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With Trump Facing Threats, Security and Politics Intersect as Never Before

After two assassination attempts and amid threats from Iran, Donald Trump relies for his safety on the same agencies that he has long assailed as part of a hostile deep state.




By Jonathan Swan, Maggie Haberman, Julian E. Barnes, Eileen Sullivan, Kate Kelly and Devlin Barrett



Oct 15, 2024 at 02:59 PM

He has been the target of two would-be assassins in a matter of months. The intelligence agencies have told him that Iran is still threatening to kill him, and Iranian hackers got into the email accounts of his aides.

Those developments have left former President Donald J. Trump and his staff fearful, frustrated and dependent for the candidate's safety on federal agencies at the heart of what Mr. Trump has long portrayed as a hostile "deep state."

But Mr. Trump and his team have also seized on his predicament for political ends, suggesting without evidence that the situation is at least partly the fault of the Biden-Harris administration for being unwilling to provide him the protection he needs to travel the country freely and meet voters on his terms.

Mr. Trump approaches Election Day as simultaneously a subject of federal prosecution, a candidate who has threatened to fire much of the federal bureaucracy and a target dependent for information and protection on the same agencies likely to endure his retribution should he take office again.

Interviews with people close to Mr. Trump and officials across the federal government reveal how deeply unnerved the Trump campaign has been by the assassination attempts and the Iranian threats and hacking -- and how the American security apparatus has responded.

At the same time, as Mr. Trump attacks and politicizes the agencies charged with both investigating the threats and protecting him, officials in the Biden White House and at the Secret Service worry that he is laying the groundwork to blame them should he lose the election.

The result is a complex mix of security and politics never seen in any previous election, and one laced with tension.

The intelligence agencies that Mr. Trump has long scorned have assessed that the failed attempt on Mr. Trump's life in Butler, Pa., in July, increased Iran's confidence that the former president could be successfully targeted.

But the same agencies are doubtful that Iran has the capability to pull off such a plot and so far do not see any connection between the hacking of the emails and any planning to kill Mr. Trump.

Trump campaign officials, however, remain worried about such a link and are infuriated that, in their view, federal agencies are not taking Iran's threats more seriously. Current U.S. officials say the Biden administration has privately warned Tehran that any attempt on Mr. Trump's life would be viewed as an "act of war."

The F.B.I. has built a case against the Iranian hackers, who now face federal charges. The bureau has been careful to keep Mr. Trump and his aides up to speed on developments, and it has set up a filter, or "taint," team to keep any politically sensitive information agents get access to during the investigation walled off from all but a small group.

But inside the Trump campaign, where suspicion of and resentment about the F.B.I. runs deep, there is still residual wariness about providing investigators with access to phones -- and growing anger that the hacking continued for weeks or months after being discovered and may still be underway.

Three months after a gunman fired at Mr. Trump during a rally in Butler, his relationship with the Secret Service has only become more fraught. He is both demanding more protection and suggesting that the Biden White House's unwillingness to provide him with everything he is seeking is part of an effort to limit his campaign travels and hold down the size of his crowds.

Citing the threats from Iran, Trump campaign officials have asked the federal government for, among other things, military assets that only sitting presidents get.

Former President Donald J. Trump at a campaign rally in Butler, Pa., this month, a site to which he returned after being shot there in July. Doug Mills/The New York Times


They have sought detection systems that could ward off a potential drone attack and a military jet similar to Air Force One or Air Force Two that could provide him with more security. For now, at the recommendation of the Secret Service, Mr. Trump is traveling on his own plane less, and using multiple planes on some trips.

"In this heightened threat environment, some additional measures have been taken, but other measures recommended by experts -- including members of Congress -- have not been provided," Brian Hughes, a spokesman for the Trump campaign, said in a statement.

"When President Trump returns to the White House, he will stand up to adversaries who make threats against our nation, and he will ensure federal agencies do everything they can to keep designated protectees and their families safe," he said. "Public service is an honor and privilege. It should not cost a person their life."

Intelligence Meets Politics

Early in the evening of Tuesday, Sept. 24, the former president stepped off the campaign trail and into an F.B.I. building in West Palm Beach, Fla., a short drive from Mar-a-Lago, his estate and private club.

Inside the secure room, Mr. Trump received a briefing from two officials with the Office of the Director of National Intelligence about the threats on his life from Iran, whose leaders have vowed vengeance for Mr. Trump's ordering of the killing of a top Iranian general, Qassim Suleimani, in early 2020.

The former president was told that Iran's goal is to assassinate him before Election Day, according to two people with knowledge of the briefing, which was arranged at the initiative of the Secret Service and the Department of Homeland Security.

Hours after the Sept. 24 briefing, the Trump campaign issued a statement about the update that included a gratuitous political attack: "Make no mistake, the terror regime in Iran loves the weakness of Kamala Harris, and is terrified of the strength and resolve of President Trump."

In the days that followed, Mr. Trump baselessly claimed that his rival, Vice President Kamala Harris, was deliberately depriving him of security to hinder his ability to campaign.

This series of events highlights how Mr. Trump has injected his brand of grievance and blame-shifting politics onto the national security imperative of protecting him.

Current U.S. officials say the Biden administration has privately warned Iran that any attempt on Mr. Trump's life would be viewed as an "act of war." Emily Elconin for The New York Times


At the center of the turmoil are the threats from Iran. Even more than the assassination attempts by two American citizens who appear to have been working alone, the combination of the hacking and the possibility of an attempt on Mr. Trump's life by Tehran has left his campaign deeply unsettled and in even more complex relationships with security agencies that he has promised to fundamentally overhaul if elected.

The former president has angrily asked people close to him why President Biden has not publicly threatened that the Iranians will be "blown to smithereens" if they attack Mr. Trump.

U.S. officials said a version of that warning had been delivered. Repeated private messages have been sent to the highest levels of the Iranian government that the United States and the Biden administration would view any attempt on Mr. Trump's life as "an act of war," the officials said.

Sean Savett, a spokesman for the National Security Council, said the White House had been closely tracking Iranian threats against Mr. Trump and other former officials for years.

"We consider this a national and homeland security matter of the highest priority, and we strongly condemn Iran for these brazen threats," Mr. Savett said. "Should Iran attack any of our citizens, including those who continue to serve the United States or those who formerly served, Iran will face severe consequences."

American officials said the intelligence agencies were finding themselves in an impossible position with Mr. Trump.

They have a responsibility to view the threats clearly, but when they appear to minimize a particular threat, they risk enraging the Trump campaign, or the candidate himself. And when they emphasize the dangers, they can be accused of trying to curb his campaigning or provide fodder he may use for his political gain, including to find a scapegoat for an Election Day loss.

Intelligence officials said they have provided more than three times as many defensive briefings to 2024 candidates on a broad array of election threats as they have in previous cycles. Those briefings have included both physical threats against Mr. Trump and efforts by foreign adversaries to conduct influence operations for or against both major presidential nominees and an array of congressional candidates.

While the Iranians appear intent on trying to kill Mr. Trump, they are also focused on influencing the American public to try to defeat him at the ballot box by unearthing embarrassing or compromising information. U.S. officials said they believed the groups inside Iran involved in the hacking and influence operations were different from those involved in planning a potential assassination.

While Trump campaign officials believe the hacking attempts against the campaign could be used to provide information to potential assassins, U.S. officials are skeptical. Intelligence agencies believe the hacking attempts were part of an effort to learn information that could be embarrassing or politically damaging to Mr. Trump.

Iran has always recognized that it would be extremely difficult to kill Mr. Trump through a high-tech attack, like a sophisticated missile or military-grade drone, given the difficulties of smuggling such equipment into the United States. Explosives, while more common, are closely monitored and controlled. As a result, Iran has long focused on using firearms readily available in the United States.

U.S. intelligence agencies, including the F.B.I., have been sharing information gathered on the Iranian threat with the Secret Service, officials said.

After one such piece of intelligence about a possible approach Iran could make against Mr. Trump was given to the Secret Service in early July, the service's leaders scrambled countersniper teams for Mr. Trump's events, including the one that killed the gunman in Butler. (Because of the increased security concerns, Mr. Trump's team was already discussing how to change the way they handled outdoor rallies.)

The gunman in Butler failed to kill Mr. Trump but succeeded in puncturing the Secret Service's reputation, leading the intelligence agencies to assess that the Iranians had become more confident about their chances of assassinating him. Frequent outdoor public appearances, and easily obtainable rifles and scopes, meant the candidate was more vulnerable than the Iranians had initially realized.

U.S. intelligence agencies have also assessed that the biggest challenge for Iran is getting an operative into the United States and close to the former president, according to officials briefed on the intelligence. As a result, Tehran is focused on finding an overseas criminal syndicate or group that could hire a potential hit man, according to U.S. officials.

While U.S. officials believe it would be hard to find a hit man in America to target Mr. Trump without law enforcement learning about it, they say that because the Iranian threat against Mr. Trump is real, and unlikely to recede even if he loses in November, the government continues to treat it seriously.

While the Iranians appear intent on trying to kill Mr. Trump, they are also focused on influencing the American public to try to defeat him at the ballot box by unearthing embarrassing or compromising information. Doug Mills/The New York Times


In July, a Pakistani man, Asif Raza Merchant, was arrested in New York. Mr. Merchant, who had recently visited Iran, was charged with trying to hire a hit man to assassinate American politicians. Investigators believe his potential targets included Mr. Trump.

While the F.B.I. was monitoring Mr. Merchant, the bureau leaders were deeply concerned about the plot and warned the Secret Service about the potential threat. Christopher A. Wray, the F.B.I. director, was personally involved, making sure the Secret Service was aware of the information. It was in response to the threat that the Secret Service sent counter snipers to the Trump rally in Butler, Pa., in July -- the first time such teams had been deployed to protect a former president.

The Biden administration faces an unusual challenge in keeping Mr. Trump informed about these threats. More than any president in the modern era, Mr. Trump has contempt for the U.S. intelligence community and puts little stock in its information or analysis. He often gives more weight to information he hears from friends on the Mar-a-Lago patio or to former Secret Service agents who appear on conservative media.

Mr. Trump has refused to take the classified briefing about worldwide threats that intelligence agencies traditionally have given to presidential candidates before the election. The former president, who was prosecuted for his own mishandling of national security secrets after leaving office, has claimed that Biden officials will try to weaponize the briefing against him by leaking out details and blaming him for the leaks.

The F.B.I. as Both Friend and Foe

Earlier this year, a cyberespionage unit linked to Iranian military intelligence accelerated its efforts to penetrate the emails and computer systems of advisers to the former president.

While there is no indication that any stolen information released so far has damaged Mr. Trump's election chances, the hacking had a profound psychological effect on Mr. Trump's team and further complicated the former president's relationship with the F.B.I.

Mr. Trump has been attacking the F.B.I. for years, since he learned of the bureau's investigation into possible ties between his 2016 campaign and the Kremlin.

In the current campaign, he has portrayed the F.B.I. and Justice Department as corrupt agencies being used unjustly against him in two separate criminal investigations that led to charges against him -- including one in which agents armed with a warrant descended on Mar-a-Lago to search for classified documents he had taken with him upon leaving office.

Mr. Trump speaks often about his desire to turn the Justice Department against his perceived enemies if he wins the election. Even before the recent spate of threats against him, he had called for the resignation of Mr. Wray, the F.B.I. director, whom he had appointed to the job.

But with the Iranian hacking in particular as a backdrop, Mr. Trump's aides have spoken multiple times to the bureau, not as criminal suspects but as victims.

The bureau has taken steps to reassure Mr. Trump's team that it is friend rather than foe in this instance, including the creation of the so-called filter team to ensure that any politically sensitive information swept up in the hacking investigation will be held within the smallest group possible. An F.B.I. spokesperson declined to comment.

Still, people familiar with the investigation say, Mr. Trump's attitude toward the bureau runs hot and cold depending on the subject, the day and his mood.

After the first assassination attempt against him, Mr. Trump effusively praised the bureau, saying: "The F.B.I. came to see me about the shooter. I think they've done a very good job."

But that may have been the high point in their relationship. After the second apparent assassination attempt against him in Florida, Mr. Trump complained that the Justice Department and F.B.I. were not pursuing the case aggressively enough, and suggested that state officials in Florida should take over the case.

As they enter the final weeks of the campaign, Mr. Trump and his team have expressed little confidence in the leadership of the Secret Service. Doug Mills/The New York Times


Fueling that criticism and distrust of the F.B.I. is the fear among many Trump advisers that the Iranian hackers are trying to get location information that could be used to kill him, according to people familiar with the conversations between investigators and the victims.

The F.B.I. has told the Trump campaign that it is looking for evidence linking his would-be assassins in Butler and at his Florida golf course to Iran, but has yet to make such a connection, according to people familiar with the discussions.

Investigators have looked into the potential that the suspect arrested last month at Mr. Trump's golf course, Ryan Routh, might have been inspired by Iran but not directed.

Mr. Routh used a flight tracker app on his phone to try to keep abreast of Mr. Trump's whereabouts, and the evidence collected to date suggests Mr. Routh was more or less stalking the former president, according to people familiar with the investigation.

Mr. Trump often seizes on particular details of the investigations to voice alarm about the danger and skepticism that authorities are doing enough to get to the bottom of it, such as the apps used by one gunman, the many cellphones used by another and the difficulty investigators have had getting into some of those phones.

"When it comes to the assassination of a president, leading candidate, former president, all that," Mr. Trump said recently on the "Flagrant" podcast, "I think the rules have to go out, and they have to open those things and they have to find out."

The tensions are only heightened by an expectation among national security officials that Iran's hacking efforts are continuing -- material stolen from a campaign aide's account in late September was posted online last week -- and the worry that there could be a third attempt on Mr. Trump's life before Election Day.

A Split View of the Secret Service

As they enter the final weeks of the campaign, Mr. Trump and his team have little confidence in the leaders of the Secret Service.

Mr. Trump and his allies have drawn a distinction between his personal detail -- which he praises -- and the agency's senior officials, whom he sees as an arm of the Biden White House.

"The people who are around us, they are fantastic," Melania Trump, the former first lady, said in a recent interview with Fox News's Sean Hannity, a Trump ally. "But, you know, for the top leadership, you have a question mark. And that's all on this administration, that they could give permissions what to do."

The requests for additional security being sought by the Trump campaign include military assets that government officials view as unworkable and unnecessary, including systems that could deter surface-to-air missiles and an elite special military force to bolster his protective detail.

The Secret Service often has private conversations with campaigns about protective measures, but in this case the requests have become public, rankling the agency's leaders while they are already under scrutiny for the security failures around the Butler shooting.

Susie Wiles, a top Trump campaign aide, has taken some of the requests to Jeffrey D. Zients, the White House chief of staff, and Ronald L. Rowe Jr., the acting director of the Secret Service. And as Mr. Trump has accused the Biden White House of trying to prevent him from campaigning, the Secret Service has pointed out that it has also asked other people whom it protects to scale back events because of limited resources during peak periods like the closing stages of a campaign.

"The Democrats are interfering with my Campaign by not giving us the proper number of people within Secret Service that are necessary for Security," Mr. Trump wrote in a social media post. "It is ELECTION INTERFERENCE that we have to turn away thousands of people from arenas and venues because it is not being provided to us."

In a statement, Mr. Rowe, the acting director of the Secret Service, said that some of the Trump campaign's requests had been met and that others would be. Among other things, the Secret Service has directed the Federal Aviation Administration to impose temporary flight restrictions over Mr. Trump's residences and travel locations to more easily identify aerial threats.

"Some of the additional requests are beyond the scope of being applicable for the protective operations of the former president and are assets that facilitate the office of the sitting president as commander in chief and chief executive of the United States government," he said.

Mr. Trump is close to the agents assigned to his detail. Some people in the former president's orbit have an almost-familial relationship with some of them, including with his lead agent, who is seen as a top choice among Mr. Trump's allies to run the Secret Service if Mr. Trump wins.

Twice since Mr. Trump left office, his lead agent, while off duty, had dinner at the Florida home of Steve Witkoff, a friend of Mr. Trump's. The lead agent stayed over at least once because the weather was bad and travel would have been difficult, according to two people with knowledge of their interactions.

No one in the Secret Service has been dismissed over the operational failures surrounding the Butler shooting, though the previous director resigned under pressure. Six agents were placed on restricted duty, which sidelined them from participating in any protection operations. One was an agent on Mr. Trump's detail who had a lead role in arranging the security for the fairgrounds in Butler. The other five were from the Pittsburgh field office.

That no one else in Mr. Trump's personal detail has been held to account yet is the source of frustration among many other agents. Some think Mr. Rowe is trying to appease Mr. Trump by not assigning more blame to Mr. Trump's agents who were involved in supervisory roles that day.

But the campaign's drumbeat of complaints about security points to great frustration with Mr. Rowe among Mr. Trump's aides and allies, even as Mr. Rowe has assigned additional protection to the former president.

"The Secret Service will remain vigilant and will continue to adjust and enhance its protective posture as needed to mitigate evolving threats," Mr. Rowe wrote to the campaign in response to the most recent requests.

Adam Goldman contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/15/us/politics/trump-security-threats.html
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News ANALYSIS


Trump Escalates Threats to Political Opponents He Deems the 'Enemy'

Never before has a presidential nominee openly suggested turning the military on Americans simply because they oppose his candidacy. With voting underway, Donald Trump has turned to dark vows of retribution.

Former President Donald J. Trump on Monday during a campaign event billed as a town hall outside Philadelphia. During his closing remarks, Mr. Trump called his opponents "evil." Michelle Gustafson for The New York Times



By Lisa Lerer and Michael Gold



Oct 16, 2024 at 02:46 AM

With three weeks left before Election Day, former President Donald J. Trump is pushing to the forefront of his campaign a menacing political threat: that he would use the power of the presidency to crush those who disagree with him.

In a Fox News interview on Sunday, Mr. Trump framed Democrats as a pernicious "enemy from within" that would cause chaos on Election Day that he speculated the National Guard might need to handle.

A day later, he closed his remarks to a crowd at what was billed as a town hall in Pennsylvania with a stark message about his political opponents.

"They are so bad and frankly, they're evil," Mr. Trump said. "They're evil. What they've done, they've weaponized, they've weaponized our elections. They've done things that nobody thought was even possible."

And on Tuesday, he once again refused to commit to a peaceful transfer of power when pressed by an interviewer at an economic forum in Chicago.

With early voting underway in key battlegrounds, the race for the White House is moving toward Election Day in an extraordinary and sobering fashion. Mr. Trump has long flirted with, if not openly endorsed, anti-democratic tendencies with his continued refusal to accept the results of the 2020 election, embrace of conspiracy theories of large-scale voter fraud and accusations that the justice system is being weaponized against him. He has praised leaders including President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia and Prime Minister Viktor Orban of Hungary for being authoritarian strongmen.

But never before has a presidential nominee -- let alone a former president -- openly suggested turning the military on American citizens simply because they oppose his candidacy. As he escalates his threats of political retribution, Mr. Trump is offering voters the choice of a very different, and far less democratic, form of American government.

"There is not a case in American history where a presidential candidate has run for office on a promise that they would exact retribution against anyone they perceive as not supporting them in the campaign," said Ian Bassin, a former associate White House counsel under Barack Obama who leads the advocacy group Protect Democracy. "It's so fundamentally, outrageously beyond the pale of how this country has worked that it's hard to articulate how insane it is."

During Vice President Kamala Harris's rally in Erie, Pa., on Monday, she played a video clip of Mr. Trump vowing to go after people who oppose him. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


As they move into what will be their closing arguments to voters, Mr. Trump and Ms. Harris are devoting most of their attention to wrangling over the issues that remain voters' top priorities -- the economy, abortion rights, housing costs and American engagement in the wars roiling Ukraine and the Middle East. The race remains tight, with views about Mr. Trump deeply cemented for most voters.

But the Harris campaign sees fresh political opportunities in Mr. Trump's latest attacks on democratic principles, particularly among moderate Republicans and independents who disapprove of the former president's character and polarizing style.

As Mr. Trump spoke Monday night, Ms. Harris stood in a stadium at the opposite end of Pennsylvania where she took the unusual step of playing an extended video montage of Mr. Trump vowing to go after those who oppose him. It included his recent comments about the possibility of military action against the "enemy within."

"He's talking about, he considers anyone who doesn't support him or will not bend to his will an enemy of our country," she told several thousand supporters at a rally in Erie, Pa. "He is saying that he would use the military to go after them."

Ms. Harris's full-throated attacks on Mr. Trump are a notable break from her previous efforts to minimize him as a vestige of the past. Her aides believe voters are still not familiar with Mr. Trump's statements, nor do they fully understand the stakes for American democracy.

The campaign plans to integrate the video of Mr. Trump's remarks -- which it quickly turned into a television ad -- into future rallies. Ms. Harris told aides after Monday night's event that using the video footage to make her case against Mr. Trump reminded her of presenting evidence at trial.

Some who have publicly opposed Mr. Trump's return to power are preparing for him to keep his promises. Gen. Mark A. Milley, who served as chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff during Mr. Trump's administration, told the journalist Bob Woodward that he feared being recalled to uniform to be court-martialed "for disloyalty" should Mr. Trump win re-election. After criticizing Mr. Trump in a pointed retirement speech, General Milley told Mr. Woodward that he installed bulletproof glass and blastproof curtains at his home.

Olivia Troye, who was Vice President Mike Pence's homeland security adviser before becoming a prominent surrogate for the Harris campaign, said in an interview that her fears about a second Trump administration included prosecutions and a possible threat to her family's physical security.

She worries that her husband could lose his job, and that Mr. Trump could pardon Jan. 6 rioters and they could target her. She even paused plans to adopt a child because she fears the environment for her family has become too dangerous.

"I have certainly considered what my options are in terms of citizenship in other places," she said. "We are preparing for the worst-case scenario."

Such threats of vengeance from Mr. Trump are hardly new: He has been talking about punishing his political adversaries since his 2016 run, when he repeatedly insisted that his opponent, Hillary Clinton, should go to jail and he encouraged crowds to chant "lock her up" at his rallies. Since his defeat in 2020, he has refused to accept that result, continuing to peddle false claims about election fraud.

And he has woven vows of retribution throughout his third campaign, promising to avenge what he sees as his wronged supporters.

"In 2016, I declared, 'I am your voice,'" Mr. Trump told a crowd of conservative activists in March 2023. "Today, I add: I am your warrior. I am your justice. And for those who have been wronged and betrayed, I am your retribution."

He toned down his rhetoric for a brief period before winning the Iowa caucuses in a landslide. But he quickly revived threats for revenge prosecutions and other retaliatory measures after being convicted of 34 felony counts by a New York jury in late May, saying, "Sometimes revenge can be justified." In June, he took another tack: "My retribution will be success."

Mr. Trump's advisers would prefer that he focused on the economy and immigration, believing these issues will give him the edge with undecided voters who may be otherwise turned off by his menacing message.

But even in ostensibly policy-focused speeches or in town halls where he is meant to directly respond to voter concerns around pocketbook issues or public safety, Mr. Trump tends to return to the same grievances that have animated his political campaign this year.

At rallies, he has tried to volley Democrats' attacks back at them, accusing President Biden of being a threat to democracy when he was still the nominee, and then suggesting Ms. Harris had orchestrated a "coup" when she replaced Mr. Biden on the ticket. At his town hall on Monday, Mr. Trump -- whose vehement election denialism spurred some of his supporters to storm the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, and disrupt the peaceful transfer of power -- argued that Mr. Biden's exit from the race amounted to the "overthrow of an American president."

Trump treated the Jan. 6 riot as largely a harmless protest, downplaying the size of the mob of his supporters and their violent intent.

"You had a peaceful transfer of power," Mr. Trump said, citing Inauguration Day, when he "left the morning that I was supposed to leave," as proof of "a very peaceful transfer."

During an interview with John Micklethwait, Bloomberg's editor in chief, in Chicago on Tuesday, Mr. Trump refused to commit to a peaceful transfer of power. Jim Vondruska for The New York Times


Notably, many of the business and civic leaders seated in the ballroom in Chicago applauded. And there are signs that voters and even some prominent elected officials simply do not believe that Mr. Trump will make good on his most alarming threats.

When Gov. Glenn Youngkin, Republican of Virginia, was asked about Mr. Trump's "enemy within" remarks during an interview with the CNN host Jake Tapper on Monday, he argued that the former president was referring to undocumented immigrants.

After being asked about Mr. Trump's suggestion of turning the military against Americans, Mr. Youngkin replied that he didn't believe that was what the president was saying. The network, he said, was "misinterpreting and misrepresenting his thoughts."

"I'm literally reading his quotes to you," Mr. Tapper replied.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/15/us/politics/trump-opponents-enemy-within.html
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Where a Million Desperate People Are Finding Shelter in Lebanon

Schools, clubs and parks have become places of refuge as the displaced seek safety amid Israeli bombings.

In Lebanon, the displaced are practically everywhere, including in schools.



By Alissa J. Rubin
Photographs by David Guttenfelder
Alissa J. Rubin and David Guttenfelder reported from Tripoli, Beirut and Mina, Lebanon, over several days and interviewed and photographed dozens of people for this article.


Oct 16, 2024 at 10:12 AM

At dusk, the parking lot of Tripoli's Quality Inn is packed with cars and families milling about. Children's shouts fill the air, reminding some of better times, when the hotel hosted weddings and birthdays parties.

Now, though, the cars in the lot are dusty and battered, the families sit on patches of grass, their faces worn with worry, and the children play in a drained swimming pool. That is because the Quality Inn has been transformed into one of the biggest shelters in Tripoli for displaced Lebanese fleeing Israeli bombing in the country's south.

"I am lucky. I am with my whole family, and we just want this war to end so we can go home," said Hassan al-Aaker, 54, voicing a rare note of optimism even though he has no idea whether his house near the southern coastal city of Tyre will still be standing when he finally does go home.

In Lebanon, the displaced are practically everywhere. In Beirut, the capital, where many are staying, they have set up makeshift tents on the corniche by the sea, crafting shelters out of stray metal poles, bits of awnings and blankets. In the city's parks and squares, some families have placed floor coverings on the ground, anchoring them with cases of water and folded blankets. Others are taking shelter anywhere that they can, mostly in schools but also in unfinished buildings.

Displaced families sheltering on a beach in Beirut, Lebanon, this month.


Displaced children playing in an empty pool in Tripoli, Lebanon, at the Quality Inn, which has been transformed into a shelter.


The Lebanese government postponed the start of the school year and designated 1,000 schools as shelters, Ivo Freijsen, the Lebanon representative of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, said in an interview. Tourist hotels -- there are many in Lebanon, which was a major destination for foreigners until the war -- are filled with displaced families who can afford them.

A Rapid Displacement

Of a population of around six million, including about two million Syrian refugees, just over one million people have been forced from their homes by the bombings, the United Nations and the Lebanese authorities say.

Even the most experienced humanitarian workers say they have been startled by the intensity of the attacks and the rapidity with which people have fled.

"Although we had planned for large numbers of people potentially becoming displaced, the speed with which things unfolded -- uprooting over one million people in one week -- was a surprise," said Mr. Freijsen, who has worked in war-torn countries for 30 years. In a fast-moving situation like this one, he added, the funds and supplies on hand fall far short of meeting people's needs.

A displaced family prepared to leave their shelter inside the Skybar nightclub in Beirut this month.


Even the most experienced humanitarian workers say they have been startled by the intensity of the attacks and the rapidity with which people have fled.


The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reported that as of last week, nearly 700,000 people in Lebanon had been displaced since last October -- most in recent weeks -- and that about only 186,000 had found places in collective shelters. Others are staying with family members or in rented apartments or hotels, according to the Lebanese government and aid groups.

In addition, nearly 400,000 Lebanese and Syrians have left the country in recent weeks, according to the International Organization for Migration, and more than half of those, about 276,000, have crossed into Syria, as of last week, according to the U.N. refugee agency; of those, about 70 percent are Syrian and about a third are Lebanese.

Help Transcends Divisions

Despite Lebanon's long history of sectarian tensions that spilled into civil war in the 1970s and lasted 15 years, volunteers from every background across the country have rallied to help. In one of the coolest nightclubs in Beirut, Skybar, the owners have given over the hulking mostly windowless building to displaced families and organized large numbers of volunteers to help out. Its many bars have become dividing lines between families and places to stack blankets, pots and clothes; its dance floor has been subdivided by stacks of mattresses.

Skybar, a nightclub in Beirut, has been partitioned with makeshift beds.


Beirut's parks and squares have become outdoor kitchens where local volunteers are mounting extraordinary efforts to prepare food for the displaced.


Beirut's parks and squares have become outdoor kitchens where local volunteers are mounting extraordinary efforts to prepare food for the displaced.

In one such kitchen, in a park opposite a public school turned shelter, Hezbollah boy scouts and volunteers prepare 6,000 meals every day. They cook in four or five cauldrons -- one for potatoes, another for eggplant, or for fish or chicken, depending on the day. Dozens more volunteers, mostly young women, sit at long tables rolling the fresh food into sandwiches, wrapping them in paper, stacking them on trays and handing them to other volunteers to distribute.

Even with all of the effort, the sheer numbers of displaced are overwhelming these resources, said humanitarian organizations. If the war drags on into the winter, no one knows if the volunteer effort can be sustained or how short of cash the Lebanese government -- already reeling from five years of economic calamity -- will be, or whether it will be able to supply even the bare necessities for the displaced.

Most worrying of all is that almost every day, a new place is bombed, and more people are put to flight.

"What we're seeing now is this vast number of people that are arriving and don't have a support network, an extended family they can stay with or money to rent a place to stay in a hotel," said Juan Gabriel Wells, the country director for the International Rescue Committee. "And then some are moving for a second or third time because the places they first went are no longer safe."

Most worrying of all, humanitarian organizations say, is that almost every day in Lebanon, a new place is bombed, and more people are forced to flee.


Apples after a deadly strike in Beirut this month.


Both Mr. Wells and Mr. Freijsen of the U.N. refugee agency noted that the recent bombing of Lebanon's Bekaa region was troubling not only because it forced more people to move, but also because it is a rich farming area that feeds much of the country.

One of the largest concerns, however, is the rapid and huge shift of Shiites from the Dahiya -- a collection of neighborhoods on the southern outskirts of Beirut -- and from southern Lebanon into Sunni Muslim and Christian communities in the center and north of the country. Lebanon has a bloody history over the past 50 years of sectarian strife between Shiites, Sunnis and Christians, and many fear that uprooting large segments of the population could create dangerous friction.

So far that has not happened. Instead, people of all backgrounds have pitched in to accommodate the displaced, and nowhere more than in Tripoli, the country's second-largest city, its mayor said.

"Tripoli is a predominantly Sunni city, and when Hezbollah was in charge there was tension," said the mayor, Riad Yamak. "But the displacement of people in despair, that is totally different. They are Lebanese like us, and the municipality has welcomed them with open arms."

In just the past two weeks, some 13,000 displaced Lebanese, mostly Shiites, have arrived in the city center, he said, while another 35,000 have ended up in towns in the surrounding countryside.

Sunlight shines on a group of people gathered outside. Many are children seated on the ground.


Children who are sheltering with their families inside a school in Beirut getting their faces painted.


And some 750 have found refuge in Tripoli's Quality Inn, where volunteers do what they can to make them feel at home -- organizing a clothes closet; supplying mothers with disposable diapers, laundry soap and baby formula; and providing water and two daily meals with the help of the World Food Program and other United Nations assistance. The volunteers have started a free pharmacy and are hoping to bring in a mobile clinic, said Jinane Mombayyed Skaff, a social worker.

'My House Was Like a Little Kingdom'

But not everyone is so lucky, relatively speaking, to find a place like the hotel.  Among the less fortunate were five members of the al-Ali family, who had ended up in a dark, deteriorating school building a few miles away that the principal and volunteers were struggling to make cheerful.

The al-Ali family had started hearing distant explosions a year ago, the father, Mohammed al-Ali, said, when Hezbollah and Israel began trading fire at each other after the Hamas-led attacks on Israel last Oct. 7 that the Israeli authorities said killed roughly 1,200 people. But in their small village of Ain Qana in the coastal hills of southern Lebanon, the war seemed far away.

That changed in September, when Israeli planes began bombing in Nabatieh, the nearest large town. Amina al-Ali, 40, begged her husband to take them away -- their two college-aged children and younger son Hussein, who is autistic and was terrified by the blasts. But Mr. al-Ali, a carpenter, had just finished building the family's home and was reluctant to leave.

"I built it with my own hands, room by room. The only thing I had left to do was to paint it," he said, his eyes filling with tears. "I had picked a beige for the walls and a brown for the trim."

But then the Israeli forces sent an immediate evacuation order. Not even taking time to lock the windows or doors, the al-Ali family joined the tens of thousands of other families fleeing from southern Lebanon toward Beirut on roads jammed with cars.

For now, Mr. al-Ali has only his memories to fall back on.

"My house was like a little kingdom. We grew grapes and lemon and olives," he said as he scrolled through photographs of his carpentry work -- tables with curved legs, beds with mirrored headboards and bureaus.

"We want this war to stop and to return to the countryside, to our home, and live our life normally, quietly, so my son and daughter can return to university," he said softly. "We want nothing but this."

A young Syrian man living in Beirut diving into the sea. Syrians are among those who have been displaced in Israeli strikes, and some have returned to Syria.
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Can Remote Workers Reverse Brain Drain?

Researchers found that when remote workers were paid to move to Tulsa, Okla., everyone came out ahead.

Remote workers hunkering down at the Doubleshot Coffee Company in Tulsa, Okla. Melissa Lukenbaugh for The New York Times



By Emma Goldberg



Oct 16, 2024 at 10:03 AM

Business leaders and local officials in Tulsa, Okla., puzzled for years over how to fill the hole created when young people left for big coastal cities. What, they wondered, could keep professionals rooted in the heartland?

They ended up turning that premise on its head: Rather than fighting to hold on to native Tulsans, they decided to recruit outsiders. In recent years, the rise of virtual work opened up a new way of responding to the city's brain drain.

Five years after the George Kaiser Family Foundation began offering $10,000 to remote workers willing to move to Tulsa for at least a year, some 3,300 people have taken up the offer.

Steven Briggs, 55, was working remotely as a data scientist in Dallas when he applied for the program, Tulsa Remote. He and his wife moved to Tulsa in 2021, and he jokes that his new hometown embodies the flip side of the famous line about New York City: "What you can say about Tulsa is 'If you can't make it anywhere, you can make it here.'"

The sudden onset of remote work during the pandemic prompted plenty of cities and states -- Topeka, Kan., and Savannah, Ga.; West Virginia and northwest Arkansas -- to vie for new residents with programs offering cash incentives. Tulsa's program is one of the largest. Researchers at Harvard and other universities examined the effects of Tulsa Remote, wondering whether it was proving a good deal for the remote workers and the city itself.

Their research, released this month, surveyed 1,248 people -- including 411 who had participated in Tulsa Remote and others who were accepted but didn't move or weren't accepted but had applied to the program -- and found that remote workers who moved to Tulsa saved an average of $25,000 more on annual housing costs than the group that was chosen but didn't move. The relocations were also a boon for the State of Oklahoma and the City of Tulsa, bringing in some $14.9 million in annual income tax revenue and $5.8 million in sales taxes from the remote workers, the researchers estimated.

"Every heartland mayor should pay attention to this," said Prithwiraj Choudhury, an associate professor at Harvard Business School and the lead author of the study. "Because of remote work, a large part of the work force is able to relocate, and there is the possibility of reversing brain drain."

Figuring out how to keep professionals has long been a challenge for midsize, non-coastal cities. Tulsa was losing roughly 1,000 more college-educated people than it was absorbing each year from 2015 to 2019. During that period, people who moved to Oklahoma were nearly all over the age of 45 and mostly had incomes below the state average, according to data from the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City.

Local philanthropists pondered how to recruit new Tulsa residents. Around 2011, they began to notice that some people who had moved there because of Teach for America, which places recent college graduates into communities for two-year teaching stints, continued living in Tulsa. If other kinds of knowledge workers were given a reason to try out life in the city, they, too, might decide to stay.

"It was a lightbulb moment, that if we could incentivize folks to come here for a year, we could keep them around to contribute to the city and economy," said Justin Harlan, managing director of Tulsa Remote, who previously worked at Teach for America.

The president of Tulsa's regional chamber of commerce, Mike Neal, recalled being skeptical. "When they first mentioned the idea to me, I was like, 'Have you lost your mind?'" Mr. Neal recalled. "'There's not a snowball's chance in hell this thing is going to work.'"

Mike Neal, the president of Tulsa's regional chamber of commerce, was skeptical that paying people to move to the city would work.  Melissa Lukenbaugh for The New York Times


But when remote work jumped to 43 percent of the country's workers, in spring 2020, from just 4 percent, the prospect of drawing young professionals to Tulsa became far more viable. That year, 380 people moved to Tulsa for the program, and in 2021 the number climbed to 939. Last year, 643 remote workers moved through Tulsa Remote.

Oklahoma more broadly saw an influx of younger, working-age people and high earners during the pandemic, according to the Kansas City Fed. Since 2020, 40 percent of those moving to Oklahoma were between the ages of 25 and 44.

Program managers at Tulsa Remote sifted through applicants to select remote workers who seemed interested in contributing to the community by volunteering or starting businesses. Nearly three-quarters of participants who have completed the program are still living in Tulsa. The program brings them together for farm-to-table dinners, movie nights and local celebrity lectures to help build community, given that none have offices to commute to. (The George Kaiser Family Foundation has said it will continue to fund Tulsa Remote "so long as it demonstrates to be a community-enhancing opportunity.")

Jasmine Renae Ball, 32, is part of Tulsa's pandemic-era wave of remote-work migrants. She had been living in Los Angeles, doling out advice as a financial planner and dogged by the sense that she should take her own counsel and save up to buy a home. That didn't feel feasible in Los Angeles.

Jasmine Ball moved from Los Angeles to Tulsa, where she was able to buy three-bedroom house. Melissa Lukenbaugh for The New York Times


In 2020, once her client meetings moved to Zoom, she applied to Tulsa Remote. She bought a three-bedroom home in Tulsa for roughly $185,000, one-third of the cost of smaller apartments she had been looking at in Los Angeles. Ms. Ball also persuaded her retired parents to move from Northern California to Tulsa, along with her younger sister.

"Everything was very expensive," Ms. Ball said of her life in California. "It all added up to where you'd have to either pick and choose and not necessarily live the life you wanted, or people would go into debt trying to create the lifestyle they wanted."

Plenty of cities across the country have experienced this cycle in recent years. Fed-up young professionals from expensive cities parachuted in and sent local costs soaring. In Spokane, Wash., home prices rose 60 percent between 2020 and 2022. Austin, Texas, and Portland, Ore., have similarly seen housing costs jump because of an influx of residents. Tulsa isn't immune to these challenges. The median price of a home in the Tulsa area has risen 9 percent since last year, while nationwide the median home price is up 3.2 percent.

Mr. Choudhury, at Harvard, noted that other cities across the country had seen a large jump in housing prices, and that the influx of residents through Tulsa Remote had so far been too small to significantly affect local costs.

"Gentrification is the concern," Mr. Choudhury said. "But the scale right now is not concerning to me. In a city of one million people, there are 3,000 new knowledge workers."

Some of Tulsa's new residents have acknowledged that they don't yet feel fully part of the culture -- so how long they will stay remains unresolved.

Tricia Jimo moved to Tulsa four years ago in part to escape Wisconsin winters. Melissa Lukenbaugh for The New York Times


"I'm definitely still Wisconsin at my core," said Tricia Jimo, 45, whose move to Tulsa, through the program, was partly inspired by having pushed through too many frosty mornings shoveling snow out of her driveway before heading to work in the suburbs outside Madison.

"In my mind, I was coming to Tulsa for a year, and then I could always boomerang back if it wasn't a fit for me," she added. "Four years later, now the conversations I'm having are more like, 'Are you staying in Tulsa forever?' Maybe."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/16/business/tulsa-remote-workers.html
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A Fading Tree, Once Majestic, Had to Come Down. But It Wasn't the End.

A beloved sugar maple slowly succumbed to disease. Today, it lives on in a new form.

Corey Snyder, a wood turner in  Pennsylvania, cut sections of a felled sugar maple.



By Daryln Brewer Hoffstot
Photographs by Kristian Thacker
Daryln Brewer Hoffstot lives on a farm in western Pennsylvania.


Oct 16, 2024 at 10:05 AM

When you live a long time with trees, they become a part of you.

So it pained me to take down the old sugar maple, my arboreal cathedral, one rafter at a time, her demise not from flames but an underground blaze of fungus.

Small honey-colored mushrooms fruiting at her base were "the giveaway," said the forester.

The tree was old when we moved to the farm 36 years ago, about the age of this farmhouse we figured, 160 years. I know she was here as far back as the 1940s because we have a photo of her in her younger days, much smaller and not quite ruling over the side yard as she did in her later years.

In her old age, she reached about 90 feet high. And she was a tree with a personality. Not straight and narrow, but quirky, with a trunk that had split into four and branches that splayed this way and that, coping with aging as best she could. I felt privileged to have lived under her canopy for many years.

But lately she's been battered by torrential rains, and then drought. Summers are hotter, winters aren't as cold. She's had little snow cover to insulate her roots. Climate change probably made her more susceptible to the fungus, armillaria, the forester said.

And she's not the only tree stressed on the farm. Ash trees have been decimated by the emerald ash borer. Native dogwoods are dying of anthracnose. Hemlocks are being attacked by the hemlock woolly adelgid and spicebush and sassafras are suffering from laurel wilt, spread by the nonnative ambrosia beetle. Woods that were once woods are becoming fields again.

We watched the old maple die slowly. She's not doing well, my husband and I said to each other.

Then, in one season, her entire left side started coming down. Limbs crashed onto the springhouse below, chunks of bark everywhere. Anthills appeared at her base. Vegetation that had lodged high in her crevices looked less vigorous to me.

Even the birds were leaving. I saw no Baltimore oriole nest high in her branches as I had the year before, nor did I find on the ground the glossy white and elliptical egg of a mourning dove. Perhaps the birds knew that securing a nest to those branches was no longer safe.
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The sugar maple in 2022; photographs of the tree taken in 1942, top, and 1952; the tree's bark; and its stump.

Still, I hoped we could save her. Prune the dead limbs. Trim back. A little longer, I begged. I knew I was too attached to her. My children had grown up beside her. Animals of all sorts scampered about her trunk. Black bears often ambled by. At night from the sleeping porch, I watched the moon circle east to west above her. She was more than just a tree, she was a village.

And what, I wondered, had she witnessed in her long life? Horse and buggy, farmers who lived in log houses with corn cob daubing, a barn raising, cold winters with piles of snow, many more birds, more insects, lots of bats (which are almost gone from the farm now). Darker skies, brighter stars, years with no airplane noise and then Flight 93 hijacked overhead. She'd watched the pond being dug, the house modernized, the land altered, by us, to divert new floodwaters.

Like the wrinkles on my face, her gnarly roots were a record of years gone by, of lives lived, the blessed and the painful.

But I could fool myself no longer. It had become too dangerous to walk underneath her or mow the grass. My husband and another fellow strung ropes to her branches. I could feel it in my limbs. I didn't want to look. They used pole pruners and chain saws: dangerous, noisy work. They were experienced, but not on this scale. We had to call in a professional with a bucket truck, more people and more powerful chain saws. But he was so busy dealing with dead and diseased trees in our small town that he said he'd drop her, but not clean up the mess.

She was down.

That couldn't be the end, though. I remembered the suggestions of many readers of my original New York Times essay who urged me to turn the old maple into tables, shelves, lumber, guitars or bowls. I took their advice.

Mr. Snyder on the writer's farm. His T-shirt reads, "Turn it, don't burn it." 


"Turn it, don't burn it," says Corey Snyder's business card. I'd met Snyder, a wood turner, years ago at our farmer's market, had bought beautiful bowls from him as wedding gifts. I asked if he could do the same with our tree. He said he'd come look at the wood. Maple is often a light wood, sometimes almost white, he said, which many people don't like. But he was willing to see how the grain turned out.

His chain saw struck up another chorus. More piles of sawdust accumulated on the grass. This time, I put my nose to the newly cut grain and soaked in its sweet smell. We placed heavy chunks of the tree into a tractor bucket, then loaded them onto his trailer. He took them back to his shop. He'd let me know if the wood was worth using.


A couple months later, Snyder presented me with three beautiful, honey-colored bowls: one for our son, one for our daughter, and one for us. Each has different characteristics. One has a "bark inclusion," a dark brown mushroom-shaped mark where a branch had been trimmed or damaged.

Another has a wave pattern resulting from a Y (a crotch, Snyder called it) where two branches met and the tree's growth pattern changed. One has light streaks of green because of mineral deposits. They are different shapes, sizes and thicknesses. I asked him how he chose what form the bowls should take. "I let the piece of wood dictate," he said.

The old maple had spoken.

She still had not revealed her age, though. I had hoped I could count her rings, but she was so scuffed up with a kaleidoscope of chain saw marks that it was impossible to do so.
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Cutting the tree into smaller pieces; maplewood bowls, one with a bark inclusion, made by Mr. Snyder; the grain of one of the bowls; sections of tree ready to be carted away.

Now, instead of gazing up at the tree, I can hold her in my hands. The bowls are silky smooth, not rough like her bark, light-colored, not dark, small, not stately. But they are the old maple in a second life, albeit a different form. Some of her will stay here, where she put down deep roots, but other parts will venture out into a wider world because Snyder said he liked working with the wood so much he wants to cut more.

Pretty soon only the stump will remain. I console myself further that, over time, the stump will become another little ecosystem unto itself. Bacteria will decompose the wood, ants and beetles will move in, and then perhaps pileated woodpeckers, which feed on them. Salamanders may shelter there, snakes hibernate, and chipmunks hide acorns in her crevices. Fungi, moss and lichen will grow and nutrients will return to the soil.

Maybe, someday, a seedling will sprout.


Yet when I walk out to the side yard, I still see her standing, her long, elegant branches reaching skyward. It is autumn now and there is no longer that colorful array of red, yellow and orange leaves blanketing the ground beneath her. And last spring, I strained to hear the dawn chorus.

That glorious sound is not as close to the house as it once was, not as vibrant. It emanates from branches farther away, from trees closer to the forest. The birds that once called the old maple home have had to move on, to sing elsewhere. So must I.




Daryln Brewer Hoffstot's collection of essays, "A Farm Life: Observations From Fields and Forests," was published by Stackpole Books.
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Small-Town Pennsylvania Is Changing, and Democrats See Opportunity

Lancaster County, famous for its Amish communities, regularly votes Republican. But the demographics are shifting here and throughout the state.

Local Democrats boarding a float in a parade in Ephrata, in Lancaster County, Pa.



By Campbell Robertson and Robert Gebeloff
Photographs by Rachel Wisniewski For The New York Times
Campbell Robertson spent several days in Lancaster County and ate street tacos at the Ephrata County Fair.
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Politics came last at the 89th Ephrata Fair Parade.

After the cheerleaders, Shriners and Cub Scouts, after the Republican float piled with bales of hay, local Democrats, on Float No. 119, braced for a hail of boos and perhaps even candy projectiles. After all, it was late September in an election year in Ephrata, a conservative town in Lancaster County, Pa.

But that night, the booing was more sporadic than they expected; there were even a few cheers. The most concentrated jeering came late in the route, when a yard full of parade watchers greeted them with the anti-Biden chant "Let's go, Brandon!"

The yard belonged to Brian Keith, 49, who has lived there for years. "It's very much a conservative, right-leaning community," he said.

But with more newcomers showing up, "it's very much turning blue," he said. "Give it another 10 years, and we're going to be outnumbered."

Democrats in the Ephrata Fair Parade said they braced themselves for boos from the crowd. Rachel Wisniewski for The New York Times


Republicans gathering alongside their float in the Ephrata parade. Rachel Wisniewski for The New York Times


Exactly where the partisan balance lies in this stretch of Southeastern Pennsylvania could determine the direction of the country this November.

Pennsylvania is arguably the most pivotal state in the election, carrying 19 electoral votes, the most of the so-called swing states. After voting for the Democrat in every presidential election going back to 1992, the state went for Donald J. Trump in 2016 by less than a percentage point. Joe Biden won in 2020, by a little over a percentage point.

A primary reason for Mr. Trump's success here is that Pennsylvania is a blue-collar state, with a large share of white voters without college degrees, a demographic that over the past eight years has become an ever-firmer base of Trump support.

Many of these voters were Democrats in the past, out of loyalty to the unions that ensured good jobs in steel mills and factories. But those days, and many of those jobs, are long gone. The hollowing out of manufacturing left behind a deep frustration and many blue-collar Pennsylvanians heard in Mr. Trump somebody who voiced their pessimism about the country's direction.

But as the political parties have realigned along educational divides, the state has been changing, too.

Rural counties across western and northern Pennsylvania have lost population and are expected to shrink further in the coming years. But the state's southeast has flourished, with population growing and pushing out from the suburbs of Philadelphia and Harrisburg into counties that were once mostly rural and conservative. Many of the jobs drawing newcomers are not in factories but in hospitals and universities.

In Ephrata, some longtime residents say the new residents are bringing in a faster pace of life.  Rachel Wisniewski for The New York Times


Angela Martin preparing for the Ephrata Fair. Rural counties in western and northern Pennsylvania are expected to further shrink in population. Rachel Wisniewski for The New York Times


The presidential race this year in Pennsylvania could be a test of which has advanced further: the partisan realignment trends that benefit Mr. Trump, or the demographic changes that help the Democrats.

White, non-Hispanic people without college degrees still make up a narrow majority of the state's voting-age population, but their numbers are declining. Meanwhile, the number of white people who are college-educated and the number of nonwhite residents of voting age are inching up steadily. Both groups tend to vote for Democrats, though Republican strategists are hoping to make inroads with Latino and Black voters this year.



Lancaster County, long associated with the timeless lifestyle of the Amish, reflects this new reality. Over the past decade, Lancaster has been among the fastest-growing counties in a slow-growing state.

"Fifteen years ago, if you were to walk around downtown and ask folks where they're from, overwhelmingly, they would have said Lancaster County," said Kyle Kopko, the executive director of the Center for Rural Pennsylvania and a Lancaster native himself. "Now it's about 50-50."

The Ephrata Fair. Rachel Wisniewski for The New York Times


Lancaster County is still a Republican stronghold. Rachel Wisniewski for The New York Times


There is work for professionals in hospitals, labs and tech-driven companies, including a big business in the suburb of Lititz that makes concert equipment for rock stars. For decades, Christian groups have helped resettle thousands of refugees in the area, bringing Cambodians, Somalians, Cubans and Bhutanese to the city of Lancaster. Huge retirement communities are rising up around the city, attracting seniors from around the Mid-Atlantic, drawn by the lower cost of living and the state's retirement-friendly tax structure. 

White people without college degrees still make up a majority of the county's adult population, but that share declined between 2012 and 2022. The number of college graduates, retired and working, grew by the thousands.

Political shifts have followed. Lancaster County is still the largest Pennsylvania county with a Republican-controlled county government, and it has voted Republican in nearly every presidential election for a century. It will almost certainly give a majority of its votes to Mr. Trump in 2024. But the margins are thinning. Mr. Trump won by about 16 percentage points in 2020, less than half of the 35 point margin by which George W. Bush won two decades earlier.

In recent elections, Democrats flipped local seats and judgeships in strong Republican boroughs and townships around the city, in some cases driven by organizing in the retirement communities. And as local Republican politics moved notably to the right in the Trump era, some more centrist Republicans found their partisan loyalty wobbling: A former chairwoman of the Lancaster Republican Party is now co-chair of Pennsylvania's Republicans for Harris group.

Local Republicans are still confident this year, pointing to recent gains in registrations and efforts to encourage more voting among Amish people, a population that has mostly kept out of presidential politics. And the G.O.P. still dominates in the rural areas.

