holds up a sign as U.S. President Joe Biden and his Republican rival, former President Donald Trump speak about abortion access, as the the first general election debate of the 2024 season is projected on a outdoor screen at the Nite Owl drive-in theater, Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            FILE - Rabbis and supporters from around the country gather for a rally, one day after the midterm elections, to show their support for protecting abortion rights Wednesday, Nov. 9, 2022, in Clayton, Mo. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4

                                    
                                    FILE - Rabbis and supporters from around the country gather for a rally, one day after the midterm elections, to show their support for protecting abortion rights Wednesday, Nov. 9, 2022, in Clayton, Mo. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            FILE - Anti-abortion protesters gather for a news conference after Arizona abortion-rights supporters delivered more than 800,000 petition signatures to the state Capitol to get abortion rights on the November general election ballot, July 3, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)
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            FILE - Amendment 3 supporters Luz Maria Henriquez, second from left, executive director of the ACLU Missouri, celebrates with Mallory Schwarz, center, of Abortion Action Missouri, after the Missouri Supreme Court in Jefferson City, Mo., ruled that the amendment to protect abortion rights would stay on the November ballot in on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (Robert Cohen/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP, File)
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                                        Voters in nine states are deciding next month whether to add the right to abortion to their constitutions, but the measures are unlikely to dramatically change access -- at least not immediately.
Instead, voter approval would launch more lawsuits on a subject that's been in the courts constantly -- and more than ever since the U.S. Supreme Court in 2022 overturned Roe v. Wade and opened the door to state abortion laws. In some states where the issue is on the ballot, it's already widely available.
If Missouri's amendment passes and takes effect in December, the measure would not repeal a state ban at all stages of pregnancy or the layers of other regulations -- including a 72-hour waiting period and 44-inch (112-centimeter) doorway rule for clinics -- that forced Planned Parenthood to stop abortions in two offices years before Roe was overturned.

    


"A yes vote for this is not a vote to overturn anything. It is a vote to ensure that the courts will have to fight this out for a long time," said Republican state Sen. Mary Elizabeth Coleman.
Coleman, who is also a conservative constitutional lawyer, said the Republican-dominated Legislature could also go back to voters to ask them to undo the amendment if it passes.




Still, the measure would mean that "the wind will be at our back" in court fights to overturn restrictions, said Emily Wales, the president and CEO of Planned Parenthood Great Plains, which operates in four states and is the only group in recent years to provide abortions in Missouri. The last clinic in Missouri, run by another Planned Parenthood affiliate, stopped offering abortions just before Roe was overturned.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It will feel tremendously different to us to say, 'Missourians have a constitutional right. If you're going to interfere with it, you've got to have a pretty good cause,'" she said.
There's some precedent for an amendment not settling everything right away. An Ohio measure passed last year all but undid a law that banned abortion after cardiac activity can be detected, at about six weeks and before women often realize they're pregnant. Enforcement had already been blocked by a court. Ohio advocates have been prevailing in preliminary litigation against other regulations but those battles aren't finished yet, and they worry lawmakers will block the use of taxpayer funds to support access. 

    


"Having fewer legal restrictions is not necessarily meaningful to someone if they can't afford the financial cost," said Lexis Dotson-Dufault, executive director of the Abortion Fund of Ohio.
The most populous state with an abortion ballot measure this year is Florida. It would take approval of 60% of voters to win. And Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis's administration has alleged fraud in the signature-gathering process that got it on the ballot. That could be the basis for a court challenge on whether the amendment would take effect on Jan. 7. Meanwhile, the measure's supporters are suing current and former state health department officials over their efforts to get TV stations to stop running one pro-amendment ad.

    


The office of state Attorney General Ashley Moody, a Republican who sought to keep the measure off the ballot, did not respond to an interview request.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


A Nevada measure wouldn't make an immediate splash because it would be required by law to not only pass in November, but in 2026 as well. 
In Colorado, Maryland and New York -- where the measure doesn't say "abortion" specifically but bans discrimination based on "pregnancy outcomes" -- abortion is already allowed at least until viability -- generally considered to be after 20 weeks, with some exceptions.
Colorado's measure would also repeal a ban on using taxpayer funds for abortion. A new law would be needed for abortion to be added to health insurance for government employees and people with Medicaid coverage.
Arizona's amendment would go into effect with a governor's proclamation if voters approve it. The state bars abortion after 15 weeks -- and most occur before then. Earlier this year, some Republican lawmakers in the political battleground state joined with Democrats to repeal a much more restrictive 1864 ban before it could be enforced.

    


In Nebraska, the ballot includes competing measures: One would bar abortion after 12 weeks of pregnancy, with some exceptions, echoing the current ban but leaving open the possibility of tighter restrictions. The other would allow abortion until viability.
To take effect, an amendment would need not only majority support, but more votes than the other measure.
In South Dakota, where abortion is banned throughout pregnancy, opponents and advocates have been fighting over a measure that would prohibit the state from regulating abortion in the first trimester and allow regulations for the second and third trimesters only under certain health circumstances. 

    


If the measure is adopted and survives the challenge, it would take effect July 1, 2025.
Life Defense Fund is focused on its campaign to defeat the measure at the ballot box rather than what might come next, said group spokesperson Caroline Woods.

Dakotans for Health sponsored the amendment and expects the Republican-dominated Legislature to try to "thread that needle" and impose restrictions during the second trimester if the amendment passes, said group cofounder Rick Weiland.
And that would probably mean more lawsuits.
"This is an issue that's never going to go away," Weiland said.
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 7 | 
            Neil Parrott, Republican candidate for Maryland's Sixth Congressional District, speaks during a press conference, Friday, Oct. 11, 2024, in Frederick, Md. (AP Photo/Alyssa Howell)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 7 | 
            Neil Parrott, Republican candidate for Maryland's Sixth Congressional District, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press, Friday, Oct. 11, 2024, in Frederick, Md. (AP Photo/Alyssa Howell)
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                                        FREDERICK, Md. (AP) -- In an election where the future of reproductive rights is on the ballot in Maryland and elsewhere across the country, the state's all-male congressional delegation stands to gain an influx of women. 
It could happen in Maryland's 6th Congressional District, where Democrat April McClain Delaney is running against conservative Republican Neil Parrott, a former member of the Maryland House of Delegates. They're competing to represent a wide swath of rural Maryland and more affluent liberal suburbs of Washington, D.C. 
In a year when voters also could elect the nation's first female president, women are vying for two other open seats in Maryland's 10-member congressional delegation. The delegation has been all-male since former Sen. Barbara Mikulski retired in 2016, but the state has a long history of female officeholders from both parties.

    


McClain Delaney, a mother of four daughters whose husband previously represented the district, says she wants to protect the reproductive rights of her children and other young people in the wake of the U.S. Supreme Court's 2022 decision to end the constitutional right to an abortion and leave those decisions to the states. She previously worked in the Biden administration's Department of Commerce and has focused much of her career on protecting children's online safety. 




"I can't believe that my mother, my daughters' grandmother, had more reproductive freedoms than they currently do," she said in a recent interview. She said she once experienced an ectopic pregnancy that could have been fatal if restrictive abortion laws had limited her access to life-saving medical care. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Parrott, meanwhile, has deflected questions about reproductive rights on the campaign trail. He made his anti-abortion stance clear during 12 years in the Maryland State House. But now, he says, it's "really a non-issue" because he doesn't believe either political party can get enough congressional votes to regulate abortion nationally -- a position similar to that of former President Donald Trump, the GOP presidential nominee. 

    


That approach also echoes recent efforts by other conservatives and leaders of the anti-abortion movement now struggling to appeal to voters in blue-leaning Maryland. The state's voters will also consider a constitutional amendment to enshrine abortion rights in the state constitution. 
Parrott, 54, has worked to move the conversation to friendlier terrain, emphasizing his commitment to lowering inflation, creating a stronger economy for middle-class families and stopping illegal immigration. He says his opponent -- who lives several miles outside the district in an affluent suburb of Washington -- is out of touch with the struggles of everyday Americans, including people in the 6th Congressional District. 
U.S. House members are only required to live in the state they represent.
McClain Delaney has used personal funds to bolster her campaign and received endorsements from big-name Democrats, including former House speaker Nancy Pelosi and U.S. Rep. Jamie Raskin.

    


She's also outspent Parrott by a wide margin, according to AdImpact, which tracks campaign spending. Just since the May 14 primaries, Democrats have spent more than $600,000 on advertising in the 6th District race, compared to slightly more than $30,000 spent by Republicans.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Those figures are not expected to change much between now and Nov. 5, with McClain-Delaney having a nearly 20-1 advantage in ad spending reserved the rest of the way. Neither candidate has received much support from the national parties or outside groups, a possible indicator that both sides view the seat as safely Democratic.
Parrot is a longtime resident of Hagerstown, a small city in western Maryland surrounded by farmland. A traffic engineer by trade, he said he can relate to people dealing with high grocery bills and unaffordable housing.
"I have a history here," he said. "I've served in the community here."
But McClain Delaney, 60, argues she's more ideologically in line with most 6th District voters. She calls herself a "common sense, common ground" candidate. The daughter of an Idaho potato farmer, she says she can get Washington politicians to address the needs of working families.

    


McClain Delaney has attacked Parrott's record in the Maryland House of Delegates, particularly on issues impacting women. 
Parrott, in turn, has accused McClain Delaney of lying and taking things out of context. In an interview last week, Parrott said he supports the right to abortion in cases of rape, incest and when the mother's life is at risk. 
Tensions between the candidates erupted into a heated exchange during the last few minutes of a recent public forum. 
"Shame on her," Parrott said, pointing a finger at McClain Delaney, who denied putting out false information as members of the audience chanted and jeered.

    


The House seat was vacated by David Trone, who ran for Senate and lost to Angela Alsobrooks in the Democratic primary earlier this year.
The 6th District hasn't always favored Democrats. It was represented by Republican Roscoe Bartlett for 20 years before McClain Delaney's husband, John Delaney, won the seat in 2012 following a redistricting that helped Democrats. 
Seven of Maryland's eight House members are Democrats, as are the state's two senators. Three women are vying for open seats this election cycle. 
In Maryland's deep blue 3rd Congressional District, state Sen. Sarah Elfreth won a crowded Democratic primary. Her main rival was former U.S. Capitol police officer Harry Dunn, who defended the U.S. Capitol against Jan. 6 rioters. In 2018, Elfreth became the youngest woman elected to the state Senate. She's pledged to prioritize reproductive health and affordable child care.
Reproductive freedom is also at the forefront of the U.S. Senate race between former Republican Gov. Larry Hogan and Alsobrooks, a Democrat who argues women have too much at stake to risk losing Democrats' thin Senate majority. She said having more women at the table is a big deal.
"I believe it makes our policies more complete," she said in a recent interview. "And so this is a moment that gives us the opportunity to make sure that we are adding women -- mothers and daughters and sisters -- to the Senate to ensure that the variety of lived experiences are represented in that body."
___

This story has been corrected to reflect that Maryland's delegation has 10 members, not nine, and that there are nine Democrats, not eight, in the delegation
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            Netherland's Prime Minister Dick Schoof talks to journalists as he arrives to an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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            Denmark's Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen talks to journalists during an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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            Germany's Chancellor Olaf Scholz talks to journalists as he arrives to an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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            Lithuania's President Gitanas Nauseda talks to journalists as he arrives to an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- European Union leaders used a summit Thursday to seek ways to make the bloc a more hostile destination for migrants and asylum seekers following a recent surge in support for the extreme right, which has fomented opposition to foreigners. 
As the summit opened in Brussels, EU leaders were already looking at plans to speed up initiatives to get unwanted migrants out of the bloc and process asylum applications far outside their borders, seeking to buttress a reputation as a "Fortress Europe." 
"We see that there is a different mood in Europe," said Dutch Prime Minister Dick Schoof, who heads a government dominated by the party of far-right firebrand Geert Wilders. 
Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said that up to now, raising such issues was "a bit like shouting in an empty sports hall." Now, she added, "there are many countries that work together on this."

    


"A great number of Europeans are tired of us helping people from outside who commit crimes. Some are radicalized," she said. "It can't go on like this. Therefore, there is a limit as to how many people we can help."
The tenor of the debate is a far cry from 2015, less than a decade ago, when the EU was faced with a migration crisis. Well over a million migrants and refugees sought help then, mainly from the Middle East and Afghanistan. German Chancellor Angela Merkel, the EU's dominant national leader at the time, famously said, "We can manage that."




Now, EU leaders want to manage and seal off their borders ever more tightly, embracing initiatives that would have looked unacceptable only a few years ago.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In recent weeks, Poland has said it wants to temporarily suspend the right to asylum, Italy has opened two centers to process asylum seekers outside its borders in Albania, and Germany has reinstated border controls -- all of them measures going in the same direction. 

    


The plan lays out rules for the 27 member countries to handle people trying to enter without authorization, from how to screen them to establish whether they qualify for protection to deporting them if they're not allowed to stay. It also sets out a mechanism for burden-sharing, which has been rejected by Hungary and Poland. 
But with the extreme right surging in the EU parliamentary elections in June and in other polls in Germany and Austria since, migration remains a trigger button for leaders. 
Even if some 3.5 million migrants arrived legally in Europe in 2023, some 1 million others were on EU territory without permission. 
Politically, populist and hard right parties have had success in pushing for tougher migration rules, and after wins in German regional elections, Chancellor Olaf Scholz is feeling the heat too. 
He called the new EU asylum system "great progress" and pushed for it to be "introduced earlier everywhere in Europe."
He said individual countries' measures such as border controls introduced by Germany have led to "a significant reduction of irregular migration."
He insisted that "not everyone can come" and added, "the reduction of irregular migration is the precondition for the openness we need." 

    


EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen underscored that with an unusually detailed pre-summit letter to the leaders, insisting there was "no room for complacency" as she called for parts of the 2026 plan to be in place much sooner. 
She also extends it to setting up "innovative" projects, like Italy's outsourcing of asylum applications to Albania. "We will also be able to draw lessons from this experience in practice," von der Leyen wrote.
Schoof's Dutch government is looking at Uganda to set up the outsourcing. "These are innovative solutions that should in principle interest our colleagues here," he said.
Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk will also be presenting his plan to suspend the right for migrants to seek asylum, one of the fundamental rights established in Europe after World War II.
Poland has accused Belarus and Russia of organizing the mass transfer of migrants from the Middle East and Africa to the EU's eastern borders to destabilize the West. Tusk says it is part of a hybrid war as Moscow continues its nearly three-year full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

    


Even though Tusk was criticized by several human rights organizations, others have shown understanding for Poland's predicament. 

But EU nations have for years been deeply divided over how to deal with migrants arriving irregularly in the bloc and how to share the effort to deal with them, making it unlikely that any decisive action will come out of Thursday's summit. 
___
Corder reported from The Hague. Associated Press writers Jan M. Olsen in Copenhagen and Geir Moulson in Berlin contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's global migration coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/migration
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The Taliban say they are investigating reports of Afghan casualties on the Iran border
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                                        ISLAMABAD (AP) -- The Taliban said Thursday they are investigating reports of Afghan casualties on the Iran border. It's their first acknowledgement of the alleged killing and wounding of Afghan nationals by Iranian security forces in an attack Sunday. They previously described the reports as rumors.
Iran has denied any shooting took place near Saravan, a town in the country's restive southeastern province of Sistan and Baluchistan, which borders Taliban-ruled Afghanistan.
However, anti-Afghan migrant rhetoric has escalated in Iran in recent months as Western sanctions grind down its economy, with the country's police chief saying some 2 million migrants would be deported in the next six months.
HalVash, an advocacy group for the Baluch people that is broadly focused on Iran, has issued a series of reports about the shooting, citing two unidentified witnesses and others as claiming a death toll of at least dozens, with more wounded. It published images of what appeared to be several corpses and others with gunshot wounds. HalVash alleged that Iranian security forces used both firearms and rocket-propelled grenades in the attack.

    


Taliban chief spokesperson Zabihullah Mujahid said a high-ranking delegation was investigating the reported incident.




The delegation includes the deputy interior minister for security and representatives of different ministries, including defense and the General Intelligence Directorate.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"The delegation has been entrusted with the responsibility of conducting an exhaustive and meticulous investigation into the matter," Mujahid wrote on the social media platform X. "Since its assignment, the delegation has worked relentlessly to ascertain the facts. It is committed to providing clarity on this issue to the public at the earliest opportunity."
The Associated Press has been unable to independently confirm the attack. Verifying information remains difficult in Sistan and Baluchistan, which for decades has been home to a cross-border insurgency and violence involving heroin traffickers. 

    


The U.N. mission in Afghanistan called for a thorough and transparent investigation into the alleged incident. It said the rights of migrants, refugees and asylum seekers were protected by international law.
"UNAMA expresses its deep concern over disturbing reports of an incident on 14 to 15 October in Sistan province, Sarbaz district, Kala Gan border area of Iran, with allegations that a large group of Afghan migrants were opened fire on, resulting in deaths and injuries," the mission said.
On Wednesday, Iran began to push back on the reports. Gen. Reza Shojaei, a commander of the provincial border guard, called the reports of a shooting "basically false." Hassan Kazemi Ghomi, the Iranian president's special representative for Afghanistan affairs, also called the claims "not true" on X and blamed the story's spread on "the frenzy of the lying media."
Officials from Afghanistan's former Western-backed government said Iran must bring the perpetrators to justice.

    


Large numbers of Afghans have called Iran home for decades, from the 1979 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan through the first rule of the Taliban, the 2003 U.S.-led invasion and the 2021 Taliban takeover. The United Nations' refugee agency estimates 3.8 million displaced people live in Iran, the vast majority of them Afghans. Some in Iran suggest the number of Afghans is even higher.
Police and authorities are signaling they want to deport more Afghans. Iranian police chief Ahmad Reza Radan earlier this month said the country planned to deport 2 million undocumented migrants in the next six months, though he stopped short of identifying them as Afghans. He said some 500,000 already had been deported.

"We cannot allow some individuals to enter the country illegally, reside, and work," he said. "Citizens and business owners should know that employing these individuals and housing illegal foreign nationals is a crime."
___
Associated Press writer Jon Gambrell in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, contributed to this report.
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Georgia measure would cap increases in homes' taxable value to curb higher property taxes
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            FILE - A sign announcing a home for sale is posted outside a home Feb. 1, 2024, in Kennesaw, Ga., near Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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            People line up around the building at the Tucker-Reid H. Cofer branch of the Dekalb County Public Library on the first day of early voting, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024 in Tucker, Ga. (Matthew Pearson/WABE via AP)
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        Georgia measure would cap increases in homes' taxable value to curb higher property taxes

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            FILE - A sign announcing a home for sale is posted outside a home Feb. 1, 2024, in Kennesaw, Ga., near Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    FILE - A sign announcing a home for sale is posted outside a home Feb. 1, 2024, in Kennesaw, Ga., near Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            People line up around the building at the Tucker-Reid H. Cofer branch of the Dekalb County Public Library on the first day of early voting, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024 in Tucker, Ga. (Matthew Pearson/WABE via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    People line up around the building at the Tucker-Reid H. Cofer branch of the Dekalb County Public Library on the first day of early voting, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024 in Tucker, Ga. (Matthew Pearson/WABE via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            JEFF AMY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- For Georgians unhappy about rising property tax bills, lawmakers say they have a solution -- a limit on how much of a home's increasing value can be taxed.
With early balloting underway, voters are deciding on a state constitutional amendment that would limit increases in a home's value for property tax purposes to the broader rate of inflation each year.
Supporters say it will protect current homeowners from ever-higher property tax bills, but opponents warn that the caps will unfairly shift the burden onto new homeowners, renters and other property holders.
Georgia is one of eight states where voters will decide property tax measures Nov 5, a sign of how rising tax bills are influencing politics nationwide.
Most significant is North Dakota, where a referendum seeks to end the current property tax for all purposes except repaying existing debt. Many officials there, including traditionally low-tax Republicans, are fighting the measure, saying such a big change could disrupt essential state and local government services.

    


Questions are also on the ballot in Florida, Arizona, Colorado, Illinois, New Mexico and Wyoming.




With demand outweighing supply, housing prices are rising nationwide, and those increased values can show up in higher taxes. 
From 2018 to 2022, the total assessed value of property across Georgia rose by nearly 39%, according to figures from the Georgia Department of Revenue. Most governments pocketed increased revenues without raising tax rates, boosting employee pay and other spending. Statewide property tax collections rose 41% from 2018 to 2022.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Lawmakers got an earful from constituents and responded with the proposed constitutional amendment. State Senate Finance Committee Chairman Chuck Hufstetler, a Rome Republican who helped write it, calls increases based on higher valuations "a backdoor tax increase."

    


"I think that some of our homeowners, particularly the elderly, are getting taxed out of their homes," Hufstetler said. "They don't even have an income anymore, but yet their taxes are going sky high."
The protection would last as long as someone owns their home. The assessed value would reset to the market value when a home is sold.
Dozens of Georgia counties, cities and school systems already operate under similar local assessment caps.
There's little opposition, and early voters interviewed this week were universally favorable. Brad Turney, who owns a condo in Atlanta's Midtown neighborhood, was among supporters.
"I don't want it to get out of hand, and I think this might be helpful," Turney said after voting in suburban Sandy Springs.
But school systems have been wary, warning that the cap could starve them of needed funds. That's especially true because most school districts can't raise property tax rates above a certain level.
To ease schools' concerns, the measure gives local governments and school districts until March 1 to opt out. Any that do not would be permanently governed by the cap. 
"You only have one time to opt out, and then you're done," said John Zauner, executive director of the Georgia School Superintendents Association. He expects many systems could exit.

    


Hufstetler said it would be a "mistake" to opt out.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Assessment caps lead to disparities, with people paying higher taxes than their neighbors just because they bought a house later. Audrey Yushkov, a senior policy analyst with the Tax Foundation, warned that the measure could make purchasing a home more difficult in the future, because new buyers would face higher bills and longtime owners would have an incentive to stay in their current houses to keep their tax bills low. The Tax Foundation is a Washington, D.C.-based group that is traditionally skeptical of tax hikes.
"There is this lock-in effect for current homeowners and a lock-out effect for new homebuyers," Yushkov said.
Those effects are rampant in California, which pioneered an even stricter assessment cap, Proposition 13, in 1978.
Yushkov also noted that higher tax bills would be passed on to renters because the amendment doesn't shield apartments and other commercial property from higher assessments.


