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      Politics

      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Election 2024 live updates: Harris campaigning in Wisconsin; Trump to attend charity dinner in N.Y.
        Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez

        Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.

      

      
        McConnell called Trump 'stupid,' a 'despicable human being,' new book says
        Mariana Alfaro

        According to a biography by the Associated Press's deputy Washington bureau chief, Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell (Ky.) said after the 2020 election that the former president is a "narcissist."

      

      
        Trump says Ukraine's Zelensky should 'never have let that war start'
        Marianne LeVine

        Former president Trump blamed Ukraine's leader for allowing the the war in Ukraine to start, even though Russia was the aggressor, during an interview with a podcaster.

      

      
        Massive influx of shadowy get-out-the-vote spending floods swing states
        Michael Scherer

        Comic books, paydays, door-knocking, direct mail, giveaways, viral videos and "poll dancer" parties that happen independent of campaigns could be decisive.

      

      
        Of course JD Vance knows Donald Trump lost in 2020
        Philip Bump

        It's just that he isn't allowed to admit it.

      

      
        Trump drops the pretense, labels Jan. 6 insurrectionists 'we'
        Aaron Blake

        It's the culmination of a longstanding effort to retcon the events of that day. But it's a highly suspect political move.

      

      
        How Fox News loads the dice so Trump always wins
        Philip Bump

        Harris's contentious interview was a sharp contrast with the Trump "town hall" earlier that day, but the real work was done in the post-interview spin.

      

      
        Five key moments from Kamala Harris's heated Fox News interview
        Adela Suliman

        Kamala Harris took part in an adversarial interview with Fox News discussing issues from immigration to gender-affirming surgery. Here are some of the key moments.

      

      
        Panel formed after Trump rally shooting calls for Secret Service shake-up
        Maria Sacchetti, Jacqueline Alemany

        An independent panel called for new leadership at the Secret Service, mostly from the outside, saying the protective agency needs an overhaul.

      

      
        Trump says he is the 'father of IVF' at all-women town hall event
        Andrew Jeong, Patrick Svitek

        The GOP nominee and his party have struggled with reproductive issues since Roe v. Wade was overturned. Vice President Kamala Harris called his remark "bizarre."

      

      
        In Nevada Senate race, Republican Sam Brown struggles to gain traction
        Leigh Ann Caldwell

        Sam Brown, whose Senate race in Nevada started strong, has been unable to close the polling gap with Sen. Jacky Rosen (D) as he struggles to win over rural, conservative voters.

      

      
        Biden seeks to cement his global legacy in Germany trip
        Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Kate Brady, Isabelle Khurshudyan, Ellen Francis

        The president visits Berlin this week for what is likely to be his final trip to Europe while in office.

      

      
        Felons with finished sentences can register to vote, Nebraska Supreme Court rules
        Praveena Somasundaram

        People in Nebraska who were convicted of felonies and have finished their sentences can register to vote in the November election, the court ruled Wednesday.

      

      
        JD Vance says Donald Trump did not lose the 2020 election
        Meryl Kornfield, Patrick Svitek

        Trump's running mate had danced around the issue since being pressed on it in a debate over two weeks ago.

      

      
        Trump tries softer tone but reprises false migrant claims at Univision town hall
        Sabrina Rodriguez

        The Republican nominee repeated some false, alarmist attacks against migrants during a town hall that will be televised on the Spanish-language network.

      

      
        Harris seeks to appeal to GOP with Pa. rally, Fox News interview
        Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez

        Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.

      

      
        Ethel Kennedy's memorial attracts 3 presidents -- and tales of an older era
        Matt Viser

        The tribute to the Kennedy matriarch brings together the pillars of a Democratic Party that is now sharply at odds with her son

      

      
        Israel complicates election's final stretch, an issue Democrats hoped would fade
        John Hudson, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Missy Ryan

        Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's escalating assaults in Gaza and Lebanon have become a growing liability for Kamala Harris as Election Day nears.

      

      
        Democrats maintain massive money edge in key congressional races
        Paul Kane, Theodoric Meyer, Clara Ence Morse

        Democrats have seized control of the fundraising game in the battle for the House and the Senate, leaving Republicans at a disadvantage.

      

      
        Harris clashes with host in contentious interview on Fox
        Maeve Reston

        Kamala Harris took a calculated gamble by appearing on the conservative-leaning network in an effort to expand her audience.

      

      
        Former president Jimmy Carter casts early ballot in Georgia
        Amy B Wang

        Carter, who turned 100 on Oct. 1, had expressed a desire to live long enough to vote for Kamala Harris, according to his family.

      

      
        Richard V. Secord, general embroiled in Iran-contra affair, dies at 92
        Bill Hewitt

        He long said his actions were defensible and saw himself as a victim of perfidy in Washington.

      

      
        Georgia judge blocks array of rules approved by pro-Trump election board
        Amy Gardner

        The ruling prevents implementation of a series of decisions that critics had said threatened to cause chaos in the battleground state this election season.

      

      
        San Francisco takes on the EPA in a case about poop and a $10 billion fine
        Justin Jouvenal, Maxine Joselow

        The justices appeared divided over a lawsuit brought by San Francisco over EPA rules for regulating how much sewage the city can send to the Pacific Ocean.

      

      
        This campaign sign graveyard is bringing election losers back from the dead
        Jiselle Lee

        A traveling art installation is resurrecting American electoral history with nods to Barry Goldwater, Thomas Dewey, Aaron Burr and others.

      

      
        Supreme Court clears way for Biden's plan to cut power plant emissions
        Justin Jouvenal, Maxine Joselow

        The Biden administration has said its plan would protect communities from pollution and help the nation meet long-term goals to combat the climate crisis.

      

      
        Trump backers are more primed to doubt the election than they were in 2020
        Aaron Blake

        Polls show the doubts are slightly more pronounced than they were four years ago, when those doubts led to chaos and insurrection.

      

      
        Georgia early voting continues to surge after smashing record on first day
        Ben Brasch, Amy Gardner

        Georgia more than doubled its first-day early voting total. And it showed no signs of slowing down Wednesday.

      

      
        Trump clarifies that his 'enemy within' comment was about evil Democrats
        Philip Bump

        His allies have tried to narrow the scope of whom Trump was talking about. Once again, Trump made their efforts much more difficult.

      

      
        Democratic support has flipped from anti-Trump to pro-Harris
        Philip Bump

        The presidential contest is a referendum on the former president, but Harris voters are also enthusiastic about her candidacy.

      

      
        How people cast their vote in each state, and how it's changing
        Nick Mourtoupalas

        States have adopted policies that allow for ballots to be cast by mail, at early voting sites or that maintain a preference for voting in person on Election Day.

      

      
        Vance falsely claims Trump 'didn't go after' his enemies
        Glenn Kessler

        We identify a dozen examples of Donald Trump demanding probes, but they all fell short because of lack of evidence.
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Election 2024 live updates: Harris campaigning in Wisconsin; Trump to attend charity dinner in N.Y.
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Lenny Bronner, Luis Melgar, Diane Napolitano, Kati Perry, Philip Bump, Marianne LeVine, Jonathan O'Connell, Drew Harwell, Tony Romm, Jeff Stein, Aaron Blake, Adela Suliman, Spencer Hsu, Perry Stein, Will Oremus, John Hudson, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Missy Ryan, Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Kate Brady, Isabelle Khurshudyan, Ellen Francis, Maria Sacchetti, Jacqueline Alemany, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Nick Mourtoupalas, Michael Scherer, Paul Kane, Theodoric Meyer, Clara Ence Morse, Maeve Reston, Meryl Kornfield, Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-10-17
Vice President Kamala Harris is campaigning Thursday in the battleground state of Wisconsin, with stops planned in Milwaukee, La Crosse and Green Bay. A Washington Post polling average shows her maintaining a narrow edge in the state. Former president Donald Trump is scheduled to speak at the Alfred E. Smith Memorial Foundation dinner on Thursday in New York. Harris declined an invitation to speak at the event, which raises money for Catholic charities.
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McConnell called Trump 'stupid,' a 'despicable human being,' new book says
According to a biography by the Associated Press's deputy Washington bureau chief, Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell (Ky.) said after the 2020 election that the former president is a "narcissist." 

By Mariana Alfaro | 2024-10-17

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) at a news conference after a weekly policy luncheon on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., on June 4. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) in 2020 said then-president Donald Trump was a "despicable human being," a "narcissist," "stupid" and "ill-tempered," according to excerpts from a new biography of the Republican leader by the Associated Press's deputy Washington bureau chief.
According to the AP, which reported on excerpts of "The Price of Power" by Michael Tackett, a longtime Washington reporter and deputy Washington bureau chief, McConnell made the comments in the weeks before the deadly Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol, in which a mob of Trump supporters attempted to stop the affirmation of Joe Biden's win in the 2020 election.
As The Washington Post and several other news outlets have reported, McConnell has repeatedly -- and privately -- derided Trump in the wake of the Jan. 6 assault, denouncing him for his role in fomenting the attack. Yet after the House impeached Trump on a charge of "incitement of insurrection" and a Senate trial in February 2021, McConnell made no effort to rally Republicans to convict Trump and voted to acquit the former president.
And McConnell endorsed Trump this past March, saying it was "abundantly clear" that the former president had earned "the requisite support of Republican voters to be our nominee for president of the United States."
Tackett's book will be released one week before Election Day, on Oct. 29. It is based on nearly three decades of McConnell's recorded diaries and years of interviews that Tackett conducted with McConnell.
At the time McConnell made the comments, Trump and his allies were working to overturn the results of the election, falsely claiming that the election had been fraudulent in key states including Pennsylvania, Arizona and Georgia. According to the AP, McConnell was afraid that Trump's efforts would hurt the two Senate Republican candidates running in runoff races in Georgia -- races that would dictate who won the majority in the Senate.
McConnell reportedly said -- before the Georgia runoff races -- that Trump is "stupid" and "ill-tempered." Trump, he added, "can't even figure out where his own best interests lie."
Ultimately, both Georgia Republicans lost, and Democrats grabbed the Senate majority.
And while McConnell reportedly worried about Trump's actions after the election, publicly he did not do much to stop a wave of election denialism that continues to prevail in the Republican Party -- other than publicly acknowledging Biden's victory and his warning to Republican colleagues not to participate in election denialism.
According to Tackett, however, McConnell privately said that "it's not just the Democrats who are counting the days" until Trump left office. McConnell appeared hopeful that the American public had had "enough of the misrepresentations, the outright lies almost on a daily basis, and they fired him."
"For a narcissist like him ... that's been really hard to take," McConnell said. "And so his behavior since the election has been even worse, by far, than it was before, because he has no filter now at all."
According to the book, some of McConnell's staffers barricaded themselves in their office as rioters stormed the building on Jan. 6. After the attack, McConnell sobbed softly as he spoke to his office staff, thanking them for their actions that day.
"You are my family, and I hate the fact that you had to go through this," he told them, Tackett writes.
The comments are an escalation of McConnell's public criticisms of Trump in the wake of the attack. On the Senate floor in February 2021, McConnell laid the blame for the attack on the former president, whom he said was "practically and morally responsible" for the insurrection.
And he told Jonathan Martin, a reporter and co-author of "This Will Not Pass," that he felt "exhilarated by the fact that this fellow finally, totally discredited himself" after his actions on Jan. 6.
McConnell also called Trump a "despicable human being" when he held up a bipartisan spending package meant to offer relief and government funding amid the coronavirus pandemic. Trump, McConnell said, "is sitting on this package of relief that the American people desperately need."
McConnell's wife, Elaine Chao, served as transportation secretary in the Trump administration, resigning after the Jan. 6 attack. Trump repeatedly mocked her with a series of racist attacks aimed at her and other Asian Americans, calling her "Coco Chow," and saying of McConnell, "Her husband, the Old Broken Crow, is VERY close to Biden, the Democrats, and, of course, China."
The Trump campaign had no immediate response to the McConnell criticism.
McConnell's office issued a statement, saying, "Whatever I may have said about President Trump pales in comparison to what JD Vance, Lindsey Graham, and others have said about him, but we are all on the same team now."
Vance, Trump's running mate, once called him a "moral disaster" and possibly "America's Hitler." In 2016, Graham questioned Trump's mental fitness and said he shouldn't be commander in chief.
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Trump says Ukraine's Zelensky should 'never have let that war start'
Former president Trump blamed Ukraine's leader for allowing the the war in Ukraine to start, even though Russia was the aggressor, during an interview with a podcaster.
By Marianne LeVine | 2024-10-17

Former president Donald Trump meets with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky at Trump Tower on Sept. 27. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


Former president Donald Trump blamed Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky for allowing the war in Ukraine to start, even though Russia was the aggressor, during an interview with a podcaster that was published Thursday.
"I think Zelensky is one of the greatest salesmen I've ever seen. Every time he comes in we give him $100 billion," Trump said in the interview with podcaster Patrick Bet-David. "Who else got that kind of money in history? There's never been. And that doesn't mean I don't want to help him because I feel very badly for those people. But he should never have let that war start. That war is a loser."
Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022.
Trump met with the Ukrainian president in late September at Trump Tower, their first meeting since 2019. Before the meeting began, Trump, standing next to Zelensky, said that it was an "honor" to meet with him and that they had a "very good relationship." He then added that he also has a "very good relationship" with Russian President Vladimir Putin.
Trump has reportedly maintained a personal relationship with Putin since leaving the White House, and this week said, "Russia has never had a president that they respect so much."
Trump has repeatedly suggested that Russia would never have invaded Ukraine if he were still president. The podcast interview that aired Thursday is not the first time Trump has appeared to suggest Zelensky is at fault for the ongoing war. During a campaign event in Mint Hill, N.C., for example, Trump said, "We continue to give billions of dollars to a man who refuses to make a deal."
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Massive influx of shadowy get-out-the-vote spending floods swing states
Comic books, paydays, door-knocking, direct mail, giveaways, viral videos and "poll dancer" parties that happen independent of campaigns could be decisive.
By Michael Scherer | 2024-10-17

Volunteer Justin Berkheimer speaks to an Erie resident while knocking on doors in support of Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump in Erie, Pa., on Sept. 25. (Hannah Beier/Reuters)


The world's richest man, Elon Musk, has offered Americans $47 for each swing state voter they recruit to his effort to elect Donald Trump.
Democratic groups have started paying at least $160 to more than 75,000 voters who agree to contact dozens of their friends and relatives with requests to support Kamala Harris.
In Philadelphia, a nonprofit plans to mail 102,000 copies of a comic book this weekend to every voter under the age of 32, featuring the Liberty Knights, a superhero squad that defeats Dr. Mayhem's quest to steal the city's spirit, entomb it in ruby shards and stop the youth from voting.
For those who would still rather party than do politics, there are free concerts, street festivals, coat drives, tailgates and daytime raves popping up near early voting centers in key states that blur the difference. Other operations are hiring thousands of people and organizing many more volunteers to knock on doors, place phone calls and share social media about how to vote.
None of these get-out-the-vote efforts are the work of the presidential campaigns or political parties. They belong instead to a vast, shadow machinery built by partisans often under nonpartisan banners to provide the final nudge that delivers the White House by mobilizing unlikely voters in about seven states. Funded largely without public disclosure, through local outfits and national networks, most of the operations have been lying in wait for years in preparation for this moment.
"We are registering tens of thousands of voters, signing up tens of thousands to vote by mail, and we are maximizing early vote," said Kevin Mack, whose tax-deductible nonprofit, the Voter Project, created the comic book and has tried to juice voting by giving away $1,000 Target gift cards, $2,000 rent checks and $10,000 grants to community groups around the Democratic-heavy neighborhoods of Philadelphia. "At the end of the day, the combined efforts will increase youth turnout in Pennsylvania by over 100,000 people."
There is no centralized way to know how much money they will spend or just how many people they will reach. Many of the national groups refuse to disclose their budgets, while hundreds of local groups fly entirely under the national radar, funded through tax classifications that will not report their income until next year and will never disclose their donors.
But people involved expect independent field and mobilization machines to easily be measured in the hundreds of millions of dollars. Given the razor thin margins dividing Trump and Harris in the target states, they could easily prove decisive in one or more states.
"Groups like ours grew over time to become these behemoths because we could do this cheaper and more efficiently than a campaign," said Ralph Reed, the chairman of the Faith and Freedom Coalition, which he says has deployed about 4,000 part-time paid staff and many more volunteers in the battlegrounds with the goal of knocking 10 million doors, including repeat visits. "A presidential campaign stands up in 12 to 15 months, and building this takes much longer than that to do right."

Competing campaign signs outside Johnny Mercer Theatre in Savannah, Ga., on Sept. 24. (Erik S Lesser/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


On the left, a long-standing national network, America Votes, has a goal of knocking on doors in the seven states more than 30 million times this year. Organizers say their focus is on about 2.5 million suspected Democratic-leaning voters who started voting in federal elections after Trump's 2016 victory. The field operation is done in partnership with dozens of other groups -- including BlackPAC, Somos PAC and the Unite Here union -- and includes tens of millions of dollars transferred from Future Forward, the largest independent advertising operation supporting Harris.
One of their partners, the Campaign for a Family Friendly Economy, which is focused on supporting Harris and expanding the federal social safety net, is budgeted at $40 million with a focus on eight states, including four of the core presidential battlegrounds, according to a briefing document obtained by The Washington Post. They claim to have already deployed more than 4,200 paid canvassers to knock on more than 3 million doors and make contact with more than 150,000 voters.
"With Trump on the ballot, we assume there will be another huge turnout from Trump's base. Winning these battleground states means a Blue Surge matching the MAGA Surge's turnout," said Greg Speed, America Votes' president, in a statement. "In a numbers game, there are more of us than them, but mobilizing our young and diverse coalition requires a massive mobilization not only online, but especially on the doors to break through the noise and get out the vote."
That numbers game has become an obsession in the closing weeks of the campaign, as more money is pushed into a smaller battlefield than any recent presidential contest, largely because Florida, Minnesota, New Hampshire and Nebraska's 2nd Congressional District have become less competitive. All told, the seven primary states in play -- Wisconsin, Michigan, Pennsylvania, Nevada, Arizona, Georgia and North Carolina -- cast 31 million votes in 2020, or 20 percent of the ballots nationwide.
But the share of voters still undecided in those places -- not knowing whether to vote or whom to vote for -- is just a fraction of that group, dominated by people who are disconnected from mainstream political conversations. The least attentive now find themselves the targets of an avalanche of political spending, invading their phones, infiltrating their friend networks, knocking on their doors and showing up in advertising where they consume media.
"We are talking about maybe 5 million human beings out of 42 million who are registered in seven battleground states," said Dmitri Melhorn, a Democratic strategist at Oakland Corps who has worked to develop the outside infrastructure on the left. "You are talking about one out of eight or one out of nine people. You are talking about people who are different in how they consume politics."
No single independent group compares to the size of the two major-party campaigns and their affiliated national and state parties, which have all begun to ramp up operations.
The coordinated Harris campaign boasts 2,500 staff and 353 offices in the seven targeted states, while the smaller Trump operation claims more than 300 offices for "hundreds of staff." Both have been deploying small armies of weekend volunteers -- the Harris campaign said it knocked on 800,000 doors and made more than 10 million calls last weekend -- though the campaigns have been selective in the numbers they release. The Trump campaign has an elaborate system for rewarding about 40,000 trained "super volunteers," who can earn a special hat, apparel and other memorabilia if they hit certain benchmarks of voter contact.
But neither campaign has designed their program to work in isolation. Both are counting on their independent allies to fill in gaps and multiply their efforts.
"It is very much the field goal unit, and here we are in the fourth quarter," said Donald P. Green, a political scientist who studies voting behavior at Columbia University. "Polls tend to report likely voters. Turnout efforts tend to target unlikely voters, and of course a few percentage points could turn any of the seven contested states."

A drawing on the wall of the Erie County Harris campaign headquarters on Sept. 25 depicts how many doors have been knocked on in Erie, Pa. (Hannah Beier/Reuters)


Harris campaign chair Jen O'Malley Dillon released a list of voter mobilization organizations in September that she said "will play a critical role" in the campaign's success, in a clear signal to donors interested in writing unlimited checks. They included America Votes, SOMOS, BlackPAC and Galvanize, a group that targets White women.
Another group on O'Malley Dillon's list, the Strategic Victory Fund, is funding an organization called ProgressNow that has announced $60 million in spending across 10 states, including the seven battlegrounds, with the goal of creating "a surround sound environment" for targeted voters through digital ads, organic viral posts and other social media, said Anna Scholl, ProgressNow's president.
The group has 90 paid organizers and more than 20,000 volunteers creating and sharing content. Some of the most successful pieces of content, including messaging about getting to the polls, have involved digital ads meant to look like horoscope readings or viral ASMR, a whispered type of video meant to give listeners tingling feelings.
"It's one of those things that you look at and say I don't know entirely why that works, but it does," said Scholl.
Two other Democratic-leaning efforts, Relentless and the Empower Project, have been recruiting tens of thousands of lower propensity voters in Democratic-leaning communities across the battlegrounds to work as paid relational organizers. For a few hours' work, more than 75,000 people will make real money calling, texting, emailing or posting in the social feeds of their friends and family with messages to support Harris and urge people to get to the polls.
"You can see 100 TV ads about how great a movie is, but if your best friend tells you it's horrible, you believe them. We believe the same thing is true in politics," said Mike Pfohl, Empower Project's president, who expects to hire more than 40,000 "mobilizers" to reach 10 million voters across 10 states, including the seven battlegrounds, through the effort.
Relentless is active in five of the presidential battlegrounds states with a target of 35,000 paid communicators. They offer $160 for a few hours' work, and then $40 more if they do more texting and calling on Election Day, when data will be updated to make clear who has still not voted.
"What we look for in a participant is someone who is a low-turnout voter but interested in getting involved this year," said Davis Leonard, the chief executive officer of Relentless, an effort funded by the Progressive Turnout Project. "Their sphere of influence is bigger than they think."
The Trump campaign has boasted about its recent partnerships with multiple outside efforts, including relative newcomers to the field organizing space: Turning Point USA and Musk's America PAC, a group that has been sending canvassers, mail and text messages into swing states, spending more than $87 million in recent months. (Musk has donated nearly $75 million to the group through late September, about 90 percent of the money raised, according to federal filings.) Both groups have struggled in recent weeks as they have tried to rapidly scale up their operations, with Turning Point recently merging its operations in Wisconsin with America PAC.
Outside groups on the right have also so far dominated the postal get-out-the-vote or early-vote efforts, according to the tracking firm Mintt. Two-thirds of such mail has come from outside groups, and eight of the top 10 organizations sending mail with those messages are Republican, including America PAC, the National Sports Shooting Foundation, a gun manufacturer trade group, and Women Speak Out Fund, an affiliate of SBA Pro-Life America.

Alysia McMillan holds campaign information as she canvasses for Elon Musk's America PAC on Oct. 13 in Dalton, Ga. (Elijah Nouvelage/For The Washington Post)


Women Speak Out has announced plans to reach 10 million persuadable and low-turnout voters in the 2024 cycle. The National Sports Shooting Foundation effort, which is focused on driving registration and turnout among gun owners, does not endorse any candidate but has tried to highlight the contrast in the presidential contest between Trump and Harris, said Mark Oliva, a spokesman for the group. "We think she has made her position on gun rights pretty clear," he said.
Groups that benefit Democrats, meanwhile, have been dominating another category of outside spending: free giveaways and party promotion to make voting feel fun.
The Detroit Pistons in partnership with Rock the Vote, a nonpartisan nonprofit that holds events largely in Democratic areas, will hold a downtown Detroit "tip off early voting" event on Saturday called "Pistonsland," with carnival rides, food and performances by hip-hop artists Lil Baby, Tay B and Skilla Baby. Other "Vote City" events have been planned for Philadelphia and Milwaukee. Rock the Vote has also partnered with the WNBA and the NFL on voter education and mobilization efforts.
"Teaming up with musicians and sports teams for these on-the-ground activations enable us to reduce barriers and create opportunities to participate," said Carolyn Dewitt, Rock the Vote's president, in a statement.
Daybreaker, a daytime party promoter championed by Democratic donor advisers, has a packed schedule of officially nonpartisan midday dance parties planned for cities across the battleground map over the coming weeks to promote voting and registration. One Detroit event in New Center Park is promoted as featuring both "pole dancers" and "poll dancers" -- and free breakfast.
"We're bringing the collective joy back to collective action -- So dress in purple -- and let's party to the polls!" announce the promotions for the events, which include stops in places like Las Vegas; Flagstaff and Phoenix in Arizona; Ann Arbor, Mich.; and Kenosha and Green Bay in Wisconsin.
In major cities, the Harris campaign has begun paying for weekend street festivals near early-voting centers, but their effort joins other groups that have already been in the communities for a while. One group called ShowUpStrong24 has been holding neighborhood events for months around voter registration in Philadelphia, a program that is now shifting to early-vote activation.
Christian Leonzo Vargas, a marketing consultant who has been leading many of the efforts, has organized coat giveaways, rent check giveaways, free "brews and ballots" events at a local brewery and backpack giveaways in recent months. This week he will hold a silent journaling event in one neighborhood, followed by a walk to an early-voting place with headphones that allow everyone who gathers to listen to the same songs.
One recent sweepstakes organized on social media gave away two $1,000 Target shopping sprees. Participants had to check their voting registration online, resulting in more than 1,000 new voting registrations, Vargas said. He said the offer of help for people struggling makes the conversation about voting easier.
"We went into low-propensity neighborhoods at their low-propensity apartment complexes," Vargas said about the back-to-school giveaway that distributed 1,500 backpacks. "One of the things the community members said was, 'Thank you for helping us before asking for something.'"
StandUpStrong24 and the Voter Project are fully tax-deductible, nonpartisan nonprofits that do not expressly show support for any party or candidate. Like dozens of other similar groups that could impact the result next month, they will never have to disclose either their donors or how much they spent on all the free stuff they gave away.
Other efforts are far more conventional. On an early Thursday in Detroit, at a job site at the Gordie Howe bridge, volunteers for the AFL-CIO union members handed out fliers on one side explaining Harris's role in casting the tiebreaking vote for the American Rescue Plan, which shored up pension plans, and the Inflation Reduction Act, which lowered prescription drug prices. On the other side of the flier, the union warned of Project 2025, the conservative Heritage Foundation's policy plan for Trump that the nominee himself has largely disavowed.
Kecia Harper, an operating foreperson and union member, said some of the other workers have said they are swayed to vote for Trump. But she wanted them to know that she thought Trump was distracting them with misinformation about immigration from the real issues that affect working people.
"He does the whole, 'Get everyone over here talking about the dogs and the cats,' instead of talking about the real things," Harper said.
Meryl Kornfield in Detroit and Marianne Levine contributed to this report.
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Of course JD Vance knows Donald Trump lost in 2020
It's just that he isn't allowed to admit it.
By Philip Bump | 2024-10-17

Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) speaks during a campaign event on Wednesday in Williamsport, Pa. (Matt Rourke/AP)


Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) currently has three jobs. Listed in order of increasing importance they are: serving as one of two senators for America's seventh-most-populous state, aiding Donald Trump's bid to regain the presidency, and keeping Trump from being mad at him.
Given the importance of that last role, we should not be at all surprised that, when he finally offered a concrete position after weeks of asking, Vance asserted that Trump had in fact not lost the 2020 presidential election. He attempted to rationalize and defend his response, as we will explain in a moment, but that's all irrelevant.
What's important is that Vance claimed that Trump didn't lose the election and that Vance unquestionably understands that Trump did lose the election.
The exchange was triggered when Vance invited questions from reporters at a rally in Pennsylvania. Gray Television's Peter Zampa asked Vance "what message ... it sends to independent voters when you do not directly answer the question: Did Donald Trump lose in 2020?"
So, after a flurry of booing from the audience, Vance directly answered the question.
"First of all, on the election of 2020, I've answered this question directly a million times: No. I think there are serious problems in 2020," he said. "So did Donald Trump lose the election? Not by the words that I would use. Okay?"
"But look, I really couldn't care less if you agree or disagree with me on this issue," he continued. "And here's the thing that I focus on because, what the media will do, they'll focus on the court cases or they'll focus on some crazy conspiracy theory. What I know, what verifiably I know happened is that, in 2020, large technology companies censored Americans from talking about things like the Hunter Biden laptop story and that had a major, major consequence on the election."
The audience cheered.
"Now, let's take that as a baseline reality. Even the journalists who constantly fact-check me admit that that's real," Vance said. "Well, okay, you could say -- well, let's say your view is that happened and we still think Trump lost or that happened and we think that means Trump won. Who cares? It happened. Censorship is bad. And that's the substance of what we're focused on. And that's what we care the most about."
And that, ladies and gentlemen, is how a graduate of Yale Law deftly navigates between Trump's breathless insistences about his 2020 victory and a superficially defensible claim that can also serve as an attack on his political opponents.
The first tell, of course is "not by the words that I would use." Well, sure. Because the words an honest person would use when asked if Trump lost are "yes" or "of course." But Vance will not use those words because -- well, see Job Number Three above.
"What the media will do," Vance says, is "focus on the court cases or they'll focus on some crazy conspiracy theory." Put another way, when adjudicating whether there is any reason to think that Trump didn't win in 2020, the media will assess the evidence for and against that idea. We will point out that the Trump campaign and its allies attempted to get courts to intervene, with courts almost uniformly rejecting the idea that results were tainted -- often also dismissing the purported evidence offered by the pro-Trump side. We will also note that those conspiracy theories -- like the ones elevated constantly by Vance's running mate -- are meritless.
But -- as a Yale Law graduate might presumably know! -- it is not up to the media to offer the evidence here. It's up to Trump and his allies. They're the ones saying the election was stolen, not us, and so they're the ones who bear the burden of proof. Vance is saying, "oh, the media dismisses all of this by lazily waving at these stale arguments," to which I, a member of the media, say: Yeah! We are. Because having debunked and dismantled nonsense and misdirection for nearly four years, we have the luxury of simply noting that Vance's the-election-was-stolen side has never come close to making its case.
In his response, though, Vance tries to make the case -- or at least enough of a case to justify his "not in my words" response, that the "baseline reality" is that "large technology companies censored Americans from talking about things like the Hunter Biden laptop story" which "had a major, major consequence on the election."
This is, for lack of a pithier way to put it, an intensely dumb argument.
Yes, there was a period of several hours in mid-October 2020 during which a New York Post story focused on an email purportedly sourced to a laptop owned by Joe Biden's son Hunter that was blocked by the social media company then known as Twitter, while Facebook made it less prominent.
This was not because the story indirectly targeted Joe Biden. It was because the 2016 election had seen the elevation of information stolen by Russia and injected into the political conversation, aiding Russia's efforts to (however modestly) destabilize the country. So the government and these companies were wary of again elevating stolen material -- and the provenance of the New York Post story was nebulous enough to trigger a cautious response.
Either way, this not only didn't have a "major, major" consequence on the election, it's probable that it had next to no consequence. Vance has in the past elevated a poll conducted on behalf of a right-wing organization to claim that the suppression of this story affected huge swaths of votes, but the poll -- predicated on people revisiting their vote choice months later, already a dubious proposition -- didn't even ask about the laptop story! Instead, it asked whether people would have changed their votes had they believed some false/exaggerated claims about Biden and China.
And never mind that his campaign also pressured the company now known as X to muffle information about him that was allegedly stolen by Iranian hackers! "Censorship is bad. And that's the substance of what we're focused on," Vance said. "And that's what we care the most about" -- a phrase that reads slightly differently given the context of the preceding sentence.
Vance, like many Trump-allied Republicans, knows that the former president's claims about 2020 are false. And, like many Trump-allied Republicans, he's cobbled together an argument in which he can amplify some politically useful wrongdoing on the part of his opponents when pressed on the question.
Unlike every other Trump-allied Republican, though, he gets asked this question a lot, in part because, as Trump's vice president, he may be put in a position where he's forced to choose between reality and what Trump wants to believe. Trump's first running mate was put in such a position on Jan. 6, 2021, and he chose reality, which is why Trump has a new running mate.
Vance's real answer, the important one, is that he would choose Trump.
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Trump drops the pretense, labels Jan. 6 insurrectionists 'we'
It's the culmination of a longstanding effort to retcon the events of that day. But it's a highly suspect political move.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-10-17

Former president Donald Trump participates in a Univision town hall on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Shortly after the dust settled on Jan. 6, 2021, Donald Trump's allies went to great and strained lengths to distance the then-president from the insurrectionists who had stormed the U.S. Capitol. They falsely linked the attack to antifa and supposed government "provocateurs" -- claims that had no basis then and still don't.
"These people don't look like Trump supporters," Newsmax host Greg Kelly claimed. Fox News host Laura Ingraham declared rioters to be "people who can only be described as antithetical to the MAGA movement." Trump's impeachment lawyers claimed he was "horrified" by the violence.
In the intervening four years, though, Trump himself has expressed an increasing amount of sympathy for the rioters -- not just for their humanity and purported legal persecution (he has repeatedly floated pardons), but also for their actions. He has clearly sought to retcon that day from one of national shame to one that is to be, in many ways, celebrated.
That culminated Wednesday night with a very choice word: "we."
Appearing at a town hall hosted by Univision, Trump was confronted by a self-identified Republican named Ramiro Gonzalez who cast Trump's actions surrounding Jan. 6 as a dealbreaker for him. Gonzalez challenged Trump to win his support.
But Trump made no apologies for that day. What he instead did was actually link himself to the rioters -- stronger than he ever has before.
"There were no guns down there; we didn't have guns," Trump said, before repeating: "The others had guns, but we didn't have guns."
The first thing to note is that's false; Trump supporters did have guns and many other weapons. But also consider what Trump has done rhetorically. He cast the insurrectionists as a "we."
It's actually not the first time Trump has seemed to do this. But the last time, Trump's comments weren't so clear, and he apparently caught himself. At last month's presidential debate, Trump cited "we" before shifting to "this group of people."
"And nobody on the other side was killed," Trump said during the debate, while noting the death of his supporter, Ashli Babbitt, who was shot while crawling through a broken window close to the House chamber. Trump added, "But we didn't do -- this group of people that have been treated so badly," without finishing the thought.
In fact, three police officers died shortly after the Jan. 6 attack. And if Trump's meaning during the debate wasn't clear, it became abundantly clear Wednesday night.
The police are the "other side" and "the others." The insurrectionists are "we."
Given his stilted response at the debate, there's some question about how intentional this is and whether Trump merely slipped up by calling the rioters "we."
Trump clearly wants people to forget and misunderstand the events of Jan. 6, because it was the biggest stain on his presidency; a historic number of Republicans voted to impeach and convict him over it, and many others acquitted him only on a technicality -- while still blaming him to varying degrees.
You could also certainly argue that Trump casting this as a day to celebrate serves his more authoritarian impulses; these were people who rose up in his name, and there's plenty of evidence that he liked that and wants to promote that sort of impulse in his base.
And there's evidence that his and his allies' efforts at Jan. 6 revisionism have blunted its impact on the 2024 campaign. Republican voters have effectively dismissed this as a concern and overwhelmingly embraced him. The most striking poll, in mid-2022, showed the percentage of Republicans calling it a "legitimate protest" had surged, while those calling it an "insurrection" and even a "riot" fell sharply from just a year prior. More actually labeled it a "legitimate protest" than a "riot."
But there's also danger with the broader electorate in so closely associating yourself with the rioters, whom Americans writ large have little sympathy for.
A Washington Post/University of Maryland poll  this year showed just 12 percent of Americans said the rioters "defended democracy," while a clear majority -- 58 percent -- said they "threatened democracy."
There are also limits to an embrace of the rioters even in the GOP. Fewer than half of Republicans in that poll agreed with Trump that the Jan. 6 defendants' punishments were "too harsh." Another poll last year showed just 24 percent of Republican primary voters preferred a candidate who supported those who entered the Capitol.
It's possible that has changed somewhat as Trump has increasingly bear-hugged the rioters as the 2024 election has worn on; we don't have a lot of good, more recent data.
But those numbers would seem to confirm that Trump is truly testing Americans' willingness to write off that day and his supporters' willingness to lump themselves in with that "we." And it's not just a 2024 election issue; it's also a more lasting test for the strength of our democracy.
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How Fox News loads the dice so Trump always wins
Harris's contentious interview was a sharp contrast with the Trump "town hall" earlier that day, but the real work was done in the post-interview spin.
By Philip Bump | 2024-10-17

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks with Fox News host Bret Baier on Wednesday. (Fox News)


Vice President Kamala Harris understood that by agreeing to an interview on Fox News she was venturing into hostile territory. And from the outset of that discussion Wednesday, anchor Bret Baier pressed Harris on the record of the Biden administration and on policy issues that were of concern to Fox viewers, such as immigration.
That immigration is a central concern for Fox News viewers, of course, is in part because it is the centerpiece of Donald Trump's bid to regain the presidency and, by extension, a focal point of the channel's day-to-day coverage. Fox News helps amplify Trump's perceived strengths and Harris's perceived weaknesses, and that filtered into Baier's questions.
It is worth noting that while Baier was aggressive in pressing Harris on the question of immigration from the outset, often interrupting her answers in an apparent effort to push her away from her prepared comments, he was also aggressive during the first major interview Trump granted the network after announcing his bid for the 2024 Republican nomination. Back in June 2023, Baier knocked Trump back on his heels with questions about his retention of classified documents at his home in Florida. Baier's interruptions were not quite as sharp, but he did push back.
But that was June 2023, when it still seemed like Trump might not be the Republican nominee. Baier's most recent conversation with Trump before Wednesday was on the last day of the Democratic convention, when Trump was already the GOP nominee. That interview was conducted by phone, making interjections trickier for the hosts, but there didn't seem to be much inclination on their end to do so. The only forceful pushback came at the end, when Baier and co-host Martha MacCallum needed Trump to wrap up.
Baier is keenly aware of how important Trump's political base is to his employer. After Fox News made the dangerously premature call that Arizona had gone for Joe Biden in 2020, Baier reportedly pressured higher-ups to reverse it, seeing the backlash that quickly erupted from viewers. There is often little value for Fox News hosts to challenge Trump and clear benefits to encouraging him.
A few hours before the Baier-Harris interview, in fact, Trump appeared on Fox for a "town hall" centered on women's issues. Unlike the interview with Baier, the Trump discussion was conducted in front of an audience, one made up heavily of Republicans and Trump supporters.
The host of that conversation, Harris Faulkner, began not by pressing Trump on issues of concern to women but by giving him an open-ended opportunity to respond to criticisms of his campaign -- after noting how well he is doing with non-White voters (at least relative to past Republican candidates). Here, again, the questions tended to center on issues where Trump and Fox seem to think Trump has an advantage. There was one question on abortion, for example, and one on trans women playing sports. (Baier had a question about trans people, too, a focus of Trump's campaign ads.)
None of this, though, really captures how Fox News ensured that Harris's appearance would do the least possible damage to Trump's candidacy. That unfolded during the hours of programming that followed the interview, during which hosts and producers clipped the least flattering moments from the conversation and presented them to viewers with a slathering of spin.
Laura Ingraham's show came on shortly after the interview. Harris, she began, "clearly wasn't prepared to answer the real questions."
She showed a clip of Baier pressing Harris on immigration.
"She is the sitting vice president of the United States who was put in charge of the border -- what, in the first month that they were in office?" Ingraham said, making a claim about Harris's mandate that misrepresents her role. "And she will not answer a direct and simple question."
Another clip on immigration, and Ingraham offered her summary of Harris's performance.
"She can't really speak to the details despite the fact that, again, she's the border czar," Ingraham said, with that same inaccurate presentation of Harris's role. "And again, she points herself into the same radical direction that she was in back in 2019, where people saw her back then as the true radical. She's still a true radical. That's why she refuses to renounce her policies."
Ingraham's show was followed by Jesse Watters's. He led off by declaring that it was "disorienting" covering Harris's campaign.
"Her record's radical left, then she agrees with Trump but her values haven't changed," he claimed. "Her VP's wooing White dudes and Obama's scolding the brothas." (This last word was offered in Watters's estimate of an urban patois.) "She hid from CNN for five weeks, then she turned down the Fox debate, now she's playing footsie with [podcast host Joe] Rogan and begging to come on Fox."
"Well, be careful what you wish for," he continued. "Because Kamala Harris just sat down with Bret Baier for a half-hour, and she was roughed up so badly Pelosi's asking Joe to get back in." (Former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) was one of the most prominent voices to question whether President Joe Biden should continue his presidential bid this summer.)
An hour later, it was Trump's pal Sean Hannity's turn.
"I'd say the joy is gone in the Harris campaign tonight. And her obvious anger, that was on full display. The one she's notorious for, that was on full display during the interview," he said during his introductory monologue. "Kamala appeared agitated, obsessively tried to simply avoid answering basic, fundamental questions. She took zero responsibility for anything that has happened during the Harris-Biden administration."
"And when all else would fail," he continued, "she'd either flat-out lie or go to the default campaign mode -- if the dog bites, if the bee stings, if you're feeling sad, just blame Donald Trump for everything."
This was the tone of each of those shows, the ones that air during prime time and which, on a day-to-day basis, earn the most viewers. Harris sat down with Baier in an effort to be heard by the channel's heavily Republican and right-leaning base, only to have the network follow up that interview with a battery of voices focused on framing her as negatively as possible.
As we noted in 2019 when Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) sat down for an interview on Fox News, this is how Fox News operates. Contradictory voices are sidelined or buried; efforts by those not on the political right to reach the channel's audience are inevitably hampered by the channel's infinite ability and interest in recontextualizing things to fit its political objectives. Never argue with someone who buys ink by the barrel, the saying used to have it, though the modern iteration might instead quantify the amount spent on right-wing pundits.
It's unlikely that the interview will have much effect on voters. Avid Fox News watchers aren't going to be particularly sympathetic to Harris in the first place, given that they watch the channel avidly. Harris can claim something of a moral high ground as she tries to appeal to Trump-skeptical Republicans; here she was at least showing a willingness to engage her opponents in conversation. (Imagine Trump on MSNBC!)
But there was never a chance that she was going to beat Fox News at its game. After all, Fox is always and relentlessly playing that game, a game centered on boosting Trump and tearing Harris down. For the network and its hosts, the point wasn't Baier's interview. It was what they could do with that interview to win their game.
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Five key moments from Kamala Harris's heated Fox News interview
Kamala Harris took part in an adversarial interview with Fox News discussing issues from immigration to gender-affirming surgery. Here are some of the key moments.
By Adela Suliman | 2024-10-17

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a rally in Washington Crossing, Pa., on Wednesday. (Michelle Gustafson for The Washington Post) 


Vice President Kamala Harris sat down for her first formal appearance on the Fox News Network on Wednesday night, hoping to reach voters across the aisle weeks before Election Day.
The 30-minute interview with Fox chief political anchor Bret Baier often got combative, with the pair speaking over each other at times, as they tangled over topics from immigration to what Harris would do differently from President Joe Biden, to former president Donald Trump.
Here are five key moments from the interview.
Baier began with the hot-button issue of immigration -- a key topic for many Republican voters -- asking Harris to estimate "how many illegal immigrants" the Biden administration had "released into the country" and asking Harris if she would apologize to the families of women who were killed by undocumented immigrants. He also showed a video of a woman blaming the Biden administration for her daughter's death.
"I'm so sorry for her loss -- sincerely," Harris said. She acknowledged that the American immigration system needed "to be fixed," while highlighting several times that Trump had blocked a tough bipartisan border security bill, framing Trump as someone who "preferred to run on a problem instead of fixing a problem."
She also said, "I do not believe in decriminalizing border crossings, and I've not done that as vice president, and I will not do that as president."
The interjections from the host were thick and fast, something Harris addressed pointedly several times. At one point, as she and Baier spoke over each other, she said, "You have to let me finish, please," and, "I'm in the middle of responding to the point you're raising, and I'd like to finish."
Baier played a Trump campaign ad that featured remarks Harris made earlier in her career expressing support for using taxpayer dollars for gender-affirming surgeries for prison inmates. He asked Harris if she still supported the policy.
"I will follow the law, and it's a law that Donald Trump actually followed," Harris responded.
"Under Donald Trump's administration, these surgeries were available on a medical-necessity basis to people in the federal prison system," she said, likening his campaign ad to "throwing ... stones when you're living in a glass house."
She accused Trump of trying to "create a sense of fear in the voters" and said this is a "remote" issue for most Americans.
Baier noted that Trump's aides said he'd never advocated for that prison policy, and pressed Harris on whether she would still support using public funds for the policy. Harris sidestepped, retorting that Trump would rather waste money on that ad than focus on issues affecting Americans.

Vice President Kamala Harris sat down with Fox News for an interview on Oct. 16. Here's what she said.


Baier pressed Harris on how her policies would differ from Biden's, playing a clip from her recent interview on ABC's "The View" when she said there was "not a thing that comes to mind" she would do differently than Biden did. Later in the same interview, she reiterated a promise to appoint a Republican to her Cabinet if elected.
He noted that one of her campaign slogans said it was time to "turn the page," and asked: "You've been vice president for 31/2 years. What are you turning the page from?"
Harris sought to differentiate herself from Biden more firmly than she had previously, saying, "Let me be very clear, my presidency will not be a continuation of Joe Biden's presidency."
She added that she had not spent the majority of her career in Washington, and would bring her own personal and professional experiences as well as "fresh and new ideas" to the White House.
Harris was impassioned as she sparred with Baier over Trump's rhetoric, which she said had left much of the public feeling "exhausted."
Baier asked: "Why, if he's as bad as you say, half of this country is now supporting this person?" He then asked whether she believed his supporters were "misguided" or "stupid."
Harris replied that she would "never say that about the American people" and that "he's the one who talks about an 'enemy within' ... suggesting he would turn the American military on the American people."
Baier then played a clip he described as Trump's response to that claim -- an earlier town hall with Fox, where Trump accused the government of "phony investigations" against him.
Harris accused Fox of cherry-picking the video. "I'm sorry and with all due respect, that clip is not what he has been saying about the 'enemy within' that he has repeated ... That's not what you just showed.
"You and I both know that he has talked about turning the American military on the American people. ... He has talked about locking people up because they disagree with him," she said.
Baier asked Harris when she had first noticed that Biden's "mental faculties appeared diminished" and why she had said he was capable of continuing to do the job of president before he dropped out of the race.
She did not directly answer the question, instead saying she had "watched from the Oval Office to the Situation Room, and he has the judgment and the experience to do exactly what he has done in making very important decisions on behalf of the American people."
"Joe Biden is not on the ballot, and Donald Trump is," she added, flipping the conversation back to Trump and calling him "unfit" for office.
The interview remained heated even as it came to a close. As they sparred over her position on Iran, Baier said, "We're talking over each other, I apologize," later adding: "I hope you got to say what you wanted to say about Donald Trump. There are a lot of things that people want to learn about you and your policies."
Harris, meanwhile, said: "I would like that we would have a conversation that is grounded in full assessment of the facts. ... I think this interview is supposed to be about the choices that your viewers should be presented about this election, and the contrast is important."
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Panel formed after Trump rally shooting calls for Secret Service shake-up
An independent panel called for new leadership at the Secret Service, mostly from the outside, saying the protective agency needs an overhaul.
By Maria Sacchetti, Jacqueline Alemany | 2024-10-17

Secret Service agents cover former president Donald Trump after shots were fired during his rally in Butler, Pa., in July. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


An independent panel called Thursday for new leadership at the Secret Service, hired mostly from outside the protective agency, saying it needs a major shake-up for security failures such as the July 13 shooting at Donald Trump's rally in Pennsylvania "can and will happen again."
The bipartisan panel, ordered by President Joe Biden to review the Secret Service after a gunman attempted to assassinate Trump at a campaign rally in Butler, Pa., said the protective agency had become "bureaucratic, complacent and static."
The panel expressed gratitude for agents who risk their lives to protect the president, vice president and other top officials but found significant leadership and cultural failures that put officials at risk, including a lack of critical-thinking skills. The panel recommended that the administration replace the top leadership "as soon as practicable" and urged that most appointees come from outside the agency.
In its 52-page report, the panel wrote that "the Secret Service as an agency requires fundamental reform to carry out its mission. Without that reform, the Independent Review Panel believes another Butler can and will happen again."
"The panel believes this is a very important report and series of reforms that we trust will be taken extremely seriously given the critical mission of the service," said Janet Napolitano, secretary of the Department of Homeland Security in the Obama administration, reading a statement she indicated was on behalf of all four members of the panel.
"As we say in the report, this is a zero-fail mission. For any failure endangers not only the life of the protectee but also the fundamentals of our government itself," she said.
Napolitano and other panel members said some of the proposed reforms could be addressed quickly, while others would take time and require the cooperation of Congress, the White House and the Secret Service itself.
Though the panel called for outside leadership, it said in a  briefing with reporters that it was not  recommending the immediate firing of  the senior leadership and that such changes could be left to the next administration. The next administration could consider experts from the private sector or the military, the panel said.
Kimberly Cheatle, a former agent who served on Biden's detail when he was vice president, had experience in the private sector. She resigned as director after the Trump rally shooting.  Acting director Ronald L. Rowe Jr., her former deputy, has acknowledged complacency inside the agency and said he is seeking a bigger budget to improve training and expand hiring.
Secret Service leaders have acknowledged the failures leading to July 13, when agents and law enforcement were notified of Thomas Matthew Crooks, the 20-year-old gunman, well before he fired eight shots at the rally, killing one man and injuring Trump and several others. A Secret Service sniper killed Crooks.
The July attack was the first direct hit on a U.S. leader since the shooting of President Ronald Reagan in front of the Washington Hilton in 1981.
The panel said that wasn't enough: An outsider should lead the agency -- similar to a recommendation a decade earlier -- and it should move its investigative operations into the Office of Protective Operations to ensure its core, "no fail" mission to protect officials is fully staffed.
"The Secret Service must be the world's leading governmental protective organization. The events at Butler on July 13 demonstrate that, currently, it is not," the panel said in the report. "All assets should be allocated to that mission before any other tasks. ... There is simply no excuse to need to 'do more with less' concerning protection of national leaders."
The recommendations are among the most sweeping changes proposed for the Secret Service in its 159-year history. The agency was created in 1865 under the U.S. Treasury Department to investigate counterfeiting and began protecting presidents at Congress's request after the 1901 assassination of President William McKinley.
Since then, the agency has expanded into a force with roughly 8,000 employees, including thousands of armed officers and agents in charge of protecting more than 40 people around-the-clock, securing special events such as the United Nations General Assembly, the upcoming Olympics in Los Angeles and visits by foreign leaders.
Its investigative division -- which the panel would transfer under the protective office -- has hundreds of employees probing financial crimes such as counterfeiting, hacking and money laundering, as well as scams. It also investigates cases involving missing children.
The panel did not discuss in depth a Sept. 15 incident in Florida, where an agent spotted an armed man hiding in a tree line while Trump was golfing. No one was injured. The suspect, Ryan Routh, has been charged with attempting to kill Trump, the Republican nominee for president.
Four national security experts led the independent review: Napolitano;  Frances Townsend, a homeland security adviser under President George W. Bush; David Mitchell, a former top state law enforcement official in Maryland and Delaware; and Mark Filip, Bush's deputy attorney general and a former federal judge.
Nearly a decade ago, another independent four-member panel called for sweeping changes in the agency, including outside leadership to challenge its culture.
Filip was part of that review, which also urged better training, the hiring of hundreds of new agents and newer facilities so that agents could train in lifelike scenarios -- similar to the changes Rowe has called for in recent weeks.
In 2015, a two-year bipartisan House investigation called for an outsider to be named director, saying the agency's insular culture was resistant to change. Officials had bungled hiring and firing and should reduce the agency's sizable investigative mission to better focus on protecting officials, the report said.
Agents were desperate for a new leader willing to implement reforms, the report said.
Trump appointed Secret Service Director Randolph D. "Tex" Alles in 2017. The retired Marine Corps general and acting deputy commissioner of Customs and Border Protection was the first outsider in at least 100 years -- and Trump replaced him with a career Secret Service official, James M. Murray, in 2019.
The 2014 and 2015 reports followed a series of security blunders under the Obama administration that led Director Julia Pierson to resign, after she failed to inform the president that an armed security guard with a criminal history had been allowed to ride in an elevator with him the month before.
In other incidents, an Army veteran carrying a knife jumped the White House perimeter fence and charged through an unlocked door in 2014, agents preparing for a presidential trip to Colombia spent a night carousing with prostitutes in 2012, and agents failed to immediately detect a man who fired a semiautomatic weapon at the White House residence in 2011, while Obama's daughter Sasha was home.
After July 13, the service acknowledged that security breakdowns led to the attack on Trump, including problems with equipment, a lack of extra security measures such as protective glass, and the failure of agents to give clear instructions to local and state police backing them up.
A bipartisan Senate report found in September that in the aftermath of the Butler shooting, some agents denied responsibility or "deflected blame" for the security failures at the rally.
The panel found similar problems with agents who were aware Crooks was suspected of posing a threat but failed to question him or alert the agents guarding Trump to prevent him from taking the stage.
For instance, the panel said that based on the evidence, "no fewer than nine" Secret Service agents, as well as other law enforcement personnel at the rally, knew Crooks was acting suspiciously before he began shooting, yet nobody questioned him before Trump took the stage. Four Secret Service staff members were told that Crooks was on the roof of a building with a clear view of Trump, but nobody warned the team guarding the former president about the threat.
Agents lacked critical-thinking skills, they said, noting that Trump was the presumptive nominee and one who generates "strong emotions in many people," so he should have had greater security on July 13.
The panel said it "did not identify any nefarious or malicious intent behind this phenomenon, but rather an overreliance on assigning personnel based on categories," such as whether a protected person was a former official, a candidate or a nominee "instead of an individualized assessment of risk."
Though the Secret Service has said it is conducting an internal investigation and carrying out reforms, the panel found that many agents involved in July 13 "appear to have done little in the way of self reflection in terms of identifying areas of missteps, omissions, or opportunities for improvement."
The panel said it based its report on research and 58 interviews, including with the Secret Service and federal, state and local law enforcement from early August through the start of this month. It also received briefings from the Secret Service, the Department of Homeland Security and the FBI, traveled to Butler and read thousands of pages of documents.
The service has said it has boosted Trump's security to the highest levels, adding agents and equipment such as protective glass at events. Typically, the president, vice president and other top officials receive the most security, but the Secret Service has said Trump now has security comparable to that of the sitting president.
Carol D. Leonnig contributed to this report.
This is a developing story.
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Trump says he is the 'father of IVF' at all-women town hall event
The GOP nominee and his party have struggled with reproductive issues since Roe v. Wade was overturned. Vice President Kamala Harris called his remark "bizarre."
By Andrew Jeong, Patrick Svitek | 2024-10-17

Former president Donald Trump at a Fox News town hall on women's issues in Cumming, Ga. (Erik S Lesser/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Former president Donald Trump described himself as the "father of IVF" during an all-female town hall event in Georgia, telling attendees that he would support in vitro fertilization should he be elected to a second term.
"I'm the father of IVF, so I want to hear this question," he said at the Fox News town hall, which aired Wednesday but was taped the previous day. Trump also lauded "the courage of six Supreme Court justices" -- three of whom he appointed -- for overturning Roe v. Wade, the 1973 Supreme Court decision that legalized abortion, two years ago.
Vice President Kamala Harris (D), speaking to reporters Wednesday in Detroit, described Trump's comments as "quite bizarre," given his role in Roe's overturning, which opened the door for conservative attempts to limit access to IVF.
Gwen Walz, wife of Harris's running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D), said Trump was "more like the father of Georgia's abortion bans," an apparent reference to the state Supreme Court's recent reinstatement a ban on abortion six weeks after conception in a long-running legal battle sparked by the end of Roe.
The Trump campaign did not immediately reply to a request for comment, but Trump spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt has told media outlets that his remarks were "made in jest when he was enthusiastically answering a question about IVF," adding that he strongly supports widespread access to fertility treatments.
Trump and other Republicans have struggled to navigate reproductive issues since Roe was overturned, a landmark decision that cast uncertainty over other reproductive procedures. In September, Senate Republicans blocked a bill to expand access to IVF, prompting Democrats to warn voters that Republicans could seek to ban abortion nationwide and that even non-abortion procedures such as IVF could be at risk.
In February, the Alabama Supreme Court ruled that frozen embryos are children, meaning that people could be held liable for destroying them. The decision limited access to IVF treatments in the state and compelled the Republican-dominated state legislature to quickly pass a bill that protected those seeking the procedure.
Trump has sought to blunt the political impact of Roe's reversal by stressing his support for IVF, even promising, without detailing how, that he would make the procedure free if he returns to the White House. At the town hall event this week, Trump said the Republican Party was "the party for IVF" and that the GOP supports the procedure more than Democrats do. Those comments came after Trump said earlier at the town hall that he had to have Sen. Katie Boyd Britt (R-Ala.) explain to him what the IVF procedure was.

Vice President Kamala Harris on Oct. 14 said it was "bizarre" for former president Donald Trump to use the label given his role in overturning Roe v. Wade.


In her comments to reporters Wednesday, Harris said Trump "should take responsibility for the fact that 1 in 3 women in America lives in a Trump-abortion-ban state. What he should take responsibility for is that couples who are praying and hoping and working toward growing a family ... have been so disappointed and harmed by the fact that IVF treatments have now been put at risk."
High-quality public polls tracked by The Washington Post last month showed Harris winning women by an average of 10 points.
In addition to women, Trump has also been focusing on traditionally Democratic-leaning voter groups, including an interview with Black journalists in July in which he questioned Harris's Black identity. On Wednesday, he sought to appeal to immigrants and Hispanics, taking an unusually measured tone while talking about immigration on the Spanish-language network Univision, and he has scheduled several late-in-the-campaign rallies in solidly blue states, including California, Colorado and New York.
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In Nevada Senate race, Republican Sam Brown struggles to gain traction
Sam Brown, whose Senate race in Nevada started strong, has been unable to close the polling gap with Sen. Jacky Rosen (D) as he struggles to win over rural, conservative voters.
By Leigh Ann Caldwell | 2024-10-17

Attendees pray for Nevada's Republican candidate for Senate, Sam Brown, during "Latino Pastors Lunch" at Living Waters Christian Fellowship in Reno, Nev. on Oct. 2. (Bridget Bennett/For The Washington Post)


SPARKS, Nev. -- Ed Lawson, the longtime mayor of this desert city of about 110,000 just outside Reno, said he has never voted for a Democrat. That will change next month when he plans to vote for Sen. Jacky Rosen over her Republican challenger, Sam Brown.
"Sam Brown doesn't get it," Lawson said in an interview. "He certainly hasn't ever come talk to us and ask us what we need in Sparks."
Brown, a military veteran and Purple Heart recipient, is the latest Republican trying to break the party's dozen-year drought on winning a U.S. Senate race here. His campaign was considered a prime pickup opportunity for the GOP, which needs to win a net of two seats to reclaim the Senate majority.
But Brown has been unable to close the polling gap with Rosen, an incumbent with a well-funded campaign that Brown, who is neither independently wealthy nor a prolific fundraiser, has not matched. He has also failed to generate excitement among conservative voters, even in the more rural parts of the state where Republicans typically win overwhelmingly, with some citing his unfamiliarity with state issues. Brown's staff recently turned over, a sign of turmoil in the campaign. And he has skipped basic campaign rituals, such as reaching out to local Republican leaders like Lawson.
Rosen, who's still relatively new to politics after Sen. Harry M. Reid (D), who died in 2021, handpicked her to run for Senate in 2018 following a single House term representing parts of Las Vegas, is leading in public polling averages by 8.5 percentage points. Republican internal polling, according to people familiar with the standings who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal findings, shows Brown down by about 7 percentage points -- a difficult gap to close with less than three weeks before Election Day.
The Brown campaign points to internal polling conducted by the National Republican Senatorial Committee that shows the figure is 5 percentage points and said he can make up the difference by getting all of former president Donald Trump's supporters to vote for him. The campaign insists Brown still has a path to victory.
"We are confident that the Nevadans voting for President Trump will also support Sam and other Republicans down the ballot," a Brown campaign spokesperson said in a statement. "Sam Brown will continue to close the gap and fight for each and every vote. The momentum is on our side."

Community leader and Democratic National Committee delegate Cedric Williams, left, speaks to Sen. Jacky Rosen (D-Nev.), center, after meeting with Black community leaders in Reno, Nev., on May 27. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


Democratic presidential candidates won Nevada in the last two elections, and Vice President Kamala Harris has a slight lead in the state over Trump. But Republicans have won statewide recently, electing a GOP governor in 2022.
Republicans working to win the Senate majority are taking stock of the Nevada race. With limited resources and Brown polling further behind than Republicans in other races, they are turning their attention to more competitive campaigns, including those in Michigan, Wisconsin and Ohio.
Brown is working to appeal to more Trump voters, like Kaci Capurro, who recently attended a Republican Women of Reno event to hear the Senate candidate speak. Capurro, a Reno resident who wore a Trump T-shirt to the event, said she'll "of course" vote for Brown, citing his Christian values.
Brown will need to remain competitive in his county of Washoe to be victorious the state. Even with polls showing him trailing, Brown said in an interview that his campaign goal remains the same: "Regardless of where the polls are, what I'm doing in this campaign is ... getting out and talking to folks face-to-face."
His personal story is central to his candidacy. In 2008, Brown deployed to Afghanistan as a U.S. Army officer when his Humvee hit a roadside bomb. He suffered third-degree burns on nearly a third of his body, including his face, and underwent more than 30 surgeries during a three-year recovery.
It's an experience he shares regularly during campaign stops. He found purpose in that moment of desperation, he said, and now, at his wife's persuasion, wants "to serve others as [God] has called us to."
Voters in Nevada say they're moved by what happened to Brown on the battlefield but suggest it's not enough to carry a campaign. George Taylor, a Republican from Reno, has knocked on hundreds of doors to persuade people to vote for Brown. Still, he said Brown relies too much on his biography and isn't doing enough to aggressively push back against Rosen on issues related to the border or transgender women in sports.
"Don't make this campaign about ... background or nobility," Taylor, 65, said. "He has a more interesting background than [Rosen] does, but that's not what voters care about."
Brown talks about Rosen and the border during his campaign events, blaming her for failing to address the issue as a member of the Senate Committee on Homeland Security. But Brown does not engage in aggressive personal attacks, and his mild-mannered demeanor is far from the bombastic style of Trump that some Republican voters now demand.

Attendees gather to Brown speak during a campaign event at South Valleys Regional Park in Reno, Nev. (Bridget Bennett/For The Washington Post)


Nathan Robertson, a Republican and the mayor of Ely, a small town with about 4,000 residents in eastern Nevada, also plans to back Rosen. The senator always picks up the phone when he calls, he said, and visits the town every year despite Ely being extremely isolated, with the closest cities of Reno and Las Vegas each more than 200 miles away. Rosen has also helped secure federal funding for the small mining town, he said.
Robertson had not heard from Brown since he began running for Senate this cycle and he's not convinced Brown understands enough about Nevadans' challenges to represent them in Washington. Brown, who moved to the state in 2018 and lives in Reno, also ran for Senate in 2022, losing in the primary to fellow Republican Adam Laxalt. Eight years earlier, he lost a Republican primary in Texas for the state's House of Representatives.
"Nevadans want to elect someone who they know knows their state, who knows their communities and who has some track record," Robertson said.
Lawson, the Sparks mayor, dismissed the idea of facing political backlash for backing Rosen. He was one of six elected Republicans previously censured by the Washoe Republican Party for supporting candidates not on the party's official endorsement list. He is most concerned about the lack of housing in his city, a crisis affecting the entire state that's only expected to worsen as new Tesla and Google factories led to population growth. Lawson has worked closely with Rosen on legislation that would allow the state to use federal land for housing development.
"It's our survival as a city, and Jacky gets it," he said.
Washoe County, Nevada's second-most-populous, is home to about 20 percent of the electorate. Aside from needing strong support there, Brown must also win overwhelmingly in rural towns like Ely. An August New York Times/Sienna College poll found that just 52 percent of voters in rural Nevada supported Brown, a huge gap from the 80 percent support Republican candidates usually win in rural Nevada.
"I may have missed somebody, but I've done a pretty broad reach out across electeds across the state," Brown said in response to a question about why he hadn't contacted Lawson, adding: "sometimes, you know, [I] miss a phone call or whatever. But look, at the end of the day when I'm elected, everyone is going to have an open door."
Two days later, Brown called Lawson and told him that if elected, he'd support the federal lands legislation that the Senate is considering.
Brown's race started strong. He had the backing of the National Republican Senatorial Committee and, just ahead of the June primary when it became clear he would easily win the party's nomination, he received an endorsement from Trump. He had a speaking role at the Republican National Convention in July where he talked about the injuries he received in Afghanistan.

Signage for Brown and former president Donald Trump seen during a campaign event in Reno, Nev. (Bridget Bennett/For The Washington Post)


Since then though, Republicans dramatically scaled back funding in the state as they shift resources toward closer races. The National Republican Senatorial Committee pulled about $7.4 million worth of ads before reinvesting about $1 million at a much cheaper advertising rate, which allows for more ads with less money, with future investments possible. NRSC spokesman Mike Berg said Nevada remains a top pickup opportunity for Republicans "and we will invest accordingly."
One Nation, a political entity of the Senate Leadership Fund, the super PAC focused on getting Republicans elected to Congress, hasn't spent money advertising in the race since the first week of September because they settled on races they think Republicans have a better shot at winning, including Michigan and Wisconsin.
Republicans working on congressional campaigns have fretted privately that the Trump campaign is not doing enough to contribute funds or voter contacts to help downballot GOP candidates. The Trump campaign did not immediately respond to questions about the Republicans' concerns.
At the Republican Women of Reno event, Brown said Trump's growing support among Latinos "opens a door for me, too." But at a Latino Americans for Trump event in Las Vegas, the speakers made no mention of Brown. And in one of Trump's offices in Las Vegas, Trump signs plaster the walls while the only indication that Brown is on the Nevada ballot were fliers on a small fold-up table in the back of the room.
Brown's four-point policy platform is taken directly from Trump's plans, including a "no taxes on tips" proposal and plans to eliminate taxes on Social Security benefits -- issues that resonate with Nevada's large service-industry workforce and growing retiree population. To pay for the estimated $1.6 trillion 10-year price tag associated with those programs, Brown offered no specifics but said he'd cut what he called reckless spending in Washington. He also said he'd work to finish the border wall, fix the immigration system, improve veterans' health-care networks, and would oppose federal funding for abortion.
Abortion politics are playing a major role in Nevada, where voters will weigh a ballot initiative to add a right to the procedure to the state's constitution. Nevada law allows abortions up until 24 weeks of pregnancy or to save the life of a mother after that point.
Rosen, in a TV ad, warns Brown will "take away your rights" and calls him a "MAGA extremist," referring to Trump's Make America Great Again slogan. Her campaign, along with the Democratic super PAC WinSenate, has spent at least $75 million on television, radio and digital ads in the state this cycle, according to media advertising tracking firm AdImpact.
Brown has been forced on his heels on the issue. He insists that he respects Nevada's existing abortion law and, following Trump's lead, said he would not support a national ban. He has talked openly about his wife having an abortion before they met, using it as a way to show that he understands women need to feel supported. But he refused to comment on the state's abortion ballot initiative.
When asked if he would leave the initiative question blank on his ballot, he said, "I hadn't even thought about that. That's an interesting question. So thanks for giving me something to ponder."

Brown speaks with attendees during "Latino Pastors Lunch" at Living Waters Christian Fellowship in Reno, Nev. (Bridget Bennett/For The Washington Post)


Bob Olson, a Trump supporter from Las Vegas who is also running for a state assembly seat, said Brown's campaign has "no substance."
"It like putting your finger through smoke," he said. If he isn't able to vote for "none of the above," he'll vote for Rosen, he said.
Brown has ramped up his campaigning since Labor Day, spending most of his time in Clark County, which includes Las Vegas, the most populous region of the state and home to at least 70 percent of voters.
Walking into a Walmart Supercenter in Reno on a recent morning at 7:30 a.m., Kathleen, 78, who spoke on the condition that her last name not be used to protect her privacy, said she had just worked a night shift at a casino because her monthly Social Security checks "aren't enough" to live on. She was a lifelong Democrat but changed her voter registration to Republican because of Trump.
As for the Senate race? "I go for the gals," she said, referring to Rosen and fellow Democratic Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto, who won reelection in 2022.
"They have proven themselves."
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Biden seeks to cement his global legacy in Germany trip
The president visits Berlin this week for what is likely to be his final trip to Europe while in office.
By Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Kate Brady, Isabelle Khurshudyan, Ellen Francis | 2024-10-17

President Joe Biden and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz speak during the Group of Seven summit in Elmau, Germany, in 2022. (Susan Walsh/AP)


BERLIN -- President Joe Biden leaves Thursday for what is likely to be his final trip as president to Europe, where Germany will bestow its highest honor on him for spearheading global efforts to protect Ukraine as European leaders strategize for a potential future in which the United States could be less engaged in the transatlantic alliance.
Biden had initially planned to visit Germany last week to take part in a multinational summit focused on Ukraine, but the trip was scrapped as Hurricane Milton barreled toward Florida. The president is returning to a Europe where diplomats are anxiously waiting to see whether they will confront modest shifts under a Kamala Harris presidency or a dramatic upheaval of global alliances if Donald Trump prevails.
Biden will meet Friday with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, French President Emmanuel Macron and British Prime Minister Keir Starmer about Western efforts to bolster Ukraine's defenses, White House officials told reporters Wednesday. German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier is set to award Biden the country's highest honor, the Special Class of the Grand Cross, which is reserved for heads of state.
"I have no doubt that the situation on the battlefield in Ukraine, the trajectory of the war, how allies can best support Ukraine will be a subject of conversation," said a senior administration official, speaking on the condition of anonymity under the ground rules of a call with reporters. "The bottom line for the United States and for President Joe Biden is that we want to put Ukraine in a position of strength."
The official added: "We want it to prevail in this war, and we need to give it the capabilities that it needs to do that. But we cannot do that alone -- we need to do that with our partners and allies."
Before last week's trip was postponed, Biden had been planning to follow his visit to Germany with a stop in Angola, fulfilling a long-standing promise that he would visit Africa as president. On Wednesday, the White House announced that the president will visit Angola in December.
Bolstering the NATO alliance in defense of Ukraine has been a hallmark of Biden's foreign policy, and the Berlin trip offers him an opportunity to push for whatever incremental gains he can in the final days of his presidency and cement his legacy as a leader who led a coalition of democracies battling the creep of authoritarianism. Biden last year defiantly traveled to Kyiv, Ukraine's capital, in the middle of a full-scale Russian invasion and declared in Poland a short time later that the world "would not look the other way" in the face of Russian President Vladimir Putin's aggression.
"When Russia invaded, it wasn't just Ukraine being tested. The whole world faced a test for the ages," Biden said in Poland. "Europe was being tested. America was being tested. NATO is being tested. All democracies are being tested. And the questions we face are as simple as they are profound: Would we respond, or would we look the other way?"
Biden is a president who until recently was hoping for an additional four years in the world's most powerful position. Hanging over his remaining tenure is the prospect that Trump, a man he views as a threat to American democracy and the Western alliance, could retake the office from which Biden ousted him four years ago.
That has put enormous pressure on the president to simultaneously burnish his legacy and, to the extent he can, take practical steps to prevent Trump from undoing it if he wins.
Biden has framed Ukraine as a crucial front in the global clash between democracy and totalitarianism. Some analysts attribute this worldview in part to Biden's experience during the Cold War, contending that America's Eurocentric approach may diminish in the face of China's rising power.
"His entire political life, professional life, the alliance with Europe generally and the alliance with NATO specifically has been at the core of his foreign policy outlook," said Ivo Daalder, chief executive of the Chicago Council on Global Affairs and the U.S. ambassador to NATO under former president Barack Obama. "He's probably the last truly Atlanticist president born before the Cold War. And even though alliances in Asia ... are important, on foreign policy, for Joe Biden, the first thought comes from across the Atlantic, not across the Pacific."
Diplomats on both sides of the Atlantic see the trip to Germany in part as an effort by Biden to use what remains of his bully pulpit to advocate for more support for Ukraine before someone else occupies the Oval Office.
Trump, who has summed up his approach to foreign policy as "America First," has a starkly different outlook on America's role in European affairs, one that is friendlier to Putin and more adversarial toward other NATO members. He has suggested that the United States should not defend allies that do not pay their fair share of NATO dues, while his running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), is a sharp critic of U.S. support for Ukraine. According to a recent book by Washington Post journalist Bob Woodward, Trump may have spoken with Putin as many as seven times since leaving office.
If many European allies see Trump as a threat, they view Harris as a relative unknown. As Biden's No. 2, she has been a spokeswoman for his foreign policy, expressing support for NATO and meeting with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky a half-dozen times. But while Biden had decades of experience with global diplomacy, Harris has put little emphasis on foreign policy during her compressed campaign for the White House.
European officials say they expect a Harris presidency to largely maintain the status quo, but they worry she will not have Biden's substantive and emotional attachment to NATO.
"If we get Kamala Harris, it's going to be very interesting, because we don't know at all what her compass is when it comes to foreign policy. We have no idea," a senior NATO official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive issues. "All we can expect is it will be a continuation of the Biden foreign policy. That's as much as we can prepare for."
Ukrainian officials have been hopeful that Biden would use his last months in office to secure long-term American support for their war effort more than two years after Russian tanks crossed into their country. Ukrainian officials are focusing their lobbying efforts on the lame-duck months of Biden's presidency -- after Election Day in November, but before a new president takes office in January -- hoping Biden will be focused on his legacy and less concerned about domestic politics.
Zelensky and his team have told Biden's advisers that putting Ukraine on more solid footing, including pushing for its admission to NATO, would cement his place in history as the leader who saved Ukraine from Russian conquest. Zelensky unveiled a "Victory Plan" to Biden during a meeting in Washington last month, saying that more U.S. help would allow Ukraine to end the war next year. He spoke again with Biden on Wednesday, the senior administration official said.
The U.S. reaction to Zelensky's push has been lukewarm so far. Ukrainian officials had hoped that the White House, for example, would have already granted Kyiv permission to launch attacks deeper into Russian territory using American-made weapons, but Biden has so far rebuffed that request.
European leaders have made it clear they were disappointed by the scuttling of last week's planned summit on Ukraine, especially because a potential second Trump presidency could bring greater uncertainty. Few European policymakers say they believe Trump would formally withdraw from NATO, but many fear a more transactional approach to the alliance and dwindling U.S. support for Ukraine.
NATO and European policymakers have sought to push through aid packages, sign defense pledges and bring key elements of Ukrainian aid under the NATO umbrella before the Nov. 5 election. Working groups in Berlin have been mapping out plans for different scenarios, but efforts to game plan for Trump have been stymied by the former president's unpredictability. And given the size of the U.S. share of funding for Ukraine, there may be little they could do if a U.S. president turns off the tap.
"No matter what happens in November, we must be prepared for the fact that the demands on Germany and the E.U. for more responsibility will increase," the German government's transatlantic cooperation coordinator, Michael Link, told German media in July.
So with Biden making perhaps his final visit to Germany, the nation's leaders are trying to celebrate their mutual strides while also trying to figure out what else can be accomplished.
Beyond that, the trip is in part a goodbye, as Biden and Scholz have for the most part worked hand-in-glove.
"I think this is also a farewell gift in a way, just to say, 'Thanks for keeping us as your main partner in Europe,' so to speak," said Jackson Janes, a resident senior fellow at the German Marshall Fund. "We hope that we can continue to have the relationship we had with you, regardless of who wins."
Wootson reported from Washington. Brady reported from Berlin. Francis reported from Brussels.
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Felons with finished sentences can register to vote, Nebraska Supreme Court rules
People in Nebraska who were convicted of felonies and have finished their sentences can register to vote in the November election, the court ruled Wednesday.
By Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-10-17

Nebraska Secretary of State Bob Evnen, seen in 2020, directed county officials in July to stop registering people to vote who had felony convictions and had not been pardoned by the Nebraska Board of Pardons. (Nati Harnik/AP)


Nebraska residents who were convicted of felonies and have finished their sentences can vote in the November election, the state's Supreme Court ruled Wednesday, potentially opening the door for thousands of Nebraskans to cast their ballot.
The ruling could have implications for the presidential race as Nebraska, which is solidly red, is one of two states that award some of their electoral votes by congressional district.
Wednesday's ruling comes after Secretary of State Bob Evnen (R) in July directed county officials to stop registering people to vote who had felony convictions and had not been pardoned by the Nebraska Board of Pardons. Evnen and two of his Republican colleagues, Nebraska Gov. Jim Pillen and Attorney General Mike Hilgers, make up the board.
Shortly after Evnen gave the directive, the American Civil Liberties Union and others sued, saying that Evnen's decision "effectively orders county election officials to disregard state law." Nebraska in April passed L.B. 20, a bill restoring voting rights for felons upon completion of their sentence, including probation and parole time. The state's Supreme Court on Wednesday ordered Evnen to comply with L.B. 20 and "remove any disqualification on registration he has imposed that is not contained within" the law.
Nebraska's split electoral vote system offers Vice President Kamala Harris a shot at securing one of the state's five electoral votes. But former president Donald Trump and his GOP allies in the state, including Pillen, in recent weeks have undertaken a last-minute push for the state to move to a winner-take-all system.
In recent years, multiple states have moved to allow people with felony convictions to vote. According to the ACLU, 15 states allow people with felony convictions to vote only upon completion of their sentence and 10 others allow some felons to vote, while restricting others based on the nature of their offense or whether they have been pardoned. In most of the other states, people who are in prison cannot vote, but everyone else can. Two states, Maine and Vermont, allow everyone to vote.
Jeremy Jonak, a plaintiff in the lawsuit to enforce L.B. 20 in Nebraska, described the ruling as a "weight off my shoulders." Jonak, a resident of Hall County, Nebraska, had completed the sentence for his felony conviction and wanted to register to vote, according to the ACLU's lawsuit.
"Over the years, so many of us have earned a second chance," Jonak said in a statement Wednesday. "We live in every part of the state, and the truth is most of us are just trying to live our lives and leave the past behind us. Thanks to this decision, we get to have a say as part of our communities."
Evnen said in a statement Wednesday that his office would be "following the requirements of the decision," adding that it was "working to ensure that those who were made eligible to register to vote under LB 20 may now do so."
Nebraska's deadline for online voter registration is Friday, and the state allows in person registrations until Oct. 25.
Nebraska Sen. Justin Wayne (D) introduced LB 20 in January 2023. At the time, Nebraska allowed those with a felony conviction to vote two years after completing their sentence. LB 20, which became law without Pillen's signature on April 17 removed the two-year requirement, allowing people to vote immediately after completing their sentence.
Three months later, on July 17, Hilgers, the attorney general, wrote an opinion stating that LB 20 was unconstitutional and that in passing it, the Nebraska legislature had unnecessarily rid the board of pardons of its "executive power." Evnen then cited Hilgers's opinion in his directive to county officials to stop registering felons who had not been pardoned.
On July 29, the ACLU filed its lawsuit challenging Evnen's directive in the state's high court on behalf of three plaintiffs with prior convictions and Civic Nebraska, a nonprofit with a focus on voting rights.
The complaint asked the court to order local election commissioners to register people with past felonies to vote. In a July news release, the ACLU said that at least 7,000 Nebraska residents would be newly eligible to vote as a result of LB20.
In the ruling Wednesday, Justice Lindsey Miller-Lerman criticized Evnen and other state officials for concluding that LB20 was unconstitutional, as only the Nebraska Supreme Court has the authority to do so. Miller-Lerman referenced "The Simpsons," using the names of Marge Simpson's older twin sisters, who work at their town's DMV testing drivers in the television show.
"Patty and Selma at the Department of Motor Vehicles may not be constitutional scholars, but they know that they are expected to follow the law," she wrote.
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JD Vance says Donald Trump did not lose the 2020 election
Trump's running mate had danced around the issue since being pressed on it in a debate over two weeks ago. 
By Meryl Kornfield, Patrick Svitek | 2024-10-17

Republican vice-presidential candidate Sen. JD Vance (Ohio) asserted that former president Donald Trump did not lose the 2020 election on Oct. 16.