Former President Donald Trump won Lancaster County by 16 percentage points in 2020.  Rachel Wisniewski for The New York Times


Lancaster County is one of the fastest-growing counties in Pennsylvania. Rachel Wisniewski for The New York Times


Ephrata, with a population of around 13,600, is a short drive away from the city of Lancaster. Founded nearly 300 years ago as a monastic community, Ephrata retained its quiet, devout character well into recent decades. But with all the growth across South Central Pennsylvania, the town might not be as cloistered as many of its residents once thought.

"It started slowly," said Victoria Good, 70, who grew up in the farmland nearby, the grandchild of "plain people," as observant Amish and Old Order Mennonites are known.

"As the years have gone by, it's picked up more and more," she said, sitting at her kitchen table. "Now, everywhere you go, they're putting in another housing development."

Some in Ephrata lament that the newcomers are bringing with them a faster pace of life. They do not get to know their neighbors, many of the longtime residents say. And they wonder if this influx of outsiders is at least partly responsible for problems around town, like the growing number of homeless people.

The political culture in Ephrata is nothing like in the city of Lancaster, where news of a drag queen story hour at the public library drew opposition from county officials and even a bomb threat. But some residents here see a shift nonetheless.

"They're a lot more liberal," Ms. Good said. She believes the newcomers do not show the same level of tolerance to the plain people that they show to Muslims and other groups. "They make fun of them to no end because they're Christian," she said.

Ms. Good's grandson, Chandler Eby, 22, listened quietly from across the table. He is a committed Christian, and he said later that he had never felt looked down on by outsiders. A recent graduate of American University in Washington, D.C., Mr. Eby is an outspoken Democrat.

The night of the parade, a group of women gathered in the living room of a friend who lived in a residential community for people 55 and older that sits just outside of Ephrata. The development is a little over a decade old, with half-million-dollar homes sitting on what had once been farmland. The women were mostly retired, and most had come from elsewhere, or grew up in Lancaster, left and returned. When they first arrived, many of them quickly understood that they were political outsiders.

"I actually considered moving twice from here since I've been here," said Sukey Starkey, 73, a retired schoolteacher who moved to the county from Virginia in 2018. She found a place that was much farther to the right than she had expected. "I thought, 'I've got to get out of here; these people are going to eat me alive,'" she said.

Then she gestured to the others in the room. "Until I found these nice people."

From left, neighbors Sukey Starkey, Sandy Hafer and Sharon Nelson preparing to leave for the parade in Ephrata. Rachel Wisniewski for The New York Times


Prospects for Democrats are growing in Ephrata.  Rachel Wisniewski for The New York Times


The women were planning to march alongside the Democratic float that night. There was a sense of bravado to it; some had outed themselves as Democrats on Facebook, but striding through town in a "Harris-Walz" shirt was a different matter.

But prospects for Democrats were growing, they said, pointing out that the Harris campaign has a full-time, staffed office in downtown Ephrata, a first for a Democratic presidential campaign.

"I really think it has to change," said Marilyn Kopco, 71, who moved to Lancaster four years ago. "If you're pulling from other major cities," she said, "they're bringing with them big-city ideas."

These differences run deeper than politics, said Debra DiTrapano, 60, a nursing instructor who grew up in Michigan and moved to Ephrata eight years ago. She said she had tried to understand the opposing point of view as a nurse would try to understand her patients.

"Different people moving into the area bring their own opinions, bring things that they've learned," she said. "And you have people that haven't changed, and have not experienced other parts of the world. That clash is more than party-party. It's more cultural."

Debra DiTrapano feels that the clash between longtime residents and newcomers is more cultural than political. Rachel Wisniewski for The New York Times


A clash of signs and political loyalties at the Ephrata Fair. Rachel Wisniewski for The New York Times


The morning after the parade, the booths at the Ephrata Fair opened under a light drizzle. The volunteers running the Democratic Party booth were in good spirits. There had been a little run-in at the booth the previous day -- a man yelled "baby-killers" so insistently that a police officer had to escort him away -- but the reception to their float, they said, had been more positive than at any other time in memory.

On a sidewalk nearby, Galen Fox, 85, finished up an ice-cream-slathered apple turnover that he had bought from the Republican booth. His bright-red hat explained his politics: "Make Trump President Again."

Years ago, Mr. Fox said, when he worked at a local concrete business, he had some dealings with Mr. Trump's companies. He liked Mr. Trump then and likes his politics now.

Like many in his generation, Mr. Fox started working right out of high school, he said, and ultimately made enough money to build a home and retire early. He said he also paid for his son to go to medical school.

Things are not quite the same around here, he said. It is partly the new people, but it's not only them. He brought up his son, who now works at a hospital in Lancaster and lives in a nearby suburb.

"He used to be a Republican," Mr. Fox said. "He married a woman that went to college, and she's a Democrat. And her father was a Republican."

His son and daughter-in-law visited him the other day. "I brought politics up, and they both got on me," he said.

He shook his head. "You go to college, you learn to be a Democrat."
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England Entrusts a National Treasure to (Gasp!) a German

The appointment of Thomas Tuchel to coach the England men's national soccer team has provoked, well, some strong feelings.

The new coach of the England men's national soccer team, Thomas Tuchel, center, is a familiar face to Premier League fans.  Ryan Pierse/Getty Images



By Rory Smith
Reporting from Leeds, England


Oct 16, 2024 at 04:43 PM

The post of coach of the England men's national soccer team has long been described -- with only a hint of exaggeration -- as the second-most important job in the country. In terms of prestige, significance and pressure, the theory goes, it is outstripped only by the even more thankless task of being prime minister.

As of Jan. 1, the position that occupies such an outsize role in the national psyche will be filled by a German. The Football Association, the body that oversees England's national sport, confirmed on Wednesday that it had agreed to a deal with Thomas Tuchel to take charge of the country's team until the end of the 2026 World Cup.

The sporting logic behind the appointment of the 51-year-old Tuchel is impeccable. He has coached several of the world's most prominent clubs, including Borussia Dortmund, Paris St.-Germain, Bayern Munich and Chelsea. He has won domestic honors in both France and Germany, and lifted the Champions League trophy with Chelsea in 2021.

He is, as the F.A. said in a statement, "one of the best coaches in the world," an ideal candidate to salve English soccer's open wound: the fact that it has not won a major men's tournament since 1966.

But despite his heavyweight resume, Tuchel's appointment has not met with universal approval. The right-leaning Daily Mail described his arrival as a "dark day for England" on Wednesday morning.

The tabloid placed particular emphasis on the fact that the country had hired not just a foreigner but someone from Germany: traditionally one of England's great rivals, both sporting and otherwise. The word "German" was capitalized on the newspaper's back page on Wednesday morning.


England has been searching for a permanent coach for its men's team since the previous incumbent, Gareth Southgate, resigned in July, only a few days after England lost in the final of the European Championship. The F.A. confirmed it had considered as many as 10 prospective replacements, some of them English, before selecting Tuchel.

"Fundamentally we wanted to hire a coaching team to give us the best possible chance of winning a major tournament, and we believe they will do just that," Mark Bullingham, the chief executive of the F.A., said in a statement. "Thomas and the team have a single-minded focus on giving us the best possible chance to win the World Cup in 2026."

The rules of international soccer dictate that teams must comprise players eligible to represent each country, whether that is through birth, ancestry or naturalization. That principle, though, does not extend to coaches.

It is not especially unusual for countries to import candidates to guide their national teams. Portugal's current coach is Spanish. Austria's is German. Of the 10 countries currently trying to qualify for the World Cup in South America, seven are led by Argentines. One of them recently took charge of the United States men's national team. The U.S. women's side is led by Emma Hayes, an Englishwoman.

Newspapers in London on Wednesday. Tolga Akmen/EPA, via Shutterstock


But the majority of the most powerful countries in men's soccer -- the ones that enter continental championships and the World Cup with not just ambitions of victory but expectations of it -- have not taken the step in the modern era, preferring instead to see their national teams as an expression of the strength of their national soccer culture.

England is very much the exception: Tuchel is the third foreign hire to lead its men's team. Both previous appointments -- Sven-Goran Eriksson, a Swede who arrived in 2001, and Fabio Capello, an Italian who took charge six years later -- were justified as the only way to deliver a trophy. Both were criticized in some quarters at the time. Neither delivered the silverware expected of them.

Sam Allardyce, who endured a brief, controversial spell as England manager in 2016, called the appointment "disappointing." Harry Redknapp, an experienced and widely popular coach at club level, admitted he wanted "an Englishman to manage England."

"I'm very patriotic," he said. "I think we should have an English manager."

That sentiment is likely to be shared by at least a portion of England's fans. During the European Championship in Germany last summer, England fans were requested by police not to sing "Ten German Bombers," a chant celebrating the Battle of Britain in World War II that is regarded as "discriminatory or disrespectful" by both the F.A. and UEFA, European soccer's governing body.

Three years before that, fans were warned they would be banned from attending games if they sang it ahead of a matchup between England and Germany.

At a time when England is reckoning with an ascendant populist right which claims to be defending English national identity, though, Tuchel's appointment may be more contentious still. "Why can't we have an English manager?" asked Nigel Farage, the hard-right lawmaker and leader of an anti-immigrant party that secured some four million votes in Britain's general election in July.

Tuchel has already coached in England, having led Chelsea to the Champions League title in 2021. Manu Fernandez/Associated Press


On Wednesday, at his first public appearance since accepting the role, Tuchel -- speaking flawless English -- acknowledged the complexity of his position, but stressed the affection he feels for England in general and English soccer in particular.

"It's the biggest job in world football," he told a hastily-assembled news conference at Wembley, England's national stadium. "I am sorry that I have a German passport, but I give the greatest respect to the country. Maybe people will remember my passion for English football, my passion for living here."

After being fired by Chelsea in 2022, he said, he had "always wanted to return to England. It's here that I have the best memories. I know there are some trophies missing. I want to help to make it happen."

He admitted, though, that he had not yet decided whether he would sing the national anthem before games, a longstanding and slightly bizarre obsession of the British tabloid media.

Lee Carsley, a youth team coach with Irish roots who had been acting as interim manager while the F.A. made its appointment, had said he would not sing the anthem before a game in Dublin last month, and was pilloried for his stance. During his tenure, Capello had said he felt it was "wrong to sing another country's anthem."

"I have not made my decision yet," Tuchel said. "Your anthem is very moving. I will always show my respect to the country. But I will take my time."

As he makes his choice, he might take into consideration the fact that "God Save The King" is about the preservation of another high-pressure job in English public life that was, at one point, outsourced to a German.
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Liam Payne, 31, Former One Direction Singer, Dies in Fall in Argentina

Payne, who was one of the group's standout singers, fell from the third floor of a hotel in Buenos Aires, emergency services officials said.

Video: Liam Payne of One Direction Dies in Buenos Aires

The police cordoned off the hotel where the 31-year-old singer of the British band died as fans gathered to mourn him.


By Hank Sanders



Oct 16, 2024 at 11:09 PM

Liam Payne, who rose to fame as a singer and songwriter for the British group One Direction, one of the best-selling boy bands of all time, died after falling from the third floor of a hotel in Buenos Aires on Wednesday. He was 31.

His death was confirmed by Alberto Crescenti, the director of emergency services in Buenos Aires. The circumstances of the fall were unclear.

One Direction burst onto the scene in 2011 when the group's debut single, "What Makes You Beautiful," hit No. 4 on Billboard's Hot 100. Five of its other songs reached the chart's Top 10, including "Story of My Life," "Drag Me Down" and "Live While We're Young."

The group, which had 29 total hits on Billboard's Hot 100, would go on to release five albums and become one of the definitive boy bands of the 2010s, largely by eschewing the sleek precision and polish of an earlier generation of pop vocal groups.

One Direction announced in 2015 that it was taking a break from performing as an ensemble, and each of the artists has since invested most of their time in their solo careers.

"It's just a break :) we're not going anywhere !!," Louis Tomlinson, one of the band's members, posted on Twitter at the time.

But in January 2016, the band split, Us Weekly reported.

Mr. Payne released a single called "Teardrops" under his name earlier this year.

Mr. Payne auditioned as a solo artist on the television show "The X Factor" in 2008. But he found even further success in 2010 after trying out again with a jazzy rendition of Ella Fitzgerald's "Cry Me a River." He was put together with four other contestants -- Niall Horan, Zayn Malik, Harry Styles and Tomlinson -- for another round of auditions as a group, which eventually turned into One Direction.

Clarin, a news outlet based in Buenos Aires, reported that Mr. Payne had recently attended a concert by Mr. Horan, who was touring Latin America.

The band was brought together by Simon Cowell, the sharp-tongued English television personality and music executive -- best known to American audiences from his time on "American Idol" -- who tailored the group's sound and songs to appeal to teenage girls.

Although the boy-band formula was nothing new in 2011, the appeal of One Direction's members led to frenzied crowds outside pop-up concerts and movie deals.

When the group arrived in America in 2012 after the release of its debut album, "Up All Night," "there was nothing security could do about the screaming," Jon Caramanica wrote of a New York concert in The New York Times.

Liam James Payne was born on Aug. 29, 1993, in Wolverhampton, England, just outside of Birmingham.

Mr. Payne's survivors include a 7-year-old son, Bear Grey Payne, his parents, Geoff and Karen Payne, and his two older sisters, Ruth and Nicola, The Associated Press reported.

He was one of the group's standout singers, though One Direction as a whole underscored affability and casualness. He had several songwriting credits across the group's releases.

Mr. Payne told Entertainment Weekly in 2015 that out of all of the songs he penned for One Direction, he was most proud of his contribution to the song "What a Feeling," a Fleetwood Mac-inspired groove that he said he hoped people would play on long, serene drives down a coastal road.

Mr. Payne put out a solo album called "LP1" on Capitol Records in 2019, which was full of collaborations across the musical spectrum: the Latin music star J Balvin, the rapper Quavo, the electronic producer Zedd and more. His single with Quavo, the bouncy and flirty "Strip That Down," reached No. 10 on the Billboard Hot 100. But in time, Mr. Styles would eclipse all other former One Direction members as a chart-topping pop star. In 2020, Mr. Payne teamed up with the Swedish producer Alesso for an EP.

The temptations that came with fame took a toll on his mental health, which he described in a 2023 video posted to his YouTube account about his decision to stop drinking. "I kind of became somebody who I didn't really recognize anymore. And I'm sure you guys didn't either," he said.

He explained that he had spent 100 days in a rehab facility in Louisiana. "It's good to be in this position," he said. "I definitely don't need those things anymore. The party's over."

"It feels to me like when we were in the band the best way to secure us, because of how big it got, was just lock us in our rooms," Mr. Payne said on the "Diary of a CEO" podcast in June 2021. "Of course, what's in the room? Mini bar. So at a certain point I thought well I'm going to have a party for one."

In  a May 2023  interview with iFL TV, he said he was working on a follow-up album to "LP1."

"I've been making an album for a change, which is quite fun," he told iFL. "It's been good, I'm excited to bring it out, and I definitely want to tour this time, which is unusual. Because, I wasn't sure I was going to tour for a long time. I was kind of over it a little bit, but I'm really excited to get back out on the road and go and see all the fans."

Lucia Cholakian Herrera contributed reporting from Buenos Aires, and Caryn Ganz, Emmett Lindner and Jesus Jimenez from New York.
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Italy Criminalizes Surrogacy From Abroad, a Blow to Gay and Infertile Couples

The new law was pushed by the party of Giorgia Meloni, Italy's conservative prime minister.

A protest organized by families and L.G.B.T.Q. associations to support surrogacy in Rome in April. Andreas Solaro/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Emma Bubola
Reporting from Rome


Oct 16, 2024 at 05:38 PM

Italy passed a law on Wednesday that criminalizes seeking surrogacy abroad, a move the country's conservative government said would protect women's dignity, while critics see it as yet another crackdown by the government on L.G.B.T. families, as the law will make it virtually impossible for gay fathers to have children.

Surrogacy is already illegal in Italy. But the government of Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni has vowed to broaden the ban to punish Italians who seek it in countries where it is legal, like in parts of the United States.

Analysts saw the legislation as a way for Ms. Meloni to assert her conservative credentials and appeal to her political base, which disproportionately opposes surrogacy and adoption by gay couples. Italy, home to the Vatican, already ranks low in Europe when it comes to civil liberties, and Italian critics say that by imposing further restrictions on gay families, Ms. Meloni has taken a particularly hard line.

Even before it passed, the law had plunged gay families into panic. Now, they feel even more in danger, since under the new law they could be subject to prison sentences and large fines if they seek a surrogate birth abroad.

"It's like a truck hitting us in the face," said Pierre Molena, who, with his partner, has embarked on the long path of pursuing a family through surrogacy abroad.

"We are worried about our future and that of our children," he said.

While some senators on Wednesday rejected assertions that the law was homophobic or specifically targeted the gay community, Carolina Varchi, who introduced the anti-surrogacy bill, wrote on Facebook this summer that with the legislation, her party was working against L.G.B.T. "ideology."

"Hurrah for children and their right, which is a priority, to have a father and a mother," said Domenica Spinelli, a senator with Ms. Meloni's Brothers of Italy party, just before Italy's Senate approved the bill, with 84 votes in favor and 58 against.

Ms. Meloni has also expressed similar positions. Ms. Meloni, who has her political roots in a post-fascist party, has surprised many since taking office by aligning with the Western mainstream on key issues, such as the economy and support for Ukraine.

But experts say that she has taken subtle steps on cultural issues, such as abortion and gay rights, to appeal to her conservative base. For critics, that was particularly alarming, as Italy had already been trailing behind most European countries in terms of L.G.B.T. rights before Ms. Meloni's government took power. Together with Hungary and the Czech Republic, Italy was among the few European Union countries not to recognize same-sex marriage.

Since coming to power, her government has appealed a court decision that allowed adults to be identified as a "parent" on their child's ID, rather than as a "mother" or "father." It also called on the local authorities to vigorously enforce a court decision that barred a mayor from registering children born through surrogacy abroad as having two fathers.

Cities that used to issue such certificates, like Milan, stopped doing so, but the directive also has had the ripple effect of encouraging several Italian prosecutors to revise the birth certificates of children born to lesbian couples. Dozens of mothers faced the prospect of seeing their names removed from the birth certificates of their children.

When it comes to surrogacy, the Roman Catholic Church, along with many feminists, has opposed it, and it is outlawed in other European countries. In some, like Britain and Greece, it is legal under certain conditions.

But the law passed on Wednesday in Italy is so far-reaching that it was unclear if it could withstand legal challenges.

In theory, anyone can report a family suspected of having had a child through surrogacy, paving the way for possible criminal prosecution. However, experts say any resulting trial could trigger constitutional challenges. In addition, Italy would face the prospect of trying to prosecute people for crimes committed in a country where their actions were legal, potentially creating diplomatic tensions.

The law also targets a relatively small number of families in a country already struggling with a low birthrate. Most Italian couples who use surrogacy are believed to be heterosexual, and they can also be adversely affected by the law, experts on the issue say. But because gay couples need a third party to have children, many feel that the law leaves them especially vulnerable to scrutiny. Also, only heterosexual couples are allowed to adopt in Italy, meaning gay Italians have few options for starting a family.

Mr. Molena criticized the legislation for not differentiating between poorer women who can be exploited by the practice and women in places like Canada, who volunteer to carry a baby without seeking compensation.

Conservative lawmakers argued in the Senate on Wednesday that surrogacy exploits all women. They also argued that the new law would put an end to the hypocrisy of the current legal situation in Italy, where couples can easily circumvent the surrogacy ban by pursuing it abroad.

Senator Elena Murelli, a member of the anti-immigrant League party, called surrogacy a form of "child trade" and added, "You can't buy children at the supermarket."

Liberal lawmakers argued that surrogacy should be considered a medical solution to infertility, and that in a country where gay couples are unable to adopt, the law would probably prevent those couples from having children.

The law also stigmatizes the many children born through surrogacy who already live in Italy, opponents said. "It looks like you don't realize these people already exist," said Alessandra Maiorino, a member of Italy's anti-establishment Five Star Movement.
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Survivors of Maine Mass Shooting Take Step Toward Suing the Army

A group of survivors and relatives of victims said the military failed to respond to warning signs from the gunman, an Army Reserve grenade instructor, ahead of the shooting.

People gathered in Lisbon, Maine, last year to mourn the victims of the Lewiston shooting. Lawyers for survivors and victims' families said that the Army had failed to address the shooter's declining mental health. Hilary Swift for The New York Times



By Jenna Russell



Oct 15, 2024 at 09:37 PM

Survivors of the mass shooting that killed 18 people last October in Lewiston, Maine, notified the Defense Department on Tuesday that they intended to sue the military for negligence. Dozens of survivors, along with a smaller number of relatives of the victims, said that the Army had failed to responsibly address the shooter's declining mental health and threats of violence.

Nearly one year after the mass shooting, which took place at a bar and a nearby bowling alley, lawyers for the survivors and the victims' families cited "numerous unheeded red flags and warning signs that should have triggered action on the part of the Army." Such action, they said, might have prevented the shooting.

The behavior of the gunman, Robert R. Card II, a 40-year-old Army Reserve grenade instructor from Bowdoin, Maine, had concerned Army colleagues and supervisors for months before the shooting, which was the worst in Maine history. But even as his threats and erratic behavior escalated last fall, neither the Army nor anyone else took away his firearms. He was found dead of a self-inflicted gunshot wound two days after the shooting.

"The Army knew more about the risks he posed than anyone else, and had multiple opportunities to intervene, yet they failed at every turn," said Travis Brennan, a lawyer representing the families and the survivors. "Unless people stand up and speak out about the broken systems that lead to these shootings, nothing will change."

Under federal law, the government has six months to review the claims that the group submitted on Tuesday and offer a response. After that, the families intend to file civil suits in federal court, Mr. Brennan said.

Other such cases have taken long to resolve. Five years after a man killed 26 people at a church in Texas in 2017, a federal judge found the government 60 percent liable and awarded survivors and families $230 million. The judge pointed to the fact that the Air Force had failed to submit records of prior criminal offenses to a database that would have blocked the gunman from buying weapons. (After the government appealed the ruling, a 2023 settlement reduced the amount paid to families.)

A commission that investigated the Maine shooting laid blame on both the Army and a local sheriff's office; in its final report, released in August, it found that the two entities should have done more to protect the community. But lawyers for the survivors and the families said at a news conference on Tuesday that they did not anticipate further legal action against local law enforcement, because the Army had not shared key facts with the sheriff's office in Sagadahoc County, where the gunman lived, including a doctor's directive that his guns be removed.

An Army investigation into the shooting, whose findings were released in July, found that Army Reserve commanders failed to follow procedures as Mr. Card's mental health deteriorated last summer and fall. Three Army Reserve officers were given administrative punishments for their lapses; their names were not made public.

The Army has said that it is making changes to its psychological health program for reservists, and that it is "committed to reviewing the findings and implementing sound changes to prevent tragedies like this from recurring." An Army spokesman, Bryce Dubee, said on Tuesday that the Army would not comment on ongoing litigation.

Lawyers for the Maine survivors and relatives said the military should have shown more concern about mental health before last October, given that "a disproportionate number of mass shootings are committed by current and former members of the military" and that service members are "subject to lots of trauma."

"How did Robert Card go from a normal, stable, respected member of his unit to someone suffering from homicidal ideation, with a hit list?" said Benjamin Gideon, another lawyer representing the families. "And why didn't the Army care enough to find out before Oct. 25, 2023? How many other Robert Cards are out there right now, suffering from mental illness, with ready access to assault weapons?"

An autopsy report released in March revealed that scientists who had examined the gunman's brain had found significant damage, similar to that found in the brains of veterans exposed to weapons blasts. But the Army's investigation found no link between Mr. Card's mental health problems and the years he spent working as a grenade instructor.

Cynthia Young, whose husband, Bill, 44, and 14-year-old son, Aaron, were killed in the Lewiston shooting, spoke at the news conference of "the pain, trauma and regrets that will never go away."

"There needs to be accountability for the actions not taken," she said. "I hope we will initiate changes in these agencies that will prevent this from ever happening again."

Elizabeth Seal, whose husband, Josh, 36, was killed in the shooting, described the losses her four young children felt each day without their father.

"Josh was only 36," said Ms. Seal, who is deaf, speaking in American Sign Language through an interpreter. "He had so much more to do."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/15/us/maine-mass-shooting-survivors-lawsuit-army.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Theater Review


Adam Driver in 'Hold On to Me Darling,' a Satire of Sincerity

A country music star embodies the cliches of celebrity in an Off Broadway revival of Kenneth Lonergan's 2016 comedy.

Adam Driver as a country-western singer and Heather Burns as his masseuse-turned-love interest in "Hold On to Me Darling" at the Lucille Lortel Theater in Manhattan. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Jesse Green



Oct 17, 2024 at 03:00 AM

Women fall hard and fast for Strings McCrane, the "third biggest crossover star in the history of country music." He dates supermodels "at will." Fangirls who flirt with him at night send him sex tapes in the morning. A hotel masseuse, kneading his sculptural glutes, exclaims: "I've had a crush on you since I was in trade school."

Playgoer, he marries her. But not before seducing a young relative at his mother's funeral. Coming clean to the masseuse, he later owns his indiscretion. "I went to see Essie as a cousin," he says. "But I stayed there with her as a man."

Did the cliches of country music make Strings (Adam Driver) such a melodramatic, self-justifying, emotional boomerang? Or are his pre-existing gifts in that department what made him a country music star in the first place?

These are among the questions you may find yourself asking, in want of much else to do, while watching the baggy, overlong "Hold On to Me Darling," a comedy by Kenneth Lonergan now being revived at the Lucille Lortel Theater. Well, not so much revived as -- like Strings's mother -- embalmed.

Other than a few cast changes, most notably Driver in the role first played by Timothy Olyphant, the show is pretty much what it was when it debuted at the Atlantic Theater Company in 2016. The physical production looks as if it had been preserved since then in mothballs, with the same cramped, slowly revolving set by Walt Spangler. The few tweaks to the script are almost invisible. Neither Lonergan nor the director, Neil Pepe, seems to have felt the need for refinement.

And why should they have? Lonergan has proved himself a terrific dramatist many times over: "This Is Our Youth," "The Waverly Gallery," "Lobby Hero." This play, too, was well received by most critics, if not by me. It is certainly funny in places, and droll in others; it is occasionally even stinging in its satire of show-business sincerity. We learn that Strings's most recent celebrity fiancee, making "a statement of solidarity and sexual enlightenment on behalf of the women of Afghanistan," wore a see-through mesh burqa on a junket there.

A confrontation between Driver's and Frank Wood's characters makes a richly playable scene toward the play's end, our critic writes. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times


Besotted with the chaos of his own emotions, Strings is less calculating but just as ridiculous. In response to grief over his mother, he drops out of a "space movie" mid-shoot and cancels his upcoming "No Time for Tears" tour, inciting ruinous lawsuits. As soon as he wins the pity and affection of the masseuse (Heather Burns), who just as quickly drops her inconvenient husband and twin "angels," he sets his wolfish sad-face on sunshiny Essie (Adelaide Clemens). Swearing to give up Hollywood and Nashville for honorable small-town life, he inveigles his embittered brother (CJ Wilson) into a hopeless scheme to take over their local feed store.

In outline, that's silly enough to work. But if the frame of the story is serviceable, the upholstery is both threadbare and overstuffed. We have certainly seen the parable of the prodigal son before. Lampoons of celebrity narcissism and its enabling underlings -- Strings has a doozy of a sycophantic assistant in Jimmy (Keith Nobbs) -- are not made new by a few new jokes, no matter how good they are. (Mostly they are throwaways here, a sign of their irrelevance.) And Lonergan has not solved the problem, or perhaps he means to express it by example, of the creeping dullness of compulsive personalities. Strings's rut is inevitably the audience's.

Driver compounds the problem by being too good. Always a commanding, magnetic actor, he can't help but pull focus here; his outsize emotional and physical scale make everything and everyone else look small. Worse, his heartfelt commitment to Strings's ludicrousness releases antibodies to the satire, garbling the tone. With the main story thus neutralized, then run into the ground by repetition, the play descends into "Hee Haw" territory, making familiar jokes at the expense of what it relentlessly presents as unsophisticated, uneducated, incest-adjacent hicks.

On it goes in that slumming way until the last scene, when a new character arrives. I won't describe who he is except to say that he is a wholly original creation and, as played by that local treasure Frank Wood, fully able to engage Driver at his fiercest. Their confrontation finally makes a richly playable scene, one that's painful for real reasons and worthy of Lonergan's gift for empathy that's enhanced, not defaced, by wry comedy.

But then it's lights out. After three hours, the play ends suddenly, without resolution, like an argument an angry couple is too tired to finish. (Pepe could have helped us see the final gesture as a point of closure but does not.) Still, the last scene reveals what "Hold On to Me Darling" might have been if it weren't so much like its main character: flighty, unserious and stuck on repeat.

Hold On to Me Darling
Through Dec. 22 at the Lucille Lortel Theater, Manhattan; holdontomedarling.com. Running time: 3 hours.
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critic's notebook


How the Impressionists Became the World's Favorite Painters, and the Most Misunderstood

Exactly 150 years ago, Monet, Degas, Renoir and their pals spurred an artistic revolution. Can we still see the defiance behind the beauty, and the schmaltz?

"The Luncheon," by Claude Monet. Each painting in this article appeared in one of two shows in Paris in 1874 -- the inaugural Impressionist exhibition or the official Salon -- and is now on view at the National Gallery of Art in Washington.



By Jason Farago



Oct 10, 2024 at 10:01 AM

The haystacks have been raked up, the water lilies are clustered; the ballerinas at the Opera and the revelers at the Moulin de la Galette have taken their places. This year is the 150th birthday of Impressionism, a movement so popular and so familiar that it can seem like some preordained crowd pleaser -- all those sunsets and tutus, ready for their blotchy close-ups.

But once, those haystacks were rebellious. Once, those ballet dancers delivered a shock. Can we rediscover what was so revolutionary about impressionism back in 1874? Can we still see the defiance in its beauty, and even its schmaltz?

Right now, at the National Gallery of Art in Washington, two very different paintings hang side by side.




The one on the right is among the most famous and influential in all of French art. It's Claude Monet's "Impression, Sunrise."




Monet painted it in 1872, when he was still a young upstart. With a few dozen short, calligraphic horizontals of salmony orange, he rendered the glimmer of the sun on the port of Le Havre ...




... and in soft lilacs, just slightly distinguished from the peach-tinted mauve of the sky, he captured the boats' masts lost in the fog and the half-light.




Now those sense impressions seem exalted, with crowds and prices to match.

But when he painted "Impression, Sunrise" Monet was a nobody. It drew only modest attention when it went on view in an independent exhibition in April 1874.

The most talked-about painting in Paris that spring was another one.




It was by the city's most famous artist, the academic painter Jean-Leon Gerome, who imagined a scene from France's royal past: the adviser to Cardinal Richelieu in the 17th century, ignoring the courtiers in a show of power.

Gerome's edges are crisp, where Monet's are all hazy. His brushwork is invisible, where Monet's is active and advertised. This was what artistic talent was supposed to be in 1874. Drama. Polish. Technique. Not some little sketch of a sunrise over a fisherman's wharf.




The National Gallery's "Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment" is all about the public appraisals of these very different approaches to art making. It's about institutions and reputations. It's about the public and the press. It's about whether cultural change is ever truly a clean handoff from old to new. And it reconstructs not one major exhibition of 1874, but two.

Gerome was the king of the Salon, the government-sanctioned annual art exhibition that had been France's (indeed Europe's) most significant showcase of new art for longer than two centuries.

The Salon was where reputations were made, where fame was won, where gossip circulated. To see your painting on its walls, you had to get past a tough, traditionalist jury that regularly rejected the boldest artists in Paris, most famously Edouard Manet.

A newspaper cartoon by Honore Daumier depicts visitors to the Salon of 1865, where visitors were scandalized by Edouard Manet's "Olympia."


Names you may dimly know -- Bouguereau, Alma-Tadema, the all-stars of their day -- produced grand-scale scenes of mythology and history for the Salon, packed as densely as a shed of factory-farmed chickens.

And the National Gallery, which organized this show with the Musee d'Orsay in Paris, is now giving a rare outing to the shellacked, so-bad-they're-good (or maybe still bad) paintings that appeared at the Salon of 1874.







When Monet was getting started, he too wanted to be accepted by the Salon. But by 1874 he could see that the establishment was behind the times. He formed a cumbersomely named cooperative with 30 other independent artists, the Societe anonyme des artistes peintres, sculpteurs, graveurs, etc. (A fair translation would be: "Painters, Sculptors, and Engravers L.L.C.")

They put on their own show, sharing the costs and the profits, in a studio rented from the photographer Nadar.




This sure wasn't the grand hall where the Salon was held. The artists showed on a shopping thoroughfare. A clothing shop and a saddlemaker were on the building's lower floors. The Paris stock exchange was (and still is!) around the corner.

The artists here would be the painters of the emerging bourgeois capital. City of commerce and fashion. City of iron and glass.




Many of their paintings were up-to-the-minute scenes of Parisian life. Monet, with uncommon directness, depicted the very street where the show took place, the Boulevard des Capucines ...




... while Degas painted in Paris's dance studios ...




... and Renoir turned to the capital's opera house.




All very familiar now, all very pretty. But "Paris 1874" insists on an important point: Before they were posters in your dentist's waiting room, these were images of postwar life. Monet, Degas, Renoir and the rest had just lived through France's humiliating defeat in the Franco-Prussian War of 1870. They had lost friends. The painter Frederic Bazille, with whom the young Monet shared a studio, died on the front lines.

The capital was besieged. Napoleon III was dethroned. Alsace and Lorraine were lost to the new German Empire. The artist Auguste Lancon, who signed up as an ambulance man when war broke out, was on the front lines the day before Napoleon III's surrender.




Three years later, he reworked that battlefield scene into one of the Salon's many scenes of French patriotism and honor in defeat.




Then, just after the Prussian victory, the artists witnessed the Paris Commune. For two months, a red banner replaced the tricolor flag, until, in May 1871, the French army brought down the revolutionary government in a bloody week of street fighting.







Manet was at the barricades. He lived through the rationing, the cold. He saw the executions.




And in the new Paris that emerged from defeat and civil war, the soon-to-be-Impressionists sensed that old aesthetic rules -- and the institutions that governed them -- were losing their authority. The France of the 1870s would be a new society. Degas, painting the rising bourgeoisie at the races, would give it a culture to match.




Their show was not a runaway success. Only 3,500 people bought tickets. (Attendance at the Salon that year: 400,000.) Some critics trashed the show -- impressionism was a critic's sneer for the whole group, mocking Monet's sunrise over the sea for lacking composition and finish.

But the show had its defenders. Several receptive critics saw something vital in the lighter colors, the open brushwork. Camille Pissarro would describe his fellow exhibitors as lovers of "nature, the open air, the different impressions that we experience, all the things we are concerned with."




"All those artificial theories, we repudiate them."




They certainly weren't all rebels -- more like friends of convenience, tired of the Salon's meddling and eager to find buyers directly. And only later did a core band of Impressionists emerge from the Societe Anonyme.

The show at the National Gallery restores some of the weirdness and idiosyncrasy of 1874, when Monet's and Renoir's impressions appeared alongside more traditional approaches. Zacharias Astruc painted a European woman lounging among ultra-fashionable Japanese imports.




And there were some real outliers, especially among the printmakers.

The first impressionist show also included copies after Renaissance portraiture ...




... and, even weirder, a couple of dog pictures.




But on the walls of Nadar's studio, people could see the germ of something.

The details were decomposing, the edges were fading. The old traditions, the old morals, were starting to look bankrupt.

In 1874, the Impressionist who most fully foresaw those changes was the show's only female artist, Berthe Morisot ...




... who pushed unfinished composition, and contemporary subject matter, further than any of her colleagues.

In women's lives, and women's fashion, she found the full reflection of modern estrangement. In veils and mirrors, sheer whites and grays, she depicted domestic life and holiday-making as the fraught products of a new commercial society.




Contrasted with the solid Parisiennes on the walls of the Salon, Morisot's downcast mothers and daughters seemed to come from a new century.







The line between one Parisian art world and another, however, was not too bright. Some artists showed in both the Impressionist show and the Salon. The Societe Anonyme had its conservatives and clunkers, while the Salon had a renegade or two.

Manet -- the most radical painter of the 19th century (and Morisot's brother-in-law) -- declined to show with Monet and the upstarts. He always craved the public accolades of the Salon. Even after his past humiliations there, he went back in 1874 with "The Railway."




Some good it did him. The Salon jury rejected two other Manets in 1874. And the popular press mocked him again. Where was the polish? Where was the train?

In the newspaper Le Charivari, which published caricatures of the Salon of 1874, the cartoonist Cham redrew Manet's "Railway" as a jailhouse scene.


Yet it was the very medium of that caricature -- a reproduced image, a mass-media image -- that was going to sound the Salon's death knell. Faster communications. Futuristic technologies. Exotic imports. Industrial fortunes. Something was rumbling in Paris in 1874, something unstoppable.

That first Impressionist exhibition included a leisure scene by Henri Rouart, in a Paris suburb now easily reached by train ...




... where two women, carrying parasols bought from a department store, laze in front of a state-of-the-art cast-iron bridge ...




... and a smokestack peeks out across the river.




It was 1874, it was a new republic, it was a new world. The artists who became the Impressionists took seriously what we now often fear: that when life changes outwardly, culture must change inwardly. In shocking ways, perhaps. At great cost, sometimes. But there is no way out of it. No art worth caring about that is not the image of society.

We're still their heirs. The acceleration, the anomie, the eclipse of king and church by market and media: These modern conditions are so familiar as to be invisible to us now. And it's that familiarity, even more than a hunger for beauty, that today draws such dense crowds -- and vacuous Netflix comedies -- to Monet's garden in Giverny.




Does loving Impressionism make me basic? The Washington show, sticking up hard for the old-style Salon pictures, sure suggests that the visual impressions of Monet and Degas were, like "Emily in Paris," overly concerned with superficial things. Cities dissolved into backdrops, persons into objects, as these artists narrowed the task of painting to the recording of what their eyes perceived.

And maybe some of the Impressionists' mega-popularity reflects how their beauty lets us ignore the times they sprang from. In 1874, subordinating the outside world to your own passing impression delivered a radical rebuke. In 2024, a water lily is just a water lily.




Yet as the art historian Harmon Siegel wrote when this show opened in Paris last spring, "I cannot have the Renoir I admire without the one that embarrasses me." Once capitalist society got going, the critique and the commercial were going to be stuck together for life.

Impressionism is all about how we live in that permanent contradiction. That's what it can teach 21st-century audiences whose hunger for authenticity and antagonism keeps coming up short. And if you find Monet, Renoir, Degas too pretty and popular -- if you think Impressionism is the artistic equivalent of a pumpkin spice latte -- I want you to taste the espresso beneath the foam.

Look at picture No. 107 in the exhibition of 1874: another of Morisot's lugubrious bourgeois bachelorettes.




Her model is on vacation in Brittany, easily reached from Paris on a new railway line. She carries fashionable accessories, bought in a new retail emporium. The day is calm. The weather is fair.

But her dress is an open tangle of white, as opaque as the brushy harbor, and between her black hat and violet choker is a face dissolving into vapor. No gatekeepers remain to decree how to picture her. Art, from 1874 onward, means freedom: so sad, so beautiful.




Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment. Through Jan. 19, 2025, the National Gallery of Art, Washington; nga.gov.



Images, from top: Claude Monet, "The Luncheon," 1868-69 (via Stadel Museum, Frankfurt); View of "Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment" at the National Gallery of Art, Washington (National Gallery of Art); Claude Monet, "Impression, Sunrise," 1872 (Musee Marmottan Monet, Paris; Photo by Studio Christian Baraja SLB); Jean-Leon Gerome, "L'Eminence Grise," 1873 (Museum of Fine Arts, Boston); Honore Daumier, from "Sketches from the Salon," published in Le Charivari, June 16, 1865 (Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York); View of William-Adolphe Bouguereau, "Homer and His Guide," 1874 in "Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment," at the National Gallery of Art, Washington (National Gallery of Art); Felix Nadar, "Atelier Nadar, 35, Boulevard Des Capucines," c. 1861 (Fotosearch/Getty Images); Claude Monet, "Boulevard des Capucines," 1873-74 (Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, Kansas City); Edgar Degas, "The Dancing Class," c. 1870 (Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York); Pierre-Auguste Renoir, "The Theater Box," 1874 (The Courtauld, London); Auguste Lancon, "Pres Bazeilles, 1er septembre 1870," 1873 (via Paris Museums, Musee Carnavalet -- Histoire de Paris); Auguste Lancon, "Dead in Line!," 1873 (Departement de la Moselle); Alphonse J. Liebert, "Place de la Bastille," 1871 (National Gallery of Art Library); Francois Gobinet de Villechole (Franck), "Paris-incendie," 1871 (National Gallery of Art Library); Edouard Manet, "Civil War," 1871 (National Gallery of Art); Edgar Degas, "At the Races in the Countryside," c. 1869 (Museum of Fine Arts, Boston); Camille Pissarro, "Hoarfrost," 1873 (Musee d'Orsay, Paris); Zacharie Astruc, "Woman Asleep in an Artist's Studio," 1871 (Musee de l'Opera de Vichy); Felix Bracquemond, "Erasmus," 1863 (National Gallery of Art, Washington); Ludovic Napoleon Lepic, "Jupiter," 1861 (Musee d'art et d'histoire, Geneva); Berthe Morisot, "The Cradle," 1872 (Musee d'Orsay, Paris); View of Jean-Jacques Henner's "Portrait of Mme ***, known as The Lady with an Umbrella," 1874 in "Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment," at the National Gallery of Art, Washington (National Gallery of Art); Edouard Manet, The Railway, 1873 (National Gallery of Art, Washington); Edouard Manet, The Railway, 1873 (National Gallery of Art); Caricature of Manet's "The Railway" in Le Salon Pour Rire, 1874 (National Gallery of Art); Henri Rouart, "Terrace on the Banks of the Seine at Melun," 1874 (Musee d'Orsay, Paris); "Emily in Paris" (Stephanie Branchu/Netflix, via Associated Press); View of Claude Monet's "Water Lilies" cycle at the Musee de l'Orangerie, Paris (Nigel Dickinson for The New York Times); Berthe Morisot, "The Harbor at Lorient," 1869 (National Gallery of Art)

Produced by Amanda Boe.
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With $32 Billion in Aid, Native Americans Push Against History of Neglect

A pandemic relief bill set aside long-term funds for tribal lands that have lacked the tax revenue, and infrastructure, to spur businesses and wealth.

Tuba City, Ariz., part of the Navajo Nation, is surrounded by sandstone and mesa-filled terrain.



By Talmon Joseph Smith
Reporting from Tuba City, Ariz., and southwestern Colorado


Oct 15, 2024 at 04:18 PM

Cortez, a Colorado town of about 9,000 people tucked near the San Juan Mountains, has the trappings of a humble but healthy small-town economy: bustling businesses, congenial single-family homes, a park with grassy fields, a public pool, playgrounds, a pond and skate ramps.

A couple of hours southwest is Tuba City, Ariz., the largest community on Navajo Nation tribal lands. It has roughly the same population as Cortez, and it is surrounded by the same sandstone and mesa-filled terrain. But despite the area's rich history of trade, and its proximity to thriving cities like Flagstaff and tourist sites like the Grand Canyon, widespread poverty and a lack of public services are notably entrenched -- the stark reality across many reservations throughout the country.

Gas stations, dollar stores and fast-food chains fill most of the skinny commercial strips. R.V. trailers and other mobile homes make up much of the housing stock. One in three Navajo households has income below the federal poverty line. Red dust whiffling in from desert winds tends to be more common than the dust stirred up by builders.

Gas stations, dollar stores and fast-food chains fill most of Tuba City's skinny commercial strips.  Sharon Chischilly for The New York Times


At the town's center, though, is a recent exception: the construction of a 5,500-square-foot senior center, whose $5 million cost is partly financed with about $1 million from the American Rescue Plan Act, passed in 2021.

That package, primarily meant to address the economic and public health crises caused by Covid-19, included $32 billion in short- and longer-term assistance for tribes and reservations: aid for households and tribal government coffers, community development grants, health services and infrastructure; as well as access to the $10 billion State Small Business Credit Initiative program, which previously excluded tribal nations.

Collectively, those funds could help develop businesses, roads, water lines, schools, health care centers and high-speed internet availability. They represent a major reversal from past federal policies, direct and indirect, that limited economic development of tribal lands.

It was only in 2009 that the so-called Bennett Freeze of 1966 was officially repealed. The freeze, a U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs ruling regarding a land dispute, banned infrastructure development and most basic repairs -- from gas, water and sewer lines to home renovations -- in the heart of western Navajo Nation, affecting an area larger than Delaware.

"It's no question -- the American Rescue Plan is the most well-resourced and comprehensive economic plan ever for tribal governments," said Gene Sperling, who served as a White House senior adviser until August, leading coordination of the plan's rollout. He added, however, that the investment "is coming after so many decades of shameful neglect."

"A lot of the primary issue comes to the fact that we can't access our own land -- we live on it, but we don't own it," said Heather Fleming, head of a nonprofit that helps Navajo Nation start-ups. Kevin Mohatt for The New York Times


As of this summer, Change Labs -- a nonprofit that works to finance, train and consult Navajo Nation start-ups -- became one of two administrators for Navajo Nation's new branch of the Small Business Credit Initiative program, reviewing and approving federally backed loans of up to $1 million with the help of private lenders. (Larger loans will be processed through the Navajo Division of Economic Development.)

In the context of the long history of harsh financial struggles in Indian Country, the lending kick-start is both an enormous shift and barely a budge.

Heather Fleming, a Navajo Nation member and the executive director of Change Labs, says the lack of infrastructure remains the "daily struggle" for those pursuing business on reservations.

"A lot of the primary issue comes to the fact that we can't access our own land -- we live on it, but we don't own it," Ms. Fleming, 45, said. That inhibits the ability of tribal governments to tax and fund public services -- and the ability of would-be entrepreneurs to use property ownership to build individual wealth.

Most of the more than 570 tribes in the country have no significant revenue from commercial or residential property taxes. That's because the federal government technically owns the lands on which tribal nations reside, holding them "in trust."

A report from the Biden administration also notes that on trust lands, "the secretary of the interior must approve nearly all land-use transactions, including leasing to potential homeowners, consolidating and selling trust land, and business development."

The Change Labs headquarters resemble the offices of California start-ups where Ms. Fleming came of age professionally. Sharon Chischilly for The New York Times


Issuing municipal bonds is another way state and local governments fund their priorities to support growth. But tribes remain legally barred by the U.S. tax code from issuing these types of bonds for anything other than "essential government functions."

That has constrained development of the sort of public amenities that foster growing businesses and provide a foundation for upwardly mobile workers.

Ms. Fleming of Change Labs notes that reservations have a "huge economic leakage problem." And it is not lost on her that she is an example of it. After growing up on the reservation, not far from Tuba City, she left to attend Stanford, but says she always "wanted to go home" eventually and help "solve problems on the reservation."

Founding Change Labs in 2019 was the culmination of that pursuit. The nonprofit -- supported by foundation grants, donors, and income from its consulting and its small-loan program -- is based in Tuba City.

But Ms. Fleming and her husband live in Denver -- attracted, like tens of thousands of other college-educated professionals, to the social and professional connections, school systems and private real estate value that a flourishing city can provide. She directs operations remotely and commutes eight hours to northeast Arizona for meetings several times a month.

On an August afternoon, a cohort of native entrepreneurs and small nonprofits receiving consulting help from Ms. Fleming gathered with her for mocktails and snacks at Change Labs -- a brightly colored hillside workspace resembling the offices of California start-ups where Ms. Fleming came of age professionally.

Kelsey Lee and her husband, Algernon Sakiestewa Jr., own a media production company that Change Labs helped get off the ground. Sharon Chischilly for The New York Times


Posters advertise cheery concept images of what revitalized main streets in Navajo Nation could look like. Brochures provide information and contacts about foundations, social impact investors and government economic development offices. The whiteboard in a glass-walled room still displays a flowchart from a morning session outlining potential revenue models for proprietors.

Among those sharing chips, homemade dips and stories was Kelsey Lee, 33, a photographer who graduated from Northern Arizona University in 2013 and owns a media production company with her husband, Algernon Sakiestewa Jr.

Ms. Lee, who lives a few miles south in the Navajo Nation town of Cameron, finds herself at the center of three overlapping issues affecting natives in their prime career years on reservations. There are the barriers to homeownership; the tension of seeing friends and family members, like her older brother, leave to chase opportunities elsewhere; and even resistance to change within tribal ranks.

Among younger generations, Ms. Lee argues, there are complaints that distrust of capitalists among tribal elders -- who tend to have a large say in greenlighting or halting private projects -- can shoo away entrepreneurs and employment opportunities.

That aside, people on reservations generally cannot secure a conventional home mortgage. That caps what is typically a key source of household and generational wealth for most Americans. And because homeownership can be a critical source of collateral for small-business loans, access to capital is also heavily curbed.

"We tried to get a loan for the media company," Ms. Lee said. They were turned down. "We had no collateral. The only thing we really own is our equipment."

With Ms. Fleming's help, they got the business off the ground with "kinship loans," as Change Labs calls the lending it provides. They are loans of up to $10,000, with no collateral needed at a 5 percent interest rate, which Ms. Fleming says is meant to "create the financial infrastructure you need to secure future loans, investments or grants," largely based on character assessments and the viability of proposed plans.

The economic development efforts aim to help future generations avoid having to leave tribal lands to find opportunity. Sharon Chischilly for The New York Times


"We always get the question of why not move to California, or Austin or even New Mexico, where they have an emerging film scene," Ms. Lee said.

Aging elders on both sides of their family are part of the reason. "We want to be able to be close enough to spend time with them regularly," she said, especially as parents of a 7-year-old daughter and a newborn son.

But paradoxically, they also feel a pioneering spirit in staying put.

"It's easy to move away from Cameron -- or any other reservation community -- to a large city, get a job with consistent pay, have access to child care, grocery stores that are around the corner, even housing that is ready to move in," she said.

"But it feels like if we don't do it, no one's going to do it, you know?" she added. "Like, if we don't try and help create an economic basis or grounding, then no one's going to do it, because no one has done it yet."

It can sound tautological: Few people are staying because few people are staying. But economic theory, and practice, indicate a core truth to such feedback loops for local economies. Whatever their size, they depend on a virtuous cycle of agglomeration: the growing concentration of people, industry, infrastructure and culture that turns places into self-sustaining ecosystems.

Reversing the drain of capital, if it were to happen, would take decades -- and require private enterprise, not just government spending.

Chief Lynn Malerba, the first Native American treasurer of the United States, who leads the newly established Office of Tribal and Native Affairs within the Treasury Department, said she viewed the American Rescue Plan funds for native communities as "a down payment" for recompense of centuries of loss.

The federal government technically owns the lands on which tribal nations reside, holding them "in trust." Sharon Chischilly for The New York Times


Structural improvements, however, tend to take time. According to the U.S. Treasury, more than 95 percent of the American Rescue Plan funds dedicated to tribal governments have been "obligated" for a specific purpose (meaning legally committed or contracted to be spent). But much of the money -- dripping through the pipelines of local political bottlenecks, contract bidding and so on -- has not yet been spent. Tribes have until the end of 2026 to use the funds.

"I feel like I've seen no impact so far," said Laris Manuelito, a military veteran and aspiring entrepreneur working with Change Labs who also attended the mocktail party.

Living in a food desert on the other end of the reservation in northwest New Mexico, Ms. Manuelito, 49, dreams of opening a solar-powered Whole Foods-style supermarket and cafe that has a shaded flea market in the front lot. "A third place," she said, in a region that lacks many.

She was happy to hear that Indian Country was included in the State Small Business Credit Initiative as part of the American Rescue Plan. And she will be applying for a $5 million slice of the initial $90 million awarded to Navajo Nation this year through that program. The tribal government will start evaluating applications this fall.

Ms. Manuelito, standing near the punch bowl, wearing a mix of traditional Navajo clothing and beads with her black pantsuit, said she understood the odds against achieving her dream business. But she maintains an attitude of joyful defiance.