    


The measure also includes a provision letting city and county governments increase sales taxes by a penny on every $1 of sales to replace property taxes. Hufstetler lauded that provision, saying it would allow governments to tax visitors to pay for local services. But Yushkov called it a loser, saying property taxes are more transparent because people get one big yearly bill and because the services are clearly linked to the taxes.
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            Voters wait outside of the Franklin County Board of Elections for the first day of in person early voting in Columbus, Ohio, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)
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            Voters enter the early voting center for the first day of in person early voting at the Franklin County Board of Elections in Columbus, Ohio, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)
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            A person walks in to register on the first day of early voting for the 2024 Presidential General Election, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            An application for early voting is on display during the first day of early voting for the 2024 Presidential General Election, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            People walk by an early voting sign on the first day of early voting for the 2024 Presidential General Election, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            A person skateboards past a sign for early voting for the 2024 Presidential General Election, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            24 of 25 | 
            Minneapolis voter Scott Graham touches his heart while wearing an early voting sticker as he is interviewed at the City of Minneapolis early voting center, Friday, September 20, 2024, in Minneapolis, Minn. (AP Photo/Adam Bettcher)
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            "I Voted Early" stickers sit in a bucket by the ballot box at the City of Minneapolis early voting center, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in St. Paul, Minn. In-person voting in the 2024 presidential contest begins Friday in three states, including Democratic vice presidential candidate Tim Walz's home state of Minnesota, with just over six weeks left before Election Day. (AP Photo/Adam Bettcher)
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            Chris Mamani from the Orange County Supervisor of Elections Office sets up voting booths at the Orange County Public Library South Creek branch in Orlando, Fla., Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024. (Joe Burbank/Orlando Sentinel via AP)
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            Voters enter the early voting center for the first day of in person early voting at the Franklin County Board of Elections in Columbus, Ohio, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)
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            A person walks in to register on the first day of early voting for the 2024 Presidential General Election, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            An application for early voting is on display during the first day of early voting for the 2024 Presidential General Election, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            People walk by an early voting sign on the first day of early voting for the 2024 Presidential General Election, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            People check in on the first day of early voting for the 2024 Presidential General Election, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            A person skateboards past a sign for early voting for the 2024 Presidential General Election, Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024 in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Minneapolis voter Scott Graham touches his heart while wearing an early voting sticker as he is interviewed at the City of Minneapolis early voting center, Friday, September 20, 2024, in Minneapolis, Minn. (AP Photo/Adam Bettcher)
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            "I Voted Early" stickers sit in a bucket by the ballot box at the City of Minneapolis early voting center, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024, in St. Paul, Minn. In-person voting in the 2024 presidential contest begins Friday in three states, including Democratic vice presidential candidate Tim Walz's home state of Minnesota, with just over six weeks left before Election Day. (AP Photo/Adam Bettcher)
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New Mexico governor rescinds emergency health order that suspended gun rights in playgrounds
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                                        SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) -- Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham announced Wednesday that she has ended an emergency public health order that suspended the right to carry guns at public parks and playgrounds in New Mexico's largest metro area.
The original public health order in September 2023 ignited a furor of public protests, prompted Republican calls for the governor's impeachment and widened divisions among top Democratic officials. It also sought to strengthen oversight of firearms sales and monitor illicit drug use at public schools through the testing of wastewater -- before expiring on Saturday without renewal.
"I have decided to allow the public health order to expire, but our fight to protect New Mexico communities from the dangers posed by guns and illegal drugs will continue," Lujan Grisham said.
She described strides toward reducing gun violence through gun buy-back programs, increased arrests, the distribution of free gun-storage locks and a larger inmate population at a county detention facility in Albuquerque.

    


The governor's initial order would have suspended gun-carry rights in most public places in the Albuquerque area, but was scaled back to public parks and playgrounds with an exception to ensure access to a municipal shooting range park. Lujan Grisham said she was responding to a series of shootings around the state that left children dead.




Gun rights advocates filed an array of lawsuits and court motions aimed at blocking gun restrictions that they say would deprive Albuquerque-area residents of 2nd Amendment rights to carry in public for self-defense. The implications for pending lawsuits in federal court were unclear.


    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The standoff was one of many in the wake of a 2022 U.S. Supreme Court decision expanding gun rights, as leaders in politically liberal-leaning states explore new avenues for restrictions.
The gun restrictions were tied to a statistical threshold for violent crime that applied only to Albuquerque and the surrounding area.
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            Ukrainian soldiers fighting Russian forces on Wednesday reacted to President Volodymyr Zelenskyy's five-point plan aimed at prompting Russia to end the war through negotiations. (AP video shot by Vasilisa Stepanenko/Production by Volodymyr Yurchuk)
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            In this photo provided by the Press Service Of The President Of Ukraine on Oct. 16, 2024, Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speaks to parliamentarians at Verkhovna Rada in Kyiv, Ukraine. (Press Service Of The President Of Ukraine via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 9 | 
            In this photo provided by the Press Service Of The President Of Ukraine on Oct. 16, 2024, Head of Ukrainian Presidential Office Andriy Yermak,left, and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of Ukraine General Oleksandr Syrskyi,center, listen a speech of Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at Verkhovna Rada in Kyiv, Ukraine. (Press Service Of The President Of Ukraine via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 9 | 
            In this photo provided by the Press Service Of The President Of Ukraine on Oct. 16, 2024, Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy listens to the national anthem before his speech at Verkhovna Rada in Kyiv, Ukraine. (Press Service Of The President Of Ukraine via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Press Service Of The President Of Ukraine on Oct. 16, 2024, Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy listens to the national anthem before his speech at Verkhovna Rada in Kyiv, Ukraine. (Press Service Of The President Of Ukraine via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Press Service Of The President Of Ukraine on Oct. 16, 2024, Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speaks to parliamentarians at Verkhovna Rada in Kyiv, Ukraine. (Press Service Of The President Of Ukraine via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Press Service Of The President Of Ukraine on Oct. 16, 2024, Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speaks to parliamentarians at Verkhovna Rada in Kyiv, Ukraine. (Press Service Of The President Of Ukraine via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Press Service Of The President Of Ukraine on Oct. 16, 2024, Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speaks to parliamentarians at Verkhovna Rada in Kyiv, Ukraine. (Press Service Of The President Of Ukraine via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 9 | 
            In this photo provided by the Press Service Of The President Of Ukraine on Oct. 16, 2024, Head of Ukrainian Presidential Office Andriy Yermak,left, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of Ukraine General Oleksandr Syrskyi, Lieutenant Generel Bargilevich Anatoly Chief of the General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, Oleksandr Lytvynenko Head of Foreign Intelligence Service of Ukraine, Maj. Gen. Vasyl Maliuk Chief of Ukraine's Security Service, Maj. Gen. Kyrylo Budanov, Ukraine's military intelligence chief, listen a speech of Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at Verkhovna Rada in Kyiv, Ukraine. (Press Service Of The President Of Ukraine via AP)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has partially revealed his five-point plan aimed at prompting Russia to end the war through negotiations. A key element would be a formal invitation into NATO, which Western backers have been reluctant to consider until after the war ends.
Zelenskyy outlined the plan to Ukraine's Parliament on Wednesday without disclosing confidential elements that have been presented in private to key allies, including the United States.
Here's what we know:
Invitation to NATO
The plan's first section involves formally inviting Ukraine to join NATO in the near future. 
While this doesn't mean Ukraine would become a member until after the war ends, it would signal a "testament of determination" and demonstrate how Western partners view Ukraine within the "security architecture," Zelenskyy said.
"For decades, Russia has exploited the geopolitical uncertainty in Europe, particularly the fact that Ukraine is not a NATO member," Zelenskyy said. "This has tempted Russia to encroach upon our security."

    


He described the invitation to join NATO as "truly fundamental for peace" in Ukraine.




NATO partners have been reluctant to invite Ukraine to join while the war is ongoing, and Zelenskyy's request for an invitation puts the military alliance in a difficult position. 
Since the onset of the full-scale invasion in 2022, the alliance has faced challenges in finding ways to bring Ukraine closer without formally extending an invitation.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
At their summit in Washington in July, NATO's 32 members declared Ukraine on an "irreversible" path to membership. But any decision on offering to start membership talks is not likely before the next summit in the Netherlands in June.
Defense
The second section, entitled defense, focuses on strengthening Ukraine's capability to reclaim territory and "to bring the war back to the Russian territory."

    


It includes the continuation of military operations in Russia with the aim of strengthening Ukraine's ability to repel Russian forces from occupied territories in Ukraine.
It also would involve enhancing air defense and jointly intercepting Russian missiles and drones with neighboring countries along the international border. Ukraine wants to expand the use of Ukrainian drones and missiles, and lift restrictions on using Western-supplied weapons for long-range strikes against military infrastructure inside Russia.
Ukraine also seeks greater access to a broader range of intelligence from allies and real-time satellite data. This section of the plan has confidential elements accessible only to allies with the "relevant assistance potential," Zelenskyy said.
He said Ukraine has been providing its partners "with a clear justification of what its goals are, how they intend to achieve them, and how much this will reduce Russia's ability to continue the war."
Western partners have been wary of Ukraine using donated weapons in anything but a defensive capacity, for fear of being drawn into the conflict. 
Ukraine has long been lobbying for the U.S. to drop its restrictions on using long-range Western weapons to strike deep inside Russia, but the Biden administration's red line remained unchanged even after Zelenskyy's recent visit to Washington, D.C.

    


Deterrence
In the deterrence section of the plan, Ukraine calls for deploying "a comprehensive non-nuclear deterrence package on its territory that would be sufficient to protect the country from any military threat posed by Russia."
Zelenskyy did not elaborate on the details of such a non-nuclear deterrence, but he said it would be used against specific Russian military targets, meaning that Russia would "face the loss of its war machine." 
He said this capability would limit Russia's options for continuing its aggression and prod it into engaging in a fair diplomatic process to resolve the war. 
Classified elements of this section have been shared with the United States, the United Kingdom, France, Italy, and Germany, he said. Other countries capable of contributing also would be briefed, Zelenskyy said. 

    


Economy
The fourth section focuses on developing Ukraine's strategic economic potential and strengthening sanctions against Russia.
Zelenskyy highlighted that Ukraine is rich in natural resources, including critically important metals "worth trillions of U.S. dollars," such as uranium, titanium, lithium, graphite, etc.
"Ukraine's deposits of critical resources, combined with its globally significant potential in energy and food production, are among Russia's key objectives in this war," he said. But it also "represents our opportunity for growth."
The economic component of the plan also includes a confidential addendum shared only with selected partners, he said.
"Ukraine offers ... a special agreement for the joint protection of Ukraine's critical resources, shared investment, and use of its economic potential," he said. "This, too, is peace through strength -- economic strength."

    


Post-war period
The fifth section is geared toward the post-war period. Zelenskyy stated that Ukraine will have a big army of experienced military personnel after the war.

"These are our soldiers -- warriors who will possess real experience in modern warfare, successful use of Western weaponry, and extensive interaction with NATO forces," he said. "This Ukrainian experience should be used to strengthen the alliance's defense and ensure security in Europe. It's a worthy mission for our heroes."
He also mentioned that, with partners' approval, Ukrainian units could replace certain U.S. military contingents stationed in Europe.
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            FILE - A jogger runs in front of the Phillips 66 refinery, July 16, 2014, in the Wilmington area of Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)
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            FILE - The Phillips 66 refinery is shown, July 16, 2014 in the Wilmington area of Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Oil company Phillips 66 announced Wednesday that it plans to shut down a Los Angeles-area refinery by the end of 2025, citing market concerns.
The refinery accounts for about 8% of California's refining capacity, according to the state's Energy Commission. The company said it will remain operating in the state. 
"With the long-term sustainability of our Los Angeles Refinery uncertain and affected by market dynamics, we are working with leading land development firms to evaluate the future use of our unique and strategically located properties near the Port of Los Angeles," CEO Mark Lashier said in a statement. "Phillips 66 remains committed to serving California and will continue to take the necessary steps to meet our commercial and customer demands."
The closure will impact 600 employees and 300 contractors who help operate the refinery, the company said in a news release. The refinery consists of two facilities that were built more than a century ago.

    


The announcement comes days after Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom signed a law aimed at preventing gas prices from spiking at the pump. The law authorizes energy regulators to require refineries to maintain a certain level of fuel on hand. The goal is to avoid sudden increases in gas prices when refineries go offline for maintenance.




Phillips 66's decision to close was not related to the new law, the company said. It said it supported the state's efforts to keep certain levels of fuel on hand to meet consumer needs. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The company also operates a refinery near San Francisco that accounts for about 5% of California's refining capacity, according to the state Energy Commission. Phillips 66 Santa Maria, a refinery that was located about 62 miles (100 kilometers) northwest of Santa Barbara, shut down in 2023 after the company announced plans to convert its San Francisco-area site into "one of the world's largest renewable fuels facilities."

    


Newsom has applied pressure on lawmakers to pass oil and gas regulations. He called the state Legislature into a special session in 2022 to pass legislation aimed at cracking down on oil companies for making too much money. The Democrat often touts California's status as a climate leader. The state has passed policies in recent years to phase out the the sale of new fossil fuel-powered lawn mowers, cars, big rigs and trains.
___

This story has been corrected to show that the Los Angeles-area refinery accounts for about 8% of California's refining capacity, not that it produces that amount of the state's crude oil. It has corrected the same error for the San Francisco-area refinery.
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            Republican vice presidential candidate JD Vance, an Ohio Senator, is the best-selling author of "Hillbilly Elegy."
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            Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, speaks during a campaign event, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Williamsport, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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                                        In the months since he became Donald Trump 's running mate, Ohio Sen. JD Vance has repeatedly deflected questions about whether the Republican presidential nominee lost the 2020 election, saying he was focused on the future. 
During a rally in Pennsylvania on Wednesday, where Vance was asked by a reporter about his lack of straight answers so far, he was more declarative.
"What message do you think it sends to independent voters when you do not directly answer the question 'Did Donald Trump lose in 2020?'" the reporter asked, eliciting boos from the crowd before Vance responded, saying he has answered the question "a million times."
"No. I think there were serious problems in 2020," Vance said. "So, did Donald Trump lose the election? Not by the words that I would use, OK?"
The answer was the most specific Vance has been on the subject, and a departure from the series of evasions he has offered about the election Trump continues to say without evidence was decided fraudulently in favor of Democrat Joe Biden. 

    


During a debate with Democratic vice presidential nominee Tim Walz this month, Vance was asked about the 2020 election but responded that he was "focused on the future." 




Vance's refusal to say whether Trump lost was widely considered his weakest debate moment with Walz, the governor of Minnesota, who called the response "a damning non-answer." The campaign for Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris quickly turned the exchange into a television ad.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
During an interview with The New York Times, Vance refused five times to acknowledge Biden won. 
Trump's continued denial that he lost the election to Biden is a widely held opinion among the Republican's base of supporters. He warned an audience in Nevada last week, "We never want to have happen what happened in 2020."

Trump has continued to say without evidence that he expects his opponents to "cheat" in the 2024 election and has urged his supporters to turn out in numbers to make his vote tally "too big to rig." 
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            United States Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell attends a trilateral meeting with South Korea's First Vice Foreign Minister Kim Hong-kyun, unseen, and Japan's Vice Foreign Minister Masataka Okano, unseen, at the Foreign Ministry in Seoul Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (Jung Yeon-je/Pool Photo via AP)
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            South Korea's First Vice Foreign Minister Kim Hong-kyun, center, attends a trilateral meeting with United States Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell, unseen, and Japan's Vice Foreign Minister Masataka Okano, unseen, at the Foreign Ministry in Seoul Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (Jung Yeon-je/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Japan's Vice Foreign Minister Masataka Okano, right, attends a trilateral meeting with South Korea's First Vice Foreign Minister Kim Hong-kyun, unseen, and United States Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell, unseen, at the Foreign Ministry in Seoul Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (Jung Yeon-je/Pool Photo via AP)
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            South Korea's First Vice Foreign Minister Kim Hong-kyun, center, poses for photos with United States Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell, right, and Japan's Vice Foreign Minister Masataka Okano during their trilateral meeting at the Foreign Ministry in Seoul Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (Jung Yeon-je/Pool Photo via AP)
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            South Korea's First Vice Foreign Minister Kim Hong-kyun, right, shakes hands with United States Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell during their meeting at the Foreign Ministry in Seoul Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (Jung Yeon-je/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- The U.S. and its allies are "alarmed" by North Korea's nuclear and missile threats as well as its increasing military support for Russia's war in Ukraine, a senior U.S. official said Wednesday, but couldn't confirm Ukrainian claims that North Korean soldiers were sent to fight for Moscow. 
U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell spoke with reporters following discussions with South Korean and Japanese counterparts on reinvigorating an international pressure campaign against North Korea, which faltered in recent years amid a deepening divide at the U.N. Security Council.
Earlier on Wednesday, Washington, Seoul and Tokyo announced plans with eight Western governments to launch a new multinational team to monitor the enforcement of sanctions against North Korea.
Russia in March vetoed a U.N. resolution in a move that effectively abolished monitoring by U.N. experts of Security Council sanctions against North Korea. It prompted Western accusations that Moscow was acting to shield its arms purchases from Pyongyang to fuel its war in Ukraine.

    


Campbell said there are signs that North Korea was increasing its support of materials, including artillery and missiles, for Russia's war on Ukraine, which he said was "creating further instability in Europe." He said the U.S. was still evaluating reports that North Korea was also sending personnel.




"We are concerned by them and ... we agreed that we will continue to monitor the situation closely," Campbell said about the claims.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has said that North Korea is sending military personnel to help Russia's war effort, without providing details. Ukrainian media reported earlier this month that six North Koreans were among those killed after a Ukrainian missile strike in the partially occupied eastern Donetsk region on Oct. 3.
North Korea has also been making increasingly provocative threats against rival South Korea, including accusing the South of infiltrating drones to drop anti-North Korean propaganda leaflets over Pyongyang and threatening to attack if it happens again.

    


North Korea on Tuesday blew up the northern sections of unused road and rail routes that once linked it with South Korea, in a choreographed demolition demonstrating its growing anger with South Korea's conservative government.
Tensions on the Korean Peninsula have spiked since 2022, as North Korean leader Kim Jong Un used Russia's war on Ukraine as a window to dial up his weapons testing activities and threats. Washington, Seoul and Tokyo have strengthened their combined military exercises in response and took steps to sharpen their nuclear deterrence strategies built around strategic U.S. assets.
Following his talks with Campbell and Japanese Vice Foreign Minister Masataka Okano, South Korean Vice Foreign Minister Kim Hong Kyun said that the countries condemn the North's "intentional moves to create tensions."
"We have agreed to maintain a solid South Korea-U.S. combined posture to respond firmly to North Korean provocations and strengthen security cooperation through close coordination between South Korea, the U.S., and Japan," Kim said.

    


The diplomats issued a joint statement condemning North Korea over its nuclear and missile developments, deepening military cooperation with Russia and various illicit activities to fund its weapons program and highlighted United States' "ironclad" commitment to defend its allies.
The statement also reflected growing regional tensions with China. 

The diplomats expressed their opposition to "any unilateral attempts to change the status quo" in Indo-Pacific waters and "unlawful maritime claims" in the South China Sea. They also criticized China's recent drills around Taiwan and stressed that "no further actions should be taken that could undermine peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait."
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            Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Wednesday presented part of Ukraine's "Victory Plan" in the Verkhovna Rada, Ukraine's Parliament. Major points of the plan include an invitation for Ukraine to join NATO and permission to use Western-supplied longer-range missiles to strike military targets deep inside Russian territory -- steps that have been met with reluctance by Kyiv's allies so far.
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            FILE - Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg wrap up a joint press conference on July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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            NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte speaks to the media after a meeting with Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at 10 Downing Street in London, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024.(AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- NATO showed no sign Wednesday it would invite Ukraine to join anytime soon as allies sought more information from Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy about his "victory plan" for ending the war with Russia.
The plan centers on a request for NATO to move forward on the "accelerated" membership application that Zelenskyy made two years ago to seek protection under the military alliance's security umbrella after Russia launched its full-scale invasion.
NATO's credibility is based on its collective security guarantee, Article 5 of its founding treaty. It's a commitment by all 32 member countries to come to the aid of any member whose sovereignty or territory might be under attack.
However, it does not apply to a partner country like Ukraine.
NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte declined to welcome the "victory plan," saying only that he and the allies "take note" of it. He did not discuss when Ukraine might join the world's biggest military alliance, beyond insisting that it would become a member.

    


"The plan has many aspects and many political and military issues we really need to hammer out with the Ukrainians to understand what is behind it, to see what we can do, what we cannot do," Rutte said in his muted response at NATO headquarters in Brussels.




"We are in close contact with allies, with Ukraine, to see how we can take next steps," he added. He declined to provide details about what more NATO wants to know, telling reporters only: "I cannot give you all the insights about that."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
For now, Rutte said, the focus must be on helping Ukraine to win back more territory and strengthen its hand for any future peace negotiations.
Zelenskyy is due to explain elements of his plan on Thursday to leaders of the European Union, most of whom also stand among NATO's ranks.
It all comes at a dark time for Ukraine. Its troops are struggling to hold off better manned and equipped Russian forces, especially in the eastern Donetsk region where they are gradually being pushed back. Kyiv is surviving with Western help, but Ukraine says it is coming too slowly.

    


While outlining his plan on Wednesday, Zelenskyy told Ukrainian lawmakers that granting the country a NATO invitation would be a "testament of (allies') determination" to support its efforts.
"An invitation is a strong decision that requires nothing but determination," he said.
Ukraine's future in NATO is something the alliance has weighed for 16 years.
At their summit in Washington in July, the 32 members declared Ukraine on an "irreversible" path to membership. To the uninitiated, however, little seems to have progressed since NATO leaders promised Ukraine and Georgia in 2008 that "these countries will become members of NATO" one day.
For now, NATO is in a holding pattern. Its biggest and most powerful member, the United States, is facing a presidential election. European allies expect little movement on Ukraine until a new president takes office in January.
Beyond that, the United States and European heavyweight Germany remain deeply concerned about being dragged into a wider war with nuclear-armed Russia, and they lead a group of countries that oppose allowing Ukraine to join NATO until the conflict ends.

In any case, NATO diplomats said, Ukraine's borders would need to be clearly demarcated before it could join so that there can be no mistaking where the Article 5 guarantee would come into effect.
Russian troops have seized about 20% of the country.
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Judge in Trump election case orders prosecutors to look for, produce info from Pence documents probe
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                    FILE - Special counsel Jack Smith speaks to the media about an indictment of former President Donald Trump, Aug. 1, 2023, in Washington. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The federal judge overseeing the election interference case against Donald Trump directed prosecutors Wednesday to search for and provide to the former president's lawyers any Justice Department information related to a separate investigation into Mike Pence's handling of classified documents.
Trump's lawyers had argued that that information could be relevant to their defense to the extent it shows that Pence, Trump's vice president, had "an incentive to curry favor with authorities" and implicate Trump while facing his own investigation into the retention of classified documents in his Indiana home.
Special counsel Jack Smith's team has said it had no involvement in the Pence investigation and has "no discoverable information" on the case "beyond what has been publicly reported." 
But U.S. District Judge Tanya Chutkan ordered Smith's team to look for and produce any additional records on the investigation, noting that defense lawyers are entitled to cite evidence of a witness's uncharged conduct as a way to undermine that witness's credibility.

    


"Defendant is correct that information suggesting a potential witness's motives for implicating him may be material," Chutkan wrote.




The judge's order, though, mostly rejected the categories of information that Trump had sought from prosecutors, saying his lawyers failed to make the case that it was relevant to his defense against charges that he illegally schemed to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
That includes a wide swath of documents related to that election and the Jan. 6, 2021, riot including information related to security at the Capitol and any details about undercover government agents who may have been there. 
Trump also unsuccessfully sought a complete version of the U.S. intelligence community's assessment that Russia had interfered in the 2016 presidential election, as well as information regarding foreign actors' efforts to influence the 2020 election to support the defense's argument that "Trump and others acted in good faith even if certain reports were ultimately determined to be inaccurate."

    


But the judge said details about foreign entities working to influence the American public in 2020 had no bearing on the current case.
"Whether Defendant sought to undermine public confidence in the election to legitimize or otherwise further his criminal conspiracies does not depend on whether other nations also tried to achieve similar results for their own purposes," the judge wrote.
Pence appeared before a grand jury investigating Trump in April 2023 after a federal appeals court rejected an effort by Trump's lawyers to block his testimony on executive privilege grounds. That June, Justice Department officials informed his lawyers that he would not face any criminal charges following the discovery months earlier of about a dozen documents with classified markings at his home.
No evidence ever emerged to suggest that Pence intentionally hid documents from the government or even knew they were in his home, so there was never an expectation that he would face charges.

    


The two other buckets of information that Chutkan directed prosecutors to produce relate to any details Trump was given during a meeting with military officials about security measures that would be in place at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, and information that a former director of national intelligence reviewed before he was interviewed by prosecutors.
It's unclear when or even if the election interference case will reach trial in light of a Supreme Court opinion from July that conferred broad immunity on former presidents and narrowed the scope of allegations against Trump. 