Republican vice-presidential nominee JD Vance asserted Wednesday for the first time since joining the Republican ticket that Donald Trump did not lose the 2020 election after previously sidestepping questions from reporters and his opponent on the debate stage over two weeks ago.
Vance, answering a reporter's question in Williamsport, Pa., said that there were "serious problems in 2020," referring to alleged censorship by tech companies.
"Did Donald Trump lose the election? Not by the words that I would use," he said in his most direct answer to the question yet. "But look, I really couldn't care less if you agree with me or disagree with me on this issue."
Vance emphasized he was instead focused on social media censorship, referring to a decision by Twitter that temporarily blocked users from sharing a story about Hunter Biden's laptop.
Vance had danced around conceding that Trump lost in recent weeks -- not answering when Democratic vice-presidential nominee Tim Walz pressed him on it during their debate, when he was asked five times during an interview with the New York Times, and when asked about it multiple times on the campaign trail. As a Senate candidate in 2022, Vance questioned the results of the presidential election, citing concerns he had about Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg's donations to an election organization.
The Harris campaign was quick to highlight Vance's answer Wednesday.
"There we have it -- JD Vance finally admitted he denies the 2020 election results," Harris campaign spokesman Matt Corridoni said in a statement. "As Governor Walz said on the debate stage weeks ago, Donald Trump selected Vance for this exact reason -- he knows Vance will be a loyal soldier in Trump's pursuit for absolute, unchecked, limitless power."
The Trump-Vance campaign declined to comment on Vance's remarks Wednesday.
The issue of the 2020 election outcome has loomed over Vance since the Oct. 1 debate, when Walz said Vance delivered a "damning non-answer." Harris has increasingly used the issue to rally Republicans against Trump, including during a campaign event Wednesday in Pennsylvania where she was flanked by her crossover supporters.
Trump's reelection loss has been upheld through dozens of lawsuits and investigations at multiple levels of government. He remains under indictment across two jurisdictions -- in Georgia and at the federal level -- over his efforts to overturn his defeat, which culminated in the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol.
Vance had nonetheless held out on admitting Trump lost, repeating in recent days that he was "focused on the future" and accusing the media of being "obsessed" with the issue.
Vance also was asked Wednesday about Trump's recent claim that the National Guard or U.S. military may be deployed on American soil against those he labeled "the enemy from within" -- hours after Trump doubled down on his claim and named "the Pelosis" among those of concern.
Vance referred to the racial justice protests in 2020 and said there were "various far-left activists who are talking about civil unrest in this country if Donald Trump were to be elected president again."
Harris brought up Trump's recent claim about "the enemy from within" during her stop in Washington Crossing, Pa., warning that Trump "is increasingly unstable and unhinged, and he is seeking unchecked power."
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Trump tries softer tone but reprises false migrant claims at Univision town hall
The Republican nominee repeated some false, alarmist attacks against migrants during a town hall that will be televised on the Spanish-language network. 
By Sabrina Rodriguez | 2024-10-17

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump participates in an Univision town hall hosted by Enrique Acevedo in Doral, Fla., on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


DORAL, Fla. -- Donald Trump on Wednesday at times appeared to attempt a more measured tone on immigration, even as he reprised some false, alarmist attacks against migrants during a town hall that will be televised on the Spanish-language network Univision.
Trump has frequently warned of a migrant "invasion," and he has used dehumanizing language to describe undocumented immigrants, including calling them "animals." On Wednesday, he avoided those specific terms and voiced support for legal immigration in broad responses to some questions. But legal immigration rates fell when Trump was president, and he recently vowed to revoke temporary protected status for Haitians.
The appearance, coming less than three weeks before Election Day, showed the Republican presidential nominee in a different setting from the largely White rallies he often speaks at. This time, he was speaking to a broadcast audience that includes many Latino voters. The former president has over the years given conflicting views of his stances on major issues.
Trump faced questions from undecided Latino voters who asked him about a range of topics, including the cost of living, reproductive rights, climate change, his handling of the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol and his loss of support from some officials who served in his administration.
Jorge Velazquez, a 64-year-old farmer, asked about who would do farm work if Trump deports undocumented immigrants and how much would food cost then. Most mainstream economists say his plan to deport millions of undocumented immigrants would probably send prices surging. Trump did not directly respond to the question, instead making a broader point about immigration.
"We want workers, and we want them to come in, but they have to come in legally. They have to love our country. They have to love you, love our people," he said.
Trump responded to another question by mentioning that immigrants came to the United States during his administration, "but they were coming through a legal process. They were great people coming into our country."
Still, Trump repeated his false claims that the Biden administration has released "hundreds of thousands of people that are murderers, drug dealers and terrorists." On the campaign trail, Trump has distorted official Department of Homeland Security statistics on undocumented immigrants with homicide convictions, falsely claiming that the Biden administration "released" them when, in reality, the government numbers Trump is citing span decades and include people who are serving time in state and federal prisons.
At another point, Jose Saralegui, 67, an engineer and operations director, asked if Trump really believed his promotion of a false and racist trope that Haitian migrants are eating pets in Springfield, Ohio.
"This was just reported. I was just saying what was reported," Trump said. "I'm going to be there and we're going to take a look and I'll give you a full report when I do."
"I think you can't just destroy our country," he said as he elaborated on migrants, echoing his anti-immigrant rhetoric on the campaign trail.
Vice President Kamala Harris leads Trump among Hispanic voters, polls show. But her margins have concerned some Democrats. A recent New York Times-Siena poll found Harris leading Trump among Latino voters by 19 points, as she garnered 56 percent of Hispanic likely voters to Trump's 37 percent. In 2020, exit polls showed Biden winning this group by 33 points, with 65 percent of Latinos backing him compared with 32 percent who voted for Trump.
That same poll found that Trump's attacks on immigrants have not driven Latino voters to Harris. Roughly two-thirds of Hispanic respondents born in the United States said they do not feel Trump is referring to them when he speaks spoke about immigrants. More than half born in another country said the same thing.
Trump was not asked directly at Wednesday's town hall about his proposal to stage the largest deportation operation in U.S. history -- nor did he mention it in any of his responses.
The former president also referred to Jan. 6 -- the day in 2021 that his supporters stormed the Capitol in a riot that turned deadly -- as "a day of love" and said there was "nothing done wrong." He was responding to a question from Ramiro Gonzalez, a 56-year-old construction worker and self-described Republican, who said he was alarmed by what took place on Jan. 6, among other concerns with Trump, and wanted to give the former president the "opportunity to try to win back my vote."
In recent weeks, the former president has suggested that "bad genes" are to blame for people in the country illegally who have committed murders and disparaged undocumented immigrants as "savage criminals" and "animals." He has said they "poisoning the blood of our country" and his ads mentioning immigration frequently refer to migrants as "illegals."
Trump on Wednesday repeated his claim that migrants crossing the U.S.-Mexico border are taking jobs from the "African American population and the Hispanic population in particular" -- a characterization that many Americans have found offensive and economists have said is false.
The town hall, billed as "Noticias Univision Presents: Latinos Ask, Donald Trump Responds," was held at Univision Studios, roughly a mile away from Trump's golf resort here, where he fielded questions before several dozen Hispanic voters from different parts of the country. It will air Wednesday night.
Trump's participation in the town hall reflects a marked shift in his relationship with Univision, a network his campaign in 2020 referred to as "a leftist propaganda machine and a mouthpiece of the Democrat Party." Univision's approach to the former president has noticeably changed over the past year, as evidenced by an hour-long interview with him in 2023 that had a notably gracious tone and prompted swift backlash from Latino advocacy groups and Democrats.
On Tuesday night at a rally in Atlanta, Trump raised questions about Black and Latino voters backing Harris. The former president has repeatedly ridiculed and questioned the mental state of people in various demographic groups, including Jewish voters, if they aren't voting for him.
"Any African American or Hispanic ... that votes for Kamala, you got to have your head examined," Trump said Tuesday. "Because they are really screwing you."
The Harris campaign slammed Trump for his comments.
"If Donald Trump thinks insulting Black and Latino voters is the key to earning their respect and their votes, it's him who should have his head examined," Harris campaign spokesperson Sarafina Chitika said in a statement.
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Harris seeks to appeal to GOP with Pa. rally, Fox News interview
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Lenny Bronner, Luis Melgar, Diane Napolitano, Kati Perry, Jiselle Lee, Praveena Somasundaram, Paul Kane, Theodoric Meyer, Clara Ence Morse, John Hudson, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Missy Ryan, Amy Gardner, Aaron Blake, Meryl Kornfield, Dan Lamothe, Philip Bump, Nick Mourtoupalas, Maeve Reston, Sabrina Rodriguez, Glenn Kessler, Isaac Arnsdorf, Annie Gowen, Kara Voght, Pranshu Verma, Rekha Tenjarla, Bishop Sand, Jeff Stein, David J. Lynch, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Niha Masih, Liz Goodwin, Marianne LeVine | 2024-10-17
Vice President Kamala Harris sought Wednesday to broaden her appeal to independents and conservatives, sitting for an interview on Fox News and appearing in suburban Bucks County, Pa., alongside Republicans backing her bid for president. Former president Donald Trump briefly adopted a more toned-down approach to immigration, telling undecided Latino voters at a town hall sponsored by Univision in Miami that he supports legal migration to the United States. "We want workers, and we want them to come in, but they have to come in legally. They have to love our country," he said. The comment was a departure from his anti-immigrant rhetoric at rallies, where he typically rails against undocumented immigrants largely without mentioning legal immigration.
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Ethel Kennedy's memorial attracts 3 presidents -- and tales of an older era
The tribute to the Kennedy matriarch brings together the pillars of a Democratic Party that is now sharply at odds with her son
By Matt Viser | 2024-10-17

From left, President Joe Biden, former president Barack Obama and former president Bill Clinton attend Wednesday's memorial service for Ethel Kennedy. (Ben Curtis/AP)


President Joe Biden, who has long idolized Robert F. Kennedy and who served for decades in the Senate with Edward M. Kennedy, on Wednesday delivered an emotional eulogy for Ethel Kennedy.
He dabbed his eyes several times. He apologized for his emotions. His voice grew faint as he recounted the ways in which Ethel Kennedy, Robert's widow, comforted him in times of grief, when he considered leaving public office and when his family was shattered.
"Like she did for the country, Ethel helped my family find a way forward with principle and purpose," Biden said. "To the Kennedy family, the Biden family is here for you, as you've always been for us. You changed the life of my boys, you really did."
Biden's remarks were the culmination of nearly three hours in Washington's Cathedral of St. Matthew the Apostle marking the life of Ethel Kennedy, who died last week at age 96. The memorial service brought together stars from decades of Democratic politics, with musical performances from Sting, Stevie Wonder and Kenny Chesney, as well as plenty of Washington intrigue.
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., Ethel Kennedy's son, whose independent run for president divided the family and whose endorsement of Donald Trump has infuriated many within it, was among those in attendance. But while many of Ethel Kennedy's children spoke during the service, RFK Jr. did not play any role.
Few figures could have attracted the political royalty that attended Wednesday's event, a reminder of the dominant, glamorous role played by the Kennedys in a Washington gone by. Former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) sat just a few seats away from Biden, but the two did not appear to interact. Pelosi has recently said they have not spoken in months, after she played a catalytic role in pressing Biden to end his bid for reelection.
Biden was seated beside two of his predecessors, Barack Obama and Bill Clinton. "Mr. President. Mr. President. Mr. President," Pelosi said from the stage, acknowledging the trio. "How perfect for Ethel to have three great presidents of the United States speak at her funeral."
When Biden spoke later, he looked into the audience and recognized Obama and Clinton by name, before lumping Pelosi in with "other distinguished guests."
The service focused on a matriarch who, speakers said, had a love of sailboats and a dining room table that could always fit one more, a lively spirit who poured her heart into both social causes and family charade games. Her children talked about "Mummy" leading them on ski trips, piling them into a convertible -- and bringing them to Senate hearings or to the Department of Justice to visit their father at work.
Robert F. Kennedy, younger brother of President John F. Kennedy, served as attorney general in the Kennedy administration from 1961 through 1963, when JFK was assassinated. He was then elected to the Senate from New York, mounting his own presidential run in 1968 until he, too, was assassinated on June 5 of that year.
Kennedy and Biden are the only two Catholic presidents in American history, and that, as well as a shared history of tragedy, has bound their families together. Biden lost his first wife and infant daughter in a car crash in 1972 shortly after being elected to the Senate, and his son Beau died in 2015 of brain cancer.

Ethel Kennedy in 1983 with writers Stephen B. Oates, left, and Jonathan Schell on the grounds of Hickory Hill, her family home in McLean, Va. (Larry Morris/The Washington Post)


At the memorial, Ethel's grandchildren talked about her roguish sense of humor and her regular advice to seek forgiveness rather than permission. She imparted, in the words of one of her grandchildren, "the value of both manners and mischief."
"She was a big dose in a small package," Obama said, calling her "a spitfire" who had an "irrepressible spirit." He recounted a touch football game in which she bit author George Plimpton in the ankle. He noted her menagerie of family pets that included dogs and cats as well as a hawk, an armadillo and a seal ("Not sure where they kept the seal," Obama added).
"Her life was marked by more tragedy and heartbreak than most of us could bear," Obama said. "And she would have been forgiven, I think, if at any point she had stepped away from public life or allowed bitterness to fester after all she and her family had been through. But that's not what Ethel did, because that's not who she was."
Clinton initially said he was not sure he could add anything that had not already been said, but then he found a way: "I thought your mother was the cat's meow," he told Ethel's children. "She would flirt with me in the most innocent ways."
Clinton also noted that his wife Hillary Clinton once held the same Senate seat as Robert Kennedy, and that Ethel provided him with advice on being a senatorial spouse. "The good Lord knows, if anybody ever deserved a quality escort to the pearly gates, it's you," Clinton said.
Martin Luther King III, son of another murdered hero of the 1960s, spoke about the bond of tragedy he shared with Ethel.
"I remember when Mrs. Kennedy came to our home with Senator Kennedy in 1968, after my father was assassinated. That was the first time I remember meeting Mrs. Kennedy," King said. "And just two months later, my mom went to the Kennedy home to express her condolences after the assassination of Senator Robert Kennedy."
Joe Kennedy III, a former congressman and one of Ethel's grandsons, recounted some of her life's lessons: "Triscuits should be fried. Bacon goes with everything. If you want to get to 96, you should eat deviled eggs, fried chicken and clam chowder for lunch every day."
He recalled that his grandmother ordered those at her table to keep their elbows off of it -- "always" -- but paid no mind to the three dogs beneath it.
Rory Kennedy, Ethel's daughter who was born after Robert Kennedy's death, spoke of the time she told her mother that she wanted to get arrested protesting apartheid as a teenager.
"Great," her mother responded. "I'll drive."
Many of the speakers remarked that while Ethel's early life was dedicated to assisting her husband's political career, she found her own purpose after his assassination. "My father has been gone for 55 years. Mom's work was not simply Daddy's reflected glory, but a light that shone from deep within her. She let that light shine," Kerry Kennedy said. "This legacy is hers."
Biden was the last speaker, and one of the more poignant. The president, now 81, is in the twilight of a long political career, and at times, recently, he has grown more reflective.
Like many Democrats of his era, Biden traces his interest in politics to JFK, and there is a notable echo between the first Irish Catholic to occupy the Oval Office (Kennedy, the youngest president) and the second (Biden, the oldest).
When Biden first ran for Senate in 1972, his mother hosted "coffees" that were modeled on a Kennedy family technique, even bringing in an old Kennedy hand, Matt Reese, who had helped organize the events for the Kennedy family.
When Biden's wife and daughter were killed in a car accident just weeks after his election, Ethel Kennedy was there, he said, offering him comfort. "She had no idea for a 29-year-old kid in that circumstance how much it meant," the president reflected.
"She got me through a time I didn't want to stick around. I wanted no part of being in the Congress and the Senate," Biden said, recalling that in his grief he asked the governor of Delaware to look for a replacement to serve in the Senate. "But Teddy and Ethel Kennedy would hear none of it."
Biden and Edward Kennedy worked for many decades together in the Senate, serving together on the Judiciary Committee, until Kennedy died of brain cancer in August 2009, just after Biden became vice president.
Shortly after he was elected president in 2020, Biden said, he got a handwritten letter from Ethel -- "She had written that she took great comfort in knowing the country was in good hands," he said -- and not long after that, a Valentine's Day card. It featured a picture of her and Biden, surrounded by flowers, with text that read, "I'm not Biden my time waiting for you, Valentine."
Biden noted that during his time in the Oval Office he has displayed busts of Robert F. Kennedy and the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., who he called his two political idols. Toward the end of his remarks, Biden recounted how his son Beau died of glioblastoma, the same cancer that killed Ted Kennedy.
"Your mom was there then, too," he said to Ethel's children, his voice shaking. He paused for six seconds to gather himself. "I apologize," he said finally. After recounting some of the lyrics to a favorite hymn "On Eagle's Wings," he concluded by saying, "May God bless Ethel Kennedy."
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Israel complicates election's final stretch, an issue Democrats hoped would fade
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's escalating assaults in Gaza and Lebanon have become a growing liability for Kamala Harris as Election Day nears.
By John Hudson, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Missy Ryan | 2024-10-17

Vice President Kamala Harris and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu appear before a meeting in Washington in July. (Julia Nikhinson/AP)


President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris hoped the ongoing violence in the Middle East might simmer below the surface in the final weeks of the presidential race, but fresh Israeli military offensives are making that virtually impossible, U.S. officials and campaign aides say.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has set the Gaza Strip ablaze with a renewed bombing campaign and launched a ground invasion into Lebanon alongside aerial strikes in Beirut aimed at annihilating the militant group Hezbollah. He is expected to order an imminent attack on Iran's military facilities in response to its missile strike on Israel this month.
The rapid escalation has tied the Biden administration in knots, resulting in the United States first calling for an immediate cease-fire in Lebanon only to reverse that policy nine days later and openly endorse Israel's ground offensive.
The whiplash has caused confusion and consternation among Washington's European and Arab allies who are pushing for the United States to restrain its closest ally in the Middle East. But administration officials remain loath to pick a public fight at such a tenuous moment politically.
"They clearly want to avoid any public confrontation with Netanyahu over Lebanon or Gaza that could result in blowback from Israel's supporters before the election," said Frank Lowenstein, a Biden ally and former Middle East negotiator in the Obama administration.
"At the same time, they are sensitive to losing critical Arab American votes in key swing states if their rhetoric leans too far in Israel's direction," he added.
The administration has issued statements in response to recent incidents that have drawn international backlash, including Israel's attacks on U.N. peacekeepers in Lebanon; its deadly bombing of Gaza's al-Aqsa hospital, which engulfed nearby tent camps in flames; and a U.N. report indicating no food has entered northern Gaza in nearly two weeks. Yet those remarks have been carefully calibrated to avoid portraying a sharp break with Netanyahu.
The latest opportunity to do so came Tuesday, when Israeli media published the contents of a confidential letter from Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin urging Israel to allow more humanitarian aid into Gaza or face potential restrictions on U.S. military assistance. Within hours of the letter's disclosure, spokespeople for the White House and State Department clarified that it "was not meant to be taken as a threat" and that no action would be taken in the next 30 days -- pushing any potential punitive action until after the election. They declined to say if weapons restrictions were even on the table.
This account of the Biden administration's handling of ballooning violence in the Middle East during the election's final weeks is based on interviews with more than two dozen officials from the United States, Europe and the Middle East as well as Harris's campaign. The dynamic they conveyed is of an improvisational White House that has followed Israel's lead into a widening regional war while only marginally influencing Netanyahu's actions. Some spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss their observations.
The war's spread has alarmed the Harris campaign, which sees the images of dead civilians as complicating her path to victory in key swing states with sizable Arab American and Muslim populations.
"It's a huge concern. It comes down to people saying, 'I can't support anyone who supports a genocide,'" a person who advises the campaign said.
Israel denies that its military operations in Gaza constitute genocide.
The Biden administration contends that critics underestimate the impact it has had in reducing the scale of Israel's invasion into Lebanon, increasing the flow of humanitarian aid into Gaza and preventing a full-scale war with Iran. Officials say they are constantly working to dissuade Netanyahu from bombing Beirut and scale back his planned counterattack on Iran, which some fear could include strikes on nuclear or oil facilities, a prospect that could upend the global economy.
"Look at our track record of intervening to get humanitarian assistance in," State Department spokesman Matthew Miller told reporters Tuesday. "When we have seen the results not measure up to the standards that we expect, we have intervened with them."
But according to the administration's own assessment, the amount of aid delivered to Gaza has dropped by more than 50 percent since the spring. In Lebanon on Wednesday, Israeli airstrikes resumed near Beirut's southern suburb, hitting what the Israeli military called an underground weapon storage facility used by Hezbollah. Other Israeli strikes in southern Lebanon hit government buildings in Nabatieh, killing at least six people, including the mayor.

Thick smoke is seen over Dahieh, a southern suburb of Beirut, after an Israeli airstrike Wednesday. (Str/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Israeli officials say they will not kowtow to the United States about targets in Lebanon, where more than 1,700 people have been killed and 1.2 million displaced since fighting intensified in mid-September. "We will continue to hit Hezbollah mercilessly in all parts of Lebanon -- also in Beirut," Netanyahu said.
No final decision has been made about targets to strike in Iran, Israeli officials say, but an attack is expected in the coming days.
In Gaza, most U.S. officials concede the two sides will not reach a cease-fire-hostage deal by the end of the year. That process was bogged down amid demands from Hamas about prisoner exchanges and Israel on keeping its troops along the Gaza-Egypt border.
The dilemma has caused current and former officials to reflect on how Washington could have avoided the quagmire.
Andrew Miller, who recently stepped down as the State Department's top official for Israeli-Palestinian issues, said the United States was too quick to accept Israel's expanding operations without understanding their scope.
"What we did had the effect of endorsing Israel's military campaign before understanding whether Israel had a viable exit strategy," he said in an interview. "I don't think there's anyone in the administration who could say with a straight face Israel had a clearly defined end-state."
Inside the Harris campaign, concerns are particularly acute in Michigan, home to one of the nation's largest Arab American and Muslim populations, with about 300,000 people who claim ancestry from North Africa or the Middle East.
Polls show Harris and her Republican opponent, former president Donald Trump, effectively tied there and in other battleground states that will decide the election. Harris's clearest path to victory is in the "Blue Wall" states of Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, and she has few paths to the presidency without winning the Wolverine State, where she is holding five events in three days this week.
When Harris first entered the race, her advisers hoped the fact that she had distinguished herself from Biden by speaking more forcefully about Palestinian suffering would help win over a sizable segment of Arab American and Muslim voters who are angry over the administration's support of Israel.
But winning their support has become more difficult as Israel's military campaign has intensified with U.S. backing.
Israeli officials say the assaults are needed to prevent another Oct. 7, the day in 2023 that Hamas-led fighters killed 1,200 people in Israel and took more than 250 hostage. The American political calendar is not a factor in the sequencing of the war, an Israeli official told The Washington Post. "The timing of strikes is solely determined by operational considerations, nothing else," the official said.
Despite a year's worth of failed efforts to end hostilities in Lebanon and Gaza, U.S. officials saw their last best opportunity during the U.N. General Assembly in New York late last month.
Biden's envoy, Amos Hochstein, had been holding calls with Lebanese negotiators in Beirut into the early hours of the morning on Sept. 26 as he consulted with Israeli officials in New York on the language of a cease-fire statement.
Eventually, U.S. and French officials received enough positive signals from Israeli and Lebanese counterparts to release a joint U.S.-French statement calling for a 21-day cessation of hostilities. U.S. officials touted the statement to reporters as a "breakthrough." The optimists in Biden's inner circle thought a cease-fire in Lebanon could open a backdoor to one in Gaza, ending hostilities just before the election.
Diplomats discussed the details of a possible U.N. Security Council resolution, including semantics like whether to use the word "cease-fire" or "truce," a Western diplomat said.
Meanwhile, Netanyahu instructed his armed forces to "continue fighting at full force" in remarks that embarrassed U.S. officials who leaned on the prime minister's top aide, Ron Dermer, to issue a statement in support of the cease-fire discussions.
French and Lebanese officials believed the various sides were close to entering a truce while U.S. officials said they were still days away from implementing an agreement due to discrepancies, including rules for Hezbollah and Israeli troops movements.
Then on Sept. 27, a fleet of Israeli F-15s dropped dozens of bombs on a building in the southern suburbs of Beirut, killing Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah and his top aides. The attack eliminated one of Israel's most ruthless foes, a dominant political and military figure in Lebanon for decades. It also killed any chance for the U.S.-France cease-fire proposal.
"It all went up into thin air," the Western diplomat said.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Sept. 27 in New York. (Stephanie Keith/Getty Images)


Israeli officials said that Netanyahu was never interested in a cease-fire and that a miscommunication occurred between the White House and the prime minister's office. U.S. officials say the prime minister changed his mind, either as a result of pressure from his right-wing cabinet or upon receiving actionable intelligence about Nasrallah's whereabouts.
Sensing an opportunity to build on the decapitation of Hezbollah's leadership, Netanyahu authorized a ground invasion of Lebanon on Oct. 1 to destroy the infrastructure the group used to fire rockets into Israel.
In a televised address, Netanyahu said the people of Lebanon could oust Hezbollah or suffer the fate of Gaza, where more than 42,000 Palestinians have been killed, according to local health authorities. "You have an opportunity to save Lebanon before it falls into the abyss," Netanyahu said.
Privately, administration officials were outraged and said Netanyahu's threats risked uniting Lebanon's fractured society against the invasion. "He's an unbelievably flawed messenger," a senior U.S. official said.
But Biden and his top advisers agreed with Netanyahu's premise that the weakening of Hezbollah could be exploited to reshape Lebanon's politics and appoint a new president. A limited incursion was backed by Blinken, Hochstein, Austin, Middle East coordinator Brett McGurk and White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan, said officials familiar with the matter.
But like with other Israeli promises, the mission expanded, including major bombardments of towns and villages involving civilian casualties that U.S. officials say they strongly oppose.
Analysts are skeptical that the lofty goals of the United States and Israel in Lebanon are achievable before Biden leaves office.
"I don't think there's enough time left to accomplish that," said Andrew Miller, the former State Department official. "At the most, you could potentially see the appointment of a new president, but even that's going to be extraordinarily difficult."
El Chamaa reported from Beirut. Kareem Fahim in Beirut and Dan Lamothe contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2024/10/16/kamala-harris-israel-gaza-lebanon/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Democrats maintain massive money edge in key congressional races
 Democrats have seized control of the fundraising game in the battle for the House and the Senate, leaving Republicans at a disadvantage.
By Paul Kane, Theodoric Meyer, Clara Ence Morse | 2024-10-17

The latest fundraising filings show Democrats maintaining a financial edge in the races to determine control of both chambers of Congress. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Powered by small-dollar donors, Democrats have seized control of the fundraising game in the battle for the House and the Senate, leaving Republicans at a disadvantage -- and increasingly reliant on a small clutch of mega-rich donors.
In 25 of the 26 most competitive House races, the Democratic candidate raised more than the Republican in the third quarter, including 16 races in which the Democrat raised at least double their GOP candidate, according to a Washington Post analysis of reports filed Tuesday to the Federal Election Commission.
In the Senate, Republican candidates trailed their opponent in all 11 of the most competitive races. In eight of those, the Democratic campaign more that doubled the financial haul of the GOP campaign, including three that tripled their margin.
This translated into a massive spending advantage in which Democratic House candidates in those 26 battlegrounds spent almost $92 million from July through September -- more than double what their Republican counterparts spent.
In the key Senate races, Republicans got outspent by more than 150 percent by their 10 Democratic and one independent opponents. And Democratic candidates for both chambers still maintained a slight cash-on-hand advantage at the end of September.
Despite this advantage, the battle for control of Congress remains at a razor's edge in both chambers.
A shift of four seats in the House would hand Democrats the majority, but toss-up races, as defined by the Cook Political Report With Amy Walter, almost split evenly at this point: 14 are currently held by Republicans, 12 by Democrats.
With Senate Democrats conceding the seat of retiring Sen. Joe Manchin III (I-W.Va.) to Republicans, the GOP needs a net gain of just one additional seat to assure they will reclaim the majority for the first time in four years. Of those 11 key races, the Democratic caucus holds eight, including seats in conservative-friendly Montana and Ohio.
Any number of factors could tip the balance in either direction, including whether Vice President Kamala Harris or Republican nominee Donald Trump break away to a clear win at the top of the ticket. If the Senate ends up tied 50-50, the presidential contest will decide the majority as the new vice president serves as the tiebreaker.
Democrats have learned that massive fundraising does not guarantee victory. In 2020, three of their Senate candidates set fundraising records in Kentucky, Maine and South Carolina, about $300 million combined, and all three lost by big margins.
But GOP leaders have been concerned about their cash problems for several years. Rep. Richard Hudson (N.C.), chair of the National Republican Congressional Committee, has issued public and private warnings about the cash disadvantage for GOP candidates.
In a recent interview, Hudson said Republicans are performing better financially now than in 2022, when those campaign cash deficits led to key defeats that only left their party with a narrow majority that empowered a small hard-right faction to clash with leadership.
Democrats, meanwhile, remain cautiously optimistic about their fundraising advantage. Their candidates "have the resources to talk to voters and hold Republicans accountable for their positions," Rep. Suzan DelBene (Wash.), chair of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, said in a recent interview.
To make up for this disparity, Republicans have relied on mega-rich donors who write seven- and eight-figure checks to the Congressional Leadership Fund, the House GOP super PAC, and the Senate Leadership Fund, the Senate GOP super PAC.
Early Wednesday, the CLF announced it had dropped $12 million into TV and digital advertising to defend at least 10 House Republican incumbents who are facing the most difficult races this fall.
On Tuesday, the SLF reported raising $115.7 million for the third quarter, including $30 million combined from a pair of billionaire hedge fund managers, Ken Griffin and Paul Singer. Miriam Adelson, the owner of the Las Vegas Sands casino conglomerate, has donated $15 million to the SLF.
The super PAC had $112.3 million on hand at the start of the month, as it expanded its advertising beyond its initial targets of Sens. Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio) and Jon Tester (D-Mont.) into campaigns against Democratic senators in Michigan, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania.
Democratic super PACs have never had the same success with those types of donations. The top contributors to the Senate Majority PAC, closely aligned with Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.), have given $6 million and $5 million. Those donations were from Chicago entrepreneur Fred Eychaner and Michelle Chan, the sister-in-law of Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg, respectively.
The SMP has remained competitive with its Republican counterpart, raising $119.1 million in the third quarter and beginning the final five-week push to Election Day with $108.9 million on hand.
Veteran strategists in both parties know, however, that every political dollar is not worth the same amount.
Federal law requires TV stations to offer individual campaigns the cheapest advertising rates and the best time slots for airing those ads, while national party committees and outside super PACs pay about twice as much and do not get the prime opportunities.
As a result, super PACs can appear to even the financial battle, but in reality the candidates can get more ads from their dollars than those outside groups.
In Michigan, for example, Republicans have spent or reserved more than $94 million to benefit their candidate, Mike Rogers, to about $87 million for the Democratic nominee, Rep. Elissa Slotkin, according to data from AdImpact, a political research firm.
But Rogers has very little money of his own and has not been able to air any ads totally funded by his campaign, while Slotkin has reserved more than $26 million in advertising from her coffers.
The two candidates have each run about the same in so-called hybrid ads with their national party committees that get lower rates but have requirements that campaign operatives consider awkward in messaging.
Rogers is almost entirely reliant on roughly $75 million in outside spending from conservative groups, but Slotkin's side is expected to run more ads.
After the underwhelming Republican performance two years ago, GOP operatives circulated a report from Smart Media Group, a political campaign firm that studied the six most competitive Senate races and 15 most competitive House races.
In those six Senate races, Democratic campaigns had a $194 million edge over their opponents and aired 154 different messages appealing to voters. For every dollar spent by Republicans on air, 75 cents came from outside super PACs.
In the 15 House races, Democratic campaigns spent $24 million and had 35 more messages in those ads than their Republican counterparts.
Marianna Sotomayor contributed to this report.
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Harris clashes with host in contentious interview on Fox
Kamala Harris took a calculated gamble by appearing on the conservative-leaning network in an effort to expand her audience.
By Maeve Reston | 2024-10-17

Vice President Kamala Harris waves before a rally in Washington Crossing, Pa., where she appeared with Republicans who are supporting her presidential campaign. (Michelle Gustafson for The Washington Post)


WASHINGTON CROSSING, Pa. -- Vice President Kamala Harris, under pressure to broaden her appeal to Republicans and conservatives with Election Day fast approaching, sat for a contentious  interview with Fox News where she said more bluntly than before that her presidency would not be a continuation of Joe Biden's.
The interview with Fox chief political anchor Bret Baier, which also featured a testy back-and-forth on immigration, represented a calculated gamble for Harris, given Fox's role as a conservative-leaning network that is one of the top news sources for Republicans. It offered her a chance to refashion a recent comment on ABC's "The View" that she could not think of anything she would do differently from Biden, a remark that even many Democrats strategists viewed as a misstep.
"Let me be very clear -- my presidency will not be a continuation of Joe Biden's presidency, and like every new president that comes in to office, I will bring my life experiences, my professional experiences, and fresh and new ideas," Harris said. "I represent a new generation of leadership."
From the first few minutes of the interview, Baier sought to put Harris on the defensive with aggressive questions about the Biden administration's record on immigration, a top issue for many Republican voters. Baier repeatedly asked if she would apologize to the families of women who were killed by undocumented immigrants after the Biden administration eased President Donald Trump's hard-line immigration policies. Baier played a clip of one of the mothers blaming the Biden administration for her daughter's death.

Vice President Kamala Harris sat down with Fox News for an interview on Oct. 16. Here's what she said.


Harris called the crimes "tragic cases" and said she could not imagine the pain those families felt "for a loss that shouldn't have occurred." But she sought to shift the focus to Trump's move to torpedo a tough bipartisan border security bill that would have funded 1,500 additional agents and allowed the president to essentially shut down the border if illegal crossings reached a certain point.
Had Trump allowed that bill to pass nine months ago, Harris said, "It would be nine months that we would have had more border agents at the border, more support for the folks who are working around-the-clock trying to hold it all together to ensure that no future harm would occur."
Harris said she does not support decriminalizing unauthorized border crossings in the United States: "I do not believe in decriminalizing border crossings. I've not done that as vice president. I will not do that as president."
And asked about the criticism that she has received from the Border Patrol officers union, which is supporting Trump, Harris said she understood their concerns about the current state of the immigration system.
"They're frustrated, and I get it," the vice president said. "They want support, and that's what that border security bill would have done."
The interview represented an extraordinary moment in an already turbulent campaign, as a Democratic nominee who has been criticized for avoiding unscripted moments sat down with a network that has made its name with sometimes-fiery hosts who often attack Democrats and embrace conservative causes.
Harris is not the first Democrat to try to flip the script by agreeing to an interview with Fox in hopes of reaching voters who might otherwise be unlikely to hear their perspective. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg has repeatedly sparred with the network's hosts, earning him plaudits from fellow Democrats. And Harris's running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, has appeared on "Fox News Sunday" two weekends in a row.
The Harris campaign believes the vice president has an opportunity to win over at least some Republicans and GOP-leaning independents who are alarmed by Trump's rejection of the 2020 election results, his threats to unleash government powers against his political opponents, and his unusual behavior in some of his recent appearances.
Earlier on Wednesday, Harris appeared with more than 100 Republicans who have endorsed her campaign at an event in Bucks County, Pa., where she argued that Trump is not worthy of the support of Republicans who care about democracy. Noting that the former president at one point suggested terminating the Constitution as he falsely insisted he was the winner of the 2020 election, Harris argued that a person who makes that threat should never stand behind the presidential seal.
"If you share that view, no matter your party, no matter who you voted for last time, there is a place for you in this campaign," Harris said. "The coalition we have built has room for everyone who is ready to turn the page on the chaos and instability of Donald Trump. And I pledge to you to be a president for all Americans."
At the afternoon rally, Harris repeated new lines that she has tried out this week that Trump is "increasingly unstable" and "seeking unchecked power." Harris argued that the hallmarks of her leadership as president would be an effort to build consensus among people of different political persuasions and a focus on making Americans' lives better. Trump, she said, "will sit in the Oval Office plotting retribution, stewing in his own grievances, and think only about himself and not you."
She was joined onstage at the "Country Over Party" event by an array of Republican leaders including former New Jersey governor Christine Todd Whitman, former Georgia lieutenant governor Geoff Duncan and former members of Congress such as Barbara Comstock of Virginia, James C. Greenwood of Pennsylvania, Mickey Edwards of Oklahoma, Adam Kinzinger of Illinois, Denver Riggleman of Virginia, Christopher Shays of Connecticut and Dave Trott of Michigan.
Looking at the Republicans with her onstage and in the audience, she laughed and noted that in any normal election, it would be strange for them to be with her at a campaign event, "but not in this election."
Over the past few months, the Harris campaign has been reaching out to voters who supported former Republican presidential candidate Nikki Haley. In an effort to signal that Harris merits Republicans' votes, her aides have also highlighted her support from prominent Republicans including former congresswoman Liz Cheney of Wyoming, who urged Americans during a recent appearance with Harris to reject the "depraved cruelty" of Trump.
Kinzinger, who like Cheney was a member of the House committee that investigated the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol, spoke before Harris at the Bucks County event Wednesday.
He called Trump a "whiny, weak, small, tiny man who is scared to death."
Trump, as the GOP presidential nominee, is expected to win Republican voters by large margins in every state. But if Harris can improve her standing among these voters even slightly in hard-fought battlegrounds such as Pennsylvania, it could make the difference between winning and losing, according to analysts on both sides.
In the Fox interview, Baier pressed Harris on when she first noticed that Biden's "mental faculties appeared diminished" and why she had said he was capable of continuing to do the job of president before he dropped out of the race.
She did not directly answer the question. "I have watched in from the Oval Office to the Situation Room, and he has the judgment and the experience to do exactly what he has done in making very important decisions on behalf of the American people," Harris replied. "Joe Biden is not on the ballot, and Donald Trump is."
Harris sidestepped questions about a position that she took earlier in her career supporting the use of taxpayer dollars for gender-affirming surgeries for prison inmates. Trump has prominently featured those remarks in some of his ads, which Harris described as a scare tactic.
"I will follow the law, and it's a law that Donald Trump actually followed," Harris said when asked whether she still supports using public funds for those surgeries. "Under Donald Trump's administration, these surgeries were available on a medical-necessity basis to people in the federal prison system. And I think, frankly, that ad from the Trump campaign is a little bit of like throwing, you know, stones when you're living in a glass house."
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Former president Jimmy Carter casts early ballot in Georgia
Carter, who turned 100 on Oct. 1, had expressed a desire to live long enough to vote for Kamala Harris, according to his family.
By Amy B Wang | 2024-10-16

Former president Jimmy Carter, along with family members, arrives for the funeral of former first lady Rosalynn Carter last year. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Former president Jimmy Carter, who had said he wanted to live long enough to vote in this year's presidential election, cast an early ballot Wednesday in his home state of Georgia, according to the Carter Center.
Carter, who turned 100 on Oct. 1, has been in hospice care for more than a year and a half, and had reportedly slipped into poorer health after the loss of his wife, Rosalynn, last November.
But family members said last month that Carter was talking more, buoyed by the newly launched campaign of Vice President Kamala Harris, and that he expressed a desire to live long enough to vote for her.
"He said he didn't care about [turning 100]. It's just a birthday. He said he cared about voting for Kamala Harris," son James Earl "Chip" Carter III said in an interview with The Washington Post last month.
"He does not believe Donald Trump should be president again," Chip Carter added.
Early voting in Georgia began Tuesday. In 2020, Joe Biden narrowly won the state, flipping it for the Democrats for the first time since 1992.
A Carter Center spokesman declined to say who Jimmy Carter voted for, citing a secret ballot, but pointed to his family's  past statements.
Carter, who served one term in the White House from 1977 to 1981, became the first former U.S. president to live to 100. His hometown of Plains, Ga., threw elaborate festivities to mark the occasion this month, but Carter did not attend.
Mary Jordan and Kevin Sullivan contributed to this report.
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Richard V. Secord, general embroiled in Iran-contra affair, dies at 92
He long said his actions were defensible and saw himself as a victim of perfidy in Washington.
By Bill Hewitt | 2024-10-16

Former Maj. Gen. Richard Secord turns from photographers on Capitol Hill as he prepares to appear before Iran-contra committee hearings, on May 5, 1987. (John Duricka/AP)


Retired Air Force Maj. Gen. Richard V. Secord, a veteran of America's clandestine operations who served as the point man for the transactions in the Iran-contra affair, the arms-for-hostages scandal that metastasized into the most serious crisis of the Reagan administration, died Oct. 15 at a nursing home in Port Orange, Fla. He was 92.
A grandson, John Secord Jr., confirmed the death but did not provide an immediate cause.
For his role in the scandal, Gen. Secord pleaded guilty to one felony count of lying to Congress and was sentenced to probation. He maintained that he had been made a fall guy for an operation approved at the highest levels of government. "I feel I was betrayed," he told Playboy magazine in a 1987 interview. "We were acting in good faith every step of the way."
Gen. Secord was drawn into the scheme in the summer of 1984. By then retired from the military and working as a private arms dealer, he received an overture from Marine Lt. Col. Oliver L. North, then a National Security Council aide.
The Reagan administration was pursuing dual policy objectives. In the Middle East, the White House wanted to use back-channel arms sales to the Islamic regime in Iran to help win the release of Americans held captive in Lebanon.
At the same time, in Nicaragua there was an effort underway to prop up the contra rebels fighting the Marxist Sandinista government, ultimately by using funds generated from the Iran deals. The operation was carried out secretly because in October 1984, Congress had cut off all military aid to the contras.
In Gen. Secord, a pugnacious West Point graduate with boundless self-assurance, North and national security adviser Vice Adm. John M. Poindexter had found perhaps the ideal candidate to handle the byzantine logistics of their plan, which became known simply as the "Enterprise."
Gen. Secord, whose 28-year Air Force career had been as colorful as it was distinguished, was experienced in covert operations. As a young officer in Indochina in the early 1960s, he flew more than 200 secret combat missions against the Viet Cong, then helped the CIA supply Laotian tribesmen fighting the local communist forces.
He had later been stationed for several years as an American military liaison to the shah of Iran, specializing in weapons procurement. During his tour he arranged for $17 billion worth of arms deals for the shah, who nevertheless was soon toppled from power.
Once considered a possible Air Force chief of staff, he had risen to become a deputy assistant secretary of defense but left the military under a cloud in 1983. He said he had "been tarred" by his relationship with Edwin P. Wilson, a renegade former CIA operative whom he knew socially from the old-boy spy world, and who was convicted of selling explosives to Libyan dictator Moammar Gaddafi. Gen. Secord was never charged with any wrongdoing.

Gen. Secord is sworn in by the panel holding the joint Iran-contra hearings as he appeared for the first time to begin his testimony, on May 5, 1987. (Lana Harris/AP)


In his memoir "Honored and Betrayed" (1992), written with Jay Wurts, Gen. Secord maintained that he agreed to participate in the Iran-contra operation out of what he saw as his patriotic duty -- though later disclosures would suggest financial motives played no small role.
"He wanted to come across as a white knight," said Malcolm Byrne, author of "Iran-contra: Reagan's Scandal and the Unchecked Abuse of Presidential Power." "But the reality was he had a mixed bag of motives."
Gen. Secord and his business partner, Albert Hakim, an Iranian-born American arms dealer, set about creating a labyrinth of shell accounts in Swiss banks. The aim, as established by North, was to build a free-standing unit for clandestine activities that could not be traced to the U.S. government, in spy parlance a "cutout" operation.
An admiring North later wrote, "Why Dick can do something in 5 min. that the CIA cannot do in two days is beyond me -- but he does."
In early 1985, with funds mostly from Saudi Arabia, the Enterprise partners began buying weaponry on the worldwide gray market and reselling the equipment to the contras.
From the outset, Gen. Secord and Hakim made it clear that they weren't running an international charity ward. One contra leader later complained that the arms sold to the rebels had been marked up by as much as 60 percent.
In early 1985, North enlisted Gen. Secord and his partner to begin dealing weaponry, which was to consist of antitank and antiaircraft missiles, to the Iranian government, with the profits earmarked for diversion to the contras.
Money from the Iran and contra initiatives circulated with scanty accounting in what amounted to an enormous slush fund. According to later government investigators, more than $47 million passed through the Enterprise.
"The whole thing was back-of-the-envelope and off-the-books," said Byrne, deputy director of the Washington-based National Security Archive anti-secrecy group. "The priority was get the job done."
In early 1986, at North's direction, Gen. Secord drew on his network of clandestine contacts to begin setting up a more elaborate system for resupplying the contras.
The various operations had been carried out under a blanket of secrecy that was unexpectedly lifted in early October 1986, when the Sandinistas shot down a supply plane bound for the contras. The wreckage yielded a telephone log listing calls from a contra safe house to Gen. Secord's home and office in Virginia.
The following month, the entire operation came unraveled when a Lebanese weekly printed details of the arms-for-hostages deal with Iran. In short order, President Ronald Reagan fired North, an independent counsel, Lawrence E. Walsh, was appointed, and Congress launched a raft of investigations.
When a joint congressional panel began hearings on the Iran-contra affair in May 1987, Gen. Secord was called as the first witness.

Gen. Secord testifies before a Congressional committee holding hearings on the Iran-contra affair on May 6, 1987. (Lana Harris/AP)


In contrast with several other key witnesses, including North, Poindexter and Hakim, he testified without immunity. In his four days before the panel, he indignantly insisted that he was not a profiteer. In a subsequent interview with the New York Times, he dismissed concerns about the Enterprise's financial dealings as "pipsqueak stuff."
But in the weeks that followed, other evidence and witnesses portrayed Gen. Secord as a man not unduly burdened by questions of propriety. Hakim, for instance, testified that Gen. Secord had used funds from the Enterprise to buy a $32,000 Porsche and a private plane.
Nevertheless, Gen. Secord emerged from the proceedings with fans. Rep. Henry J. Hyde (R-Ill.) praised him and North as "the kind of guys the country turns to when it's in real trouble and it has a dirty job to do."
In April 1989, Gen. Secord was indicted by a federal grand jury on nine felony counts of lying to Congress about his knowledge of the financial dealings of the secret network.
The heart of the prosecution's case was that the proceeds of the Enterprise rightfully belonged to the U.S. government.
Investigators found that Gen. Secord realized more than $2 million from his Iran-contra dealings in 1985 and 1986 and that he took precautions to conceal the payments to avoid paying taxes. It also turned out that only about $4 million of the proceeds from the Iran arms deals actually found their way to the contras.
In November 1989, five days before he was due to stand trial, Gen. Secord agreed to plead guilty to one charge of lying to Congress. He admitted that, when asked whether North had benefited financially from the Enterprise, he did not disclose paying for an expensive security system for North's home, an alleged bribe to ensure that business kept coming Gen. Secord's way.
Gen. Secord was later sentenced to a $50 fine and probation, with the judge ruling that he had suffered enough.
The son of a truck driver, Richard Vernon Secord was born July 6, 1932, in the farming town of LaRue, Ohio. In 1955, he graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point and received a commission in the Air Force. He ascended swiftly through the ranks, receiving his first general's star at 43.
In the aftermath of Iran-contra, Gen. Secord returned to private business, serving for a time as a top executive at Computerized Thermal Imaging, a computer imaging firm, and as president of the Air Commando Association.
In 1961, he married Jo Ann Gibson. She died in January. Survivors include three children, Julia, Laura and John; eight grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren.
To the end, Gen. Secord saw himself as a victim of perfidy in Washington, and he defended the Iran and contra initiatives as necessary steps in advancing the nation's interest. As he noted at one point in his memoir, "In this we did not seem to me to act like impulsive cowboys, but rather like people who finally woke up and smelled the coffee."

Gen. Secord with his attorney, Thomas Green, on May 7, 1987. (Lana Harris/AP)
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Georgia judge blocks array of rules approved by pro-Trump election board
The ruling prevents implementation of a series of decisions that critics had said threatened to cause chaos in the battleground state this election season.
By Amy Gardner | 2024-10-17

A sign outside an Atlanta polling location Wednesday as Georgians turned out a day after the battleground state opened early voting. (Megan Varner/Reuters)


A Georgia judge on Wednesday blocked a series of rules approved this year by a pro-Trump majority of the state's election board, admonishing the board in stinging language that the rules are "ILLEGAL, UNCONSTITUTIONAL AND VOID."
The judge struck down more than a half-dozen new rules, including one that allowed county election officials to launch investigations of irregularities, which critics feared would delay certification.
Democrats and voting rights groups had sued to block the board's decisions, arguing that they were being imposed too close to the election and would be impossible to implement without causing disruptions in the election process. The decision came on the second day of early voting in Georgia, with day one setting records for turnout.
Fulton County Superior Court Judge Thomas A. Cox Jr. also voided a rule that would have mandated the hand-counting of ballots, a decision that mirrored one by a different Fulton County judge, Robert McBurney, on Tuesday.
On Monday, McBurney had ruled that county election boards do not have discretion to withhold certification of results. All of the rulings apply statewide.
Members of the board's majority have defended the rules, saying they were intended to make state elections more secure and transparent. The flurry of rulemaking, which occurred in recent weeks and months, was the work of a new right-wing majority that took control of the board in May with an avowed mission of preventing fraud and other irregularities from tainting the presidential result this year.
The three board members -- Janice Johnston, Janelle King and Rick Jeffares -- did not immediately respond to requests for comment. Former president Donald Trump had lauded the three by name at a rally in Georgia this summer, calling them "pit bulls fighting for honesty, transparency and victory."
Critics said the board had effectively legislated new law, something that existing statute does not empower it to do. The judge agreed.
"We won," said Scot Turner, who leads Eternal Vigilance Action, the nonpartisan issue-advocacy organization that brought the suit. "This is a victory for the Constitution and the principle of separation of powers. Every conservative should see this as a win and significant pushback on an unelected board making law."
Other rules voided by Cox would have imposed new identification standards on people dropping off absentee ballots for loved ones and increased reporting standards for counties about their absentee ballot receipts. The judge also negated a potentially burdensome requirement to provide to any county board members "all election related documentation created during the conduct of elections" if they have questions about the accuracy or integrity of the result.
The new rules "are contrary to the laws of the State of Georgia, the Constitution of the State of Georgia, and the Constitution of the United States," Cox wrote in his order, and the State Election Board "had no authority to implement" them.
The ruling is a victory for voting-rights advocates as well as Democratic groups, including the campaign of Vice President Kamala Harris,  which had protested the new rules. They were approved by three conservative members of the state board, all supporters of Trump, and over the objections of the other two board members.
In his decision, Cox ordered the rules to be immediately voided and for all county election officials to be informed that the rules are not to be enforced.
It's not clear if the board will appeal the decision. The office of Attorney General Chris Carr (R) represents the board and had advised it against acting on several of the rules that were struck down Wednesday.
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San Francisco takes on the EPA in a case about poop and a $10 billion fine
The justices appeared divided over a lawsuit brought by San Francisco over EPA rules for regulating how much sewage the city can send to the Pacific Ocean.
By Justin Jouvenal, Maxine Joselow | 2024-10-17

Sunset at the Supreme Court building in D.C. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


The environmental fight that played out inside the Supreme Court on Wednesday was unusual in many ways: It featured poop, a whopping $10 billion fine and one of the nation's greenest cities -- San Francisco -- battling the Environmental Protection Agency over water pollution rules in a case that could reverberate beyond the Bay Area.
During lively oral arguments, the justices appeared divided along ideological lines over a lawsuit brought by San Francisco arguing that EPA rules regulating how much sewage the city can discharge into the Pacific Ocean are so vague it can't abide by them. The result: The city has wracked up billions in fines and counting.
"We simply want to understand our prohibition limits so we can comply with them," Tara M. Steeley, the San Francisco deputy city attorney, told the justices.
The question the high court must decide is whether the Clean Water Act allows the EPA to impose generic prohibitions against violating water quality standards or whether the agency has to create specific pollutant limitations that give clearer guidance about when a line is crossed. For instance, San Francisco's wastewater permit includes 100 pages of detailed rules on effluent limits, but also "narrative" restrictions such as "no discharge of pollutants shall create pollution, contamination, or nuisance" as defined by California's water code.
Assistant Solicitor General Frederick Liu, arguing on behalf of the federal government, told the justices that the Clean Water Act authorizes the EPA to impose those generic prohibitions and that they offer an important backstop to more technical guidelines to ensure water quality remains high. He also said the EPA would like to give San Francisco specific standards, but the city has stymied those efforts by not providing better data to create them. The city disputed that claim.
"I want to be clear about the sort of information that we're missing that made it impossible for us to impose anything other than these generic limitations," Liu said in court.
San Francisco has an older wastewater treatment plant that combines sewage and stormwater. It can overflow during heavy rains, sending the wastewater to outfalls that are located off the coast in the Pacific Ocean. The city says it has spent billions of dollars upgrading the system to limit runoff.
The court's three liberal justices sharply questioned San Francisco's attorney, while the conservative majority seemed more skeptical of the EPA's position.
"What in the statute prevents the agency from saying, in addition to or instead of the highly prescriptive...you can only discharge X amount, we want to set a goal, and we want to tell you that you're obligated to not contribute to violating that goal?" asked Justice Elena Kagan, a liberal.
Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr., a conservative, said the generic standards were similar to an older system of water pollution regulation that he said was difficult for parties to navigate: "It didn't tell people in any predictable way what they can and cannot do."
San Francisco petitioned the Supreme Court to take up the case after the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit sided with the EPA.
Some environmental groups had urged San Francisco to drop its lawsuit, warning that the court's conservative majority could use the case to further limit the EPA's authority. Court rulings in 2022 and 2023 curbed the agency's ability to reduce greenhouse gases and protect wetlands from runoff. The San Francisco Board of Supervisors echoed that concern, voting in a non-binding resolution to urge the city to resolve the case quickly to avoid harming water standards nationwide.
The case has "very troubling implications," said Becky Hammer, a senior attorney at the Natural Resources Defense Council.
"We were disappointed to see San Francisco take this case all the way to the Supreme Court," Hammer said. "Given the anti-environment trend of the court in recent years, it's asking for trouble to bring this case before them."
At the same time, San Francisco found itself with some unlikely allies in the case, including oil and mining groups that filed friend of the court briefs supporting the city's position.
The court will probably issue a ruling in the case by June, which is usually the final month of the term.
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This campaign sign graveyard is bringing election losers back from the dead
A traveling art installation is resurrecting American electoral history with nods to Barry Goldwater, Thomas Dewey, Aaron Burr and others.
By Jiselle Lee | 2024-10-16

Nina Katchadourian's piece "Monument to the Unelected," commissioned by the Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary Art, is on display in Phoenix. (Carrie Tovar) 


A presidential election season lawn pocked with Thomas Dewey, Barry Goldwater and Aaron Burr signs might seem like some sort of prank. Barbara VanDenburgh had never seen anything quite like the display in her Central Phoenix neighborhood, so she took some photos and posted the exhibit on X.
The "graveyard to failed American presidential campaigns," as VanDenburgh called it, is actually an art installation that makes the rounds across the country every four years, much to the delight of onlookers who enjoy the trip down memory lane.
"I think maybe if I had thought about it a little more deeply, I could have realized it was part of a bigger project," VanDenburgh, 42, told The Washington Post. "But, I thought the person was just a really glorious, strange individual who had collected all these yard signs."
The piece, titled "Monument to the Unelected," has become a presidential election cycle tradition by artist Nina Katchadourian since it was first commissioned by the Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary Art in 2008. The display has landed in many places over the years, from gracing the walls of Catharine Clark Gallery in San Francisco in 2020 to decorating the windows of The Washington Post's headquarters at the time in 2012.
The signs attract "quite a few" visitors, said Carrie Tovar, a Phoenix resident who previously hosted the display and was delighted to have the signs on her front lawn again this year.
"People are so interested in looking at each of the signs, perhaps reminiscing about elections they remember participating in, and then learning so much about American history as well," Tovar told The Post. "We love it because it is truly factual and part of our history as a country. Yet, it is also funny, and whimsical, and colorful."

Carrie Tovar's Phoenix home has 59 election signs installed on the front lawn as part of "Monument to the Unelected." (Carrie Tovar)


Katchadourian said she didn't expect "Monument to the Unelected" to be a piece she would show again after the 2008 election, but it's now something she looks forward to every four years.
Fifty-nine losing candidates are represented this year, from John Adams to Donald Trump, and Katchadourian will add a 60th sign to the piece reflecting the loser of the Nov. 5 election.
Despite the politics behind the signs, Katchadourian says the piece is "apolitical" and essentially just a series of facts. Each sign has the year of a U.S. presidential election and the candidate who lost. However, Katchadourian said, the signs are not exact copies of the candidates' branding, especially the older ones, so every sign has a more modern appearance. She prints the signs on Coroplast at a commercial printer for an authentic look.
"I would say that the tenser the atmosphere around the election, the more people have sort of encountered the piece and tried to really read it for a certain viewpoint," she said.
Katchadourian said she likes that the piece is open to interpretation and that its message continues to be relevant 15 years after she first put it on display.
"It might initially look like a prank," she said. "But it's actually talking about something that I think we all have a lot at stake in. Who we elect to office is a big deal."
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Supreme Court clears way for Biden's plan to cut power plant emissions
The Biden administration has said its plan would protect communities from pollution and help the nation meet long-term goals to combat the climate crisis.
By Justin Jouvenal, Maxine Joselow | 2024-10-16

Sunset at the Supreme Court on Aug. 21, 2024. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


The Supreme Court cleared the way Wednesday for a Biden administration plan to cut greenhouse gas emissions from power plants burning fossil fuels, denying an emergency appeal by more than two dozen Republican-led states, utilities and others.
The groups sought the emergency injunction while they pursue litigation to block the regulations, claiming the Environmental Protection Agency's power plant plan would force the premature closure of some plants, cost jobs and jeopardize the reliability of the power grid.
The Biden administration said the plan was calibrated to avoid economic harm and problems for the electric grid, and that the rule would protect communities from pollution and help the nation meet long-term goals to combat climate change. The initiative is one of the administration's most significant actions on global warming.
It is the third time this month the justices have refused to immediately block a Biden administrative initiative seeking to clean up power plants and oil and gas drilling operations, giving a major -- if perhaps temporary -- boost to the president's efforts to combat climate change and limit air pollution. Litigation over all three initiatives are still playing out in lower courts.
As is customary, the majority of the justices did not give a reason as to why they denied the emergency request on carbon emissions from power plants. But a statement attached to the denial order indicates that some justices may be inclined to eventually block or strike down the power plant regulations.
Justice Clarence Thomas said he would have granted the application for a stay, while Justices Brett M. Kavanaugh joined by Neil M. Gorsuch issued a statement saying the applicants have shown a "strong likelihood of success on the merits to at least some of their challenges." Kavanaugh and Gorsuch said they voted to deny the stay because the applicants do not need to start compliance work until June of next year.
"Given ... that the D.C. Circuit is proceeding with dispatch, it should resolve the case in its current term," they wrote. "After the D.C. Circuit decides the case, the nonprevailing parties could, if circumstances warrant, seek appropriate relief in this court."
Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. did not participate in the decision on the emergency stay and did not provide a reason for his recusal.
The high court's actions on emergency requests this month break with a string of earlier decisions in which the justices curbed the EPA's ability to regulate pollution. On Oct. 4, the high court declined to stay new rules on mercury emissions from power plants and curbs on methane emissions from oil and gas drilling operations.
During the term that ended July 1, the court placed on hold an ambitious EPA plan to address smog-forming air pollution that drifts across state lines, which companies and trade associations are challenging in lower courts. The justices also weakened the EPA's ability to enforce the Clean Water Act last year and in 2022 limited the agency's ability to regulate power plant emissions that contribute to climate change -- a major opinion that also curbed the regulatory power of the executive branch.
The power plant plan that was the focus of the most recent Supreme Court action was finalized in April. It would require all coal-fired power plants that operate past 2039 and new natural gas-fired power plants to reduce carbon emissions by 90 percent.
The EPA estimates the plan by 2047 would reduce carbon emissions by about 1.4 billion metric tons, which is roughly equivalent to the annual emissions of 328 million cars. In a single year, the agency said, the plan could avert 1,200 premature deaths and hundreds of trips to emergency rooms.
Critics of the initiative challenged it in the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals, which denied a stay. The parties then sought an emergency order from the high court.
Environmentalists joined the agency in hailing Wednesday's action as a major victory.
"The misguided attempts to block the EPA's power plant rules through the Supreme Court's shadow docket came up empty," said Frank Sturges, an attorney at the Clean Air Task Force. "We're confident these rules will ultimately be upheld."
EPA spokesman Nick Conger said in a statement that agency officials "look forward to implementing this rule, which is based on proven and cost-effective control technologies, to secure up to $370 billion in climate and public health net benefits over the next two decades."
Rich Nolan, president and chief executive of the National Mining Association, predicted the rule could cause economic catastrophe.
"While we're disappointed that some of the justices failed to recognize the immediate harm to industry and consumers posed by this reckless rule, we look forward to continuing to making our case in the D.C. Circuit," Nolan said in a statement. "By constructing a rule that offers power plant operators the choice of either employing technologies that do not yet exist on a commercial, affordable scale or shutting down, the EPA has wrested control of our nation's energy policy with neither the legal authority nor expertise to do so, all at the exact time that electricity demand is forecast to double."
Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump said at a campaign stop in Pennsylvania earlier this year that he would eliminate the power plant rule if reelected, saying it was an "anti-American energy crusade."
The appeals court in the D.C. Circuit found the states and utilities are not likely to succeed on the merits of their case and said the plaintiffs could not demonstrate a need for an emergency injunction because the compliance deadlines for the regulations don't begin before 2030.
The D.C. Circuit also found the power plant plan did not trigger the "major questions" doctrine that says agencies seeking to decide issues of major national significance must have clear congressional authorization to do so.
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Trump backers are more primed to doubt the election than they were in 2020
Polls show the doubts are slightly more pronounced than they were four years ago, when those doubts led to chaos and insurrection.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-10-16

A Trump rally in Dalton, Ga., in January 2021. (Brian Snyder/Reuters)


The 2024 election is less than three weeks away. But who wins isn't the only major question; so too is what happens afterward. And more specifically, it's whether a large chunk of the country baselessly rejects the election results (again) and whether a segment of them might take to drastic measures (again).
The bad news on that front: Despite the utter lack of evidence -- nearly four years later -- that the 2020 election was stolen, Donald Trump's supporters actually appear more primed to believe the election will be stolen in 2024 than they were in 2020.
The differences aren't huge, but the big chunk of Trump supporters who are inclined to distrust the election results looms large as Trump prepares to again reject a potential loss.
A new Economist/YouGov poll shows Trump supporters say by a 2-to-1 margin that they have little or no confidence that the election results will be fair, versus having a "great deal" or "quite a bit" of confidence. While more than 4 in 10 say they have little or no confidence, fewer than a quarter say they have a lot. (The rest say they have "moderate" confidence.)
Just before the 2020 election, it was close to an even split, with only slightly more expressing a lack of confidence.
The numbers were similar in an NPR/PBS News/Marist College poll released earlier this month.
That survey showed 57 percent of Republicans were "very concerned" there would be voter fraud in the 2024 election. That's compared to just more than 4 in 10 who thought such fraud was "very likely" in early 2020.
These same polls show Democrats have become marginally more confident in the election results, despite already having been far more confident than Republicans.
Other data get at just how prevalent these beliefs are today, including in the swing states.
A recent poll in Pennsylvania showed Republicans said 63 percent to 37 percent that they were "not too confident" or "not at all confident" that the election results would be counted fairly and accurately. A poll in Georgia in September showed a majority of Republicans there lacked confidence (though that was at least down from the same poll in June).
The Marist poll also shows 58 percent of Trump supporters are "very concerned" about noncitizens voting in the 2024 election, and nearly 9 in 10 are at least "concerned" about that.
That gets at the problem here. At least with voter fraud, there are isolated incidents that people can point to (even as there has been no widespread fraud). There is far less proof of noncitizen voting. But Republicans have played up the issue anyway, using misleading claims about noncitizens being on the voter rolls and pushing for legislative fixes.
They say that's needed to instill confidence in the process, but that confidence is depressed in large part because of Trump's many ridiculous and debunked claims about voter fraud. And it's easy to see how playing up a purported problem with so little evidence behind it might actually increase suspicions.
Just because Trump supporters are more primed to worry about voter fraud in 2024 doesn't mean we'll see a repeat of 2020; that's not the only factor here. Other factors include how close the election is in the key states and how much Trump's allies go along with whatever stolen-election campaign Trump mounts. Republicans could reason that election denialism is a losing issue for them after a third straight disappointing election.
Conservative media outlets and others who echoed and credulously promoted the claims of voter fraud could be given pause by the lawsuits that resulted from their handling of the 2020 election; Fox News settled with Dominion Voting Systems for $787.5 million, and some of the most prominent election deniers, such as Rudy Giuliani, have faced their own legal reckonings. Those who might consider drastic measures might also worry about their fate matching that of the hundreds of Capitol riot defendants who have been convicted of crimes.
But the new numbers are particularly striking because there was some evidence after the 2022 election that this fever was breaking. While some Republicans, such as Arizona gubernatorial candidate Kari Lake, made similar claims about their races being stolen, few others did. And polls showed Republicans by and large didn't reject or question the results nearly as much as they had in 2020 -- even as the election was another disappointment for their party.
Of course, now Trump is running again and stoking their fears again. And the early evidence is that's a toxic mixture for democracy and the country -- again.
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Georgia early voting continues to surge after smashing record on first day
Georgia more than doubled its first-day early voting total. And it showed no signs of slowing down Wednesday.
By Ben Brasch, Amy Gardner | 2024-10-16

People line up to vote in the Atlanta suburb of Tucker on Tuesday, the first day of Georgia's early in-person voting. (Jeff Amy/AP)


More than 300,000 Georgians cast a ballot Tuesday for the November election, the first day of early voting, doubling the state's Day 1 record. On Wednesday, there were no signs that the pace was slowing down, with nearly 300,000 more people voting, according to data from the crucial battleground state.
Gabriel Sterling, a top state elections official, posted on X that the numbers meant "that we will break past the half a million votes cast today. That's 10% of the turnout we saw in 2020. Big numbers!" By day's end, the two-day total stood at 581,902.
The record probably reflects partisan enthusiasm on both sides of the aisle, though it is unclear from so little data what it means -- if anything -- for the overall state of the race. The fact that the heavy turnout continued into a second day is more remarkable, according to several political consultants in Georgia.
There may be multiple reasons for the spike. Early voting gives Georgians a chance to avoid the hours-long lines and delayed mail-in ballots that have marred past contests in the state. The 2020 election was conducted near the height of the coronavirus pandemic, and the state sent mail-in ballot applications to every Georgia voter.
The pandemic spurred states across the country to expand access to early voting and absentee-by-mail ballot options for voters looking to maintain social distancing.
That resulted in more than 40 percent of ballots being cast via mail in 2022, The Washington Post has reported, an uptick from 21 percent cast by mail in 2016. Three jurisdictions -- Nevada, Vermont and Washington, D.C. -- later adopted vote by mail permanently. In 2022, most ballots were cast before Election Day in Georgia and fellow southern swing state North Carolina.
Early voting is set to begin Thursday in North Carolina, where people are still missing nearly three weeks after Hurricane Helene ravaged the western part of the state.
Elections officials in the state said that no voting equipment or paper ballots had been destroyed but that multiple polling locations flooded, The Post has reported.

The aftermath of Hurricane Helene leaves the town of Swannanoa, in western North Carolina, littered with debris, mud and clay. as well as standing water on Oct. 4. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


In 2020, Donald Trump beat Joe Biden in North Carolina by less than 80,000 votes -- his smallest margin of victory in any state. In Georgia, the outcome was even closer, with Biden prevailing.
Polls show the presidential race in both states is exceedingly close once again this year, with Trump and Kamala Harris running nearly even.
Other battleground states are also seeing significant numbers of people casting ballots weeks before Election Day, including by mail and drop box.
Pennsylvania has had nearly 630,000 ballots submitted, according to the University of Florida's Election Lab, and Wisconsin has received more than 267,00 early ballots.
In Georgia, former president Jimmy Carter was among those who cast his ballot. The Carter Center said he voted by mail Wednesday, two weeks after celebrating his 100th birthday.
Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger said the state hit the 234,000-ballot mark by 3:30 p.m. Tuesday. The Republican has been critical of how Democratic areas have run their elections, but he had no complaints Tuesday, tweeting: "Our county election directors are outstanding, and Georgia voters are energized!"
The state's total for first-day ballots cast in 2020 was about 129,000, the state reported at the time.
Georgia's elections have been scrutinized since 2020, when Raffensperger became a household name after he rebuffed then-president Donald Trump's request to "find" enough votes to win the state.
So far in this presidential election, the five core counties of Metro Atlanta -- which voted overwhelmingly for Biden in 2020 -- have put up more than a quarter of the in-person early votes.
As of 11:30 a.m. Wednesday in Fulton County -- home to Atlanta and about 10 percent of all Georgia residents -- in-person state elections data showed more than 49,000 people had voted at its 37 sites. More than 26,000 people in suburban DeKalb County cast ballots. Another Metro Atlanta county, Cobb, had tallied more than 28,000 ballots.
The longest reported voting lines were in Cobb County, where the wait was up to 75 minutes.
But in most places, lines dissipated quickly, usually in five to 10 minutes, Sterling said. "It's like Chick-fil-A. There's a line, but it moves."
Colby Itkowitz contributed to this report.
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Trump clarifies that his 'enemy within' comment was about evil Democrats
His allies have tried to narrow the scope of whom Trump was talking about. Once again, Trump made their efforts much more difficult.
By Philip Bump | 2024-10-16

Former president Donald Trump attends a town hall event hosted by Fox News this week in Cumming, Ga. (Megan Varner/Getty Images)


One of the most illuminating moments of Donald Trump's increasingly lengthy career in national politics came during his third debate with Hillary Clinton back in 2016. (This was back when presidential campaigns had three debates coordinated by the Commission on Presidential Debates, itself a reminder of how the Trump era has diverted the political process.)
Clinton raised Russian President Vladimir Putin's then-already-obvious interest in affecting the outcome of the race, prompting Trump to comment that Putin "has no respect" for Clinton.
"Well," Clinton replied, "that's because he would rather have a puppet as president of the United States."
"No puppet," Trump replied, clearly flustered. "You're the puppet."
When faced with criticism -- particularly when that criticism is potent or well-aimed -- Trump's instinct is to try to turn it back on his critic. There are any number of examples littering the past nine years of political discourse, though few are as obvious and succinct as "you're the puppet," a very weird and very obvious effort. But things such as Trump's recent insistence that Vice President Kamala Harris needs to complete a mental fitness evaluation certainly qualify.
So does his effort to redirect the criticism that his reelection poses a unique threat to American democracy -- an argument that has an obvious through-line back to that "no puppet" moment. Critics, including from within his own party, have highlighted his effort to subvert the 2020 results and his plans to overhaul the federal bureaucracy to align with his political ideology. In response, Trump insists that it is Democrats who are trying to undermine the country, in part because of censorship -- the evidence for which is generally centered on the government's effort to limit the spread on social media of misinformation about coronavirus vaccines.
(This has been so inflated with gusts of hot air and is treated so seriously within the right's conversational bubble that Trump's running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), believed it to be a viable response to Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz's question about the legitimacy of the 2020 election during the vice-presidential debate. It was not.)
After Trump told Fox News host Maria Bartiromo in an interview that aired Sunday that he believes that the "enemy from within" is as potent a threat to the nation as foreign enemies such as China and Russia -- and when he further suggested that this internal enemy poses a risk to the election that should be combated with an armed response -- some of those critics began more openly describing Trump as a fascist. (This was in part because retired Gen. Mark A. Milley, who served as chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff during Trump's presidency, used the term when speaking to The Washington Post's Bob Woodward.) And so, in another interview that aired Wednesday, again on Fox News, Trump insisted that the term applies instead to his opponents.
No fascist. You're the fascist.
Host Harris Faulkner played the snippet of Trump's Bartiromo interview in which he explained that the "enemy from within" included "lunatics" such as Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.), one of the loudest voices during Trump's first impeachment. Faulkner noted that Harris had suggested Trump is "unhinged." (The crowd, heavily constituted of Republicans and Trump supporters, tittered at the very idea.)
Trump, predictably, denied that he is, calling Democrats "the party of sound bites."
"Somebody asked me, 'Can they be brought together?'" he said, apparently meaning that he was asked whether Democrats could work with Republicans. He suggested that he said he doesn't think they could "because they are -- they're very different. And it is the enemy from within and they're very dangerous. They are Marxists and communists and fascists."
He returned to his criticism of Schiff, suggesting that Schiff is among those who "made up the Russia hoax" -- that is, the investigation into whether Trump's 2016 campaign had knowingly worked with the Russian effort to swing the results to his advantage. (A lengthy probe into the matter identified several members of Trump's campaign who had been in contact with Russian agents and determined that the campaign had at least welcomed the Russian effort.)
And again Trump shrugged at the threat posed by foreign countries (including Russia) as easy to handle -- more so than the threat from his political opponents.
"The more difficult are, you know, the Pelosis," he said, referring to former speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and, apparently, her husband, Paul.
Shortly before the 2022 election, a deranged man broke into the Pelosis' San Francisco house in an apparent effort to force Nancy Pelosi to admit that the Russia probe was contrived. Paul Pelosi, who doesn't work in politics, was struck with a hammer in the attack.
"These people, they're so sick, and they're so evil," Trump continued. "If they would spend their time trying to make America great again, we would have -- it would be so easy to make this country great."
All of this, all of Trump's response to the criticism of his initial comments Sunday, serves to bolster that criticism. Saying that Democrats are evil and sick and incapable of working with Republicans is commentary aimed at suggesting that no political agreement can be practically or morally achieved. Comparing the opposition of Democrats to that of foreign adversaries -- casting it as worse than that of those adversaries, in fact -- elevates the idea that internal enemies should be dealt with in the way we might deal with an invasion force from a foreign power.
"I think the bigger problem are the people from within," he'd told Bartiromo after she'd asked about unrest on Election Day. "We have some very bad people. We have some sick people, radical-left lunatics. And I think they're the -- and it should be very easily handled by -- if necessary, by National Guard or, if really necessary, by the military, because they can't let that happen."
Trump had an answer ready for critiques of his comments: No threatening. You're the ones who are threatening.
"They were saying I was, like, threatening," Trump continued. "I'm not threatening anybody. They're the ones doing the threatening. They do phony investigations" -- again a reference in part to the Russia probe but also to the criminal investigations he has faced. Two of them, of course, center on his obvious effort to subvert the results of the democratic election in 2020.
"It's called weaponization of government. It's a terrible thing," Trump concluded. "They're the threat to democracy."
In much the same way that Hillary Clinton was Vladimir Putin's puppet.
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Democratic support has flipped from anti-Trump to pro-Harris
The presidential contest is a referendum on the former president, but Harris voters are also enthusiastic about her candidacy.
By Philip Bump | 2024-10-16

People cheer as they wait for Vice President Kamala Harris at a campaign rally in Erie, Pa., on Monday. (Justin Merriman for The Washington Post)


The story of the 2020 presidential election was uncomplicated. Donald Trump was the sitting president, one who had spent three years tending to the political priorities of his Republican base and the fourth year struggling to manage a viral pandemic and social unrest. The challenger, Joe Biden, didn't have to do a whole lot; being not-Trump was probably enough for any Democratic candidate to have prevailed. So Biden prevailed.
This isn't simply some clever narrative. Polling showed that Biden supporters heavily -- and at times, primarily -- described their intended votes as centering less on support for the Democrat than opposition to the incumbent.
That was the pattern earlier this year, too. In June, polling conducted by YouGov for CBS News found that 54 percent of those who planned to support Biden's reelection picked him because he wasn't Trump. And that was before Biden's disastrous performance later that month in his only debate against the former president. A few days before Biden dropped out in favor of Vice President Kamala Harris, the CBS-YouGov poll showed similar numbers.
But then Harris became the Democratic nominee. And with that change came another one: supporters of the Democratic candidate who are primarily supportive of that candidate, rather than opposed to the Republican.
In the first CBS-YouGov poll after the candidate switch, the numbers weren't that different from the one taken a few weeks prior. But in the most recent poll, released over the weekend, 43 percent of Harris supporters said they support her because they like her, while 37 percent said their vote is mostly about opposing Trump. Those numbers are similar to where Biden was in March, when he was still enjoying some spillover enthusiasm from the primaries, but the gap between the two is larger than at any point since then.




The views of Trump supporters, meanwhile, have been consistent: Most of his voters are backing him because they like him. Only about 3 in 10 say their support stems from wanting to keep Harris out of the White House.
Among members of the candidates' parties, enthusiasm for the candidates is stronger. Fully half of Democrats say they like Harris, compared to 3 in 10 who said the same about Biden in July. Then, 4 in 10 said they planned to support Biden because he wasn't Trump. Now, only about a quarter say that of Harris. Among Republicans, two-thirds say their support for Trump is because they like him.