"I am not daunted whatsoever," she said, with a smile. "For me, it's not a matter of if -- it's a matter of when, and how."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/15/business/economy/native-american-tribal-lands-federal-aid.html
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Hungry for Energy, Amazon, Google and Microsoft Turn to Nuclear Power

Large technology companies are investing billions of dollars in nuclear energy as an emissions-free source of electricity for artificial intelligence and other businesses.

The Vogtle nuclear power plant in Waynesboro, Ga. The last two nuclear units at Vogtle ran tens of billions of dollars over budget and were years late in completion. Kendrick Brinson for The New York Times



By Ivan Penn and Karen Weise



Oct 16, 2024 at 08:54 PM

Technology companies are increasingly looking to nuclear power plants to provide the emissions-free electricity needed to run artificial intelligence and other businesses.

Microsoft, Google and Amazon have recently struck deals with operators and developers of nuclear power plants to fuel the boom in data centers, which provide computing services to businesses large and small. The demand has accelerated because of the big investments these and other tech companies have made in A.I., which requires far more power than more conventional technology businesses like social media, video streaming and web searches.

Microsoft has agreed to pay an energy company to revive the shuttered Three Mile Island nuclear power plant in Pennsylvania. And this week, Amazon and Google said they were focusing on a new generation of small modular reactors. That technology has not yet been successfully commercialized but energy experts say it might be cheaper and easier to build than the large nuclear reactors that the United States has built since the 1950s.

Big technology companies, which previously invested a lot in wind and solar energy, are now gravitating toward nuclear energy because they want power that is available around the clock while producing no greenhouse gas emissions. Wind and solar don't contribute to climate change but are not available at all times without the help of batteries or other forms of energy storage. The biggest tech companies have all made pledges to power their operations with emissions-free power by 2030, but those commitments came before the boom in artificial intelligence, which has demanded more energy.

"They have a desire to grow all this in a sustainable way, and at the moment the best answer is nuclear," said Aneesh Prabhu, a managing director at S&P Global Ratings.

On Monday, Google said that it had agreed to purchase nuclear energy from small modular reactors being developed by a start-up called Kairos Power, and that it expected the first of them to be running by 2030. Then Amazon, on Wednesday, said it would invest in the development of small modular reactors by another start-up, X-Energy. Microsoft's deal with Constellation Energy to revive a reactor at Three Mile Island was announced last month.

Mr. Prabhu said that small modular reactors could cost about $1 billion each to build and that it might one day be feasible to place them next to data centers.

Technology companies are not alone in championing nuclear energy. President Biden recently signed a law passed by bipartisan majorities in Congress that its authors say will hasten the development of new nuclear energy projects.

The Biden administration sees nuclear power, which provides about 20 percent of the nation's electricity now, as critical to its goals of reducing greenhouse gas emissions. That's a change from the past when many Democrats opposed new nuclear plants because of safety, environmental and economic concerns.

"Revitalizing America's nuclear sector is key to adding more carbon-free energy to the grid and meeting the needs of our growing economy -- from A.I. and data centers to manufacturing and health care," the energy secretary, Jennifer M. Granholm, said in a statement.

The tech industry's backing of nuclear projects could help reinvigorate a power source that has struggled. With 94 active nuclear power plant reactors, the United States operates more units than any other country, but just two have been built here in recent decades. Both of the units were constructed at the Vogtle nuclear power plant in Waynesboro, Ga., but ran tens of billions of dollars over budget and were years late.

The two units were part of a widely anticipated "nuclear renaissance" that was projected to result in about two dozen new reactors. But those ambitions fizzled in large part because of Vogtle's problems and a failed nuclear power project in South Carolina.

Technology industry executives say this time will be different, and some have staked their personal fortunes on that belief. Microsoft's co-founder Bill Gates has invested more than $1 billion in a start-up called TerraPower, which is working to develop smaller reactors in partnership with Warren Buffett's utility company PacifiCorp.

The idea is that the components of each unit could be small enough to be mass-produced on an assembly line, making them cheaper. Each power plant could start with one or a few reactors, with more added over time.

"The key with nuclear is you have to pick something and build a lot of it to make it cheap," said Rich Powell, the head of the Clean Energy Buyers Association, a trade group whose members include big tech companies.

But critics of nuclear energy are skeptical. They argue that while the pitch from utilities and the tech companies may sound appealing, it does not address longstanding problems with nuclear energy. Those problems include the high cost of new reactors, construction delays and the lack of a permanent storage site for spent nuclear fuel.

"Since 1960, the U.S. has attempted to build 250 power reactors," said Arnie Gundersen, a chief engineer at Fairewinds Energy Education, a nonprofit that opposes nuclear power. "More than half were canceled before generating any electricity. Of the remaining reactors, not one was ever completed on time and on budget."

Still, many tech and energy executives say nuclear is essential because renewable sources of power like wind, solar and hydroelectric are not reliable enough to meet the growing needs for energy.

Electricity use has already been growing in recent years as individuals and businesses turn to battery-powered vehicles, heat pumps and air-conditioners. Now the tech industry's data centers are turbocharging that growth.

While data centers make up a small percentage of global energy consumption, their share is growing and they tend to be concentrated in certain regions, like Northern Virginia, where they can stress local grids.

Data centers use electricity to run -- and, most critically, cool -- computer servers. Power is so crucial for data centers that the industry talks about the size of a building based not on its square footage but on the amount of megawatts it has secured from utilities.

It takes about five to 10 kilowatts to power a single rack of servers in a typical data center, but a rack filled with advanced A.I. computing chips can demand well over 100 kilowatts, Raul Martynek, the chief executive of DataBank, a data center company, said in a recent interview. "From an infrastructure perspective, it is an order of magnitude more intensive," he said.

The tech giants have stepped up their spending to stunning levels, in large part to meet the demand and potential they see for A.I. The five largest tech companies, including Alphabet, Microsoft and Amazon, spent a combined $59 billion on capital expenses in the last quarter alone, 63 percent more than a year earlier. And they have signaled to investors they plan to keep spending.

Amazon this year spent $650 million to buy a data center campus under development that will be directly powered by an existing nuclear power plant in Pennsylvania. In addition to the Three Mile Island deal, Microsoft has agreed to buy power from Helion Energy, a Seattle-area start-up seeking to build the world's first nuclear fusion power plant by 2028.
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Style outside


Hair You Won't Soon Forget

The diversity of hairstyles at fashion weeks has grown to rival the range of clothes worn on and off the runway.




Photographs and Text by Simbarashe Cha
Simbarashe Cha wrote the text and made these photographs for Style Outside, a visual column that explores street style around the world.


Oct 16, 2024 at 10:01 AM

With all the attention paid to clothes seen at fashion weeks, it can be easy to overlook the handiwork of hairstylists and barbers. But as hair becomes as integral to personal style as clothing, the diversity of eye-catching hairstyles has grown to rival the breadth of apparel and accessories worn by models and people in the street.

The styles at recent shows have been seen before, but some served as a barometer of how far this golden age for hair has come. Futuristic, sculpted looks, for instance, are no longer outliers but part of the tapestry of fashion weeks in New York, London, Milan and Paris. What set many styles apart was the precision seemingly given to cuts, colors and styling techniques.

Some people even managed to make long blond hair -- one of the most traditional (and basic) conventions of beauty -- look fresh by adding volume, texture or both. And if long blond hair can be made to look exciting, just imagine the lengths achieved by others with big curls, loose waves and closer crops.

A brilliant hybrid of bob and mullet.


Bleached brows set off a hairstyle that mixed lengths and colors.

This shock of yellow was anything but mellow.


A free-flowing mane with the vibrancy of a roaring fire.


These softer curls had a luscious quality.

Voluminous hair offset a cinched waist.


Slightly windswept tresses relaxed the severity of Nicole Kidman's all-black ensemble.

Blond waves that brought to mind a glimmering wheatfield.


The sleeves evoked angel wings and the hair, a golden halo.


Soft bangs transitioned seamlessly into swirly sideburns.


Backcombing gave this style a hint of bouffant.

Tucking a bob behind an ear offered a lesson in looking demure.


Seeing double -- and red -- in this instance was a good thing.


The orange hair's glow rivaled that of the gold jewelry.


Shellacked to perfection.


 Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times

 Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times

 Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times

Avant-garde styles in which hair resembled a veil, horns and a teacup's handle.

 Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times

 Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times

 Simbarashe Cha/The New York Times

Braids and twists were enhanced by a barrette, beads and brushed-out ends. 

This plait evoked nothing so much as braided bread.

A knotted updo that had traces of a mohawk.


Punk met prim in this look involving lilac streaks.

The Cruella de Vil palette rendered in feathered layers.


Backstage at the Miu Miu show, flyaways were styled just so.
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Why the Election Has Wall Street Frozen

Among deal makers with fortunes at stake, the consequences of a Harris or a Trump win are increasingly murky.

 Fran Caballero



By Rob Copeland
Rob Copeland, a finance reporter in New York, has been speaking for months to bankers, lawyers and investors about shifts in the presidential election.


Oct 09, 2024 at 06:55 PM

When the bankers and lawyers for Capital One and Discover were locked in tense negotiations in February over the timing for the merger of their companies, political factors loomed.

Move too quickly, three people involved in those discussions recalled, and the Biden administration could try to scuttle a tie-up that would make executives on both sides rich. Wait longer, and former President Donald J. Trump might return to office and be more amenable. The companies agreed to aim for a Dec. 31 deal completion -- a date between the election and the inauguration.

Eight months later, advisers to the bank and credit card company have decided that the best time to get the deal done might be the present, said the three people, who asked for anonymity because of regulatory rules about speaking publicly. They are racing to hit the year-end deadline in part because of the fear that Mr. Trump, who recently proposed a cap on credit-card interest rates and unveiled a new cryptocurrency company to challenge what he called "slow and outdated big banks," would look unkindly toward helping two big lenders merge.

This year's presidential election is vexing Wall Street, where fortunes can rise and fall on the whims of Washington. With neither candidate an obvious friend to financiers, and both pledging crackdowns on bankers in their own respects, the heartbeat of the financial services industry is pulsing with anxiety.

That is, to the degree that it's pumping at all. Since President Biden dropped out of the race, the uncertainty has only increased and newly announced acquisitions and public stock offerings -- proxies for corporate optimism -- have been hushed.

In interviews, bankers, lawyers and advisers who support both candidates, as well as those still undecided, listed a number of outstanding political questions that could create or wipe out fortunes. Would corporate taxes rise or fall? Would Vice President Kamala Harris's proposals to tackle inflation crack down on profits? Which version of Mr. Trump would show up in office?

There are no straightforward answers. Ms. Harris has attracted attention from businesspeople for declaring that "I am a capitalist" and taking a more moderate stance than Mr. Biden on issues such as capital-gains taxes. Mr. Trump is animated when discussing tariffs, deregulation and an expanding list of tax cuts.

Ralph L. Schlosstein, chairman emeritus of the investment bank Evercore and a prominent figure on Wall Street for half a century, said he could scarcely remember a period of deeper financial paralysis. "What's missing," he said, "is real confidence about the future."

"Right now, we have both economic and political uncertainty," he added.

There's more than just confidence at stake. Action is currency on Wall Street -- where investment bankers collect fees at the completion of transactions -- and this is turning out to be a particularly insipid stretch. In the first nine months of 2024, $558 billion worth of corporate deals were completed, the lowest total since 2003, according to the data provider Dealogic.

The investment bank JMP estimated that there would need to be a staggering $1 trillion of additional deals in this year's final quarter to return just to the average annual pace of the past three decades.

An uncertain economic environment and high interest rates have played their part. The Biden administration has also put companies accounting for nearly half of the S&P 500's market value under antitrust investigation, a warning to any large company pondering acquisitions.

A Capital One spokesman said that the timing of the Discover deal announcement was based on historical precedents, and that the bank was "well positioned to receive approval regardless of the outcome" of the election.

But presidential politics are in the mix, too. For instance, while Capital One's and Discover's advisers are trying to move quickly to get their deal done, the bankers behind the biggest announced merger of the year, ConocoPhillips's $22.5 billion takeover of Marathon Oil, are coalescing around the opposite view, hoping to slow-walk their transaction until after the inauguration, said two advisers who were not authorized to speak publicly about the discussions.

A ConocoPhillips spokesman referred back to an Aug. 1 news release, stating that the deal is "progressing" toward completion later this year.

The companies' advisers, however, are girding for resistance from the Biden administration's Federal Trade Commission, and rooting for new overseers next year in Washington. That could come from either a Trump administration friendlier toward oil interests or a Harris administration in which the trustbusting Lina Khan is no longer chair of the F.T.C.

Ms. Harris, who until her ascension to the top of the Democratic ticket in July had met with corporate executives infrequently, has not said whether she would keep on Ms. Khan. The Harris campaign deferred comment to Jon Henes, Ms. Harris's finance director during her presidential campaign in 2020, who said in a statement that the candidate "has repeatedly made it clear that she will work to foster a stable environment where companies can grow and business leaders can plan for the future."

As for Mr. Trump, the real estate developer was not particularly well known among the well-to-do finance set before his 2016 election. Several financiers in interviews cited the seeming incongruence that he had Goldman Sachs veterans in his administration and yet pushed tariffs and trade wars loathed by the global financial elite.

"No one has any idea" what a Trump win would mean for big business, said Jonathan Jacobson, a former partner who practiced antitrust law at the powerhouse law firm Wilson Sonsini. He said that given the former president's quick-draw tendencies -- recall the role that Mr. Trump's feelings toward CNN appeared to play in the Justice Department's unsuccessful attempt to block AT&T's 2017 bid for Time Warner -- it was impossible for even the savviest executive to plan for "what it means for interference in their business if they don't toe the line."

A Trump campaign spokeswoman, Karoline Leavitt, said in a statement that "Wall Street investors, business owners and anyone with a 401(k) wants President Trump back in the White House."

For at least one big-money transaction, any election outcome might be an improvement. In May, T-Mobile said it would acquire most of U.S. Cellular. If the $4.4 billion deal is approved by federal regulators, fees will rain down on grateful Wall Street advisers, including the banks Citi and Wells Fargo and the law firm Cravath, Swaine & Moore.

But since the announcement, Senator Elizabeth Warren, Democrat of Massachusetts, has attacked the deal, and the Federal Communications Commission has issued two requests for information that suggest it is weighing a challenge, said a deal maker involved in the negotiations who was not authorized to speak about it publicly.

"It can't get worse than this," the deal maker said. "It can only get better."

Danielle Kaye contributed reporting.
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Washington Post C.E.O. Elevates Deal-Making to a Top Priority

Will Lewis has said he has a mandate from the paper's owner, Jeff Bezos, to grow the business, including through acquisitions.

The Washington Post is considering acquisitions to expand its revenue and subscriptions. Graeme Sloan/Sipa, via Associated Press



By Benjamin Mullin



Oct 15, 2024 at 11:18 PM

For the last several years, The Washington Post has sat out the deal fervor that has swept through much of the media industry.

The Post's new chief executive, Will Lewis, appears interested in changing that.

Mr. Lewis, who took over in January, has told confidants that he has a mandate from the company's owner, Jeff Bezos, to grow the newspaper, including through acquisitions, three people familiar with the matter said. In recent months, the company's head of corporate development has met with a variety of technology and media companies, exploring deals that could help The Post expand its revenue and subscriptions, one of the people said.

In scouting for deals, The Post is following in the footsteps of other media companies, including The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal, that have bought companies that complement their core news businesses, the three people said. The overall goal is to create a growing subscription-based business that is insulated from the vagaries of the news cycle, which can wax and wane throughout the year.

Mr. Lewis, who founded The News Movement -- a social media-focused publisher aimed at Gen Z -- is also said to be interested in acquiring a company that produces video, two of the people said.

In recent months, Peter Elkins-Williams, The Post's head of partnerships and corporate development, sat down with executives at Punchbowl News, a start-up that has parlayed its obsessive following in the halls of Congress to a robust subscription business and a valuation of more than $100 million, according to two people familiar with the talks.

Mr. Elkins-Williams didn't propose a deal, according to the two people, and The Post has not made an offer since then. But the outreach is a sign of The Post's resurgent ambitions under Mr. Lewis, the two people said.

An update on the company's progress was provided to the Post newsroom on Tuesday. During a presentation to employees, the company's chief growth officer, Karl Wells, showed a slide that indicated the company would look to acquire audiences in areas of coverage that delivered the most new subscribers, including politics and opinion.

Will Lewis, chief executive of The Washington Post, in June. Robert Miller/The Washington Post via Getty Images


"This is about us getting our house in order," Mr. Wells said, according to two people who were in attendance. "It's about fixing the foundations in order for us to be able to grow regardless of the news cycle."

Also during the presentation, Mr. Wells showed employees several improvements the company's new leaders have made, including adjusting The Post's paywall to prompt more readers to subscribe. Mr. Wells also said The Post was cracking down on 160,000 free subscriptions offered to federal offices and employees.

"After a period of significant decline in our digital subscription base, we are growing for the first time since 2021," one slide read. This year through September, The Post added more than 4,000 subscribers.

The Post's longtime chief executive before Mr. Lewis, Fred Ryan, also considered some acquisitions. The newspaper weighed a deal for Consumer Reports -- a decades-old product recommendation publication. It also considered buying Decision Desk, a start-up used by a variety of news organizations to help call races on election night.

But deal-making was never a top priority for Mr. Ryan, and no agreement was reached with either company.

The Post lost roughly $100 million last year and has continued to lose money. It has reduced staff to help stanch the bleeding: Last year, The Post cut 240 positions through buyouts, and in September, Arc XP, a sister company of The Post focused on developing online tools, laid off more than 50 employees.

In addition to pursuing acquisitions, Mr. Lewis has begun to develop other business lines for The Post. The newspaper has created a new product, called WP Intelligence, that plans to lure professionals interested in deeper coverage of their industries. That tactic mirrors a strategy put in place by other Washington publications, such as Politico, Axios and Bloomberg, which sell pricey subscriptions for in-depth coverage to lobbyists and industry experts.

In some ways, The Post's new strategy is familiar territory for Mr. Lewis, an inveterate deal-maker who has spent much of his career building digital subscription businesses. He was previously the publisher of Dow Jones, where he oversaw business titles including The Wall Street Journal, Barron's and Dow Jones Newswires. 

Mr. Lewis's efforts to transform The Post come after an internal crisis that sapped much of his good will shortly after arriving in the newsroom. He replaced Sally Buzbee, the newspaper's former executive editor, after she balked at a plan to create a separate division to oversee new types of journalism at The Post. Before her exit, Ms. Buzbee clashed with Mr. Lewis over whether The Post should cover legal developments involving him in a phone hacking case in Britain.

In recent weeks, Mr. Lewis has boasted in staff memos of periods of high web traffic during the presidential race, including when President Biden announced his decision to abandon his re-election bid. In August, Mr. Lewis told Post staff members in a memo that the newspaper showed subscriber growth over a period of seven weeks for the first time since February 2021.
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TikTok's Owner Already Publishes Digital Books. Now It Is Moving Into Print.

ByteDance, the Chinese tech giant that owns TikTok, will focus its publisher, 8th Note Press, on popular genres such as romance, romantasy and young adult fiction.

Younger readers and BookTok influencers like having physical books to hold up in videos and display on their shelves. Amir Hamja/The New York Times



By Alexandra Alter



Oct 16, 2024 at 10:04 AM

ByteDance, the Chinese technology giant that owns TikTok, made an initial move into publishing digital books last year. Now the company's publishing imprint, 8th Note Press, is planning to significantly expand its retail footprint by publishing print editions and selling them in physical bookstores.

To do that, 8th Note Press is teaming up with Zando, an independent publishing company, the companies announced on Wednesday. The new joint imprint plans to release 10 to 15 books a year, with the first titles arriving in early 2025. It will focus on genres that have proven popular with millennial and Gen Z readers -- mostly romance, romantasy and young adult fiction.

Expanding into print was always part of 8th Note's plan, said Jacob Bronstein, the head of editorial and marketing at the company.

"Physical books are still overwhelmingly the most popular format, and certainly in specific genres, some of which we're playing in, they're still super important," he said. "So we knew that we needed to be in physical books."

At the same time, 8th Note is closely tracking what's trending online, including on BookTok, and is "building backwards" by acquiring books that feed into those trends and conversations, Bronstein said.

"We're thinking first, what do people like reading, who is reading these books, how are people talking about these books, how are these conversations happening online, and where?" Bronstein said. "Genre comes second."




Since its launch last August, 8th Note Press has acquired more than 30 books, including two books in Tara Lush's cozy romantic mystery series about a gator trapper in Florida; Rachael Craw's "The Lost Saint," a time-travel fantasy series; and Peach Morris's "Learning to Fall," a sapphic coming-of-age teen roller derby romance. Still, the lack of a print operation put the imprint at a disadvantage in a retail landscape where the majority of readers still prefer paper books.

The company's move into print could make it more of a serious competitor to legacy publishers, particularly if 8th Note is able to engineer viral hits by boosting its authors on TikTok.

Over the past few years, TikTok has become an indispensable way for publishers and authors to market books to younger readers. Book reviews and reaction videos have proven incredibly popular with the platform's users. There are more than 38 million posts tagged as #BookTok, and BookTok videos have grown by nearly 15 percent in the first nine months of this year compared to 2023, according to a TikTok representative.

And younger readers and TikTok influencers, it turns out, prefer to have physical books to hold up in videos and display on their shelves.

In 2024 so far, print sales for authors with large audiences on BookTok -- including Colleen Hoover, Sarah J. Maas, Freida McFadden and Rebecca Yarros -- have reached 41 million units, a 23 percent increase compared to the same time last year, according to Circana BookScan, which tracks roughly 85 percent of print sales in the United States. By comparison, in the total adult fiction market, print sales are up only 6 percent over last year.




"Readers are finding out about books in ways we didn't quite realize, they're having conversations about books and they're sharing books, and they're doing so on this particular social media platform," said the literary agent Melissa Edwards, who sold a novel by Syed M. Masood, "The Last Man in Paradise," to 8th Note last year. "That enthusiasm can be harnessed by a publisher who knows where to find these readers."

For Zando's executives, partnering with 8th Note offered a way to gain insight into how to reach particular communities of readers online. Zando, which launched in 2020, already has a track record of running joint imprints and collaborative marketing campaigns. It has nearly a dozen imprints with media brands and celebrities, among them John Legend, Sarah Jessica Parker, Gillian Flynn, The Atlantic magazine and the podcast company Crooked Media.

"8th Note is thinking about a constituency of readers and understands the power of digital platforms to support these books for the right audiences," said Molly Stern, Zando's chief executive.

Some literary agents and authors say that 8th Note's entrance into publishing is welcome in an era when the book business needs to innovate and adapt to survive, as publishers, like all legacy media, are losing audiences to social media.

When the agent Saskia Leach was shopping a debut romance series by the novelist Ally Wiegand, she received offers from four publishers, and ended up selling it to to 8th Note, in a three-book deal that was announced in January.

The offer from 8th Note appealed in part because of their extensive online marketing plans, she said. "8th Note Press's focused publicity and influencer outreach on TikTok is certainly a pull for authors," Leach said. "I knew they'd cater to the BookTok generation's appetite."

Some authors and agents see risks in signing with a brand-new company. As a publishing start-up, 8th Note still lacks the extensive connections with booksellers and reviewers that traditional publishers have cultivated over decades.




Sanibel, a debut novelist who writes under a mononym and sold her book, "To Have and Have More," to an editor at 8th Note last year, worried at first that her novel might never make it into bookstores.

"I was very nervous at the beginning that it would be an e-book only situation," she said.

She was reassured when she learned about 8th Note's partnership with Zando, and was thrilled when she found out that her book would be the imprint's lead title next spring.

"8th Note is a brand-new press, so I knew I was going to be a guinea pig to some degree," she said. "There's this very ambitious, building the airplane while it's flying kind of feel."
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How Media Outlets on the Left and Right Covered Trump's Musical Town Hall


By Santul Nerkar
This article is part of Media Bubbles, a regular feature that looks at how different news and opinion outlets -- large, small and often partisan -- are covering the 2024 presidential election.


Oct 16, 2024 at 04:54 PM

For about 30 minutes on Monday night, former President Donald J. Trump held an impromptu musical town hall outside Philadelphia, standing onstage and swaying to songs like "Time to Say Goodbye" by Sarah Brightman and Andrea Bocelli, and "Hallelujah" by Rufus Wainwright.

Both liberal and conservative media outlets described Mr. Trump's sudden broadcast of his campaign playlist as awkward -- but through far different lenses.

Mr. Trump had been answering questions from a crowd of a few hundred people with Gov. Kristi Noem of South Dakota at the Greater Philadelphia Expo Center in Oaks, Pa. But after multiple medical emergencies in the crowd paused the question-and-answer portion of the event, Mr. Trump said: "Let's not do any more questions. Let's just listen to music."

Liberal outlets described the event using words like "weird" and "disastrous." They said that the event was evidence of cognitive decline in Mr. Trump, and that he wasn't listening to the concerns of voters. Mr. Trump and his campaign have said he does not suffer from any cognitive impairment.

Conservative outlets paid far less attention to the event, though those that covered it acknowledged that the scene was bizarre. Most also emphasized that the medical emergencies in the audience had caused the detour. Some accused Democrats, including Vice President Kamala Harris, of unfairly mocking Mr. Trump for his choice to play music and his movements onstage.

Here's how a selection of outlets on the left and the right covered the news:

FROM THE LEFT

The New Republic




The New Republic, a liberal site, described the incident in one article as a "weird musical detour." In that article, Hafiz Rashid, a writer for the site, said Mr. Trump's choices on Monday were part of a larger pattern of cognitive issues. He pointed to recent events in which Mr. Trump had stumbled over his words.

"It's the latest, and strangest, example of Trump showing clear signs of mental decline, even as he insists otherwise," Mr. Rashid wrote.

Mr. Trump has dismissed concerns about his cognitive capability and insisted that he has passed cognitive tests. Steven Cheung, Mr. Trump's campaign communications director, rejected the notion that Mr. Trump had cognitive issues in a statement, saying he "does multiple public events every single day and the public can see he is sharper and more focused than ever before."

In a separate article, Parker Molloy, a contributor to The New Republic, wrote that the event "wasn't a charming detour or a moment of levity; it was a bewildering departure from the friendly campaign event."

"With the election just weeks away, one would expect a candidate to seize every opportunity to address voters' concerns," Ms. Molloy wrote. "Instead, Trump chose to play D.J., leaving many in the crowd puzzled."

FROM THE LEFT

HuffPost




HuffPost, a liberal news site, ran several headlines in all-caps that seemed to make light of the town hall. One all-caps headline said: "What. Was. That. Joker Twists Town Hall Into Musical." Another said, "Don Gets Weird: 40-Minute Musical."

Igor Bobic, a senior reporter for HuffPost who covers Congress, the White House and political campaigns, wrote in a news article that Mr. Trump had been taking questions from the audience on the issues like housing affordability, but that he "seemed to grow bored with the format after two people fainted in the audience."

In another article, Ed Mazza, an overnight editor at HuffPost, wrote in a news article that the event came "amid a new focus on his health and cognition due to speeches marked by slurred words, confusion over names and location, and lengthy, rambling digressions."

FROM THE RIGHT

The Washington Examiner




The Washington Examiner, a right-leaning site, ran an article with the headline, "Trump town hall takes a turn for the surreal."

Annabella Rosciglione, a breaking news reporter for the publication, described the town hall in vivid detail, offering a chronological exposition of the evening's events.

She quoted Mr. Trump calling for the event organizers to play "Ave Maria" while medical professionals attended to one of the sick attendees, and noted that the song played two more times that night.

She referred to the event as a "music show," and said Mr. Trump played nine songs, which ranged in genre from opera to disco.

"During the musical portion, Trump performed some of his signature dance moves and sometimes pointed to audience members, but he mainly swayed onstage," she wrote.

Ms. Rosciglione also reported that, "on his way out of the event, Trump spoke to attendees to the tune of 'Memory' from the musical 'Cats.'"

FROM THE RIGHT

RedState




Writing for RedState, a conservative blog, Nick Arama, a contributor to the site, noted that Mr. Trump answered a range of questions at the event and said Mr. Trump "showed more concern for his supporters than for his own safety."

"One of the people who fell ill even appeared to feel better as 'Ave Maria' was playing and the crowd cheered," Mr. Arama wrote.

He also focused on Ms. Harris's reaction to Mr. Trump's town hall. After her campaign team posted on X that "Trump appears lost, confused, and frozen onstage as multiple songs play for 30+ minutes and the crowd pours out of the venue early," Ms. Harris's personal account reposted it with a short message: "Hope he's okay."

Mr. Arama said the post showed that Ms. Harris was "resorting to more and more desperate measures" to mock Mr. Trump because of her "imploding" campaign.
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Trump Brags About His Math Skills and Economic Plans. Experts Say Both Are Shaky.

In a combative interview, the former president hinted at even higher tariffs as an economic magic bullet.

Former President Donald J. Trump with John Micklethwait, editor in chief of Bloomberg News, during an interview on Tuesday. Jim Vondruska for The New York Times



By Alan Rappeport and Ana Swanson
Reporting from Washington


Oct 15, 2024 at 09:48 PM

Former President Donald J. Trump has been offering up new tax cuts to nearly every group of voters that he meets in recent weeks, shaking the nerves of budget watchers and fiscal hawks who fear his expensive economic promises will explode the nation's already bulging national debt.

But on Tuesday, Mr. Trump made clear that he was unfazed by such concerns and offered a one-word solution: growth. Despite the doubts of economists from across the political spectrum, Mr. Trump said that he would just juice the economy by the force of his will and scoffed at suggestions that his pledges to abolish taxes on overtime, tips and Social Security benefits could cost as much as $15 trillion.

"I was always very good at mathematics," Mr. Trump told John Micklethwait, the editor in chief of Bloomberg News, in an interview at the Economic Club of Chicago.

Faced with repeated questioning about how he could possibly grow the economy enough to pay for those tax cuts, Mr. Trump dismissed criticism of his ideas as misguided. He professed his love of tariffs and insisted that surging output would cover the cost of his plans.

"We're all about growth," Mr. Trump said, adding that his mix of tax cuts and tariffs would force companies to invest in manufacturing in the United States.

The national debt is approaching $36 trillion. The Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget projected last week that Mr. Trump's economic agenda could cost as much as $15 trillion over a decade. Economists from the Peterson Institute for International Economics, a nonpartisan think tank, estimated last month that if Mr. Trump's plans were enacted, the gross domestic product could be 9.7 percent lower than current forecasts, shrinking output and dampening consumer demand.

During his presidency, Mr. Trump repeatedly relied on overly optimistic growth forecasts to make his budget proposals appear to be fiscally responsible. He claimed that his policies would drive more output and generate more investment than they ultimately did. In 2017, he predicted that economic growth would reach 6 percent, but it topped out around 3 percent.

On Tuesday, Mr. Trump maintained that the threat of draconian tariffs would be the centerpiece of his economic agenda. He offered a rationale for imposing across-the-board tariffs of as much as 50 percent -- far higher than the 10 percent duties that he previously proposed -- and denied the possibility that the tariffs would hurt American businesses.

Instead, at several points during the interview he said such punishing tariffs would encourage companies to set up factories in the United States and would take in revenue for the country.

One idea, the former president said, would be to make the tariff "so high, so horrible, so obnoxious, that they'll come right away."

Mr. Trump said the tariff would have to be higher than 10 percent to do that: "They're not going to do it for 10, but you make a 50 percent tariff, they're going to come in."

Mr. Trump imposed tariffs on hundreds of billions of dollars of foreign products during his presidency, but his plans if he is re-elected would dwarf those moves. On previous occasions, Mr. Trump suggested imposing tariffs of 10 to 20 percent on most foreign items, as well as a tariff of 60 percent or more on goods from China, in addition to other levies.

Many economists have said those moves would push up prices for American households and could even threaten to cause a recession in the United States.

When confronted with those criticisms on Tuesday, Mr. Trump disagreed with the idea that tariffs would push up prices for American consumers.

"The most beautiful word in the dictionary is tariff," Mr. Trump said, adding, "It's my favorite word."

During the combative interview, Mr. Trump did not answer whether he would try to remove or demote Jerome H. Powell, the Federal Reserve chair, whom he elevated to the top role at the central bank. He said that while he would not "order" the Fed to raise or lower interest rates, the president should be able to express his views on the matter.

"I think it's the greatest job in government," Mr. Trump said. "You show up to the office once a month and you say, 'Let's see, flip a coin,' and everybody talks about you like you're a god."

Although economists have projected that Mr. Trump's economic policies could spur inflation while slowing growth, the former president has maintained -- without offering details -- that he would simultaneously be able to cut taxes, reduce deficits and keep the U.S. dollar strong.

Asked to explain how his ideas all added up, Mr. Trump praised his math skills and lashed out at Mr. Micklethwait for appearing skeptical.

"You've been wrong all your life," Mr. Trump said.
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Small Business Administration Depletes Disaster Loan Funds

Federal officials urged people to keep applying for the loans, which they said they would continue to process while awaiting more funding from Congress, which is not set to reconvene until Nov. 12.

A destroyed home in Swannanoa, N.C., after Hurricane Helene. Homeowners can get loans of up to $500,000 from the Small Business Administration to repair or replace real estate. Mike Belleme for The New York Times



By Madeleine Ngo
Reporting from Washington


Oct 15, 2024 at 11:07 PM

The Small Business Administration has run out of funds to provide low-interest loans to homeowners and businesses to repair property damaged by disasters, the Biden administration said on Tuesday.

The drawdown of funds comes as residents across the Southeast are still recovering from the destructive impacts of Hurricanes Milton and Helene. Federal officials urged eligible people to continue to apply for loans, which they would continue to process while they wait for lawmakers to pass "much-needed funding." But Congress is not set to reconvene until Nov. 12, and congressional leaders have not committed to calling members back sooner to approve more funding for the S.B.A. or the Federal Emergency Management Agency.

"Speaker Johnson has promised that this and other disaster programs will be replenished when Congress returns, so Americans should continue to apply for these loans," President Biden said in a statement, referring to Speaker Mike Johnson. "S.B.A. will continue to process applications and will disburse loans as soon as Congress provides the needed funding."

Isabel Guzman, the agency's administrator, warned last week that the S.B.A. would soon run out of funds, and she called on lawmakers to return to Washington to approve more money. Mr. Biden also urged Congress to "restore this funding" earlier this month.

Mr. Johnson said that federal officials had enough disaster funding to address the immediate needs of Americans in hurricane-affected areas. He has pointed to the additional $20 billion that Congress recently approved for FEMA's disaster relief fund.

FEMA officials have said they have enough money for the immediate recovery needs of people affected by Hurricane Milton. But they have said that they will have to evaluate how quickly they are burning through funding. Alejandro N. Mayorkas, the homeland security secretary, has also warned that FEMA might not have enough funding to make it through the rest of the hurricane season.

"There's no question these devastating back-to-back storms have stressed the S.B.A. funding program," Mr. Johnson said in a statement. "Congress is tracking this situation closely, and when members return in just a few short weeks, the administration should have an accurate assessment of the actual dollar amount needed and there will be strong bipartisan support to provide the necessary funding."

A spokeswoman for Senator Chuck Schumer of New York, the majority leader, said last week that he was also waiting for estimates from agencies on the ground.

Some lawmakers have urged Congress to return to Washington sooner. Last week, more than 60 House Democrats signed a letter urging Mr. Johnson to bring the House back into session to approve more disaster relief funding for the S.B.A. and FEMA.

The S.B.A. provides low-interest loans to homeowners, renters, businesses and nonprofits whose property has been damaged because of disasters. Homeowners can get loans of up to $500,000 to repair or replace damaged or destroyed real estate. Homeowners and renters are also eligible for up to $100,000 to repair or replace personal property. Businesses can get loans of up to $2 million.

So far, the S.B.A. has made more than 700 loan offers totaling about $48 million and received about 37,000 applications from people affected by Hurricane Helene. The agency has received over 12,000 applications from those affected by Hurricane Milton.

The agency could continue to make a small number of new loan offers if money is made available through loan cancellations, agency officials said.

The S.B.A. has requested $1.6 billion in new funding from Congress for its disaster loan program for the full fiscal year, though agency leaders have said they would probably need more after Hurricane Milton. In 2023, the S.B.A. lent nearly $3 billion -- including more than $670 million for businesses and over $2.3 billion for homeowners and renters -- to help people recover from disasters.
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Mara Gay


New York Can Do Better Than Andrew Cuomo

 Damon Winter/The New York Times



By Mara Gay
Ms. Gay is a member of the editorial board.


Oct 13, 2024 at 02:00 PM

There are many ways for New York City to turn the page on Mayor Eric Adams.

None of them need to include Andrew Cuomo, the disgraced former governor now plotting a comeback as mayor. Yet he is working the phones right now, trying to persuade donors and New York Democrats to back him for mayor in a special election if Mr. Adams resigns in the wake of his recent indictment. It is up to Democratic leaders as well as voters to make it clear that Mr. Cuomo has no political future -- not as a replacement for Mr. Adams and not in any vainglorious attempt to return to the governor's office, either.

Before abjectly resigning in 2021, having been accused in a state attorney general's report of sexually harassing 11 women, Mr. Cuomo did some things well as governor. He was adept at slashing through the state's thicket of bureaucracy to finish big infrastructure projects. New York's airports are much improved, for example, for which he deserves credit.

The press briefings he held during the pandemic defending public health measures, like mask mandates and vaccinations, were a balm of responsible leadership during Donald Trump's presidency. They were undermined, however, when the public later learned that Mr. Cuomo's officials had helped cover up the deaths from Covid of more than 4,000 people in nursing homes.

But after nearly four years of visionless mediocrity and cronyism, New York City needs a mayor who is deeply ethical and treats his staff with respect. It needs a mayor who puts the priorities of the public above his own political ambition and personal interest. It needs a mayor, in fact, who likes living in New York City.

None of that describes Mr. Cuomo, whose toxic bullying of state employees was legendary in Albany, whose trampling of fundamental ethics was continuous. If he does run for mayor, the public will need answers to some basic questions, including who is funding his campaign and when and how he established residency in New York City. For years, he lived in Albany and Westchester.

The 2020 report from Letitia James, the state attorney general, found Mr. Cuomo had sexually harassed numerous women who worked for him in his role as governor, then used the powers of that office to punish women who complained, an abuse of power. In a state with a normally functioning Democratic Party, a governor forced to resign amid serious allegations of sexual harassment wouldn't be the first choice to replace a mayor under criminal indictment.

One former senior Cuomo aide has made this point publicly. "Maybe we shouldn't go from a scandal-scarred mayor who may have to resign in disgrace to a scandal-scarred governor who did have to resign in disgrace," Lis Smith, who served as a Cuomo spokeswoman in his 2018 campaign for governor, wrote on social media recently.

It is telling that many of the people who worked closely with Mr. Cuomo have told me they no longer believe he should be anywhere near public office, and they have described the former governor as a man largely driven by the pursuit of amassing power. If he runs for mayor, he is very likely to seize upon the current absence of leadership at City Hall and campaign on the idea that New York City needs a strong and steady hand that only he can provide.

It isn't at all clear, however, that Mr. Cuomo's authoritarian, vindictive approach to governance would work in the city.

He would lack many of the powers he enjoyed as governor. New York City tends to thrive when the many branches of its sprawling municipal government are in the hands of strong, independent-minded leaders. Mr. Cuomo would probably try to micromanage these agencies and rule them by fear, infighting and petty cruelty, as he governed in Albany -- a style that could bring city business to a halt and drive talent into the private sector. Rather than effective government, New Yorkers could expect a mayor at war every day with city agencies, the City Council and a united bloc of progressives.

Voters, donors and others flirting with a Cuomo mayoralty may want to take a closer look at the former governor's record before deciding whether supporting him is worth the baggage he brings.

Mr. Cuomo may be counting on a sentiment among some voters that the #MeToo era included excesses. But the sexual harassment allegations against him are voluminous and credible. So credible that the state's taxpayers have already had to fork over more than $25 million to pay his legal bills related to the various scandals.

"Many, many good people will be ready to put this abuser in his place," Lindsey Boylan, the first woman to publicly accuse Mr. Cuomo of harassment, said on X on Sept. 26. These women aren't going away.

For all the current woes at City Hall, the culture of corruption in Albany goes back farther and is much worse and more deeply entrenched. Mr. Cuomo ran for office promising to change that culture. Instead, his closest aide, Joseph Percoco, was convicted on federal bribery charges. (One of Mr. Percoco's three convictions was overturned by the U.S. Supreme Court.) Perhaps more insulting to voters was the Moreland investigatory commission, which Mr. Cuomo created in 2013, telling New York it was an independent body aimed at rooting out Albany corruption. Instead, he exempted himself from its investigations and shuttered it the following year.

And Mr. Cuomo's performance during the pandemic was not the model of leadership he has portrayed it to be, as shown by the state's public reports undercounting by more than 4,000 the number of nursing home residents who died from Covid. The undercount was an attempt to deflect responsibility from his disastrous decision in March 2020 to require nursing homes to accept patients who had tested positive for the coronavirus. More than 13,000 nursing home residents died of the virus in the first year of the pandemic.

From mid-March to mid-June of 2020, the virus killed nearly 23,000 people in New York City, giving it the second-highest mortality rate of any city in the world, according to an analysis by the Empire Center, a nonpartisan think tank. Mr. Cuomo made costly mistakes in the early days of the pandemic that probably contributed to the deaths of thousands of New Yorkers. In March 2020 he rejected a request by Mayor Bill de Blasio to order city residents to shelter in place and essentially shut down the city. Public health experts have said New York's delayed response might have cost more than 17,000 lives.

Under Mr. Cuomo's leadership, the Metropolitan Transportation Authority issued a memo that initially barred employees from wearing masks on the job. In the first year of the pandemic, he used state resources, including staff members, to help him write a book about leadership. A state ethics panel later ordered the governor to hand over the millions of dollars he received for writing the book, a decision Mr. Cuomo has appealed. Though he won an initial round in court, the issue is still tied up in appeals.

He was one of many public officials forced to make high-stakes decisions about public health with what was too often incomplete information about a novel virus while President Donald Trump was lying about the threat it posed. But there were other leaders who made better decisions at the time that most likely saved lives. If Mr. Cuomo runs for mayor as an expert manager, this record is deserving of scrutiny.

Also worth examining is Mr. Cuomo's relationship to New York City, which is tenuous. As governor, he often delighted in torturing Mr. de Blasio, a habit that sometimes left the city's residents wondering who was really in charge, like the time he closed the subway without bothering to inform the mayor.

A more serious question for Mr. Cuomo would be why he should lead a city whose needs he often treated as secondary, at best, even while relying on its votes come election season and on its tax dollars for projects in other regions of the state.

For years as the subway deteriorated, Mr. Cuomo denied running the system. When he finally got around to addressing mass transit, the efforts were modest compared with the resources he directed toward suburban commuter stations and on a project exceeding $11 billion to give Long Island Rail Road riders access to Manhattan's East Side. City residents funded much of the bill.

Mr. Cuomo tried to shift the state's Medicaid and public university costs to the city budget and often used state approval of vital city initiatives as a political negotiating tactic. In just one example, he delayed for years the implementation of a city speed camera initiative aimed at reducing pedestrian deaths.

Given this exhausting history, it makes sense that 55 percent of city residents and 52 percent of city Democrats said in a Marist Poll released on Oct. 4 that they didn't want to see the former governor run for mayor. Mr. Cuomo may be thirsty, but voters don't seem to have a burning appetite for his return.

Hopefully, Mr. Cuomo will pick up on what voters appear to be saying: New York is ready for something different.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, WhatsApp, X and Threads.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/13/opinion/andrew-cuomo-new-york-mayor.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Guest Essay


It's OK if You Haven't Gotten Your Flu Shot Yet

 Biel Alino/EPA, via Shutterstock



By Jeremy Samuel Faust
Dr. Faust is a doctor in the emergency medicine department at Brigham and Women's Hospital in Boston.


Oct 13, 2024 at 02:00 PM

Like many health care workers, I am required to receive my annual flu shot by the end of October. Every year, I wait until the last possible day to get vaccinated.

That's because a substantial body of research shows that flu shot effectiveness wanes markedly over time, just as that of Covid-19 shots does, particularly in high-risk individuals. After just a few weeks, antibodies produced in response to flu vaccinations reach their highest levels. I don't want my antibodies idling in September and October, only to be dropping right as the dependable winter influenza peak approaches.

And yet tens of millions of Americans heeded public health messaging to get vaccinated as soon as possible -- starting as early as September. By now, a quarter of seniors in the United States have received their annual flu shots. Their bodies are brimming with new vaccine-induced antibodies, ready to fend off any flu virus they encounter.

The trouble is there's no battle for them to wage.

In the United States, seasonal flu levels are still reliably low at this time of year. Levels can start to increase in November, but in most years, they really take off in December or even later. Last year weekly flu-related hospitalizations were over 44 times higher at their eventual peak, which occurred, as expected, in late December, than they were in the first week of October.

Why doesn't the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommend people wait until late October or even early November to receive their annual flu shots?

Epidemiologists for the C.D.C. are chasing the wrong outcome. They seem focused on one metric: vaccine uptake, the percentage of the population vaccinated against the flu every season. They should instead focus on a different one: the percentage of severe illnesses averted.

Those two goals may conflict with each other. Public messaging encouraging people to get vaccinated early is likely to improve uptake but may lead to less overall protection when it is most needed in the winter.

One model that takes into account how vaccine effectiveness decreases over time suggests that in years in which flu cases peak in January or February, starting the annual vaccine campaign in October rather than September could reduce flu-related hospitalizations by 3 or 4 percent. That might not seem like much, but in some years it might mean up to 10,000 fewer hospitalizations.

The problem is trying to get everyone vaccinated in a short period. It's possible that what would be gained in increased effectiveness would be negated by fewer people getting the shot. That's why the C.D.C. has so far opted not to delay its annual flu shot campaign.

There's a solution.

The C.D.C. should start vaccinations in October instead of September, which, with a concerted effort, should be more than enough time to run a successful vaccine campaign. The National Institutes of Health and other researchers should also begin studies to assess the effectiveness of a two-dose flu vaccine for high-risk populations, like seniors and the immunocompromised, which would better protect them throughout the flu season. The Covid-19 vaccine experience taught us that for high-risk individuals, boosting even just a few months apart was linked to decreased hospitalizations associated with Covid-19 in those populations, and it's likely that flu shots work similarly.

Scientists previously tested two-dose versions of the flu vaccine, but they tried the wrong regimens. Rather than testing two doses several months apart (for example, in October and January), studies assessed second doses given just a few weeks after the first ones, when antibodies were already very high and the additional shot was unlikely to provide much of a bump. However, a second dose given a few months later, after antibodies have fallen, might provide more protection and prevent many more hospitalizations. We need scientists to study whether this approach works in the real world.

Will it be hard to convince people to take two shots when many don't even take one? While vaccine hesitancy is a problem, seniors and other high-risk people consistently show more willingness to get vaccinated, and these populations stand to benefit most.

New data from the recently concluded flu season in the Southern Hemisphere show that this year's flu shot was 35 percent effective at preventing hospitalizations. But that figure is an average. Effectiveness also varied by age and other risk factors, and most likely differed based on when in the season people got their shots. It was 31 percent effective in older people and 59 percent effective for young adults with medical comorbidities, another important target group.

What does this mean for people who have already gotten their annual flu vaccines? Not all is lost. Many people, especially those with strong immune responses to the vaccine, are likely to have lingering immunity that lasts well into the winter. And for those who dependably receive their flu shots every year -- including older people, who, by far, have the highest rates of annual flu vaccination -- there may be some cumulative benefits from regular shots. That may be from long-term bolstering of the immune system, which could help to prevent or at least minimize the severity of infections that exacerbate chronic diseases.

For those of us who have yet to receive our flu vaccine, our delay may work in our favor, provided we still get it in the next month or so. Remember, vaccines work only if they're in our bodies.

Jeremy Faust is a doctor in the emergency medicine department at Brigham and Women's Hospital.
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The Law Enforcement Officers With Surprising Power

 Micha Huigen



By Maurice Chammah
Mr. Chammah, a staff writer at The Marshall Project, is the author of "Let the Lord Sort Them: The Rise and Fall of the Death Penalty."


Oct 15, 2024 at 10:00 AM

Four years ago I drove to a small town in rural Missouri to meet the parents of Billy Ames, who were suing the St. Francois County Sheriff's Department over his death. An autopsy said the cause was a meth overdose, and jailers admitted they had strapped Mr. Ames to a restraint chair. While reporting on the case for The Marshall Project, I learned that other facilities had banned restraint chairs, medieval-looking devices that experts say can make it harder to spot a medical crisis.

I visited the jail and it felt like a dungeon, with moldy walls and little sunlight. The man in charge, Sheriff Daniel Bullock, once joked that this place was his personal bed-and-breakfast. He denied wrongdoing and said if I published anything false I shouldn't come back. I watched my speed as I drove out of town.

St. Francois County has about 67,000 residents, and soon after my story came out Sheriff Bullock won his 2020 Republican primary with 6,185 votes and cruised to re-election. The Ames family ended up settling for $1.8 million, and former detainees brought a class-action lawsuit over the jail conditions. Then, this past August, Mr. Bullock lost in the primary, after more than three decades in power, with just 1,981 votes. The winner received 3,800.

Those numbers reflect voters' typical disinterest in sheriff elections. But we ignore sheriffs at our peril. They wield tremendous power over investigations, arrests and policies that can mean the difference between life and death. A CBS News investigation found that in 2022, more than 27 people died in the custody of sheriffs for every 100,000 arrested, compared with fewer than 10 in the custody of the police.

So it's worth your time to look up your local sheriff and see whether he or she is up for re-election this year. Given how many people ignore these races, your vote may have outsize influence over how all sorts of policy questions play out in your community. Consider that Mr. Bullock won his first primary race in St. Francois County, in 1992, by just 22 votes.

Police chiefs are usually appointed in cities, while sheriffs are often elected in counties to be chief law enforcement officers. They can have a vast range of roles, from running the jail to patrolling the streets and securing the courthouse. "In rural areas they are often medics, marriage counselors and coroners," writes the journalist Jessica Pishko in her recent book, "The Highest Law in the Land." 

After reporting in Missouri, I teamed up with the political scientists Mirya Holman and Emily Farris on a survey of sheriffs, and we heard back from 500 of them -- roughly one in six in the country. Ms. Holman and Ms. Farris draw on the survey in a new book, "The Power of the Badge," to argue that sheriffs shape how laws around immigration, guns, health and much else play out at the local level, by deciding how aggressively to enforce those laws. Sheriffs determine, for example, whether their deputies check the immigration status of the people they pull over.

Americans inherited the office of sheriff from England, where kings appointed them to enforce orders and collect taxes. The colonists decided to undermine the crown's power by holding elections. They were often among the first elected officials in newly settled territories, and some still evoke the Old West -- or at least John Wayne movies -- by donning cowboy hats. Less romantic are the shameful chapters when sheriffs facilitated violence against Native Americans and chased Black people escaping slavery.

Sheriffs made a splash in the 1990s, when several joined the National Rifle Association to fight a federal requirement to run background checks on people buying guns, and the Supreme Court sided with them. One of those sheriffs, Richard Mack of Arizona, expanded on his victory by starting the Constitutional Sheriffs and Peace Officers Association. The group argues that sheriffs have more authority within their counties than the state or federal government. Scholars call this belief fanciful, but it was held by nearly half of the sheriffs I surveyed with Ms. Holman and Ms. Farris. Mr. Mack's group has "successfully radicalized a generation of sheriffs to believe that the office has seemingly unlimited power and autonomy," Ms. Holman and Ms. Farris write.

This may explain why many sheriffs refused to enforce Covid lockdown orders in 2020, even as some of their own jails became hotbeds of infection. Some later joined former President Donald Trump's effort to prove that the 2020 election was stolen. According to Reuters, the Michigan sheriff Dar Leaf unsuccessfully asked the courts to let him seize voting machines and "assigned investigators to grill local clerks."