Chutkan is now tasked with determining which of the prosecution's claims against Trump can remain part of the case and which must be discarded, a process that will almost certainly result in further appeals.
If Trump is elected, his new attorney general will presumably seek the dismissal of the case.
___
Associated Press reporter Alanna Durkin Richer contributed from Washington. 
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Harris campaign calls plagiarism claims a partisan attack. Expert says it was 'sloppy writing'
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                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks to the media before boarding Air Force Two on departure from Detroit, at Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Democratic presidential candidate Kamala Harris' campaign is dismissing accusations that she and a co-author plagiarized parts of a 2009 book on the U.S. criminal justice system as a desperate attempt by "rightwing operatives" to distract voters. 
Plagiarism experts and academics who reviewed the claims said several were benign or could not be proven, and others were more due to careless writing than malicious intent. 
The allegations surrounding the book, "Smart on Crime: A Career Prosecutor's Plan to Make Us Safer," surfaced Monday when conservative activist Christopher Rufo posted an article on his Substack platform that listed a handful of passages he said were copied from other sources without any or adequate attribution. 
"Taken in total, there is certainly a breach of standards here," Rufo wrote. "Harris and her co-author duplicated long passages nearly verbatim without proper citation and without quotation marks, which is the textbook definition of plagiarism."

    


James Singer, a spokesman for the Harris campaign, said in an emailed statement that the plagiarism allegations represent a partisan attack on a book Harris co-authored more than a decade ago.




"Rightwing operatives are getting desperate as they see the bipartisan coalition of support Vice President Harris is building to win this election, as (former president Donald) Trump retreats to a conservative echo chamber refusing to face questions about his lies," Singer wrote. "This is a book that's been out for 15 years, and the vice president clearly cited sources and statistics in footnotes and endnotes throughout." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Rufo's article cited a new study of Harris' 248-page book by Stefan Weber, an Austrian academic known in Europe as a "plagiarism hunter." Among the findings, the book plagiarized a section from a Wikipedia article and made up a childhood anecdote that originated with Martin Luther King Jr., according to Weber. 

    


Trump's running mate, Ohio Republican Sen. JD Vance, seized on the allegations to needle Harris.
"Hi, I'm JD Vance. I wrote my own book, unlike Kamala Harris, who copied hers from Wikipedia," he wrote on X. Vance's 2016 memoir, " Hillbilly Elegy " recounts his blue-collar upbringing in Kentucky and Ohio.
The allegation involving King centers on a story Harris said her mother told her about a time when she was fussing as a toddler. Her mother, according to the book, asked her what was wrong and what she wanted. "I wailed back, 'Fweedom,'" Harris wrote. Weber said Harris appropriated the anecdote, without attribution, from an interview King gave in 1965.
But other plagiarism experts questioned the severity of the claims. Jonathan Bailey, a consultant and publisher of the website Plagiarism Today, said in a Tuesday post that the King story allegation first arose in early 2021 and couldn't be proven based on available evidence. But several other plagiarism accusations are more troublesome, he said, including Weber's allegation that Harris' book copied and pasted, without citation, a section of a Wikipedia article.

    


But the patterns in the book point to "sloppy writing habits, not a malicious intent to defraud," he said.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"Though some of the passages, such as the Wikipedia one, are sloppy to the point of negligence, when you look at the portion of the book involved, the nature of the issues, and the citations provided, negligence remains more likely than malice in my eyes," Bailey wrote.
Miguel Roig, a psychology professor at St. John's University in New York who studies plagiarism in the sciences, said the lapses described by Weber meet the definition of plagiarism. But, he added, context is important. The problematic passages amount to a small total of the overall book and "hardly seems like an attempt to defraud," he said.
"Any time minor issues like these occur, the offending authors should simply acknowledge the obvious errors, apologize, and make corrections where feasible, and just move on," Roig said.
Harris wrote "Smart on Crime" when she was the district attorney for San Francisco. The book spelled out her ideas for improving public safety and making the criminal justice system more effective. In 2010, a year after the book was published, she was elected attorney general of California. 

    


Harris' co-author, Joan O'C. Hamilton, works as a book collaborator and ghostwriter, according to her website. 
Weber, the plagiarism researcher in Austria, said in an email that much of the work to check Harris's book was done by an associate whom he did not identify. But he said the associate was "driven by personal choice and interest, not by political motivations." This was Weber's first "international case," he said.
He also said he was unaware until the Harris review had been released that Trump, the Republican presidential nominee, had published books.

    


"Every scientist can feel free to check the books of Donald Trump or whomsoever as we did it with Kamala Harris," Weber said.

Debora Weber-Wulff, a professor of media and computing at Berlin University of Applied Sciences in Germany and no relation to Weber, sided with Bailey's assessment and said the book's publisher would have to decide whether any problems justify removing it from sales. Any legal action is unlikely because the original author of the plagiarized content would have to pursue a potentially costly lawsuit.
"No one in their right mind would invite a suit like this," Weber-Wulff said. "Only the lawyers profit." 
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2 election officials in a rural Virginia city sue the state over ballot-counting machines

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            OLIVIA DIAZ

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            

                             
                            
                                
                                    
    
        


    

                                
                            
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        RICHMOND, Va. (AP) -- Two Republican election officials said in a recent lawsuit that they will not certify the results of the Nov. 5 election in a rural Virginia city unless the ballots are hand-counted, perpetuating a false notion that machines tallying the votes can be manipulated. 
The suit against the Virginia Department of Elections and Elections Board was filed earlier this month in Waynesboro, Virginia, by the city's election board chair Curtis Lilly and vice chair Scott Mares. In the complaint, Lilly and Mares argued that election officials do not have access to the votes tallied by machines, which they allege prevents them from verifying "the results of the voting machine's secret canvass." 
The counting system, Lilly and Mares argued, violates a provision of the state Constitution that stipulates such machines must be in public view. 

    


"As Electoral Board members are prohibited from hand-counting ballots, we cannot ensure that the vote tally produced by the voting machines matches the votes memorialized on the case paper ballots," Mares said in an affidavit sent to The Associated Press.




The electoral board members filed the lawsuit in Waynesboro District Court. The Office of the Attorney General, which is defending the Department of Elections and State Board of Elections, declined to comment on pending litigation.
The lawsuit comes as election conspiracy theorists across the U.S. are moving to support hand-counted ballots, nearly four years after former President Donald Trump falsely claimed the past election was stolen from him. But research shows that hand-counting is more prone to error, costlier and likely to delay results.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
In Virginia, voters cast paper ballots that are subsequently counted by machine. In August, Republican Gov. Glenn Youngkin filed an executive order that mandated the machines are tested before every election and never connected to the internet. In that same order, Youngkin required officials to make daily updates to voter lists to remove ineligible voters, a move that the U.S. Justice Department alleged in a recent suit violated federal law. 

    


"The Virginia model for Election Security works," Youngkin said in a statement in August. "This isn't a Democrat or Republican issue, it's an American and Virginian issue."
___

Olivia Diaz is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on under-covered issues.
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Navy finds wreckage of fighter jet that crashed during training in Washington state
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            An EA-18G Growler engine's thrust with afterburner propels its takeoff with a loud roar from Naval Air Station Whidbey Island during an exercise, March 10, 2016. (Ken Lambert/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            An EA-18G Growler takes off from Naval Air Station Whidbey Island during an exercise, March 10, 2016. (Ken Lambert/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            FILE - Mount Rainier is pictured Sept. 21, 2023, at Mount Rainier National Park, from Sunrise, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)
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            EA-18G Growlers, with some of San Juan Islands in the background, prepare for an exercise at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, March 10, 2016. (Ken Lambert/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            An EA-18G Growler takes off from Naval Air Station Whidbey Island during an exercise, March 10, 2016. (Ken Lambert/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            FILE - Mount Rainier is pictured Sept. 21, 2023, at Mount Rainier National Park, from Sunrise, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)
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            EA-18G Growlers, with some of San Juan Islands in the background, prepare for an exercise at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, March 10, 2016. (Ken Lambert/The Seattle Times via AP)
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                                        The U.S. Navy located the wreckage Wednesday of a fighter jet that crashed in Washington state during a routine training flight in mountainous terrain. The two crew members onboard remain missing. 
The EA-18G Growler jet from the Electronic Attack Squadron crashed east of Mount Rainier at about 3:23 p.m. Tuesday, according to Whidbey Island Naval Air Station. Search teams, including a U.S. Navy MH-60S helicopter, launched from NAS Whidbey Island to try to find the crew and examine the crash site.
Aerial search crews located the wreckage at about 12:30 p.m. Wednesday, Mike Welding, spokesperson for the air station, said in a statement. The crash site was on a mountainside east of Mount Rainier, he said. The status of the crew was unknown. The Navy plans to deploy search teams into the remote area that is not accessible by motorized vehicles. Snow is expected in the Cascades through the weekend. 

    


Navy officials said they didn't know if the two crew members managed to eject before the crash, which remains under investigation.
The EA-18G Growler is similar to the F/A-18F Super Hornet and includes sophisticated electronic warfare devices. Most of the Growler squadrons are based at Whidbey Island. One squadron is based at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.




The "Zappers" were recently deployed on the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
The search Wednesday was happening in rainy and cloudy weather near Mount Rainier, a towering active volcano that is blanketed in snowfields and glaciers year-round.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The first production of the Growler was delivered to Whidbey Island in 2008. In the last 15 years, it has operated around the globe supporting major actions, the Navy said. The plane seats a pilot in front and an electronics operator behind them. 
"The EA-18G Growler aircraft we fly represents the most advanced technology in airborne Electronic Attack and stands as the Navy's first line of defense in hostile environments," the Navy said on its website. Each aircraft costs about $67 million. 

    


Military aircraft training exercises and travel can be dangerous and sometimes result in crashes, injuries and deaths.
In May, an F-35 fighter jet on its way from Texas to Edwards Air Force Base near Los Angeles crashed after the pilot stopped to refuel in New Mexico. The pilot was the only person on board in that case, and was taken to a hospital with serious injuries.

Last year, eight U.S. Air Force special Operations Command service members were killed when a CV-22B Osprey aircraft they were flying in crashed off the coast of Japan.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/navy-jet-crash-washington-rainier-4790be16646d9d3bcb07f2587e300df8



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



A man arrested with guns outside a Trump rally in California is suing the sheriff
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                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump gestures to the audience as he departs a campaign rally at the Calhoun Ranch, Saturday, Oct. 12, 2024, in Coachella, Calif. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- A Nevada man who was arrested over the weekend with guns at a security checkpoint outside a Donald Trump rally in the southern California desert has filed a lawsuit accusing the sheriff of falsely characterizing his arrest as a thwarted assassination attempt for his own personal gain.
The man, identified as 49-year-old Vem Miller of Las Vegas, had been driving an unregistered black SUV with a "homemade" license plate when he was stopped by deputies assigned to the rally in Coachella, east of Los Angeles, Riverside County Sheriff Chad Bianco said Sunday at a news conference.
Miller had a shotgun, loaded handgun, ammunition and several fake passports in his vehicle, Bianco said. Miller was released the same day on $5,000 bail.
The lawsuit filed Tuesday in U.S. District Court in Nevada says Bianco lied about the fake passports, and that he "created a narrative so as to be viewed as a 'heroic' Sheriff who saved Presidential candidate Trump." It names as defendants the sheriff, the Riverside County Sheriff's Department and a sheriff's deputy.

    


A call to the sheriff's executive office for comment Wednesday was deferred to the department's communications office, which did not respond to an email. The Associated Press also emailed Miller's lawyer, Sigal Chattah, for comment.




Security is very tight at Trump rallies following two recent assassination attempts. Last month, a man was indicted on an attempted assassination charge after authorities said he staked out the former president for 12 hours and wrote of his desire to kill him. The Florida arrest came two months after Trump was shot and wounded in the ear during a campaign rally in Pennsylvania.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Bianco said that Miller also claimed to be a journalist, but that it was unclear if he had the proper credentials. Deputies noticed the interior of the vehicle was "in disarray" and a search uncovered the weapons and ammo, along with multiple passports and driver licenses with different names, Bianco said.

    


Miller's lawsuit accuses the sheriff's department of illegally searching the SUV. It also says that he willingly disclosed to officers at the checkpoint that he had weapons but intended to leave them in the vehicle.

Miller is scheduled to appear in court in January in the weapons case. He was arrested on suspicion of possessing a loaded firearm and possession of a high-capacity magazine, according to online records. 
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Florida elections officials seek flexibility on voting rules after hurricanes
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                    FILE - Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis speaks during a news conference Monday, Sept. 16, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)
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                                        WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) -- Florida's recent hurricanes could make it difficult for voters in affected areas to cast their ballots in the upcoming election unless Gov. Ron DeSantis waives and modifies some rules, county election supervisors said in a letter to state officials. 
In a six-page letter sent Tuesday by the supervisors' association to Florida Secretary of State Cord Byrd, who oversees elections, the group said Hurricanes Helene and Milton have destroyed polling sites and left some of their employees, voters and poll workers homeless. 
Most of the affected counties are on the Gulf Coast, where both storms caused major damage. 
Association Executive Director David Ramba listed 10 modifications for DeSantis to consider including granting extra time for setting up early voting and drop box sites, giving voters flexibility in requesting mail-in ballots and waiving training for some poll workers. State law gives the governor authority to modify voting rules after hurricanes and other natural disasters. 

    


Florida is expecting a large turnout as voters will be casting ballots for not only president and Senate but ballot propositions that would legalize marijuana and overturn the state's newly enacted ban on abortion six weeks after conception. Early voting starts Monday in some Florida counties and most mail-in ballots have already been sent. The deadline for requesting a mail-in ballot is next week. 




Ryan Cox, Ramba's deputy, told The Associated Press on Wednesday that the state's election supervisors will be able get their polls open and ballots cast if given some flexibility. While Florida long had a reputation as a national laughingstock for its election problems, starting with the 2000 presidential recount, its 2020 and 2022 elections were conducted with almost no problems. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"These supervisors are very, very, very good at working through what they need," Cox said. "They are very good at making decisions very quickly and modifying what their set plan was to make sure that every single person that wants to vote has an opportunity to do that."

    


The group's letter listed multiple Florida counties that experienced "significant damage" following Hurricanes Helene and Milton, with repeated mentions to counties surrounding Tampa Bay: Sarasota, Manatee, Pinellas and Pasco. The letter noted that multiple polling locations have been "destroyed or rendered inaccessible due to flooding and structural damage."
Byrd's office not respond to a request for comment Wednesday on whether the state would grant flexibility or accommodations. Byrd is appointed by DeSantis. 
Following Helene, DeSantis did issue an executive order allowing counties to make changes to early voting sites and ease mail-in ballot restrictions. But he rejected the supervisors' request to extend the Oct. 7 voter registration deadline. They said an extension was needed as some areas were cleaning up from Helene while also preparing for Milton. 
Amy Keith, Florida executive director for the voting advocacy group Common Cause, said it and other groups have also sent a letter to DeSantis and Byrd asking them to extend the registration deadline because of the storms and to make other voting accommodations in the affected counties. 

"I am extremely concerned that during this election, things will prove a lot more complicated for voters and their families who are still recovering from the catastrophic damages from both of these record-breaking storms," Keith said.
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Harris interview with Fox News showcases a change in strategy for Democrats with network
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            Vice President Kamala Harris's interview with Fox's Bret Baier marked her first foray on the network. Her nearly 30-minute sitdown with Baier repeatedly grew heated, with the two talking over each other over topics like immigration and Donald Trump.
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            FILE - Moderators Martha MacCallum and Bret Baier appear before Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks during a Fox News Channel town hall in Des Moines, Iowa, Jan. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a break in a Fox News town hall with Harris Faulkner at The Reid Barn, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, in Cumming, Ga. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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            FILE - Moderators Martha MacCallum and Bret Baier appear before Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks during a Fox News Channel town hall in Des Moines, Iowa, Jan. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Kamala Harris ' interview with Fox News Channel's Bret Baier on Wednesday is the latest indication that Democrats during this campaign are increasingly willing to engage with a network well-stocked with supporters of opponent Donald Trump.
Since the party's convention in August, roughly twice as many Democrats have been on Fox than during the same period in President Joe Biden's 2020 campaign, which itself was more often than when Hillary Clinton was the nominee in 2016, according to the network.
Whether to ignore Fox or seize opportunities to change the viewpoints of some audience members has long been a subject of internal debate among Democrats. Biden didn't make a Fox-specific appearance during his campaign. Clinton made one appearance during her primary campaign and another in mid-summer 2016.
"The vice president, Governor Walz and our campaign believe it is important to speak to all Americans, wherever they are getting their information or entertainment, so they can hear directly from us -- not through a filter -- who Vice President Harris is, what she stands for and what she's running to do," said Ian Sams, Harris campaign spokesman.

    


Not just Democrats are seeing the new faces on Fox News
Guess who's noticed?




Trump grumbled on his social media feed this week about Sams, who was interviewed Wednesday on Fox by Dana Perino, Tuesday by Martha MacCallum and Monday by Neil Cavuto. Trump said Sams "virtually owns the network."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It's not worthwhile doing interviews on Fox because it all just averages out into NOTHING," he wrote on Truth Social. "Fox News has totally lost its way."
Trump on Wednesday appeared on Fox, hours before Harris, in a pre-taped town hall meeting featuring female voters and hosted by Harris Faulkner.
Baier's interview with Harris was combative, starting with a discussion on immigration and touching on the economy, the Biden administration and polls showing Americans think the nation is on the wrong track. At times they seemed to be talking past each other.

    


"I'm in the middle of responding to the point you're raising and I'd like to finish," Harris said at one point.
Harris' running mate, Tim Walz, has appeared two weeks in a row on "Fox News Sunday," which runs on both broadcast and cable. Host Shannon Bream said she was "a little bit surprised" when the Democratic campaign reached out prior to his appearance this past Sunday.
"I think folks are still undecided out there," Walz replied. "I appreciate you. You ask good, hard questions and your viewers get a chance to hear."
Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg was something of a "Fox whisperer" earlier in the campaign, seeming to relish mixing it up with network anchors to the point where he opened his Democratic convention speech by saying, "I'm Pete Buttigieg and you might recognize me from Fox News."
California Gov. Gavin Newsom, Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro and Reps. Jared Moskowitz of Florida and Ro Khanna of California are among the other Democrats who have made multiple appearances.
The Fox guest shots are largely confined to daytime and, like Bream's show, weekend hours. Democrats are seldom seen on prime-time shows hosted by Laura Ingraham, Jesse Watters, Sean Hannity and Greg Gutfeld.

    


While it usually doesn't make sense for a Democrat to go on a network fully committed to their defeat, this is an exception, said Dan Pfeiffer, co-host of "Pod Save America" and former aide to President Barack Obama. "A Democrat going into enemy territory is a great way to get attention and soft Republicans and Republican-leaning independents is a top target for her campaign," he said.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Fox also argues that it has more independent and Democratic viewers than most people think. Its audience size alone makes it tough to ignore: Fox's share of the cable news audience is more than CNN and MSNBC combined in all of the swing states except Nevada.
What Harris was facing in Fox's Bret Baier
Baier hosts a 6 p.m. news hour on Fox and, with MacCallum, generally co-hosts most of Fox's big news events. "I would expect what you pretty much get with Baier: strong, tough questions with aggressive follow-up. In a word: fair," wrote Tom Jones in the Poynter Institute journalism newsletter on Wednesday.

    


Yet Baier is also keenly aware of the network's audience, sometimes to his detriment. Court papers in a lawsuit against Fox News for spreading false stories about an elections technology firm after the 2020 election revealed that Baier privately urged Fox's controversial -- and ultimately correct -- call of Biden's win in Arizona be overturned.
Trump said on Truth Social that he would have preferred a more hard-hitting journalist conduct the Harris interview, saying Baier "is often very soft on those in the 'cocktail circuit' Left."
In the days before his interview with Harris, Baier took to social media to tamp down suspicions expressed by some Fox viewers.
"No doubt she already has the list of questions. I don't trust him," wrote one user on X, which Baier retweeted with an answer: "No one has the questions. Except me."


    


To others who suspected the interview might be edited, he insisted it would be taped at 5:30 p.m. Eastern -- the time the Harris campaign gave for the interview -- and shown in its entirety on his show shortly after. 
___
David Bauder writes about media for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder.
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            Vice President Kamala Harris took part in an audio hall with radio host Charlamagne tha God. She explained her agenda and sounded warnings about Republican Donald Trump.
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            John Olsen, of Ankeny, Iowa, stands in line for early voting at the Polk County Election Office, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Des Moines, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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            A 'Republicans for Harris" sign is seen before Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a campaign event at Washington Crossing Historic Park, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Washington Crossing, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a Univision town hall, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Doral, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign event at Washington Crossing Historic Park, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Washington Crossing, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign event at Washington Crossing Historic Park, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Washington Crossing, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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            From left in pew, President Joe Biden, former President Barack Obama, former President Bill Clinton, and former Speaker of the House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi, attend a memorial service for Ethel Kennedy, the wife of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, who died Oct. 10, 2024, at age 96, at the Cathedral of St. Matthew the Apostle in Washington, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign event at Washington Crossing Historic Park, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Washington Crossing, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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                                        With just 21 days to go before the final votes are cast in the 2024 presidential season, Kamala Harris and Donald Trump are scrambling to win over and turn out Black voters, women and other key constituencies in what looks to be a razor-tight election.
A Republican coalition backed the Democratic nominee in Pennsylvania as the Republican nominee fielded questions from Hispanic voters in Florida. Both campaigns are appealing for the votes of union workers in pivotal blue-wall states. 
And The Carter Center says former President Jimmy Carter, now 100 years old, voted by mail on Wednesday. Carter joined more than 600,000 citizens who cast absentee ballots or voted in person since early voting began Tuesday in Georgia. 
Follow the AP's Election 2024 coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
Here's the latest:
Harris interview with Fox News' Bret Baier gets combative
Vice President Kamala Harris had a combative interview on Fox News where she tried to defend her record on immigration and make the case that former President Donald Trump is a danger to democracy.

    


Interviewer Bret Baier talked over Harris frequently as the two sparred over the Biden administration's record at the border, Biden's own mental acuity and even Harris' critique of Trump's recent suggestion to use the military against critics whom he called "the enemy within."




Of families who had loved ones killed by migrants who entered the country under the Biden administration, Harris said, "Those are tragic cases, there's no question about that." She rued an immigration system she said had been broken since before Trump's presidency and said "I'd follow the law" when asked about prior support for things like driver's licenses for illegal immigrants.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Harris tried to argue Trump is a unique threat to democracy and tout her backing from former members of his administration, but had a hard time finishing her argument as she and Baier sparred during the 30-minute interview.

    


These Republicans back Harris, saying it's time to put 'country over party' 
A group of Republicans is supporting the Kamala Harris campaign in historic Washington Crossing, Pennsylvania, where Gen. George Washington launched his forces across the Delaware River in a turning point of the Revolutionary War. 
Among those taking the stage was former Congressman Adam Kinzinger, who said it's time to put "country over party." Kinzinger said Trump has abandoned Republican values and is a "whiny, weak, tiny man who is scared to death." 
Pennsylvania farmers Bob and Kristina Lange also spoke, describing themselves as lifetime Republicans who've had enough. Kristina Lange said, "it's time to turn the page on Trump and on his chaos and the way he divides us."
The Democratic nominee then took the podium. Harris said the Constitution is meant to guarantee a peaceful transfer of power, and "is not a relic from our past." She said the Constitution "determines whether we are a country where the people can speak freely, and even criticize the president, without fear of being thrown in jail." 
Biden and Pelosi speak for the first time since president abandoned reelection bid
A Washington memorial service brought President Joe Biden and Speaker Emerita Nancy Pelosi together on Wednesday.

    


They spoke for the first time since the president dropped out of his reelection race for the White House, a choice he made in July after the former House speaker had publicly and privately encouraged him to consider his decision.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


They both were in the front row, along with former presidents Barack Obama and Bill Clinton, at the church service for Ethel Kennedy, the wife of the late Sen. Robert F. Kennedy.
Asked what he likes about Harris, Trump calls her a survivor
Donald Trump is calling Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris a survivor, offering faint praise while noting her early failure in the 2020 presidential nominating campaign.
Asked during a Univision town hall-style event to name three things about his opponent he likes, Trump said, "She seems to have an ability to survive."
"Because she was out of the race, and all of a sudden she's running for president," Trump added.
The vice president ended her Democratic primary campaign in 2020 and emerged as the nominee four years later after President Joe Biden dropped out.