Interestingly, there are no gender divides on this question among either Harris or Trump supporters. It's not the case, for example, that men are more likely to say they support Harris because they oppose Trump, as might be expected given the broader gender divide in the contest.
There is a notable difference on the pro-Trump side. Nearly two-thirds of Trump supporters without college degrees say their support is because they like Trump. Among Trump supporters with a college degree, just under half cite that reason. Instead, a third say their support for Trump is mostly offered in opposition to Harris.
There is no similar divide by education among Harris supporters, though there is one by race. Black and Hispanic Harris supporters are more likely to attribute their planned vote to enthusiasm for Harris. White Harris supporters are evenly divided between supporting Harris because they like her and because she isn't Trump.
It's certainly not necessarily a bad thing for Harris to have a large chunk of her support derive from opposition to Trump. After all, a message her campaign is elevating is that Trump is a distinct threat to American democracy, a message that is echoed in the support of prominent Republicans such as former Wyoming congresswoman Liz Cheney. Cheney may like Harris, but her endorsement of the Democrat obviously is mostly about opposing Trump.
What the data shows, instead, is that her support isn't only about opposing Trump -- likely a good sign in a race that will be determined by which voters are most motivated to cast a ballot.
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How people cast their vote in each state, and how it's changing
States have adopted policies that allow for ballots to be cast by mail, at early voting sites or that maintain a preference for voting in person on Election Day.
By Nick Mourtoupalas | 2024-10-16
Election Day in many states now stretches over multiple days or weeks.
Across America, jurisdictions have adopted an array of policies that allows for ballots to be cast by mail, in person at early voting sites or that maintain a preference for voting in person on Election Day. The result: a voting experience that is dictated by geography.
While nearly every voter in Washington state cast their ballot by mail in the 2022 midterm elections, two-thirds of those in neighboring Idaho voted in person on Election Day. That year, a majority of Texas voters took advantage of early voting, while more than 4 out of 5 Oklahoma voters went to the polls on Election Day. Vermonters voted by mail in droves after their state maintained a coronavirus-era mail voting expansion. Nine out of 10 neighboring New Hampshire voters showed up at a polling place on Election Day.
Most states temporarily expanded the options for how voters could cast their ballots in response to the 2020 pandemic, accelerating a decades-long trend away from Election Day in-person voting.
Here is a breakdown of how voting is commonly conducted in each state, according to the U.S. Election Assistance Commission's Election Administration and Voting Survey.
Nearly two dozen states expanded access to mail voting as a safer alternative to in-person voting in 2020, resulting in more than 40 percent of ballots being cast via mail that year. This was an uptick from 21 percent cast that way in 2016.
Some of those areas, including Nevada, Vermont and Washington, D.C., later adopted vote by mail permanently, and about one-third of all votes nationally were cast by mail in 2022.
As early as 2000, Western states led by Oregon, Washington and Colorado embraced voting by mail as the norm.
Other locations where mail voting spiked in 2020 returned closer to pre-covid levels in the midterm elections.
Most voters went to the polls before Election Day in four  Southern states in 2022, including two key battlegrounds, North Carolina and Georgia, which are reeling from the effects of Hurricane Helene as early voting is set to begin this week.
Early voting begins on Monday in Texas, which requires an excuse to vote by mail and has some of the lowest mail voting rates in the nation.
Only 4 percent of votes nationally were cast in person before Election Day in 2000, rising to about a quarter of ballots in 2020 and nearly 20 percent in 2022, according to the Census Bureau.
In nearly 20 states, voting in person on Election Day has  remained the most common voting method.
Wisconsin and Pennsylvania, two critical swing states, both had a decrease in mail-in ballots in 2022 compared with 2020. Yet the amount of ballots cast by mail in 2022 far outnumbers those in pre-pandemic elections. An uptick in mail-in ballots is likely to delay results in Pennsylvania because state law doesn't allow counting of mail ballots until Election Day.
The final group of states uses some combination of early, mail and Election Day voting without any one method being dominant.
Michigan, another battleground, passed a ballot measure in 2022 that requires at least nine days of early voting across the state.
Maryland and Massachusetts, which didn't have much by-mail voting before 2020 received 26 percent and 37 percent of ballots that way, respectively in 2022.
Alaska is the state with the largest share of overseas voters. Former president Donald Trump has attacked overseas voting, which includes voting by military personnel, with Vice President Kamala Harris looking to embrace it to boost her turnout.
Kevin Uhrmacher contributed to this report.
Source: Voting methods by state from the U.S. Election Assistance Commission's Election Administration and Voting Survey, Section F. National voting methods since 1996 from Census Bureau via MIT's Election Data + Science Lab.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/2024/10/16/vote-by-mail-early-election-day/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Vance falsely claims Trump 'didn't go after' his enemies 
We identify a dozen examples of Donald Trump demanding probes, but they all fell short because of lack of evidence. 
By Glenn Kessler | 2024-10-16

(Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Donald Trump "was president for four years, and he didn't go after his political opponents. You know who did go after her political opponents? Kamala Harris, who has tried to arrest everything from pro-life activists to her political opponents ... and used the Department of Justice as a weapon against people."
-- GOP vice-presidential candidate JD Vance, during an interview with Martha Raddatz on ABC's "This Week," Oct. 13
At almost the same moment Vance made this comment, in response to a question about whether Trump in a second term would "go after his political opponent," Trump, Vance's running mate, was on Fox News, speaking to host Maria Bartiromo about his concerns about the election.
"I think the bigger problem is the enemy from within," Trump said. "We have some very bad people. We have some sick people, radical left lunatics. And I think they're the -- and it should be easily handled by, if necessary, by National Guard, or if really necessary, by the military, because they can't let that happen."
It's a familiar pattern of a Trump surrogate playing down Trump's words and actions -- and then Trump almost immediately blasting past the talking point. In this instance, he suggested he would use the military, not just the Justice Department, to go after political opponents.
For context, Raddatz noted that Vance had said the second-most-important person in a second Trump administration would be the attorney general. She asked why he said that. He replied, "You need people to believe that if the attorney general prosecutes somebody, it's motivated by justice and law, and not by politics." She cut in: "Would Donald Trump go after his political opponents?"
That's when Vance asserted Trump didn't go after his political opponents when he was president -- unlike Harris. Harris, of course, is vice president, without direct authority over prosecutors, so we'll assume he was using her as a proxy for President Joe Biden.
"He didn't say people are going to go to jail because they disagree with me," Vance claimed. "That is, in fact, been the administration and the policy of Kamala Harris."
We pressed the Vance staff for specific examples to make his case. We mostly received misleading statements, which we will examine below. As best we can tell, Vance appears to be absolving Trump because he was not successful at winning prosecutions of his foes.
Extensive news reporting and government probes have documented how Trump repeatedly sought to influence or direct the course of Justice Department investigations, sometimes successfully. Specifically regarding political opponents, the website Just Security compiled a handy list of times when Trump sought to prosecute his perceived enemies. There are other examples listed in a recent New York Times report, which was titled "As president, Trump demanded investigations of foes. He often got them."
Here's a quick list of what Trump did:
By any reasonable measure, this list shows that Trump did "go after" his political opponents -- but he was notably unsuccessful in winning any prosecutions. His political opponents often had to hire lawyers, sit for interviews and cough up documents. But to Trump's frustration, no crimes were uncovered that warranted prosecution. Durham did manage to obtain one relatively minor guilty plea but failed twice when he went to trial -- and none of the people charged by Durham were significant enough to be considered Trump's political opponents.
Trump has been indicted twice by federal prosecutors -- for his alleged role in the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol and for allegedly mishandling classified documents. (The documents case was dismissed on procedural grounds, a decision under appeal.) But there is zero evidence -- certainly no tweets or public comments -- that either Biden or Harris requested that Attorney General Merrick Garland investigate Trump's action in either matter.
Regarding the Jan. 6 case, The Washington Post reported last year that the Justice Department took a methodical, bottoms-up approach that initially focused on the rioters and resisted a direct investigation of Trump. "The Justice Department's painstaking approach to investigating Trump can be traced to Garland's desire to turn the page from missteps, bruising attacks and allegations of partisanship in the department's recent investigations of both Russia's interference in the 2016 presidential election and Hillary Clinton's use of a private email server," the Post report said, adding that some Justice Department lawyers "have complained that the attorney general's determination to steer clear of any claims of political motive has chilled efforts to investigate the former president."
The New York Times in 2022 reported that Biden privately also expressed frustration. "As recently as late last year, Mr. Biden confided to his inner circle that he believed former President Donald J. Trump was a threat to democracy and should be prosecuted, according to two people familiar with his comments," the Times reported. "And while the president has never communicated his frustrations directly to Mr. Garland, he has said privately that he wanted Mr. Garland to act less like a ponderous judge and more like a prosecutor who is willing to take decisive action over the events of Jan. 6."
When Trump announced he was running for president, Garland appointed a special counsel to take charge of the investigations of the former president so political appointees would not have a role. The two indictments were brought by the special counsel, Jack Smith. Garland also appointed a special counsel to investigate Biden, after it was discovered he had retained classified documents. No charges were brought. Garland also appointed a special counsel to investigate Biden's son Hunter on gun and tax charges. That prosecutor filed two cases that resulted in a guilty verdict and guilty plea.
As for Vance's reference to Harris going after "pro-life activists," the campaign pointed to the indictment of antiabortion activist Mark Houck, who was found not guilty in 2023 on federal assault charges concerning a shoving incident with an abortion clinic escort in Philadelphia. Local prosecutors had declined to prosecute Houck, and a private lawsuit by the clinic escort, Bruce Love, was dismissed, but then the Justice Department brought charges anyway, using the 1994 Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances (FACE) Act. During the trial, U.S. District Judge Gerald Pappert, an Obama appointee, referred to the FACE Act and asked prosecutors, "Doesn't that statute seem to be stretched a little thin here?" The jury issued a quick acquittal.
In November, Houck and his wife sued the Justice Department and FBI for malicious prosecution. The campaign also pointed to the case of another activist, Paul Vaughn, who was convicted of violating the FACE Act but given no jail time. We could find no link between Harris and the decisions to prosecute these men.
Taylor Van Kirk, a spokeswoman for Vance, first sent us this statement: "The double standard of the liberal media is laughable at this point. It is indisputable that under Kamala Harris and Joe Biden's DOJ, the Republican nominee for President was targeted and indicted, while under President Trump, nothing like that ever transpired against either of the Democrats he faced off with in 2016 or 2020. Actions matter and Senator Vance was 100 percent correct that despite pressure from many Republicans to indict Hillary Clinton for her mishandling of classified information, President Trump never crossed that rubicon the way Kamala and Joe did."
There are several factual problems with this statement. As we noted, a special counsel brought the charges against Trump. Under Vance's peculiar logic, Biden also directed the indictment and prosecution of his own son. Moreover, Vance, his spokeswoman's response suggests, seems to regard an inability to win a prosecution as evidence that Trump "didn't go after" his opponents. The Trump campaign often portrays Biden as an incompetent old fool, yet in this instance the campaign suggests he's a cannier political operative than Trump, able to demand a prosecution with the snap of his fingers.
We made these points to Van Kirk, who then sent this statement: "The Washington Post is purposefully gaslighting the Trump-Vance campaign because this insufferable newspaper fails to clarify that Senator Vance was talking about political opponents under Trump's Administration never being indicted."
As additional evidence, the campaign supplied links to a CNN report that in November 2016, two weeks after the election, Trump backed away from a pledge to appoint a special counsel to investigate Clinton. As noted above, he changed his mind yet again, and Clinton was subjected to several criminal investigations. Not enough evidence was found to bring an indictment.
The campaign also supplied a link to an opinion article, co-written by former George W. Bush Justice Department official John Yoo, that was titled "Biden DOJ crossed political Rubicon with Trump indictment." The article concerned the classified-documents case, noting that even if Trump's actions were criminal, his status as a former president should have been a consideration. "There are good reasons for prosecuting someone who has taken classified information, such as ending the risk of disclosure or deterring future lawbreakers," the article said. "But history has recognized weightier reasons for leaving former presidents alone."
Yoo did not respond to a request for comment. However, he and his co-author have also written critically on the Jan. 6 case and applauded the Supreme Court's ruling on presidential immunity as ending the "partisan, misguided efforts to use the criminal-justice system to eliminate viable presidential candidates."
The Vance campaign now says that when the candidate refers to going after political opponents he's referring to indictments. That wasn't the question he was asked.
The record clearly shows that while no indictment was brought against Trump's political opponents during his presidency, it wasn't for lack of trying. Trump demanded investigations of numerous people. The Justice Department dutifully conducted the probes. But not enough evidence was found to bring an indictment. In one case, the evidence was so lacking that the grand jury reportedly refused to indict -- a rare occurrence.
In the case of Trump's indictments, a special prosecutor found enough evidence to convince two grand juries to issue indictments -- with no discernible role by the president or vice president in either the launching of the probe or the issuing of the indictment. That's a world of difference, even though Vance tries to spin it as deliberate.
Vance earns Four Pinocchios.
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D.C.'s new pandas are named what, now? 
The names of Bao Li and Qing Bao, the new pandas at the Smithsonian National Zoo, have unsettling meanings.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-10-17

Bao Li and Qing Bao, 3-year-old giant pandas, arrive from China at Dulles International Airport on Tuesday. (Kent Nishimura/Getty Images) 


As a former Washington resident and lifelong panda observer, I followed with keen interest in this black-and-white paper the return of our black-and-white four-pawed friends. Though the Smithsonian's National Zoo is a far cry from the Chengdu Research Base of Giant Panda Breeding, it is a cute and delightful corner of our nation's capital.
Of course, as a Mandarin speaker, I could not help but smile as I read the names of our new Sichuanese immigrants: Bao Li and Qing Bao. How thoughtful of our friends across the Pacific to have given these bears monikers that can translate to "violence" and "intelligence report." These names are truly fitting for these temporary visitors from China to our leafy capital city.
One wonders if the slight from Beijing is but a gentle mocking jest, a rude gesture that has gone unnoticed because of the lamentable decline in Chinese literacy these days in Washington?
Nonetheless, I will dutifully parade in front of these ursine visitors to watch them laze and dawdle through their daily routines. But how nice would it have been to instead welcome a pair of delightful Formosan black bears, with their protuberant snouts and lunar markings?
Sasha Chhabra, New York
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Did Kamala Harris eke out a victory on Fox News?
The Democratic presidential candidate finally agreed to an interview with Fox News. Did she hold her own?
By Erik Wemple | 2024-10-17

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks with Fox News host Bret Baier on Wednesday. (Fox News)


You're reading the Prompt 2024 newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox. 
Democratic presidential candidate Kamala Harris made the bold decision to sit down for her first formal interview with Fox News on Wednesday, shaking off long-held Democratic anxieties over the conservative, Murdoch-run network. She spoke for nearly 30 minutes with host Bret Baier, making last appeals to split voters in her attempt to cinch an election that is less than three weeks away.
What did we learn from this latest foray? Did Harris get what she was looking for? And what was in it for Fox News, anyway? I'm joined by Chris Suellentrop, politics editor for Post Opinions, and Slate's Josh Levin, host of the podcast "Slow Burn: The Rise of Fox News," to discuss this much-anticipated media appearance.
Erik Wemple: So, that was certainly adversarial. Did Kamala Harris's famous appearance on "Call Her Daddy" help her prepare for Bret Baier? Or did she appear a bit flustered by the onslaught?
Chris Suellentrop: I thought that interview was a microcosm of the Harris campaign -- strong start, a little shaky in the middle, and the end result is, well, unknown. But she should do these more often. She more than held her own. Baier was the one who seemed flustered.
Josh Levin: I felt like Baier came out really hot, not wanting to get steamrolled. They eventually settled into a bit more of a rhythm, but I think he would've been better served to give her the chance to dodge a little bit before accusing her of dodging.
Erik: If you saw Tim Walz with Fox News host Shannon Bream, you saw Bream cut off Walz when he dug into Donald Trump's patent lunacy. I got a similar feel here -- that Baier had all day to talk about immigrant crime but not about Trump's nature. Right or wrong?
Josh: It felt like the immigration segment went on for a very long time. For Harris, I'm sure it felt even longer. And yes, there was an incuriosity from Baier about what Trump is actually saying. I thought Harris's strongest moment came when she called out the fact that they showed a clip of Trump (on Fox!) denying that he'd talked about an "enemy within" and didn't show footage of his rallies where he talks about exactly that.
Chris: The goal of his first question about illegal immigration was to elicit an apology, which he got. Or, I suppose, to show that this was going to be a tough interview. It was fun to watch:  We learned, I guess, that she is tough under fire and that she got genuinely angry about Trump. That was good television.
Erik: It struck me that Harris had trouble parrying Baier's focus on the Biden administration's early-term immigration policies. My takeaway is that she wasn't ready to answer the question that drew a straight line between immigration policies and real-world events. If you watch Fox, you gotta know that's coming.
Josh: I'm struggling to think of anything Harris could've said in response to the questions about young women who were killed by immigrants that would've been seen as a big win for her. The victory, to the extent there was one, was showing up and getting asked the questions.
Chris: I thought her worst answer came halfway through, when she couldn't explain what she wants to "turn the page" from. On immigration, she apologized to the victims' families and emphasized that Trump sought to make the border less safe because of partisan politics -- I am not sure she could have played a bad hand better. Agree with Josh there.
Erik: This is an important point. Does it really matter who the heck is in the Fox News audience? Or does it only matter that Harris sat down with Fox News, a signal of her defiance and confidence?
Josh: One thing that's incredibly consistent about Fox News is that it cares first and foremost about getting people to watch. This interview will certainly do good numbers for the network, and it also affirms (in a period of uncertainty for Fox and for cable TV as a whole) that Fox can still create a TV moment.
Erik: How do you folks think that this interview will shake out among Democrats: Will it be seen as a reason to go on Fox News or as a reason to avoid it?
Josh: Appearances by Pete Buttigieg and Harris surrogate Ian Sams have shown that going on Fox can generate a lot of positive attention. In this case, Harris wasn't going to win on Fox's issues, so winning meant showing resolve and getting in as many Trump digs as she could.
Chris: Josh and Erik, as Fox experts, where do you think Baier sits in the constellation of stars in the Fox universe? He is the anchor that Washington journalists take seriously. Do the network's viewers distinguish him from, say, Sean Hannity?
Josh: Baier's "Special Report" is the old Brit Hume program, the place that took hard news seriously even as it mixed in a healthy dose of opinion. To put it another way, it's the place where Fox has always looked for and often found external legitimacy. It's also a show that has always had a fraction of the audience of the prime-time stars. So, Fox couldn't have given this job to Jesse Watters. But if it had, a lot more people would've watched!
Erik: I adore this question. I can say that the Fox News superfans have an ambivalent and sometimes even thumbs-down view of Baier. That said, I think that even those hardcore Fox News fans will enjoy this Baier product. But does the initial viewing audience even matter at a time when everything gets aggregated on social media and other news sites?
Josh: The clips are clearly going to circulate more than the full interview. When you think about it that way, the whole thing definitely feels more like a branding exercise -- a performance of seriousness by Fox News, a display of toughness by Harris.
Chris: Baier closed his show by complaining that he didn't get to ask all his questions. This feels like the reverse of when a politician complains about the debate moderators. I don't think a journalist can lose an interview. If his goal was to butter up a few of those Fox News superfans by a ritual display of toughness, I can see why he was disappointed.
Erik: Disagree on that one, if only because he spent all that time on immigration.
Josh: It is funny that he immediately went into the spin room and Harris left.
Erik: Well, this is all fascinating, sans doute. As far as Fox News' stake in all this, let's just stipulate: This is a network that has craved the respect and acknowledgment of storied American institutions, even those that are perceived as being on the left. So scoring an interview with the Democratic presidential candidate is huge. Would Harris have agreed to do this if Tucker Carlson had still been at the network?
Chris: I can't possibly know what Harris would or wouldn't have done in the mirror universe. (Does Carlson have a goatee in this scenario?)
Erik: Absolutely.
Josh: I think Carlson needed to leave for Fox to be able to turn the page on the era that he defined as a host and personality. He overwhelmed everything.
Erik: Yes, precisely. I do think that the network's hostility to Democrats dropped a bit upon his departure. He made a career of saying they hated America.
Chris: Yes. Baier went out of his way to be respectful, but he also wanted to control the interview, with good reason. I am glad it wasn't my job.
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Relentlessly targeted ads (after Googling something once) 
Edith Pritchett cartoon on targeted ads. 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-10-17

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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What Liz Cheney and other honorable Republicans should do next
The MAGA-tainted GOP might be past repair. But there are other ways for conservatives to regain their voices.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-10-17

Former Republican congresswoman Liz Cheney speaks during a campaign event for Kamala Harris in Ripon, Wis., on Oct. 3. (Joel Angel Juarez/For The Washington Post)


Felon, former president and presidential candidate Donald Trump has dominated -- devoured, actually -- the Republican Party. Virtually every elected official bends to his will to endorse him or follow his edicts; the party has jettisoned any consistent policy principles in favor of blind obedience to his impulses. And nearly all Republicans who have crossed him have been either defeated or compelled to retire.
Still, over the years when Never Trumpers were asked whether they still belonged to the GOP, they would often respond: "Yes, I'm not willing to concede the party to Trump." They imagined the "battle for the soul of the Republican Party" was ongoing. That has become a harder belief to sustain as any sliver of opposition has melted away.
Former congresswoman Liz Cheney's response on "Meet the Press" Sunday to the question as to whether she is a Republican was therefore telling. "I'm a conservative. I'm not a member of this -- I do not consider myself a member of Donald Trump's Republican Party." Cheney did not quite shut the door on remaining in the party, but she did acknowledge that so long as it is "Trump's Republican Party" there is no place for conservatives of good conscience.
Unless Trump loses so decisively as to trigger a mass renunciation of his movement (highly unlikely), Cheney and similar Republicans' futures will likely be outside the MAGA-corrupted Republican Party. Republicans who have opposed Trump, and gone the extra mile to endorse Vice President Kamala Harris, have several alternatives after the election.
First, they could occupy the right flank of the Democratic Party, as the Democratic Leadership Council did in the late 1980s and early 1990s, ultimately lifting Bill Clinton to the presidency. Although they could continue to disagree on several key policy issues (e.g., abortion), they would aim to guide the party toward the center, advocating fiscal discipline and resisting radical left voices on issues such as policing and Israel.
There are some obvious drawbacks to this approach. Although conservative Republicans turned Democrats might make it to the general election in some solid red states and districts, their chances of winning primary races elsewhere are low. (Although in places such as California they might well make the top two in so-called jungle primaries.) Aside from the ideological clashes and low prospects for electoral wins, this option would leave the country still with a single pro-democracy, normal party.
A second option would be a third party (perhaps the "Rule of Law Party" or the "Lincoln Party"). It might begin in state and congressional elections, gaining steam to compete in statewide and presidential contests.
The drawbacks to third parties are well known. Voters resist "throwing away" their votes on parties without a track record of wins, and ballot qualification requirements can be hard to surmount. Moreover, the potential to split the non-MAGA vote and actually help the MAGA GOP is real. The utter failure in this cycle of the No Labels effort -- if you've already forgotten about it, that's understandable -- underscores the difficulties.
Now, in places where Democrats have no chance, it might make sense for them to stand down, letting an alternative conservative party run. The Senate race in Nebraska featuring independent Dan Osborn will be telling. Although he's not representing a third party, his win could indicate an opening for an organized center-right party to run in Democrat-averse districts.
A third option -- a fusion party -- may prove the most intriguing. In 2022, I wrote about such an effort in New Jersey's 7th Congressional District by a new Moderate Party. I shared at the time:
Like this and fusion parties in New York (e.g., the Conservative Party, the Working Families Party), a new center-right party could endorse candidates from either of the two major parties who best match its ideological criteria, thereby enticing both parties to adhere to those principles. Not unlike Cheney's and Adam Kinzinger's endorsements of Harris and of former Texas Democratic representative Colin Allred (running to unseat Sen. Ted Cruz) in this election, a formal fusion party could weigh in on a list of races around the country.
This option is not altogether satisfactory either. Politicians such as Cheney aim not merely to influence those who hold power but also to win office and govern themselves. Without their own candidates and party, positions that neither major party advances (e.g., free trade, fiscal restraint, limited executive power) would simply go by the wayside.
In an ideal world from Cheney's perspective, devastating MAGA losses in another election cycle or two would wipe it out and leave the remnants of the party for her to sweep up and reconstitute into a viable, pro-democracy party. But given polarization and heavy gerrymandering, wipeout elections might be a thing of the past. That means even after a Trump defeat, the MAGA GOP might be here to stay. Cheney and others will therefore need to experiment -- perhaps combining one or more of the options outlined above.
First and foremost, however, for the good of Cheney's country, her former party and her ideals, Trump must go down, decisively, to defeat. Only then can something new emerge.
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Two grocery giants want to merge. Why is the FTC so concerned?
If Albertsons and Kroger can't join, the big winner might be Walmart.
By Marc Levinson | 2024-10-17

Union members hold placards against the proposed merger of grocery store chains Kroger and Albertsons on Sept. 30 in Denver. (David Zalubowski/AP)


Marc Levinson is a historian and economist in Washington. His books include "The Great A&P and the Struggle for Small Business in America."
In Oregon, the Federal Trade Commission awaits a federal judge's ruling on its effort to block the merger of the nation's second- and fourth-largest food retailers, Kroger and Albertsons. If the merger proceeds, the FTC has warned, "the destruction of competition between these two head-to-head rivals risks raising prices, worsening services, and lowering quality." But if the aim is to encourage competition in grocery retailing, then FTC Chair Lina Khan's intervention might prove counterproductive.
In its request for an injunction against the merger, filed last February, the FTC contended that the relevant market for scrutiny is "the retail sale of food and other grocery products in traditional supermarkets and supercenters." This market definition is almost identical to the one the FTC used back in 2002, when it dropped its challenge to the merger of Albertsons and American Stores only after the two companies agreed to divest 144 supermarkets.
The grocery business, though, has changed a great deal since then. Since 2003, Walmart has sold more grocery-store items than any other U.S. retailer. Warehouse chain Costco ranks third. Amazon, which had no grocery business in 2002, has become a major player, selling online as well as in Whole Foods stores.
These companies take advantage of their size to build hyper-efficient distribution networks and demand lower prices from suppliers. As a result, they are often able to underprice traditional supermarkets. Achieving similar economies of scale is one reason Kroger and Albertsons want to join forces.
If the courts permitted the two to merge without selling off any stores, their combined sales of typical grocery-store merchandise would still be lower than Walmart's and, by some measures, lower than Amazon's. So what is the objection to their merger?
The FTC evaluates mergers within an industry using a gauge known as the Herfindahl-Hirschman Index. A merger that raises the HHI over a certain threshold -- which the Kroger-Albertsons merger would do -- is presumed to "substantially lessen competition," no matter how large the market shares of other firms.
Using the HHI disadvantages Kroger and Albertsons in two ways. First, the FTC has defined the market to exclude many large food retailers, such as drugstore chains CVS and Walgreens, discounter Dollar General, and specialty stores such as Aldi and Trader Joe's. It thus underplays the actual level of competition among food sellers.
Second, the index is applied only to mergers. It does not flash alarms when Walmart gains a high share in a metro area by building new stores, whereas mergers set off red lights.
Undoubtedly there are places where, in the absence of a nearby Target or Costco, the merged Kroger and Albertsons would dominate grocery sales. That's why the two companies have identified stores they would sell off if the merger is approved. The FTC has rejected their lists; it is rightly concerned that C&S Wholesale Grocers, the principal buyer-in-waiting, does not have a record of running supermarkets with success. It will also want to be sure that the buyer acquires enough stores in individual localities to be competitive.
But there is nothing novel about these obstacles, and they do not seem insuperable. If the two retailers are truly keen on joining forces, they should be able to come up with a list of divestitures that satisfies the FTC.
Why, then, is the FTC so concerned about this case? The answer may lie in the final section of its complaint, which asserts that the merger could lessen demand for labor -- specifically union labor.
Between them, Kroger and Albertsons employ more than 700,000 workers, most of them represented by either the United Food and Commercial Workers or the Teamsters. Both unions have called for the FTC to block the merger on the grounds that it would eliminate their ability to play one company against the other. Unstated is a different concern: Over the past several decades, unions have found little organizing success in food retailing. If they shed members as Kroger and Albertsons combine stores, they are unlikely to find new ones elsewhere.
Under Khan's leadership, the FTC has prominently elevated labor interests in its considerations. Although its April ban on most noncompete agreements has been blocked by a U.S. district court, the agency has barred several companies from enforcing such agreements under its legal authority to prohibit "unfair methods of competition." The FTC has similarly asserted that companies' treatment of "gig" workers might involve unfair competition. It recently signed an agreement to involve federal labor agencies in reviewing how proposed mergers could affect labor markets.
Paradoxically, applying labor-related considerations to mergers might not be helpful to either workers or unions. If the FTC succeeds in keeping Kroger and Albertsons from forming a more powerful competitor, Walmart, the behemoth of food retailing, is likely to be the big winner. It has a well-known history of refusing to recognize unions in its stores, warehouses and truck fleet. By blocking two heavily unionized supermarket operators from joining up, Khan might become Walmart's new best friend.
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What will the world remember us by?
From two decades of obituary-writing, I learned how to capture life, and how to live it.
By Ann Wroe | 2024-10-17
Ann Wroe is the obituaries editor of the Economist, where she has written the weekly obituary for almost two decades. This op-ed is excerpted from her memoir, "Lifescapes."
Week by week, my job at the Economist requires me to capture a life in around 1,000 words. No more will fit on a page. I love this task. In some ways, it seems impossible; I always write too much and must pare it down to the essentials. But what are those essentials, those distinctive aspects of ourselves -- our souls, if you will? What follows are some reflections about this process from my own experience: not at work, so much as in the course of life.
Chronologies, ancestries and even achievements may reveal curiously little about a man or a woman. On the other hand, the smallest things may offer vital clues. A brass letter opener, a much-mended cardigan, a favorite word may catch them much more sharply. The more other people are brought in, with their own assessments and perspectives and bland praise, the more the particular life escapes. It becomes a studio portrait where the subject stands stiffly against a backdrop of mountains or sea, with the photographer's own props on the table and a scrubbed expression, album-ready.
Life is far less formal. One friend of mine is best evoked by a tennis racket thrown on an unmade bed and an end of baguette studded with raw garlic, his favorite snack. Another, from primary school, is remembered by her leg brace, a box of 32 different crayons and the dance of iron filings on a magnetized piece of paper -- a wonder she showed me as we perched on the fire escape. Two maiden aunts are summed up in the immense privet hedge that towered outside their French windows and in willow-pattern plates laid with slices of cold mutton. Hats are eloquent: the broadbrim bush-hat of a Zimbabwean friend, sported proudly in the Welsh rain, the snappy panama of a colleague in Virginia, worn with a seersucker suit that breathed the antebellum South or the hard pillbox adopted by my Great-Aunt Edye, complete with a veil as scratchy as herself. I like to think I am summed up in my favorite jacket, frayed away at buttonholes and elbows, collar and cuffs, because it smells of rain and the hills and each bramble-snag records some scrape or other.
Handwriting seems a giveaway: a signature that shrinks into a corner, a bold Pentel scrawl, hungry descenders that grab the line below. But there is eloquence, too, in a favorite mug (Spurs, James Bond, an abstract print), the arrangement of tools (precise, graded, disordered), a pair of glasses (flamboyant, sober or wire-rimmed as Harold Pinter's were, worn slightly askew, as if thrust on in a rage). When I think of yet another great-aunt, it is cake that evokes her.
I might also have focused on her hanging-down stockings, or the slanting, wide-legged walk caused by her bad hip. But it was cake that captured her: one sort in particular, sprinkled with Demerara sugar and damp with boiled fruit. She spoke the very word as if she chewed and tasted it, with a half-laugh of relish that life could contain such delicious, succulent things.
When my great-aunt and I left a seaside cafe, decades ago, life clung to her teacup and plate and the disarranged cushion on her chair. It tends to do so. A glove dropped in the street still trembles and gesticulates with the presence of its owner, who was fumbling in a bag or distracted by some thought as the bus drew up. A Roman perfume bottle of tarnished blue-green glass evokes not only an eyebrow, a lip, a delicate wrist, but some woman's fantasies of beauty. A shoe, even from centuries ago, water-dark leather crushed out of shape, nonetheless preserves the weight of a foot and the care of fingers fastening. After modern disasters, when people run away, they tend to shed their footwear for greater speed. When the Israelis pursued the Egyptians in the rout that ended the war of 1967, they came across a part of the desert littered with shoes. These shoes, too, told the stories of many lives.
Another shoe, a trainer, lay for months on a half-roof in Gower Street in London. From the street you could not see it, so no one removed it. It looked like the tossed away remnant of some fight between young bloods, but it was small; it had belonged, perhaps, to a child of 8 or 9. It was not high-fashion, as the fashion was then: cut too low on the ankle, too thin on the tongue and without a showy button to inflate it. But it looked new, with smart diagonal flashes on the uppers and the regulation trailing laces. Some boy would have put it on each morning, struggling over the knots, perhaps late for school or being urged on by friends on bicycles; he would have felt a sense of achievement as he tightened the loops, standing a bit straighter afterward. Some careworn mother, too (ghost hovering beside ghost), would have been pestered to make this purchase, now gone for nothing. The discarded trainer still sang of all this: pride, sacrifice, waste.
Life quivers, therefore, even in objects that seem still. "Still life" is an oxymoron. In delineating my subjects' lives, I find that the tiniest detail adds a flicker of color to the whole. Yet add too many, and you can start to lose the essential quickness of life, its unpredictability and randomness. That, too, has to be caught.
In some life classes, art students are told to draw their subjects in a minute. Their brief scrawls and scratches may be more evocative than portraits that have taken weeks. Yet, in the end, pencils or charcoal can catch a human being no more successfully than words. Once cornered, ostensibly pinned down, life has a habit of escaping.

(PeiHsin Cho for The Washington Post) 


Perhaps people with cameras can do better. They can record the instant: the prima ballerina suddenly off-balance, a child jumping from a wall, a soldier falling backward. That clattering shutter can take 10 shots of a hand being lowered to a table. Yet, the moment the hand is frozen, life leaves it: no probability before, no possibility afterward. No wonder some civilizations believe that a photograph extracts the soul.
In a family Victorian wedding photograph, a child in arms and a man in a bowler hat in the back row have moved. The baby is completely blurred; the man's face is smudged, like a daub of paint, above a tidy jacket. No one can say now who they were. But then we cannot say who most of the other people are, who have taken pains to dress in their best starched and silk-flower finery and to gather in the garden on what appears to be a broiling day. They sat still for several minutes, serious, none smiling, confident that their lives were being recorded and their identities preserved for evermore. But the babe and the bowler-hatted man knew better, and left their fleeting wrigglings instead. They are now the living ones.
How much of life can a camera trap, in any case? Richard Avedon, who photographed America's most famous faces, was not sure. When he snapped Henry Kissinger, then secretary of state and unsparing maker of war on Vietnam and Cambodia, Avedon wanted to show the "anger, ineptitude, strength, vanity" and "isolation" that seemed, to him, to characterize the man. But the jowly, wary face revealed nothing. The mouth was set. The eyes looked straight at the camera, with just a slight upward tilt of the glasses to the left the only suggestion that a smile could form. The left hand was thrust in the pocket, but was not relaxed. "Be kind to me," Kissinger had told him. He then hardened himself for the shot, defensive, distrustful.
Avedon did not want his portraits to have such formality. Nor did he want his subjects artificially smiling, like the picture of his father that used to sit on the family piano -- "Smilin' Jack" as they called him, a man he seemed never to have known. He shot in black and white against a white backdrop, the austerity a deliberate foil, he hoped, to the variety and untidiness of life. In this unsparing light he caught Dwight D. Eisenhower with the look of a surprised baby, Ronald Reagan with a cast of resolution turning into doubt, Marilyn Monroe in a sad dream, Ezra Pound with his thumb in his eye. Like the painter Avigdor Arikha, he constantly snapped himself off-guard, distracted, glaring, hidden by a mask. Yet, as he said again and again, this was not the truth. It was a surface, and that was all he had to work with. Looking at the Kissinger portrait, he asked himself who, or what, it was. Was it just a shadow representation of a man? Or was it closer to a doppelganger, a likeness with its own life, which might come to replace the original? What really inhabited this face, this body? Whatever it was, he had not caught it; he had simply produced an alternative.
His first piece of fashion photography, for Harper's Bazaar in 1946, took models away from their studio poses and put them on a beach, running and jumping with no gloves, no shoes, any old how. In later life in his studio he preserved that practice, showing beautiful women in sulks, unkempt, even frightening. They would never be unaware of the camera, since their job was to court it. But if a curl fell, or a fly buzzed, they could still be snatched off-guard. That remained his ideal. It would be mine, as I write the obituary each week, if only words were nimbler. But once the letters start their slow assembling -- once they nestle inside the framework of title, rubric, paragraph -- movement has gone. I wrote an obituary of a fish once, which was my chance, but that fish was indolent, plump, basking in weed in the summer heat. To snare it leaping, I think now, I would have had to scatter words, even single letters, like water-spray, swirling in fish-form across the page. The closest I can approach with my human subjects is to mimic their breath in the rhythm of their speech.
Catching life off-guard was also the technique of the photographer Wang Fuchun, whose work was rarely featured in fashionable magazines. His canvas was not the severe white backdrop of a studio, but the humid, rickety, teeming "green trains" of China; and his subjects were not the famous, but the ordinary. He wanted to catch them as they were, in the instant, before the shock of the wide-open gaze receded and the mask fell. On board the trains, which he rode continually, he would creep about with his camera under his coat and an expression of humble curiosity. He was a strange looking man, tall and thin, with a long womanish haircut that attracted glances, but a habit of ducking his head to avoid them. He would barely move to take the shot, cupping his hands to his belly as a man might who had eaten well, hoping not to reveal himself or his intentions. Here was a bundled baby popping from a basket, astonishing its mother; a migrant worker, glossy with summer heat and sweat, wriggling along a seat; an elegant woman smoking in a corridor, turning with haughtiness to notice him. As soon as registered, the shot was taken; the shadow of the shutter fell as fast as thought. When he had hesitated -- as with his picture of a little girl, face smeared with mud, asleep standing up against a door -- he judged his work a failure. It was as if, though asleep, she had struck a pose for him, and he had encouraged her stillness.
How quickly, Wang lamented, people did that and life stiffened. Migrants camping in the corridor, in a clutter of carpets and pots and pans, clustered into a portrait for him. Tibetan monks made a ritual of offering him a prayer shawl. Instead, some of his best work was done when people were completely distracted, half-lost in the crowd: waving their tea-flasks from the train windows for refills at stations, kibitzing around a game of mah-jongg or, on one of the sleek modern high-speed trains he never learned to like, shrouding themselves from head to toe in sheets against the icy air conditioning.
It could be argued that our whole lives are spent in a state of willful distraction: distraction from death. We build up possessions against it, snatch at every chance to evade it. Many people refuse to discuss it; some will not read obituaries. I passionately believe, though, that we should not shrink from death. Bodily decay is inevitable, but it is not, in my view, the end. Once we have achieved what we can here, in this body, we move on to a different stage. When I choose my subjects week by week, I'm drawn especially to men or women who seemed, often very early in life, to know their calling. They may be a chef, a woodcarver, a pianist or a healer; they may even be a politician. To engage with such minds is an adventure and a privilege: the privilege of becoming, if only for a few days, a chef, a woodcarver or a pianist myself, and to see the world through their eyes. It is an act of empathy, one I hope I can extend also to the less famous subjects I choose, for we are all linked in one life. And the deeper we can enter into the lives of others, in their tiniest details and most unguarded moments, the easier we may find it to live together.
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Georgia's election will be smoother. But that's not true everywhere.
A Georgia judge has reinstated some order by striking down a requirement to hand-count ballots.
By Editorial Board | 2024-10-16

An early voter in Decatur, Ga., on Tuesday. (Erik S. Lesser/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) 


Three positive election-related developments came out of Georgia on Tuesday. Citizens cast more than 328,000 ballots by the first day of in-person early voting, surpassing the previous one-day record of 136,000 in 2020. A state judge blocked a requirement that county officials hand-count every ballot before reporting results. And former president Donald Trump urged his supporters at a rally in Atlanta to cast their ballots early -- a major shift from his anti-early voting stance four years ago.
In September, a pro-Trump majority on Georgia's State Election Board had voted 3-2 to require county officials to count all ballots by hand. Leaders of both parties had criticized the move as an unjustified obstacle to the timely reporting of results. Fulton County Superior Court Judge Robert McBurney agreed with them on Tuesday, holding that the board did "too much, too late" by requiring the hand count without providing officials with instructions on how to implement the new rule. His temporary injunction can't be appealed until after the election.
Judge McBurney had already helped bring order to Georgia's election Monday when he said county officials are not permitted under state law to withhold their certification of election results. This forecloses a possible gambit that some Trump allies had been considering to thwart Democrats from formally receiving the state's electoral votes should they win.
As for Mr. Trump, he is now encouraging Republicans to vote early instead of waiting until Nov. 5. "If you have a ballot, return it immediately," Mr. Trump said Tuesday in Georgia, reading from a teleprompter. "If not, go tomorrow or as soon as you can." Democrats might not be excited that the GOP is getting into the swim with early voting. From the standpoint of legitimizing the vote, however, bipartisan buy-in is good news for the process. Perhaps nothing can prevent Mr. Trump from crying fraud if he loses, but it will at least be harder now that he has personally embraced early voting.
To be sure, the record first-day early vote in Georgia (which included absentee as well as in-person ballots) was not typical of the nationwide trend. More than half of likely voters have told pollsters they plan to vote before Election Day, but just 5.5 million Americans have done so thus far, down from 27 million at this point in 2020, according to the University of Florida's Election Lab. And yet 2020 was an outlier because of the covid-19 pandemic, which made it outright dangerous for many people to go to the polls in person. The lower early voting totals are most likely a sign of political normalization rather than reduced turnout.
Although the judge's twin rulings make post-election chaos less likely in Georgia -- one of seven states that will likely determine the outcome -- they certainly do not rule it out there or elsewhere. Americans should still prepare to be patient through what could be an extended post-election period, in which the president-elect and other winners might not be known for days. Two other swing states, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, have not reformed rules that prohibit officials from starting to process mail-in ballots before Election Day, even if they arrive well in advance. Divided governments in both states failed to fix this provision. It slowed down the count in 2020 and could do so again.
Election-related litigation isn't just probable; it's already happening. Republicans have filed lawsuits in Pennsylvania, Michigan and North Carolina to challenge the legitimacy of overseas ballots. This has prompted backlash among military personnel and their spouses.
Every day brings reports of hanky-panky from the swing states. For example, in Wisconsin, the League of Women Voters asked authorities on Tuesday to investigate text messages anonymously sent to thousands of young people, warning them against voting in a state where they're ineligible. The texts ominously speak of penalties of up to 31/2 years in prison for voting improperly, even though Wisconsin allows students attending college in the state to vote either at their home address or where they attend school. These messages might not be illegal, but the apparent intent -- to confuse and frighten potential voters -- is anything but benign.
A final piece of positive -- even inspirational -- voting news, also from Georgia: One of the state's early voters on Wednesday was 100-year-old former president Jimmy Carter, still participating in the American experiment of self-government despite having been so ill last year that he sought hospice care. Unsurprisingly, the Democrat voted for his party's candidate, according to his son Chip Carter. More important is the example Mr. Carter set: that civic engagement is a lifetime commitment.
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Could Nebraska's Senate seat go to a Democrat -- er, independent?
Plus: Fixes for Congress. China's economy. The post-Trump GOP.
By Drew Goins | 2024-10-16
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

Independent Senate candidate Dan Osborn during a campaign stop in O'Neill, Neb., on Monday. (Bill Clark/CQ-Roll Call, Inc/Getty Images)


"Partisan conflict explains a lot of [Capitol] Hill's dysfunction," the Editorial Board writes in perhaps the greatest understatement since George Washington said factions might cause a problem.
"But," the board adds, "so do relatively fixable internal rules, written and unwritten. Getting Congress into working order, in short, is as vital as electing one."
In an editorial, the board reviews the work of Fixing Congress, a task force of experts and former legislators that pulled together proposals for solving those rule snafus and, theoretically, reducing the friction of lawmaking in a high-minded way.
Many of the proposals would make bipartisan action easier and fortify majority rule. Even the trickier proposals, such as the ones tweaking the filibuster, are worth considering, the board says.
Now, let's get low-minded -- we're talking control of the Senate -- but, interestingly, nonpartisan. David Von Drehle writes that Dan Osborn, the rookie unaffiliated politician challenging Nebraska incumbent Sen. Deb Fischer (R), is giving her a run for her money because he captures the independent spirit Nebraskans so prize in themselves.
Yes, mm-hmm, independent, Democrats all over the country are trying to convince Nebraskans even as they pour millions of dollars into Osborn's coffers in an attempt to snatch a Republican's seat.
But as David reviews Osborn's bona fides, he concludes that the man really is a true independent. And if there's anywhere one of those can get elected, it's Nebraska.
Chaser: A few letter writers explain to The Post why even Democrats should hope that Larry Hogan (the Republican!) wins the Senate seat for Maryland.




From Keith Richburg's column identifying the real cause of China's economic slowdown: "China invests too much, and Chinese people spend too little."
Compare those gross domestic product figures with other countries': British household consumption is about 60 percent of GDP; American consumers drive roughly 70 percent. Keith explains why this disparity so hampers growth of a developed economy.
The reasons for high Chinese saving rates are interesting, too. "Without much of a social safety net to rely on, people ... save as a hedge against any number of possible future calamities," Keith writes.
So far, the government is going only for the low-hanging fruit in its attempt to rev up the economy -- a.k.a. all the actions other than what will actually get its people more comfortable spending.
Say Vice President Kamala Harris wins. Republicans have a choice: Do they go along with Donald Trump's inevitable claims of fraud, or do they accept the results?
"You're not going to do the right thing because it's right," Matt Bai says to the operatives who will have to decide, "and I'm not going keep pushing that particular boulder up a hill. Instead, I will appeal to your self-interest."
Matt lays out that "clear-eyed and mercenary" analysis: Republicans have the opportunity to finally seize durable power within just a few years if they can resist another constitutional crisis of Trump's making.
"The day that Trump goes away is the day that the Republican Party begins, almost by default, to compete for the middle of the electorate," Matt says, "rather than devolving into a loud, semi-permanent minority."
Chaser: Marc Fisher writes that one of the woes of democracy is when getting indicted wins votes. But he's not talking about Trump so much as D.C. Council member Trayon White Sr.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
The soundest defense
For Senate independents:
All work, no party
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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Another major climate conference helps a despotic regime
Azerbaijan, the host of the next U.N. climate conference, has a sordid record of human rights violations.
By Editorial Board | 2024-10-17

Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev at the Kremlin in Moscow on Oct. 8. (Valery Sharifulin/Sputnik/Kremlin Pool/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


When the nations that are parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change decide who will host the annual climate conference, the criteria include a country's infrastructure, climate commitments, political stability and financial resources. But not democracy or human rights -- or, apparently, whether blessing a particular regime with the privilege will embarrass the organization and the climate diplomats it assembles. The result is repeated instances of "greenwashing" some of the world's most repressive rulers and most enthusiastic extractors of fossil fuels.
The upcoming U.N. Climate Change Conference, COP29, opens Nov. 11 in Azerbaijan. This is the third in a row in a dictatorship and the second in a row in a petrostate. The previous two conferences were held in the United Arab Emirates and Egypt. Azerbaijan seeks prestige by playing host in the capital, Baku, for a conference that is expected to focus on setting new finance goals for battling climate change. But that should not obscure the fact that Azerbaijan is ruled by a brutal despot, President Ilham Aliyev.
When 60 U.S. lawmakers sent a letter on Oct. 3 calling on Secretary of State Antony Blinken to "press for the immediate and unconditional release of all political prisoners, hostages, and POWs, including ethnic Armenians," the Azeri leader dismissed it as "disgusting." But the concerns outlined by the lawmakers are very real. Azerbaijan's sordid record of human rights violations is backed up by extensive evidence.
Last year, Azeri military forces seized the enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh, displacing the population of ethnic Armenians and dissolving its legal, political and civic institutions. At least 23 prominent Armenian political figures are still being held in prison by Azerbaijan, including Ruben Vardanyan, a Russian Armenian billionaire who held a government position in Karabakh before the Azeri attack. Family members say he went on a hunger strike to protest poor conditions with long periods of solitary confinement.
In a recent joint report, Human Rights Watch and Freedom Now chronicled a wave of repression against individuals inside Azerbaijan, including the arrest of dozens of individuals on politically motivated and bogus criminal charges in the months before the COP29 meeting. According to the letter to Mr. Blinken, the population of political prisoners in Azerbaijan has jumped from 122 in December 2021 to at least 303 as of this June.
We have called attention previously to the unjust imprisonment in July 2023 of the prominent economist Gubad Ibadoghlu, who was detained on fabricated charges of extremist activity and counterfeiting. The real reason was his revelations of how Mr. Aliyev has mismanaged Azerbaijan's oil riches. On April 22, Mr. Ibadoghlu was transferred to house arrest, but his family says he remains under pervasive surveillance. A pretrial investigation has been suspended, but he is vulnerable to rearrest and cannot leave the country. He suffers from a serious heart ailment and needs treatment abroad.
Particularly galling, given Azerbaijan's hosting of a big climate conference, is the case of Anar Mammadli, a veteran activist who leads the Election Monitoring and Democracy Studies Center and is a founding member of the Climate Justice Initiative, which sought to organize civil society ahead of COP29. Police forced him into a car in Baku in April, and charged him with currency smuggling -- the allegation is used frequently by the authorities against civil society activists -- and have held him in pretrial detention. Mr. Mammadli previously served 21/2 years in prison that the European Court for Human Rights found was designed to "silence and punish" him for his election monitoring work. Mr. Mammadli has repeatedly sought to register his nongovernment organizations, but the government has refused, denying him the basis to operate legally.
Mr. Aliyev refuses to tolerate serious political competition. The government has opened a criminal case on bogus charges of slander and insult against Ali Karimli, chairman of the opposition Popular Front Party of Azerbaijan. The trial has been repeatedly delayed, perhaps until after the climate conference. Mr. Aliyev has also sought to crush independent media. Three outlets still remaining in Azerbaijan have come under attack by the government; the authorities arrested 12 media professionals and six others; all 18 remain behind bars. The outlets included Abzas Media and Toplum TV, which is led by journalist Khadija Ismayilova, who was imprisoned for 11/2 years on spurious charges of tax evasion and embezzlement after she exposed corruption in the Aliyev regime.
Yes, this is a climate conference, and global warming is a problem that affects all countries and demands common effort, regardless of politics. But these facts do not require lending prestige and legitimacy to unsavory regimes on an annual basis. A better approach might be picking a permanent host country with strong environmental credentials and democratic commitments -- Costa Rica, say -- and ending this cycle once and for all.
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The true enemies of democracy
Ann Telnaes cartoon on the threats to democracy in the 2024 election.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-10-16

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)
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Did Trump's all-female town hall achieve anything?
The former president has been unpersuasive on abortion, child care and other issues that matter to women.
By Heather Long | 2024-10-16

Former president Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally in Atlanta on Tuesday. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images) 


You're reading the Prompt 2024 newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
Former president Donald Trump is struggling with women. Polls consistently show that Vice President Kamala Harris is overwhelmingly winning with female voters (and even gaining ground among White women). On Wednesday, Trump made his biggest pitch yet to American women by appearing on a Fox News town hall in Georgia with an all-female audience. The crowd was overwhelmingly pro-Trump, but they did push him on everything from crime and the economy to IVF and child care.
Columnists Ruth Marcus, Megan McArdle and I watched the full hour. Here are our takeaways.
Heather Long: This was an explicit attempt by Trump to win over female voters. Was there anything in this Fox News town hall that will do that?
Ruth Marcus: That's the right question, Heather, and I just don't see it. The women Trump needs to win over didn't seem to be represented in the town hall. These were total Trump loyalists, and the people whose votes Trump is trying to win aren't going to be persuaded by this kind of slavish devotion to Trump.
Megan McArdle: I think that's correct, Ruth, but I'm not sure the issue is representation so much as the fact that swing voters probably aren't going to watch the town hall. The kinds of people who are glued to the news at 11 a.m. aren't undecided.
Heather: It was a very friendly crowd to Trump for sure. Lots of the women who asked questions thanked him and praised him, and one even said the women in that room would be considered "domestic terrorists" by the Biden administration, which was a weird comment.
Ruth: For the most part, people are going to experience this town hall through the clips that are delivered to them on TV or social media. And is the Trump-questioning crowd really going to be won over by his calling Nancy Pelosi part of "the enemy within"? I don't think so.
Megan: I think it's going to depend on what news they are watching, if any. Mainstream outlets will choose clips that make him look bad; Fox News et al. will choose clips that make him look good.
Ruth: Megan, what were the clips that you thought made him look good?
Megan: His responses to questions on crime, sanctuary cities, IVF. Those are eye-rollers in Washington, but people really, really don't like crime or cities that announce they're not going to enforce federal immigration laws.
Heather: Abortion didn't come up until 50 minutes into this hour-long town hall. Do you think Trump handled that question well?
Ruth: Well, look, in my view, Trump never answers the abortion question well because he has this mythical universe in which somehow there was broad popular demand to turn this issue over to states. There wasn't then and there isn't now, so his position is both unpopular and incoherent.
Heather: One of the big moments from this town hall was when Trump said, "I'm the father of IVF." He was trying to reiterate his support for IVF, despite his party's abortion stance. What was your reaction to that?
Megan: Smart politics, and I think the pro-lifers will let him get away with it because they're on the back foot.
Heather: I agree -- while the "I'm the father of IVF" quote was bizarre, his answer was a powerful moment. I also think he did a better job than usual on the economy. He didn't mention tariffs until the end. He really hit hard on energy, claiming he would lower people's energy bills by 50 percent. That's not going to happen, but it will resonate.
Ruth: This might be one of those situations where I simply can't take anything he says seriously. If I were an undecided, suburban voter, I would think: "Stop patronizing me. How stupid do you think I am?" But again, I may simply have lost perspective here.
Megan: I think we are hamstrung in our analysis by the fact that we find him repellent and unserious. The race is 50-50, which means a lot of people don't feel that way -- or at least don't find him more repellent and unserious than Harris. It doesn't help that Harris's strategy of not offending any voters has left her drawing less of a contrast with him than she might otherwise.
Ruth: I acknowledge your point. But take his answer to the question about transgender athletes competing in women's sports: When he simply asserts that "the president bans it," is that really convincing to anybody? That's not the way Washington or lawmaking works.
Megan: Ruth, I think you might be overestimating how much people understand about which issues are state and which are federal.
Ruth: Pleading guilty on that, too.
Heather: I listened to a bit of Fox News just after the town hall. What's interesting is that the Fox hosts immediately jumped on a part of the hour we haven't even talked about: safety and crime. They highlighted a mom who said something to the effect of "everybody should be able to go for a run without fear." Almost half this town hall was about safety and immigration, which is notable.
Megan: I am consistently surprised by just how strongly people feel about immigration. It's their top noneconomic issue, and 28 percent of the country says it's our most important problem.
Heather: There was an interesting moment in this town hall where a woman who legally immigrated tried to ask a question about legal immigration. Trump did make it a point to say something along the lines of "we need the best people." But then he quickly reverted to his often untrue talking points casting immigrants as criminals.
Megan: I think public views on immigration are somewhat incoherent; they are sympathetic to individual migrants but also want much less immigration. Trump embodies that incoherence.
Heather: One other moment stood out to me: the single mom who asked about child care. Trump has now been asked three key times about child care: first at the infamous CNN debate with Biden, second at his appearance at the Economic Club of New York and now in Wednesday's town hall. All three times he gave a non-answer. Today he tried to say he would do more of a child tax credit, but he didn't even talk about child care. I would love to know that woman's reaction to what he said. It was very unconvincing.
Ruth: "Ivanka, Ivanka, Ivanka."
Heather: Right. He kept trying to say Ivanka cares about these issues. But he then talked about her work on the child tax credit -- not even the same thing as child care!
Ruth: I want to go back to Megan's point that Harris isn't drawing enough of a contrast with Trump. It seems to me Harris has been doing just that, along with Tim Walz, by highlighting Trump's bizarre behavior and his extremist language about "the enemy within." I don't think Trump helped himself at Wednesday's town hall by doubling down on that language and asserting, "I wasn't unhinged." I think those remarks do alarm some voters on the precipice and are not helpful to his cause.
Megan: Ruth, I think Trump's behavior is a huge issue for people who aren't voting for him, and if I'm honest, I think they enjoy talking about it a lot, because people enjoy trash-talking their political opponents. But I think this issue does nothing to move undecided voters. And, look, I'm a single-issue voter on "Did you try to steal an election?" But my willingness to vote for a candidate whose policies I hate because of Trump's character is obviously quite rare.
Ruth: I disagree. I think some people -- not enough -- get rattled when they hear how unhinged he is.
Megan: I think some people do. How many of them are considering voting for Trump? The swing voters I know -- very few -- just aren't focused on whether Trump is a bad person. They're focused on the economy and their concerns about liberal institutional overreach. I disagree with them, but shouting "He's a bad person!!!" louder isn't going to persuade them.
Heather: Exactly, Megan. And Trump did hit his key points in trying to appeal to those few undecideds. I do think Trump came across more ... measured at this town hall. He mostly stayed focused on the issues being asked. I don't know if that will really persuade the few women who are undecided. But he made it a point to say he favors IVF, and he pitched economy and safety hard. Overall, this is probably about as good as he could have done -- for him.
Ruth: I do think that he did sound more measured, because he was in his comfort zone surrounded by acolytes. He also said some extreme things. This was a better get-out-the-vote message than it was a persuasion message.
Heather: I mostly focus on the economy, and while his economic proposals are widely panned (and likely to cause prices to rise), he did a good job repeatedly saying he would "get the prices down." That's what people want: prices down. Even though it would likely mean a recession for the economy.
Megan: Oh, I agree his policies are bad. But Harris is making a lot of dubious claims and promising a lot of never-never policies, too.
Ruth: Different planets of misleading, Megan.
Megan: We can agree on that, but that doesn't mean undecided voters will.
Heather: Okay, final thoughts: What should Harris do to appeal to women beyond hammering home the danger of losing reproductive rights? We saw Trump's attempts today. Can Harris do anything to win even more women to her camp?
Ruth: I'm not sure that's her challenge. She has gleaned a lot of that field and might need to reap more of her votes elsewhere.
Megan: My opinion is that abortion isn't going to be the issue that Democrats hoped it would be. Ironically, all the referendums that helped Democrats in 2022 have made women less charged-up about the issue because it's settled in their states.
Heather: I agree, Megan. I wish Harris would tout her "care economy" agenda more, including paid family leave, child care and elder care. It's a clear contrast with Trump. She also needs to talk about a lot of the good economic news coming out lately.
Megan: The problem with the care economy is that it's expensive -- and worse, people understand it's expensive. I don't think they necessarily believe Harris when she says she can pay for all of it with drug price savings and heavier taxes on billionaires. And they shouldn't, because that's a lie.
Heather: We'll see how she does later today. It's a big day for Fox News: Harris will be interviewed later by the network's Bret Baier.
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Lax deadlines at my college will make for weak leaders
Letter writers celebrate deadlines and AI, denounce school rankings and legacy admissions, and question pandemic spending.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-10-17

William & Mary students walk across campus between classes on Oct. 25, 2021, in Williamsburg, Va. (Julia Rendleman for The Washington Post) 


Regarding Mark C. Taylor's Sept. 23 online op-ed, "Hate deadlines? Here's why we need them.":
From the perspective of a current undergraduate student, I want to commend Professor Taylor for his commitment to upholding deadlines at Columbia University. Deadlines shape leaders; when a student fails to meet them, they learn valuable lessons about the pace of the world and the urgency required to confront our most pressing challenges.
At Georgetown University, I find it frustrating that hard deadlines are falling by the wayside under the guise of promoting student well being and mental health. Allowing undergraduates to ignore their obligations as students, operate outside the realities of the world and consistently excuse their own ignorance -- both of information and deadlines -- does not mold leaders.
Extending or ignoring deadlines does not improve student mental health. When graduates enter the professional world, they will only be more overwhelmed with obligations and unable to manage their time. They will not have honed the necessary time management and prioritization skills at school, where this should happen.
As a student, I appreciate hard deadlines and the professors who stick to them. Do they cause stress? Absolutely. But life doesn't offer unlimited time, and leadership requires punctuality. If deadlines are not met, there are consequences. The world does not offer a mental health break or a stress timeout.
A college education, whether it be at Columbia or Georgetown, must teach students this reality so they have the skills to make difficult decisions and produce significant work on a tight schedule. Coddling students only harms them in the long run.
Zane Nagel, Washington
Mark C. Taylor is right to critique the "disappearing classroom deadlines" for student assignments in grade schools, high schools, colleges and universities. Time is a limited resource, and deadlines are inescapable. As I regularly remind my law students, the first thing an attorney must determine when faced with a new case is the relevant statute of limitations.
Yet Mr. Taylor's statement that "there are no extensions in the 'real' world" overlooks persistent, high-impact delays that affect us all. The last time Congress enacted all its appropriations bills on time was 27 years ago; budget brinkmanship and continuing resolutions have gone from anomaly to norm. NIMBY, or "not in my backyard," campaigns are able to stall housing construction for years, often on the flimsiest grounds, which contributes to our national housing crisis. Inefficient, under-resourced systems have years-long delays in critical areas: adjudicating cases in U.S. immigration court (a backlog of more than 3 million cases in 2023), resolving Social Security disability claims (a backlog of more than 1 million cases) and inspecting pharmaceutical factories (some 2,000 plants not inspected by the Food and Drug Administrationsince 2019).
Certainly, late student work should be penalized. But pervasive untimeliness from our institutions makes the emerging anti-deadline movement unsurprising. We must not only teach the importance of deadlines to students but also demand that our policymakers set better examples of timely performance.
Benjamin L. Cavataro, Bryn Mawr, Pa.
The writer is a law professor at Wayne State University Law School.
Jonathan Zimmerman's Oct. 9 online op-ed, "College rankings are leaving out the most important factor," is right that the quality of college teaching is uneven; like job performance in any workplace, not everyone will do it equally well. His suggestion that training teams of teaching experts to observe and support college teachers is one I wholly support. Every campus should have programs dedicated to supporting the institution's teaching mission; some do, so we have easily available models for how such a program can work.
But Mr. Zimmerman's own points about the problems with reliably evaluating teaching quality undercut the logic of his suggestion to improve rankings. Institutions are very different; student populations vary widely. Faculty work under wildly disparate and often untenable conditions. Even with substantive issues set aside, we've seen for too long that ranking systems of all kinds create perverse incentives for college and university leadership.
Why not just focus on improving teaching by supporting teachers more fully (e.g., training, professional development, fair compensation, job stability, reasonable protections from political pressure) and skip the rankings? Even the best trained and most talented college teachers can use some support, and most -- especially contingent faculty who are often paid and treated deplorably despite often being well trained and highly talented -- need a lot more than they get. I'm absolutely in favor of providing all of that. The rest of it? Why bother? If teaching gets better everywhere, that's a win for everyone.
Seth Kahn, West Chester, Pa.
The writer is a professor at West Chester University and researcher of academic labor.
Megan McArdle's Sept. 30 online op-ed, "AI is an existential threat to colleges. Can they adapt?," represents one viewpoint of artificial intelligence's role at higher-learning institutions. In my opinion, AI should be viewed not as a threat, but as a tool -- one that will evolve and improve.
Educators and students are best advised to use it as such -- a tool -- and not completely rely on it as the truth. Just like humans, AI makes mistakes; therefore, humans must have the final call. Colleges can evolve, embracing the possibilities AI presents to deepen learning and expand the relevance of a college education in a rapidly changing world. And while many professors will find it harder to detect AI-assisted work, they should explore their own use of AI.
As a former educator at the University of Texas, Dallas, I often lectured to more than 100 students. I wanted to personalize learning to better reach each student. With an AI-infused learning tool by my side, I could create customized plans for students to better suit each one's needs. Forward-thinking institutions and educators will not fight this shift; they will adapt their programs to reflect the realities of the digital age, much like how they adapted to the internet era.
Ultimately, AI is not an executioner for higher-education standards. It's a chance to reimagine what learning can look like in the 21st century. By embracing AI as a partner in education rather than as an enemy, colleges can offer a richer, more dynamic learning experience to help prepare their graduates for the challenges and opportunities of tomorrow's workplace.
Graham Glass, Plano, Tex.
The writer is chief executive of AI-based Cypher Learning.
Harvard University's legacy admissions policy is an outdated practice undermining the meritocracy it claims to uphold. By favoring children of alumni, Harvard perpetuates an inequality rooted in early 20th-century biases, one favoring wealthy White families, while excluding immigrants, Jews and minorities.
Today, legacies make up 14 percent of each class. They also have a staggering 33 percent acceptance rate, compared with under 5 percent for total applicants. This hinders diversity. Despite efforts to increase racial and socioeconomic representation, this policy predominantly benefits affluent White students, perpetuating a cycle of privilege that contradicts Harvard's mission of broadening access.
Eliminating legacy admissions would also create opportunities for underrepresented students while restoring public trust in elite universities. By ending this practice, Harvard could lead by example, reaffirming its commitment to fairness, transparency and a merit-based admissions process.
Proponents argue that legacy admissions enhance alumni ties and donations. However, with a $53 billion endowment, Harvard need not rely on legacies to achieve financial stability. Other prestigious institutions -- such as the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the California Institute of Technology and Johns Hopkins University -- have thrived after eliminating legacy admissions, demonstrating that merit should be prioritized over family connections.
In today's context, fairness is essential. Harvard must choose between maintaining privilege or embracing a more equitable future. Ending legacy admissions is a vital step toward inclusivity and true meritocracy.
John B. Hoffman, New York
The writer is founder of Oliver Scholars, an educational access program in New York.
Schools nationwide have benefited from a historic $276 billion federal aid package aimed at mitigating the impact of learning loss during the pandemic. Now that these funds have dried up, what have we learned? Were these billions invested wisely? Unfortunately, there is no clear answer.
When schools received pandemic relief dollars, they were granted broad discretion over spending. The challenge was clear: Invest quickly and efficiently to put students back on track. But without adequate guidance, districts were forced to throw various solutions at the wall, hoping something would stick. Leaders were not required to get degrees in finance or set spending strategies. However, those who participated in programs such as Georgetown University's certificate in education finance were better suited to make wise spending decisions.
This massive infusion of cash presented a once-in-a-generation opportunity to strengthen long-term educational outcomes -- especially literacy. Now that the dust has settled, we must evaluate which spending decisions worked and which failed to deliver.
Torree Pederson, Shawnee, Kan.
The writer is president of college and workforce readiness nonprofit Aligned.
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World War III is already under way. Not that Harris or Trump has noticed. 
A new axis is sowing global disorder. The U.S. presidential campaign is what reckless disregard looks like. 
By George F. Will | 2024-10-16

Ukrainian servicemen fire a self-propelled cannon toward Russian positions at a front line in the Donetsk region of Ukraine on Sept. 27. (Genya Savilov/AFP/Getty Images)


In October 1940, as Americans prepared to select a president, World War II was raging -- German troops occupied Paris -- but without U.S. participation. American voters had, however, a choice worthy of the ominous moment.
The Democratic candidate was two-term incumbent Franklin D. Roosevelt, who, with his 1937 "quarantine"  speech on aggressor nations, and subsequent military buildup, was nudging a mostly isolationist nation toward involvement in a global conflict. The Republican candidate was businessman Wendell Willkie, a political novice aided by the mostly internationalist and Republican "Eastern establishment" -- much maligned, and today greatly missed. Having registered zero support for the GOP nomination in polls three months before the convention, he wrested it from Ohio's isolationist Sen. Robert A. Taft.
Remember 1940. In three weeks, Americans will not have a comparably reassuring choice when they select the president who will determine the nation's conduct during World War III, which has begun.
With hindsight, it is apparent that World War II, a cascade of crises initiated by the coalescing Axis of Japan, Germany and Italy, began with Japan's 1931 occupation of Manchuria. Posterity might conclude that World War III began before Russia's renewed aggression against Ukraine in February 2022, and no later than Russia's 2014 seizure of Crimea.
Beginning Jan. 20, 2025, the next president will cope with today's axis: China, Russia, Iran and North Korea. U.S. participation in World War II actually began with aggressive, and hardly neutral, Navy patrolling of the North Atlantic shipping lanes on which Britain depended. And U.S. participation in World War III began before this week's decision to send to Israel an advanced missile defense system and about 100 troops to operate it.
This system will defend Israel against an anticipated Iranian response to Israel's coming retaliation for Iran's Oct. 1 launching of about 200 ballistic missiles at Israel. The United States has been providing intelligence and weapons to Israel and Ukraine as those nations, like Britain in 1940, fight for their survival and our civilization.
On Monday, the Financial Times reported that the head of Germany's domestic intelligence service said that this year a parcel burst into flames before it was to be loaded on a plane at a DHL freight center in Leipzig. The official said that if the fire had started in flight, the plane would have crashed. He described this episode while detailing a dramatic increase of "aggressive behavior" by Russian agents.
The Wall Street Journal said the head of Britain's domestic security agency MI5 reported a "staggering rise" in attacks in Europe, coordinated by Russia's GRU military intelligence agency. They are aimed at disrupting arms production, intimidating politicians and sowing panic in the streets:
"This summer seven people were accused by U.K. authorities of setting fire to a London warehouse owned by Ukrainian businessmen. ... Russian saboteurs are also suspected of being behind a fire at a Berlin factory that builds air-defense systems. In France, prosecutors are investigating a possible Russian connection after two people were found spray painting more than 200 Star of David symbols on buildings. ... There has also been a spate of arson attacks in the Baltics and Eastern Europe."
The MI5 head also said, according to the Journal, that Russia and Iran are using criminals in targeted nations to commit arson, sabotage, and attack Russian and Iranian dissidents abroad. The paper noted that a Spanish politician who supports an Iranian opposition group "was shot in the face in broad daylight late last year."
North Korean military engineers are assisting Russian launches of ballistic missiles at Ukrainian targets. This month, North Koreans reportedly were killed by a Ukrainian missile strike on Russian territory. Russia's arsenal includes North Korean missiles and large-caliber ammunition.
From Russia's western border to the waters where China is aggressively encroaching on Philippine sovereignty, the theater of today's wars and almost-war episodes spans six of the globe's 24 time zones. This is what "the gathering storm" (the title of the first of the six volumes of Winston Churchill's World War II memoirs) of a world war looks like.
The U.S. presidential campaign is what reckless disregard looks like. Neither nominee has given any evidence of awareness of, let alone serious thinking about, the growing global conflagration.
This world disorder, more than spending extravaganzas (defense not included), will define the Biden-Harris administration's reputation. And this year Viktor Orban, Hungary's Putin-adjacent prime minister, who opposes aiding Ukraine, visited Trump at Mar-a-Lago twice in 125 days.
What gathering storms gather is strength. Then they expend their stored violence.
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Tiny changes in polls are overhyped. Here's what really matters.
Plus: Hamas documents reveal much. Settlement renounces the "big lie."
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-10-16

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a rally at East Carolina University in Greenville, N.C., on Monday. (Cornell Watson for The Washington Post) 


You're reading Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
With less than three weeks to Election Day, I answer readers' questions, share some thoughts on the presidential campaigns' closing days and highlight some indispensable journalism as well as a satisfying legal milestone.
A reader asks: What is it with elected officials having podcasts these days, e.g., Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Tex.) and California Gov. Gavin Newsom? You all have day jobs. Do them! To me, it makes them look unserious.
Answer: I tend to agree. Aside from attention grabs, these seem like efforts to go around media filters and reach voters. I would commend a politician who (as Ronald Reagan did in his weekly radio address) did a serious, 10-minute policy rundown or simply took voters' questions each week. That, unfortunately, likely holds little appeal for many politicians.
A reader asks: If Vice President Kamala Harris wins the presidency, will she certify her own ascent?
Answer: Technically, each state (usually the governor) certifies its slate of electors. However, she will preside over the joint session of Congress when the electoral ballots are opened and tabulated.
A reader asks: If Congress codifies Roe v. Wade, can the Supreme Court nullify the law?
Answer: The court could try, although the notion that health care is something reserved solely to the states might be a bridge too far, even for this right-wing majority. If the court did strike down such a law, however, I think the demand for expanding the court would soar.
A reader asks: I'm hoping for a Harris electoral landslide, but I'm holding on to an expectation that she will at least win the blue-wall states (along with the Omaha blue dot) and thus the election. Yet, polls show Pennsylvania, Michigan and Wisconsin essentially tied. I'm thinking that the three popular Democratic governors in those states should have enough juice to put Harris comfortably over the top. Am I wrong?
Answer: Governors matter in helping turnout, so they can make a difference in a close election. At this stage, not very many voters are persuadable; it is a matter of turnout (sorry for the cliche). Harris's organization, rational schedule (spending time in swing states, not the other side's safe states as former president Donald Trump is doing) and money advantage give her the edge.
A reader asks: How much difference is X owner Elon Musk going to make overall in the election, and specifically in Pennsylvania? I'm deeply concerned about another unstable, wealthy chancer getting close to the White House and the government.
Answer: I think the influence of X is vastly overrated, especially for low-information, nonpolitical voters. I am, however, very concerned about an erratic, dictator-admiring, right-wing billionaire having access to the president -- just as I fear the influence of extremists including Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), Michael Flynn, Stephen K. Bannon and Roger Stone.
A reader asks: I really enjoy your Q&As! And thanks for recommending "Forty Autumns." It was excellent!
Answer: I actually got the recommendation from another reader. Trading book suggestions is one of my favorite parts of chats and newsletters, so keep them coming!
Far too many media outlets gain clicks and eyeballs by hyping minute changes in polls that are all within the margin of error. Statistically, these "changes" mean nothing; the analyses assuming these tiny shifts are significant are, frankly, a waste of time. The race remains very close, but polls will not tell you who will win.
Journalists should not be tarot card readers or betting pool operators suggesting they have divined the future. Fortunately, mainstream outlets have begun focusing on Trump's apparent mental deterioration and abject racism. Focusing the electorate on the stakes inherent in electing such an unstable character -- instead of guessing at the outcome -- is the appropriate journalistic function.
"For more than two years, Yahya Sinwar huddled with his top Hamas commanders and plotted what they hoped would be the most devastating and destabilizing attack on Israel in the militant group's four-decade history," the New York Times reported in its examination of the treasure trove of Hamas documents discovered in Gaza. "Minutes of Hamas's secret meetings, seized by the Israeli military ... provide a detailed record of the planning for the Oct. 7 terrorist attack, as well as Mr. Sinwar's determination to persuade Hamas's allies, Iran and Hezbollah, to join the assault or at least commit to a broader fight with Israel if Hamas staged a surprise cross-border raid."
In case there was a scintilla of doubt, the documents confirm that -- far from a "liberation" effort -- Hamas's vicious attack was the first step in a planned genocide. The documents reiterate that Hamas sought the "collapse" of the Jewish state, worked in concert with Iran (Iranian leaders denied this) and prepared to sacrifice Gazan civilians.
Likewise, The Post's report on the documents revealed: "Years before the Oct. 7, 2023, attack, Hamas's leaders plotted a far deadlier wave of terrorist assaults against Israel -- potentially including a Sept. 11-style toppling of a Tel Aviv skyscraper -- while they pressed Iran to assist in helping achieve their vision of annihilating the Jewish state, according to documents seized by Israeli forces in Gaza." Hamas's patron, Iran, called Israel "anti-human," echoing millennia of Jew-hatred. The Post confirmed, "Iranian officials have publicly supported Hamas's avowed goal for the destruction of Israel, and they expressed no reservations about the methods used on Oct. 7." Destruction. Annihilating. There can be no doubt Iran and its proxies aimed to eradicate Jews in the region.
This impressive reporting, vital to our understanding of the conflict, clarifies that protesters celebrating Oct. 7 and painting Hamas as heroic martyrs (not merely advocating for Palestinian self-determination) have thrown their lot in with genocide.
As Fox News found out in its $787 million settlement with Dominion Voting Systems, falsely accusing someone of taking part in a "stolen" election can be expensive. Last week, Ruby Freeman and Wandrea "Shaye" Moss -- two Georgia election workers who were targeted by Trump, his minions and right-wing media -- settled their lawsuit against the right-wing Gateway Pundit, which "wrote a series of articles about the 2020 presidential election amplifying spurious claims that Freeman, Moss and former Dominion Voting Systems executive Eric Coomer helped rig the 2020 election in favor of Joe Biden," The Post reported. The settlement is confidential, but the apology, a complete renunciation of the "big lie" in Georgia, was published on Gateway Pundit's website:
The two women previously won a $148 million jury verdict stemming from the same events against Trump's former lawyer Rudy Giuliani.
Trump's claims about a stolen election, including his loss in Georgia, are central in the pending Jan. 6 criminal case. We do not know whether the indictment will survive the Supreme Court's protective blanket of immunity or, if it does, whether a jury will find beyond a reasonable doubt that he violated one or more laws. What we do know -- from the Jan. 6 committee, the Justice Department prosecution and multiple civil suits -- is that Trump's attempted coup was based on an egregious lie that Biden did not win (a lie that Vance winked at as recently as Sunday).
Freeman and Moss got a measure of justice. The American people still wait for theirs.
Next week, I'll have my online chat, so please submit your questions. Questions submitted after next Wednesday will go to my next Mailbag newsletter.
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Trump asks for delayed release of appendix in Jan. 6 prosecution
Trump's legal team asked a judge to delay releasing the appendix until after the November election, when Trump is due to file a response to the special counsel.
By Spencer Hsu | 2024-10-17

Rioters climb the West Wall of the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. (Jose Luis Magana/AP)


Attorneys for Donald Trump asked a judge on Thursday to postpone until after the Nov. 5 election the release of source documents for special counsel Jack Smith's massive legal brief arguing why the former president can be criminally prosecuted for trying to subvert the results of the 2020 election.
U.S. District Judge Tanya S. Chutkan had given Trump's defense until Thursday to weigh its legal options before she ordered the release of a four-part appendix -- with potentially significant redactions -- listing the sources of quotes and information to support Smith's earlier filing, which argued that Trump should still face trial despite the Supreme Court's July ruling establishing that former presidents have broad immunity from criminal prosecution for their official acts.
In a seven-page defense filing Thursday, Trump's lawyers asked Chutkan not to release the appendix for about four weeks, until Nov. 14. That date would mean the former president could first file his own blockbuster immunity briefing up of 180 pages -- a response to Smith's filing  -- with its own appendix of sources. Trump's team argued that doing so would reduce, but not eliminate, the poison of "a one-sided prosecutorial narrative that is being used for political purposes by the incumbent administration."
"If the Court immediately releases the Special Counsel's cherry-picked documents, potential jurors will be left with a skewed, one-sided, and inaccurate picture of this case," Trump's team wrote. They added, "Whether or not the Special Counsel is politically motivated, the asymmetric release of charged allegations and related documents during early voting creates a concerning appearance of election interference."
The immunity litigation is a key part of the criminal case alleging Trump illegally attempted to overturn Joe Biden's electoral victory. Smith's filing revealed new details of the evidence gathered by investigators in a bid to salvage the case after the Supreme Court's landmark immunity decision. Smith also brought a trimmed-down and modified 36-page indictment, hoping to alleviate some of the court's concerns.
Prosecutors in their explosive Oct. 2 filing asserted that when Trump lost the election "he resorted to crimes to try to stay in office," and operated in his private capacity as a candidate, not as president. The filing cited scores of witnesses and a handful of co-conspirators with whom it alleged Trump "extensively used private actors and his campaign infrastructure to attempt to overturn the election results."
Trump lawyers John Lauro and Todd Blanche had earlier asked the judge to keep the appendix hidden from public view. "There should be no further disclosures at this time of the so-called 'evidence' that the special counsel's Office has unlawfully cherry-picked and mischaracterized -- during early voting in the 2024 Presidential election -- in connection with an improper Presidential immunity filing that has no basis in criminal procedure or judicial precedent," they wrote.
But in an Oct. 10 order, Chutkan said Trump's lawyers identified "no specific substantive objections to particular proposed redactions," as she said they had failed to do before the release of Smith's broader filing. Chutkan again found that his defense's "blanket objections to further unsealing are without merit," and that its concern with the political consequences on his 2024 Republican presidential campaign "is not a cognizable legal prejudice."
The appendix could include information and quotations from public material -- such as congressional Jan. 6 witness transcripts -- but information from nonpublic sources such as grand jury transcripts, witness interview reports and sealed search warrant returns would likely remain redacted.
No trial date has been set as the case as immunity litigation is expected to continue into December, and any ruling is likely to make its way back to the Supreme Court. If Trump wins the election, he is widely expected to order the Justice Department to end the case.
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Former election worker sues Va. AG, alleging politically-motivated prosecution
The office of Virginia Attorney General Jason Miyares did not immediately return a request for comment Thursday. 
By Emily Davies | 2024-10-17

Virginia Attorney General Jason Miyares (R). (Eric Lee for The Washington Post) 


The former head of a Virginia county elections office has sued the state's Attorney General and members of his office, saying they intentionally brought baseless corruption charges against her to further their political agenda and justify the creation of a controversial election integrity unit.
The criminal case against Michele White, who was Prince William County's registrar during the 2020 election, fizzled last winter when Virginia Attorney General Jason S. Miyares (R) dropped the charges weeks before trial. He alleged key witnesses had changed their accounts of what happened, according to court documents, precluding her prosecution for felony counts of corrupt conduct and making a false statements, as well as a misdemeanor charge of willful neglect of duty by an election official.
But the damage against White had already been done, lawyers argued in a civil complaint filed Thursday in the Eastern District of Virginia. Her decades-long career evaporated in the fallout to an unprecedented election cycle defined by a global pandemic and political grievances, the suit alleges. The complaint casts Miyares's whole case against her as a sham -- and part of a groundswell of attacks against election workers spurred by backers of former president Trump and meant to erode trust in democracy.
Miyares's office did not immediately return a request for comment Thursday. His office has never offered a full public accounting of the allegations against White. In a previous hearing, his lawyers accused her of altering the results of the 2020 presidential election in the state election reporting system known as VERIS and mishandling absentee ballots.
White's attorneys allege Miyares and his team violated her constitutional rights by charging her without probable cause.
Attacks against election workers across the country have intensified since Trump looked to undermine the results of the 2020 election by casting doubt on the integrity of the process. Election offices have been sent letters containing fentanyl. Poll workers have been confronted by armed voters. And in some swing states expected to decide the upcoming election, threats against local officials have compelled offices to install bulletproof glass.
A signal of the increasing severity of safety concerns, the Justice Department expanded its efforts to address political violence and, as part of that effort, brought charges against about 20 people -- saying their threats against officials running the 2020 and 2022 elections conveyed serious intent to act.
"As election officials, we are super critically important and civil servants," White said in an interview with The Post. "We don't deserve to be treated this way."
The case comes as tension across the state is reaching fever pitch before the Nov. 5 presidential election. Last week, the Justice Department sued Virginia over a state program that federal officials said systematically sought to remove people from voting rolls too close to the election date. Also this month, top Republican election officials in a small, red-leaning Shenandoah Valley city about 30 miles west of Charlottesville said they will refuse to certify the results of the election unless the city's ballots are counted by hand.
The suit filed Thursday alleges Miyares and his investigators fabricated a case against White to validate and justify the creation of the Election Integrity Unit -- a team created to push stricter enforcement of voting laws despite a lack of widespread issues with voter fraud or other irregularities in the state.
Miyares announced the unit a day after White was indicted, forming it from what the complaint said were lawyers who lacked experienced in election law. At the time, Virginia's Republican Party pointed to White's case as evidence the new unit was needed.
As of Thursday, the lawsuit states, the unit had only prosecuted one election official: White.
"Michele White, a distinguished elected official in Virginia with nearly twenty years of service, became the innocent victim of this unjust campaign," lawyers said in court documents.
The state's Department of Elections has not reported evidence of compromised results in recent election cycles.
The net result of the alleged errors in the data was an undercount for the county of 1,648 votes for Biden and an overcount of 2,327 votes for Trump -- in a state Biden won by more than 400,000, the complaint states. Those errors, lawyers for White allege, were in large part the result of human error and, in one case, occurred because of changes made without White's knowledge.
The complaint alleges that two investigators in Miyares's office "cut corners and ignored evidence in a manner inconsistent with an intent to arrive at the truth." Mark P. Almeida and Howard Mulholland, the investigators, were individually sued as part of the case. They could not be immediately reached.
Lawyers also said in court documents that Miyares and Joshua Lief -- the office's former senior assistant attorney general, who is a party to the suit -- worked closely with groups aligned with the "Stop the Steal" movement to launch the unit. The suit alleges that the top prosecutors met with leaders of the movement before the unit's creation and coordinated with them in advance of the public announcement.
Lief did not immediately respond to request for comment. Miyares has defended the unit at the time as "simply a restructuring of lawyers, paralegals and investigators" to "more efficiently work with the election community." Miyares has also said that Biden won the 2020 presidential election and that there was not widespread voter fraud in Virginia.
White said she started working in elections two decades ago in Culpeper County, when her 92-year-old neighbor who served as the general registrar asked for help operating computers.
In 2015, she became the Prince William County registrar, a role that involves overseeing voter registration and helping to administer elections in the state. In 2020, it also meant managing a race with historic turnout, a shortage of poll workers and a pandemic that forced drastic changes to how and when people cast their votes.
White held that job until 2021, when she stepped down after an emergency meeting of the Prince William County Electoral Board to discuss her tenure. White previously told The Post that the board had asked for her resignation; she declined to elaborate in an interview. In the complaint, lawyers said White received a glowing review in 2020, which described her knowledge of Virginia election law as "outstanding."
White, now 53, said she has gone through "cycles of depression" since she learned of the indictment and lost what she hoped would be a long career in the government. She is seeking unspecified damages.
She said she is without health insurance and making $12 per hour with tips working odd jobs with her degree in graphic design.
Next month, her Election Day will look quite differently than it did four years ago -- when she managed a staff of 20 full-time employees and 200 part-time volunteers and election officers.
Instead, she plans to wake up, do yoga and go for a walk.
And she said she will worry, "about the welfare of the folks that are working the front lines and trying to get elections completed in a safe manner."
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D.C. AG sues major construction company, alleging pollution of waterways
Fort Myer Construction operates two asphalt plants in the District and is a preferred contractor with the city, with tens of millions of dollars in contracts over the years.
By Michael Brice-Saddler | 2024-10-17

D.C. Attorney General Brian Schwalb (D) in 2023. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


D.C. Attorney General Brian Schwalb (D) is suing Fort Myer Construction, alleging that the road-paving and construction firm -- which has received tens of millions of dollars in contracts with the city over the years -- routinely let pollutants from its Ward 5 headquarters enter the city's stormwater system, violating the city's Water Pollution Control Act.
Fort Myer Construction, founded in 1972, operates two asphalt plants in the District and is a preferred contractor with the city. The city's lawsuit alleges that Fort Myer, starting as early as 2015, allowed "contaminated runoff from its storage and maintenance yard to discharge into the district's stormwater sewer illegally, fouling district Waters -- including Springhouse Run, which flows into the National Arboretum." The suit was filed last week in D.C. Superior Court.
The lawsuit claims that D.C.'s Department of Energy and Environment (DOEE) has received numerous complaints against Fort Myer, spurring a multitude of agency investigations over the past decade at the company's 2237 33rd St. NE headquarters -- all intended to bring the company in compliance with the Water Pollution Control Act. From 2015 until 2023, the suit claims, the DOEE found poor maintenance conditions and "at least twenty unpermitted, illegal pollutant discharges of 'greywater' (salty wastewater containing sediment and other pollutants) and petroleum into the District's stormwater system."
But even as the DOEE repeatedly asked Fort Myer to remedy the issues at its 121/2-acre facility -- which includes its headquarters, a vehicle-maintenance building and several large parking areas -- the company allegedly failed to take sufficient action.
Josh Brown, director of marketing for Fort Myer, said in an emailed statement that the company disagrees with the allegations in Schwalb's lawsuit and planned to defend its record in court.
"Fort Myer Construction is proud to be an award winning construction firm and leader in green infrastructure work," the statement said. "No construction company in the District has built more green infrastructure projects protecting our environment and making our neighborhoods more resilient to extreme weather caused by climate change."
In 2015, the DOEE ordered Fort Myer to install water-pollution-control devices at the facility and acquire a necessary discharge permit through the federal Environmental Protection Agency. In 2016, the DOEE found that Fort Myer had installed the pollution-control devices but also found that site maintenance was lackluster. And the company had not yet applied for the EPA permit, according to the suit. The permit application was later denied by the EPA because Fort Myer failed to provide an updated stormwater-prevention plan and did not submit required stormwater-monitoring reports to the DOEE, according to the lawsuit.
During a follow-up inspection in 2018, the DOEE again found that Fort Myer had failed to provide the necessary materials to secure the permit, and again observed poor housekeeping practices at the facility. These issues persisted, according to the lawsuit. During subsequent inspections in 2021 and 2022, the DOEE observed even more polluted discharge coming from the facility, the lawsuit says -- and the department also observed petroleum discharges in Springhouse Run that it traced back to Fort Myer.
Fort Myer received the EPA permit only this year, the lawsuit says -- nearly 10 years after the company was first notified about that requirement.
Schwalb's office said it is seeking financial penalties related to the company's alleged violations of the Water Pollution Control Act.
"For years, Fort Myer Construction threatened District residents' health and safety by polluting our waterways in blatant violation of environmental laws," Schwalb said in a statement Wednesday. "The company ignored repeated orders from DC agencies to clean up its facility and obtain proper permits, choosing instead to put its profits over the protection of DC's critical natural resources. My office will continue working to ensure that all businesses play by the rules, and that all Washingtonians have access to clean water."
This story has been updated to include a statement from Fort Myer Construction.
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D.C.-area forecast: After today's early chill, a warming trend
Highs are back up to near 70 this weekend.
By David Streit | 2024-10-17

Sunrise at the Jefferson Memorial on Saturday. (Jeannie in D.C./Flickr)


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
8/10: This weather won't scare! An early chill in the air warms under skies so fair.
Wow, let the good times roll! We'll have a few clouds today and a lingering chill, but it marks the beginning of a warming trend. Starting Friday, we've got the all-clear through the weekend with perfectly mild temperatures.
Today (Thursday): Early risers, look to the west for the setting Hunter's super moon. Broken clouds from a developing storm offshore may linger into midmorning, but we should be all clear by afternoon. The early-morning chill will give way to a less brisk afternoon, with highs in the upper 50s to lower 60s. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Again, in the growing twilight, look to the west for the comet A3 cruising above the horizon. It should be with us for the next few nights and then gone for 80,000 years! Skies will be perfectly clear for the viewing. Temperature tumble overnight with a risk of frost in the colder suburbs. Lows are mainly in the mid-30s to lower 40s. Confidence: High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend...