Mr. Trump is a big fan of sheriffs and often appears with them at rallies. While in office, he brought them to the White House and encouraged them to help the federal government arrest, detain and deport undocumented immigrants. If Mr. Trump is re-elected, he will likely try to reinvigorate these partnerships.

Many sheriffs -- who remain disproportionately white and male -- appeal to conservatives through aggressive rhetoric on immigration. Recently, a few have been trying to court progressives: A couple of Florida sheriffs told the South Florida Sun Sentinel that they won't help Mr. Trump deport undocumented immigrants.

Two years ago, Sheriff Javier Salazar of Bexar County, Texas -- which encompasses San Antonio -- responded to the overturning of Roe v. Wade by announcing on Facebook: "I will not persecute Texas women." As more states pass laws criminalizing reproductive health care, sheriffs will undoubtedly play a role in deciding who faces investigation and arrest at the local level. In states where abortion remains legal, they already exert control over whether people can access such health care from jails.

So if abortion rights are guiding your choice in the presidential race, don't ignore the names at the bottom of the ballot.

Maurice Chammah, a staff writer at The Marshall Project, is the author of "Let the Lord Sort Them: The Rise and Fall of the Death Penalty." This essay was published in partnership with The Marshall Project, a nonprofit news organization covering the U.S. criminal justice system.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow The New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, WhatsApp, X and Threads.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/15/opinion/sheriff-power-trump.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Charles M. Blow


When Patriarchy Trumps Race

 Mark Peterson for The New York Times



By Charles M. Blow
Opinion Columnist


Oct 17, 2024 at 12:00 AM

For over a year, as I've talked to Black men and voting organizers, I've picked up on discontent with the Democratic Party from some Black men, but I wasn't sure what to make of it or how widely that sentiment stretched.

Apart from my reporting, polling suggests an erosion of Democratic support among Black men, though I remained somewhat skeptical.

But when a campaign unfurls a closing-stretch strategy to reach and retain a particular group of voters, as the Harris campaign clearly has done with Black men, it means that something -- whether in public polls or in its internal polls -- has raised a very real concern.

Even a worst-case scenario -- something like the 70 percent of Black men that the most recent New York Times/Siena College national poll found in favor of Kamala Harris -- would still mean that Black men strongly support Democrats, and the Democratic nominee, more than men in any other racial demographic group. But that slippage of support from recent past election cycles is worrisome; in a tight race it can make a difference.

Barack Obama has come out to give a stern message to Black men. Harris has put forth an "Opportunity Agenda for Black Men" and done a series of interviews with Black male media figures. Time and energy in the last days of a campaign are precious; she wouldn't be directing all this effort toward the Black male electorate if her team wasn't worried.

Obama attributed part of the potential drop in support for Harris, compared with support for him during his presidential races, to the idea that some Black men "just aren't feeling the idea of having a woman as president." This kind of misogyny -- or misogynoir, the particular form of misogyny faced by Black women -- is no doubt part of the issue, but not the whole of it.

The patriarchy is more complex than that, its gravitational pull is incredibly strong, and there are many arenas in which it is active. And because the discontent I've detected among some Black men has discrete factions, different manifestations of patriarchal views have different ways of reaching Black men at the level of policy as well as perception.

There are Black power advocates who are anti-abortion because they want more Black babies. They see a Black population that is growing more slowly than other minority groups. Although polls find that nearly three-quarters of Black people support legal abortion, a June Pew Research Center report found that half of Black men and Black women believe that the government promotes abortion and birth control to suppress the Black population. Nearly two-thirds of young Black men had heard of this theory.

There are the Black gender purists and homophobes who agree with the Republican talking point that Democrats "don't know the difference between a man and a woman."

There are the Black opponents of immigration who chafe if American resources, at any level of government, go to accommodating recent migrants rather than being spent on native-born communities. Among them are those who work with their hands, whose work requires more proficiency with a hammer than proficiency with language, people who weren't bothered by Donald Trump's comment about immigrants taking "Black jobs" because they sense a job-market threat from the arrival of more immigrants.

Then factor in Black men who are against foreign intervention, whom one might call Black America Firsters, who cannot reconcile spending billions of tax dollars in the Middle East and Ukraine while Black communities in this country struggle with longstanding underinvestment.

When it comes to the war between Israel and Hamas, there are those who view the Black American experience as connected to all forms of global oppression, who find the mounting death toll in Gaza unconscionable. It's not that they believe Trump would have a better Middle East policy; it's that they are stung by what they see as a betrayal by the Biden-Harris administration.

But how could Black men not support a Black woman? Or more disturbingly, even with misgivings about Harris, how could they support Trump? -- who years ago submitted to an agreement with the Justice Department that his company wouldn't discriminate against prospective minority tenants and who has a history of racist statements and actions, from his promotion of birtherism to his Muslim ban.

For a long time, antiracism and compassionate safety-net policies were the glue that held nearly all Black voters together with Democrats, but the patriarchy speaks to men in a particular way and more Black men may simply be drifting in that direction.

For some Black men, Trump's words and deeds may not be the barrier that they once might have been or that liberals like me think they should be.

Consider that a century ago, the Black nationalist Marcus Garvey met secretly with the leader of the Ku Klux Klan. Garvey once said, "I regard the Klan, the Anglo-Saxon clubs and White American societies, as far as the Negro is concerned, as better friends of the race than all other groups of hypocritical whites put together." One way to interpret this is that some Black men have shown a willingness to downplay a racist track record as a political consideration.

And when it comes to the Black men who can't be wooed, Trump is content for them to be dispirited.

There is a danger that many Black men, especially younger ones, are disengaging from the political process. Yes, in the end, nonparticipation is self-silencing and self-destructive, but sadly, for some, opting out feels like revolutionary resistance or dispensing with an illusion. This frustration has long attended the journey of Black people in this country and is not hard to summon.

As James Baldwin wrote in his essay "Journey to Atlanta," "This fatalistic indifference is something that drives the optimistic American liberal quite mad."

It drives me mad, too, but there is a shift among a portion of Black men that I fear no one has been able to stanch.

There is a feeling that liberalism in general, and the Democratic Party in particular, has moved away from the party of hard hats to the party of safe spaces, that it has been feminized and that Trump's bravado and rampant sexism, no matter how toxic, are at least forms of masculinity.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, WhatsApp, X and Threads.
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The Killing and Suffering of Children in Gaza

Oct 16, 2024 at 04:46 PM





To the Editor:

Re "What 65 Doctors, Nurses and Paramedics Saw in Gaza," by Dr. Feroze Sidhwa (Opinion guest essay, Oct. 13):

The accounts from health care workers of the suffering and agonizing deaths they saw in Gaza were almost too much to bear. I had to skip much of the essay to read its conclusions.

What the Gazan civilians experienced will breed a generation in Gaza and elsewhere in the Arab world who will "never forget," as Jews say about the Holocaust. Many will be willing, even eager, to give their lives if necessary to destroy Israel. War without end; Hamas without end.

Dr. Sidhwa spoke of cutting off arms shipments to Israel. That may be going too far at this time. But to frame the national debate, Kamala Harris should begin by stating that she believes in the rule of law and that the U.S. should follow our own laws against arming nations guilty of human rights violations. To get there, we must consider options for changing U.S. actions or influencing Israel's.

Israel remains our strong ally and friend. But the admonition applies: "Friends don't let friends drive drunk."

Paul Stern
Bowie, Md.

To the Editor:

This guest essay is deeply harmful. The suffering of all civilians is tragic. This essay, however, blames Israel while conveniently ignoring Hamas's brutality and genocidal intent.

The author paints Israel as solely responsible for devastation in Gaza without acknowledging Hamas's well-documented use of human shields, hospitals as military bases, and other war crimes endangering civilians in Gaza and Israel.

Hamas's intentional use of civilians as military props in order to manipulate the media clearly demonstrates its total lack of regard for human life; each civilian death advances its cause at the expense of Gazan civilians.

If Hamas releases all hostages and puts down its weapons, the war will end immediately, as it could have on Oct. 8, 2023.

Yael Halaas
Hedy S. Wald
Dr. Halaas is president of the American Jewish Medical Association. Dr. Wald is a clinical professor of family medicine at the Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University.

To the Editor:

Although I couldn't hold back my tears, I've been longing for articles like this -- ones that reveal the painful truth of Gaza's excruciating reality.

Whether because of Israel's blocking access to international journalists or the continued dominance of Israeli propaganda, we now rely on medics, not reporters, to bring us the chilling details of the inhumane conditions their patients endure.

How could Israel in effect justify shooting children -- even toddlers -- in the head as part of its right to defend itself? And the starvation? What more must be presented to our leaders before they finally enforce an arms embargo that could have saved these children's lives and those of tens of thousands of Palestinians?

How can anyone believe that these atrocities are needed to make Israel safe? What level of inhumanity are we witnessing?

Elisabetta Valenti
Seattle

'Growing Desperation': A Plea to Help Haiti

 Adriana Zehbrauskas for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "On Patrol With Kenyan Police, in a Haiti at the Gangs' Mercy" (news article, Oct. 10):

Frances Robles vividly describes the challenges Kenyan security forces face as they attempt to restore order in Haiti's capital, which is besieged by violence.

The world needs to know that Port-au-Prince is on the brink of total isolation, with gangs controlling key roads and cutting off the city's access to food, water and medicine. The closure of the main port has blocked the delivery of essential supplies.

Despite the commendable efforts of Kenyan forces to reclaim control in some areas, the frustrating reality is that gangs often retake these areas within hours.

Our humanitarian teams witness firsthand the growing desperation of Haitians caught in the crossfire. Displaced Haitians have no safe routes to escape the city, and even the perilous sea paths are controlled by gangs and pirates.

The port's closure has pushed the population closer to starvation, as international and local aid groups struggle to deliver aid to millions.

While the security mission is laudable, a more robust and sustained response -- planned in partnership with Haitian communities -- is urgently needed.

Without immediate action to secure access routes and protect civilians, Haiti faces a worsening humanitarian catastrophe and deaths by starvation.

Laurent Uwumuremyi
Port-au-Prince, Haiti
The writer is the Mercy Corps country director for Haiti.

Trump vs. the Experts

An image of a person an hour after receiving a Covid vaccine. The image was taken using a high-resolution thermal camera. Linda Alterwitz


To the Editor:

Re "A Trump Victory Would Be a Public Health Disaster," by Rick Bright (Opinion guest essay, Oct. 14):

As Dr. Bright rightly points out, a Trump victory would be a major blow to public health. But Mr. Trump's attitude of willful ignorance and science denial extends beyond public health to issues of climate change and other areas of expert opinion, challenging the notion not just of governmental institutions but also of an objective reality itself.

Denial has evolved into a defiant hostility to science. The Trumpists won't simply be unable to identify and solve problems; they will actively make them worse. In the vice-presidential debate, JD Vance smoothly and unctuously dismissed expert opinion in the favor of "common sense."

It is common sense to form opinions based on evidence. It is not common sense to suggest injecting bleach or taking hydroxychloroquine to combat Covid-19.

The MAGA war on science will prove a global catastrophe, if Donald Trump wins.

Henry Erlich
Oakland, Calif.
The writer is a molecular biologist and a developer of polymerase chain reaction.

There Are Many Ways to Be a Man

 Tomi Um


To the Editor:

Re "We Can Do Better Than 'Positive Masculinity,'" by Ruth Whippman (Opinion guest essay, Oct. 9):

What it took Ms. Whippman 1,500 words to say about "positive masculinity" could be said more briefly by many New Yorkers in three words: "Be a mensch."

You don't have to be fluent in Yiddish to know that a mensch is someone of honesty and integrity, a reliable and loyal friend or colleague, a good parent or sibling.

Although the original concept was tied to the masculine gender (a man), I would argue that the word has expanded beyond any limitation of gender (a human).

Ellen Lapson
New York

To the Editor:

According to "We Can Do Better Than 'Positive Masculinity,'" "The pressure to be tough and masculine came from all sides -- from social media and movies, from parents (especially fathers) and teachers and peers."

This overlooks the fact that America is a conglomerate of subcultures. People in the Brooklyn Jewish subculture of my 1950s-'60s childhood and the university subculture of my adulthood have not expected men to load their "speech with sports metaphors and gun references."

I have spent my entire life among people who look down on such masculinity, which is just as narrow-minded as requiring it. How about allowing that men vary?

Felicia Nimue Ackerman
Providence, R.I.
The writer is a professor of philosophy at Brown University.
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News Analysis


With Jets and Ships, China Is Honing Its Ability to Choke Taiwan

China's large-scale military exercises are encircling Taiwan and testing the island's defenses. They also raise the risk of conflict, accidental or otherwise.

Scores of Chinese aircraft and dozens of ships surrounded Taiwan, after President Lai Ching-te rejected Beijing's claim over the island. Greg Baker/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By David Pierson and Amy Chang Chien
David Pierson reported from Hong Kong, and Amy Chang Chien from Taipei, Taiwan.


Oct 16, 2024 at 10:33 AM

The Chinese warplanes, deployed in record numbers, crossed an informal boundary between China and Taiwan. Chinese Coast Guard boats joined naval ships in encircling Taiwan. Fighter jets took off from an aircraft carrier parked off the island's east coast.

The large-scale military drills China held this week were aimed at demonstrating its potential to choke Taiwan's access to food and fuel and block the skies and waters from which the United States and its allies would presumably approach in coming to the island's defense.

The exercises showed how China was improving its coordination of complex operations involving a range of military, coast guard and rocket forces. They also raise the risk of a confrontation or accident that could draw in the United States and its Asian allies.

China's tightening military squeeze on Taiwan is imposing a new normal -- creating daily pressure that exhausts the island's defense forces and increases the incentive for Taiwan to capitulate without a fight.

It was the second time in less than five months that China has conducted similar  exercises in response to what it regarded as pro-separatist remarks by the island's president, Lai Ching-te. By comparison, China held two such drills during the eight years Mr. Lai's predecessor, Tsai Ing-wen, was in office.

"Beijing is normalizing the use of these large-scale military and coast guard activities under the Lai administration," said Brian Hart, a fellow with the China Power Project at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. "They have made it clear that if they see things that they perceive as provocative from Taiwan that they will respond this way."

President Lai Ching-te of Taiwan made a speech on National Day last week that China regarded as a message promoting independence. Annabelle Chih/Getty Images


Some analysts saw China's drills as aimed in part as a response to military exercises by the United States and its allies in the region. On Wednesday, the United States and the Philippines began their annual war games. Troops from Japan, South Korea, Australia, Britain and France are also participating. U.S. exercises with Japan are planned for later this month.

China kept up the drumbeat of pressure on Taipei on Wednesday with a tour by President Xi Jinping of Dongshan County, a coastal community in eastern Fujian Province that is close to Taiwan. On the same day, Chen Binhua, a spokesman for China's Taiwan Affairs Office, reiterated that Beijing would not renounce the use of force to take Taiwan, if necessary.

Should they become more frequent, China's large-scale drills increase the risks in what was already one of the most contested areas in the world. An accident between Chinese and Taiwanese forces could plunge the two sides into a political crisis and an "escalation spiral" in which neither Beijing nor Taipei can pull out of, risking war, Mr. Hart said.

In any such conflict between China and Taiwan, the United States might come to Taiwan's defense. That American support for Taipei remains one of the biggest drivers of tension with China. Beijing accuses Washington of promoting Taiwanese independence, and Washington accuses Beijing of sowing instability with provocative military drills.

The pressure campaign includes challenging Taiwan's limits in the skies and the waters. Among the record 153 planes China flew toward the island, 111 crossed the so-called median line in the Taiwan Strait. Until several years ago, it was an informal boundary that they had rarely crossed. The coast guard also sent four boats into restricted waters near Taiwan's Matsu Islands, close to mainland China.

China is still trying to teach its army, navy, air force and other military branches to coordinate better. That is a skill militaries like that of the United States have honed over decades of continuous war, whereas the Chinese People's Liberation Army has not fought a battle since its brief conflict with Vietnam 45 years ago.

"China continues to press up against the contiguous zone so these activities are coming closer and closer to Taiwan shores," said David Sacks, a fellow for Asia studies at the Council on Foreign Relations. "We see them flying further from China's coast. We see them operating on the east side of Taiwan as well, so you know we see the sophistication increasing."

China is also not nearly as experienced as the United States in wielding aircraft carriers. The inclusion of the Liaoning, China's first carrier, allowed the ship to practice projecting its strength toward the Pacific Ocean, where it is presumed U.S. and other forces, potentially from bases in Japan and Guam, would come from should the two sides go to war. China released video of fighter jets launching from its decks.

A still image taken from a video released by China's military showed a fighter jet taking off from the Liaoning, an aircraft carrier, during Monday's drills near Taiwan. China's People's Liberation Army Eastern Theatre Command, via Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


"It is equivalent to having an airport on the Pacific side," said Lin Ying-yu, an assistant professor at Tamkang University in Taiwan who specializes in the People's Liberation Army, of the Liaoning. "If the People's Liberation Army today has the ability to attack from the east side, Taiwan's strategy of using the east as a reserve base will need to be adjusted."

Still, the most significant aspect of this week's drills may be the inclusion of 18 coast guard vessels, the most in any such exercise. That indicated that China would lean heavily on maritime law enforcement to impose a quarantine around Taiwan, analysts said, leaving the military to focus on fighting.

A bigger role for the coast guard reinforces Beijing's assertion that Taiwanese waters are actually Chinese, making any blockade or quarantine a domestic issue. And during a war, it is generally assumed an opposing navy would avoid firing on coast guard ships because it could play into a Chinese narrative that it is other militaries escalating tensions.

A still image taken from a video released by the Taiwan Coast Guard showed one of its members monitoring a Chinese Coast Guard boat on Monday as it passed near the coast of Taiwan's Matsu islands. Taiwan Coast Guard, via Associated Press


Beijing's continued bid to intimidate Taiwan with its military has potential consequences for its other interests. The specter of Chinese forces surrounding Taiwan could scare off foreign investors at a time when China is trying to woo them back to help stabilize its economy, which has been badly weakened by a property crisis.

The drills also risk making China a greater focus of the American presidential campaigns -- something analysts said Beijing had been trying to avoid so that the next administration might not feel as much pressure to confront China.

"While China is thought to be cautious during this period, the drills send the message that Taiwan remains so sensitive, so important and crucial for the legitimacy of the Chinese Communist Party," said Bonnie Glaser, the director of the Indo-Pacific program at the German Marshall Fund of the United States, a Washington policy research group.

Indeed, a crucial audience for China's drills is the one at home. In propaganda messages, the Chinese Coast Guard sought to cast its exercises as a paternalistic gesture of love toward its Taiwanese compatriots, captured in a graphic depicting Taiwan surrounded by a line of red arrows in the shape of a heart.

The gesture fell flat in Taiwan, where on social media and political talk shows, commentators poked fun at the illustration, which was accompanied by the message "The patrol is in the shape of loving you."

A beach on Pingtan Island, the closest point in China to Taiwan's main island. Adek Berry/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Many in Taiwan responded with a collective "ick." Some compared the illustration to the mind-set of an abusive partner. Others said the graphic was "too disgusting" and called it "sexual harassment."

Chris Buckley contributed reporting.
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Fuel Tanker Explosion Leaves at Least 150 Dead in Nigeria

Residents of a nearby town went to scoop up gasoline that had spilled from an overturned tanker, but then it exploded, setting off an inferno. Several similar disasters have taken place in recent years.

Carrying a body for a funeral after a fuel tanker explosion in Majia, Nigeria, on Wednesday. Sani Maikatanga/Associated Press



By Ismail Auwal and Elian Peltier
Ismail Auwal reported from Kano, Nigeria, and Elian Peltier from Abidjan, Ivory Coast.


Oct 16, 2024 at 02:47 PM

More than 150 people were killed in northern Nigeria on Tuesday after an overturned fuel tanker exploded, according to a police spokesman, in one of the deadliest road disasters ever recorded in Africa's most populous country.

While the death toll was exceptionally high, the episode followed an all-too-common pattern on Nigeria's roads: a truck driver lost control of a fuel tanker, and people rushed in to collect the spilled gasoline from the overturned vehicle. Shortly after, an explosion turned into a deadly inferno.

As residents in the town of Majia, where the explosion occurred, mourned their dead on Wednesday during a day of mass burials, more than 100 injured people remained hospitalized, according to the police spokesman, Lawan Shiisu.

Two emergency services officials said the preliminary death toll would probably rise.

"Multiple households have suffered devastating casualties, losing more than one family member," said Mu'azu Rabiu, a resident of Majia who witnessed the disaster.

On Wednesday, President Bola Ahmed Tinubu said that a review of safety measures for fuel transportation nationwide would be conducted in the wake of the episode, according to a statement shared by the Nigerian presidency.

Mr. Tinubu also said that nighttime travel protocols would be intensified, the statement read.

Fuel tanker explosions make up a small portion of reported road-related deaths in Nigeria, a country of about 220 million people where more than 5,000 people died and 31,000 others were injured in traffic accidents last year, according to government data.

Poorly maintained roads, aging vehicles and loosely enforced safety regulations, like a lack of adherence to speed limits, are among the main causes.

A photograph posted on social media purporting to show the aftermath of the explosion. via Reuters


But fuel tanker explosions kill bystanders and pedestrians, while injuring others with severe burns.

In early September, at least 59 people died when a passenger truck and two other vehicles hit a toppled-over fuel tanker that had caught fire. In April, more than 100 vehicles burned in a similar explosion. And in July last year, at least eight people died as they were trying to siphon fuel from an overturned truck in the country's southwest.

The disaster on Tuesday night was set off when the driver of a fuel tanker swerved to avoid colliding with a truck on an expressway in the northern state of Jigawa, according to Mr. Shiisu, the police spokesman.

The tanker overturned near Majia, spilling fuel onto the roadway. Local residents rushed to scoop it up in what seemed like an easy way to collect an increasingly expensive commodity in Nigeria.

Fuel prices have more than tripled over the last year as Mr. Tinubu's administration has moved to abandon a costly government fuel subsidy that for decades gave Nigerians access to some of the cheapest gasoline in Africa.

Higher fuel prices have been a key factor behind nationwide protests over the rising cost of living that have embroiled Nigeria for months.

The scene of the fuel tanker explosion in Majia on Wednesday. Sani Maikatanga/Associated Press


On Tuesday, despite police warnings and attempts to cordon off the area around the overturned tanker, many people gathered to collect the spilled fuel in the dark, according to Mr. Shiisu.

"The tanker, loaded with petrol, ignited shortly after the crash, causing an inferno that engulfed numerous people in the vicinity," Mr. Shiisu said.

Videos shared by Nigerian news outlets showed a truck engulfed in flames and a trail of fire along the road.

According to a World Health Organization report published this year, sub-Saharan African countries accounted for nearly 20 percent of road fatalities globally in 2021, even though they hold only 3 percent of the world's vehicles.

Last month, the Nigerian government introduced a mobile app designed to prevent road accidents in the country. The fuel tanker explosion on Tuesday was at least the second road accident to cause dozens of deaths since then.

People preparing bodies for burial in Majia on Wednesday. Sani Maikatanga/Associated Press


Ismail Alfa contributed reporting from Maiduguri, Nigeria.
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Israeli Strike Hits Lebanese Municipal Building, Killing Mayor

The strike, in the south of Lebanon, killed at least 16 people, Lebanese officials said. Israel, which also struck near Beirut, said it was targeting Hezbollah militants.

The Dahiya, an area outside Beirut, after an Israeli airstrike on Wednesday. Hussein Malla/Associated Press



By Euan Ward
Reporting from Beirut, Lebanon


Oct 16, 2024 at 09:12 PM

The Israeli military on Wednesday bombed the densely populated southern outskirts of Beirut for the first time in days and also struck a southern Lebanese city where local officials were meeting, killing at least 16 people, including the mayor, according to Lebanese officials.

Lebanon's caretaker prime minister, Najib Mikati, said in a statement that the attack on the southern city of Nabatieh had "intentionally targeted" a local government meeting.

Nabatieh's mayor, Ahmad Kahil, and several members of a local relief team that the United Nations had worked with for more than a year were killed, and at least 52 people were wounded, according to U.N. and Lebanese officials. The strikes hit the city's municipal building, according to the Lebanese health ministry.

"Health care facilities, mosques, historical markets, residential complexes and now government buildings are being reduced to rubble," the U.N.'s humanitarian coordinator for Lebanon, Imran Riza, said in a statement.

The Israeli military said it had struck "dozens of Hezbollah terrorist targets" in the area, including command centers and weapons storage facilities "embedded by Hezbollah adjacent to civilian infrastructure." 

The mayor of Nabatieh, Ahmad Kahil, inspecting damage from airstrikes last week. He was reported killed in a strike on Wednesday. Abbas Fakih/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Hezbollah exercises de facto control over much of southern Lebanon, including Nabatieh, though the group does not enjoy unanimous public support. Many in Nabatieh, once home to tens of thousands of people, have fled in recent weeks under evacuation orders by the Israeli military.

In another town in southern Lebanon, Qana, an overnight strike killed at least three people and wounded 50 others, according to the Lebanese health ministry. The Israeli military said it had killed a local Hezbollah commander in Qana, along with several other militants. The town was also the site of an Israeli strike on a U.N. compound in 1996 that killed at least 100 displaced civilians.

Israel, which has invaded southern Lebanon and carried out heavy airstrikes there and in other parts of the country, has vowed to stop Hezbollah from launching rockets and missiles into its territory. The armed group, which is backed by Iran, began those cross-border strikes more than a year ago, a day after its ally Hamas led the Oct. 7 attacks on Israel. The strikes have displaced more than 60,000 people in northern Israel.

In Lebanon, the Israeli onslaught has displaced about a million people, with more than a quarter of the country subjected to Israeli evacuation orders, according to U.N. officials. The displaced include 400,000 children, nearly half of whom have moved into makeshift shelters, usually in public schools that lack sufficient bathrooms, showers and other necessities, Ted Chaiban, a top official at the U.N. children's agency, UNICEF, said on Wednesday.

Mr. Chaiban described a "humanitarian catastrophe unfolding" with "deeply concerning echoes" of the crisis in the Gaza Strip.

"This has taken a huge toll on children in particular, who now grapple with nightmares of bombardments, loss of loved ones and the erasure of their homes and schools," he told reporters.

Rescue workers carrying the remains of people at a site that was hit by Israeli airstrikes in Qana, in southern Lebanon, on Wednesday. Mohammad Zaatari/Associated Press


The strikes on the southern outskirts of Beirut on Wednesday came just after 7 a.m. Photos of the scene showed piles of concrete and mangled metal next to large apartment buildings.

An hour beforehand, the Israeli military issued an evacuation warning for a building in the area. A map that accompanied the warning, which was posted on social media just after 6 a.m., indicated that the building was across the street from one school and less than 200 meters from another.

Amnesty International, the human rights group, said this week that such warnings were inadequate because they were often issued when people were still asleep and gave little time for people to take action.

The blasts rocked residents after nearly a week without any such attacks in or around Beirut, the Lebanese capital. Hours later, Israeli fighter jets flew overhead, setting off sonic booms that sent screaming schoolchildren running for cover.

The strikes hit a day after Mr. Mikati said that his government had received "a sort of guarantee" from the Biden administration that Israel would scale back its attacks on Beirut. A State Department spokesman, Matthew Miller, said on Tuesday the United States had conveyed its concerns to Israel about "the scope and nature" of the bombing in Beirut.

On Wednesday, Mr. Miller said that Israel still had the right to strike Hezbollah targets.

"We understand that Hezbollah does operate at times from underneath civilian homes, inside civilian homes," he said. "We've seen footage that has emerged over the course of the past two weeks of rockets and other military weapons held in civilian homes. So Israel does have a right to go after those legitimate targets, but they need to do so in a way that protects civilian infrastructure, protects civilians."

Nabatieh after airstrikes on Wednesday. Abbas Fakih/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The strikes are not the only threat to civilians in Lebanon.

Lebanon's health ministry said on Wednesday that it had detected a case of cholera in the northeast of the country, the first known case of the waterborne disease this year. The World Health Organization warned last week of disease outbreaks as Lebanese civilians crowd into shelters, and hospitals are forced to close amid the Israeli offensive.

On Wednesday, the U.N. peacekeeping force in Lebanon, known as UNIFIL, reported that it had once again come under fire from Israeli forces.

An Israeli tank fired at a watchtower near the southern town of Kafr Kila, damaging it and destroying two cameras, the U.N. mission said. The peacekeepers have come under Israeli fire several times over the past week, and at least four have been injured, drawing international condemnation.

"Yet again we see direct and apparently deliberate fire on a UNIFIL position," the U.N. organization said in a statement.

The Israeli military said in a statement that the peacekeeping force was "not a target" and that it was examining the incident. It said that for years, Hezbollah has attacked Israel and its soldiers from sites built "within and adjacent" to UNIFIL posts.

Israeli security forces surveying damage to a home struck by a rocket fired from Lebanon in the town of Majd al-Krum, in northern Israel, on Wednesday. Ariel Schalit/Associated Press


Reporting was contributed by Michael Levenson, Victoria Kim, Ephrat Livni, Johnatan Reiss,  Farnaz Fassihi and Gabby Sobelman.
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In Embattled Gaza, a Woman Chooses Her Mother Over Evacuating

Amna Soliman says she can't leave her mother, who is in a wheelchair, so she stays, despite heavy fighting and repeated warnings to leave.

Palestinians trying to rescue a man trapped inside the rubble of a collapsed building following a strike in Jabaliya, northern Gaza, on Tuesday. Omar Al-Qattaa/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Hiba Yazbek, Abu Bakr Bashir and Matthew Mpoke Bigg



Oct 15, 2024 at 06:21 PM

With Israeli tanks close, shrapnel pinging off the external walls of her home and the booms of airstrikes sounding nearby, Amna Soliman would like to heed a recent Israeli military warning to evacuate. But it's not that simple.

Ms. Soliman, 42, a former teacher at the American International School of Gaza, said on Tuesday that her neighbors called to warn her more than a week ago that Israeli forces had entered the town of Jabaliya in northern Gaza, which came under heavy bombardment in the early months of the yearlong war. The Israeli military has said it is conducting an operation in the area to prevent Hamas militants from re-establishing a presence there.

Her neighbors have since fled, but Ms. Soliman, who lives with several other women and a 7-year-old, said she cannot join them because her mother uses a wheelchair and is unable to travel.

"I simply cannot take her out," Ms. Soliman said by telephone from her apartment in Jabaliya, which has been shattered by Israeli airstrikes over the past year. "I cannot leave her either," she added, "So we all stayed."

Her dilemma mirrors that of many civilians in northern Gaza, a part of the enclave that is the subject of mounting international concern and rising casualties. It is not clear how many people have obeyed military orders to evacuate north Gaza but around 400,000 people remain, according to U.N. estimates. Some, including the sick and disabled, cannot leave. Some argue that they might face greater danger on the road or at their destination.

The International Committee of the Red Cross said on Tuesday that thousands of families in the area have been displaced and that those who remain are facing "unimaginable fear" as well as the loss of loved ones.

UNRWA, the U.N. agency that aids Palestinian refugees, said on Monday that Israeli tank shells had hit a food distribution center in Jabaliya while people were collecting food. It cited reports that 10 people had been killed. The Israeli military said it was investigating the reports, which could not be verified independently.

Crews with the Palestinian civil defense, an emergency service in Gaza, retrieved 12 bodies and evacuated three wounded people from sites across Jabaliya on Tuesday, according to Dr. Mohammed Al Moghayer, a spokesman for the organization. The organization said at least 69 people had been killed in northern Gaza since Oct. 5, when the Israeli operation began. The claims could not be independently verified. Israel's military said it was looking into the report.

The area has become dangerous for both civilians and rescue workers. The Gaza ministry of health said that a doctor, Ahmed Talab al-Najjar, was killed on Tuesday while trying to evacuate injured people in the al-Falluja neighborhood of Jabaliya.

In response to Israel's evacuation order, the Palestinian Red Crescent pulled its staff out of Jabaliya and focused on calls to evacuate the wounded and retrieve bodies. Calls to provide rescue services sometimes go unheeded because of damage to roads and because the Israeli military denies access, Nebal Farsakh, a spokeswoman for the organization, said on Tuesday. Israel's military said it was looking into the report.

The U.N. human rights office said on Monday that, despite the evacuation order, Israeli forces appeared to be sealing off north Gaza by erecting sand barriers at a key crossing point. The military had also reportedly "opened fire, killing some Palestinians trying to evacuate" farther south, it said.

Israel's military said it was investigating the report. On Tuesday, Israel's military and the government organization that coordinates the country's policy in Gaza and the West Bank, COGAT, listed a series of measures it had taken to provide medical support and food aid for civilians in northern Gaza.

Amid the chaos, Ms. Soliman said that Israeli soldiers had telephoned three times with the message to evacuate and each time she told them she could not. She also said that the Red Cross had telephoned to say that it had informed Israel's military of her presence and her difficulties.

"We have some canned food and water stored at home," she said, adding that they are using as little water as possible because they can't get anymore.
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Is Elon Musk's Brazilian Nemesis Saving Democracy or Hurting It?

Brazil's top court expanded its power to protect democracy. But some are wondering whether the court now represents the threat.

The Brazilian Supreme Court building lit in the country's national colors in Brasilia, the capital, last month.



By Jack Nicas
Jack Nicas spoke with Brazilian Supreme Court justices, federal prosecutors, federal judges and legal scholars to report this article. He reported from Brasilia, the nation's capital.


Oct 16, 2024 at 10:02 AM

Daniel Silveira, a policeman turned far-right Brazilian congressman, was furious. He believed Brazil's Supreme Court was persecuting conservatives and silencing them on social media, and he wanted to do something about it.

So he sat on his couch and began recording. "How many times have I imagined you getting beat up on the street," he said in a 19-minute diatribe against the court's justices, muscles bulging through his tight T-shirt. He posted the video on YouTube in February 2021, adding, "I'll say what I want on here."

A Brazilian Supreme Court justice immediately ordered his arrest. A year later, 10 of the court's 11 justices convicted and sentenced him to nearly nine years in prison for threatening them.

Jair Bolsonaro, Brazil's president at the time, pardoned Mr. Silveira, but the Supreme Court overruled him. Today, Mr. Silveira remains in prison. There is no room for appeal past the Supreme Court.

Mr. Silveira's case is part of a creeping institutional crisis for Brazil.

For the past five years, the nation's Supreme Court has expanded its power to carry out a sweeping campaign to protect Brazilian institutions from attacks, many of them online.

To the Brazilian left, the offensive has helped rescue Brazil's democracy. To the right, it has made the court a threat to democracy itself.

Both might be right.

Daniel Silveira, a Brazilian congressman, was sentenced to nearly nine years in prison for threatening the Supreme Court after posting a video in which he said he imagined the justices getting beaten up. Victor Moriyama for The New York Times


Supporters of Brazil's former right-wing president, Jair Bolsonaro, during a protest last month against the country's Supreme Court. Dado Galdieri for The New York Times


Shortly after Mr. Bolsonaro became president in 2019, the Supreme Court began its campaign with a highly unusual move: It granted itself the authority to open a criminal investigation into attacks against the court. It called it the Fake News Inquiry.

That led to a series of investigations led by a single justice, Alexandre de Moraes.

The investigations targeted far-right operators who called for a military coup after Mr. Bolsonaro lost the presidency in 2022, helping to safeguard the transfer of power.

Justice Moraes has also taken new powers to order raids on people who simply criticized the court online, force news organizations to take down articles and order tax agents to stop investigating another justice and his wife.

The court also appointed him as a sort of sheriff of the Brazilian internet. He has made tech companies silence hundreds of people on social media and blocked Elon Musk's X when it didn't comply.

Most of the other 10 justices have formally backed his decisions.

Now, two years after the tumult of the last election and five years since the court granted itself the new powers, it has proved reluctant to give them up.

"If it weren't for this investigation, democracy in Brazil would have collapsed," said Justice Dias Toffoli, 56, who created the Fake News Inquiry and tapped Justice Moraes to run it.

The court's chief justice, Luis Roberto Barroso, 66, said imposing other nations' standards on Brazil was unfair. While the U.S. Constitution protects even hate speech under the First Amendment, for example, Brazil does not. "Countries have different circumstances," he said, "and a young democracy like Brazil needs to protect itself from real risks."

He added, "there's an end in sight" to the investigations.

The designers of Brazil's capital, Brasilia, organized the main buildings of the three branches of government equidistant apart to represent the balance of power. Last year Mr. Bolsonaro's supporters stormed those buildings. Dado Galdieri for The New York Times


Luis Roberto Barroso, the Supreme Court's chief justice, in his office last month. "A young democracy like Brazil needs to protect itself from real risks," he said.  Dado Galdieri for The New York Times


With its new powers, Brazil's Supreme Court has become one of the world's most powerful top courts, said Tom Ginsburg, a professor of comparative constitutional law at the University of Chicago, who tracks courts around the globe.

"Even if some of the decisions might be good and some might make sense, many view it as a real overreach that's having a chilling effect on speech in Brazil," he said. "In a democracy, you need to be able to criticize all government institutions."

The court's aggression is now attracting global attention, with the help of Elon Musk.

Justice Moraes, 55, has ordered social networks to block at least 340 accounts in Brazil since 2020, removing hundreds of thousands of their posts, according to a New York Times analysis of the small portion of his decisions that have been released publicly.

In some cases, he said he blocked the accounts because they spread hate speech or threatened institutions, providing examples. But for more than half of the accounts, he said, the reason they must be removed is under seal. Justice Barroso said tech companies could request explanations.

Those moves have enraged Brazil's right and, recently, Mr. Musk. The billionaire refused to comply with the orders. Justice Moraes then blocked X.

The power struggle ended with a clear victor: Mr. Musk backed down and complied. Justice Moraes lifted the block on X last week.

In interviews, four senior officials in Brazil's Attorney General's Office described the court's actions as a broad power grab, said that the court lacked accountability and complained that its investigations had dragged on for years without resolution.

Alexandre de Moraes, a Supreme Court justice, has been leading investigations into what the court deems attacks against Brazilian institutions. Dado Galdieri for The New York Times


An office in the Supreme Court's modernist headquarters, where judges, lawyers and aides process more than 100,000 cases a year. Dado Galdieri for The New York Times


"There's no doubt we saved the democracy, and the Supreme Court had a real role in that," said Ubiratan Cazetta, a Brazilian federal prosecutor who leads the nation's official association of prosecutors. "But the cost of that is what worries me."

The case of Mr. Silveira demonstrated a central criticism of the court's recent actions: At times, it has been the victim, an investigator and the judge, all at once. The justices disputed that, saying the victim is Brazil's democracy, not the justices.

(Mr. Silveira's lawyer said his client's conviction violated various laws and his legal immunity as a congressman.)

Some legal experts said the court responded appropriately to Mr. Bolsonaro's movement because Brazil's attorney general's office did not. But they worried that the court's actions had continued after threats had subsided.

"Exceptional times require exceptional measures," said Thiago Amparo, a prominent Brazilian human rights lawyer who has supported the court. "But when you don't have any more exceptional times, you don't require exceptional measures."

Brazilians are split. In a Pew Research poll this year, 47 percent of Brazilians said the courts were a bad influence on the country, while 45 percent said they were a good influence.

Unlike the U.S. Supreme Court, which decides 100 to 150 questions of constitutionality a year, Brazil's top court is almost its own judicial system. It is a constitutional court, an appeals court and, because of the new investigations, increasingly, a criminal court.

Its modernist headquarters is packed with assistant judges, lawyers and aides processing roughly 100,000 cases a year. Above them, televisions show their bosses in hearings on live television, which has helped make the justices national celebrities, largely seen as untouchable. Appointed by the president, they serve until 75 years old.

In early 2019, news reports suggested that a sprawling corruption investigation, Operation Car Wash, was starting to probe some justices, including the court's chief at the time, Justice Toffoli.

Supreme Court assistants waiting last month for the start of a meeting of the court's 11 justices.  Dado Galdieri for The New York Times


An advertisement from WhatsApp at the Brasilia airport urging people to "verify the facts." The nation's Supreme Court has aggressively tried to fight online disinformation. Dado Galdieri for The New York Times


He blasted reports claiming that the court was trying to stifle the investigation. "Attacking any one of us is an attack on us all," he told fellow justices in a 2019 hearing. "Slander, defamation and insults will not be allowed."

The next day, Justice Toffoli unveiled the Fake News Inquiry. (He used the English term, already popularized by Donald J. Trump.) In his one-page ruling, he said the court would investigate "fake news, false reports of crimes, slanderous reports, threats and other infractions" that "affect the honor and security of the Federal Supreme Court, its members and family."

As legal justification, Justice Toffoli used a line in the court's rules saying it could investigate crimes committed against justices "on the Supreme Court headquarters or premises." He decided that was outdated.

"Today the world is digital," he said in a recent interview. "Any attack anywhere on the institution is an attack on the Federal Supreme Court."

Suddenly, the Supreme Court could investigate just about any criticism of it anywhere.

In one of his first actions at the helm of the inquiry, Justice Moraes ordered a magazine, Crusoe, to pull down an online article that linked Justice Toffoli to a corruption scheme. Justice Moraes called it "fake news."

When the magazine later produced evidence showing the report was accurate, he allowed it to republish the article.

Around the same time, Justice Moraes ordered raids against seven people who criticized the court in online posts. Some called the court corrupt and demanded justices be ousted. The police burst into their homes, confiscating phones and laptops.

Years later, no charges have been filed, but their property has not been returned, according to one subject of the raids.

In the years since, the scope of the Fake News Inquiry broadened to focus on any attacks against institutions. Justice Moraes then used his position overseeing it to take control of at least eight similar inquiries, most focusing on the actions of Mr. Bolsonaro and his supporters. That made the court the No. 1 target of Mr. Bolsonaro's movement. Angry Bolsonaro supporters threatened the justices online, shouted at them in public and tracked their movements in private.

A woman distributed banners in support of Elon Musk, whose social media platform, X, had been banned by Brazil's Supreme Court after Mr. Musk refused to comply with the court's orders. Dado Galdieri for The New York Times


Members of Brazil's military in January 2023 removing remnants of a camp left by right-wing protesters who had demanded a military coup. Victor Moriyama for The New York Times


At one point, in an apparent bid at intimidation, Mr. Bolsonaro ordered fighter jets to fly so low over the Supreme Court's headquarters that it would break the building's windows. The military refused.

The court only stiffened its approach. In the run-up to the 2022 election, Justice Moraes, who was also acting as the nation's elections chief, ordered tech companies to take down accounts or posts that he said threatened the integrity of the vote, including some from Mr. Bolsonaro.

After Mr. Bolsonaro lost, his supporters blocked highways and camped out at Army bases, claiming fraud and demanding that the military overturn the results. The moment worried many in a nation that suffered under a military dictatorship from 1964 to 1985. Justice Moraes ordered the removal of more accounts, which disputed the vote or supported the protests.

It also appears that he went after a news organization that covered the election fraud claims. Amid the election protests, one of Justice Moraes's deputies ordered another court official to find justification to take action against Oeste, a conservative news outlet, and "all these coup-supporting magazines," according to leaked text messages published by Folha de Sao Paulo, one of Brazil's top newspapers.

The court official replied that he could find only "journalistic publications" on Oeste's website that "weren't saying anything," the messages showed. Justice Moraes's deputy responded, "Use your creativity lol." The official said he would "find a way."

Weeks later, YouTube temporarily blocked Oeste from running ads on its videos, saying it had published "harmful content," Oeste said. The magazine later said it sued YouTube and, in legal discovery, found an order from Justice Moraes to block Oeste from earning money from YouTube ads. A court spokeswoman denied Justice Moraes sent such an order. YouTube has since reversed the action.

A week after President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva took office in 2023, hundreds of Mr. Bolsonaro's supporters stormed Brazil's halls of power, including the Supreme Court, demanding a coup. They failed, and Justice Moraes has since overseen more than 220 of their convictions. 

Damage caused to the Supreme Court headquarters by supporters of Mr. Bolsonaro when they stormed the building in January 2023. Victor Moriyama for The New York Times


He has also weakened Mr. Bolsonaro. Brazil's electoral court, led by Justice Moraes, ruled that the former president could not run in the next election because he tried to undermine the 2022 vote.

Justice Moraes has also authorized police operations against Mr. Bolsonaro and many of his aides in three separate investigations, including into accusations that they planned a coup. Police confiscated Mr. Bolsonaro's phone and passport.

Mr. Bolsonaro has called the investigations political persecution.

Thousands of Mr. Bolsonaro's supporters have protested against the court in recent months, calling for Justice Moraes's impeachment. Last week, a Brazilian congressional committee voted to limit the court's powers. The bill is unlikely to become law.

In interviews, the justices said that Brazil's democracy remains under serious threat and that criticizing them undermines their efforts to protect it.

"We're dealing with dangerous people," said Justice Barroso, the chief justice. "And we must not forget that."

But what happens if the court gets it wrong?

"Someone must have the right to make the last mistake," he said. "I don't think we've gotten it wrong, but the final word is the Supreme Court's."

Paulo Motoryn and Lis Moriconi contributed reporting. Flavia Milhorance and Ana Ionova contributed research.
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Trudeau Goes on Offensive Over Foreign Interference Claims

Facing a revolt in his own party, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau attacked both the Conservative opposition and India's government, which he said had made "a horrific mistake" in the killing of a Sikh activist.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau speaking on Wednesday during a hearing in Ottawa focused on foreign interference into internal Canadian affairs.  Blair Gable/Reuters



By Norimitsu Onishi
Reporting from Montreal


Oct 16, 2024 at 09:48 PM

As Prime Minister Justin Trudeau comes under increasing fire for his handling of foreign meddling in Canada, he went on the attack on Wednesday, criticizing both the country's main opposition party and Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India.

Mr. Trudeau, seeking to turn the tables on an issue on which he has been on the defensive, said on Wednesday that he had the names of Conservative politicians "who are engaged, or at high risk of, or for whom there is clear intelligence around foreign interference."

He then accused the Conservative leader, Pierre Poilievre, of failing to respond appropriately to the matter by declining to get security clearance so that he could be informed of the names of his party members under suspicion.

Under questioning later in the day, Mr. Trudeau acknowledged that he also had the names of members of his Liberal Party and of other parties who may have been compromised by foreign interference.

A lawyer representing the Conservatives accused the prime minister of "grandstanding" by singling out Conservatives.

Mr. Trudeau made the comments in Ottawa during a daylong appearance before a federal inquiry into interference by foreign powers into Canadian affairs.

Mr. Trudeau also told the inquiry that Canada had repeatedly reached out to the Indian government for its assistance into the investigation of the killing of a Sikh-Canadian "in a responsible way that doesn't come and blow up the relationship" between the two nations.

But, he added, his overtures had been consistently rebuffed.

Mr. Trudeau said that he first talked in person to Mr. Modi about the killing more than a year ago.

But he said the Indian government had only grown more hawkish despite what Canada said on Monday was evidence implicating Mr. Modi's government in killings and extortion inside Canada targeting Sikh activists.

"This was a situation in which we had clear and certainly now even clearer indications that India had violated Canada's sovereignty, and the response was to double down and attack Canada further," Mr. Trudeau said. The Indian government had made "a horrific mistake," Mr. Trudeau added, "in thinking that they could interfere as aggressively as they did."

The Indian government has vehemently denied Canada's accusations. Mr. Modi's government has accused Canada of harboring Sikh separatists who promote violence in their campaign to establish a Sikh enclave in India.

Mr. Trudeau spoke a day after his top aides testified before the inquiry and came under intense questioning.

Last spring, a special parliamentary committee released an intelligence report implicating current and former members of Parliament from different parties in foreign interference.

Individuals were named in an unredacted version, which some party leaders chose to read after getting security clearance. Mr. Poilievre declined, saying that would then bind him to secrecy regarding the report.

Mr. Trudeau had long opposed measures to combat foreign meddling, downplaying its threat and opposing the creation of the inquiry where he testified.

But on Wednesday, in a shift, Mr. Trudeau emphasized the threats of foreign interference in his testimony.

He said that Canada was facing increasing attempts by hostile nations to interfere in its domestic affairs, even as he rejected accusations that his government has not done enough to thwart such meddling.

"There is no question that foreign interference and in general threats geopolitically have increased significantly around the world over the past number of years," he said. "We need only to look at the headlines this week to see the extent of interference activities and the impact they have on Canadians."

Tensions between Canada and India erupted last year when Mr. Trudeau accused the Indian government of orchestrating the killing of Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a prominent Canadian Sikh leader in Vancouver and supporter of a separate Sikh homeland in India. The Indian government had designated Mr. Nijjar and other secessionist leaders as terrorists.

Mr. Trudeau spoke at the inquiry as he confronts serious challenges at home and abroad. While Canada's diplomatic relations with India remain frozen, a movement to oust the deeply unpopular Mr. Trudeau gained momentum within his own Liberal Party.

On Tuesday, two lawmakers from his party indicated publicly that Mr. Trudeau should step down to make way for a new leader before the next general election, which must be held by next fall. Polls show that the Conservatives now enjoy a double-digit lead over Mr. Trudeau's party.

Mr. Trudeau's attacks Wednesday underscored how the issue of foreign interference has become intimately linked with electoral politics in Canada.

Large and well-organized Chinese and Indian diasporas in Toronto and Vancouver are some of the most coveted voters by Canada's political parties -- and the targets of China and India, the two nations most actively involved in meddling in Canada, according to intelligence reports.

Intelligence reports have shown that Beijing and its proxies have tended to support Liberal candidates and sought to undermine Conservatives, who have taken a hard line against China on human rights and other issues.

In the past, including before the inquiry last April, Mr. Trudeau had sought to minimize cases of meddling by China when the episodes may have helped Liberal candidates.

But as attention over foreign interference has shifted to India, it has given Mr. Trudeau an opening to use the issue of meddling to attack the Conservatives.

In Canada's complicated diaspora politics, the Indian-Canadian community has become increasingly split with the rise of Mr. Modi's Hindu nationalism. Mr. Trudeau's government has included many Sikh-Canadians at the highest levels.

For their part, the Conservatives have long had friendly relations with Mr. Modi's government. According to the intelligence report that Mr. Poilievre, the Conservative leader, declined to read in its unredacted form, India has interfered "in a Conservative Party of Canada leadership race."
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Chestnut Championship in England Is Roiled by Accusation of Cheating

Known as conkers in Britain, chestnuts are played in an annual championship there. This year, there are accusations of cheating. And it's all very serious.

David Jakins, 82, at the annual World Conker Championships in the village of Southwick, England, on Sunday. Phil Noble/Reuters



By Claire Moses
Reporting from London


Oct 15, 2024 at 07:00 PM

Buckle up, because a cheating scandal is roiling England. The accusations revolve around a winner of the World Conker Championships, and if he used a metal conker to defeat his opponents' conkers.

If you're not a resident of the British Isles, you might be a little confused by that sentence.

A conker is a chestnut that falls from trees and can be found all over Britain and Ireland in the fall. (For the sake of simplicity we will be using the English term throughout this story, so this is the last time you'll be seeing the word chestnut.)

The competition, also known as conkers, goes like this: Holes are drilled through the conkers, and strings are threaded through each one, with one conker on a string for each competitor. Two opponents face off, with the goal of destroying the other person's conker with your own by whipping one against the other. Last person standing with an intact conker wins.

Children in Britain play the game in playgrounds and parks in the fall. And once a year, several hundred adults gather for the World Conker Championships in the tiny English village of Southwick, which has about 160 residents. This year, the competition drew 256 contestants and about 2,500 spectators, said Charles Whalley, one of the championships' committee members.

Neil Morbey, a competitor, wears a conker-themed hat. Phil Noble/Reuters

A conker-adorned crown, presented to the winner. Phil Noble/Reuters


But this year, the men's competition has become embroiled in controversy. The title on Sunday went to David Jakins, 82, who won for the first time after many decades of taking part in the annual tradition.

After the tournament, however, Alastair Johnson-Ferguson, the runner-up in the men's tournament, claimed that Mr. Jakins had broken the rules en route to winning the trophy by using a steel conker.

Mr. Johnson-Ferguson, who did not immediately respond to a request for comment on Tuesday, told the British newspaper The Telegraph that his conker had "disintegrated in one hit" after being struck by Mr. Jakins's.