    


"That's a great ability that some people have, and some people don't have," Trump said, adding, "she seems to have some pretty longtime friendships."
"And she seems to have a nice way about her," Trump said, offering an uncharacteristic personal compliment for someone he has described as "stupid" and "incompetent."
Trump fields tough questions during Univision town hall
Donald Trump is facing pointed questions during a town hall-style event for Univision, the nation's leading Spanish-language network, including why "your own vice president doesn't want to support you now."
The question came from a man asking about the January 6, 2021, siege of the U.S. Capitol, when thousands of Trump supporters attacked Capitol police and breached the building trying to stop the certification of the 2020 presidential election.
Trump, in a typical refrain about the violent confrontation, said, "That was a day of love from the standpoint of the millions."

    


Trump also fielded questions about immigration, guns and abortion, including whether he agrees with his wife, Melania, whose says in a new memoir that she supports abortion rights.
"Do you agree with her?"
Trump said he encourages Melania to support what she wants to support, and in true fashion, plugged the book. 
As for the justices he picked for the U.S. Supreme Court overturning the Roe v. Wade decision guaranteeing abortion rights, he said it "is what everybody wanted for 52 years."
"This issue has torn our country apart," Trump said, claiming that the country will now "heal."
Harris calls Trump's 'father of IVF' comment to women 'quite bizarre'
Vice President Kamala Harris says Republican Donald Trump's comment that he is the "father of IVF" is "quite bizarre, actually."
Trump made the comment during a Fox News town hall with an all-female audience that aired Wednesday.
Asked about the Trump comment as she departed Detroit for a campaign visit to Pennsylvania on Wednesday, Harris said that "if what he meant is taking responsibility, well then yeah, he should take responsibility for the fact that one in three women in America lives in a Trump abortion ban state."
She added that "what Trump should take responsibility for is that couples who are praying and hoping and working toward growing a family have been so disappointed and harmed by the fact that IVF treatments have now been put at risk."
"Let's not be distracted by his choice of words," Harris said. "The reality is his actions have been very harmful to women and families in America."
Trump had been promoting the idea that the Republican Party is a "leader" on IVF. That characterization is rejected by Democrats, who have seized on access to the common but expensive fertility treatment as another dimension of reproductive rights threatened by Republicans and a second Trump presidency.
Former President Jimmy Carter votes by mail
Jimmy Carter has cast his ballot in the 2024 Election. The former president voted by mail on Wednesday, according to The Carter Center in Atlanta.
Before Carter celebrated his 100th birthday on Oct. 1 at his home in Plains, Georgia, where he's been living in hospice care, his son Chip Carter said his father had this election very much in mind.
"He's plugged in," Chip Carter told The Associated Press. "I asked him two months ago if he was trying to live to be 100, and he said, 'No, I'm trying to live to vote for Kamala Harris.'"
Georgia's registered voters have been turning out in record numbers since early voting began Tuesday. Nearly 460,000 had voted in-person or cast absentee ballots by Wednesday afternoon, Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger said.
Carter's vote should count even if he's no longer alive by Election Day on Nov. 5. Robert Sinners, a spokesman for the secretary of state's office, noted that Georgia election rules state that when an absentee ballot is received by local election officials "it shall be deemed to have been voted then and there." 
Unions face a moment of truth in pivotal blue wall states
Both Kamala Harris and Donald Trump are competing for workers in blue wall states with deep union roots.
Harris is rallying in union halls, standing alongside Michigan's most powerful labor leader, while Trump fires back from rural steel factories, urging middle-class workers to trust him as their true champion. They're making their case in starkly different terms. Campaigning for Harris, United Auto Workers President Shawn Fain says the American dream now depends on electing Democrats.
But Harris failed to secure two key union endorsements that went to President Joe Biden, who calls himself the most labor-friendly president in U.S. history. The International Association of Firefighters and the International Brotherhood of Teamsters both declined to endorse anyone. Any break in labor movement unity can have an amplifier effect in a place like Michigan, where most people have a family member or close friend in a union.
Many Midwestern communities once core to the labor movement have shifted to the right as jobs moved overseas. And non-college-educated white voters have been voting more conservatively, concerned about cultural issues involving race and gender.
Trump has seized on these trends while accusing Harris of mandating electric vehicles in the home of America's Big Three automakers. Trump also labeled Fain a "stupid idiot" and praised Tesla CEO Elon Musk for firing workers who went on strike.
Michelle Obama to lead turnout-minded 'Party at the Polls' with celebs in Atlanta
Former first lady Michelle Obama will headline a turnout-minded, celebrity-studded "Party at the Polls" rally in Atlanta aimed at engaging younger and first-time voters as well as voters of color.
The Oct. 29 event will be hosted by When We All Vote, a nonpartisan civic engagement group that Obama founded in 2018 to "change the culture around voting" and reach out to people who are less likely to engage in politics and elections.
The group's co-chairs include professional basketball players Stephen Curry and Chris Paul; musical artists Becky G, H.E.R., Selena Gomez, Jennifer Lopez and Janelle Monae; beauty influencer Bretman Rock; and actors Tom Hanks, Lin-Manuel Miranda and Kerry Washington.
The group has hosted more than 500 "Party at the Polls" events, ranging from pop-up block parties in Las Vegas, Phoenix and Philadelphia to voter registration partnerships with professional sports leagues and music festivals. Executive Director Beth Lynk said the group chose Atlanta for Obama's appearance because of the state's diversity and the impact that only a handful of voters can make in Georgia.
"A lot of people don't believe that their votes have power. But they do, plain and simple," Lynk said. "We know that democracy has to work for all of us and that's what we will be stressing at this rally."
Some Republicans support Harris in Pennsylvania as Trump pursues Latino votes
A coalition of Republicans backing Kamala Harris will campaign with the Democratic presidential nominee in pivotal Pennsylvania before she sits down with Fox News for an interview airing at 6 p.m. Wednesday.
GOP nominee Donald Trump, meanwhile, will appear on TV Wednesday in two town halls -- one with a woman-only audience that Fox News Channel recorded Tuesday, and the other with with Hispanics, hosted by Univision, the nation's largest Spanish-language television network.
As the race entered its final three weeks, Harris is expected to talk about upholding the Constitution and defending patriotism in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, a vote-rich stretch of suburban Philadelphia where Democrats have held a narrow advantage in recent presidential elections. Flanking her will be former U.S. Rep. Adam Kinzinger, R-Ill., and other GOP officials who argue that Trump is a threat to American democracy. 
Trump's Univision event Wednesday afternoon in Miami will air at 10 p.m. Trump is counting on increased Latino support even as he centers his campaign on a darker view of immigration, suggesting migrants are "poisoning the blood" of the nation.
Trump emphasizes hypermasculinity as Obama says men who sit out don't show strength
Attention, American men: Donald Trump and his allies want you to believe your vote says big things about your masculinity. The Republican nominee is amping up his hypermasculine tone and support of traditional gender roles, a reflection of the surgical campaign-within-a-campaign for the votes of men in a showdown with Democratic Vice President Kamala Harris. 
But where Harris is deploying "dudes" who use bro-ey language and occasional scolding to boost her support particularly among Black and Hispanic males, Trump's camp is meeting men in alpha-male terms, often with crude and demeaning language. 
"If you are a man in this country and you don't vote for Donald Trump, you're not a man," Turning Point USA founder Charlie Kirk said on his podcast.
As the razor's edge contest elevates the importance of small caches of voters who are apathetic or on the fence in battleground states, both camps are reaching beyond their ideological bases.
"You're thinking about sitting out or supporting somebody who has a history of denigrating you, because you think that's a sign of strength, because that's what being a man is?" former President Barack Obama scolded Black men last week in Pennsylvania, the largest battleground state. "That's not acceptable." 
Republicans challenge more than 63,000 voters in Georgia, but few removed, AP finds
An Associated Press survey finds that more than 63,000 Georgia voters have had their qualifications challenged since July 1. That's a big surge from 2023 and the first half of 2024, when the AP found that about 18,000 voters were challenged. But only about 1% of those challenged in recent months have been removed from the voting rolls or placed into challenged status, mostly in one county. 
The challenges are part of a wide-ranging national effort coordinated by Donald Trump's allies to enlist Republican activists to remove people they view as suspect from the voting rolls.

The Georgia push is part of a national effort coordinated by Donald Trump's allies to remove people they view as suspect from the voting rolls. The effort to remove voters has drawn scrutiny from the U.S. Justice Department, which in September issued a seven-page guidance memo that aims to limit challenges and block parts of the new Georgia law by citing 1993's National Voter Registration Act. 
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            President Joe Biden honored Ethel Kennedy at her memorial service Wednesday, recalling the wife of the late Robert F. Kennedy as "a hero in her own right." Biden was joined by former Presidents Barack Obama and Bill Clinton in delivering remarks.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden eulogized the late Ethel Kennedy in deeply personal terms at a memorial service Wednesday, hailing the wife of the late Sen. Robert F. Kennedy as "a hero in her own right, full of character, full of integrity and empathy" who helped him through one of the darkest periods of his life.
Biden was joined by former Presidents Barack Obama and Bill Clinton in speaking at the memorial service in Washington. All three reflected on Ethel Kennedy's humor and warmth, her work championing social causes and her unflappable resolve in the wake of tragedy. 
"We're a better nation and a better world because of Ethel Kennedy," Biden said.
Biden became emotional as he recalled the Kennedy family helping him cope more than 50 years ago when his wife, 30-year-old Neilia, and their 13-month-old daughter, Naomi, were killed in a car accident, broadsided by a tractor-trailer while out shopping for a Christmas tree. The couple's two sons, Beau and Hunter, who were just about to turn 4 and 3 at the time, were also in the car and were seriously injured.

    


"Along with Teddy (Kennedy), she got me through a time I didn't want to stick around," Biden said. "I wanted no part of being in the Congress, the Senate. ... The fact is like she did for the country, Ethel helped my family find a way forward with principle and purpose." 




Ethel Kennedy died on Thursday at age 96 following complications related to a stroke suffered earlier this month. She raised their 11 children after her husband was assassinated in 1968.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
She was by Robert F. Kennedy's side when he was fatally shot in the kitchen of the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles just after winning California's Democratic presidential primary. Her brother-in-law, President John F. Kennedy, had been assassinated in Dallas less than five years earlier. 
Obama said her life was marked by more tragedy and heartbreak than most could bear.

    


"She would have been forgiven, I think if, at any point she had stepped away from public life or allowed bitterness to fester after all she and her family had been through," Obama said. "But that is not what Ethel did because that is not who she was."
Obama said she became a passionate advocate for everything from juvenile justice to civil rights to environmental protection. He described her as "a big dose in a small package."
"Well into her 80s, she was still out there marching for something," Obama said.
The service Wednesday was held at the Cathedral of St. Matthew the Apostle, the same church where John F. Kennedy's funeral was held in November 1963. Members of the Kennedy family gathered earlier this week to attend her private funeral.
The Kennedy matriarch was mother to Kathleen, Joseph II, Robert Jr., David, Courtney, Michael, Kerry, Christopher, Max, Douglas and Rory. She was one of the last remaining members of a family generation that included President John F. Kennedy. 
Kathleen Kennedy Townsend recalled how her mother was fierce and fun-loving, rigorously faithful and reflexively dismissive of authority.

    


"Stop signs were always mere suggestions," she said.
And while other mothers would take their children to the playground, she remembered her mom taking her to the Senate Rackets Committee where "daddy was investigating the mob."
"I think my first sentence was, 'I refuse to answer that question on the grounds that it may tend to incriminate me," Kathleen Kennedy Townsend joked.
"She thought it was important that we knew what daddy was doing, and only afterwards would she take us to the botanical gardens and the natural history museum," she said.
Clinton said he was grateful that Ethel Kennedy lived to be 96. 
"She was an amazing fireball of continuous energy. It was wonderful to be around her," he said.
During one of several light-hearted moments during the service, Clinton remembered her phoning him after Hillary Clinton had been elected to the Senate to the same seat that Robert Kennedy held. 
"Ethel called me and said if I need any instruction in how to be a Senate spouse from New York, she'd be happy to provide it free of charge," Clinton said.

    


Ethel Kennedy was a millionaire's daughter who married the future senator and attorney general in 1950. She endured more death by the age of 40 than most people would in a lifetime.
She went on to found the Robert F. Kennedy Center for Justice and Human Rights soon after her husband's death and advocated for causes including gun control and human rights. She rarely spoke about her husband's assassination. 
The center she founded still advances human rights through litigation, advocacy, education and inspiration, giving annual awards to journalists, authors and others who have made significant contributions to human rights. She also was active in the Coalition of Gun Control, Special Olympics, and the Earth Conservation Corps. 

    


The memorial service featured remarks from some of her children, prayers from dozens of her grandchildren and musical performances from Kenny Chesney, Sting and Stevie Wonder.
Martin Luther King III, the son of civil rights icon Martin Luther King Jr., recalled meeting her shortly after his father was assassinated in April 1968, just two months before she would lose her husband. He said it was not random luck that his father found a wife who was strong enough to endure the daunting challenges of the civil rights movement. And it was no accident that Bobby Kennedy found a wife and partner who could handle the slings and arrows that surrounded his leadership.

"One thing I learned from my mother is that beside every great leader, stands a stalwart and very strong partner who refuses to be intimidated or distracted by the many side-dramas that come with notoriety," King said.
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                                        How to help people struggling with Montana's rising cost of living -- driven in part by people inspired by the hit show "Yellowstone" to move there -- dominated a debate between the state's Republican governor and his Democratic challenger Wednesday.
While Democrat Ryan Busse sought to portray Gov. Greg Gianforte as out of touch with people trying to afford housing, Gianforte pointed to the state's strong economy as he argued for a second term in office.
"I wake up every day looking for ways to help Montanans prosper and we're succeeding," Gianforte said. "There's more to do."
Gianforte's personal wealth was a focus as Busse, a former gun industry executive, emphasized the state's rising living costs -- which Gianforte blamed on President Joe Biden's administration.
Busse criticized Gianforte, a multimillionaire tech industry businessman, as being more willing to give tax cuts to the wealthy than to help ordinary citizens.

    


"The rest of us were walloped with the highest tax property increase in the history of this state and people across this state are hurting," Busse said. "Now you may not be hurting -- you have four mansions, you fly around in a private jet -- but the rest of us are hurting."




Montana has prospered over the past four years thanks in part to tax cuts and rebates, Gianforte said. 
Income and property tax relief approved in 2023 totaled as much as $3,500 for a couple living in their home if they had paid that much in taxes.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Montanans at every income level have benefited. Record tax rebates, record job creation and wage growth, we've boosted education and law enforcement funding and we've made Montana completely debt-free," Gianforte said.
While Montanans got property tax rebates, Gianforte agreed with Busse more could be done. He suggested a task force's recommendation to cut property taxes for homeowners, landlords, businesses and farmers and ranches.

    


"We need permanent reform," Gianforte said.
The governor should have followed the example of his predecessors by cutting them already, said Busse.
Neither disputed a moderator who called the show "Yellowstone" an inspiration for some to move to Montana -- and change the state in the process.
Gianforte at first dismissed Busse as not a "serious candidate" and refused to debate the Democrat because he hadn't released his tax returns.
Busse responded by releasing 10 years of income tax records, setting the stage for the debate hosted by ABC Fox Montana.
Gianforte's election by a wide margin in 2020 -- with backing from former President Donald Trump -- ended a 16-year run of Democratic governors in Montana.
Gianfote spent more than $7.5 million of his own money in the 2020 race, and has since overseen a decrease in individual income taxes and an increase in residential property taxes in Montana.
He signed laws blocking gender-affirming medical care for transgender minors and limiting access to abortion, but those have been blocked by courts.
A former vice president at firearms company Kimber Manufacturing, Busse has said his disagreement with aggressive marketing of military-type assault rifles caused him to exit the gun industry.

    


Tax returns show Busse and his wife earned about $260,000 annually over the past decade.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Gianforte's tech career began in New Jersey. He moved to Bozeman in 1995 and founded RightNow technologies, which was eventually sold to software company Oracle for nearly $2 billion.

A criminal case put an early stain on Gianforte's political career. He was charged with a misdemeanor in 2017 when he body-slammed a reporter, but he went on to win a seat in the U.S. House in a special election and won reelection to the seat in 2018.
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            Voters today have some options in terms of how they vote and when they vote, and the main choices are voting in person at a polling place on Election Day, voting early in person before Election Day, or voting by mail.
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            People leave after voting in the Atlanta suburb of Sandy Springs, Ga., on Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, the first day of early in-person voting in Georgia. (AP Photo/Jeff Amy)
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            People line up around the building at the Tucker-Reid H. Cofer branch of the Dekalb County Public Library on the first day of early voting, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024 in Tucker, Ga. (Matthew Pearson/WABE via AP)
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            Signs entice voters in the Atlanta suburb of Sandy Springs, Ga., Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, the first day of early in-person voting in Georgia. (AP Photo/Jeff Amy)
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            People line up to vote in the Atlanta suburb of Tucker, Ga., on Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024, the first day of early in-person voting in Georgia. (AP Photo/Jeff Amy)
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            Libertarian Presidential Candidate Chase Oliver stands in line to vote at the Tucker-Reid H. Cofer branch of the Dekalb County Public Library on the first day of early voting, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024 in Tucker, Ga. (Matthew Pearson/WABE via AP)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Georgians aren't waiting to vote, with what could be more than 10% of expected turnout casting ballots through Wednesday.
More than 310,000 people voted on Tuesday, the first day of early in-person voting, with another 260,000 more making their choices through Wednesday evening. Another 33,000 mail ballots have also been accepted. That's more than 600,000 votes cast in Georgia, compared to the record 5 million who voted in the 2020 presidential election in the southern battleground state.
On Monday, voters lined up before sunrise, with many saying they long ago decided whether they were choosing Democrat Kamala Harris, Republican Donald Trump, Libertarian Chase Oliver or Green Party nominee Jill Stein. Two other candidates -- independent Cornel West and the Party for Socialism and Liberation's Claudia De la Cruz appear on Georgia ballots, but their votes won't be counted after the state Supreme Court ruled they didn't properly qualify.

    


"I'm excited to vote against Donald Trump and for Kamala Harris," said Anthony Engleton, a retiree who was voting Tuesday in the Atlanta suburb of Sandy Springs. "The whole history, the record of Trump's crimes and grifts shows he's a con artist who's all about himself."




Voting in the Gwinnett County suburb of Berkeley Lake, Karen Hall said she had long been ready to support Trump because of her concerns about immigration.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"It's the most important election in our lifetime," Hall said. "Our country's gone to hell in a handbasket and it needs to be set back on the right track. Donald Trump is the only who can fix it."
Both Democrats and Republicans try to drive their most committed partisans to vote early in Georgia, so they can focus later on less reliable voters. Trump did two events Tuesday in Georgia, while top Democratic surrogates urged on voters in recent days. 
The previous first-day record was nearly 137,000 in 2020, and this year's increase reflects a shift in how Georgians vote. In 2020, amid the pandemic, Georgia temporarily made it easy to request a mail ballot online and set up many drop boxes. By this time in 2020, 1.2 million votes had already been recorded. 

    


Voters in Georgia must now physically sign an absentee ballot application, counties are required to mail them later, and the number of drop boxes has been sharply limited. That's all combined to decrease mail ballot requests from 2020, part of a hotly disputed series of voting changes in the state.
Among those who have already cast Georgia ballots are one former president, Jimmy Carter, and one current presidential candidate, Libertarian Chase Oliver.
Oliver joined a line of voters Tuesday morning in the Atlanta suburb of Tucker.
"It always feels weird seeing your name on the screen and you're selecting yourself -- it's a little surreal," Oliver said.
The Libertarian is touting himself as the only third-party candidate on the ballot in all 50 states, saying he's an alternative for Republicans and Democrats dissatisfied with their nominees.
Jimmy Carter cast his ballot by mail on Wednesday, according to the Carter Center.

    


His son Chip Carter said before the family gathered for his father's 100th birthday on Oct. 1 that the former president was "plugged in" to the election.

"I asked him two months ago if he was trying to live to be 100, and he said, 'No, I'm trying to live to vote for Kamala Harris,'" Chip Carter said. ___
Kramon reported from Berkeley Lake, Georgia.
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Supreme Court allows rule limiting pollution from coal-fired power plants to remain in effect
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                    The Supreme Court is seen on Monday, Oct. 7, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Wednesday allowed a Biden administration regulation aimed at limiting planet-warming pollution from coal-fired power plants to remain in place as legal challenges play out.
The justices rejected a push from Republican-led states and industry groups to block the Environmental Protection Agency rule, marking the third time this month the conservative majority has left an environmental regulation in place for now.
One justice, Clarence Thomas, publicly dissented. 
Two other conservative justices, Brett Kavanaugh and Neil Gorsuch, said in a brief order they thought the challengers would likely win on at least some of their claims eventually. But the rule doesn't need to be blocked now because compliance work wouldn't have to begin until June 2025 and the case could end up back before the high court relatively quickly, Kavanaugh wrote.

    


Justice Samuel Alito did not take part, likely due to his personal investment in one of the companies challenging the rule, Oklahoma Gas and Electric. 
The rule requires many coal-fired power plants to capture 90% of their carbon emissions or shut down within eight years, though deadlines do not take effect for several years. The challengers argued that the EPA overstepped and imposed unattainable standards. 




Rich Nolan, president and CEO of the National Mining Association, said his group would continue to fight the rule. He said it would require power plants to use unaffordable technology or shut down at a time when the nation's electricity demand is forecast to double. "If this rule is allowed to stand the results for the American people and economy will be catastrophic," he said, 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The power industry is the nation's second-largest contributor to climate change, and the rule is a key part of President Joe Biden's pledge to eliminate carbon pollution from the electricity sector by 2035 and economy-wide by 2050. 

    


The Natural Resources Defense Council said the new standards are modest but vital, and the court's decision to leave them in place is a win for common sense. "This warrants a sigh of relief from the millions of Americans experiencing the impact of the climate crisis," said attorney Meredith Hankins. An appeals court had allowed the EPA's new power plant rule to go into effect.
The Supreme Court earlier this month also left two other regulations aimed at reducing industry emissions of planet-warming methane and toxic mercury in place for now. 
Other environmental regulations have not fared well before the conservative-majority court in recent years. In 2022, the justices limited the EPA's authority to regulate carbon dioxide emissions from power plants with a landmark decision. In June, the court halted the agency's air-pollution-fighting "good neighbor" rule. 
Another ruling in June, overturning a decades-old decision known colloquially as Chevron, is also expected to make environmental regulations more difficult to set and keep, along with other federal agency actions. The U.S. Chamber of Commerce cited that ruling in court papers supporting the challenge in the coal plant case.

    


Earlier Wednesday, the justices heard arguments in another environmental case that could limit the EPA's ability to enforce clean water standards. The case involves an unusual dispute between the agency and liberal San Francisco over what the city says are impossibly vague rules for the discharge of untreated sewage into San Francisco Bay and the Pacific Ocean. The city could face fines of between $10 million, in the Biden administration's view, to $10 billion, in San Francisco's estimation. The court seemed divided with several conservative justices appearing favorable to San Francisco.
A panel of three judges -- two nominated by Democratic President Barack Obama and one by Republican President Donald Trump -- found that the states were not at risk of immediate harm because compliance deadlines do not take effect until 2030 or 2032.