Tomorrow (Friday): Lots of sun and light breezes. As the Atlantic storm pulls farther away, our temperatures should warm to highs in the upper 60s to lower 70s. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: Clear skies hold and temperatures again drop quickly with lows in the upper 30s to mid-40s. Confidence: High
Saturday and Sunday are more than nice. Tons of sun and minimal breezes produce highs in the upper 60s to lower 70s. Since it is dry, temperatures still drop quickly in the evenings. Jackets required! Overnight lows are mainly low to mid-40s, but upper 30s linger in colder western spots. Confidence: High
The string of sunny days continues on Monday and Tuesday with highs in the low to mid-70s and lows mainly in the 40s. Thank you, Mother Nature! Confidence: Medium-High
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DOT announces tentative new DCA flights to San Antonio and San Diego
The two new nonstop routes are part of a compromise struck in Congress earlier this year over expanded air traffic from Reagan National Airport. 
By Rachel Weiner | 2024-10-17

A plane takes off from Reagan National Airport in 2023. (Graeme Sloan for The Washington Post)


Five airlines have gotten tentative approval from the Department of Transportation for new nonstop round-trip flights out of Reagan National Airport, the agency announced Wednesday, part of a controversial expansion of air traffic in the D.C. area. For the first time, it will be possible to fly from Arlington, Va., to San Antonio or San Diego.
National and Washington Dulles International Airport are the only two major commercial airports created by Congress, and the number and distance of flights at the smaller airport are controlled by federal lawmakers. The airport and local members of Congress opposed adding any flights, citing concerns over space on National's runway and complaints about noise as planes take off and land.
But Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Tex.), hoping for a direct flight to San Antonio, successfully pushed through an agreement for five new daily round-trip flights.
The Transportation Department's role is just to decide which airlines and cities will get those slots. These are the tentative winners, subject to appeals from airlines that were not chosen:
The times for the new flights are still undetermined; in its announcement, the FAA noted that several slots between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m. are already fully booked.
There are already direct flights from National to Las Vegas, San Francisco and Seattle, but not enough to meet customer demand, according to the DOT analysis. A proposed Spirit Airlines route to San Jose, Calif. -- a city not currently served by DCA -- was deemed ineligible for consideration; only airlines currently operating at the airport were considered.
Southwest said its Las Vegas flight will also be "the only one-stop, no change service between DCA and Sacramento."
United actually opposed the effort to add flights to National, having invested heavily in Dulles, in Loudoun and Fairfax counties. Delta supported adding flights, hoping to compete with Alaska Airlines on the route from D.C. to Seattle, where Delta has a hub.
In filings to the DOT, United said that "while it was not supportive of expanding access to DCA due to concerns regarding airport capacity and congestion, its proposed service would offer consumer benefits while mitigating operational impacts" because the flights would leave very early in the morning and return late in the evening.
No new long-distance flights have been added at National since 2012. Proposals initially suggested as many as 28 new round-trip routes. But the Federal Aviation Administration warned that adding a significant number of flights at National would probably lead to more delays at an airport where 1 in 5 flights are already late. National was built to handle 15 million annual passengers but now sees about 25 million, and the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority has tried to steer more long-distance travelers toward Dulles.
"Making the nation's busiest runway even busier is a bad idea," the airport authority said at the time.
A compromise was struck in Congress for the modest expansion earlier this year, over the objections of lawmakers from the D.C. area.
"For the first time in more than 10 years, air travelers have new direct flight options to and from our nation's capital at DCA," said Brian Walsh, spokesman for the Delta-backed Capital Access Alliance. "These five new flights will result in more competition and are a tremendous win for consumers."
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After Post report, Md. health secretary says changes coming to mental hospital
Maryland's health secretary told employees that the allegations are a "serious concern" and described what the department is doing to fix problems.
By Katie Mettler | 2024-10-16

Exterior of Clifton T. Perkins Hospital Center. (Kim Hairston/Baltimore Sun)


Maryland's top health official told employees in a letter Wednesday that she is implementing reforms to address "critical deficiencies" at the state's maximum security psychiatric hospital, a move that comes in the wake of a Washington Post investigation into chronic understaffing and violence at the facility.
The letter from Health Secretary Laura Herrera Scott said that the allegations raised by the Post investigation were "of serious concern" to her and the administration of Gov. Wes Moore (D), and that officials were conducting a "top-to-bottom review and investigation into all aspects of policy and procedure" at Clifton T. Perkins Hospital Center.
The Post detailed how officials had ignored employee complaints about staffing and other issues at the facility for years, and how violence escalated in 2023, Moore's first year in office, when patients brawled, a patient was raped by his roommate and another patient died under suspicious circumstances. The death prompted Maryland State Police to launch an investigation into possible criminal medical neglect that was ultimately closed without anyone being charged.
"The Maryland Department of Health is fully committed to the safety and security of both employees and the patients that we serve at Clifton T. Perkins Hospital Center," Herrera Scott wrote.
The letter could be a harbinger of increased scrutiny on Perkins. Separately, patient advocacy organization Disability Rights Maryland is conducting an independent investigation into issues at the facility, and State Sen. Clarence Lam (D), co-chair of the General Assembly's joint oversight committee on state personnel and fair practices, called for Herrera Scott to come before lawmakers in a public setting -- in a briefing or hearing -- to answer questions on the problems at Perkins.
"This exemplifies an abysmal failure of leadership that spans multiple administrations and multiple levels of leadership in the department that really begs the question of why this wasn't addressed sooner," Lam said in an interview. "It's unconscionable that the state allowed this to fester for this long."
"Because there's some deep-rooted problems that have obviously manifested themselves here and they've become public," the lawmaker added, "I don't think it's sufficient to simply provide background briefings or written responses to address the concerns that have arisen."

Maryland State Sen. Clarence Lam, a Democrat, speaks during debate in Annapolis on March 5. (Brian Witte/AP)


Herrera Scott said that recent internal investigations at Perkins, some of which she had previously acknowledged came as a result of the Post's findings, revealed a "severe lack of oversight" at the hospital and a "failure to follow standardized incident reporting procedures and protocols that obfuscated serious, life-threatening incidents." In one instance, after a 40-year-old mother named Martina Morgan died, police alleged that Perkins's leadership failed to comply with a request to preserve surveillance footage that might have captured staffers' actions that night.
An internal probe by the state's Office of Health Care Quality -- which included a review of Morgan's care and medical records -- found two violations of state law and five violations of standard procedures on issues related to patient care, hospital safety, staff medical training and recordkeeping.
Herrera Scott said in the letter that the Health Department hired a third-party evaluator, the National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors, to audit Perkins. She also said she plans to hire a clinical director who will report directly to her and provide medical oversight at Perkins and the state's other psychiatric hospitals and juvenile facilities.
Herrera Scott's letter said clinical oversight "eroded under the prior administration," seeming to point to officials who worked during the tenure of Gov. Larry Hogan (R), who was in office from 2015 to 2023 and is now running for U.S. Senate. A spokesperson for Hogan did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday night. Herrera Scott was appointed by Moore.
Perkins, a 289-bed facility in Jessup, Md., houses people who have been accused of committing serious felony crimes but, because of serious mental illness, have been found not criminally responsible for their actions or incompetent to stand trial.
The Post report on the psychiatric hospital, which published Wednesday, highlighted chronic issues related to staff and patient safety from 2020 to 2024, including violent staff assaults, high employee turnover, security understaffing and persistent challenges stopping contraband drugs from entering the hospital, including K2, marijuana and suboxone.
The Post found that for years, state officials failed to address complaints from hospital employees about safety and the leadership of former Perkins CEO Scott Moran, many of which were flagged to the facility's leadership and state government officials under both Hogan and Moore's administrations.
Those complaints included concerns over the management and behavior of Moran, according to documents obtained by The Post and interviews with more than two dozen people with knowledge of the problems at Perkins. The Post investigation found that under Moran, who worked for the state from 2019 to 2024, safety conditions at the hospital had deteriorated, those people said.
Moran, 54, was terminated in May after he was accused of making threats and sending "racially suggestive messages" to two colleagues, both people of color, in early February. The messages, which followed a disciplinary action Moran faced, prompted his colleagues to obtain a restraining order that banned him from Perkins and other health department properties.
In a statement for The Post's previous report, Moran denied creating a hostile work environment during his four years in Perkins leadership, but he expressed remorse for his alleged actions in the restraining order, saying through his attorney that he was experiencing "stress-related mental health issues."
Herrera Scott promoted Moran to CEO in 2023. She said in an interview that she did so on the advice of outgoing officials, and she would have never elevated him if she knew then what she knows now.

Maryland Health Secretary Laura Herrera Scott speaks at a news conference in Annapolis in 2023. (Brian Witte/AP)


In her letter, Herrera Scott said the department has launched a nationwide search for a new CEO at Perkins.
Moran's boss, Dwain Shaw, has been serving as acting CEO since Moran departed.
The Maryland Board of Physicians opened an investigation into Moran in March, then in September suspended the doctor's medical license for a year as part of a consent order. The investigation's findings did not mention any incidents beyond the allegations of the February restraining order.
A spokesperson for the Board declined to comment on The Post's investigation, including whether additional charges could be brought against the doctor, and said in a statement that board investigations are confidential.
The National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors conducted their first site visit at Perkins last week, spending Oct. 8 and Oct. 9 meeting with employees. The Health Department said the evaluators have been asked to audit the hospital's leadership team; medical treatment programs; the security apparatus; employee and patient morale; and culture and patient complaints.
The evaluators plan to meet with Disability Rights Maryland, which told The Post in a statement it has "grave concerns about a number of issues affecting patients at Perkins" that "change in leadership has not abated." The Health Department said that a report with "key findings and recommendations" from evaluators is due by Jan. 1, and that state officials are "committed" to sharing those with the public "while also protecting patient medical information."
Representatives from AFSCME Maryland, the state employees union, met with the evaluators last week.
Union president, Patrick Moran, said his members are "cautiously optimistic" by Herrera Scott's intervention at Perkins and praised Health Department leaders for asking for staff input, something "they haven't done in the past."
"That's a big shift," Moran said. "I'm going to give the secretary credit. She is getting her arms around things. But we are watching."
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D.C.'s new pandas eating, sleeping and showing glimpses of personality
Bao Li and Qing Bao, a pair of 3-year-old pandas, arrived at the National Zoo on Tuesday.
By Juan Benn Jr. | 2024-10-17

Bao Li, left, and Qing Bao, both 3-year-year-old giant pandas, are getting used to their new home. (Roshan Patel/Smithsonian's National Zoo & Conservation Biology Institute)


Two new residents woke up with the rest of Washington, D.C., this week, hungry and ready to settle in.
Staff at the Smithsonian's National Zoo said Bao Li and Qing Bao, a pair of 3-year-old giant pandas, are acclimating to their new home in the nation's capital after traveling 8,250 miles from China.
"They're eating and are sleeping," said Michael Brown-Palsgrove, curator of Asia Trail and the giant pandas -- signs, he says, of "well-adjusted" and "active" bears.
The pandas are continuing a 50-year-plus effort the National Zoo has with China to conserve, study, and exhibit giant pandas. After a flight into Dulles International Airport, they arrived Tuesday at the zoo, where some panda fans were waiting outside.
But adoring fans will have to wait a few months for a glimpse of the bears. Like any new addition to the zoo, the pair will quarantine for 30 days as caretakers check them for transmittable worms or parasites. Once they're cleared, they will be given individual access to the yards in the newly renovated panda compound, giving them a chance to get used to their habitat and the sounds of their keepers. They will make their public debut Jan. 24.
During a media event Wednesday, the zoo said there are already signs of the bears' personalities. Brown-Palsgrove called Bao Li, a male, precocious and "a little bit playful." He is the son of Bao Bao, a female giant panda who was born at the zoo in 2013, and the grandson of Mei Xiang and Tian Tian, the zoo's most recent panda couple residents.
The female, Qing Bao, is more shy, Brown-Palsgrove said.
Mei Xiang, 25, and Tian Tian, 26, and their offspring, Xiao Qi Ji, returned to China last November under a previous agreement. All giant pandas in U.S. zoos are owned or leased by China, which requires the animals and their cubs to return to the country after the time is up.
After their departure, there was concern the program might be in jeopardy, in part, because of complicated and sometimes tense relations between the United States and China.
But in May, the zoo announced two new pandas would be coming on a 10-year lease, ending in April 2034, during which the zoo will pay the China Wildlife and Conservation Association $1 million a year.

Giant pandas Qing Bao and Bao Li arrive at Dulles International Airport on Tuesday. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)



Craig Rudolph, the zoo's supervisory horticulturist, is shown in the renovated panda area. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Despite the many "conversations back-and-forth" leading to the agreement, including discussions on enclosure enhancements and the program's future, Zoo director Brandie Smith always believed pandas would return to Washington.
"When you work with pandas, you deal with optimism," she said. "And so, I was sure in my heart that we would bring pandas back to the National Zoo because it is such a successful program."
Over the years, four giant panda cubs have been born at the zoo.
The New York Times published an investigation the same day the pandas touched down in Washington, citing experts who say the animals are mistreated and exploited for institutional prestige and financial gain in zoos around the world. The article pointed to artificial insemination practices some said were harmful to the bears.
Brown-Palsgrove said the protocols mentioned in the Times article were "outdated," and he "would have no concerns" if the zoo had to go down the artificial insemination route with the advances that have been made in the technology today.
Both pandas are sexually immature, meaning it will be "several years" until they attempt to breed, he said.
Michael E. Ruane contributed to this report.
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Maryland mom acquitted in death of teen who wasted away to 79 pounds 
Cynthia Moore, 41, was found guilty of six counts of neglect of her surviving minor children.
By Dan Morse | 2024-10-17

The Montgomery County townhouse of Cynthia and Dominique Moore in 2022. They were charged in the 2022 death of their 17-year-old child, Morgan. (Dan Morse/The Washington Post) 


A Maryland woman accused of isolating her seven minor children inside a squalid Montgomery County townhouse was acquitted on charges she caused one of their deaths, a judge ruled Wednesday, while finding the mother guilty of six counts of neglect for her treatment of the remaining minor children.
Cynthia Moore, 41, showed little reaction as Circuit Judge Jill Cummins delivered her verdict. The acquittal for second-degree murder spared Moore of up to 40 years in prison. She faces up to 30 years in prison for the neglect counts, though state guidelines -- while not binding -- suggest a far shorter term. Moore is scheduled to return to court for sentencing on Jan. 22.
Moore's seven-day trial, which ended last week, peeled back horrific conditions in a townhouse in Montgomery Village that was largely cut off from the outside world. Moore ostensibly home-schooled her children, according to the judge, but didn't teach them. Dog and cat feces covered the floors. Moore kept the refrigerator door locked. The children -- as young as 4 -- were discouraged from seeking friends and had not been taught how to bathe, according to testimony during the trial.
"This court finds that the children had all been socially isolated and kept inside the home 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and were intentionally precluded by their mother from having personal interactions with anyone other than their siblings and parents," Cummins ruled, adding, "These children have been traumatized by the actions and inactions of this defendant."
But the top charge in the case -- that Moore's neglect also amounted to the murder of one of her children, Morgan, who wasted away to 79 pounds in the townhouse -- was not supported by Maryland law, Cummins ruled. Nor was a lesser count prosecutors had asked for as well: involuntary manslaughter.
Moore's attorneys "correctly argued that causation is an essential element" for both counts, Cummins said. She cited the testimony of two esteemed physicians who could not determine a definitive cause of Morgan's death, Cummins said.
"There was no evidence presented that had Morgan received some medical care, whether it had been six months, three months, one month, one week or one day prior to his death, that he would have survived," Cummins said.
The judge cited a string of court cases that spoke to causation in murder and involuntary manslaughter cases. One, from 1959, read in part: "No matter how regrettable the child's death nor how gross the defendant's negligence may have been, the defendants cannot be held criminally responsible unless there was a causal connection between their negligence and the death that ensued."
Moore's husband, Dominique Moore, faces the same charges his wife faced, and is scheduled to be tried next month, according to court records.
Cynthia Moore and her attorneys earlier elected to have the case tried in front of Cummins rather than a jury. They declined to say why. But defense attorneys sometimes make that choice in emotional cases such as alleged child abuse. The thinking: Judges will view the evidence more dispassionately and stick with how it relates to law.
Cummins's ruling Wednesday on second-degree murder and involuntary manslaughter came after defense attorneys asked for a judgment of acquittal.
As it related to the murder and involuntary manslaughter counts, "the verdict was consistent with the law," one of Moore's attorneys, Roberto Martinez, said after the ruling Wednesday. "Even with the prosecution's own evidence, there was too much uncertainty and insufficient evidence to show Ms. Moore's conduct caused the death of her child."
As for the neglect counts, Martinez said he respected the judge's verdict but "respectfully disagreed" with her characterization of the evidence and testimony from the trial.
A spokesperson for the Montgomery County State's Attorney's Office expressed disappointment.
"We stand by the charges filed by the state in this case and are disappointed with this verdict," said the spokesperson, Lauren DeMarco. "We will reserve further comment at this time as there is a co-defendant with pending charges."
The trial centered in large part on the tragic death of Morgan, 17. On May 10, 2022, a family member called 911 after he had stopped breathing. Paramedics could not revive him.
Part of the neglect of Morgan's siblings -- from 4 to 15 years old -- involved them having to watch the paramedics work on Morgan and watch him deteriorate in months prior, Cummins said.
"They were forced to endure and watch as their sibling Morgan withered away and became sicker and sicker over the course of six months," Cummins said. "They watched their sibling go from walking to using crutches to using a wheelchair to immobility."
And they had to see him quit eating and eventually quit breathing.
"When paramedics and responding police officers asked both parents to remove the children so that they did not witness the scene, neither parent did anything to shield their children from watching their sibling die at their feet," Cummins said.

An evidence photo from the townhouse where the Moore family lived. (Montgomery County Circuit Court records) 


Prosecutors Lauren Fetsch and Sheila Bagheri argued that Moore had committed second-degree "depraved heart murder," because she'd shown an "extreme indifference to the value of human life" by ignoring Morgan's failing health for seven months. As Morgan deteriorated inside the townhouse, the prosecutors said, Moore gave him Tylenol, Tums, milk of magnesia and melatonin.
"She decided to let him die," Fetsch said. "She watched her child die, slowly ... every single day for seven months."
But Martinez and Moore's other attorney, Clare Carlson, said that whatever failings Moore had as a parent, they should be seen in the context of someone struggling to care for seven minor children without health insurance -- and someone who hardly tried to cause Morgan's death.

An evidence photo from the townhouse where the Moore family lived. (Montgomery County Circuit Court records) 


Among Moore's concerns as Morgan got more sick, the attorneys argued, was that seeking outside help might trigger a Child Protective Services investigation and she could lose custody of her children.
"The truth here is complicated," Carlson said during closing arguments. "It's not black and white."
In her verdict Wednesday, Cummins kept coming back to Moore's treatment and neglect of her children.
"The defendant taught her children that if they went to school, they would be sexually assaulted, beat up and die, which is mental terrorism," the judge said. "They were taught not to trust people. ... The children did not know how to bathe. The children were afraid of water. They did not brush their teeth as they did not know how to brush their teeth."
Cummins said that only after Morgan quit breathing, and only after paramedics were called, did the condition inside the townhouse become known.
"It is difficult to acknowledge," she said, "but sadly, sadly but for the death of Morgan, the plight of these children at the hands of their mother would remain unknown."
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Trump can be charged with obstruction after high court ruling, filing says
Special counsel Jack Smith said in a new filing that a Supreme Court ruling tossing an obstruction count against some Jan. 6, 2021, defendants does not help Trump. 
By Spencer Hsu, Perry Stein | 2024-10-17

Violent protesters storm the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. (John Minchillo/AP)


A Supreme Court ruling in June dealt a blow to the Jan. 6 prosecutions: More than 100 of the people at the Capitol riot, the high court said, had been improperly charged with obstructing an official proceeding.
But Donald Trump was not among them, because he did far more than interrupt the proceedings at the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, special counsel Jack Smith asserted in a new filing Wednesday.
In the filing -- the first time Smith has formally given his view of how the Supreme Court's decision in Fischer v. United States affects the Jan. 6 prosecution of the former president -- the special counsel pointed to what he alleges were efforts by Trump and his allies to have slates of electors in states won by Joe Biden cast their vote instead for Trump. That, Smith argued, qualifies as impairment of evidence and obstruction of an official proceeding, even under the Supreme Court's new, narrower guidance.
"In language that applies directly to the allegations here, the Supreme Court explained that [the obstruction statute]'s criminal prohibition includes 'creating false evidence,'" namely "fraudulent electoral certificates," prosecutors wrote in a nine-page answer to Trump's motion to dismiss two of the four charges against him.
Contrary to Trump's claim that he bears no factual or legal responsibility for the "events on January 6," lead prosecutor James Pearce wrote, his indictment alleges that he "willfully caused his supporters to obstruct and attempt to obstruct the proceeding by summoning them to Washington, D.C., and then directing them to march to the Capitol to pressure the Vice President and legislators to reject the legitimate certificates and instead rely on the fraudulent electoral certificates."
The filing was the latest attempt by prosecutors to show that Trump can still be prosecuted for his efforts to overturn the results of the 2020 election by using knowingly false claims about election fraud to obstruct the government's processes for collecting, counting and certifying the vote. That prosecution has been clouded by two Supreme Court rulings earlier this year, one in July that found that former presidents enjoy broad immunity from criminal prosecution for their official acts, even after leaving office, and the other -- Fischer -- in late June that ruled that prosecutors overreached by charging certain Capitol riot defendants with the obstruction offense.
Wednesday's argument by prosecutors was not a surprise. Even before the Supreme Court took up the Fischer case, involving a riot defendant named Joseph W. Fischer, Smith's team had argued that preventing Congress from validating state electoral certificates would constitute obstruction under a narrower view of its scope, particularly where "the criminal conduct included falsifying electoral certificates and transmitting them to Congress."
In the high court's 6-3 ruling this year, the majority said it was possible to violate the law "by creating false evidence -- rather than altering incriminating evidence."
Trump lawyer Emil Bove on Oct. 3 had renewed a defense motion to dismiss the obstruction count and a related conspiracy count, asserting that the high court barred prosecutors from using the obstruction offense as a "catchall" to criminalize otherwise lawful activities by a political opponent. The defense argued that prosecutors could not show proof of evidence impairment "coupled with corrupt intent."
"Once stripped of President Trump's official acts subject to immunity and protected First Amendment political advocacy, the Superseding Indictment lacks sufficient factual allegations to support either element," Bove wrote. "President Trump expressed sincere and valid concerns about the integrity of the 2020 election pursuant to his authority as the Chief Executive. He was part of open, public discussion regarding use of contingent slates of electors in a manner consistent with historical practice and contemplated by the then-existing version of the Electoral Count Act."
Separately on Wednesday, Trump's trial judge, U.S. District Judge Tanya S. Chutkan, largely rejected Trump's request to force the government to hand over more materials as part of the discovery process.
Trump's legal team has demanded that Smith be required to produce more discovery as the defense lawyers challenge claims that certain allegations in the indictment can still be prosecuted under the Supreme Court's expanded definition of presidential immunity.
Chutkan said that the government has mostly met its discovery requirements, but ruled that there are some instances in which prosecutors need to respond to Trump's requests. For example, Trump has argued that it's possible that Vice President Mike Pence testified against Trump in the Jan. 6 case because he feared he could be prosecuted in a separate federal probe into whether Pence potentially mishandled materials after leaving office. The Justice Department closed the investigation and did not charge Pence.
The judge said the special counsel should turn over the relevant documents from the Pence investigation and the decision not to charge him.
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Prince George's officer won't be charged in fatal shooting
The Maryland Attorney General's Office declined to prosecute Prince George's County police officer Braxton Shelton in the fatal shooting of Melvin Jay.
By Jasmine Hilton, Katie Mettler | 2024-10-16

The apartment complex where Prince George's County police shot 31-year-old Melvin Jay. (Jasmine Hilton/TWP)


The Maryland Attorney General's Office will not pursue criminal charges against a Prince George's County police officer who fatally shot a man inside his Suitland, Md., apartment earlier this year while responding to a reported home burglary in progress.
After a months-long investigation, the state's Independent Investigations Division, an arm of the attorney general's office, said Officer Braxton Shelton didn't commit a crime when, within six seconds of arriving at the apartment, he shot 31-year-old Melvin Jay in the face.
Jay died at the scene.
At the time, Jay's family decried the shooting and called for a "thorough and independent" investigation. In a statement Tuesday, their attorney said the family's fight "is not over."
The state's independent investigations division was created in 2021, as part of a host of criminal justice reforms passed by state lawmakers after the killings of several Black people by police in Maryland and across the nation.
One of those deaths was in Prince George's, when an on-duty officer fatally shot 43-year-old William Green six times while he was seated inside a police cruiser with his hands cuffed behind his back. The officer was charged with murder -- the first time in the county's history -- but a jury later found him not guilty.
The police killing of Jay marks the first time the attorney general's office has investigated a fatal shooting by a Prince George's County police officer since Green was killed and the IID office was created.
The attorney general's office outlined its decision not to charge Shelton in a 16-page report released Tuesday, which included statements from Shelton about why he fired his gun that night -- the first time the public has heard the officer's account of the fatal shooting.
Shelton told investigators he acted in self-defense.
The report also included new information about the events that precipitated the fatal shooting on Feb. 1 at the Windham Creek Apartments in the 5100 block of Suitland Road.
Initially, police said that the apartment's leaseholder reported to 911 about 5:20 p.m. that a neighbor had called him to say that someone was breaking into his apartment. The caller told the dispatcher he was calling from a firehouse, where he was "getting taken care of" for an injury, but that he would be heading back to his apartment soon.
"I got somebody breaking and entering in my house," the caller said, stating that the alleged thief was taking something out of the apartment.
"I need the police there right now," the caller said, "they breaking in my house."
The caller did not tell the dispatcher that his roommate, Jay, and Jay's brother also were at the apartment.
In their newly released report Tuesday, the attorney general's office clarified that Jay and the 911 caller knew the intruder, who had threatened to come to the Windham Creek apartment that day. Investigators also said that it was Jay who had called the leaseholder to warn him of the intrusion.
In the report, authorities said that between about 5:23 and 5:27 p.m., three things happened: The intruder was seen on surveillance footage taking items from the apartment and loading them into a vehicle in the complex's parking lot. The leaseholder, whose name was not released by police, was calling 911. Soon after the 911 call ended, the leaseholder called Jay to say he'd notified police of the intrusion.
As the intruder pulled away from the Windham Creek apartment, Shelton was arriving -- knowing only what the 911 dispatcher had relayed: that he was responding to a "burglary in progress" call. Shelton was not given a description of the suspect, according to the report.
Body-camera footage shows Shelton approaching the apartment door, which was slightly ajar.
The officer did not wait for backup and did not announce he was there -- or that he was with the police department -- before he pushed open the door, gun drawn, and entered the apartment, according to the video.
Jay was facing away from the front door when the uniformed officer began yelling repeatedly for him to show his hands, according to the body-camera footage.
When Jay began rounding around a corner to walk toward the kitchen, the video shows, Shelton yelled again: "Bring your a -- over here!"
Then Shelton, who still had not identified himself, followed Jay around the corner with his gun raised in one hand.
"Show me your ... hands," Shelton yells with an expletive.
"Show me your --" the officer continued, cut short by the piercing pop of his own gun, firing one shot at Jay.
According to the report, Shelton told investigators that while Jay was in the kitchen, he had heard a "ding" that "sounded like metal on metal," according to the report. Shelton alleged that Jay reached into the kitchen sink and turned toward the officer "with his arms at chest level." That's when Shelton fired his weapon, he told investigators.
Jay was holding a cellphone in his left hand, which he had used to start a call with his roommate who had reported the break-in, according to cellphone records, investigators said in the report.
Law enforcement recovered two handguns from the scene, one in the kitchen sink and another from Jay's jacket pocket, the investigative report said.
Investigators said in the report that Shelton had no "reasonable alternative" but to use deadly force, even though "with the benefit of perfect hindsight, we know that Mr. Jay went to the sink to discard one of the two handguns in his possession and was turning toward Officer Shelton with his hands up."
Prince George's County Police Department policies don't specify that an officer "must wait for backup before responding to a priority call," investigators said in the report. Officers are also "expected to have their handguns drawn" throughout a priority call incident, according to their training, investigators said.

Melvin Jay, who was fatally shot by Prince George's County police on Feb. 1, 2024. (Family photo)


The attorney general's office said in their report that they found Shelton's use of a handgun "reasonably necessary" to protect himself. At the time of the shooting, Shelton's thinking that Jay was the suspect of a burglary; Jay's failure to comply with Shelton's orders; and his turning toward the officer after the "metal on metal" sound near the sink were all reasons for the officer fearing for his life, the report said. Prosecutors "would be unable" to prove a homicide in the case, the report said.
But Jay's family disagrees.
"We are disappointed that the Attorney General saw this careless taking of a life as just a mistake," Andrew O. Clarke, an attorney for Jay's family, said in a statement. "Melvin was not breaking any laws that day and was killed by an aggressive police officer in a place where he should have felt safe."
The Prince George's County Police Department will continue its administrative process, according to the department. Efforts to reach Shelton on Tuesday evening were unsuccessful. He has been employed with the Prince George's County Police Department since September 2022 and was formerly with the Charles County Sheriff's Office, according to the report. He was 33 at the time of the shooting.
Shelton is on paid administrative duty, according to the department.
"It's such a tragedy; no one ever wants to see a loss of life," said Angelo Consoli, president of the union that represents Prince George's County police. "At the end of the day, we've always stood by the process and we're glad to see that it showed the officer did act within the scope of the law."
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PM Update: Cold again tonight, with some frost north and west
Advisories for frost are in effect well north and west late tonight. It'll turn somewhat milder Thursday. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-10-16

A fall scene at Dumbarton Oaks in D.C. (Jeanette Cook/Flickr) 


* Frost advisory 2 to 9 a.m. Thursday for Loudoun, northern Montgomery and north or west *
Most spots awoke to the coldest weather of fall so far this morning. Frost occurred in outer northern and western suburbs, and that's likely to be the case again tonight. Once past this round of chilly morning lows, temperatures start to turn milder with a return of 70s only a few days away.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through tonight: Clouds will diminish with sunset. It'll be partly to mostly clear tonight, and another chilly one. Really, a lot like last night, with lows ending up in the mid-30s to mid-40s most spots. Some frost is a good bet in the northern and western suburbs.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): Sun dominates the day. Temperatures mainly reach the upper 50s and lower 60s for highs. Winds will blow out of the north around 10 mph.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on X and Instagram.
Low temperatures: It got down to 45 at the urban heat island of Reagan National Airport, D.C.'s observation location. Temperatures made the 30s many locations, including 38 at Washington Dulles International Airport and 35 for Baltimore-Washington International Marshall Airport.
Low forecasts tonight are 42 for D.C., 36 at Dulles and 38 at BWI.
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'Love Is Blind' D.C. Season 7: The tension is real in Episodes 10 and 11
Personalities clash and claws come out as the D.C.-area dating experiment nears its end. Predictably, not all remaining couples are going to make it to the altar.
By Anna Lefkowitz, Marie Sanford, Valeria Viscarra Fossati, Brian Edwards | 2024-10-16
Welcome to The Washington Post's "Love Is Blind" nightcaps, where a rotating group of staff members will be offering takeaways from each episode drop. Note: These include major spoilers for Episodes 10-11.
It's drop three of "Love Is Blind" D.C.!
Will these sexy singles stay "delulu" or will they be unhappy for five to seven years? Anything could happen to Tyler Francis, 34, and Ashley Adionser, 32; Nick Dorka, 29, and Hannah Jiles, 27; Garrett Josemans, 33, and Taylor Krause, 30; Marissa George, 32, and Ramses Prashad, 35; and Alexandra Byrd, 33, and Tim Godbee, 33.
The couples met up with some single members of the Pod Squad at Crown and Crow, tried on their wedding outfits, and some of them even made it out still engaged.
Our takeaways from these two episodes:
Last week, we were shocked with Nick's inability to "adult," but this week, Hannah's own lack of maturity takes center stage. Hannah might be financially mature, but in relationships, she might as well be stuck in 10th grade. It's frustrating to have to teach someone how to boil water or where to look for the garbage disposal switch, but getting your girls to gang up on your fiance for his inability to walk a dog is just schoolyard bullying. Ever the mean girl, Hannah belittles Nick, telling him: "I think you get treated like an equal when you start contributing like an equal."
(Though, to be fair -- learn how to walk a dog.)

Hannah Jiles and Nick Dorka had tension even back in Mexico. (Netflix)


Taylor and Garrett are the heroes of this season -- their conversations are smart, their chemistry is palpable, and they seem to respect each other. Before the cast party, Garrett's text to an ex is a hiccup in the relationship, but Taylor sits down, explains her feelings, and they stay up all night discussing their issue. Tensions seem to have cooled down as Garrett meets Taylor's family, but there's just enough strain for us to worry whether they'll marry.
Ramses started this season strong with thought-provoking conversations. The internet seemed glad to see political opinions on a decidedly nonpolitical reality TV dating show, but at the end of last week's Episode 9, Ramses lost us with his refusal to use condoms and reluctance to accept Marissa's unwillingness to use hormonal birth control.
Now, he's making Marissa cook him breakfast, plan his wedding, figure out their family planning (where he seems to be more interested in his satisfaction than her health) AND go to law school with a two-hour commute? At least remember her damn birthday. It's always the guy with the bad hair.

Ramses Prashad and Marissa George have discovered opposing ideologies since leaving the pods engaged. (Netflix)



Nick Lachey and Vanessa Lachey, wearing her iconic trash bag dress, walk into living quarters in Episode 1. (Netflix)


This nightcap was written by the following staff:
Anna Lefkowitz is a designer. She's lived in D.C. for 10 years and been single for many of them, but she has no interest in examining why that is. She's watched all of "Love Is Blind," and this is the third time she will be doing so without a glass of wine.
Karla Marie Sanford is a reporter on the Well+Being desk and a member of Gen Z, which means she brings a uniquely "What's your rising sign?" vibe to the function. Fun fact: She spent the first year of her life in Silver Spring, Md., which means she has spent as much time in D.C. as the couples. This is her first time watching a complete season of "Love Is Blind."
Valeria Viscarra Fossati is a Bolivian developer specializing in AI and ML who has been living in D.C. for seven years. She has watched every season of "Love Is Blind," from Japan to Habibi. She has been dissecting reality TV with her sisters since childhood and considers herself an expert on the genre. After surviving D.C.'s dating scene, she now focuses on analyzing love from the comfort of her couch.
Brian Edwards oversees ad product strategy. He moved to D.C. two years ago from Baltimore and is keenly aware of the stereotypes associated with the dating scene and can commiserate with Marissa on the torturous two-hour commute from Baltimore. He is an LIB superfan and considers this his Super Bowl.
P.S. Hey, if you live in the D.C. area and met your significant other without using an app, tell The Post your love story!
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A novel path to affordable housing in D.C.: Lawsuit, then settlement
The settlement requires the Foster House Apartments owners to make at least 76 units there permanently affordable or pay millions in additional penalties.
By Aaron Wiener | 2024-10-16

The Foster House apartments seen in 2021. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Amid an unfolding crisis in D.C.'s affordable housing sector, the city's attorney general's office is pursuing another path to maintaining affordability in at least one troubled building: via legal action.
The attorney general's office announced Wednesday that as part of a lawsuit over alleged slum-like conditions inside the Foster House apartments in the Shaw neighborhood, it has reached a settlement with the property's owners that requires them to make at least 76 units there permanently affordable -- or pay millions of additional dollars in penalties.
New Bethel Baptist Church Housing Corporation has owned the building at 801 Rhode Island Avenue NW and rented it out to low-income residents for more than half a century. But in recent years, conditions have deteriorated at Foster House.
The Office of Attorney General filed a suit in 2021 against New Bethel and its business partner, Evergreen 801 RI Apartments LLC, which owns development rights to a parcel of land on the property, alleging numerous housing code violations. New Bethel signed two consent orders in which it pledged to make repairs but failed to do so, according to the attorney general's office.
Under the settlement, the owners will pay $1.65 million -- $650,000 in restitution to 53 harmed tenants and $1 million in penalties to D.C. -- if they can find a buyer for the building who signs an "affordability covenant" that keeps at least 76 units of affordable housing there for 30 years. At least 46 of those units would be reserved for people making less than 50 percent of the area's median income, while the rest would be for people making less than 80 percent.
Currently, only five or six of the apartments there are still occupied, with one of those tenants in the process of moving out, after the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development took the rare step of terminating its rent subsidy contract at Foster House and offering vouchers to tenants that would help them pay rent elsewhere, according to the attorney general's office.
Whoever buys the building would have to grant a right to return to any tenants who lived at Foster House as of April 2023. If the buyer redevelops the building into a larger property, additional units above the existing 76 would not be subject to affordability requirements.
If New Bethel and Evergreen can't find a buyer who commits to affordability within a year, they'll have to pay a much larger sum: more than $6 million, including $5.25 million in penalties to D.C.
Under either scenario, the owners will also pay back the more than $700,000 the attorney general's office spent on emergency repairs at Foster House while it was being overseen by a court-authorized receiver.
"This settlement is a significant win for dozens of Foster House residents and the community at large -- putting money back in tenants' pockets, holding the owners accountable for threatening tenants' health and safety, and preserving affordable housing in the rapidly developing and historic Shaw neighborhood," Attorney General Brian Schwalb (D) said in a statement.
This is the first time the attorney general's office has reached a settlement requiring this kind of affordability covenant, though a similar approach was taken once before, officials said. In 2022, the office announced a settlement that required the owner of the Hawaii-Webster Apartments in Northeast D.C. to sign a covenant that kept the apartments there rent-stabilized. But that agreement didn't include the same income restrictions as the Foster House settlement, nor was it attached to the sale of the property to new owners.
Given the challenges affordable-housing providers in D.C. have faced, it may not be easy for the Foster House owners to find a buyer who will sign an affordability covenant.
The subsidies and tax credits that typically support affordable-housing projects have largely dried up in an extremely difficult environment for low-income-housing development. But the prospect of paying a much larger fine gives New Bethel and Evergreen a strong financial incentive to locate a buyer who agrees to affordability, even at a lower sale price.
"Our goal is to have affordability on that site," said New Bethel's Rev. Dexter Nutall. "That is what the mission is. That is what it has always been. That's what the need is."
The owners have one year to enter into a sale agreement with an affordability covenant, and one year after that to close on the sale, to avoid the higher penalties.
Joe Carrol, a principal at Evergreen, said he's hopeful that the prospect of building a larger mixed-income property on the site will attract a buyer who can preserve the 76 affordable apartments.
"We think this is a unique location in Washington, D.C., with a lot of things going for it," he said. "Since this will ultimately be a mixed-income development, we believe that we have better chances than most in pulling it off."
Like other gentrifying areas of D.C., Shaw is in need of lower-priced housing.
Rowhouses and condos there routinely sell for more than $1 million after a wave of new development that has largely pushed out longer-term residents in the once predominantly Black neighborhood. That proportion of the population in Shaw has dropped from 78 percent in 1980 to less than 20 percent in 2020, according to the U.S. census.
"A lot of the Shaw community was like a family," said Ericka Malloy, the Foster House tenant association president, who lived there for 17 years before moving out in June. "And now it's becoming unaffordable for the people who are less fortunate."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/10/16/novel-path-affordable-housing-dc-lawsuit-then-settlement/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Local
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Technology
          
        

      

      Sports

      Breaking news and analysis on politics, business, world national news, entertainment more. In-depth DC, Virginia, Maryland news coverage including traffic, weather, crime, education, restaurant reviews and more.


      
        Two games in, the revamped Capitals are clicking on offense
        Read more

      

      
        Wizards rookie Bub Carrington is close to home. He knows all that entails.
        Read more

      

      
        Trinity Rodman left off USWNT roster as she continues recovery from back injury
        A key figure in the Olympic success, Rodman suffered an "intense back spasm," according to her agent, Mike Senkowski, in the Spirit's NWSL match at Kansas City on Sept. 20.

      

      
        Lane Thomas's life was uprooted midseason. He's starting to feel at home in Cleveland.
        Read more

      

      
        College football best bets: Texas should continue to roll vs. Georgia
        The top-ranked Longhorns are playing complete football right now, and it probably will be too much for the fifth-ranked Bulldogs.

      

      
        The Putin-backed strongman who threw the Paris Games into chaos
        Banned from the Games, Russia wanted to upend the Olympics. Enter Umar Kremlev and the boxing 'gender controversy.'

      

      
        Victor Wembanyama is poised for an NBA all-star leap. Who will join him?
        Ben Golliver

        Read more

      

      
        Michael Locksley's hard line: No celebrations that mimic guns
        Barry Svrluga

        His son died after being shot in the chest, so celebrations that reference guns are not funny or clever to Maryland's football coach.

      

      
        Curt Cignetti keeps it simple. What he's done at Indiana is remarkable.
        John Feinstein

        The straight-talking coach doesn't over-complicate things, and in his first season in Bloomington, the Hoosiers are off to one of their best starts ever.

      

      
        On the anniversary of Tommie Smith's protest, a sculpture brings it to life
        Kevin B. Blackistone

        Glenn Kaino's "Bridge" installation animates the protest of Tommie Smith and John Carlos while honoring the Olympic Project for Human Rights.

      

      
        With USC up next, Maryland tries to stay 'calm through the chaos'
        The Terrapins have lost two games in a row, and their chances of qualifying for a bowl game are fading as the Trojans come to town Saturday.

      

      
        Shohei Ohtani was in a slump. One moonshot home run took care of that.
        Read more

      

      
        Sabrina Ionescu's stunner puts the Liberty on the cusp of the WNBA title
        Read more

      

      
        NCAA closes loophole that helped Oregon beat Ohio State in final seconds
        The Ducks and other teams won't be able to burn precious seconds off the clock anymore by putting 12 men on the field for plays in the final two minutes of a half.

      

      
        The Commanders' work on defense starts early -- with their breakfast club
        Read more

      

      
        Serena Williams says she had grapefruit-sized cyst removed from her neck
        Read more

      

      
        Chiefs owner supports Harrison Butker starting political action committee
        Read more

      

      
        Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
        Channels and times for today's games.

      

      
        As he enters his 17th NBA season, Kevin Love has finally found joy
        Read more

      

      
        
          	
            Local
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Technology
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Two games in, the revamped Capitals are clicking on offense
The Capitals, who face the Dallas Stars on Thursday, have scored seven goals in their first two games of the season and already have two on the power play.
By Bailey Johnson | 2024-10-17

The Capitals, who opened their season against the New Jersey Devils on Saturday, face the Dallas Stars on Thursday night. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images) 


Last season, the Washington Capitals didn't score their seventh goal until their sixth game. They scored three or more goals in less than half of their 82 games and scored four or more just 24 times. At the end of the season, they ranked 28th of the NHL's 32 teams with an average of 2.63 goals per game.
In the offseason, part of Washington's motivation for its roster transformation was to take an offensively deficient team and increase the firepower. Coach Spencer Carbery spent much of the summer thinking about what his team needed to do to produce more scoring chances and put more pucks in the net.
Two games is a small sample size, and Washington's offense is a long way from being declared fully fixed. But the Capitals have scored seven goals and already have two on the power play -- another mark they didn't reach until the sixth game last year.
"[We wanted] to hit the ground running," Carbery said. "That was one of the biggest challenges last year for us. We were always trying to catch up to get going offensively, to try to get a little bit more momentum and have some guys feeling good about themselves. We talked about this as a staff. I remember saying this last year, and I might've even said it in the media: I felt like we had 20 guys that were completely snakebit. Like, just couldn't buy one early in the season."
Luck definitely has been on Washington's side in the first two games; its shooting percentage in all situations is 12.96 percent, eighth highest in the league according to Natural Stat Trick and several points above last year's 9.94 percent.
Confidence can be a nebulous thing for goal scorers, and it will ebb and flow throughout the season. But starting the year on a strong note breeds confidence that it took the Capitals months to establish last time around.
"Last year, I think there was a little unluckiness going into that, but this year I think we're just a lot more connected, especially early on," forward Connor McMichael said. "You see some of the goals we've been able to score, some really nice plays. [Aliaksei Protas's] goal [Tuesday] with [Alex Ovechkin's] pass, we're just making little plays like that that it didn't seem like we were doing -- especially early -- last year."

Aliaksei Protas scored in Tuesday night's win over the Vegas Golden Knights. Alex Ovechkin recorded an assist on Protas's goal, the 700th of Ovechkin's NHL career. (Scott Taetsch/Getty Images)


From the first day of training camp in September, improving the offense was at the forefront of Carbery's plans.
"If you start taking steps back, [to] score, we need to generate scoring chances at a higher level," Carbery said at a preseason roundtable with Washington Post reporters and editors. "We need to be in the offensive zone longer. I think we were close to the bottom of the league, maybe 28th, hanging around San Jose, Chicago. In order to score, you need to be in the offensive zone. We need to be there a lot more. We call it an attack mentality. We've got to shoot the puck way more. ... We've transformed a little bit of the way that we play offensively, trying to get more activity at the net, attack more to net."
Those early practices in training camp weren't always exciting to watch, with their heavy focus on the offensive system and getting the details right, but the (very) early returns are clear. Washington is attacking the dangerous areas of the ice around the net, generating more scoring chances, and -- most importantly -- scoring more goals.
In Saturday's loss to the New Jersey Devils, two of the Capitals' three goals came from below the top of the faceoff circles. In Tuesday's win over the Vegas Golden Knights, all four of their goals came from that region -- and three of the four were within single-digit feet of the net.
"Early in camp, we were really working on our spacing," McMichael said. "When the puck's in this spot, guys have to be here, here, whatever it may be. I think just touching up on that has helped a lot. Guys know exactly where other guys are going to be at all times. It's been good."
Coaches always want more from their teams, and that's true of Carbery. He would have liked more high-quality scoring chances against the Devils, and he sees plenty of areas where the Capitals can do even more.
But for this early in the season, after the struggles Washington went through last year, there are reasons to be encouraged.
"It's getting better for sure," Carbery said. "We're still building. There's still a ton of room for growth, but we're seeing some of the things that we've tried to implement and tried to talk about."
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Wizards rookie Bub Carrington is close to home. He knows all that entails.
Bub Carrington, a guard from Baltimore, has been warned about playing near where he grew up, but he's prepared for the challenge.
By Varun Shankar | 2024-10-17
Until he got off the draft stage, Carlton "Bub" Carrington thought he would have to move across the country.
The Portland Trail Blazers had just picked him at No. 14 overall. Carrington hugged his family, donned a cap with the red and black pinwheel logo and walked across the dais to meet Commissioner Adam Silver.
Carrington was shocked. He hadn't spoken with Portland in the pre-draft process. His prevailing thought: "Dang, that's far."
He didn't need to worry about distance. Portland would trade the pick to the Washington Wizards -- a deal reported before the draft but one Carrington missed amid the frenzy -- which meant he would stay as close to home as possible.
D.C. is about a 90-minute drive from Carrington's parents' house in New Freedom, Pa., and roughly an hour from his home city of Baltimore. The location is in many ways a boon for Carrington, who at this time two years ago was still in high school at St. Frances Academy.
"It makes life a little bit easier," the rookie guard told The Washington Post. "You don't know how to turn the stove on, mom's close."
But the proximity to home also has possible drawbacks, and Carrington is aware of that, too.
"It's hard to say no," he said. "You got to get people tickets, people want to come over, people want to take time out [of] your day. But you're a professional at the end of the day. Your time is yours."
Before the draft, Wizards General Manager Will Dawkins asked Carrington whether he understood what it meant to play at home. It wasn't for everybody, Dawkins told the prospect. Carrington responded confidently, Dawkins recalled: "'Yeah I do [understand]. And I want that.'"

Carrington., left, laughs with his father and Baltimore coaching legend Bub Carrington II. (Wesley Lapointe/For The Washington Post)


The biggest challenge Carrington will face, as relayed to him by his second cousin and former NBA forward Rudy Gay, is having to say no to people he has said yes to his whole life.
"Whether that be family, friends, coaches, trainers, whatever the case may be," Carrington said at the team's media day early this month, "you're in a unique situation where everybody that wanted you to succeed can now watch you, and they want to continue to give their two cents and continue to always be around."
Carrington hasn't had to say no too often yet, but he has previously set limits with his family -- including his father, Carlton Carrington II. "Big Bub," as everyone calls him, was a pivotal figure in his son's development and in Baltimore's basketball history as a prominent AAU coach.
His knowledge of the sport meant he would regularly offer his opinions about his son's teams throughout youth sports and high school. That changed when Carrington went to the University of Pittsburgh.
"You can have an influence on my AAU coach, you can have an influence on my high school coach," Carrington said, recalling the conversation with his dad, "but these guys get paid real money to coach. They're good at their jobs. Let them coach."
His father embraced the message -- even though he has close relationships with several Wizards staffers, including senior adviser Troy Weaver and assistant coach J.J. Outlaw.

As part of an upcoming video feature for Monumental Sports Network, Carrington spent a day in Baltimore, which included a visit with Wizards General Manager Will Dawkins to MedStar Harbor Hospital. (Wesley Lapointe/For The Washington Post)



Carrington signs a poster for a new mother. He's excited to begin his professional career so close to home. (Wesley Lapointe/For The Washington Post)



Carrington even held babies during his hospital visit. Here, Katieba Huddleston passes her two-day-old daughter, Kalesia, to him. (Wesley Lapointe/For The Washington Post)


"[Outlaw] played for me, he was on my team," the father said. " ... I could ask J.J. [about Bub] every day, but I don't. We talk about golf and the Ravens. I give coaches that respect and that space, because when I do ask a question and when I do call, they know it's serious. I don't need the company line on this one."
"Big Bub" knows what it's like from the other side. As a coach, he has endured overbearing parents "not respect your marriage, not respect your space, 11:30 at night ringing your phone, wanting to talk all day about basketball." He wants to be different.
Carrington receives support from his mom, Karima, who has aided her son's transition to adulthood. When he went through a rite of passage for young adults by moving away from home -- a trip to Target to buy apartment essentials -- she was there on FaceTime, guiding him to each aisle and helping him pick out what he needed: silverware, an iron, a hamper.
"I was on autopilot," Carrington said.
She also fully furnished his apartment, one he shares with his half brother and manager, Kareem Montgomery. The presence of Montgomery, who is nine years older, gives Carrington's family a sense of comfort.
Said Carrington's father: "We don't lose sleep because his brother ... [is] living with him."

During the preseason, the 6-foot-4 Carrington has flashed a well-rounded game. (Nick Wass/AP)


For much of Carrington's basketball career, "Big Bub" never considered the NBA a possibility.
The goals he had for his son were more grounded: Play low- to mid-level college ball, get an education, work a good job and give back to the community. Even as Carrington's basketball prospects brightened, he has maintained his focus on that last directive.
Growing up, he welcomed the generosity of other basketball players from Baltimore -- advice from Gay, numerous shirts from former NBA player Will Barton and a boatload of gear from playing on Carmelo Anthony's AAU team.
Carrington wants to be next.
"If I can be that person to someone else, so then they can be that person for someone else and keep the cycle going," he said, "by all means, [I'll] do it."
He has helped build playgrounds in D.C. and made the 40-mile trip up Route 295 to Baltimore multiple times. The basketball camp at which he used to play unveiled a poster of him in late August. Carrington showed up, gave out school supplies and played with the campers.
Two days before Wizards training camp opened, he spent a day in Baltimore as part of an upcoming video feature for Monumental Sports Network, the Wizards' flagship television station. One of the stops took him to a hospital, where, along with Dawkins, he held newborn babies.
"A little bit out of my comfort zone," Carrington said.
Later, he was honored at the Ravens-Bills game on "Sunday Night Football" along with Olympians Quincy Wilson and Masai Russell and women's basketball star Angel Reese.
"I was the least popular guy there," Carrington joked.
The itinerary for the production began with Carrington and his family standing outside his childhood home.
At first, their conversation centered on what was different. The house seemed to have a new coat of paint. The basketball court out back had been replaced by a shed. The yard itself looked smaller than it did when Carrington was younger -- or maybe he had just grown up.
Eventually, the familiar emerged.
The family reminisced, their camaraderie apparent and natural even as the cameras rolled. A neighbor living across the street walked over to join in the conversation. He left a few minutes later, but not before sharing memories, laughs and hugs.
This was still Baltimore. This was still home. And Carrington was still close by.
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Trinity Rodman left off USWNT roster as she continues recovery from back injury
A key figure in the Olympic success, Rodman suffered an "intense back spasm," according to her agent, Mike Senkowski, in the Spirit's NWSL match at Kansas City on Sept. 20. 
By Steven Goff | 2024-10-17

Trinity Rodman and the U.S. women's national team won gold at the Paris Games. (Toni L. Sandys/The Washington Post)


Still not at full strength after returning from a back injury, Washington Spirit star Trinity Rodman will miss the three U.S. women's national soccer team matches this month -- the Americans' first activity since winning the Olympic gold medal in Paris.
The 22-year-old forward was not included on Emma Hayes's 26-player roster, which was released Thursday ahead of training camp opening Monday in Austin. The U.S. team will play two friendlies against Iceland -- in Austin on Oct. 24 and Nashville on Oct. 27 -- before facing Argentina on Oct. 30 in Louisville.
A key figure in the Olympic success, Rodman suffered an "intense back spasm," according to her agent, Mike Senkowski, in the Spirit's NWSL match at Kansas City on Sept. 20 and missed the subsequent two games. Back in uniform last Sunday against Louisville, she was a second-half substitute.
"Rodman will not attend training camp as she will stay with her club to continue her rehabilitation from a back injury," the U.S. Soccer Federation said. The Spirit will host the Chicago Red Stars this Sunday before pausing two weeks for the FIFA international window.
Rodman is one of only three players to appear in all 18 U.S. matches this year. She has recorded three goals -- all at the Olympics. She also has eight goals and six assists in 21 appearances for the Spirit (16-6-2). Washington, which is second in the NWSL with two regular season matches left, is hopeful of having Rodman at full strength when it hosts a quarterfinal Nov. 9-10.
Spirit defender Casey Krueger and rookie midfielder Hal Hershfelt were named to the U.S. squad, which includes 18 players from the Olympic team. Aside from Rodman, three other Olympians will miss this camp: Spirit midfielder Croix Bethune (injury) and defenders Tierna Davidson (injury) and Crystal Dunn (personal commitments).
Attackers Alyssa Thompson and Ashley Sanchez, members of the 2023 World Cup squad who didn't make the Olympic team, return to the program. Without a goal all season, the 19-year-old Thompson has recorded five in her past eight NWSL games for Angel City. Sanchez has five goals and four assists for the North Carolina Courage.
Two other 19-year-olds were invited: forward Jaedyn Shaw, an Olympian who didn't play in any of the six matches because of injury, and midfielder Olivia Moultrie.
Strong performances in the NWSL this year have earned first-time call-ups for defender Alyssa Malonson (Bay FC) and forwards Yazmeen Ryan (four goals and four assists for Gotham FC) and Emma Sears (five goals in her rookie season with Racing Louisville).
Overall, six call-ups are seeking their U.S. debut.
"We can't rest on any laurels," Hayes said in a statement. "Our focus is forward, our focus is on our process, and we want to keep chasing new heights. I love that we get to see most of our Olympic team again after a few months, but I also love getting to work with some newer players and evaluate how they perform in our environment."
Goalkeepers: Jane Campbell (Houston Dash), Casey Murphy (North Carolina Courage), Alyssa Naeher (Chicago Red Stars).
Defenders: Emily Fox (Arsenal), Eva Gaetino (Paris Saint-Germain), Naomi Girma (San Diego Wave), Casey Krueger (Washington Spirit), Hailie Mace (Kansas City Current), Alyssa Malonson (Bay FC), Jenna Nighswonger (Gotham FC), Emily Sams (Orlando Pride), Emily Sonnett (Gotham).
Midfielders: Korbin Albert (Paris Saint-Germain), Sam Coffey (Portland Thorns), Hal Hershfelt (Washington), Lindsey Horan (Olympique Lyonnais), Rose Lavelle (Gotham), Olivia Moultrie (Portland), Ashley Sanchez (North Carolina).
Forwards: Yazmeen Ryan (Gotham), Emma Sears (Racing Louisville), Jaedyn Shaw (San Diego), Sophia Smith (Portland), Mallory Swanson (Chicago), Alyssa Thompson (Angel City), Lynn Williams (Gotham).
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Lane Thomas's life was uprooted midseason. He's starting to feel at home in Cleveland.
Lane Thomas and the Cleveland Guardians are facing the New York Yankees in the American League Championship Series. Game 3 of the ALCS is set for Thursday night.
By Andrew Golden | 2024-10-17

Lane Thomas was traded to the Cleveland Guardians this summer. (Jason Miller/Getty Images) 


NEW YORK -- Lane Thomas packed extra clothes for the road trip. Just in case.
It was late July, and the MLB trade deadline was looming. The Washington Nationals were visiting the Arizona Diamondbacks. Thomas, an outfielder on the rebuilding Nationals, knew a trade was possible. He was preparing to hit in the batting cages in Arizona when Manager Dave Martinez called him into his office.
"You spend eight, nine months together for three years," said Thomas, whom the Nationals traded to the Cleveland Guardians this summer. "You build some really good friendships."
Months later, Thomas is an integral piece of a Guardians team trying to break the franchise's championship drought. His go-ahead grand slam in Game 5 of Cleveland's American League Division Series against the Detroit Tigers propelled the Guardians to a clash with the New York Yankees, who took the first two games of the AL Championship Series.
The ALCS now pivots to Cleveland, with Game 3 set for Thursday night.
"Lane is the player we all knew he would be," Guardians Manager Stephen Vogt said. "He's a great person, and we couldn't be more thankful that we have him on our team."

Lane Thomas and the Cleveland Guardians are facing the New York Yankees in the ALCS. Game 3 is set for Thursday night. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


It took a minute for Thomas, 29, to settle in after the trade. He hit .148 with a .437 OPS, didn't homer and struck out 35 times in his first 28 games with the Guardians. But in September, he blasted seven homers and added 20 RBI.
"You're living in a place where you don't really know where anything is," Vogt said. "Sometimes it can take somebody a little while to get comfortable. For Lane, it just took that. It took him a couple weeks for him to really come into his own."
Logistically and emotionally, a midseason trade can be a challenge. Thomas formed close bonds with his teammates during his time in Washington, as did his wife, Chase. They are parents of a son who is not yet a year old.
"Before, when I got traded in the past, I wasn't married. I didn't have kids," Thomas said. "You're used to the minor league suitcase and a baseball bag. So I don't know if I was as prepared as I should've been. But it worked out, and here we are."
Thomas said the most difficult part of a trade is that concern about "a lot of the moving parts" can mean a player isn't focused on baseball. "Which was easy to do in D.C., because you had a good flow," he said.
"I think I'm finally getting to that point here," Thomas said, "and it's been awesome."

"Lane is the player we all knew he would be," Guardians Manager Stephen Vogt said of Thomas. "He's a great person, and we couldn't be more thankful that we have him on our team." (Nick Cammett/Getty Images) 


This was not an unfamiliar position for Thomas. In 2017, when he was a minor leaguer, the Toronto Blue Jays traded him to the St. Louis Cardinals. Then, in 2021, the Nationals sent pitcher Jon Lester to St. Louis and the Cardinals dealt Thomas in return. He emerged as a leader and developed into an everyday player for the club. Thomas, whose breakout season came in 2023, hit .257 and had 60 home runs during his time with the Nationals.
Among other things, the move to Cleveland meant Thomas needed to adjust to the Guardians' schedule. It brought a new regimen for team meetings and time in the batting cages. All of this can be difficult in a sport where routine is often critical for a player amid the grind of the season. Even as Thomas sat at Yankee Stadium on Monday ahead of Game 1, he kept looking down at his phone, trying to make sure he didn't miss a meeting.
Thomas still keeps up with his former Nationals teammates. After his ALDS grand slam, Thomas said he heard from MacKenzie Gore, Kyle Finnegan and Patrick Corbin, among others. But he's also starting to bond with his new teammates in Cleveland, who added "Rocky Top" to the team's postgame playlist to help make Thomas, a native of Knoxville, Tenn., feel at home.
"I feel like he was one of the boys from the get-go," catcher Austin Hedges said. "The second he got over here, we all knew how good of a player he was, but his personality fits in with us so well. And he became one of the boys almost immediately."
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College football best bets: Texas should continue to roll vs. Georgia 
The top-ranked Longhorns are playing complete football right now, and it probably will be too much for the fifth-ranked Bulldogs.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-10-17

Coach Steve Sarkisian and Texas hope to be doing a lot of this after their game Saturday against Georgia. (Jeffrey McWhorter/AP)


These picks came back down to earth a bit last weekend, going 2-2 to put them at 14-14 for the season. We'll try to creep into profitability with this week's selections.
This column will give out four college football picks per week: the game of the week, a favorite, an underdog and a wild card, which can be anything (another favorite or underdog in a game that might be flying under the radar or a total, for instance). Hopefully we'll all be in good shape by the time the clock hits zero at the national championship game in Atlanta on Jan. 20.
All times Eastern.
No. 5 Georgia at No. 1 Texas
7:30 p.m., ABC
The pick: Texas -3.5 (FanDuel)
The Longhorns not only sit atop the Associated Press top 25, but they're also in the top five in a wide variety of statistical categories: offensive success rate (No. 4), defensive success rate (No. 5) and net points per drive (No. 2). They lead the nation in defensive Eckel rate, defined as the percentage of opponent drives that result in either a touchdown of 40-plus yards or a first down inside an opponent's 40-yard line, and they're No. 2 in points allowed per Eckel drive. Texas also is No. 3 in expected points allowed per drop back and No. 9 in expected points allowed per rush. The Longhorns are only ranked a comparatively humble 18th in rushing success rate allowed, but Georgia has not been able to get anything going on the ground this season at a middling 4.65 yards per carry (67th nationally) and a No. 72 ranking in rushing success rate. This past weekend, Texas passed its lookahead test against then-No. 18 Oklahoma, holding the Sooners to only 3.4 yards per play in a 34-3 win. The Bulldogs, meanwhile, struggled to put away a pretty bad Mississippi State team at home. I think the gulf between these two teams is larger than the point spread indicates, and Texas's home-field advantage only seals the deal. Take the favorite.
Iowa at Michigan State
7:30 p.m., NBC
The pick: Iowa -5.5 (FanDuel)
Michigan State is 3-3, but its wins have come against Florida Atlantic (which has one win over a Football Bowl Subdivision opponent this season), Football Championship Subdivision opponent Prairie View A&M (season record: 2-5) and Maryland, whose season is starting to go off the rails. The Spartans have exceeded 19 points in a game only twice, and once was against Prairie View. Quarterback Aidan Chiles has eight interceptions and, according to Pro Football Focus, 15 turnover-worthy throws this season, and now he gets to face an Iowa pass defense that's tied with Texas for No. 1 nationally in PFF coverage grade and has seven interceptions on the season. Iowa's offense is almost entirely reliant upon running back Kaleb Johnson, who is averaging 156.17 rushing yards per game to rank behind only Boise State's Ashton Jeanty, and Michigan State's rushing defense has received its two worst PFF grades of the season over its past two games. It all points to a comfortable Iowa victory.
Kent State at Bowling Green
3:30 p.m., ESPN Plus
The pick: Kent State +20.5 (DraftKings)
I'm not going to try to convince anyone that the Golden Flashes are at all a good team. They're 0-6, have a loss to St. Francis (Pa.) -- a 2-4 FCS team -- and lost to Tennessee and Penn State by a combined 127-0. But Kent State has shown signs of friskiness in its past two games. The Golden Flashes were tied with Eastern Michigan midway through the third quarter Sept. 28 before somehow fumbling in their own territory on three straight possessions and losing, 52-33, and last weekend, they scored 21 fourth-quarter points to nearly upset Ball State. Bowling Green quarterback Connor Bazelak took some big hits in last weekend's loss to Northern Illinois and limped off the field for good in the fourth quarter of the 17-7 loss. The Falcons managed only 205 total yards for the game, and Lucian Anderson III did not look great as Bazelak's replacement, completing only 2 of 9 passes for 10 yards with an interception. I think Kent State can keep it within this large spread against either a hobbled Bazelak or an ineffective Anderson.
No. 24 Michigan at No. 22 Illinois
3:30 p.m., CBS
The pick: Michigan -3 (DraftKings)
The Wolverines are on their third starting quarterback of the season, because seventh-year senior Jack Tuttle will get the call after some early-season misadventures with Davis Warren (who couldn't stop passing to the other team) and Alex Orji (who basically couldn't pass at all). I'm not entirely sure it's going to matter, because Michigan should be able to trample a Fighting Illini rushing defense that has surrendered 239 rushing yards (6.3 yards per carry) in each of its past two games, a noncompetitive loss at Penn State and a lucky overtime win over Purdue last weekend. Michigan's offense ranks 22nd in rushing success rate and 28th in expected points added per rush, and I think we could see a repeat of the Wolverines' win over USC on Sept. 21, when Michigan dared the Trojans to stop them on the ground and ended up with 290 rushing yards on 6.3 yards per carry. Illinois's offense also is pretty one-dimensional, with the Illini much better at passing than running, but Michigan has one of the best pass rushes in the country and can slow them in that aspect. With "Uncle Jack" getting a better grasp of the offense over the Wolverines' bye week, I think they can cover here.
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The Putin-backed strongman who threw the Paris Games into chaos
Banned from the Games, Russia wanted to upend the Olympics. Enter Umar Kremlev and the boxing 'gender controversy.'
By Gus Garcia-Roberts, Les Carpenter | 2024-10-17
With the future of international boxing hanging in the balance, as it so often is, the 2006 election of its top official featured the usual chaos: bribes, shouting matches and shows of physical intimidation in the lobby of an upscale Dominican hotel.
But the body flying down an elevator shaft was a new twist.
Tom Virgets, president of USA Boxing at the time, was on his way to his room when something heavy slammed the top of the crowded elevator.
"We all thought the elevator was going to crash," Virgets said of his fellow boxing delegates, who were there to select the next president of the International Amateur Boxing Association, the sport's global governing body. Authorities found a man's battered corpse in the elevator shaft. It was the boxing delegate from Mali.
Virgets, who later became the association's executive director, said the dead delegate was found with thousands of dollars of mysterious origin. Mali embassy officials didn't rule out foul play, the Associated Press reported at the time, but nobody was charged in the death. A spokesman for the Santo Domingo police recently declined to comment.
Multiple boxing officials who were in Santo Domingo for the vote said that the suspicion among their peers was that the Mali man had solicited bribes from both sides -- and one of them didn't appreciate it.
It was an extreme example of the high drama that has become nearly rote in the decades-long history of the organization, which is now known as the International Boxing Association: Thousands of dollars stuffed into toothpaste tubes to fix boxing matches; top officials alleged to be a heroin kingpin and an operative of the Kremlin; a mysterious power outage swaying a close election.
Those antics have been ignored by most sports fans. That changed at the Paris Olympics, when an IBA campaign to discredit two female boxers raised questions, without evidence, about their gender. The gambit stole international headlines and captured the ire of culture war provocateurs including Donald Trump, Elon Musk and J.K. Rowling.
The IBA's efforts, which culminated in a chaotic news conference filled with vague claims, ultimately collapsed. The smeared boxers, Algeria's Imane Khelif and Taiwan's Lin Yu Ting, overcame heaps of online abuse to win gold.
But the episode -- and the central role of the IBA's current president, Russian power broker Umar Kremlev -- has lingered in the psyche of Olympic insiders, who are concerned not only about the uncertain future of an ancient sport, but about the risks of a long-simmering war, now boiling over, between Olympic leaders and Russia.

Boxing is a fixture at the Games, but its future is in doubt. (Luis Robayo/AFP/Getty Images)


Boxing is, as former IBA official Dennis O'Connell explains with pride, a "poor man's sport." It's been an Olympic event since the Greek Games in 688 B.C. and a staple of the modern Summer Olympics for 120 years, and mastering it doesn't call for a prep school education or helicopter parents.
"It doesn't matter what walk of life you come from," O'Connell said. "You go to any boxing gym in the world: same environment, same feeling that you get no matter where you are."
But there's long been another constant in international amateur boxing, one that ultimately chased O'Connell out of the sport: corruption.
From the end of World War II through the 2016 Rio De Janeiro Games, the IBA ran Olympic boxing the way other federations, such as World Aquatics or FIFA, run their respective sports at the Games. And dating back to at least the 1980s, records show, there were persistent allegations of bribery and self-dealing inside the IBA, amid power struggles that often pitted Russian interests against those of the IOC.

Ching-Kuo Wu, of Taiwan, was elected president of the International Boxing Association in 2006 in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. (Ramon Espinosa/AP)


In 2006, an IOC member, CK Wu, challenged the group's longtime president, Anwar Chowdhry, whose vice president was chief of the Russian Boxing Federation. During the vote in Santo Domingo, Russian bodyguards surrounded the room where the ballots were being cast, then-USA Boxing president Virgets said. "It was strictly an intimidation factor for the people who were voting," Virgets said.
Both candidates "used cash bribes" to obtain votes, an IBA-commissioned probe later found, and Wu's then-campaign manager admitted to bribing delegates. It was during that session that the Mali delegate was discovered dead.
Then there was the corruption inside the ring. An investigation commissioned by the IBA found that its officials had fixed fights dating back a decade. That included a referee who tried to pay $20,000 to throw a match, and a judge who distributed thousands of dollars in bribes to his colleagues secreted in toothpaste tubes, the investigators found. In 2016, the controversy spilled into public view, as fans at the Rio de Janeiro Olympics jeered decisions by judges they found dubious, including the heavyweight gold medal match won by Russian Evgeny Tishchenko.
In the wake of the scandal, Wu was ousted and replaced by Gafur Rakhimov, whom the U.S. Treasury Department, in seeking to freeze his assets, had previously called "one of Uzbekistan's leading criminals and an important person involved in the heroin trade." Rakhimov denied those allegations, calling them "politically motivated," but resigned from the association, he said, to focus on clearing his name. Rakhimov did not respond to multiple requests for comment.
Finally, before the 2020 Tokyo Games, the IOC voted to suspend the IBA's purview over Olympic boxing. But then a supposed reformer emerged, intent on getting the Olympics back.
Umar Kremlev seemed an odd pick to clean up corruption in amateur boxing, given his criminal record and close links to Russian President Vladimir Putin. But he quickly earned the endorsement of one of international sport's most-respected investigators.

Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Umar Kremlev in Moscow. (Gavriil Grigorov/AP)


While the past few decades have seen boxing dwindle in popularity in the United States, the sport has taken the opposite trajectory in Russia, becoming a focus of patriotic fervor.
Putin, typically stoic, looked giddy in 2015 when he hosted Roy Jones Jr., the aging American boxer. Still chasing paydays into his 40s, Jones was washed up in his home country but remained an icon in Russia. Putin granted Jones's request for Russian citizenship so he could do more business in the country.
Unseen in footage of the meeting was the man who, court filings allege, arranged it: Kremlev, a professional boxing promoter whose strongest asset was his powerful links to the Kremlin.
He was born Umar Lutfolloev in Moscow's suburbs, with his family's roots in Tajikistan, the rugged former Soviet Union territory between Afghanistan and China, identification records show. He had a criminal record under that name, according to both IBA records and a lengthy investigative profile of Kremlev published by the media outlet Proekt. "He changed his name not to mask criminal activity, but to avoid religious discrimination," Kremlev's attorney told the IBA, according to an internal investigation. Kremlev did not respond to multiple interview requests from The Post.
His connections to the Kremlin appear to run deep. In court records, John Wirt, Jones's attorney, described Kremlev as a "leading member" of the Night Wolves, the Russian motorcycle club that counts Putin as an honorary member. It's led by Alexander Zaldostanov, who's known as "The Surgeon" and frequently described as Putin's right-hand man.
After Jones's company had a dispute with a Russian boxer, Wirt alleged in an affidavit that Kremlev's company, Patriot Boxing Promotions, "was rumored to be secretly backed by the Russian government." (Wirt declined to comment.) A couple of years later, Kremlev was installed atop the Russian Boxing Federation. He held a ceremony to award Putin a diamond boxing glove, and Putin in turn gave Kremlev a prestigious state award, the Order of Merit to the Fatherland.
Kremlev's Instagram is filled with photos and videos of him riding ATVs and snowmobiles through rough country terrain, wrestling pals into pools, and other feats of virility. Several older posts show him in boxing gyms and socializing with Alexei Rubezhnoi, a former professional fighter and one of Putin's top bodyguards.
Along the way, Kremlev became a powerful businessman inside Russia. One of his companies, Sports Lotteries, has been placed in charge of the country's National Lottery. And earlier this month, he was given control of Russia's largest car dealership, Rolf, which the government had seized from its previous owner, an exiled billionaire.
Kremlev increasingly uses his wealth to flex his newfound power. He has taunted the IOC by promising $100,000 prizes to Olympic boxing gold medalists, even though the IBA is banished from the Games. He has posted pictures and videos of him gifting cars to former boxers, promising to aid a woman with a sick child and giving iPhones to children.
But his rise, aided by Putin, has also coincided with Russia becoming a pariah in international sports.

Umar Kremlev in 2020. (Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP)


In 2016, after a whistleblower publicly detailed systematic state-sponsored doping of Russian athletes during the Winter Olympics in Sochi, the World Anti-Doping Agency appointed Canadian attorney Richard McLaren to investigate. The results were a bombshell, with McLaren detailing a vast conspiracy involving the top levels of Russian government and more than 1,000 athletes. Russia (but not its athletes) remained banned from the next three Olympics.
As the IOC warred with the Kremlin, it also attempted to stymie Kremlev. The IOC reported to the IBA that Kremlev had a criminal past, according to IBA records detailing its own internal investigations. But those records show that the IBA made "no effort to investigate and corroborate the claims," which were not disclosed publicly until years later.
During his successful campaign for the IBA presidency in 2020, Kremlev promised reform and a chance to get back in the Olympics. More enticing, though, was his promise of something more immediate: paying off the entirety of the IBA's $16 million debt. Afterward, he promptly secured a $50 million annual sponsorship from Gazprom, the Russian state-owned energy company. It was, to his critics, the clearest sign yet that the IBA was firmly under Kremlin control.
Under Kremlev, the IBA was eager to prove to the IOC that its corruption was behind it. So it hired McLaren, the attorney whose investigation of the Sochi corruption had effectively booted Russia from the Olympics, to probe IBA corruption. The terms of that retention, including the total fees paid to McLaren's firm, have not been publicly disclosed. But Virgets, the IBA's executive director until 2020, recently told The Post that the association spent upwards of $1 million on the investigation. (McLaren did not respond to repeated requests for comment.)

Richard McLaren wrote the report that helped lead to Russian athletes being banned from the Games. (Maurizio Gambarini/Maurizio Gambarini/picture-alliance/dpa/AP)


The investigators produced a thorough and damning postmortem of chaos in the association, including years of fixed matches. McLaren's group wrote that the objective of their investigation was for the IBA "to learn from its past" with an eye toward regaining control of Olympic boxing. But the reports contained little criticism of Kremlev. They didn't scrutinize allegations about his criminal record, the extent of his ties to Putin or the influx of millions of dollars to the IBA from the Russian state. Instead, the report repeatedly complimented Kremlev, writing that he had "launched a genuine process of reform" and was delivering "real signs of improvement."
Then, during the Paris Games, McLaren joined Kremlev in raising alarm about integrity issues in the Olympics. In August, McLaren publicized a propietary tool he claims can identify potential corrupt actors in sports by analyzing their voice patterns under questioning. His tool has found two Olympic boxing judges to be "high risk," he claimed, and Kremlev also touted the findings.
McLaren and his partners have marketed the technology, called Protect Sport, as a tool for rooting out dopers. But multiple people in the sports investigations industry who have heard the pitch described the concept as gaining little traction.
"We looked at it, but we weren't convinced it was that accurate," said one of them, David Tinsley, a former DEA supervisor and the CEO of an investigative firm, 5 Stones Intelligence, that was central to the Russian doping probe.
Tinsley described McLaren's embrace of Kremlev as a surprising turn for a figure best known for taking on Kremlin corruption. Tinsley said McLaren and his colleagues should have scrutinized the IBA and declined to work with the association, given Kremlev's obvious links to Putin.
"I would recommend they do a little bit more due diligence in their partnerships," Tinsley said.
Kremlev's IOC-aimed propaganda push didn't stop with McLaren's reports, corporate records suggest. He also appears to have been involved in seizing control of one of the better-known publications covering the Olympics.
Inside the Games was a British website dedicated to Olympic news. But in May 2021, records show, a Hungarian business called Vox Europe Investment Holding LLC acquired a majority stake in the company that owns it. Vox, which shares a name but no link to the American news platform, was itself owned by a Russian cab company called FT-Taksopark. Kremlev was FT-Taksopark's top executive at the time, Russian records show, and before long Inside the Games' directors included Russians with links to Kremlev, including business partner Maksim Kotkov.
The site's coverage shifted noticeably In April, for instance, it published a story calling Kremlev a "pioneer," and quoting boxer Jones lauding "the great work the IBA is doing." In June, corporate records show, the parent company for Inside the Games was transferred again, to a Dubai company. The site's current chief executive, Oleg Denisov, has reportedly said that there is currently "no Russian ownership" of the site. He did not respond to repeated requests for comment.

Roy Jones Jr. shows his application for Russian citizenship during a press conference in Crimea in 2015. (Max Vetrov/AFP/Getty Images)


The IBA's PR push eventually sputtered. IOC executives, along with boxing officials from the United States and other member countries, doubted McLaren's view of Kremlev. Russia's invasion of Ukraine worsened tensions with the IOC, too, as the committee again barred Russian athletes from representing their country. It didn't help that the IBA's only sponsor was Gazprom, which was crippled by Western sanctions on the Swiss bank funding it.
Still, inside the IBA, Kremlev's stranglehold on power appeared to resemble that of his mentor in the Kremlin. In 2022, five candidates, including Dutch boxing president Boris van der Vorst, challenged him for the IBA presidency. But the IBA's integrity unit accused them of "early campaigning" and removed them from the ballot, assuring Kremlev's reelection.
Van der Vorst appealed, and the Court of Arbitration for Sport, which resolves global sports disputes, urged the IBA to hold new elections. Instead, the IBA held an "extraordinary congress" at an Armenian hotel, where it asked member countries to vote on whether there should be a new election.
As IBA leaders prepared to take the vote, only 124 national federations were present online or in the ballroom. Suddenly, the power went out, according to witnesses and reports. When the power came back, the number of nations had increased to 152, drawing suspicion from van der Vorst supporters. The delegates voted to not hold elections.
After the fiasco in Rio, the IOC had taken the unusual step of taking control of boxing for the Tokyo Games. Before the Paris Games, the IOC decided, again, to keep control. In 2023, it finally cut ties with the IBA altogether, in a 69-1 vote. IOC President Thomas Bach said at the time that he had "an extremely serious problem with IBA because of their governance."
Excluded from the Olympics, Kremlev spent the Summer Games at his desk in Russia, surrounded by Catholic iconography, bitterly denouncing "chief sodomite" Bach and urging athletes to instead take part in the World Friendship Games, Russia's quixotic challenge to the Olympics.
His rants got little attention. But then Kremlev seized an opportunity to upend the Paris Games.

Imane Khelif celebrates in Paris. (Peter Cziborra/Reuters)


Besides Olympic gold, the most coveted medal in amateur boxing is awarded every two years at the world championships. And those, for now, are still run by the IBA. It was during least year's championships, in New Delhi, that two little-known fighters say they found themselves staring at documents that would thrust their lives into chaos.
Taiwan's Lin Yu Ting was about to accept her bronze medal when, she later said, she was ordered by IBA officials to sign the documents, which were in English. Algeria's Imane Khelif was given a document to sign, too, records show.
"If we sign, we won't get the bronze medal, and if we don't sign, we won't get it either," Lin later said she and her coach were told. Lin and Khelif did not respond to requests for comment.
The documents barred Lin from getting her bronze and Khelif from fighting in that night's championships. IBA officials would later vaguely explain that the boxers were excluded because of "gender" tests showing that they had "abnormal chromosomes." That suggested that they had a Developmental Sex Difference, or DSD, that could grant them a physical advantage over other women fighters, though the IBA has provided no evidence that is the case. Even if it was, the IBA's action against the women didn't seem to follow any clear process or policy. They didn't appear to be suspended: later that year, Khelif won gold at the Arab Games and Lin took gold in the Asian Games whose boxing bout sheets contained the IBA logo.

Taiwan's Yu Ting Lin won gold in Paris. (Toni L. Sandys/The Washington Post)


Ioannis Filippatos, the IBA's medical committee chairman, said during a later news conference that the boxers were tested twice over the course of a year, after team doctors from various boxing federations had questioned their genders. "What's happening with them?" Filippatos, a gynecologist, recalled the doctors asking. "We don't understand. Is it a woman or a man? Looks like a man."
But IOC officials and members of multiple boxing associations say they believe something else drove the IBA to disqualify Khelif, whom the association had previously promoted, and Lin. A few days earlier, Khelif had beaten top Russian boxer Azalia Amineva.
After the World Championships, an IBA attorney urged the IOC to disqualify Khelif from the Paris Games, sending the committee "confidential laboratory results" purportedly backing up the IBA's ban. But IOC sport director Kit McConnell reminded the IBA that boxing was now the authority of the IOC, and asked what consent the IBA had to share "highly personal sensitive data," according to a copy of the letter he sent in response, which was posted online. (McConnell did not respond to requests for comment).
The disqualifications got little attention at the time. But as the Paris Games began, niche news outlets published stories, including the Kremlev-backed Inside the Games. Then, during the first week of Olympic boxing, Italy's Angela Carini quit 46 seconds into a fight with Khelif, saying that a punch had injured her too badly to continue.

Algeria's Imane Khelif win over Italy's Angela Carini sparked the controversy in Paris. (Mohd Rasfan/AFP/Getty Images)


The internet pounced. So did Kremlev, who announced that the IBA would grant Carini and Uzbekistan's Sitora Turdibekova, who lost to Lin, $100,000 - the same amount the IBA grants fighters who win Olympic gold. As Kremlev stoked the flames, right-wing figures trumpeted his claims on social media. That included Rowling, who in a since-deleted post on X, called Khelif "a male who knows he's protected by a misogynist sporting establishment enjoying the distress of a woman he's just punched in the head." (Rowling did not respond to a request for comment.)
Khelif has since filed a legal complaint in France alleging online harassment. But Kremlev's claims could continue to have political power -- and perhaps aid his quest to get Russia, the IBA and boxing, back into the Olympics in time for the 2028 Los Angeles Games.
The IOC has said it won't oversee boxing at the next Summer Olympics. Without a trusted governing body, the sport is off the L.A. 2028 schedule for now. But with Bach being term-limited out of office next year, there will be a power vacuum at the IOC. The heated issue of gender standards in sports competitions, one which Bach mostly relegated to individual sports federations, could prove a useful wedge in a potential attempt to get a more favorable candidate into power.
Tinsley, who previously spent years investigating the Russian Olympic doping scandal, said that the controversy over the female boxers fit the Kremlin's strategic playbook.
"Russia's counter-narrative is as important to them," Tinsley said, "as their nuclear arsenal."

Khelif won gold, too. She has filed complaints with French authorities over online harassment stemming from the controversy. (Mohd Rasfan/AFP/Getty Images)


Mary Ilyushina in Berlin and Carolina Pichardo in Santo Domingo contributed to this report.
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Victor Wembanyama is poised for an NBA all-star leap. Who will join him?
As a new season approaches, a look at five players who could make the jump to all-star status for the first time.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-10-17

Victor Wembanyama is set to begin his second NBA season with the San Antonio Spurs. (Ronald Cortes/Getty Images)


Not long after Stephen Curry put the finishing touches on France to win Olympic gold back in August, it became clear the U.S. men's national team better start bracing for Victor Wembanyama's revenge in 2028. After all, the San Antonio Spurs sensation had supplanted Rudy Gobert, a four-time defensive player of the year, in France's starting lineup and led all scorers with 26 points in the championship game despite being just 20 years old.
While USA Basketball still has some time to formulate a plan to stop Wembanyama at the Los Angeles Games, the NBA isn't so lucky. The 2024 rookie of the year is back for his sophomore campaign with 25 extra pounds of muscle and an upgraded supporting cast; oddsmakers now view him as the favorite to be named defensive player of the year and most improved player in his second season.
Before Wembanyama takes home any end-of-season hardware, he must earn his first all-star nod. That's never an easy task in the Western Conference, which didn't have a single first-time selection last year. Indeed, 2024's four newcomers -- Paolo Banchero of the Orlando Magic, Scottie Barnes of the Toronto Raptors, Jalen Brunson of the New York Knicks and Tyrese Maxey of the Philadelphia 76ers -- all came from the East.
Nevertheless, offseason developments have created a pathway for Wembanyama to follow in the footsteps of former No. 1 picks such as LeBron James and Anthony Davis, who made the all-star team in their second year. With the season set to begin in less than a week, here's a look at Wembanyama and four other leading candidates to make their all-star debuts at the 2025 event, which is set for Feb. 16 at San Francisco's Chase Center.
Let's not overthink this: Wembanyama averaged 23.5 points, 12 rebounds and 5.3 assists after the all-star break last season. Multi-time MVPs Nikola Jokic and Giannis Antetokounmpo are the only players who have matched those numbers for a season in the past five years. If Wembanyama maintains good health and keeps up that level of production, he will be headed to San Francisco regardless of where the rebuilding Spurs sit in the standings.
The good news for Wembanyama is that the pool of Western Conference frontcourt candidates is not as deep as usual. Karl-Anthony Towns (Knicks) and Paul George (76ers) moved to the Eastern Conference during the offseason, and Kawhi Leonard is managing an ongoing knee injury to start the season. Even if Jokic, James and Kevin Durant are back as starters, there should be plenty of room for Wembanyama to snag a reserve spot because he is a better two-way player than 2023 all-stars Jaren Jackson Jr., Zion Williamson and Lauri Markkanen.
The 22-year-old Holmgren is another intriguing addition to the West frontcourt chase. While his rookie stats (16.5 points, 7.9 rebounds, 2.3 blocks) were excellent but not quite calculator-breaking, he benefits from playing on a Thunder team that should be among the league's best. Shai Gilgeous-Alexander was Oklahoma City's only all-star representative last season, but the coaches could easily decide to reward Holmgren, the 2024 rookie of the year runner-up, if the Thunder is cruising to the West's top seed again.
Like Wembanyama, Holmgren is a versatile scoring threat and an elite rim-protector whose mobility creates constant matchup concerns for opponents. Though veterans Davis of the Los Angeles Lakers and Domantas Sabonis of the Sacramento Kings could prove difficult for Holmgren to dislodge, playing a central role on a Thunder juggernaut could be enough to boost him over the likes of Jackson, Williamson and Markkanen for one of the West's last selections.
One of Holmgren's chief challenges to receiving an all-star nod will probably come from inside the house in Oklahoma City: Williams, 23, finished fourth in most improved player voting last season and should take another big step forward in his third campaign. A talented scorer, knockdown shooter and committed wing defender, Williams will see his scoring and initiating responsibilities increase following the offseason trade of Josh Giddey to the Chicago Bulls.
If Williams further solidifies himself as Gilgeous-Alexander's perimeter sidekick, he could outpoint Holmgren among coaches who want to acknowledge Oklahoma City's team success with two representatives and prioritize offensive impact. For what it's worth: The only West team to land three all-stars since 2020 was the Golden State Warriors with Stephen Curry, Andrew Wiggins and Draymond Green in 2022.
Williams could also find it harder to break through than Holmgren given the West's deep backcourt pool, which includes Curry, Luka Doncic, Gilgeous-Alexander, Devin Booker and Anthony Edwards, who all made it last season, and a strong second tier of candidates that includes Ja Morant, De'Aaron Fox, Kyrie Irving, James Harden and Jamal Murray.