"And that just doesn't happen," he added.

Indeed, a painted steel conker was found in Mr. Jakins's pocket after the tournament. 

But he vehemently denied the cheating accusations to the British news media, saying he carried the steel conker because he thought it would be humorous. When reached by phone on Tuesday, he said he was "not prepared to comment on any of that," referring to the accusations.

Organizers of the event said they were investigating by examining photos and videos taken by spectators during the event, but said so far they had no reason to believe Mr. Jakins cheated by using the steel conker.

"We're in the middle of a bit of a scandal," Mr. Whalley said in an interview on Tuesday. "So far our investigation is showing that nothing untoward happened."

Mr. Jakins praised the winner of the women's competition -- Kelci Banschbach, the first American to win a conkers championship -- and said he liked participating partly because the event aims to raise money for charity.

"It's something to do for conkers season," he said.

A bag of conkers is seen before play. Phil Noble/Reuters

John Riley, a retired British solider, taking part in the championships. Phil Noble/Reuters


The story quickly spread through British -- and some international -- news media on Tuesday, a welcome reprieve from hard news and more consequential investigations. Newspapers dryly published alliterative headlines, with a mock seriousness that was, in true English fashion, nearly indistinguishable from serious news articles.

"You initially thought it was an open-shut case, didn't you, that he was clearly innocent, but now you are going to have to go back and have an action replay," Kay Burley, an anchor at Sky News, said during an interview with one of the organizers, with a furrowed brow.

Ms. Banschbach, the American winner of the women's tournament, said she had decided at the last minute to take part in the competition, which she called "very quintessentially British."

"I don't want to say it's ridiculous, but it kind of is," she said in a phone interview. But, she added, the championship still drew people from all over the world.

Ms. Banschbach said she had heard only snippets about the cheating scandal because she had been at work all day.

"I honestly have no idea, that seems kind of crazy," she said. "It's a very wholesome event."

Competitors taking part in the annual World Conker Championships in Southwick on Sunday. Phil Noble/Reuters
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North Korea, Longing for Battle Experience, Eyes Ukraine

Helping Russia in the war is an opportunity for North Korea to test its new weapons, and Ukrainian officials say the North's troops are also gaining direct battle experience.

Kim Jong-un of North Korea with Vladimir V. Putin of Russia in June, in a broadcast shown in Seoul. During their meeting, Mr. Kim vowed his country's "full support and solidarity" for Russia in its war in Ukraine. Chung Sung-Jun/Getty Images



By Choe Sang-Hun
Reporting from Seoul


Oct 16, 2024 at 11:17 AM

The war in Ukraine is providing North Korea's military with something it has long hoped for: opportunities to test its new weapons and its officers' preparedness for modern warfare, analysts and officials in South Korea said on Wednesday.

In recent weeks, Ukrainian officials, including President Volodymyr Zelensky, have said that in addition to providing large shipments of artillery shells and ballistic missiles for Russia, North Korea has been sending military engineers and soldiers to fight alongside Russian troops. Last week, Kim Yong-hyun, South Korea's defense minister, called it "highly likely" that several North Korean soldiers had already been killed in the fighting, and that North Korea would send more troops to help Russia.

Moscow helped North Korea fight the Korean War seven decades ago by supplying weapons and pilots. Now, the North's aid to Russia in a distant war is turning history back on itself. It is also, analysts said, strengthening its military preparedness on the Korean Peninsula at a time of growing tensions with South Korea .

Since the Korean War, North Korea has not fought another major conflict. But it has sought opportunities to sell weapons and other military assistance to friendly countries. It sent pilots to aid North Vietnam during the Vietnam War. Its pilots also flew for Egypt in the 1973 Yom Kippur War. North Korea also sent missile technicians and, according to Tass, the Russian state news agency, two small units of combat troops to fight for the Assad regime during Syria's civil war in 2016.

"It has been a pattern: When North Korea has sold weapons to countries at war, they sent personnel not only to help those countries use the weapons, but often also to fight there themselves," said Yang Uk, a military expert at the Asan Institute for Policy Studies in Seoul. "They don't seem to like missing opportunities to fight in a war and gain experience."

If North Korea sent ground troops to Ukraine, it would be "their first major war in decades, an opportunity where their officers could get a sample of how modern war is fought, including the use of drones," Mr. Yang added. "They will study how the knowledge they gain there can be translated into the Korean theater."

Remains of a missile believed to have been made in North Korea that struck Kharkiv, Ukraine, in January. Vyacheslav Madiyevskyy/Reuters


Neither Ukraine nor South Korea has presented evidence of North Korean troops. NATO's secretary general, Mark Rutte, said Wednesday that the alliance did not have definitive information on that possibility.

American intelligence and military officials expressed some skepticism at the Ukrainian claims that North Korean mercenaries were now fighting, in significant numbers, against Ukrainian forces. But they said that they had little doubt that North Korean engineers and observers are in Russia and parts of Ukraine, in part to construct and operate the North Korean-made ballistic missiles that Russia has purchased.

There have been unconfirmed reports of North Koreans killed in Ukrainian attacks. But the American officials said that they were recruits. One official said they would not be surprised if North Korea sends troops -- to train and perhaps to fight -- but they did not yet have evidence.

Washington has repeatedly warned of growing military cooperation between Russia and North Korea, providing photographic evidence that weapons from North Korea, especially its KN-23 short-range ballistic missiles, have been used against Ukraine.

The KN-23 is one of a series of nuclear-capable short-range ballistic missiles North Korea has developed and tested in recent years. It would be one of the main weapons North Korea would use against South Korea should war break out on the Korean Peninsula, military experts said.

"From the battlefield use, North Korea will collect valuable data to improve its missiles' effectiveness -- data it can also use to help sell the missiles to foreign buyers," said Yang Moo-jin, the president of the University of North Korean Studies in Seoul.

Analysts in South Korea said that North Korea's main personnel contribution to Russia's war would be engineers and weapons advisers to help the Russian military operate its weapons, observe defects and collect data from their battlefield use. Many of the North Korean artillery shells and missiles are said to be of poor quality, turning out to be duds.

Some analysts doubted that North Korea would commit a large number of troops to the war in Ukraine anytime soon.

"That kind of operation requires extensive preparations by both sides, like those annual military exercises South Korea and the United States conduct," said Park Won-gon, a political scientist at Ewha Womans University in Seoul.

North Korea is believed to have shipped thousands of shipping containers of artillery shells, missiles and other weapons to Russia since Moscow's invasion of Ukraine in 2022, United States and South Korean officials say. In return, North Korea may seek Russia's technological help for its nuclear and space programs, as well as opportunities to send its workers to help rebuild Russian-occupied regions in Ukraine and bring home urgently needed income, they said.

Under United Nations Security Council resolutions, countries are banned from employing North Korean workers or engaging in arms trade with the North.

South Korean soldiers at a military parade in Seoul this month. Anthony Wallace/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Both Moscow  and Pyongyang have denied  engaging in arms shipments from North Korea. Russia also called reports that North Korean troops were fighting alongside  its troops "another fake news story." In recent weeks, Ukrainian officials and news media have increasingly reported such accusations, without providing photographic or other evidence.

"We see an increasing alliance between Russia and regimes like North Korea," Mr. Zelensky said on Sunday. "It is no longer just about transferring weapons. It is actually about transferring people from North Korea to the occupying military forces."

As North Korea has fueled its partnership with Russia, it has also turned increasingly hostile toward South Korea, demolishing all railway and road links between the two Koreas with dynamites this week in a symbolic gesture of declaring the South as an enemy state.

"The sense of being allied with Russia can embolden North Korea to become more aggressive toward South Korea," Mr. Park said.

David E. Sanger contributed reporting from Washington.
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Zelensky Pitches His 'Victory Plan' to Ukrainian Lawmakers

The proposal would rely heavily on increased Western assistance. So far, it has drawn a lukewarm response from Ukraine's allies.

President Volodymyr Zelensky told Ukraine's Parliament that his plan had the potential to end the war "no later than next year." Ukrainian Presidential Press Service, via Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Constant Meheut
Reporting from Kyiv, Ukraine


Oct 16, 2024 at 12:29 PM

President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine made a rare appearance in Parliament on Wednesday, pitching a plan to lawmakers that he said could end the war by next year but which has drawn a lukewarm response from allies.

Some broad outlines for the plan -- which Mr. Zelensky referred to as a "peace through strength" strategy -- had been shared in recent weeks. The president's address to Parliament, his first so far this year, was seen by many Ukrainians as an attempt to sell his message at home and reassure a nation where war fatigue is on the rise amid steady Russian advances.

The proposal, which Mr. Zelensky has called a "victory plan," aims to strengthen Ukraine's position enough on the battlefield to force Russia to negotiate an end to the war. Much of that would hinge on increased Western support.

"If we start moving forward with this victory plan now, we may be able to end the war no later than next year," Mr. Zelensky said in his speech on Wednesday, which was also broadcast on television.

"This plan can be implemented," he added. "It depends on our partners. I emphasize: on partners."

But whether Kyiv's allies will endorse the plan remains to be seen. Mr. Zelensky recently visited Washington and European capitals to brief Ukraine's allies on the strategy, and the responses have been limited. Gen. Charles Q. Brown Jr., the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, raised questions about the plan, noting that it repeats some of Ukraine's earlier calls for increased military aid.

NATO defense ministers will discuss Mr. Zelensky's plan during two days of talks that begin on Thursday, the military alliance's new secretary general, Mark Rutte, said at a news conference on Wednesday. "It will no doubt be on the table," he said.

Mr. Rutte would not comment on the specifics of the proposal, or on Mr. Zelensky's desire to be offered a formal invitation to join NATO, even if the conflict with Russia makes that currently impractical. He said that Ukraine would one day join the alliance, but that the defense ministers would concentrate on providing up to 40 billion euros in military support for Ukraine as promised at their last summit meeting.

Given the context, experts said, Mr. Zelensky's speech seemed primarily aimed at reassuring and rallying support from the Ukrainian public around the idea that Kyiv can turn the tide on the battlefield after steadily losing ground to Russian troops this year. In recent weeks, Russian forces have been closing in on the northeastern city of Kupiansk, prompting the Ukrainian authorities there to order a mandatory evacuation on Tuesday.

The funeral of Anatoliy Vostrikov, a Ukrainian soldier, last month. War fatigue has risen in Ukraine. Nicole Tung for The New York Times


"It's necessary to boost the Ukrainian morale today," Olexiy Haran, a professor of comparative politics at the National University of Kyiv -- Mohyla Academy, said in an interview. "This speech is meant to send a political and psychological message to the Ukrainians."

More than two years into the fighting and faced with steady Russian advances, war fatigue in Ukraine has risen. And sentiment in some cases has shifted from an unwavering resolve for total and outright victory to a more conciliatory stance.

A poll conducted in May by the National Democratic Institute, a Washington-based nonprofit group, and shared by the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology found that 57 percent of Ukrainians believe that Kyiv should engage in peace negotiations with Moscow.

Mr. Zelensky cast his plan as a "bridge" to a future peace settlement, saying on Wednesday that the goal was to make it impossible for Russia "to continue the war," so that Moscow felt pressured to come to the negotiating table.

The plan would require allies to extend an invitation to join NATO, lift the restrictions that bar Kyiv from using Western-provided weapons to strike inside Russia, and establish joint weapons production with Ukraine -- all asks previously made by Mr. Zelensky's government.

On Wednesday, the Ukrainian leader also said he wanted Ukraine's neighbors to help shoot down Russian missiles and drones from their own territory, an idea that some allies have rejected in the past.

He framed the plan as mutually beneficial for Ukraine and the allies upon whose backing it would require. He noted that Ukraine had rich metal resources that its partners could use and suggested that Kyiv's military could play a crucial role in protecting the West from further Russian aggression.

The lawmakers, government ministers and military leaders in attendance gave Mr. Zelensky a standing ovation when he emphasized that "trading Ukraine's territory or sovereignty" was not part of the plan.

But opposition lawmakers were quick to express skepticism after the address. Oleksiy Honcharenko, a member of European Solidarity, the party of Mr. Zelensky's chief rival, called the plan "very unrealistic." He noted that it depended heavily on Western assistance yet did not outline what Ukraine could do on its own to improve the situation.

"According to the plan, it seems that someone has to do everything for us," Mr. Honcharenko wrote on social media.

Some Kyiv residents were similarly unconvinced.

"The victory plan sounds great. Very glossy. But whether anyone will actually do something and how Russia will react -- it's unclear," said Anton Sokol, 25, who was reading about the speech on his phone.

"It sounds great, but also unrealistic," Mr. Sokol added.

Yehor Kuryschenko, 28, said the plan sounded more like a collated list of demands for Ukraine's partners than a strategy to win the war.

"There's nothing fundamentally new," he said. "It's just putting everything into one request with an emphasis on swift and decisive action."

Daria Mitiuk contributed reporting from Kyiv, Ukraine, and Steven Erlanger from Berlin.
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Global Electricity Demand Is Rising Faster Than Expected, I.E.A. Says

A surge in power use worldwide could make it harder for nations to slash emissions and keep global warming in check.

Cooling towers of the shuttered Three Mile Island nuclear power plant near Middletown, Pa., which will reopen in 2028 to supply power to Microsoft data centers. Jim Lo Scalzo/EPA, via Shutterstock



By Brad Plumer



Oct 16, 2024 at 05:01 AM

Demand for electricity around the world is rising faster than expected, making it harder for countries to slash their emissions and keep global warming in check, the International Energy Agency said on Wednesday.

Over the next decade, the world is poised to add the equivalent of Japan's annual electricity demand to grids each year, driven by surging power needs for new factories, electric vehicles, air-conditioners and data centers, according to the agency's annual World Energy Outlook, a comprehensive report on global energy trends.

In all, the agency now expects global electricity demand to be 6 percent higher in 2035 than it forecast last year.

It's not all dire news for climate change: The report concludes that countries are likely to build enough low-emissions power plants by the end of the decade -- primarily solar, wind and nuclear power -- to match that rise in demand. Rapid growth in renewable energy should at least prevent global emissions from rising drastically and could cause coal, oil and natural gas use to peak this decade.

But to stop global warming, many countries have pledged to reduce their emissions to zero by around midcentury. That goal is slipping out of reach: Countries would need to build low-carbon electricity sources twice as fast as they're currently doing between now and 2035 to meet their climate targets.

"In energy history, we've witnessed the age of coal and the age of oil," said Fatih Birol, the executive director of the International Energy Agency. "We're now moving at speed into the age of electricity, which will define the global energy system going forward."

Electricity demand has historically gone up as societies grow more affluent. But a few recent trends have accelerated that growth, the report said.

Rising temperatures, fueled by global warming, are spurring more people to buy air-conditioners and to run them more often. In India, air-conditioning sales doubled after a series of brutal heat waves this year.




Electric vehicles are also becoming more popular: While sales growth has slowed this year in the United States and Europe, it's a different story in China. By the end of this year, half of all new cars sold in China are projected to be electric, and roughly 60 percent of plug-in vehicles sold there are now cheaper than their gasoline-powered counterparts.

Tech companies are also building power-hungry data centers at a frenetic pace, driven by interest in artificial intelligence. While data centers account for just 1 percent of global electricity demand, they are often concentrated in clusters and can strain local grids.

All that extra demand makes it tougher to tackle climate change.

Previously, the agency expected that global consumption of coal, the dirtiest of fossil fuels, would drop significantly by 2030 as wind and solar power expanded. But with electricity demand rising quickly in places like China and India, coal use is now projected to decline more gradually. Some utilities in the United States are extending the life of coal-fired power plants that had been headed for retirement.

Global carbon-dioxide emissions are expected to fall just 3 percent by 2030 under policies that nations are currently pursuing, the agency said. Emissions need to fall 33 percent this decade to meet the ambitious climate goals that governments have agreed to at United Nations climate talks.

"With higher energy use, even fast renewables growth doesn't translate to fast falls in carbon-dioxide emissions," said Dave Jones, global insight director at Ember, an energy think tank.

Cars at Taicang Port in Suzhou, China. By the end of this year, half of all new cars sold in China are projected to be electric. Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Speeding up the production of clean energy is difficult in many countries. In China, which accounted for 60 percent of the growth in wind and solar power last year, electric grids need significant upgrades to handle fluctuations in renewable output. In Europe, sales of electric heat pumps slowed sharply in the first half of this year as gas prices eased. In the United States, a lack of transmission lines is hindering wind projects.

Big changes in fossil-fuel markets are also looming. Growing electric vehicle sales could cause global oil demand to plateau this decade, the agency said. The United States and Qatar are currently building so many terminals to export liquefied natural gas that the world could see an "oversupply" of gas later this decade, it said. That could push down global energy prices, offering relief to countries that faced painful price spikes after Russia's invasion of Ukraine.

Fossil-fuel producers have cast doubt on the International Energy Agency's prediction that oil and gas use would peak by 2030. The agency is sticking with that forecast, though it acknowledges there are plenty of uncertainties.

Countries representing half of global energy demand are holding elections in 2024. That includes the United States, where former President Donald J. Trump has promised to repeal federal policies favoring renewable power and electric cars and encourage more oil and gas drilling if he returns to office.

As a result, the report said, "there is more near-term uncertainty than usual" over how global energy policies will evolve.
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Flying Into Storms Improves Forecasts, but It Is Rare in Asia's Typhoon Alley

While observational flights have improved forecasts for many storms in the Americas, such flights have been far fewer for storms that have hit Asia.

Video: 

The Hong Kong Government Flying Service captured this video in the eye of Typhoon Saola in September 2023.


By John Yoon



Oct 16, 2024 at 10:40 AM

The storm hunters from Hong Kong braced themselves as Super Typhoon Yagi rattled their small jet. At 30,000 feet, they released probes into the Category 4-strength storm as it churned south of the city last month, gathering data many meteorologists consider crucial to improving forecasts.

"Some prefer going with an empty stomach," Capt. Chan Wing Chi of the Hong Kong Government Flying Service said in an interview after the flight, unfazed by the intense turbulence he had just experienced.

The U.S. government has been sending observation planes into storms across the Americas for more than 80 years. But they are rare in this part of the western Pacific, which sees so many major storms each year that meteorologists call it "Typhoon Alley."

The storms that pass through this area affect a wide swath of Asia, including Japan, the Korean Peninsula, mainland China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Vietnam and the Philippines. But only a handful of these missions are conducted in Asia each year because of long-running political disputes, the high cost of flights, and a lack of regional consensus on their value.

Many scientists say observation flights can reduce errors in storm forecasts by 10 to 20 percent, but only Hong Kong, Taiwan and Japan conduct them in this region.

Secured shopping mall doors in Hong Kong last year, after the Typhoon Talim warning was issued. Michael Ho Wai Lee/SOPA Images, via Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


"There's nothing that beats actually having the planes in there," said Jason Dunion, a meteorologist who studies how to improve hurricane forecasts at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, which conducts such flights.

"In places like the Indian Ocean or the Western Pacific, they don't have the benefit of that reconnaissance," he added. "They're relying on ship reports, island reports, satellite data to get that information."

In the Atlantic, many countries regularly allow American observational planes to fly in their airspace.

But there is a complex patchwork in Asia, where some nations have long-running disputes, including conflicting maritime claims in the South China Sea, and would not open their airspace for weather flights.

Each government contributes data to the Typhoon Committee, which helps to create tropical cyclone forecasts as part of the United Nations' World Meteorological Organization. But the committee's 14 member countries have never considered coordinating such flights, said Taoyong Peng, a senior official at the World Meteorological Organization.

Expanding these flights to the entire region would raise security concerns, he said.

Jason Dunion, NOAA meteorologist, aboard the aircraft flying a mission to the outskirts of Hurricane Ivan in 2004. In the Atlantic Ocean, the U.S. government has sent observational flights into storms across the Americas for over 80 years. Jim Wilson/The New York Times


Such observations are also expensive. Each flight can cost about $15,000 per hour, and could last between two and five hours, according to meteorologists in Taiwan and Hong Kong.

Some scientists and governments in Asia are also unconvinced that these flights will improve forecasts.

Dong-Hyun Cha, a professor who studies tropical cyclones at the Ulsan National Institute of Science and Technology in South Korea, said the lack of these flights did not lead to a "significant decrease in typhoon predictability."

Improved satellite readings have also made up for the scarcity of data from countries like North Korea and Myanmar, Mr. Cha said.

In Hong Kong, though, meteorologists have regularly used data from aircraft to refine forecasts. In some cases, that has allowed the authorities to react quickly to potentially devastating storms.

Last year, after a jet dropped probes into a storm named Talim, meteorologists realized it was much stronger than the initial predictions, which were based on readings from satellites and buoys. This prompted the authorities to upgrade Talim to a typhoon and speed up preparations in Hong Kong, said Cheung Ping, a meteorologist at the Hong Kong Observatory.

Local rescue teams picking up schoolchildren and residents during flooding following the impact of Typhoon Yagi in Chiang Rai, Thailand, in September. Lillian Suwanrumpha/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Taiwan, too, has sent planes into typhoons for decades. Some flights have greatly improved forecasts, said Chun-Chieh Wu, an atmospheric scientist who has led Taiwan's storm flight missions.

The day before Typhoon Sepat hit Taiwan in August 2007, pilots took Mr. Wu's team on a loop around the storm's eye. He launched about 15 probes that gathered information about the storm as they fell toward the ocean.

The data showed that Sepat's radius of gale-force winds was about 155 miles, much larger than the 112 miles initially forecast, Mr. Wu said. The finding prompted meteorologists to raise the severity of their warnings before Sepat made landfall.

Hong Kong sends jets toward three storms a year on average, Mr. Cheung said. Capt. Chan of the Hong Kong flying service said the flights are important despite their cost.

"If the data we collect saves lives," he said, "it's worth it."
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Water Crises Threaten the World's Ability to Eat, Studies Show

Food production is concentrated in too few countries, many of which face water shortages, the researchers said.

Watering newly planted corn during a drought in Jinan, China, in June. Xihao Jiang/Reuters



By Somini Sengupta



Oct 16, 2024 at 11:00 PM

High food prices, meet the global water crisis.

The world's food supply is under threat because so much of what we eat is concentrated in so few countries, and many of those countries are increasingly facing a water shortage. That's the conclusion of three independent studies published this week.

One study, published by World Resources Institute, found that one quarter of the world's crops is grown in places where the water supply is stressed, unreliable or both.

A second, published by the Global Commission on the Economics of Water, crunched the data slightly differently, concluding that half the world's food production is in areas where water availability is projected to decline.

The third study, published by the European Union's environmental agency, found that even some ordinarily wet parts of the continent face a drying trend.

All three recommend urgent course corrections. Those include plugging leaks, reducing food waste, restoring wetlands and setting corporate targets on sustainable water use.

The global commission also called on policymakers to "correctly price water," writing in its report, "Water is often taken for granted as an abundant gift from nature, when in fact it is scarce and costly to provide to users."

The risks are already revealing themselves.

In Brazil, a crippling drought has not only driven up local food prices, it also has increased the global prices of sugar and coffee. Brazil is the world's largest sugar producer, and it commands more than a third of the global coffee supply.

In China's agricultural heartland of Henan province, an exceptionally dry season, followed by exceptionally heavy rains, drove up the price of everyday vegetables. And in southern Africa, rising temperatures and a drought driven by the El Nino weather phenomenon earlier this year destroyed the region's main cereal crop, maize, leading to what the United Nations this week called the region's worst hunger crisis in decades.

Water stress affects 30 percent of the population every year in the 27 countries of the European Union, and that is expected to worsen as the world warms, the bloc's environmental agency said in its study. Agriculture is the biggest water user in Europe, and among the sectors most vulnerable to water stress. Heat and drought is already endangering one of the most coveted crops of the Mediterranean: olives.

Staple crops are particularly affected.

The World Resources Institute data warned of the threats to maize, rice and wheat. Those three grains provide most of the calories that the world's 8 billion people consume today.

Worldwide, one-third of these crops are grown in areas where the water supply is highly stressed or where rainfall patterns are highly erratic.

"While farmers have adapted to a certain level of variability in water supply, increased competition and climate change are stretching available supplies to the limit," the institute wrote in an analysis accompanying the latest data. "Growing crops in these areas therefore puts food security in jeopardy."

Concentration of food production in a handful of places around the world is also a risk.

Ten countries, including the United States and China, produce nearly three-fourths of the world's most irrigated crops, including sugar, wheat and cotton. Two-thirds of these crops face what the World Resources Institute called "high to extremely high levels of water stress."
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These Scientists Tested Dolphin Breath. They Found Plastic.

Researchers studying bottlenose dolphins found polyester and other plastics in every animal they tested.

Dolphins have become a common subject in pollution research because they're found around the world, including in heavily-populated coastal areas. Gabriella Angotti-Jones for The New York Times
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Oct 16, 2024 at 07:00 PM

Scientists have found plastic pollution almost everywhere they have looked. In clouds. On Mount Everest. In Arctic snow.

Now, for the first time, tiny plastic particles have been detected in the breath of dolphins.

The findings, published on Wednesday in the peer-reviewed journal PLOS One, point to the ubiquitousness of plastic waste in the environment. Each year, nearly 2 million tons of plastic end up in world's oceans.

Plastic also floats in the air, and the new study suggests that inhalation may be a significant way dolphins and other marine mammals are exposed to tiny plastic particles, called microplastics. Those particles, which are formed when plastic breaks down, have been linked to inflammation and cell damage, and can contain harmful chemicals.

"This really highlights how polluting plastic is," said Leslie B. Hart, a co-director of the Center for Coastal Environmental and Human Health at the College of Charleston, in South Carolina, who led the research. "We have plastic everywhere. There's really no safe place to get away from it."

Other animals are known to breathe in plastics, though research is still sparse. Last year, scientists in Japan detected microplastics in the lungs of wild birds there. And researchers have estimated that people can inhale or ingest more than 100,000 microplastic particles a year from the food and water they consume, and from the air they breathe.

But dolphins have become a common subject of pollution research because they're found around the world, including in heavily populated coastal areas. That makes them bellwethers of exposure to pollution and other environmental hazards.

For the latest study, Dr. Hart and Miranda K. Dziobak, a biochemist at the College of Charleston, collected samples of exhaled breath from 11 bottlenose dolphins in Sarasota Bay, Fla., and Barataria Bay, La. They partnered with the Brookfield Zoo Chicago's dolphin research program, which conducts catch-and-release health studies on dolphins. To capture the air samples, they held a petri dish just above each dolphin's blowhole as it exhaled.

Researchers sampled dolphin breath as part of their research. Todd Speakman/National Marine Mammal Foundation; MMPA/ESA Permit No. 18786-03


The researchers were trying to solve a mystery. In previous studies, they'd detected phthalates, chemicals used in plastic that are known to be endocrine disrupters that can harm human health, in dolphins in Sarasota Bay at levels considerably higher than those found in humans. Plastic pollution was a possible source.

Their analysis detected microplastic particles in the breath of all the dolphins they tested. The particles included several types of plastic polymers, like polyethylene terephthalate, known as PET, as well as polyester, one of the most common polymers used in clothes.

"When you do laundry, your clothes release millions of tiny plastic fibers," Dr. Dziobak said. "And the tricky thing with those is that they're so small, they're so light, they can travel really easily in the water, in the air."

The dolphins are then exposed to those plastic fibers. "The dolphins are breathing at the surface. They're breathing in the airborne plastics," Dr. Hart said. Researchers also think plastic particles in the water are being dispersed into the air by waves, she said.

Shannon Gowans, professor of marine science at Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, Fla., and head of the Dolphin Project there, who was not involved in the study, called the findings concerning. This was particularly the case, she said, after extreme storms like the hurricanes that just swept across Florida, overwhelming wastewater treatment plants and sending untreated water into the sea.

"The double whammy of the storm is that there was also so much debris that got carried away by the storm surge or went down the storm drains," she said. "That's all out in the waterways now. We're going to see a spike in microplastics in the area."

The College of Charleston researchers said they would focus their next research project on the specific health harms that microplastics could be causing in dolphins.

Dolphins hold their breath to chase prey underwater and have large lung capacity, Dr. Hart said. "Because of that, we think that perhaps they are taking in higher doses of airborne microplastics than, say, a human," she said. 

So what can ordinary people do to help? Reducing the amount of plastic you use and dispose of is a start, Dr. Dziobak said. It's also a good idea to wear your clothes one extra time before washing them, or using a cold cycle because plastic fibers tend to shed more easily in hot water.

"Even something simple can make a difference," Dr. Dziobak said.
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        In This Small Maine County, the Sheriff's Race Is Haunted by a Mass Shooting
        The race has become a referendum on what the Sagadahoc County Sheriff's Office did, and failed to do, before a shooting that killed 18 people in Lewiston last fall.

      

      
        In Rural Wisconsin, Race Is an Undercurrent of the Presidential Election
        Former President Donald Trump's recent attacks on his opponent could affect the vote. "It's a stirring of the pot," one voter said.

      

      
        Local Officials Cannot Refuse to Certify Election Results, Georgia Judge Rules
        The ruling cuts at the heart of a key argument made by right-wing activists since the 2020 election, when Donald Trump sought to disrupt the certification process as part of his bid to subvert the results.

      

      
        Judge Blocks Hand-Counting of Election Ballots in Georgia
        The ruling was confined to the current election, halting the measure from going into effect for 2024 while the judge further weighs its merits in the future.

      

      
        Trump Draws, and Repels, Nevada Latinos With His Anti-Immigrant Message
        For some, Donald J. Trump's incessant attacks on immigrants are too much. Still, many appear prepared to look past his escalations and back a candidate they believe will help their livelihoods.

      

      
        Nebraska Supreme Court Upholds Voting Rights for Felons
        Legislators voted to restore voting rights to more people convicted of felonies, but a dispute over that law's constitutionality created pre-election confusion.

      

      
        Big Money Flowed to Pro-Trump Groups in the Past Three Months
        Three people -- Elon Musk, Miriam Adelson and Dick Uihlein -- put a combined $220 million into groups supporting Donald J. Trump in July, August and September.

      

      
        Trump Leans On Creative Bookkeeping to Keep Up in Cash Race
        Donald J. Trump's official campaign committee has a payroll of fewer than a dozen and has found ways for another account to pick up the tab for his rallies.

      

      
        In Race for Congress, Republican Election Deniers and Skeptics Seek Swing Seats
        G.O.P. candidates in critical House districts have sought to moderate or gloss over their past questioning of the 2020 election results, as well as hard-right positions on social issues.

      

      
        Two Key Prosecutors in Trump Documents Case Leave Special Counsel's Office
        The departures amount to a tacit acknowledgment that any trial in that case will not happen for many months, if not years.

      

      
        As Black Voters Hesitate on Harris, Democrats Race to Win Them Over
        With a frenzy of activity, the vice president and her allies are trying to strengthen her support with Black voters, whose growing alienation the party's leaders had not confronted directly until now.

      

      
        Supreme Court Allows E.P.A. to Limit Power Plant Emissions
        It was a provisional victory for the Biden administration, whose climate initiatives have been stymied. A challenge to the rule at issue is still moving through a lower court.

      

      
        Nearly 100 People Are Still Missing in North Carolina After Hurricane Helene
        Search and rescue teams are still looking for the missing, officials said, with 95 deaths already attributed to the storm's wrath in the state.

      

      
        Columbia Bars Vocal Pro-Israel Professor From Campus
        The university said Shai Davidai had repeatedly harassed and intimidated employees. He said the university had not done enough to crack down on pro-Palestinian protests.
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In This Small Maine County, the Sheriff's Race Is Haunted by a Mass Shooting

The race has become a referendum on what the Sagadahoc County Sheriff's Office did, and failed to do, before a shooting that killed 18 people in Lewiston last fall.

Sgt. Aaron Skolfield, a resident of the rural town of Bowdoinham in Sagadahoc County, Maine, is running for sheriff against Joel Merry, the incumbent, in an effort to reclaim his reputation after a mass shooting last October. Stacey Cramp for The New York Times



By Jenna Russell
Reporting from Sagadahoc County, Maine


Oct 16, 2024 at 08:57 PM

In an alternate reality -- one in which a mentally unstable gunman did not kill 18 people in Lewiston, Maine, last October -- the biggest issue in the race for Sagadahoc County sheriff this fall might have been the budget for the county jail.

Instead, the contest has become a referendum on the actions taken, and not taken, by the sheriff's office in the run-up to the worst mass shooting in Maine's history, and a study in the complexities of blame. The incumbent sheriff, Joel Merry, 66, is running for a fifth term, undeterred by the harsh criticism lobbed at his office for failing to seize a stash of weapons from the gunman -- who lived in Sagadahoc County -- as concerns about him mounted last fall.

His challenger, Sgt. Aaron Skolfield, a 26-year veteran of the same department, was singled out for particular rebuke by the state commission that investigated the shooting. Sergeant Skolfield has turned his campaign into a public crusade to clear his name, and to call out what he sees as unfair scapegoating.

For some voters in the county, the race is an uncomfortable reminder of all that has not changed in the last year -- and of all the grief and blame that remains.

Sheriff Merry, who has defended his agency against the criticism, said he was seeking one last term to finish several projects that he hoped would strengthen it. He acknowledged that the election and the mass shooting could not be separated, though he maintained that they should be.

His opponent has also given up on that idea. For Sergeant Skolfield, 52, running for sheriff and defending his actions in the weeks before the shooting have merged into a single quest to reclaim his reputation from disgrace.

"People have told me to back off of this, to talk about my goals for the department, but it's so entwined," he said. "I think about it every day. I deal with it every day."

Sheriff Joel Merry is running for his fifth term as Sagadahoc County sheriff, a race that has been overshadowed by the worst mass killing in Maine's history. Stacey Cramp for The New York Times


The rural county, which has about 37,000 residents, sits along the coast, north of Portland and south of Lewiston. Its crime rates are low and most of its small towns have no police forces, giving the sheriff's department of 22 officers an outsize role. Responding to mental health crises is a significant part of their job.

Last fall, Robert R. Card II was in need of such an intervention. A 40-year-old Army Reserve grenade instructor who lived in Bowdoin, 15 miles east of Lewiston, he had been hearing voices and making threats. His family was concerned and so were his Army supervisors, who sent him for a mental health evaluation last summer that led to a two-week stay in a psychiatric hospital.

When he was released that August, clinicians urged the Army to make sure he continued treatment and to take away his weapons, but follow-through was incomplete and unsuccessful. His deterioration continued. After a fellow reservist told his superiors he feared that Mr. Card "might snap and do a mass shooting," the Army Reserve contacted the Sagadahoc County Sheriff's Office on Sept. 15, asking it to check on him.

The task fell to Sergeant Skolfield. He tried to make contact with Mr. Card at his home that day, and again the day after, but no one answered the door. He sent out a statewide alert to law enforcement about Mr. Card, tried calling him and contacted his family. When Sergeant Skolfield went on vacation the next day, his supervisor did not assign another deputy to take over.

When Sergeant Skolfield returned to work on Oct. 1, he closed the case.

On Oct. 25, 2023, Mr. Card shot and killed 18 people, and wounded 13 others, at a bar and bowling alley in Lewiston. After a two-day manhunt, he was found dead from a self-inflicted gunshot wound.

In the year since, the state commission investigating the shooting found that both the Army Reserve and the sheriff's office had failed to take all of the steps they should have.

Commission members, appointed by Gov. Janet Mills of Maine, found that Sergeant Skolfield "should have realized" that he could have used Maine's "yellow flag" law to ask a judge's permission to seize Mr. Card's weapons.

A makeshift memorial outside Sparetime Bowling Alley, the site of the mass shooting, in Lewiston, Maine. Robert F. Bukaty/Associated Press


Members of the commission called it an "abdication of responsibility" that Sergeant Skolfield, like the Army Reserve, reached out to the gunman's brother after failing to make contact  and asked that the family take away his weapons. They were unable to do so.

Sergeant Skolfield is still angry at the commission's findings. He maintains that he did not have legal grounds to petition for the removal of a private citizen's weapons under state law at the time. And he said the commission had failed to grasp the extent to which Army Reserve officials minimized their concern about the gunman; according to Sergeant Skolfield, they insinuated to him that Mr. Card's reported threats had come from an unreliable source and said that letting him "cool off" might be the best course of action.

"All they had to say to me was, 'This is the real deal -- we're worried,'" Sergeant Skolfield said in an interview last month. "That would have changed everything."

An Army investigation into the shooting found that Army Reserve commanders had failed to follow procedures; three were given administrative punishments.

Sergeant Skolfield said he had long feared that the state commission's investigation was stacked against him, in part because its reports inaccurately described his visit to Mr. Card's home as 16 minutes long when he lingered there for more than two hours, hoping to make contact. He said he was nonetheless surprised when Governor Mills, a Democrat, directly addressed Sagadahoc County voters during a news conference on Sept. 6, urging them to fulfill their "duty to hold public officers accountable" and seeming to imply that they should vote against him.

"It was totally political," said Sergeant Skolfield, who is running as a Republican. He posted a detailed rebuttal on his campaign's Facebook page.

Sheriff Merry, a Democrat, was not much happier about the governor's comments. "It was a little disheartening because it put our agency front and center with that notoriety again," he said.

The two men said they reconsidered running for sheriff after the shooting but were urged by supporters to persist.

A ballot box in Bath, Maine, the Sagadahoc County seat.  Stacey Cramp for The New York Times


Whatever the election outcome, Sergeant Skolfield does not expect it to lift the weight he carries. "It's always going to be there," he said.

In interviews outside a grocery store in Topsham, several voters said they believed firmly that the sheriff's office and the Army had both failed in the run-up to the shooting.

Hope Shaw, 50, of Topsham, said that she would reflect on her options and vote for the candidate she believed was "the lesser of two evils."

Bill Small, 69, of Bowdoinham, strained to find another option.

"I could do a write-in candidate," he mused. "But who?"

Both Sheriff Merry and Sergeant Skolfield said that changes made to Maine's "yellow flag" law after the shooting had made it easier to use.

The law, which took effect in 2020, had never been used in Sagadahoc County before the Lewiston shooting. In the 11 months after the killings, the sheriff's office used it 17 times for cases including a suicidal 17-year-old girl and an 83-year-old man threatening to shoot his wife.

"I've told them, if it looks like a threat, do it -- I don't care what the cost is," Sheriff Merry said, referring to his officers. "We're not taking any chances."

Statewide, the law's use increased more than tenfold after the shooting.

"Nobody wants to be --" Sheriff Merry paused, looking pained. Then he pointed a finger at himself.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/16/us/maine-county-sheriff-race-mass-shooting.html
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In Rural Wisconsin, Race Is an Undercurrent of the Presidential Election

Former President Donald Trump's recent attacks on his opponent could affect the vote. "It's a stirring of the pot," one voter said.

Video: 



By Dionne Searcey
Photographs by Vincent Alban
Reporting from Baraboo, Wis.


Oct 14, 2024 at 10:01 AM

The signs are everywhere that Sauk County, Wis., is a divided place.

Neighboring lawns display placards for Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald J. Trump. After a recent heated barroom argument, the bartender at the Square Tavern in Baraboo, the county seat, posted handwritten notes admonishing customers along the giant mirror behind the bar: "No Politics and No Religion."

Sauk County has been a presidential bellwether in recent years, voting for the winner in the past four elections. Like everywhere, voters here are split over which candidate will lower the cost of groceries and housing and who can best address issues like crime, abortion and especially immigration.

With the country now contemplating whether to support a Black woman for president and Mr. Trump stirring animosity, residents are also complaining about the divisive racial undercurrent in the campaign -- an issue that could influence the way voters here and in other swing state communities decide.

Sauk County, which is mostly white with a small but growing nonwhite population, has been roiled by its own racial skirmishes in recent years.

This summer, a county board meeting turned hostile over worries that refugees might someday settle nearby.

In May, at a high school graduation ceremony, a white parent rushed the stage to shove aside a Black school superintendent.

A few years earlier, a photo circulated of local boys standing on the courthouse steps making gestures tied to the white power movement.

Now, in the weeks since Ms. Harris, the daughter of Jamaican and Indian immigrants, replaced President Biden on the Democratic ticket, Mr. Trump has employed a new line of attack, questioning whether his opponent is truly Black and labeling her as a "D.E.I. candidate." In Sauk County, some residents side with the former president. Others say the remarks are racist.

The way the candidates' messaging is landing in places like Sauk County matters to both campaigns as they scramble to pick up votes across the battleground state of Wisconsin, where Ms. Harris and Mr. Trump are essentially tied. The vice president even sent Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont to campaign for her in Baraboo over the weekend.

"These things are dividing the people," said Ramona Hallmon, who is Black and operates a street ministry in Baraboo with her husband, Antowan Hallmon. "It's a stirring of the pot."

Some supporters of Ms. Harris here complain that much of Mr. Trump's message is aimed at stoking racist attitudes to earn him votes. Their chief example: Mr. Trump's proclamation from the debate stage that Haitian immigrants are eating cats and dogs.

The story is false, but there are signs in Sauk County that the strategy is helpful to Mr. Trump's campaign.

One Baraboo resident, Lori Miller, a travel agent, said she thought the former president's claim that Haitians were eating pets was likely "partly true."

"Have you been to Asian countries or to other parts of the U.S.?" she asked.

Mr. Trump's backers say it is Democrats who are using race to win votes, tossing around accusations of racism as a cudgel. His supporters say they are tired of being labeled racist or xenophobic for complaining about urgent issues, in particular immigration.

"The only place race is an issue is with liberals who want to insult you and use it as an insult to shut you up," said Stephen Hinke, who lives in Sauk County. "It does put you on the defensive."









In Sauk County, Wis., voters complained about the racial undercurrent of the presidential election. Clockwise from top left: David Olson waved to traffic with an American flag, a ritual he performs three times a week; Elise Patton passed out volunteer paperwork to members of the Sauk County Democratic Party at its headquarters in Baraboo; Stephen Hinke, attended a coffee hour at the Sauk County Republicans headquarters; Ed Taylor and Tony Calabrese talked politics outside a Democratic Party meeting.

Jerry Helmer, the Sauk County Republican Party chairman, said what voters in Sauk County are worried about is the economy, and they think Democratic elites such as Ms. Harris do not care about the middle class.

"I hear more and more that nobody knows what her policies are," said Mr. Helmer, who lives outside Baraboo in Prairie du Sac and is a candidate for the state legislature. "She comes off like a ditz."

But when Ms. Hallmon, who is backing Ms. Harris, hears people insult Ms. Harris's intelligence and question her qualifications, she wonders if they are simply masking fears about having a Black woman as president.

"When you talk about her inexperience, I just think that is a true excuse," she said. "It's another way of, I don't want to say microaggressions, but another way of how things are said to try to tear her down -- that she's a woman and that she's Black."

'Hate is being taught'

For many generations, Baraboo, population 12,600, was mostly known as the home of August Ringling, who started his circus here after coming to the United States "to escape the unstable political and economic conditions of his native Germany," according to an exhibit at Baraboo's Circus World museum.

For generations, Baraboo was mostly known as the birthplace of the Ringling Brothers Circus. Wisconsin Historical Society, via Getty Images


Most of the Ringling operation eventually moved to Florida. Today, Baraboo, with a courthouse square surrounded by a lovingly restored theater and bustling specialty stores, is home to a small college, a hospital and a handful of plastics-manufacturing businesses. The city, with its old Victorians and farmers market, is surrounded by cornfields that shimmer at sundown.

Ms. Hallmon calls Baraboo "a very beautiful, ugly place."

In 2018, the town drew unwanted attention after the courthouse photo circulated on social media. Sixty-some local boys, gussied up for the prom, posed for a portrait with many holding their arms in what appeared to be a Nazi salute. One of the boys formed his fingers into an "OK" sign, which has been used to symbolize white power.

The image tore apart the town. Some people said the students were minors unaware of the power of their actions. Some insisted the boys were merely waving goodbye.

Others, including Antowan Hallmon, who was building his congregation in Baraboo back then, saw it as a punch to the gut.

"You'd think that hate would die off," he said, "but hate is being taught and reborn."

The Hallmons joined Baraboo Acts Coalition, a movement to promote a sense of belonging among the community's diverse residents with events that include lectures and readings at the town bookstore.

"We heard from a lot of other voices of people who had experienced feeling uncomfortable in Baraboo and realized this wasn't just a one-time incident," said Marcy Huffaker, who is part of the city's small Jewish community and led the coalition.

Ana Cecilia Torres Pozada joined the movement because she remembered arriving in Baraboo from Peru in 2007 and feeling like an outsider. Back then, the police would pull over people who looked like her, she said, asking for citizenship papers.

Ana Cecilia Torres Pozada, the owner of Las Milpas, a Mexican restaurant and grocery store. She has joined Baraboo Acts, a movement aimed at bridging understanding among the community's diverse residents.


The Latino community has grown to about 4 percent of the population, big enough that Ms. Pozada, who is a U.S. citizen, opened a grocery and restaurant to cater to anyone looking for a taste of home.

During the Trump presidency, white customers sometimes came into her restaurant to suss out if she was a citizen, she said, asking Ms. Pozada how often she goes "home."

Ms. Pozada helps organize Celebrate Sauk, one of the coalition's events that shows off the county's diversity with food and dance.

Some organizers, including Ms. Hallmon, worry that the festival is reaching only like-minded residents.

"You get the same group of people that want to see change," Ms. Hallmon said, "but the ones who need change aren't in the room."

'A crash course on race and politics'

The Hallmons built a church, FaithWorks Ministries, of about 50 Black, white, Latino and Native American members in Baraboo and helped organize meals and laundry services for the needy, a task that took on new urgency in 2020 as Covid-19 spread.

That July, after a Minneapolis police officer killed George Floyd, Mr. Hallmon took part in a Black Lives Matter rally and march in Baraboo to stand up against inequity and injustice, he said.

Residents, including several of his church members, showed up to heckle him and other marchers.

Eventually, 17 members of Mr. Hallmon's congregation left the church over his involvement.

"I got a real good crash course on race and politics," he said.

Several months later, Mr. Hallmon and his wife were invited to join other ministers in the area on the courthouse steps for a gathering to pray for the country. He prayed for peace and unity. Other pastors prayed for God to block detractors of Mr. Trump.

To Mr. Hallmon, it felt like an open mic at a political rally. The couple left early.

"This is not what we stand for," he remembered thinking.

Ramona and Antowan Hallmon recently hosted Baraboo's first Juneteenth celebration. "It was a way to look at history, not to make you feel bad, but just to see what was done -- to get a better sense for how we got to where we are, so we can get past pointing fingers and the hate," Mr. Hallmon said.


This May, Baraboo was in the news again after a white parent rushed a high school graduation stage and pushed aside the Black school superintendent to keep him from shaking hands with the man's graduating daughter. A video of the episode circulated widely online.

Some people in the community said that the incident had nothing to do with race, and that the father was upset about disciplinary actions at the school. But Mr. Hallmon saw the event differently.

"It was like the audacity of white privilege to walk up in a ceremony and to push the superintendent," he said.

Two and half weeks later, the Hallmons, who are caring for ailing parents in Green Bay but have continued their street ministry in Baraboo, helped host the city's first Juneteeeth celebration. Mr. Hallmon screened a film about the history of the celebration, which marks the emancipation of enslaved people.

"It was a way to look at history, not to make you feel bad, but just to see what was done -- to get a better sense for how we got to where we are, so we can get past pointing fingers and the hate," Mr. Hallmon said.

'A secure country'

The divisions in Baraboo were evident on a recent afternoon of door knocking with Karen DeSanto, a Democrat running for the State Assembly. On the same block, three residents had three different ideas about the election: one undecided, one supporting Ms. Harris and the other backing Mr. Trump. Immigration was on everyone's mind.

In August, the county board of supervisors addressed the issue at a heated meeting to consider a resolution asking state lawmakers to give county officials more of a voice in whether refugees could settle in the area.

Board members tabled the resolution to the dismay of some residents, including many members of the Sauk County Republican Party who gathered recently for their weekly coffee and conversation.

Mike Dempsey, who supported the resolution, said Ms. Harris had been terrible at securing the nation's borders and needed to screen immigrants better, rather than bring "trash from in the streets from Venezuela."

"I don't hate anybody," said Mr. Dempsey, who called his hometown, Baraboo, "a communist stronghold" and labeled liberals as "Satanists." "I just want to have a secure country."

Later that same evening about 50 members of the Sauk County Democratic Party squeezed into a small room for a potluck around a spread of pizza, brownies and Jell-O desserts to talk about strategies for winning over rural voters.









A sign in a Baraboo bar urged "No Politics and No Religion," but elsewhere in the community residents were campaigning for former President Donald J. Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris.

Sarah Keyeski, a state legislative candidate, encouraged them to connect with voters on an emotional level.

"If we say the reason you don't want to vote for us is because you're a racist and you don't care about immigrants," she said, but before she could finish, she was interrupted by laughter from some members of the crowd acknowledging the ineffectiveness of that approach.

"It's true," one woman shouted.

Regardless of the outcome of the election, the Hallmons intend to reestablish their brick-and-mortar Christian congregation. They want to return to Baraboo, they said, to show other people who look like them that Sauk County can be welcoming.

"I think it's just good for people of color in this area to see other people of color," Ms. Hallmon said. "You can stand up, and you can be a part of this community, too."

Robert Gebeloff contributed reporting.


Read by Dionne Searcey



Audio produced by Adrienne Hurst.
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Local Officials Cannot Refuse to Certify Election Results, Georgia Judge Rules

The ruling cuts at the heart of a key argument made by right-wing activists since the 2020 election, when Donald Trump sought to disrupt the certification process as part of his bid to subvert the results.

A Georgia judge ruled that the effort to wrest control of certification was unconstitutional and against state law. Dustin Chambers for The New York Times



By Nick Corasaniti



Oct 15, 2024 at 04:52 PM

A county judge in Georgia has rejected an argument by allies of former President Donald J. Trump that local election officials have the power to refuse to certify election results, finding the process to be mandatory and one that must meet critical deadlines.

The ruling cuts at the heart of a key argument from right-wing activists following the 2020 election, when Mr. Trump sought to disrupt the certification process as part of his bid to subvert the results. In years since, right-wing groups have been seeking much broader authority and power over the certification process, an ambitious -- and legally dubious -- attempt to reimagine decades of settled law.

In May, Julie Adams, a member of the Fulton County Board of Elections and a close ally of right-wing election activists in Georgia, filed a lawsuit arguing that she had the right to refuse to certify an election. 

But Judge Robert C.I. McBurney ruled on Monday evening that the effort to wrest control of certification was unconstitutional and against state law, and that law enforcement and the courts remained the proper venue for any investigations, challenges or concerns about the integrity of an election.

"If election superintendents were, as Plaintiff urges, free to play investigator, prosecutor, jury, and judge and so -- because of a unilateral determination of error or fraud -- refuse to certify election results, Georgia voters would be silenced," Judge McBurney wrote. "Our Constitution and our Election Code do not allow for that to happen."

In a statement sent by Vice President Kamala Harris's campaign, Democrats, who intervened in the suit in December, heralded the decision as protecting the will of voters. "Donald Trump and MAGA Republicans don't get to decide who wins elections -- voters do," the statement said.

Ms. Adams said in a statement that she welcomed the decision. 

"It is my belief that having access to the entire election process will allow every board member to know and have confidence in the true and accurate results before the time for certification," Ms. Adams said in a statement.

Judge McBurney acknowledged in his ruling that debates over certification had confused some local election officials, and he sought to clarify their role.

"Superintendents (and the staff to whom they may delegate some of these responsibilities) are rule-writers, personnel trainers and managers, logisticians, marketers, and accountants. Much of what they do is left to their broad, reasoned discretion," he wrote. "But not everything -- some things an election superintendent must do, either in a certain way or by a certain time, with no discretion to do otherwise. Certification is one of those things."

Judge McBurney, who was appointed to the court by Gov. Nathan Deal, a Republican, in 2012, also oversaw the special grand jury investigation into election interference by Mr. Trump, who was subsequently indicted along with 18 allies on charges including racketeering.

Election certification has been a particular focus in Georgia this year. In addition to Ms. Adams's lawsuit, the Georgia State Election Board passed a rule in August giving local election officials the power to conduct a "reasonable inquiry" into the election before certification.