The EPA projects the rule would yield up to $370 billion in climate and health net benefits and avoid nearly 1.4 billion metric tons of carbon pollution through 2047, equivalent to preventing annual emissions of 328 million gasoline-powered cars.
____
Associated Press writers Mark Sherman and Matthew Daly contributed to this report. 
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            Former One Direction singer Liam Payne, 31, whose chart-topping British boy band generated a global following of swooning fans, was found dead Wednesday after falling from a hotel balcony in Buenos Aires, local officials said.
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            FILE - One Direction's Liam Payne, second from right, poses for a photo with fellow band members Harry Styles, Zayn Malik, Niall Horan and Louis Tomlinson at the GQ Men of the Year Awards in London, Sept. 6, 2011. (AP Photo/Jonathan Short, File)
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            FILE - One Direction members, from left, Harry Styles, Louis Tomlinson, Zayn Malik, Niall Horan and Liam Payne perform on NBC's "Today" show, Nov. 13, 2012 in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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            Photos of former One Direction singer Liam Payne and messages from fans are taped to a tree outside the hotel where he was found dead after falling from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, the morning after the incident, Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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                                    Former One Direction singer Liam Payne, 31, whose chart-topping British boy band generated a global following of swooning fans, was found dead Wednesday after falling from a hotel balcony in Buenos Aires, local officials said.
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            FILE - One Direction's Liam Payne, second from right, poses for a photo with fellow band members Harry Styles, Zayn Malik, Niall Horan and Louis Tomlinson at the GQ Men of the Year Awards in London, Sept. 6, 2011. (AP Photo/Jonathan Short, File)
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            FILE - One Direction members, from left, Harry Styles, Louis Tomlinson, Zayn Malik, Niall Horan and Liam Payne perform on NBC's "Today" show, Nov. 13, 2012 in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- One Direction was one of the last boy bands from the age of mass-audience linear television and one of the first of the social media era.
That helped propel them to a level of fame comparable to Beatlemania, but with the constant scrutiny of a world of smartphones and streaming. The band members, still in their teens, had to cope with the fame, then navigate the aftermath of its split while trying to build solo careers -- challenges that have received renewed attention in the wake of band member Liam Payne's death on Wednesday.
One Direction was put together by music mogul Simon Cowell after the teens auditioned separately for TV talent show "The X-Factor" in 2010. They didn't win, instead coming third in a final watched by 17 million people in the U.K., a quarter of the population. But they were signed by Cowell and had the first of several No. 1 hits with the now-pop classic "What Makes You Beautiful" in 2012.

    


British radio host Kevin Hughes called them "one of the biggest selling U.K. bands since The Beatles, a huge global export and one of the biggest selling pop acts of the 21st century."




One Direction's appeal rested partly on the members' cheerful, cheeky ordinariness. The late filmmaker Morgan Spurlock said when he directed a documentary about One Direction in 2013 that "part of the reason they've been so incredibly successful with their fans is that they are so incredibly grounded and normal."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
After five studio albums and 70 million records sold, One Direction announced an indefinite hiatus in 2016. All the members embarked on solo careers, with varying degrees of success.
LIAM PAYNE
Payne, who died at 31 after falling from a hotel balcony in Argentina, became one of the main songwriters on One Direction's albums. His first solo single, "Strip that Down," a power pop track featuring rapper Quavo, was a Top 10 hit in Britain in 2017. "For You," performed with Rita Ora, was a U.K. hit in 2018.

    


Payne's debut solo album, "LP1," was released in 2019, but didn't make the U.S. Top 100.
Payne had a son, now 7, with the former "Girls Aloud" singer Cheryl -- an "X Factor" judge during One Direction's season.
He was open about struggling with his mental health amid the pressures of fame. He spent time in rehab for alcoholism and in hospital with what he said were kidney problems.
After a period of silence, Payne returned with a new single, "Teardrops," in March, saying in a statement that it "marks the start of a new beginning." The song failed to chart and a second album was reportedly put on hold before his death.
ZAYN MALIK
Malik precipitated One Direction's demise when he left the group in 2015, saying he wanted "to be a normal 22-year-old" for a while.
His first solo single, "Pillowtalk," was released early in 2016 and topped the charts in both the U.S. and Britain. A duet with Taylor Swift, "I Don't Wanna Live Forever," was a hit late the same year.
Malik has released the solo albums "Mind of Mine" in 2016, "Icarus Falls" in 2018, "Nobody is Listening" in 2021 and "Room Under the Stairs" this year. The most recent adds a country sound to the R&B-pop on which he's built his career.

    


Malik, who has spoken of struggles with anxiety and anorexia, has a daughter, born in 2020, with his on-off partner, model Gigi Hadid. In 2021, he was sentenced to 90 days' probation after pleading no contest to harassing Hadid and her mother during an argument at the family home in Pennsylvania.
NIALL HORAN
The affable Irish member of One Direction released his first single, "This Town," in 2016, and debut album "Flicker" the following year. Showcasing Horan's talent for tuneful pop, it topped Billboard's album chart.
A second album, "Heartbreak Weather," came out in 2020 and a third, "The Show," was released in 2023, accompanied by a world tour this year -- including a concert in Buenos Aires earlier this month attended by Payne.
Horan has also served as a coach on TV talent series "The Voice" in the U.S.
LOUIS TOMLINSON
Tomlinson made his solo debut with the single "Just Hold On" in 2016. Several more singles followed before his debut album, "Walls," was released in 2020. It was a Top 10 hit in the U.S. and the U.K., as was his second album, "Faith in the Future," released in late 2022. Tomlinson released a live album, "Live," in 2024.

    


In 2018, he appeared as a judge on "The X Factor," the show that made him famous.
Tomlinson's other great love is soccer. He briefly played for his home town team, Doncaster Rovers, and he has been involved with the Soccer Aid charity fundraiser for UNICEF.
He has a child with ex-girlfriend Briana Jungwirth.
HARRY STYLES
Musician, actor and style icon, Harry Styles is easily the biggest solo star spawned by One Direction.
He released his first single, "Sign of the Times," later than the others, in 2017, but soon made up for lost time. His debut album, "Harry Styles," topped the album charts in the U.S., Britain and several other countries, while the second, "Fine Line," appeared in 2019 and included the Grammy-winning "Watermelon Sugar."

    


His third album, 2022's "Harry's House," topped British and U.S. charts, won album of the year at the Grammys and the Brit Awards, and was nominated for the cred-heavy Mercury Prize. The single "As it Was" became his biggest hit yet, topping the Billboard Hot 100 for 15 weeks.
Styles' profile has been raised by a playful, adventurous fashion sense that includes a fondness for 1970s-inspired three-piece suits and bellbottomed jumpsuits.

As an actor, Styles appeared as a World War II soldier in Christopher Nolan's "Dunkirk" before starring alongside Florence Pugh in Olivia Wilde's dystopian thriller "Don't Worry Darling." It premiered at the 2022 Venice Film Festival, where Styles' red-carpet appearance drew throng of fans and the approving appraisal of fashionistas. He also starred in period romance "My Policeman," which premiered at the 2022 Toronto International Film Festival.
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            FILE - Jane Fonda arrives at the Season 7 final episodes premiere of "Grace and Frankie," on April 23, 2022, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Actor Jane Fonda arrives at the Los Angeles premiere of her film "Book Club" on May 6, 2018. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, FIle)
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                                        Actor and humanitarian Jane Fonda is adding the SAG life achievement award to her many accolades. The 86-year-old will be given the prize at the Screen Actors Guild Awards in February, the guild said Thursday.
Fonda said in a statement that she was "deeply honored and humbled" that she was chosen.
"I have been working in this industry for almost the entirety of my life and there's no honor like the one bestowed on you by your peers," Fonda said.
In her over six decades in the business, Fonda has won two Oscars -- for "Klute" and "Coming Home" -- two BAFTA Awards, an Emmy and seven Golden Globes. With an activist spirit spanning back to her antiwar protests in the 1960s and 70s, she's also used her platform to advocate for gender equality, civil rights and environmental issues. Last year, Fonda spent her 85th birthday raising $1 million for a non-profit in Georgia aimed at educating school-aged children to make healthy life decisions.

    


SAG-AFTRA President Fran Drescher called Fonda a "trailblazer."
"We honor Jane not only for her artistic brilliance but for the profound legacy of activism and empowerment she has created," Drescher said.


Fonda was born Dec. 21, 1937, in New York City, the first child of the late actor Henry Fonda and socialite Frances Seymour Brokaw, who died by suicide at 42 when Jane was 12. Her brother, Peter, the Oscar-nominated actor and screenwriter, died in 2019. Fonda reflects on her extraordinary life, family, career, relationships and activism in the 2018 multipart documentary "Jane Fonda in Five Acts," which is streaming on MAX.

SAG Life Achievement Award recipients are nominated and voted on by a SAG-AFTRA committee, intended to honor an actor who represents the "finest ideals" of the profession.
The 31st annual Screen Actors Guild Awards will stream live on Netflix on Feb. 23 at 8 p.m. ET.
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            FILE - Liam Payne performs during the first day of BBC Radio 1's Biggest Weekend at Singleton Park, in Swansea, Wales, May 26, 2018. (Ben Birchall/PA via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            People gather outside the hotel where former One Direction singer Liam Payne was found dead after he fell from a balcony in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            FILE - Liam Payne arrives for the premiere of "The Chronicles Of Narnia: The Voyage Of The Dawn Treader," at the Odeon Leicester Square, in London, Nov. 30, 2010. (Yui Mok/PA via AP)
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            FILE - One Direction's Zayn Malik, from left, Liam Payne, Niall Horan, Louis Tomlinson and Harry Styles pictured during an interview on Capital Breakfast with Dave Berry and Lisa Snowdon, in their studios in Leicester Square, in London, on Friday, Oct. 5, 2012. (Yui Mok/PA via AP, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Friends, collaborators and fellow musicians expressed shock and sadness Thursday over the death of former One Direction singer Liam Payne, who died in Buenos Aires, Argentina Wednesday at age 31. 
A look at some of the reactions: 
__
"We are heartbroken. Liam will forever live in our hearts and we'll remember him for his kind, funny and brave soul. We are supporting each other the best we can as a family and ask for privacy and space at this awful time.'' Statement from Payne's family via spokesperson.
__
"Just a boy." Anne Twist, mother of former One Direction bandmate Harry Styles, posted on Instagram with a broken-heart emoji.
__
"We are heartbroken by the sad passing of Liam Payne," The X Factor's official account on X, formerly Twitter.
__
"I am shocked and saddened to hear of the death of Liam Payne. It was a pleasure to work with him on our X Factor performance. God bless Liam, thinking of all his loved ones. He will be dearly missed,'' Ronnie Wood of the Rolling Stones wrote on X.

    


__
"I am in shock right now. Liam was always so kind to me. He was one of the first major artists I got to work with. I can not believe he is gone." Singer Charlie Puth, who wrote a song for Payne's solo debut album, on Instagram. 




__
"So upsetting to hear the news of @LiamPayne passing Sending love and condolences to his family & loved ones. RIP my friend," Paris Hilton wrote on X.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
__
"We greatly appreciate the compassion and kindness he always showed to people facing hunger and hardship. His death is a very tragic loss, and our thoughts are with his loved ones." Emma Revie, chief executive of the U.K. food bank charity Trussell Trust.
__
"We are deeply saddened by the news of Liam Payne's passing. Our thoughts are with his family, friends, and the many fans who loved and supported him.'' Spotify on X.
__
"R.I.P. Liam Payne wow I can't believe it prayers up for the family." Rapper Juicy J, who had Payne sing on the 2016 track "You." Via X. 
___

 "RIP Liam... I can't believe this is real... absolutely heartbreaking." - Producer and DJ Zedd, who collaborated with Payne on the 2017 song "Get Low." Via X.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/liam-payne-dead-reactions-zedd-puth-52aafe5e0381b6dd738e1d559b0dd526



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Father-and-son team Damon Wayans and Damon Wayans Jr. explore generations in 'Poppa's House'

    Father-and-son team Damon Wayans and Damon Wayans Jr. explore generations in 'Poppa's House'

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            This image released by CBS shows Damon Wayans, Jr., left, and Damon Wayans in a scene from "Poppa's House." (Robert Voets/CBS via AP)
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            This image released by CBS shows Damon Wayans, left, and Damon Wayans Jr., in a scene from "Poppa's House." (Sonja Flemming/CBS via AP)
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            This image released by CBS shows Damon Wayans, left, and Damon Wayans Jr., in a scene from "Poppa's House." (Robert Voets/CBS via AP)
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        Father-and-son team Damon Wayans and Damon Wayans Jr. explore generations in 'Poppa's House'
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Boundaries between work and family don't just blur in the new CBS sitcom "Poppa's House" starring father-and-son comedy duo Damon Wayans and Damon Wayans Jr. They shatter.
"It's wonderful to come to work every day and see him and some of his kids and my sister and my brother and nieces and nephews. They all work on this show. They all contribute," says the senior Wayans. "I don't think there are words to express how joyful I am."
Wayans plays the titular Poppa, a curmudgeonly radio DJ who's more than comfortable doing it his way, while Wayans Jr. plays his son, Damon, a budding filmmaker who's stuck in a job he hates.
"My character, Pop, is just an old school guy who's kind of stuck in his ways," says Wayans, who starred in "In Living Color" and "My Wife and Kids."
Pop yearns for the days when a handshake was a binding contract and Michael Jordan didn't complain if he got fouled on the court. Pop laughs at the younger generation's participation trophies.

    


"It's old school versus new school and them teaching each other lessons from both sides," says Wayans Jr., who played Coach in the Fox sitcom "New Girl." 


"They (the characters) bring the best out in each other and they're resistant initially. But then throughout the episode they have revelations and these revelations help them become better people," he adds.
The two have worked together before -- dad made an appearance on son's "Happy Endings" and "Happy Together," while son was a writer and guest star on dad's "My Wife and Kids." But this is the first time they have headlined a series together.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The half-hour comedy -- premiering Monday and co-starring Essence Atkins and Tetona Jackson -- smartly leaves places in the script where father and son can let loose and create, like a moment in the pilot when the son has to wait as his father sips tea.
"We have a lot of those moments in every episode. And that's kind of what we're trying to zero-in on, is trying to find the comedic set pieces, at least one of them for each episode," says the son.

    


"I tell the writers, 'Don't write the funny. Put us in the area of the funny and we'll find it,'" says Wayans. "You know, if you've got Charlie Chaplin and Buster Keaton, don't put them in a pie factory reading books."
He has some sway with the writers: They include he and his son as well as Kim Wayans, Michael Wayans and Shawn Wayans, siblings of the elder Wayans.
The Wayans family is like the Barrymores of comedy, a clan that also includes Keenen Ivory. The Wayans have been behind everything from "In Living Color" and "White Chicks" to "Bamboozled."
Viewers of the first episode of "Poppa's House" find the elder Wayans challenged when a new female co-host (played by Atkins) is hired, while the younger Wayans puts pressure on his happy marriage by threatening to leave his salesman job.
Later episodes will have Poppa starting a podcast at home -- further blurring the home-work divide -- and exploring the different ways the generations deal with grief and discipline. In one show, a family photo leads to a discussion of who and what constitutes family. Does it survive divorce?

    


"I think we're dealing with a lot of relatable storylines that I think people will enjoy. And on top of enjoying it, you're going to laugh out loud," says Wayans Jr. 
Speaking of laughing, do the two men have the same approach to comedy? Wayans Jr. says they mostly laugh at the same things.
"I would say that they're very similar and the differences are minuscule. It's because my comedy is informed by my upbringing and same for him," he says.

Dad agrees: "Yeah, I call it same humor, different sensibilities. Like, he'll say stuff that in a million years, I would never get to that joke. And I love that about his sense of humor. It's like, 'That's so random.'"
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                                        HARDCOVER FICTION
1. "Counting Miracles" by Nicholas Sparks (Random House)
2. "The Stars Are Dying (special ed.)" by Chloe C. Penaranda (Bramble)
3. "Identity Unknown" by Patricia Cornwell (Grand Central) 
4. "Iron Flame" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
5. "The Women" by Kristin Hannah (St. Martin's)
6. "The Book of Bill" by Alex Hirsch (Hyperion Avenue)
7. "Intermezzo" by Sally Rooney (FSG)
8. "Lies He Told Me" by Patterson/Ellis (Little, Brown)
9. "The Last One at the Wedding" by Jason Rekulak (Flatiron)
10. "Spark of the Everflame" by Penn Cole (Atria)
11. "Here One Moment" by Liane Moriarty (Crown)
12. "Triangle" by Danielle Steel (Delacorte)
13. "All the Colors of the Dark" by Chris Whitaker (Crown)
14. "Beach Read (deluxe ed.)" by Emily Henry (Berkley)
15. "The God of the Woods" by Liz Moore (Riverhead)
____
HARDCOVER NON-FICTION
1. "Melania" by Melania Trump (Skyhorse)

    


2. "From Here to the Great Unknown" by Presley/Keough (Random House)
3. "Be Ready When the Luck Happens" by Ina Garten (Crown)
4. "Sweet Tooth" by Sarah Fennel (Clarkson Potter)
5. "I Want to Trust You, But I Don't" by Lysa TerKeurst (Thomas Nelson)
6. "Revenge of the Tipping Point" by Malcolm Gladwell (Little, Brown)


7. "The Message" by Ta-Nehisi Coates (One World)
8. "The Anxious Generation" by Jonathan Haidt (Penguin Press)
9. "Taylor Swift Style" by Sarah Chapelle (Griffin)
10. "Good Energy" by Casey Means (Avery)
11. "Easy Weeknight Dinners" by Emily Weinstein (Ten Speed)

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
12. "The Plan" Kendra Adachi (Convergent)
13. "The Coming Golden Age" by David Jeremiah (Thomas Nelson)
14. "Good Lookin' Cookin'" by Parton/George (Ten Speed)
15. "Confronting the Presidents" by O'Reilly/Dugard (St. Martin's)
____
TRADE PAPERBACK BESTSELLERS
1. "The Boyfriend" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
2. "Fourth Wing" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
3. "The Nightmare Before Christmas: Paint with Water" - (Thunder Bay)
4. "The Housemaid Is Watching" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)

    


5. "Never Lie" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
6. "The Inmate" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
7. "Haunting Adeline" by H.D. Carlton (Zando)
8. "The Cinnamon Bun Book Store" by Laurie Gilmore (One More Chapter)
9. "Demon Copperhead" by Barbara Kingsolver (Harper Perennial)
10. "Lights Out" by Navessa Allen (Slowburn)
11. "The Perfect Son" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
12. "Butcher & Blackbird" by Brynne Weaver (Slowburn)
13. "Daydream" by Hannah Grace (Atria)
14. "Phantasma" by Kaylie Smith (Forever)
15. "Monarch" by Sophie Lark (Bloom)
_____
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Universal will open fourth Orlando theme park next May
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                    FILE - Guests cool off under a water mist by the globe at Universal Studios City Walk at Universal Studios Florida in Orlando, Fla., Aug. 5, 2019. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)
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                                        ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) -- Universal Orlando Resort will open its fourth theme park in central Florida just in time for Memorial Day next year, upping the competition against Disney in the theme park capital of the United States.
Universal Epic Universe will open to visitors on May 22 with themed areas based on Harry Potter, Super Nintendo and "How to Train Your Dragon," as well as monster movie brands, Universal officials said Thursday.
"This is such a pivotal moment for our destination, and we're thrilled to welcome guests to Epic Universe next year," said Karen Irwin, president and chief operating officer of Universal Orlando Resort.
Tickets and vacation packages for the new theme park go on sale next week. At first, visitors with multi-day passes will be allowed to visit Universal Epic Universe on only one day due to its anticipated popularity. They can choose from the other three parks -- Universal Studios, Islands of Adventure and the Volcano Bay water park -- as part of multi-day ticket offerings. 

    


The park's new hotel, Universal Helios Grand Hotel, also will open at the same time, joining 10 other hotels at the resort.

Universal's main competition in the Orlando area, Walt Disney World, also has four theme parks, and it too plans to expand. Disney officials have indicated that they could invest up to $17 billion in the Florida resort and add a fifth theme park.
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Drug kingpin Demetrius 'Big Meech' Flenory leaves federal prison for a residential program in Miami
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                    FILE - Lawyer Drew Findling, left, speaks before the bench alongside Demetrius "Big Meech" Flenory, right, during his first court appearance, Jan. 12, 2003, at the Fulton County Jail in Atlanta. (John Spink/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- Demetrius "Big Meech" Flenory, who co-founded the notorious drug trafficking organization Black Mafia Family, will serve the remainder of his prison sentence in a residential reentry program in Miami, according to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.
Flenory, 56, was originally sentenced to 30 years in prison following his 2008 conviction for drug trafficking and money laundering. He was recently transferred to the residential program in Miami.
Curtis "50 Cent" Jackson brought the story of Flenory and his brother Terry Flenory to Starz in an eight episode series "BMF" in 2021. The series delved into the 1980s backstory of the brothers as they emerged from inner-city Detroit to become wealthy drug kingpins embraced by hip-hop culture.
Demetrius Flenory was arrested in 2005. His sentence ends on Jan. 27, 2026, according to the federal prison website. Until then, he will be monitored by the residential reentry center in Miami, which is responsible for providing federal offenders with community-based services to assist with their reentry needs.


    


Terry Flenory, 54, is serving out his sentence on similar charges at a residential reentry center in Detroit. He has an release date of Aug. 17, 2025, according to the the federal prison website.
Demetrius Flenory's lawyer, Brittany K. Barnett, didn't immediately respond to an email seeking comment about his transfer to Miami.
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Dodgers win over Padres in NLDS decider averages 12.9 million viewers in Japan
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            Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto throws to a San Diego Padres batter during the first inning in Game 5 of a baseball NL Division Series Friday, Oct. 11, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Yoshinobu Yamamoto, left, and Shohei Ohtani celebrate in the clubhouse after a win over the San Diego Padres in Game 5 of a baseball NL Division Series Friday, Oct. 11, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Last Friday's decisive fifth game of the National League Division Series between the Los Angeles Dodgers and San Diego Padres was the most-watched Major League Baseball postseason game on record in Japan, averaging an estimated 12.9 million viewers, according to MLB.
The Dodgers' 2-0 victory was the first time two Japanese pitchers started a postseason game. Los Angeles' Yoshinobu Yamamoto gave up only two hits over five innings while San Diego's Yu Darvish allowed two runs on three hits in 6 2/3 innings.
The game also featured Shohei Ohtani helping the Dodgers advance to the National League Championship Series for the first time since 2021. Tokyo is 16 hours ahead of Los Angeles, meaning the game started around 11 a.m. on Saturday morning in Japan.
The NLDS decider also drew more viewers than the last three MLB games played in Japan. The Dodgers and Padres opened the regular season with a pair of games in Tokyo.

Ohtani's first MLB postseason game on Oct. 5 averaged 9.1 million viewers in Japan. Ohtani had a three-run homer in the game, which the Dodgers won 7-5.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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Coldplay teaming with Barcelona for next clasico against Real Madrid
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                    Barcelona's Lamine Yamal controls a ball prior to a Spanish La Liga soccer match against Villarreal at the La Ceramica stadium in Villarreal, Spain, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Saiz)
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                                        BARCELONA, Spain (AP) -- Barcelona soccer team will wear special edition shirts with a logo of pop rock band Coldplay on their fronts for the upcoming clasico against Real Madrid.
Hansi Flick's team will wear the shirts when it visits Santiago Bernabeu Stadium on Oct. 26. Barcelona women's team will also wear them for a Spanish league game against Eibar on Nov. 2.
The club is also launching versions of the shirts for sale in limited editions. The proceeds will be donated to a project by UNHCR/ACNUR and the Barca Foundation to help fight the impact of climate change in refugee camps in Uganda.

Barcelona has put the names of popular music artists on its shirt for clasicos in recent seasons since teaming up with music streaming service Spotify, which sponsors both the team's shirts and the Camp Nou stadium. Those artists include The Rolling Stones, Rosalia and Drake.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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Percival Everett's 'James' wins $50,000 Kirkus Prize for fiction
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Percival Everett's novel "James," his acclaimed reworking of "The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn," has won a $50,000 prize that continues Everett's recent wave of literary honors. 
On Wednesday night, "James" was awarded the Kirkus Prize for fiction. Everett's novel, which imagines Mark Twain's classic from the perspective of the escaped enslaved man whom Huckleberry Finn befriends, is also a finalist for the National Book Award and the Booker Prize. 
In the past three years, Everett has been a runner-up for the Pulitzer Prize and for the National Book Critics Circle prize, won the PEN/Jean Stein award for the novel "Dr. No" and received such lifetime achievement honors as the Windham-Campbell Literature Prize and the Hurston/Wright Legacy Award. His 2001 novel "Erasure" was adapted last year into the Oscar-nominated film "American Fiction."