Jalen Williams is a versatile player for a loaded Thunder team. (Eric Gay/AP)


Sengun, 22, was one of six players who averaged 21 points, nine rebounds and five assists last season; the other five earned all-star nods. This wasn't some unforgivable snubbing in hindsight, because the Houston Rockets went on to finish 11th in the West and the crafty Turkish center missed the last month of the season with an ankle injury. When taking into account team success, Sabonis and Gobert had better cases in 2024 and didn't make the cut.
With Towns and George out of the picture and Gobert coming off an unimpressive showing at the Olympics, Sengun has a chance to be a bigger factor in this year's conversation. Houston's young roster is a year older and wiser, and it should have a decent chance to be in the play-in picture when all-star voting season rolls around. With so many mouths to feed around him, Sengun must nail down his hybrid role as Houston's leading scoring option and a key distributor while also showing progress on the defensive end. Even if he does all that and the Rockets climb in the standings, he could still find himself needing help via injuries to other candidates.
The Eastern Conference looks headed for an all-star logjam: Brunson, Banchero, Maxey and Barnes remain in the mix to return after earning their first selections in 2024, while Towns and George join the Milwaukee Bucks Damian Lillard and the Cleveland Cavaliers Donovan Mitchell as recent high-profile imports from the West. Antetokounmpo and Joel Embiid are mainstays; Celtics forwards Jayson Tatum and Jaylen Brown are still basking in the glow of their first championship. Health permitting, the Miami Heat's Jimmy Butler and Bam Adebayo and the Indiana Pacers' Tyrese Haliburton and Pascal Siakam will probably have convincing cases. Throw in Trae Young and LaMelo Ball, who can be counted on to post impressive individual stats on middling teams, and that's 18 candidates with no newbies.
It will be exceedingly difficult for rising players such as Evan Mobley (Cavaliers), Franz Wagner (Magic), Cade Cunningham (Detroit Pistons) and Brandon Miller (Charlotte Hornets) to zoom past that many established names. Instead, it might be more realistic for White to sneak on as a third representative for the Celtics, assuming the defending champions are mowing down the field again.
Despite pedestrian numbers, White (15.2 points, 5.2 assists, 4.2 rebounds) generated some buzz last season as a possible all-star injury replacement because of his winning contributions on both sides of the ball. A strong postseason run and a successful Olympic stint reinforced his reputation as a player any coach would want on his team, and Kristaps Porzingis's early-season injury absence could open the door for White to post bigger numbers as Boston's third scorer.

Derrick White could break through a crowded field of all-star candidates in the Eastern Conference. (Rula Rouhana/Reuters)
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Michael Locksley's hard line: No celebrations that mimic guns
His son died after being shot in the chest, so celebrations that reference guns are not funny or clever to Maryland's football coach.
By Barry Svrluga | 2024-10-17

Maryland football coach Michael Locksley gave his players a hard rule about celebrations that mimic the use of a gun. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post) 


When one of his Maryland Terrapins made a big play in a September win against Villanova, Michael Locksley watched the kid lift up his shirt, exposing his belt. Locksley grew up in Southwest Washington. He thought he understood body language and gestures that sent clear signals in rough neighborhoods. He was pretty sure he knew what he was looking at.
"In my neighborhood, anyone who did that was telling you, 'Yeah, I've got a gun,'" Locksley said. "It was a '[mess] around and find out' kind of deal. Like, 'What's up?'"
So in a Monday meeting with his players, Locksley asked them: Is that what I think it is? They assured him: "Nah, Coach. This is about our belts. We're strapping them."
Locksley had seen his kids wearing flashy, fashion-forward belts. He trusted them. He moved on. Weeks later, during the Terrapins' bye, he was watching the USC-Minnesota game when a Golden Gophers player was penalized for unsportsmanlike conduct. The referee announced it was due to "simulating brandishing a weapon."
Locksley was incredulous.
"That's what our guys did!" he thought.
The next Monday meeting had a different tone.
"I was a little bit heated because I felt like, 'Damn, my guys lied to me,'" Locksley said this week.
He addressed his players. He did not mince words.
"Let me just say this to you guys so everybody hears me very clearly," he recounted. "I had a son that was murdered with a gun. Getting up and pointing and acting like you're shooting a gun or you got a gun is not something that is funny to me or my family. And if that's how you want to represent making a big play, then this program probably isn't the one you should be in."
Meiko Locksley was found shot in the chest in Columbia, Md., in 2017. He died. He was 25. The killing remains unsolved.
"Apple trees grow apples," Michael Locksley said. "There was no doubt he was going to be 'Coach Locks,' like his dad.'"
Externally, this would appear to be a trying season for Locksley and his Terrapins. After back-to-back 8-5 campaigns and three straight bowl wins, this may have been the most talented of Locksley's six Maryland teams to date. The schedule doesn't include Big Ten heavyweights Ohio State and Michigan. There was much preseason optimism.
But after a disappointing 37-10 home loss to Northwestern last Friday, the Terps head into Saturday's game against new conference foe USC at 3-3 overall, 0-3 in the Big Ten. From a football perspective, these are difficult times.
From a life perspective?
"I don't get sucked into the negative things that are said about this program," Locksley said.
His view: Positive things can happen internally even when all the public sees is the struggle.
Locksley feels Meiko's loss every day. By the end of his life, Meiko -- the second oldest of Locksley's four kids -- was dealing with mental health issues that may or may not have stemmed from concussions he suffered while playing college football. Locksley's quiet pledge: make sure his players understand the issues that surround Meiko's loss.
"The gift in adversity for me is that it woke me up about mental health," Locksley said. "The gift in the adversity of Meiko's death is I'm now doing things with my players where they have impact in this area."
That's not just scolding them about mimicking brandishing a weapon -- an issue that has been sprinkled across college and pro football this season. That's educating them about gun violence so they can go into the community and discuss it.
"Meiko's thing didn't bring my awareness to gun violence," Locksley said. "I mean, I grew up and I've lost many friends and close people and important people to me to gun violence."
So when Maryland was putting together its name, image and likeness collective -- the operation that would pay Terps in college sports' new economy -- Locksley wanted there to be pillars around which the entity was built: literacy, drug and alcohol abuse prevention, mental health awareness and gun violence education.
"Those are real issues that are close and personal to me and my family," he said.
Terps who learn about the causes and impact of gun violence can return to their home communities and talk about preventing it, log those appearances with the collective and get paid for speaking out. Star wide receiver Tai Felton, for instance, in his native Loudoun County.
"Him going to these places, and kids seeing him and him telling them, 'Put the guns down; it's not right,' that's having an impact," Locksley said. "Those are the wins."
The wins can feel hard to come by. There are lessons through it all. Northwestern is in the past. USC awaits. That's in October 2024. Meiko Locksley's death is forever. If his dad can somehow find a gift in that unspeakable adversity, he damn sure ought to spread it.
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Curt Cignetti keeps it simple. What he's done at Indiana is remarkable.
The straight-talking coach doesn't over-complicate things, and in his first season in Bloomington, the Hoosiers are off to one of their best starts ever.
By John Feinstein | 2024-10-17

Curt Cignetti was convinced Indiana was sufficiently committed to building a winning football program. (Michael Reaves/Getty Images)


Curt Cignetti was patiently answering questions one day last week. "No rush," he said to his questioner. "When I hang up with you, I'm just going back to watching film. That's what I do most of the time."
At 63, Cignetti is old enough to still talk about watching "film." It makes sense, since he first started watching film with his dad when film was still film.
"I think I first knew I wanted to be a coach when I was in third grade," he said. "I grew up watching film with my dad and watching games from the sidelines. It was something I always loved."
Cignetti's father, Frank, is a member of the College Football Hall of Fame. Curt, in his first season as coach at Indiana, has turned the Hoosiers into one of the season's biggest surprises. Indiana is 6-0 for just the second time in program history entering Saturday's game against Nebraska.
Curt played for his father for a year at West Virginia and then played his last three years there for Don Nehlen. Frank Cignetti had a splenectomy in December 1978 after being diagnosed with cancer and spent five weeks in the hospital. West Virginia fired him at the end of the 1979 season, and Curt, who had just finished his freshman season as a backup quarterback, thought about transferring before deciding to stick around.
He graduated in 1982 and went straight into coaching, starting as a graduate assistant at Pittsburgh. He coached at six schools before Nick Saban hired him for his first staff at Alabama in 2007.
In the meantime, his father, having recovered from cancer -- after twice being given last rites -- had taken the job at his alma mater, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, and had gone 182-50-1 in 20 seasons, retiring in 2005. When the program faltered in the years that followed, Curt was offered his father's former job in 2010.
"I was going from a perennial national championship contender to a flailing Division II program," Cignetti said. "But I didn't want to be a career assistant, and it was my dad's school. Working for Nick for four years was like getting a PhD in coaching. My dad taught me all the basics of how to be a leader. Nick taught me about attention to detail every minute of every day."
Cignetti turned IUP around, going 53-17 in six seasons. In 2016, Elon was looking for a new coach after six straight losing seasons. Given the chance to move up from Division II, Cignetti took the job and promptly went 8-4 in his first season and made the Football Championship Subdivision playoffs. A year later, after Elon lost its starting quarterback and best running back in the second week of the season, the Saints were 6-5 -- but still made the postseason.
"To me, 6-5 is a terrible season," Cignetti said. "But I guess I'm spoiled."
Cignetti has had two 6-5 teams -- one at IUP and one at Elon. Those are his worst records in 14 seasons as a head coach.
Despite the injuries, Elon upset James Madison on the road, ending a 19-game home winning streak for the Dukes.

Cignetti says when he talks to his players, "I try to make every word count because once you lose them, you aren't getting them back." (Nam Y. Huh/AP)


The victory was one reason JMU came to Cignetti when Coach Mike Houston left at the end of the 2018 season to coach at East Carolina. Cignetti's instinct was to stay at Elon, but he eventually took the job.
"I had two daughters who wanted to go to med school, and they offered 31/2 times as much money," he said. "Plus, they had all that tradition there in the FCS. In the end, I couldn't say no."
The Dukes lost to North Dakota State at the buzzer in the 2019 national championship game, finishing 14-2. Three seasons later, they moved up to the Football Bowl Subdivision and went 8-3 while ineligible for postseason play because they were in the NCAA's five-year transition period. A year after that, they became a national story after starting 10-0 while the NCAA still insisted they could not play in a bowl game. That changed when fewer than the necessary 82 teams qualified for bowls, and JMU was given a bid to the Armed Forces Bowl.
Cignetti didn't get to coach in that game. A week after the season ended, he got a call to interview at Indiana, which had fired Tom Allen after a 3-9 season. A week later, Cignetti was the Hoosiers' coach.
"It all happened very fast," he said. "I got the call from [Athletic Director] Scott Dolson asking me to come out and meet with him and [university president] Pam Whitten. They both impressed me right away with their commitment to making Indiana football better. I'm a believer that any job can be a good job if the commitment is there. I came home and asked my wife [Manette] how she felt about it, and she was all for it. If not, I wouldn't have taken the job."
Since arriving in Bloomington, Cignetti has not been shy about his ambitions. Asked at a news conference in December about how he sells himself to potential recruits, Cignetti replied: "It's pretty simple. I win. Google me."
So far this season, Cignetti has enhanced his search engine results. Indiana has not trailed during its six-game winning streak, the program's longest since 1967, and has scored at least 40 points in five consecutive games for the first time in program history. Cignetti is well aware that the season's most formidable opponents -- Nebraska, Washington, Michigan State, Michigan and Ohio State -- lie ahead, but he remains undaunted.
"My life's pretty simple," he said. "Family and football. I still have the armchair we bought 35 years ago when we first got married. Every time we move, [my wife] tries to get rid of it, but I won't let her. I've moved a lot the last 14 years, and I need that chair for comfort -- emotional comfort."
His leadership style is also simple -- and direct. "Learned that from my father," he said. "When I talk to my players as a team or one-on-one, I don't say a whole lot. If you go on for too long, you lose them, their minds wander. I try to make every word count because once you lose them, you aren't getting them back."
Does he believe Indiana is capable of challenging Ohio State and Michigan for Big Ten titles?
"Put it this way: I'm not a believer in limitations," he said. "The ceiling is whatever you make it. You are in control."
Cignetti is 125-35 as head coach. He says Indiana will be his last job. It appears he hasn't reached the ceiling yet.
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On the anniversary of Tommie Smith's protest, a sculpture brings it to life
Glenn Kaino's "Bridge" installation animates the protest of Tommie Smith and John Carlos while honoring the Olympic Project for Human Rights.
By Kevin Blackistone | 2024-10-16

Glenn Kaino's "Bridge" is now at the Smithsonian American Art Museum. (Lucia RM Martino and Tucker Garrison, Smithsonian Institution) 


In a sense, what drew artist Glenn Kaino to this iconic sports moment is antithetical to what usually attracts us to such events: movement.
Willie Mays's over-the-shoulder catch in the 1954 World Series. Muhammad Ali dancing over heavyweight boxing champion Sonny Liston after he had decked him in 1965. Brandi Chastain snatching off her jersey and exposing her sports bra as she slid on her knees in celebration of her winning penalty kick in the 1999 World Cup.
For what mesmerized Kaino, what engrossed him so much forever that he kept a cutout picture of it at his side, was a static moment: U.S. Olympic sprinters Tommie Smith and John Carlos standing virtually motionless on the medal stand at the Mexico City Summer Games 56 years ago Wednesday, each with his head bowed and a black-gloved fist thrust defiantly into the night sky.
They had marched onto the podium after capturing gold and bronze, respectively, in the men's 200-meter final. They stood in black socks as they were awarded their medals. Then they spun to their right in unison, as if in a military formation, toward flagpoles where two American flags were lifted indicating their victories for country.
And as "The Star-Spangled Banner" began to play, signifying that an American won gold, each man dropped his head and began a protest of the inequitable treatment of Black people back across the border in the States. Their fists were the universal call for Black Power.
The moment was the inspiration for Keino's current installation at the Smithsonian American Art Museum called "Bridge." It will be the centerpiece of an exhibition on race and sculpture opening in November that includes a controversial sculpture of the first Black man allowed to fight for the heavyweight championship, which he won, Jack Johnson.
"I had a small picture of Tommie and the famous salute taped to the corner of one of my computers in my Los Angeles studio," Kaino has explained. "One day a friend came to visit, and he pointed at it and said: 'Coach Smith! Want to meet him?'
"I didn't know if Tommie was even alive, let alone the depth of his story. But I immediately said yes."

U.S. athletes Tommie Smith, center, and John Carlos extend gloved hands skyward in protest at the 1968 Summer Games. (AP) 


So the fourth-generation Japanese American artist, born four years after Smith and Carlos protested, took off for Atlanta to meet a then-66-year-old Black man who had captured his consciousness.
"I explained to him that I wasn't there to suggest any artwork but to ask if he would be interested in collaborating on a long-term project to help bring his story to the world in a new way, allowing him to be a witness to the rich history he has inspired," Kaino has said. "We then met in Los Angeles shortly after, and I cast his arm."
I, too, have been so forever entranced by that powerful image etched in perpetuity that I have three representations of it in my office, the most grand of which is a Warhol-ish piece on glass that I cajoled a skateboarding graphic artist, Curt Eichelberger, to do.
But the vision Kaino had for capturing what became a seminal moment of protest on a sports platform was, ironically, to liven it. Feign its movement. Resuscitate it.
Bridge first exhibited in 2014 in D.C. at a show in the Navy Yard neighborhood. Sarah Newman, a curator at the Smithsonian American Art Museum in downtown Washington, was so captivated that she began lobbying the institution to purchase it. Late last summer, she had secured it to open in a permanent space. It is hung on thin silver cables from the ceiling of the Luce Foundation Center on the third floor, a glistening, undulating canopy of 200 golden arms, grown from the 180 in the Navy Yard, taken from that single cast of Smith's right arm. It stretches the length of the hall.

Former track star Tommie Smith allowed the artist Glenn Keino to cast his arm for his sculpture, Bridge. (Thomas Padilla/AP) 


"The idea was to use the symbol, the element of the symbol, as source material," Kaino explained from his L.A. space. "His arm was like a stand-in for that movement."
The movement was the Olympic Project for Human Rights, which was birthed at San Jose State -- when Smith and Carlos were on its track team -- by athlete-turned-sociologist Harry Edwards. Edwards originally spurred the Olympic athletes in OPHR to boycott the 1968 Summer Olympics to underscore the poverty, poor education and discrimination Black folks in the United States faced then. But the final analysis suggested it would be easier to be heard where the world's media would be on hand, in Mexico City, than to stay home where it would not be.
As it turned out, Smith and Carlos were quickly sent back home after staging their protest, summarily booted out of the Olympics while called Black belligerents and worse. But their message was seen and heard, though not without disfigurement.
"One of the motivations was to bring forth Tommie's intention," Kaino said, "to use his body as a conversation for human rights, as opposed to how the media has woven it as a more polarized interpretation of that moment."
Indeed, one of the most remarkable responses to Smith and Carlos in the immediate wake of their protest came from legendary sports broadcaster Brent Musburger, who as a Chicago sports columnist at the time labeled the pair "black-skinned storm troopers." Kaino produced a documentary in 2020 on this project called "With Drawn Arms" in which he interviewed Musburger about his half-century-old critique. Musburger, who for years refused to apologize for his harshness, finally did.
After all, all that Smith and Carlos had done was peacefully protest for the civil rights of their people, after witnessing earlier in 1968 the assassination of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
So, in another sense, Kaino's piece seems to hint at the infinity of righteous struggle, the way it flows up and down. And it speaks to the lineage of protest in sports of which Smith was a part, not a start, and of which those who have come after, such as Colin Kaepernick, are not, unfortunately, an end.
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With USC up next, Maryland tries to stay 'calm through the chaos'
The Terrapins have lost two games in a row, and their chances of qualifying for a bowl game are fading as the Trojans come to town Saturday.
By Gene Wang | 2024-10-17

Maryland was overmatched in its most recent game against Northwestern, and it carries a 3-3 Big Ten record into its next game Saturday against USC. (Daniel Kucin Jr./AP)


In reflecting on how the Maryland football team had fallen woefully short of its expectations over the first half of this season, senior wide receiver Tai Felton drew a comparison to his sophomore year, when he contributed via special teams in addition to being a top reserve on offense.
It did not go well for Felton during his initial foray returning kickoffs, when a fumble overshadowed his three returns for 105 yards. In the next game, Felton had the ball bounce off his face mask while attempting to field a kickoff, leaving his confidence even more shaken.
But Felton recalled gathering himself after that uneven stretch and refocusing on fundamentals, leading to a promising finish to the season. Over the next two years, he became a respected leader in the wide receivers room. This season, Felton leads Big Ten receivers in yards (719) and receptions (55).
It all served to illustrate Felton's perspective regarding why it's imperative for the Terrapins (3-3, 0-3 Big Ten) to blunt outside distractions, particularly from a disgruntled fan base that has taken to social media to vent its frustrations, and embrace the immediate task at hand, which in this case means handling Southern Cal (3-3, 1-3) on homecoming Saturday at SECU Stadium.
"Adversity is going to happen," Felton said Tuesday afternoon. "There's stuff that happens in life that, I mean, won't go your way, but through the chaos you've got to stay calm, kind of control the pressure and kind of control everything around you, so just kind of staying calm and keeping our heads straight and keep staying positive so we can get out of this thing."
Felton was referencing Maryland's two-game losing streak that has the Terrapins 0-3 in the Big Ten for the first time since 2015. The Terrapins are coming off a 37-10 loss to visiting Northwestern that was among the most disheartening defeats under Coach Michael Locksley given not only the lopsided result but also considering Maryland was coming off an open week.
The Wildcats instead played with greater energy and attention to execution even with far less time to prepare, all but securing their first conference victory of the year when defensive tackle Aiden Hubbard sacked Maryland quarterback Billy Edwards Jr. at the Terps' 2-yard line, forcing a fumble that Hubbard returned for a touchdown to open a 24-10 lead early in the fourth quarter.
The Terrapins dropped to 2-8 in their past 10 Big Ten games dating from last season. They have not won a conference home game in more than a year and face the prospect of missing out on a bowl berth for the first time since Locksley's first season in College Park in 2019, save for the pandemic-shortened 2020 season when Maryland played only five games.
Maryland's remaining schedule includes road games against second-ranked Oregon on Nov. 9 and No. 3 Penn State in the regular season finale Nov. 30. Only one of the Terrapins' opponents after this weekend has a losing record in the conference. Each of the Trojans' Big Ten losses, meanwhile, have been by one possession, including by a field goal to defending national champion Michigan and Penn State.
The Terrapins, who need three more wins in their final six games to become bowl eligible, have lost their past two conference games by a combined score of 79-38.
"We haven't looked at it that way," Locksley said. "I can't. I'm kind of one-track minded. I came here big-picture thinking, opened my big mouth, everyone's like, 'Shut up, Locks, about competing for championships.' I promise you we've got a really good football team, and through the wisdom I've gained from the great experiences and negative experiences, whether it's here at Maryland or being a part of winning at a place like [Alabama] and understanding that, there's nobody in that building that's panicked.
"I promise you this is not acting. This is what makes us us, the authenticity of being able to say, 'Here are the issues, here are the decisions that have to be made, make the decisions and have the grit to allow them to take shape,' and that's what we're doing."
An alarming breakdown contributing significantly to the loss to Northwestern was a season-high four turnovers. In addition to the Edwards strip sack stemming from a breakdown in pass protection, the Terrapins also lost a fumble on a kickoff return and nearly lost another on a kickoff that initially was misplayed.
Maryland entered last weekend leading all power conference schools in turnover differential (plus-11) and had gone turnover-free in three games. The ailing secondary, with senior safety Dante Trader Jr. a game-time decision this week, has been especially opportunistic, collecting seven of the Terrapins' eight interceptions this season.
"It's a little rocky right now, just because of the expectations," Maryland senior linebacker Donnell Brown said. "I think for us it's just staying positive, honestly being calm through the chaos, if that makes sense. I think it's our job as older players to kind of set the example that everything is okay, because, like, at the end of the day, yeah, we're .500, but we've got, what, six games to get six? Yeah, we'll be fine."
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Shohei Ohtani was in a slump. One moonshot home run took care of that. 
Ohtani's mammoth three-run homer in the eighth inning helped the Dodgers silence the Mets and regain the series lead in the NLCS.
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-10-17

Shohei Ohtani has struggled by his own lofty standards during his first MLB postseason, but his majestic home run in Game 3 of the NLCS on Wednesday helped the Dodgers regain the series lead over the Mets. (CJ Gunther/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


NEW YORK -- When it comes to Shohei Ohtani, who hit a ball to the moon in the Los Angeles Dodgers' 8-0 win over the New York Mets in Game 3 of the National League Championship Series on Wednesday night, the voice of reason was a former MVP in a bright orange sweatshirt that read "I'd rather be on Mars."
The voice belonged to Mookie Betts, an all-time Dodgers star who this year found himself relegated to Ohtani's orbit much like the rest, and he was annoyed that anyone was wondering when his otherworldly teammate would emerge from a much-discussed playoff slump.
"I don't know why people -- I have no idea why people are talking about Shohei. He's the best player on the field. Every day," said Betts, who at times in his career has been able to make a credible claim to that designation. "There's no need to worry about him. 'Oh, he hasn't gotten a hit with no one on? Who cares? He's Shohei Ohtani.'"
Until Ohtani launched his three-run shot so deep into right field in the eighth inning Wednesday, that "hasn't gotten a hit with no one on" thing had indeed become the latest plotline of the playoff rookie's story. By the time he did that, the Dodgers were well on their way to a 2-1 NLCS lead over the Mets. Los Angeles has outscored New York 20-7 in three games, and it has shut the Mets out twice.
But Ohtani was largely absent from the proceedings, with a playoff batting average that stands at .226 and includes a particularly mind-boggling statistic: The Dodgers' leadoff man is 7 for 9 when he's batted with runners on and 0 for 22 with the bases clear.
The slump was noticeable enough that Dodgers Manager Dave Roberts did not try to cover for his star this week, acknowledging that Ohtani had gotten uncharacteristically aggressive after striking out against his idol, San Diego Padres right-hander Yu Darvish, in the division series.
"I do think that he can hit anyone, as we all know," Roberts said. "But he's still got to be kind of stubborn in his zone. And I do feel that [Wednesday] he's got to get back to the big part of the field. If he can do that, it should bode well for all of us."
Ohtani, for his part, said Tuesday he was worried less about which pitches he was trying to hit and more how he was hitting them.
"Rather than my strike zone management," Ohtani said through an interpreter, "I'm more concerned when I swing at pitches, whether that's a foul or a pop fly."
Ohtani started Wednesday's game by hitting Luis Severino's first pitch up the first base line, just fair, an easy out. It was not the kind of swing that normally sets a tone.
But as it turned out, an inning later, soft groundballs proved to be a productive Dodgers strategy. After Max Muncy walked, Teoscar Hernandez chopped a swinging bunt in front of home plate that tempted Mets catcher Francisco Alvarez into an ill-advised attempt to throw out the lead runner, who was safe at second.
A batter later, Gavin Lux chopped a ball back to Severino. The veteran right-hander bobbled it, which meant he could not get the lead runner and had to settle for one out at first. Will Smith followed by chopping a ball to the third base side of Severino. It bounced into no man's land and scored a run. The first ball to leave the infield that inning was Tommy Edman's sacrifice fly, which pushed a statistically unearned Dodgers lead to two.
Edman, who hit eighth Wednesday, is more of a contact-type hitter than the rest of the Dodgers' powerful lineup, a bat control player the likes of which this lineup has not recently employed. He is 5 for 11 with five RBI in the NLCS. The man who hit behind him, playoff savant Kike Hernandez, homered in the sixth inning to increase the Dodgers' lead to 4-0.
"My first two at-bats I was pretty upset I wasn't able to get on for [Ohtani]. And third at-bat, the whole mentality was to try to get on base," Hernandez said. "... He hung a [splitter], and I was able to get enough on it."
So the bases were clear for Ohtani, who endured one of the more painful strikeouts of his season. It became clear why he prioritizes hitting the ball fair over strike zone management as he fouled two pitches off his leg and spent several seconds grimacing as he limped around home plate. Then he swung and missed at an uncompetitive strike three.
"Every time he steps in the box, everybody expects something good to happen," Betts said. "I think that's the problem. He's done it so many times that you expect it. He's a human for 20 at-bats, but it's Shohei."
And in the eighth, it was Shohei with two runners on base, facing a right-handed pitcher with a more familiar delivery than some of the specialists he has seen in recent days. He took the same furious, spinning swing. This time, he hit the ball so high and far down the right field line that it did not pass either side of the foul pole. It simply flew over it, ruled fair after replay.
"The attitude from Shohei, it doesn't matter if he does not hit that homer or he hits two or three homers, he's going to give the same emotions from him," Teoscar Hernandez said. "But it's a breather for him and for the team."
A few batters later to start the ninth, Max Muncy tied the Dodgers record for postseason home runs with the 13th of his playoff career, equaling Corey Seager and Justin Turner. His and Ohtani's blasts meant the Dodgers did not have to use all of their top relievers late, sparing them the ninth in a blowout. And it means Los Angeles is two wins from the World Series, despite that lousy leadoff man who cannot hit with no one on.
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Sabrina Ionescu's stunner puts the Liberty on the cusp of the WNBA title
Ionescu buried a long three-pointer with a second left to give New York an 80-77 victory over the Minnesota Lynx in Game 3 of the WNBA Finals.
By Kareem Copeland | 2024-10-17

The Liberty's Sabrina Ionescu makes a long three-pointer in the final seconds to stun the Lynx in Game 3 of the WNBA Finals on Wednesday night. (Abbie Parr/AP)


MINNEAPOLIS -- As Sabrina Ionescu sat on the bench during a timeout with just seconds left in Game 3 of the WNBA Finals, New York Liberty Coach Sandy Brondello looked her in the eye and told her she would be taking the final shot. After the No. 1 draft pick in 2020 hit what she called "the biggest shot of my career," she had to watch it again in the locker room to see what had happened.
With the clock dwindling and the score tied at 77, Ionescu sized up defender Kayla McBride, gave a slight hesitation, then stepped back and rose up from just inside the center-court logo with a hand in her face -- 28 feet from the rim -- and buried a three-pointer to give New York the lead with one second remaining. Minnesota couldn't get a shot off on its final possession, leaving the 19,521 in attendance -- the largest crowd in Lynx history -- stunned and staggering toward the doors as the Liberty claimed an 80-77 victory Wednesday night at Target Center.
"I've practiced that shot a thousand times," Ionescu said. "In my head. On the court. And I feel like that's just something that, as athletes, you put yourself in that position to want to be able to make a shot. ... I didn't realize how far out I was."
New York, which erased a 15-point deficit for its second consecutive victory, is a win away from its first WNBA title. Its first chance arrives in Game 4 here Friday night.
This is the first series in WNBA Finals history to feature multiple 15-point comebacks; Minnesota erased an 18-point deficit to win Game 1 in overtime before New York took Game 2.
Ionescu hit the game-winner, but fellow Liberty star Breanna Stewart led the 15-point rally.
Stewart knew there was more out there for her after a pair of good-but-not-great offensive games to start the series. Ghosts of greatness loomed overhead as the two-time MVP stood on the Target Center floor hours before Wednesday's game.
In the rafters, white banners with blue and green trim were reminders of one of the league's most prolific dynasties -- they represented the championships won by the Lynx in 2011, 2013, 2015 and 2017. Alongside those were the numbers of the biggest pieces of those teams -- Maya Moore, Lindsay Whalen, Rebekkah Brunson, Seimone Augustus and Sylvia Fowles.
Stewart's Liberty remains without a WNBA title, and she had yet to have a breakout performance in this series. That last part changed Wednesday: She had 30 points, 11 rebounds and four blocks to help the Liberty rally.
"I think that we were all kind of just waiting for our moment," Stewart said. "Waiting for the script to flip a little bit. They punched us in the face in the first quarter, and we continued to wear them down. We knew that our pace was something that made them tired. For me, it was just kind of like, I was motivated. I was mad. And I liked my matchups that I had."

Breanna Stewart took over in the second half for New York. (Abbie Parr/AP)


Before its stars took over in the fourth quarter, the Liberty had trailed since the first two minutes of the game. In the final period, Stewart seemed unstoppable -- she followed a turnaround fadeaway with a three-pointer and a three-point play to tie the score at 69. Not long after, Jonquel Jones knocked down her only three-pointer of the game before adding a layup off a pretty pass from Ionescu, who had been fairly quiet. She didn't stay that way -- she added a three of her own to give New York a 77-73 lead with less than a minute left.
A Bridget Carleton layup and two free throws by Napheesa Collier -- sandwiched around an Ionescu three-point attempt that nearly went down -- tied the score at 77 for Minnesota and set up Ionescu's heroics.
"It's not like a Hail Mary, hope this goes in," Ionescu said of the game-winner. "It's like, once I got it off, I was like, yeah, this is in."
At one point in the fourth quarter, Stewart was captured on the sideline shouting, "We are not f---ing losing this game."
"Just, I could feel it," Stewart said. "You could feel the momentum was shifting to our side."
Collier paced the Lynx with 22 points and nine rebounds, and has now passed Diana Taurasi (2009) for the most points scored in a single postseason. McBride added 19 points, Carleton posted 14, and Courtney Williams finished with 12 points and eight assists.
As Stewart had her best offensive game of the series, Ionescu, Jones and Leonie Fiebich each added 13 points for New York.
"It's pretty special," Brondellos said. "It was never in doubt. Obviously Stewie got us back in there, willed us in there, but I thought the right time, this is Sabrina. She just made a big shot. She's a great shooter and she just needed a little bit of separation.
"What I love about her is that she backs herself. Not everyone can take those big shots and make them. She can. So I trust her."
For five days, the Lynx had to answer questions about slow starts after they were punched in the mouth to open Games 1 and 2. Both times they trailed by double digits while giving up 30-plus points in the opening 10 minutes. They were sick of talking about it.
On Wednesday, they did something about it, opening up a 26-11 lead while swarming on defense and turning New York turnovers into points. When the quarter ended, the Lynx had 14 points off eight Liberty turnovers and led 28-18.
But, as Minnesota did in the first two games, New York responded in the second quarter. The Liberty cut down on its turnovers, and its own defense picked up. The Lynx still led 43-35 at halftime.
"Our defense gave us a chance to win the game, period," Lynx Coach Cheryl Reeve said. "And our offense has got to help our defense.
"They're a good defensive team ... but it felt like we had some good opportunities."
Stewart took over in the second half, and a wild sequence at the end of the third quarter put New York within striking distance. Minnesota's Williams grabbed a rebound but fell to give the ball back to the Liberty. Ionescu promptly buried a three-pointer, and Jones came flying in from nowhere on the other end for a block before Stewart knocked down a pair of free throws. New York got another defensive stop before Stewart completed a three-point play with 19.5 seconds remaining. That cut Minnesota's lead to 62-61.
Lynx starting forward Alanna Smith was limited to just under 20 minutes of court time due to foul trouble and a back injury that decimated her minutes. Her absence was felt and Reeve said that they need their starters on the floor.
For Minnesota, the stakes are now as high as they can get: The team needs back-to-back wins to claim a record fifth title. Another loss would send the Lynx home ringless -- and would let New York finally stand atop the WNBA.

Ionescu was the hero Wednesday night. (David Berding/Getty Images)


The league announced its all-WNBA teams Wednesday. Stewart, Collier, A'ja Wilson (Las Vegas), Alyssa Thomas (Connecticut) and Caitlin Clark (Indiana) were named to the first team. Willson and Collier were both unanimous selections. Ionescu, Jones, Kahleah Copper (Phoenix), Nneka Ogwumike (Seattle) and Arike Ogunbowale (Dallas) were named to the second team.
"That was just a great all-WNBA second-team performance, that's it," Ionescu said with a smirk.
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NCAA closes loophole that helped Oregon beat Ohio State in final seconds
The Ducks and other teams won't be able to burn precious seconds off the clock anymore by putting 12 men on the field for plays in the final two minutes of a half.
By Des Bieler | 2024-10-17

Oregon Coach Dan Lanning, center, had indicated that his Ducks intentionally committed a penalty to help secure Saturday's win over Ohio State. (Lydia Ely/AP)


Days after Oregon knocked off Ohio State in a showdown of highly ranked teams, the NCAA amended a rule that effectively closed a loophole that the Ducks had exploited in the closing seconds.
In need of a score in the final minute of Saturday's game, the Buckeyes drove to Oregon's 43-yard line before they faced third and 25 with 10 seconds to play. Oregon then called a timeout, and the ensuing play -- an incomplete pass by Ohio State -- was negated by an illegal substitution penalty on the Ducks after officials noticed they had 12 men on the field.
The penalty moved Ohio State five yards down the field, but it also took four seconds off the clock. That proved to be a happy trade-off for Oregon after the Buckeyes' next play resulted in a scramble that burned the rest of the clock and sealed the Ducks' 32-31 home win.
On Wednesday, the NCAA issued what it described as an "interpretation" of the rule governing such episodes when they unfold in the final two minutes of a half. Going forward, if a defense has 12 men on the field actively participating in a play, the team on offense will have the option to have the game clock reset to where it was when the ball was snapped.
An exception was made for instances in which a defense's 12th player is trying to get off the field when the ball is snapped and has no active involvement in the play. In those cases, the NCAA announced, the five-yard penalty would be assessed as normal without any clock adjustment.
"Football is a very dynamic game," Steve Shaw, national coordinator of officials for the NCAA, said Wednesday in a statement. "Occasionally there are specific situations where committing a penalty can give a team an advantage. A guiding principle of the NCAA Football Rules Committee is that there should be no benefit when a team commits a penalty. The goal of this in-season interpretation is to eliminate a potential clock advantage for committing a substitution foul and take away any gain for the defense if they violate the substitution rule."
The Big Ten crew officiating the game called the play correctly, Shaw told Yahoo Sports on Tuesday, but the NCAA's interest in seeing "fair play" carried out on the field led it quickly to convene a meeting of its rules committee.
When asked about the play Monday, Oregon Coach Dan Lanning indicated he planned for the penalty to benefit his team the way it did.
"We spend an inordinate amount of time on situations," the 38-year-old Lanning, in his third season as the Ducks' coach, said then. "There are some situations that don't show up very often in college football, but this was one that obviously was something we had worked on. You can see the result."
The victory for 6-0 Oregon, which was ranked third going into Saturday's game, propelled it to No. 2 in the latest Associated Press poll. Ohio State (5-1) fell from No. 2 to No. 4; top-ranked Texas and No. 3 Penn State are also ahead of the Buckeyes.
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The Commanders' work on defense starts early -- with their breakfast club
Washington's secondary has struggled, especially Sunday against the prolific Ravens. The unit is trying to hash things out before practice. 
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-10-17

Of the Commanders' early-morning meetings, cornerback Noah Igbinoghene said "that constant communication and getting around each other as a brotherhood helps us on the field." (Daniel Kucin Jr./AP)


The Breakfast Club convenes first thing in the morning, before the start of team meetings at the Washington Commanders' Ashburn training facility. What began as a weekly endeavor to try to eliminate some of the on-field breakdowns in the secondary has become a daily installment for the team's defensive backs. Every morning Wednesday through Saturday ahead of Sunday games, the secondary gathers roughly 30 minutes before the mandatory team schedule begins to review game film, go over plays and talk.
The rookies bring the snacks.
"Just getting together in the morning early and just talking through what we see -- how we see certain things and making sure we're all seeing things the same way," safety Jeremy Chinn said. "... Toward the end of last week, we had the whole defense in there, so I think that's something we're trying to work toward."
In previous years, some defensive backs met in the morning to review film, including safety Jeremy Reaves and former Washington defensive backs Kam Curl and Kendall Fuller. But the full group didn't meet daily, in addition to regularly scheduled team meetings, to watch tape and talk through situations.
Not until this season.
"I feel like just that constant communication and getting around each other as a brotherhood helps us on the field because there's a lot of stuff we have to remember," said cornerback Noah Igbinoghene, a first-round draft pick by Miami in 2020 who said he was never part of anything similar when he was with the Dolphins or the Dallas Cowboys.
The smallest details -- communication, poor angles, getting out of place on the field, missed assignments and blown tackles -- repeatedly have created big problems for the Commanders' defense and often have led to explosive plays for opponents.
That was the case in Sunday's 30-23 loss to the Baltimore Ravens. Washington's defense loaded the box to try to contain the most prolific rushing attack and top-scoring offense in the NFL. In doing so, its secondary played more man-to-man coverage, a tough ask for personnel seemingly better suited to play zone.
The Commanders' defense held its own early, but it wasn't long before the Ravens capitalized on Washington's mistakes and gashed it with big plays.
"You look back, and there's only three or four plays [that were problematic]," Chinn said. "But those three or four plays lose football games, so just cleaning up those things. I feel like we had a lot of free runners and a lot of things -- our communication wasn't always the best or where it should be. But we're here to work and continue to improve on those things and get those cleaned up."
Washington gave up 12 explosive plays (completions of at least 16 yards and rushes of at least 12 yards) in Week 6, bringing its season total of 53. No defense has allowed a higher rate (15 percent) of explosive plays. The Commanders' defense also ranks 29th in opponent yards per play (6.0), third-down conversion rate (46 percent) and red-zone efficiency (70 percent).
"It felt like sometimes we had some guys open or we were missing maybe a guy here and there, which is crazy because that's all stuff that we can fix on our end," cornerback Benjamin St-Juste said after the loss in Baltimore. "The [score], it wasn't that big of a gap. It was a pretty close game, so if we can eliminate those small things ... we just beat ourself. These small things could have made the game go a little bit different toward the fourth quarter."

Commanders cornerback Benjamin St-Juste tries to corral Ravens wide receiver Rashod Bateman on Sunday. (Terrance Williams/AP)


The defensive issues don't fall solely on the secondary; all three levels -- the line, the linebackers and the defensive backs -- have shared in the blame at various points. And in the two games before the loss to the Ravens, the defense showed significant improvement across the board.
But depth was a concern from the outset and became a more pressing issue last week. Cornerback Emmanuel Forbes Jr., the Commanders' first-round pick in 2023, was a healthy scratch, raising questions about his long-term future if the coaching staff felt keeping him on the sideline was its best option.
Coach Dan Quinn said Wednesday that he had a conversation with Forbes to remind him "it's not always going to be this rocky" and to encourage him to take advantage when he is called upon.
Quinn's bigger focus this week has been the defensive line. Starting tackle Jonathan Allen tore his left pectoral muscle in the third quarter against the Ravens, end Dorance Armstrong suffered a rib or oblique injury and left in the second quarter, and end Javontae Jean-Baptiste suffered an ankle injury.
Allen is done for the season and was placed on injured reserve, as was Jean-Baptiste. Armstrong did not practice Wednesday; although Quinn said he doesn't expect the injury to be a long-term issue, it's not clear whether Armstrong will be available Sunday against the Carolina Panthers.
For reinforcement, the Commanders signed defensive tackle Sheldon Day from their practice squad, picked up free agent defensive end Jalyn Holmes and added tackle Carl Davis to the practice squad. The changes will affect the rotation up front and probably will put the onus on second-round rookie Johnny Newton inside. It also will require more from Washington's secondary as the Commanders continue to try to marry the rush with the coverage.
Eliminating mistakes will be paramount, and it may start with the Breakfast Club.
"I feel like the extra meeting time just helps us," Igbinoghene said. "It might not be that much, but over time it could be the difference for us."
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Serena Williams says she had grapefruit-sized cyst removed from her neck
The retired tennis star said she first discovered the growth, which was found to be non-cancerous, in May and recently had it removed on the advice of doctors.
By Des Bieler | 2024-10-17

"I am feeling so grateful, and fortunate everything worked out," Serena Williams, shown at the ESPY awards in July, wrote in a social media post, "and most of all I'm healthy." (Mark J. Terrill/AP)


Retired tennis star Serena Williams said in a video she posted to TikTok this week that she had a cyst "the size of a grapefruit" removed from her neck.
Sharing the video from what appeared to be a hospital bed, Williams, 43, said Tuesday that she first noticed a "big mass" on her neck in May. Feeling "mortified" at the discovery, she had a number of tests performed, which revealed it was not a cancerous mass but a benign, branchial cyst.
Doctors told her then that getting it removed was optional, Williams wrote in a caption for the video, but it "kept growing." Eventually, her medical team advised getting the cyst removed before it could get infected or develop a dangerous leak."
"So this is me removing it," Williams wrote. "I am feeling so grateful, and fortunate everything worked out, and most of all I'm healthy."
A 23-time Grand Slam singles title winner, Williams last competed on the WTA Tour at the 2022 U.S. Open, in which she fell to Ajla Tomljanovic in the third round. During her playing career, Williams dealt with several medical issues, most notably a harrowing ordeal in 2017 when she gave birth to her first daughter. Williams revealed a few months after the birth that she experienced a pulmonary embolism in a recurrence of a debilitating episode six years earlier and complications from her Caesarean section that required emergency surgery.
Having been at high risk for blood clots during much of her playing career, Williams took to wearing compression apparel -- including her famous "catsuit" at the 2018 French Open -- to mitigate the chances of developing a condition such as deep vein thrombosis.
Since retirement, Williams's activities have included continued endeavors in the fashion world. In March, she participated in Paris Fashion Week, and she was back in the city during August to attend the Olympics.
A four-time Olympic gold medal winner, Williams refers to her older daughter, whose full name is Alexis Olympia Ohanian Jr., as Olympia. She noted in 2017 that her daughter's "AO" initials correspond to the Australian Open, which she had won earlier that year while pregnant.
Williams said in the video that while she was "suffering" in the wake of her surgery, she was not going to let that keep her from a planned activity with Olympia involving a trip to a doll store.
"I am still recovering, but getting better," she wrote on X. "Health always comes first."
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Chiefs owner supports Harrison Butker starting political action committee
Chiefs kicker Harrison Butker announced his PAC alongside his endorsement of Sen. Josh Hawley. 
By Glynn A. Hill | 2024-10-17

Kansas City Chiefs kicker Harrison Butker has started a PAC to support what he calls "traditional values." (Charlie Riedel/AP)


Kansas City Chiefs owner Clark Hunt said on Wednesday that he supports the team's players "using their platform to make a difference," including kicker Harrison Butker's new political action committee meant to mobilize Christians to vote for what it describes as "traditional values."
"One of the things I talk to the players every year about at training camp is using their platform to make a difference," Hunt told reporters. "We have players on both sides of the political spectrum, both sides of whatever controversial issue you want to bring up. I'm not at all concerned when our players use their platform to make a difference."
Butker announced the creation of his UPRIGHT PAC on Saturday, sharing the news in tandem with his endorsement of Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Missouri), who is facing Democrat Lucas Kunce in the general election. On its site, the PAC stated, "We're seeing our values under attack every day. In our schools, in the media, and even from our own government. But we have a chance to fight back and reclaim the traditional values that have made this country great."
Butker, a conservative Catholic, drew national attention for his social and political views following a commencement speech he made in May at Benedictine College in Kansas. In the speech, he took aim at abortion, gay pride and "diabolical lies told to women," among other subjects.
After the address, Butker received a standing ovation at the Catholic liberal arts college, though his comments drew widespread backlash and were disavowed by the NFL.
"I've just decided, 'You know what? There's things that I believe wholeheartedly that I think will make this world a better place,' and I'm going to preach that," Butker said in August, when asked about the speech during training camp. "If people don't agree, they don't agree, but I'm going to continue to say what I believe to be true and love everyone along the way."
Unity Hunt, a company that oversees the assets of the Lamar Hunt family -- including the Chiefs -- paid $300,000 to a political action committee that's been running radio ads to encourage Missourians to vote against a ballot measure that would overturn the state's near total ban on abortion, according to the Kansas City Star. Over the last decade, the family has donated at least $900,000, mostly to Republican candidates and committees, according to NBC Washington. Hunt himself has made political contributions in excess of $200,000 to federal campaigns during that time.
Butker's recent announcement came during the Chiefs bye week. The team returns to action Sunday, with the first of two consecutive road contests at San Francisco then Las Vegas. It hosts the Tampa Bay Buccaneers Nov. 4 on Monday Night Football, a day before Election Day.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-10-17
NFL
8:15 p.m. Denver at New Orleans >>> Prime Video
MLB PLAYOFFS -- CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
5 p.m. American League, Game 3: New York Yankees at Cleveland >>> TBS, WSBN (630 AM)
8 p.m. National League, Game 4: Los Angeles Dodgers at New York Mets >>> Fox Sports 1, WSBN (630 AM)
NHL
7 p.m. Dallas at Washington >>> Monumental Sports Network, WTEM (980 AM)
NBA PRESEASON
7:30 p.m. Milwaukee at Dallas >>> TNT
10 p.m. Los Angeles Lakers at Phoenix >>> TNT
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
7 p.m. Georgia State at Marshall >>> ESPN2
7:30 p.m. Boston College at Virginia Tech >>> ESPN, WJFK (106.7 FM)
GOLF
8 a.m. DP World Tour: Andalucia Masters, first round >>> Golf Channel
5 p.m. PGA Tour: Shriners Children's Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
11 p.m. LPGA Tour: BMW Ladies Championship, second round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
6:45 p.m. FIFA under-17 women's World Cup: Kenya vs. England >>> Fox Sports 2
TENNIS
5:30 a.m. ATP: Stockholm Open, Almaty Open and European Open, early rounds; WTA: Japan Women's Open and Ningbo Open, quarterfinals >>> Tennis Channel
9:30 p.m. ATP: Stockholm Open, Almaty Open and European Open, quarterfinals; WTA: Japan Women's Open and Ningbo Open, semifinals >>> Tennis Channel
MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
6:30 p.m. Exhibition: St. John's at Rutgers >>> Big Ten Network
WOMEN'S COLLEGE SOCCER
7 p.m. Stanford at Louisville >>> ACC Network
7 p.m. Virginia at Florida State >>> ESPNU
8:30 p.m. Washington at Iowa >>> Big Ten Network
10:30 p.m. Penn State at UCLA >>> Big Ten Network




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/sports-tv-radio-listings-dc/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



As he enters his 17th NBA season, Kevin Love has finally found joy
The Miami Heat forward reflects on his public mental health journey and says he is "more comfortable in my own skin."
By Ben Golliver | 2024-10-16

Miami Heat forward Kevin Love is entering his 17th NBA season. (Mike Ehrmann/Getty Images)


Kevin Love is comfortable admitting that he has gotten old by NBA standards, that the Miami Heat only expect him to rebound, throw outlet passes and launch open three-pointers in a bit role. At 36, he is old enough to be wearing a zip-up coach's shirt and muse about following in the footsteps of Udonis Haslem, a respected veteran who retired in 2023 after 20 seasons and joined the Heat's front office.
He hears the clock ticking for himself and a generation of superstars he played with and against: LeBron James, Stephen Curry, Kevin Durant, James Harden, Russell Westbrook and Chris Paul. "Retirement still scares me," he said, adding that it's a regular topic of conversation with his therapist, even though his contract runs through the 2025-26 campaign. As the five-time all-star prepares for his 17th season, he looks and sounds nothing like the stocky, hardheaded and distant teenager who was drafted in 2008.
"I'm over the hill and then some," Love said on a video call last week. "[My generation] is coming to the end of an era. What legacy will you leave? There are resume virtues, and there are eulogy virtues. People talk about the Maya Angelou quote a lot: 'People will never forget how you made them feel.' That's what I hope people would say about me: He wasn't perfect, but he impacted me because he was a decent person."
Social media memes have long highlighted Love's physical glow-up during his NBA career: He shed weight, grew out his buzz cut, added a beard, ditched baggy sweats in favor of stylish suits and married Kate Bock, a Sports Illustrated swimsuit model. But Love's mental health journey, which he made public in a 2018 essay for the Players' Tribune, has been even more transformative.
When Love landed with the Minnesota Timberwolves, he was already struggling to manage depression -- which he said traces back multiple generations on his father's side -- and anxiety that had dogged him since his high school days in Oregon. At Lake Oswego High, he was an indestructible man-child who dunked over triple teams, won a state title and became the country's top-ranked prospect.
"I didn't have the normal high school experience," Love said. "I was being recruited by everybody in the country. I had a father that put high demands on me. I had a lot of stuff going on behind the scenes -- maybe it will come out someday, stuff that with NIL [name, image and likeness] now it maybe would have been okay. ... There was a lot of hate from within my community: big fish, small pond. A lot of people didn't think I would have success at the college and NBA levels. There were expectations from the outside, and I always held myself to a high standard."
Love coped by keeping the world at arm's length and turning inward, convinced that revealing his struggles would be perceived as a weakness that could compromise his career development.
"I thought the only value that I brought to the world and to my life was to have success in basketball," he said. "I was haunted by so many things I didn't say or let out. I didn't have the presence of mind or language to speak. I didn't have an emotional outlet outside of basketball. That's why I was all tied up."
Even so, Love rose to stardom: He was an all-American and led UCLA to the Final Four as a freshman in 2008. After getting drafted fifth overall by the Memphis Grizzlies and promptly traded to the rebuilding Timberwolves, he was selected as an all-star in his third season and finished sixth in MVP voting the next year. In 2010-11, at 22, he became the first player since Hall of Fame center Moses Malone in 1982-83 to average at least 20 points and 15 rebounds.

Love averaged 20.2 points and 15.2 rebounds during the 2010-11 season with the Minnesota Timberwolves. (Brace Hemmelgarn/US Presswire) (Brace Hemmelgarn-US PRESSWIRE/US PRESSWIRE)


Commentators had marveled at his old-school paint dominance, but Love looked back on his six losing seasons in Minnesota with regret over "things I wish I'd done." He admired Timberwolves teammate Ricky Rubio, who retired this year citing mental health struggles that worsened after the 2016 death of his mother. The Spanish point guard had found a way to balance his personal life with his teammates' needs.
"I was coachable, but I always wished I would have been a better teammate and leader," Love said. "I wish I had been better for Ricky and for everyone. I wish I would have understood that responsibility more. We had a really young team, and I didn't really have any mentors. ... In Minnesota, I didn't even know who I was. There were times I was very depressed, and it got very ugly for me. Until I learned what it meant to sacrifice when I got on the [Cleveland] Cavaliers, I wasn't equipped to even know what that meant. I had a lot of selfish tendencies."
The Cavaliers traded for Love in 2014 to complete a "Big Three" with James and Kyrie Irving, and his job description changed overnight: He became the third option and an easy scapegoat. James famously wrote on social media that Love needed to "fit in," one of many times his role became the subject of intense national scrutiny.
Love disclosed in his March 2018 essay for the Players' Tribune that he had suffered a panic attack during a November 2017 game against the Atlanta Hawks, an episode that led him to seek therapy and, eventually, to speak out about his mental health battle. Remaining silent for 10 seasons was long enough, especially because he still faced constant pressure to compete for championships.
"My relationship with anxiety was very ugly," Love said. "It got to the point where I had agoraphobia and I didn't want to go out in public. I could play in front of 20,000 fans, but if I were to go out in a group of people, I would never feel comfortable. I was trying to put on a facade, and it was very hard to play that character. I always found myself very tired and exhausted."
Though his statistics took a hit in Cleveland, Love made two more all-star teams, played in three Finals and got a defensive stop on Curry to seal the Cavaliers' 2016 championship. Once Irving was traded to the Boston Celtics and James departed for the Los Angeles Lakers, Love bonded further with Cleveland fans as the last man standing.

Love, right, teamed with LeBron James, center, and Kyrie Irving to win an NBA championship in 2016 with the Cleveland Cavaliers. (Sam Sharpe/USA Today Sports)


By the time Love joined the Heat in 2023, his days as a star had passed and he had thrown himself into mental health education. He launched a fund in 2018 aimed at helping young people communicate their feelings in ways he hadn't been taught as a child, and this week the NBA announced a partnership with Rhone, an apparel company, that features Love as an ambassador for a new wellness campaign. NBA apparel executive Lisa Piken Koper said Love's involvement with the program, which will include content on the NBA's digital fitness platform, will further his work "educating men and reducing stigma" around mental health.
Since first sharing his story, Love said he has spoken with countless players about the benefits of therapy and emotional vulnerability, and he credits Sacramento Kings forward DeMar DeRozan, who recently published a book about his battle with depression, as the pioneer of professional basketball's mental health movement. In the years since the start of the coronavirus pandemic, Love said he has noticed "major progress" among his NBA peers as the league has ensured that all players have access to mental health professionals and a licensed psychiatrist when needed.
"In the past, guys might compartmentalize and bottle things up," Love said. "Sometimes they said, 'F--- this.' Now, they're more receptive to understanding that everyone has their own struggles. There's a willingness to empathize and hear someone. It's a lot more adopted than when I first came into the league."
To that point, Love tried to imagine a conversation between his 36-year-old self and his 20-year-old self. The veteran wasn't sure whether he could "break through" and make a connection, given the rookie's untreated depression and anxiety, but he was definitely willing to give it a shot.
"The [mental health] work has made me more comfortable in my own skin," Love said. "It feels good being able to help others, share my experiences and learn from them as well. Coming full circle gives me a lot of joy and purpose. Being from Oregon, I'm from the trees, so I like to plant seeds and watch them grow. I like leaving the locker room and people's careers in a better place."
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Instagram addresses 'sextortion' as teen safety troubles increase
Scammers are targeting teens by obtaining their intimate photos. Instagram added some features to combat it.
By Tatum Hunter, Naomi Nix | 2024-10-17

One of Meta's new tools to fight sextortion on Instagram is screenshot prevention. (Meta)


Instagram says it's rolling out a suite of new settings to fight "sextortion," a type of blackmail that uses sexual images or conversations to pressure victims into paying money.
The crime is becoming more common, Instagram owner Meta says, with some organized groups working together to pressure teenagers into sharing nude photos. Meta said in a statement Thursday that the settings, such as hiding teens' follower lists from potential blackmailers, make it harder for criminals to connect with young people on the photo-sharing app and give teens more resources to learn the signs of a sex scam.
Instagram will also show teens in the United States, Britain, Canada and Australia a video in their feeds about how to "spot sextortion scams," the release says. The app's "nudity protection" feature, which blurs potentially nude images and nudges teens before they send one, will be on automatically for teen accounts globally. Users can no longer screenshot ephemeral messages in the app's chat -- one way that scammers obtain sensitive images, Meta's global head of safety, Antigone Davis, said in an interview.
The update comes just weeks after Meta rolled out new "teen accounts" with extra protections and more visibility for parents. Facing outcry from parents and legislators about teen safety online, the company says it is working with child-safety experts to continually build out its features. Critics have pushed back, saying Meta uses incremental safety improvements to distract from larger issues -- such as Instagram's alleged negative effects on the health of children and teens.
Davis said sextortion is a growing problem on Instagram. Scammers befriend a victim, often claiming to live in the same country and be the same age, then ask for explicit photos. Scammers threaten victims with exposing the pictures and ask for money to keep them private.
"What we're seeing is a financial crime now where people are doing this to extort money," Davis said, adding that Instagram changes its features in response to evolving threats.
Part of this effort happens behind the scenes: Meta said it has taken down 63,000 accounts associated with sextortion rings, including thousands of accounts from the same Nigeria-based collective.
Instagram has steadily added what it calls teen safety features during the past three years, but pressure on the company to address online harms including sex abuse and bullying has still increased. Last year, 41 states and D.C. sued Meta for allegedly building addictive features into its apps. A handful of states including Florida and Ohio have passed laws restricting social media use among teens. Some advocates and legislators, meanwhile, argue that tech giants like Meta should have to publicly share their internal research on teen safety and take legal responsibility for the content that appears on their apps.
"Meta has known sextortion is happening at scale for so long," said Annie Seifullah, a lawyer who has worked on more than 100 sextortion cases, about half of which she said involved Meta apps. "This feels like too little, too late."
Sextortion is getting easier as criminals use automation to contact many potential victims at once, Seifullah said.
This year, the FBI warned that young men ages 14 to 17 are increasingly being targeted by sextortion scammers, many of whom are outside the United States. Financially motivated sextortion incidents involving minors increased 20 percent between October 2022 and March 2023 compared with the same period the year before, according to the FBI. Those crimes can have dangerous consequences: From October 2021 to March 2023, federal officials identified at least 12,600 victims. Twenty of the cases were suicides, according to the FBI.
How Meta handles intimate images of teens has drawn scrutiny following news reports about how its services have not protected vulnerable users. This year, reports in the New York Times and the Wall Street Journal chronicled how men paid to see explicit images of girls -- who were often too young to have their own accounts -- through accounts managed by their parents. In 2023, the Stanford Internet Observatory found that large networks of accounts on Twitter and Instagram that appeared to be operated by minors openly advertised self-generated child sexual abuse material for sale.
Meta's newly launched teen accounts on Instagram have faced criticism from activists and regulators who say they do not change fundamental aspects of the photo-sharing app that encouraged younger users to keep checking Instagram in the first place, such as "like" counts on their posts and an endless stream of content in their feeds. While Meta said it would use verification tools to proactively find young users who lie about their age, critics say teens will find ways around Instagram's new rules.
In 2023, Meta funded Take It Down, a new program run by the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children that aims to let young people proactively scan a select group of websites for their images and have them taken down. Instagram has also tried to limit teens' interactions with adults who appear to be engaging in suspicious behavior.
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Raytheon to pay $950 million to settle fraud, Qatar bribery charges
The Justice Department announced the defense contractor has agreed to three years of independent monitoring after violating the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act.
By Eva Dou | 2024-10-16

A Raytheon display during the Association of the U.S. Army annual meeting at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center in D.C. on Monday. (Nathan Howard/Reuters)


The Justice Department announced on Wednesday that defense contractor RTX, formerly known as Raytheon, will pay more than $950 million to resolve charges involving inflated federal contracts and foreign bribery.
RTX admitted that Raytheon employees provided fraudulent information to the U.S. Army that resulted in $111 million in inflated contracts for Patriot air-defense systems in 2013 and a radar system in 2017, according to the Justice Department.
Employees of the company had also engaged in a scheme to bribe a high-level Qatari air force official between 2012 and 2016, in violation of the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, federal prosecutors said.
"Such corrupt and fraudulent conduct, especially by a publicly traded U.S. defense contractor, erodes public trust," Kevin Driscoll, deputy assistant attorney general in the Justice Department's criminal division, said in a statement.
RTX did not dispute the allegations and said it will work closely with an independent monitor for three years under a deferred prosecution agreement.
"RTX is taking responsibility for the misconduct that occurred," company spokesperson Chris Johnson said in an emailed statement. "We have worked diligently during the investigations to remediate that misconduct and continue to do so."
RTX, which was formed in 2020 through a merger of Raytheon and United Technologies Corp., is one of the Big Five defense contractors, along with Lockheed Martin, Boeing, General Dynamics and Northrop Grumman.
The bulk of the fraud case involved Raytheon's sale of its Patriot missile systems to the Army in 2013. The Army could not conduct competitive bidding because Raytheon is the only company that makes the sophisticated defense system, which involves surface-to-air guided missiles that can shoot down incoming missiles and aircraft, providing blanket protection to troops and civilians. Instead, the Army had relied on Raytheon's own declarations of its costs for making the system.
Prosecutors told a district court in Massachusetts that Raytheon employees knowingly inflated their cost declarations, resulting in the Army awarding it a Patriot missile systems contract for $619 million, with a fraudulent inflation of $100 million.
For another contract in 2017, Raytheon employees falsely inflated the salary projections of employees maintaining a surveillance radar system for the U.S. Air Force, resulting in a contract price $11 million higher than it should have been, the Justice Department said.
The foreign bribery charges, meanwhile, had been filed separately in a New York district court. Prosecutors said Raytheon employees paid nearly $2 million through sham contracts to benefit a Qatari official in the hope of securing government defense contracts. These payments were supposedly made for three air-defense studies, but Raytheon employees knew "that the Qatari Entities did not perform any work on or incur any cost for the studies," prosecutors told the court in a filing.
The Justice Department's announcement follows a separate State Department settlement with RTX in August, in which the company agreed to pay $200 million to resolve export-control violations.
RTX, which is listed on the New York Stock Exchange, disclosed in a filing in July that it had reserved $1.24 billion to resolve legal issues with federal regulators. Investors were apparently relieved that the fines were not higher: RTX's stock closed up 1 percent on Wednesday.
Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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Amazon doubles down on nuclear energy with deal for small reactors
The cloud computing and retail giant signed a deal to buy electricity generated by small modular reactors. 
By Shannon Najmabadi, Evan Halper | 2024-10-16

An Amazon data center in Aldie, Va. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


Put Amazon on the list of big technology firms embracing new nuclear technologies to fuel their data centers.
Amazon said Wednesday it's investing in projects to develop small modular nuclear reactors, or SMRs. The announcement comes days after Google unveiled a similar plan, as both companies seek to meet growing energy demands from artificial intelligence and data centers while honoring pledges to reduce carbon emissions.
Amazon is leading a $500 million funding round for X-Energy Reactor, a company that develops small modular nuclear reactors and fuel. It's also working with utilities in Washington state and Virginia on potential SMR projects. Google said Monday it will purchase energy from small modular nuclear reactors developed by Kairos Power.
The first Kairos Power SMR is intended to come online by 2030. Amazon and X-Energy want to bring more than 5 gigawatts of power projects online by 2039.
Amazon expects four of these reactors will initially generate 320 megawatts of capacity for Energy Northwest but the project could increase to 960 megawatts, enough to power some 770,000 homes. In Virginia, a small modular reactor near an existing Dominion Energy nuclear power station could generate at least 300 megawatts, Amazon's release said.
SMR advocates argue that their smaller footprint allows them to be constructed more quickly and in more places than traditional nuclear reactors. But the technology is still in its early stages of development: Currently, there are no SMRs online yet in the United States, and only one SMR design, from NuScale Power, has been approved by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
The announcements come as tech companies scour the nation for electricity to power their increasingly power-hungry data centers. Already, Amazon and Microsoft have struck deals to buy large amounts of power from legacy nuclear plants. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
But small modular reactors have proved more elusive. The U.S. government and private firms have been trying to advance the technology for years, but it has been slow going.
The industry was dealt a setback recently when NuScale's plans to bring a small modular reactor online in Idaho collapsed. The projected price of the electricity kept spiraling upward and ultimately became too expensive for the small municipal utilities in Utah that had signed up to buy it.
Tech industry power needs, however, are giving SMRs new momentum. AI developers see the plants as a potential major source of power that can scale quickly and provide energy around-the-clock.
Data centers -- and tech companies' willingness to pay above-market prices for reliable and carbon-free energy -- could be what SMRs need to establish themselves, said Jacopo Buongiorno, professor of nuclear science and engineering at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
"You start by selling electricity to a customer that is willing to pay a little bit more," he said. "Then as your own costs come down, you start penetrating markets where the competition is a little bit tougher -- for example, the grid."
The Amazon deal marks a shift from the tech industry's historical reluctance to buy nuclear power unless someone else pays to build the infrastructure, X-Energy CEO J. Clay Sell said. "Today, the story changed because Amazon said, 'We are prepared to be that equity,'" he said.
There are still numerous hurdles to clear.
Even if federal regulators approve construction licenses, the new reactors still face some of the same challenges as older nuclear technologies.
Like traditional fission reactors, SMRs create nuclear waste that would be stored on-site. While the new designs are pitched as safer than legacy nuclear plants, they produce significantly less power, meaning more of the plants would need to be built, each having the potential to ignite community concerns about nuclear safety and environmental issues.
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U.S. charges Sudanese men with running powerful cyberattack-for-hire gang 
The U.S. government says two brothers targeted big U.S. corporations, a hospital and an Israeli defense system in a mostly ideologically driven operation.
By Joseph Menn | 2024-10-16

Smoke billows during airstrikes this month in central Khartoum, the capital of Sudan, where prosecutors allege two brothers ran an effective hacking operation despite the country's ongoing civil war. (AFP/Getty Images)


Federal prosecutors charged two Sudanese brothers Wednesday with running one of the most prolific cyberattack-for-hire gangs of all time, a small group they blamed for a stunning 35,000 denial-of-service attacks in a single year.
A grand jury indictment charged Ahmed Salah Yousif Omer and Alaa Salah Yusuuf Omer with conspiracy and impairing computers, including in at least one hospital in the United States. Convictions could lead to potential life sentences.
The  pair are alleged to have operated Anonymous Sudan, a prodigious outfit with 80,000 subscribers on Telegram that managed to knock offline key pages at the likes of Microsoft, OpenAI and PayPal since January 2023. The indictment says they did all that with just three unindicted accomplices from their war-torn home country.
The group charged $600 or less for major denial-of-service attacks, and the majority of their actions were driven by a Sudanese nationalist ideology, said Martin Estrada, U.S. attorney for the Los Angeles region.
"What's unusual is the predominance of the ideological motive, with financial sprinkled in," Estrada told The Washington Post. "They were both prolific and expansive in the targets they attacked."
The brothers were arrested abroad in March and have been in custody since then, Estrada said. He declined to name the country holding them and declined to comment on whether the United States would seek their extradition. The programs and computers they used have been seized, and there have been no more attacks from that network.
Younger brother Ahmed was the primary administrator of Anonymous Sudan and is either 21 or 22, according to an FBI agent's affidavit filed with a criminal complaint against him. Both brothers are highly educated and were interviewed in custody, the prosecutor said. Estrada declined to say where they had spent time outside Sudan.

An image of Ahmed Salah Yousif Omer's passport was included in a criminal complaint. (U.S. District Court for the Central District of California)


The legal documents and interviews with people involved in the case provided multiple surprises, not the least of which was that Anonymous Sudan was actually run from a country that has been riven by a civil war and famine in recent years.
Besides many major U.S. companies, the group took down government sites in the United States, Dubai, Chad, Bahrain and other nations, according to the indictment. It also allegedly handicapped Israel's Red Alert system for warning citizens about incoming rocket fire on Oct. 7, 2023, the day of the Hamas invasion and attack. In posts to Telegram channels with more than 80,000 members, Anonymous Sudan declared it was acting in solidarity with Palestinians.
For a time, the group described itself as working with Killnet, a Russian hacktivist group that attacked targets in Ukraine and elsewhere. Some security researchers had earlier expressed a belief that it was a front for Russian intelligence or government-protected criminal gangs.
But multiple investigators said they had turned up no evidence of involvement by officials in Russia, Sudan or anywhere else. Estrada said there was also no sign of outside financial support. No information about attorneys for the brothers was immediately available.
In one way, that lack of broader help makes the alleged effort more terrifying: A handful of people with few resources in a country torn by civil war managed to take down infrastructure for OpenAI's ChatGPT and for Microsoft's Outlook webmail and Azure, and to attack public sites belonging to the FBI, CIA and other agencies. Estrada said the brothers were highly skilled and worked for years in the trade.
They pulled off the Anonymous Sudan attacks by defrauding cloud services and host providers, including some in the United States, and by rotating through accounts rapidly, often before the end of a single billing cycle, according to private-sector investigators. Those sites sent internet traffic through relay points that amplified them. To the victims, those relay points looked like the starting point of the attacks.
Leveraging those cloud networks, which they marketed in the criminal underground as Godzilla and Skynet, Anonymous Sudan used other sophisticated techniques and ended with a so-called Layer 7 denial-of-service, in which it tied up the applications on sites until they were so overwhelmed they rendered the sites unusable, the legal filings said.
Microsoft, PayPal and many other victims lost millions of dollars in the attacks, the filings said, while the attack on the large Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles crashed the patient portal and forced ambulances to go elsewhere. Because Anonymous Sudan bragged of its impact on hospitals, the brothers were indicted on charges of impairing computers "and attempting to cause and knowingly and recklessly causing serious bodily injury or death."
Some of the attacks on big companies served as effective marketing to potential outside clients, Estrada said. There are scores of criminal groups selling distributed-denial-of-service (or DDoS) attacks. In most cases, those attacks lack technical expertise and merely inconvenience the victims.
"It's not often you see a DDoS action that could legitimately get people killed," said one private-sector investigator who is part of a multi-company volunteer group called Big Pipes that has been fighting such attacks for years.
In this case, the group and allies tracked the Anonymous Sudan activity and found a program on a key server that included the hacker handle of one of the brothers. That handle led them to a GitHub account with more code and email accounts that the FBI got a warrant to search. The group's members asked not to be named for security reasons.
"This group was presented to us by our private-sector partners as the biggest threat out there," Estrada said. "To take out the biggest threats out there, we need partnerships."
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Inside Elon Musk's plan to trigger a 'red wave' for Trump
Billionaire Elon Musk's super PAC is using an old-school strategy heavy on door-knocking and mail shots -- but his erratic management style has caused problems.
By Trisha Thadani, Elizabeth Dwoskin | 2024-10-16
NEW BERLIN, Wis. -- As she prepared to knock on her first door of the day, Alysia McMillan switched her red MAGA hat for a white one that read simply: AMERICA. It was part of the uniform issued by America PAC, a super PAC formed by billionaire Elon Musk to campaign for former president Donald Trump.
McMillan, one of hundreds of canvassers working on behalf of America PAC to turn out Trump voters in battleground states, was setting out for a full day's work in this Wisconsin suburb. But three hours and about 30 doors later on a warm October afternoon, the 31-year-old was getting discouraged.
The mobile app she used to map her route and know which homes she should visit kept glitching. Several times it directed her to knock on the door of a house with blue lawn signs endorsing Vice President Kamala Harris. Most of her knocks so far that day had received no response, and the few voters who answered were either undecided, or uninterested in talking.
"That's none of your business," one woman said after McMillan asked if she was planning to vote for Trump. "I'm on the fence," said another, who refused to elaborate when McMillan gently asked why. "I'm not voting for Trump!" exclaimed a third as she slammed the door.

McMillan uses an app to know which doors to knock on and to log information after making contact with a voter. (Elijah Nouvelage for The Washington Post)


America PAC has emerged as a significant player in Trump's bid for a second term, running perhaps the most ambitious independent get-out-the-vote operation for the Republican candidate in the campaign's final weeks. In addition to Wisconsin, the group is focused on other battleground states, including Pennsylvania, where it is planning a canvasser hiring surge before Election Day, according to two people familiar with the effort and Musk's thinking. They spoke on the condition of anonymity to avoid professional repercussions from describing its strategy.
At the same time, Musk's characteristically erratic leadership style, including towering demands and sudden firings, has at times impeded his political project, potentially limiting its effectiveness in the final stretch of the presidential race. A spokesperson for America PAC declined to comment. Musk did not respond to a request for comment.
Musk, one of the world's richest people, started the committee this spring with grand visions of triggering a "red wave" by sending canvassers across the country to reach hundreds of thousands of swing-state voters who were disengaged from politics or not registered to vote, according to people familiar with the super PAC's origins. He is fully engaged in America PAC and supporting Trump's campaign, the two people familiar with the effort said.

Elon Musk speaks at a campaign event with former president Donald Trump in Butler, Pa., on Oct. 5, marking Trump's return to Butler after the assassination attempt against him in July. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Determined Trump supporters like McMillan, who are paid about $20 to $40 an hour, are the backbone of Musk's plan to elect Trump. As of Tuesday night, America PAC has reported more than $100 million in spending supporting Trump in the presidential race, according to filings to the Federal Election Commission.
Musk gave nearly $75 million to the super PAC, the filings show, with other donors including former Tesla director Antonio Gracias, Palantir co-founder and Austin-based tech investor Joe Lonsdale, and Sequoia Capital investor Shaun Maguire. The committee has earmarked no spending for television ads, instead spending tens of millions on canvassing and direct mail.
Musk's focus on America PAC's door-knocking operations fits with his disdain for conventional advertising such as TV ads at his automaker Tesla. He largely grew the company into an electric vehicle behemoth with word-of-mouth referrals and his own attention-grabbing persona.
Some of his early advisers on the super PAC warned Musk he was trying to move too fast for such an ambitious political project, cautioning that it would require months more to properly hire and train the necessary staff, according to a person familiar with the conversations who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private discussions.
Musk declined to dilute his ambitions, the person said, appearing to believe that "if we just run out there with clipboards and tell people what's at stake, they will be convinced."
In July, America PAC fired two of its initial vendors as they were ramping up their work, leading the committee to start over just months before the election. A few weeks later, the committee fired another vendor that had been brought on to lead canvassing efforts in Arizona and Nevada after the initial round of firings, said another person familiar with the decisions.
The chopping and changing at the top has made it more difficult to hire foot soldiers like McMillan needed for the exhausting work of knocking on dozens of doors a day. Finding recruits willing to do that at this stage in the campaign is a tall order. In Arizona and Nevada for example, where summer and fall temperatures have been searing, retention has been difficult, according to a person familiar with operations in those states.

The majority of the America PAC's spending has gone to field operations like canvassing. (Elijah Nouvelage for The Washington Post)



A script given to America PAC canvassers in Wisconsin asked them to 
say Donald Trump would lower taxes and tighten controls on illegal immigration. (Elijah Nouvelage for The Washington Post)



Canvassers for America PAC are assigned dozens of homes to call on each day. (Elijah Nouvelage for The Washington Post)


"How many people do you know that can just take time off to go knock doors," said the person, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly about the super PAC's plans. "Who are those people? And then they get out there and it sounds good and then you go out and work in summer heat and realize it's not for me."
America PAC has also invested heavily in direct mail, including materials that focus on getting voters to check their voter registration or cast ballots. The group is the single largest sender of those mail pieces in the country this year, surpassing all of the GOP state parties combined, according to Mintt, a firm that surveys homes to track political mail.
"They'll do anything to stop him," reads one mailer, over a picture of Trump with a bloodstained face raising his fist after a July assassination attempt. "Scan here to apply for your absentee ballot." That appeal comes despite Trump's record of falsely claiming absentee or mail voting is often tainted by fraud.
This month, America PAC absorbed the staff of another pro-Trump committee in Wisconsin, Turning Point, with the goal of maximizing turnout in the state. A person familiar with the decision said the pairing is mutually beneficial: Turning Point can tap Musk's deep pockets, while America PAC can obtain much-needed staff.
Musk is notorious in the tech industry for an aggressively hands-on management style and firing people or whole teams that don't meet his goals. He laid off thousands of people at Tesla this year, including its team working on the company's EV charging network. Musk's takeover of Twitter saw him fire more than three-quarters of its staff.
He has been similarly tough with political vendors, expressing concerns about transparency and "grifting," said one of the people familiar with his thinking. "Elon has high standards," the person said. "Elon is the kind of guy, if something or someone is not working, he's going to cut it."
At a recent training session held by one of America PAC's vendors in a battleground state, canvassers were told that it would be difficult to knock on the hundreds of thousands of doors assigned to them in the state before Election Day, according to a person at the training who spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of retaliation. The canvassers were told to focus their remaining time on getting confirmed Trump supporters to vote early, instead of spending precious time trying to change the minds of undecided or Harris voters.

Campaign literature for Musk's America PAC is seen on a door in Dalton. (Elijah Nouvelage for The Washington Post)


A short script given to canvassers in Wisconsin told them to say that the former president would lower taxes and crack down on illegal immigration. A door hanger created by America PAC said Harris is "DANGEROUSLY LIBERAL" and would hike taxes, open the border and let criminals "walk free."
On the ground, McMillan -- who unsuccessfully ran for a seat in the Arizona House of Representatives in 2020 -- said she is thankful Musk is helping efforts to get Trump elected because of his "money, brains and clout." But despite his technological prowess, she said, his operation is decidedly low tech.
One of the apps canvassers working for the super PAC rely on requires cell service to operate, she said, causing holdups in rural areas with low connectivity. McMillan said she would sometimes abandon the planned route or pick houses to visit herself.
Last month, McMillan got into a dispute over her pay and the hours she worked with an America PAC contractor she previously worked for in North Carolina. She was fired as a result, she said, but shortly after was hired by another America PAC vendor to canvass in Wisconsin and Georgia.
A spokesperson for America PAC declined to comment about the dispute.

McMillan had a pay dispute with an America PAC contractor she worked for in North Carolina. (Elijah Nouvelage for The Washington Post)


After McMillan tagged America PAC in a post on X this month about her pay dispute Musk responded in a way that appeared to acknowledge problems at the super PAC. "Sorry, so many dumb things happening. Working on fixing," he wrote.
On doorsteps in New Berlin, McMillan told the few people she came across that afternoon who said they would vote for Trump that they needed to cast their ballot ahead of Election Day.
"Why would I do that?" one man asked. "Well, you remember what happened in 2020," said McMillan, who endorses Trump's false claims to have won that year's election, a position also recently adopted by Musk.
The man said that was a fair point and McMillan pulled out her phone to search for his closest early polling location. "Go Trump!" the man said, as she headed off to knock on her next door.
The next day, McMillan drove more than 10 hours to Georgia where she said she was greeted by "big ol' Trump signs" as she crossed into the state. "I'm feeling good about Georgia," she said.

America PAC has focused on battleground states. (Elijah Nouvelage for The Washington Post)


Michael Scherer and Clara Ence Morse contributed to this report.
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A historic Black enclave fought for flood controls. It may not survive.
Rubonia, a small coastal area in Florida between Tampa and Sarasota, fought for flood controls for years. Their new system was no match for record storm surge. 
By Annie Gowen, Emmanuel Felton | 2024-10-17

The damaged Rubonia Mini Mart in Palmetto, Fla. on Monday. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)


RUBONIA, Fla. -- Mary Brown recently opened the door of her home in this historically Black enclave and flicked the light switch on and off hopefully.
Nothing.
She was hit with the stench of black mold that in just a few days had crawled up the walls after her home was flooded with almost four feet of water during Hurricane Helene, then flooded again less than two weeks later during Hurricane Milton.
"Oh boy, it smells in here," Brown, 85, said as she moved through her living room, where a tapestry sofa and love seat sat with cushions upended, soggy from the deluge.
Brown's family have lived in Rubonia for generations, and she helped the neighborhood wage a successful years-long campaign to convince Manatee County to build a new drainage system to stem chronic flooding.
But after the back-to-back storms destroyed or damaged most of the 240 buildings in Rubonia, longtime residents like Brown say the new system isn't working. They fear their community and its important history -- as a refuge for the children of enslaved people -- will be swept away.

Mary Brown looks for things to salvage from her flooded home. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)


Her younger brother, Morris Goff, 77, a retiree and veteran, followed her inside, leaning heavily on his cane.
"Mary, did the lights come on?" he called out.
"No," she called back.
Goff sighed.
"Rubonia is always last," Goff said. "I would have thought they would at least have the lights on by now."
Florida is dotted with communities like Rubonia, a small coastal area between Tampa and Sarasota, that were founded as segregated neighborhoods in low-lying areas and are now being threatened by increasingly severe weather, experts say.
"All along the Gulf Coast, we have these predominantly African American communities that were built in undesirable areas because of basically redlining and segregation," said Dannie Bolden, who has spent years trying to save North Port St. Joe, Fla. "Now with climate change, these communities are dealing with constant tidal surges that are causing more and more flooding in these places."
Bolden has worked on environmental issues across the country, but he said the problems facing the Gulf Coast's Black communities are particularly dire. Many local governments are not investing in remediation to help local residents build their homes on safer ground -- and survive, he said.

Boots were set out to dry in front of the heavily damaged home of siblings Mary Brown and Ruben Goff. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)


"These once vibrant Black communities," he said, "have a legacy and history that eventually will be totally gone."
In Rubonia, only about 15 homes -- newer structures built on stilts or mounds to withstand flooding -- were unscathed by the double punch of the six-foot storm surge of Helene and the 120 mph winds of Milton, residents said. The devastation came little over a year after Hurricane Idalia sent more than three feet of storm surge into some homes in the community.
Rubonia was developed in 1912 to house Black migrant farmworkers who harvested tomatoes, strawberries and watermelons on nearby farms.
"It was a very close-knit community, where everyone knew everyone," said Louis Goff, 55, president of the community association.
Rubonia was then a mostly Black town, the result of racist housing policies that kept Black residents out of most of the neighborhoods in Manatee County. Today, the neighborhood is more evenly split between mostly Black and Hispanic residents.
The town had no paved roads but everything they needed, Morris Goff and Brown said. There was a barbershop, service stations and grocery stores with rock candy and pig's feet in jars. There were community picnics and fish fries, and everybody contributed $1 a month to keep the streetlights on.