Republican and Democratic election officials in Georgia voiced concerns about the rule passed by the State Election Board, which has recently been governed by a right-wing majority. Officials have argued that the new rule was vague and provided no limits on the inquiry, and could lead to delays or missed certification deadlines.

Democrats filed a lawsuit challenging the rule, warning that it could create chaos on Election Day. That case is still pending.

In his ruling, Judge McBurney sought to offer some clarity on the issue, stating that delays in documents or information are no justification for refusing to certify, and that any irregularities uncovered by a local election official were to be handled by law enforcement.

"While the superintendent must investigate concerns about miscounts and must report those concerns to a prosecutor if they persist after she investigates, the existence of those concerns, those doubts, and those worries is not cause to delay or decline certification," Judge McBurney wrote. "That is simply not an option for this particular ministerial function in the superintendent's broader portfolio of functions."

He added: "Any delay in receiving such information is not a basis for refusing to certify the election results or abstaining from doing so."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/15/us/elections/georgia-election-ruling.html
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Judge Blocks Hand-Counting of Election Ballots in Georgia

The ruling was confined to the current election, halting the measure from going into effect for 2024 while the judge further weighs its merits in the future.

People lined up on the first day of early voting on Tuesday, in Tucker, Ga. Matthew Pearson/WABE, via Associated Press



By Nick Corasaniti



Oct 16, 2024 at 03:19 AM

A county judge in Georgia on Tuesday blocked a new rule mandating a hand count of election ballots across the state. Enacting such a sweeping change for the November election, he said, was "too much, too late."

Judge Robert C.I. McBurney did not, however, knock down the rule outright; his decision was confined to the current election, halting the rule from taking effect for 2024 while he further weighs its merits.

The rule, passed last month by the State Election Board, would have required poll workers across Georgia to break open sealed containers of ballots and count them by hand to ensure that the total number of ballots matched the total counted by tabulating machines. (It would not have required officials to tally for whom the ballots were cast.)

But Judge McBurney agreed with challenges from several county election boards that the rule was made too close to the election.

"Clearly the S.E.B. believes that the hand count rule is smart election policy -- and it may be right," Judge McBurney said, using shorthand for State Election Board. "But the timing of its passage makes implementation now quite wrong."

The rule was one of many new election provisions approved in Georgia since summer that hewed closely to policy goals of right-wing election activists. It was a key achievement of the State Election Board, which has recently been governed by a 3-2 right-wing majority.

The hand-counting measure was met with near universal opposition from local election officials, the secretary of state and the attorney general, all of whom warned that the change was made too close to the election. The attorney general's office specifically warned that the election board could also be overstepping its authority by mandating such a significant change to election procedures.

The rule was set to go into effect on Oct. 22, seven days after early voting started and, as Judge McBurney noted, "on the very fortnight of the election."

Officials from the State Election Board did not immediately respond to requests for comment.

In a statement from Vice President Kamala Harris's campaign, Democrats celebrated the decision from Judge McBurney.

"From the beginning, this rule was an effort to delay election results to sow doubt in the outcome, and our democracy is stronger thanks to this decision to block it," the statement said. "We will continue fighting to ensure that voters can cast their ballot knowing it will count."

In addition to his qualms about the timing of the rule, Judge McBurney criticized it as being overly vague, especially without proper guidance for local officials.

"As of today, there are no guidelines or training tools for the implementation of the hand count rule," Judge McBurney wrote. "Nor will there be any forthcoming: the secretary of state cautioned the S.E.B. before it passed the hand count rule that passage would be too close in time to the election for his office to provide meaningful training or support."

People signed in to cast their votes on the first day of early voting, on Tuesday in Atlanta, Ga. Megan Varner/Getty Images


The decision was the second such ruling affecting elections in Georgia from Judge McBurney in 24 hours. Late Monday night, he rejected an argument by allies of former President Donald J. Trump that local election officials have the power to refuse to certify election results, finding the process to be mandatory and one that must meet critical deadlines.

In his decision on Tuesday, Judge McBurney, who was appointed to the court by Gov. Nathan Deal, a Republican, in 2012, made reference to the former president's attempts to subvert the 2020 election.

"This election season is fraught; memories of Jan. 6 have not faded away, regardless of one's view of that date's fame or infamy," the judge wrote. "Anything that adds uncertainty and disorder to the electoral process disserves the public."

The rule itself, the judge wrote, does not necessarily add to uncertainty, and could perhaps fit within the board's role of passing rules to ensure a free, fair and orderly election in future years. But the late-hour passage of the rule undermined that effort, he found.

"A rule that introduces a new and substantive role on the eve of election for more than 7,500 poll workers who will not have received any formal, cohesive or consistent training and that allows for our paper ballots -- the only tangible proof of who voted for whom -- to be handled multiple times by multiple people following an exhausting Election Day all before they are securely transported to the official tabulation center does not contribute to lessening the tension or boosting the confidence of the public for this election."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/15/us/elections/georgia-ballot-hand-count-ruling.html
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Trump Draws, and Repels, Nevada Latinos With His Anti-Immigrant Message

For some, Donald J. Trump's incessant attacks on immigrants are too much. Still, many appear prepared to look past his escalations and back a candidate they believe will help their livelihoods.

Former President Donald J. Trump during a campaign event on Saturday with Latino leaders in North Las Vegas, Nev. Mikayla Whitmore for The New York Times



By Benjamin Oreskes
Reporting from Las Vegas


Oct 16, 2024 at 10:06 AM

Two months ago, Javier Barajas hosted former President Donald J. Trump at Il Toro E La Capra, one of five restaurants he owns in Las Vegas.

Mr. Barajas, 65, had eagerly backed Hillary Clinton when she ran for president in 2008; he previously welcomed President Biden to one of his other restaurants. But he has thrown his support to Mr. Trump this year for one major reason: skyrocketing prices on everything from the ingredients in his entrees to the gas for his catering truck.

His nephew, Justin Favela, was crafting a piece of traditional Mexican folk art from tissue paper when he began receiving angry and confused texts from friends and family who had seen the news of Mr. Trump's visit on social media and the nightly news.

Mr. Favela, a 38-year-old artist, has economic concerns that resemble his uncle's. Higher rents, increased costs for the supplies to create his art and student loans leave him stressed about his future.

But he will cast a reluctant vote for Vice President Kamala Harris, spurred primarily by Mr. Trump's increasingly dark and racist portrayals of immigrants like those in his own family.

"I work 12 hours a day just to be alive -- just to be able to pay rent. I can't even afford a house. The Democrats have been weak," Mr. Favela said, describing how the cost of a gallon of glue, which is essential for his work, has doubled in the last three years.

"But gun to my head I would not vote for Trump," he added. "To still vote for somebody that called everybody from Mexico rapists and has these terrible violent border policies shows that you're not interested in supporting humanity and helping people, you're interested in the bottom dollar."

"I work 12 hours a day just to be alive -- just to be able to pay rent. I can't even afford a house. The Democrats have been weak," said Justin Favela, a 38-year-old artist in Las Vegas. "But gun to my head I would not vote for Trump," he added.  Mikayla Whitmore for The New York Times


The former president has braided his economic pitch that Americans would be better off under a second Trump administration to increasingly vitriolic and openly nativist attacks on undocumented immigrants. Appealing to voters of color, he has frequently claimed migrants are taking jobs and housing that might otherwise go to Black and Latino Americans, accusations that are not supported by available data. In rally after rally, he has cast migrants as a violent invading force responsible for degraded life in America's towns and cities, and promised "the largest mass deportation operation in history."

The message is registering among Nevada's Latino voters in the closing weeks of the campaign. Interviews with nearly two dozen such voters, of various ideological stripes, reveal similar rifts between friends and family over whom to support. For some, despite the financial concerns that might otherwise sway them toward Mr. Trump, his incessant attacks on immigrants are too much. Still, many appear prepared to look past his escalations and back a candidate they believe will help their livelihoods.

Mr. Barajas's frustrations capture the potency of the Republicans' economic argument. Nevada's service-heavy economy was crushed by the pandemic, and while the recovery has been strong, the state still has the highest unemployment rate nationally and some of the highest prices for gas and groceries.

"I used to pay three years ago, $32 for a case of eggs. Now it's about $100" for the same crate of about 200 eggs, said Mr. Barajas, who arrived in the United States from Mexico in 1978 illegally and became a citizen in the early 1990s.

He added: "I don't trust Trump 100 percent, but much better than Kamala. I know he is going to make mistakes. I know he is not going to do everything he says, but I know he is going to do much better for this country."

Javier Barajas hosted Mr. Trump at Il Toro E La Capra, one of his Las Vegas restaurants, for a campaign event in August. Mr. Barajas, who is Mr. Favela's uncle, has become a staunch supporter of Mr. Trump. Roger Kisby for The New York Times


Latino voters have been a key part of the coalition that has propelled Democrats to success in Nevada for the last 20 years. Ms. Harris's campaign has promoted economic proposals that they believe would bring down the cost of staples, as well as housing. Nationally, the campaign has run millions in Spanish language television advertising and said it would spend close to $3 million in October on Spanish-language radio advertising. They didn't offer numbers specific to Nevada.

Emilia Pablo, a spokeswoman for the campaign, said in a statement that Democrats were working to "drive home the stark choice they face at the ballot box this election." She pointed to Mr. Trump repeatedly pushing for mass deportations, separating migrant children from their families and calling for the end to birthright citizenship.

Added Matt A. Barreto, a campaign pollster for the Harris campaign, "While some people may like Trump on the economy, they are not willing to give up their morals and give up American democracy and the Harris campaign is making a heavy play for those voters because of Trump's extremism."

He added, "Trump is not winning Latinos on the economy, but yes there are Latino Republicans who vote Republican."

Still, Mr. Trump surprised in 2020 when he picked up 36 percent support from Latino voters nationally, up from 28 percent in 2016, according to the Pew Research Center. A recent national New York Times/Siena College poll found that 56 percent of Latinos support Vice President Kamala Harris, while 37 percent back Mr. Trump.

The poll showed that Latino women back Ms. Harris in much higher numbers than Mr. Trump; it also indicated that Mr. Trump's escalating attacks on immigrants had not driven Latino voters to Ms. Harris. Two-thirds of those surveyed said they believed Mr. Trump was not referring to people like them when he spoke about immigrants. (Half of foreign-born Hispanic voters said the same.)

The survey also indicated a receptiveness to Mr. Trump's policy stances like building a wall along the U.S.-Mexico border and deporting immigrants.

Jesus Marquez, a local political consultant and Trump surrogate, said Democrats thought Mr. Trump's views on the border would hurt him.

"It's actually resonating with Latinos," Mr. Marquez said. "Legal Latinos, who are voting and paying taxes, it's becoming a burden to them. They don't like the open border situation."

Latinos make up about 20 percent of the electorate in Nevada and are thus a key swing vote in a swing state. Former President George W. Bush was the last Republican presidential nominee to win Nevada, in his 2004 re-election bid.

Culinary Workers Union canvassers knocked on doors on behalf of the Harris campaign in East Las Vegas, Nev., last week. Latinos make up about 20 percent of the electorate in Nevada. Mikayla Whitmore for The New York Times


Support for Mr. Trump's border stances was evident even among Latino voters who said his anti-immigrant escalations would keep them from voting for him in November.

Tony Munoz, a former police officer who runs a catering business in Las Vegas, recently visited family in Juarez, Mexico, and said he was shocked by what he saw as a humanitarian disaster at the border, and faulted Democrats and Republicans for failing to manage it.

He has voted for Republicans in the past and would again -- just not Mr. Trump.

"The rhetoric that Trump spilled on migrants, I'm not for it," he said.

"Calling us murderers, rapists and drug dealers. It just hurts me as a Latino. It hurts me as just a person."

However, Mr. Barajas, who after arriving in the United States fell in love with President Ronald Reagan's strength and speaking style, separates his own experience as an undocumented immigrant from those that Mr. Trump demonizes.

"I came to work. I used to work two jobs. I didn't ask the government for any money. I don't mind people coming to work. They now come to" commit crimes, he said, using the Spanish word. (While Mr. Trump routinely claims falsely that undocumented immigrants are fueling a "migrant crime" wave, national crime statistics do not support that assertion.)

As the clock ticks down to Election Day, both candidates are working hard to win Latino support.

Ms. Harris's campaign, conscious that the border and the economy are issues that tend to favor Mr. Trump, has focused on conveying to voters that she would be a better, more stable bet on both. Her campaign released an ad in August promising she would hire thousands of more Border Patrol officials and ending with: "Fixing the border is tough. So is Kamala Harris."

During a Univision town hall of undecided Latino voters in Las Vegas last week, Ms. Harris was pressed repeatedly on the cost of living and talked up her proposals to tackle price gouging and make housing more affordable.

"The economy is top of mind, like that doesn't change whether you were born here or you weren't born here," said Melissa Morales, the president of Somos Votantes and Somos PAC, which has about 250 paid canvassers going door-to-door to lift Latino turnout for Ms. Harris and other Democrats in the state.

A canvasser from Somos Votantes gave Antonio Montes a yard sign last week. "The policies of the presidency take a while to kick in. So in reality the problems in the economy here could be Donald Trump's fault," said Mr. Montes, who is leaning toward voting for Ms. Harris. Mikayla Whitmore for The New York Times


Last week, Antonio Montes, 22, stood at his front door chatting with a Somos PAC canvasser in a working-class section of Las Vegas. Mr. Montes, who installs solar panels and doesn't pay much attention to the election, voted for Mr. Biden in 2020 and is leaning toward Ms. Harris.

"I know a lot of people say that, 'Oh, Donald Trump brought the economy up,'" said Mr. Montes, whose chief issue is the economy as he struggles to keep up on rent. "But in reality, I don't feel like he really did. I feel like it was the president before him. The policies of the presidency take a while to kick in. So in reality the problems in the economy here could be Donald Trump's fault."
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Nebraska Supreme Court Upholds Voting Rights for Felons

Legislators voted to restore voting rights to more people convicted of felonies, but a dispute over that law's constitutionality created pre-election confusion.

A vote at the Nebraska State Capitol earlier this year cleared the way for residents to cast ballots immediately after finishing prison or parole terms. Madeline Cass for The New York Times



By Mitch Smith



Oct 16, 2024 at 03:04 PM

Nebraska's Supreme Court ordered the secretary of state on Wednesday to allow people with felony convictions to vote after finishing their sentences, resolving confusion about who can participate in this year's election.

The court rejected an argument by the state attorney general that lawmakers had overstepped in extending voting rights to those with convictions. The ruling came with early balloting in the state already underway and voter registration deadlines approaching quickly, and was expected to affect thousands of potential voters.

The makeup of the state's electorate can carry special importance in presidential races because of the way Nebraska splits its Electoral College votes by congressional district, rather than using the winner-take-all approach of most states. Nebraska also has a competitive U.S. Senate race this year, as well as a tightly contested U.S. House race in the Omaha area.

Nebraska, which usually votes Republican in statewide races, was part of a national trend in loosening voting rules for people with criminal records. In 2005, lawmakers in the state abolished a lifetime voting ban for people convicted of felonies, but continued to require people to wait two years to vote after finishing their sentences. This year, in a bipartisan vote, lawmakers got rid of that waiting period, clearing the way for people to cast ballots immediately after finishing prison and parole terms.

Gov. Jim Pillen, a Republican, allowed the bill to become law without his signature, but the measure attracted skepticism from Attorney General Mike Hilgers and Secretary of State Bob Evnen, both Republicans.

Just before the new measure was set to take effect this summer, Mr. Hilgers released a written opinion saying that both the new law and the 2005 law were improper. He argued that under the Nebraska Constitution, only the state's Board of Pardons could restore voting rights to someone with a felony conviction. Mr. Evnen then instructed county election officials to stop registering voters with felony convictions. The Board of Pardons is made up of Mr. Pillen, Mr. Hilgers and Mr. Evnen.

Mr. Hilgers said in a statement that said "we appreciate the Supreme Court's consideration of this important issue and are grateful that the Court provided clarity before the election." Mr. Evnen said in a statement that he had directed local officials to begin registering new voters made eligible under the law.

"The Supreme Court has resolved this issue and we are following the requirements of the decision," Mr. Evnen said. 

Supporters of the law expanding voting rights sued over the implementation of Mr. Hilgers's opinion on behalf of two people who said they were hoping to vote this year. (A third man was involved initially but withdrew from the suit.) They argued that the Legislature had been within its rights to expand voting rights and criticized Mr. Hilgers and Mr. Evnen for injecting confusion and uncertainty into the registration process just before an election. One group, Civic Nebraska, said that after the attorney general's opinion was published, it had to cancel voter registration events for people who had finished criminal sentences.

Those groups celebrated the ruling on Wednesday.

"Given the sheer scale of disenfranchisement that this decision corrects, there is no question that it will be remembered as one of our state's most consequential voting rights decisions," said Jane Seu, a lawyer for the American Civil Liberties Union of Nebraska, who argued the case in court. "For Nebraskans who have been caught up in this mess for the last few months, the key takeaway is this: if you are done with all terms of your sentence, you are eligible to vote, and there is now a court decision backing that up."

During oral arguments in late August, a justice asked Nebraska's solicitor general whether the fact that many people with felony convictions had already been allowed to vote for nearly two decades should affect their decision. The solicitor general, Eric Hamilton, said it should have no bearing.

"The last 19 years are contrasted against 130 years of unbroken practice in this state of re-enfranchisement through executive clemency," Mr. Hamilton said.




The Nebraska Supreme Court is composed of six justices appointed by Republican governors and one appointed by a Democratic governor.

The debate in Nebraska played out at a time when Republican officials in several states are seeking to to tighten voter registration rules or reconsidering when people with felony convictions should be eligible to cast ballots.

This summer, the U.S. Supreme Court allowed Arizona to require that people using a state form to register to vote show proof of citizenship. In Virginia last year, Gov. Glenn Youngkin, a Republican, said he had rescinded a policy that automatically restored voting rights to residents who had completed felony sentences. And former President Donald J. Trump's campaign criticized Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, the Democratic nominee for vice president, for signing a law that allows people with felony convictions to vote after they complete their prison sentences. (Mr. Trump was convicted of felonies in New York this year.)

In presidential elections in Nebraska, two electoral votes are awarded to the statewide winner and one vote is awarded to the winner in each of the three congressional districts. Two of the districts, and the state as a whole, are firmly Republican. But the Second District, in and around Omaha, is a swing district that supported President Biden in 2020 and Mr. Trump in 2016.

That district could help determine partisan control of the U.S. House of Representatives. The incumbent Republican, Don Bacon, a relatively moderate retired Air Force general, is facing a challenge from State Senator Tony Vargas, a Democrat who has attracted funding from national groups.

Polls in the state have also shown a competitive U.S. Senate race between Senator Deb Fischer, the Republican incumbent, and Dan Osborn, a political independent.
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Big Money Flowed to Pro-Trump Groups in the Past Three Months

Three people -- Elon Musk, Miriam Adelson and Dick Uihlein -- put a combined $220 million into groups supporting Donald J. Trump in July, August and September.

Elon Musk joined former President Donald J. Trump at a rally in Butler, Pa., this month. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Theodore Schleifer



Oct 16, 2024 at 10:04 AM

Quite a bit happened in presidential politics this summer. But the money behind much of it has been somewhat hidden -- until now.

Much of the big money that flowed into outside groups to support former President Donald J. Trump, President Biden and then Vice President Kamala Harris was disclosed on Tuesday in filings with the Federal Election Commission.

Both Ms. Harris's and Mr. Trump's joint fund-raising committees -- organizations that accept donations of up to nearly $1 million -- shared their lists of donors, revealing celebrity and billionaire backers. Ms. Harris has been on an enormous fund-raising binge since assuming the Democratic nomination this summer, and her high-dollar group raised more than four times the amount that Mr. Trump's did.

The very biggest donations were routed to super PACs, which do not have contribution limits. And while Ms. Harris's main super PAC has disclosed its contributions monthly, most of Mr. Trump's groups had not done so since July.

Here are some big-money highlights of the new financial disclosure reports, which tell the story of the third quarter: July, August and September.

Elon Musk's Trump budget: $75 million.

Elon Musk, the world's richest man and the leader of Tesla and X, has invested $75 million in the super PAC that he created earlier this year, America PAC, according to the most-anticipated filing of Tuesday's deadline. That total was actually a bit less than some people close to the group thought he might donate; they expected Mr. Musk to clear $100 million in giving from July to September.

America PAC has been one of the most ambitious efforts from a political megadonor during this election cycle. Mr. Musk and his group of allied tech billionaires have sought to effectively start a voter canvassing program outside of the Trump campaign itself. Mr. Musk intentionally did not donate any money before July 1 so it would not be reported publicly until October. His first contribution, $5 million, came on July 3.

Mr. Musk, who has emerged as a close confidant of Mr. Trump, gave $15 million in July, $30 million in August, and $30 million more in September. The group listed no other donors.

Mr. Musk also donated $1 million to Early Vote Action, a super PAC doing voter turnout work in Pennsylvania.

A smaller pro-Trump voter-canvassing group started by an ally of JD Vance, Turnout for America, raised only $18.5 million. That was less than expected for a group that set out to raise $45 million to mobilize pro-Trump voters and has gotten key support from the former president.

Adelson follows through on her $100 million plan.

Miriam Adelson has had a topsy-turvy relationship with Mr. Trump. But her fervent support for Trumpism becomes clear in the filings. She followed through on what her aides said she would do at the beginning of the general election, despite the sometimes chilly relations with the former president. Ms. Adelson put $25 million a month into her pro-Trump super PAC, Preserve America, in July, August and early September, and then $20 million more in late September. This was on top of $5 million earlier in the year.

Miriam Adelson with former President Donald J. Trump during an event marking the anniversary of Hamas's brutal attack on Israel.  Doug Mills/The New York Times


Ms. Adelson, and her late husband, the casino magnate Sheldon Adelson, have always preferred to do their own thing, and Preserve America has no other major donors. Even after her husband's death, Ms. Adelson, to the Republicans who depend on her largess, is dependable.

The Wisconsin shipping magnate behind Trump.

A Trump supporter who emerged as a bigger player than expected was Dick Uihlein, the chief executive of the shipping company Uline and one of the wealthiest people in the Midwest. Mr. Uihlein put a staggering $49 million last quarter into a super PAC he steers, Restoration PAC, which in turn dispensed most of his money into a collection of pro-Trump and other Republican groups, including Turnout for America. The super PAC has also run its own pro-Trump advertisements.

Mr. Uihlein's gifts to support Mr. Trump had been more modest until now; this spending puts him on the list of the very biggest disclosed donors from either party this cycle.

A super PAC with market savvy.

Another pro-Trump group, Right for America, took in $28 million during the summer months, including $5 million total from the venture capitalists Marc Andreessen and Ben Horowitz in July, a week after they made a surprise endorsement of Mr. Trump. (Mr. Horowitz has since un-endorsed Mr. Trump.)

In an unusual move, Right for America appears to have made some money by investing its assets, taking in $2.3 million in dividends, interest and other federal receipts over the course of the calendar year, per its report. Sergio Gor, the leader of the group, said only $800,000 of that money was interest, and it was because the group decided to deploy its assets into the market rather than keeping them in a checking account, as most political groups do.

Trump and Harris's big-money donors revealed.

Ms. Harris's big-money fund-raising committee, the Harris Victory Fund, raised a staggering $633 million between July 1 and Sept. 30. That is about 50 percent more than Mr. Biden raised during the same period in 2020.

It was, of course, the most consequential three-month period of the campaign for Democrats: Mr. Biden was replaced as the presidential nominee by Ms. Harris. (What was called the Biden Victory Fund became the Harris Victory Fund.)

Donors who gave the legal maximum ($929,600) or close to it included the top Hollywood agent Ari Emanuel; the crypto billionaire venture capitalist Tim Draper, a longtime Republican donor; and the philanthropists Melinda French Gates and Laurene Powell Jobs.

Vice President Kamala Harris's big-money fund-raising committee raised $633 million between July 1 and Sept. 30. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


Mr. Trump's most comparable high-dollar fund-raising committee, Trump 47, took in $145 million during the summer. Mr. Trump's backers included his usual supporters, plus some prominent names from the business world. People cutting six-figure checks included Mr. Andreessen, the former Commanders owner Dan Snyder, the fight promoter Dana White, former Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin and the hedge fund billionaire Bill Ackman.

The committee has recently been paying for Trump campaign events to save the campaign money. The committee's filing showed about $12 million in spending that otherwise would have been shouldered by the campaign itself.

The committee raised about $25 million more than a similar group did in the same quarter of 2020.

These high-dollar committees typically disburse their assets to the candidates's own principal committees, along with state and national parties. Mr. Trump and Ms. Harris's principal campaign committees, along with their allied party committees, won't file their fund-raising reports until Oct. 20. Mr. Trump has said that in September he and his joint fund-raising committees raised a total of $160 million; Ms. Harris's team, eager to avoid making her donors complacent, have not yet announced a comparable figure.

The Republicans behind those Kennedy ads.

Super PACs sometimes take advantage of disclosure deadlines to hide who is funding their group for as long as possible. Now, though, even crafty groups have to disclose.

The New York Times reported earlier this year that one group that was promoting Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s liberal positions had appeared, actually, to be a Republican operation. And indeed that's the case. The group airing those pro-Kennedy ads, SAG PAC, was revealed on Tuesday to be entirely financed by a pro-Trump nonprofit group, Securing American Greatness, with $15 million, as part of an attempt by Republicans to make Mr. Kennedy more attractive to liberals.

Another play laid bare by new filings was a dark-money organization called Building America's Future, and the groups it funded. Building America's Future, led by former top aides to Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida and which has raised money from Mr. Musk, was revealed on Tuesday to be behind two of this cycle's most controversial super PACs, putting $16 million into those entities. The group also put almost $4 million into a super PAC called Stand for Us PAC.
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Trump Leans On Creative Bookkeeping to Keep Up in Cash Race

Donald J. Trump's official campaign committee has a payroll of fewer than a dozen and has found ways for another account to pick up the tab for his rallies.

A rally for former President Donald J. Trump in Prescott, Ariz., on Sunday. Mr. Trump's campaign has tried to limit costs by having allied groups pay for rentals of some of his rally sites and keeping staff members on those groups' payrolls and not the campaign's. Anna Watts for The New York Times



By Shane Goldmacher and Maggie Haberman



Oct 15, 2024 at 03:28 PM

Donald J. Trump's political operation has been taking extraordinary measures in a bid to stay financially competitive with Vice President Kamala Harris, deploying aggressive and creative accounting strategies that test the legal limits of how far a candidate can go to offload the core costs of running for president.

The most startling example is the official payroll of the former president's campaign committee. He had only 11 people on it, as of August.

That is a tiny fraction of the more than 200 people Mr. Trump had on his campaign payroll four years ago and the more than 600 people on Ms. Harris's campaign payroll in August, federal records show.

The reason Mr. Trump now has so few on the payroll is that he is shuffling costs from his campaign committee to other accounts allied or shared with the Republican Party. The goal of the seemingly arcane accounting maneuver is to free up millions of dollars, which would otherwise be locked up in party and fund-raising accounts, to spend on television ads for Mr. Trump.

And the shifting of payroll is just one piece of the financial puzzle.

Mr. Trump has also not been using his campaign committee to pay for many of the big rallies that are the signature events of his campaign, according to two people with knowledge of his accounting who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss internal matters. Instead, the Trump team is, for accounting purposes, treating those events as fund-raisers by including backstage photo lines for contributors or donor round tables.

Mr. Trump and Senator JD Vance of Ohio greeting supporters backstage before a campaign rally in Asheboro, N.C., in August. Doug Mills/The New York Times


Some offloading of staff and other costs onto party or shared accounts is typical in presidential campaigns. A number of people working heavily to elect Ms. Harris, for instance, are on the payroll of the Democratic National Committee. But Mr. Trump has pursued this strategy to the extreme.

"This is bending the rules to their breaking point," said Dan Weiner, the director of the Elections and Government Program at the Brennan Center for Justice. "It's clearly exploiting some technical ambiguity in the law to do something that's never been done before."

The combined savings on his rallies, the shrunken payroll and some online ads he has also pushed onto joint accounts is expected to top $10 million, and possibly far more.

Brian Hughes, a spokesman for Mr. Trump, said the campaign was raising and spending money "in a responsible manner."

"The Trump-Vance campaign and affiliated committees are in full and complete compliance with all election laws and regulations," Mr. Hughes said. "Our contributions and expenditures are reported in compliance with those laws and regulations."

The extent of Mr. Trump's cost-shuffling, which has not previously been reported, will be revealed in new campaign filings this week. Some of the accounts that Mr. Trump has shifted expenses to have not had to publicly disclose their finances since June 30.

Behind the scenes, Mr. Trump's advisers have spent months devising ways to shed as many costs as possible from his campaign's main 2024 committee to avoid what happened four years ago, when he pulled back on some advertising amid a cash crunch in the late stages of the race.

At the core of the Trump approach is the fact that not all cash is created equal in presidential campaigns.

The money in a candidate's official election committee is the most valuable. It's the money that generally must be used to pay for expensive television ads at the cheapest rates. It's also the most scarce because that account has a contribution limit of $3,300 per donor in the general election.

In contrast, the Trump 47 Committee, which splits its proceeds between the Republican National Committee, state parties and the Trump campaign, can collect checks as large as $924,600 per person.

So the Trump team has shifted as many costs as possible onto shared accounts like the Trump 47 Committee or the Republican National Committee itself.

The aggressive accounting appears to be a bet that the federal campaign watchdog agency, the Federal Election Commission, is unlikely to do anything to rein in Mr. Trump. The commission is divided equally between Democrats and Republicans and has generally done little to dissuade or crack down on candidates who stretch the rules.

In fact, an opinion from the Federal Election Commission earlier this year opened the doors for candidates to directly coordinate with otherwise independent super PACs for door-knocking and get-out-the-vote operations. The Trump team for months has discussed how it is relying on those new rules to save money.

In addition to the payroll and rally costs, Mr. Trump's team has been using another account shared with the party, the Trump National Committee, to pay for millions of dollars in online ads that are virtually identical to ones that have run on television and have been paid for by the campaign.

The difference in those ads is a thin strip at the top with white text that urges people to donate to Mr. Trump. That is enough, the Trump team has determined, to consider them fund-raising pitches rather than traditional ads that a campaign must foot the bill for.

The joint account has paid roughly $5 million for those ads, Google records show.

Last week, the F.E.C. deadlocked on a somewhat similar matter involving Senate Republicans who were using shared accounts with the party to pay for TV ads that asked for donations.

For Mr. Trump's June rally at Temple University's Liacouras Center in Philadelphia, the venue rental was paid for not by his campaign but by a joint fund-raising account, the Trump 47 Committee. Michelle Gustafson for The New York Times


The money Mr. Trump's campaign has saved on rally costs, payroll and some online advertising is being poured into television ads in the race's closing weeks. Even as Ms. Harris has raised $1 billion in less than three months, Mr. Trump was set to spend nearly the same amount as her on television in October and November, according to data from AdImpact, an ad-tracking service.

The payroll savings Mr. Trump has achieved is substantial.

In July and August, Mr. Trump reported roughly $333,000 in payroll-related costs compared with $9.25 million for Ms. Harris. Indeed, Ms. Harris has spent roughly the same amount on health insurance ($305,309) as Mr. Trump paid his entire payroll in those months. Both campaigns also pay some advisers, including some of Mr. Trump's top strategists, through consulting arrangements.

Mr. Trump's payroll is far smaller now than it was at the start of the year. He had 60 people on his campaign's payroll who received at least $3,000 in January, records show.

Mr. Trump has even found ways to subsidize the 11 people on his campaign's official payroll. Five of those officials also received paychecks from his PAC, Save America, in July and August, among them Walt Nauta, his personal aide and former co-defendant in the classified documents case that was dismissed by a Trump-appointed federal judge.

Mr. Trump's PAC has chiefly paid for legal fees during his presidential run but supported his political operation after he left the White House and until he declared his 2024 candidacy in late 2022.

The rally savings are big, too. The price tags for his bigger events typically climb well above $100,000.

For instance, Mr. Trump and Ms. Harris both held rallies this summer at the same site, the Liacouras Center at Temple University.

Ms. Harris used the arena for her splashy rollout of her running mate, Gov. Tim Walz. Her campaign committee reported paying Temple University more than $325,000 around the time of the event, records show.

Mr. Trump held a rally there in June, but his campaign did not foot the $108,100 rental fee, according to federal records. His joint fund-raising account, the Trump 47 Committee, did.

Rachel Shorey contributed reporting.
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In Race for Congress, Republican Election Deniers and Skeptics Seek Swing Seats

G.O.P. candidates in critical House districts have sought to moderate or gloss over their past questioning of the 2020 election results, as well as hard-right positions on social issues.

Gabe Evans, now a Republican congressional nominee in Colorado, replied, "no-ish" when asked in January whether the 2020 election was "stolen from President Donald Trump." Michael Ciaglo/Getty Images



By Annie Karni
Reporting from Washington


Oct 16, 2024 at 05:57 PM

Back in January, three Republicans vying for their party's nomination in a highly competitive Colorado congressional district north of Denver were asked for a yes-or-no answer about whether the 2020 election was "stolen from President Donald Trump."

One hemmed and hawed before finally answering yes. The second offered a quick and decisive no. The third candidate -- and the one who would emerge as the nominee for a seat that Republicans hope to flip next month in their drive to keep control of the House -- equivocated.

"No-ish," replied Gabe Evans, the 38-year-old state representative who is running to unseat Representative Yadira Caraveo, a first-term Democrat and the state's first Latina member of Congress.

Mr. Evans is working to appeal to voters in this tossup district as a pragmatic Republican, calling himself a "common-sense" politician and in one ad proclaiming that "Yadira Caraveo is the real extremist." But if he makes it to Congress next year, Mr. Evans will be part of a new class of Republicans who reflect the shift to the right that has been taking place within the party, even among those who represent purple districts.

Republicans who have denied the 2020 election results or refused to commit to accepting the 2024 outcome, and who hold more extreme views on social issues, are running in critical congressional races throughout the country. They are poised to replace the mainstream conservatives who once formed the spine of the G.O.P. in Congress, and who have either left or been purged by a party that regards them as insufficiently hard-line or insufficiently loyal to Mr. Trump.

Should they win their races and help Republicans maintain the majority in the House, these candidates will have a role to play in the certification of the 2024 presidential election -- and in shaping the ideological agenda of the new Congress.

Mr. Evans, for instance, previously said he supported a national abortion ban -- "if the circumstances wouldn't warrant killing a born person," he wrote in 2022, "the unborn also should not be killed" -- but he has since said that he does not support such a ban. At a debate last week, Mr. Evans, who voted against a ban on corporal punishment in Colorado public schools, was asked three times to say when he believed it was appropriate for children to be hit in school. The moderator moved on when it became clear that Mr. Evans did not intend to answer the question.

Mr. Evans has also continued to punt on the legitimacy of the 2020 election, saying, "These aren't yes-no questions." And he has played down the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the Capitol, comparing it to the racial justice protests that proliferated across the country after the 2020 murder of George Floyd. At last week's debate, asked again about election denialism, he said, "We have to make sure every legal vote is counted, but yeah, I always accept the result of elections."

After the last presidential election, 147 Republicans in Congress voted to overturn the results. Many of those who voted to certify the outcome have since left Capitol Hill. Congress enacted a law in 2022 aimed at averting a repeat of the Jan. 6 crisis and raising the threshold for objecting to a state's electoral votes.

Still, some Republicans have lamented the election denialism in their party. Former Representative Ken Buck, Republican of Colorado, cited it this year as one of his main reasons for departing before his term was done.

A few Republicans in competitive races this year have distanced themselves from the trend. Six G.O.P. lawmakers in tough campaigns to hang on to their seats have signed a bipartisan pledge to certify the results of the 2024 election in January. But a vast majority have not.

Tom Barrett, who is running for a congressional seat in Michigan, signed on to a letter to Vice President Mike Pence in 2020 asking him to postpone the counting of electoral votes. Paul Sancya/Associated Press


Democrats, who are seeking to win back control of the House in November, are hoping the far-right positions that helped many Republican congressional candidates emerge from competitive primaries and get endorsements from Mr. Trump will make them vulnerable in the general election, by turning off independent and moderate voters.

"National Republicans have elevated anti-abortion zealots, election deniers and fringe conspiracy theorists," said Justin Chermol, a spokesman for the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee. "These unserious recruits are no different from the so-called moderate House Republicans who have enabled unchecked extremism."

Republicans have tried to moderate or gloss over the hard-right positions they have taken, instead focusing on local issues -- including crime, immigration and inflation -- that they hope will help them prevail in tight races.

Sarah Chamberlain, the president of the Republican Main Street Partnership, a group that supports more centrist House Republicans, said she viewed the current recruits as less extreme than those in previous cycles and more focused on delivering results.

"I'm actually noticing a shift away from the exotics into more Main Street conservatives," she said, pointing to Troy Downing, a candidate for the Montana seat held by a retiring hard-right Republican, Representative Matt Rosendale, and John McGuire's victory over Representative Bob Good, the former chairman of the hard-right House Freedom Caucus, in a red Virginia district.

Those departing lawmakers may have represented the most extreme flank of the party, and this year's crop of Republican House recruits appears to include fewer truly fringe candidates than the party ran in 2022, when the group included three people who had been at the Capitol on Jan. 6. But what is considered "mainstream" for Republicans has shifted considerably to the right.

Mr. McGuire is an election denier who has pledged fealty to Mr. Trump and promised to bring a "biblical worldview" to Congress.

Ryan Mackenzie, the state representative who is seeking to defeat Representative Susan Wild in Pennsylvania's battleground Seventh Congressional District in the Lehigh Valley, signed on to a letter in 2020 that asked Congress to reject the Electoral College votes from his state. He also signed onto an amicus brief supporting the Texas lawsuit to overturn Pennsylvania's electoral results. The Republican who held the seat before Ms. Wild was Charlie Dent, a moderate who was a frequent critic of Mr. Trump.

On Wednesday, former Representative Liz Cheney, Republican of Wyoming, endorsed Ms. Wild, saying in a statement that, "we must look beyond partisanship to ensure we defeat election deniers."

Mr. Mackenzie, who has been endorsed by Mr. Trump, is running on a message of "common-sense solutions" that he says will help lower inflation and cut government spending, and has made his support for hard-line immigration policies central to his campaign. And he has tried to reframe his election denialism as an effort dedicated to "restoring faith" in the election process.

Yvette Herrell, former congresswoman for New Mexico, objected to certifying the Electoral College results from Arizona and Pennsylvania in 2021. Paul Ratje for The New York Times


In Michigan, Tom Barrett, a former Army helicopter pilot, is running for an open seat in the state's Seventh Congressional District. Mr. Barrett was part of a group of state lawmakers who signed a letter to Vice President Mike Pence in 2020 asking him to postpone "the Jan. 6 opening and counting of the electoral votes for at least 10 days."

In a debate two years ago, he said: "I think the remedy for what transpired was in the courts, and the courts decided months afterward. Barring that decision, I think it was the obligation to certify." But he said he still harbored "legitimate concerns" about how the election took place.

Mr. Barrett's campaign is now under scrutiny for running an advertisement in a Black-owned newspaper that incorrectly listed Election Day as Nov. 6, in what the Michigan Legislative Black Caucus is claiming was an intentional effort to disenfranchise Black voters. Election Day is on Nov. 5.

Mr. Barrett's campaign denied the allegation and said it was a "proofing error."

In New Mexico's rural second district, which has flipped from blue to red and back over the past decade, former Representative Yvette Herrell is running for her old seat after being defeated in 2022 by her Democratic opponent, Gabe Vasquez. In 2021, Ms. Herrell objected to certifying the Electoral College results from Arizona and Pennsylvania. She has emphasized immigration in the race, but Mr. Vasquez and Democrats have focused on reproductive rights, noting that Ms. Herrell said in 2020 that she wished "we could have eliminated all abortion in this state."

In Washington State, Joe Kent, who ran and lost by a slim margin two years ago, once advocated a national abortion ban, supported Jan. 6 defendants and vociferously denied the legitimacy of the 2020 presidential election. This year, he has backed away from those stances as he pushes to unseat Representative Marie Gluesenkamp Perez, the most vulnerable Democrat in the House, who defeated him last cycle in a district that Mr. Trump won twice.

Mr. Kent says he no longer supports a federal abortion ban, saying now that the matter should be left up to the states. He talks more about the economy and inflation than about the election four years ago. Last cycle, he claimed that the violence on Jan. 6, 2021, was caused by a peaceful crowd being infiltrated by Deep State agents provocateurs. In 2022, he defeated former Representative Jaime Herrera Beutler, one of 10 Republicans to vote to impeach Mr. Trump, in a primary.

"This issue of what took place in 2020 -- I don't hear it when I'm out talking to anybody knocking on doors," Mr. Kent said at a debate this week when pressed on whether he still believed that Mr. Trump won the 2020 election. "There's a lot of us that have questions about what took place in 2020; it is not a focus of mine."
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Two Key Prosecutors in Trump Documents Case Leave Special Counsel's Office

The departures amount to a tacit acknowledgment that any trial in that case will not happen for many months, if not years.

The departures on Wednesday are unlikely to be the last from the team overseen by Jack Smith, the special counsel appointed to investigate former President Donald J. Trump. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Devlin Barrett
Reporting from Washington


Oct 16, 2024 at 05:23 PM

Two veteran prosecutors who had key roles in the special counsel Jack Smith's pursuit of classified documents charges against former President Donald J. Trump have left Mr. Smith's office, people familiar with the move said on Wednesday.

The departures amount to a tacit acknowledgment that any trial in the case will not happen for many months, if not years.

One of the prosecutors, Julie Edelstein, played a prominent role in early court hearings in the documents case and has now returned to the Justice Department's counterintelligence section, according to the people familiar with the move, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss personnel changes related to the special counsel's office.

David Raskin, a veteran prosecutor who has handled intelligence-related cases, has returned to his previous role in the national security division at the Justice Department's headquarters, these people said.

The departures are unlikely to be the last from the team overseen by Mr. Smith, whom Attorney General Merrick B. Garland appointed in late 2022 to investigate Mr. Trump. Mr. Smith brought charges in two cases, accusing Mr. Trump of jeopardizing national security secrets by mishandling classified papers at Mar-a-Lago, his estate in Florida, and of trying to obstruct government efforts to retrieve them. He was also accused of conspiring to overturn the results of the 2020 election.

The cases have become enmeshed in long-running legal fights that may push off any federal trials of Mr. Trump until 2026 or later.

The trial judge in the documents case, Judge Aileen M. Cannon of Federal District Court, dismissed the entire indictment this summer, concluding that the appointment of Mr. Smith as special counsel was illegitimate. Mr. Smith has appealed that ruling, arguments that will be heard by a federal appeals court and perhaps eventually the Supreme Court.

In the meantime, if Mr. Trump wins his bid to return to the White House, he is expected to try to scuttle the two criminal cases altogether.

Without a trial to prepare for in the near term, Mr. Smith's prosecution of the documents case is primarily a job for prosecutors specializing in appeals -- meaning less work for Ms. Edelstein and Mr. Raskin.

The departures are another reminder of how Mr. Smith's assignment could stretch significantly longer than those of recent special counsels. Robert S. Mueller III, who was appointed in 2017 to investigate possible ties between the Trump campaign and Russian efforts to interfere with the 2016 election on his behalf, served as a special counsel for about two years.

Robert K. Hur, who was the special counsel investigating classified documents found in President Biden's home and office after he left the vice presidency, served a little more than a year. John H. Durham, a prosecutor tapped during the Trump administration to investigate possible government misconduct in previous investigations of Mr. Trump, served as special counsel for more than two years, though his investigation began well before the official appointment.
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As Black Voters Hesitate on Harris, Democrats Race to Win Them Over

With a frenzy of activity, the vice president and her allies are trying to strengthen her support with Black voters, whose growing alienation the party's leaders had not confronted directly until now.

A New York Times/Siena College poll last week suggested that Black voters have still not consolidated behind Vice President Kamala Harris, who trails President Biden's 2020 numbers by roughly 10 percentage points. 



By Maya King, Katie Rogers, Clyde McGrady and Erica L. Green
Maya King reported from Atlanta, Katie Rogers from Milwaukee, Clyde McGrady from Philadelphia and Erica L. Green from Pittsburgh.


Oct 15, 2024 at 05:10 PM

In Atlanta, a group of Black entertainers and elected officials took the stage at a brewery to urge a crowd of Black men to support Vice President Kamala Harris. In Milwaukee, dozens of volunteers fanned out across Black neighborhoods to encourage sometimes skeptical residents to vote. And in a blitz of national media interviews and campaign ads, Ms. Harris herself made her case to Black voters.

The flood of recent door-knocking, ads, rallies and celebrity-studded outreach events across battleground states reflects Democrats' growing alarm about their weakening support among Black voters -- a yearslong drift that the party's leaders have not confronted so directly, and with the stakes so high, until now.

A New York Times/Siena College poll last week found that Ms. Harris was underperforming President Biden's support with Black voters in 2020 by roughly 10 percentage points, and by 15 points among Black men -- a drop-off that could doom her fortunes. The poll found that former President Donald J. Trump was making inroads, with 15 percent of Black voters saying they would back him.

Interviews with more than three dozen Black voters, strategists and elected officials offered a complicated picture of a politically powerful group of Americans whose waning devotion to the Democratic Party stems partly from a feeling that their decades of loyalty has delivered little in return. The party now finds itself in the unfamiliar position of needing to treat Black Americans as voters who must be persuaded to support them, rather than unflinching supporters who will back liberal candidates without a second thought.

Young Black men in particular say they feel disillusioned by the political system and do not see how Ms. Harris's policies could help them. Their apathy and frustration with Democrats have provided an opening for Mr. Trump.

Ms. Harris has just a few weeks left to persuade hesitant Black voters that she is the candidate who can bring the change many say they are waiting for, and to give some of them a reason to vote at all.

"People were so tired of the negative, we went to the space for joy, excitement and happiness -- and that has its place," said LaTosha Brown, a co-founder of the voting rights group Black Voters Matter. "At this phase, it's take your gloves off."

Volunteers gathered at a Democratic field office on Saturday in Milwaukee before a canvassing event. Ms. Harris's campaign and its allies are scrambling to shore up support from Black voters. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times


Blunting Trump's appeal

Mr. Trump has improved his standing with Black voters despite a long history of racist remarks and the sporadic, sometimes ham-handed and occasionally offensive nature of his outreach.

His successful overtures to them are often rooted in the argument that he will improve their economic conditions -- a reality that was front of mind for the speakers at the Atlanta brewery on Friday. The town-hall event included local Democratic officials as well as the producers Jermaine Dupri and Isaac Hayes III.

Onstage, Dontaye Carter, the chair of the North Fulton Democratic Party, unfolded a printed page of Ms. Harris's policies. Listing her proposals to reintroduce and expand the child tax credit and offer down-payment assistance for first-time home buyers, he argued that Ms. Harris would deliver for Black Americans.

"She ain't got 'Black' listed on there, but if you take the time to read through those policies -- that's us. That's our community," he said, later asking: "What is Trump bringing us?"

Much of Black voters' openness to supporting Mr. Trump, the men argued, stemmed from a concerted disinformation effort. Some younger Black voters, for example, mistakenly believe that Mr. Trump has promised more of the stimulus checks that he signed during the coronavirus pandemic. Another false claim contends that as California's attorney general, Ms. Harris went out of her way to prosecute Black men and allowed the state's immigrants to take their jobs.

Allies of Ms. Harris see a dire need to counter this messaging.

"I think sometimes folks have short memories, but we have to remember who it is that we're dealing with," said Cavalier Johnson, the Democratic mayor of Milwaukee. Mr. Trump, he said, would enact policies that "make life harder for Black people, generally, in this country."

On Monday, Ms. Harris's campaign released a policy agenda targeted heavily at Black men. The plan includes forgiving a portion of small-business loans; supporting mentorship and apprenticeship programs; and a program that would help stem health inequities for Black men.

In part, the measures offered something of a rebuttal to criticisms that the Democratic Party has neglected Black men.

"While Vice President Harris is promising to equip Black men with the tools needed to pursue our dreams and aspirations," said Cedric Richmond, a Harris campaign co-chair, "Donald Trump is promising Black America a national nightmare."

"I think sometimes folks have short memories, but we have to remember who it is that we're dealing with," said Cavalier Johnson, the Democratic mayor of Milwaukee. Mr. Trump, he said, would enact policies that "make life harder for Black people, generally, in this country." Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times


Addressing the economy

One of Ms. Harris's most stubborn challenges is dissatisfaction with the economic record of her governing partner, Mr. Biden.

Myesha Lawrence, 26, an entrepreneur in Stone Mountain, Ga., does not follow politics closely. But she is supporting Mr. Trump.

"I had more money in my pocket when he was president," she said. Since then, inflation has eaten into her income. "It was costing a lot to put gas in my tank."

Many Black men, in particular, struggled with job losses during the pandemic and with the rising cost of living since then. Republicans have pointed to higher prices to criticize Ms. Harris, who they say could have helped push through economic policies to aid Black workers.

Still, some Black men remain on the fence, or are leaning toward Ms. Harris.

In Philadelphia, the heavily Black Democratic stronghold of a top battleground state, Robert Simuel, 34, said he was still making up his mind after voting for Barack Obama twice and for Mr. Trump in 2016 and 2020.

This time, Mr. Simuel, a supervisor for a food service company, said he was frustrated with Mr. Trump's lack of policy specifics, especially as his rent rises and he struggles to save up to buy a home.

As part of what she calls an economic "opportunity agenda," Ms. Harris has proposed to cap rent increases and provide up to $25,000 for first-time home buyers.

Though Mr. Simuel is skeptical about Ms. Harris's plans for the economy, he said, she may have his vote because of abortion rights.

"She's trying to put those rights back into women's hands," he said.

Watching his grandson play football on Saturday in Lincoln Park in Milwaukee, Kenneth Bennett, 62, explained his reluctance to support Ms. Harris. He said he had spent years trying to put his life back together after a decades-old felony drug conviction, but still found it difficult to find safe housing.

He said he was not sure if she would take matters like immigration and the economy seriously enough.

"I just don't like it when she's grinning about the border and all that," he said. Still, he would rather vote for her than Mr. Trump.

"He's a felon and he's going to be a felon," said Mr. Bennett, whose right to vote was restored years after he completed his sentence. "I'm a felon and I can't even get an apartment."

As he spoke, a volunteer and a Harris campaign organizer approached several people around him, asking about their political leanings and logging the answers into an app called Reach.

The Biden campaign piloted Reach in Milwaukee County as it tried to reach voters through their social networks. Users can share content about Ms. Harris's campaign with friends and family members, an effort that campaign officials hope will combat misinformation and gin up excitement.

"We do that because we want to touch voters at all points," Mayor Johnson said. "And we've been able to touch, in our county, over 30,000 people using that relational organizing strategy."

Kenneth Bennett, 62, said he was not sure if Ms. Harris would take matters like immigration and the economy seriously enough. "I just don't like it when she's grinning about the border and all that," he said. Still, he would rather vote for her than Mr. Trump. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times


Reaching apathetic voters

Democrats' most formidable surrogate, Mr. Obama, has begun making the case for Ms. Harris in key states. Last week, he admonished skeptical Black men, saying they were "coming up with all these reasons and excuses" to oppose her, many of them driven by sexism. 

But for people like Al McBride, 47, of Pittsburgh, the entreaties are too little, too late.

He recalled casting just one vote in his life -- for Mr. Obama in 2008. He said he did not plan to vote again.

Sixteen years after Mr. Obama took office, Mr. McBride said, "We still in the same place."

Ms. Harris's campaign has aimed to convey empathy in its messaging to Black men who feel left out of the political process, and in recent days she has spoken more directly to Black voters.