    


Adam Higginbotham's "Challenger," about the 1986 space shuttle tragedy, won the Kirkus Prize for nonfiction; and Kenneth M. Cadow's "Gather," a coming-of-age novel set in rural Vermont, was cited for young readers' literature. Like Everett, Higginbotham and Cadow each will receive $50,000.


"This year's prize-winning books -- each written with elegance and lucidity -- illuminate tragedies both personal and historical, helping us to better understand our world and the spirit of human resilience," Tom Beer, editor-in-chief of Kirkus, said in a statement.

The awards are presented by the longtime publication Kirkus Reviews. Previous winners of the awards, established in 2014, include Ta-Nehisi Coates, Roz Chast and James McBride.
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TNT and its sports platforms to show new Unrivaled women's 3-on-3 basketball league games
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            New York Liberty's Jonquel Jones, left, attempts to score against Minnesota Lynx's Napheesa Collier (24) during the first half in Game 1 of a WNBA basketball final playoff series, Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            New York Liberty's Breanna Stewart (30) shoots during the first half in Game 2 of a WNBA basketball final playoff series against the Minnesota Lynx, Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            New York Liberty's Breanna Stewart (30) shoots during the first half in Game 2 of a WNBA basketball final playoff series against the Minnesota Lynx, Sunday, Oct. 13, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- The new Unrivaled women's basketball 3-on-3 league will have its games broadcast on TNT and its sports platforms.
The league announced a multiyear partnership with the network to show more than 45 games from the inaugural season that begins in January. Matchups will be shown three nights a week with twice-weekly games on TNT on Mondays and Fridays. Games that are played on Saturday will be shown on truTV.
Games begin on Jan. 17 and will be played in Miami.
"Our TNT Sports portfolio centers on premium live sports and our media and equity partnership with Unrivaled deepens our commitment to further expanding the depth of top tier women's sports programming we offer our fans and presents an opportunity for us to shape and amplify the continued growth of women's basketball," said Luis Silberwasser, chairman and CEO of TNT Sports.

    


The league features 30 of the top women's basketball players across six teams and was co-founded by Napheesa Collier and Breanna Stewart.
"I mean, to be able to have a network like that that supports us, especially in Year 1, I think is just a huge testament to women's basketball right now and how much it's growing," Collier told The Associated Press at shootaround before Game 3 of the WNBA Finals on Thursday.




Having all the games on one platform was huge for the new league. The league was also having discussions with ESPN, Amazon, ION and the CW. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"We had a lot of interest as you could imagine and you know, we thought about carving this up in certain ways, but to give credit to Luis and the vision that he had, he wanted it all," said former Turner President David Levy, who is the co-founder and co-CEO of Horizon Sports & Experiences and helped secure the media rights deal. "He thought it was smart for the league. And we talked about it, and we ended up deciding that maybe it is right to go with one entity, and a strong entity."

    


TNT will have a studio show at least one of the two nights it's showing games.
"Being on TNT, you know, for two of the three nights is really important, not just to help grow this league, but also to the women who play in it," said Levy. "You know, they they grew up watching TNT. And then let's not forget Bleacher Report and House of Highlights. That's where all the Gen Z'ers are."
Unrivaled President Alex Bazzell said that being on TV was received really well by the players.
"I think there's a lot of nostalgia that goes along with this for the athletes," he said. "We have an obligation with whichever partner it is that it's someone they're proud of and I think that first and foremost they're really proud of this partnership. I've gotten tons of texts that our athletes are pumped up." 
Salaries for the new league will be in the six figures. Compensation was key for players, many of whom have spent their offseason overseas supplementing their WNBA incomes. The average WNBA base salary is about $130,000 with the top stars able to earn more than $500,000 through salary, marketing agreements, an in-season tournament and bonuses. Many of the players also will have an equity stake in the league.


    


The league will run for eight weeks with the 30 players divided into six teams. The squads will play two games a week with the contests taking place on a court about two-thirds the size of a WNBA one. The teams will stay the same throughout the season.
___
AP WNBA: https://apnews.com/hub/wnba-basketball
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            Actor Diego Luna shares the final costume piece that snapped him into character for his role in the Hulu series based on the boxer known as "La Maquina." (Oct 15)
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            Gael Garcia Bernal and Diego Luna pose for a portrait to promote the film "La Maquina" on Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024, in West Hollywood, Calif. (Photo by Rebecca Cabage/Invision/AP)
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                                        WEST HOLLYWOOD, Calif. (AP) -- Separately, Diego Luna and Gael Garcia Bernal are highly regarded actors. Together, they are a force to be reckoned with since starring in Alfonso Cuaron's 2001 cult classic "Y tu mama tambien." 
They have embarked on another on-screen project, co-starring in Hulu's first Spanish-language production, "La Maquina," now streaming. That's 12 years after working together on the 2012 film "Casa de Mi Padre."
"Working with Gael is that. It's returning to the familiar, to what has always been there," Luna said at the series' Los Angeles premiere. "We've continued this connection and maintained it very easily."
"La Maquina" tells the story of an aging boxer (Garcia Bernal) whose manager and close friend (Luna) secures him one last chance at a comeback. Their final shot at victory is challenged when mysterious forces threaten the fight and life itself. The show is produced by Searchlight Television, along with Luna and Garcia Bernal's production company El Corriente de Golfo.

    


On set, showrunner Marco Ramirez says the synergy between Luna and Garcia Bernal had him replacing scripted lines for the duo's playful banter.


"They were kind of born to work together and born to riff with each other," Ramirez said. "I would be like, 'This scene is fine. The writing is okay, but what they're doing is so much better.'"
Luna and Garcia Bernal spoke with The Associated Press about how the series deals with aging and body image, as well as the role activism plays in their lives as actors and producers.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The interview has been edited for clarity and brevity.
AP: Your characters explore the themes of body image and aging from different points of view. Why was it important for you to share your character's perspective, and more broadly, a male perspective?
LUNA: There is this monster we have to fight which is a pressure of like, 'How do we look?' We are on screens all the time and and we are televised 24/7.
These two characters are struggling to let go and move into the next stage. It's fascinating to create a parallel -- and at the same time, make characters so different. This man, Andy, the guy that I portray, he's a guy who wishes to be seen, but he's looking in the wrong places. It has to start from the inside, but he's just looking at the outside -- which is a metaphor for the world we're living in, which stays on the surface so much. We're so afraid of digging further or of going deeper.

    


GARCIA BERNAL: In regards to Esteban, the concept of aging comes for men in sports, particularly in boxing, in these contact sports. For women it's beauty and for men it's sports, where it kind of manifests in a very natural way. 
It's incredible that at that point in your life -- the athlete is finally enjoying what they're doing. You're finally starting to have fun -- but that's when the body is just not responding. It is a quite incredible process; you have your whole life in front of you but you have to step away from what you loved. You have to say goodbye -- to success as well, which is really complicated. And sports is very, very cruel in that sense.
AP: How do you combat that as an actor? In Hollywood, you're in front of the camera all the time. How do you keep yourself from taking on the mindsets these characters have about aging?
LUNA: We are in a very luxurious position, where what we do gets better and better with time. The characters that I can do now are the ones that I've been wanting to do for a long time. 

    


Just as life gets more complex, as maturity comes, your characters become more complex and interesting. There are some things I can do now that I'm a father. There's just some relations I understand much better now that I went through a long relation with my father. I lost him. Now, I have a lot to say there. The line between the professional and the personal is blurry in this journey we have -- as actors or as storytellers. 
GARCIA BERNAL: It is a privilege to be able to sublimate that as actors. Also, we had the fortune of growing up in very loving environments where we're not forced to think about (the negative aspects of aging). We're really far away from those concepts, but they might affect us in other ways. But there's that moment that as friends, Diego and I have confessed to each other as friends like, 'Man, I don't play futbol anymore. Why? Because I get hurt. And I cannot work if I'm--" It's a bit sad but it happens to everybody.

    


LUNA: Now, I have to stretch in the mornings.
AP: You chose to explore the dangers that journalists face in Mexico through Eiza Gonzalez's character. What made you want to focus on this narrative approach? 
LUNA: To me, Eiza's role is really important because it's crucial -- media plays a very important role in sports. It's not a story about boxing, you know, but about what boxing generates in a community. 
Are we telling the story from the right angle? Are we really paying respect to those who dedicate their lives to sports? Inevitably, we talk about the country, and Mexico is an important subject of this TV series. What journalists are facing in Mexico is happening today and therefore it's a part of everything. 
AP: There's synergy to your working dynamic as producers. How do you use the platform you both have built to focus on injustices that are happening?
GARCIA BERNAL: It's a natural part of our unspoken sort of deal with each other. It was in everything from the beginning. We were both interested in our environment, in what's happening. And we found, in the cinema, a great way to express ourselves with complete and absolute freedom. And so we purposely always search for films that actually shed a light on all the gray areas that exist -- to understand things a little bit more.

    


LUNA: We're part of the audience and as part of the audience, we are searching for that opportunity. The approach we have is to always be aware of that beautiful thing that happens in cinema when you find someone else's story, when you give yourself the time, when you have the curiosity to listen and to get affected.
AP: Diego, you go through a huge physical transformation with the prosthetics. What was an element for you, that last piece that helped you get fully into character as Andy? 
LUNA: It was the butt. Definitely.
GARCIA BERNAL: (laughs) 
LUNA: I was like, putting too many things (prosthetics) on the face, and suddenly the butt came in. I was like, 'Oh, no, let's get rid of this and this.' We went too far and then pulled back a bit. If you see the real references we had, we basically stopped half way. 

It was an interesting process, an exciting one, a scary one also because, it took time to actually see it working. It wasn't until I got a reaction from Gael and the rest that I was like, 'Okay, I think we got it. This is working.' 
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            FILE - Wayne Kramer, co-founder of the protopunk Detroit band the MC5, performs at the after party for the CBGB West Coast Premiere Powered by Ciroc in Beverly Hills, Calif., on Oct. 1, 2013. (Photo by Todd Williamson/Invision for Ciroc/AP, File)
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            This cover image released by earMUSIC shows "Heavy Liftin" by MC5. (earMUSIC via AP)
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            This cover image released by Hachette shows "MC5: An Oral Biography of Rock's Most Revolutionary Band" by Brad Tolinski, Jaan Uhelszki, and Ben Edmonds. (Hachette via AP)
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            FILE - Wayne Kramer, co-founder of the protopunk Detroit band the MC5, plays a guitar at his recording studio in Los Angeles on Jan. 16, 2012. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Before there was the Clash, Nirvana or Rage Against the Machine there was the MC5. 
"The MC5 was playing punk rock music before there was a name for it," says Tom Morello, a Rock & Roll Hall of Fame guitarist for bands like Rage Against the Machine and Audioslave.
"They built the lattice on which bands like The Stooges, The Ramones, The Clash, the Sex Pistols, Rage Against the Machine and System of a Down ply their trade."
The MC5 -- short for Motor City Five -- are getting into the Rock Hall this year, only months after the deaths of the two last original members, drummer Dennis "Machine Gun" Thompson and guitarist and singer Wayne Kramer.
The Detroit-based MC5 are part of the class of '24 that includes Peter Frampton,Foreigner,Cher,Mary J. Blige, A Tribe Called Quest, Kool & The Gang, Ozzy Osbourne, Dave Matthews Band, the late Jimmy Buffett, Dionne Warwick, Alexis Korner, the late John Mayall and Big Mama Thornton. The induction ceremony is Saturday in Cleveland.

    


The band -- which also included Fred "Sonic" Smith on guitars, Rob Tyner on vocals, Michael Davis on bass -- had little commercial success and put out just three albums, but its legacy endured, both for its sound and for its fusing of music to political action. During the chaos of the 1968 Democratic National Convention, only the MC5 showed up to play.




"The reason why they deserve to be in the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame is not because of the depth or breadth of their catalog. It's because of their influence. Without them, there is no punk rock music," says Morello. "They're on the Mount Rushmore of founders of this particular brand of music."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Kick Out the Jams" was their most famous song -- with the lyrics "Put that mic in my hand/And let me kick out the jam" and "Let me be who I am/And let me kick out the jams." A live album of the same name reached the top 40 in 1969, their highest-charting release. They also released the studio albums "Back in the USA" and "High Time" before breaking up at the end of 1972.

    


In quiet honor of the MC5, Rage Against the Machine would nickname their band's fastest song "MC5" when they were recording albums. For months, that's what "Sleep Now in the Fire" from the album "The Battle of Los Angeles" was called.
Grammy Award-winning producer Don Was grew up in Detroit and vividly remembers catching MC5 live, calling what he heard "a tsunami of sound." 
"To me, they unleashed a power. You could taste the music and see it. It was never really captured on any recordings. It was a big, monolithic wall of distortion and groove." 
Morello and Was are among several musicians appearing on a new MC5 album, "Heavy Lifting," which comes out this month and includes songs by Kramer and Thompson. Slash, Vernon Reid and William DuVall of Alice in Chains also contributed. 
"The idea, as Wayne described to me, was to make one last great MC5 record that would distill the spirit that the band had decades before but was also a product of where those influences lead," says Morello. "I put everything I had into it. I'm like, 'Let's make one more really, really great MC5 record.'" 

    


There's also a new book, "MC5: An Oral Biography of Rock's Most Revolutionary Band" by music journalists Brad Tolinski, Jaan Uhelszki and Ben Edmonds. It includes stories from Iggy and the Stooges, Janis Joplin, Jimi Hendrix, promoter Bill Graham, John Lennon and the Jefferson Airplane.
Morello, who on the nominating committee at the Rock Hall, says he's been pushing for the inclusion of the MC5 for years and recent changes in the Cleveland-based organization has led to more fan favorites, like Rush, Kiss, Judas Priest -- and now MC5.
"The Rock & Roll Hall of Fame tells a story. It can't tell every story, but it tells a story. I think that story is becoming broader and more reflective of rock fandom than in the past when it might have been a more delicately curated situation."
Kramer, who spent years in prison on drug charges, later established Jail Guitar Doors U.S.A., a nonprofit that donates musical instruments to inmates and offers songwriting workshops in prisons. He helped people get sober, find jobs for former inmates, build music careers for at-risk youth and was always up to back a progressive cause.

    


Was says Kramer went from believing that a revolution was coming in the 1960s to realizing it might fail but still trying to make life better for people.

"Wayne Kramer was the best man I've ever known," says Morello, who will help induct the MC5 on Saturday. "He possessed a one-of-a-kind mixture of deep wisdom and profound compassion with beautiful empathy and tenacious conviction."
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            New York Mets second baseman Jose Iglesias celebrates on the field after the Mets beat the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            New York Mets' Jose Iglesias celebrates after hitting an RBI single during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the Washington Nationals, Monday, Sept. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            New York Mets' Jose Iglesias throws to first base during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Milwaukee Brewers, Friday, Sept. 27, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Aaron Gash)
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            New York Mets second baseman Jose Iglesias catches a fly out by Philadelphia Phillies' Alec Bohm during the first inning of Game 1 of a baseball NL Division Series, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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            New York Mets' Francisco Lindor, left, Jose Iglesias, left center, David Peterson, right center, and Brandon Nimmo, right, celebrate in the dugout after taking the lead in the eighth inning of a baseball game against the Atlanta Braves, Monday, Sept. 30, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jason Allen)
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            New York Mets' Francisco Lindor (12) celebrates with Jose Iglesias after scoring on a hit by Brandon Nimmo during the eighth inning of Game 1 of a baseball NL Division Series against the Philadelphia Phillies, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)
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            New York Mets second baseman Jose Iglesias, left, throws over Los Angeles Dodgers' Max Muncy to complete a double play on a ground ball from Kike Hernandez during the sixth inning in Game 2 of a baseball NL Championship Series, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            New York Mets' Jose Iglesias (11) heads for first after driving in two runs on a base hit against the Philadelphia Phillies during the seventh inning of Game 3 of the National League baseball playoff series, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            From left, New York Mets' Luis Severino, Starling Marte, Jose Iglesias, and Brandon Nimmo pose with a sign after Nimmo hit a two-run home run during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Washington Nationals, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            New York Mets second baseman Jose Iglesias catches a fly out by Philadelphia Phillies' Alec Bohm during the first inning of Game 1 of a baseball NL Division Series, Saturday, Oct. 5, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It's a pop hit like many others: An ascending chorus, an addictive hook, a warm rhythm. But "OMG," performed by New York Mets infielder Jose Iglesias, has become the perfect anthem for the team's unlikely playoff run.
Since its release on streaming platforms in late June, "OMG" has become a hit for a Mets team with a fun-loving vibe, embraced on and off the field. The largely Spanish-language "OMG" is ubiquitous at Citi Field, while also raking in well over 2 million on-demand audio and video streams in the U.S. through Oct. 10, according to the music data and analytics company Luminate. On YouTube, the official music video has nearly 4.5 million views.
As the Mets head back to home turf Wednesday in the National League Championship Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, "OMG" may continue to soar: On Friday, superstar Pitbull shared a remix of the song alongside Colombian singer Silvestre Dangond.

    


Here's how a baseball player whose career seemed to be nearing its end hit a home run with the song.
The sound of 'OMG'

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The song is contemporary Latin pop, incorporating elements of reggaeton and tropical music -- pop sounds heard all over Latin America and the U.S., says music journalist and critic Gary Suarez, author of the Cabbages newsletter.




"As a song, it is just pure, positive pop music," he says. "It is a celebration of good things over adversity, which feels very right for a baseball song." 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
A sample lyric: "No tengo nada pero soy feliz," or "I have nothing but I'm happy."
Its bilingual chorus, too, allows "OMG" to appeal to a broad audience. "Oh my god! Dame salud y prosperidad," the 34-year-old Cuban-born Iglesias sings. It translates to "Oh my god! Give me health and prosperity." 
For some communities, a song like this is a long time coming. "There are so many Dominican, Puerto Rican, Cuban people playing baseball right now. And the Mets, of course, are no exception. And so, I think there was a certain amount of a need for a song like this to come from and reflect this world," Suarez says.

    


As for the Pitbull remix, Suarez points out that the song was written near Miami, Pitbull's stomping grounds. 
"He is a ubiquitous pop star that lends greater appeal to this, especially in a time when the Mets are in the National League Championship Series," he says. "It doesn't hurt to have some star power behind it. And maybe that helps to have a longer lifespan beyond, you know, the end of the Mets season."
While Pitbull is known to be a Marlins fan (even once recording the theme song "Marlins Time to Represent"), he told The Associated Press in a statement that, as a Cuban American, he related to Iglesias "because of our shared culture."
The song "is about being an underdog and positivity making it the perfect fit," Pitbull said.
How Jose Iglesias became Candelita
Iglesias broke into the big leagues with the Boston Red Sox as a 21-year-old in May 2011, finished second in AL Rookie of the Year voting in 2013 and was an All-Star with Detroit in 2015. The Mets are his seventh team in 12 major league seasons, and he's earned nearly $40 million in salary.

    


But by 2023, his future in MLB was cloudy at best. He was released by Miami and San Diego -- twice by the Padres -- and only played briefly in the minor leagues. That's when he started to release Latin pop songs under the moniker Candelita (a Spanish term in the Caribbean for someone who is energetic or passionate), starting with "Tambor" and "Cantinero." Earlier this year, he released a collaboration with Cuban singer Lenier, "No Voy a Volver," as well as a few other solo tracks: "Te Lo Adverti" and "Perdoname Padre."
Nothing, though, has hit like "OMG." Iglesias wrote and recorded it last offseason at home on a ranch outside Miami, while also preparing to join the Mets on a minor league contract. 
He began the season in Triple-A, but the team's poor start opened an unexpected opportunity for him in Queens. When he played his first game with New York on May 31, "OMG" was his walk-up song. He quickly emerged as a sparkplug for the Mets, earning more playing time, and his song became a rallying cry for the team.

    


Iglesias performed "OMG" live for the first time after the Mets beat the Houston Astros at Citi Field in late June, and it has since become an anthem for not only the team, but Mets fans, too.
"OMG" debuted at No. 1 on Billboard's Latin Digital Song Sales in July, selling over 1,000 downloads in its first week. The official music video features dancing employees -- an Amazon worker, a mechanic, a cook -- and ends in an outdoor party.
"It's hard to say how I feel," Iglesias said after that ballpark performance. "That was a big deal. Singing in front of great fans and seeing my teammates running up there is just a dream come true."
Now, the song follows every Mets homer at Citi Field and accompanies every win. After home runs, smiling players pose in the dugout for group photos holding an "OMG" sign in blue and orange -- team colors, of course.

    


The song also plays in the Mets clubhouse, where they've enjoyed three champagne celebrations in the past three weeks, first for clinching a playoff spot and then twice for advancing. 
Are there other baseball players who are musicians?
Music is inextricable from the ballpark experience, between players' walk-up songs to eighth-inning singalongs to the likes of "Piano Man" or "Mr. Brightside" at Citi Field. So, it shouldn't come as much of a surprise that some ballplayers get in the studio.
It's also not totally uncommon for them to see some chart success: baseball and football star Deion Sanders' 1994 R&B-rap record "Prime Time" hit No. 14 on Billboard's Heatseekers Albums chart and No. 70 on its Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums chart. Former Yankee Bernie Williams' debut album, 2003's "The Journey Within," hit No. 3 on the Jazz Albums chart.
Who could remix 'OMG' next?

There's no shortage of musician Mets fans: Nas has name-checked the team a few times. The Beastie Boys' Ad-Rock and MCA were notable fans. Nicki Minaj is said to be a fan, per MLB.com, having grown up in Queens. Billy Joel was the last to play the Mets' historic Shea Stadium before its demolition.
No word on whether Grimace is entertaining a musical career, but the possibilities are endless. 
___
This story has been corrected to note Iglesias finished second in AL Rookie of the Year voting in 2013.
___
AP Baseball Writer Mike Fitzpatrick contributed to this report.
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            FILE - Former New York Yankees' Bernie Williams performs the national anthem before a baseball game against the Detroit Tigers, Sept. 5, 2023, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger, File)
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            FILE - New York Mets second baseman Jose Iglesias celebrates on the field after the Mets beat the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger, File)
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            FILE - Former Cincinnati Reds player Bronson Arroyo throws out a ceremonial first pitch before a baseball game between the Reds and the Milwaukee Brewers, July 15, 2023, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)
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            FILE - Umpire Joe West during a baseball game between the San Francisco Giants and the San Diego Padres in San Francisco, Oct. 1, 2021. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)
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            FILE - Former Seattle Mariners player Ken Griffey Jr. arrives during the induction ceremony for former pitcher Felix Hernandez into the Mariners Hall of Fame, Aug. 12, 2023, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)
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            FILE - Former Oakland Athetics pitcher Barry Zito sings the national anthem before the Athletics play the Texas Rangers in Oakland, Calif., Sept. 26, 2024. (Carlos Avila Gonzalez/San Francisco Chronicle via AP, File)
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            FILE - Chicago White Sox's Yoan Moncada holds a bat in the dugout before a spring training baseball game against the San Diego Padres, March 9, 2024, in Peoria, Ariz. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)
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            FILE - Chicago Cubs president Theo Epstein speaks to reporters during the 27th annual Chicago Cubs baseball convention, in Chicago, Jan. 13, 2012. (AP photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)
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            FILE - Former New York Yankees' Bernie Williams performs the national anthem before a baseball game against the Detroit Tigers, Sept. 5, 2023, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger, File)
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            FILE - New York Mets second baseman Jose Iglesias celebrates on the field after the Mets beat the Philadelphia Phillies in Game 4 of the National League baseball playoff series, Oct. 9, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger, File)
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            FILE - Former Cincinnati Reds player Bronson Arroyo throws out a ceremonial first pitch before a baseball game between the Reds and the Milwaukee Brewers, July 15, 2023, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)
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            FILE - Umpire Joe West during a baseball game between the San Francisco Giants and the San Diego Padres in San Francisco, Oct. 1, 2021. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)
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            FILE - Former Seattle Mariners player Ken Griffey Jr. arrives during the induction ceremony for former pitcher Felix Hernandez into the Mariners Hall of Fame, Aug. 12, 2023, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)
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            FILE - Former Oakland Athetics pitcher Barry Zito sings the national anthem before the Athletics play the Texas Rangers in Oakland, Calif., Sept. 26, 2024. (Carlos Avila Gonzalez/San Francisco Chronicle via AP, File)
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            FILE - Chicago White Sox's Yoan Moncada holds a bat in the dugout before a spring training baseball game against the San Diego Padres, March 9, 2024, in Peoria, Ariz. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)
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            FILE - Chicago Cubs president Theo Epstein speaks to reporters during the 27th annual Chicago Cubs baseball convention, in Chicago, Jan. 13, 2012. (AP photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)
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                                        There is Bronson Arroyo, Barry Zito and Bernie Williams. Former stars like Ken Griffey Jr., Deion Sanders and Mike Piazza. Current ballplayers like Yoan Moncada, and prospects, too. Longtime executive Theo Epstein, along with retired umpire Joe West.
When it comes to baseball and music, the connection runs a lot deeper than walk-up songs and "Take Me Out to the Ballgame."
The soundtrack of the New York Mets' run to this year's NL Championship Series includes Jose Iglesias' "OMG," adding another link between America's pastime and the music of its biggest fans. The veteran infielder released his hit song in June.
There is a long history of baseball figures who made their own music. Here is a closer look at some of the biggest names:
Hitters with hits
Williams, 56, just might be baseball's best musician ever. Williams, a four-time World Series champion with the New York Yankees, has a bachelor's degree from the Manhattan School of Music. He performed with the New York Philharmonic in April.