Ruben Goff in his living room. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)


But when a new route of Highway 41 was built farther away from Rubonia in the 1960s, businesses began to close, and flooding problems began to develop. Today, much of the surrounding area has been overtaken by suburban sprawl. Where once stood acres and acres of crops, there are now expensive neighborhoods, businesses and mobile home and RV parks.
"All of that development has made the flooding worse," said Louis Goff, who worked in the department that handled drainage issues for the county. "The farmland used to absorb all that water, but that's been covered over with cement and asphalt. The water still has to go somewhere, and where it goes is Rubonia."
Every hurricane season, residents closely watch the weather forecasts, scared that even an ordinary summer storm would flood their community, he said. The neighborhood began fighting for a better drainage in the 1960s, he said.
Like many towns founded by or for Black families in the South during that period, Rubonia is an unincorporated community that exists outside city limits. Instead, residents depend on county officials for government services.
These types of unincorporated communities often have limited political power and struggle to secure basic services, experts say.
Rubonia leaders spent years asking Manatee County to address the neighborhood's infrastructure and drainage problems before a plan was developed in 2011, residents say. It would be another decade before the $6.5 million project was funded and work began.

The aftermath of dual hurricanes in Rubonia. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)


But Goff and other residents say the new system hasn't helped their flooding problem.
"Long term, I don't think there really is a solution," Goff said. "The only thing you can do is build the house up really high or leave. ... I don't think the elderly people that built this community are going to be able to rebuild."
The community remains susceptible to storm surges and is experiencing severe weather impacts on a more frequent basis, county officials acknowledge.
Manatee County Commissioner Kevin Van Ostenbridge, who represents the area, said the drainage project was only designed to keep rainwater from flooding the community. Rubonia will need different types of structures to deal with the storm surges from hurricanes, he said.
"What that looks like and what the county's role will be in that remains up in the air," Van Ostenbridge said.
"We've built strong relationships between the county and Rubonia over the last four or five years. We love them, and we will do what we can to save it because it really is a cool, unique little place."

Kenyata Waiters holds her 10-month-old baby, Amorra Grable, while doing laundry in a temporary trailer in Rubonia. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)


The environmental pressures have been devastating to the low-income community where more than two-thirds of the 500 or so residents own their homes and have lived there an average of 26 years, according to a 2016 county survey of Rubonia. The neighborhood remains close-knit, with generations of families living together and a popular annual Mardi Gras parade.
Kenyata Waiters, 29, a preschool teacher's assistant and mother of two, said she was moving away from Rubonia, and her grandparents, longtime residents whose home was flooded during the recent hurricanes, were considering relocating, too.
"I don't think I'm going to stay here much longer," she said. "We've never seen anything like this flooding."

The badly damaged home of Kenneth Barton. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)


When Helene slammed into the Florida Panhandle as a Category 4 hurricane late on the evening of Sept. 26, landfall was more than 200 miles away, and not many in Rubonia thought to evacuate. But the water rose so quickly that many were taken by surprise. Emergency responders did more than a dozen water rescues.
Another of Brown's brothers, Ruben Goff, a retired tool and die operator and Baptist minister, nearly died in his car trying to escape from the family home he shares with her.
"My car just shut off, and the water started rising, up to my seat," the 84-year-old recalled. "I asked God not to let me die in this car. I finally gave the door one giant push, and it gave way."
The four-bedroom house flooded again during Hurricane Milton, Goff said.
This week, he and Brown worked together, trying to salvage what they can from the home their father, a farm laborer, had built in 1955. Ruben Goff lost most of his clothes -- "39 suits! 23 pairs of shoes!" he lamented -- as well as sermon notes he had kept for decades.
Brown tried to save a walnut sideboard that had been her mother's, one of the few things she had left. When she pulled at one of the drawers, it came off in her hand.

Brown rests against her car outside her. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post)


Dizzy from the mold, the siblings took frequent breaks outside to recover. They sat down with their younger brother, Morris, on plastic lawn chairs under the shade of a stubby live oak tree that Morris had planted in 1965. They call it the "family reunion tree" because the family has taken photos underneath its branches for years.
"I told you not to cut this tree down, and now here it is, the only place to sit around here with shade," Morris told his brother. "Now you need this tree."
Brown was mentally counting all the senior citizens in the neighborhood to whom she takes Christmas dinner and calculating how many of them could stay. Only one or two could afford or want to leave, she told herself.
Her future was far more uncertain.
"I don't know where I'm going to be," she said. She co-owns the house with her eight siblings, and they may not want to rebuild.
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Pilot flew animals to safety after hurricanes. Then he adopted one.  
"Not once did I actually think about coming home with an animal," said pilot Matthew Prebish about his surprise that he adopted a kitten after the flight. 
By Sydney Page | 2024-10-17

After Hurricanes Helene and Milton, Southwest Airlines partnered with animal rescue groups to emergency airlift about 150 shelter pets. Capt. Matthew Prebish ended up adopting a 3-month-old kitten on board. (Stephen M. Keller/Southwest Airlines)


Southwest Airlines pilot Matthew Prebish volunteered to fly an emergency airlift plane full of 147 animals displaced in Hurricane Helene and Hurricane Milton to shelters in Milwaukee.
He figured he could help the terrified animals and then head back to his wife and son in Dallas.
"Not once did I actually think about coming home with an animal," he said. "I was just thinking about making sure we were safe and the animals were comfortable and we were able to operate on schedule."
When he landed the plane in Milwaukee on Oct. 12, bad weather forced it to stall for about 45 minutes with everyone aboard, giving Prebish time to mingle with some of his passengers. That's when he met Avery, a tiny three-month-old kitten who was rescued from a shelter in East Tennessee.
He petted her soft fur and was shocked at the thought that popped into his head: Should I bring her home?
Prebish is more of a dog person, he said. But Avery struck him as having an "explorer type personality." Then she looked into his eyes, and he was sold.

Prebish said he had an immediate impulse to adopt Avery. (Stephen M. Keller/Southwest Airlines)


"She caught my heart," Prebish said.
He called his wife to ask if she was okay with adopting a cat, and when she said yes, he flew home to Dallas with Avery -- to the delight of their son, Jett, 6.

Jett with Avery. (Matthew Prebish)


"She's fit in well with the family," said Prebish. "She is exploring and running around and really likes to cuddle."
Prebish has done similar volunteer flights in the past for other charities, but this was his first animal rescue effort.
"I knew it would be a fun flight," he said.
The two-hour flight was coordinated through a partnership between Lucky Dog Animal Rescue in Arlington, Va., a global nonprofit called Greater Good Charities and Southwest Airlines.

Volunteers offloading shelter pets from the flight on Oct. 12. (Stephen M. Keller/Southwest Airlines)


The animals on board -- 95 cats and 52 dogs -- had been in shelters in Tennessee and Florida before the hurricanes hit. The two storms claimed more than 275 lives and causing widespread destruction. The emergency airlift was planned to ensure the animals' safety, and also free up local shelters for an influx of displaced animals.
"The reason it's really important to empty out these shelters is after the impact of a storm, there are a lot of animals in need," said Mirah Horowitz, the founder and chief executive officer of Lucky Dog Animal Rescue. "If we can alleviate the pressure on these shelters, then they have the space and the resources to be able to care for all the stray animals."

Two dogs who were on the emergency airlift. (Stephen M. Keller/Southwest Airlines)


Horowitz and her team determined which shelters would need the most support, then coordinated to transport the animals -- some by car and some by plane -- from shelters in Tennessee and Florida to Lucky Dog Animal Rescue's South Carolina Rescue Campus, which opened last year in Florence, S.C.
"That has given us a way to help in natural disasters," said Horowitz, noting that the organization facilitates about 3,000 adoptions per year.
At the rescue campus, all the animals had health checks and received any necessary vaccines ahead of taking off on the flight to Milwaukee.

Mirah Horowitz, the founder and chief executive officer of Lucky Dog Animal Rescue, on the recent flight with Cooper. (Greater Good Charities)


"It's so amazing when you do one of these flights," said Horowitz, explaining that this was the third animal rescue flight arranged by her organization with Southwest Airlines. The first was in 2018, after Hurricane Maria hit Puerto Rico. Washington Post columnist Petula Dvorak was on the flight as a reporter and ended up adopting one of the pups on board.

Washington Post columnist Petula Dvorak adopted her seatmate, Chica, after a flight with Lucky Dog Animal Rescue in 2018. (Petula Dvorak/ Petula Dvorak)


Chica, a terrier mix, was her seatmate and had been found on an abandoned coffee farm during the hurricane.
"I couldn't resist the urge to adopt her," Dvorak wrote in a column about the flight.

Dvorak's son, Emmett Justice, snuggling with Chica. (Petula Dvorak)


Prebish -- who has been flying with Southwest Airlines for 13 years -- had the same feeling.
At home, Prebish also has a 2-year-old golden retriever named Wrigley, a 9-year-old Labrador retriever named Tahoe and another cat named Smalls.

Wrigley and Avery bonding. (Matthew Prebish)


"We're outnumbered now, animals to people," he said. "She's been exactly what we expected. It was definitely the right call."
Horowitz said she was touched when Prebish approached her on the flight and asked if he could adopt Avery.
"To be able to see this one little kitty form such an amazing bond with someone and have that person fall in love so quickly, it was truly special," she said. "It was definitely meant to be."
In the aftermath of the storms, Horowitz said, animal rescue groups are in desperate need of support. People can help by volunteering, fostering, adopting and donating.

Prebish with Avery and Horowitz. (Stephen M. Keller/Southwest Airlines)


"There are so many animals that need our help," she said.
Prebish hopes his story inspires other prospective adopters to consider taking in an animal impacted by the storms.
"I think we have to do whatever we can, whether it be for people or animals," he said. "Every little bit helps."
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Trump's business has expanded since 2016 -- and so have his potential conflicts
As president, Trump could shape policy on cryptocurrency and social media, two industries in which he has new financial interests.
By Jonathan O'Connell, Drew Harwell, Tony Romm | 2024-10-17

Donald Trump proposed crypto-friendly policies at a bitcoin conference in Nashville over the summer. (Johnnie Izquierdo for The Washington Post)


Former president Donald Trump told cryptocurrency fans at a national bitcoin conference this summer that if elected to a second term, he would turn the United States into the "crypto capital of the planet" and adopt policies "written by people who love your industry."
Less than one month later, he began plugging his newest business venture: a cryptocurrency enterprise.
"For too long, the average American has been squeezed by the big banks and financial elites. It's time we take a stand--together," Trump wrote in an online post, linking to the new crypto operation and a photograph of himself, face bloodied and fist raised to the sky after he survived an assassination attempt in Pennsylvania.
Trump stands to benefit financially if the enterprise is successful, with 75 percent of net revenue flowing to a company he owns, according to terms of the arrangement released this week.
Trump's vow to use the presidency to support an industry in which he has a significant personal stake shows how recent shifts in his business activities could give rise to what ethics experts describe as new and unprecedented potential conflicts of interest in a second Trump term.
When Trump first ran for president in 2016, he was a reality television star who had invested much of his fortune in real estate. Prior to his inauguration, he held a news conference with his tax attorney and pledged to put the presidency ahead of his own financial interests. He resigned from the companies he owned, put his sons in charge of the family business and took other steps he said were meant to address ethics concerns.

Foreign governments spent millions of dollars at Trump's D.C. hotel when he was president. He has since sold the business. (Evelyn Hockstein for The Washington Post)


Nevertheless, during his first term in office, Trump's portfolio of hotels and golf courses was a constant source of controversy and litigation, much of it over spending at his properties by foreign governments and corporate interests with an interest in White House policy.
Now Trump is not only the chief hypeman for and a top financial beneficiary of a crypto company that is actively seeking investors, but also the founder of a social media platform and the majority owner of its publicly traded parent company, with a stake of  more than $3.5 billion at Wednesday afternoon's   stock price -- more than the estimated value of all his commercial real estate combined.
Both ventures open up new avenues that people -- including those seeking to influence White House decision-making -- could use to enrich Trump personally. Few rules would restrict investors seeking to win Trump's favor, whether they be citizens of the United States or another nation.
Trump also would probably face policy decisions in these areas that could directly affect his own financial interests. Congress is debating major reforms to crypto and social media, giving the next president an opportunity to shape two industries in which Trump has a personal stake. By comparison, the U.S. president has comparatively little role in commercial real estate.
Trump, his company and his campaign have not made any commitments about how he would handle his business interests in a second term.
The opportunities for conflicts between Trump's personal interests and the country's would be "massive," said John Pelissero, director of government ethics at Santa Clara University's Markkula Center for Applied Ethics.
Foreign governments and corporations spent millions of dollars at Trump's hotels and golf courses during his first term, sometimes booking dozens of rooms at his D.C. hotel - a business he has since sold - when their leaders were in town to meet with him.
"Just as people went to his hotels to curry influence with him, people who want to have some influence over him will probably find ways to invest in the social media company or this new crypto venture," Pelissero said.
Trump ally Cynthia Lummis, a Republican senator from Wyoming and a crypto champion, also raised questions about the optics of the former president's foray into the industry, saying in an interview that it has made her "a little uncomfortable." She suggested Trump should consider putting his crypto assets in a blind trust, in which an independent trustee is named to manage the businesses and the president is barred access.

Sen. Cynthia Lummis (R-Wyo.), seen at a bitcoin conference in Miami Beach last year, has said that the optics of Trump's foray into crypto have made her "a little uncomfortable." (Eva Marie Uzcategui/Bloomberg/Getty Images)


"It just kind of takes the argument away that he might be subject to questioning for being involved in a digital asset project while he's running for president," she said.
Trump still owns an array of hotels, resorts and golf courses in the United States and abroad, plus other New York City real estate including office space, storefronts and luxury apartments. He has also pulled in millions of dollars selling Trump-branded merchandise to fans, the disclosures show. His current offerings include books, Bibles, hats, flags, sneakers and $100,000 watches.
A Trump Organization attorney declined to comment on how it would operate if Trump returns to the White House. The Trump campaign issued a statement from Karoline Leavitt, national press secretary, saying: "President Trump removed himself from his multi-billion-dollar real estate empire to run for office and forewent his government salary, becoming the first President to actually lose net worth while serving in the White House. Unlike most politicians, President Trump didn't get into politics for profit - he's fighting because he loves the people of this country and wants to make America great again."
Representatives of Trump Media & Technology Group -- the parent company of Trump's social media platform, Truth Social -- and of the crypto venture, World Liberty Financial, did not respond to requests for comment.
Nearly all presidents since the 1970s have put their assets into a blind trust.
During his 2016 campaign, Trump committed to putting his assets into a trust run by his eldest sons, Donald Trump Jr. and Eric Trump, and his then-chief financial officer, Allen Weisselberg.
After Trump's election, the Trump Organization committed to making "no new foreign deals" during his presidency. Trump's sons, having taken over the company, hired an outside ethics adviser and vowed to give profits from foreign governments to the U.S. Treasury, eventually donating hundreds of thousands of dollars.
Though the arrangement removed Trump from day-to-day business operations, it fell well short of a blind trust structure, creating an unprecedented political battle over presidential ethics. The government's top ethics official resigned after six months, criticizing Trump on his way out the door. Democrats in Congress, state attorneys general and private business owners filed lawsuits alleging that Trump was illegally profiting from the office and violating the emoluments clause of the Constitution, which bars presidents from accepting some payments from foreign governments.
At least 20 governments collectively spent more than $7.8 million at his properties while he was in the White House, among them China, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Kuwait and Malaysia, according to a report by congressional Democrats using documents from Trump's former accounting firm. One of the watchdog groups that sued Trump, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (CREW), has claimed the foreign payments probably totaled more than $13 million.
After years of litigation, three key cases were dismissed with no resolution from the courts on how the emoluments clause should be enforced. The Trump Organization eventually sold its D.C. hotel and exited a contract with New York City to run a Bronx golf course.
Since then, the Trump Organization has continued to ink deals in foreign countries such as Oman, Saudi Arabia and Vietnam, according to press announcements and his financial disclosures, and the company was in serious talks to open hotels in Israel until last year's Oct. 7 attack by Hamas, Eric Trump told the New York Times last week.
Trump's most valuable asset

People walk past the Nasdaq building in New York in March. Trump's stake in Trump Media & Technology Group, which owns Truth Social, remains his most valuable single asset, according to a review of his financial disclosures and the estimated value of his real estate holdings. (Frank Franklin II/AP)


After the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol, Trump was suspended from Facebook and Twitter, now known as X. But barely a year later, in October 2021, he announced his own social network, Truth Social.
Former contestants on Trump's "The Apprentice" offered to run the operation and give Trump the bulk of the shares in exchange for his brand and limited participation. In a candidate financial disclosure this year, Trump reported $5.3 million in "business income" for Trump Media but did not provide further detail on what portion of that he may have received.
Trump Media went public earlier this year, minting billions for the former president -- at least on paper. In August, Trump Media told the Securities and Exchange Commission that Trump owned nearly 115 million shares, or more than 56 percent of the company.
When Trump Media debuted on the stock market, its share price surged. But the company has lost tens of millions of dollars annually, and last year it reported revenue of $4 million, less than the average Chick-fil-A franchise.
After topping out at $6 billion, the value of Trump's stake has fallen by roughly half. But it remains his most valuable single asset, according to a review of his financial disclosures and the estimated values of his real estate holdings, and is simpler to liquidate than his properties.
An agreement that barred Trump from selling his shares for six months expired in late September. As the deadline approached, Trump said he had no intention of selling.
"People think that I'm leaving, that's why they're down, because if I leave, it's different if I leave. But I'm not leaving. I love it," he said of the shares. "They're worth billions of dollars. But I don't want to sell my shares. I'm not going to sell my shares. I don't need money."
If Trump changed his mind, a buyer could purchase a large quantity of his shares without much oversight either on the open market or through a brokered agreement with Trump.
Buyers must disclose large stock purchases when they amount to more than 5 percent of a company's shares, per the SEC's public-company rules. That disclosure requirement would be triggered only for a purchaser who accumulates about 10 million shares in Truth Social, worth about  $312 million at Wednesday's  stock price. That figure is 24 times the foreign spending at all Trump properties during his entire first term, according to CREW's assessment.
While government ethics forms require sitting presidents to disclose any sale of stock, they do not require disclosure of details about those sales -- including the identities of buyers.
Advertising on Truth Social -- much of which is currently for right-wing political merchandise -- is Trump Media's main income stream from business operations, according to securities filings. No conflict-of-interest rules would prevent the president benefiting from ad-sale income.
Truth Social remains a relatively tiny player in the social media industry: The platform had 13 million visits last month, less than 1 percent of the roughly 4 billion visits to X, according to estimates from the analytics firm Similarweb. But the former president's fans have encouraged Trump to designate Truth Social as the official communications platform for the White House and federal agencies, a move that could boost traffic and advertising rates.
Trump campaign leaders have not discussed the idea, according to a person familiar with the inner workings of the campaign who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share private conversations.
In the next four years, Washington is widely expected to continue to debate the enormously consequential question of how to regulate social media companies.
During Trump's first term -- before Truth Social existed -- Trump called for the repeal of Section 230, a bedrock protection for social media companies that largely shields them from being sued for their users' posts. Section 230, however, also protects Truth Social, and whether Trump remains committed to repealing it is unclear.
Trump could also face decisions about several existing proposals to restrict social media use by minors. The proposals, if enacted, could benefit Truth Social by limiting growth for competitors with younger user bases.
"If the president has a strong financial interest in a particular platform, I'm very concerned that that would go against the public interest in creating the rules of the road that are good for democracy," said Archon Fung, a professor at Harvard University's John F. Kennedy School of Government who has extensively studied government ethics.
"What's good for Truth Social may not be good for the United States of America," he added.
'Chief crypto advocate'
Trump and his two eldest sons officially announced World Liberty Financial, their new crypto venture, during a live-stream promotion on Sept. 16. In a half-hour interview from his Mar-a-Lago estate, Trump explained that he had come to support cryptocurrency after learning about it from his sons.
"Barron knows so much about this," he said of his youngest son.
Trump's presence served as a valuable endorsement of a company seeking to build buzz and attract investment. The company lists him as "chief crypto advocate" and his three sons as part of the project's supporting team.
Cryptocurrency tokens can be used like money or held as longer-term investments.  They are typically not issued or controlled by governments, and transactions can be completed without banks. There are now numerous different currencies, or tokens, as well as exchanges, which facilitate crypto transactions for a fee.
World Liberty Financial has said it intends to build a platform that will allow users to trade, borrow and lend cryptocurrencies. It has said that its mission is to advance "decentralized finance" by leveraging "the global reach and recognition of the Trump brand" to attract users.
On Tuesday morning, World Liberty Financial began selling governance tokens, which grant holders a say in how the project takes shape. The company offered 20 billion tokens for 11/2 cents each, with a goal of raising $300 million. By Wednesday afternoon, thousands of buyers had purchased about  825 million tokens for  just over $12 million, according to World Liberty Financial's website.
World Liberty Financial released a document this week showing that its top financial beneficiary is DT Marks DEFI LLC. The document refers to multiple "owners and principals" of that company, but only Trump is named.  On his candidate disclosure form earlier this year, Trump reported that through a trust he owned virtually all of the company, then called DT Tower II.
DT Marks DEFI is slated to receive 22.5 percent of World Liberty Financial's tokens and 75 percent of revenues once expenses and reserves are met, according to the document. In exchange, Trump has agreed to make promotional appearances and allow the company to use his name and likeness in advertising. Neither he nor his family members are managers, owners or operators of World Liberty Financial, the document shows.
The launch of the Trump-backed crypto venture has underscored deepening ties between the former president and the crypto industry, years after he described bitcoin as a "scam."
The future of crypto depends on how Washington decides to regulate it. To influence those decisions, crypto companies and executives have aggressively lobbied policymakers from both parties, launching a trio of super PACs that have run ads touting crypto-friendly 2024 candidates for Congress and attacking foes. By mid-October, these groups had spent about $134 million, according to the political research firm AdImpact.
Some crypto executives and investors are also pouring money into the race for the White House, whose next occupant will play a critical role in setting crypto policy and selecting key personnel.
A central issue is whether cryptocurrencies should be tightly regulated as securities or as commodities, a question that has divided federal agencies and that will ultimately have to be answered by Congress or the courts. Another key question is how far the government should go in protecting investors from implosions like that of the FTX crypto exchange.
Under Chairman Gary Gensler, the SEC has largely treated cryptocurrencies as securities and cracked down on crypto companies for fraud, false claims and failure to register with the commission. Commodities are regulated by a different agency under different rules.
Trump has pledged to fire Gensler. "The SEC has been extremely hostile and really going after people," Trump said on the live stream.
At the July conference, Trump vowed to create a crypto advisory council to design regulatory guidance to "benefit" the industry. He also said he would block the Federal Reserve from creating its own digital currency -- a move that could raise the values of all cryptocurrencies.
Liz Goodwin contributed to this report.
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Highlands, N.C., was spared by Hurricane Helene. Tourists still aren't coming.
Towns in far southwestern North Carolina survived the storm, but warnings that people avoid the region have kept away visitors essential to their survival.
By Allison Salerno | 2024-10-17

People are seen at Sunset Rock on Oct. 10, 2024, in Highlands, N.C. (Allison Joyce for The Washington Post) 


HIGHLANDS, N.C. -- Nat King Cole tunes were playing in the empty lobby of the Highlands Inn, built in 1880, which should have been busy with tourists. Rebecca Ivey, 40, was behind the reception desk fielding phone calls, including cancellations. The town had cleaned up and reopened a few days after Helene's strong winds and thunderous rains swept through in late September, but normal had not yet returned.
"Last week was dead," she said, even though it was among the year's most critical weeks for Highlands businesses. Maybe business would pick up for the coming weekend, she said. Still: "We're not full."
Elsewhere on Main Street, Nicole Chastain, 45, and the general manager of Bear Mountain Outfitters, lamented: "This is supposed to be our busiest time of the year."

A view of Main Street in the early morning of Oct. 11, 2024, in Highlands, N.C. (Allison Joyce for The Washington Post) 


She estimated that sales in her shop had dropped at least 50 percent since the roads were cleared and power restored downtown. Highlands is 85 miles to the southwest and a nearly two-hour drive from Asheville and the brunt of Helene's damage.
The day Helene roared into western North Carolina, Gov. Roy Cooper (D) urged people to stay away. Residents faced landslides, flash floods and other life-threatening dangers, he said in a statement. "For western North Carolina, do not travel unless there is an emergency," it said.
The state's map of passable roads showed the entire region in red, for "essential travel only." That messaging was necessary at the time, observers said, but communications did not keep up with improving conditions or draw a distinction between the far southwestern counties of North Carolina, including places like Highlands where damage was much less significant and recovery more rapid.

Rebecca Ivey at the Highlands Inn in Highlands, N.C., on Oct. 11, 2024. (Allison Joyce for The Washington Post) 


Last week, the state updated its transportation map, putting counties like Macon, which includes Highlands, in the "green zone." But visitors have not updated their expectations, cutting into the towns' economies in the most important time of the year financially. That has meant that even towns without significant damage are also suffering.
"It was the storm after the storm," said Mici Canales, who handles communications for Visit Smokies, a nonprofit regional tourism promotion group. Labeling the sparsely populated westernmost counties as closed was "not fair for the mom and pops" in small mountain towns where tourism is often the sole source of jobs, she said.
Family-owned businesses that reopened to tourists, some as early as a few days after Helene, "don't have the luxury of getting to close down for a year or several months and be fine because they have that corporate backing," Canales said. "If these businesses don't get business, they're going down."
Even though the state updated its road map on its DriveNC website, Visit Smokies was so concerned about the decline in visitors that it erected a red billboard in Clayton, Ga., which motorists drive through to get to the Smokies. "VISITORS NEEDED," it reads in bold white lettering against a red background with a list of 11 Western North Carolina towns, Canales said. More billboards listing more open towns will be added in the coming weeks, she said.

Visitors at Sunset Rock on Oct. 10, 2024, in Highlands, N.C. (Allison Joyce for The Washington Post) 


Stops by motorists to the Smoky Mountain Visitor Center just over the Georgia state line in Franklin, N.C., are dramatically down -- from about 6,000 people in the first two weeks of October last year to about 800 this year. "So they're saying, 'We're going to Gatlinburg (Tenn.) because we heard it's closed over here. Don't worry, we won't stop.'" Canales said. "We're saying, 'No, no, no, no, no, no, no.'"
Among the towns on the billboard is Highlands. At 4,118 feet above sea level, it is one of the highest towns east of the Mississippi River, with a full-time population of about 1,100. For the past century, its relatively cool summer temperatures have drawn wealthy Southerners, particularly from Atlanta, 130 miles to the southwest. The town sits on a plateau in the Nantahala National Forest, and tourists come for shopping and mountain vistas.
About a mile out of town just before dawn last week, the easy trail to Sunrise Rock, a local attraction that usually draws tourists, was empty, except for the calls of blue jays, crows and sharp-shinned hawks. The smell of a campfire filled the air, along with the distant whir of traffic. Nearby, the short hike to Sunset Rock gave a glimpse of downtown Highlands, with layer upon layer of mountains in the horizon.

People dine at Skyline Lodge restaurant in Highlands, N.C., on Oct. 11, 2024. (Allison Joyce for The Washington Post) 


Downtown, at Black Bear Breakfast and Lunch along Main Street, Daniel Figueroa, 20, was behind the cash register of his mother's business, ringing up customers' breakfast tabs. The family has lived in Highlands for eight years. Figueroa said business is slower than usual because people are worried about road conditions. "People aren't sure if it's safe," he said. "They are calling to make sure they can get through."
Retirees Gary and Pamela Tipton of Spartanburg, S.C., were finishing up breakfast; waffles with grits, eggs and bacon for him, French toast for her. At home, where they have a whole-house generator, they'd been helping neighbors who lost power, cooking them biscuits, letting them take hot showers, storing medicines and letting them charge heart monitors and hearing aids. They were staying at a Highlands resort with reservations they'd booked two months ago.
"There does not appear to be a lot of people there," Gary Tipton, 73, said.
At Elevation, a women's clothing boutique where the least expensive jeans are $109 a pair, salesperson Katherine Williamson, 66, said business, reliant on women from Atlanta on day trips -- was slower than usual. Kapi Farrell's daughter, Mary McRae, 15, bought a deeply discounted blouse for $15. Farrell, 46, said her family, which includes her husband and two daughters, had booked a long weekend visit to Highlands three months ago.
They drove 41/2 hours from Homewood, a suburb of Birmingham, Ala., and brought in their van supplies for hurricane survivors, including toilet paper and baby formula. They took the supplies to a distribution site about an hour out of town before heading to Highlands.
Spending money on food and lodging in Highlands, Farrell said, was another way to help. "If we're going to spend $2,500, we'll come up and spend it here," she said. "If we help (Highlands business owners) then they can help other people."

Owner Dan Young hangs displays at Main Street Gifts on Oct. 11, 2024, in Highlands, N.C. (Allison Joyce for The Washington Post) 


Even people who live close to Highlands have called Billy Love, deputy director of The Bascom, a nonprofit arts center, to see if it's safe to drive over for the weekend wood-turning group, where members use lathes to turn wood into art.
"I told them 'Yes, the roads are open,'" he said. "There's been confusion around the state."
Some of those who have shown up have not been tourists but fellow evacuees, from either Helene or Hurricane Milton, which made landfall south of Sarasota, Fla., 13 days after Helene hit the Florida coast to the north and then spiraled into the Southeastern states.
"We live exactly in Sarasota," said Ivy Lima, 38. They had left home at 3 a.m. Tuesday, the day before Milton made landfall.
She and her husband and two young children were visiting friends in Blairsville, Ga., who had suggested a quick visit to the Highlands area.
Sophie Delany, 33, opened One Wicker Cheese in downtown Highlands in April. The storm and the lack of customers afterward are damaging her cheese shop's prospects. She'd already lost money, she said, when all her soft cheeses went bad due to a power outage right after Helene.

A view of a dock at sunrise on Oct. 11, 2024, in Highlands, N.C. (Allison Joyce for The Washington Post) 


Business the first two weeks of October was half of what she'd expected. "Today is the first day I have had more than eight people walk through the door." she said with a sigh. "People are feeling like they shouldn't come, that they shouldn't be flaunting their privilege because other people are suffering. "
October, she said, should be paying the rent for the rest of the winter. As much as she'd like to, Delany has not yet been able to afford to donate funds or supplies to hard-hit North Carolinians.
"I need to feed my children and pay my light bill," she said. "I might get a loan to get through the winter."
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A 911 caller said a camper was killed by a bear. Police say it was murder.
Dustin Kjersem's body was discovered by a friend at a remote Montana campsite. The 35-year-old's injuries were so severe that it looked like a bear attack. 
By Rachel Pannett | 2024-10-17

A sign near Big Sky, Mont., warns visitors to beware of bears. (Adrian Sanchez-Gonzalez for The Washington Post) 


Dustin Kjersem's body was discovered on Oct. 12 at a remote Montana campsite. The 35-year-old's injuries were so severe that a 911 caller said it looked like a bear attack.
Police suspect he was murdered.
Kjersem set out for a weekend of camping at a remote Montana forest site late last week. Police say he was last in contact with his family the afternoon of Oct. 10. He was meant to meet a friend on Friday, and when he didn't show up, his friend started searching for him.
The friend found his body inside a tent at a forest service campsite near Big Sky, in southern Montana, around 10 a.m. Saturday local time. The friend called 911, thinking Kjersem had been killed by a bear.
Bear attacks in the area are not uncommon. In July, a 72-year-old man shot and killed a grizzly bear that attacked him while he was picking huckleberries in a Montana forest.
Local law enforcement officials inspected the campsite, along with an agent from the Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks service who is an expert in bear attacks.

Big Sky is a popular destination for nature and outdoor enthusiasts in Montana. (Adrian Sanchez-Gonzalez for The Washington Post) 


The agent did not find any signs of recent bear activity, leading police to treat the case as a homicide. An autopsy supported that theory, indicating that Kjersem suffered multiple chop wounds that led to his death, authorities said in a news conference Wednesday.
"People have asked me if there's a threat to the community and the answer is: We don't know. We don't have enough information to know at this time," Gallatin County Sheriff Dan Springer told reporters. "But we do know that someone was out there who killed someone in a very heinous way. So if you're out in the woods ... you need to remain vigilant."
"We are working all hours of the day and night to find his killer," he added.
The campsite, located about 2.5 miles up Moose Creek Road, was well kept, with lots of equipment that Kjersem had set up to enjoy the weekend with his friend, Springer said. Authorities found Kjersem's vehicle, a black 2013 Ford F-150 with a black topper and a silver aluminum ladder rack, at the scene.
Police are calling on anyone who was in the Moose Creek area at the time to share footage from dash cams or game cameras, or any other information that could help apprehend a suspect. The area, while remote, is popular with hunters and other outdoor enthusiasts, police said.
At the news conference Wednesday, Kjersem's sister, Jillian Price, issued a plea for help to find her brother's killer.
"This weekend, we lost our brother, our son, our uncle, our best friend and our dad in the most unimaginable way," Price said.
Kjersem was born in nearby Bozeman, Mont., and worked all over the valley as a tradesman, Price said, pouring foundations, framing houses and installing countertops.
"He was a loving, helpful and adoring father who in no way deserved this," she said.
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Menendez brothers' relatives urge district attorney to release them
Relatives of Erik and Lyle Menendez urged Los Angeles County officials to reconsider the brothers' life sentences for killing their parents in 1989.
By Maria Luisa Paul | 2024-10-17

Brothers Erik, left, and Lyle Menendez were convicted in 1996 of the first-degree murder of their wealthy Beverly Hills, Calif., parents. The brothers were sentenced to life imprisonment. (Reuters)


In 1996, Erik and Lyle Menendez were each sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole for killing their parents in a salvo of shotgun blasts. Nearly three decades later, family members gathered Wednesday outside the same Los Angeles courthouse where the brothers' fate was sealed -- and demanded their release.
"If Lyle and Erik's case were heard today, with the understanding we now have about abuse and [post-traumatic stress disorder], there is no doubt in my mind that their sentencing would have been very different," said Anamaria Baralt, niece of Jose Menendez, the siblings' father.
The Menendez brothers have long insisted that years of sexual, physical and emotional abuse by their father fueled the violent outburst in 1989 that later captivated the nation. Yet crucial evidence of that abuse was barred from their 1996 trial.
Now, newly surfaced evidence, including a letter to a relative and new testimony from a former boy band member, has compelled Los Angeles County District Attorney George Gascon to take another look at the brothers' life sentences.
"Given the totality of the circumstances, I don't think they deserve to be in prison until they die," he told ABC News's "Nightline" last week.
Members of both sides of the brothers' family echoed that sentiment Wednesday.
"For many years, I struggled to come to terms with what happened to my sister's family," said Joan VanderMolen, the brothers' aunt. "It was a nightmare none of us could have imagined. But as details of Lyle and Erik's abuse came to light, it became clear that their actions -- while tragic -- were the desperate response of two boys trying to survive the unspeakable cruelty of their father."
With her voice shaking and at times broken by tears, VanderMolen insisted her nephews had "become better men despite everything that they've been through."
"It's time to give them the opportunity to live the rest of their lives free from the shadow of their past," she said.
The Menendez brothers burst into public view over three decades ago in one of the first cases to draw a daily national audience to a televised criminal trial. By their own testimony, the two young men -- who were 21 and 18 at the time -- marched into their family's Beverly Hills, Calif., mansion one evening with shotguns and fired more than a dozen rounds at their mother and father while the couple sat on the couch.
Later, the brothers received a portion of their family's $14 million estate. Within about six months, they spent $700,000 on real estate and luxury items, including three Rolex watches and a Porsche car.
After the brothers were arrested in 1990, prosecutors portrayed them as greedy, cold-blooded killers. Their defense lawyers, in contrast, argued the brothers had killed out of fear after enduring years of their father's abuse.
Their trial ended in 1994 with two juries unable to make a decision. When they were retried a year later, the brothers' sexual assault claims were deemed inadmissible in court -- and ridiculed by prosecutors who insisted the siblings murdered their parents to inherit the family's fortune.
In July 1996, a judge said he believed that Erik and Lyle Menendez had carefully decided to kill both their parents. He sentenced each brother to two consecutive life sentences.
The legal saga has drawn renewed public interest since this year's release of "Monsters: The Lyle and Erik Menendez Story," a Netflix miniseries co-created by Ryan Murphy, as well as "The Menendez Brothers," a feature-length Netflix documentary.
Yet the brothers' attorney and their relatives said Wednesday that their push to release them from prison has been in the works for well over a year.
In 2023, the siblings' attorneys filed a habeas petition that argued they should be granted relief from their prison sentences based on newly uncovered evidence that could prove Jose Menendez's alleged pattern of sexual abuse: A letter Erik Menendez wrote to a cousin in 1988, a year before the killings.
"Its still happening Andy but it's worse for me now," Menendez wrote to his cousin, Andy Cano, according to the petition. "... I never know when its going to happen and its driving me crazy. Every night I stay up thinking he might come in."
Another "incredibly important" piece corroborating the brothers' claims, their lawyer Mark Geragos said Wednesday, is the testimony of Roy Rossello, a former member of the iconic 1980s boy band Menudo, which was known as the "Hispanic Beatles."
Rossello alleged he was drugged and raped by Jose Menendez -- then the head of RCA Records, which had a recording deal with Menudo -- when he was a teen.
"He, too, was assaulted by the father and not only assaulted, but it happened at the [Beverly Hills] house," Geragos said Wednesday. "It corroborates the fact that the safe place that Jose thought he had was at the house. And it corroborates what the family members said was the very uncomfortable rule in the house that you could not go down the hallway if Jose was with one of the boys; that was the ground upon which he preyed."
A hearing for the habeas petition is set for Nov. 29 in Los Angeles. If the petition is granted, Geragos said, the brothers' conviction could be overturned following a new trial. However, the attorneys and relatives are also asking the court for a resentencing -- a move that would require a recommendation from Gascon, the district attorney.
"I hate to say that anything is a slam-dunk under the criminal law, but under the resentencing laws in California, they clearly come home," Geragos said. If Gascon recommends resentencing, it will be up to a judge to decide whether the brothers will be released, receive a lesser sentence or get a new trial.
He said he plans to make his resentencing decision this month.
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Georgia school shooting suspect planned attack in notebook, officials say
Investigators say Colt Gray, 14, also maintained a "shrine" to previous school shooters, including Nikolas Cruz, the gunman in the 2018 school shooting in Parkland, Fla.
By Holly Bailey | 2024-10-16

Colin Gray, the father of Colt Gray, enters the Barrow County courthouse for his first appearance on Sept. 6 in Winder, Ga. (Brynn Anderson/AP)


ATLANTA -- The 14-year-old boy accused of fatally shooting four people and wounding nine others at his Georgia high school last month meticulously planned the attack in a notebook that included estimated casualty counts and sketches of the hallway and classroom where the deadly shooting took place, state investigators said Wednesday.
Investigators also revealed that Colt Gray, the suspected shooter in the deadly Sept. 4 shooting at Apalachee High School in Winder, Ga., maintained a "shrine" in his bedroom to previous school shootings, which investigators said included a photo of Nikolas Cruz, the gunman in the 2018 school shooting in Parkland, Fla.
Testifying at a preliminary hearing for Colin Gray, the suspect's father, who is also charged in the attack, an agent with the Georgia Bureau of Investigation said the elder Gray told investigators that he had questioned his son after he noticed Colt Gray had replaced a photo of a rock musician hanging on his bedroom wall with a photo of Cruz.
Speaking to law enforcement after the shooting, Colin Gray recounted how he had asked his son who the man was in the photo. "Dad, you really don't know who that is?" Colt Gray allegedly replied.
"No, son, I don't," Colin Gray allegedly told his son.
Kelsey Ward, a GBI special agent, said Colin Gray told her that he "dropped" the subject but later pressed his son again about the image. "Colt explained it was Nikolas Cruz, a previous school shooter," Ward testified, recounting what Colin Gray told investigators.
When Colin Gray asked his son why Cruz was on his wall, Colt Gray allegedly said that he "just" was. "There wasn't any further discussion about that," Ward said, recounting what Gray told law enforcement.
The hearing for Colin Gray came one day before prosecutors are expected to seek formal indictments against both Colin and Colt Gray from a Barrow County grand jury. Colin Gray's attorneys had asked a judge to hold a preliminary hearing in his case to determine whether prosecutors had enough evidence to move forward with charges against him.
After a roughly 90-minute hearing Wednesday morning, Barrow County Chief Magistrate Judge Caroline Powers Evans found "probable cause" for the case against Colin Gray to proceed.
Colt Gray is charged as an adult with four counts of felony murder, with additional charges expected this week. He faces life in prison if convicted.
Authorities arrested and charged Colin Gray, 54, two days after the deadly shooting, accusing him of "providing a firearm" to his son even as he had "knowledge that he was a threat to himself and others."
The elder Gray is facing two counts of second-degree murder, four counts of involuntary manslaughter and eight counts of cruelty to children. He faces as much as 180 years in prison if convicted.
Neither Gray has entered a formal plea in the case.
Among the new information revealed Wednesday about the investigation were details about a black notebook recovered from the desk where Colt Gray had been sitting inside his second-period algebra class shortly before the shooting.
Lucas Beyer, a GBI special agent, testified that the notebook included writings and drawings that appeared to document Colt Gray's alleged plans for the attack, including a step-by-step checklist of how he would execute the shooting and sketches of the school that were accompanied by written estimates of casualty counts in certain areas.
Colt Gray rode the bus to school that morning with the AR-15-style rifle used in the attack in his backpack. The rifle, which did not fit into the bag, was wrapped in a piece of "rolled-up poster board" to conceal it, Beyer said -- a detail included in the plan outlined in the notebook.
Beyer testified that a page in the notebook featured two columns designated "hallway" and "classroom."
"In the hallway column, it's written, 'I'm thinking, three to four people killed; Injured, question mark, four to five,'" Beyer testified. "Under the classroom column is written, '15 to 17, killed; Injured, question mark, two to three.'"
In parentheses off to the side, Beyer testified, there was another notation. "Surprise if I make it this far," it read.
Investigators also recovered writings and drawings in other notebooks from the home Colt Gray shared with his father -- including a drawing featuring stick figures that appeared to depict a school shooting, with bullets depicted going through bodies. "Shoot the teacher," a note on the drawing said.
Ward testified that the drawing included a "deceased stick figure" on the ground that appeared to be Gray drawing himself.
Investigators also found what appeared to be a letter from Colt Gray, left on a table inside the home. "Just know it's not your fault. You tried your hardest," the letter said, according to testimony. "Forgive me. As for what I've done, it's out of my control."
Beyer also recounted a Sept. 4 interview with Lisa Butler, a guidance counselor at Apalachee who had been assigned to Colt Gray. She told investigators that she had twice encountered Colt Gray -- once when he enrolled at the school in August and a second time in late August, when he was escorted to her office by another staff member who said the teenager "had made comments that showed possible suicidal ideations."
Butler told investigators that Colt Gray told her he was having a "severe anxiety attack" and that he was "shaking and rocking back and forth uncontrollably." The teenager denied wanting to harm himself, but Butler told agents she was unable to calm him down and thought it was "not suitable to continue with classes."
Butler told investigators that she tried calling Colin Gray but that he didn't answer the phone. She asked Colt Gray to call his father using his cellphone -- a call that Colin Gray did pick up. Butler said she took the phone and told the elder Gray to pick up his son because he was suffering an anxiety attack and could not return to class.
"Colin informed her that he would not be picking Colt up from school. He was working, and ... he stated that he was stuck on I-85 at that time. He further advised that there were no other family members that could come get him," Beyer testified.
The teenager ultimately returned to class, Beyer said. Butler also told investigators that Colin Gray had inquired about getting his son into counseling but also raised concerns about the "cost."
Just before the shooting, Colt Gray sent "concerning text messages" to both his mother and father saying that he was "sorry" and that it wasn't their fault, investigators testified. That prompted Marcee Gray, his mother, to call the school roughly a half-hour before the shooting. She urged Butler to find her son -- a call that ultimately led school resource officers to go to Colt Gray's classroom and later a bathroom where they mistakenly pulled aside another student with a similar name.
Prosecutors on Wednesday called attention to the fact that Colin Gray did not call the school, even after receiving disturbing text messages from his son and later from his daughter, a student at the middle school next door to Apalachee which also went on lockdown after the shooting.
Instead, the elder Gray told investigators that he left work, went home and turned on the television, where he saw news of the attack, an agent testified. He then checked to see if the gun he had given Colt Gray for Christmas was in the house and found it missing.
When Barrow County Sheriff's officers arrived at the Gray home, Colin Gray behaved in a "not surprised" manner about the shooting, Ward testified, citing body-camera video of the scene. He told the officers about the texts from Colt Gray. When his daughter texted him that she was on lockdown, Colin Gray told officers that he replied, "God almighty, please tell me that your brother didn't do something."
Asked if Colin Gray appeared to show any remorse, Ward replied, "No, he did not."
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Texas man faces execution despite doubts over shaken baby syndrome
Robert Roberson of Texas is scheduled to die by lethal injection despite doubts over shaken baby syndrome, the scientific theory used to convict him in the death of his daughter.
By Kim Bellware, Tobi Raji | 2024-10-16

Robert Roberson is seen behind plexiglass at the Texas Department of Criminal Justice's Polunsky Unit in Livingston, Tex., on Dec. 19, 2023. (Ilana Panich-Linsman for the Innocence Project/AFP/Getty Images) 


The path to stopping the country's first execution based on the refuted theory known as "shaken baby syndrome" narrowed Wednesday after the Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles denied clemency to Robert Roberson, a 57-year-old man with autism who is scheduled to die by lethal injection this week.
Roberson's case has galvanized a bipartisan coalition of 86 Texas lawmakers, scientists and even the former lead detective from his 2002 case to fight for a reprieve. Supporters cite Roberson's case as a prime example of a conviction wrongfully secured by a decades-old theory many scientists and legal experts say is unreliable "junk science" in the vein of discredited forensics such as bite-mark and bloodstain-pattern analysis.
Lawyers for Roberson argue he faces execution over a nonexistent crime: His 2-year-old daughter Nikki Curtis died in 2002 of an undiagnosed case of double pneumonia, lawyers said; doctors incorrectly presumed symptoms such as brain swelling and bleeding were from abuse and did not investigate other possibilities. Suspicion of Roberson's guilt was fueled by his seemingly unemotional response to Nikki's dire condition -- the result, lawyers say, of autism spectrum disorder, which he was not formally diagnosed with until 2018.
"We urge Governor Abbott to grant a reprieve of 30 days to allow litigation to continue and have a court hear the overwhelming new medical and scientific evidence that shows Robert Roberson's chronically ill, two-year-old daughter, Nikki, died of natural and accidental causes, not abuse," Gretchen Sween, an attorney for Roberson, said in a statement Wednesday.
Roberson has filed several petitions to the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals which were all denied, including one Wednesday requesting the court halt his execution to consider new evidence. An earlier denial on Oct. 11 came just two days after that court overturned the conviction of a Dallas man who Roberson's lawyers noted was prosecuted under the theory of shaken baby syndrome in "a markedly similar case" that used "the same expert opinions that this Court has now recognized are not grounded in science."
Roberson's attorneys could file an appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court, which last year declined to review his case.
His best chance now lies with Texas Gov. Greg Abbott, a pro-death-penalty Republican who has only once used his executive powers to stop an execution. A reprieve from Abbott would not remove Roberson from death row but grant a 30-day execution delay.
Abbott's office did not respond to a request for comment on Roberson's case Tuesday.
Roberson's is the latest high-profile death-penalty case in recent weeks to come under scrutiny because of questions about the quality of evidence used to convict the defendant. Last month, South Carolina executed 46-year-old Freddie Owens for the 1997 fatal shooting of a convenience store clerk, despite an admission just days earlier that a key prosecution witness had lied on the stand. Less than a week later, Missouri executed 55-year-old Marcellus Williams, who for years maintained he was innocent in the 1998 killing of a former reporter for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. Williams's DNA did not match the forensic evidence recovered from the crime scene.
"The evidence is assembled and available to the Texas authorities, but no one with the power to stop Roberson's execution is paying attention," John Grisham, the best-selling novelist and retired lawyer who is among Roberson's most high-profile supporters, wrote in a Washington Post editorial Tuesday. "The courts slammed all the doors on the basis of technicalities, and even politicians' pleas have been ignored."
In theory, post-conviction appeals can serve as a fail-safe that allows the court system to reckon with past errors and avoid wrongful execution. In practice, the courts are rarely so nimble -- or willing, according to death-penalty researcher and Fordham law professor Deborah Denno.
For pragmatic reasons, courts are concerned that opening the door to one challenge could lead to a cascade of challenges to cases determined using old science that, at one point, was widely accepted.
"It's why courts are so loath to start going down this path," Denno said. "If you start with shaken baby syndrome evidence, next you can look at fingerprint evidence, or any array of scientific evidence that was accepted before."
Then there's the gap between a jury's conviction and a defendant's execution -- an average of 18.9 years, according to 2020 figures from the nonprofit Death Penalty Information Center.
"By the time defendants come up for execution, we can see all the problems with these cases," Denno said. Technology advances, scientific theories are discredited and the understanding of factors like neurodivergence, trauma and mental illness grow more sophisticated.
On Wednesday, the Texas House Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence held a hearing to discuss the effectiveness of Article 11.073. The 2013 law colloquially known as the "junk science statute" gives defendants a pathway to challenge their convictions if new scientific evidence undermines that from their original trial.
"The whole point is that we have this law in Texas, but it does not appear the courts are following that law," said Republican state Rep. Lacey Hull, who learned of Roberson's case in her role as vice chair of the bipartisan Criminal Justice Reform Caucus. "Robert should have been granted relief under the junk science statue."
The committee late Tuesday filed a petition with the appeals court requesting it delay Roberson's execution until after the 2025 legislative session so it could make amendments to the junk science statute that might affect his case.
"It is beyond dispute that medical evidence presented at Mr. Roberson's trial in 2003 is inconsistent with modern scientific principles," the committee wrote in its Tuesday filing. "Article 11.073 was meant exactly for cases like this one."
For decades, doctors were trained they could presume child abuse in cases in which a child presented with a certain array of symptoms, known as the "triad," which became associated with shaken baby syndrome: bleeding on the surface of the brain, bleeding behind the eyes and brain swelling.
The hypothesis was first introduced by British pediatric neurosurgeon Norman Guthkelch in the early 1970s and expanded by prominent pediatric radiologist John Caffey. Caffey theorized that bleeding on the surface of the brain and in the back of the eyes was evidence that the victim had been violently shaken.
By the 1990s, the American Academy of Pediatrics declared shaken baby syndrome "a clearly definable medical condition," citing Guthkelch and Caffey's findings. The group encouraged physicians to immediately report any suspicion of head injury caused by shaking to the authorities.
For years, many doctors presumed the "triad" could only be explained by violent shaking. Since Roberson's arrest in 2002, research has emerged showing diseases, genetic conditions and accidents -- such as pneumonia, birth trauma and a short fall -- can produce the same triad of symptoms.
Even Guthkelch came to doubt the theory he introduced, writing in a 2012 essay that one shouldn't assume that bleeding over the brain and behind the eyes "are caused by trauma, rather than natural causes." He stressed that shaken baby syndrome is a hypothesis, "not proven medical or scientific facts."
"I am doing what I can so long as I have a breath to correct a grossly unjust situation," Guthkelch told The Washington Post in 2015, about a year before his death. "I think they've gone much too far."
Over the years, the reliability of the "shaken baby" diagnoses came under greater scrutiny in court cases. Since 1989, at least 32 people convicted under the shaken baby syndrome hypothesis have been exonerated, according to the National Registry of Exonerations.
In 2002, Roberson was a single father living in rural Palestine, Tex., with his young daughter, who had a history of chronic illness, including ear infections and unexplained "breathing apnea," according to court documents. The week before the girl's death, she was vomiting, coughing and running a fever, prompting Roberson to take her to the pediatrician.
Nikki was prescribed Phenergan, a cough syrup with codeine -- a medication the Food and Drug Administration in 2018 restricted from children because of its potential for causing breathing difficulties and death. Two days before her death, Nikki had registered a fever of 104.5 degrees Fahrenheit.
The morning of Jan. 31, 2002, Roberson heard his daughter cry from falling out of bed, his lawyers said. Later that morning, he found the girl limp and unresponsive before rushing her to the ER.
When hospital staff at the emergency room noticed a lump on Nikki's head, doctors ordered a CT scan that revealed a small bleed on the surface of Nikki's brain -- one of the symptoms of the "triad." According to court records, the CT scan showed Nikki's brain had swollen and shifted to one side, despite no other indications of abuse, such as fractures, abrasions or neck injuries.
Police arrested Roberson the next day, relying "solely" on an affidavit provided by a pediatrician at Children's Medical Center in Dallas, where Nikki had been transferred, according to court records.
Despite claims by Nikki's maternal grandparents that the child was "totally well" when they last saw her the night before she died, court records indicate that Nikki had gone to the doctor more than 45 times in her short life, including back-to-back visits in the three days before she died.

State lawmakers meet with Robert Roberson at a prison in Livingston, Tex., on Sept. 27. (Criminal Justice Reform Caucus/AP)


Roberson's case has drawn an unlikely coalition of supporters across the political aisle, which experts like Denno said is especially notable in a deeply pro-death-penalty state such as Texas.
Hull, the Republican member of the Criminal Justice Reform Caucus, said she gets involved with cases when the defendant has a strong innocence claim, in part because she wants Texans to have faith that prosecutors and judges are getting cases right. Putting Roberson to death, she said, undermines that confidence.
"Executing Robert would be a stain on our criminal justice system in Texas," Hull said. She was among Texas lawmakers who visited Roberson last month to pray with him.
But of Roberson's defenders, few are more passionate than Brian Wharton, the former chief detective of the police department in Palestine, Tex., who helped convict Roberson 21 years ago.
"I will be forever haunted by my participation in his arrest and prosecution," Wharton said during a press briefing last month. "He is an innocent man."
Now a Methodist minister retired from law enforcement, Wharton told Roberson as part of a July video op-ed, "I'm convinced we did the wrong thing."
Since Roberson's conviction in 2003, Wharton now admits that investigators did not consider other possible causes of Nikki's injuries. While Nikki's CT scan did not show evidence she had been beaten, Wharton said he simply accepted the narrative that doctors and the medical examiner put forth.
"So many things have [gone] -- and still are going -- wrong in Robert's case," Wharton said during last month's briefing. "I am firmly convinced Robert is an innocent man. There was no crime that was committed here."
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Immersive replica of Anne Frank's secret annex goes to New York exhibit
A walk-through replica of the rooms where the Jewish teen Anne Frank and others hid from Nazi occupiers will help a new audience to learn about antisemitism.
By Adela Suliman | 2024-10-16

A friendship album with Anne Frank's writing is displayed in Amsterdam earlier this month, ahead of an exhibit in New York. (Peter Dejong/AP)


Anne Frank is known around the world for her deeply personal account of how her family hid in a secret annex in the Netherlands to evade Nazi persecution of Jews during World War II.
Now, a full-scale replica of the room that hid the teenage Jewish diarist for about two years before she and her family were discovered in 1944 and sent to a concentration camp will be shipped to New York -- to help a new audience across the Atlantic learn more about Frank and life under Nazi occupation.
"The story of Anne has always been about more than just the past -- it's a call to action," Ronald Leopold, executive director of the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam, told The Washington Post.
He said fewer survivors of the Holocaust coupled with a "deep rise in antisemitism and group hatred" means "we feel our responsibility has never been greater and this exhibition is in part a response to that."
Starting on Jan. 27 -- International Holocaust Remembrance Day -- visitors to the exhibit at the Center for Jewish History in Manhattan "will be able to immerse themselves in the context that shaped Anne's life," organizers said in a statement. A partnership between the Anne Frank House museum in the Netherlands, the New York exhibit will run through April.
The annex where Anne wrote her diary -- that went on to be published by her father, Otto Frank, in 1947 and became one of the most translated books in the world -- will be "furnished as it would have been when Anne and her family were forced into hiding," the organizers said in a statement.
The exhibition has been "designed for audiences who may not have the opportunity to visit the Netherlands," they added, and aims to teach new audiences about Anne "not as a victim but through the multifaceted lens of her life -- as a girl, a writer, and a symbol of resilience and strength."
Sharing Anne's story was a "key mission" of her father who survived her, Leopold said. "It was always very important for him to stress the contemporary relevance of the diary ... and that's also the responsibility we feel right now."
Jewish groups around the world have sounded the alarm about rising antisemitism in the wake of the Oct. 7 attacks by Hamas militants on Israel. The FBI said in September that anti-Jewish hate crimes in 2023 reached their highest number since data collection began three decades ago, and made up 68 percent of all religion-based hate crimes, even as less than 3 percent of the U.S. population identifies as Jewish.
The New York exhibit will also feature more than a hundred artifacts from the Anne Frank House, including some never before publicly displayed, among them her first photo album, games and typed invitations to friends -- but her fragile diary will remain in Amsterdam, Leopold added.
The "meticulous, full-scale replica of the annex," took a team of over 100 people months to re-create, Leopold said, with work still ongoing.

Wallpaper is prepared in the village of Erp, in the southern Netherlands, on Oct. 10 for a replica of the secret annex that will travel to New York for an exhibit. (Aleksandar Furtula/AP)


Anne was born in Frankfurt in 1929. In the face of rising antisemitism in Germany, her parents Otto and Edith Frank moved the family to the Netherlands. There, she attended school, made friends and learned the language, according to the Anne Frank House museum biography.
In 1940, the Nazis invaded the Netherlands, later introducing laws that discriminated against Jews, who were banned from parks, cinemas, or non-Jewish shops and forced them to wear an identifying Star of David on their clothes, the museum said.
Anne went into hiding in 1942 in the secret annex at her father's work premises by the canal on Prinsengracht 263 for two years along with her parents, elder sister Margot and their four Jewish friends.
On her 13th birthday, just before they went into hiding, Anne was gifted a diary where she later documented her feelings, relations in the annex, as well as penning short stories and copying out passages from books she had read, the museum said.

Anne Frank's diary, a red checkered notebook, the cornerstone of the Amsterdam museum's collection, will not be part of the New York exhibit. (Peter Dejong/AP)


Anne later began rewriting her diary into a comprehensive narrative but was discovered before completing it in 1944. Those living in the secret annex were transported to the Auschwitz, a Nazi death camp in occupied Poland.
Anne and her sister were subsequently taken to Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in northern Germany, leaving her parents in Auschwitz. The siblings contracted typhus there and both died in 1945. Anne was 15. She was one of the 1.5 million Jewish children who were murdered at the hands of Nazi officials and their collaborators, organizers said.
Only Anne's father Otto survived the war and later collated and published Anne's diary in 1947 after their friends managed to salvage the pages from the annex.
Anne's hiding place became a museum in 1960 -- the Anne Frank House -- and her father remained involved with the museum until his death in 1980, it said.
The key difference between the New York and Amsterdam rooms will be that the former will be furnished to appear as it was when inhabited by Anne, while the original remains largely empty.
Most of the visitors to the Amsterdam museum are from the United States, Leopold said, so "we were quite confident that it would be the first country it would travel to." He did not rule out later moving the exhibition to other parts of the country. Otto Frank had links to New York, he added, and like many other European Jewish families the Franks had tried to flee to the United States to avoid persecution -- "attempts to no avail," he noted.

The original Anne Frank annex in Amsterdam. (Ann Frank House/Cris Toala Olivares) 


Anne's diary, "serves as witness-testimony to the assault on Jews by the Nazis and their accomplices -- which resulted in the murder of roughly three-quarters of Jews in the Netherlands," Michael Berkowitz, professor of modern Jewish history at University College London, said.
"The fact that a thoughtful replica is being exhibited in New York ... is to be welcomed," he added. "It surely will be a means to enhance public understanding of the long, complex history of European Jewry and the indisputable reality of the Holocaust, the destruction of 6 million Jews."
"Anne Frank's story has moved people everywhere to confront the horrors of the Holocaust," added Stuart Taberner, a professor at the University of Leeds, leading the Cambridge History of Holocaust Literature project.
"As memories fade, it remains an important impetus to remember Jewish victims and to address the persistence of antisemitism, racism, and persecution of minorities," he added. The annex replica in New York will bring Anne's story to new audiences but also highlight "where antisemitism and prejudice more generally can lead," he said.
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Live updates: Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar, architect of the Oct. 7 attacks, killed in Gaza, Israeli officials confirm
Yahya Sinwar's body was identified after DNA testing in Israel, two Israeli officials said.
By Bryan Pietsch, Steve Hendrix, Frances Vinall, Niha Masih, Leo Sands, Annabelle Timsit, Cate Brown, Sammy Westfall, Adela Suliman, Claire Parker, Loveday Morris, Souad Mekhennet, Lior Soroka, Mikhail Klimentov, Michael Birnbaum, Hazem  Balousha, Susannah George, Meg Kelly, John Hudson, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Missy Ryan, Rachel Pannett, Vivian Ho, Miriam Berger, Dan Lamothe | 2024-10-17
Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar, the architect of the Oct. 7, 2023, attacks on Israel, was killed by the Israeli military in Gaza after eluding its forces for more than a year. His body was identified after DNA testing in Israel, said two Israeli officials speaking on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly. Separately, a comparison with dental records also confirmed that the body is Sinwar's, Israeli security officials told The Washington Post, also on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter. Hamas did not immediately confirm his death.
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Who are Hamas's top leaders? What to know after death of Yahya Sinwar.
Sinwar, Hamas's leader in Gaza and the mastermind of the Oct. 7 attack on Israel, has been killed.
By Bryan Pietsch, Cate Brown, Sammy Westfall, Adela Suliman, Niha Masih | 2024-10-17

hamasleaders topper (Illustration by Emily Sabens/The Washington Post; Mahmud Hams/AFP/Getty Images; Hassan Ammar/AP; Amr Nabil/AP; iStock)


Israel on Thursday confirmed it killed Yahya Sinwar, the head of Hamas's political bureau, during an operation in the Gaza Strip. Sinwar was promoted to the role after his predecessor, Ismail Haniyeh, was assassinated in Iran in July.
Sinwar was previously the head of the group's operations in Gaza and was the architect of the Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Israel.
Israeli forces see the targeting of Hamas leaders as key to eliminating the group, even as experts warn that there is no single figurehead whose death would serve as a knockout blow to the movement.
The group lost two key leaders in the summer. Haniyeh -- seen as a more moderate face of the movement -- was killed in Iran on July 31. Hamas and Iran blame Israel for his killing.
Days later, Israel confirmed it had killed Hamas military commander Mohammed Deif in an operation in July.
Here are some of Hamas's key figures -- many of whom have been killed.

Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar watches as Hamas supporters take part in an anti-Israel rally over tension at Jerusalem's al-Aqsa Mosque, in Gaza City in October 2022. (Mohammed Salem/Reuters)


Yahya Sinwar, who was the leader of Hamas's political bureau, is known by Israelis as the "Butcher of Khan Younis," his hometown in southern Gaza.
Sinwar spent two decades in an Israeli prison for orchestrating the kidnapping and murder of two Israeli soldiers. He spoke fluent Hebrew and was thought to have a deep understanding of Israel. He was released from prison in 2011 as part of a large prisoner swap that involved the release of Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit.
Sinwar replaced Haniyeh as the head of Hamas in Gaza in 2017 and was known for helping establish the group's military wing. He previously undertook counterintelligence work for Hamas, targeting spies and informants within the group.
He is believed to be one of the few Hamas leaders who planned the Oct. 7 attack on Israel, and was thought to be hiding in or around Khan Younis in tunnels, said Jonathan Lord, a senior fellow and director of the Middle East security program at the Center for a New American Security, a Washington think tank.
The scale of Oct. 7 can be attributed to Sinwar's methodical approach to creating the plan and communicating about it in a "very analog way," Lord said. Sinwar, he added, kept discussions off devices that could be tapped by Israeli intelligence and kept the circle of those who knew about the attack "very small."

Berlin bureau chief Loveday Morris talks about Yahya Sinwar, the Hamas leader who spent 22 years in Israeli jails and later led its internal police force.



Ismail Haniyeh, the head of Hamas's political operations, flashes a victory sign after his meeting with Lebanese Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri, in Beirut in June 2021. (Hassan Ammar/AP)


Haniyeh was the head of Hamas's political operations and conducted much of his work from the Qatari capital of Doha. His role, according to analysts, was to be the public face of Hamas, spread the group's political rhetoric and raise money to fund its operations. He had been under U.S. economic sanctions since 2018.
Haniyeh was involved in the cease-fire negotiations with Israel through Qatari and Egyptian mediators, although the two sides struggled to reach an agreement.
Several of Haniyeh's close family members, including three of his sons, at least two of his grandchildren, and his sister and her family, were killed by Israeli airstrikes in recent months.

Ismail Haniyeh, the head of Hamas's political wing, has been killed in Iran, Hamas announced July 31, describing the death as an assassination.


With the political and military leaders of Hamas kept separate -- geographically and organizationally -- it is unclear to what extent political leaders such as Haniyeh knew about the Oct. 7 attack.
Hamas took power in Gaza in 2007, following an election to determine who would preside over the enclave after Israel pulled out of the Gaza Strip in 2005. No elections have been held since 2006. Haniyeh was chosen by members of the group to be president of its political bureau in 2017.
Hamas said Haniyeh was killed on July 31 as he visited Tehran for the inauguration of its new president, and that he was killed by a missile that targeted him in the state guesthouse where he was staying.
Mohammed Diab Ibrahim al-Masri (better known as Mohammed Deif), a shadowy figure who rarely spoke or appeared in public, had led the al-Qassam Brigades for more than two decades. Israel targeted Deif in an operation July 13 in the Mawasi area of southern Gaza. At least 90 people were killed in the operation, according to the Gaza Health Ministry.
"We can now confirm: Mohammed Deif was eliminated," the Israel Defense Forces wrote on X on Aug. 1. It said his death was confirmed "after an intelligence assessment."
Not much is known about Deif. He was born in Khan Younis in 1965 and became a founding member of the al-Qassam Brigades in 1991, rising through the ranks to eventually lead the organization after its chief commander was killed in 2002.
Deif had survived multiple attempts on his life over the years. Israel has said he was one of the "masterminds" of the Oct. 7 attacks, without providing details about his role.
"He's a legend," a member of a Hamas security detail told The Washington Post of Deif in 2014. Imad Falouji, a former senior Hamas leader, also told The Post then that Deif kept a low profile, moving around with "different passports and different identities."
Marwan Issa, deputy commander of Hamas's military wing and a right-hand man to Deif, was killed in an Israeli strike in central Gaza in March, the White House confirmed.
"Hamas's number three, Marwan Issa, was killed in an Israeli operation," U.S. national security adviser Jake Sullivan said at the time. "The rest of the top leaders are in hiding, likely deep in the Hamas tunnel network. And justice will come for them, too. We are helping to ensure that."
Issa was believed to have run many of Hamas's day-to-day operations, said Daniel Byman, a senior fellow at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. With Deif spending much of his life incognito, Issa helped run logistical operations for the al-Qassam Brigades. Israel considered Issa a very significant threat, Byman added.
Muhammad Sinwar is the right-hand man to his brother, Yahya Sinwar. The IDF said in early November that it had raided Muhammad's office, where it said it found "military doctrine documents." In December, the IDF also released what it said was video of Muhammad in a car inside a Gaza tunnel.

Khaled Mashal, then the leader of Hamas, grieves for his mother during her funeral in Amman, Jordan, in September 2016. Mashal, who survived an assassination attempt in Amman in 1997 allegedly authorized by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, was permitted for humanitarian reasons to visit Jordan for three days for the funeral. (Jordan Pix/Getty Images)


Once the leader of Hamas, Khaled Meshal is now in charge of the group's diaspora office, cultivating support for Hamas abroad, including among Palestinian refugees in Jordan and Lebanon.
After the Oct. 7 attack and the start of Israel's war in Gaza, Meshal called for protests in Muslim nations, saying in a recorded statement, "This is a moment of truth and the borders are close to you; you all know your responsibility."
Meshal survived an Israeli assassination attempt in 1997. The attempted killing, in the Jordanian capital of Amman, threw Jordan's relations with Israel into disarray. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who was also prime minister in 1997, ordered the poisoning, U.S. and Israeli officials said at the time. Meshal survived after officials from the United States and Jordan demanded that Israel give him the antidote.
He has said the assassination attempt was a pivotal moment in his life, calling it his second birth.

Senior Fatah official Jibril Rajoub, in the West Bank city of Ramallah, attends a video conference meeting with deputy Hamas chief Saleh Arouri, on screen from Beirut, in July 2020. (Abbas Momani/AFP/Getty Images)


Saleh Arouri, who was second-in-command of Hamas's political wing, was killed in a Beirut suburb on Jan. 2. Hezbollah, the Iranian-aligned militant and political group in Lebanon that has engaged in skirmishes with Israel, said Arouri was killed by a drone armed with three rockets. Hezbollah said Israel was to blame for the attack, but Israel has not claimed responsibility for the killing.
Arouri had been imprisoned in Israel on multiple occasions and was a founder of the al-Qassam Brigades. Israel accused him in 2014 of planning the kidnapping and killing of three Israeli teenagers, triggering an Israeli response in Gaza that killed more than 2,000 Palestinians.
Arouri's death in Beirut sent a signal to Hamas leaders outside Gaza that they were not immune to the risk of assassination.
Miriam Berger, Loveday Morris, Andrew Jeong, Victoria Bisset, Sarah Dadouch, Steve Hendrix, Claire Parker, Adam Taylor and Sudarsan Raghavan contributed to this report.
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Who was Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar? From enforcer to architect of Oct. 7.
Interrogation transcripts and accounts from Israeli security officials and fellow prisoners point to an uncompromising strategist with a penchant for killing.
By Loveday Morris, Hazem  Balousha | 2024-10-17

Hamas chief Yahya Sinwar waves to supporters as he arrives to attend a rally marking al-Quds (Jerusalem) Day on April 14, 2023, a commemoration in support of the Palestinian people, in Gaza City. (Mohammed Abed/AFP/Getty Images)


JERUSALEM -- From across the interrogation table in an Israeli jail, Yahya Sinwar coldly recounted gruesome details of his murders.
The year was 1989. The future Hamas leader, then the group's internal enforcer, would be convicted of killing four fellow Palestinians.
He described making a Hamas member call his brother -- a suspected collaborator -- to arrange a meeting, recalled Michael Koubi, who spent more than 150 hours questioning him for Shin Bet, Israel's domestic intelligence agency. Sinwar made the fighter bury his brother alive.
He showed "no emotion at all," Koubi said. "I saw a man that was very clever ... and he really believed in everything he did."

Berlin bureau chief Loveday Morris talks about Yahya Sinwar, the Hamas leader who spent 22 years in Israeli jails and later led its internal police force.


The details of Sinwar's ruthless tactics as a young man when he headed the Majd, Hamas's internal security force, shed light on the leader he would become -- dedicated to the destruction of Israel and accused of engineering the Oct. 7, 2023, attack on the country's south, where militants killed 1,200 people and abducted about 250 others.
Sinwar was killed by the Israeli military in Gaza after eluding their forces for more than a year, two Israeli officials confirmed Thursday, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter, after his body was taken to Israel for dental and DNA tests. He had been at the top of Israel's hit list in Gaza and was thought to be hiding in its vast underground tunnel network.
Interrogation transcripts and the accounts of Israeli security officials, fellow prisoners and others who have met him point to an uncompromising strategist with a penchant for close-quarters killing, shaped by a harsh upbringing in a Palestinian refugee camp and decades in Israeli detention. He spent his 22 years in jail closely studying his enemy, poring over books on Israeli politics and learning fluent Hebrew.
To understand Sinwar, one must first understand where he came from, said Esmat Mansour, his former prison mate.
"He said his family lived in tragedy," Mansour recalled. "He said these memories wouldn't leave him."
Sinwar was born in Gaza's Khan Younis refugee camp in 1962. His family was forced out of the Palestinian town of Madjal in the wake of Israel's 1948 war for independence, a period known to Arabs as the Nakba, or "catastrophe," when hundreds of thousands of Palestinians were displaced.
After Madjal was emptied of its Palestinian population -- the last residents were deported in 1950 -- Israel renamed the city Ashkelon. Sinwar would later spend time in jail there.

Palestinian refugees walks along a road from Jerusalem to Lebanon, carrying their belongings with them on Nov. 9, 1948. (Jim Pringle/AP)


By the time he was born, the refugee tents among the sand dunes at Khan Younis had been replaced by small cinder-block houses, but conditions were still dire.
Sinwar talked about the lack of sanitation and the struggle to live on United Nations handouts, said Mansour.
"He'd always go back to these stories when he'd tell us to struggle against the occupation," Mansour said. Sinwar fiercely opposed the 1993 Oslo accords, the U.S.-brokered agreement that outlined a two-state solution to the conflict.
"He was a radical," Mansour said. "He wanted to fight back."
He was first arrested by Israel in 1982 as a university student at the Islamic University in Gaza, where he was a founding member of Hamas's student movement, said Ibrahim al-Madhoun, a Hamas-affiliated columnist. He described Sinwar as "unwavering in his decisions, even if they are harsh."
Sinwar was active during the first intifada, or uprising against Israel, which began in Gaza in 1987. He became close to Hamas's founder, Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, praying at the same mosque with him in Gaza City.
He was detained again in 1988 after being injured when an improvised explosive device he was making went off, said Koubi, the Israeli interrogator. It was only in jail that his role in the killing of Gazans suspected of collaborating with Israel emerged.
"The first day, he was very tough; he didn't want to say anything," Koubi said. He said Sinwar eventually confessed to 12 killings but was convicted on only four counts.
While Israel is notorious for its harsh interrogation techniques, Koubi said Sinwar was not physically abused. It was not possible to verify his claims.
In a 10-page transcript from his interrogation held at Israel's Supreme Court and later published by Israeli media, Sinwar described strangling victims. Koubi said he also liked to use a machete; some Gazans nicknamed him the "Butcher of Khan Younis."
He described killing one suspected collaborator in an open grave in the local cemetery. "I tied his eyes with a rag so he couldn't see, put him in a large grave I saw, and suffocated him with a rag," the transcript reads, according to excerpts published by Israel Hayom. "After strangling him, I wrapped him in a white cloth and closed the grave."
Koubi said he was not surprised by the brutality of the Oct. 7 attack: "He has very deep hate."
Sinwar quickly rose through the ranks of Hamas after being released from jail in 2011 along with 1,026 other Palestinian prisoners in exchange for kidnapped Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit. But it was in prison that he built his influence.
"He didn't come from nowhere," said Mkhaimar  Abusada, a professor in politics at Gaza's al-Azhar University.

Freed Palestinian Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar greets supporters following his release from an Israeli jail in Khan Younis, Gaza, on Oct. 19, 2011. (Said Khatib/AFP/Getty Images)


At first he held little clout in the Israeli penal system, where prisoners are divided into various Palestinian factions. But even on the inside, he continued to hunt for collaborators with Israel, Mansour and Koubi said.
As Hamas grew more prominent on the Palestinian political scene, Sinwar's star began to rise.
Around the time of the second intifada, he was elected Hamas's leader in the prison, where he led strikes in an effort to improve conditions for inmates.
In June 2006, Sinwar's younger brother, Muhammad Sinwar, was suspected of playing a key role in the cross-border raid that led to Shalit's capture.
"When Hamas got stronger, and they kidnapped Shalit, he became the one-man show," Mansour said.
He was no longer interested in meeting with prison authorities, Mansour said, instead holding court with Israeli intelligence and other officials seeking Shalit's release.
When Sinwar was released, he addressed cheering crowds in Gaza City, calling on Hamas to free those remaining in Israeli jails. "This must turn immediately into a practical plan," he said. He remains deeply invested in the plight of Palestinian prisoners, according to those who know him, which likely helped drive the mass kidnappings of Israelis on Oct. 7.
In public interviews before the attack -- including one with an Israeli newspaper in 2018 -- he said he was not seeking confrontation. "I don't want any more wars," he told Yedioth Ahronoth, an Israeli newspaper. But other comments were more extreme, said  Abusada, the university professor, pointing to a call by Sinwar last year for Palestinians to carry out lone-wolf attacks with cleavers, axes and knives.

Sinwar speaks at a rally marking the 35th anniversary of the movement's founding in Gaza City in December 2022. (Ibraheem Abu Mustafa/Reuters)


By joining the political wing of Hamas, he effectively blurred the distinction between the group's fighters and officials, said Shlomi Eldar, an Israeli journalist who wrote a 2012 book on Hamas and interviewed some of its most senior officials.
"He changed the movement," Eldar said. None of the group's other leaders would have orchestrated an attack on the scale of Oct. 7, fearing the backlash, he said. But Sinwar was different: "The only explanation I can give is that it's his personality."
In his gamble, others suspect he was trying to position himself as the leader of the Palestinian cause, a role he had long sought. "I felt like he was saying, 'I am Yasser Arafat 2,'" said one Palestinian official who met Sinwar several times.
"No one can deny that he recorded his name in history on the one hand and changed the static situation that Israel adopted to deal with the Palestinians," the official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive meetings.
Israel has called Sinwar a "dead man walking," saying it was only a matter of time before its forces caught up with him. On Thursday, the Israel Defense Forces brought a body to Israel for DNA analysis -- an indication that its forces may have finally done just that.
Balousha reported from Amman, Jordan. Bryan Pietsch in Washington contributed to this report.
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Zelensky brings Victory Plan to Brussels, but NATO invite seems out of reach
The Ukrainian president pitched his plan for ending the war with Russia, but many European and NATO leaders approached it with caution.
By Ellen Francis | 2024-10-17

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky presented his "victory plan" to the European Union on Oct. 17, and pushed for an unconditional invitation to join NATO.


BRUSSELS -- Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky tried to drum up more support for his Victory Plan in Brussels on Thursday, but a key part of it, an invitation to join the Western military NATO alliance, appears elusive.
Zelensky has presented the plan in his parliament, describing the first step as an immediate and unconditional invitation to join NATO, a suggestion sure to incense the Kremlin. But NATO officials said they did not expect an invitation to Ukraine anytime soon, especially with the United States absorbed by the last weeks of the presidential race and many European leaders watching to see how the imminent election could change the transatlantic relationship.
Zelensky has visited the United States and toured European capitals in recent weeks to seek their backing, but the visits have drawn limited public comments of support and made little apparent progress.
"It is important for us that we are strengthened, and the first step should be an invitation," Zelensky said Thursday after presenting his plan to leaders at a European Union summit in Brussels. While actual accession "might come after the war," he acknowledged, the sooner it starts, the better the chances for a "just peace."
The Ukrainian president said he discussed the NATO issue with President Joe Biden, Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and Republican nominee Donald Trump on his recent U.S. trip. But he noted some U.S. fears that the NATO question "has the potential of dragging the United States into the war."
"So there are certain red lines, even in inviting Ukraine to NATO, but in my view this is not so," he said, adding that if you're "mentioning it in words that Ukraine is very important for European security ... then words and actions should go together."
He said Trump "agreed with my arguments" when the two spoke about a NATO invite, without elaborating on the former U.S. president's views.
Zelensky will stop next at NATO on Thursday to meet with Secretary General Mark Rutte at the alliance's headquarters, where his defense minister is also pushing the plan.
The Ukrainian leader's flurry of visits has succeeded in putting the question of a NATO invitation high on the agenda, but Kyiv's biggest Western backers have so far approached it with caution.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, with other leaders during the European Council summit in Brussels on Thursday. (Olivier Hoslet/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


"We are not at the point right now where the alliance is talking about issuing an invitation in the short term," U.S. Ambassador to NATO Julianne Smith told reporters on Wednesday. "But as always, we will continue conversations with our friends in Ukraine to talk to them about ways in which they can continue to move closer to this alliance."
In response to questions on whether he supports the victory plan, Rutte did not exactly say yes. He said Wednesday he was confident Ukraine would one day join the alliance and that he would "applaud when that day comes." That "doesn't mean that I here can say I support the whole plan," he added. "That would be a bit difficult because there are many issues of course we have to understand better."
Zelensky's push is happening against a backdrop of not just the U.S. election but also a tense battlefield situation and a difficult winter after Russian strikes on Ukrainian energy infrastructure.
"Right now, there's discussions here and there, in NATO, in the 32 countries, in Ukraine, but I don't see a change" in the positions of major countries, including the United States, said a NATO diplomat, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive issue.
"Some decisions will not be taken on day one of a new U.S. administration, but things might take a while until new positions are defined," the diplomat said. "Zelensky might feel that now there's a momentum."
Joining NATO would give Ukraine security guarantees from the alliance in the case of future attacks. Even with an invitation, however, Ukraine could still be a long way from actually joining the alliance, with drawn-out accession talks expected.
NATO leaders agreed at their July summit in Washington to support Ukraine "on its irreversible path to full Euro-Atlantic integration, including NATO membership," but even that wording took weeks of intense negotiation.
Baltic nations, staunch allies of Ukraine gripped by their own fears of becoming future targets for Russia, voiced strong support for a NATO invitation to Ukraine. Lithuanian Defense Minister Laurynas Kasciunas said it should happen now. He told reporters Thursday that an invite to Ukraine would be "a real irreversibility, a point of no return."
Ukrainian officials are placing their hopes on the last stretch of Biden's presidency, after the November election but before a new president takes office in January, hoping Biden might be focused more on his legacy and less on U.S. politics.
A senior NATO official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to comment on sensitive discussions, said there appeared to be more impetus around the idea of extending an invitation to NATO. But while Kyiv was hoping for a decision soon, it was unlikely because "there's a lot of ifs and buts," he said, and some countries remained unconvinced.
He said he would not expect Ukraine's accession -- and the security guarantees enshrined in NATO's mutual defense clause that come with it -- before the conflict ends "and whatever line of demarcation we have then is stabilized. It won't happen before."
Russian forces have made steady advances in the east, seeking to turn the battlefield momentum against Ukraine ahead of the winter, including taking the town of Vuhledar that Ukrainian forces fought to defend for two years. And the outcome of Ukraine's gamble to attack Russia's Kursk region in the summer remains unclear as Russian forces are counterattacking.
This has fueled worries that Russia's tactical advances in Ukraine would continue and "add up," a second NATO official said. "Optimistic is not a word I would use to describe the situation right now," the official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to give an assessment of the battlefield. "We know how difficult fighting conditions are in the wintertime."
The official said the Kursk attack pushed Russia to slowly divert some additional forces to "start to retake that" and appeared to have a "morale impact" but said that it was not generating the impact Kyiv may have hoped for.
Siobhan O'Grady and Anastacia Galouchka in Kyiv and Beatriz Rios in Brussels contributed to this report.
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China's coast guard joins military drills, raising risk of escalation
The world's largest maritime law enforcement agency played an unprecedented role in Chinese military drills around Taiwan, simulating a blockade of the island.
By Katrina Northrop, Vic Chiang | 2024-10-17

A China Coast Guard vessel conducts patrol operations in Hainan Province, China on Monday. (Wang Jian/VCG/Getty Images)


TAIPEI, Taiwan -- China's coast guard, the world's largest maritime law enforcement agency, played an unprecedented role in this week's military drills around Taiwan, participating in a simulated blockade of the island and raising the chance of escalation as Beijing muddies the waters with "gray zone" tactics.
The drills, which came just days after Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te rebuked Beijing's claims of sovereignty over Taiwan, included a record-breaking 153 jets buzzing around the island from Monday to Tuesday morning, according to the Defense Ministry in Taipei.
Also for the first time, China's coast guard fully encircled Taiwan, with the ministry counting 17 of the service's ships around Taiwan and its outlying islands during the same period. The Chinese coast guard also deployed a new type of huge vessel not previously used in drills around Taiwan and navigated to waters surrounding Taiwan's Matsu islands where it had not ventured in the past.
While coast guards are widely seen as law enforcement agencies, not as arms of the military, the drills illustrate the Chinese coast guard's unusually aggressive behavior. They also reveal its increasing role in Beijing's attempts to assert control over waters like the South China Sea and those around Taiwan.
"The amount of coast guard integration into this exercise is remarkable because it's something we haven't seen to this level before," said Ray Powell, director of SeaLight, a maritime transparency project at Stanford University. "China's coast guard has become central to China's strategy of asserting its sovereignty in the places that it wants the other countries to know that it is sovereign."
Taiwan's Defense Ministry expressed "strong condemnation" of the drills, which are now common around sensitive political events in the island democracy of 23 million people.
Taiwan is not the only area where China's coast guard has flexed its power this week. On Thursday, the agency announced it drove away a Japanese fishing boat that "illegally entered" waters near the tiny but disputed Diaoyu/Senkaku islands, which both Beijing and Tokyo claim.
Tokyo, which rejects Beijing's claim over the islands, did not comment on the incident Thursday.
After encircling Taiwan and mimicking a blockade that could cut off the island from the outside world, China's coast guard published a map on social media of its boats around Taiwan in the shape of a heart, likening the surrounding vessels to an illustration of China's love for its neighbor.
This week also marked the first time Chinese coast guard ships entered the prohibited waters around Matsu, an archipelago of outlying Taiwanese islands, in a military drill, according to a Taiwanese coast guard official speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive cross-strait topics.
The Chinese coast guard sent its largest ship, called the 2901, during drills around Taiwan, the official said. The 2901 weighs 10,000 tons and can sail as fast as 25 knots, according to Chinese state media.
The Taiwanese coast guard ships are much smaller and "cannot compare to the big monster," said Lin Ying-yu, an expert on the Chinese military at Taiwan's Tamkang University.
China's use of the coast guard around Taiwan fits into a broader category of "gray zone" tactics, meant to menace while stopping short of provoking an outright conflict.
"The coast guard essentially gives China a degree of ambiguity as it uses military coercion against Taiwan in what's known as the gray zone, below the threshold of the use of force," said Drew Thompson, an expert on the Chinese military at the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies in Singapore and a former Pentagon official.
It also muddies the response because China can categorize coast guard activities as law enforcement, rather than military action. In fact, a spokesperson for China's coast guard described its activities this week as "law enforcement inspections," according to a statement.
If Taiwan responds to aggression from the Chinese coast guard with its navy, according to Thompson, China has the pretext to bring in its own naval forces while accusing Taiwan of escalating the situation.