On Monday, she appeared in interviews with the independent Black journalist Roland Martin and with The Shade Room, a digital entertainment publication. On Tuesday, she will sit for an interview in Detroit with Charlamagne Tha God, a popular Black radio host. Her campaign has also begun initiatives geared toward Black faith voters and attendees of historically Black colleges and universities, and is running ads during college football and N.F.L. games to reach men broadly.

Some Democratic Black men, including those who spoke at the town hall in Atlanta, have expressed a fear that if Ms. Harris loses, Black men will be accused of having blocked the ascent of the nation's first Black female president.

"I think it's fair -- overly fair -- to say that Black women have shown up for Black men a lot," Ryan Wilson, the chief executive of the Gathering Spot, a chain of social clubs, said during the event. "We have the opportunity as Black men to show up for a Black woman."

Dev Coggs-Jones, 35, who works as a 911 dispatcher in Milwaukee, expressed frustration with both candidates. She cited skepticism of Ms. Harris's past as a prosecutor, among other things. But she saw Mr. Trump as a liar who infused "blunt racism" into his language, and said she planned to vote for Ms. Harris.

What weighed on her heaviest, though, was what she saw as Mr. Biden's lack of follow-through on his promises. For example, the president has helped ease student loan debt for millions of Americans, including many young Black voters -- but she is not one of them.

"Things are not happening like they said they were," she said.

Dev Coggs-Jones, 35, said she was skeptical of Ms. Harris's past as a prosecutor, among other things. But she saw Mr. Trump as a liar who infused "blunt racism" into his language, and said she planned to vote for Ms. Harris. Jamie Kelter Davis for The New York Times


Ruth Igielnik contributed reporting.
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Supreme Court Allows E.P.A. to Limit Power Plant Emissions

It was a provisional victory for the Biden administration, whose climate initiatives have been stymied. A challenge to the rule at issue is still moving through a lower court.

The coal-fueled Monroe Power Plant in Monroe, Mich., south of Detroit. Todd Heisler/The New York Times



By Abbie VanSickle
Reporting from Washington


Oct 16, 2024 at 09:58 PM

The Supreme Court on Wednesday allowed the Environmental Protection Agency to move ahead with its plans to limit carbon emissions by power plants, handing a victory to the Biden administration.

The decision, which was temporary, centered on a major regulation the administration enacted in April that seeks to eliminate pollution from coal, which emits more carbon dioxide than any other fossil fuel.

The move was part of the Biden administration's promise to curb pollution from such emissions by 2050.

More than two dozen states challenged the regulation, arguing that the federal government had failed to prove that the techniques used to control emissions would curtail them to the degree that the government is seeking.

The ruling, which was provisional, was in response to an emergency application as a challenge moves through the lower courts.

The agency has repeatedly been stymied in the courts during the Biden administration over its efforts to protect the environment. In June, the Supreme Court temporarily paused an E.P.A. plan to curb air pollution that drifts across state lines. It has also constrained the agency's ability to limit water pollution and factors that lead to climate change.

Under the rule, coal- and gas-fired power plants slated to operate long-term would have to capture up to 90 percent of their emissions by 2032. The requirements are less strict for power plants scheduled to close in the coming years.

The court's brief order did not include the reasoning, which is typical in emergency applications. Justice Clarence Thomas noted that he would have blocked the emissions rule. The court's order also indicated that Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. did not participate in the deliberations, although no reason was given.

In a brief statement, Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh, joined by Justice Neil M. Gorsuch, said that while he agreed with the court's decision to allow the emissions rule to go into effect, he believed that some of the Republican-led challenges "have shown a strong likelihood of success on the merits."

Still, Justice Kavanaugh said that a lower court would have sufficient time to review the case given that the power plants would not have to start work to comply with the rule until June 2025.

Environmental groups, as well as the E.P.A., lauded the decision.

"People across America are suffering through intensifying storms and other disasters because of climate change," the general counsel of Environmental Defense Fund, Vickie Patton, said in a statement. "E.P.A. -- as specifically required by Congress -- set reasonable and achievable standards to reduce the pollution that causes climate change from one of its largest sources, fossil fuel-burning power plants."

One of the states that mounted the challenge, West Virginia, said it would continue to contest the rule.

"We will continue to fight through the merits phase and prove this rule strips the states of important discretion while forcing plants to use technologies that don't work in the real world," the state's attorney general, Patrick Morrisey, said in a statement. "Here, the E.P.A. again is trying to transform the nation's entire grid, forcing power plants to shutter."

The challenge is currently pending in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. In July, a three-judge panel refused a request by the conservative-led states to stop the E.P.A. rule from going into effect while the court case continued, prompting the states and other groups to ask the Supreme Court to step in.

In its decision, the appeals court panel wrote that there was no need to pause the E.P.A. rule from going into effect while litigation continued because the case would proceed quickly and the federal government's compliance deadlines were years from now, in 2030 or 2032.

The Biden administration announced the rule in April as part of a broader effort at limiting pollution from power plants. Several Republican-led states, including Indiana, Alabama and Alaska in addition to West Virginia, challenged the regulation the same day.

In their emergency application, the states accused the agency of being "driven by a distaste for fossil-fuel fired facilities," and seeking to "force coal-fired plants to close and shift over to E.P.A.'s preferred methods of power generation."

The states argued that the E.P.A. had exceeded its authority by creating the rule without specific congressional approval, and called the rule "an unlawful and ill-advised attempt to restructure the entire power industry." They said the agency's rules set "impossible-to-meet standards for regulated facilities, stripping away the states' discretion to patch up the damage and ultimately pushing regulated sources into early retirements."

The states claimed that the new rule would also cause "serious immediate harms" by forcing power plants to make determinations about whether to close down or to "start spending large sums" to ensure they could meet compliance deadlines.

In recent years, they said, the E.P.A. followed a similar pattern. "Faced with this recognizable story," they continued, the three-judge panel should temporarily halt the environmental regulation given the damaging implications for the future of the coal industry.

The justices should "step in and hit pause so that the fossil-fuel-fired power industry isn't pushed out of existence while this case wends its way through the judicial-review process," they wrote.

In its brief, the Biden administration argued that the E.P.A. had acted within its authority in setting emission limits and that it had determined that the best approach was 90 percent carbon capture. The technology uses chemical solvents to remove carbon dioxide from the exhaust stream of a power plant, permanently storing it underground.

The Biden administration contended that the challengers did not take issue with how the E.P.A. had interpreted the Clean Air Act, but objected to the agency's "technical and scientific judgments regarding the dependability, feasibility and cost of carbon capture."

Those critics, Solicitor General Elizabeth B. Prelogar wrote, "largely ignore the hundreds of pages of analysis" by the E.P.A.

Although the challengers portrayed carbon capture as "an untested, futuristic technology," Ms. Prelogar added, the agency found that its benefits had been "adequately demonstrated."

The dispute was the latest bid by Republican-led states to undercut the Biden administration's ambitious climate agenda. The challenge carries similarities to a case the Supreme Court considered in the term that ended in July. Three states, Ohio, Indiana and West Virginia, joined with industry groups to challenge an E.P.A. proposal aimed at limiting the flow of air pollution across state lines, asking the Supreme Court to intervene even as the challenge continued to be litigated in lower courts.

In June, the justices paused the proposal, known as the "good neighbor" plan, which requires factories and power plants in the West and Midwest to cut ozone pollution that makes its way into Eastern states.

In recent years, the court has proved receptive to efforts that chip away at the power of the E.P.A., thwarting various attempts by Mr. Biden to fight pollution.

In May 2023, it curbed the agency's authority to regulate millions of acres of wetlands. And in June 2022, it limited its ability to regulate carbon emissions from power plants, a significant setback to Mr. Biden's goal of cutting greenhouse gas emissions nearly in half by the end of the decade.

Coral Davenport and Minho Kim contributed reporting.
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Nearly 100 People Are Still Missing in North Carolina After Hurricane Helene

Search and rescue teams are still looking for the missing, officials said, with 95 deaths already attributed to the storm's wrath in the state.

Damage from flooding after Hurricane Helene in Asheville, N.C., in September. Gov. Roy Cooper of North Carolina said that more than 90 people were still missing as of Tuesday. Loren Elliott for The New York Times



By Emily Cochrane
Reporting from Nashville


Oct 15, 2024 at 09:34 PM

About 100 people remain missing in North Carolina more than two weeks after Hurricane Helene ravaged the western stretch of the state, Gov. Roy Cooper said on Tuesday.

Mr. Cooper, speaking at a news conference, cautioned that the latest count, of 92 missing people, could change "as more reports come in and others are resolved."

Search and rescue teams are still looking for the missing, and officials said that they had so far verified 95 storm-related deaths in North Carolina. The process of reporting and finding missing people was further complicated in the first days of recovery because of widespread communications outages.

Asheville and other communities in the western part of the state are still reeling from the devastation wrought by Helene, with thousands lacking access to power, running water and reliable roads.

The storm, which first made landfall along the Gulf Coast of Florida last month as a Category 4 storm, dumped heavy rains as it moved across the Southeast, killing at least 200 people across several states. It devastated the mountainous region between western North Carolina and eastern Tennessee, where floodwaters washed away homes and roads and isolated entire communities for days.

Thousands of federal, state and National Guard workers have descended on the region to help with hurricane recovery, and Mr. Cooper said that some progress has been made. Rattling through the latest statistics, he said that there were just under 13,000 reported power outages, compared with one million in the immediate aftermath of the storm. About 580 roads remain closed, down from about 1,200.

But the governor acknowledged the enormousness of the challenges ahead, including ensuring that people who lost their homes and belongings to floodwaters are taken care of as cold weather starts to seep into the state. Asheville and other communities still face some difficulty when it comes to the restoration of running water, he said.

Mr. Cooper also spent part of the news briefing castigating the spread of misinformation and falsehoods about the storm response, ranging from false claims about the Federal Emergency Management Agency seizing local land to misinformation about the aid available to survivors of the storm.

Disputing false claims that FEMA and government agencies were withholding aid from conservative-leaning communities in North Carolina, Mr. Cooper said that 77,000 people had been approved under the agency's individual assistance program and more than $99 million had been paid out.

The swirl of falsehoods has led to threats against FEMA staff members working to distribute aid throughout the region. A man was arrested on Saturday after the authorities said he threatened federal emergency responders, and FEMA temporarily pulled back some of its workers who were going door to door to provide assistance to people affected by the storm.

Mr. Cooper singled out political candidates, including Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson, a Republican seeking to replace Mr. Cooper as governor, for perpetuating false claims about the response. He warned that the falsehoods could dissuade people from applying for FEMA help and undermine faith in government assistance.

"This is happening in the middle of an election where candidates are using people's misery to sow chaos for their own political objectives, and it's wrong," Mr. Cooper said. "This is a time where we all need to pull together to help the people of western North Carolina, and it's disappointing when candidates, knowing full well what they're doing, are continuing this kind of disinformation filled with lies."

Mr. Robinson has not responded to requests for comment about his claims about the response. After Mr. Cooper's news conference on Tuesday, Mr. Robinson posted on social media that the governor "refuses to work with anyone that isn't part" of what Mr. Robinson referred to as "his political machine."

Deanne Criswell, the FEMA administrator, echoed Mr. Cooper's comments at the news conference.

"Frankly, it's heartbreaking to see words or acts of hatred toward anyone, let alone federal responders who are here to help people in this critical time," she said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/15/us/hurricane-helene-north-carolina-missing-people.html
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Columbia Bars Vocal Pro-Israel Professor From Campus

The university said Shai Davidai had repeatedly harassed and intimidated employees. He said the university had not done enough to crack down on pro-Palestinian protests.

Shai Davidai, an assistant professor at Columbia University's business school, has been temporarily barred from campus, the university said. Adam Gray for The New York Times



By Vimal Patel and Sharon Otterman



Oct 16, 2024 at 05:51 PM

Columbia University has temporarily barred a vocal pro-Israel professor from campus, saying he repeatedly harassed and intimidated the school's employees.

Shai Davidai, an assistant professor in the business school, has been a polarizing presence on campus since Oct. 7, 2023, when Hamas led an attack on Israel that has turned Gaza into a battlefield. He has accused Columbia of not doing enough to crack down on pro-Palestinian demonstrations, which he says are broadly antisemitic and support terrorism. He often makes videos of student activists and administrators and posts them online, actions his critics say blow past the boundaries of civility and policy.

In recent days, Professor Davidai has used his X account, which has more than 100,000 followers, to accuse several student groups of supporting terrorism; posted the name and email address of a Columbia professor he suggested was "OK with rape, murder, torture and kidnapping"; and falsely called Rashid Khalidi, a respected Palestinian scholar at Columbia who is retiring, a "spokesperson for Hamas."

Last week, on the anniversary of the Hamas attack on Israel, Professor Davidai posted videos of himself following around Cas Holloway, the university's chief operating officer, for several minutes with a camera and peppering him with questions about why pro-Palestinian protests were allowed on campus that day.

"How did you allow this to happen on Oct. 7?" Professor Davidai asked in the video, amid a bustling backdrop of pro-Palestinian chants and activism. He added: "You have to do your job. And I will not let you rest if they won't let us rest."

The school said it notified Professor Davidai of its decision on Tuesday.

Professor Davidai, an Israeli citizen, declined an interview request but posted an expletive-laden video on social media on Tuesday night in which he suggested that he would sue the university for its decision and that he was "not going anywhere."

He said that Columbia had decided to suspend him because he "was not afraid to stand up to the hateful mob."

The action against Professor Davidai is another sign of the struggle by Columbia and other universities to find ways to bring some sense of normalcy to campus, while allowing for protests on both sides.

Columbia, like many universities, has been under intense pressure in the last year by pro-Israel students, alumni and donors to curb pro-Palestinian activism, which they say has veered into antisemitism.

In April, as campus protests raged, Columbia banned a student activist after video surfaced of the student saying, "Zionists don't deserve to live." Administrators also called in the police to arrest protesters who had participated in encampments and taken over a campus building. Facing intense criticism from all sides, Nemat Shafik resigned as president of Columbia over the summer, in part because she said she found it "distressing -- for the community, for me as president and on a personal level -- to find myself, colleagues and students the subject of threats and abuse."

In a statement on Tuesday night, the university said it respected Professor Davidai's right to free speech and was not limiting it. It said that Professor Davidai had "repeatedly harassed and intimidated university employees in violation of university policy" and that it would temporarily limit his access to campus.

The statement did not specify precisely what behavior led to the decision, but university officials said Professor Davidai's behavior toward employees on the anniversary of the attack was the cause.

The temporary restriction from campus does not affect Professor Davidai's employment or salary. Professor Davidai, who was not teaching this semester, can continue to advise students and perform research, university officials said. He can return after he "undertakes appropriate training on our policies governing the behavior of our employees," the statement said.

Professor Davidai's access to campus was temporarily prohibited once before, in April, when he had planned to go to a pro-Palestinian student encampment at the center of campus and shout the names of hostages held by Hamas. He began to build his online following in the days after the Oct. 7 attack, when he gave an impassioned speech calling Dr. Shafik, the former president, a "coward" for refusing to stand up to what he called "pro-terror student organizations" on campus.

Anvee Bhutani and Sharla Steinman contributed reporting.
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Megan Marshack Dies at 70; Was With Nelson Rockefeller at His Death

She was at the center of rumors about the former vice president's last moments, but she remained silent about their association until she wrote her own obituary.

Megan Marshack in 1979. She worked as a journalist for decades and also spent time as an aide to Nelson A. Rockefeller. United Press International



By Alex Traub



Oct 15, 2024 at 10:26 PM

Megan Marshack, who as a young aide to Nelson A. Rockefeller found herself at the center of sensational conjecture about the circumstances of his sudden death in 1979, died on Oct. 2 in Sacramento. She was 70.

Her death, at a live-in medical facility, was announced in an obituary that her brother, Jon Marshack, said she had written herself last year and that was posted by a Sacramento funeral home on its website. Mr. Marshack, her sole immediate survivor, said the cause was liver and kidney failure.

The obituary represented Ms. Marshack's first public comment about Mr. Rockefeller, the former Republican vice president and New York governor, since she witnessed his death, also at 70, on Jan. 26, 1979. Ms. Marshack, who was widely believed to have been romantically involved with Mr. Rockefeller, had for decades remained silent about the circumstances of the death.

In its aftermath, she found herself in the odd position of a journalist avoiding journalists. As an editor of syndicated television news, she wished not to be in the spotlight herself, but reporters followed her on the street and even into the subway, hoping she would say something about Mr. Rockefeller's last night.

Ms. Marshack's self-written obituary disclosed some previously unreported details about her association with Mr. Rockefeller but did not mention a romance -- although it ended suggestively, quoting from the 1975 musical "A Chorus Line." Ms. Marshack wrote that she "won't forget, can't regret what I did for love."

The initial account of Mr. Rockefeller's death was supplied by Hugh Morrow, his longtime spokesman, after midnight on Jan. 27. He told The New York Times that Mr. Rockefeller had died instantly, at 10:15 p.m., while he was in his office, alone with a bodyguard, "having a wonderful time" working on an art book he was writing.

Mr. Rockefeller, left, with President Gerald R. Ford in the Oval Office in December 1974. Mr. Ford had chosen him to be vice president after the resignation of President Richard M. Nixon in August that year.  Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The next day, The Times began deconstructing the official story. The paper reported that someone called 911 to report Mr. Rockefeller's death an hour after he was reported to have died; that Mr. Rockefeller was not at his office but rather at a brownstone he used as a clubhouse; and that at the time he was with Ms. Marshack, who was identified as a research assistant.

A drip-drip of revelations ensued. First The Times reported that it was Ms. Marshack who called 911; then the paper said that the caller had actually been a friend of hers, who lived in the same apartment building as Ms. Marshack, down the block from Mr. Rockefeller's brownstone. It also turned out that Mr. Rockefeller had given Ms. Marshack the money for her apartment, a loan amounting to $45,000 (about $200,000 in today's money), which he forgave in his will, along with other loans to top aides.

The writer Alexander Cockburn praised The Times in The Washington Post for its "excellent coverage." Others disagreed. "The establishment press discarded traditional notions of privacy, and keyhole journalism was redefined as the public's right to know," Richard Norton Smith wrote in a 2014 biography, "On His Own Terms: A Life of Nelson Rockefeller."

New York's tabloid newspapers wrote about Ms. Marshack almost daily and referred to her in headlines by her first name. "She has forever been labeled The Woman Who Was There," The Washington Post wrote in a profile.

The circumstances of Mr. Rockefeller's death remain mysterious. One account said that he was found dead wearing a suit and tie and surrounded by working papers; another said that he was nude, amid containers of Chinese food. Several credible sources indicated that he did not actually die at his brownstone but rather at Ms. Marshack's apartment. The cause of death is generally understood to have been a heart attack.

Ms. Marshack, at left in the rear, watched as Mr. Rockefeller was given medical attention after arriving by ambulance at a hospital in Manhattan in January 1979. In a statement a month later, four of Mr. Rockefeller's children said Ms. Marshack "did her best to save him." Associated Press


Aside from minimal statements confirming that she had indeed been with Mr. Rockefeller when he died -- released to The Times by Mr. Morrow immediately after Mr. Rockefeller's death -- Ms. Marshack never publicly commented on any of the accounts.

"My understanding is that, after he passed away, she signed a nondisclosure agreement with the family at their request, and that's why she never spoke of it," Ms. Marshack's brother said in an interview. "I think she had a desire to tell the story all along but held on to her obligation."

In February 1979, four of Mr. Rockefeller's children released a joint statement saying that Ms. Marshack "did her best to save him" and expressing regret for "errors" in the announcements of his death.

Ms. Marshack was born on Oct. 31, 1953, in Los Angeles. She and her brother were adopted from separate families as infants and grew up in the Sherman Oaks neighborhood. She was given the name Megan Ruth Marshack.

Her father, Sidney Marshack, was an aerospace engineer, and her mother, Credwyn (Patricia) Marshack, taught piano at their home.

Ms. Marshack studied history and journalism at California State University, Northridge, and graduated in 1975.

She was in the midst of a six-month reporting tryout for The Associated Press in 1975 when, at 22, she was assigned to attend a news conference in Los Angeles held by Mr. Rockefeller, who was then vice president, with the aim of asking him specifically about the financial crisis then threatening New York City. Mr. Rockefeller, addressing issues concerning Latin America, was answering questions in Spanish.

By her account, Ms. Marshack decided to break in, saying, "Senor Vice Presidente ..."

"Un momento, por favor," Mr. Rockefeller said.

"No, ahora, por favor," Ms. Marshack replied.

"Si?" Mr. Rockefeller asked.

"Now about New York City," Ms. Marshack continued. The room broke out in laughter.

When the news conference ended, she and the vice president walked out together.

After learning that she would not get a full-time position at The A.P., Ms. Marshack applied to be a press aide to Mr. Rockefeller in Washington. Knowing he loved Oreo cookies, she showed up for her job interview with a tray of them individually wrapped, each tied with a bow.

She got the job and was charged with writing letters that he wanted to sign personally. The duty granted her an office with a private entrance to his.

Ms. Marshack in 1979. For a time, New York's tabloids wrote about her almost daily and referred to her in headlines on a first-name basis. United Press International


President Gerald R. Ford chose to drop Mr. Rockefeller from the 1976 Republican presidential ticket in favor of Senator Bob Dole of Kansas. When Mr. Rockefeller's term ended, he brought Ms. Marshack and other aides back to his home office in New York City. Most of them addressed him as "Governor"; Ms. Marshack called him "Nelson."

In interviews with Mr. Smith for his book, Rockefeller associates said it was an open secret that Mr. Rockefeller and Ms. Marshack were having an affair. He was married at the time to Margaretta Rockefeller, who was known as Happy.

In an article published in The San Fernando Valley News just days before his death, Ms. Marshack was quoted as calling Mr. Rockefeller "the most caring man and considerate boss I've met."

In the early 1980s, Ms. Marshack worked in the news syndication department of CBS and was involved in the coverage of events including the 1984 Winter Olympics in Sarajevo, in the former Yugoslavia, and the trial of Mehmet Ali Agca in the attempted assassination of Pope John Paul II. In 1998, she moved to Placerville, Calif., for a job with The Mountain Democrat, a local newspaper.

She married a colleague, Edmond Jacoby Jr., in 2003. He died last year after sustaining injuries in a car accident. A year earlier, Ms. Marshack moved to Sacramento to be closer to her brother.

Mr. Marshack said he never asked his sister about what happened with Mr. Rockefeller.

Laurie Nadel, a friend from CBS who became a psychotherapist and author, said in an interview that her literary agent once predicted that she could get Ms. Marshack an advance of $1 million for a tell-all memoir. Ms. Marshack took a lunch meeting with the agent but decided she did not want "to make money off this tragedy," Dr. Nadel said.

When Ms. Marshack was dying, Dr. Nadel offered to listen to everything she had to say about Mr. Rockefeller and act as the posthumous bearer of the tale. Ms. Marshack declined.

In an email, Dr. Nadel wrote: "I feel that what Megan 'did for love' was keep it private, in her heart, rather than reveal intimate details that could become fodder for cruel jokes."
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Ka, Lone Soldier of New York's Underground Rap Scene, Dies at 52

The rapper, whose birth name was Kaseem Ryan, self-produced 11 albums while also maintaining a career with the New York Fire Department.

Ka performing during the 2014 Pitchfork Music Festival at Union Park in Chicago. Barry Brecheisen/WireImage, via Getty Images



By Johnny Diaz



Oct 15, 2024 at 12:09 AM

Kaseem Ryan, who built a small but fervent following as an underground Brooklyn rapper known as Ka while maintaining a career as a New York City firefighter, died on Saturday. He was 52.

His death was announced by his wife, Mimi Valdes, on Instagram, as well as in a statement posted on his Instagram page. The statement did not specify where or how he died, saying only that he had "died unexpectedly."

First with the mid-1990s underground group Natural Elements and then on 11 solo albums he produced himself and released over nearly two decades, Ka gripped hard-core hip-hop listeners with gloomy beats and vivid descriptions of street life and struggle.

In a 2012 review of his second album, "Grief Pedigree", The New York Times pop music critic Jon Caramanica described Ka as "a striking rapper largely for what he forgoes: flash, filigree, any sense that the hard work is already done."

Kaseem Ryan was born in 1972 and raised in the Brownsville section of Brooklyn. During his teenage years, he dealt crack and sold firearms.

He spent much of the 1990s trying to make a name for himself as a rapper but then quit music altogether, only to return a decade later.

In 2007, at the age of 35, he released his first solo album, "Iron Works." Initially, he had 1,000 copies of the album made and used a guerrilla approach to promote it.

"I gave them to my cousins, my friends. I still had, like, 990 CDs left. So I started giving them away," he said in a 2017 interview with The Times. "I'd drive around the city, and if I heard music coming from the next car at a red light -- boom-boom-boom -- I'd say, 'You like hip-hop?'"

By the time he released his second album, "Grief Pedigree," in 2012, he had cultivated a fan base that was small but passionate enough for him to announce the release on social media and hold a curbside sale in Greenwich Village.

That led to a tradition of album releases: Ka would announce a new album on social media and set up on a street corner to sell a few dozen hard copies from the trunk of his vehicle.

In 2017, in an entry in a New York Times roundup of 25 songs "that tell us where music is going," Jody Rosen wrote that Ka would sit in the study of his Brooklyn home, pack up orders for his CDs and mail them to his fans.

When he wasn't making music, he was a captain in the New York Fire Department.

"I try to keep my job and music separate," he told The Times in 2017. "I never wanted be 'The Rapping Captain.' I try to be a good firefighter. And when I come home, I try to make some dope music."

In some of his songs, Ka invoked the violent lifestyle of drug dealing in the 1990s, and he bemoaned police brutality. In a 2016 New York Post article, he was criticized by members of the New York Police Department for what they felt were anti-police lyrics.

The Instagram statement about his death said he was a 20-year veteran of the Fire Department, and that he had responded to the 2001 terrorist attack on the World Trade Center. He retired from the department in 2019.

In addition to his wife, his survivors include his mother and sister, whose names were not provided in the statement.

Ka's most recent album, "The Thief Next to Jesus," explores Christian themes. It was released this year.

In a review of the album, Pitchfork wrote: "Using understated, purposeful phrases and fragments, Ka draws you in, forcing you to hang onto each word. His delivery is patient and measured, with a steely intensity that's unshakable, as if he's never been more assured in his path forward."

Sheelagh McNeill contributed research.
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Thomas J. Donohue Dies at 86; Transformed Chamber of Commerce

Under his 24-year leadership, the lobbying group developed enormous clout in Washington, but he broke with the Trump administration over immigration, tariffs and the 2020 election.

Thomas J. Donohue in his office in Washington in 2013. He was a scrappy can-do cheerleader for both corporate America and Main Street.  Brendan Hoffman for The New York Times



By Sam Roberts



Oct 16, 2024 at 05:38 PM

Thomas J. Donohue, who transformed a moribund U.S. Chamber of Commerce into a lobbying behemoth and who in recent years challenged President Donald J. Trump's policies on tariffs and immigration, died on Monday at his home in Arlington, Va. He was 86.

The cause was heart failure, his son Thomas Jr. said.

From his perch across the street from the White House, the Brooklyn-born Mr. Donohue was a scrappy can-do cheerleader for corporate America and Main Street as the chief executive of the chamber for 24 years, until he retired in 2021. (From 1997 until 2019, he was simultaneously the chamber's president, until Suzanne P. Clark succeeded him.)

As the Republican Party shifted to the right, the chamber stood its ground in the political center. Under Mr. Donohue, it split with the Trump administration by supporting free trade and immigration reform, and pledged to "more fully reward" members of Congress who "reach the compromises necessary for effective governing."

Even before Mr. Trump was elected in 2016, Mr. Donohue, interviewed on Bloomberg television, said, "Donald Trump has very little idea about what trade really is." On social media he warned that "under Trump's trade plans," including higher tariffs on imported goods, "we would see higher prices, fewer jobs, and a weaker economy."

Without naming names, Mr. Donohue also cautioned that refusal to grant talented immigrants visas to come to America was "morally wrong and politically stupid."

"If you want businesses to grow and the economy to rebound, you allow skilled workers to come here legally to work and contribute to the well-being of our nation; you don't lock them out," Mr. Donohue wrote in an opinion essay in The New York Times in 2020.

The chamber joined other business groups in suing the Trump administration to overturn the restrictions on visas for highly-skilled immigrants.

"If you want the next revolutionary start-up to be founded in America," he added in his essay, "you welcome foreign students; you don't threaten to upend their lives and send them home during the middle of a pandemic."

The Trump administration rescinded its policy of banning foreign students on the condition that they took only online classes.

The chamber also sought to distance itself from congressional Republicans who tried to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election on the basis of false claims of fraud. The chamber said that while "we do not believe it is appropriate to judge members of Congress solely based on their votes on the electoral certification," in making future endorsements it would consider "conduct that erodes our democratic institutions."

In 2020, the chamber, with its long history of favoring business-friendly Republican policies, endorsed 23 Democrats in congressional races, more than three times the number it supported in 2018.

The chamber's primary mission echoed Calvin Coolidge's mantra that "the chief business of the American people is business." Mr. Donohue defined that mission broadly and fortified his arsenal to advance it.

He oversaw the establishment of the chamber's Institute for Legal Reform to lobby for legislation that would, among other goals, make it more difficult for consumers to hold companies accountable for negligence, including workplace safety and environmental hazards.

He expanded the role of the U.S. Chamber Litigation Center to defend industry against what were deemed to be frivolous or unreasonable lawsuits (such as claims that Tootsie Rolls are unhealthy because they contain too much sugar and trans fats) and to initiate legal proceedings to challenge regulatory overreach.

Mr. Donohue, flanked by John Engler, the president of the Business Roundtable, left, and Jay Timmons, the president and chief executive of the National Association of Manufacturers, at a Chamber of Commerce news conference in 2014. Evan Vucci/Associated Press


The chamber also successfully lobbied for legislation to shift class-action cases to federal courts from state jurisdictions, which were considered more accommodating to plaintiffs.

Under his leadership, the chamber reclaimed its pre-eminent role from formidable but niche groups like the National Association of Manufacturers and the Business Roundtable, but also intervened on behalf of specific industries, like cigarette makers.

"If individual companies went out and sued the S.E.C. or said some of the things that I have said about the need to come back to some balance in corporate governance and accounting," Mr. Donohue told The Times in 2005, "they would open themselves up to extraordinary risk and criticism."

In a statement following his death, the chamber said Mr. Donohue "gave business a seat at the table and a voice in the debate in a way it never had before." It added: "It is no exaggeration to say he resurrected the Chamber, taking the institution from good to great and from productive to powerful -- and standing up for business from the nation's capital to every corner of the globe."

Mr. Donohue with President Barack Obama in 2011 before Mr. Obama addressed the organization. Jim Young/Reuters


Thomas Joseph Donohue Jr. was born on Aug. 12, 1938, in Brooklyn, where his father was a production manager for the American Can Company and briefly played for the Brooklyn Dodgers professional football team. His mother, Ruth (Ahearn) Donohue, was a homemaker who had been weakened by rheumatic fever as a child and died at 56.

The family moved to Long Island when he was in the fifth grade.

After graduating from St. Agnes Cathedral High School, in Rockville Centre, N.Y., he earned a bachelor's degree in history from St. John's University. He worked for the Boy Scouts of America and Abilities Inc., an organization that found jobs for wounded World War II veterans, and then received a master's degree in business administration from Adelphi University, in Garden City, N.Y.

He served as a vice president at the College of New Rochelle, in New York, and at Fairfield University, in Connecticut. One of Fairfield's directors, E.T. Klassen, became postmaster general in the early 1970s and recruited Mr. Donohue to be his deputy assistant when the Post Office was being converted into the quasi-independent Postal Service.

Mr. Donohue joined the Chamber of Commerce in 1976 and ran the organization's foundation, membership and grass-roots operations. In 1984, he left to become president and chief executive of the American Trucking Associations. He returned to the chamber in 1997.

In 2022, he was among American business and policy leaders who organized to improve U.S.-China relations.

In addition to his son Thomas, he is survived by two other sons, Keith and John, and five grandchildren. His wife, Elizabeth (Schulz) Donohue, died in 2017.

Mr. Donohue "learned that if you can, you must," he told the Horatio Alger Association in 2013.

"What I mean by that," he said, "is that you have to help those who need help, whether it's someone who works for you or someone you have a relationship with. If they need help and you can do something to make a difference, then you must do it."

He recalled that when he was 20, his future wife helped him overcome mild dyslexia, teaching him how to read phonetically by reciting the words on signs outside doctors' offices along Fifth Avenue.

"Some people might say that what happened to me as a child was a negative experience," Mr. Donohue said. "But I think of it in a positive way. My reading problems made me more verbal. I became a more perceptive person. As a result, I developed skills that have helped me my whole life."
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Times Insider


Hard News and Honky-Tonks: How to Cover the American South

As a reporter responsible for region news in the South, Emily Cochrane covers hurricanes, trials, country music and more.

Emily Cochrane on assignment in Nashville, where she reported on a block party for a beloved honky-tonk, Robert's Western World. Liam Kennedy for The New York Times



By Josh Ocampo



Oct 17, 2024 at 08:00 AM

Times Insider explains who we are and what we do and delivers behind-the-scenes insights into how our journalism comes together.

A presidential campaign. A hurricane. A cult-favorite cabbage slaw.

For Emily Cochrane, a reporter who covers the American South for The New York Times, no day is ever the same.

"It's one of the great joys and challenges of this job," she said in a recent interview. "You could be covering so much at any time."

Ms. Cochrane joined The Times in 2017 as an intern in the Washington bureau. In 2018, she landed a role as a news assistant and soon became a congressional reporter in Washington, D.C.

When presented with the opportunity to cover the South last year, she didn't hesitate.

"When I started at The Times, I set out to do as much as possible and see as much of this complicated country and world as I could," Ms. Cochrane said.

So she packed her things, placed her two cats, Yuzu and Hercules, in carriers and moved from Washington to Nashville to cover the region. In recent months, she has reported on the aftermath of Hurricane Helene and the block-party celebration of a beloved honky-tonk.

In a few conversations -- as she was covering a trial in Memphis -- Ms. Cochrane discussed the regional trends she's watching and the debate over Florida's inclusion in "the South." These are edited excerpts.

Can you describe your beat to readers who may be unfamiliar?

I'm a regional reporter covering the American South, so that means I'm responsible for any news that happens here -- a hurricane, tornado, legislative activity, school shooting, court developments. I have a responsibility to put the news in context for a national audience and to provide insight into the region for people who may have never been here and may never be able to come here.

Readers may have some preconceived notions about the South, the way you might about any place you have never been. It's my job to show them the facets of life here; that can include cultural trends, beloved places or the unique situations that people find themselves in.

Take me through a typical day in your life in your role.

I read news from around the region, find trends and check in with people. If I'm in a city on assignment, I'll talk to whomever I need to for a story. I make a point of walking around the city, seeing the restaurants and other places worth visiting. Being able to get a feel for a place is important.

What are your greatest reporting challenges?

Logistics. If I'm traveling somewhere for an assignment, I have to think through questions like: How long will it take me to drive there? Where am I staying? If there's a weather-related emergency, will I have electricity? When I covered Hurricane Helene, for example, there were several places that didn't have power, cell service, running water or a combination of all three.

Another challenge is that people may not understand how this job works. It was one thing when I was on the Hill, where lawmakers understand what it means to talk to a reporter. But in the South, a lot of people have never considered being covered in The New York Times. For people to open up to me -- a conduit to thousands or even millions of readers -- is a huge ask. Explaining to sources how our jobs work, and then convincing them that we are worthy of telling their story in The Times, is an important challenge.

What's the reaction you get when you tell people you work for The Times?

"You flew all the way from New York City? What are you doing here?"

There will always be people who distrust The Times, but I think it helps to be a reporter who lives near them. I can't claim to be a lifelong Southerner -- as someone from Miami, Florida -- but I think it can be viewed differently when I say that I'm from Nashville.

I was not aware of the debate over Florida belonging to the South or not.

This is my opportunity to acknowledge it. Dear readers of Texas, Virginia and northern Florida, I see you. I hear you. We have incredible reporters in Texas who focus on Texas. Patricia Mazzei covers Florida from Miami. Campbell Robertson covers the Mid-Atlantic.

What trends are you paying attention to?

The tensions between blue urban cities in states that are dominated by rural areas is something I'm really interested in. For example, in Tennessee, both Nashville and Memphis tussle with the Republican state government.

The pandemic also changed a lot. People who work remotely can afford a house and land here. I think there's a shift in who is moving here and what kind of beliefs and cultural ideals they have. That can change a place.

Especially after something like Hurricane Helene, there's a lot to be done about the toll of climate change and what recovery from such devastating storms looks like.

How do you decompress at the end of a workday?

I annoy my cats. I'm trying to crochet. I read incredibly fluffy books that have nothing to do with reality. I'm also a sucker for "Top Chef" and "The Great British Bake Off."
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Quote of the Day: Uncertainty Over Election Stirs Anxiety On Wall St.

Oct 17, 2024 at 04:59 AM

"Right now, we have both economic and political uncertainty."

Ralph L. Schlosstein, chairman emeritus of the investment bank Evercore, on the financial paralysis on Wall Street with neither presidential candidate appearing to be an obvious friend to financiers. Page B1.
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Corrections: Oct. 17, 2024

Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024.

Oct 17, 2024 at 02:30 AM

NATIONAL

An article on Wednesday about the impact that abortion rights could have in elections that could decide control of state supreme courts contained several errors. It misstated the partisan balance of the Michigan Supreme Court. It is 4 to 3 in favor of Democrats, not 5 to 4. It misstated the status of one race. The chief justice's seat in Michigan is not up for election. These errors were repeated in a picture caption. The article also misstated the number of states in which Planned Parenthood is running ads for State Supreme Court elections. It is six, not four.

An article on Oct. 9 about Comet Tsuchinshan-ATLAS misstated the year in which Comet NEOWISE was visible. It was 2020, not 2021.

BUSINESS

An article on Tuesday about nationalizing the water industry in England and Wales amid sewage spills and rising household bills, using an erroneous figure from the Water Services Regulation Authority, misstated the amount that water companies have invested in the water and sewage system since privatization. They have invested more than PS230 billion, with about PS100 billion contributed by debt and equity investors, not PS130 billion.

OBITUARIES

An obituary on Monday about the writer and architectural historian David Garrard Lowe misstated the given name of a preservationist who said Mr. Lowe's book "Lost Chicago" "inspired legions, generations of preservationists." She is Anna Weaver, not Ann.

An obituary on Sunday about the television reporter Warren Wilson referred incorrectly to Warren Cereghino, who said that Mr. Wilson "had brought great acclaim to our news operation." He is a former news director at the Los Angeles TV station KTLA, not a former editor.

Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email nytnews@nytimes.com. To share feedback, please visit nytimes.com/readerfeedback.

Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to letters@nytimes.com.

For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email customercare@nytimes.com.
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Review: 'Ainadamar' Fills the Met Opera Stage With Flamenco

Osvaldo Golijov and David Henry Hwang's opera, inspired by the life of Federico Garcia Lorca, arrived at the Met with a dizzying blend of styles.

Angel Blue, left, and Daniela Mack in Osvaldo Golijov's "Ainadamar," a 2003 work that is the composer's Metropolitan Opera debut. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Joshua Barone



Oct 16, 2024 at 04:52 PM

It took nearly 20 years, but the music of Osvaldo Golijov has arrived at the Metropolitan Opera. And it's not the work that he originally expected.

In 2006, Peter Gelb, before taking over as the company's general manager, announced that Golijov, celebrated at the time for his jubilantly multicultural hit "La Pasion Segun San Marcos," had been commissioned to write a new opera for the Met. The company later said it would be based on Euripides' "Iphigenia in Aulis," with a premiere set for the 2018-19 season.

Then, in 2016, during a dry spell for the composer, who had developed a reputation for missed deadlines, the project was called off.

There was another Golijov opera readily available for the Met to program, though: "Ainadamar," a fantasia about the Spanish poet and playwright Federico Garcia Lorca. It's a seemingly sure bet, so frequently performed since its 2003 premiere that it has appeared in New York multiple times already.

So Golijov finally got to take his bow on the house's stage, with the opening of a new production of "Ainadamar" on Tuesday. A fluidly staged dream heavy on flamenco spectacle, it was assured in its movement, but not in its musical performance. After all these years, the Met still doesn't appear quite ready for Golijov.

The production, directed by Deborah Colker, has constant flamenco choreography by Colker and Antonio Najarro. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times


To a degree, that's understandable. Golijov's brand of freely associated idioms doesn't come naturally to classically trained musicians, nor is it persuasive without a fully inhabited performance. And "Ainadamar" is an absolute melting pot of influences. David Henry Hwang's libretto has aspects of memory and passion plays, with episodes of ritual that transcend theater. The score draws not only from flamenco, but also from klezmer, folk traditions and too much else to list here. At times, Golijov fits a style to a scene; at others he is intriguingly counterintuitive, depicting Havana with a three-beat dance rather than the more obvious choice of two-beat, duple-meter habanera.


Golijov's score gives a lot of freedom to performers, which can be a challenge. Pages go by with the direction "senza misura," or no clearly defined measures. Guitars are given chords and moods rather than notation. The vocal writing, far from traditionally operatic, is encouraged to sound like the music of the streets; one character sings entirely in the cante jondo, or deep song, of flamenco.

All this comes together for a dramaturgically slight, 80-minute tale in three "images" about the actress Margarita Xirgu, the star of Lorca's breakthrough play, "Mariana Pineda." In 1969, she is reminiscing about the poet with her student Nuria, a role with so little purpose, she may as well be in Xirgu's mind, too.

In those flashbacks, we meet Lorca, Xirgu's physically awkward, gay, artistically daring friend. "Ainadamar" means "fountain of tears," an evocative image for a requiem, and the name of the natural spring near Lorca's native Granada where he is believed to have been killed by Nationalists in 1936, in the early days of the Spanish Civil War.

Golijov and Hwang equate Lorca and the political martyr Mariana Pineda, with ritualized mourning and a mythic treatment of their murders. Each "image" opens with or includes a chorus of "ninas" singing a ballad from "Mariana Pineda" about the sad day in Granada when "the stones began to cry." Elsewhere, Golijov evokes Andalusia with electronic tracks, including galloping hooves and gunfire distorted with the intensely rhythmic drive of baile flamenco.

On Tuesday, the chorus adopted the vibrato-free sound of street song, and mixed seamlessly with an ensemble of dancers woven throughout the production. The most authentic voice onstage was that of Alfredo Tejada, a flamenco singer who plays the Nationalist Ramon Ruiz Alonso with the spine-tingling Granadan soul that Lorca described as "el duende."

Compare that with the relatively straightforward soprano voice Angel Blue, in the role of Margarita. A regular at the Met, Blue has a mighty sound and a genial presence, but that kind of loveliness has little place in "Ainadamar"; her lower range, rather than earthy and teeming with "el duende," was underpowered and indistinct.


Blue did blend gracefully, though, with her fellow stars: the soprano Elena Villalon, bright and penetrating as Nuria, and the mezzo-soprano Daniela Mack as Lorca. Both singers had excellent outings at the Met earlier this year, Villalon in "Orfeo ed Euridice" and Mack in "El Nino." (Encouragingly, the Met, after nearly a century without a Spanish-language production, has now had three within a year with "Ainadamar," "El Nino" and "Florencia en el Amazonas.")

Lorca is written as a trouser role, emphasizing, for better or worse, the poet's youth and femininity, but can also be sung by a high tenor or countertenor. Mack, with a creamily rich sound, lends the part true heft, while appearing uncannily like Lorca. Near the end, she and the sopranos are united in a gorgeous, "Rosenkavalier"-esque trio that exemplifies Golijov's gift for irresistible beauty.

The Met's orchestra, conducted by Miguel Harth-Bedoya in his house debut, was at its best in those kinds of passages, but often struggled with Golijov's stylistic melange. Offstage trumpets at the start, instructed to play freely, instead had a soulless rigidity short on Andalusian atmosphere. Harth-Bedoya is a veteran of this score, but whatever comfort he has with it didn't extend to the instrumentalists.

Deborah Colker, a choreographer known for her Cirque du Soleil productions, makes her opera debut with this staging, which ran at Detroit Opera last year. Deceptively simple, it unfolds around and within a towering circular curtain of individual strings, designed by Jon Bausor, and under the dramatic spotlights of Paul Keogan. Tal Rosner's video art, projected onto the curtain, is both decorative and literal-minded; in the section "Fountain of Tears," he provides images of water drops that streak on glass, yes, like tears.

With constant flamenco choreography by Colker and Antonio Najarro, the production leans into the abstract qualities of Golijov's score. The result, though, is often music in service of dance. Throughout the staging, there are elements of theater, but not of drama. Maybe that problem is inherent in the piece, which is too thin to satisfy as drama, yet too dramatic to satisfy as ritual.

You could picture a more successful presentation of "Ainadamar" as an oratorio in the concert hall, in the vein of "La Pasion Segun San Marcos." But as written, and as performed at the Met, the opera doesn't crackle and smolder like the Lorca works it so earnestly tries to honor.

Ainadamar

Through Nov. 9 at the Metropolitan Opera, Manhattan; metopera.org.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/16/arts/music/met-opera-ainadamar-review.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Exhibition Recreating Anne Frank's Secret Annex to Open in New York

For the first time, the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam will replicate the cramped rooms where Frank and her family spent two years hiding to evade Nazi capture.

Anne Frank shared a room in the annex with Fritz Pfeffer, a dentist and acquaintance of the Frank family. The Anne Frank House in Amsterdam features a completely unfurnished annex; the New York City exhibition will be fully furnished, as it would have been when the eight Jews were in hiding there. via Anne Frank House



By Laurel Graeber



Oct 16, 2024 at 05:00 AM

It will soon be possible to experience in New York City the haunting atmosphere of the secret annex, the warren of narrow, shadowy rooms where Anne Frank wrote her diary. On Wednesday, the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam, the museum containing the annex where Frank, her family and four other Jews took refuge from the Nazis, is to announce the winter opening of "Anne Frank the Exhibition," which will feature the first full-scale re-creation of the hiding place on foreign soil.

The result of a partnership between the Anne Frank House and the Center for Jewish History, the installation will open on Jan. 27, 2025 -- International Holocaust Remembrance Day -- in the center's building on Union Square in Manhattan. On view through April 30, the show will replicate the cramped spaces that Frank and the others inhabited from July 1942 until August 1944, when the Nazis discovered them. Anne Frank, then 15, died several months later in the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp; only Otto Frank, her father, survived the Holocaust.

"We are probably one of the most visited historical sites in Europe, and many people, 1.2 million visitors every year, come to see this place," Ronald Leopold, the Anne Frank House's executive director, said in a phone interview. "But we do realize that so many more people do not have the opportunity to travel to Amsterdam." For those, he added, the New York show, for which tickets are now on sale online, "provides a connection to the story about Frank that has the same kind of emotional impact."

A handwritten page of poetry that Anne Frank contributed to a friend's album. via Anne Frank House, Photo by Ray van der Bas


Although the installation, which is expected to draw huge crowds, will be a meticulous reconstruction, it will differ in one important respect. While the Amsterdam annex is empty, as Otto Frank wished -- "It's a place about absence," Leopold said -- the New York space will look lived in, including some furnishings once owned by the Franks before the war and recovered by Otto Frank afterward.

"We feel that this will bring audiences who are not necessarily familiar with the story closer to that history and closer to Anne Frank," he said.

The re-creation will also be more accessible, occupying one floor, with nonfunctioning stairs indicating the different levels of the real annex.

The entire 7,500-square-foot exhibition will cover decades, including Frank's early life in Frankfurt, the rise of the Third Reich and Otto Frank's postwar years. Its multimedia elements include a floor-to-ceiling representation of life in Amsterdam in 1941 and a lighted glass floor that pinpoints the locations of mass killing sites during the Holocaust. (Although the design elements are adaptable to other venues, there are no plans yet for the show to travel.)

While Anne Frank's handwritten diary remains in Amsterdam (published editions will be on view), the exhibition will display more than 100 other original artifacts. Some, like Frank's first photo album and her best friend's poetry journal, in which Frank wrote a piece of original verse, have never been exhibited in the United States. The show will even have a New York connection: postwar correspondence between Otto Frank and students at a school in the Bronx.

"We know how important and relevant this history is," Leopold said, adding, "regardless of who you are."
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A Lawyer Seeking Sean Combs Accusers via Hotline Files 6 Lawsuits

The Houston lawyer Tony Buzbee filed suits in New York with new allegations of rape and sexual assault from 1995 to 2021. Mr. Combs denied the accusations.

The lawyer Tony Buzbee held a news conference this month to announce he had clients with claims against Sean Combs, and to solicit more. Elizabeth Conley/Houston Chronicle, via Associated Press



By Julia Jacobs



Oct 15, 2024 at 05:27 PM

The embattled music mogul Sean Combs is facing six more sexual assault lawsuits in New York, including one from a man who accused Mr. Combs of groping his genitals when he was 16, in what a team of lawyers say are the first filings from dozens of plaintiffs.

The lawsuits, filed on Monday in Federal District Court in Manhattan, also accuse Mr. Combs of raping two men and two women and forcing another man to perform oral sex in allegations that span from 1995 to 2021. All of the claims were filed anonymously.

The filings further intensify the legal troubles facing Mr. Combs, the longtime record executive and performer known as Diddy and Puff Daddy, as he awaits a trial for federal racketeering and sex trafficking charges in a Brooklyn jail. He has pleaded not guilty, and his lawyers said in a statement in response to the new lawsuits that "Mr. Combs has never sexually assaulted anyone -- adult or minor, man or woman."

The new lawsuits were brought by a personal injury lawyer in Houston, Tony Buzbee, who has used Instagram and a widely publicized news conference to solicit clients. Mr. Buzbee detailed the scope of his work at the news conference this month, where he spoke in front of a backdrop displaying a large red hotline number that people with claims against Mr. Combs could call.

"After the indictment of Sean Combs and the announcement that we were pursuing these claims, the floodgates opened," Mr. Buzbee said at the news conference.

In one of the lawsuits filed on Monday, a plaintiff recounts a 1998 encounter with Mr. Combs at one of the entertainer's famous White Parties at his mansion in the Hamptons. The suit says the plaintiff, who was 16 at the time, bumped into Mr. Combs and shared his dreams of "becoming a star," after which Mr. Combs told him that he needed to drop his pants. When the plaintiff complied, the suit says, Mr. Combs grabbed and squeezed his genitals.

Mr. Buzbee is a well-known figure in the world of plaintiff's lawyers, securing settlements for at least 30 women who accused the N.F.L. quarterback Deshaun Watson of sexual misconduct during massage appointments. He said his staff is carefully vetting a large number of complaints about Mr. Combs that the law office has fielded since it began its outreach efforts. In one 24-hour period, Mr. Buzbee has said, the hotline received thousands of calls. The law firm's website also uses a chatbot that asks if visitors are "victims of Sean 'Diddy' Combs."

Mr. Combs's representatives have presented the operation as part of a "reckless media circus." But on Monday, the forecasting of claims turned into concrete legal filings that the mogul must respond to in court.

"The press conference and 1-800 number that preceded today's barrage of filings were clear attempts to garner publicity," Mr. Combs's lawyers said in their statement. "Mr. Combs and his legal team have full confidence in the facts, their legal defenses and the integrity of the judicial process."

In two other suits filed on Monday, women accuse Mr. Combs of raping them at parties in New York City. One plaintiff accuses Mr. Combs of raping her in 1995 at a promotional party for a music video by the Notorious B.I.G., the rapper who was one of the early stars of Mr. Combs's label, Bad Boy Records. The lawsuit says Mr. Combs asked the plaintiff to speak with him privately when she was dancing with friends, and then became violent after she rejected his advances.

"When plaintiff attempted to pull away, he violently struck her, slamming her head against the wall and causing her to fall to the floor," the lawsuit says.

The suit says that after Mr. Combs raped her on a bathroom floor, he said, "You better not tell anyone about this, or you will disappear."

Four of the plaintiffs in Monday's lawsuits are men, including one who said he was working security at a White Party in the Hamptons in 2006 when Mr. Combs drugged him, pushed him into a van and raped him.