    


"Even though there's a lot of people who do baseball for the rest of their lives and they're involved in the game one way or another, I think of those terms when I think of music," Williams said in 2016. "There's no ceiling, there's no limit on how much you can learn and how many different directions you can take what you know, whether it's teaching or performing or doing anything with music impacting lives."




Griffey, a Hall of Famer and cultural icon, rapped on the "The Way I Swing" on Kid Sensation's 1992 album, "The Power of Rhyme." The song opens with Dave Niehaus' call of Griffey's first career homer for Seattle in his home debut on April 10, 1989.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Griffey, 54, and Piazza were inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 2016. Piazza, 56, is credited with performing "death growls" on Black Label Society's barnburner "Stronger than Death."
Dick Allen was one of baseball's most feared sluggers in the 1960s and early '70s. He also was the lead singer for The Ebonistics, a doo-wop group. 

    


Long before he became the football coach at the University of Colorado, Sanders was a speedy outfielder for parts of nine seasons in the majors. He also released an album called "Prime Time" in the mid-1990s, featuring the classic tune, "Must Be the Money."
Moncada, 29, is part of a current generation of ballplayers who have dabbled in music. Moncada released a Latin pop song in 2021, "Desastre Personal," alongside Cuban reggaeton singer El Chacal and Cuban singer Lenier. Victor Scott II is a rapper and one of St. Louis' top prospects.
Pitchers with pitch
Zito played for San Francisco and Oakland during his 15 years in the majors, winning the AL Cy Young Award in 2002. The left-hander also is quite the musician and songwriter.
Zito, 46, released a six-song country EP -- "No Secrets -- in 2017, and he has a studio in Nashville, Tennessee. Both of his parents worked with singer and jazz pianist Nat King Cole.
Zito and Arroyo both made their big league debut in 2000, and Adam Wainwright broke into the majors with St. Louis in 2005. Like Zito, Arroyo, 47, and Wainwright, 43, also have enjoyed their own music careers.

    


Arroyo has released two albums; "Covering the Bases" in 2005, and "Some Might Say" last year. Wainwright, who retired after last season, put out his first country album in April, entitled "Hey Y'all."
It's not just the players
Epstein is known for winning a total of three World Series titles as an executive with the Boston Red Sox and Chicago Cubs. But he also has played guitar on stage with good buddy and Pearl Jam frontman Eddie Vedder.

West, who holds the major league umpire record with 5,460 regular-season games, is a country music singer and songwriter -- leading to the nicknames "Cowboy Joe" and "Country Joe." When he broke the umpiring record in Chicago in 2021, country music singer Emmylou Harris was on hand and The Oak Ridge Boys sung the national anthem before the game.
___
AP Music Writer Maria Sherman contributed.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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                    This cover image released by Simon & Schuster shows "Who Knew" by Barry Diller. (Simon & Schuster via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Barry Diller has a memoir coming out next spring, covering a life that could fill multiple volumes. 
Simon & Schuster announced Wednesday that Diller's "Who Knew" will be released May 20, following his rise from the mail room of the William Morris Agency to the heights of wealth and influence. His many achievements range from producing "Raiders of the Lost Ark" and "Saturday Night Fever" to founding the Fox Broadcasting Company.
"I've had a history with telling stories and I thought mine was a good yarn if I could write it myself and tell it truthfully. I welcome it being out there for others to judge, and hopefully enjoy," Diller, 82, said in a statement.
He will also write about his marriage to Diane von Furstenberg and his current position as chairman and CEO of the holding company IAC, where brands include Tinder, Expedia and such magazines as People and Travel + Leisure.

    


"Barry Diller's book is about much more than business. It is a remarkably honest and entertaining account of his personal journey, an unconventional love story, and a fascinating tour through show business and digital media," Jonathan Karp, CEO of Simon & Schuster and book's editor, said in a statement. "Readers know when an author is telling the truth, and 'Who Knew' is delightfully candid on every page, in addition to being full of insights about our lives at work."



Financial terms for Diller's book deal were not disclosed. He was represented by Robert Barnett, the Washington attorney whose clients range from Barbra Streisand to former President Bill Clinton. Earlier this year, "Who Knew" was listed on Amazon.com as an Alfred A. Knopf release but was then removed. When asked about the apparent change in publishers, Barnett declined comment.
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Michelle Obama will headline an Atlanta rally aimed at boosting voter turnout
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                    FILE - Former first lady Michelle Obama speaks during the Democratic National Convention Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Former first lady Michelle Obama will headline a rally in Atlanta a week before the Nov. 5 election alongside celebrities and civic leaders focusing on engaging younger and first-time voters, as well as voters of color.
The Oct. 29 event will be hosted by When We All Vote, a nonpartisan civic engagement group that Obama founded in 2018 to "change the culture around voting" and reach out to people who are less likely to engage in politics and elections.
The rally is likely to help the campaign of Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic presidential nominee, in a closely contested state. Obama is one of the party's best-known figures and gave a speech boosting Harris' candidacy at the national convention in August.
It is unclear which celebrities will attend the rally but organizers noted that the group's co-chairs include professional basketball players Stephen Curry and Chris Paul; musical artists Becky G, H.E.R., Selena Gomez, Jennifer Lopez and Janelle Monae; beauty influencer Bretman Rock; and actors Tom Hanks, Lin-Manuel Miranda and Kerry Washington.

    


The group has hosted more than 500 "Party at the Polls" events across the country focused on increasing voter registration and turnout. The events have ranged from pop-up block parties in Las Vegas, Phoenix and Philadelphia to voter registration partnerships with professional sports leagues and music festivals over the past year.




"The goal is to take the energy and momentum at the rally to the ballot box," said Beth Lynk, executive director of When We All Vote. "We want to bring the culture, the energy and the momentum together in one big space."

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Lynk said the group chose Atlanta because of the state's diversity and the impact that only a handful of voters can make in Georgia. About one-third of Georgia's electorate is Black alongside rapidly growing Asian American and Latino communities. When We All Vote is focused on engaging college students on campuses in the metropolitan Atlanta area, Lynk said.


    


"Something that we have been hearing from young voters is that a lot of people don't believe that their votes have power. But they do, plain and simple," Lynk said. "We know that democracy has to work for all of us and that's what we will be stressing at this rally."
The rally will take place just before early voting ends in Georgia on Nov. 1, less than a week before Election Day.
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The world's second Sphere will be built in the UAE capital after the first opened in Las Vegas

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Red Bull driver Max Verstappen, of the Netherlands, drives past the Sphere during the Formula One Las Vegas Grand Prix auto race, on Nov. 18, 2023, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Nick Didlick, File)
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- The world's second Sphere is planned to be built in the capital of the United Arab Emirates after the opening of the first giant dome entertainment complex in Las Vegas. 
Abu Dhabi's Department of Culture and Tourism and Sphere Entertainment Co. announced the plan late Tuesday to bring a Sphere to the Middle East. 
Under the deal, Abu Dhabi will pay a franchise fee to Sphere Entertainment to build the second location using its designs. Abu Dhabi's government will pay to build the structure, as well as annual fees to Sphere Entertainment "for creative and artistic content."
The announcement offered no financing information, nor did it say where the Sphere would be built in the Emirati capital. Abu Dhabi's government did not immediately respond to questions about the project Wednesday. Sphere declined to comment beyond the initial announcement.

    


The massive $2.3 billion Las Vegas Sphere opened in 2023 as the gambling capital's most expensive entertainment venue. A high-resolution LED screen wraps halfway around the 17,500-seat audience. It has hosted concerts and sporting events inside the world's largest spherical structure standing at 366 feet (111 meters) tall and 516 feet (157 meters) wide.




However, efforts to build a second Sphere abroad have been choppy. London Mayor Sadiq Khan rejected a plan to build one in the city's east over multiple concerns last year, including light pollution. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Abu Dhabi has been trying to differentiate itself as a travel destination from neighboring Dubai in the UAE, an energy-rich federation of seven sheikhdoms on the Arabian Peninsula. 
The UAE is also preparing to open the first casino in the country. While the only one currently under construction is in the emirate of Ras al-Khaimah, other sheikhdoms in the country are believed to be actively considering having their own.

    


Sphere is the brainchild of James Dolan, the executive chair of Madison Square Garden and the owner of the New York Knicks and Rangers. 
Stock in Sphere closed more than 6% higher Tuesday on the New York Stock Exchange to $48.91 a share. That's a major boost after Benchmark last month downgraded Sphere Entertainment to "sell" over "concerns over the Sphere's "scalability, high production costs and a potentially underwhelming profitability outlook."
Meanwhile, some projects in the UAE have failed to be built or been delayed for years after being announced in economic downturns.

Trademark filings show Sphere Entertainment Co. trademark filings made as well in Japan, Oman and Qatar, though there's no announced plans for similar venues. Companies often protectively trademark their names in other markets without necessarily having business there. 
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            It takes water to flush a toilet and thousands of North Carolinians have been without it since Hurricane Helene ripped through the state. Local governments have been overwhelmed and that's spurring community organizing and innovation. (AP video by Erik Verduzco. Produced by Brittany Peterson)
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            McCullough Hager, 12, carries one of the jugs of purified water that his father, Jessan Hager and sister, Jessa, 9, background, tapped from a community well located on an urban farm that belongs to Bountiful Cities, a nonprofit organization Monday, Oct. 14, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek)
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            FILE - A view of damage in Asheville, N.C., is seen during an aerial tour with President Joe Biden who looked at areas impacted by Hurricane Helene near Asheville, N.C., Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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            FILE - Tristan Trechsel, a volunteer with grassroots group BeLoved Asheville, flushes a toilet with water in a low-income independent living facility, with no running water on Oct. 8, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (Travis Long/The News & Observer via AP, File)
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            Volunteers work to lower the roof of a platform that will be used to provide water from a community well located on an urban farm that belongs to Bountiful Cities, a nonprofit organization, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek)
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            Volunteers, Ben Gordon, left, and Anthony Rubino work on digging a ditch for pipes to offer both nonpotable and potable water for the community, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek)
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            Volunteer, Anthony Rubino digs a ditch for pipes to connect water from a community well that will more easily provide the neighborhood with water, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek)
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            Jeffrey Martyn, a plumber and electrician works on a pipe fitting that draws water from a community well located on an urban farm that belongs to Bountiful Cities, a nonprofit organization, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek)
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            Jeffrey Martyn, a plumber and electrician puts pipe into a freshly made ditch on an urban farm that belongs to Bountiful Cities, a nonprofit organization, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek)
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            Susanne, who only gave her first name, pushes a wagon filled with water from the community well located on an urban farm that belongs to Bountiful Cities, a nonprofit organization, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek)
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                                    It takes water to flush a toilet and thousands of North Carolinians have been without it since Hurricane Helene ripped through the state. Local governments have been overwhelmed and that's spurring community organizing and innovation. (AP video by Erik Verduzco. Produced by Brittany Peterson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 11 | 
            McCullough Hager, 12, carries one of the jugs of purified water that his father, Jessan Hager and sister, Jessa, 9, background, tapped from a community well located on an urban farm that belongs to Bountiful Cities, a nonprofit organization Monday, Oct. 14, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek)
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            FILE - A view of damage in Asheville, N.C., is seen during an aerial tour with President Joe Biden who looked at areas impacted by Hurricane Helene near Asheville, N.C., Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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            FILE - Tristan Trechsel, a volunteer with grassroots group BeLoved Asheville, flushes a toilet with water in a low-income independent living facility, with no running water on Oct. 8, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (Travis Long/The News & Observer via AP, File)
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            Volunteers work to lower the roof of a platform that will be used to provide water from a community well located on an urban farm that belongs to Bountiful Cities, a nonprofit organization, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek)
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            Volunteers, Ben Gordon, left, and Anthony Rubino work on digging a ditch for pipes to offer both nonpotable and potable water for the community, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek)
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            Volunteer, Anthony Rubino digs a ditch for pipes to connect water from a community well that will more easily provide the neighborhood with water, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek)
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            Jeffrey Martyn, a plumber and electrician works on a pipe fitting that draws water from a community well located on an urban farm that belongs to Bountiful Cities, a nonprofit organization, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek)
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            Jeffrey Martyn, a plumber and electrician puts pipe into a freshly made ditch on an urban farm that belongs to Bountiful Cities, a nonprofit organization, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek)
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            Neighborhood resident, Noah Bell, draws purified water from a community well located on an urban farm that belongs to Bountiful Cities, a nonprofit organization, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek)
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            Susanne, who only gave her first name, pushes a wagon filled with water from the community well located on an urban farm that belongs to Bountiful Cities, a nonprofit organization, Monday, Oct. 14, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek)
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                                        ASHEVILLE, N.C. (AP) -- It takes water to flush a toilet and tens of thousands of North Carolinians have been without it since Hurricane Helene ripped through the state three weeks ago. When Lark Frazier went around asking her Asheville neighbors how they were doing as far as water to flush, several burst into tears over the stress of where to go to the bathroom and what to do with the waste. 
Some told her they were eating less to avoid going. Others said they were dumping poop in the yard and covering it with leaves. An elderly woman mentioned planning to scoop it out of the toilet with her hands. 
"Not only is that horrifying and inhumane but it's dangerous for her to be handling her waste like that," Frazier said.
Since Helene swallowed mountain towns, damaged water infrastructure and killed nearly 250 people across the Southeast, local governments have been overwhelmed, and that's spurred community organizing and innovation. 

    


Frazier is one of the newly-minted leaders to have stepped up. She grew up in rural Colorado, using an outhouse for years before her family got a flush toilet. She drew on that experience, then came across the Emergency Toilet Guidebook online, published by the Regional Disaster Preparedness Organization in Oregon. She began fashioning rudimentary toilets and training others to do it, too. 


The concept is simple: line a sturdy bucket with a thick plastic bag, cover the top with a toilet seat or a water-resistant foam noodle for comfort, then drop in a handful of wood chips or other dry material after every use to absorb liquid and reduce odor. Pee should stay separate.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"Not having waste treated appropriately can absolutely lead to a major public health crisis," said Sue Mohnkern, who developed the guidebook. Mishandling fecal matter can lead to cholera, dysentery and other serious, even fatal diseases.
Mohnkern recommends everybody living in a disaster-prone area have an emergency toilet handy. 

    


Neither the city nor the county have released official guidelines on how to manage human waste without water to flush.
Frazier called that lack of guidance "astounding." 
County spokesperson Lillian Govus said no county could give sufficient attention to every important issue in a disaster of this scale. City councilwoman Kim Roney has released a video explaining how to use an emergency toilet. 
The city set up the first water refill sites about a week after Helene, when some 136,000 people across the Southeast had nonoperational water providers, according to the EPA. Around 100,000 were in the Asheville area, although the city says that number has been reduced significantly in the past week. Still, thousands lack water, and it's unclear when it'll be back on. Those who can't get to these refill sites are getting missed, and here again, volunteers fil the gap. 
Molly Black and Elle DeBruhl, strangers before the storm, now coordinate an army of neighbors from dawn to dusk to get flush water to people. From Florida to Ohio to Texas, people have donated cube-shaped, 250-gallon, white plastic containers known as IBC totes that are often used on farms, in the chemical industry and disasters. A single tote can nearly fill a 6-foot pickup bed. Black and DeBruhl have organized people to haul the totes to ponds, fill them using pumps, then take them to where they're needed, like apartment buildings. Other neighbors and volunteers pick up the work from there, taking buckets of water to residents in need.

    


"I don't even feel like I'm living my real life," said DeBruhl, whose employer EY, a global accounting firm, gave her paid leave to serve her community following the storm. "I went from a six-man tote operation to now I'm in charge of solving the nonpotable flushing water for the impacted area? Its crazy."
With cell service returned now, residents can text Black and DeBruhl's grassroots group, Flush AVL  -- AVL is the shorthand for Asheville -- to request a refill when their tote is empty. The group replenishes some 400 sites every other day. The city is helping with some of those, but this stopgap effort to preserve dignity and public health is mainly individuals donating their time and money.

    


Govus applauded the volunteer efforts.
"It helps fill the gaps and meet peoples needs as we're working on systems and major processes to get people food, shelter and water," she said. 
Yet another water solution is coming from people who still have water -- because they have a well. Erik Iverson lives near a well owned by an urban farm that wanted to help after the hurricane. He laid two 200-foot lengths of plastic PEX pipe to route the well water to the road for public access. 
Then he added filtration and ultraviolet light in order to offer drinkable water in addition to the flush water (the city, however, recommends boiling all water sources). Now people driving by can access multiple spouts, operated by a foot pedal connected to a chain, touch-free to minimize germs spreading. 

    


"With climate change this is probably not going to the be last time this happens," Iverson said. "No matter how resilient Asheville rebuilds their water system, it's simply poor planning to not have this infrastructure in place to deal with something like this again."
Wine to Water, a global nonprofit focused on clean water, paid for the purification for this and nine other wells whose owners have agreed to community access.
The private well owners "benefit from having purified water on their property, and when this happens again, they can jump right into offering this purified water again. That is resilience," Iverson said. 
Yet another grassroots group, Be Well AVL sprang up in the last two weeks and is pulling water from higher-capacity commercial wells offered up by local businesses, distributing it at apartments for low-income, elderly and disabled residents. They can't guarantee it's potable, given the official warning to boil water, but well water is typically cleaner than the pond water being distributed for flushing. 
Both sources are essential, said Grace Barron, an organizer with Be Well AVL.
"We absolutely need toilets to be flushed," Barron said. And "there's this other area of need for sanitation ... washing dishes, clothing and bathing," she said. There are infants in the community, she said, and they shouldn't be bathed in pond water.
Barron, an Asheville resident of 18 years, said Hurricane Helene has reminded residents of the caring culture that was a foundation of the city before it ballooned into one of the most expensive places to live in the state.
"Mutual aid has been a part of our community prior to this," she said. "The community connections we had before have only grown."
__
Videojournalist Erik Verduzco contributed from Asheville. 
__

The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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            The Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles on Wednesday denied a request for clemency for a man who this week could be the first person in the U.S. executed for a murder conviction tied to the diagnosis of shaken baby syndrome.
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            FILE - Texas lawmakers meet with Robert Roberson at a prison in Livingston, Texas, Sept. 27, 2024. (Criminal Justice Reform Caucus via AP, File)
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            Casandra Rivera, left, Anna Vasquez, second from left, and Elizabeth Ramirez, center, of the "San Antonio 4" group, hold boxes with petitions being delivered in the Texas State capitol for Texas Gov. Greg Abbott seeking the pardoning of Robert Roberson's execution, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024 in Austin, Texas. Roberson, 57, is scheduled to receive a lethal injection on Oct. 17, for the 2002 killing of his 2-year-old daughter, Nikki Curtis, in the East Texas city of Palestine. Roberson has long proclaimed his innocence. (AP Photo/Nadia Lathan)
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            Elizabeth Ramirez, center, Casandra Rivera, center right, and Anna Vasquez, second from right, of the "San Antonio 4" group, deliver boxes with petitions in the Texas State capitol for Texas Gov. Greg Abbott seeking the pardoning of Robert Roberson's execution, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, in Austin, Texas. Roberson, 57, is scheduled to receive a lethal injection on Oct. 17, for the 2002 killing of his 2-year-old daughter, Nikki Curtis, in the East Texas city of Palestine. Roberson has long proclaimed his innocence. (AP Photo/Nadia Lathan)
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- A Texas man who could be the first person in the U.S. executed for a murder conviction tied to a diagnosis of shaken baby syndrome is facing a lethal injection Thursday evening amid assertions by his attorneys and a diverse coalition of supporters who say he's innocent and was convicted on faulty scientific evidence.
Robert Roberson waited to hear whether his execution might be stopped by either Texas Gov. Greg Abbott or the U.S. Supreme Court -- his last two avenues for a stay. He is scheduled to receive a lethal injection at the state penitentiary in Huntsville. A Texas House committee is also trying to delay the execution by taking the extraordinary step of issuing a subpoena for Roberson to testify at a hearing next week about his case.
Roberson, 57, was condemned for the 2002 killing of his 2-year-old daughter, Nikki Curtis, in the East Texas city of Palestine. Roberson has long proclaimed his innocence, backed by some notable Republican lawmakers, Texas GOP megadonor and conservative activist Doug Deason and the lead detective on the case. Roberson's lawyers and some medical experts say his daughter died not from abuse but from complications related to pneumonia.

    


"He's an innocent man and we're very close to killing him for something he did not do," said Brian Wharton, the lead detective with Palestine police who investigated Curtis' death.




Lawyers ask Texas governor and Supreme Court to intervene
Roberson's lawyers waited to see if Abbott would grant Roberson a one-time 30-day reprieve. It's the only action Abbott can take in the case as the Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles on Wednesday denied Roberson's clemency petition.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The board voted unanimously, 6-0, to not recommend that Roberson's death sentence be commuted to life in prison or that his execution be delayed. All members of the board are appointed by the governor. The parole board has recommended clemency in a death row case only six times since the state resumed executions in 1982.

    


In his nearly 10 years as governor, Abbott has halted only one imminent execution, in 2018 when he spared the life of Thomas Whitaker, whose father had asked that his son not be put to death. The father had survived a shooting Whitaker had masterminded.
"We pray that Governor Abbott does everything in his power to prevent the tragic, irreversible mistake of executing an innocent man," Gretchen Sween, one of Roberson's attorneys, said in a statement.
A spokesperson for Abbott did not immediately reply to an email seeking comment.
Roberson's lawyers also have a stay request pending before the Supreme Court. The nation's highest court has rarely granted 11th-hour reprieves to people on death row.
Bipartisan committee takes extraordinary step to try to stop execution
The Texas House Criminal Jurisprudence Committee on Wednesday held an all-day meeting on Roberson's case. In a surprise move at the end of the hearing, the committee issued a subpoena for Roberson to testify next week. It was not immediately known if the committee's request could delay Thursday's execution.
The Texas Department of Criminal Justice, or TDCJ, is aware of the subpoena and is working with the Texas Attorney General's Office on next steps, said Amanda Hernandez, a TDCJ spokesperson.

    


During its meeting in Austin, the committee heard testimony about Roberson's case and whether a 2013 law created to allow people in prison to challenge their convictions based on new scientific evidence was ignored in Roberson's case.
Anderson County District Attorney Allyson Mitchell, whose office prosecuted Roberson, told the committee a court hearing was held in 2022 in which Roberson's attorneys presented their new evidence to a judge, who rejected their claims. Mitchell said the prosecution's case showed Curtis had been abused by her father.
"Based on the totality of the evidence, a murder took place here. Mr. Roberson took the life of his almost 3-year-old daughter," Mitchell said.
Most of the members of the committee are part of a bipartisan group of more than 80 state lawmakers, including at least 30 Republicans, who had asked the parole board and Abbott to stop the execution.