Taiwanese Navy vessels off Keelung City on the island's north on Monday. (Ritchie B Tongo/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


"It's a way of complicating not just Taiwan's response but the international community's response," Thompson said. "By characterizing these vessels as law enforcement vessels rather than navy vessels, it's essentially claiming that this is a civil, nonmilitary action, and that makes it difficult to respond with military force."
Other examples of gray-zone tactics China could employ include the use of cyberattacks against Taiwanese critical infrastructure as well as economic punishments like banning certain Taiwanese imports.
Lai, in a speech last month, specifically decried this strategy. "Through its use of gray-zone tactics such as economic coercion and cognitive warfare, China poses serious threats to global peace and stability," Lai said. "China doesn't just want to change the status quo in the Taiwan Strait. It intends to change the rules-based international order and achieve international hegemony."
China's coast guard has expanded and militarized over the past decade.
It was established in 2013 under the State Oceanic Administration, the government authority previously responsible for regulating China's coastal areas. Five years later, it was moved under the People's Armed Police, a paramilitary organization overseen by the most powerful military body in China, the Central Military Commission.
Today, the Chinese coast guard has 150 large vessels -- including 20 transferred from China's navy -- some of which are equipped with helicopter facilities, water cannons and guns, according to a 2023 Pentagon report. In addition, it is estimated to have more than 50 medium and 300 small ships.
The coast guard's legal powers are also growing. In 2021, Beijing passed the Coast Guard Law, which expanded the maritime force's ability to respond, including with weapons, to foreign ships in areas China deems to be under its jurisdiction. This spring, additional regulations were passed to allow the coast guard to board and detain ships it determines have illegally entered Chinese waters.
If the coast guard boards a Taiwanese ship as the regulations allow, said Bonnie Glaser, an expert on Taiwan at the German Marshall Fund in D.C., "it could result in a confrontation and possibly exchange of fire that would significantly escalate cross-strait tensions."

A Chinese coast guard ship seen from a Philippine coast guard vessel near the disputed Sabina Shoal on Aug. 26. (Jam Sta Rosa/AFP/Getty Images)


The South China Sea and East China Sea have become flash points for clashes between the Chinese coast guard and countries like the Philippines.
In June, the Chinese coast guard forcibly boarded Philippine navy ships in the most serious, recent confrontation in the South China Sea, while the Japanese government complained to Beijing after four Chinese coast guard vessels entered territory that Japan considers its own. In August, coast guard ships from China and the Philippines collided near the Sabina Shoal, a disputed area in the Spratly Islands.
China's coast guard has also started venturing further afield. It recently entered Arctic waters for the first time in a joint exercise with Russia, according to a post on the Chinese agency's official social media account early this month.
Taiwan is attempting to modernize its own coast guard, but experts say more resources and attention are needed.
With a budget of nearly $800 million in 2024 -- down 3 percent from 2023 -- Taiwan's coast guard has 164 vessels as of August last year. But many of those ships have been in commission for two or three decades and need upgrades, according to data from Taiwan's Ocean Affairs Council.
Tamkang University's Lin said a bigger coast guard budget is necessary, as well as more cooperation with maritime forces from other countries, like the United States and Japan. In 2021, Washington and Taiwan agreed to establish a coast guard working group to improve communication between the countries' maritime agencies. This summer, Taiwan and Japan held joint coast guard drills off Japan's eastern coast.
The most important preparation for engagement with the Chinese coast guard, however, may be a mental one.
"It's important for other countries not to delude themselves that the Chinese coast guard is anything other than a branch of the PLA," Thompson said, referring to China's People's Liberation Army. "The most important thing is recognizing them for what they are."
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Israeli attacks on aid convoys in Gaza persist, U.N. says
The Biden administration warned Israel this week that Washington could suspend military assistance if humanitarian aid flows in Gaza are not increased within a month.
By Louisa Loveluck | 2024-10-17

A U.N. car near a school run by the United Nations housing displaced people in Nuseirat, in the central Gaza Strip, on June 6. Israeli bombardment of the location killed more than 30 people, including women and children, according to local health officials. (Saeed Jaras/Middle East Images/AFP.Getty Images)


Israeli troops have opened fire on U.N. aid convoys to northern Gaza at least four times in three months, according to U.N. and other humanitarian officials, damaging the vehicles and narrowly missing staff members inside. On Sept. 9, the officials said, the Israeli army held a convoy involved in the United Nations' polio response at gunpoint for 71/2 hours, claiming that several people in the vehicles were wanted men. They were questioned and eventually allowed to proceed.
"They basically surrounded our vehicles, pointing assault rifles at our cars, and they were shouting that we're terrorists," said one U.N. staffer who, like others interviewed for this article, spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the issue.
U.N. officials describe the Sept. 9 incident as emblematic of an environment of mistrust, in which Israeli soldiers, many of them reservists, command significant power at the checkpoints that humanitarian workers must cross to enter northern Gaza and face few consequences for their actions.
The Biden administration intensified pressure on Israel this week to improve the dire humanitarian conditions in the Gaza Strip, as officials in Washington warned of punitive measures, potentially including a suspension of military aid, if aid flows are not increased within a month.
The Israeli army said in a statement to The Washington Post about the convoys that it makes "significant efforts" to facilitate the passage of aid through Gaza and that all units include civil affairs officers "specifically trained to cope with and manage issues related to the civilian population at the command, division, brigade and battalion levels."
The Post provided the Israeli military with a detailed list of incidents in which troops are alleged to have opened fire, but it received no further response.
"Our colleagues risk their lives to save others and too often come under fire. Throughout this conflict, we have demanded respect for international humanitarian and human rights law. There must be accountability," said Jonathan Whittall, acting head of the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in the Palestinian territories. "In no other context would we accept to operate in such conditions, but in Gaza, people cannot leave the war zone and seek assistance elsewhere."

The Gaza City headquarters of the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees, or UNRWA, on Feb. 15. The building was severely damaged in battles between Israel and Hamas. (-/AFP/Getty Images)


A year into Israel's military operations in Gaza, the besieged enclave has become the most dangerous place in the world for relief workers, according to aid groups. The United Nations says that more than 280 staffers have been killed in Israeli attacks on aid depots and convoys and on residential homes. Some humanitarian workers have been killed or wounded with U.S. weapons, aid groups say.
Israel and the United Nations have long been at loggerheads, but the tensions have soared in the year since the devastating cross-border Hamas-led attack on southern Israel, which killed about 1,200 people and sparked the war in Gaza.
Israeli officials have alleged that the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees, or UNRWA, is an instrument of Hamas, claiming at different times that dozens or thousands of employees are associated with the militant group. The agency said in August that it had fired nine employees after an investigation into the Israeli claims but said that a broader Israeli disinformation campaign to defame UNWRA, which employs 13,000 people in Gaza, was endangering its staff. 
Israel's foreign minister said this month that he was barring U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres from entering the country because he had not "unequivocally" condemned an Iranian missile attack on Israel amid an escalation in fighting between Israel and Hezbollah, an Iranian proxy in Lebanon. U.N. spokesperson Stephane Dujarric described the announcement as "one more attack on the United Nations staff that we've seen from the government of Israel."
One of the few times the Biden administration clashed openly with Israel came after its forces killed seven employees of the nonprofit World Central Kitchen, six of whom were foreign nationals, as they traveled along an agreed-upon route in central Gaza. Although most of the aid workers killed during this conflict have been Palestinian, the deaths of foreign staffers has drawn the most international scrutiny. U.S. officials said President Joe Biden was "shaken" by the strike on the World Central Kitchen, whose president, Jose Andres, he calls a "friend."
"This week's horrific attack on the World Central Kitchen was not the first such incident. It must be the last," Secretary of State Antony Blinken told reporters days later, adding that Biden had told Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu that U.S. policy would be "determined by our assessment of Israel's immediate action" with regard to limiting civilian harm and attacks on aid workers.
But the humanitarian crisis has only worsened, and aid groups say they have witnessed no significant efforts to improve the flow of supplies or better protect the staffers delivering them. Last month, UNRWA said six team members were killed in an Israeli airstrike as they assisted displaced civilians in a shelter.
For convoys transporting aid and personnel around Gaza, Israeli checkpoints to the north -- the entry point to the part of Gaza where troops have fought fierce battles with Hamas militants -- have become among the most dangerous flash points.
To pass, U.N. and other international aid groups submit their staffing lists to a branch of Israel's Defense Ministry, the Coordinator of Government Activities in the Territories, or COGAT, for approval. Once it is granted, a convoy leaves the staff guesthouse after receiving an Israeli green light the following morning. Near the checkpoint, it again waits for a green light to move from a holding area to the checkpoint itself, where the identities of Palestinian and international staffers are checked, before the vehicles can pass through into northern Gaza.
When problems arise on the ground, humanitarian personnel often find that the COGAT interlocutors with whom they are in touch are unaware of the situation in real time, according to seven aid workers interviewed for this article. At times, humanitarian staffers have found themselves explaining to soldiers at checkpoints that they have received the official green light to move. "You say you've got it, but then they say: 'No one told me, so you can't pass,' " said one aid worker with an international group.
"When it works, it works really well. And when it doesn't work, it really doesn't work," one senior U.N. staffer said.
On July 21, Israeli forces fired at a convoy with vehicles from UNRWA and other U.N. agencies as it awaited permission to move from a holding area at Wadi Gaza in central Gaza toward the checkpoint, the United Nations said. One vehicle was hit by five bullets. On July 23, two marked UNICEF vehicles were hit with three bullets at the same location. "They were en route to reunite five children, including a baby, with their father," Adele Khodr, the agency's regional director for the Middle East, said in a post to X. On Aug. 27, Dujarric said, a vehicle carrying World Food Program staff was struck by Israeli gunfire 10 times near the Wadi Gaza checkpoint, with some shots targeting front windows.
The attack caused the agency to temporarily suspend staff movements inside Gaza. "The fact that it has been made more difficult for us to operate, it has been made more dangerous -- they are targeting humanitarians -- makes it doubly difficult for us to work," said Cindy McCain, WFP's executive director. "We are continuing to do the very best we can to get our commodities in and feed people, but I'll tell you, it's hard."
Asked whether she thought that her staff were safe in Gaza, after the resumption of WFP missions there, McCain said: "Not really. There have been a lot of close calls."

A man unloads aid from a convoy of trucks that entered the Gaza Strip from Egypt via the Rafah border crossing on Oct. 21. (Eyad Baba/AFP/Getty Images)


At the al-Rasheed checkpoint on Sept. 9, the situation escalated quickly, as soldiers pointed their weapons toward U.N. staff and then fired, Dujarric told reporters.
"The convoy was then approached by IDF tanks and a bulldozer, which proceeded to ram the U.N. vehicles from the back and front, compacting the convoy with U.N. staff inside," he said. "One bulldozer dropped debris on the first vehicle, while Israeli soldiers threatened staff, making it impossible for them to safely exit their vehicles."
"The convoy remained at gunpoint, as senior U.N. officials engaged with Israeli authorities in an effort to de-escalate the situation."
People with knowledge of the incident said staff were particularly alarmed at the request to detain and interrogate Palestinian colleagues because Palestinian aid workers on U.N. convoys had been detained on multiple occasions. Some, according to the Palestinian Red Crescent, had been severely beaten before being released on foot, miles from where they were detained. On Feb. 25, the United Nations said, Israeli forces blocked a World Health Organization convoy evacuating a hospital in Khan Younis, stripped Red Crescent paramedics and detained three of them.
According to three U.N. officials and a Western diplomat who was briefed on the Sept. 9 incident, Israeli soldiers at the checkpoint initially refused to stand down, despite an order from the Southern Command, which is responsible for all troops in Gaza. The standoff ended only after a senior Israeli commander arrived.
The Israeli army said in a statement that the convoy had been stopped on the basis of "intelligence." It did not respond to questions about the troops' conduct or how the incident ended.
U.N. officials say they have asked Israeli interlocutors on multiple occasions for better channels of communication on the ground, in the hope that it will reduce violent incidents. COGAT referred all questions about efforts to improve communications to the IDF. The IDF said it had taken steps to strengthen coordination between the army and international aid groups, by distributing satellite phones to aid convoys, supporting efforts to attach visible identification symbols to the vehicles -- something aid groups say they already have -- and setting up a joint operations room to handle communications inside Gaza.
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U.S. strikes Houthi weapons sites in Yemen, deploying B-2 bombers
It was the first time the U.S. used these stealth bombers against the Houthis, who have targeted commercial and military vessels in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden.
By Niha Masih, Dan Lamothe | 2024-10-17

A B-2 Spirit stealth bomber flies over South Beach during Memorial Day celebrations May 25 in Miami Beach. (Cristobal Herrera-Ulashkevich/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


The U.S. military conducted airstrikes in Yemen against the Iranian-backed Houthis, targeting five underground weapons storage sites, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said in a statement late Wednesday. The strikes were carried out by B-2 Spirit bombers, marking the first use of these strategic stealth bombers against the Houthis.
"This was a unique demonstration of the United States' ability to target facilities that our adversaries seek to keep out of reach, no matter how deeply buried underground, hardened, or fortified," Austin said in the statement.
He added that the deployment of B-2 long-range bombers demonstrated "U.S. global strike capabilities" to take action anytime and anywhere. The targeted facilities housed weapon components of the type used in attacks on military and civilian vessels in the region, the statement said.
The B-2 Spirit, with a distinctive batwing shape, is a long-range bomber that typically flies from Whiteman Air Force Base in Missouri, relying on aerial refueling to carry out missions without landing. At an estimated cost of more than $1 billion per aircraft, they are used by the Pentagon only occasionally in combat missions, typically as a show of force that signals that the United States does not need bases nearby to strike adversaries.
With the ability to carry up to 40,000 pounds of weapons, the aircraft can drop a significant amount of ordnance in a short period and carry either conventional or nuclear weapons.

Demonstrators in Sanaa, Yemen, rally in support of the Palestinian people last week. (Yahya Arhab/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


The strikes on the Houthis, a militant group that is trained and equipped by Iran, were carried out as Israel prepares for expected retaliatory strikes on Iran after Tehran's military launched about 180 ballistic missiles at Israel on Oct. 1. U.S. officials have said they will protect their Israeli allies from additional attacks and approved over the weekend the deployment of its most advanced missile defense system, the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) missile system, to Israel to bolster its air defenses.
The potential for the conflict to expand has left some Arab allies of the United States uneasy. Qatari officials said this week that they will not allow the Pentagon to use al-Udeid Air Base, a sprawling installation housing U.S. fighter jets, for an attack on any other country.
The Houthis for months have targeted commercial vessels and military warships in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden over the war in Gaza. They have been using an array of missiles, one-way attack drones and remotely piloted vessels packed with explosives. In March, a missile launched by the Houthis struck a commercial vessel in the Gulf of Aden, killing three people.
"We will continue to make clear to the Houthis that there will be consequences for their illegal and reckless attacks," Austin said.
Suzan Haidamous contributed to this report.
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Former Mexican official sentenced to 38 years in U.S. prison for taking bribes
Genaro Garcia Luna was charged in U.S. District Court in Brooklyn in 2019 with acting as an enabler for the Sinaloa drug cartel.
By Shayna Jacobs, Mary Beth Sheridan | 2024-10-16

Mexico's Genaro Garcia Luna in Mexico City on Sept. 3, 2009. (Dario Lopez-Mills/AP)


NEW YORK -- A former top public security official in Mexico on Wednesday was sentenced to more than 38 years in U.S. federal prison for accepting millions of dollars in bribes to allow Sinaloa cartel narcotics traffickers to operate with impunity under his watch.
Genaro Garcia Luna, 56, was convicted Feb. 21, 2023, of engaging in a continuing criminal enterprise, conspiracy to possess and distribute cocaine, and other related counts after a five week trial in U.S. District Court in Brooklyn. In addition to being sentenced to prison, he was fined $2 million.
U.S. District Judge Brian Cogan compared Garcia Luna to the notorious leader of the cartel, Joaquin "El Chapo" Guzman, saying that despite his polished exterior and seemingly pristine image, Garcia Luna led a "double life."
"You have the same kind of thuggishness as El Chapo," Cogan said. "It just manifests itself differently."
The judge acknowledged that some factors worked in Garcia Luna's favor, like his good behavior in jail and that he was not directly involved in the violent atrocities committed by Sinaloa members.
Prosecutors had said Garcia Luna deserved a life sentence  because his job called for him to stifle the drug trade, but he enabled it instead and was responsible for a wave of deaths that he swore to try to prevent. While he was in power, tens of thousands of Americans died from cocaine overdoses, according to statistics cited by prosecutors.
The cartel's rampant reign of kidnapping, murder and torture was only possible because of Garcia Luna, Assistant U.S. Attorney Saritha Komatireddy said in court: "It may not be the defendant pulling the trigger, but he has blood on his hands." 
U.S. Attorney Breon Peace said in a statement after the proceeding that Garcia Luna's crimes led to a flood of dangerous drugs circulating in U.S. communities.
"His betrayal of the public trust and the people he was sworn to protect resulted in more than one million kilograms of lethal narcotics imported into our communities and unleashed untold violence here and in Mexico," Peace said.
Cesar de Castro, an attorney for Garcia Luna, argued for the minimum sentence of 20 years.  He pointed to his client's work promoting education among fellow inmates in the federal jail where he's been held for nearly five years, throughout the worst of the coronavirus pandemic.
"He had made the [Metropolitan Detention Center] look good in its darkest years," the lawyer said.
Garcia Luna submitted a handwritten letter to the court before the sentencing, arguing that he was an honest public servant who was wrongly targeted and the victim of lying witnesses, many of whom who were cartel members themselves. When given the chance to speak in court, Garcia Luna maintained his innocence through an interpreter and said he was convicted on "the false information provided by the Mexican government and their criminal witnesses."
Garcia Luna's case has riveted Mexico, which has suffered about a half-million homicides since President Felipe Calderon declared a "war on drugs" in 2006, unleashing bloody fighting between security forces and crime groups.
Garcia Luna served as minister of public security in 2006 to 2012 under Calderon and was responsible for creating a new federal police force. He was a key U.S. partner on a multibillion-dollar plan known as the Merida Initiative, aimed at dismantling the cartels.
Garcia Luna took on the key cabinet role after running the Federal Investigation Agency, Mexico's version of the FBI, from 2001 to 2005. U.S. prosecutors say he started receiving cartel bribes during that period and continued while he served as a cabinet minister.
He and his lawyers have insisted on his innocence, and emphasized how highly he was regarded in Washington. During his trial in 2023, he was shown in photos shaking hands with former president Barack Obama and meeting with former secretary of state Hillary Clinton.
Evidence in the trial largely consisted of testimony by convicted drug traffickers.
Calderon, whose presidential term ended in 2012, has insisted that he fought the cartels "with the full force of the state" and was unaware of narco-corruption in his team.
In a letter to the judge seeking a lower sentence, Garcia Luna alleged that Mexico's current government opposed him because of his antidrug efforts and had sent "false information" that led to his conviction.
President Claudia Sheinbaum rejected the allegation Wednesday.
"Prosecutors in the United States, and a jury in the United States, have provided evidence of his ties to drug-trafficking, and the benefits he received for being involved with drug trafficking, at the very moment in which a war on drugs had been declared," she said.
Ana Maria Salazar, a Mexican American analyst who held senior antidrug jobs in the Clinton administration, said the Garcia Luna case raised critical questions about the ability of the U.S. government to work with its neighbor.
"How can you cooperate with a country that has the highest level of law enforcement linked with organized crime?" she said.
The case also raised questions about why the U.S. government apparently didn't realize that a key drug-fighting partner was allied with a top cartel, she said.
"The U.S. government spent I don't know how many millions of dollars on the Merida Initiative," she said. "Whatever investment the taxpayers made has disappeared."
Sheridan reported from Mexico City. Gabriela Martinez in Mexico City contributed to this report.
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Zelensky reveals 'victory plan,' calls for urgent NATO membership
The plan includes permission for strikes inside Russia and assistance with air defenses, but Western reaction to it has been muted so far.
By Siobhan O'Grady, Kostiantyn Khudov | 2024-10-16

President Volodymyr Zelensky addresses members of the Ukrainian parliament in Kyiv on Wednesday. (Ukrainian Presidential Press Service/AFP/Getty Images) 


KYIV -- Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky presented a broad description of his five-point "victory plan" to Ukraine's lawmakers on Wednesday, describing the first step as an immediate and unconditional invitation to join NATO and the last being an offer to replace U.S. troops in Europe with Ukrainian units after the war -- suggestions sure to incense the Kremlin, which has long used the threat of NATO justify its invasion.
The plan has already been shared with Ukraine's allies but there has been limited public comment about it, making it unclear if Zelensky's recommendations have been accepted. Being part of NATO would afford Ukraine the protection of the alliance's other members in the case of any future attack.
The second point in the plan, Zelensky said, is a permanent strengthening of Ukraine's security through guarantees from partners that their weapons can be used for strikes inside Russia and that Ukraine's neighbors will conduct joint air defense operations to protect Ukraine's skies. It will also allow for continued operations inside sovereign Russian territory to ensure buffer zones that protect Ukraine, he said.
The third is a nonnuclear deterrence plan, and the fourth guarantees economic security and protection of Ukrainian natural resources that he said will strengthen Ukraine's partners and weaken Russia's economy and "war machine."
The five points include three classified sections, one of them related to the deterrence point that has already been presented to U.S., British, German, French and Italian partners, Zelensky said.
If successfully implemented, Zelensky said, this plan could end Russia's war in Ukraine by late next year. Russian President Vladimir Putin "must see that his geopolitical calculations are doomed," Zelensky said. "Russians must feel that their czar has lost geopolitically to the world."
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov dismissed the plan. He said Kyiv needs to acknowledge that its policy is futile and "sober up and realize the reasons that led to this conflict." Maria Zakharova, spokeswoman for Russia's Foreign Ministry, accused Zelensky of "pushing NATO into direct conflict with our country."
"The partners of the Kyiv regime have already demonstrated how they see Ukraine in the security architecture: They see Ukraine in a coffin and Ukrainian citizens in the grave as well," she said.

Ukraine's patrol police on Oct. 15 released drone video of Ukraine's city of Toretsk reduced to ruins, with smoldering buildings, as Russian forces pressed on.


Zelensky's presentation of the plan comes after trips to the United States, where he shared it with President Joe Biden and presidential candidates Kamala Harris and Donald Trump, and to various European capitals, where he briefed other key partners.
He has said for weeks that the success of the plan depends entirely on Ukraine's partners. Before the visits, he said he planned to pitch it as a chance for Biden to leave office with the legacy of having helped secure a "just peace" for Ukraine.
Little public progress appears to have come out of the visits, however, and muted caution has been the general approach, with the United States absorbed by the last weeks of presidential campaigns and many in Europe waiting anxiously to see results from the November election.
Biden is expected on Friday to visit Germany, where Chancellor Olaf Scholz said they will have much to discuss. "We have to fathom how the war doesn't continue forever," Scholz said. "There will never be any decisions made over Ukraine's head."
The White House said Wednesday that Biden had connected with Zelensky in a call, and it gave an update on U.S. efforts to surge more security assistance to Ukraine. A new $425 million package for Ukraine will include air-defense weapons, antiaircraft missiles, artillery rounds, anti-armor weapons, Humvees and more, U.S. officials said in a statement.
NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte told reporters Wednesday that he is "very aware of all elements of the victory plan ... and we are in close contact with allies and with Ukraine to see how we can take next steps."
"It is my firm belief that one day Ukraine will be a member of NATO, and I will applaud when that day comes. It is up to the allies to discuss among themselves how to take it forward," he said.
Zelensky's public presentation of the plan came as Ukraine prepares for a difficult winter. For months, Russia pummeled Ukrainian energy infrastructure, causing widespread blackouts. The country is now preparing for more such power outages as temperatures plummet and the heating season begins.
Meanwhile, Russian forces are advancing on the eastern cities of Pokrovsk, where most civilians have evacuated, and Toretsk, where nonstop Russian attacks have leveled most of the city.
The results of Ukraine's gamble to attack Russia's Kursk region in August remain unclear. Although Ukraine still controls significant land there, some have questioned Kyiv's decision to direct troops there rather than the besieged cities inside the country.
Ukrainian lawmaker Solomiia Bobrovska, a member of Holos, a liberal opposition party, said Zelensky's plan showed what Ukraine's allies need to do, but she expressed doubt about their reaction.
"Unfortunately, I don't think the U.S. is very receptive of this plan," she said, pointing to a sense of political paralysis ahead of the presidential election next month. "Biden could make a real historical decision with long-range weapons and the invitation."
Lawmaker Oleksiy Goncharenko of the opposition European Solidarity party wrote on X that it wasn't a plan so much as just Zelensky's desires. "A plan needs to be realistic. Tell me, what in it is realistic?"
The partners do not appear poised to take the actions the president described, he added.
Roman Kostenko of Holos told The Washington Post that he expected Zelensky's remarks to more specifically address Ukrainians "about their motivation and role in this plan."
"Strategically correct things were voiced, and we need to move in that direction," he said, adding he cannot offer a full assessment until he has reviewed the classified material.
A senior NATO official said Ukrainian Defense Minister Rustem Umerov will "shed some more light on the victory plan" at a dinner with NATO defense ministers on Thursday.
Kyiv is hoping for a decision before next summer over NATO membership, but it is unlikely to come with an outgoing U.S. administration, the official said, adding: "I won't bet a bottle of wine" on a NATO invitation anytime soon. "A lot will depend on what the new American administration thinks about this, but I see that the field is shifting a bit, so there's more serious talk."
The official added that NATO membership is the main point of the plan because Zelensky know it is the only way Ukraine can be safe, "which is also complicated because Putin has started this war to prevent that from happening."
Ellen Francis in Brussels, Kate Brady in Berlin, and Dan Lamothe in Washington contributed to this report.
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Italy sends first migrants to Albania, an offshoring model for Europe
Italy's far-right government is rolling out what it says could be a model for solving one of the West's most politically charged problems: illegal migration.
By Anthony Faiola, Zoeann Murphy | 2024-10-16

An Italian ship carrying a group of migrants to be processed in Albania arrived at the port of Shengjin on Oct. 16 after Italy opened two new migrant centers.


GJADER, Albania -- Behind a high metal fence close to the edge of Europe, Italy's far-right government is rolling out what it says could be a model for solving one of the West's most politically charged problems: illegal migration.
Italy, the single biggest point of arrival for asylum seekers making their way into the European Union from African shores, on Wednesday sent a first ship of intercepted migrants to a new asylum camp in Albania -- which is not a member of the bloc. They will be detained here, and their claims will be processed remotely by Italian judges, as part of a large-scale effort to move migration issues beyond E.U. borders and prevent people from ever setting foot on E.U. soil.
Italy already denies more than half of the asylum claims filed by new arrivals, but enforcing deportation orders can be difficult. The Italian government is now aiming to deter migrants without legitimate cases before they make it that far. The Albania camp is the first of what Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni and some of her fellow European leaders envision as a vast network of "return hubs." Expedited judgments in well-secured offshore facilities, proponents hope, will convince asylum seekers with weak or fake claims to forgo potentially deadly voyages to Europe.
"This project is ... an extraordinary tool of deterrence," Meloni said in the Albanian port town of Shengjin in June.
Critics call the Albania camp -- which along with a reception center has an estimated price tag of $710 million over five years -- probably illegal and potentially inhumane. Meloni's political opposition dismisses the camp as excessively expensive propaganda lacking a reasonable chance of success and meant to show the prime minister delivering on her No. 1 promise, to control migration.

After arriving in the port of Shengjin, Albania, asylum seekers are taken to a reception center run by Italy. (Vlasov Sulaj/AP)


But Meloni's effort is being watched with fascination and hope by other European leaders. British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, who nixed a plan by his Conservative Party predecessors to deport asylum seekers to Rwanda, has expressed interest in Meloni's Albania project. In a letter to E.U. leaders on Tuesday, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen backed the concept of "return hubs."
"With the start of operations of the Italy-Albania protocol, we will also be able to draw lessons from this experience in practice," von der Leyen wrote.
In Europe, even countries such as Sweden and Germany that once welcomed asylum seekers are embracing anti-migration measures, including increased border checks and more expansive criteria for deportation. Meanwhile, Hungary's Viktor Orban -- a favorite of former president Donald Trump -- has threatened to bus asylum seekers from his country to Brussels, the bloc's administrative capital.
But Meloni, observers say, is charting a new course with her approach to irregular migration, seeking to show how a right-wing agenda can succeed where more tolerant polices failed.
Beside the Albania camp, her government has forged new and expanded E.U. deals with North African countries to intercept migrants; imposed harsh penalties on NGOs that try to rescue migrants at sea; and drafted policies that would make it harder for illegal migrants to live in Italy. She has done all this while also working to expand pathways to legal migration, including an increase in new work visas for caregivers.
"In terms of the variety of measures and the magnitude of the people affected, [what Meloni is doing] has not been seen at any moment in European history over the last 50 years," said Hanne Beirens, director of the Migration Policy Institute Europe.
The Albania project is still in its infancy. Sixteen asylum seekers from Egypt and Bangladesh arrived in the first group on Wednesday. Of them, four were subsequently transferred to Italy -- two because they said they were minors and two who claimed to have serious health issues, according to a senior Italian government official who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he wasn't authorized to talk to the media.
But Meloni's government argues that her broader effort is already working. She points to a sharp drop in irregular arrivals by sea between Jan. 1 and Sept. 15, down 65 percent from the same period last year to 44,676 people.
Meloni has argued that her plan is aimed at fighting human traffickers and saving lives. But activists say her government has made rescuing migrants in distress in the Mediterranean more difficult.
NGOs are typically restrained by Italian authorities from rescuing more than one migrant boat in a single mission and are routinely forced to bypass nearby Italian ports and come ashore in more distant locations. A new decree also levies heavy penalties, including confiscation of search-and-rescue aircraft, on NGOs that do not coordinate with air traffic control and follow precise instructions from authorities, including the Libyan government.

More than 30,000 migrants have died trying to cross the Mediterranean Sea. As Italy implements policies to deter them, Sea-Watch still flies to save lives.


"The goal is to keep us away from coordinating search-and-rescue cases," said Tamino Bohm, a tactical coordinator with Sea-Watch, a German NGO that undertakes such operations off Italy's coast.
Doctors Without Borders said its rescue ship has been detained multiple times -- for allegedly failing to comply with the Libyan coast guard, for technical deficiencies found during inspection and for failing to provide specific information.
"We need to talk about humanity," said Giuseppe De Mola, a field coordinator for Doctors Without Borders in Italy. "People are dying."
Activists also object that the decrease in arrivals to Italy has come partly as a result of people being rounded up and stopped under the E.U.'s new deal with Tunisia, where authorities are alleged to have committed human rights violations, including dumping migrants in the desert without food or water.
The camp in Albania, critics say, is no better answer.
Migrants intercepted by Italian authorities in the Mediterranean can now be brought here. Italy says it won't be separating families, only diverting single male travelers. They must be deemed -- in rapid assessments aboard ships -- to be unlikely to have their asylum claims approved. And they must be from countries that Italy considers "safe" -- a disputed definition that includes Egypt, Tunisia and other nations plagued by human rights abuses.
Once at the port in Shengjin, migrants are shuttled to a reception center, where they pass through a metal-gated entryway, below an Italian flag.

Italian police officers stand outside the new reception center. (Adnan Beci/AFP/Getty Images)


They receive medical attention, get fingerprinted and formally fill out asylum requests before being hauled to the camp -- a sprawling compound on a former military base that is now under Italian jurisdiction. Up to 3,000 migrants at a time can be housed in modular pods. They will receive care at a medical clinic and food at a cafeteria. They will be able to consult with lawyers via video conferencing and undergo proceedings with judges via video conferencing, too.
"Before entering [Italian] territory, it is necessary to assess whether or not one has the right to stay," said Sara Kelany, a lawmaker for Meloni's Brothers of Italy party and its lead on migration in the lower house. She added, "because anyone who does not have such a right is an illegal migrant."
In an interview with The Washington Post, Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama said Boris Johnson, when he was British prime minister, was the first to come to him with the idea of offshore migrant camps -- a request he said he denied. Rama said he saw things differently when Meloni made the same ask during his visit to Verona last year -- because it was Italy doing the asking.
Italy invaded Albania during World War II, but Rome is nevertheless seen here as the country's greatest benefactor and ally. Thousands of Albanians have migrated to Italy, and Italy is Albania's top trading partner. Rama said only Italy would be allowed to house migrants in Albania -- suggesting other interested European countries should look elsewhere.
"When it comes to this deal, it's something very simple," Rama said. "Italy did a lot for us. We need to be ready to be useful to our big friends when they ask."
Only mild dissent to the migration deal has emerged within Albania. In the village of Gjader, where the camp is located, locals even spoke of hope that some migrants might remain after the five-year program ends.
"We know they won't do any harm to us, and we need hands to work our farms," said Klear Prethi, a 23-year-old farmer. "Albanians are usually the ones who leave, but now we have people coming here, which is good. But they're only good to us if they stay."

An Italian navy boat carrying 16 migrants intercepted in the Mediterranean arrives in Shengjin on Wednesday. (Adnan Beci/AFP/Getty Images)


The concept of offshoring asylum processing dates to at least the early 2000s, when Australia began ferrying migrants to controversial camps on outlying island nations. The Trump administration's "Remain in Mexico" program was a milder version, seeking to process Central American migrants south of the U.S. border.
The British government plan to send asylum seekers to Rwanda faced serious legal hurdles. But the Italian deal with Albania differs in important ways. Rather than forcibly deport people who have already arrived, without assessing their claims, Italy is stopping people on their way and vowing to give them a fair hearing. Also, whereas the British government intended to put the fate of asylum seekers in the hands of the Rwandan government, asylum seekers being held in Albania will be processed and adjudicated by Italian judges under Italian law -- with Italy in charge of deporting those rejected and taking in those who are approved.
"Technically, on paper, this protocol doesn't violate international law," said Filippo Ungaro, a spokesman for UNHCR, the U.N. refugee agency. "However, everything depends on its implementation. We will have to monitor."
Italian immigration lawyers are already drafting challenges that could shut the experiment down. The cursory assessments aboard ships to determine whether asylum seekers go to Italy or Albania, they argue, could violate due process. So could the requirement that asylum seekers consult with lawyers and receive hearings remotely rather than in person.
In Albania, people being processed will not have standing permission to leave the camp -- which many see as de facto detention. Preventive detentions of asylum seekers in Italy, however, have been routinely struck down by judges. An avalanche of similar rulings could render the camp useless.
Italy over the past 12 months received 155,000 asylum applications and has a general acceptance rate of about 40 percent. Yet, due to a lack of repatriation agreements with many migrant origin countries, it has only managed to deport about 3,300 people during that time frame.
If the camp reaches capacity, migrants caught at sea will still need to come to Italy, eliminating any deterrence factor.
"It's not going to work," said Cecilia Strada, an Italian member of the European Parliament from the opposition Democratic Party. "This is just propaganda and a waste of Italian taxpayers' money."
Murphy reported from Lampedusa, Italy. Stefano Pitrelli in Rome and Fjori Sinoruka in Tirana, Albania, contributed to this report.
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Israel strikes southern Beirut; U.S. demands restraint in Lebanon, aid for Gaza
Israeli forces targeted Beirut's southern suburbs with airstrikes, ending several days of relative calm in the Lebanese capital.
By Rachel Pannett, Leo Sands, Annabelle Timsit, Vivian Ho, Bryan Pietsch, Kelsey Baker, Miriam Berger, Steve Hendrix, Hazem  Balousha, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Missy Ryan, John Hudson, Michael Birnbaum, Karen DeYoung | 2024-10-17
Israeli forces targeted southern Beirut with fresh strikes Wednesday morning for the first time in days, despite word from the Biden administration hours earlier that the United States opposed the scope of Israel's bombing campaign in the Lebanese capital. In a separate warning, the administration gave Israel a month to improve humanitarian conditions in the Gaza Strip, warning it could otherwise take punitive steps, including withholding military aid.
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Israeli siege plan for Gaza under scrutiny as U.S. demands urgent change
The so-called "General's Plan" is being pushed by some members of Netanyahu's far-right government, despite pushback from the Israeli military and the White House.
By Steve Hendrix, Hazem  Balousha | 2024-10-16

Carrying their belongings, Palestinians flee areas north of Gaza City in the northern Gaza Strip on Saturday. (Omar Al-Qattaa/AFP/Getty Images)


JERUSALEM -- For the first two weeks of October, no food reached the 400,000 people in war-battered northern Gaza. Rescue workers said Israeli forces fired at families as they tried to heed evacuation orders; hospitals ran desperately short on supplies as they struggled to treat the wounded and evacuate the critically ill.
What has played out in this stretch of the enclave mirrors, at least in part, a controversial siege plan conceived by a former Israeli general to gain full control of northern Gaza and then larger swaths of the enclave. It envisions systematically emptying areas of civilians and starving out -- or shooting down -- anyone who stays.
The "General's Plan" is being pushed by some members of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's far-right government, despite pushback from the Israeli military, human rights groups and the White House. On Sunday, citing international and U.S. law, top Biden administration officials gave Israel a month to reverse course or risk losing American military assistance.

Ali Assaf, center, was reportedly the only survivor in his family from an airstrike in the Jabalya refugee camp in northern Gaza. Two young men comfort the 20-year-old as he grieves Saturday. (Omar Al-Qattaa/AFP/Getty Images)


In an Oct. 13 letter to senior Israeli officials, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and Secretary of State Antony Blinken demanded that Israel surge humanitarian assistance throughout Gaza, hasten deliveries of commercial goods and reaffirm that "there will be no Israeli government policy of forced evacuation of civilians from northern to southern Gaza."
Yousef Khader, a 35-year-old father of three from the Jabalya refugee camp, had believed things in the north were improving. After being forced to flee four times over the last year, he had just made the first repairs to his damaged home, and a few weeks of relative calm had allowed his family to start settling in again.
Now, they have been forced to leave a fifth time. And this time, Khader is worried that Israel wants them gone for good.
"We have endured a year here," he said. "For us, death is easier than moving to the south."

People gather outside a collapsed building to extricate a man from rubble after an Israeli bombardment in the Saftawi district of Jabalya in the northern Gaza Strip on Tuesday. (Omar Al-Qattaa/AFP/Getty Images)


The  Israel Defense Forces has said it is operating around Jabalya because Hamas operatives have regrouped in the area, and it says it will have to repeat that strategy throughout Gaza until a long-term settlement is reached in the war. The military says evacuation orders are issued to protect civilians and has denied firing on those who try to leave.
Israel officially denies that it is implementing the siege plan, which was presented to government leaders and a parliamentary committee by Giora Eiland, a retired major general and onetime head of Israel's National Security Council.
But two Israeli officials and a person close to members of the security cabinet confirmed that some far-right ministers are advocating for its adoption. Like others in this report, they spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters.
Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich and National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir, in particular, have made no secret of their desire to see Israel permanently occupy Gaza and for Jewish settlements to eventually return there. The Eiland plan gives them a potential path, the officials said.
"It's what they want," said one official. "They see it as the best way to achieve their own ends."

A convoy of Israeli armored vehicles makes its way to the northern Gaza Strip on Oct. 6. (Abir Sultan/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


The controversy has exacerbated a split between cabinet hard-liners and the top military ranks. Defense Minister Yoav Gallant has pushed back on those who support the plan, according to a person close to him, and has tried to assure Washington that it will not be implemented.
"For now  Gallant is successful," this person said. "But it's not clear for how much longer he can stand alone with the army against the mounting political pressures."
Netanyahu has not publicly endorsed the Eiland plan. A third Israeli official close to the prime minister's office said media reports that Netanyahu was considering the proposal were "baseless and untrue."
But Netanyahu may be allowing his far-right colleagues to put parts of it into motion because he depends on their support to keep the government from collapsing, according to Gayil Talshir, a political scientist at Hebrew University. The prime minister is also trying to keep his coalition together to pass a budget before the end of the year, a deadline that could automatically trigger his government's collapse.

A Palestinian boy on Wednesday looks at the site of an Israeli airstrike two days earlier that sent flames ripping through tents housing displaced people in the courtyard of al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, in the Deir al-Balah area of central Gaza. (Eyad Baba/AFP/Getty Images)


Netanyahu, she said, saw an opportunity before the U.S. election -- a window in which President Joe Biden may feel constrained in his criticism of Israel -- to see how such a controversial approach would be received by the international community and the Israeli public.
"Part of what is happening in north Gaza now was a trial of the Eiland plan," Talshir said. "Now that the Americans were very clear that they oppose this, I think we are seeing them pull back."
The Biden administration's letter said the amount of aid delivered in Gaza has dropped by more than 50 percent since the spring, and the amount of assistance entering Gaza in September "was the lowest of any month during the last year." In the first two weeks of October, the United Nations said, no food aid entered northern Gaza at all.
On Tuesday, as the administration letter came to light, U.N. and Israeli authorities said 28 humanitarian trucks had crossed into the north. The Israeli military said Wednesday that it had facilitated 50 more trucks with aid donated by Jordan, at Gallant's direction. But much more is needed, the  United States says, calling on Israel to allow at least 350 trucks to enter the strip each day.

Children eat a meal by their tent in a makeshift camp for Palestinians displaced from northern Gaza, at Gaza City's damaged Yarmouk stadium on Monday. (Omar Al-Qattaa/AFP/Getty Images)


Sam Rose from the U.N. refugee agency said it was "too early to tell" if there had been a reversal of Israel's policy. "The flow needs to be maintained and increased, and we need safe passage, which requires that more roads are made available for us to use," he added.
The needs are soaring in the north as the war returns in full force. Overwhelmed hospitals say they are running out of fuel and other basics as waves of wounded people pour in; rescue workers say it is too dangerous to reach the dead piled up in the streets.
Israeli hard-liners view the flow of aid as a lifeline for Hamas, allowing the damaged militant group to sell the food for revenue and keep paying thousands of civil servants.
Eiland, in an interview with The Washington Post, said isolating Hamas and completely cutting off supplies to the north was the only way to break the group's grip on power.
"It is illegal to cause the starvation of civilians," he conceded. "But it is legal if they are offered a way and time to leave before it begins."

Trucks with aid destined for the Gaza Strip sit on the side of a road Wednesday in Arish, Egypt. (Ali Moustafa/Getty Images)


A week or  10 days should be enough time for families to travel out of the north, Eiland said. He argued that 1 million people have already fled northern Gaza during the war, and the army could provide help for those who faced difficulties traveling.
"If people choose to stay and die, that is their choice," he said.
Humanitarian groups have warned that Gaza cannot afford another mass displacement, pointing to the already overcrowded conditions in the south. After a recent polio vaccination campaign in the north, the  United Nations estimated that about half of those who remain there are children.
Human rights groups said forcing families out under the threat of violence and hunger was both illegal and immoral. A group of Israeli organizations this week called on the international community to block the government from "quietly" implementing the proposals.

A young man gets a haircut Monday at the camp in Gaza City's Yarmouk stadium. (Omar Al-Qattaa/AFP/Getty Images)


"The Eiland plan evokes battle tactics of the middle ages," said Jessica Montell, the head of HaMoked, a Jerusalem-based civil rights advocacy group. "Laying siege to a civilian population in order to vanquish an enemy stands in blatant contradiction to the foundational principles of the laws of war."
Khader, the man in Jabalya, rushed his wife, three children and  wheelchair-using grandmother to Gaza City last week but says he will go no  farther. They, and tens of thousands like them, are ignoring directives to keep moving toward makeshift encampments in the south.
"I don't want to live in a tent," said Khader. "The people of Gaza's resilience will thwart any displacement plan."
Balousha reported from Toronto. Miriam Berger in Jaffa, Israel; Claire Parker in Ramallah, West Bank; and Annabelle Timsit in London contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/10/16/israel-northern-gaza-generals-plan-siege/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Italy passes anti-surrogacy law that effectively bars gay couples from becoming parents
The West's most restrictive law against international surrogacy threatens would-be parents who use birth mothers abroad with jail time and severe fines.
By Anthony Faiola, Stefano Pitrelli | 2024-10-16

A woman holds a sign that says "We shout it from the heart -- rights now," during a pro-surrogacy rally in Rome on Tuesday. (Alessandra Tarantino/AP)


ROME -- Italy on Wednesday passed the West's most restrictive law against international surrogacy, threatening would-be parents who use birth mothers abroad with jail time and severe fines in a move that critics say will chiefly target same-sex couples.
Domestic surrogacy was already banned in Italy, as it is in some other countries, but the amended Italian law goes further, classifying surrogacy as a rare universal crime that transcends borders, like terrorism or genocide.
The measure marks the strongest salvo yet in Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni's bid to put a conservative stamp on Italian society, and it elevates surrogacy as a hot-button issue in the West's raging culture wars.
The law, passed last year by the lower house and effectively ensured by the Senate vote Wednesday, also criminalizes work by Italian citizens employed as doctors, nurses and technicians in foreign fertility clinics that facilitate surrogacies.
That and other aspects of the amended law may be hard to enforce. Even backers of the legislation concede that heterosexual couples may face few questions when returning to Italy with an infant, or when registering their child's birth certificate with local municipalities. Who is to say that the woman in that couple didn't deliver the baby while abroad? By contrast, an infant in the arms of same-sex parents -- particularly two men -- would amount to an obvious red flag.
"The people who can't hide this are gay couples," said Alessia Crocini, head of Rainbow Families, a group that opposed the law. "This is about [targeting] gay fathers."
Same-sex couples are already barred under Italian law from domestic or international adoption. Thus, the new law effectively cuts off the last, best route for gay male couples residing in Italy to start families.
"It is nature that decides this, not us," said Sen. Susanna Campione, from Meloni's Brothers of Italy party, who voted in favor of the law.
"We wish for this example to be followed [by other countries]," she added. "This is a civilized law that safeguards the child but also the woman, since we believe that surrogacy essentially reduces a woman to a reproductive machine."
After an intense seven-hour debate, the measure passed the Senate by a vote of 84 to 58.
The far-right Meloni -- a single mother who never married the father of her daughter -- has vowed to amplify "traditional family" values. Her government and its backers in Parliament have moved to stop same-sex couples from registering their children's birth certificates and have sought to curtail gender-affirming care for minors. Legislation on topics beyond family issues, including a sweeping, government-backed security bill already approved by the lower house, takes aim at climate activists and labor unions by criminalizing protests that obstruct roads and railways, opponents say.
"What is clearly important for the right wing at this moment is to deliver a message to Italian society," said Sen. Alfredo Bazoli, from the opposition Democratic Party, who voted against the new law. "The message is that we are not opening doors to new rights; we are closing doors instead."
Experts said the Italian move could further the debate over an international treaty on surrogacy. Pope Francis, who has decried surrogacy as "womb renting," this year called for a global ban. Last year in Morocco, an international convention of experts from 70 countries issued a joint decree calling for a universal surrogacy ban. In April, the European Parliament voted to include "the exploitation of surrogate motherhood" under acts of "human trafficking."
"I think the goal of Giorgia Meloni would be to push ... for an international convention abolishing surrogacy," said Leopold Vanbellingen, director of the European Institute of Bioethics. "At this moment it's clearly unrealistic, but during a Trump administration the answer might be different."
Europe has long taken a less receptive stance on surrogacy than the United States, where the practice is widely legal. Many European Union countries, including Germany and France, ban domestic surrogacy. In some of those countries, families who use international surrogacy can sometimes face obstacles to registering their newborns as citizens. Other countries -- including Turkey -- have administratively barred couples from seeking cross-border surrogacy but have stopped short of passing full-fledged laws.
The new Italian law, said Vanessa Brown Calder, director of family policy studies at the Cato Institute, appears to be the broadest passed by any nation.
The Italian government and its backers insist the law is not aimed at same-sex couples -- but rather at the practice of surrogacy, which they decry as immoral.
"Of course it will be easier to identify two men" with a child, said Jacopo Coghe, spokesman for the conservative advocacy group Pro Vita & Famiglia, which vigorously campaigned for the law. But, he added, "I believe this is a barbaric practice that creates a market for children regardless of who makes use of it. Everyone should be penalized."
Roughly 90 percent of the 250 or so couples in Italy who rely on international surrogacy each year are heterosexual, legal experts say, but same-sex couples are the law's most vulnerable targets.
"This law is disgusting," said Salvatore Scarpa, who, with domestic partner Luca Capuano, had daughter Paola with the aid of a California-based surrogate mother last year. The couple said they will defy the new law and move forward with plans for the same birth mother to be implanted with the embryo of their second child this month. "They cannot stop our family. How dare they judge us."

Italians Salvatore Scarpa and Luca Capuano had their daughter Paola through an American surrogate. (Giovanni Cipriano for The Washington Post)


A Meloni government edict last year barred Italian cities and towns from registering birth certificates listing parents of the same sex, denying their children access to citizenship, public schools, health care, and other benefits and services. That ruling is being disputed in the courts, but for now the couple have been unable to legally register their 14-month old daughter, who lives at their home near Naples as an American citizen who overstayed her visa. They will face the same challenges with their next child -- plus the added threat of up to two years in jail and 1 million euros ($1.1 million) in fines as outlined in the new law.
To get around a possible customs stop at an Italian airport, they plan to fly to Paris with their newborn from the United States, and travel by road over the open border between France and Italy. They said they would run the risk to remain in their country and be close to their parents and loved ones but would leave Italy for good "if they come for the children."
"We will not have them grow up in an orphanage," Scarpa said.
Italian legal experts call the measure fuzzy on crucial points. Italian judges, for instance, will need to decide the point at which a crime is committed. At the signing of a contract? At birth? They say Italian prosecutors are also likely to face major hurdles to accessing the kind of overseas medical records they would need to conclusively prove the involvement of Italian citizens in international surrogacy, either as prospective parents or medical staff. It would also find the Italians attempting legal acrobatics, seeking to convict its citizens for acts that were legal in the country where they took place.
Under Italian law, customs authorities at airports cannot arrest people suspected of crimes that carry sentences of under three years. In Italy, first offenders are also highly unlikely to be sentenced to jail.
But cases can still be referred by customs agents, or anyone else, to prosecutors, and penalties could be severe if convicted. Families would live in the shadow of fear of being reported.
"There is the possibility that you have two fathers with a child, and their pediatrician or a next-door neighbor who doesn't accept two fathers with a child decides to press charges," said Vincenzo Miri, president of the Lenford Network, an association of Italian lawyers who advocate for LGBTQ+ rights. "That's what they're facing."
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Senate report: How private equity 'gutted' dozens of U.S. hospitals
Thanks to modern tricks of financial engineering, investors can prosper even when the underlying business is failing. 
By Bethany McLean | 2024-10-17

A closed sign on the grounds of Boston's Carney Hospital. (Steven Senne/AP)


Last month, Sen. Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.) released a report detailing what happens when a hospital chain runs out of money: In short, people suffer and die.
The chain in question, Steward Health Care, is headquartered in Dallas but owned more than 30 hospitals throughout the United States and once billed itself as the country's largest private for-profit hospital chain. Last May, Steward declared bankruptcy, which kicked off congressional hearings and Markey's investigation. The company announced its intent to sell its hospitals, but finding new owners has not always been easy. That's triggered massive distress in the communities these hospitals serve.
The problems at Steward began long before the bankruptcy. Over the years, the company has closed some half a dozen hospitals, leaving patients without health care and providers without jobs. As chronicled in Markey's report, patients at Steward hospitals were left without care at "vastly" higher rates than the national average; death rates for conditions like heart failure at Steward-owned hospitals increased even as they decreased nationwide. Then, there were the bat infestations, the sewage seeping from broken pipes, the lack of essential supplies like linens and IV tubing, and the barrage of lawsuits from vendors over unpaid bills.
Markey's report notes that at Steward-owned Carney Hospital in Dorchester, Mass., the quality of care fell so steeply that some workers began referring to the hospital as "Carnage" Hospital. A Boston Globe investigation found that Steward's hospitals have been among the most troubled in the country, receiving a disproportionate share of warnings for dangerous safety lapses from federal authorities.
Part of Steward's financial distress can be traced to a series of deals it made starting in 2016 to sell all of the real estate once owned by its hospitals to a real estate investment trust called Medical Properties Trust, or MPT. From 2016 to 2022, according to a company report, MPT acquired a net $3.3 billion of real estate underlying 34 Steward facilities. MPT then leased the real estate back to Steward. This forced the hospitals to pay rent on land they'd previously owned. As a result, Steward had an annual rent burden of almost $400 million, according to Rob Simone, an analyst at Hedgeye Research who has followed the MPT and Steward saga for years.
That deal was orchestrated by Cerberus, the private equity firm that formed Steward in 2010. Cerberus made its original investment -- in Carney and five other Boston nonprofits -- amid widespread investor enthusiasm for the profit gusher many thought would come from patients newly insured by the Affordable Care Act. But the expected gusher didn't materialize, and the hospitals struggled. Selling the real estate allowed Cerberus to pay one of its funds a $484 million dividend, according to an investor document obtained by Bloomberg, thereby extracting a win from an investment that otherwise would have failed.
Of course, saddling already struggling hospitals with new rent did not help matters. Or, as Markey's report put it, the hospitals were "gutted": "These decisions to extract maximum short-term profits caused such financial insecurity for the hospitals that they crumbled."
Cerberus has argued that both its original investment and this deal enabled Steward to invest money in the hospitals that it otherwise wouldn't have had. But one contemporaneous account suggests the deal was designed to serve Cerberus's financial interests, not Steward's patients. Cerberus had considered selling Steward, a publication called the Deal Pipeline wrote in 2016, but "in light of there being no logical buyout scenario," the deal with MPT was a "means to give Cerberus some liquidity, lighten its capital burden and recover the original investment it made almost six years ago."
Cerberus finally extricated itself from Steward in 2021, when MPT loaned Steward's operating team $335 million to buy out Cerberus. In total, Cerberus has said it made roughly $800 million on its investment in Steward, more than tripling its original investment, even as the hospitals themselves were hemorrhaging cash.
Steward did not respond to requests for comment. Cerberus pointed to the company's written response to Markey's report, which said that "throughout the entire period that Cerberus was invested in Steward, the company was at all times solvent and had more than sufficient cash and liquidity." But shortly after Cerberus was out, Steward filed a request to delay repaying pandemic-era federal loans, citing "extreme financial hardship."
It would be easy to point an angry finger at Cerberus in this situation. There's a reason Markey titled his report, "How Corporate Greed Hurt Patients, Health Workers, and Communities."
But this is simply what private equity funds do. They owe a fiduciary duty to their investors to maximize the bottom line. It's like the old fable about the scorpion who persuades the frog to carry it across the river and stings the frog midstream. Why? the frog asks as they both drown. "It's in my nature," the scorpion replies.
If you let private equity buy a health care business, you run the risk that profits are going to come before patients. That's the nature of private equity. And right now, private equity firms are buying health care companies in record numbers.
Investments in health care have grown from less than $5 billion in 2000 to more than $120 billion in 2019, according to work done by the Eileen Appelbaum, co-director of the Center for Economic Policy and Research, and Cornell professor Rosemary Batt; private equity owned hospitals now account for approximately one in five for-profit hospitals in the United States.
If modern capitalism worked in real life the way it does in beautiful theory, this would be great! Smart investors are betting that their capital can make a business better, and the only way the bottom line should improve is if everyone wins. And if the investors fail, well, they lose their investment. Right?
Wrong, as the Steward example shows. Thanks to modern financial engineering tricks, investors can prosper even if the underlying business is failing. In addition to these real estate deals -- known as "sale-leasebacks" -- a private equity firm can add more debt to a company it controls to pay itself a dividend -- a trick known as "dividend recapitalizations."
"Cerberus generated a home-run multiple on an unsuccessful investment," Richard Mortell, a longtime real estate investor who has also studied Steward and MPT, told me. "That's not the way capitalism is supposed to work."
To put it differently, the scorpion that is private equity keeps itself afloat even as the frog it killed dies. Nature, at least, has a brutal fairness that modern capitalism lacks.
When it goes wrong and the company can't be allowed to fail, as happened with banks during the 2008 global financial crisis, taxpayers are on the hook. Massachusetts has so far pumped $72 million into Steward in an effort to meet payrolls and keep the doors open to patients, and the governor's office has said it will spend $417 million more over the next three years to support five hospitals being sold to not-for-profit buyers. Private equity titans make fortunes; taxpayers pick up the pieces.
There's a growing body of evidence that Steward is not the exception -- that private equity's involvement is not making health care better. A review of more than 55 studies cited in Markey's report found that private equity investments were associated with up to 32 percent higher costs to patients and insurers. Another study found that private equity-acquired hospitals have lower staff-to-patient ratios and less experienced or licensed staff than other hospitals. A recent Harvard Medical School study of Medicare patients at hospitals before and after private equity acquisition found that patients suffered 25 percent more hospital-acquired complications, including 27 percent more falls and 38 percent more bloodstream infections, post-acquisition. And so on.
Policymakers could impose conditions on private equity firms that buy health care companies. Markey has proposed the Health Over Wealth Act, which he says would create accountability and transparency. But a version of this was done in Steward's case: The Massachusetts Attorney General approved the deal contingent on Steward submitting to five years of state monitoring and fulfilling various obligations, including keeping hospitals open and prohibiting dividend recapitalizations. A year after the oversight ended, the real estate sales began. Clever financiers will always find a new way to extract money, one regulators don't foresee.
The only real solution is to pass laws preventing private equity ownership of certain critical businesses. Extractive capitalism should flourish only where it can't kill people.
Bethany McLean is a veteran business journalist. Her latest book, "The Big Fail," examines how American capitalism left the nation ill-prepared to respond to the coronavirus pandemic.
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Chocolate is on its way out. Why Halloween is about gummy candy now. 
Rising cocoa prices are pushing younger consumers to try different confections.
By Jaclyn Peiser | 2024-10-17

(Getty Images/iStock) 


Your assortment of sugary treats on Halloween may look a bit different this year. The traditional mix of caramel, nougat and wafer-filled chocolaty mounds won't dominate Halloween baskets this year, experts say. Instead, you'll find more tart and fruity sweets.
High cocoa prices, combined with a growing preference among Millennial and Gen Z consumers for chewy and sour treats, have prompted many confectionary giants to shift strategy this spooky season.
"We're going to see a lot of new creations -- Halloween treats in the gummy and Twizzler theme and other kinds of non-chocolate confections -- hitting stores to capture that sales growth at a lower price point," said David Branch, commodities analyst for Wells Fargo Agri-Food Institute.
While chocolate still leads the sweets category, candy is growing at a faster clip, said Sally Lyons Wyatt, an analyst at market research firm Circana, noting that teenagers to adults in their mid-40s are more likely to choose gummy, fruity and sour candy. Consumers are in part reaching for candy over chocolate because it's cheaper. There are also more flavors, varieties and combinations packs than ever before as confectionary companies lean in to the growing interest.
"One of the key things to stay relevant with consumers is to innovate," said Idoia Hidalgo, who works with consumer-packaged goods companies for Clarkston Consulting.
This Halloween will see fresh takes -- such as flavor and shape -- on consumers' favorites: Twizzlers Ghosts, Brach's Mellowcreme Autumn Leaves, Sour Patch Kids Apple Harvest, Nerds Candy Corn and Skittles Shriekers.
Retailers encourage this experimentation because it "helps drive interest in the candy aisle," Hidalgo said. Some stores have had their Halloween displays up since July.
It also allows companies to diversify their offerings at a lower price as the cost of cocoa surged, Branch said. From January through September this year, the price for chocolate and confectionery manufacturing from cocoa jumped 45 percent, and it's up 91 percent since January 2022, according to the producer price index.
Consumers have noticed: "As those price increases started going up and up and up, then the sales of corresponding units were going down," Lyons Wyatt said. "Consumers are still buying [chocolate]; it's just not at the same rate they did in the past."
The National Retail Federation expects a pullback this Halloween following last year's record-breaking sales numbers, as cautious consumers cut out impulse purchases and nonessentials. It expects spending will decrease across the board, including on costumes and decorations, by 5 percent, to $11.6 billion, or $103.63 per person. The trade group projects $3.5 billion will be spent on candy and chocolate alone.
"This year's spending fits within a broader trend of consumers continuing to prioritize what's important to them, including essentials and holidays," said Katherine Cullen, NRF's vice president of industry and consumer insights.
While supply chain disruptions and inflationary pressures caused the uptick in prices during the coronavirus pandemic, higher costs are now largely attributed to shortages in cocoa crops. Production this season is expected to be down 14 percent, according to the International Cocoa Organization.
Cocoa trees thrive best near the equator, with about 75 percent produced within the Ivory Coast, Ghana, Cameroon and Nigeria, Branch noted. In the 2022-2023 crop season, the region was hit with above average rainfall, causing crop diseases. The current crop season is grappling with drier conditions caused by the El Nino and warmer winds carrying dust and damaging the crops, Branch said.
The impact will trickle down into new chocolaty sweets that require less cocoa, Lyons Wyatt said. Expect more chocolate-coated items with a variety of fillings or mixed with more almonds, peanuts or walnuts than usual.
It could also cause more shrinkflation, in which manufacturers charge the same price while subtly reducing the amount in a product, Branch said. While individual candy bars may be spared because it's harder to hide from consumers, variety packs could go down in weight but cost the same as previous years.
Meanwhile, prices will continue to inch up next year. Hershey's chief executive Michele Gross Buck told investors during the company's August earnings call that the company has "absorbed a lot of inflation already, but we do believe we need to pass some of it on."
This may not bode well for consumers, retailers and manufacturers, Lyons Wyatt said.
"The main role that candy plays is treating and rewarding," she said. "[But] price has been one of the biggest deterrents."
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Work Advice: How to deal with a contractor who undermines your authority
A federal contractor keeps contradicting a full-time manager's instructions and lying to employees. But supervisors won't do anything about it.
By Karla Miller | 2024-10-17

(iStock/Getty Images)


Reader: I'm a federal supervisor dealing with a contractor who's undermining me. Her actions include telling employees to do tasks not as I instructed but as she instructed; scheduling meetings with my employees without informing or inviting me; saying in meetings that I'm confused or have forgotten things when she knows it's not true; and falsely telling employees that I have reassigned their duties or am taking credit for their work. It's exhausting and disruptive to my team for me to constantly push back at these false statements.
My previous supervisor first denied this was happening, then acknowledged it but said we needed the contractor's help. She indicated that if the underminer were an employee, we could take this up with HR, but claimed it's harder with a contractor, which doesn't make sense to me. My current supervisor has noticed the undermining, but it continues. I think they don't want to have to bring a new contractor up to speed.
Otherwise, the contractor is incredibly defensive. If I ask her to fix something (not assigning blame), she'll send a litany of emails saying it's not her fault and she was misinformed. If I ask her to edit a document according to department-approved changes, she won't make changes she doesn't agree with.
I no longer trust her. If I were a contracting officer, I would let her go, but I can't. How do you handle this?
Karla: Maybe it's because the contractors I know always seem concerned about keeping their government clients happy, but I'm surprised to hear that a contractor would be so difficult to let go. Then again, keeping government accountable for how it spends taxpayer dollars can result in arcane, logic-contorting contracting rules.
It may be that it would cost too much to terminate her early for anything less than a clear breach of contract -- and it does sound as though she's performing her basic duties, albeit in the most toxic and underhanded manner possible. Maybe she fills a particular position required under the contract or has a niche skill set that makes her hard to replace.
Whatever the reasons, you have to assume she's not going anywhere in the near future. If you plan to stick around, too, you will need to figure out how to work around her and minimize disruption.
The main issue appears to be lack of clarity about the chain of command and whether this contractor is authorized to direct your employees and overrule your instructions. Ask your supervisor to clarify, on the record for everyone, where your authority ends and the contractor's begins. If the supervisor doesn't give a clear answer, or if the contractor continues making unilateral decisions behind your back, have the supervisor resolve each conflict as it arises, and follow up with email confirmations so you have a record of incidents.
Her repeated refusal to implement changes approved by your department needs to be sorted out with your boss in the same way. Is she failing to meet her contractual obligations, or does she have leeway to disregard some directions? Again, who gets to make that call?
Repeatedly asking for clarification and rulings will probably annoy your supervisor, but it'll also drive home how detrimental this contractor's behavior is to productivity and quality control. It will also help build the case for, at minimum, not renewing her contract when the time comes.
Finally, the contractor's attempts to poison your supervisees' trust in you will flourish or fail depending on the relationship you have already built with them. If you don't have their full confidence, she'll exploit that weakness like a dental cavity. By contrast, if you consistently give credit where it's due in group meetings, or add your team on emails singing their praises to upper management, her lies won't gain much traction.
The stronger your communication and the more trust employees have in your judgment, the more likely they will be to see through her gaslighting and lie-mongering -- especially in meetings from which you are conspicuously absent. And if your supervisor publicly has your back, your team should know to confirm all unexpected changes with you.
One last thought that may sound a bit paranoid: It's possible this contractor is trying to maneuver herself into your position, either of her own accord or with your leadership's passive endorsement. In other words, this may be a deeper-rooted problem than one intrusive contractor. Whether it's attempted usurpation or mere incompetence, the approach is the same: Call out the problem and keep records. How your supervisor acknowledges and responds to these incidents may help clarify whether you're dealing with one toxic person protected by a web of red tape or a systemic campaign to nudge you out.
Reader Query: Government employees and contractors, I'm sure you can point out other scenarios and solutions I haven't thought of here. Let's hear them at karla.miller@washpost.com.
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CEO pay fell last year despite a strong stock market, study finds
Despite the dip in 2023, CEOs were still paid 290 times what the average worker earned that year, according to an analysis from the Economic Policy Institute.
By Taylor Telford | 2024-10-17

(Illustration by The Washington Post; iStock)


Chief executives of the nation's publicly traded companies saw their collective pay decline by almost 20 percent in 2023, new analysis shows, and even experts are stumped as to why.
Trends in CEO compensation generally mirror those of the stock market, in part because pay packages for chief executives have largely been tethered to stock performance for five decades. But a recent report by the Economic Policy Institute found that realized compensation for CEOs -- including base salary, bonuses, stock awards and stock options -- fell 19.4 percent from 2022 to 2023, a strong period for the U.S. economy and for Wall Street.
"This is probably the first time I can remember where we saw stock market go up and [CEO] pay go down," said Josh Bivens, chief economist at the Economic Policy Institute, a left-leaning think tank. It's left researchers questioning "whether this is a blip or some promising evidence that CEO pay is getting a little more disciplined."
CEO compensation has soared 1,085 percent since 1978, according to the EPI's analysis, compared with a 24 percent rise for the typical worker, so the idea that corporate boards have suddenly gotten more disciplined about CEO pay is "a little hard to believe," Bivens said.
The EPI's annual CEO compensation report evaluates the 350 largest publicly owned U.S. companies that sell stock on the open market, drawing on data from S&P's Compustat database.
Ballooning executive pay is a major factor shaping the chasm between top earners and everybody else. Private sector employees have experienced wage growth since the pandemic, with pay and benefits climbing more than 5 percent in 2022 and 4 percent in 2023, according to data from the Labor Department. But those gains have done nothing to close the gap between workers and chief executives, who earned 290 times as much as the average worker in 2023, according to the EPI. In 1965, it was 21 times as much.
CEO pay packages have drawn outrage from unions and worker advocates amid labor disputes involving Hollywood, the Big Three automakers and Boeing. Although strikes yielded historic wage gains for workers in the past year, the gap in pay between the rank and file and the C-suite is as big as ever.
"The escalation of CEO compensation -- and of executive compensation more generally -- has likely helped fuel the wider growth of top 1% and top 0.1% incomes, contributing to widespread inequality," the EPI's analysis states.
The "puzzling" dip in CEO pay amid a strong stock market could have something to do with a "shift in stock-related pay away from options," the EPI researchers said, adding that they expect "this overall divergence will likely turn around with the stock market gains so far in 2024." The S&P 500 is up nearly 22 percent this year.
Fully accounting for a CEO's compensation can be tricky because the estimated values of stock and options "granted" to executives fluctuate until they are cashed in, or "realized," at a later time. Such positions typically come with perks that are harder to put a price tag on, such as use of corporate jets, private security, and ritzy apartments or vacation properties.
The EPI looked at "granted" compensation and "realized" compensation in the interest of getting a fuller picture. The granted measure of CEO compensation, which values stock options awarded in 2023 but not yet cashed in, fell by 14.1 percent.
But both figures give a similar sense of how CEO pay has exploded over decades: "granted" compensation to top CEOs rose 932 percent between 1978 and 2023, while "realized" compensation rose 1,085 percent.
"Rising CEO pay does not reflect a rising value of skills or contributions to firms' productivity," the EPI's report says. "What has changed over the years is CEOs' use of their power to set their own pay."
Corporate governance has not served as an effective check to executive pay in recent decades, according to Dean Baker, co-founder of the Center for Economic and Policy Research.
In theory, "you should have board of directors meetings where people are asking, 'Can we get away with paying our CEO less?'" Baker said. "But as far as I can tell, that question almost never gets asked."
He contends that executives have been incentivized to focus on the best possible stock market performance to gain maximum personal benefit, and boards have not done enough to push back.
"The dynamics are that there's really no check on CEO pay, it just goes up and up," Baker said, which then "affects the pay structure throughout the economy."
A separate report this year from Equilar, which conducts an annual survey of executive pay, concluded that median total compensation for CEOs rose 12.6 percent in 2023 to $16.3 million. The median S&P 500 employee earned $81,467 in 2023, according to Equilar.
Stock awards made up 70 percent of total CEO compensation, and their values jumped 10.7 percent last year to $9.4 million, "largely contributing to the overall rise in total compensation," Equilar's report notes.
Equilar, which uses a different method for calculating CEO pay than the Economic Policy Institute and focuses solely on executives who have served at least two years for S&P 500 companies, pegs the ratio of median CEO pay to the median worker's at 312 to 1.
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3 delicious ports to start and finish your holiday meals
Elevate your holidays with 3 ports: a white, ruby and tawny.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-10-17

FROM LEFT: Fonseca Siroco Extra Dry White Porto; Churchill's Reserve Porto; Taylor Fladgate Reserve Tawny Porto. (Scott Suchman/for The Washington Post)


Port, the fortified wine from the Douro Valley in Portugal, is one of my favorites. I love the history of the region, the variety of styles from white port to ruby, to late-bottled vintage and the exquisite vintage ports. Port can make a great aperitif at the start of a meal, or an amazing flourish to help turn dinner into a feast. Here are three reasonably priced ports that can help elevate your holiday celebrations this year.
Porto, Portugal, $21
Most ports are for the end of a meal, ideal with hearty cheeses, custardy desserts and rich chocolate concoctions. White port excels as an aperitif, either by itself or alongside almonds, olives or charcuterie. It also shines in a wide variety of cocktails. Fonseca's Siroco is top-notch, straw colored and full-bodied, with a spicy, gingery palate. This is a type of wine we mostly ignore but should explore. Alcohol by volume: 20 percent (fortified). Bottle weight: 570 grams (Average).
Imported by Kobrand. Distributed locally by RNDC.
Porto, Portugal, $24
This is a ruby port, plush with flavors of blackberry, cassis, plum and cocoa. The sweet finish is a perfect coda to a meal alongside aged cheeses such as cheddar or gouda, chocolate mousse, or even chocolate chip cookies and anything with a blackberry or raspberry component. ABV: 19.5 percent (fortified). BW: 600 grams (Average).
Imported and distributed locally by Elite Wines.
Porto, Portugal, $45
Worth the splurge. Tawny ports are aged in a more oxidative style compared to ruby ports. The extended aging and exposure to oxygen gives the wine flavors of roasted hazelnuts and almonds, followed by dried fruit and baking spice. These flavors suggest autumn -- pecan or pumpkin pie, anyone? ABV: 20 percent (fortified). BW: 755 grams (Heavy).
Imported by Kobrand. Distributed locally by RNDC.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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Ask Sahaj: I'm a manager with no real power. How do I support my employees?
A stressed out manager genuinely cares for their employees, "but the internal politics and lack of formal power make it tough to create real change."

By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-10-17

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Hi Sahaj, I'm in a leadership role, managing big projects and mentoring staff, and I genuinely care about my team. I'm working hard to support them and drive progress, but the internal politics and lack of formal power make it tough to create real change.
I often feel undervalued and isolated without a supervisor or peers at my level, and I worry that I come across as high-strung. I ruminate over decisions and struggle to sleep because I can't stop worrying about making things smoother for my team and doing the right thing.
How can I build my confidence, handle the stress and navigate these challenges without burning out?
-- Caring, But Powerless
CBP: Your feelings of powerlessness might actually be reinforcing your "high-strung" behaviors. You are turning to rumination, anxiety and potentially even micromanaging -- all to give yourself a false sense of control. So while your feelings of powerlessness may be rooted in systemic issues within your organization, you should be honest with yourself about how you may be reinforcing these issues on your team.
You are only as good in your work and to your team as you are to yourself. If you burn out, you can't be an advocate for your team. Accept your limitations and what you can and cannot control in the workplace. It's important to find ways to feel empowered to support your team while also being honest about what you can't single-handedly change. Focusing on what your (realistic) role can be will help you feel less responsible for everything, because the truth is: You are operating under the same system, with the same barriers. Be kind to yourself.
You may not have "formal power" but there are other influential ways to be a managerial ally. For one, creating psychological safety for your staff is about transparency. How can you be more transparent about decision-making processes? You also want to offer various ways to receive feedback and be open to hearing from your team so they can be comfortable talking with you. Even if you can't fix their problems, you can be a sounding board and nurture their autonomy to make informed decisions for themselves. Finally, you can advocate for your staff to the people who do have formal power. This may mean building relationships with others in your organization and contributing your insights and proposing solutions to higher management when appropriate.
If you are overworking to compensate for your lack of power, incorporate more work-life balance into your week. Find tangible ways to improve your mental health and wellness in your daily life. Also, seek out support for yourself. There may be other supervisors in your organization you can lean on who understand your dilemma. Or you may need to look outside your organization and find mentors or support in professional organizations. Developing your own professional development can help you build confidence -- especially with the unknown or limited "power" you do have.
Dear Sahaj: My affinity group is going through a lot of dysfunction -- it all boils down to an insular, cult-mentality kind of vibe. They refuse to organize with anyone who doesn't share our exact (very niche) politics. However, we're a political education group, and this really bogs us down ... especially when we're also dealing with weekly events, high-maintenance guest speakers, conflicts over branding in our newsletter, activist burnout, and more. One member, in particular, gets under my skin; she doesn't want to promote events because of fears about law enforcement showing up, even though the events in question are literally discussion groups.
I'm the point person for promotion, but I've basically been kept from doing my job for any event I didn't conceptualize and host because my fellow organizers think small ideological differences = mortal enemies. We have to coalition-build to meet any of our goals, and everyone's aware in theory but gets ornery whenever I try to help out.
I did bring this up at a meeting, and it turns out most people agree with me and think we need to reach out to the community; there are just a few very outspoken people who don't. When new people show up, everyone's kind but standoffish. What should I do to help those people see reason and get my affinity group off the ground? Or, should I just get off this slowly sinking ship?
-- Organizer With A Problem
OWAP: You have to decide how much energy you want to put into this. There are an array of things you could do, but only you can determine if you want to do them. I consider approaching this "dysfunctional" group as the same if one were to approach a dysfunctional family.
Organizational ineffectiveness can make burnout worse. So my question back to you is: Are there agreed upon practices for how the group is run, how decisions are made, and even to whom specific roles are delegated? Streamlined expectations, processes, and roles are the number one way to stay on track regardless of people's differing opinions because they establish norms for how the group is run, but also for how differences and disagreements can be resolved.
If you aren't ready to jump ship, you could organize a meeting to discuss what you're noticing within the group -- being respectful yet specific. Picking one specific thing can help you stay focused, especially if chaotic members tend to bring up other things -- straying from the topic at hand. Remember: You can always have more conversations.
You could also approach the few people who are outspoken and have differing views with curiosity. This may sound like, "I am hearing you disagree with [x]. Our goal is to [x], so how would you suggest we work toward that?" By putting the onus back on them, you are reminding them of the mission of the group while encouraging them to help problem-solve rather than just problem-name.
Ultimately, be honest with yourself about what you're willing to tolerate and when others are not willing to change. It's okay to decide it's no longer worth it. Leaving does not mean you failed. Knowing when to walk away is as important as knowing when to confront an issue head on.
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Broccolini and parmesan soup is a bolder take on broccoli cheddar
A play on broccoli cheddar soup, this variation pairs broccolini with sharp parmesan cheese. 
By Daniela Galarza | 2024-10-17

(Peggy Cormary for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
A week after my garden began to almost flourish last month -- daisies blooming, tomato stalks fruiting -- the temperature dropped, and my plants' leaves started to wither. Every few days, I harvested a handful of something. The day I snipped my broccolini stalks out of their pot, I decided it was brisk enough outside to make soup. This Broccolini Parmesan Soup is my take on broccoli cheddar.
Get the recipe: Broccolini Parmesan Soup
Broccolini might sound as if it were born in Italy, but the leggy green vegetable was a Japanese invention. As Carole Sugarman reported for The Post in 1999, "It was bred from a cross, and its parents are an unlikely couple: broccoli and Chinese kale," otherwise known as gai lan.
Generally, broccoli thrives in cooler climates. Although it can grow in temperatures between 40 and 80 degrees, if subjected to more than a few days of 90-degree heat, it can falter. Thus, the initial goal for the plant breeders at Yokohama's Sakata Seed was to create a broccoli hybrid that could be grown in hotter weather.
Researchers wanted to retain broccoli's best qualities: vibrant green crowns, pleasant crunch and mild sweetness. What if they crossed it with gai lan, which has tender stalks and can tolerate higher temperatures?
Though they didn't succeed in creating a heat-resistant strain of broccoli, the team at Sakata Seed did bring a winning new vegetable to market. After some naming and marketing hiccups, the small, slender stems with fluttery bunches of buds eventually became a hit with consumers as broccolini. "In plant life, as in human life, offspring don't always inherit the best of mom and dad. Broccolini did good," Sugarman wrote.
With a crunchier texture than standard broccoli and a sweeter flavor than astringent broccoli rabe, broccolini can be used wherever you'd use mature or baby broccoli.