Another man's lawsuit says that in 2008, the plaintiff was an adviser at Ecko, a competitor to Mr. Combs's Sean John clothing brand, when he encountered Mr. Combs and three bodyguards in a stockroom at Macy's flagship store in Manhattan. The lawsuit says the man was hit at the base of the neck, and then Mr. Combs forced his penis in the plaintiff's mouth. The lawsuit, which also names Macy's as a defendant, says the man reported the sexual assault to security and was fired about three weeks later.

Macy's did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

All but one of the lawsuits filed on Monday are based on allegations that fall outside the statute of limitations for sexual assault, relying on a New York City provision, called the Victims of Gender-Motivated Violence Protection Law, to revive the claims. There are court battles over the scope of the law, and some rulings have cast doubt on whether the law can be used to revive claims from the 1990s.

The deluge of lawsuits against Mr. Combs, 54, started last year after the singer Cassie, his former girlfriend, sued him, alleging years of physical and sexual abuse. Mr. Combs quickly settled, but nearly a dozen lawsuits followed, including seven from women accusing Mr. Combs of sexual assault. He has denied the allegations and his lawyers have been fighting the claims in court.

In the criminal case, Mr. Combs's defense lawyers on Tuesday asked a judge to order that federal prosecutors disclose the identities of the alleged victims in the case, who have so far been unnamed, arguing that the government has been forcing the defense to play a "guessing game" made more challenging by an "onslaught of baseless allegations" in civil suits.

"These swirling allegations have created a hysterical media circus that, if left unchecked, will irreparably deprive Mr. Combs of a fair trial, if they haven't already," the lawyers wrote.

The defense team noted that the breadth of the government's indictment, which accuses Mr. Combs of "persistent and pervasive pattern of abuse toward women and other individuals," could be interpreted as "treating Mr. Combs's entire sexual history over the past 16 years as part of the alleged criminal conspiracy."

The civil suits filed on Monday came some two weeks after Mr. Buzbee announced his plan to file on behalf of multiple plaintiffs, a public approach to discussing litigation before the actual submission of legal papers that several legal experts characterized as somewhat unusual.

Stephen Gillers, a legal scholar who studies lawyer conduct, said he saw the news conference, while somewhat unique, as a form of free legal advertising, which is an accepted practice with professional rules attached. "The lawyers are announcing their volume of plaintiffs as a way to attract other plaintiffs," he said.

He noted that in the news conference, Mr. Buzbee alluded to "powerful people" who would be "exposed" by the allegations, suggesting to him that the lawyers may be angling for settlements from celebrities other than Mr. Combs or corporations linked to the accusations. "I see this as possibly a warning to defendants," Professor Gillers said.

Mr. Buzbee declined to participate in an interview but said in emailed responses to questions that the news conference allowed him to speak directly to potential victims and witnesses, and to send a message without a "litany of interviews."

"I want people who have been scarred to know they are not alone," he said in the email.

Mr. Buzbee added that his co-counsel, Andrew Van Arsdale, a lawyer in California who has been closely involved in sexual abuse cases against the Boy Scouts of America, received the initial calls about Mr. Combs. A large wave of calls came after Mr. Buzbee posted on Instagram that he was involved in the cases, he said.

Mr. Combs's lawyers have highlighted that approach -- including the hotline number -- to try to undercut the wave of claims. Mr. Buzbee has said that the allegations are being carefully vetted. In the email, he said that the team involved more than 100 screeners and 30 lawyers.

Ben Sisario and Matt Stevens contributed reporting.
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In Dallas, an Entire Dance Troupe Was Fired. Now They're Protesting.

Former artists of Dallas Black Dance Theater say they were dismissed in retaliation for forming a union. The company denies the accusation.

Nile Ruff, left, and Sean Smith, two former Dallas Black Dance Theater dancers, picketed outside the Moody Performance Hall in Dallas on Friday, the company's opening night. Rambo Elliott for The New York Times



By Javier C. Hernandez



Oct 16, 2024 at 10:05 AM

The renowned Dallas Black Dance Theater opened its 48th season with a showcase of African dance on Friday. It should have been a night of celebration.

But as audience members filed into Moody Performance Hall in Dallas that evening, they were greeted by a group of dancers, musicians, teachers and union activists who denounced the company's recent decision to fire and replace its main troupe of nine full-time dancers. A giant inflatable rat, a symbol of union protest, glowered on the sidewalk.

"Dallas Black, bring them back!" the demonstrators shouted. "Tear up your ticket, join our picket!"

The protest was the latest salvo in a monthslong dispute between the former dancers and Dallas Black Dance Theater, a troupe with a storied history and a budget of about $4.4 million.

The dancers say they were fired in August in retaliation for voting to form a union. Dallas Black Dance Theater's leaders deny that charge, saying they were terminated for posting a video that violated company policies on their Instagram account, @dancersofdbdt. In the video, set to the theme from the 1990s sitcom "Family Matters," the dancers strike goofy poses, twerk, hang from a ballet barre and at one point, pretend to punch each other.

Now the dispute threatens to cloud the company's new season, with the fired dancers demanding to be reinstated and vowing to form picket lines at coming performances.

Many of the fired dancers have previously worked with their replacements, adding another layer of resentment and unease. Jobs in the dance industry have grown even more precarious since the pandemic, which strained the finances of many arts organizations.

"We want justice," said Terrell Rogers Jr., 28, who was fired. "The dancers of this company deserve much better."

Zenetta S. Drew, the executive director of Dallas Black Dance Theater, defended the company's actions and denied that the terminations were punishment for labor activism. She said she was disappointed the former dancers were continuing their campaign.

"We're very excited to move forward with the remainder of our season," she said.

For months, tensions have been rising at Dallas Black Dance Theater, founded in 1976 in part to increase Black representation in the dance industry.

In the spring, the dancers, concerned about work conditions, discussed the possibility of forming a union with the American Guild of Musical Artists, which represents more than 6,500 artists across the country. The company's managers discouraged them from doing so.

"We do not believe that putting a union between leaders and dancers is in the best interest of anyone at the D.B.D.T., least of all our patrons," the company's founder, Ann Williams, wrote in a letter to dancers before the vote.

But the dancers persisted, voting to form a union in May. The company said that it accepted the result and recognized the dancers as union members when it extended employment offers for the 2024-25 season.

The dancers, who were joined by musicians, teachers and union activists at Moody Performance Hall, are demanding to be reinstated and vowing to form picket lines at coming performances. Rambo Elliott for The New York Times


Over the summer, the dancers continued their activism, protesting the dismissal of a 14-year veteran of the company. The Guild filed complaints with the National Labor Relations Board, accusing the company of unfair practices, including not hiring dancers to teach at the company's academy.

In early August, Dallas Black Dance Theater fired all nine dancers. Drew said the company did so in response to the Instagram video, posted on June 21. She said the company's leaders had not become aware of the video until late July. On Aug. 17, the company held auditions for replacements.

Drew said that the dancers had inappropriately used the company's brand, and that the video had harmed the company's reputation and jeopardized sponsorships. She said the video violated company policies because it depicted unsafe practices, vulgar acts and violent behavior.

"Our dancers are role models," Drew said. "They teach thousands of students. They introduce dance as African Americans."

The dancers have pushed back against suggestions that the video was inappropriate.

"It's playful and harmless," said Gillian Clifford, 24. "Nothing was as vulgar as they have suggested."

Even if the company's leaders found the video objectionable, she added, she was puzzled that they would fire the entire troupe, rather than focus on the few whose actions they deemed inappropriate.

"This is about the union," she said. "It was very clear from the beginning that they didn't want us to unionize."

The Guild has filed a grievance about the mass firings with the National Labor Relations Board, and it has issued a "do not work" order against the company. At protests, the dancers and union activists have denounced the replacement dancers as scabs. The Dallas City Council has said it is looking into the matter.

In the meantime, the fired dancers have been looking for new jobs. Some are struggling to keep up with rent and other expenses.

After handing out fliers recently, Rogers, who joined the company in 2018, said he was surprised that some residents seemed unaware of the dispute.

"We have to tell people, 'We used to dance,'" he said. "'We were the people that you were seeing on the stage. We were the artists. That was us.'"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/16/arts/dance/dallas-black-dance-theater-company-fired-protesting.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Critic's Notebook


'The Apprentice' Gets a Young Trump Ready for His Close-Up

Beyond its story of Donald Trump's early years in business, "The Apprentice" traces his origins as a media celebrity.

"The Apprentice," with Maria Bakalova and Sebastian Stan, depicts the beginning of Donald Trump's transformation into a celebrity. Pief Weyman/Briarcliff Entertainment, via Associated Press



By James Poniewozik



Oct 16, 2024 at 10:03 AM

"The Apprentice" is a movie about the early adult life of Donald J. Trump, but it ends with his birth.

In the film's final scene, Mr. Trump (Sebastian Stan) is meeting with Tony Schwartz (Eoin Duffy), the writer with whom he will collaborate on "The Art of the Deal." Mr. Trump, as the film makes clear, was a known quantity before then. But with the best-selling book, a celebrity was born.

The book, published in 1987, vaulted him from regional tabloid name to pop-culture phenomenon, portrayed in skits on "Saturday Night Live," playing himself in sitcom and movie cameos, becoming an all-purpose media symbol of ostentatious wealth. The book helped make him a TV star -- Mark Burnett, the producer of the reality-TV show "The Apprentice," was a fan -- and that stardom helped make him president.

All that, however, comes after the events of the movie "The Apprentice." Directed by Ali Abbasi, the film focuses on how the young Mr. Trump was molded by two father figures. His actual father, Fred Trump (Martin Donovan), instilled the belief that a man's highest aspiration is to be a "killer." His moral father, the lawyer, fixer and onetime Joseph McCarthy henchman Roy Cohn (Jeremy Strong), taught him that life is a constant fight with three rules: Attack, attack, attack; deny, deny, deny; and never admit defeat.

But it is also about how a local real estate developer's son evolved into the media-bestriding character we know. Cohn, whose life as a closeted gay man was famously captured in Tony Kushner's "Angels in America," kept a busy social calendar and believed in the value of information and social capital, of knowing people and being seen.

To that end, the Mr. Cohn of the movie gives his young disciple a directive more consequential than any tips on beating housing discrimination lawsuits: "Keep your name in the papers." The young Mr. Trump, not yet the media hound who lives for the camera lights, requires some teaching. In a memorable scene, he takes a phone call in Mr. Cohn's car for an early newspaper profile, with Mr. Cohn coaching, correcting, almost puppeteering him.

We have had a lot of Donald Trumps by now. Alec Baldwin played him as a bloviating parade float on "S.N.L."; Brendan Gleeson made him a threatening, sharklike creature of appetite in "The Comey Rule"; Anthony Atamanuik captured his chaotic stream-of-consciousness -- Leopold Bloom by way of Queens -- on "The President Show."

But we haven't had many young Trumps. It's striking to see Mr. Abbasi and Mr. Stan excavate this early version of their subject as Mr. Trump, now 78, shows his age on the campaign trail, going on inscrutable tangents and halting a town hall Q.-and-A. to sway to a playlist of his favorite songs, for over a half-hour.

In "The Apprentice," he is all drive and hunger. Mr. Stan catches something of the unformed, creamy-voiced mogul-in-embryo that you can see in clips of his early interviews, affecting the air of glamour he needed to advance his aspirations beyond his father's rough-edged outer-borough macherdom.

The portrayal is no love letter. The film depicts Mr. Trump raping his first wife, Ivana (Maria Bakalova), an accusation he has denied. (Ivana Trump accused Mr. Trump of rape in a divorce deposition but later said in a statement, "I do not want my words to be interpreted in a literal or criminal sense.") "The Apprentice" also suggests that a good portion of the go-getter personality for which Mr. Trump became famous in the 1980s came out of a pill bottle.

But would you believe it's also sympathetic? The young Donald the movie introduces is no hero. But he's a hustler, running his mouth and burning shoe leather to try to cut deals, work angles and persuade his father to think bigger. Whatever you think of the actual, present-day Donald Trump, this is the kind of plot dynamic that, subconsciously, puts you on a movie character's side.

This Donald Trump is somebody who wants to be more than he is. And you can only achieve part of that goal by buying and building skyscrapers. To get really big -- America big -- requires owning psychic real estate. You get that through notoriety, through the tabloids and above all, through television.

Mr. Trump with a model of Trump Tower in 1980, the beginning of a decade that saw his fame grow beyond New York. Don Hogan Charles/The New York Times


Even as "The Apprentice" traces Mr. Trump's rise, moral corruption and business overextension in the 1980s, it also follows him through his early days of media peacockery. As Trump Tower rises, and his profile with it, he dazzles the New York press and sits for an interview with Rona Barrett (Valerie O'Connor), the entertainment journalist who was among the first to intuit his star quality and ambitions.

The real-life Mr. Trump has panned the film on social media. He is known to be partial to classics like "Sunset Boulevard," the Billy Wilder tragicomedy about a silent-film star declining in a baroque mansion that has become a prison of her past glory. "The Apprentice" is no "Sunset Boulevard," but it is, in a kindred way, a cautionary tale about fame.

We know what Mr. Trump will become after the credits roll. Mr. Cohn, who died of complications from AIDS in 1986, did not live to see those fruits of his labors. But he had an eye for talent, and he got a glimpse. Late in the film, an ailing Mr. Cohn visits Mr. Trump in his palatial digs at Mar-a-Lago and admires his protege's appearance. "You look like the fella from 'Miami Vice,'" Cohn says.

The transformation is more than physical. Mr. Trump, "The Apprentice" shows us, was made for TV.
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'We Are Not a Monolith': Black Artists Gather at the Philharmonic

An Afromodernism festival at the New York Philharmonic shines a light on Black artists, who are vastly underrepresented in classical music.

Nathalie Joachim, center, the composer of "Had to Be," which the New York Philharmonic will premiere on Thursday as part of its festival Afromodernism: Music of the African Diaspora. Tony Cenicola/The New York Times



By Javier C. Hernandez



Oct 15, 2024 at 07:15 PM

At the New York Philharmonic's festival Afromodernism: Music of the African Diaspora, the composer Nathalie Joachim plans to showcase the richness of Black musical expression, like Haitian funeral brass bands, swing and New York Minimalism.

"We are not a monolith," she said.

Black artists have long struggled to be seen or heard in classical music. And despite some recent progress, they remain vastly underrepresented among orchestra players, soloists, composers and conductors.

But this week, Black musicians will be front and center at the Philharmonic, which is devoting a series of concerts and events to the music of the African diaspora. On Thursday and Friday, the orchestra will play works by living composers like Joachim and Carlos Simon and revered figures like William Grant Still, whose Symphony No. 4 celebrates the fusion of musical cultures in the United States.

On Saturday, the orchestra will host a Young People's concert focused on diasporic experiences. And later this month, the Philharmonic will also present a concert by the International Contemporary Ensemble, the contemporary music group, featuring a variety of Black composers.

The composer Carlos Simon wants to shatter stereotypes about Black American culture, with a piece highlighting dance forms including tap, holy dance, ring shout and waltz.

"There will be people in the audience who had no idea that Black people were doing a waltz," he said about wealthy Black Americans in the 1930s who had debutante balls for their children. "It's going to be a learning experience."

The composer Carlos Simon, whose "Four Black American Dances" will open the festival. Caroline Yang for The New York Times


While composers and performers praised the Afromodernism festival, they said the Philharmonic and other classical music ensembles should more regularly feature Black artists.

"It has to be part of the regular programming, too," Joachim said. "It shouldn't always be a special event: 'Here's our concert with all the Black people in it.'"

Joachim commended the Philharmonic for offering a forum for Black voices. But she said that the term Afromodernism separated Black people from the idea of modernism.

"I think it is meant to be an invitation for us into modernity, but to me, Black people have been utterly modern," she said. "Everything started from the continent. Africanism is about modernity, and always has been."

Progress has been slow. The share of Black orchestra players has barely shifted in the past few years, rising to 2.4 percent in the 2022-23 season, up from 1.8 percent a decade earlier, according to a study by the League of American Orchestras. There is still only one Black player in the Philharmonic, out of 97: Anthony McGill, the principal clarinet.

In the 20th century, many Black composers struggled to be taken seriously by scholars and critics, who questioned their ability to write experimental music. In 1950, Still wrote, "There is resentment against a Negro composer who doggedly insists that he can and will write abstract music of a nonracial nature."

Today, Black composers say that it can be difficult to land commissions and to have ensembles perform their music with the seriousness they might give Mozart or Mahler. Even thriving composers say they have encountered the perception that their success is because of their race.

Simon, whose work, "Four Black American Dances," will open the Philharmonic's festival, said he has tried to dispel that notion.

"I'm here so other composers can have the opportunity and there won't be such a thing as 'You're a Black composer and you should have this opportunity,'" he said. "No, your music is good. That's why it is getting commissioned."

At the Philharmonic and other top ensembles, Black composers have been more visible in recent years. When the orchestra's home, David Geffen Hall, reopened in 2022 after a major renovation, it was inaugurated by an Etienne Charles work that paid tribute to the musical legacy of San Juan Hill, a neighborhood home to many Black residents that was razed to build Lincoln Center.

"There's a place here for the whole of our community," said Patrick Castillo, the Philharmonic's vice president of artistic planning. "We want to be sure we're offering a platform for all manner of perspectives."

Some Black artists say they feel a new freedom to experiment. When the Philharmonic commissioned Joachim to write a concerto, she had an unconventional idea: using music to explore fashion and style. She was intrigued by Black dandyism and the ways in which Black men used clothes to subvert power structures and create new identities. The concerto, "Had to Be," opens with a band offstage that evokes funeral marches from the Caribbean.

"It's about inviting people into this space of collectivity," she said, "which is really the antithesis of a concerto in my mind."

Seth Parker Woods, the concerto's solo cellist, who has Creole roots, said that he felt deeply connected to the work. "The harmonies and rhythms speak directly to our culture," he said.

The festival, Parker Woods said, felt like a reunion among artists and friends: "a giant party showcasing many different viewpoints and stories."

"You're seeing more of the faces that we should have been seeing and stories that we should have been hearing centuries ago," he said.

The conductor Thomas Wilkins, who is leading the festival's concerts, said that orchestras are "getting more and more courageous" in featuring overlooked Black composers and rising stars. When he was a student in the 1970s and 1980s, he noted, Black composers were not a part of the discussion.

He said he hoped the festival would show audiences that "this music has a direct relationship to their everyday lives."

"In the face of beauty, all of us are humbled," he said. "The sheer power of music is that you can relate to it -- even if it was written by someone who doesn't look like you."
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A French Play Explores the Enduring Allure of 'Showgirls'

Inspired by Paul Verhoeven's infamous 1995 film, "Showgirl" considers what it means to be an actress who gets naked.

"Every time I watch it, I discover something new," Marlene Saldana, a creator of the play and its star, said of "Showgirls." Narcisse Agency



By Elisabeth Vincentelli



Oct 16, 2024 at 10:02 AM

Las Vegas was a hot location for movies in 1995. Nicolas Cage battled his demons in the character study "Leaving Las Vegas," with Elisabeth Shue caught in the crossfire. Sharon Stone was a shrewd hustler turned mob wife in the Martin Scorsese drama "Casino." All three actors landed Oscar nominations (Cage won), and even when certain critics didn't care for those films, they at least respected them.

That cannot be said of the third major Vegas movie from that year: Paul Verhoeven's NC-17-rated "Showgirls," the flashy, brash, somewhat bonkers tale of a dancer named Nomi Malone (Elizabeth Berkley) who claws her way to the top of the seminude entertainment heap -- or volcano, as the case may be.

And yet it is that film that has inspired a documentary, drag tributes, musical spoofs, memes, academic essays (some of them collected in the recent anthology "The Year's Work in 'Showgirls' Studies," from Indiana University Press) and even a poetic retelling in sestinas. The latest entry in this ever-evolving galaxy is Marlene Saldana and Jonathan Drillet's "Showgirl," a French play with an original techno score that will be performed at N.Y.U. Skirball on Friday and Saturday.

'It Doesn't Suck'

Saldana discovered the movie fairly early, catching it on VHS a couple of years after its release. She watched it like most people did around that time: for a laugh.

"As I started doing more and more dance, I realized it's a cult film in that world, like 'Flashdance' or 'The Red Shoes' -- something else was going on," Saldana, 45, said in a video interview from France.

"I genuinely love this film," she added. "Every time I watch it, I discover something new."

The various takes on "Showgirls" nowadays cover a wide spectrum in which serious-minded dissections counterbalance the midnight-screening crowd's laughter and the drag satires. The movie is "revered both at the 'low' end of pop culture as a hardy cult favorite, and at the 'high' end by academics as a critical fetish object," Adam Nayman wrote in his book "It Doesn't Suck: 'Showgirls.'"

"Most films are so cut and dry: you see it and it's forgettable," said Jeffrey McHale, who directed the documentary "You Don't Nomi" (2020), about the enduring pull of Verhoeven's divisive feature. "'Showgirls' sticks with you. Part of the process for me was figuring out why I was drawn to it. I feel like I still haven't figured it out. So much of what gets wrapped into its allure is the criticism of it and how you view it, what you know, is your take right or wrong."

At the center of the movie's appeal are questions that can never be answered to everybody's satisfaction: What did Verhoeven and the screenwriter Joe Eszterhas actually intend to say? Is the movie inept or shrewd? Ambitious or crass? Exploitative or feminist?

Janet Maslin, whose scathing 1995 review in The New York Times deemed the film "a bare-butted bore," is still not a fan. In a recent phone conversation, she alluded to a fundamental ambiguity that keeps the debate alive: "Are you seeing this from the point of view of the woman who's exerting all this sexual power or are you seeing it from the point of view of those who are looking at her as an object?" (Her take: It's "windbag empowerment," she said of Eszterhas and Verhoeven's movie.)

Elizabeth Berkley in "Showgirls." Saldana said she "really wanted to talk about what happened to Elizabeth Berkley: What does it mean to be an actress?" Murray Close/United Artists


'Like a long poem'

The P.O.V. issue is central to the production coming to Skirball, in a presentation with L'Alliance New York as part of the Crossing the Line Festival. Unlike, say, Bob and Tobly McSmith's "Showgirls! The Musical!," or the video in which John Early, Kate Berlant and Cole Escola recreate the movie's notorious audition scene, the new show is not satirical, and it is not a re-enactment.

"We thought about my doing the whole thing on my own as a monologue, but it was all too formal and not all that interesting," said Saldana, whose stage career includes collaborations with the choreographer Boris Charmatz and the director Christophe Honore.

Then, during the Covid lockdown, a neighbor introduced her to -- "this is going to be a cringe reference," Saldana warned -- the R. Kelly musical soap opera "Trapped in the Closet." She realized that therein lay the key to the narrative structure.

"I had to be in the movie and you're not sure who's speaking -- if it's the actress, if it's me, Marlene, or if it's from the screenplay," Saldana said. "I really wanted to talk about what happened to Elizabeth Berkley: What does it mean to be an actress? What does it mean to be an actress who gets naked?"

After that epiphany, she and Drillet ended up writing the play fairly fast. "I would watch the movie and describe what I saw to Jonathan, who wrote it down," Saldana said. "Then we'd rewrite so it rhymed -- almost all of it is in decasyllabic rhyme."

"We wrote it like a long poem," Drillet added.

The production, which is performed in French with supertitles and includes nudity, features several numbers written with the musician and D.J. Rebeka Warrior (nee Julia Lanoe). Among the catchiest is "Verssasse", which alludes to the way Nomi mispronounces Versace, and is one of several instances in which her striving character gets social codes wrong. "It's a key moment in the movie, plus I also come from a popular milieu and my music is pretty popular," Warrior said in a video interview, referring to her more populist appeal. But, she pointed out, everything can be appropriated. "Blue-collar folks are always hijacked by fashion -- people from Balenciaga congratulated me for doing a song about Versace!" (You can buy merchandise bearing the word "Versayce" on Berkley's website.)

"Showgirls" is both the production's organizing principle and a springboard for reflections on women's agency and the mutability of the relationship between morals and art. The play deals, for example, with how we look at problematic artists and movies, and includes very funny, seemingly off-the-cuff digressions about Woody Allen's "Crimes and Misdemeanors" and Bernardo Bertolucci's "Last Tango in Paris," thus connecting "Showgirls" to bigger debates roiling the culture.

"We didn't want to act as if we're superior to the movie," Saldana said. "The point isn't what we think about it. Above all, we wanted to talk about cinema."
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'Brat' Autumn Has Begun

A performance and art installation by Charli XCX lured her fans out of the club and into nature.

Charli XCX's listening party brought the party outside. Sinna Nasseri for The New York Times



By Callie Holtermann
Reporting from the Storm King Art Center in New Windsor, N.Y.


Oct 11, 2024 at 04:48 PM

Another artist might have taken the reddening leaves as a sign that her summer of fun was over. But Mother Nature's gentle nudges were no match for Charli XCX.

"Happy 'Brat' autumn," she told a few hundred fans who had followed her to the Hudson Valley on Thursday afternoon. "Don't forget it."

At Storm King Art Center, the sculpture park dotted with works by artists including Alexander Calder and Richard Serra, an L-shaped wall in Charli XCX's signature, eyeball-assaulting shade of green had seemingly sprouted from the earth overnight. It cast long shadows across a cluster of fans who had congregated at its base, vaping.

"I need to tap into nature, but I don't want to leave the club," said Elijah de la Torre, 23, who had traveled from downtown Manhattan to visit Storm King for the first time. The solution had finally presented itself: "Bring the club to nature."

Marlene, 19, (front) and Vikki, 28, on the train to Storm King. Sinna Nasseri for The New York Times


Charli XCX had come to Storm King to play a set from her new album of remixes, an effort to extend the reign of her season-defining album "Brat." She brought with her a supersized version of the album's vinyl sleeve that will remain on display until Monday, and several golf carts' worth of fans who had trekked north from New York City.

She emerged from a black SUV just after 4:30 p.m. wearing wraparound sunglasses and a fur-trimmed jacket she soon discarded. "I really appreciate you guys coming," she told the fans who swarmed her D.J. booth. "This is not close to anything."

iPhone in hand, she launched into a 45-minute set that was a pulsing exercise in cognitive dissonance: The club music in broad daylight, the downtown scenesters taking in some much-needed fresh air, the prestigious art museum erecting a monument to the meme of the summer.

"Oh, the poppers are out in the front," she said, gesturing to the crowd as she bobbed to a remix of "365," her anthem for year-round partying.

The sculptor Arlene Shechet stood at the back of the crowd, a short hike from the poppers. In the distance, she could glimpse her own exhibition, a series of six welded sculptures called "Girl Group." She was happy to see the otherwise peaceful temple of art and nature revved up a little. "I welcome that," she said. "I'm excited that people can gather with art in every different way."

Some onlookers sipped beer under the shade of the trees. Sinna Nasseri for The New York Times

The music could be enjoyed from the front row or from a grassy knoll. Sinna Nasseri for The New York Times


Although the set appeared to be casually announced on Charli XCX's Instagram account on Tuesday, it had been in the works for months. Storm King had been approached by the singer's team over the summer about hosting an event for an album relaunch, said Nora Lawrence, the museum's artistic director and chief curator. 

It seemed like a worthwhile experiment. Storm King staff selected a field with ample dancing room where the "Brat" artwork would be in conversation with works by several female sculptors: The stacked swirls of Alice Aycock's Three-Fold Manifestation II, the grassy hills of Maya Lin's Wavefield, the vibrant tangerine of Ms. Shechet's Midnight.

The design of the green behemoth, which looks like a vinyl cover stood up at a right angle, was a collaboration between Charli XCX, her creative director Imogene Strauss and the design studio Special Offer. It was fabricated by Storm King, whose workers had been trying to assemble the structure without revealing its purpose for about a week and a half, Ms. Lawrence added.

"For a while, it was just plywood," she said. "It didn't have the green that really gave it away."

By Thursday afternoon, the secret was out. Brooke Thompson, a 21-year-old college student, had skipped a midterm and traveled five hours from Connecticut to attend. She stood in front of a line of food trucks that were handing out pork belly bao buns, miniature pizzas and lime-green drinks to fans. "It's heaven," she said.

Joanna, 26, wore all black for her trip upstate. Sinna Nasseri for The New York Times


Jonathan Scotto and Evan Howard had boarded Metro-North Railroad at Grand Central, sandwiches in hand. "We called out of work, and we're on the pilgrimage north," said Mr. Scotto, 25, a fitness instructor in Manhattan. He wore a black racer jacket with the Viagra logo on the back: "What's more bratty than a man who takes Viagra?"

Mr. Howard, also 25, said he had tried to dress like "the metropolitan gay that doesn't know how to go into the wilderness." The look included neon green socks and a leopard-print sling, on account of a recent bike accident.

Both had visited Storm King before, and thought it was an unexpected but savvy performance site for Charli XCX. "She's the queen of Bushwick," Mr. Howard said, "and by extension, a great place to have that art scene but upstate for the fall, is Storm King."

Others had needed convincing. Samantha Mowery, a 24-year-old influencer who makes videos about early 2000s fashion, stood at the bar. Behind her, other New York City exports snapped pictures of Mark di Suvero's steel beam sculpture Pyramidian.

"I'm not a nature girl -- I'm like, ew, trees, bugs, dirt," Ms. Mowery said. "But this is fun."

A 'Brat' time was had by all. Sinna Nasseri for The New York Times
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In These D.I.Y. Groups, 'You Don't Have to Prove That You Belong'

With help from online tutorials, Facebook groups and in-person workshops, home improvement is becoming far more inclusive to people beyond straight men.

Kayla Nelson has built a following on Instagram by explaining how to do various home repairs. Kayla Nelson



By Annemarie Conte



Oct 15, 2024 at 10:02 AM

Kayla Nelson was perched on a ladder in her bedroom installing picture-frame molding in a recent Instagram Reel. The rhythmic guh-gunk of the nail gun she was using was overridden by the soundtrack of Megan Thee Stallion's "Where Them Girls At."

One of her followers remarked on being scared of messing up such a job, which led to indecision over whether to try it alone or pay someone else to do it.

"You get those tools out," Ms. Nelson replied.

Ms. Nelson, an interior designer by training who goes by @homediyary on Instagram, has built a loyal following as she showcases fun, approachable do-it-yourself projects -- including a cased opening for her living room and a revamped linen closet.

"After college, I had all of these things that I wanted to do in my home," said Ms. Nelson, who grew up in the Bronx but now lives in New Jersey. "But as a graduate, you don't have money to hire a contractor. So I watched YouTube videos to learn the skill, and with every project, I would build my tool bank."

It was with her mom's encouragement that Ms. Nelson started posting her home-improvement projects to social media in March 2020, just as the world was locking down for the pandemic. And she wasn't alone.


While specific data breaking down power tool usage by gender is hard to come by, and women have been using power tools for decades (hello, Rosie the Riveter), there's little doubt that social media has given a platform and long reach to power tool users outside of the typical straight male demographic.

Online tutorials make it easy for curious novices who might otherwise feel intimidated to trying projects like D.I.Y. home repairs, renovations and art projects. And many are finding a welcoming online community along the way.

"When you do it online, you're not afraid of looking like a person who doesn't know what they're doing," said Mercury Stardust, a content creator whose "Trans Handy Ma'am" videos offer renter-friendly D.I.Y. projects. "Especially the way that I teach -- in 90-second clips -- the person can always go back over and over again, exact wordage repeated to them 10 times."

Ms. Stardust wrote a book with step-by-step instructions for common home repairs and said that a vast majority of attendees at her 54-stop book tour in 2023 were moms in their 40s and 50s, many of them single parents or widows.


Resources abound for newbies. Anika Gandhi, an engineer, writes easy-to-follow guides on essential power tools and how to store lumber properly. Private Facebook groups allow people to ask questions and receive genuine, thoughtful answers. And businesses like Matriarchy Build help connect experts with people who need advice or services.

While Tim "The Tool Man" Taylor and his cave man bark were fixtures of 1990s television, many of today's D.I.Y.-themed creators were taught by male mentors who focused more on skills and less on grunting.

Joanie Sprague, a carpenter and contractor in Huntington Beach, Calif., had several male mentors during her childhood and young adulthood.

"I grew up in Pittsburgh, and it was pretty common," she said. "Everyone had a little machine shop in their garage."

Ms. Sprague, the runner-up on Cycle 6 of "America's Next Top Model," had always loved D.I.Y. projects. She was still modeling in 2018 when she secured a gig on a reboot of the home-remodeling reality show "Trading Spaces."

"I got my contractor's license being on that show and just fell into it hard," she said. "I wanted to learn it all."

She added that she continued to learn under the tutelage of male cabinetmakers, electricians and other tradesmen to gain skills.


Ms. Sprague now pays that forward by teaching woodworking to women in person and sharing her skills as part of a maker community. "The maker community fell into place during the pandemic and quickly became a resource for everyone who wanted to create," she said.

While online communities can get people started, an in-person experience in a safe space can be crucial to refining skills. Among those trying to create that opportunity is Emily Pilloton-Lam, the founder and executive director of Girls Garage, a design and construction school in Berkeley, Calif., with programs on skills like woodworking and welding for girls, gender-nonconforming youth and adults.

"I used to teach a shop class to all genders, and I would observe my female students, who were totally capable and creative," said Ms. Pilloton-Lam. "The minute I said to go cut four pieces at 96 inches on the chop saw, you could just see the little flicker in their eye. It's a social calculus that girls have to do: Should I raise my hand for this? Do I belong there? Am I good enough?"

"You don't have to prove that you belong here," Ms. Pilloton-Lam added. "This was created for you, which is a really rare thing for women to experience in male-dominated spaces. You're going to be welcomed, and you're going to be treated like someone who's capable."
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Notes on the Culture


Why Are People Wearing Bedroom Slippers on City Streets?

Luxurious versions of indoor shoes are leaving the living room, grime be damned.

The Row pre-fall 2024.



By Emilia Petrarca



Oct 15, 2024 at 10:00 AM


 Getty Images

Ask our editors to find gifts for the hardest-to-please people on your list. Click here to submit a question by Oct. 18, and we'll respond to the most intriguing ones in our Nov. 13 and 20 newsletters. (If you aren't already subscribed, you can sign up here.)


In the summer of 2018, Justin Bieber made a habit of walking around New York City in what looked like hotel slippers. He'd worn them out before, but by then he went seemingly everywhere in a plush white pair: To grab a coffee, to a church service at Hillsong, even to the beach. The choice baffled fans. Why was a multimillionaire wearing something that many hotel guests get for free? And did he not care about dirt? He remained undeterred. Later he incorporated the accessory into his streetwear brand, Drew House, ultimately paving the way for what has become one of the biggest trends of the past year. If members of the fashion world were confused by outdoor slippers then, they have since embraced them as an answer to our post-pandemic longing for home comforts.

Justin Bieber wearing slippers from his Drew House line in June 2024. Gotham/GC Images


The Row's pre-fall 2024 collection included several versions: open- and closed-toe slip-ons made of black-and-white superfine silk terry, some of them worn with coats. Like Bieber, the brand's designers, Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen, favor styling that appears effortless and footwear that seems better suited to Uber rides than the sidewalk. For them, the shoes make sense. But they weren't alone in showing elevated riffs on the house slipper. Miuccia Prada sent branded leather versions that resembled Tony Soprano's down Miu Miu's fall 2024 runway, and Matthieu Blazy designed a pair of leather slipper socks for Bottega Veneta the season before. Bode currently offers slippers for outdoor wear, and Prada, Wales Bonner, JW Anderson and Stoffa all sell men's styles of their own. New interpretations appeared last month on the runways at Carven and Toteme.

Wales Bonner fall 2024. (check show-this says mens?) Courtesy of Wales Bonner

JW Anderson fall 2024. Firstview

 Courtesy of Toteme

Carven spring 2025. Courtesy of Carven

Clockwise from top left: fall 2024 looks from Wales Bonner and JW Anderson, and spring 2025 looks from Carven and Toteme. Courtesy of the brands

"What I see happening is this arms race between luxury brands to see who can be the most insouciant and take casual luxury to its ultimate conclusion," says Laura Reilly, the author of the shopping newsletter Magasin. If wearing expensive house slippers outside is likely to raise eyebrows, the appeal for customers is just as clear: These shoes are minimalist and surprisingly elegant. Maybe, they hint, you really did just roll out of the Ritz. "Now that we've normalized flip-flops as luxury items," Reilly says, "the next frontier is an indoor shoe that's never supposed to be seen by outside eyes."

Neelam Ahooja, a longtime customer of the Row's who has purchased the brand's flip-flops in the past, recently bought a pair of its Frances slippers for $990 and isn't afraid to wear them around Toronto, where she lives. "I think they're amazing," she says, describing them as comfortable and timeless. Made in silk jacquard with a leather sole similar to those of the Row's other flats, they're intended for "indoor-outdoor wear," according to the company's website. "They could be like a Birkenstock," Ahooja says. "I treat them in the same way, except that they do work with more of an elevated look." Now that the weather is cooler, she styles them with socks.

The Row pre-fall 2024. Courtesy of the Row


"You can wear them for every occasion, from cleaning your house to the party you've been looking forward to going to all week," says the Belgian designer Marie Adam-Leenaerdt, whose namesake line sells two styles of leather slipper: one with a flat sole, another with a wedge heel, both with a small bow on top. Naturally the idea came to her when she was working from home. But she produced the shoes in leather -- far hardier than terry cloth or silk -- so that she could wear them anywhere. "The leather is very soft, like a second skin," she says. "I wear the high heels, and I can walk for miles in them."

In addition to being comfortable, slippers project confidence when worn outdoors, some fans find -- a sense of proudly defying convention. "I don't really care what anyone thinks," says Ahooja in response to people who might question her decision to buy and wear her pair. Not even her husband, who, when he saw them, laughed and said, "Please don't tell me those are by the Row."
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Is a $910 Fleece Actually Worth It?

Camping's favorite material gets a luxury overhaul.

The Rier fleece zip pullover is no prosaic Polartec.  Rier



By Jacob Gallagher



Oct 10, 2024 at 09:54 PM

This month Jonah Weiner made a purchase that was a cry for help. Or at least a new financial adviser.

He spent $910 on a fleece pullover.

"My wallet wept," Mr. Weiner said.

But, as Mr. Weiner, 43, the co-writer of the ur-cool guy fashion newsletter Blackbird Spyplane, pleaded, this was no prosaic Polartec. It was an all-wool, Austrian-made fleece from the 5-year-old French brand Rier. With its gleaming Riri zippers and monochromatic scheme, it is like Dieter Rams's vision of a Patagonia pullover.

"What really leaped out was the cut," Mr. Weiner said. He tossed out adjectives: balloony, droopy, malleable. What he meant was that this wool fleece, which he purchased in a tangy yellow, draped unlike any other fleece he had tried on. His credit card didn't stand a chance.

If Mr. Weiner is a mark for dropping the equivalent of more than six Patagonia Snap-T jackets on a single fleece, he is a mark among many.

At the Canadian retailer Ssense, Rier's pullover is out of stock in a number of sizes and colors. Highsnobiety, the hypey blog turned hypey retailer, is nearly out of the fleece in brown. At Outline, a women's boutique in Brooklyn, the jacket in a Tweety Bird yellow has flown off its shelves.

And Rier's is not the only upscale fleece crowding the market.

The buzzy New York designer Colleen Allen offers a fitted $1,200 poly-fleece in a Victorian-inflected hourglass silhouette. It's the fleece that stumbled into "The Gilded Age." Drake's in London sells a $530 boucle fleece as nubby and vibrant as a stuffed Elmo. The princeliest fleece of all comes from the Milanese fashion house Miu Miu: a mouse-gray full-zip that frankly could be a $46 Columbia coat, save for the teensy Miu Miu logo on the left chest. For that it fetches $2,350.

If Miu Miu's logoed fleece demonstrates the power of brand -- particularly a resurgent brand led by Signora Miuccia Prada -- Rier's fleece spotlights something deeper about what shoppers crave today: clothes ordinary in look but opulent to touch.

"I don't think the piece itself is particularly groundbreaking," said Calvin Holmes, the men's wear buying manager at Ssense. "But the fabric feels great, the colors are amazing and the fit makes it look great on pretty much anyone." He would hope so: Mr. Holmes owns two Rier fleeces in navy and gray. (He said he used his company's generous discount to get a deal on the pricey jackets.)

This Miu Miu cropped fleece pullover made it to Paris Fashion Week. Jeremy Moeller/Getty Images


The fancy fleece reflects, or at least combines, several trends of the past decade in one irresistible package. In its banal fleeciness, it channels normcore, a knowing adoption of suburban-mall clothes. Its to-the-neck Patagonia-like shape nods to gorpcore, an inclination toward functional outdoor gear worn off the trail. And most of all, it syncs with quiet luxury, the very "Succession"-era push toward princely items like cashmere ball caps and suede field jackets that are elitist, but incognito.

"There's a focus on fabric and construction and color versus obvious branding," Mr. Holmes said of the fleece. He offered a surprising comparison: Loro Piana's $980 Summer Walk loafers. They're a conventional silhouette, lack branding and have become an in-the-know signifier. Summer Walks for Lear-jetting billionaires, Rier fleeces for buyers who trudge to Paris fashion shows.

There is also a cohort that seems to have convinced themselves that they're punishing their wallets for the benefit of the planet. Mr. Weiner said he and others were "skeeved out by the notion of wearing petroleum." (Most economical fleeces on the market are produced from polyester.) Shoppers like him, Mr. Weiner said, are soothed by the idea of buying something that connects them "as close as possible to some sheep on a hillside."

If this is a rosy image of people who spend $910 on clothes, it's one that will please Andreas Steiner, the Italian-born founder and designer of Rier.

Though he spent about seven years working at Prada, refining a palate for luxury goods at their most distilled, the inspiration for the wool fleece flows from growing up in the shadow of the Dolomites, where locals draped themselves in natural wool garments.

"If you go hiking, climbing outdoors, of course you need something that dries faster or is not that thick and heavy," said Mr. Steiner, who displays a conservationist's brio absent in most high-fashion designers.

His wool fleeces, he said, won't leach microplastics into the water as polyester versions have been found to in studies. He went as far as to claim that the fleece could decompose entirely within about six weeks if it was buried. (The New York Times did not test this out.)

Mr. Steiner is aware that there's any number of ways he could get the cost down. He could add thrifty polyester to the material, produce them in Bulgaria where wages are lower than Austria or switch the zippers. But that would compromise his vision. The price, he said, is "honest."

Some shoppers seem to agree. Even if their wallets hate it.
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Styles Q. and A.


Formerly Classified Documents Get the Fine Art Treatment

Hundreds of declassified U.S. Army photos are featured in the new book "Fashion Army."

Images in "Fashion Army" are from a collection of some 14,100 pictures of people in various military uniforms.



By Guy Trebay



Oct 14, 2024 at 10:02 AM

While scouring the internet some years back for obscure images of foods from the 1970s, Matthieu Nicol, a photo researcher in Paris, happened upon a trove of freely available pictures recently declassified by the U.S. Army.

Professionally photographed over a decades-long span ending in the 1990s, the images depicted people in uniforms for diverse military use.

 U.S. Army

 U.S. Army

 U.S. Army

 U.S. Army

 U.S. Army

 U.S. Army


Yet the original purpose of the photos can only be conjectured, as Mr. Nicol explained; despite his efforts, the Army would disclose next to nothing about the collection of some 14,100 images.

That did not deter Mr. Nicol, 46, a former editor at Le Monde, from undertaking a project aimed not only at vaulting the pictures out of archival obscurity but also making them a part of a broader discourse.

Noting how the clinical coolness of the photos, with their pale pastel backgrounds and affectless young subjects, resembled so much contemporary fashion photography, he assembled 350 of them in a new book, "Fashion Army." It is at once a handsomely produced photo album and a metacommentary on what Bruno Ceschel, whose SPBH Editions imprint published the book, called "the interplay between military functionality and the fashion industry."

 U.S. Army

 U.S. Army

 U.S. Army

 U.S. Army

 U.S. Army

 U.S. Army


Although the images chosen are presented through a fashion lens, the intended purpose of certain garments depicted in them was not lost on Mr. Nichol. "They were produced for the use of a killing machine," he said.

In a recent interview, which has been edited and condensed, Mr. Nicol described his adventure into the infinite slipstream of internet imagery and the types of conversations he hopes his book will inspire.

 U.S. Army

 U.S. Army

 U.S. Army

 U.S Army

 U.S. Army

 U.S. Army


Talk about the evolution of this project.

I was digging through the internet for period images of food from the '70s -- with a particular interest in food from the Survivalist movement, when suddenly I came across one, two, 10, 100 and then thousands of images of people taken at the U.S. Army Natick Soldier Research and Development and Engineering Center near Boston.

The images were of all kinds of people wearing prototypes of military clothing for every use, from secretary to soldier, paratrooper to bomb-disposal specialist.

What about that intrigued you?

Though these were period images, they were not that old -- '70s, '80s and '90s. The subjects are young, in their 20s or 30s, and the images and outfits looked very contemporary. They could have been shot for an Acne Studios campaign or, say, Martin Margiela or Balenciaga.

 U.S. Army

 U.S. Army

 U.S. Army

 U.S. Army

 U.S. Army

 U.S. Army


This raises the question of how official Army documents come to be in the public domain.

That is a big part of the story. After I discovered them, I tried for months to find out more. There is very little metadata. I contacted the U.S. Army, the Natick Center, and they gave me no answer at all for six months. Finally, after about a year, the media director replied and said you can file a memorandum with the Army allowing you to ask questions. I filed the memorandum, with 25 key questions and, at last, the media director replied.

Saying what?

The response was, "You can ask the questions, but we will not answer you."

That's it?

He did confirm that the images are declassified and that they are in the public domain. They exist as part of the Digital Commonwealth in Massachusetts, copyright free. Anyone can do whatever they want with them.

 U.S. Army

 U.S. Army
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 U.S. Army

 U.S Army

 U.S Army


In the case of combat gear, one is particularly struck by the fact that designers have stolen from military uniforms so often that camo, say, is just another element in the toolbox.

Yet you do have to keep in mind that these are garments whose intention is improving the daily working lives of people who may be waging war.

My selects for the book were ostensibly about fashion. The camera operators were obviously professionals, so the pictures are fashionable and attractive. Although they were taken 40 years ago, the subjects pose like they might today -- though I'm sure the people they shot are not models.

Still, we need to avoid feeling that these are glamorous images. To view them that way is to avoid the issue of the garments' final utility. I look at it as an opportunity to reflect, discuss and educate.


The archive is, it has to be said, a real discovery.

When Clement Cheroux, the director of the Cartier-Bresson Foundation and an expert in vernacular photography, saw the collection, he said, "What you have is incredible." But, you know, although I am a picture editor by profession and a collector, I don't have the money to buy things. So I am happiest when I can find lost images and recirculate them.

While I've done a major show of the pictures at the big photography festival at Arles -- with 150 images printed human scale -- and now the book, what I would love is for people in other fields to do what I was not able to do.

What is that?

I'd love it if fashion specialists, textile experts, historians could take this archive and begin to explore all its meanings.



Produced by Antonio de Luca
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Third Wheel


When Your Partner's Ex Is Your Biggest Fan

Doug Emhoff's ex-wife is one of Kamala Harris's most vocal supporters. Their relationship has brought new attention to blended families, but mutual admiration isn't always a given.

Kerstin Emhoff in 2016. She has been effusive in championing the presidential campaign of her ex-husband's new wife, Vice President Kamala Harris. Robin Marchant/Getty Images



By Gina Cherelus
In the Third Wheel column, Gina Cherelus explores the delights and horrors of sex, dating and relationships.


Oct 11, 2024 at 10:00 PM

A film producer and mother of two in California posted a short message of praise on Monday after Vice President Kamala Harris's recent appearance on the "Call Her Daddy" podcast.

"Love this," the producer, Kerstin Emhoff, wrote above a clip in which Ms. Harris and the podcast's host, Alex Cooper, discussed some women's choice not to have children.

Ms. Emhoff has been regularly proclaiming her support for Ms. Harris's presidential campaign on Instagram and X. None of which would be remarkable for a 57-year-old registered Democrat, but the woman she's supporting also happens to be her ex-husband's new wife.

"After 33 years of unwavering friendship and two amazing kids, I'm incredibly proud of this man and our blended family," Ms. Emhoff wrote in an Instagram post featuring her and her former husband at the Democratic National Convention.

Although Ms. Harris and the Emhoffs have spoken about their blended family in the past, Ms. Harris's candidacy for the nation's highest office has brought fresh attention to these types of familial structures, especially the idea that they can be healthy, respectful and loving.

The dissolution of a marriage is rarely painless, and staying on good terms with an ex is often considered an achievement in itself. (The Emhoffs divorced in 2009, after an affair that Mr. Emhoff had with a teacher at his children's school several years before he was introduced to Ms. Harris in 2013, on a blind date.) So to be not merely cordial with but a cheerleader for an ex's new partner, as seems to be the case for Ms. Emhoff and Ms. Harris, has struck some Americans as notable.

The replies to Ms. Emhoff's supportive posts are reliably filled with expressions of appreciation for their positive model of a "modern family," as well as messages of baffled disbelief or disparagement. That dynamic would almost certainly assume even greater prominence if Ms. Harris is elected in November, when she would -- among other firsts -- introduce the least traditional family unit ever to occupy the White House.

The vice president -- who, along with Kerstin and Doug Emhoff, declined to be interviewed for this article -- has sung Ms. Emhoff's praises in return. In a 2019 essay for Elle magazine about her experience being a stepparent, Ms. Harris described Ms. Emhoff as an "incredible mother" and said that they were "dear friends."

Although their marriage did not work out, the actors Bruce Willis and Demi Moore are one of the more prominent examples of a successful blended family. When they divorced in 2000 after three children and 13 years of marriage, the two remained friends and continued to support each other's work, appearing together at red carpet premieres and family outings.

In 2005, Mr. Willis attended the wedding of Ms. Moore and Ashton Kutcher. (They divorced in 2013.) In 2009, Ms. Moore was present for Mr. Willis's wedding to Emma Heming Willis at his home on the Turks and Caicos Islands.

During the early months of the coronavirus pandemic, the exes isolated together with their children and posted on Instagram highlighting their bonding moments. And in February 2023, the family announced that Mr. Willis had been diagnosed with frontotemporal dementia in a letter signed by Ms. Heming Willis, Ms. Moore and all of their five children.

Michelle Soto-Teall, a 58-year-old artist in Palm Springs, Calif., wasn't able to achieve the same dynamic in her family. After she filed for divorce from her first husband in 1999 after 10 years of marriage, she had hoped that they would be able to maintain a cordial co-parenting relationship and friendship for the sake of their young daughter.

They had attended marriage counseling in an effort to save the relationship, but she said it didn't work. After they officially split, she began dating her now husband about six months later. She believes that her moving on made her ex-husband angry, despite him dating his now wife, who also happened to be a former friend of Ms. Soto-Teall's, around the same time.

In an interview, Ms. Soto-Teall described her hope "that somehow we could just pull it together for our daughter." A 2021 study by the journal BMJ Pediatrics Open looked at how the mental health of Swedish 3-year-olds with divorced parents was affected by their living arrangements and the quality of the parent's joint custody post-divorce. The study, which included more than 12,800 children, showed that "high-quality co-parenting has been found to contribute to a positive emotional family climate and to affect child mental health and social adjustment positively."

Ms. Soto-Teall said that she and her ex-husband were unable to form an amiable relationship, which affected her relationship with their daughter over the years. She is now 30, refers to her stepparent as "mom" and no longer speaks to Ms. Soto-Teall, despite many attempts at reconciliation.

When asked whether she played any role in this, Ms. Soto-Teall said she wishes she had been more open with her about the reasons the marriage ended instead of simply saying they "didn't fit together anymore."

Still, she said she feels inspired each time she watches what the Emhoffs have been able to achieve after their divorce.

"Even though it didn't work for me, I'm still glad I tried and that my intentions were good," she said. "I would say it was definitely bittersweet, but it gave me peace, in a way, to see what I dreamed of was possible."



Send your thoughts, stories and tips to thirdwheel@nytimes.com.
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