    


Execution puts spotlight on shaken baby syndrome
Roberson's scheduled execution has renewed debate over shaken baby syndrome, known in the medical community as abusive head trauma.
His lawyers as well as the Texas lawmakers, medical experts and others, including bestselling author John Grisham, say his conviction was based on faulty and now outdated scientific evidence. The diagnosis refers to a serious brain injury caused when a child's head is hurt through shaking or some other violent impact, like being slammed against a wall or thrown on the floor.
Roberson's supporters don't deny head and other injuries from child abuse are real. But they say doctors misdiagnosed Curtis' injuries as being related to shaken baby syndrome and that new evidence has shown the girl died from complications related to severe pneumonia.

    


Roberson's attorneys say he was wrongly arrested and later convicted after taking his daughter to a hospital. They say she had fallen out of bed in Roberson's home after being seriously ill for a week.
Roberson's lawyers have also suggested his autism, which was undiagnosed at the time of his daughter's death, was used against him as authorities became suspicious of him because of his lack of emotion over what had happened to her. Autism affects how people communicate and interact with others.
The American Academy of Pediatrics, other medical organizations and prosecutors say the diagnosis of shaken baby syndrome is valid and that doctors look at all possible things, including any illnesses, when determining if injuries were attributable to it.
Roberson's scheduled execution would come less than a month after Missouri put to death Marcellus Williams amid lingering questions about his guilt and whether his death sentence should have instead been commuted to life in prison. Williams was convicted in the 1998 killing of Lisha Gayle, a social worker and former St. Louis Post-Dispatch reporter.

Roberson's execution is scheduled to take place on the same day Alabama is set to execute Derrick Dearman, condemned for killing five people with an ax and gun during a 2016 drug-fueled rampage.
___
Follow Juan A. Lozano on X at https://x.com/juanlozano70.
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            Shoppers peruse merchandise at a Kohl's in Ramsey, N.J., Thursday, Oct. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Americans stepped up their purchases at retailers last month as low unemployment, steady pay gains and rising stock and home values helped sustain their willingness to spend despite higher prices. 
Retail sales rose 0.4% from August to September, the Commerce Department said Thursday, up from 0.1% the previous month and the third straight increase. Online retailers, restaurants, and grocery stores all reported higher sales.
Sales at gas stations fell, because of lower pump prices. The retail sales figures aren't adjusted for inflation, and the prices of goods fell slightly last month.
With the presidential election in its final weeks, Thursday's figures provided the latest sign that household spending is fueling a steady economic expansion even while inflation has cooled. In his campaign for the White House, Donald Trump has insisted that sweeping new tariffs on all imports and lower corporate taxes are needed to deliver healthy growth. Vice President Kamala Harris has countered with proposals for expanding tax credits for families with children and subsidizing home construction to try to lower housing costs.

    


"Retail sales came in well above expectations and continue to defy the 'weak economy' thesis," said Quincy Krosby, chief global strategist for LPL Financial, a wealth management firm. 




Restaurant sales jumped 1% from August to September, a sign that many Americans remain confident enough in their finances to boost their discretionary spending. Rising sales at sporting goods outlets point in the same direction.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Clothing store purchases leapt 1.5% last month, though sales at electronics and furniture stores dropped. 
Last week, the government reported that consumer prices rose just 2.4% in September from a year earlier, down from a peak inflation rate of 9.1% in June 2022 and barely above the Federal Reserve's 2% target. With prices coming under control, the Fed cut its benchmark interest rate last month for the first time in four years by a larger-than-usual half-point. By year's end, economists expect two additional Fed rate cuts, of smaller quarter-point increments, which should help ease borrowing costs over time. 

    


Yet the healthy pace of retail sales could strengthen the hand of Fed officials who have expressed a more cautious approach to rate cuts. Last month's half-point rate cut had coincided with worries that the job market might be rapidly weakening. But then the jobs report for September showed that hiring picked up last month, and the unemployment rate fell to a low 4.1%. 
Many analysts say they think cooler inflation and lower borrowing rates will help support the economy in the coming months. Last quarter, the economy grew at a solid 3% annual rate.
Still, research by the Fed has found that it's mostly upper- and middle-income Americans who are driving the increased retail spending by consumers. Many lower-income households, by contrast, have struggled to keep up with sharply higher prices and interest rates, and have increased their spending by much less. 

    


The lagging outcome for lower-income consumers marks a shift from before the pandemic, according to a research note by Sinem Hacioglu Hoke, a Fed economist, and two colleagues. Before the pandemic, they found, retail spending rose for all income groups at roughly the same pace. But about three years ago, upper- and middle-income consumers started to spend at much faster pace than lower-earning consumers.
By August 2024, spending on retail goods was nearly 17% higher than it was in January 2018 for upper-income households, defined as those making more than $100,000. For middle-income households -- those earning $60,000 to $100,000 -- their spending rose 13.3% during the same period. And for those earning less than $60,000, spending has risen just 7.9% since 2018, and it actually fell from mid-2021 through mid-2023. 
Thursday's retail sales report arrives amid expectations for a solid holiday shopping season, though perhaps not as robust as last year's, with many shoppers under pressure from higher prices despite the easing of inflation. The National Retail Federation has predicted that shoppers will increase their spending in November and December by between 2.5% and 3.5% over the same period a year ago. During the 2023 holiday shopping season, spending had surged by a stronger 3.9% from 2022.

    


To try to pull in shoppers, many retailers, from the holiday decor online retailer Balsam Hill to the crafts retailer Michaels, are displaying holiday merchandise and marketing earlier than they did a year ago. For the first time, Balsam Hill transformed what is traditionally its fall catalog, sent in September, into a holiday book.
The company's chief executive, Mac Harman, said its sales of holiday decor spiked in mid-September, a month earlier than it had a year ago. Harman said he also noticed that Halloween decor sold briskly in September, also a month earlier than in 2023.


    


Michaels, based in Irving, Texas, said it was setting up its holiday decor shop called Sprinkle Shop now, nearly a month earlier. It is also displaying its do-it-yourself offerings three weeks earlier than usual because some of its customers appear to want to save money by making their own gifts.
___
D'Innocenzio reported from New York.
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            Robert Telles, a former Las Vegas-area Democratic elected official, reacts to his sentencing in the killing of an investigative journalist who wrote articles critical of his conduct in office, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool)
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            Former coworkers of Robert Telles, from right, Benet Murphy, Aleisha Goodwin, Noraine Pagdanganan and Rita Reid react to his sentencing in the killing of an investigative journalist who wrote articles critical of his conduct in office, Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024, at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool)
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            FILE - Clark County Public Administrator Robert Telles, right, talks to Las Vegas Review-Journal reporter Jeff German in his Las Vegas office, May 11, 2022. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, File)
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            FILE - Robert Telles, right, a former Clark County public administrator charged in the murder of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German, listens to closing arguments during his murder trial at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas, Aug. 26, 2024. With Telles are his attorneys Robert Draskovich, left, and Michael Horvath. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool, File)
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            FILE - District Judge Michelle Leavitt speaks during a hearing for a juror question during deliberations for murder trial for Robert Telles, a former Clark County public administrator charged in the murder of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German, at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas, Aug. 26, 2024. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool, File)
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- A former Las Vegas-area Democratic elected official was sentenced Wednesday to at least 28 years in Nevada state prison for killing an investigative journalist who wrote articles critical of his conduct in office two years ago and exposed an intimate relationship with a female coworker. 
A judge invoked sentencing enhancements for use of a deadly weapon and the age of the reporter to add eight years to the minimum 20-years-to-life sentence that a jury set in August after finding Robert Telles guilty of first-degree murder.
"The judge couldn't sentence him to any more time," Clark County District Attorney Steve Wolfson said after telling reporters the sentence represented justice for the community. "She gave him the maximum."
Telles, 47, testified in his defense at trial, denying he stabbed Las Vegas Review-Journal reporter Jeff German to death in September 2022. But evidence against him was strong -- including his DNA beneath German's fingernails.

    


Telles was the administrator of a county office that handles unclaimed estate and probate cases when he was arrested and jailed without bail several days after German's killing. He was stripped of his elected position weeks later.




Standing in shackles before Clark County District Court Judge Michelle Leavitt, Telles offered "deepest condolences" to German's family but again denied responsibility.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
"I understand the desire to seek justice and hold somebody accountable for this," he said. "But I did not kill Mr. German."
Prosecutor Pamela Weckerly told the judge that evidence showed Telles killed German because "he didn't like what Mr. German had written about him. He felt that Mr. German had cost him an elected position."
"This type of violence, this sort of political violence," the prosecutor said, "is unacceptable and dangerous for a community as a whole."
Defense attorney Robert Draskovich asked for leniency and told the judge that Telles intends to appeal his conviction. After sentence was pronounced, Draskovich withdrew as Telles' defense lawyer.

    


German, 69, was a respected reporter who spent 44 years covering crime, courts and corruption in Las Vegas. 
"Twenty-eight years. I don't know that you can quantify Jeff's life that way," said Rita Reid, the current holder of Telles' former job. Reid was among colleagues who asked German to investigate Telles' management in 2022, and she sat through all his court hearings, trial and sentencing. "Is that a fair trade? The whole community lost out," she said.
"We'll never forget Jeff," Review-Journal Executive Editor Glenn Cook said on behalf of Nevada's largest newspaper. "His killing remains an immeasurable loss for his family, friends, colleagues and community, and for journalism itself."
Telles lost bid for a second term in office after German's stories described turmoil and bullying at the Clark County Public Administrator/Guardian office and a romantic relationship between Telles and a female employee. His law license was suspended following his arrest.

    


Police sought public help to identify a person captured on neighborhood security video driving a maroon SUV and walking while wearing a broad straw hat that hid his face and an oversized orange long-sleeve shirt. Weckerly showed the jury footage of the person wearing orange slipping into the side yard where German was stabbed, slashed and left dead.
At Telles' house, police found a maroon SUV and cut-up pieces of a straw hat and a gray athletic shoe that looked like those worn by the person seen on video. Authorities did not find the orange shirt or a murder weapon.
Telles testified for several rambling hours at his trial, admitting for the first time that reports of the office romance were true. He said he was "framed" for the crime by a broad conspiracy involving a real estate company, police, DNA analysts, former co-workers and prosecutors. He told the jury he was victimized for crusading to root out corruption.
Wolfson and prosecutors dismissed those claims as unbelievable.
"The jury squarely and soundly rejected all of that," Weckerly said at sentencing.

    


Other evidence pointed to Telles, who told jurors he took a walk and went to a gym at the time German was killed. The jury learned, however, that Telles' wife sent text messages to him about the same time asking, "Where are you?" Prosecutors said Telles left his cellphone at home so he couldn't be tracked.
The jury deliberated nearly 12 hours over three days before finding Telles guilty. The panel heard pained sentencing hearing testimony from German's brother and two sisters, along with emotional pleas for leniency from Telles' wife, ex-wife and mother, before deciding that Telles could be eligible for parole.
With two years already spent in custody, Telles will be eligible to seek parole when he is about 73 years old.
"This defendant has shown absolutely no remorse, no acceptance of responsibility," said Wolfson, the Democratic elected Las Vegas-area prosecutor. "And in fact, his behavior is such that I believe he is an extreme danger to the community if he is ever released."

    


German was the only journalist killed in the U.S. in 2022, according to the New York-based Committee to Protect Journalists. The nonprofit has records of 17 media workers killed in the country since 1992.

"Although the jailing of Telles cannot undo Jeff German's murder, it can act as an important deterrent to would-be assailants of journalists," Katherine Jacobsen, the group's U.S., Canada, and Caribbean program coordinator, said in a statement to The Associated Press.
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                    FILE -People arrive at Parliament in Wellington, New Zealand, on July 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Charlotte Graham-McLay, File)
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                                        WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) -- Victims of domestic violence in New Zealand will be allowed to cut ties to abusive spouses more quickly after lawmakers unanimously voted Wednesday to exempt them from a mandatory two-year separation period before divorce can be sought. 
The required cooling-off period before a couple in New Zealand can file for divorce -- during which they must also live apart -- is the longest among no-fault divorce laws in comparable countries, including Australia, Britain, Canada and most states in the U.S.
Wednesday's change means a victim of domestic violence can seek dissolution of their marriage or civil partnership as soon as a protection order against their spouse is granted. Lawmakers said in speeches at parliament in the capital, Wellington, that some survivors had told them the long reflection period made leaving an abusive relationship difficult and increased the chance they would return to a violent partner.

    


"Two years holds the tie. It binds the victim to their abuser," said Deborah Russell, the lawmaker who sponsored the bill. "That should not be the case."
All 123 members of parliament voted for the change, in a rare show of political unity.




Lawmakers cited New Zealand's domestic violence figures, which are widely considered one of the country's most entrenched and thorny social problems. Police figures for the year to June 2023 recorded more than 177,000 family harm investigations in the country of 5 million people, a 49% increase since 2017.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Some said more law changes were needed to ensure those leaving violent marriages were not rushed through property division or custody agreements while emotions were high. Others suggested more forms of evidence that abuse had taken place should be accepted. Currently a formal protection order must be granted before an expedited divorce is allowed.
New Zealand has permitted no-fault divorce, in which a couple need not state a reason for splitting, since 1980. 

    


In neighboring Australia, a couple must separate for 12 months before divorcing but they can choose to remain under the same roof.
The U.K. introduced no-fault divorces in 2022, with a 20-week waiting period. Until then, couples had to cite a reason, including infidelity or abuse, to be granted a dissolution. 
All 50 U.S. states allow for no-fault divorce, with some requiring separation periods -- most shorter than New Zealand's. In recent years, conservative commentators and lawmakers in a handful of states have urged reversals of no-fault divorce laws.
Lawmakers credited three women, all survivors of abusive marriages, with prompting New Zealand's shift.
Ashley Jones had approached her local MP, Chris Bishop, after leaving an abusive marriage in 2020 and later took a petition to parliament on the matter. It took more than 1,000 days after she left her husband for Jones to be granted a divorce, she said in 2023.

"We get a lot of grief in this place, probably sometimes fairly, about being fixated on things that don't actually matter that much," Bishop told parliament Wednesday. "But this matters, this legislation matters and this issue matters and today we're doing something about it."
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                    Catherine Berthet, whose daughter Camille Geoffrey died in the March, 2019, crash of an Ethiopian Airlines 737 Max, speaks outside federal court in Fort Worth, Texas, on Friday, Oct. 11, 2024. Lawyers are asking a federal judge to throw out a plea agreement that the aircraft manufacturer Boeing struck with federal prosecutors. (AP Photo/Dave Koenig)
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- The federal judge considering Boeing's plea deal with prosecutors wants to know how the Justice Department's diversity, equity and inclusion policies would affect the selection of an independent monitor to oversee the aerospace company during a three-year probation period. 
U.S. District Judge Reed O'Connor, a conservative nominated to the federal bench in Fort Worth, Texas, by President George W. Bush in 2007, ordered the Justice Department to explain how it will pick the monitor and whether DEI considerations would -- or should -- influence the choice. 
The judge asked Boeing whether it would follow its own DEI policy to block a proposed monitor.
The appointment of an independent monitor to make sure Boeing follows compliance and safety rules is a key component of the deal in which Boeing agreed to plead guilty to a felony charge of conspiring to defraud the U.S. government. 

    


O'Connor has long been a favorite of conservative lawyers looking for a court to hear their lawsuits against policies issued by Democratic presidents. In 2018, the judge issued a ruling striking down President Barack Obama's hallmark Affordable Care Act, although the U.S. Supreme Court overturned that decision. He also has sought to toss out expanded rights for transgender people.




Attacks against diversity, equity and inclusion have become a staple among conservative Republican politicians. Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis built a campaign for the GOP nomination for president against "woke" liberal policies, although his candidacy failed. A dozen states, including Texas, have new laws limiting or banning DEI policies at their public universities.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Conservatives argue that DEI lets less qualified people win admission to college or land important jobs that have a bearing on public safety. Some conservatives on social media blamed Boeing's DEI policy after a door plug blew off one of its airliners during an Alaska Airlines flight in January.

    


Boeing struck a deal with the Justice Department in July in which the company agreed to plead guilty to conspiracy to commit fraud for misleading federal regulators who approved pilot-training requirements for the 737 Max, the newest version of Boeing's venerable 737 airliner. 
As a result, airlines and pilots did not know about a new flight-control system called MCAS until it played a role in a deadly crash in Indonesia in October 2018. MCAS was implicated again in a second fatal Max crash that occurred in March 2019 in Ethiopia. In all, 346 people died.
The plea agreement would require Boeing to pay a $243.6 million fine, spend at least $455 million on compliance and safety programs and accept the independent monitor's oversight. 
Boeing and the Justice Department want O'Connor to approve the deal, which would essentially replace a 2021 settlement that allowed Boeing to avoid prosecution but did little to stem concerns about the company's commitment to safety and quality. 
The Federal Aviation Administration increased its oversight of Boeing after the door-plug incident in January, and whistleblowers have alleged that the company cut corners on safety. 

    


Relatives of passengers who died in the crashes want O'Connor to reject the plea agreement, which they call a sweetheart deal. They want Boeing to go on trial and face tougher punishment. They specifically oppose the section on the monitor because they want the judge -- and not the government and Boeing -- to pick the monitor.
Nadia Milleron, a Massachusetts woman whose daughter, Samya Stumo, died in the Ethiopia crash, said Wednesday that she did not know what to make of the judge's line of questions about choosing the monitor. 
"It seems irrelevant to me," Milleron said. "The bottom line is safety, and if the judge is going after safety, great. I don't understand his agenda with DEI."
Experts on corporate behavior say the monitor could do more to improve safety than the 2021 settlement did so long as the person is truly independent and can report any concerns directly to the court without going through the Justice Department. The monitor would oversee Boeing's compliance with safety protocols and its actions to prevent future acts of fraud.

    


During a hearing last week, O'Connor asked lawyers for the government and Boeing about the monitor and how DEI policies could affect the choice. The plea deal states that the Justice Department would select the person with "input" from Boeing. 
A Justice Department lawyer said the provision doesn't mean that a less-qualified person would be picked, only that the government will consider all candidates. Boeing lawyers did not object to the monitor-selection process outlined in the plea agreement. 
In an order Tuesday, the judge wrote that it is important to know if DEI considerations would promote Boeing's safety and compliance efforts. He asked the Justice Department and Boeing to respond in writing by Oct. 25. 

    


"Both the DOJ and Boeing have publicly acknowledged their commitment to advance diversity, equity, and inclusion ('DEI')," including a government plan to use diversity and equity in hiring federal workers, O'Connor wrote. 
Boeing's website, he added, "touts its commitment 'to creating a culture of inclusion' and 'set of aspirations' it will strive to achieve by 2025 to advance equity and diversity and build a culture of inclusion," including racial quotas and hiring more Black workers.
In considering whether to accept the plea deal, O'Connor wrote, "it is important to know: how the provision promotes safety and compliance efforts" at Boeing and whether the company would strike an applicant based on its own DEI commitment.
It is not clear whether the judge is making a statement about DEI policies or whether he would seize on the issue to throw out the plea agreement.

"I do not see this as a strategic move, but as a detour motivated by the court's skepticism of DEI," said John Coffee, a law professor at Columbia University who studies corporate governance and white-collar crime and has followed the Boeing case. "He is a conservative. Possibly he wants to delay the decision, but that is an unsupported hunch."
The Justice Department and Boeing said they would comply with the judge's order and declined to comment further. 
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                    FILE - A Lufthansa Airbus takes off at Frankfurt Airport above other passenger aircraft of the airline, Germany, Monday, March 23, 2020. (Arne Dedert/dpa via AP, File)
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                                        European aircraft maker and Boeing rival Airbus said Wednesday that it was laying off 2,500 workers as it tries to turnaround its struggling defense and space division.
Airbus said it would implement other organizational changes as it faces ongoing challenges in the defense and space sector, including disrupted supply chains, the rapid evolution of warfare tactics and increasing costs. 
The announcement comes after the company had already begun making organizational changes in the division last year, which it said have begun "bearing fruit." 
"We want to shape the division so it can act as a leading and competitive player in this ever-evolving market," said Mike Schoellhorn, the CEO of Airbus's defense and space division. "This requires us to become faster, leaner and more competitive."
The company's defense and space business struggled last year, notably taking a 477 million euro ($511 million) loss on the long-troubled A400M military transport plane, in part linked to unusually high inflation.

    


The European space sector also was hit by the loss of access to Russia's Soyuz rocket launchers and the failure of a new Vega-C rocket soon after takeoff from French Guiana in late 2022. 




Outside of that division, business has been booming for the aerospace giant. Airbus has outpaced Boeing for five straight years in plane orders and deliveries and its profits have soared. 

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
The bigger problem for Airbus has been keeping up with demand for commercial airplanes. As of June, the French manufacturer had an order backlog of 8,585 commercial aircraft.
Meanwhile, Boeing can't seem to right its ship. 
At the beginning of the year, Boeing seemed finally to be recovering from two crashes of Max jets in 2018 and 2019 that killed 346 people in Indonesia and Ethiopia. Then, on Jan. 5, a door plug blew out of an Alaska Airlines 737 Max 9, and the Virginia company has been reeling ever since. 


    


Boeing has since slowed manufacturing at the order of the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration. It lost $355 million in the first quarter because of a decline in aircraft deliveries and compensation it paid to airlines for a temporary grounding of Max 9s. The Max was Boeing's answer to Airbus' A320 family of planes. 
Airbus employs more than 150,000 people worldwide, according to FactSet.
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            This photo provided by Bloomberg Philanthropies shows vendors selling produce at the Friday Market in Rourkela, India, Feb. 23, 2024. (Bloomberg Philanthropies via AP)
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            FILE - Michael Bloomberg prepares to speak at an Earthshot Prize Innovation Camp in London, on June 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, Pool, File)
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                                        The beauty of Rourkela, India's city-changing idea is in its simplicity. Giving farmers affordable access to cold storage for their crops reduces waste and increases sales.
What turned that idea into an award winner in the annual Bloomberg Philanthropies Global Mayors Challenge was the ambition of its execution. Rourkela made the cold storage affordable by powering it with solar panels. It enlisted women from the community to manage the units, providing them with new skills and a new source of income. And it encouraged farmers to store excess produce there rather than selling at reduced prices to avoid spoilage in the Indian heat.
"This is not new technology. It is not rocket science," said Rourkela's commissioner Ashutosh Kulkarni. "It is a question of ideas. I believe that ideas can move mountains."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Bloomberg Philanthropies launches its largest Mayors Challenge ever to inspire city leaders globally
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports Bloomberg Philanthropies launches its largest Mayors Challenge ever.

    

To support more innovative ideas from cities around the world, Michael R. Bloomberg, former mayor of New York City and founder of Bloomberg L.P. and Bloomberg Philanthropies, Wednesday announced the largest Mayors Challenge ever. The expanded initiative will provide 50 cities with $50,000 and an invitation to Ideas Camp so the city leaders can hone and test their ideas. The 25 cities with the best ideas will then receive $1 million and the technical support needed to enact them.

    


"This new challenge will empower cities to re-think the way they deliver essential services in ways that better meet the everyday needs of residents," Bloomberg said in a statement from the Bloomberg CityLab 2024 meeting in Mexico City. "Bloomberg Philanthropies believes in the power of cities to affect change and we're looking forward to seeing the bold proposals that mayors put together - and helping their cities bring them to life."




The most successful of those ideas may go into the new Bloomberg Cities Ideas Exchange program, where municipal leaders share what has worked and what hasn't, so other cities can replicate those ideas.

    
    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

    
Phoenix Mayor Kate Gallego says that through the Bloomberg Cities program, she has already informally learned about municipal tree-planting programs in Freetown, Sierra Leone, and how Rochester, New York, was able to get more women hired in construction - two issues that are important in her city. And Gallego has happily shared with numerous cities how she started Phoenix's "mobile career units" program, which travels to areas where people have challen