(Peggy Cormary for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


If you enjoy broccoli cheddar soup, I encourage you to make Nourish columnist Ellie Krieger's version. It's a favorite of mine that features Ellie's genius trick for making a soup, sauce or stew creamy without cream. Nutrient-dense white beans -- not potatoes, not a roux -- simmered and then pureed turn this vegetable-heavy soup into a thick pool of pale green.
With that formula in mind and a block of parmesan in hand, I started prepping. Onions, garlic and a parmesan rind (optional) give this soup depth; cannellini beans and lots of broccolini provide body. A packed cup of grated parmesan lends its salty umami.
Serve steaming bowls with garlic bread, pan con tomate or focaccia to round out the meal.
Get the recipe: Broccolini Parmesan Soup
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Americans are losing faith in food safety. Is the system to blame?
A recent Gallup poll shows Americans are losing faith in the government's ability to protect their food, with a divide along party lines.
By Tim Carman | 2024-10-17

(Illustration by The Washington Post; iStock; Getty Images)


Public confidence in the U.S. government's ability to protect the food supply is at an all-time low, according to a recent Gallup poll. That part is clear. What's not as clear, say experts in food safety, are the factors driving this particular American pessimism. One expert might mention the constant drumbeat of recalls or the high-profile stories about the sickness and death linked to infant formula. Another might point to the underfunded Food and Drug Administration, which has historically prioritized drugs and medicine over food safety.
But they all largely agree that one factor has eroded public faith in the agencies that regulate and monitor the food supply: a general distrust of government, science and expertise -- a downward spiral that began during the pandemic and hasn't eased up.
Benjamin Chapman is a food safety extension specialist at North Carolina State University. He reviewed the results of the Gallup poll (conducted in July, just as the deadly Boar's Head listeria outbreak was coming to the public's attention) and noticed a major mood swing: From 2008 to 2019, the percentage of Americans who had a great deal or fair amount of trust in federal agencies to keep their food safe remained relatively steady, dipping three points in 11 years. But from 2019 to this summer, public confidence dropped 11 points.
The results were even more dramatic among Republicans during this five-year period: Their trust plummeted 27 points. Trust among independents declined by 11 percent during the same time frame. Democrats, by contrast, grew more optimistic: Their trust rose nine points.
In his quarter-century in the industry, Chapman says he's never seen food safety and public health this politicized. Frank Yiannas, former FDA deputy commissioner for food policy and response, has noticed a similar pattern. He has a phrase for it: "a global trust bust," fueled not just by misinformation, he says, but by a genuine sense that people have been let down by the institutions designed to serve them.
A microbiologist by training, Yiannas initially thought the pandemic might strengthen the public's trust in science, as millions of Americans relied on Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guidance to protect them from the deadly coronavirus. In the end, however, Yiannas concluded that the pandemic was hurtful to his field, as the public retreated to their preferred sources of information, some with little to no connection to the scientific world.
"In this day and age of social media, where everybody can be a reporter and convey information, whether it's right or wrong, it's challenging," Yiannas says. "The way these platforms have worked, they have allowed these echo chambers to form. And it's hard for people to get to the truth."
The public's declining trust in the government to protect the food supply parallels a downward spiral in the country's faith in institutions in general. A Gallup poll from last year asked respondents about their confidence in 16 societal institutions. The majority of Americans had a great deal or quite a lot of confidence in only two: small business (65 percent) and the military (60 percent). Eleven institutions -- including the presidency, big tech companies, newspapers, Congress and the U.S. Supreme Court -- all polled under 30 percent.
"During the pandemic, a lot of the trust in science and in government and the FDA in particular got tied into trust around covid and vaccines," says Katherine Ognyanova, an associate professor at Rutgers University who has conducted polling on public trust of institutions. "The question of vaccines became very politicized and trust became very polarized, more so than usual for agencies like FDA and CDC."
As multiple experts point out, Americans are largely unaware of the complex system that works to ensure the safety of the food supply. It includes not just the U.S. Department of Agriculture (which oversees meat, poultry, catfish and processed egg products) and the FDA (which handles most everything else, including fruits, vegetables, seafood, dairy products, food additives and more), but also academic researchers and the food industry itself, including a supply chain of farmers, manufacturers and chemical companies. The Gallup survey essentially asked about just one part of the system -- government regulators -- though the poll did question respondents about their faith in the nation's grocery stores, which is also dropping.
"Based on our studies over the years, most Americans have no idea what the government does with respect to food safety," says William Hallman, a Rutgers professor who is an expert on consumer perceptions of food safety.
"They have a vague sense that there are inspections," Hallman adds. "They know that there are recalls. But most Americans don't know, for example, that the FDA and the USDA both have a role in food safety."
Statistics and experts offer differing perspectives on whether public opinion reflects a deeply flawed food-safety system. The number of food products recalled by the FDA has not dramatically increased in recent years: In 2019, the agency logged 1,899 product recalls, according to its database. In 2023, the last full reporting year, the number rose to 2,066, a nine percent jump. So far this year, the agency has catalogued 1,143 food recalls. The reasons behind a recall can vary widely. Some products may be mislabeled or contain an allergen not listed on the packaging; others may be contaminated with a known pathogen.
The Food Safety and Inspection Service, the USDA agency responsible for the meat, egg, catfish and poultry supply, has seen a drop in food recalls and public health alerts. In 2019, the agency catalogued 131 recalls and health alerts, according to its database. That number dropped to 89 last year, and so far this year, the agency has logged 44 recalls and health alerts. The last figure includes the Boar's Head July recall of more than 70 products as part of a nationwide listeria outbreak that has resulted in 10 deaths, 59 hospitalizations and the indefinite closure of the company's southern Virginia plant, which had a history of health and safety violations.
Bill Marler, a Seattle-based attorney who has represented food-borne-illness victims for more than 30 years, says recalls are not necessarily a sign of a weak food safety net, regardless of how the public views them. "The more recalls there are, frankly, the safer our food supply is," he says.
Marler and his firm have filed lawsuits in some of the deadliest food-borne outbreaks in U.S. history, including an E. coli outbreak tied to undercooked hamburgers at Jack in the Box in 1993. One of Marler's clients was a 9-year-old girl who developed hemolytic-uremic syndrome after eating a burger at the chain. She survived the incident but had permanent brain damage, asthma and diabetes. Marler got a $15.6 million settlement for the child. The case left a mark on the attorney, too: He still won't eat a medium-rare burger.
Perhaps because he has seen the worst that food-borne illness can do, Marler understands why Americans are uncomfortable with the state of the nation's food supply. "They should be uncomfortable," he says. "It's a system that's designed to fail."
Among Marler's concerns are the frequency of FDA inspections. The Food Safety Modernization Act, which President Barack Obama signed into law in 2011, mandates an inspection at least once every three years for high-risk facilities. Marler would like more. He would also like more action taken on leafy greens, which have been tied repeatedly to E. coli outbreaks.
FDA policy focuses on risk assessments for the water used to grow produce, but Marler would like to see testing of irrigation water, as well as land-use regulations that keep cattle feedlots away from lettuce growers. A recent FDA study in Yuma Valley, Ariz. -- a major lettuce-growing region -- suggested dust from nearby concentrated cattle-feeding operations may play a role in contaminating irrigation waters. (The National Cattlemen's Beef Association pushed back on the study.)

Leafy greens, including romaine lettuce, have been linked to a series of E. coli outbreaks in recent years. (iStock)


Timothy Lytton, a regents' professor at Georgia State University College of Law, notes that industry is making a concerted effort to improve the safety of lettuces, through such tools as the California Leafy Greens Marketing Agreement. The problem, he says, is that it's virtually impossible to determine whether these interventions have any discernible effect on public health. Reliable data is hard to come by, Lytton says, whether it's data on water samples, on the rate of E. coli transference from water to crops, or on the level of illness among the public.
"One of the things that's most, I think, striking about the U.S. food safety system is that we pour an enormous amount of resources into a system that we don't know whether or not those resources are working," says Lytton, author of "Outbreak: Foodborne Illness and the Struggle for Food Safety."
But those connected to the food safety system are more optimistic. Chapman, with North Carolina State University, has worked with both regulators (FDA) and the industry (the National Restaurant Association, among others) to help build more robust food safety programs. Unlike in years past, when the relationship between regulators and industry could be combative, the groups understand the benefits of collaboration, he says. But developing new protocols and standards, Chapman notes, is a deliberative, science-based process.
"It takes time to do this, but I have a lot of confidence that the world of food safety is doing a better job than it was 30 years ago," Chapman says. "The science is better, the approach is better. It's much more collaborative than it was, and people are employing better technology."
Chapman is also bullish about the reorganization of the FDA, which went into effect on Oct. 1. The agency has been restructured to break down the silos that have been blamed for its slow response to the infant formula crisis. The new unified Human Foods Program brings together functions from several offices with the promise of greater enforcement of the Food Safety Modernization Act, among other things. An FDA spokeswoman says the agency is considering the results of the Gallup poll as it moves forward with the reorganization. "As we continue to work towards building more robust food safety systems, it is the agency's hope that we also continue building consumer confidence in the U.S. food supply," the agency said in a statement to The Post.
To Yiannas, the former FDA deputy commissioner, any celebration of the agency's reorganization is premature. "Yeah, it was needed," he says, "but again, where's the evidence of the outcomes?"
To get an idea of how well America's food safety system works, Yiannas says, you should took at the pathogen surveillance data that the CDC has collected over two-plus decades. The agency tracks the number of infections per 100,000 people, covering such pathogens as salmonella, listeria and shigella. The charts, as Yiannas points out, have remained "fairly flat" for years. Take, for example, salmonella: In 2002, the CDC noted that there were 16.24 cases per 100,000 people. In 2022, the latest year available, the number was 16.3 per 100,000.
Which is why Yiannas says it's time for the country to rethink its system of food safety.
"If we can't bend that curve of food-borne illness so that we start seeing reductions, then the activities don't mean much. It's outcomes that really matter."
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Asking Eric: My husband resents my visits with my kids
Her husband doesn't enjoy spending time with her kids so she's resorted to visiting them alone.

By R. Eric  Thomas | 2024-10-17
Dear Eric: My husband and I have been married for 10 years. We both came out of long previous marriages (more than 20 years each). I have three adult children and he has two.
My husband is an only child and doesn't have a close relationship with his parents. My children's father passed away suddenly three years ago and since then they have become a lot closer to us. We tend to see them a lot more than he sees his kids. My children are very close, they do almost everything together with their spouses. My husband can't seem to get why my children do a lot together and always invite us to come along and want to spend so much time with us. He says he's glad his children aren't like that.
Oftentimes when I want to do something with my children, he doesn't want to. So, more than not, we don't go see them. My husband's job takes him out of town here and there. I take that opportunity to go to dinner at one of my children's houses or spend the day.
For some reason this bothers my husband. He will say to me "why do you always have to see your kids when I'm gone?" I have explained to him because most of the time he doesn't want to, so I'm taking the opportunity while he is away. I have asked him several times why this bothers him. He can't seem to give me a real answer.
Now he is starting to get sarcastic with me about it. As he leaves to go out of town he will say, "Now go see your kids." It's getting old. Is there something I'm missing?
-- No Kidding
No Kidding: Your husband needs to knock it off. It's possible he genuinely doesn't understand why you want to be close to your kids, but it's hardly an outrageous thing to want. His peevishness crosses the line, though. What business is this of his?
If I'm being generous, I'd say maybe he's envious. That's okay. But he needs to express it in a different way. Or -- and this is preferable -- he needs to deal with that envy on his own and make amends with you. And you can tell him that. "My relationship with my kids is very important to me. I accept that this isn't something that's important to you, even though I wish it was different. If there's something that's really bothering you, I want to know. However, I don't want to debate it anymore. Can you agree to that?"
Dear Eric: Over time and with a lot of effort, I worked to build a life I love, with a job I enjoy and great friends, and now I am very happy. Just when I assumed I'd be single forever, I met a partner I adore.
But my best friend absolutely refuses to acknowledge that I am happy in my new (work) situation and happy in my new relationship. Any time I even try to mention either or talk about anything remotely related they change the subject. This is so hurtful to me.
I can't tell you how many life milestones I have celebrated and been supportive of with this friend -- relationships, relationship drama, a cheating issue, in-law issues, kid issues, work drama, etc. -- and I have always tried to be supportive.
Now that I'm in a good place, it feels that our friendship is very one-sided. We talk about what they want to talk about, but they don't ask me any questions about my life or future. They refuse to acknowledge I am in a different place now.
I'm so hurt that my friend won't try to talk to me about my current life. I would like them to be a part of my life moving forward but how is this possible under these circumstances?
-- Unsupported Friend
Friend: Some people are only happy when it's raining on you. These foul-weather friends are -- perhaps unknowingly -- either addicted to the drama or so attached to their own unhappiness that any joy on your part feels like a threat.
Every friendship goes through its changing seasons. Good friends will reacquaint themselves with each other as time goes on. Change is often hard, especially if someone has something unresolved inside. But your friend needs to see you for who you are now.
Have a state-of-the-friendship conversation at a time when you're feeling calm and centered. Avoid "you always" language. Give specific examples of times when you didn't feel supported. Ask them if they're seeing something that you're not, but don't be afraid to challenge them on the way they're perceiving your life. If they can't celebrate and support who you are now, then your friendship may be best as a thing of the past.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Carolyn Hax: Do good husbands leave the 'half-dressed' damsels on the stoop?
A wife is upset her husband let in their "half-dressed" neighbor after she got locked out of her home in her sleepwear.
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-10-17

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Carolyn Hax is away. The following first appeared Aug. 4, 2010, and has been lightly edited.
Dear Carolyn: My husband of 10 years, who is retired, calls me at work one morning and tells me he had just gotten out of the shower when our female next-door neighbor rang the doorbell in her nightclothes, stating that she got locked out when she took out the trash. My husband then says he invited her in to use the phone and stay until someone came to let her in (about 30 to 45 minutes).
I ask him, "Why would you invite a half-dressed woman into our home when I am not present?" He could have helped her by offering his cellphone and a robe while she sat on her porch.
I ask him to present this situation to his male friends. He responds, "Yeah, they will say, 'You are stupid for even sharing that with your wife.'"
I was very disappointed with how he handled this situation. He says he would do it again exactly the same way, even if it upsets me, and says I am insecure. Any suggestions?
-- E.
E.: Your husband is retired and home. You are employed and at work. If your husband wanted to cheat on you, he would hardly need to wait for opportunity to come knocking in her nightie.
There are a lot of people out there -- okay, me, but I can't be alone in this -- who would be horrified if Spouse's response to a nightied neighbor in need were to strand said neighbor on the front porch. Have you ever been caught in public in your skivvies? Offering shelter is the compassionate thing to do.
And her 45 minutes of shelter didn't cost you anything -- okay, not unless it led to your imagined tryst. And if it did lead to that, then that says your distress over this incident is misplaced: It's your marriage that needs your full and sustained attention.
In other words, if you trust your husband not to boink the neighbor only if she doesn't ask to use your phone, then you can't call that much of a marriage. Believing your husband is just one robe away from cheating is, yes, insecurity.
And as with any serious problem, it's essential to trace the source of your insecurity and root it out. Is your marriage shaky or husband out prowling? Then don't nibble at the edges of the problem by fussing over neighbors. Admit you don't trust him, lay out the evidence supporting your distrust, then see where that conversation takes you.
Or do you merely regard infidelity as a real and constant threat, because you just assume people (men) cheat? If so, then you owe it to both of you to admit how corrosive this outlook can be. It motivates you to doubt him no matter how faithful or devoted -- or transparent -- he is.
Often, too, such fear acts as a negative filter through which you view everything. Your husband helped someone! Told you about it! And you punished him for it! How many times, in how many ways, has your defensive pessimism played out? How many bad things have you exaggerated? How many good things about him have you questioned or downplayed?
Unfounded suspicion is about you, founded suspicion is about him, but the approach is the same with both: Lay out the facts, and see where the truth-telling takes you.
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Miss Manners: Are we supposed to be tipping everyone who provides a service?
A client has always tipped restaurant workers, but is wondering if they need to also tip their cable technician and HVAC repair people.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-10-17
Dear Miss Manners: I've always tipped restaurant servers, hairdressers, pizza delivery drivers and manicurists, of course, understanding that most of these positions do not pay very well and the person is likely living off tips more than salary.
Within the last year, however, I have been told in several different ways, some not very subtle, that I should also be tipping the cable company technician who comes out to correct static on the line, the HVAC technician who gives my system an annual checkup, the appliance repair person who fixed my dryer, and, most recently, the plumber who came out to unclog a bathroom sink.
In all of those circumstances, I paid the company in question a significant fee for the service, and the person they sent out was in a company vehicle, wearing a company uniform. I assume they are making a decent salary -- probably more than I make as an administrative assistant, in many cases.
Are we supposed to be tipping everyone who provides any service now? How can I determine who is supposed to be tipped and how much they should get? What if I cannot afford to tip, say, an appliance technician after I've already paid his company over $300 for the work he did?
Do I need to explain that I can't afford to tip them, especially when they are standing around after the job, making small talk, obviously waiting for something from me?
There are less generous words for the behavior you describe than "tipping," but Miss Manners agrees that it is not reasonable to expect a gratuity (not one of the words she had in mind) for services rendered by salaried, professional service people.
A detailed explanation of why you cannot afford to provide a gratuity is not going to make the moment any less awkward. But you might mention it in the inevitable follow-up survey, in case their bosses were unaware that their customers were being shaken down.
Dear Miss Manners: A friend asked for advice on how to deal with a neighbor asking her to be quiet.
My friend, who is in her 60s, recently moved into an apartment. She met a neighbor who asked if she was an early riser, and she responded "yes." The neighbor then told her she was too loud on the stairs and that she used the bathroom too often. The neighbor likes to sleep in, apparently.
My friend said she would be more mindful. She holds on to the railing when she walks down the stairs, and takes them slowly, but they are made of concrete and metal. They make noise. And she can't change her bathroom usage to accommodate the neighbor.
What is the proper response if she is confronted again? She is trying to be a respectful neighbor.
Being neighborly means managing behavior -- and expectations -- on both sides. If the phrasing of the initial meeting was as reported, then your friend was already mistreated when told, rather than requested, to modify her (necessary, normal) behavior.
A neighbor who is disinclined to be civil is best kept at a distance. If a literal distance is not possible, then a polite coolness -- and excusing oneself quickly from any future chance encounters -- will have to suffice.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Utah joins the debate over child influencer rights
The state is a hotbed for parent influencers. Now it's eyeing legal protections for their kids.
By Fortesa Latifi | 2024-10-17

(iStock) 


Utah may be poised to join Illinois, Minnesota and California in creating legal protections for child influencers. State Rep. Doug Owens (D) opened a discussion during an interim session of the Utah legislature on Wednesday to gauge support of a potential bill overseeing how parents use and profit from their children online. The hearing featured comments from Shari Franke, the daughter of former mom blogger Ruby Franke, who was arrested on child abuse charges in 2023.
Owens has spoken with both Shari Franke and Kevin Franke, Ruby Franke's estranged husband, about the bill. The legislation would address the compensation of child influencers, dictating that a certain percentage of the earnings from monetized content featuring their likeness must be put into a trust that they can access when they turn 18. (The laws in Illinois, Minnesota and California all have similar protections.)
"If [influencing] becomes big business for the parents, there ought to be some protection for the kid down the road, making sure they get some compensation when they reach adulthood," Owens said. He's also considering including language that allows children, upon reaching adulthood, to request to have content removed. It mirrors a bill introduced (but not yet passed) in Maryland that includes a nod to the European legal doctrine of the "right to be forgotten."
Though there isn't data on which states have the highest concentration of parent influencers, experts often point to Utah as a hotbed. "Any legislation to protect the children of influencers in any state matters, but it will have one of the biggest impacts in Utah just because of the sheer number of mom influencers who are operating in the state," said Jo Piazza, journalist and host of Under the Influence, a podcast that examines the role of mom influencers in society.
Kevin Franke is among the Utah legislation's advocates. In 2023, his estranged wife, Ruby Franke, was arrested and charged with multiple counts of aggravated child abuse alongside her business partner Jodi Hildebrandt. The arrest came after Ruby Franke's son appeared at a neighbor's house "emaciated and malnourished, with open wounds and duct tape around the extremities," according to officials. After pleading guilty, Ruby Franke was sentenced to at least four years in prison. Her case has served as an impetus for the introduction of bills and the signing of laws aimed at protecting influencer children.
"Nobody wants the tragedies of their lives to be used as the justification for making social change," Kevin Franke said in an interview. "Especially tragedies that were as horrific and nightmarish as these were. But I will say that, for me personally, it feels a little bit like a work of redemption. It's like a silver lining around these tragedies."
Kevin Franke understands that there may be some skepticism regarding his role in advocating protections for influencer kids after he and Ruby Franke ran a YouTube channel called 8 Passengers. The channel, which had 2.5 million subscribers, featured videos about the family's daily life, with scenes showing Ruby Franke preparing dinner or driving her kids around. Some videos sparked concern among viewers, including one in which Ruby Franke documented her refusal to take her young child a lunch after the child forgot to bring it to school, or one in which her son discussed sleeping on a bean bag for months as a punishment.
But Kevin Franke believes his role as former family vlogging royalty makes him the right messenger. "Since we stopped family blogging, I have come to learn and see for myself, and see in my own family and in my own children, the devastating impacts and influences that sharing their lives and sharing our family publicly has caused," he said.
He hopes the legislation will include the documented right to say "no" to being filmed and the right to join a child influencers union, among other protections. "It is extremely hard for a child influencer to merge back into normal life after they've been a child influencer," he said. "It impacts the psychology of that child. They begin to view themselves differently. They begin to view the world differently. It's very hard for them to come back from that."
He also hopes attention will be paid to the social media companies themselves, which he says promote and incentivize content featuring children.
Shannon Bird, a Utah-based mom influencer, also supports the possible legislation. At influencer events in Utah, she's seen how much work goes into YouTube-based content specifically (Bird's preferred platforms include Instagram and a now-defunct blog that she deleted after her son was bullied for its contents).
"These kids are full-on memorizing scripts for YouTube," she said. "I'm like, this is a lot. But then I see the parents buying ginormous mansions off the backs of the actual kids [who] are doing 100 percent of the work. I hope that those kids get some kickbacks as well."
If the legislation is introduced and passed, Bird would be legally required to compensate her own children when they appear in monetized content (such as a recent ad she did for melatonin for children). "They honestly should be paid," she said. "It does not bother me at all."
Shari Franke, 21, the eldest Franke child, expressed support for the possible legislation in a prepared statement just a day after announcing her upcoming memoir, "The House of My Mother," to be released in 2025. "I don't come today as the daughter of a felon, nor a victim of an abnormally abusive mother. I come today as a victim of family vlogging," she said. "My goal is not to present any idea of a solution to this problem, but to shed light on the ethical and monetary issues that come from being a child influencer. There is no such thing as a moral or ethical family vlogger."
She also explained the work involved in being a child influencer. Sometimes, she said, she and her siblings were rewarded with $100 if they filmed a "particularly embarrassing moment" or "exciting event." Other times, perks such as going on vacation were "expected to be payment enough ... never mind the fact that the child's labor was the thing that paid for the vacation or trip."
Shari Franke detailed private moments that were broadcast to the world, including a video made during her teenage years that showed her crying after her eyebrows were accidentally waxed off (the Franke YouTube channel was taken offline in 2022). "Or the time I was violently ill, and got the leading role in the video that day," she said. "The camera never stops and there is no such thing as a break from filming."
She asked the legislature to begin by considering financial protections for influencer children. "I also understand that, as Utahns, we don't appreciate big government overreach," she said. "But when it comes to protecting children, it should be a bipartisan issue. The only people harmed by child influencer laws are the parents exploiting their kids."
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Does trip to see Taylor Swift have strings attached? Hax readers give advice.
She's sworn off dating. Should she accept her male friend's gift of tickets and travel to see Taylor Swift?
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-10-16

(The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: I am 54, straight, female and 100 percent *not interested* in dating or sex. Over the last couple of years, I have become close friends with a 38-year-old guy who has listened to me rant and rave about my ex-husband. He also helped me navigate a situation where another guy was hopeful that he could sway me from my path, and I had to have a very blunt conversation with him. The point being that my friend knows I am not interested in dating him -- or anyone -- at all. Ever.
Anyway, I am a huge Swiftie, and he just surprised me with tickets to see her in concert. I can only imagine that the cost was insane. It will involve us traveling together for a couple of nights (not sharing a room but sharing an Airbnb).
I am feeling very conflicted about accepting this gift for several reasons: 1) the cost; 2) that he is secretly in love with me after all; and 3) some resentment at the assumption that I would say yes (although, to be honest, I have always said that I would go if someone offered me tickets). On the other hand, he can afford this, and I would be a fool to miss this opportunity. If he were a female friend, I would accept the whole scenario without question or conflict.
So my question is: Do I have to spell it out again? Am I leading him on by accepting? Should I just trust he's a grown man and knows what he's doing and if it ends up causing him pain it's not my problem? To clarify, he is a supremely decent and kind person who would never ever "try anything" or pressure me in any way.
-- Swiftie Dilemma
Swiftie Dilemma: The key here is you think of your friendship with this man as close, but not spend hundreds (thousands?) of dollars on elaborate gifts for each other close. That's worth talking to him about.
Maybe he's so outrageously wealthy that this once-in-a-lifetime experience for you is just a thoughtful gift for a good friend to him. Maybe he also never wants to date anyone and sees you as a kindred spirit who can be his plus-one for activities. Or maybe he is making a grand romantic gesture to win you over.
I hope this grown man isn't out here reenacting pop culture cliches from teen movies, but stupider things have been done. The point is, you don't know what he's thinking with this gift, so ask him! Don't make a decision to miss out on something you'd love just because it might give some guy the wrong impression!
-- Confirm
Swiftie Dilemma: I have only respect for Taylor so my response is not intended to throw any shade on her, but your question has presented this gift as if it were some kind of holy quest. It's not. It is simply an extravagant gift. Are you in the habit of accepting extravagant gifts from people, knowing you cannot reciprocate? If you find nothing wrong with that, go ahead and take the trip and enjoy the concert. If you generally wouldn't, don't go.
You don't get to carve out any exceptions because it is a concert you otherwise wouldn't be able to attend. All this other stuff about whether the person offering the tickets is secretly hoping for a relationship with you is just your ego getting in the way. You said you were clear with him. No need then to keep going over your lack of interest in this thoughtful and generous person. That would be the height of rudeness in the face of such graciousness.
-- Gift Thoughts
Swiftie Dilemma: If you have not yet seen Taylor on the Eras Tour and you are a "huge Swiftie," then that is the most important part of this scenario. You owe it to yourself to take this opportunity to experience this epic, incredible show. The chance will never come around again! Go. Do what's right for you and stop worrying about the man.
If it turns out that he's into you, then he learns a valuable lesson about believing what women tell him. Either way, you get an invaluable experience and don't have to live with the regret of letting this chance pass you by. It's what Taylor would want.
-- Kirk in Seattle
Swiftie Dilemma: Despite what "When Harry Met Sally..." led Gen X to believe, men and women can be platonic friends. Your friend has listened to you gripe about men, knows you are not interested in dating (or more), has heard how much you love Swift and has the means to make something special happen for you.
What has he done to lead you to believe he wants more than friendship? Maybe look in the mirror and ask yourself why you believe he's expecting more than you've offered. Sounds to me like this is more about you than him.
-- Mirror
Swiftie Dilemma: As someone who has been fortunate enough to have better finances lately, I often find myself in a position to treat my friends. They don't always want me to; it's weird accepting gifts even from people you know have zero romantic motives. (I've been on the other end, too.)
But it can be amazing to be able to do expensive things and have someone special to share them with. I mean who wants to go see Taylor Swift alone? So consider giving him the gift of doing this trip with someone whose company he enjoys. Without guilt.
-- Cyn
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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McDonald's new Chicken Big Mac is a bland, beige mess
McDonald's answered consumers' call for more chicken options with a riff on its iconic burger that falls short of the competition.
By Emily Heil | 2024-10-16

McDonald's new Chicken Big Mac. (The Washington Post)


The Big Mac is unquestionably McDonald's marquee item. And in a sea of fast-food sameness, an iconic, standout product is as golden as those famous arches.
So it's understandable that the chain, when tasked with developing more chicken sandwich options to satisfy customers' insatiable hunger for white-meat burger alternatives, would look to its star player. But this strategy, which produced the new Chicken Big Mac, was about as wise as sending an MVP quarterback in to kick a clutch field goal.
To begin with, the sandwich doesn't seem like the product of much serious R & D. The younger Big Mac sibling simply swaps in chicken patties -- that resemble chicken nuggets in disc form -- for the beef ones and calls it a day. Even the name, the Chicken Big Mac, keeps the relationship to the Ur-McDonald's item clear. (At least they didn't try to get too creative here, like Burger King did with the awkward, short-lived Ch'King.)
But the concept should have given pause to the burger wizards toiling away back at McDonald's HQ in Chicago. The Chicken Big Mac is a bad idea even on paper. See, a big knock on the otherwise-delicious Big Mac has always been that its club-sandwich structure, with a third bun bisecting the layers of burgers, lettuce, sauce, onion, cheese and pickles, incorporates too much bread. So the new item, with its duo of tempura-coated chicken patties, essentially means you're staring down a sandwich with seven layers of bread.
Just getting the sandwich into one's mouth is a challenge, thanks to engineering flaws. Whereas the usual burger patties smoosh down, the crunchy chicken resists (and slides around), resulting in a messy mouthful. Which you'll probably regret anyway -- or at least I did.

The Chicken Big Mac. (The Washington Post)


Because, folks, this is one bland bird. Without the beefy minerality that burger patties lend, the overall impression here is flavorless, bready beige-ness. The chicken discs are devoid of any actual chicken taste, much like the nuggets on which they are based. But at least those childhood favorites typically get dunked in zesty barbecue or honey-mustard sauce, unlike the patties here, which have only the sweet, creamy Mac "secret" sauce (spoiler alert: It's basically Thousand Island dressing) and a few pickles to lend them any zip. The chicken version has more calories than the beef, too: 700 to the original item's 590.
And after tasting the Chicken Big Mac ($7.49 a la carte at my nearest D.C. location; 10 cents more than the regular Big Mac) and wondering why it didn't have the same pleasing balance as the original, it dawned on me -- the new sandwich doesn't include onions, which add complexity and bite. A member of McDonald's culinary team told food website the Takeout that the minced alliums were deemed unnecessary: "For this particular Chicken Big Mac, it doesn't really fit the whole flavor experience," he told the publication.
Count me unconvinced.
The chicken patties are flawed, too. They're different than the other two patties available at McDonald's -- far less seasoned than the one found in the original McChicken, and flatter and more processed than the McCrispy's, which has a discernible chicken-meat texture. While the new patties probably start out crunchy, any part of them that comes into contact with the Big Mac sauce quickly turns mushy, and bits of the breading can peel off in unappealing layers, revealing a sticky undercoat.

Left to right: Chicken patties from McDonald's McCrispy, Chicken Big Mac and McChicken sandwiches. (The Washington Post)


The Chicken Sandwich Wars among fast-food brands might have dominated headlines in 2019, but the battle has been quietly raging ever since. (Just this week, Popeyes introduced a ghost-pepper version of its wildly popular spicy sandwich.) McDonald's -- which remains the top dog in the overall fast-food category -- has been slow to the draw at every step. It tried to counter Popeyes in 2019 with an unconvincing barbecue-sauced version that was assembled from items already in its pantry. And after agitation by franchisees frustrated by a lack of a premium poultry offering that could compete with Chick-fil-A, the company in 2020 introduced a knockoff of its own, the McCrispy.
The Chicken Big Mac has been tested in the United Kingdom and in Canada, along with a limited domestic market, where it has been met with mixed reviews. It quickly sold out in the U.K., and since debuting late last week, has found some fans among American consumers. Others, like me, though, are unimpressed with this chicken-in-name-only Big Mac riff: "I literally don't taste the chicken," complained one TikTok reviewer. "Tasted like i was basically eating a bread and lettuce salad with mac sauce as dressing," a Redditor wrote.
McDonald's might be trying to capture the magic of its signature burger to compete in the ongoing poultry skirmish, but this bird clearly isn't the big gun the brand was looking for.
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Cooking chat: What are some healthy meals I can make in 5 minutes?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-10-17

Fish Fillets en Papillote. (Laura Chase de Formigny for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: A favorite restaurant adds a 3% surcharge. Why not just raise menu prices?
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-10-16
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Wrap cod in prosciutto for a sheet pan meal with layers of flavor
Prosciutto and cod make a beautiful pairing in this sheet pan dinner.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-10-16

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


I'm not sure why - maybe it's just human nature - but people tend to default to an all-or-nothing mentality when it comes to nutrition. When many of us hear that it's healthier to eat less meat, for example, our brains translate that as: Stop eating meat altogether.
If that is something you want to do, I'm all for it, but it's important to realize that you don't need to cut out meat, or any one food, to have an overall good diet.
Get the recipe: Sheet Pan Cod With Prosciutto and Green Beans
If the bulk of your plate is regularly filled with the most nourishing foods -- vegetables, fruit, beans, nuts and seeds, whole grains, seafood -- you can sprinkle in just about anything you like, here and there, and still have a healthy balance. As someone who relishes all kinds of ingredients and never wants to feel deprived, this reminder is a constant source of comfort and inspiration.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


This sheet pan dinner is a great example of how it can come together. It involves one of my favorite duos: pork and seafood. Just think about how irresistible bacon-wrapped shrimp or scallops can be. Or how a bit of chorizo in a seafood dish takes it from good to sublime.
Here, the cured pork adds savory dimension to the light, tender fish. You don't need much -- I find it helpful to think of the meat as more of a seasoning than a main ingredient. Here, prosciutto is wrapped around fillets of cod, adding flavor and beauty to the dish with very little effort.
The wrapped cod gets roasted alongside crisp green beans, sweet-savory shallots and juicy tomatoes, then sprinkled with fresh basil, for a quick yet elevated meal that's filled with the most healthful ingredients.
It's a dinner that delivers all the goodness without any regrets. That's the kind of all-or-nothing thinking I can get behind.
Get the recipe: Sheet Pan Cod With Prosciutto and Green Beans
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The 37 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Visit dozens of farms in Loudoun County, explore American food culture, or start celebrating Halloween with pumpkin carving contests or family dance parties.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-10-17
The biggest event in Washington this weekend is Howard University's homecoming, which features a free outdoor concert with special guests and an evening step show on Friday, and a parade through Shaw before Saturday's sold-out football game against Tennessee State University, not to mention dozens of related parties and events throughout the city. We have a separate guide to official and unofficial events, so we'll include only a few in this column.
This week is a big one for other events, though: Dozens of farms in Loudoun County open their doors to visitors. The National Building Museum lets "kids of all ages" try hands-on design and construction projects. The D.C. Blues Festival rocks Wunder Garten. And fall festivals and early Halloween celebrations are happening all over the place, from pumpkin decorating contests to dog-friendly gatherings to the return of Boo at the Zoo. There are dance parties for costumed kids, and movies and witchy-themed fun for adults.
Community Preview at Sandlot Howard
After creating outdoor experiences in Southwest Washington, Georgetown, Anacostia and Tysons, the next Sandlot is coming to the former CVS parking lot at the corner of Florida Avenue and Seventh Street NW -- yes, the same place where you'd get photos taken in front of backdrops of champagne bottles or a Rolls-Royce. While founder Ian Callender had hoped the interior would be finished in time for homecoming, it isn't, so he's planned an open house with food trucks and outdoor bars, "almost like a mini-tailgate" open throughout the weekend. Thursday and Friday from 4 to 8 p.m.; Saturday from noon to 10 p.m.; Sunday from noon to 8 p.m. Free.
Drunk Spelling Bee at Prima
Can you spell "bordereaux"? Okay, but can you spell it while drunk? Tickets to Prima's first Drunk Spelling Bee include one drink, but you should take advantage of the happy hour deals ($7 shots, $9 mixed drinks and $8 beers) before the competition starts. It's capped at 25 contestants, and each player gets 20 seconds to spell their word. If they spell it wrong, they're out. But if they spell it correctly, they're awarded a "Honey, I'm Buzzed" cocktail special, which ensures each round gets drunker as well as more orthographically challenging. There are prizes for the top three contestants, and the top placer gets $35 off their tab -- plus free entry to the next spelling bee. 6 p.m. $10.
Yardfest at Howard University
The non-football centerpiece of homecoming weekend, Yardfest deserves its storied musical reputation. The Notorious B.I.G., Jay-Z, Nipsey Hussle, Ludacris, CeeLo Green, Drake and Lil Uzi Vert are among the artists who've taken the stage for the free outdoor concert on Howard's quad. The tradition is to arrive early, stake out a space and stay there: Artists come out at varying times, and you're never sure who will be next -- especially if there's a guest appearance, a la Drake in 2012. The lineup traditionally leaks onto social media on Friday morning. Noon. Free.
Boo at the Zoo at the National Zoo
The National Zoo's beloved family-friendly Halloween event Boo at the Zoo invites dressed-up kids to fill souvenir tote bags with candy and goodies from 30 trick-or-treat stations placed around the grounds. But kids aren't the only ones who look forward to treats on Halloween: Watch as zoo animals play with jack-o'-lanterns and other spooky holiday-themed enrichment activities during the festivities. Boo at the Zoo visitors will also get after-hours access to the Elephant Community Center, Small Mammal House and Reptile Discovery Center, and there will be plenty of photo ops for cute costume pics. Just remember: Kids won't get to see the pandas -- they're in quarantine after arriving from China on Tuesday -- and Saturday night tickets are already sold out, so move quickly if you want to attend. Friday and Sunday from 6 to 8:30 p.m., with early admission at 5 p.m. for zoo members. Saturday sold out. $25 members; $35 nonmembers. Parking passes sold out.
Food History Weekend at the National Museum of American History
Listening to food podcasts or watching viral recipe TikToks and reels can be fun. But who could pass up the chance to hear and learn from legendary chefs in person? The National Museum of American History's annual Food History Weekend offers a chance to delve into cultural issues surrounding food, including a lesson from historian and cookbook author Toni Tipton-Martin on hibiscus tea, its roots in Jamaica and its role in Juneteenth celebrations and a talk from Grace Young, the food writer who will discuss her efforts to preserve Chinatowns across the county. The centerpiece event is a Friday discussion with trailblazer Alice Waters, the recipient of this year's Julia Child Award, and "Sioux Chef" Sean Sherman about honoring food traditions and culture. And because this is taking place at the Smithsonian, expect a fair dose of history, including a Saturday talk about the secrets of Julia Child's kitchen and a chance to see rare objects from the museum's collection. All events are free, but reservations are required. Friday and Saturday. Free.
Open Doors Festival
The two-day Open Doors Festival showcases the work of local artists with disabilities, with events happening at both the Kennedy Center and downtown at Woolly Mammoth. The event, founded by Open Circle Theatre, begins with an evening of performances at the Kennedy Center's Millennium Stage on Friday. On Saturday afternoon, Woolly Mammoth will host a spate of activities that stretch into the night, including an arts market, a visual arts installation, panel discussions, workshops, performances and a community arts project. Friday at 6 p.m. and Saturday from 1 to 10:30 p.m. Free tickets are available separately from the Kennedy Center and Woolly Mammoth.
HU Family Reunion at Metrobar
Bring the whole family to Metrobar for an outdoor Howard homecoming party with games; music from the Legendary Chris Washington, DJ C. DeVone and DJ P Knock; a dedicated family area; food trucks; and multiple bars, including one inside a converted Metro railcar. Children are allowed until 8 p.m. 3:30 p.m. to midnight. Free.
Chonkfest at Bark Social
The pitch from Pike and Rose dog-park-meets-beer-garden Bark Social: "Lose yourself in a delightful haunt surrounded by an ocean of adorable dogs, each one dressed to impress in their spookiest or silliest Halloween attire." Sold, right? The first Chonkfest was so popular that Bark Social is selling tickets for three-hour blocks throughout the weekend. (Look closely, as some are already sold out.) You don't need a dog to attend, and you'll find attractions like photo booths, dog caricature artists, DJs, and food and drinks for both humans and canines. Dog tickets include a bandanna and a pumpkin. Friday at 6 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday at 9 a.m., 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. $45-$65; free for ages 12 and younger.
'Practical Magic' screening at the Boro
What's a "Practical Magic" screening without midnight margaritas? Tysons's luxury apartment and business community is hosting a movie night featuring palm reading and crafter pop-ups with soaps and lotions (unfortunately, not potions). Bundle up, bring a lawn chair or blanket, and sip on a complimentary Owens-sisters-inspired cocktail. Registration is encouraged. 7 to 9 p.m. Free.
Witches Halloween Party at Dew Drop Inn
This Brookland bar hosts witchy events year round, so naturally, Halloween here is a big deal. Come in your finest witch attire for an evening featuring a Halloween ritual, spell casting, astrology and tarot readings, spooky crafts, and dancing. 7 p.m. Free.
Halloween Cover Show at Slash Run
Rock bands dressing up and performing as/skewering their favorite bands is a long-running tradition in D.C. -- miss you, Run for Cover -- and there's no better time for these tribute acts than Halloween. Head to Slash Run for a quadruple bill that includes Electric Funeral honoring Black Sabbath, and the intriguing-sounding Operation Ivy League. 7:30 p.m. $15 (cash only).
Howard Homecoming Parade
Marching bands, dance troupes, show cars, floats, celebrity guests and homecoming royalty all feature in the annual pregame parade through Shaw, which starts on Sixth Street NW between Howard Place and Fairmont Street and proceeds on Georgia Avenue and Florida Avenue before ending back at Fourth Street and Howard Place. 10 a.m. to noon. Free.
Loudoun Fall Farm Tour
You can have a quintessential day on the farm picking pumpkins or eating ice cream from a working dairy farm during the Loudoun Fall Farm Tour, when nearly 40 properties across this Virginia agricultural destination open to the public for the weekend. The free annual event also shows off nontraditional farming operations happening in Loudoun: You can meet mushroom, lavender, hemp and garlic growers. There are also opportunities to interact with animals, like riding a donkey ($10-$11) at Donkey Meadows Safe Haven or petting an alpaca at Double 8 Alpaca & Llama Ranch. New stops this year include Blackwood Manor Farms (a horse farm where you can pick your own flowers); roadside produce stand Farmer John's Market; and the newly opened Farm de Vine winery, which features peaceful mountain views. Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free; some activities or tastings may have a fee.
Kids Euro Fest at Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library
The countries of the European Union converge in downtown D.C. for a whirlwind family "vacation" during Kids Euro Fest, a long-running festival packed with performances, crafts, workshops and celebrations of European culture. This year, all the action is centered at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library on a single Saturday afternoon, instead of events being held at embassies all over town. Registration is required to join in the fun, scheduled for little ones ages 4 to 10. The event's theme is sustainability, which translates to activities like kids creating giant wings out of recycled materials with a Portuguese artist or making acorn crafts at the Estonian display. Entertainment includes music from Austrian children's songwriter Bernhard Fibich and a show by Dutch Algerian mime artist Hakim. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free; online registration required.
The Big Build at National Building Museum
The National Building Museum's annual celebration of design and construction is billed as being for "kids of all ages," because, let's face it: You're never too old to want (or need) to learn about wiring lights, hammering nails or pouring concrete. Kids can build houses and try woodworking; adults can ask questions of roofers, plumbers and other experts. Everyone can use real tools during hands-on activities, and get up close to cranes and other equipment parked in front of the museum in Judiciary Square. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Oxon Hill Farm Fall Festival
Decorate a pumpkin, take a watercolor painting class, watch a sheepdog herding class and explore the National Park Service's Oxon Hill Farm during this free family event. Kids can learn about go-go rhythms during a performance by the Uncle Devin Show, or boogie during a hands-on drum circle experience. Mariachi Los Amigos provides traditional Mexican tunes, and Larry Dennis and the Wild Rice Band play soul and blues. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Georgetown Fall Market
Fans of Georgetown's springtime French Market will recognize some of the deals and activities the neighborhood is offering during its other seasonal festival. In the Chase Bank lot, you'll find stands by the Preppy Pretzel, Carpe Librum (selling books for $6 and under) and more, while other retailers line upper and lower Wisconsin Avenue NW and shops around town offer discounts on food, crafts and home goods. Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Kennedy Center Harvest Day
The Kennedy Center is home base for arts lovers, but foodies, gardeners and cooks are the target audience for Harvest Day on the campus's Reach plaza. This outdoor festival, in partnership with local nonprofit Freshfarm, includes a market stocked with cookbooks from Mount Pleasant bookstore Bold Fork Books, flowers from Maryland florist Flowers by Flores and honey from DMV company BannerBee. You'll find food trucks and live music from bands the Sweater Set and Chuck Darwin & the Knuckle Draggers on the plaza, as well as family-friendly activities related to the local food system. Try regional apple varieties, see red wrigger worms in action in a vermicomposting system, make your own herbal tea, grind wheat berries into flour and learn when Washington-area produce is in season. 10 a.m. Free.
Spooky Pooch Howl-o-Ween at Hillwood Museum and Gardens
Hillwood Estate owner Marjorie Merriweather Post loved dogs throughout her life and created a dog cemetery on Hillwood's grounds to remember her four-legged companions. The annual Spooky Pooch Howl-o-Ween is a tribute to Post and her pets, allowing dogs to explore the 25 acres of gardens and participate in a costume contest, which features prizes in categories like "most glamorous" and "best owner and dog combination costume." There are signature cocktails for adults, and dog treats for canines. 4 to 6 p.m. $8-$13 adults; $5 ages 6 to 18; free for ages 5 and younger.
Spooky Hey! Ho! Let's Go! at Juneberry Garage
"Hey! Ho! Let's Go!" was founded as a children's dance party for parents who want to "introduce your kid to good music and hang out at a bar you frequented before you had a kid." This means blasting the Ramones or Olivia Rodrigo for kids to jump up and down to instead of Raffi or the Wiggles. The target audience is between 2 and 8 years old, and costumes are strongly encouraged. Attendees receive free candy and treats like spider rings. After hosting previous editions at DC9, the founders are moving this party out to the Juneberry Garage, the new beer garden at the Parks at Walter Reed from the owners of Ivy and Coney and Midlands Beer Garden. RSVPs are essential, as this free event does sell out. 4 to 6 p.m. Free.
DC Wine Fest at Dock 5
Try pours from about three dozen local and national wineries at the warehouse directly above Union Market. Entry is timed at two hours (or, for an extra $20, three hours) when you can listen to live music; try crab cakes, pickles and cheeses from local vendors; and learn about wine making from the brands themselves. General admission sessions at 1, 4:30 and 8 p.m. $35-$59.
Harvest Party at Primrose
Mid-Atlantic wine and cider producers take center stage at Primrose's Harvest Party, including Old Westminster, Troddenvale and Lightwell Survey -- the small-batch Virginia winery that counts Primrose co-founder Sebastian Zutant as one of its founders. Hear from wine and cider makers about their techniques, and sample their products paired with local meats and vegetables. 6 p.m. $136.36.
Balkan Chestnut Festival at Wyoming Farm
In between dancing to Balkan music and enjoying authentic Balkan snacks and drinks, spend the afternoon wandering Clinton's Wyoming Farm in search of fallen chestnuts under the autumn leaves. Admission to the farm's annual Balkan Chestnut Festival includes a chance to pick your own chestnuts to take home from the orchards. The ticket price for this celebration of Balkan culture includes guided tours, wine samples and live music from four bands, including headliner Zlatne Uste Balkan Brass Band. Food will be available for purchase, prepared by St. Luke Serbian Orthodox Church in D.C. and sourced from Rockville's MezeHub. 1 to 5 p.m. $35-$45; free for children under 12.
Adams Morgan Apple Festival
Fan of apple pie? Sample varieties of heirloom apples from Licking Creek Bend Farm in front of the Line hotel in Adams Morgan, or pick up pies to go. Sixteen local bakers are bringing pies for a competition judged by local celebrities and foodies. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free.
Anita Velveeta at Quarry House Tavern
Anita Velveeta is a shining, if extreme, example of the post-genre mode in which most young artists operate. After a 2020 debut, "What Do Dogs See When They Have a Flashback?," that sounded like a video game playing in her own head, the Minneapolis-based pop weirdo dabbled in country, pop, electronica and beyond, often in the same song. Last year's "I Saw the Devil in Portland Oregon" ironed out some of that eccentricity but left a more laser-focused, guitar-driven punk attack in its place. Standout single "Terfs Will Not Get Into Heaven" takes aim at an anti-trans "coven of only fake tear hags," screaming, "This is such a nightmare/ I am so afraid/ I just want a future/ Don't let this be our grave." 9:30 p.m. $15.
D.C. Blues Festival at Wunder Garten
Since 1987, the D.C. Blues Society has kept the flame of the blues alive in Washington. Beyond monthly jam sessions and happy hours, the highlight is the annual D.C. Blues Festival, now in its 34th year. The lineup at the Wunder Garten beer garden in NoMa is a mix of local talent, such as the rootsy roadhouse blues of Johnny and the Headhunters, and the blistering guitar of Harlem-born headliner Solomon Hicks. This year is a special one, with a tribute to local harmonica legend Phil Wiggins, who died in May, featuring fellow harmonica ace Geoff Seals. 1 to 7 p.m. Free.
Howard Homecoming: Kegs and Eggs VII at Metrobar
This is a true block party at Metrobar: The street that runs between the Metro-themed beer garden and the Alamo Drafthouse Cinema is being closed to make more room to party. Local Black-owned beer brand Soul Mega is the sponsor. While the venue's website says tickets are "sold out," entry is based on capacity, not RSVPs. Early arrival is strongly suggested. 1 p.m. to midnight. Free.
Rumpus Room Family Dance Party at Hi-Lawn
You may have heard DJs Marc Meistro and Steven Faith spinning at Eighteenth Street Lounge, the Black Cat or Wonderland Ballroom, but at this semiregular party, they're targeting an audience that's not quite old enough to get into those hot spots. The family-friendly Rumpus Room launched back in 2017, and its annual Halloween parties at Hi-Lawn at Union Market have proved popular, with costumed kids bopping to '80s hits, bouncy pop songs and classic rock. The DJs say this party is most appropriate for children age 10 and under; no adults without children will be admitted. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. $10; free for non-walking babies.
NiHao AAPI Food, Art and Culture Happy Hour with Erik Bruner-Yang
NiHao Arlington, one of prolific restaurateur Peter Chang's newest restaurants, hosts a happy hour each month with a notable guest from the Asian American and Pacific Islander community. In October, fellow D.C. chef Erik Bruner-Yang of Maketto (and new bar Providencia) is the guest of honor at this National Landing outpost. He'll join forces with Chang to whip up a menu of complimentary canapes, and happy hour revelers also receive deals on drinks, including NiHao's new spicy cocktail list. The event is free to attend but requires an RSVP online. 4 to 6 p.m. Free.
Pumpkin' That at City-State Brewing
Because nothing goes together like beer and sharp objects, there are two options for getting festive during this sapphic pumpkin decorating party at City-State Brewing's taproom: You can carve a gourd, or you can opt to paint it and avoid carving tools altogether. Whatever feels right. 2 to 5 p.m. $7.99 if you bring your own pumpkin; $14.99 for materials and pumpkin.
Books & Booze at Red Derby
Lost City Books and Loyalty Bookstores return to the Petworth dive to create the elementary school book fair of your childhood -- but this time, with booze. Each ticket includes a drink from local distiller Chacho, plus access to favorite picks from the booksellers. Proceeds from the ticket sales benefit the American Library Association to fight book bans. 6 to 9 p.m. $10.
Laurie Berkner Band at George Mason Center for the Arts
If the lyric "We are the dinosaurs, marching, marching" is on a constant loop in your head, you probably are the parent of a little Laurie Berkner Band fan. Bona fide "kindie" rock star Laurie Berkner is huge among the preschool set, and she'll make a stop in the area with a show at George Mason's Center for the Arts. In addition to silly favorites like "We Are the Dinosaurs" and "The Goldfish (Let's Go Swimming)," the timing is perfect for music from the band's new album, "A Laurie Berkner Halloween." 3 p.m. $35-$45.
Washington Master Chorale at St. Ann's Catholic Church
The local chorus returns for its 15th season with a performance called "I, Too, Sing America," which features music from across the country that celebrates composers of color. Hear a new commissioned work by Juilliard School graduate Shavon Lloyd inspired by a Harlem Renaissance poet, plus works by living composers Reena Esmail, Zanaida Robles, Adolphus Hailstork and Marques L.A. Garrett. Sunday's performance is followed by a discussion. Sunday at 3 p.m.; Monday at 6 p.m. $10-$60.
Best Baguette in D.C. Competition at the Embassy of France
For more than three decades, Parisian bakeries have competed for the top honor of the Grand Prix de la baguette: being named the best baguette in the City of Light. (More than 170 entered this year, per Food and Wine.) Now the competition has come to Washington, with a field of bakeries including Bread Alley, Seylou and Fresh Baguette vying for the honor of top baguette in D.C. The finals, naturally, are being held at the French Embassy, where the public can taste each offering alongside a panel of judges, and vote for their favorites. Tickets include a buffet of charcuterie and cheese and one glass of wine in addition to bread and pastries. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. $30.
Aoife O'Donovan at the Kennedy Center
The indie-folk singer is joined by a choir of more than 100 girls from Young Artists of America, Children's Chorus of Washington and Fairfax High School Bel Canto on this performance of her latest album, which explores a century of women's rights movements. Also on the bill is Bonny Light Horseman, performing orchestral arrangements by Bryce Dessner -- including two world premieres. 8 p.m. $33-$91.
Scary Movie Trivia at Lulu's Winegarden
How well do you know your horror movie tropes? Can you name the first person to be killed in famous slasher films? Do you know your Leatherface from your Michael Myers? Then you'll want to be at Lulu's, where "Scary Movies" is the theme of the weekly trivia night. (Sorry, you'll have to wait until next week for "Bravo-ween.") Sparking wine, Aperol spritzes and beer are 10 percent off during the game. 7 to 9 p.m. Free; RSVPs encouraged.
'It's the Great Pumpkin, Carving Contest' at Snappy's Small Bar
Will a "Peanuts"-themed design win the first pumpkin carving contest at Snappy's, the Petworth bar home to a Snoopy-themed bathroom? Maybe! A $20 entry fee -- RSVPs available through the bar's Instagram page -- includes a pumpkin, decorating tools, and a beer-and-a-shot combo. Pick up your pumpkin at 6 p.m.; the contest ends with judging at 10 p.m. Don't want to carve your own? Get a ticket good for one vote every time you buy a drink. Winners receive bar credits and merch. 6 to 10 p.m. $20 to participate; free to watch.
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'We Live in Time': Garfield and Pugh in a sadly familiar love story
The two stars can't overcome this film's timid, time-hopping marriage story.
By Ty Burr | 2024-10-17

Florence Pugh and Andrew Garfield in "We Live in Time." (Peter Mountain/A24)


"We Live in Time" belongs to a hardy, much-loved and critically maligned movie subtype, the Dying Lover Romantic Weepie -- a genre so generic that the most famous example is literally titled "Love Story." That was more than 50 years ago, and we as a society have evolved to the point that heroines no longer die of what Roger Ebert once called "Ali MacGraw's Syndrome" and the rest of us just refer to as Mysterious Movie Wasting Disease.
No, in "We Live in Time," the diagnosis, delivered early on, is as horribly specific -- ovarian cancer -- as the film itself is oddly mild. Written by Nick Payne ("The Last Letter From Your Lover") and directed by John Crowley ("Brooklyn"), it's a time-hopping marriage story that seems to want to wring our tears but is too timid or tasteful to really do so. There is one fresh narrative idea here, but it takes forever to get to it.
One reason we go to the movies, of course, is to watch attractive people and have a good cry, and "Time" at least fulfills the first part of the bargain. Andrew Garfield plays Tobias and Florence Pugh plays Almut, and because this is a British production, the two actors get to keep their accents. Tobias does something for a living that's mentioned once or twice and promptly forgotten because it's not important to the story, but Almut is a talented and fiercely ambitious London chef, which makes "We Live in Time" a little like "The Bear," if Carmy had a terminal illness. (Almut's specialty is Bavarian fusion, and if there's a joke in there, the movie doesn't make it.)
The film jumps around in their relationship, slicing and dicing their moments as a couple for no real reason other than that linear chronology would make the story one long trudge to the grave. Screenwriter Payne comes up with one of the more spectacularly violent meet-cutes in recent movie memory -- kids, do not try this at home -- and, not too much later, a rush-to-the-hospital childbirth scene with some of the film's most relatable laughs. Tobias also has to embarrassingly proclaim his love for Almut in front of a crowd because this is legally required of all British romantic movies under the Hugh Grant Statute of 1999.

Florence Pugh plays Almut, a talented and fiercely ambitious London chef, in "We Live in Time." (Peter Mountain/A24)


The stages of Almut's cancer are presented to us piecemeal and out of sequence, too, perhaps to underscore the character's stoicism, which Pugh conveys very well, while downplaying the panic, which she signals in more subtle ways. Early on, it's made clear that Almut is opting to refuse a second round of chemotherapy and allow the disease to progress, which Tobias accepts tearfully and rather easily. The film gives her a bevy of interesting restaurant friends, played by interesting actors such as Aoife Hinds (daughter of Ciaran) and newcomer Lee Braithwaite as Almut's faithful sous chef; Tobias has none and in fact behaves with such inhuman forbearance that a viewer finally realizes the movie isn't about him or, indeed, the couple.
Instead, "We Live in Time" turns out to be a movie about a woman choosing between her family and her career with an oncological gun pointed at her head. Almut learns she has been tapped to represent England in the prestigious Bocuse d'Or gastronomic competition, which she embarks on while somehow keeping it secret from Tobias and their adorable, perfectly behaved little daughter Ella (Grace Delaney). Why the subterfuge? Aside from guilt, it's never clear, other than to gin up conflict in a story that seems resistant to it. In any event, Pugh uses her expressive eyes and ardent, intelligent sensibilities to paint a touching if underdeveloped portrait of an artist desperate to leave her mark before being rushed too soon from the show.
This all unfolds with a minimum of medical unpleasantness and a gently weepy score, heavy on the minor chords, by Bryce Dessner of the rock band the National. His music, tender and discreet and bloodless, is of a piece with the film. At the promotional screening I attended, packets of tissues were handed out to the audience of mostly young women with the implied promise that they would be sobbing. By the muted final scenes of "We Live in Time," that audience seemed sad, puzzled and largely un-verklempt at a movie whose message appeared to be "Love means never having to say you're dying."
R. At area theaters. Contains language, sexuality and nudity. 107 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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'Rumours': It's the end of the world, and Guy Maddin feels fine
Cate Blanchett and Alicia Vikander star in the filmmaker's latest loopy political comedy.
By Ty Burr | 2024-10-17

Cate Blanchett and Roy Dupuis in "Rumours." (Bleecker Street)


"Rumours" is an unexpected development in the career of Canadian filmmaking maverick Guy Maddin: It almost looks like a normal movie. Don't be fooled.
Collaborating for the second time with co-directors Evan and Galen Johnson (the trio combined to helm "The Green Fog" in 2017), Maddin delivers a disarmingly gonzo absurdist comedy about Western world leaders lost in the woods, figuratively and literally. It's good enough that you wish it were perfect.
Maddin's previous films, including "The Saddest Music in the World" (2003), "My Winnipeg" (2007) and "The Forbidden Room" (2015, co-directed by Evan Johnson), inhabit a wonderful netherland of early-cinema surrealism, with black-and-white cinematography and silent-movie techniques used to tell tales of woeful melodramatic excess. His works are majestically out of time, whereas "Rumours" is filmed in color, takes place today -- or perhaps the day after today -- and features bona fide movie stars.
Yes, that's Cate Blanchett as German Chancellor Hilda Ortmann, hosting the annual Group of Seven conference at a secluded sylvan retreat, and there's Charles Dance -- the former Tywin Lannister of "Game of Thrones" -- as aging American President Edison Wolcott. Nikki Amuka-Bird plays a finicky British prime minister and Denis Menochet a blustery president of France. There's a genial little idiot of an Italian PM played by Rolando Ravello, Takehiro Hira as Japan's leader, and Roy Dupuis as Maxime Laplace, a horny, neurotic prime minister of Canada with a man bun.
These seven have gathered at a picturesque gazebo away from the main house, ostensibly to discuss treaties, the world economy and an unspecified global crisis that demands a provisional statement from the G-7. The characters get to work on this last item as if it were a school project, dividing up into teams and dithering interminably. At a certain point, it becomes apparent that they have been abandoned by their respective retinues and enablers and that some kind of apocalypse is unfolding just over the horizon.
Does what's happening have anything to do with the 2,000-year-old bodies of Iron Age bog men that have been excavated near the meeting site and that seem to have come back to life to stalk the nighttime woods? Is there something even more unthinkable lurking at the center of the forest? "Rumours" slowly becomes the kind of experience willing to subject its polite, well-groomed professional politicians to all sorts of film genres, the more disreputable the better.

Roy Dupuis, Rolando Ravello, Charles Dance, Cate Blanchett, Denis Menochet, Nikki Amuka-Bird and Takehiro Hira in "Rumours." (Bleecker Street)


Maddin and the Johnson brothers drolly chart the meltdown of diplomatic tact and international comity in the face of the unknown and the ridiculous. The joke of the charade is that there's not far to go. The Canadian PM is having/has had affairs with the leaders of England and Germany and the secretary general of the European Commission (Alicia Vikander), who is found wandering near the Horrible Thing speaking of "a black storm coming" in an unknown tongue that turns out to be Swedish.
The American president has a habit of falling asleep while dictating speeches and mulling at length over his legacy. ("I should like to have been assassinated. Too late for that now, I suppose.") He also speaks in a British accent for reasons that are commented on but never resolved.
"Rumours" is too slap-happy to function as the fine-tuned political satire one might want it to be, and too often the gags hit a nonsensical dead end. Kristian Eidnes Andersen's stormy musical score seems a holdover from earlier Maddin films and doesn't sit well with this one's semi-naturalism; it's too obviously parodic. But the cast has a ball playing empty suits coming apart at the end of the world, the filmmakers don't throw away a single idea and the dialogue is often laugh-out-loud funny in its straight-faced weirdness. A scene in which the characters try to figure out whether an incoming text message is from a child in need of help or an AI bot trained to catch pedophiles is a master class in comic double talk.
I'd like to think someone came up with "Rumours" by imagining an episode of "Lost" starring Angela Merkel, Silvio Berlusconi, Joe Biden, Emmanuel Macron, Justin Trudeau, Margaret Thatcher and Shigeru Ishiba. Perhaps with a little pharmaceutical help, although Maddin has always seemed to march to his own unique brain chemistry.
It's the kind of movie where you appreciate the parts that work and forgive the rest, from the deadpan opening credits, with thanks to "the G-7 leaders for their support and consultation during the making of this film," to the parting present the German chancellor hands out to each of her fellow world leaders: a gift bag with a suicide pill inside. You won't find a better description of "Rumours" than that.
R. At area theaters. Contains some sexual content, partial nudity and violent content. 103 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-10-16

The "Capital Brutalism" exhibit is on view at the National Building Museum through Feb. 17. (National Building Museum)


The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER
Eight exhibitions are on view through Dec. 8: "Ralph Steadman: And Another Thing," "Joseph Holston: Call and Response," "Endless Transformations: The Alchemy of Connie Imboden," "Faces of the Republican Party," "New American Landscapes," "Mira Hecht: In the Center Thereof Rose a Fountain," "Pegan Brooke: Flux II, Light on Water," and "A Sight to Behold: The Corcoran Legacy Collection of Nineteenth and Early Twentieth-Century American Landscape Paintings." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
*ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY MUSEUM
"A Bold and Beautiful Vision: A Century of Black Arts Education in Washington, DC, 1900-2000," through March 2. Artifacts and original artworks highlight this exhibition honoring African American artist-educators. 1901 Fort Pl. SE. anacostia.si.edu
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DUMBARTON OAKS
"Striking Designs: Communicating Through Coins," through May 31. An exploration of how the Roman and Byzantine Empire used money to spread ideology.
"The White House," through June. This installation by Colombian artist Santiago Montoya features 12 houses of varying sizes -- 11 made of coal and one made of white chocolate. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
* FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY
"Imprints in Time," through Jan. 5. This display features rare books and manuscripts from the eclectic collection of Stuart and Mimi Rose. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM
"Irresistible: The Global Patterns of Ikat," through Dec. 21. Ikat textiles from nations around the world are on display in this celebration of the ancient resist-dyeing technique.
"Art Uncovered: Visionary Textile Scholars and Their Archives," through April 5. A global selection of letters, photos and more from the Arthur D. Jenkins Library's archives.
"A Tale of Two Houses," through May 17. An exploration of two houses central to D.C. history: the Woodhull House in Foggy Bottom and George Hewitt Myers's Kalorama residence. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through April 20. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization.
"Osgemeos: Endless Story," through Aug. 3. This full-floor presentation tracks the collaboration and artistic trajectory of Brazilian identical twins Gustavo and Otavio Pandolfo.
"Basquiat x Banksy," through Oct. 26, 2025. The exhibition of two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDENS
"Fragile Beauty: Art of the Ocean," through Jan. 5. This exhibition includes works that evoke the water, as well as pieces created with oceanic materials. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
"Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through December 2025. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE
"Sacred Words: Revealing the Earliest Hebrew Book," through Jan. 12. The oldest known Hebrew book, featuring Sabbath morning prayers and liturgical poems, is on display.
"Billy Graham's Canvas Cathedral," through Jan. 26. A reflection on Billy Graham's evangelistic campaigns in the late 1940s.
"The Megiddo Mosaic: Foundations of Faith," through July 6. This interactive exhibit showcases an ancient mosaic floor discovered by archaeologists in 2005. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM
"Power & Light: Russell Lee's Coal Survey," through Dec. 7, 2025. A display of more than 200 images of coal communities from American documentary photographer Russell Lee. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM
"Capital Brutalism," through Feb. 17. An exploration of the Metro system and seven D.C. buildings designed in the polarizing brutalist style.
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Southwestern Pennsylvania," through March 17. This exhibition shines a light on projects the architect designed for the region from the 1930s through the 1950s.
"Brick City," through spring. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," through 2025. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
"Gordon Parks: Camera Portraits From the Corcoran Collection," through Jan. 12. A display of 25 portraits taken by groundbreaking photographer Gordon Parks between 1941 and 1970.
"In the Library: Life in the Impressionists' Paris," through Jan. 17. A selection of some 40 photographs and prints capturing the art scene in late 19th-century Paris.
"Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment," through Jan. 19. A presentation of 130 works, including paintings from Paul Cezanne, Claude Monet and Camille Pissarro, examines impressionism's origins.
"Spirit & Strength: Modern Art From Haiti," through March 9. Haiti's significance to the African diaspora is put on display in this exhibition featuring 21 recently gifted works. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE
"Reclaiming My Time," through February. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART
"From the Deep: In the Wake of Drexciya With Ayana V. Jackson," through Jan. 6. Artist Ayana V. Jackson uses animation, immersive video, installation, sound and scent in an exhibition inspired by the 1990s techno band Drexciya, whose albums imagined a mythical aquatopia populated by descendants of pregnant African women thrown (or who jumped) overboard into the Atlantic during the Middle Passage.
"Bruce Onobrakpeya: The Mask and the Cross," through Jan. 21. A showcase of Nigerian sculptor and printmaker Bruce Onobrakpeya's earliest commissions from the late 1960s.
"John Akomfrah: Five Murmurations," on long-term view. The Ghanaian-born, London-based artist and filmmaker addresses the covid-19 pandemic, the murder of George Floyd and the worldwide protests in support of Black Lives Matter in this visual essay of our times. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY
"Forensic Science on Trial," through June. An exhibition breaking down how forensic science has been used in more than 150 years of trials.
"Presente! A Latino History of the United States." The Molina Family Latino Gallery is the first gallery space of the new National Museum of the American Latino; it tells U.S. history from the perspective of members of the diverse Latino community and covers themes such as immigration, identity and legacy. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN
"Sublime Light: Tapestry Art of DY Begay," through July 13. The first retrospective of the Navajo fiber artist's career features 48 tapestries spanning three decades of work.
"Unbound: Narrative Art of the Plains," through Jan. 20, 2026. Historical hides, muslins and ledger books from the Great Plains are presented alongside 50 contemporary works commissioned by the museum. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART
"An Epic of Kings: The Great Mongol Shahnama," through Jan. 12. An exhibition featuring 25 folios from the Shahnama, the celebrated medieval Persian manuscript.
"Striking Objects: Contemporary Japanese Metalwork," through Jan. 11, 2026. Works from the collection of Shirley Z. Johnson highlight the ways in which modern Japanese metalworking is used in traditional methods. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
"Lights Out: Recovering Our Night Sky," through December 2025. Photographs, objects, models and interactive elements are used to explore the effects of light pollution.
"Dazzling Diversity," through Dec. 16, 2025. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through 2026. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS
"Hung Liu: Making History," through Sunday. Paintings and prints by an artist who lived through Mao Zedong's totalitarian regime during the Cultural Revolution before immigrating to the United States.
"Suchitra Mattai: Myth From Matter," through Jan. 12. An exhibition pairing the Guyanese-born artist's recent work, including mixed media and sculpture, with objects sourced from D.C. collections.
"In Focus: Artists at Work," through April 20. Video documentaries explore the creative processes of eight contemporary artists. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
"Brilliant Exiles: American Women in Paris, 1900-1939," through Feb. 23. An exhibition highlighting the feats of 60 American women who traversed the Atlantic in the early 20th century in pursuit of creative freedom.
"This Morning, This Evening, So Soon: James Baldwin and the Voices of Queer Resistance," through April 20. Curated by Pulitzer Prize-winning writer Hilton Als, this collection explores the interconnected lives of Baldwin, Lorraine Hansberry, Bayard Rustin and other queer civil rights activists.
"Picturing the Presidents: Daguerreotypes and Ambrotypes from the National Portrait Gallery's Collection," through June 8. This exhibition features photographs of 11 U.S. presidents.
"Felix Gonzalez-Torres: Always to Return," through July 6. The artist's work is presented in D.C. for the first time in more than 30 years, with a focus on his groundbreaking portraiture.
"Recent Acquisitions," through Oct. 26, 2025. This display showcases 21 additions to the museum's collection, all representing female subjects or made by women. Subjects include singer Beyonce Knowles-Carter, Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writer Octavia Butler and actress Greta Garbo.
"Star Power: Photographs From Hollywood's Golden Age by George Hurrell," through Jan. 4, 2026. This exhibition highlights the work of Hurrell, a Hollywood photographer whose portraits captured the likes of Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy and Joan Crawford. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
*NATIONAL POSTAL MUSEUM
"Baseball: America's Home Run," through Jan. 5. This exhibition dives into the surprising ways baseball and postal history have intersected since the early 20th century.
"Voting by Mail: Civil War to Covid-19," through Feb. 23. This election year exhibition features objects spanning three centuries that have been used to help U.S. citizens vote by mail. 2 Massachusetts Ave. NE. postalmuseum.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION
"Where We Meet," through Nov. 10. An installation unifying works from the Phillips Collection and the Howard University Gallery of Art. 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY
"Subversive, Skilled, Sublime: Fiber Art by Women," through Jan. 5. Works of cotton, wool, polyester and silk are presented in an exhibition that considers an alternative history of American art.
"Contemporary Craft at the Renwick Gallery," ongoing. More than 100 works composed of fiber, ceramics, glass, metal, wood and other materials showcase handmade art of the 21st century.
"Janet Echelman's 1.8 Renwick," ongoing. The American sculptor's fiber and lighting installation projects shadow drawings in colors that move from wall to wall. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM
"Artist to Artist," through May 18. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Sightlines: Chinatown and Beyond," through Nov. 30, 2025. This gallery overlooking D.C.'s Chinatown neighborhood highlights Asian Americans' cultural impact on the nation's capital.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through 2026. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu
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At the Met, Golijov's 'Ainadamar' paints a dreamlike portrait of Lorca
Angel Blue and Daniela Mack star in Deborah Corker's poetic vision of Osvaldo Golijov's operatic homage to Federico Garcia Lorca.
By Michael Andor Brodeur | 2024-10-16

Angel Blue as Margarita Xirgu and Elena Villalon (background, right) as Nuria in the Metropolitan Opera's production of Golijov's "Ainadamar." (Marty Sohl/Metropolitan Opera)


NEW YORK -- Right around the halfway mark of "Ainadamar" -- Osvaldo Golijov's 2003 "opera in three images" -- the Spanish poet Federico Garcia Lorca (sung as a trouser role by mezzo-soprano Daniela Mack) offers a declaration of desire: "Quiero cantar entre las explosiones!" -- i.e. "I want to sing amid the explosions!"
It's a line that glows hot like the filament of a lightbulb, at once a metaphor for Lorca's poetry -- which wielded its beauty as a weapon of resistance against the unspeakable horrors of fascism -- and for director Deborah Colker's intensely visual, visceral vision of Lorca's life and death.
"Ainadamar" recounts the story of the 20th-century Spanish poet -- assassinated by Nationalist forces in 1936 for his outspoken socialist politics and homosexuality -- through the overlapping memories of the Catalan actress Margarita Xirgu, sung on Tuesday night by soprano Angel Blue. (Soprano Gabriella Reyes will sing the role on Oct. 30.) Xirgu frequently performed the titular 19th-century Spanish liberalist heroine of Lorca's play "Mariana Pineda," a defiant spirit that seems to hover above the opera (and materializes in the blood staining the dress Xirgu wears to play her).
Conveyed in "three images" rather than acts, and performed in a concentrated, relentlessly whirling 90 minutes, "Ainadamar" achieves and sustains its dreamlike feel thanks to Colker's deft combination of meticulous detail, poetic freedom and constant motion.

A scene from the Metropolitan Opera's production of "Ainadamar." (Marty Sohl/Metropolitan Opera)


The curtain raises to reveal a lone Flamenco dancer (Isaac Tovar), bathed in a single spotlight and encircled by a curtain of long translucent strings. Jon Bausor's multifunctional set is designed to evoke the "fountain of tears" alluded to in the title, but also serve as a screen for projections. It's an early announcement of the primacy of dance in the piece, enhanced by the sensual designs of Flamenco choreographer Antonio Najarro.
Blue was a magnificent Margarita -- her voice light, bright and full -- though convincingly frayed and fraught with grief. Her aria in the first "image" ("Mariana, tu cuello") was strikingly beautiful, her voice a lovely counterpart to the powerful young soprano Elena Villalon, who sang Margarita's student Nuria with fervent (perhaps even revolutionary) vigor.
Mack's performance made sound sense of the decision to cast a mezzo-soprano as Lorca, cementing the poet in the youthful capture of a memory -- though her tremulous lows seemed to reach for the maturity Lorca never attained. Her aria "Desde mi ventana," accompanied by a garden of Mariana statues, was a highlight of the evening.
So, too, was Flamenco singer Alfredo Tejada in the role of Falangist politician Ramon Ruiz Alonso, who demands Lorca's execution in passages of searing cante jondo style -- his voice a blade that pierces, then twists in your chest.

Daniela Mack as Federico Garcia Lorca in "Ainadamar." (Marty Sohl/Metropolitan Opera)


Conductor Miguel Harth-Bedoya made his Met debut on Tuesday (along with all but one of the creative team), leading the Metropolitan Opera House Orchestra with tactful attention to Golijov's muted colors and textural accents. (These include scratchy intrusions from a "Radio Falange" announcer: "We'll exterminate the seeds of the Revolution, even in the wombs of their mothers. Long live death!")
Golijov augments the orchestra with an array of Andalusian sounds, including acoustic guitars and cajon (box drum), and the choreography contributes with clacking fans and stomping feet. Margarita's first aria unfurls atop a looping figure of upright bass and hand percussion, with searing trumpets and bending strings. A musical rendering of the "fountain of tears" ripples with the watery sounds of celeste, harp, vibraphone and recorded droplets (piped in a touch too loud). In a particularly arresting passage, Golijov repurposes a spray of gunfire as a wash of percussion.
Bausor's set is the other star of the show, its array of broken tables tipping over into barricades, its cascading conceptual waters cut with a current of blood, its ring of strings catching projections of Lorca's poetry -- one passage given a searing recital by Villalon toward the opera's end.

Angel Blue as Margarita Xirgu in "Ainadamar" at the Met. (Marty Sohl/Metropolitan Opera)


If there are issues with "Ainadamar," they are the fussy sort: It's an opera that threatens to end several times before it does, feinting forward with the uncertain progress of an interrupted dream. And although its liberation from traditional narrative is the source of the opera's poetic powers, more could be done to clarify Lorca's lore for those showing up cold.
Still, the swirl of Golijov's music and Colker's direction combine to give "Ainadamar" an almost sculptural integrity.
At a bar in Madrid, Margarita recalls Lorca explaining that, despite the revolutionary namesake of "Mariana Pineda," his work is "not a political play." It was inspired, rather, by Pineda's "light and warmth and, most of all, love."
In the same way, Golijov's opera, and Colker's entrancing vision for it, feels gratifyingly free from politics or polemics. It imagines suffering as a constant -- a fountain of tears from which we drink each day -- and poetry as a means to salvation. It's an opera about the power of beauty, the force of the voice, and the choice to sing -- even (or especially) amid the explosions.
Ainadamar runs through Nov. 9 at the Metropolitan Opera. metopera.org.
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Lawyers for Sean 'Diddy' Combs want his accusers named publicly
Lawyers for Sean "Diddy" Combs has asked a judge to publicize the names of his accusers. Experts explain the legal strategy behind that decision.
By Herb Scribner | 2024-10-16

In this courtroom sketch, Sean "Diddy" Combs, center, is flanked by defense attorneys Marc Agnifilo, left, and Teny Geragos in Manhattan federal court in September. (Elizabeth Williams/AP)


Attorneys for Sean "Diddy" Combs asked a judge on Tuesday to allow for accusers in his ongoing federal sexual assault and trafficking case to be publicly identified, arguing that the mountain of accusations has defamed Combs and that the information is vital for their defense.
This is the latest motion by the Combs defense in the federal case against him. Combs, who has been accused of running a criminal enterprise to sexually assault and exploit women, as well as other crimes, was arrested by federal agents in September and remains in federal custody, where he awaits a trial next May. He faces life in prison on charges of racketeering, sex trafficking and transportation to engage in prostitution.
Combs has denied all wrongdoing. Representatives for Combs did not respond to The Washington Post for a request for comment.
The hip-hop impresario's legal team argued in the motion that the names of the accusers should be made public, as that information is "essential for preparing Mr. Combs' defense and ensuring a fair trial amid a media frenzy driven by anonymous accusations."
The motion also accused the grand jury of leaks and the Department of Homeland Security of making false inflammatory statements connected to the leaked video of Combs assaulting his then-girlfriend, Casandra "Cassie" Ventura, in a Los Angeles hotel in 2016. (Combs apologized for the incident and settled a lawsuit with Ventura, who had accused him of rape and abuse.)
The new motion comes as a team of lawyers plans to file more than 100 lawsuits alleging sexual assault against Combs. Attorneys Tony Buzbee of the Buzbee Law Firm, Andrew Van Arsdale of AVA Law Group and Antigone Curis of Curis Law are among those representing those 120 accusers, some of whom have already come forward.
Combs's attorneys mentioned Buzbee's lawsuits in the motion. "These accusations came on the heels of more than a dozen lawsuits previously filed and currently pending, several of which have already been discredited but only after irreparably damaging Mr. Combs' character and reputation," the motion reads. "These swirling allegations have created a hysterical media circus that, if left unchecked, will irreparably deprive Mr. Combs of a fair trial, if they haven't already."
But the motion, according to Heather Cucolo, a New York Law School professor and expert in criminal law, might not mean much long-term for Combs's defense. If anything, it could be the opening salvo in what could be a long-running show to continuously appeal the federal government and possibly have the case tossed in a mistrial, she said.
It could also be the first step in Combs attempting to have the federal case tossed out, she said.
It's unlikely that the judge will order the accusers to be publicly identified, Cucolo said, mostly because courts often allow for alleged victims to remain anonymous out of concern for their safety. Similarly, the federal Crime Victims' Rights Act ensures victims the right to be reasonably protected from those they're accusing of a crime.
According to Cucolo, the motion in the federal case could affect the civil cases and lawsuits against Combs. If plaintiffs are named in the federal case, new accusers (such as some of the 100-plus represented by Buzbee and others) might hold off from filing complaints against Combs out of fear of reputational harm, security concerns and public awareness.
"There is a lot of circumstances now that people feel safer stepping forward," she added. "It might have a chilling effect, though, where a person will back out."
Additional lawsuits are expected. On Monday, Buzbee filed six complaints in the Southern District of New York that accused Combs of sexual assault. Two of the men who accused Combs alleged that assault took place at the entertainment mogul's White Party, a celebrity-packed event that Combs hosted at his home in the Hamptons.
Combs remains in federal custody in Brooklyn's Metropolitan Detention Center, where he has been since his arrest last month. Combs has pleaded not guilty and appealed for bail on multiple occasions. A Manhattan judge set a trial date for May 5.
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The Commanders' work on defense starts early -- with their breakfast club
Washington's secondary has struggled, especially Sunday against the prolific Ravens. The unit is trying to hash things out before practice. 
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-10-17

Of the Commanders' early-morning meetings, cornerback Noah Igbinoghene said "that constant communication and getting around each other as a brotherhood helps us on the field." (Daniel Kucin Jr./AP)


The Breakfast Club convenes first thing in the morning, before the start of team meetings at the Washington Commanders' Ashburn training facility. What began as a weekly endeavor to try to eliminate some of the on-field breakdowns in the secondary has become a daily installment for the team's defensive backs. Every morning Wednesday through Saturday ahead of Sunday games, the secondary gathers roughly 30 minutes before the mandatory team schedule begins to review game film, go over plays and talk.
The rookies bring the snacks.
"Just getting together in the morning early and just talking through what we see -- how we see certain things and making sure we're all seeing things the same way," safety Jeremy Chinn said. "... Toward the end of last week, we had the whole defense in there, so I think that's something we're trying to work toward."
In previous years, some defensive backs met in the morning to review film, including safety Jeremy Reaves and former Washington defensive backs Kam Curl and Kendall Fuller. But the full group didn't meet daily, in addition to regularly scheduled team meetings, to watch tape and talk through situations.
Not until this season.
"I feel like just that constant communication and getting around each other as a brotherhood helps us on the field because there's a lot of stuff we have to remember," said cornerback Noah Igbinoghene, a first-round draft pick by Miami in 2020 who said he was never part of anything similar when he was with the Dolphins or the Dallas Cowboys.
The smallest details -- communication, poor angles, getting out of place on the field, missed assignments and blown tackles -- repeatedly have created big problems for the Commanders' defense and often have led to explosive plays for opponents.
That was the case in Sunday's 30-23 loss to the Baltimore Ravens. Washington's defense loaded the box to try to contain the most prolific rushing attack and top-scoring offense in the NFL. In doing so, its secondary played more man-to-man coverage, a tough ask for personnel seemingly better suited to play zone.
The Commanders' defense held its own early, but it wasn't long before the Ravens capitalized on Washington's mistakes and gashed it with big plays.
"You look back, and there's only three or four plays [that were problematic]," Chinn said. "But those three or four plays lose football games, so just cleaning up those things. I feel like we had a lot of free runners and a lot of things -- our communication wasn't always the best or where it should be. But we're here to work and continue to improve on those things and get those cleaned up."
Washington gave up 12 explosive plays (completions of at least 16 yards and rushes of at least 12 yards) in Week 6, bringing its season total of 53. No defense has allowed a higher rate (15 percent) of explosive plays. The Commanders' defense also ranks 29th in opponent yards per play (6.0), third-down conversion rate (46 percent) and red-zone efficiency (70 percent).
"It felt like sometimes we had some guys open or we were missing maybe a guy here and there, which is crazy because that's all stuff that we can fix on our end," cornerback Benjamin St-Juste said after the loss in Baltimore. "The [score], it wasn't that big of a gap. It was a pretty close game, so if we can eliminate those small things ... we just beat ourself. These small things could have made the game go a little bit different toward the fourth quarter."

Commanders cornerback Benjamin St-Juste tries to corral Ravens wide receiver Rashod Bateman on Sunday. (Terrance Williams/AP)


The defensive issues don't fall solely on the secondary; all three levels -- the line, the linebackers and the defensive backs -- have shared in the blame at various points. And in the two games before the loss to the Ravens, the defense showed significant improvement across the board.
But depth was a concern from the outset and became a more pressing issue last week. Cornerback Emmanuel Forbes Jr., the Commanders' first-round pick in 2023, was a healthy scratch, raising questions about his long-term future if the coaching staff felt keeping him on the sideline was its best option.
Coach Dan Quinn said Wednesday that he had a conversation with Forbes to remind him "it's not always going to be this rocky" and to encourage him to take advantage when he is called upon.
Quinn's bigger focus this week has been the defensive line. Starting tackle Jonathan Allen tore his left pectoral muscle in the third quarter against the Ravens, end Dorance Armstrong suffered a rib or oblique injury and left in the second quarter, and end Javontae Jean-Baptiste suffered an ankle injury.
Allen is done for the season and was placed on injured reserve, as was Jean-Baptiste. Armstrong did not practice Wednesday; although Quinn said he doesn't expect the injury to be a long-term issue, it's not clear whether Armstrong will be available Sunday against the Carolina Panthers.
For reinforcement, the Commanders signed defensive tackle Sheldon Day from their practice squad, picked up free agent defensive end Jalyn Holmes and added tackle Carl Davis to the practice squad. The changes will affect the rotation up front and probably will put the onus on second-round rookie Johnny Newton inside. It also will require more from Washington's secondary as the Commanders continue to try to marry the rush with the coverage.
Eliminating mistakes will be paramount, and it may start with the Breakfast Club.
"I feel like the extra meeting time just helps us," Igbinoghene said. "It might not be that much, but over time it could be the difference for us."
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